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2

f i n d i n g  is t h a t  w e  d o  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  a c t i o n  to h a v e  a n y  

e f f e c t  on t h o s e  p r o p o s e d  b o u n d a r i e s .  I t h i n k  it ' s in the 

i n t e r e s t  of t h e  S t a t e  t h a t  t h a t  be th e case, t h a t  r e a l l y  w h a t  

w e ' r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  is a s i n g u l a r  i s s u e  here. Is t h e r e  a n y  

c o m m e n t ?  I g u e s s  ( i n d i s c e r n i b l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s  s p e e c h ) .

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  ( I n d i s c e r n i b l e  -- s i m u l t a n e o u s

s p e e c h ) .  S h o u l d  w e  c o m m e n t  on t h e m  as y o u  g o t h r o u g h  t h e m ?

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Yeah, w h y  d o n ' t  w e  d o  that.

C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  Ye ah, I t h i n k  t h a t  w o u l d  be best.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Okay.

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  W e ll , I'd li k e to b a c k  up then.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  H o w  far?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  W el l,  I feel n u m b e r  2, the fact

t h a t  we  f o u n d  u n d e r  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of i m p r a c t i c a l  t h a t  it wa s 

i m p r a c t i c a l .  T h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l o c a t i o n  a n d  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of 

the  t e r r i t o r y  p r o p o s e d  to  be d e t a c h e d  m a k e  the p r o v i s i o n  of 

B o r o u g h  s e r v i c e s  i m p r a c t i c a l  f r o m  th e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  is 

o n e  to t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  it is in the S t a t e  i n t e r e s t ,  

a n d  t h a t  i t ' s  in t he  S t a t e  i n t e r e s t  to p r o m o t e  p r a c t i c a l  us e  

of —  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of g o v e r n m e n t ,  p r a c t i c a l  us e  of 

S t a t e  funds. S t a t e  f u n d s  ar e  u s e d  to g r e a t  d e g r e e  in l o c al  

g o v e r n m e n t  also. I a g r e e  w i t h  y o u  on th e m a x  —  the  m a x i­

m i z i n g  of S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  —  o r e x c u s e  me, of l o c a l  g o v e r n­

men t.  I fe ci  c h a t ' s  v e r y  cl ear . A n d  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y ,  al so,  I 

feel is cl ear . On  th e w e a k e n  or s t r e n g t h e n  l o n g t e r m  s t a b i l i t y
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1 t h o u g h  it 's  in the  S t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t  no t  -- y o u  k n o w , n o t  to 

m a k e  t h i n g s  u n s t a b l e ,  b u t  to  s t r e n g t h e n  t h in gs ,  w e  c o u l d  ar gue 

th at  f o r m i n g  a n e w  B o r o u g h  s t r e n g t h e n s  —  c o u l d  be  l o o k e d  on 

as s t r e n g t h e n i n g  s t a b i l i t y .  B u t  I r e a l l y  t h i n k  t h i s  o n e  —  

the f a c t  t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  fi nd  —  w e  d i d n ' t  find  n e c e s s a r i l y  

e i t h e r  way, d i d  w e ?  It -- it d i d n ' t  h u r t  t h e  s t a b i l i t y ,  an d

—  d i d  w e  f i n d  t h a t  it n e c e s s a r y  p r o m o t e d  s t a b i l i t y ?  I -- I 

d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w e f o u n d  t h a t  e i t h e r .  So, I t h i n k  I'd fi n d 

t h a t  as a n e u t r a l .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  I g u e s s  as p a r t  of t h e  i n t e r p r e­

t a t i o n  of this, t h e  w a y  I l o o k  a t  it, is t h a t  if it -- if it's

a n e u t r a l ......

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  See, w e  s a i d  it w a s ......

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :   it ' s r e a l l y  in th e b e s t

i n t e r e s t  of th e S t a t e  t h a t  it n o t  h a v e  a n y  e f f e c t  on an y  —  

on o t h e r  b o u n d a r i e s ,  r i g h t ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  E x c e p t  it w a s  an e i t h e r / o r ,  a n d

it d i d n ' t  s t r e n g t h e n  it, e i t h e r .  O u r  c o n c l u s i o n  to t h e  factor

—  l e t ' s  se e w h a t  t h a t  was.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Ei g h t .  It sa ys  w i l l  t he  p r o p o s e d

d e t a c h m e n t  s t r e n g t h e n  or w e a k e n  th e  l o n g t e r m  s t a b i l i t y  of all 

B o r o u g h  b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  B o r o u g h  f i n a n c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .

T h e  —  I g u e s s  it w o n ' t  s t r e n g t h e n ,  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  or we a k e n .

It has  no e f f e c t  on t h o s e  b o u n d a r i e s ,  bu t  t h a t  —  a n d  finan ces  

a n d  t h a t  is in t he  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  St ate .
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C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Mr. C on do n.

S P E C I A L  C O U N S E L  C O N D O N :  W e l l ,  yo u  know, t h a t  -- y o u  --

y o u  —  y o u  n e e d  t o  be c a r e f u l  n o t —  n o t  to m a k e  f i n d i n g s  

t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  is in t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t he  S t a t e  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  

i n t e r e s t  —  i n t e r e s t  in t h e  S t a t e  o b v i o u s l y  is in S t a t e  i n­

te r e s t  to h a v e  s t a b l e  b o u n d a r i e s .  A n d  by  f i n d i n g  t h a t  th i s 

d o e s n ' t  d e s t a b i l i z e  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s ,  it d o e s n ' t  m e a n  th at  y o u r  

a c t i o n s  h e r e  m a k e  t h e m  m o r e  st a b l e .  It' s l i k e  m y  s a yi ng,  

we ll , I —  I r u n  o u t s i d e  a n d  j u m p  in a s n o w  bank. T h a t  

d o e s n ' t  t e n d  to d e s t a b i l i z e  b o u n d a r i e s ,  so you  d o n ' t  w a n t  to 

m a k e  a f i n d i n g  t h a t  it s t a b i l i z e s  b o u n d a r i e s  b e c a u s e  it 

d o e s n ' t  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  it.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Okay.

S P E C I A L  C O U N S E L  C O N D O N :  So, I t h i n k  t h a t  yo u -- t h a t 's

w h a t  yo u  n e e d  to  be c a r e f u l  of.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  I g u e s s  I w o u l d  a g r e e  w i t h  yo u

o n th i s one, t h a t  it's r e a l l y  a n e u t r a l .  O n n u m b e r  9. W i l l  

p r o p o s e d  d e t a c h m e n t  p r o t e c t  subsistence r e s o u r c e s  and  b a l a n c e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  c o n c e r n s ?  T h e  -- I g u e s s  our 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  h e r e  is t h a t  th e  d e t a c h m e n t  d o e s  —  d o e s  p r o­

m o t e  an d  p r o t e c t .  T h a t  is in t he  S t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t  f r o m  a 

m i n o r  s t a n d p o i n t ,  so I g u e s s  I w o u l d  a g r e e  t h a t  f a c t o r  n u m b e r  

9 f in d s in t h e  -- b a s e d  in t h e  S t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t .  We  —  the 

S t a t e  has  a p o l i c y  t h d t  d e a l s  w i t h  s u b s i s t e n c e  uses, a n d ......

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  M a y b e  w e  c a n  - -  I ' m  l o o k i n g  a t . . . .
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1

r e s o u r c e s  a n d  a l s o  b a l .....

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Right.

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  . . . . m a n y  p o l i c i e s  r e g a r d i n g

b a l a n c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i o n .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  On i t e m  1 0 ......

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  T h o u g h  we  s h o u l d  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  is

a m o r e  m i n o r .....

C H A I R M A N  3 E T T I S W 0 R T H :  Right.

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :   c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  I h a v e  this l i s t e d  as ne ut r a l .

C O M M I S S I O N E R  HA N S O N :  I agree.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  I t e m  11. E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e w a y  I

l o o k e d  at th i s wa s  it m a y  no t  h a v e  an y  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  to the 

b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of th e State. It's just t h a t  t h e C o m m i s s i o n  is, 

as a b o d y  of the  S t a t e  of A l a s k a ,  is r e q u i r e d  t o  m a k e  its 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n ......

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H AN S O N :  For  S t a t e  i n t e r e s t ,  I t h i n k  it's

n e u t r a l .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Yeah. Okay. Tw e l v e .  Is it in

th e  S t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t  to p r o t e c t  the  b o u n d a r i e s  of the  N o r t h  

S l o p e  B o r o u g h  a n d  N o r t h w e s t  A r t i e  B o r o u g h ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  HA N S O N :  I t h i n k  it's in th e S t a t e  i n t e r e s t ,

b u t  I -- I d o n ' t  —  I t h i n k  i t' s b e e n  n o t e d  in t h e  f i n d i n g  

t n a t  th i s i s n ' t  • - t h i s  is g i v e n  m u c h  l e s s  w e i g h t  f r o m  s o m e

3 - 1 3 0

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  R i g h t .  P r o t e c t i o n  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e
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C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Okay.

