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I, the undersigned, an employee of the State of Alaska, do hereby certify
that the microfilm images on this microform are accurate reproductions
of the original records of the State of Alaska as accumulated during the
regular course of business, and that it is the established policy and practice
of this State to microfilm its records and to dispose of the original records

after microfilm reproductions have been made.
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COMMITTEE REPORT

SENATE
lifts.. FURTHER: RESOURCES
3/20/86
M m 2 Date Lf - 1727- % (o
Ry Mui President
;v The Committee on C&RA considered SB 467
‘. relating to'‘the establishment or operation of campgrounds within

certain municipalities.

“fffilj: /and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) reports it tack with
v.r-mthp fol lowing recommendations:

-
m do pass
do pass with attached amendment(s)
replace "or adopt QS for , S B ttk L C n iR A
[
S6C. sameCtitl ~° i r 0 i S J CffwijtiQu -’
$1 1
1-5 and attached a "LETTER OF INTENT" D NEW FISCAL NOTE
M reports it back without recommendation ol
\ 1 > recommends referral to Committee
MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

Chairman

Chairman recommendation
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Bradley
4/7/86

Original sponsor: Community and Regional
Affairs Committee

BY THE COMMUNITY AND
IN THE SENATE REGIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 467 (C&RA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relatir.e “6 the operation of campgrounds."”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 41.21 is amended by adding a new section to article 1

to read:

Sec. 41.21.050. STATE CAMPGROUNDS. The commissioner may request
proposals for the management of a state campground. If the commis—
sioner accepts a proposal for the management of a state campground,
the concessionaire may collect fees for services provided at the

campground.

-1- CSSB 467 (C&RA)
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glas&a Is>tate Hegtelature

Senator/f;cjna DeVries. Chairman

Aemoers:
S enate SenatoT Fe'guson Vice Chairman
Senator Coghill
Senator Sturgulewski
Senator V Fischer

Committee on Pouch v
Official Business Juneau. Alaska 99311

Community anti Regional Affairs

COMMITTEE MEETING - April 17, 1986

CS for Senate Bill 467 (C&RA) - An Act relating to
the operation of campgrounds

This bill was considered on April 3rd. Neil. Johannsen,
Director, Division of Parks, as well as other members

of the public testified in opposition to the original
bill. (The committee received testimony by teleconfer —
ence from Anchorage, Fairbanks and Wasilla.)

The bill was held for preparation of a committee substitute
which would provide for the management of certain State
parks by a contractual arrangement.

Material attached:

Letter from Commissioner Wunnicke, DNR, & fiscal note dtd d-1.7-86.
Public Opinion Message from Elsie O0"Bryan, City of Houston,
dated 4-14-86.
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- | n { \ BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR
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OEmitTMEXT OF NATURAL HFSOIIUFS POUCHM
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99B11
PHONE: 907-465-2400

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER i

APR 1 7 1086

April 17, 1986

The Honorable Edna DeVries, Chair
Community and Regional Affairs Committee
Alaska State Senate

P.0. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator DeVries:

The Department of Natural Resources appreciates the efforts
of your committee to modify SB 467, a bill that relates to
the operation of state campgrounds, and we support the
general intent of the proposed Community and Regio al
Affairs Committee substitute for this bill.

Since the end of the legislative session is rapidly
approaching, we suggest that the language 1in CSSB 467 (C&RA)
be added to HB 267 (fees for state park campsites) to help
ensure that a campground bill 1is enacted this year. The
campsite fee bill has been passed from the House and 1is
currently awaiting a hearing by the Senate Finance Committee.

The enactment of these bills, either individually or com—
bined, would help the department continue a high level of
service to campground visitors and allow the state to
recover a portion of campground operating costs. In addi—
tion, the department would be given the flexibility to
reduce or eliminate state competition with private camp—
ground operations.

Please let me know if you would like additional information
about this matter.

Sincerely,

N Esther C. Wunnicke
Commissioner

cc: Community and Regional Affairs Committee



STATE OF ALASKA 1986 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

o 4/17/86
Revision Date:
REQUEST . FISCAL DETAIL
Bill/Resolution No.: cSSB 467 (C&RA) AgencyAffected ; Natural Resources
Title : oOperation of Campgrounds BRUParks and Recreation Management
Sponsor : senate C&RA Committee Components :
Requestor :.gonafo mC&RA-Cfflrmittea------------  ——-mmemmemm-
Date of Request: -1/ 17 /BG
EXPENDITURES/REVENUES : (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91
PERSONAL SERVICES 33.6 33.6 22.4 22.4 22.4
TRAVEL 2.0 2.0 -0- -0- -0-
CONTRACTUAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
SUPPLIES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
EQUIPMENT -0- 7 _0- -0- _0-
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING -0- . J5.&-, . 22,4

CAPITAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

REVENUE -2- -.2- ___zSL =£» . Q-

FUNDING : (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND 35.6 35.6 22.4 22.4 22.4
FEDERALFUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL - 0- Jb. b Ji>. b 22 <4 22. 4 22. 4
POSITIONS

FULLTIME 1 1 1 1 1
PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS :  Attach aseparate page if necessary

The department would need a Natural Resources Technician to help prepare and ad-—
minister requests for proposals, contracts, and processing of revenues related

to private operation of selected state campgrounds. The position would be full
time for the first two years, and become seasonal thereafter. The department will
realize an overall savings in contractual/and commodities expenditures.

Prepared by: ------- —a8fl Phone: m 466-7494

Division : Division of Management j)ate. 4/17/8G

Approved by Commissioner: 9 Eate. vIi?l A

Agency: Natural Resources v

D.atribu/on (by Agency preparing fiscal note):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor

Office of Management and Budget ! 2
Impacted Agency(ies) page------- of 10/25/85



Continuation of Analysis CSSB 467 (C&RA)

Position Information;

Annual Gross Annual Bent .cits Annual Total
NRT 1J. (Perm. Full-time) 24.8 8. r 33.6
NRT Il (Seasonal) 16.5 5.9 22.4

Additional Information;

Concessionaires would be required to reinvest a percentage of profit into the
campground. This program will succeed only with close supervision by staff of
tightly written contracts for campground operation. Supervision can be relaxed

as concessionaires become established and routinely adhere to contract performance
standards and stipulations. The savings realized by this program will grow each
year, as additional campgrounds are contracted to the private sector for management.
The department could forego the modest revenues avrilable from the concessionaire
during the first few years of operations if the money were used to enhance visitor
services and the capital value of the campground.

Operational Savings Under This Program:

FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91
Contractual”® 30.0 35.0 40.0 45.0 50.0
Commodities 10.0 15.0 15.0 20.0 20.0

Total 40.0 50.0 55.0 65.0 70.0



PUBLIC OPINION HESSAGC

TO; SENATOR EDNA B. DE VRIES
FROM: ELSIE OBRYAN. CITY CLERK
P. 0. BOX 27
HOUSTON AK
892-6853 99694

BILL NO: SB 467

SUBJECT: OPERATION OF CAMPGROUNDS BY MUNICIPALITIES
MESSAGE:

CHAM™I1 AP8RTs£.16™ E PROPOSED AMENDMENT MEETS THE REQUESTED

DA/E: 04/14/85 TIME: 15:23:19 SENT BY: MATSU LIO

COPIES TO: SENATE COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS



Offered: 3/15/85

Referred: Finance
Original sponsor: Resources Committee

1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE
2 CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 267 (Resources)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the levy and collection of fees
7 for the use of state park facilities; and providing
8 for an effective date.™

9 BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 "Section 1. AS 41.21 is amended by*adding a new section toread:

11 Sec. 41.21.023. FEES FOR THE USE OF STATE PARK CAMPSITES. (a)
12 The department may establish and collect fees for theovernight use of
13 state park developed ~campsites. When setting these fees, the
14 department shall consider

15 (¢D) the cost to the state of operating the facility;

16 (2) the fees charged for the use of a similar facility by a
17 nongovernmental entity;

18 3) the cost of administering a fee collection progranm for
19 the tacility; and
20 4 the public interest.

21 (b) In this section
22 (¢D) "developed campsite” means a campsite having access to
23 the following public facilities: restrooms, a picnic table, an out-
24 door cooking facility, and an approved water source;
25 (2) "state park" has the meaning given in AS 38.04.910.
26 * Fee. 2. AS 28.10.411(e) and AS 41.35.045(b) are repealed.
27 * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.-
28 10.070(c).

-i- CSHB 267 (Res)
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BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

»EPAIITMEANT OF NATURAL RESOURCES POUCHM
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811
PHONE: 907-465-2400
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

APR 1 7 1986

April 17, 1986

The Honorable Edna DeVries, Chair
Community and Regional Affairs Committee
Alaska State Senate

P.0. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator DeVries:

The Department of Natural Resources appreciates the efforts
of your committee to modify SB 467, a bill that relates to
the operation of state campgrounds, and we support the
general intent of the proposed Community and Regional
Affairs Committee substitute for this bill.

Since the end of the legislative session is rapidly
approaching, we suggest that the language in CSSB 467 (C&RA)
be added to HB 267 (fees for state park campsites) to help
ensure that a campground bill 1is enacted this year. The
campsite fee bill has been passed from the House and 1is
cirrently awaiting a hearing by the Senate Finance Committee.

The enactment of these bills, either individually or com-—
bined, would help the department continue a high level of
service to campground visitors and allow the state to
recover a portion of campground operating costs. In addi —
tion, the department would be given the flexibility to
reduce or eliminate state competition with private camp—
ground operations.

Please let me know if you would 1like additional information
about this matter.

Sincerely,

N Esther C. Wunnicke
Commissioner

cc: Community and Regional Affairs Committee

10-J9 LH



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

70: SENATOR EDNA B. DE VRIES

FROM: ELSIE OBRYAN, CITY CLERK
P. 0. BOX 27
HOUSTON AK 99G9-f
BS2-68SS

BILL NO SB MG7
SUBJECT OPERATION OF CAMPGROUNDS BY MUNICIPALITIES
MESSAGE

THAT THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT MEETS THE RECUESTFD

PEARS
ES FOR SB‘S7.

DATE: oOt/lt/as TIME: 15:23:19 SENT BY: MATSU LIO

COPIES TO: SENATE COMMUNITY a REGIONAL AFFAIRS

Li

%



STATE OF ALASKA 1986 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

REQUEST

FISCAL NOTE

FISCAL DETAIL

Revision D ate:

4/17/86

Bill/Resolution No. : CSSB 467 (C&RA)

11k :

Sponsor: Bp.nat.R

Operation of Camporounus

Committee

Requestor :.sonata CGRA mCffla.niUaa

Date of Request: 4/ 17/sg

Agency Affected: Natural
BRU :

Components :

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES
OPERATING FY 86

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT

(Thousands of Dollars)

FY 87
33.6
2.0
-0-
-0-
-0-

FY 88
33.6
2.0
-0-

FY 89
22.4
-0-
-0-
-0-
-0 -0-

Resources

Parks and Recreation

FY 90
22.4
-0-
-0-
-0-
-0-

Management

FYy 91
22.4
-0-
-0-
-0-
-0-

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0-

CAPITAL

REVENUE .
—rit oL

FUNDING

GENERALFUND
FEDERALFUNDS
OTHER

TOTAL

(Thousands of Dollars)

35.6 22.4 22.4

4h .b 22. 4 22 .4 22. 4

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME 0
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS

The department would need a Natural
minister requests for proposals, contracts,
to private operation of selected state camporounds. The position would be full

time for the first two years, and become seasonal thereafter. The department will

realize an overall savings in contractual/and commodities expenditures.
Prepared by: £& £- Phone : 465-2424
Division : Division of Managenfent pale. 4/17/86

Attach a separate page if necessary

Resources Technician to help prepare and ad-—
and processing of revenues related

D Y X,

N

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Natural Resources

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 1

Impacted Agency(ies) page of



Continuation of Analysis CSSB 467 (C&RA)

Position Information;

Annual Gross Annual Benefits Annual Total
NRT 11 (Perm. Full-time) 24.8 8.8 33.6
NRT Il (Seasonalld 16.5 5.9 22. 4

Additional Information:

Concessionaires would be required to reinvest a percentage of profit into the
campground. This program will succeed only with close supervision by staff of
tightly written contracts for campground operation. Supervision can be relaxed

as concessionaires become established and routinely adhere to contract performance
standards and stipulations. The savings realized by this program will grow each
year, as additional campgrounds are contracted to the private sector for management.
The department could forego the modest revenues available from the concessionaire
during the first few years of operations if the money were used to enhance visitor
services and the capital value of the campground.

Operational Savings Under This Program:

FY 87 FYy 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91
Contractual 30.0 35.0 40.0 45.0 50.0
Commodities 10.0 15.0 15.0 20.0 20.0

Total 40.0 50.0 55.0 65.0 70.0



Senator Edna Deyr@s.Chanman

Alaska 1”2>tate legislature

S ena t e Senator Ferguson, Vice Chairman
Senator Coghill
Senator Sturgulewski
Senator V. Fischer

Committee on Pouch V

Official Business ) ) ] ) Juneau. Alaska 99811
Community anti Regional &ffairf

April 9, 1986

Re: SB 467 An Act relating to the establishment or operation
of campgrounds within certain municipalities

I wanted to let you know that a draft Committee Substitute bill
for the subject bill has been prepared and will he considered by the
C&RA Committee at its 3:30 p.m. meeting on April 17.

The draft Committee Substitute is entitled, "An Act relating
to the operation of campgrounds" and provides that the commissioner
of the Department of Natural Resources may request and accept pro-—
posals for the management of a campground and a concessionaire may
accept fees for services.

A copy of the draft bill is enclosed.

