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S u c c e s s f u l  a nd w e l l  o p e r a t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  d e p e n d  o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  

a nd o p e n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  all l e v e l s  o f  p e r s o n n e l .  W i t h i n  

A M H S  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  and r e m a i n s  a l a c k  of o r g a n i z e d  c o m m u n i c a ­

t i o n s  ( i n p u t  a n d  r e s p o n s e )  b e t w e e n  m a n a g e m e n t  and d i v i s i o n  

p e r s o n n e l .  T h i s  is e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  in the a r e a  of s h i p  o p e r a ­

ti o n s .  W e  r e c o m m e n d  t he i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of a f o r m a l  a n d  o p e n  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  p l a n  as s o o n  as p r a c t i c a l .  In sc d o i n g  w e  s ee 

an o p p o r t u n i t y  for p e r s o n n e l  on s h i p s  a nd on s h o r e  to p r o v i d e  

v a l u a b l e  i n p u t  for d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s  t h a t  c o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  f u t u r e  

d e s i g n  a nd o p e r a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s .

M a s t e r  P l a n :

T h e r e  is n o  " i n - d e p t h "  p l a n  in p l a c e  to p r o v i d e  for an o r d e r l y  

and a f i n a n c i a l l y  f e a s i b l e  a p p r o a c h  to f u t u r e  o p e r a t i o n s  of the 

s y s t e m .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  f u t u r e  p l a n s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  p l a n s  for 

v e s s e l  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  i m p r o v e d  s c h e d u l i n g  a nd u t i l i z a t i o n  of 

v e s s e l s ,  f u t u r e  e x p a n s i o n  of s y s t e m  and s e r v i c e ,  a n d  a f e a s i b l e  

f i n a n c i a l  p l a n  to c o v e r  f u t u r e  c o s t s .  It h a s  b e e n  e s t i m a t e d  by 

m a r i n e  e n g i n e e r s  t h a t  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  and r e p l a c e m e n t  c o s t s  of 

t h e  A M H S  w o u l d  b e  o n e  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  o v e r  the n e x t  3 0 - 4 0  y e a r s .

In o r d e r  to a d e q u a t e l y  p l a n  for the f u t u r e  of t h e  S y s t e m  an 

e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n  i n v e n t o r y  of all o p e r a t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  and 

v e s s e l s  n e e d s  to b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  T h i s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a g e n e r a l  

m o n i t o r i n g  o f  b o t h  d e s i g n  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  to s t r e s s  

un i formi t y .

41-



W e  r e c o m m e n d  ch a t  a m a s c e r  p l a n  be f o r m u l a t e d  b y  t he p o l i c y ­

m a k i n g  g r o u p  as o n e  of t h e i r  f i r s t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T h e  m a s t e r  

p l a n  m u s t  c o n t a i n  d e f i n i t i v e  p l a n s  in s c h e d u l e d  f o r m a t  to c o v e r  

p e r i o d s  of 5 and 10 y e a r s  w i t h  p r o v i s i o n  for b i - a n n u a l  r e v i e w s .  

It s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  b ut n o t  be l i m i t e d  to the f o l l o w i n g :

1. F u t u r e  S y s t e m  e x p a n s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of s h u t t l e  

f e r r y  c o n c e p t .

2. S t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  of v e s s e l s  and s h o r e  f a c i l i t i e s .

3. C a p i t a l  I m p r o v e m e n t  P l a n ,  to i n c l u d e :

A. V e s s e l  r e p l a c e m e n t  a n d  m i d - l i f e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n

B. C o n s t r u c t i o n  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of s h o r e  f a c i l i t i e s

C. D e v e l o p m e n t  of an e x p a n d e d  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  to l e s s e n  

d e p e n d e n c e  u p o n  m a r i n e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

4. D e v e l o p m e n t  of an O p e r a t i n g  P l a n  to:

A. I m p r o v e  s c h e d u l i n g  a n d  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  v e s s e l s

B. D e v e l o p  a M a r k e t i n g  P l a n  to i m p r o v e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of 

n o n - p e a k  s e a s o n  c a p a c i t y

C. G u a r a n t e e  tha t  t he S y s t e m  g e n e r a t e s  r e v e n u e s  to fund a 

m i n i m u m  of 55 p e r c e n t  o f  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s  w i t h i n  the 

n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s  and 60 p e r c e n t  w i t h i n  ten y e a r s .