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A NS ON : I t a k e  it, Jo, t h a t  yo u h a v e  n o ____

C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  I'm  a g r e e i n g ,  or I w o u l d  c o mm en t

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  T h i r t e e n .  I g u e s s  from  th e s t a n d­

p o i n t  t h a t  c o n t r o l  of i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  

a n d  s o c i a l  an d  e c o n o m i c  c h a n g e  is in the  i n t e r e s t  of the 

S t a t e  in th is  case, then, if we fi n d t h a t  th e f i n d i n g  is t h a t  

t h i s  f a c t o r  d o e s  -- the  d e t a c h m e n t  d o e s  f a c i l i t a t e  this  

c o n t r o l  in t h a t  l i g h t  t h e n  it's in the  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of th e 

S t a t e .

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  E s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  it' s r e f e r r i n g

to "by c h o s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  p e o p l e  m o s t  a f f e c t e d " .  I t h i n k  

th i s r e f e r s  b a c k  to t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o m o t i o n  of local, r e­

s p o n s i b l e  g o v e r n m e n t .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Okay. U n d e r  15. C o u l d  the —

u n c o n t r o l l e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r  b e f o r e  the p r o p o s e d  N o r t h w e s t  

A l a s k a  B o r o u g h  ca n  i m p l e m e n t  its r e g u l a t o r y  an d p l a n n i n g  

p o w e r s ?  I f i n d  t h a t  to b e t o w a r d s  th e n e u t r a l  s i d e  of the 

S t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t .

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  Yeah. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  an

i n t e r e s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  —  or, I -- I me an, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  

t h a t ' s  a s t r o n g  e n o u g h  one. It s h o u l d  be n e u t ra l.

a r e a  i n t e r e s t s .

3-131

o f  t h e  o t h e r  f a c t o r s .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  O k a y .  L e t ' s  g o ,  t h e n ,  t o  t h e
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C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Yes.

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A NS ON :  I ’m ju s t w o n d e r i n g  if we s h o u l d

q u i c k l y  se e if w e ' r e  t r a c k i n g  o r s u m m a r i z i n g  on m y  l i s t  w h a t  

-- se e if th e o t h e r  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a g r e e  on  th e S t a t e  i n t e r e s t s  

It a p p e a r s  th at  we  fee l t h a t  th e fa c t th at  t h e  d e t a c h m e n t  

w o u l d  m a x i m i z e  l o ca l self g o v e r n m e n t ,  i n c r e a s e  g o v e r n m e n t  

s u f f i c i e n c y  -- e f f i c i e n c y ,  a n d  t h a t  the  —  the  c u r r e n t  

s i t u a t i o n  l ead s to on p r a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  as fa r as 

g o v e r n m e n t  s e r v i c e s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  to th e g e o g r a p h i c  s i t u a t e ,  

g e o g r a p h i c  f a c t or s.  A n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s u b s i s t e n c e  r e s o u r c e s  

w o u l d  be p r o t e c t e d  a nd  t.,e b o u n d a r i e s  m o r e  p e r f e c t ,  b e i n g  a 

m i n o r  c o n c e r n ,  a n d  u h e f a c t  t h a t  it f a c i l i t a t e s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  

t h e  d e s t i n y  of the  l o c al  p e o p l e  by  the  lo cal  pe op le . T h e s e  

a r e the f a c t o r s  t h a t  v/e h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  m a k e  the d e t a c h m e n t  

a p p e a r  to be in t h e  S t a t e  i n t e r e s t .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  A n y  c o m m e n t ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  Is t h a t  a c o r r e c t  s u m m a r y ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  I a g r e e  w i t h  those.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Okay. I t h i n k  t h e C o m m i s s i o n

a g r e e s  w i t h  t h a t  s u m m a r y .  U n d e r  the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of the  

a r e a  to be d e t a c h e d .  I just k n o w  to l e a v e  t h e s e  r h i n g s  -- we 

—  v/e r e a l l y  do  n e e d  to p r o c e e d  ah e ad . T h e  —  f a c t o r  n u m b e r  

2 I h a v e  l i s t e d  as b e i n g  in t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  a r e a  tc be 

d e t a c h e d .

B - 1 3 2
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C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  I ag r ee .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H : F a c t o r  n u m b e r  4 is in th e i n t e r e s r

of t h e  a r e a  to be d e t a c h e d .  F a c t o r  n u m b e r  6 is in th e i n­

t e r e s t  of t h e a r e a  to be d e t a c h e d ,  e f f i c i e n c y  of l o c a l  g o v­

e r n m e n t  s e r v i c e s .  F a c t o r  n u m b e r  n —  7 a n d  8 w o u l d  be 

n e u t r a l s ,  9 w o u l d  be in th e i n t e r e s t  of th e  a r e a  to be 

d e t a c h e d ;  p r o t e c t  s u b s i s t e n c e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  b a l a n c e  d e v e l o p­

m e n t  an d  c o n s e r v a t i o n  c o n c e r n s .

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  I agree.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Ok ay. T e n  and 11 a r e  n e u t r a l s .

T w e l v e  w o u l d  be in t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of th e a r e a  to be 

d e t a c h e d ,  p e r f e c t i n g  the  b o u n d a r i e s  of the N o r t h  S l o p e  

3 o r o u g h  a n d  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  A r t i e  B o r o u g h .  T h i r t e e n ,  f a c i l i t a t e  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v  . x o p m e n t . A n d  15, u n c o n t r o l l e d  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e y ' r e  all in t h e  i n t e r e s t  of th e a r e a  to be 

d e t a c h e d .  Is t h e r e  c o m m e n t s  a b o u r  t h o s e ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  I t h i n k  m v  o n l y  c o m m e n t  is on 15.

Is y o u r  -- In o t h e r  w o r d s  —  a n d  t h e n  I ' m  not  s u r e  t h a t  t h a t  

a p p l i e s  b e c a u s e  ou r  f i n d i n g  w a s  t h a t  t h i s  is a l e g i t i m a t e  

c o n c e r n ,  it a p p e a r s  t h a t  a d e q u a t e  s a f e g u a r d s  are  b e i n g  ta ke n . 

I ' m  n o t  s u r e  as a f a c t o r  in the  w a y  i t ' s  s t a t e d  t h a t  it c o m e s  

o u t  is s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  v/e r e a l l y  —  if we  ha d f o u n d  th at  

u n c o n t r o l l e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  —  it ' s v e r y  l i k e l y  u n c o n t r o l l e d  

d e v e l o p m e n t  c o u l d  oc cu r.  T h e n  I t h i n k  it w o u l d  be r e l e v a n t
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to  o u r  i n t e r e s t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s .  S i n c e  we  f o u n d  the o t h e r  w a y  

w i t h  m a n y  q u a l i f i e r s ,  I g u e s s  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  that this f a c t o r  

is v e r y  r e l e v a n t  t o o u r  i n t e r e s t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Is t h e r e  a n y  c o m m e n t ,  Jo?

C H A I R M A N  A N D E R S O N :  I t h i n k  I w o u l d  a g r e e  w i t h  Mr.

H a n s o n .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  O ka y.  In sum, then, do  y o u ......

C O M M I S S I O N E R  HA N S O N :  Yes, w e ' r e  a g a i n  s a y i n g  t h a t  --

t h a t  we  —  a f t e r  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  f a c t o r s  w e  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  the 

d e t a c h m e n t  -- in i n t e r p r e t i n g  it to m e a n  the  p e o p l e  w h o  us e 

th e  d e t a c h e d  —  the  a r e a  p r o p o s e d  fo r d e t a c h m e n t  —  that it is 

in t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  that th e  d e t a c h m e n t  b e p l a c e d  b e c a u s e  it 

p r o m o t e s  m a x i m i z a t i o n  of l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  e f f i c i e n c y  in 

g o v e r n m e n t ,  t he  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  b e i n g  th e  g e o g r a p h i c  

s i t u a t e ,  g e o g r a p h i c  f a c t o r s ,  is u n p r a c t i c a l  for d e l i v e r i n g  

g o v e r n m e n t  s e r v i c e s ,  t h a t  its s u b s i s t e n c e  r e s o u r c e s  or 

b a l a n c e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i ^ l  be  p r o m o t e d ,  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s ,  to a 

c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  w i l l  be p r o t e c t e d  for d i v i s i o n  b e t w e e n  

t h e s e  t w o  r e g i o n s ,  a n d  t h a t  it w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  l o ca l c o n t r o l  

o v e r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e  in th e r eg io n,  an d 

p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  r e g i o n  by t h o s e  m o s t  

a f f e c t e d .  W e h a v e  a l s o  o n c e  m o r e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  f a c t o r s  9 

a n d  1 2 , s u b s i s t e n c e  r e s o u r c e s ,  a b a l a n c e d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  

p r o t e c t i o n  of the b o u n d a r i e s ,  a r e  a m i n o r  p a r t  of o u r d e t e r­

m i n a t i o n  on t h i s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  fo r t h e  t e r r i t o r y  to  be
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d e t a c h e d .  Is t h a t  a c c u r a t e ?