Sincerely,

Edna DeVries
Senator

Enclosure

THIS LTR SENT AS RESPONSE TO THE ATTACHED LETTERS AS WELL AS TO MAYOR
DOROTHY JONES, MAT-SU BOROUGH & ELSIE O"BRYAN, CLERK, CITY OF HOUSTON.



1660 PEGER ROAD
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701
(907) 452-4206

The place that put Peger Road on the map

March 26, 1986

Edna DeVries, Chairperson

Senate Committee on Community 8 Regional Affairs
Senate President"s Office

P.0. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Ms. DeVries:

I am writing 1in regard to Senate Bill No. 467 which 1is "An act
relating to the establishment or operation of campgrounds within
certain municipalities.”

Let me go on record as being very urgently in favor of this bill,
which would amend Section 1. AS 41.21.020 by adding a new subsection
to read: (c) The department may not establish or operate a camg-
ground within the corporate boundaries of a municipality.

I urge you to support this bill. I strongly believe it is a good
piece of legislation. Thank you very much.

Sara P. Sears

LO\ M .tL. o-JAaul h : -"id

)i Yecff m



Matanuska-Susitna Borough
BOX B, PALMER, ALASKA 99645 . PHONE 745-9689

BOROUGH MANAGER
April 1, 1986

The Honorable Edna DeVries APR 04 1986
Chairman, Community and Regional
Affairs Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Subject: Senate Bill 467- an Act Relating to Campgrounds within
Municipalities

Dear Edna:

I am puzzled about the reasons for Senate Bill 467 and
what it is supposed to accomplish.

In the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, the state operates 14
campgrounds, with most visitors being from outside of the
Matanuska-Susitna Borough, and many visitors outside of Alaska.
Among the campgrounds that | am most familiar with are the King
Mountain campground on the Glenn Highway at Mile 67, the Nancy
Lakes campgrounds, the Finger Lake campground, the Byers Lake
campground and the two campgrounds on Big Lake.

In the Kenai Peninsula Borough you have the same
situation. There are about 14 state campgrounds 1in the Kenai
Peninsula Borough, with most of the users coming from outside of
the Borough.

I remember distinctly when the state made its first
effort to provide state campgrounds. This goes back to 1961 when
the state budget was about 300 million dollars a year, most of
which was federal money. At that time, the establishment of
campgrounds was considered essential if Alaska was to do a
reasonable job 1in encouraging tourism. In the past 25 years new
campgrounds have been established around the state, but not
nearly to the extent that the leve] of tourism would call for.

The closure of 13 campgrounds 1in the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough would be a tremendous step backward. The state would be
shooting itself in the foot for God knows what reason.

I am enclosing a copy of "Tourism—- A Guide to the
Valley”™ which comments on many of the state campgrounds. You
will be pleased to hear that the three Valley chambers of com—
merce, plus, probably the Big Lake Chamber of Commerce, which 1is
just now being organized, expect to work together in a long-term



program to promote tourism in this part of Alaska.
positive approach 1is what 1is appropriate at a time
state revenues, not Senate Bill 467.
Sincerely,
co "
Gary Thurlow
Borough Manager

er

cc: Dorothy A. Jones, Mayor

This type of
of declining



THE CITY OF HAINES, ALASKA

P.O. BOX 576
HAINES. ALASKA 99827
(907) 766-2231

In Reply
Refer To:

April 3, 1986

Senator Edna DeVries
ALASKA STATE SENATE
Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator DeVries:
RE: SB 467:

One of the major reasons our community 1is popular with visitors 1is
because of the great variety of camping facilities we have here.
There are several (3) private campgrounds within the city limits

of Haines that offer hook-ups for campers, and four State campgrounds
outside the city limits in the Haines Borough. These parks do not
have hook ups, and are located several miles from town.

This seems to be a good balance of services. People who want to stay
in town do so at a private camper park. Those who prefer the scenery
of the State parks stay out of town. I have not heard any complaints

from camper park owners in Haines about the competition of the State
parks and campgrounds to their own business.

There is an important point to mention here: 1 believe the State ™
parks and campgrounds are one of the major drawing cards of our area,
and our whole State. People come here to seethem, yetthey may choose
the convenience of staying near a town at a commercial park with full
facilities; but they might not come in the first place without the draw
of a beautiful state park such as Chilkat Park in Haines, or several
others 1in Alaska.

The State Parks system is doing a good job of running a valuable visitor

attraction: our parks and campgrounds. Don"t make the mistake of
decreasing their value to us by changing the administration of them.

Sincerely,



PUDLIC OPINION MESSAGE

TO: SENATOR EDNA B. DE VRIES
FROM: THERON MILLER
*50 E EAGLE
PALMER 996*5
7*5-8727

BILL NO: SB *67
SUBJECT OPERATION OF CAMPGROUNDS BY MUNICIPALITIES

MESSAGE
I AM AGAINST THIS BILL. IT ELIMINATES 9*/ OF OUR STATE
SUPPORTED CAMPGROUNDS. SECOND, ECONOMIC CONFLICT IS MINIMAL

BETWEEN PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AND VERY BASIC STATE CAMPGROUNDS.
THIRD, THERE IS NO PRECIDENT ESTABLISHED FOR SUCH A WIDE
SWEEPING ACT IN THE HISTORY OF ANY PARK SYSTEM IN ANY STATE.
MY RECOMMENDATION IS STATEWIDE RESIDENTS AND NON-RESIDENTS
ANNUAL USER FEES.

DATE: C*/03/86 TIME: 16: 13 5%* SENT BY: MATSU LIO

KATIE HURLEY

RONALD L. CRON) LARSON
JALMAR M. KERTTULA

CO. IES TO: N

REPRESENTATIVE
REPRESENTATIVE
SENATOR:
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Alaska Is>tatc Hegtelature

Senate

Senator Chairman

Senator Ferguson. Vice Chairman
Senator Coghill
Senator Sturgulewski
Senator v Fischer

Committee on
Commumtp ant) Regional Affairs

Pouch V

Official Business Juneau. Alaska 99911

COMMITTEE MEETING - April 3, 1956

SB 467 — An Act relating to the establishment or operation of campgrounds
within certain ‘municipalities

SCS for CS for HB 236 (C&RA) — An Act creating a Quadrennial Olympic
Reserve account; efd

SB 467 - Persons interested in this bill requested a teleconference be held and

individuals wil| testify by teleconference from Fairbanks, Wasilla, Anchorage
an((ji peﬁ]aps Sofgotn . y J

SCS for CS for HB 236 (C&RA) -The Senate version of this bill was previously
considered by the Committee last session. The committee substitute bill now

before the Committee was prepared at the request of Senator Bennett and
Senator Ferguson.

Materials relating to the bills as belowlisted is attached:

Memorandum dated 4/1/86 from SepatorDon Bennett to %

Lett?r dated 4/2/86 from Commissioner Wunnicke, DNR
Fiscal note from DNR on SB 467

Letter dated 3/26/86 from Sara P. Sears on SB 467.
Sectjonal analysis by_LAA, Legal Svcs. on SCS CSHB 236 (C&RA)
Position Baper and"Fiscal Note prepared by DC&RA on SCSCS H
Position Paper and Fiscal Note prepared by DOA on SCS

Position Paper and Fiscal Note prepared by DOC&ED on

n

OCO—1JOHU1- M~ OO —
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11

12

Introduced: 3/20/86
Referred: Community and Regional Affairs
and Resources

BY THE COMMUNITY AND
IN THE SENATE REGIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

SENATE BILL NO. 467
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the establishment or operation of
campgrounds within certain municipalities.™
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 41.21.020 is amended by adding a new subsection to
read:
(c) The department may not establish or operate a campground

within the corporate boundaries of a municipality.

-1- SB 467
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DEPARTMENT OP NATURAE RESOURCES POUCHM

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811
PHONE: 907-465-2400

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

April 2, 1986

o5
=N

The Honorable Edna DeVries

Chair, Community and Regional
Affairs Committee

Alaska State Senate

P.0. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator DeVries:

I have reviewed Senate Bill 467, a bill that would prohibit
the Department of Natural Resources from establishing or
operating a campground within a municipality. I wish to
advise you of this department®s opposition to the bill and
express my concern about its possible effects on Alaska's
residents, local governments and visitors.

As currently worded, this bill would require the department
to close the following 42 state campgrounds:

Location No. of Campsites

Delta Junction (second class city)

1) Big Delta Campground 22 sites
Fairbanks North Star Borough
1) Harding Lake State Recreation Area 89 sites
2) Chena River State Recreation Site 50 sites
3) Chena River State Recreation Area 56 sites
4) Upper Chatanika River State
Recreation Area 25 sites

Greater Anchorage Area Borough

1 Eklutna Lake Campground 35 sites
2) Eagle River Campground 36 sites
3) Bird Creek Campground 25 sites
Haines Borough.

1) ChilkootLake Campground 32 sites
2) Chilkat Campground 32 sites
3) Portage Cove State Recreation Site 9 sites
4) Mosquito Lake State Recreation Site 12 sites



The Honorable Edna DeVries -2-

Kenai Peninsula Borough
1) Bing"s Landing State Recreation Site
2) lzaak Walton State Recreation Site
3) Morgan®s Landing State Recreation Area
4) Bernice Lake State Recreation Site
5 Captain Cook State Recreation Area
6) Kasilof River State Recreation Site
7) Johnson Lake State Recreation Area
8 Clam Gulch State Recreation Area

9 Ninilchik State Recreation Area
10) Deep Creek State Recreation Area

11) Stariski State Recreation Site
12) Anchor River State Recreation Area
13) Scout Lake State Recreation Site

Ketchikan Gateway Borough
1) Settlers Cover Campground

Kodiak Island Borough
1) Fort Abercrombie State
State Historic Park
2) Buskin River State Recreation Site

Matanuska-Susitna Borough

1) Byers Lake Campground

2) Willow Creek State Recreation Site
3) Nancy Lake State Recreation Site

4) Nancy Lake State Recreation Area

5 Rocky Lake State Recreation Site

6) Big Lake South State Recreation Site
7) Big Lake East State Recreation Site

8 Finger Lake State Recreation Site

9) Moose Creek State Recreation Site
10) King Mountain State Recreation Site
11) Bonnie Lake State Recreation Site
12) Long La e State Recreation Site

13) Matanusxa Glacier State Recreation Site
14) Wolf Lake

Closing this number of campgrounds would leave Alaska

April 2,
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residents and visitors with very few places to camp.
Private campgrounds could not meet the demand for camping
space and municipalities would likely be unable to cope with

large numbers of travelers in need of places

to camp.
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sites
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sites

sites
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sites
sites
sites
sites
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sites
sites
sites
sites
sites
sites

Statutory changes may be needed efore the department could
lease existing state campgrounds *» interested municipalities

or private parties.



S*he Honorable Edna DeVries -3- April 2, 1986

Because this bill could have such far reaching effects, it
might be advisable to hold public hearings on SB 467 in
communities where state campgrounds are located. While 1
believe that state operated campgrounds serve the public
interest, it may be that others hold a different view. In
any case, their comments concerning the closure of state-
owned campgrounds should be heard. Please let me know if
you would Ilike additional information or assistance.

Sincerely,

Esther C. Wunnicke
Commissioner

cc: Committee Members
Neil Johannsen, Director, Division of
Parks and Outdoor Recreation
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Nlaslta Jfrftig ~legislature

/ .ft’ >*
mSENATOR Legislative Address
DON BENNETT i
P.O. BOX 2801 \\ rv - . ? POUCH V - STATE CAPITOL
FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 89707 - J JUNEAU. ALASKA 89811
prrate 03 Isas
To: Senator Edna DeVries, Chairman

Community and Regional Affairs Committee

From: Senator Don Bennett
Date: April 1, 1986
Re: Senate Bill 467 "An Act relating to the establishment or

operation of campgrounds within certain
municipalities.”

Senate Bill 467 would prohibit the Department of Natural Resources from
establishing or operating a campground within the boundaries of a
municipality. I have been contacted by several constituents requesting
legislation of this type. These constituents operate recreational vehicle
parks in the Fairbanks NorlL Star Borough, and they feel that they lose
significant amounts of business each summer to state campgrounds.

The reason for this is obvious. Anytime a small private businesstries to
compete with a business or facility which is state owned and operated, it
suffers. In this case, the state is using its land and financial resources
to compete directly with small, family operated private businesses.

The state gets no financial benefit from this competition. In fact,
substantial sums of money are spent by the state each year to maintain and
operate campgrounds.

I believe that the state"s interests, as well as those of private
enterprise, would be better served if the state no longer operated

its campgrounds which are located within the boundaries of municipalities.
Instead, the operation of these campgrounds should be left to
concessionaires. This way, the competitionbetween privately owned and
state owned camping facilities would be fair, and the state would be
relieved of the financial burden of operating and maintaining them.



1660 PEGER ROAD
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701
(907) 452-4206

The place that put Pep”r Road on the map

March 26, 1986

Edna DeVries, Chairperson

Senate Committee on Community 5 Regional Affairs
Senate President®s Office

P.0. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Ms. DeVries:

I am writing in regard to Senate Bill No. 467 which 1is "An act
relating to the establishment or operation of campgrounds within
certain municipalities.”

Let me go on record as being very urgently in favor of this bill,
which would amend Section 1. AS 41.21.020 by adding a new subsection
to read: (c) The department may not establish or operate a camg-
ground within the corporate boundaries of a municipality.

I urge you to support this bill. I strongly believe it is a good
piece of legislation. Thank you very much.