-42-



M E M O R A N D U M F e b r u a r y  6, i986

S U B J E C T : S e c t i o n  b y  s e c t i o n  a n a l y s i s  o f  HB 2 3 ,  a n  A c t  
r e l a t i n g  t o  f e r r i e s  a n d  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l s  a n d  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  
A u t h o r i t y

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t e  C a t o

FROM: G e o r g e  U c e r m o h l e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l

A s  p e r  y o u r  r e q u e s t ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  s e c t i o n  b y  s e c t i o n  
a n a l y s i s  o f  HB 2 3 ,  a n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  f e r r i e s  a n d  f e r r y  
t e r m i n a l s  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  A u t h o r ­
i t y .

S e c t i o n  1 T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  i s  t o  c r e a t e  a n  A l a s k a  
M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  A u t h o r i t y  w i t h  e x c l u s i v e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  o p e r ­
a t e ,  m a n a g e ,  c o n s t r u c t ,  a n d  p l a n  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  a  m a r i n e  
h i g h w a y  s y s t e m .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t a t e d  p u r p o s e ,  t h e  
A u t h o r i t y  i s  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h i s  i s  
p r o b a b l y  a n  o v e r s t a t e m e n t .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  p a r t  o f  s t a t e  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  f o r  s o m e  p u r p o s e s ,  a s  a  p u b l i c  c o r p o ­
r a t i o n ,  i t  h a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  l e g a l  e x i s t e n c e .

S e c t i o n  2 AS 1 9 . 7 0

1 9 . 7 0 . 0 1 0  T h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  A u t h o r i t y  i s  
c r e a t e d  a s  a  p u b l i c  c o r p o r a t i o n  w i t h  l e g a l  e x i s t e n c e  
i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  a  s e p a r a t e  a g e n c y  
w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l ­
i t i e s .

1 9 . 7 0 . 0 2 0  T h e  g o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t s  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
c o n f i r m s  s e v e n  d i r e c t o r s  t o  t h e  A u t h o r i t y .  T h r e e  d i r e c t o r s  
m u s t  b e  c h o s e n  f r o m  a m o n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  
c a r r i e r s ,  o f  t h e  m a r i t i m e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  o f  t h e  t o u r i s m

C h a p t e r  7 0 .  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  A u t h o r i t y  
A r t i c l e  1 .  C r e a t i o n  a n d  O r g a n i s a t i o n
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i n d u s t r y .  F o u r  d i r e c t o r s  m u s t  b e  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s ;  e a c h  f r o m  
a  s e p a r a t e  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  
s y s t e m  ( S o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a ,  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  K o d i a k  
I s l a n d ,  a n d  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a ) .  E a c h  d i r e c t o r  s e r v e s  a  f o u r  
y e a r  t e r m  b u t  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  p r i o r  r e m o v a l  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r .  
E a c h  d i r e c t o r  m u s t  s i g n  a  w r i t t e n  o a t h  t o  f a i t h f u l l y ,  i m p a r ­
t i a l l y ,  a n d  i u s t l v  p e r f o r m  h i s  d u t i e s .  T h e  d i r e c t o r s  s e r v e  
w i t h o u t  p a y  b u t  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  t r a v e l  a n d  p e r  d i e m  
e x p e n s e s .

1 9 . 7 0 . 0 3 0  T h e  d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  c h o s e  a  c h a i r m a n  f r o m  
a m o n g  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e  d i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  a l s o  c h o o s e  a s e c r e ­
t a r y  a n d  a  t r e a s u r e r ,  b u t  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  a n d  t r e a s u r e r  n e e d  
n o t  b e  d i r e c t o r s .  F o u r  d i r e c t o r s  c o n s t i t u t e  a  q u o r u m  o f  t h e  
A u t h o r i t y .