D i d  y o u  d e a l  w i t h  the i s s u e  of f a c i l i t a t e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  

i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  Yes, I did.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Okay.

C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  I t h i n k  t h a t  c o v e r s  it v e r y  w e l l

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Okay. B e s t  i n t e r e s t  of the

B o r o u g h .  M a y b e  s o m e b o d y  e l s e  w a n t s  t o t a k e  t h i s  on e

( i n d i s c e r n i b l e  —  l a u g h t e r ) .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  W a n t  tQ c a l l  a r e c e a s ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  D q  w e  h a v e  a d o Q r  Q p e n ?

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Is t h e r e  —  Mr. H a n s o n ,  m a y b e

y o u  w o u l d  l ik e to s t a r t  us.

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  W e ll , t h i s  -- th is  is a v e r y

d i f f i c u l t  o n e  to d e a l  w it h. I —  I g u e s s  I se e t h e  f i r s t  —  

t h e  f i r s t  f a c t o r  t h a t  —  I t h i n k  t h i s  is a b a l a n c i n g  act, 

w h e t h e r  or not it 's  in ch e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of th e B o r o u g h .  A n d  

m a y b e  I'll  just t r y  to  go  to  t h e  h e a r t  of the  m a t t e r .  I 

t h i n k  it is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  in l o o k i n g  at all t h e s e  f a c t o r s  to 

f i n d  t h a t  o n t h e b a l a n c e  it is in t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of the 

B o r o u g h .  I d o n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  sa y  I c a n  f i n d  t h a t  it is not 

in th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of the B o r o u g h .  T h e  r e a s o n  I h a v e  

t r o u b l e  f i n d i n g  t h a t  it is in t h e b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of the 

B o r o u g h  is t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  —  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a v o t e

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  I g u e s s  - -  d i d  y o u  g o  t o  13?



on  th e issue, w h i c h  w e  r e j e c t e d  d e t a c h m e n t  of a s m a l l e r  area, 

e v e n  t h o u g h  w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  b e n e f i t s  g i v e n  to th e pe op le  

of th e N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  in t h a t  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  was  

r e j e c t e d .  T h e r e  wa s  a p e t i t i o n  g i v e n  to us w i t h  1,100 s i g­

na t u r e s ,  w h i c h  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  c a n  be  t a k e n  li g ht ly . T h e  -- 

a n d  m o s t  of  the  l e a d e r s  of t h e N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  h a v e  

c o m m u n i c a t e d  to us d i r e c t l y  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  not feel it wa s  in 

t h e i r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t .  On th e  -- a c t u a l l y ,  it a p p e a r s  t h e y  

w o u l d  l o s e  s om e tax base, t h o u g h  t h a t  m a y  be n e u t r a l i z e d  to 

s o m e  e x t e n t  by a s a v i n g s  b y n o t  h a v i n g  to g i v e  s e r v i c e s  to 

o n e  m o r e  r e m o t e  area. I g u e s s  I fi nd  n u m b e r  1 1 , f a c t o r  1 1 , 

to d e f i n i t e l y  s h o w  t h a t  it w o u l d  n o t  be in t h e i r  i nt er es t.  

F a c t o r  -- f a c t o r  7 on the  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  f i n a n c e s ,  I 

t h i n k  it b e c o m e s  a m i n o r  f a c t o r  b e c a u s e  it d o e s n ' t  a p p e a r  to 

h a v e  t h a t  m u c h  i m p a c t  on the  f i n a n c e s .  Bu t  if y o u  h a d  to  put 

it on o n e  s i d e  or o t h e r  of the  n e u t r a l  c o l u m n ,  y o u ' d  n av e to 

p u t  it o n t h e  s i d e  of p r o b a b l y  no t  -- n o t  h e l p i n g .  It d oe sn 't  

h e l p  th e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  to  l o s e  a p o r t i o n  of the t a x 

ba se. Okay. W h a t  d o e s  h e l p  th e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  if the 

d e t a c h m e n t  g o e s  t h r o u g h ?  T h e  fact t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  s e r v i c e s  

b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  n o w  to this a r e a  ar e  —  i t a p p e a r s  to be an 

i m p r a c t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  d ue  to  the  g e o g r a p h y  an d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

it ' s an a r e a  t h a t  is u s e d  by a p o p u l a t i o n  o u t s i d e  of th e  

B o r o u g h .  T h a t  —  f r o m  a g o v e r n m e n t  e f f i c i e n c y  s t a n d p o i n t  w e 

h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  it is no t an e f f i c i e n t  s i t u a t i o n ;  the
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1 d e t a c h m e n t  w o u l d n ' t  be rriore e f f i c i e n t  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  so t h o s e

2 a r e  on the  s a v i n g  si d e for t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h .  T h e  fact

3 t h a t  the  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  to w o r r y  a b o u t  this

4 d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e a  a n d  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  p r o b l e m s  r eq ui r e d ,

5 s i n c e  m o s t  of the p e o p l e  a f f e c t e d  a r e  o u t s i d e  of the  B o r o u g h ,

6 is a f a c t o r  t h a t  a r g u e s  t h a t  it w o u l d  be in t h e i r  i n t e r e s t .

7 A n d  t h a t ' s  n u m b e r  13, f a c i l i t a t i n g  c o n t r o l .  B u t  I fi nd  t h a t

8 the p o s s i b l e  s a v i n g s ,  th e e f f i c i e n c i e s ,  an d t h e  e a s e  w i t h  

g w h i c h  c o n t r o l  ar e -- well, th e e l i m i n a t i o n  of an a r e a  w h e r e

10 t h e y  h a v e  q u i t e  a c o o r d i n a t i o n  s i t u a t i o n ,  w e ' l l  call i t ......

11 (Tape c h an ge )

12 C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A NS ON :... ......t h e y  w o u l d  lo s e a l i t t l e  bi t

13 of t h e i r  tax b a s e  a n d  w e c a n n o t  sa y  d e f i n i t e l y  th e s a v i n g s

14 w o u l d  o u t w e i g h t  t h a t  loss of ta x base, for t h a t  is un —  in

15 u n c o n c l u s i v e . So, I —  I h a v e  to f i n d  u n d e r  t h a t  o n e  tha t

16 w e ' r e  l o o k i n g  just at  B o r o u g h  i n t e r e s t s .  I b a r e l y  fi n d —  I

17 c a n ' t  f i n d  t h a t  it ' s in t h e i r  i n t e r e s t ;  I d o n ' t  k n o w  t h a t

18 it's s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  i nt er e s t .  Jo.

19 C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Jo A n d e r s o n .

20 C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  It's all  -- I t h i n k  he has w e l l

21 s a i d  it. I h a v e  --- r e a l l y  h a v e  n o t h i n g  to  add, as m u c h  as I

22 w o u l d  li k e to try  to  fi n d s o m e t h i n g .

23 C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A NS ON : Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  d o  y o u  h a v e  c o m m e n t s

24 W e ' r e  o p e n  to d i s c u s s i o n  on t h a t ......

25 C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Yeah.



f i g u r e ......

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  I -- I a g r e e  c o m p l e t e l y  w i t h  the

f a c t o r s  t h a t  yo u h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d .  T h e  —  the  p r o b l e m  t h a t  

r e a l l y  is —  f a c t o r  n u m b e r  1 1 , the i s s u e  t h a t  the p e o p l e  t h er e 

a r e  r e a l l y  -- h a v e  e x h i b i t e d  t h e i r  d i s a p p r o v a l  of t h i s  a c t i o n  

t h r o u g h  b o t h  a v o t e  a nd  t h r o u g h  a p e t i t i o n  and t h r o u g h  all 

o u r  p u b l i c  t e s t i m o n y  a n d  r e a l l y  is v e r y  stron g, but I g u e s s  

m y  c o m m e n t  is is t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  w h e r e  t h e L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  

C o m m i s s i o n  —  t h e r e ' s  a n e e d  for the  L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  

C o m m i s s i o n .  A n d  on th e  s i d e  of the f i n a n c e s ,  m y  -- I g u e s s  

w h i l e  it l o o k s  li ke  it c o u l d  be a n e g a t i v e , t h a t 's r e a l l y  

u n c e r t a i n  at t h i s  time, t h e y ' d  a g r e e  to w h a t  the  n e g a t i v e  

m a y  be.