Sara P. Sears



Introduced: 3/20/86
Referred: Community and Regional Affairs
and Resources

BY THE COMMUNITY AND
IN THE SENATE REGIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

SENATE BILL NO. A67
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the establishment or operation of
campgrounds within certain municipalities.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS A1.21.020 1is amended by adding a new subsection to
read:
©) The department may not establish or operate a campground

within the corporate boundaries of a municipality.
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BY THE COMMUNITY AND
IN THE SENATE REGIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

SENATE BILL NO.
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the establishment or operation of
campgrounds within certain municipalities.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 41 .21 .020 1is amended by adding a new subsection to
read:
(c) The department may not establish or operate a campground

within the corporate boundaries of a mr .icipality.



14-1950

Bradley
2/27/86
IN THE SENATE
SENATE BILL NO.
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the establishment or operation of

campgrounds within certain municipalities.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS A1.21.020 1is amended by adding a new subsection to
read:
(c) The department may not establish or operate a campground

within the corporate boundaries of a municipality.
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Historic Fairview Inn In Talkeetna

Lake Lucille
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Matanuska-Susitna Borough

BOX B. PALMER. ALASKA 99645 +« PHONE 745-3246

BOROUGH MAYOR

Dear Visitor-
Welcome to the Valley!

. There are many things to do in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough winter and summer. We hope that
this booklet introduces you to places that you will enjoy and return to.

The Alaska visitor is important to us. We want to make it easy to visit here, to find places and to stop for
a while

Let us know what you think.

Sincerely.

Edna Arrr
Borough Mayor

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH

Mayor

Edna Armstrong

Assembly Members Barbara Carr

Manager

John Eder
Dorothy Jones
John Musgrove
Rose Palmquist
Al Strawn

Vern Ungerecht
Gary Thurlow
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INTRODUCTION

This publication was prepared with monies appropriated by the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough Assembly in 1984 for the purpose of providing visitors with information about our Valley,
and places of interest to see and visit.

We encourageyou to spend some time, learn about rural Alaska, and enjoy the beauty and
the many things to do in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough.

Pioneer Peak and Bodenburg Butte from Matanuska River Bridge on Old Glenn Highway.
Photography. Pat Owens. Michelle Steams. Brigitte Lively
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NORTH TO PALMER

KNIK RIVER Parking and river access
KNIK RIVER  Boat launches and river access.
Access to fishing at Rabbit Slough.

31 Junction of Parks Highway.

353

359

36.0

37.0

37.3

LULU'S NURSERY Shopping in the Valley for bedding plants
trees and shrubs. Lulu's is the first nurseiy you come to; there
are many cthers.

MATANUSKA LAKE About 4 miles SW of Palmer. Turn north

at Mile 35.9 on Glenn Highway and park in small graveled area
within highway right-of-way immediately in front of private
cabled road. Follow access signs approximately 250 yards to
the lake. This Bfoot wide public easement is entirely bordered
by private lands. A private camping, parking, launching and
boat rental facility. Matanuska Lake Park is situated immediately
adjacent to the public trail. The entrance to the fee camping
area can be reached by turning NW from the Parks Highway
onto Trunk Road at Mile 35.7. Proceed 3/10 of a mile and turm
right again into the campground.

KEPLER-BRADLEY LAKES A system of lakes stocked by the
Alaska Department of Fish & Game, most of which are in the
Kepler-Bradley Lakes State Recreation Area. If you are not a
fisherman, you probably will enjoy a hike along the trails. The
lakes accessible from the Glenn Highway are:

ECHO LAKE is also located 4 miles SW of Palmer. It is
immediately adjacent to the south side of the Glenn Highway
at Mile 37.3. A small portion of the north shore of Echo Lake is
within the highway right-of-way and therefore provides the
only public access to this water body. Parking isavailable at the
nearby lacross the highway) Kepler Lake public parking site. A
private fee parking and boat launch facility isalso present at this
lake, the entrance to this site is located at Mile 37 Glenn

Highway.
KE%LER—BRADLEY LAKES 4 miles SWoff almer. Turnnorthat

Mile 37.3 on Glenn Highway and go 200 feet to these
connected lakes. A public access and pa'rking corridor is present
between the highway right-of-way and wooden bridge bi-
secting the two lakes. A private campground immediately
adjacent to this public corridor provides camping, parking, boat
launch and boat rental service. From this you can also reach:

39.0

385

385

40.5

GLENN HIGHWAY Q

MEIRS LAKE 3 miles south of Palmer. Turp east off Glenn
Highway at Mile 39.2 onto the Outer Springer Loop and
proceed 3/10 mile to marked access trail on the left. Meirs Lake
lies about 100 yards from the road. Unmaintained site that
features trail access only. The site consists of a 200-foot wide
strip linking the road to the lake.

POLE-LOCK FARM BAR & |_|QUOR Stop here for humorand

fun. Wet your whistle. Alaskan hospitality, many items of
interest, rooms for S25 per day and package liquor store.

MATANUSKA FARM MARKET  In the Valley since 1975.

garden supplies available. "All locally pioduced vegetables in
the summer", also flowers.

ALASKA STATE FAIR Fair time is from about August 26 to
September 5. Lots of exhibits, carnival. 4-H displays, horse show
and rodeo make this an important and exciting time for
residents and visitors. Other scheduled events, besides the Fair,
usually includes the Midsummer Festival Rodeo in June, KSKA
Bluegrass Festival in July. Mat-Su District 4-H Fair in early
August, and fireworks on July 4.

405 ALASKA HISTORICAL AND TRANSPORTATION MUSEUM

40.6

The north country was conquered by the early pioneers notjust
on foot, but with the help of implements, vehicles and
equipment by land, seaand air. See them at the museum. Mile
40, Glenn Highway, on the parklike grounds, with picnic tables
for families and transportation toys for small children. Exhibits
are also on display in three railroad cars and the Don Sheldon
Building. Open 7 days a week from 8iil 4. 745-4493.

VALLEY PERFORMING ARTS have their home at the old
Colony church on the Alaska State Fairgrounds. Mile 40, Glenn
Highway. VPA offers drama, comedy, dance, concerts and
special attractions throughout the year. Inquire at the Visitor
Center or at 745-2484 for current offerings.

MAT-SU MINERS BASEBALL The State Fairgrounds is home

to the semi-professional Mat-Su Miners. Watch them in action
throughout the summer. American Legion baseball is played
on most evenings when the Miners are out of town.

CASATACO restaurant at Mile 40.6. Mexican and American
fast foods.

40.7 WINDBREAK CAFE Daily specials, prices for complete meals

KEPLER-BRADLEY
STATE RECREATION AREA
( Proposed)



m GLENN HIGHWAY

range from S3- 91 for complete meals, open 7 days a week, 6
a.m. to midnight.

410 VALLEYFAJR MALL Ashopping centerjust south of Palmer on <
Glenn Highway including supermarket, pharmacy, hardware,
book and gift stores.

PALMER

~ Alatfc* 6l»»*
Transportation Um»n

Alaska's foremost agricultural region, this area was first settled during the early part of the
century by farmers while the Alaska Railroad was being built, and then, in 1935. by depression-era
farmers from Minnesota. Wisconsin and Michigan, who came to the Matanuska Agricultural colony
to develop the valley's farming potential. The colony survived despite great obstacles. ar;d some of
the original houses and barns are still visible on the outskirts of Palmer.

Today, more than half the state's farms are in the Matanuska Valley. More than 28.000 acres of
land are cleared and 15.000 of it are cultivated. The Valley is well known for its production of iarge
vegetables. Although the growing season is short, only 100 to 120 days, long hours of daylight help
produce very large vegetables. Record-size cabbages weighing 70 to 80 pounds, and barely fitting in
a wheelbarrow, are exhibited at the annual Alaska State Fair.

The rural setting of much of the area allows a variety of outdoor recreation, and isa playground
for many Anchorage residents A large horse population makes use of an abundance of trails, some of
which date back to logging roads when lumber was cut for the gold mines at Willow Creek. These
trails are also enjoyed by dog mushers, cross-country skiers, hikers and backpackers. Palmer boasts a
theatre, community center, rodeo and horse showgrounds, tennis courts, ball parks, playgrounds,
ice hockey rinks, museums, the Mat-Su Miners Baseball team, and the Alaska State Fairgrounds.

Palmer, population close to 3.000. has been the center of this farming community 42 miles
northeast of Anchorage on the Glenn Highway. It's a first-class city and isthe seat of the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough The town houses many agricultural support agencies, including the Experiment
Station of the University of Alaska. The Pioneer Home isoccupied by a special generation of Alaskans
— those who helped build our great state?.



PALMER

THINGS TO DO

VISITTHE INFORMATION CENTER in the log building downtown The friendly staff can point any
visitor in the right direction, according to areas of interest Ask them for a copy of the Welcome to
Palmer Brochure" published by the Greater Palmer Chamber of Commerce it :ﬂhelp familiarize you
with the town A Colony museum is in the basement, as well as the office of the Greater Palmer
Chamber of Commerce The information center features slide shows that include pictures of the
amazingly large vegetables grown in the area, and during late August the visitor is invited to watch
the cabbages grow that are planted next to the building. Alaskan gifts and souvenirs, most of them
created in the Valley, are available.

SEE THE ALASKA HISTORICAL AND TRANSPORTATION MUSEUM at the Alaska State
Fairgrounds. Mile 40. Glenn Highway. The north country was conquered by the early pioneers not
just on foot, but with the help of implements, vehicles and equipment by land, sea and air See them
at the museum on the parklike grounds, with picnic tables for families and transportation toys for
small children Exhibits are also on display in three railroad cars and the Pnn Sheldon Building Open
7 days a week. 8-4.

LOOK AT THE CHURCH OF A THOUSAND LOGS, which is the last of the original three colony
churches still in regular use. Visitors are invited to take pictures during the week

ATTEND HORSE SHOWS, RODEQOS, AND THE ALASKA STATE FAIR The Alaska State Fair hosts
many events throughout the year. There's a horse show almost every weekend during the summer
months. The State Fair runs from the last week in August through Labor Day. and boasts many
agricultural exhibits, lots of 4-H events, concession stands and midway carnival. Check with the Fair
for other scheduled events, such as the KSKA Bluegrass Festival 1745-4827).

GO HORSEBACK RIDING at many of the local stanles.

RUN WITH THE BEST The mat-Su Running Club encourages visitors to test their stamina against the
local runners who compete on different trails in the Valley at least once a month

CLIMB THE BODENBURG BUTTE, LAZY MOUNTAIN, OR RIDE YOUR BIKE AROUND
SPRINGER LOOP ROAD, There are many opportunities for outdoor activity Enjoy them.

GO FISHING OR BOATING in some of the many lakes surrounding Palmer. Ask the Visitor Center
for a brochure of favorite spots.

LODGING & DINING

VALLEY HOTEL Located in downtown Palmer on South
Alaska Street and isopenyear round. There are 34 rooms with
bathrooms. T.V.. telephone, liquor issold in a separate lounge
next to the Round House Cafe. Conveniently located in
downtown Palmer for shopping needs.

PIONEER MOTEL on Arctic Way off of Glenn Highway. 20

unjls

HYLAND HOTEL |Hotel Palmer| has operated for 48 years
and is located at 333 Evergreen in downtown Palmer, room
rates are S20 for single and S25 for double. We have a small
recreation vehicles facility; dump station, electric plug-ins.
water, space for six only. Fishing within 510 mile radius and
some mountain climbing at the Butte, small game hunting in
season. Close to shopping needs in Palmer

THE BOUNTY a complete mea! restaurant, located for the
past Oyears at Mile 1/4 of the Old Palmer-Wasilla Highway.
justwest ofGlenn Highway andStandard Service Station. Live
dinner music. Most everything ismade from scratch. A lounge

is located off the restaurant. The Bounty isopen 7 days a week
m9am. to

g @WﬁEgﬁﬁM\ﬁ in gownt>own é’a]mer For tHe past

20 years on Evergreen Street. All food is homemade;
homemade pies, sweet radlls, bread, soup, complete meals.

BAILEY STREET PUB in Paimer under the Frontier Cafe, offers
avariety of liquors foryour convenience A quiet place to enjoy
yourself in a nice setting,

PIZZARIA DELPHI Pizza, ravioli and spaghetti are the mam

fooc,s he,e Located on West Arctic next to Mom Z Pop's
Grocery Beerand wine are served, prices range fror S5.95 to
clo QC

HUNGRY BEAR INN Palmer. 1031 South Bailey Street Prices
on food range from 9 75 to $99. Homemade bread and
pastries, and full meals are served here A gift shop and pawn
shop are on the premises. Rings, scrimshaw ivory, gold nugget
jewelry and nuggets right out of the creeks,

HAPPY GREEK Located on EImwood and Colony in Palmer,
open from Il am. til | am. Homemade Green and Italian
foods are served along with a vanety of complete meals,

PIONEER MEAT MARKET AND DELI on Evergpen Street,

ROUNDHOUSE CAFE in the Valley Hotel.

STEVE'S STEAKOUT on Colony Way
YUKON JACK'S next to Klondike Mikes on Colony Way.



PALMER

SHOPS & SPECIAL SERVICES

ME VI ITOR & INFORMATION CENTER, MUSEUM

&GIFTSHOP' rhe rustic log cabin downtown isopen daily 9-
5 Items from the Colony era are displayed in the museum
downstairs. The staff is of great help with advice and
information on day-to-day events in Palmer and the Mat-
anuska Valley.

CAMPER PARK A100 space camper park in awooded setting
in town. Use the park as a base camp for checking out the
town and for exploring the Matanuska Valley.