1 9 . 7 0 . 0 4 0  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  e m p l o y  a n  e x e c u t i v e  
d i i ' e c t o r " !  A l T  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  e x c e p t  t h e  e x e c u -  

I v e  d i r e c t o r  a n d  t h e  l e g a l  c o u n s e l ,  s h a l l  b e  s t a t e  e m p l o y ­
e e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  c l a s s i f i e d  s e r v i c e .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  m a y  c o n ­
t r a c t  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  c o n s u l t a n t s  a n d  a d v i s o r s  a s  n e c e s ­
s a r y .

A r t i c l e  2 .  P o w e r s  a n d  D u t i e s

1 9 . 7 0 . 0 5 0  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  a  c o r p o r a t e  e n t i t y  t h a t  c a n  
s u e  a n d  b e  s u e d .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  g i v e n  t h e  p o w e r s  n e c e s ­
s a r y  t o  c o n d u c t  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  w i t h i n  
a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  A s  a n  a g e n c y  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h e  b u d g e t  
o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  a p p r o v e d  a n d  t h e  f u n d s  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  
b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  g i v e n  t h e  p o w e r  t o  
m a k e  a n d  e n f o r c e  b y l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  b u t  i t  i s  u n c l e a r  
w h e t h e r  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  t o  h a v e  r u l e m a k i n g  p o w e r s  u n d e r  t h e  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t .

T h e  A u t h o r i t y  h a s  p o w e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r a t e s  a n d  t a r i f f s  a n d  
t o  m o d i f y  t h e  r o u t e s  o f  t h e  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m ,  a f t e r  
p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a r e  h e l d .  T h e  p o w e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  n e w  r o u t e s  
f o r  t h e  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  i s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p o w e r s  
o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y .

T h e  A u t h o r i t y  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  i s s u e  b o n d s  f o r  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  f e r r i e s  o r  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l s .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  
m u s t  r e l y  o n  l e g i s l a t i v e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  f u n d i n g  o f  c a p i ­
t a l  p r o j e c t s .
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1 9 . 7 0 . 0 5 5  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  h a s  a  d u t y  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  b e s t  
m a r i n e  p a s s e n g e r  a n d  f r e i g h t  s e r v i c e  p o s s i b l e  b y  p r i v a t e  a n d  
p u b l i c  c a r r i e r s  t o  A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e q u i r e d  t o  o b t a i n  p r e p a y m e n t  f o r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  
a n d  m a x i m i s e  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  s e r v i c e  t o  a l l  p o r t s .  T h e  
b i l l  i s  u n c l e a r  o n  w h i c h  p o r t s  m u s t  b e  s e r v e d  b y  t h e  M a r i n e  
H i g h w a y  S y s t e m .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  m u s t  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
r e s e r v a t i o n  s y s t e m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t o  m a r k e t  t h e  
m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  
h a s  a  m a n d a t e  t o  u t i l i z e  A l a s k a n  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  t o  e m p l o y  
A l a s k a n  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  A l a s k a n  u n i o n s  t o  t h e  m a x i m u m  e x t e n t  
p o s s i b l e .

1 9 . 7 0 . 0 6 0  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  u s e  t h e  n a m e  
" A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m . "

1 9 . 7 0 . 0 7 0  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s ­
p o r t  a  t i o r T ~ a n 3 _  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a  l o n g  r a n g e  
p l a n  f o r  t h e  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m .  T h e  p l a n  m u s t  b e  u p d a t e d  
e v e r y  f i v e  y e a r s .  T h e  p l a n  a n d  i t s  u p d a t e  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  
l e g i s l a t i v e  ' v e r s i g h t .  T h e  e x a c t  r o l e  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  
t h e  r e v i e w  a n d  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  p l a n  i s  u n c l e a r .