C O M M I S S I O N E R  HA N S O N :  U h - h u h .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  And, in fact, it c o u l d  be a

p o s i t i v e .  On  f a c t o r  13 —  well, let me  m a k e  s u r e  —  y o u r  

n e g a t i v e  a r e a s  ar e r e a l l y  7 a n d  11, ri gh t ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  Yes. P r i m a r i l y  7 a n d  11, a n d  t h e n

1 —  t h e r e ' s  an a t t e m p t  -- t h o s e  are b a l a n c e d  to s o m e  e x t e n t  

by  t h e  e f f i c i e n c i e s ,  th e p r a c t i c a l i t y  q u e s t i o n ,  w h i c h  are

2 a n d  6 , a n d  n u m b e r  13 t h a t  r i g h t  n o w  it i s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

t h e  e a s i e s t  s i t u a t i o n  for the  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  to  d e a l  

w i t h  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e m a i n  us ers , a m a j o r i t y  of the  users, 

a r e  o u t s i d e  the  B o r o u g h ,  as far as Ko di ak .
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1

me n t s .  So, then, the  w a y  t h e  s u m m a r y  c o m e s  d o w n  is is th a n 

it's a -- it 's  no t in the i n t e r e s t  of th e  N o r t h  S l o p e  

B o r o u g h  c l e a r l y  —  b a r e l y  not  in the  i n t e r e s t  of th e N o r t h  

S l o p e  B o r o u g h .

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  w e —  I'd l i k e  to

m a k e  on e  m o r e  c o m m e n t .  I t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  -- I d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  

m e t a p h o r  to use. M a y b e  a -- it's  a l m o s t  l i k e  th is  is no t  a 

r e a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  -- I m ean , w h e n  y o u  g e t  d o w n  to th e  cold, 

h a r d  facts, t h i s  is no t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  loss  to th e N o r t h  

S l o p e  B o r o u g h  if t h i s  d e t a c h m e n t  g o e s  t h r o u g h .  I —  I d o n ' t  

l i k e  u s i n g  v i o l e n t  m e t a p h o r s ,  b u t  it ' s s o r t  of l i k e  che 

d i f f e r e n c e  u e t w e e n  a f l e s h  w o u n d  a n d ......

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H : D e c a p i t a t i o n ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A NS ON : S o m e t h i n g  l i k e  that. T h i s  is

b a r e l y  a f l e s h  wo un d .  A n d  —  b u t  I —  t h e  w a y  t he  s t a n d a r d  

is s t a t e d  is if in the  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the  C o m m i s s i o n  

d e t a c h m e n t s  w o u l d  be in th e b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  Sta te ,  th e 

t e r r i t o r y  to  be d e t a c h e d ,  a n d  t h e  B o r o u g h  to b e a f f e c t e d .

So, I c a n ' t  f i n d  t h a t  it ' s in t h e i r  b e s t  i n t e r e s t .  It l e a d s  

m e  to  w a n t  to t a l k  a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  b r o u g h t  up  in 

b o t h  o ur  S t a f f  r e p o r t  a n d  c e r t a i n  h e a r i n g s ,  a n d  t h a t  has to 

d o  w i t h  h o w  w e de al  w i t h  t h e s e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  

a n d  w h e t h e r  -- I t h i n k  w e  h a v e  s o m e  o v e r r i d i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  

he re, a n d  I' d li ke  to  a s k  ou r  a t t o r n e y  a b o u t  t h e  a p p r o a c h  of

B - 1 3 9
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CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Okay.

COMMISSIONER HANSON:........as well.

SPECIAL COUNSEL CONDON: Well, the question is whether

you may make an overall best interest determination and what 

the chances are pro —  what the arguments are pro and con in 

that regard? The —  and -- and this is a legal question 

which has been debated for some weeks, and you've had 

opinions and briefs and various views have been expressed, 

so you know that it's —  it's not a crystal clear question -- 

a question which has a crystal clear answer at this point in 

time. And -- and the arguments that disfavor or that support 

not taking an overall approach are a —  I -- I don't want to 

call them all -- they're a literalist linguistic approach, 

but which is a —  an approach that's often taken to resolve 

problems like this because if you mean something and you say 

something you say what you mean. On —  and you can read the 

particular way these words are put together as to say that 

you don't have the authority to go ahead and find —  rule 

favorably on a petition for detachment unless all three 

lights are lit. And you have a situation here where two 

lights are lit and one isn't even about to blink, or it's 

close to blinking but it's certainly not, and is that enough? 

And —  and you have a —  a —  you exist as a Commission 

because the —  the framers of our Constitution did not want

B -1 4 0
l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e ...........



1 to have a situation where well intentioned but purely

2 parochial interests would determine the location of local

3 government boundaries, but that —  but that overall State

4 concerns not to predominate where possible in the determinatic

5 of those boundaries. Consequently, if it's possible to read 

5 your regulations to accomplish that objective you should.

7 And so, consequently, I think that iL ~ legally permissible

for you to take this regulation and interpret it to reach an

B - 141

n

8

g overall best interest determination. I say that not being

10

11

12

able to guarantee that if you do that you'll be sustained in 

Court. I —  if I had to ra&Lj the argument, J. believe it is 

the better argument, but that is my judgment, and it is a

13 judgment. And it requires to do that, though —  it requires

14 that you affirmatively make a determination that that's what

15 you want your regulation to mean. And —  and in —  so you

16 —  if you want to do that, you need to take that step, and

17 then you need to make the overall best interest determination

18 if that's your wish, and understand that you may very well 

ig have bought yourself a lawsuit. But that's the way these

20 matters often have to be resolved.

21 CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Are there comments on the part

22 of the Commission?

23 COMMISSION HANSON: Mr. Chairman, I -- v/e have heard a

24 lot of testimony on this cruestion, and there is a —  some

25 good things that I think I put in the record, in fact, from



the document that Mr. Morehouse and Mr. Fisher prepared in 

reviewing a part of that document, reviewed Boundary Com­

mission, responsibilities, and the reason for it. And I have 

to say, I think that we are supposed to look at these as v/e 

have so far. But I also feel that we are supposed to look 

at it from a broader perspective -- in the overall interest.

I do not feel it was the intent of the framers of the Con­

stitution that set up the Boundary Commission with a local 

entity having a veto power over Boundary Commission matters 

and if something's clearly in the State interest. And I 

think v/e have a situation here where if local entities were 

to have a veto power, then there probably isn't that much 

reason for us to be dealing as a Boundary Commission with 

this kind of issue. You'd just find out what the local 

entity wanted and that'a be that. So I think a larger State 

interest is a larger picture. It's what's called for by 

Statute. And so I would support that -- I guess I would move 

that our interpretation of the detachment regulations include 

a consideration of the three interests individually and 

collectively before final determination is made on a detach­

ment question seriously.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Is there a second?

CHAIRMAN ANDERSON: Yes, I'll second that.

CH/\IRMAN BETTISWORTH: Okay. Is there any discussion

with respect to that motion? Motion is that v/e would find

3 - 1 4 2
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1 that in review of the —  of the regulations that given the 

constitutional mandate of the Commission that we would look 

at the best interest determinations singularly, but also on

a collective or balancing situation. Is that.....

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Yeah, before making a .....

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Before making a best interest

determination.

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Yeah. I -- I'm interested, Mr.

Chairman and Ms. Anderson in your comments on this -- that 

kind of approach.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: W e l l .....

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: Yes, I would feel that v/e have

pretty well made a singularly.....

COMMISSIONER HANSON: But as far as using that kind of

approach.....

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: .....best interest determination

So the next step would be receive it collectively.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Well, I guess I support the issue

that we do have a constitutional mandate and, again, it's the 

issue of we are the people, we've been delegated the 

responsibility to —  to weigh these various interests and 

put them in State perspective to make a determination. And 

to that extent, I would —  I think I agree with the motion.

Is there any other comments with that regard, on the 

motion, the question? All those in favor signify by saying

3 - 1 4 3
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COMMISSIONER HANSON: Aye.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: Aye.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Aye. The motion passes

unanimously. The next task, then, before us is to make this 

best interest determination. And I would -- actually, t o .....

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Look at it collectively?

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Excuse me?

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Look at it collectively, I guess?