PALMER TSUNAMI OBSERVATORY About one-half mile
from downtown, across the Glenn Highway on the Palmer-
Wasilla Highway is the Observatory, which records seismic
and tidal information, and is headquarters of the Alaska
Regional Tsunami Warning System, and a part of the National
Weather Service. Tours for the public are every Friday from| - 3
p-m. Ifyou are part of a large group, call them ahead of time at
7454212,

CARR'S SHOPPING CENTER A medium sized shopping
center now being constructed at the intersection of the Glenn
Highway and the Palmer-Wasilla Highway.

KOSLOSKY’S Agroceiyand meat market, clothing and liquor
store, has been operating since 1948 and is located on West
Delia Street in downtown Palmer.

MOM & POP'S GROCERY in Palmer on 103 West Arctic,
across from the Texaco. A wide variety of gruceiy needs, for
quick food pick ups stop here on your way to Hatcher Pass.

Every food you can think of.

DEB'S PHARMACY AND FOUNTAIN in downtown Palmer
at 848 South Colony Way.

DEB'S FAMILY STORE Located in downtown Palmer on
DeliaStreetacrossfromtheCo-op Adiugstore. phanmacy, laundromet,
lunches are served at Deb's lunch counter. There are magazines,
film, gifts, the building used to be the commisary for the 1935
colonists.

PALMER WASH & CLEAN Located in downtown Palmer
across from Palmer Arms Apartments, on North Alaska Street.
The best in dry cleaning, also a laundromat with over 20
washers and dryers Showers can be used in the back. Just
south of Old Glenn Highway; Arctic).

BIG VALLEY LAUNDRY AND GROCERY wile 405 old
Glenn Highway. Laundromat with 20 washers and dryers,
and a variety of grocery needs and conveniences.

CHARLIE BROWN CHEVRON At Evergreen and the Glenn

Highway, full maintenance on your behide. 3 garages.

PALMER TESORO Intersection of new Glenn Highway and
Old Glenn Highway |Arctic|. complete auto service, mechanic
on duty, camper dump station.

TEXACO Intersection of new Glenn Highway and Old Glenn
Highwayjust ea- of Pioneer Motel.

LEQ'S UNION . 6 on South Colony Way.

BENNETT'S HIGHWAY UNION 76 next to Valley Fair Mall.
Mile 41, Glenn Highway.

HARRISON AIR TRANSPORT, INC. Paimer airport, sight-

seeing trips by air.

VALLEY HOSPITAL at s15 E Dahliajust east of downtown
Palmer. 24 hour emergency care. Follow the arrows.
745-4813.

Cecil Hicks phot



180

160

16.0

145

OLD GLENN HIGHWAY

The Old Glenn Highway stairs at Arctic Avenue in Palmer, crosses the Matanuska River two miles
to the east, and goes through old homesteading country to the Kmk River Bridge. Don't pass up a
small side trip around the Bodenburg Loop, one of the Valley's most luscious farm areas. It follows the
Knik River (and the toe of the Chugach Mountains) to Mile 29.5 of the Glenn Highway. This is an
alternate route to Anchorage, about 5 miles longer than the Glenn Highway route.

FROM PALME%SEUTHEA%T

TO JUNCTION OF GLENN HIGHWAY
A separated path, running on the west side of the Old Glenn
Highway all the way from Palmer to the Knik River Bridge. 10
miles of walking, bicycling,jogging, horseback riding, dog sled
driving and cross-country skiing trail.
FIRESIDE RESTAURANT Authentic Mexican food. bar. with
lots of atmosphere, outside deck for summer dining, over-
looking the Matanuska River.

CLARK WOLVERINE ROAD Eight-mile road on top of bluffs

overlooking Matanuska River to the north. Several farms
towards the end of the road.

BUSHES BUNCHES GREENHOUSES one-haif mile up Clark-

Wolverine Road. A popular late spring and summer drive for
Anchorage residents seeking beeding "plants. trees and shrubs.

LAZY MOUNTAIN TRAIL A steep hiking trail to the top of Lazy
Mountain. Magnificent views of the whole Valley. Tum right
3/4 mile north of the intersection of Old Glenn Highway and
Clark-Wolverine Road, then straight up the hill (Huntley Road|.
turn right into Morgan Horse Equestrian Center parking lot.

MORGAN HORSE EQUESTR|AN CENTER An undevelopea

horse show area leased to Morgan Horse Association. Parking,
cleared grassy areas and picnic benches. This is at the end of
Huntley Road and then south to parking area.

MORGAN HORSE EQUESTRIAN TRAIL A horseback, hiking
and cross countiy skiing trail leading from the Morgan Horse
Equestrian Trail to Rippy Trail (at end of Maud Road) and Burnt
Butte Trail (at Plumley Road) six miles to the south. Easywalking
in the summer, panoramic views of the Valley.

RIPPY TRAIL Five mile horseback riding and hiking trail around
southeast shoulder of Lazy Mountain. At east end of Maud
Road, follow the old logging road keeping to left at all times.
Trail starts at Mile 2 of logging road. Views of Jim Lake. Knik
River Valley and Knik Glacier.

mm™*.
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BODENBURG CREEK RED SALMON VIEWING AREA
August 15 - September 150n east side of Old Glenn Highway. |
You can see thousands of red salmonjust off of the rood.

Quick sTop. GAS & COFFEE SHOPGroceries and restaurant
at corner of Old Glenn Highway and Plumley Road.

BURNT BUTTETRAIL.A long horseback and hiking trail at end

of Plumley Road heading north to Burnt Butte with access to
numerous other trails leading to Friday Creek (Rippy Trail) and
along south slopes of Lazy Mountain to Morgan Horse
Equestrian Center on Huntley Road. There is a boggy section
on top of Bumnt Butte. Do not drive your vehicle up the
driveway, walk or ride instead.

BODENBURG BUTTE TRAIL one-half mile west on South
Bodenburg Loop Road. A short steep trail to the top of a rocky
promontory. Interesting rock and plant conditions. Excellent
views of Valley.

1.0 JIM CREEK TRAIL SYSTEM At the end of Plumley Road and

100

9.0

then to the south. Provides access to a number of horse, hiking
and other trails that lead to the north shore of Knik River and Jim
Creek. Heavily wooded dunes and vistas of Knik Glacier and
Kmk River. Many of the old logging roads are severely rutted by
four wheel vehicles, but there isone good horsetrail all the way
to the dunes and the mouth of Jim Creek.

DELROI'S BAR Features ribs and chicken. Open fromHam. till
after midnight.

KNIK RIVER Boat launching on gravel bars, access to Knik
Glacier by water.



HATCHER PASS ROAD

HATCHER PASS This is one of the most popular recreation areas of the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough. It is accessible to population centers, provides alpine scenery views and a wealth of
year-round recreational opportunities, including hiking, cross country skiing, bobsledding and
horseback riding.

The Hatcher Pass region of the Talkeetna Mountains was actively mined for gold until the 1940's.
The area is dotted with decaying mine buildings.

In 1979 Starkey A. Wilson, a geologist with a long-term interest in Hatcher Pass, donated the lower
half of Independence Mine to the State Division of Parks. The 227 acres are now a State Historical Park.
The park includes the assay building, several bunkhouses, a tipple and other buildings. The upper
portion was retained to be included in agold operation. Other old mines in the area, including the Fern
Mine, are being developed for possible future operations.

Visitors to this veritable ghost town, an hour's drive north of Anchorage, might wonder at the
fortitude of men who hauled every scrap of lumber and machinery almost 5,000 feet up the steep
mountainside by dog sled in winter or horse-drawn wagon in summer. Presently the only access to the
state's newest park is the narrow, winding, unpaved Hatcher Pass Loop Road, impassable part of the
winter and during breakup.



HATCHER PASS ROAD

But once at the summit, any explorer to Independence Mine will be rewarded with a breathtaking
scenic vista of the rich farming valley below and a sense of majesty only miles of tundra terrain can
create, as well as a glimpse of Alaska's old mining past.

Hatcher Pass is a heavy day-use recreation area. Extended stays are also popular. There are several
overnight cabins in the area. The Mountaineering Club maintains a cabin in the Mint Glacier area of
the Little Susitna drainage. There isalso a cabin used by hikers, skiers and snow machiners about one
mile north of the Pern Mine. Commercial lodging and restaurants are available at the Independence
Lodge and the Little Susitha Roadhouse.

Snow machine use is very high, but is restricted to certain areas to reduce conflict with skiers.
Off-road vehicle traffic is at a moderate level.

The Division of Parks has identified Independence Mine as a major statewide historical and
recreation resource. Parks is restoring old buildings so that the history of large scale gold mining can be
preserved.



HATCHER PASS ROAD
LITTLESUSITNA ROADHOUSE in the heart of Willow Creek

Mining District surrounded by gold mines, the roadhouse
serves complete meals along with your favorite wines, beers
and liquor. Home style cooking, and Lefsa. a Norwegian
specialty. They welcome campers in the parking lot. and there
are many pulloffs along the Little Susitna Four rooms, two
cabins with twelve beds at 9 7- $30 per day. Located in some
of the best cross country skiing in the valley. Sledding, hang-
gliding. berry picking, hilling trails, gold panning Rock climb-
ing alpine flowers, old gold mines, snowmobilmg and lots of
beautiful sceneiy.

GOVERNMENT PEAK TRAILA lecently brushed two and a
half mile trail starting from the Little Susitna Roadhouse and
heading south parallel to and several hundred yards uphill
from the road. The trail is not yet well defined for summer use
S0 it is primarily a winter crass country skiing trail.

MINT GLACIER TRAIL (Litte Susitna River Trail) The Mint
Glacier Trail isa popular eight mile hiking, cross country skiing,
horse, dog sled, snow machining and gold panning trail. The
last couple of miles are very steep. There is a Mountaineer's
Club cabin at the end of the trail, but the steepness deters most
from reaching it The first part of the tr’ T is gentle. The trail
begins at the Little Susitna Roadhouse a id follows the Little
Susitna River for approximately one and one-half miles where
it crosses the river to approach the Lonesome Gold Mine.
During flooding the river is dangerous to cross After crossing
the river there isone mile to go before reaching the Lonesome
Mine. The trail continues up Little Susitna River to its source at
the Mint Glacier.

FERN MINE TRAIL This isa four-mile road running from the
junction of Hatcher Pass Road and Fern Mine Road to Fern
Mine.

In the winter the road is used for cross country skiing and for
high school and Nordic Sk Team practice. In the summer it
provides access to the Reed Lake-Snowbird Mine trailhead.

REED LAKE-SNOWBIRD MINE TRAIL The Reed Lake-
Snowbird Mine Trail turns right 2.5 miles north along the Fern
Mine Road. It isjust beyond the historic Archangel Cieek. This
trail ispopular among mountaineers but families with children
can handle it

Snowbird Mine isabout a half mile down the trail, and Upper
Reed Lake is three miles from there. Cross country skiing is
good to the mine There is a side trip to the northwest up the
valley of Glacier Creek. Shortly after leaving Snowbird Mine
there is a place where the bridge has washed out across the
creek, so it is necessary to engage in boulder hopping across
large boulders. From there it is a steep climb on a switch back
and again there is a boulder field, followed by a grassy
meadow with Reed Creek going through the meadow. Thisis
a grassy area with huge boulders and is quite scenic.

Lower Reed Lake at an elevation of 3.750 feet isa heart-shaped
turqoise lake with gently sloping meadows on the sides, itisa
good place for camping and for children to play. Upstreamyou
can see the waterfalls from Upper Reed Lake falling into the
river and entering the Lower Peed Lake. The granite spires
around this meadow are as high as 6.536 feet.

HATCHER PASS LODGE Take turn to right at Mile 17 of the
Hatcher Pass Road. The lodge can be reached by car in winter
or summer, and isopen from October to April. Excellent views.
Some of the best cross country skiing in Alaska is located here
at 3,000 feet. Fifteen kilometers of machine-groomed trails
connect historic and scenic points of interest. Miles of
wilderness trails and guided tours to historic mining camps.
One mile below Independence Mine State Historic Park,
restaurant and lounge and a relaxing sauna over the creek
For S5a nightyou can bunk on the floor of the lodge, and tents
may be pitched on the tundra landscape anywhere in the
alpine valley. Tenters may use restroons at lodge.
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Little Susitna Road House

INDEPENDENCE MINE STATE HISTORIC PARK Again take
turn to right at Mile 17. This historic ghost camp is a living
museum of Alaska's gold mining past. Sprawled over tne 227
acre park are the buildings and machineiy of a300 man camp
and hardrock goldmine operation

Visitors are invited to walk through the area and see an
connect historic and scenic points of interest. Miles of Rainbow
trout, letsyou picnic or launch your boat for your enjoyment,
office has been convened into a museum. There are no
campsites or picnic areasavailable in the park. Sanitaryfacilities
are available at the visitor's center. This is an excellent starting
point for backpacking trips into the Talkeetna Mountains.



FROM PALMER EAST

49.5 PALMER-FISHHOOK ROAD An accessto the Independence

Mine State Park. Hatcher Pass and Willow Creek mining country
and Valley farm scenes. (See page 10).

31 BUFFALO MINE ROAD A scenic road through high country

60.5

61.0

to old coal mines, one of which, the Buffalo Mine, still mines
coal for home use. Trails take off fromthe road at various points
Access to fishing in Wishbone Lake for Rainbow trout.

MOOSE CREEK WAYS|DE 5 miles north of Palmer, it is a
pleasant and convenient camping spot. Fossils and petrified
wood can be found upstream in the creek bed. Fishing for Dolly
Varden and Rainbow trout.

HILLTOP TESORO A gas station and gift shop, candy, pop.
chips. Tesoro gas., gold nuggetjewelry, avariety of scrimshaw,
packaged sandwiches and free coffee. (And a large dumpster
for your convenience!)