A r t i c l e  3 .  A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  P r o p e r t y

1 9 . 7 0 . 0 8 0  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  m a y  a c q u i r e  l a n d ,  e a s e m e n t s ,  
s a n d ,  g r a v e l , a n d  o t h e r  r a w  m a t e r i a l s  b y  p u r c h a s e ,  g i f t ,  o r  
e x c h a n g e .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y ' s  p o w e r  t o  a c q u i r e  l a n d  o r  r r 
m a t e r i a l s  i s  n o t  i m p e d e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t i t l e  t o  t h .  ’ 
o r  r a w  m a t e r i a l s  i s  v e s t e d  i n  t h e  s t a ^ a  o r  a n  a g e n c y  o f  
s t a t e ,  t h o u g h  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d  r a t i o n a l e  o f  t h i 3  p r  
v i s i o n  i s  u n c l e a r .

1 9 . 7 0 , 0 9 0  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  m a y  a c q u i r e  l a n d  t h a t  i s  n o t  
f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m ,  i f  t h e  l a n d  w i l l  
b e  u s e d  t o  a c q u i r e  o t h e r  l a n d  n e e d e d  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  
m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m .

1 9 . 7 0 . 1 0 0  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  m a y  a b a n d o n  i t s  o w n e r s h i p  o f  
l a n d  t h a t  i s  s u r p l u s  t o  i t s  n e e d s .  W h e n  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  a b a n ­
d o n s  l a n d ,  t h e  l a n d  r e v e r t s  t o  t h e  o w n e r  o r  t h e  o w n e r ' s  
h e i r s  o f  t h e  l a n d  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  l a n d  w a s  t a k e n .  T h i s  p r o ­
v i s i o n  i s  p e c u l i a r  i n  t h a t  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  h a s  n o  p o w e r  o f  
e m i n e n t  d o m a i n  a n d  t h u s  c a n n o t  t a k e  l a n d  f o r  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  
p u r p o s e s .  O t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s ,  d o  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  
e m i n e n t  d o m a i n  a n d  c o u l d  t a k e  l a n d  b y  e m i n e n t  d o m a i n  a n d
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C h e n  t r a n s f e r  ^ h a t  l a n d  t o  t h e  A u t h o r i t y .  I t  i s  u n u s u a l  
t h a t  a  s c a c e  a g e n c y  i s  g i v e n  t h e  p o w e r  t o  a b a n d o n  l a n d .  T h e  
A u t h o r i t y  m a y  a l s o  t r a n s f e r  i t s  s u r p l u s  l a n d  t o  t h e  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  d i s p o s a l .  T h e  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  
t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  s u c h  s u r p l u s  l a n d s  m u s t  b e  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  
f u n d  f r o m  t h e  f u n d s  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  l a n d  o r i g i n a l l y  c a m e .
T h e  f a t e  o f  f u n d s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  s u r p l u s  
l a n d s  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  p u r c h a s e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  i s  n o t  a d d r e s s e d .

A r t i c l e  4 .  F e r r y  T e r m i n a l  F a c i l i t i e s

1 9 . 7 0 . 1 1 0  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  m a y  c o n s t r u c t ,  p u r c h a s e ,  
l e a s e ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  F e r r y  t e r m i ­
n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  u s e  b y  v e h i c l e s  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  
t h a t  c a n  l o a d  a n d  u n l o a d  u n d e r  t h e i r  o w n  p o w e r .  T h i s  l i m i ­
t a t i o n  p r e v e n t s  t h e  f e r r y  s y s t e m  f r o m  o f f e r i n g  n o n - f e r r y  
t y p e  s e r v i c e s  s u c h  a s  c o n t a i n e r i s e d  c a r g o  s e r v i c e s .  T h i s  
l i m i t a t i o n  m a y  a l s o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e  o f  l o a d i n g  
a n d  u n l o a d i n g  v a n s  o n  a  f e r r y  u s i n g  t r u c k s  b< s e d  a t  t h e  
e m b a r c a t i o n  a n d  d e b a r c a t i o n  p o r t s ,  w i t h o u t  ^ n e  v a n s  b e i n g  
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  m e a n s  t o  l o a d  o r  u n l o a d  o n  i t s  o w n  p o w e r .