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Yes, I guess v/e need to look at

it collectively. And it's fairly simple. That before us we

have found that it is in the State interest, that it is in 

the interest of the area to be detached, and that it is 

mildly not in the interest of the Borough -- the North Slope 

Borough. We've picked out summaries to each one of those 

determinations.....

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: Yes.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Is there any other comment?

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I'd like to make

a couple comments. One is that I —  I agree with your

comments. I think it's a situation where you have to back 

away from it and just look at it. And this detachment 

qualified by the formation of an efficient Borough that will 

give us services for this area. It includes the people that 

primarily use this area. It just makes a lot of sense and

B - 1 4 4

a v e .



seems to be a very wise thing to do as far as tne government 

makeup and the boundaries for local governments in Alaska. I 

think it definitely promotes the formation of the NANA Bor­

ough, which is definitely in the interest of this State and 

in the interest of that territory. Though there's been a 

great deal of controversy about this, and a great deal of 

opposition from people in the North Slope Borough, when you 

look at it coldly, there just isn't that much negative impact 

on the North Slope Borough. And I've tried real hard -- and

so -- like you said, it's -- we —  we find that it -- we can't,

find that it is in the North Slope Borough's interest, but 

it is just mildly not. I think there's common sense that 

has to be looked at here. And that's a criteria I've always 

tried to fall back on at the last, just say is the action 

that we're proposing -- does it just make sense? And this

detachment does make sense. It does meet many of the factors

we were supposed to consider very strongly. I think it's 

overwhelmingly in the State's interest and the -- and the 

people of the State's interest. I think our considerations 

have been very deliberate, very thorough, and that it's also 

in the State's interest in making this determination that 

it's showing that this Boundary Commission acts very 

responsibly on any kind of detachment question, and it does 

not take it lightly. So, I guess I would vote for detach­

ment and feel that the evidences overwhelmingly supports it

3 - 1 4 5
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COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: I would like to comment also.

The Constitution set up —  is set up to promote the promotion 

of local government, and this is —  this would be the first 

new Borough in 17 years. It's.....

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Thirteen.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: Thirteen? Okay, I'm sorry. But

I would be in favor of voting for the —  to approve the 

petition.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: In terms of proceedings here, we

we don't have a motion on the floor that deals with the 

best interest determination.

COMMISSIONER HANSON: We -- we have a motion that deals

with acceptance of the petition.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Right. Mr. Condon, do we need to 

make a motion specifically about the best interest of the 

Commission?

SPECIAL COUNSEL COUNSEL: I don't —  I don't believe

you do.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Okay. Then we would go on next

t o .....

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Okay.

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Maybe you could summarize what

you feel the Commission's determination is regarding best

B - 1 4 6
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interest and make sare for the record that there is no ob­

jection to that (indiscernible —  simultaneous speech).

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Okay, I -- actually, I think that

what -- your statements were well taken and are on the 

record, and if there are no objections, I think those should

be filed as —  along with Jo Anderson's as the opinion of the

—  of the Commission with respect to best interest. I think 

it would be good if we had a motion.

COMMISSIONER HANSON: I —  is it —  would I —  would I

need to —  would we need to remand the motion on the floor 

to have a motion on this issue. We could do that.....

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Well, this would -- yeah. I

think really what we need is maybe finding the issue of best

interest which is —  is really a ....

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Okay.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: ......where we don't need a motion.

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Well, no, let's -- let's go a

motion. But first I'd request that the —  I would like to 

with —  without -- assuming the Chair agrees without any 

objection, I would like to withdraw the motion on the floor 

for acceptance of the petition.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Well, couldn't this just be an

amendment to the main motion?

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Okay.

C HAI R MAN B E T T I S W O R T H :  B u t  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

motion that the best interest determination will be stated in 

favor of detachment in accordance with the comments made on 

the record by Mr. Hanson and Jo Anderson as they summarized 

the overview for the best interest determination in the 

collective sense.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: I'll second that.

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Mr. Chairman, is that clear

enough that I'm referring to?

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: I guess the problem is for the

people who are making the -- taking the record. Essentially 

what we're finding in this is it's in our —  it's -- our 

determination is it's in the best interest of the State, it's 

in the best interest of the area to be detached, and from a 

collective standpoint, then, it's our view that the best 

interest determination as required by the regulations has 

been met. Is that w h a t.....

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Yes, perhaps you should restate

the amendment, then I'll —  without objection, I'll withdraw 

the amendment, restate it that we as a Commission add an 

amendment to our —  to -- the motion on the floor is that 

we as a Commission find that this detachment is in the best 

interest of the State, the best interest of the territory to 

be detached, and from a collective over —  overall position,

3- I 48

d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  O k a y .  W e l l ,  I ' l l  a m e n d  t h e  m a i n
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it is definitely in the best interest of the —  of the people 

of the State.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: And -- and meets th e.....

COMMISSIONER HANSON: And meets the requirements of —

set forth for best interest determinations under 19AAC-10.230 

for detachment of territory.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: Second.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Okay. Any discussion? Call for

the question, and all those in favor signify by saying aye.

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Aye.

COMMISSIONER ANDERSON: Aye.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Aye. The motion passes unani­

mously. We then have before us these other two issues: 

guarantee of services and 11 assets and liabilities to be 

divided. With respect to item number 10, the term is, if 

pertinent. That means that if we found —  made a best 

interest determination. But it also seems to reflect that 

the petition itself has a qualifier in there that it only 

takes effect -- the detachment only takes effect if the 

Borough —  if the new NANA Borough is incorporated. That is

the guarantee of services, is that not right.....

SPECIAL COUNSEL CONDON: Yes.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: .....Mr. Condon?

SPECIAL COUNSEL CONDON: That's correct.

CHAI RMAN B E T T I S W O R T H :  I s  t h e r e  a n y  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  p a r t
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1

2

then, legally that guarantee, or that conditional approval 

provides for meeting the standard.

SPECIAL COUNSEL CONDON: That's correct.

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Okay. In reference, though, co

the concerns that have been raised, I'd also like on the 

record that before this becomes a Borough, which means that 

before the detachment can take place, we as a Commission 

also have to review the Borough proceedings, and in that 

proceeding we'll also be looking at the ability of this new 

area to provide services. And I only say that as an explana­

tion of further assurance that provision of services is not 

only provided for by conditioning approval on cne establish­

ment of a Borough, but also on our review of a Borough 

petition that will be before us in the future.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Okay. That's for the record.

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Yes, that's for the record.

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Yeah, 1 think that's understood.

Any ot!ier comment on that issue? On 11, assets and liabili­

ties to be divided.

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Excuse me. Do wc have to make a 

finding on this?

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: I think that in •—  what I would

3 - 1 5 0

o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  I  g u e s s  w h a t  w e ' r e  h e a r i n g  i s ,

w h a t  I  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  t h e n ,  w i t h o u t  o b j e c t i o n ,  c h a t  c o m m e n t



CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH:  in's been stated in this part

of the record. It's our intention to take up this guarantee 

of services at such time as m e  -- as we come to review the 

NANA, or Northwest Artie Borough petition.

COMMISSIONER HANSON: But that our requirements are not

by the condition.....

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Right.

COMMISSIONER HANSON:  of the Borough (indiscernible).

CHAIRMAN BETTISWORTH: Number 11, assets and liabilities

to be divided. I guess I'd like to —  I need some help 

with this one because I'm -- maybe we should ask Staff to 

give us some advice on assets and liabilities to be divided.

SPECIAL COUNSEL CONDON: You need to decide two things,

you need to decide whether there are any assets to be divided, 

and you need to decide whether there are any liabilities to 

be divided. And with respect to assets, ou would normally 

be talking about public facilities that are pertinent. Lia­

bilities, you'd be talking about the debts against those 

facilities, or to what extent something's being taken away 

which guarantees the payment of debt. And those are the 

questions which you must address.

COMMISSIONER HANSON: Mr. Chairman, I will make some

3 - 1 5 1

a n d ..............

C O M M I S S I O N E R  HA N S O N :  S t a t e d .

p r e l i m i n a r y ,  o r  s t a r t i n g ,  c o m m e n t s  o n  t h i s .  I s  t h a t  w h e r e
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1 y o u ' d  like to p r o c e e d ,  o r ......

2 C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  No, go ahead.

3 C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  O k av. O n  a s s e t s ,  t h e r e ' s  q u i t e  a

4 b i t  in t h e  r e c o r d ,  b u t  the B o r o u g h  h a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  no p a r -

5 t i c u l a r  s t r u c t u r e s  in th i s  area, has -- t h e r e  is —  t h e r e  a r e

6 no p u b l i c  B o r o u g h  a s s e t s  in the area, and I t h i n k  it ' s  on the

7 r e c o r d .  So, f r o m  the s t a n d p o i n t  of d e f i n i n g  of a s s e t  to be

8 s o m e t h i n g  o w n e d  b y  the Borough,, t h e r e  a r e  no a s s e t s  to be

9 d i s t r i b u t e d .  Is t h a t  -- is t h a t  y o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ?