ALPINE GENERAL STORE  since 1955. Everything from
groceries, hunting and fishing licenses, laundromat, local arts,
gifts, scrimshaw.

61.0 THE EATERY Inthe same building as the Alpine General Store.

610

From pizza to doughnuts, all homemade and. baked goods,
pies, doughnuts. Open Oa.m. to 8p.m. seven days a week

JONESVILLE MINE ROAD-SEVENTEEN MILE LAKE oid
coal mining area. Turn north off Glenn Highway at Mile 60.9 at
the community of Sutton near the Alpine General Store onto
paved road, and proceed 16 miles to where road forks. Take
right fork and continue 21 miles where road again forks. Take

615

62.5
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66.7

7.8

760

GLENN HIGHWAY

left fork and go 02 miles to Seventeen Mile Lake. The road
between the sanitary fill and the lake is currently very rough.
Summer use only. Undeveloped access to lake within Seven-
teen Mile Estates

DEBBIE'S ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES Antiques and gifts.

Also a lot of information about local area history. Alaska
Museum pieces. Open May | til September 30.

GRANITE CREEK Fishing for Dolly Varden and Rainbow trout.
GRANITE CREEK RANCH YOUTH HOSTEL one of the

newest hostels, located at Sutton. A good place to stop, sleep,
eat and get cleaned up.

KINGSRIVER a picnicand hiking areawhere King's Riverjoins
the Matanuska River. This isan entrance to a leg of the historic
Chicl<aloon-Knik-Nelchma Trail. Now a four wheel drive road
along the north side of King's River. Fishing for Rainbow trout.

PERMANENTITRALILHEAD 15 miles to Castle Mountain. 4
miles of veiy difficult four wheel drive road to King's River.
Castle Mountain is pure limestone. The road was built in the
1960's by Kaiser Gypsum (Permanenti) to obtain access to this
limestone area for exploration.

KING MOUNTAIN WAYSIDE A convenient overnight stop
with an excellent view of King Mountain and the fast moving
giacier-fed Matanuska Rver. Heavily timbered with spruce,

picnicking, and sanitaiy facilities, as well as firewood are
provided. The river is extremely dangerous during high water.



V GLEIMN HIGHWAY

King

765 KING MOUNTAIN LODGE since 1952. Within easywalking

770

distance from King Mountain Wayside. Seven cabins. 5 motel
rooms, phone, bathrooms, ten camper plug-in spaces along the
Matanuska River. River-raftmg. hunting, fishing, skiing, rock
climbing, horseback riding, fossil hunting A restaurant spec-
ializes in homemade baked goods, open 6to midnight in
summer, and Oto 10p.m. inwinter. Liquor issold in a bar offthe
restaurant.

CHICKALOON GENERAL STORE & SERVICE STATION

Since 1963. Located at Chickaloon, Alaska. Alaskan handmade
gifts including woodcrafts, ivoiy. painted gold pans. All items
sold are made in Alaska by Alaskans. Regular, unleaded gas
and diesel, propane, fuel oil. bathrooms, water, laundromat,
dump station, service station. 24 hour wrecker service. King
Mountain Lodge next door, also King Mountain State Wayside
campground. Good area for rockhounds. fossil hunters, hikers,
good hunting.

77.6 RIVER RAFTING several river trips on the Matanuska River

from here. Nova River Runners operates a one-day trip suitable
forall ages, starting at Chickaloon Station. 30 miles northeast of
Palmer. Lionshead Whitewater and Chickaloon Heli-Rafting.
Nova operates daily from May 15 to September 15. Call 694-3750
or write Box 440. Eagle River, Alaska 99577.

Wrangell Mountains from Mile 120



77.7 CHICKALOON RIVER ROAD AND TRAIL Histoncalentrance 88.7
to Chickaloon-Knik-Nelchina and good fishing for Dolly

Varden.
783 COAL RIVER CANYON VIEWPOINT Scenic overlook of 82
Matanuska River and Coal Creek Canyon.
82.0 BONNIE LAKE WAYSIDE Bonnie Lake is nestled in avalley
one-half mile north of the Glenn Highway. The road to this site
is unpaved, steep and winding. The lake is stocked annually a1l
and offers excellent fishing for Rainbow trout. Silver Salmon and
Grayling. Boating and canoeing, but use boat launch with
caution. 96.4
83.3 RAVINE LAKE go north of highway for Rainbow trout and ’
Grayling fishing in Ravine and Bonnie Lakes.

84.2 SCENICVIEW pullout on south side of highway. Scenic vista of
Chugach Mountains and Matanuska River.

84.7 SCENIC VISTA Ppullout on south side of highway. Scenic vista

99.3

GLENN HIGHWAY

COAL SEAMS PULLOUT Tmis is a pullout on south side of
highway to provide parking for viewing of coal seams or
collecting coal next to highway.

PURINGTON CREEK ACCESS OF CHICKALOON-KNIK-
NELCHINA TRAILSYSTEM pullout on north side of highway
next to Purington Creek serves as a trailhnead. Used by hikers
and hunters throughout the year.

CONGLOMERATE CREEK TRAIL Trailhead on south side of
highway for Conglomerate Creek Trail. Used by fossil coll-
ectors.

HICKS CREEK TRAIL pullout on south side of highway serves
as trailhead for Hicks Creek Trail north to Index Lake.

PINOCLE CREEK TRAILHEAD Pullout on north side of
highway served as a trailhead for Pinocle Creek Trail. The
Pinocle Creek Trail leads to Hicks Creek and then to the historic
Knik-Chickaloon Trail (Caribou Creek segment.)

of Matanuska River framed by Chugach Mountains. Very l1000MATANUSKA GLACIER WAYSIDE  This scenic overlook on

beautiful.

LONG LAKE WAYSIDE 38 miles north of Palmer on Glenn
Highway, sitson the eastern edge of the Talkeetna Mountains. | CI
The clear blue lake isabout a mile long, one-quaiter mile wide
and very deep. Grayling fishing in early summer. Beriypicking.
hiking and wildlife viewing. Easy trails for all ages.

87.8 WIENER LAKE PULLOUT Grayling fishing and picnic spot.

the Glenn Highway provides a panoramic view of the Mat-
anuska Glacier and surrounding Chugach Mountains. The site
is wooded with rolling terrain. As a result of the 1964
earthquake, the cliff overlooking the glacier has become
unstable and dangerous. Do not approach the edge, nor
attempt to follow the trail along the top of the bluff. Camping
and sanitary facilities and firewood are available. There is
another overlook at Mile 1016

Matanuska Glacier
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~  One of the few glaciersyou candrive to and explore on foot, it

n is27 miles long and averages two miles in width. At the base, it

s isabout four miles wide. The glacier originates in the Chugach

n Mountains atan elevation 013,000 feet. Fossils, stones, earth,

seeds, and plants which have been preserved for centuries

have been left behind as the glacier recedes. It once extended

all the way to the Palmer area, probably about 18,000 years

ago. Evidence shows that the glacier has remained fairly
stable, vaiying approximately 1,000 feet over the past 400C

years.

1200 LAKE LEILA-WRANGELL MOUNTAINS SCENIC VISTA

Overlook of Lake Leila and scenic view of Wrangell Mountains.
Good Burbot and Grayling fishing.

1220SNOWMACHINERS ACCESS Access to old road loop. Used

for winter parking for snowmobilers.

13 0GUNSIGHT MOUNTAIN LODGE Open 7am. to I].p.m. daily.

Complete meals are served; homemade soups. Services
include liquor store, wrecker service, guiding, garage irs,
snowmachine sales and repair. Seven rooms rent out for 3£ per
night per person.

1010  MATANUSKA GLACIER PARK RESORT  Access to this [23.2TAHNETA INN Located in prime hunting grounds for caribou,

V § - spectacular, 27-mile glacier is through private 'Mawnttsto
'X L. Glacier Park Resort. Picnic area, canipgrounds, &stwe. service

Station and restaurant. ]-01HB‘:<V‘ IA\D UvS> />.i < /i'ifijC

1022 LONG RIFLE LODGE situated in the valley between the
Talkeetna and Chugach Range overlooking the Matanuska
Glacier. There are three rooms here, S25 single, S35 double.
Beer and wine is served. Visitors can enjoy berry picking along
with hiking, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling and beautiful
wild flowers.

1061 CARIBOU CREEK HILL SCENIC VISTA Pullout on south side
of highway at top of Caribou Creek Hill for scenic vista and
sheep viewing area.

1070 CARIBOU CREEK TRAIL ACCESS  venicle access past
highway barriers to Caribou Creek Trail on north side of
highway.

107.9 GLACIER-SHEEP VIEWING VISTA Pullout on south side of
highway for sheep viewing area and as scenic overlook of
Matanuska Glacier.

1085 MATANUSKA GLACIER VISTA  Pullout on south side of

highway. Many people stop in late summer to pick berries.

1135 SHEEP MOUNTAIN LODGE Has operated since the mid-

1940's. Great stop for sheep pictures on the mountains behind.
Noted for its flowers along the highway. There are 3 motel units
and 5 cabins, per day. There are camper facilities,
and an area for tent camping. On some days there is Polka
dancing and every other weekend music. Some groceries
(snacks) can be obtained along with liquor in a bar or store. A
restaurant specializes in sourdough pancakes, homemade chili,
rolls and family style meals. A gift shop isincluded where there
isjewelry, ceramics, porcupine quill necklaces, earrings, gold
pan paintings, ivoiy. Sheep Mountain T-shirts. Cross-country
skiing, snowshoeing. mountain climbing, fossil hunting, sheep
observation. Some fossil hunts are guided along with photo-

raphy trips. This isavery popular cros-country skiing areawith

km of groomed trails.

1176 SQUAW CREEK TRAIL ascends to the north to Gunsight

Mountain.

t('m, serve you fomplete meals; gas station open from

am. til
a.m. with 24 hour wrecker service. Rooms rent for per night
per person, camping is available nearby. A bar is open from
a.m. till after midnight.

grizzly bear, sheep and good fishing. A cafe is ope;§ Gam to

1233 BELANGER PASS TRAIL Access to Squaw Creek Trail and

Startup Lake.

1264NELCHINA RIVER TRAILHEAD Heads southwest off the

highway to Goober Lake and over a ridge to the Nelchina
Glacier and River.

P80EUREKA LODGE since 19%6. six motel "bunkrooms" with 4-5

beds per room, each with private bathrooms, and overnight
parking by Eureka Lake. Union gas and diesel. Bar and a
complete liquor store. Restaurant with complete meals. Owner
Hal Fimpe| takes especial pride in the pies and soups saying "
We make ]mpies aweek at least". A gift shop that makes gold
nugget jewelry from the creeks in the hills behind the lodge,
also scrimshaw and ivory pendants, along with Alaskan
souvenirs. The Nelchina Gold District extends from this area.

Activities include snowmachining, skiing, fishing, hunting,
guided hunts and air taxi service.

12940LD ROAD COMMISSION ROAD Puliout on north side of

highway isa trailhead to Old Road Commission Road (goes to
Strelsha Ridge).

1303 OLD MAN CREEK TRAILHEAD pullout on north side of

highway isa trailnead forOld Man Creek Trall. This trail receives
much winter use and is sometimes used for access to placer
mining area around old Nelchina Townsite.

1369 MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH  boundary.
1380 LITTLE NELCHINA WAYSIDE on the Glenn Highway is a

convenient rest area and overnight stop for highway travelers,
as well as an acces point for moose and sheep hunters during
cpacnn



LAKE LOUISE ROAD

Junction at Mile 159 8Glenn Highway

LOON LANDING CAMPGROUND A campground on a
giavel road 18 miles from the Glenn Highway. Popular with
hunters and fishermen. An access point to Lake Louise,
adjoining lakes and streams. Lake trout 3nd Grayling.

LAKE LOUISE LODGE Built in 1951 on Lake Louise. 19.3 miles
north of Mile 160 of the Glenn Highway. The mam lodge
verlooks the lake. Cafe opens at ©a.m. three cabins rent for
per night and each sleeps four, no indoor plumbing.
Fishing is great, snowmobiling. ice fishing, skiing, hunting.
Specialties include a Lake Louise Lunker with ham. roast beef,
and homemade horseradish sauce.

Lake Louise Lodge

EVERGREEN LODGE on Lake Louise. Ten kilometers of
crcss-country skiing, groomed trails. Meals are served family
style, with prime rib. homemade bread and dessert. Rooms
run from $50 per night, including 3 meals. A night in the
bunkhouse is $15 and includes food. Sunday brunch features
sourdough pancakes and champagne. For reservations call
345-1160.

WOLVERINE LODGE Located off Lake Louise with aon&sto
the lake. Eight rooms inthe lodge. Kitchen opens fromOa.m
til I p.m. The bar opens at ©Oa.m. Menu includes steak
dinners, seafood platter, chicken dinner and hamburgers.

Good fishing and hunting in the area.
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PARKS HIGHWAY TO WASILLA

31 PARKS HIGHWAY  once called the Anchorage-Fairbanks

Highway, this road connects Alaska's two largest cities. Anchor-
age and Fairbanks. Northbound on the Glenn Highway, the
Parks Highway leads off to the left about 35 miles from

MATANUSKA GUEST RANCH & RIDING STABLE AND
MATAN UgKA |_AKEs PARK (campground) In operation for

15 years on Trunk Road, near Glenn and Parks Highway
junction. Horseback rides and pony rides every day during
June-July-AugusL and on weekends April-May and September-
October. Fourteen lakes, including Kepler-Bradley Lake State
Park lakes, within | and 1/2 hour walk from campground.
Campground and camper park located on lake frontage.
Guest ranch for ages 8to 15. bunk houses, toilets and showers.
Meals are available for children and guests. Camping facilities
include electric hook-ups, drinking water and port-a-cans.
Enjoy swimming, boating, hiking, horseback riding and

PARKS HIGHWAY T

Anchorage.