1 9 . 7 0 . 1 2 0  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  m a y  c o n n e c t  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l s  
w i t h  l o c a l  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m s .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  m a y  b u i l d  t h e  
n e c e s s a r y  r o a d w a y s  a n d  o t h e r  f a c i l i t i e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l i n k  a  
f e r r y  t e r m i n a l  w i t h  a  l o c a l  r o a d  s y s t e m .

1 9 . 7 0 . 1 3 0  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  m a y  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n ­
i n g  p u b l i c  u s e  o f  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e  r e g u l a t o r y  
p o w e r  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t  ( A S  4 4 . 6 2 ) .  L i k e w i s e  t h e  
A u t h o r i t y  i s  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  e x e m p t e d  f r o m  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a ­
t i v e  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t .

1 9 . 7 0 . 1 4 0  A f e r r y  t e r m i n a l  f a c i l i t y  o p e r a t i n g  o n  J a n u ­
a r y  1"j 1 9 5 9  i s  n o t  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  
1 9 . 7 0 . 1 1 0 - 1 9 . 7 0 . 1 4 0 .  S u c h  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l s  a r e  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  
t o  u s e  b y  p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  v e h i c l e s  t h a t  l o a d  a n d  u n l o a d  u n d e r  
t h e i r  o w n  p o w e r .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  p o w e r  t o  i s s u e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  p u b l i c  u s e  o f  t h e s e  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l s  o r  
t o  c o n n e c t  t h e s e  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l s  v / i t h  l o c a l  r o a d  s y s t e m s .

T h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e s e  o l d e r  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  i s  u n c l e a r .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  m a y  l a c k  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
r e p a i r  o r  m a i n t a i n  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s .
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S e c t i o n s  1 9 . 7 0 . 1 1 0 - 1 9 . 7 0 . 1 4 0  a r e  t a k e n  f r o m  AS 1 9 . 6 0 .
AS 1 9 . 6 0  w a s  e n a c t e d  i n  1 9 5 9  a n d  h a s  n o t  b e e n  u p d a t e d  s i n c e  
t o  r e f l e c t  c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m .

A r t i c l e  5 .  G e n e r a l  P r o v i s i o n s

1 9 . 7 0 . 1 5 0  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  i s s u e  a n n u a l l y  a  r e p o r t  
t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e t a i l i n g  i t s  i n c o m e ,  
e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  a n d  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p r i o r  f i s c a l  y e a r .

1 9 . 7 0 . 1 6 0  A c e r t i f i e d  p u b l i c  a c c o u n t a n t  s h a l l  a u d i t  
a n n u a l l y  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y .  T h e  l e g i s ­
l a t i v e  a u d i t o r  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  t o  p r e s c r i b e  t h e  f o r m  a n d  c o n ­
t e n t  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y .  T h i s  i s  a n  
u n u s u a l  g r a n t  o f  a u t h o r i t y  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u d i t o r  i n  
t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u d i t o r  c a n  d i c t a t e  w h a t  k i n d s  o f  
f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  t o  k e e p .

T h r  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u d i t o r  m a y  i n s p e c t  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  o f  
t h e  A u t h o r i t y  a t  a n y  t i m e .

1 9 . 7 0 . 1 7 0  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  
B u d g e t  A c t  ( A S  3 7 . 0 7 ) .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  m u s t  s u b m i t  i t s  b u d g e t  
t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  T h e  A u t h o r i t y  
s h a l l  s p e n d  i t s  b u d g e t  o n l y  a s  t h e  b u d g e t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  b y  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

1 9 . 7 0 . 1 8 0  A v e s s e l  o f  t h e  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  m a y  b e  
n a m e d  o n l y  b y  a c t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  M a r i t i m e  v e s s e l s  a r e  
t o  b e  n a m e d  a f t e r  a n  A l a s k a  g l a c i e r  a n d  r i v e r  v e s s e l s  a r e  t o  
b e  n a m e d  a f t e r  h i s t o r i c  v e s s e l s  t h a t  u s e d  A l a s k a n  r i v e r s .  
T h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  AS 1 9 . 6 5 . 0 2 0 .