10 C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Yes.

11 C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  Okay. On l i a b i l i t i e s ,  l i k e w i s e

12 f r o m  the s t a n d p o i n t  of d i r e c t  l i a b i l i t i e s  to t h e  B o r o u g h ,  it ' s

13 b e e n  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  c h e  p r e s e n t  b o n d s  a r e  n o t  b a s e d  u p o n

14 the p r o p e r t y  in t h i s  area, a n d  t h e r e  has n o t  b e e n  d i r e c t

15 e x p e n d i t u r e s  for f a c i l i t i e s  in t h e  a r e a  for w h i c h  t h e r e  a r e

16 s t i l l  o u t s t a n d i n g  l i a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  w o u l d  be g i v e n  to the

17 area. So, f r o m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of l i a b i l i t i e s  m e a n i n g  t h o s e

18 d e b t s  t h a t  the B o r o u g h  has t h a t  are b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  r e s o u r c e s

19 d i r e c t l y  of t h i s  area, or at  l e a s t  o n  s t r u c t u r e s  in t h i s

20 area, t h o s e  d o  n o t  exist. Is t h a t  —  is th a t  y o u r  r e c o l l e c t i o n

21 a l s o ?

22 C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Yes.

23 C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  Yes, t h a t ' s  m y  -- my  f e e l i n g s

24 a l s o  as I r e m e m b e r .

25 C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  Okay. T h e r e  a r e  a c o u p l e  of o t h e r

3 - 1 5 2
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c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  t h o u g h ,  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  up by  the 

N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h ,  a n d  I g u e s s  it c o m e s  d o w n  to h o w  y o u  -- 

h o w  f a r  y o u  d e f i n e  asset. Is —  t h e y  h a v e  b r o u g h t  up the

c o n c e r n  of lo s s  tax b a s e  as loss of a s s e t s  of the B o r o u g h ,

a n d  m y  r e a d i n g  of d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a s s e t s  a n d  l i a b i l i t i e s  -- 

I t.'.ink I'd li k e  to look a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  for just a m i n u t e

to d e a l  w i t h  that, if we m a y  h a v e  s o m e  t i m e  to —  if the

t e r r i t o r y  s o u g h t  to be d e t a c h e d  c o n s i s t s  e n t i r e l y  of a c i t y  

h a v i n g  - -  e x c u s e  me. I'll gc to 1 9 A A C - 1 0 . 2 5 0 (b ) . Is th a t  

t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s i t e ?  "If t h e  t e r r i t o r y  s o u g h t  to be 

d e t a c h e d  c o n s i s t s  e n t i r e l y  of t e r r i t o r y  not w i t h i n  a c i t y  

or  c o n s i s t s  of a c i t y  not h a v i n g  a u t h o r i t y  to p r o v i d e  

s e r v i c e s  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  b y  the B o r o u g h  f r o m  w h i c h  

d e t a c h m e n t  is s o u g h t ,  C o m m i s s i o n  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  the m a n n e r  

in w h i c h  t h e  a s s e t s  a n d  t h e  l i a b i l i t i e s  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  

f r o m  w h i c h  d e t a c h m e n t  is s o u g h t  s h a l l  be d i s t r i b u t e d  b e t w e e n  

it a n d  the S t a t e . "  I g u e s s  m y  r e a d i n g  of this l e a d s  —  

w o u l d  le a d  m e  -- if t h i s  h a d n ' t  h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  to m y  

a t t e n t i o n ,  I c, <css I w o u l d n ' t  e v e n  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  

t a x  base. I w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h i n k i n g  of s t r u c t u r e s  and 

d i r e c t  l i a b i l i t i e s  a n d  a s s e t s .  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  in o t h e r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of this.

C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  Y e ah, I'm i n t e r e s t e d ,  too.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  C o m m i s s i o n e r  Hanson.

B - 1 5 3

C O M M I S S I O N E R  HANS ON:  S h o u l d  w e  a s k  C o u n s e l  f o r ...............



C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :   his i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h a t

s e c t i o n ?

S P E C I A L  C O U N S E L  C O N D O N :  W h e n  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a s s e t

I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t a x  base. W h e n  y o u ' r e  

t a l k i n g  abc.’.t l i a b i l i t i e s ,  y o u  -- y o u  a r e  l o o k i n g  to -- to 

d e b t  a n d  to the e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  is a tax b a s e  h e r e  w h i c h  -- 

h a d  t h e r e  -- if t h e r e  w e r e  a t a x  b a s e  h e r e  u p o n  w h i c h  the 

d e b t s  of the m u n i c i p a l i t y  f r o m  w h i c h  y o u  a r e  —  l o c a l  g o v e r n­

m e n t  f r o m  w h i c h  y o u  w e r e  d o i n g  t h e  d e t a c h m e n t ,  y o u  -- y o u ' d  

h a v e  to lo o k  a n d  -- a n d  see w h e t h e r  or n o t  y o u  w a n t e d  t o  m a k e  

s o m e  a l l o c a t i o n  of t h o s e  l i a b i l i t i e s .  A n d  so you n e e d  to 

d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  is s o m e t h i n g  h e r e  w h i c h  has b e e n  u s e d  

to  s u p p o r t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  d e b t  of t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h .  If 

y o u  d e c i d e  t h a t  t h e r e  is, y o u  n e e d  to d i v i d e  s o m e  p o r t i o n  of 

it off. If y o u  d e c i d e  t h a t  t h e r e  is not, a n d  t h a t ' s  s o m e­

t h i n g  w h i c h  y o u  h a v e  d i s c r e t i o n  to do, a n d  it ' s  g o t  to be 

a r e a s o n a b l e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  t h e n  y o u  —  y o u  -- the d i v i s i o n  

ca n  be f r o m  z e r o  to s o m e t h i n g  t.o —  to w h a t e v e r  y o u  t h i n k  is 

a p p r o p r i a t e  o n  the b a s i s  of t h e  facts.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  O kay. If I w e r e  to c o m m e n t ,

the P e t i t i o n e r  and N A N A  B o r o u g h  --- N A N A  region, a n d  t h e  

N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  a l l  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  a s s e s s e d  

v a l u e  of f a c i l i t i e s  in p l a c e  at t h e  R e d  D o g  m i n e  s i t e  is 

s o m e w h e r e s  in t h e  o r d e r  of $ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  -- a n d

CHAI RMAN B E T T I S W O R T H :  A d v i c e  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h i s
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I ' m  n o t  sure w h e t h e r  t h a t ' s  —  t h a t ' s  an a s s e s s m e n t  t h a t  the 

B o r o u g h  has m a d e  a g a i n s t  the m i n e  site, t h a t  t h a t  -- c h a t  has 

b e e n  n o t e d  in t h o s e  d o c u m e n t s .  T h a t ' s  the c u r r e n t  value.

It's a v e r y  s m a l l  v a l u e  of t h e  t o t a l  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  of the 

B o r o u g h .  It seems, t h o u g h ,  t h a t  we  n e e d  to at l e a s t  t h i n k  

a b o u t  —  some h o w  or o t h e r  we  n e e d  to p u t  that n u m b e r  in t o  

t h e  e q u a t i o n  of t h i ngs.

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  you -- y o n

w o u l d  i n t e r p r e t  the loss of t h a t  t a x  b a s e  w o u l d  be a -- I 

g u e s s  w h e r e  I h a v e  a h a n g u p  is t h a t  if I k n e w  -- a n d  i t ' s  not 

in t h e  r e c o r d  —  that, in fact, t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  h a d n ' t  

s u b m i t t e d  a tax bill to C o m i n c o / N A N A ,  or N A N A / C o m i n c o  r e l e­

v a n t  t o  t h a t  s i x  h u n d r e d  a n d  s e v e n  -- $ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0  a s s e t  or 

a s s e s s e d  value, w e ' d  h a v e  a h a n d l e  on w h e r e  we m i g h t  w a n t  to 

g o .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,

b u t  I -- I mean, I d o n ' t  l o o k  on t h a t  as a -- t h a t  i s n ' t  a

p u b l i c  asset. I mean, t h a t  i s n ' t  l i k e  a m u n i c i p a l ......

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  No, b u t  to the d e g r e e  t h a t  it

r e p r e s e n t s  an i n c o m e ,  a r e v e n u e  s o u r c e ,  for the N o r t h  S l o p e  

B o r o u g h  c u r r e n t l y ,  t h a t  —  is it --  is t h a t  the k i n d  of —  

is t h a t  the k i n d  of a t h i n g  t h a t  w e  n e e d  to be l o o k i n g  at?