365 VALLEYFARM MARKET we sell locally grown vegetables."

Turn right after Farm Market to trunk Road Mile 36.5

TRUNK ROAD SIDE TRIP

Fishing for Rainbow trout. Seventeen camper and motor-home
spaces, no sewer hook-up. Fruit stand and curio shop with
nic-nacs sold near by. Families are encouiaged to come and
Visit.

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA EXPERIMENT STATION Estab-
lished in 1917 on Trunk Road, the Station has guided tours from
June | to September |, seven days a week. For appointment
call745-3257. MondaythroughFriday.8am.to4p.m Agreat
place to take photographs of Alaskan vegetables and flowers.
The Alaska Experiment Station has tested and developed
numerous crops for Alaskan and subarctic growing conditions
It is also a center for dairy farm testing and development.

304 GREEN RIDGE CAMPER PARK 35 hook-ups. dump station,

showers, washers and dryers.

40.0 WINDBREAK RESTAURANT Daily specials, compatible

37.0 ARCHIE'S DRIVE-IN For 10years Archie's has featured shakes
and cheeseburgers. Always popular.

37.0 JACKSONS A full family restaurant specializing in barbecued

foods. prices for complete meals, open 7 days a week, Oam. to
38.0 G& G QUICK STORE since 1980. Grocery, gas and liquor store midnight.
for party needs.



Wasilla, population 3.000 and growing fast, is 42 miles from Anchorage. The center of town is
concentrated between Wasilla Lake and Lake Lucille, both popular recreation spots.

The community got its start around 1917 with the development of the Alaska Railroad, when
Wasilla became the supply center for the Willow Creek Mining District and the local farms. During
the heyday of the Gold Card. Mable. Fern. Independence. Lucky Shot and War Baby mines, gold
worth many millions of dollars was extracted. Recently, the iure of the precious metal has rekindled a
flurry of new mining activity.

Wasilla today supplies its residents and visitors with services and conveniences expected ofany
modem town — campgrounds, stores, shopping malls, post office, restaurants and a movie theater.

THINGS TO DO

Stop by the Museum & Visitor Center. a log structure, on Main Streetjust offthe Highway, itwas
built in 1931 and became the center for social functions, such as dances, theatricals, political meetings,
weddings, funerals, basketball games and other communityactivities. Since its restoration in 1967 as a
contribution to Alaska’s centennial celebration, the building has served as museum and visitor center,
and contains and preserves the history of Wasilla and the surrounding area.

See FrontierViIIage behind the museum. This little village includes Wasilla's first school, the first
public bath in town, two different styles of log cabins, a smoke house and a smithy. The Wasilla-Knik-
Willow Creek Historical Society, a non-profit corporation, operates the museum and the village, as
well as the Knik Museum and Mushers Hall of Fame at Knik. The facilities are supported by volunteer
donations and a SI.00 admission charge. /

Participate In the Wasilla Water Festival or the Iditarod Winter Carnival. soth are annual
events organized by the Wasilla Chamber of Commerce. The Water Festival in July centers on
water-oriented sports and activities on Lake Wasilla. The Iditarod Winter Carnival is held the first
weekend in March, to cheer on the mushers and their teams taking offtoward Nome on the Iditarod
Trail. Shuttle bus service to the restart-point at Settlers Bay is provided, many winter-oriented activities
are going on in town, as well as a trade fairand Monte Carlo Night.

Go fiShing, boating orhavea piCniC.Wasilla Lake has a picnic spotand roped-offswimming area
right next to the Parks Highway. Launch your boat and fish for Rainbow trout or silver salmon. In the
winter, the lake is popular for ice-sailing and ice-fishing. Lake Lucille also has good Silver salmon
fishing. Other lakes in the vicinity are Reed. Memory, and Seymour Lakes. Canoeing and fishing are
also popular at the Little Susitna River — driving north on Main Street to Wasilla-Fishhook Road, left
on Schrock Road at Mile 3. to the end of paved road. Old homesteader roads are north of the river.
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LODGING & DINING

COUNTRY KITCHEN Has served the area in the Wasilla
Shopping Center with a variety of foods, 631nd specializes in
some French and Italian cooking. Open Oam to Il p.m.. 7
days a week.

THE DELI For the last 6years die Deli has served special
sandwiches from all over the world and a wide variety of
sliced meats and cheeses located in the Wasilla Business Park
mall, bake their own pies, breari. and rolls A good placeto eat
breakfast, lunch or dinner.Open frtiin ham io6p.m.7daysa
week

ESXIMOTEL & KASHIM ROOM has 34 modem rooms with
rates at S single. 530 double Good dining in the Kashim
room, open 24 houis.7 days a week. A buffet lunch is served
daily from Il a.m. to 2,> m. TheKashinjBar isopen Il am to2
a.m.. ?

FARINA SEPICUREAN PARLOUR inthe nonh pan of town,
serve hot dogs.! ami lurgers,’ tacos and ice cream

HALLEA LODGE on l..<eLucille on Lucille Lane at Mile43 5
Park:, highway across tlie railroad tracks Bar. picnic area, boat
launch, camper park

THE HEALTH FOOD SHOPPE For the past &/ears has been
feeding natural food customers in the Wasilla Shopping
Center. | hey sell eveiy:!iing fiom vitamins toyogurt, and have
.i natural foods snackbar.

HUPPIE'S ROADHOUSE One of Wasilla's liveliest night
spots, bar and live music,

IDITAROD DONS CAFE in the Wasilla Shopping Center.

lives up to its name. Anything you want to know about "The
Last Great Race, the iditarod' Sled Dog Race, you can find out
here. While you're rating Don's fine foods, yQu can enjoy a
gallety of race photographs. Hours are from Bam to p.m.
The only cafe of itskind in Alaska

KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN in the was,if. Shopping
Center serves "Finger Licgen Good" chicken, fish, shrimp and
clams fiom 1030 am to Op.m. 7 days a week.

PANCHO VILLAGE in the B&J Shopping Center Mexican
food and steaks. Il am. lo .m

PEKING CHINESE RESTAURANT downstairs in Huppie's
Roadhouse in Wasilla serves authentic Peking. Szechuan and
Cantonese food. Features luncheon specials during the week,
and take out .orders

PIZZA NAPOLITANA ir the Wasilla Shopping Center. Not
only do they serve a variety of delicious pizzas, they also have
""create-a-diet" pizza, and offer wine and beet

NEW RESTAURANTS In fast-growing Wasilla. new places
open for business month by month. Keep your eyes open as
you drive along the widened and beautiful Parks Highway.

SERVICE STATIONS

COTTLE'S FUEL SERVICE Texaco gas and oil. minor repairs.
propane heating oil and diesel fuel.

H&H SERVICE Tesoio products, piopane, minor repairs, and
tool rental

RON'S CHEVRON Auto and aviation gas. auto and motor-
cycle repair. 24-ho.ur wrecker service

WASILLA CHEVRON In operation since 1971 they have
Chevron gas. diesel, full service and automotive repairs,

complete maintenance Atlas and Sonic tires, batteries and
accessories: Gary Weber, owner and operator.

WASILLA
SHOPS & SPECIAL SERVICES

ALASKA SUSITNA AGENCY/SUSITNA STUDIO  professio-
nal photography service and store Owner-operator Jim
Laughlin can supply most of your photographic needs from
film developing to portrait work The past 8years Susitna
Studio has been located in the Wasilla Shopping Center and
serves most of the Matanuska-Susitna Valley

CARR'S SHOPPING CENTER Groceries hardware and

miscellaneous otner stores.

CHARLIES SEAFOODS A wide variety ol fresh and pro-
cessed seafoods, including delicious smoked salmon

CHIEF WASILLA'S GIFTS off Railroad Avenue has a unique

selection of Alaskan gifts and souvenirs

D & A SUPER in the Wasilla Shopping Center Full line of
groceries, dairy products and produce.

HERITAGE STORE in the Wasilla Museum, operated by the
Wasilla-Knik-Willow Creek Historical Society offers a wide
variety of locally created items.

IDITAROD TRAIL COMM|TTEE, INC. Upstairs in Teelands
Country Store at the traffic light. The Committee organizes the
annual Anchorage-to-Nome 1,049 mile sled dog race Their
headquarters here is staffed 5 days a week, from 9 to 5
Information about the race is enthusiastically dispensed
Iditarod memorabilia sales items can be purchased, and many
photographs and other displays await your viewing

[VORY WORKSHOP AND SLUICE BOX just before the
traffic light on the Parks Highway. An all-Alaska workshop that
specializes in handmade ivory gifts, scrimshaw, carvings,
jewelry and Alaskan coral The Sluice Box has been in
operation since 1979. and turns gold nuggets into watch
bands, rings and pendants It houses a pawn shop, and sells
metal detectors

SPEEDIE GENERAL STORE Groceries, hardware, electrical,

tools and plumbing supplies.

TEELAND S COUNTRY STORE AND MOONSHINE SHOP

has operated for nearly 80 years and is located at the traffic
light at the mteisection of the Parks Highway and Mam Street.
The store building is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places. Some antiques and photographs are on permanent
display. Teeland’s is a general merchandise store with gro-
ceries. quick snacks and food. beer, liquor and wine. Upstairsis
headquarters for the Iditarod Trail Committee. Inc.

VIOLET'S DELL in the Land Company Building offers many
Alaskan gifts and souvenirs.

WAS”_LA SHOPP|NG CENTER includes super market,

health food store, restaurants, fabric shop, aeauty shop. etc.
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Sldetrip from Wasilla

BOGARD ROAD

MAT-SU RESORT ori beautiful Lake Wasilla overlooking the
majestic Chugach Mountains. Open 7days d week, gracious
dining with dancing in the upstairs lounge. Covered picnic
facilities for 600 people make this a favorite gathering place for
those summer get-togethers. During the winter, hayrides are
offered on Friaay and Saturday nights and on Sunday
afternoons. 24 motel units and cabins also available.

BARRY'S RESORT off Bogard Road on Finger Lake, since
1962. The *esort building is historical. It once served as the
railroad depot at Matanuska. a townsite that was established

PALMER-WASILLA HIGHWAY
GREEN ACRES BARS RESORT For 30years on Lake Wasilla

near thejunction of the Parks Highway and the Palmer-Wasilla
Highway. Homestyle cooking from lunch specials to dinners.
Ten cabins available. Camping facilities with spots for tents.
Lots of recreational opportunities with swimming, fishing and
boating. A boat launch is available for visitor's use. Fourth of
July barbeques, ball games, volleyball, horseshoes, picnic
tables, snowmobiling. skiing. Open all year round.

in the early 1900's but no longer in existance The resort
complete meals. The restaurant and bar are open from Ga m
to 12 p.m. Alaskan oil paintings contribute to the unique
atmosphere.

F|NGER LAKE WAYS|DE On Bogard Road, six miles from
Palmer. A popular site for water-oriented recreation. Fishing,
boating, canoeing and sailing, camping, picmcing and sam-
taiy facilities as well as a gravel boat launching ramp and
floating dock facilities are available.

FOUR CORNERS LOUNGE At Four Comers of the Palmer-
Wasilla Highway. Trunk and Bogard Roads, liquor and beer at
the bar, live music on Friday and Saturday nights Open fromll
a.m. til midnight. Pool tables and video games are available for
your entertainment.

FOUR CORNERS COUNTRY STORE At Foui Comers.

groceries, gas and liquor store.

ARCH|ES DRIVE-IN At Four Corners, opci i in the summer for
hamburgers, hot dogs and soft ice cream treats.



Sidetrip from Wasilla
KNIK-GOOSE BAY ROAD

Kmk. at Mile 14 of the Kmk-Goose Bay road, was the first white settlement in the Matanuska-
Susitna Boiough arouncl the turn of the century'. It served as the trade and supply center for the Willow
Creek and iditarod gold mining districts. Freight was brought to Kmk by boat, and hauled to its
destination by dog teams and horses. Tfie only way to get to Iditarod was in the winter by dog team
when the frozen rivers could be crossed. To the Willow Creek mines, horses were used in the
summer, and dogs in the winter.

k'mk was a bustling town, the population a conglomerate of of pioneers, adventurers, and
resident Tanama Indians. With the coming of the railroad through Palmer arid Wasilla, Knik's
importance declined. Some of the buildings were moved to Wasilla. one of which isnow Teeland's
Country Store.

Now. Krnk can't even be called a ghost town, since there are only two old structures left. The

former pool hall is now the Kmk Museum and Sled Dog Mushers Flail of Fc.me. and the other is the
Bjorn Cabin, recently restored by members of the Kmk-Wasilla-Willow Creek Historical Society.
Frozen Kmk Lake is the first checkpoint of the 1.049 mile Iditarod Trail sled dog race, where mushers
and their teams head out on the original trail to Iditarod.
KNIK MUSEUM AND SLED DOG MUSHERS HALL OF FAME isopen during the summer from Il
to 5 daily. Dog mushing memorabilia and portraits of famous mushers. tTie heroes of the north
country, are featured exhibits. Winter hours of operation can be obtained by calling the Wasilla
Museum at 376-2005.
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KNIK-GOOSE BAY ROAD

On Knik Road, the visitor will encounter these places:

KNIK KOUNTRY STORE Near the Fairview Loop Road
intersection. Pick up your grocery needs or snacks, or a ready-
made sandwich, and fill up your car with gas.