I g u e s s  —  W i l s o n ,  a m  I off t r a c k ,  o r .....

S P E C I A L  C O U N S E L  C O N D O N :  W e ll, i t ' s  o n e  of t h e  t h i n g s

t h a t  y o u  need t o  be l o o k i n g  at, yes. I mean, y o u  -- you

B - 1 5 5



1 h a v e  a w i d e  r a n g e  of d i s c r e t i o n  here. Y o u  can -- y o u  can...

2 (Tape chan g e )

3 S P E C I A L  C O U N S E L  C O N D O N :... ......d e b t  w h i c h  has b e e n  i n c u r r e

4 by t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  as d e b t  w h i c h  has b e e n  i n c u r r e d  as

5 a r e s u l t  of the d e b t  '.olders l o o k i n g  to all the p r o p e r t y  in

6 t h e  B o r o u g h ,  that the B o r o u g h  h a s  o e e n  p r o v i d i n g  m u n i c i p a l

7 s e r v i c e s  to the e n t i r e  area, rnd t h a t  y o u  r e a l l y  o u g h t  to use

8 a f a i r l y  m e c h a n i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of a l l o c a t i n g  t h a t  d e b t  o u t

9 to the d o l l a r s  of t a x  b a s e  t h a t  a r e  there. You c a n  g o  f r o m

10 t h a t  e x t r e m e  to t h e  o t h e r  e n d  of t h e  c o n t i n u u m  of -- b y  -- by

11 l o o k i n g  at the d e b t  h a v i n g  b e e n  i n c u r r e d  on a r e g i o n a l  basis,

i or y o u  c a n  say t h a t  -- t h a t  the d e b t  h o l d e r s  here h a v e

13 r e a l l y  b e e n  w i l l i n g  to p r o v i d e  t h e  d e b t s ,  b u y  the b o n d s  of

14 the N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  b a s e d  o n  t h e  petro] eurn a s s e t s  that

15 a r e  -- t h a t  are a v a i l a b l e  to  p a y  l o c a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s .  A n d

16 I, f r a n k l y ,  a m  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  r e c o r d  in chis r e g a r d  in

17 t h i s  p r o c e e d i n g ,  s o  I ' m  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  in a p o s i t i o n  to -- to

16 m a k e  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  on t h e  e x e r c i s e  of t h a t  d i s c r e t i o n .

19 C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  I g u e s s  f r o m  my s t a n d p o i n t ,

20 tlen, I —  my  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  r e c o r d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e

21 p o t e n t i a l  a s s e t s  a n d  c u r r e n t  a s s e t s  at the Red Dog m i n e  s i t e

22 h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a p a r t  of t h e  B o r o u g h ' s .....

23 C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  Bond.

24 C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  ......b o n d  i n d e b t e d n e s s  c a p a b i l i t y

25 To  t h a t  —  b o n d e d  i n d e b t e d n e s s .  I g u esf to that e x t e n t ,  t h e n
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I g u e s s  w e  w o u l d  f i n d  th a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  be no -- t h a t  t h e r e  

are no a s s e t s  a n d  t h e r e ' s ,  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  then, t h e r e ' s  no n e e d  

t o  d i s t r i b u t e  a n y  —  a n y  l i a b i l i t y .

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N SON: Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  I -- I w o u l d  a g r e e

w i t h  t h a t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  p a r t i a l l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  e x e r c i s e  w e ' v e  

just g o n e  t h r o u g h  —  well, f i r s t  of all, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  m o r e  

th e  u s u a l  a p p r o a c h  of a s s e t s  a n d  l i a b i l i t i e s .  I -- a n d  b e f o r e  

the N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  b r o u g h t  this up, I c e r t a i n l y  w o u l d n ' t  

h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  for a v e r y  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  of 

t h e i r  t a x  b a s e  b e i n g  d e t a c h e d  w h e n  t h e r e  w e r e  no o t h e r  a s s e t s  

a n d  l i a b i l i t i e s  at all. So I g u e s s  I c a n ' t  ca l l  it that. 

S e c o n d ,  the tax b a s e  i s s u e  w a s  r e a l l y  o n e  t h i n g  we  p u t  g r e a t  

w e i g h t  on  in c o n s i d e r i n g  w h e t h e r  or not the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  

w e r e  s e r v e d  w i t h  this d e t a c h m e n t .  A n d  I -- I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  

the a p p r o p r i a t e  p l a c e  for t a x  b a s e  q u e s t i o n s  to be c o n s i d e r e d  ,

C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  I w o u l d  a g r e e  w i t h  Mr. B e t t i s -

w o r t h  c o m p l e t e l y  on y o u r  c o m m e n t s .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Okay, then, on t h i s  i s s u e  then,

it ' s  the f i n d i n g  of t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  a r e  no a s s e t s  

in p l a c e  in t h e  d e t a c h e d  a r e a  a n d  no l i a b i l i t i e s  a g a i n s t  

t h o s e  a s s e t s  to be d i v i d e d .  Is t h e r e  a n y  c o m m e n t  on  t h a t  

is s u e ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  No c o m m e n t .

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Okay.
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1 C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  We  h a v e  a m o t i o n  on t h e  f l o o r

2 b e f o r e  us w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of the p e t i t i o n .  I

3 g u e s s  o n e  c o m m e n t  I'd li k e  to m a k e  is t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a q u e s t i c

4 w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  the b o u n d a r y ,  a n d  it ' s  d e l e t e d  in the tech.nicc

5 d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  b o u n d a r y  and d i s c l o s u r e .  It's m y  u n d e r -

6 s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h a t  p r o b l e m  has b e e n  c o r r e c t e d .  I w o u l d  a l s o  

2 l i k e  n o  s a y  t h a t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to a n y  of t h e  facts a s s o c i a t e d

8 w i t h  this, I m e a n  s p e c i f i c ,  p e r t i n e n t  dates, times, th a t

9 k i n d  of thing, it's the C o m m i s s i o n ' s  o p i n i o n  that t h o s e  k i n d s

10 of p r o b l e m s  w i l l  be t a k e n  c a r e  of b y  S t a f f  at the c o m p l e t i o n

11 of t h e  f o r u m l a t i o n  of t h i s  —  t h i s  issue. T h a t  b a s i c a l l y

12 w h a t  w e ' r e  -- w e ' r e  d e c i d i n g  o n  a r e  o t h e r  i s s u e s  a s s o c i a t e d

13 w i t h  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  So, t h e r e ' s  a m o t i o n  on the f l o o r  b e f o r e

14 us to a p p r o v e  t h e  p e t i t i o n .

15 C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  Mr. C h a i r m a n .

16 C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Mr. H a n son.

17 C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  If I c o u l d  m a k e  one c o m m e n t .

I0 S h o u l d  w e  a s k  C o u n s e l  —  I'd li k e  to  a s k  h i m  for o u r  p r o -

19 c e d u r e s  f r o m  t h i s  p o i n t  b e f o r e  w e  —  if t h e r e ' s  a n y t h i n g  e l s e

20 t h a t  s h o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  b e f o r e  we v o t e  o n  t h i s  m o t i o n  re-

21 g a r d i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  that.

22 S P E C I A L  C O U N S E L  C O N D O N :  I ' m  n o t  a w a r e  of any.

23 C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  Okay.

24 C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  A n y  c o m m e n t s  o n  the p a r t  of the

25 C o m m i s s i o n ?  Okay, c a l l  for the q u e s t i o n .  I w o u l d  l i k e  to
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h a v e  a v o i c e  v o t e  on this. Mr. H a n s o n .

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  Aye.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Mrs. A n d e r s o n .

C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  Aye.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  I v o t e  aye. T h e  m o t i o n  p a s s e s

u n a n i m o u s l y .  W i t h  that, then, w e ' l l  t a k e  a b r i e f  r e c e s s  and 

c o m e  b a c k  to t a k e  up o t h e r  m a t t e r s .

(Off t h e  r e c ord)

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  O k a y ,  w e ' l l  r e c o n v e n e  t h e

d e c i s i o n a l  s e s s i o n .  C o u n s e l  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  w e  t a k e  -- 

t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  u n t i l  3 o ' c l o c k  to d r a f t  up  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  of 

d e c i s i o n .  W e  h a v e  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  of d e c i s i o n  to lo o k  at.

I w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  we  r e c e s s  for l u n c h  u n t i l  2:30, at 

w h i c h  t i m e  w e  w i l l  t h e n  t a k e  up  s t a t e m e n t s  -- t h e  o t h e r  

s t a t e m e n t s  of d e c i s i o n ,  a n d  t h e n  p r o c e e d  on to t h e  s t a t e m e n t  

of d e c i s i o n  on N o r t h  S l o p e  at 3 o ' c l o c k .  W i t h  t h a t  we w i l l  

r e c e s s  u n t i l  2:30.

(Off t h e  reco r d )
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C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  W e ' l l  r e c o n v e n e .  M e e t i n g  of t h e

L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n ,  J a n u a r y  19th, 1986. W e  h a v e  befort 

us a s t a t e m e n t  of d e c i s i o n  in r e s p o n s e  to p e t i t i o n  for local 

b o u n d a r y  g o v e r n m e n t  -- l o cal g o v e r n m e n t  b o u n d a r y  c h a n g e  

d e t a c h  f r o m  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g n  t e r r i t o r y  w i t h i n  a n d  a d j a c e n t  

to  t h e  N A N A  r e g ion. Y o u ' v e  had a c h a n c e  to t a k e  a l o o k  at 

t h i s  d o c u m e n t .  Is t h e r e  a n y  c o m m e n t s  on the p a r r  of the 

C o m m i s s i o n e r s ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  I g u e s s  I ' m  s t i l l

c o m p l e t i n g .....

C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  I h a v e n ' t  f i n i s h e d  t h i s  yet.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  Y o u  h a v e n ' t  f i n i s h e d ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  No.

r e c e s s .

(Off the r e c o r d )

CH A I R MA N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  W e l l ,  I  g u e s s  w e ' l l  g o  b a c k  i n t o
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r e c o r d  here. W e  h a v e  b e f o r e  us a s t a t e m e n t  of d e c i s i o n  on 

t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  d e t a c h m e n t .  Is t h e r e  a n y  c o m m e n t s  on 

t h e  p a r t  of the C o m m i s s i o n e r s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  

of d e c i s i o n ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N SON: Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  I t h i n k  it's a w e l l

d o n e  s t a t e m e n t  of d e c i s i o n .  M y  o n l y  c o m m e n t  w o u l d  be on 

p a g e  14, a n d  I'd a s k  C o u n s e l  if t h e r e ' s  a t e c h n i c a l i t y  t h a t  

n e e d s  to be c l a r i f i e d  or not. It's u n d e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  of 

a s s e t s  a n d  l i a b i l i t i e s .  T h e  -- the la s t  s e n t e n c e  says, "The 

C o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  no a s s e t s  a n d  no l i a b i l i t i e s  s h all 

b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  to  the S t a t e  p u r s u a n t  t o  19 A A C - 1 0 . 2 5 0 ( b ) . "
Is it n e c e s s a r y  to a l s o  s a y  c h e  -- the B o r o u g h  in th i s  c a s e  

or no t ?

S P E C I A L  C O U N S E L  C O N D O N :  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s o ......

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  Okay.

S P E C I A L  C O U N S E L  C O N D O N :   b e c a u s e  of the -- the r e g s

p r o v i d e s  for d i s t r i b u t i n g  to  t h e  St a t e ,  a n d  I ' m  n o t  e v e n  sure 

t h a t  y o u  c o u l d  —  I t h i n k  it is the N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h .

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N SON: Okay.

S P E C I A L  C O U N S E L  C O N D O N :  So, w e ' r e  —  y o u ' r e  —  w e ' r e

t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a s s e t s  a n d  l i a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  n o w  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  

N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h ,  b o t h  of them. A n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  is 

w h e t h e r  a n y  of t h e m  p a s s  to the S t a t e  a n d  c o l l a t e r a l l y  to 

the —  d e r i v a t i v e l y  to the p r o p o s e d  N o r t h w e s t  A r t i e  B o r o u g h ,

B - 1 6 1

C HAI R MAN B E T T I S W O R T H :  O k a y .  W e ' l l  g e t  b a c k  o n  t h e
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a n d  y o u r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  is t h a t  n o n e  do. T h e y  all s t a y  w h e r e  

t h e y  a r e  w i t h  ( i n d i s c e r n i b l e )  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h .  so, 

i t ' s  fine.

C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  O k ay. T h a n k  you.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  A n y  o t h e r  c o m m e n t s ?

C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  As Mr. H a n s o n  said, I t h i n k  it's

b e e n  v e r y  w e l l  done.

S P E C I A L  C O U N S E L  C O N D O N :  T h a n k  you.

C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  I g u e s s  —  l e t ' s  see, w h a t  d i d  

w e  do  b e f o r e ?  I g u e s s  w e  h a d  -- we h a d  a m o t i o n ,  or -- I 

g u e s s  w i t h o u t  o b j e c t i o n ,  then, w e ' l l  a c c e p t  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  as 

c o m p l e t e  a n d  w e ' l l  s i g n  off o n  it. I g u e s s  on m y  part, I'd 

like t o  t h a n k  the Staff, a n d  w h e n  I say St a f f ,  I w a n t  to start; 

o v e r  h e r e  w i t h  G e n e  K i n g  (ph) a n d  Dan B a r k w o r s t  (ph) a n d  t h e  

r e s t  of t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  C R N A  t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  h e l p e d  us, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  G e n e  (ph) o n  —  on t h i s  p r o j e c t  —  G e n e  (ph) 

a n d  D a n  a n d  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  p e o p l e  w i t h  C R N A  for all t h e i r  

w o r k  o v e r  the w h o l e  year. It ' s  b e e n  n o t  an  e a s y  year. A n d  

t h e n  I'd a l s o  t h e n  li k e  to  t h a n k  W i l s o n  a n d  y o u r  s t aff for a 

lot of h a r d  w o r k  o n  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  issue. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  

is, ag a i n ,  w e l l  d o n e ,  a n d  I fe e l  real c o m f o r t a b l e  t h a t  w e ' r e  

g o i n g  to -- w e ' v e  g o t  a d o c u m e n t  t h a t  w e  can —  we  c a n  all 

d e f e n d  if w e  h a v e  to. A n d  I'd l i k e  t o  t h a n k  the C o m m i s s i o n e r s  

Guys. It w a s  a t o u g h  one, b u t  w e  g o t  t h r o u g h  it, too. I 

g u e s s  w i t h  that, I ' m  —  l e t ' s  s i g n  t h i s  —  o n e  of t h e s e  a n d



1 w e ' l l  a d j o u r n .

2 C O M M I S S I O N E R  A N D E R S O N :  M a y  I p l e a s e  s e c o n d  y o u r  p a s t

3 w o r d s  to  t h e  S t a f f  a n d  t o  W i l s o n  a n d  h i s  s t a f f .

4 S P E C I A L  C O U N S E L  C O N D O N :  W e l l ,  I ' d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  -- s i n c e

5 y o u  w e r e n ' t  h e r e ,  I ' d  s a y  i t  w a s  r e a l l y  f u n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u .

6 Y o u  f o l k s  e x e m p l i f y  t h e  b e s t  i n  d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t .  I

7 m e a n ,  I g o t  p a i d  t o  c o m e  a n d  d o  all  t h i s  w o r k ,  a n d  y o u

8 p e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  t h i s  o n  y o u r  o w n  t i m e ,  a n d  i t ' s  r e a l l y

9 q u i t e  a d m i r a b l e .  I ' d  -- I ' d  a l s o  j u s t  l i k e  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e

10 B o b  Stoller, w h o ' s  a n  a t t o r n e y  in A n c h o r a g e  w h o ' s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  

n  w i t h  me. H e ' s  n o t  a m e m b e r  of m y  f i r m  b u t  —  o n  h i s  own,  b u t

12 s o m e b o d y  w h o  I b r i n g  in t o  h e l p  m e  w h e n  I w o r k  o n  p r o j e c t s

13 l i k e  t h i s , a n d  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n t  P e t e r  M o o r e  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e

14 r o o m  w n o  w a s  a l s o  h e r e  a n d  t h e y  —  s i n c e  t h e y  w o r k e d  ha r d ,

15 I ' d  l i k e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e m .  T h e y  h a d  a l ot  t o  d o  w i t h  t h i s .

16 So, t h a n k s .

17 C O M M I S S I O N E R  H A N S O N :  Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  I ’d j u s t  l i k e  to

18 s e c o n d  a l l  o f  o u r  t h a n k  v o u ' s ,  a n d  t h a n k  y o u  as  C h a i r m a n  f o r

19 c h a i r i n g  a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  s e r i e s  of m e e t i n g s  a n d  h e a r i n g s .

20 It w a s  v e r y  w e l l  d o n e .

21 C H A I R M A N  B E T T I S W O R T H :  T h a n k  you, Mr. H a n s o n .  I g u e s s

22 w i t h  t h a t ,  w e 'r e  a d j o u r n e d .

23 *** E N D  O F  P R O C E E D I N G S  ***
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