SETTLERS BAY VILLAGE INN Offers a good view of the
Chugach Mountains and Cook Inlet. Very good food, special-
izing in Alaskan and American cuisine. Dining from 5-10 p.m.
Friday-Sunday; the bar is open from 5 to midnight. Enjoy the
fine golf course, the tennis couit. or the picnic and playground
area.

KNIK BAR & LIQUOR on Knik Lake, where fishing isgood for
Rainbow trout, letsyou picnic or launchyour boat.

KNIK KENNELS owned byJoe and Vi Redington is home for
many past, present and future Iditaiod dog champions. Joe
Redington S, "Father of the Iditarod." claims the largest sled
dog kennel in the world as his own. Visitors are welcome, but
are asked to call 376-5562 for an appointment.

HOMESTEAD MUSEUM & KNIK KNACK MUD SHACK
includes an ore wagon from the Willow Creek Mining D.stnct.
an old Alaskan stage coach, and many other objects which
prove fascinating to the adult tourist, while a MacDonald's
petting zoo adjacent to the museum makes a welcome break
for the children. Bud and Mary Longenecker's museum, zoo.

TWSPWJECT COM5SH8» the P
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and ceramic shop are on one of the area’s oldest homesteads.
Native clay, found inthe banks of Cook Inlet and the lakes and
streams of the Matanuska Valley, is made into many inter-
esting objects for the inveterate souvenir collector at a modest
puce.

POINT MacKENZIE AGRICULTURE PROJECT The 15.000-
acre project is at the end of Point Mackenzie Road, a gravel
road heading west eight miles from Mile 17 of the Kmk Road.
The farms, started in . are large — 300 acres or more
—mostly forage, gram, and dairy They are subject to require-
ments for rapid development Clearing, new fields and new
barns can be seen from the various roads named after different
breeds of cattle.

LITTLE SUSITNA RIVER RECREATION ACCESS The only
access to the lower reaches of the Little Susitna River is from
Ayrshire Road, a noithernmost east-west road in the Point
Mackenzie Agricultural Project The access used to be from
Burma Road south of the Big Lake atea. Two and a-half miles
of primitive road lead to a point within easy walking distance
of the river. Two-wheel automobiles can be used — but
slowly The area by the stream is heavily used by fishermen
and people putting boats in and out of the river. A hidden
jeweli
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49.5 CAPRI RESTAURANT Specializing in Greek and Italian foods
with a great buffet. Open 6days aweek from 5to 10p.m

50.0 IDEA SHOPPE Since 1976. All gifts exclusively handmade in
Alaska. Beautiful scrimshaw walrus ivoiy. paintings, drawings,
artsupplies, native clay. "We make it. or it's made in the Valley."

515 RED'S CAFE Breakfast all day. specializing in barbecue beef
and charbroiled steaks

52.0 BIG LAKE ROAD JUNCTION

PARKS HIGHWAY

BIG LAKE

The turnoffat Mile 52 Parks Highway onto Big Lake Road leads to one ofthe more popular lakes
in the borough for boating. Big Lake is connected to several other lakes. In this area, there are many
marinas, resorts, campgrounds, picnic areas, and boat-launching ramps.

As you travel Big Lake Road, you will find:

MEADOWOOD COUNTRY MARKET Mile 52 on the corner
of the Parks Highway and Big Lake Road, is equipped with a
wide variety of grocery needs. They have a full service meat
department.

MEADOWOOD TESORO A full service gas station with a
mechanic on duty.

BIG LAKE MARINE Showroom, boat repair and docking
facilities. The Dodge family has run this marina for many years

FISHERS X locatedat the T inthe road, houses the local post
office, as well as a real estate office, general store and gas
station.

BIG LAKE UNION 76 A full service gas station with boat
storage, and a camper waste dump station.

FISHERS X GROCERY just past the X . a complete
store with liquor store next door.



BIG LAKE

BIG LAKE EAST AND SOUTH WAYSIDES Big Lake is 57
miles from Anchorage via the Glenn and Parks Highways and
Big Lake Road. Because of the many and varied recreational
activities available in the Big Lake area, these two sites are
especially valuable in providing public access to the lake and
its facilities. Major activities include swimming, boating, water
skiing, fishing and sailing, /s well as winter sports such as ice
fishing, snowmachinmg. ii iree-wheeling. cross-country skiing
and skating. Camping and picnicing sites are available and
concrete launching ramps for boats are provided at each
wayside. The various lodges and marinas also provide public
access to the lake, but these are private businesses and you
should keep this in mind when you park or use their facilities

SHIP AHOY LOUNGE & LIQUOR A favorite local pub.
serving p>eryone's favorite beverages. Live music on week-
ends. Liquor store next door to lounge

PLAYBUOY LOUNGE On the east shore of Big Lake, serves
alcoholic beverages and local lore seven days a week.

POWER SPORTS Snow machine and boat sales and -°ivice
Open all year round.

KLONDIKE INN & LAKEVIEW LOUNGE Off North Big Lake
Road. In operation since 1962. Bar, restaurant, motel, saunas
and boat docks. Thirteen rooms at S25 per day The restaurant
serves complete meals with Mexican food on Thursdays.'
Specialties include homemade pies and chili, soup and dinner
specials. Summer events include Monte Carlo night and the
Big Lake Regatta. The Klondike is home port for the paddie-
wheeler "Ain't Miss B Havm." available for private charters.
Boat docks and launching area are available. In the Winter the
Klondike is used for the pits and starting area for snowrnachme
racesandyou can sit in comfort in the lounge while watching
the races. Also a great place to watch the | Jitralights that come
up to fly on weekends. Give them acall at 892-6261 to find out
what's happening at Big Lake.

BIG LAKE LODGE Operating for the last 24 years at the east
end of Big Lake. Homemade pies and chili are a favorite. In the
summer, on weekends, be sure arid ask about Helmi's bar-b-
que chicken and ribs Open 7 am. till 10 p.m. The bar stays
open till Popsie’s ready to close The lodge has four rooms
available at S20 per night Activities in the area include boating,
water skiing, ice fishing, cross-couritiy skiing, snowmachming
and threewheelmg Boat launch available in the summer
along with temporary docking. They sell aviation gas for those
drop-in flyers.

ROCKY LAKE WAYSIDE This small area is located one-half
mile off the Big Lake Road at Mile 31 The lake is popular with
boaters, water skiiers and fishermen A gravel boat launch,
camping and sanitary facilities and firewood are provided.

BURKESHORE MARINA Groceries, propane, liquor store,
boat gas and year-round boat storage. Docking facilities as
well as boat repairs available

SAIL 'N' FUN Campgrounds, sailboats, swimming, boat
rentals and private picnic grounds

CALL OF THEWILD Has been in operation since 1957 and is
located at the west end ofBig Lake. Open 7days aweek, itcan
be reached by boat or plane in summer, or by snowrnachme
and car in winter A delicious nbeye steak or the gigantic

Buddy'-burger is served along with favorite alcoholic bever-
ages. A water taxi service carries passengers back and forth
across the lake.

THE LITTLE KOBUK has purple potato salads. The purple
potatoes are raised north of Willow. Moe. owner and operator
of the Little Kobuk. boasts of having the best hamburgers inthe
Valley.



49.5 CAPRI RESTAURANT Specializing in Greek and Italian loods
with a great buffet. Open Odays a week from 5 to 10 p.m.

50.0 IDEA SHOPPE Since 1976. All gifts exclusively handmade in
Alaska. Beautiful scrimshaw walrus ivory, paintings, drawings,
art supplies, native clay. "We make it. orit'smade inthe Valley "

515 RED'S CAFE Breakfast all day. specializing in barbecue beef
and charbroiled steaks.

52.0 BIG LAKE ROAD JUNCTION

PARKS HIGHWAY

BIG LAKE

The turnoff at Mile 52 Parks Highway onto Big Lake Road leads to one of the more popular lakes
in the borough for boating. Big Lake is connected to several other lakes. In this area, there are many
marinas, resorts, campgrounds, picnic areas, and boat-launching ramps.

As you travel Big Lake Road, you will find:

MEADOWOOD COUNTRY MARKET Mile 52 on the corner
of the Pl ks Highway and Big Lake Road, is equipped v iih a
wide variety of grocery needs. They have a full service meat
department.

MEADOWOOD TESORO A full service gas station with a
mechanic on duty.

BIG LAKE MARINE Showroom, boat repair and docking
facilities. The Dodge family has run this marina for manyyears.

FISHERS T locatedattheT inthe road, houses the local post
office, as well as a real estate office, general store and gas
station.

BIG LAKE UNION 76 A full service gas station with boat
storage, and a camper waste dump station.

FISHERS V GROCERY just past the Y. a complete
store with liquor store next door.
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LITTLE SUSITNA RIVER CROSSING saimon fishing is good

here with a boat launch and parking area

HOUSTON CAMPER PARK Camper spaces on north shore of

Little Susitna River. First turn to the right after crossing Little
Susitna River heading north.

MILLER'S MARKET Grocery story with picnic supplies, ice,
sandwiches, film, soft ice cream, milkshakes, hamburgers, hot
dogs, the ice cream ishomemade. A post office, coin operated
laundry with hers and ryers, shower room, camp-
ground. sewer dump, boat ramp, fishing licenses, fishing
charter service, (reds, kings, silvers) fishing tackle, cabins. All on
the Little Susitna River.

HOUSTON LODGE Serves complete meals, bar. open Gam. to
I am. Good fishing in the area. Little Susitna River is located
behind the lodge River trips available.

HOUSTON INN Eteven rooms with private bathrooms. The
restaurant, with adjoining bar. specializes in Mexican and
American foods.

NANCY LAKE MARINA & RESORTQpenyear-round, cabins
rent from 95 - 35 per day. There isa camp store with groceries
and you can cook in the rooms. Fifty camper and parking
spaces, a water fill station and propane. Summer activities
include fishing, boating, sternwheeler tours, swimming. Winter
activities including ice fishing, ice races, cross countiy skiing, ice
skating. Tour Nancy Lake on the sternwheeler "Michael B
Aidaw". Aircraft fuel available.

PARKS HIGHWAYS

67.2 NANCYLAKEPARKWAY Spend a day at Nancy Lake. Nancy

Lake Recreation Area, between Wasilla and Willow, has picnic,
camping and hiking facilities and a
shelters and campsites.

mile canoe trail with

Nancy Lake State Recreation Area is one of the few flat, lake-
studded landscapes in Alaska preserved in its natural state for
recreation. It's ideal for canoeing, fishing and boating on a
network of more than 130 lakes and ponds, or for camp.ng,
hiking and picnicing in the surrounding forests. The area is
well used in winter by dog mushers. skiers and snow
machiners. Visitors will find a nature trail, hiking and ski trails
and a system of canoe portages, including a portage from the
Little Susitna River. The park isjust south ofWillowon the Parks
Highway

67.3 WILLOW INN Restaurant serving complete meals, open every

69.0

69.0

29

day. Bar serving your favorite alcoholic beverages.

Wi LLOW CREFK GROCERY A variety of groceries to supply

your campground.

WILLOW TRADING POST since 1947. located off the Parks
highway, follow signs to the Willow Post Office. Open from 12
noon 'til late or when the last person leaves. View of Mt
McKinley is spectacular from the bar. The restaurant serves a
touch of Mexico: Burritos for S2.25. Chili S2 00. Nachos for $2.50.
and the best hot sauce north of the Rio Grande. The Willow
Trading Post isthe oldest establishment in the area. The main

m

Michael B. Ardaw sternwheeler at Nancy Lake Marina
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building and two cabins were brought over Hatcher Pass to
Willow from the Lucky Shot Mine in the late 40’s by Bob
Douglas. The bar and liquor store has the best selection of
imported beers in the wilderness.

WILLOW COMMUNITY CENTER Tthe log Willow Community
Center, built in 1962 by the Willow Area Civic Organization
(WACO), on the shores of Willow Lake is the center for the
annual Willow Winter Carnival. 14 days of events in December,
including the Miss Willow Pageant, a 22 mile dog mushing
race, bingo, swede sawing contesL snowshoe race and more.

A new 9.500 square foot community center is being built next to
the old; it will be available for rent throughout the year for
company picnics, square dances, club meetings, auctions and
outings. The ground along the lake isa good place for picnics
and for children to wade.

SUSITNARIVER ACCESS ROAD construction isunder way to
provide road access to a boat launch area on the Susitna R'ver
just south of Willow Creek, and trail access to the south shores
of Willow Creek for fishing access. The project is about half
funded at this time.

HATCHER PASS ROAD Turn-offto Independence Mine State
Historical Park, and Hatcher Pass. One mile up the road is
Willow Creel; Wayside with camping and picnic facilities
beside the creek. The 35 miles of road to Hatcher Pass was once
a trail leading to producing gold mines. (More Information on

page 10

WILLOW CREEK Excellent fishing for Trout. Grayling. Silver
salmon. Chum salmon. Pink and King salmon. Whitewater
canoeing and rafting is popular between Mile 7and Mile 4 of
Willow Cri

eek.
715 PIONEER LODGE on willow Creek 8 small rooms with

private bathrooms. Bar features dance floor and live band, and
restaurant offers complete meals from S3-SI2. open 24 hours a
day. 7 days a week. Campground with 25 parking areas, boat
charters, boat launch. Good fishing, hunting, backpacking,
snowmachining and dog mushing. Alaskan-made gifts include
scrimshaw, cribbage boards, ivory carvings.

74.7 LITTLEWILLOW CREEK Fishing for Pink salmon. Silver salmon.

Rainbow trout and Grayling.

Montana Creek Lodge

PARKS HIGHWAY |

g31 KASHWITNA RIVER Good fishing for Rainbow trout. Grayling

84.9

and Dolly Varden

CASWELL CREEK silver salmon, Pink salmon and Rainbow
trout fishing.

88.2 SHEEP CREEK LODGE This full menu restaurant serves superb

96.5

98.7

breakfasts with local eggs and home-grown Alaska potatoes.
Only the finest cuts of steak from Mr. Prime Beef are used for the
dinner menu. Daily homemade soups with mostly home-
grown Alaskan vegetables and homemade noodles. Some of
the finest fishing in the state. The cafewindow offers one of the
finest views of Mt. McKinley Gifts, bar. package liquor, gas
diesel & propane. 2 modern cabins with private bath, excellent
high and dry camping spots along good fishing stream. The
Alaskan bar has a unique hand planed spruce bar top. many
Alaskan displays of fish and sheep. Maps are available of
surrounding streams and lakes

MONTANA CREEK LODGE Excellent food, bar and carryout
liquor. The lodge is headquarters for the Montana Creek Dog
Mushers Association. Good snowmachining and crass country
skiing trails also. The lodge has three cabins at S25 per day,
phone isin the lodge, camper parking spaces along the creek.
Small gift shop sells local paintings and crafts Video games,
pool table, and live music in the bar during the summer.
Gasoline available.

JUNCTION OF TALKEETNA SPUR ROAD 145 miles on a

paved road. Talkeetna is well worth a side trip.



TALKEETNA SPUR ROAD

yiy_
BARTLETT HILLS AGRICULTURE PROJECT AT mile 77 of
Talkeetna Spur Road, South Birch Road takes you into the
middle of the 8.000 acre Bartlett Hills Agriculture Project. This is
gently rolling wooded country just now being cleared for
farming.
TALKEETNA ROAD SCENIC PULLOUT Three miles south of
Talkeetna as highway descends to Talkeetnajust before the
Alaska Railroad crossing.
From here is the first and only view of a panorama consisting
of Mt. McKinley, Mt. Hunter. Mt. Foraker. the Susitna River, the
Chulitna River and the Talkeetna River.

It is a favorite place for taking photographs. This is not a

developed turnout and pulling olf onto the shoulder of the
road can be dangerous.

ALASCOM EARTH STATION Drive 26 miles south of
Talkeetna. then 3.4 miles east on a paved side road. The station
provides interstate communications between Alaska and the
other 49 states by processing signal' sent a id received via a
satellite. No tours of the facility.

CHRISTIANSON LAKE CAMPER PARK Dock and boat ramp
and picnii ig areajust south of Talkeetna off of Comsat Road
and 11 mi >fiom Talkeetna Spur Road. Comsat Road is the
only paved road head.ng to the east from the Talkeetna Spur
Road and isjust north of the public landfill

TALKEETNA

Once a settlement for miners and trappers, today Talkeetna still has many log buildings and dirt
roads, retaining the look of past days.

The first settlers came to this area about 1901 and built roads into the Talkeetna Mountains leading to
coal and silver mines. Some 375 people now live in or near Talkeetna.

Most visitor facilities are available: restaurants, motels, grocery store, general store, gas stations and
campgrounds.

THINGS TO DO

Visit the Talkeetna Museum: An old schoolhouse built in 1936 now serves as a museum for many
historical items, local art and a library of old papers and books. The museum also has a history of
mountain climbing displays which includes background on the late Ray Genet (who climbed Mount
McKinley 25 times) and the late Don Sheldon, famous Alaskan bush pilot.

Take arlverboattour: Talkeetna Riverboat Service offers tours through Talkeetna Canyon and Devil's
Canyon.

Ski Cross-country: A 17-mile nordic ski trail with a 10-mile inner loop follows the road north and
northeast ofthe airport, then turns south two miles east ofairport and then east and south of airport to
Talkeetna Spur Road.

Attend the annual Moose Dropping Festival: This festival, scheduled on the weekend following
the Fourth of July, is a fundraiser for the Talkeetna Museum. Activities include game booths,
wheelbarrow races, moose dropping throwing contests and the "Moose Dropping Dinner".
Annual Blue Grass Festival A Blue grass music festival is held vi August.

Other Special Events: The Talkeetna Chamber of Commerce holds numerous special events,
including Trappers Day in mid-May, and Nordic cross country ski races throughout the winter months.
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TALKEETNA

LODGING & DINING

TALKEETNA MOTEL. Has operated in Talkeetna since 1960,
ten rooms, open all year round. S35-S40 per day, private
bathrooms. Also restaurant; homemade foods. & chili. People
come from Anchorage just for pies. Beer and wine is served
with meals, and in a separate bar. Shopping is conveniently
located nearby in Talkeetna. Fishing right out the back door
where three rivers - the Chulitna. Talkeetna and Susitna -
comes together.

SWISS ALASKA INN Has fine foods, with many foreign
specialties, including the real Wienerschmtzel. A place to
spend the night, they are equipped with 10rooms. S30 single.
S40 double, phones and T.V. Camping facilities are at the boat
landing which has toilets, table benches, water and rain cover.
Pullouts for campers, hiking, fishing, boating and the conven-
ience of a state airport close by.

THE FAIRVIEWINN Is a60year old historical building. Inside
the bar on the walls are many interesting pictures of old-time
Talkeetna and its colorful people. There are seven rooms at the
Fairview priced from SI5-S20 per day. Fishermen, mountain
climbers and skiers frequent the Inn.

TALKEETNA ROADHOUSE Has operated for over 30 years
in downtown Talkeetna. Family style meals run from S2 - S8.
Beer and wine are also served. Six rooms are available at SI 7
-S24 perday. Numerous camping spots along the Big Susitna
River.

LATITUDE 62° LODGE on Talkeetna Spur Road. Restaurant,
bar and ten rooms, each with a bath. Old Alaska log
construction. Rooms available at any hour. Free transportation
from airport, train station or Lake Christensen, oryou can walk
from station or airport. Owners Marvin and Jane Milam can
assist on fly-in fishing and riverboat trips.

SPARKYS Next to Hudson's Air Service. Carryout foods, many
of which are homemade. Picnic tables out front. Everthing
from hamburgers to shrimp, ice cream comes with a variety of
ice cream to choose from. Open from Il a.m. to 10 p.m.

TALKEETNA DELI In Talkeetna. home baked natural foods,
some foreign; cookies, sandwiches, cheeses, salami. Open 8
a.m.-1l p.m.

Village Arts & and Fairview Inn (right)

SHOPS & SPECIAL SERVICES

THREE DIVERS UNION 76 For the past I5years has operated
in down.own Talkeetna. A service station with complete fuel
service propane, aviation gas.jet fuel and diesel. Laundromat
and showers.

VILLAGE ARTS & CRAFTS Local Alaskan made crafts can be
found here. Furs, fur hats, beaver pelts, mink, marten, ivoiy.
scrimshaw, gold nuggetjewelry. U.S.G.S. maps of the area,
including maps of Mt. McKinl*c On display also are mam-
moth molars from the ice age. and whale bones.

B & K TRADING POST Has operated for the past 35years. and
handles groceries, liquor and varieties. The B & K Trading Post
is a historical building and serves the needs of the surrounding
area. It has much historical atmosphere and many of the old
artifacts are on display. They carry a wide asssortment of stock,
from fresh produce to fishing equipment, and some clothing.

TALKEETNA RIVERBOAT SERVICE Operates from May to
September. S35 a boat trip up local rivers for fishing and scenic
trips, for hunting or photography.

GENET EXPEDITIONS Some people only dream of adven-
ture. Genet Expeditions has been to the top of McKinley more
times than anyone. You must be in good health and have
some climbing experience to undertake this task. "W e special-
ize in climbing."

MAHAY'S RIVERBOAT SERVICE Mahay's will take you to
good fishing. Lush green mountains with beautiful stands of
birch and spruce, unique geological formations line the rivers.
A 65-mile, 5-hour Talkeetna Canyon tour isamong the favorite
of wilderness con: 'sseurs. What a way to explore Alaska's
beautiful outdoors, by riverboat. Children 12years and under
go half price. Fishing includes: Dolly Varden. Grayling. Kings.
Silvers. Chum, Pink and Sockeye salmon. For more information
call (907) 733-2307.

TALKEETNA AIR TAXI Doug Getting and Lowell Thomas. Jr..
owners and operators. They maintain a fleet of fine aircraft on
floats, wheels, and skis and will flyyou with a pilot who flies
expeditions on Mt. McKinley daily, who knows the mountain,
its climbers and all its lore and legend. On your flight into
McKinleyyou may see moose, caribou or bear, a miner's cabin
ora trapper's cache. Fly to nearby gold mines, choice hunting
and fishing areas.

HUDSON'S AIR SERVICE Serving Talkeetna since 1947. See
McKinley from on top. look for grizzlies along the way. For the
moose'hunter, sceneiy viewer.or photographer. We can fly
most anywhere, winter or summer.

AKLAND HELICOPTERS Guides into the Talkeetha Mount-
ains. hauls climbers to McKinley. The only way to fly and see
beautiful Alaska, where you can land nearly anywhere with a
helicopter.






WESTOFTAE S

LAKE CREEK LODGE At the confluence of Lake Creek and
the Yentna River. 65 miles northeast of Anchorage. Open May
15 to October 15 There are seven rooms, liquor, a radio
telephone is available. This is an Alaskan fly-in adventure;
fishing, float trips, riverboating. flight-seeing along with
excellent hunting.

YENTNA STATION ROADHOUSE Mile 18 of the Yentna
River, four rooms with twelve beds at $35 per day. Tent areas
are available, outhouse, excellent fishing and hunting.

KING BEAR LODGE On the Yentna River by Lake Creek,
along the Iditarod Trail. Moose, bear eagles, lots of wildlife.

& PARKS HIGHWAY

995 H& H CAFE & LODGE In operation since 1959. Open year

round. Five rooms with 12 beds are available, along with
camping facilities in awooded area between the lodge and the
lake. Water and electric hookups. Good food priced from S6 all
the way to S20. along with the best homemade pies. Greatest

. fishing area in the community and good hunting from the road,
river or airplane.

104.08IG SU LODGE A liguorstore, bar and restaurant, homemade

pies and other baked goods, good coffee, complete meals. A
boat landing o located on the river. Campers may stay in the
parking lot at the lodge. Gas is also available, as well as tire
repairs. Lots of activities, fishing, hiking, cross country skiing,
snowmobiling and dog mushing. Dog sled rides are available
in winter at reasonable rates.

1145 CACHE CREEK LODGE Open all year-round with ten rooms.

Parking is available for campers. A complete line of cold deli
sandwiches, hamburgers and hot dogs, dinner specials evpty
night. Full service gas station and laundry facilities, showe.s.
diesel, propane, restaurantand bar. The barwas an old bam put
up in the 50's by miners who traveled from Talkeetna to Cache
Creek and who used it forsupplies and horses. Some of the best
moose hunting inAlaska, and many creeks and rivers nearby for
good fishing. There is a park-like atmosphere during summer,
with barbeques, outside tables, music, and games such as
horseshoes and volleyball. During winter there is dog mushing,
snowmobiling, and cross countiy skiing.

1145 REED AUTOMOTIVE Parts (newand used), car repair, custom

welding, road service available. Phone 733-2548.

1148 JUNCTION OF PETERSVILLE ROAD

and a wildlife tour by boat down the riverto Skwentna Wood
fire sauna, family style meals. The spring breakup presents
fantastic Rainbow and Grayling fishing. Pike fishing is excellent
in five nearby lakes. Largest taken out in 1982 was 25 pounds.
June and July is excellent for salmon. They have five cabins
with a total of 20 beds. $300 per person, party of four, includes
plane transportation, room and board, boat and motor, fishing
gear. Guides are extra. A total "get away from it all"
atmosphere. Your pleasure and contentment are number one
priorities.

Toy Mill on Petersville Road
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PETERSVILLE ROAD

MOOSE CREEK LODGE Old-fashioned grocery store, liquor,
gas. propane Campground with outhouse, no hookups
Rental cabins with lights, no water Bargain store, kids
playground and Moose Creek Tavern. Excellent fishing in
Moose Creek for Rainbow trout. Grayling and Silver salmon.

KROTO CREEK (Deshka River) Excellent fishing for'salmon
trout.

THE FORKS ROADHOUSE Complete and buffet style rrieals
are served here, with a bar foryour favorite drinks. Situated in
the heart of the Cache Creek Mining District. There are three
cabins with eight beds and a total of 28 beds in all. S35 per
room. A campground is nearby. There are many things to do
here; fishing, hiking, skiing, hunting, snowmachining, dog
mushing, prospecting for gold below the beauty of Mt
McKinley. The roadhouse was first built in 1931 for the use of
miners, trappers and freighters. There is a lot of Alaskan history
here.

Road continues to historic mining areas - - not recommended
for passenger cars.



X PARKS HIGHWAY

The Ruth Glacier Overlook

1155 TRAPPER CREEK TRADING POST Complete meals are served
here along with some Mexican food. Theyare open from8 a.m.
til Il p.m. Camping fishing and hunting.

1216 STATE REST AREA camping, water, firepits, picnic tables,
toilets and litter disposal. 137.3 TROUBLESOME CREEK Rainbow, Grayling and Dolly Varden

1345 THE MOUNTAIN HAUS Complete meals with short order fishing from June thru September.
sen/ice. prices range from S3 - SI0 for meals. Gift shop and liquor,

1439 BYERS CREEK  Fishing for Rainbow. Grayling and Dolly
self serve gas. Open 7a.m. til 9:30 p.m. Varden.

1352 TWO PAVED TURNOUTS View of Mt. McKinley. Intermittent
view ofglaciers o; i southern slopes of Alaska Range to the west.
Ruth, Buckskin and Eldridge glaciers are the most conspicuous.
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