1 9 . 7 0 . 1 9 9  T h e  t e r m s  " a u t h o r i t y " ,  " c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t "  
a n d  " f e r r y ' 1 a r e  d e f i n e d .

T h e  t e r m  " f e r r y "  m e a n s  a  v e s s e l  u s e d  i n  i n t r a s t a t e  c o m m e r c e  
t o  c a r r y  p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  s e l f - p r o p e l l e d  v e h i c l e s .  T h e  d e f i ­
n i t i o n  o f  " f e r r y "  h a s  n o t  c h a n g e d  s i n c e  i t  w a s  a d o p t e d  i n  
1 9 5 9 .

1 9 . 7 0 . 2 0 0  T h i s  a c t  i s  t i t l e d  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  
A u t h o r i t y  A c t .

S e c t i o n  3 T h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  AS 3 5 . 2 7  w h i c h  
r e q u i r e s  a  s p e c i f i c  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s  t o  b e  
a l l o c a t e d  f o r  a r t  i n  t h e  f a c i l i t y .
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S e c t i o n  4 T h e  t e r m s  " b u i l d i n g "  a n d  " f a c i l i t y "  a r e  a m e n d e d  
s o  t h a t  a n y  p e r m a n e n t  i m p r o v e m e n t  b y  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  i s  s u b ­
j e c t  t o  AS 3 5 . 2 7 .

S e c t i o n  5  T h e  t e r m  a u t h o r i t y  i n  AS 3 5 . 2 7  i s  d e f i n e d  t o  m e a n  
t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  A u t h o r i t y .

S e c t i o n  6  T h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  
A u t h o r i t y  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  l a w s  
( A S  3 9 . 5 0 ) .

S e c t i o n  7 T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  
F a c i l i t i e s  i s  . l o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p l a n n i n g  d e s i g n  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s ­
d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  M a i ' i n e  H i g h w a y  A u t h o r i t y .

S e c t i o n  8 T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  
F a c i l i t i e s  i s  n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a n a g e m e n t ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  o r  
m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  s t a t e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  u n d e r  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  A u t h o r i t y .

S e c t i o n  9 AS 1 9 . 6 0  r e l a t i n g  t o  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  i s  
r e p e a l e d .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  s a m e  p r o v i s i o n s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  
AS 1 9 . 7 0 . 1 1 0 - 1 9 . 7 0 . 1 4 0  o f  t h i s  b i l l .  T h o s e  s e c t i o n s  o f  
AS 1 9 . 6 0  n o t  r e - e n a c t e d  i n  t h i s  b i l l  r e l a t e  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l s  b y  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e .

AS 1 9 . 6 5  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  s y s t e m  i s  
r e p e a l e d .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a r e  r e e n a c t e d  i n  
t h i s  b i l l  a s  AS 1 9 . 7 0 . 1 8 0 .

S e c t i o n  1 0  T h e  f i r s t  d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y  a r e  
a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  s t a g g e r e d  t e r m s .

G U : m kr  
M 2 : 1 4 0
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS

CSHB 2 8 ( F i n ) ( 2 d - t i t l e - a n )

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t t y j o h n  m oved  a n d  a s k e d  u n a n im o u s  c o n s e n t  
t h a t  COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE B IL L  NO. 28 ( F i n a n c e )  
(2 d  t i t l e  a m e n d e d )  (m a k in g  a  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f ro m  t h e  
u n d i s t r i b u t e d  in c o m e  a c c o u n t  i n  t h e  A la s k a  p e r m a n e n t  f u n d  t o  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  f u n d ;  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e )  b e  
t a k e n  u p  a t  t h i s  t i m e .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C l o c k s i n  o b j e c t e d .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t t y j o h n  m oved  a n d  a s k e d  u n a n im o u s  c o n s e n t  
t h a t  lie  b e  a l lo w e d  t o  w i th d r a w  h i s  m o t io n .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Adam s o b j e c t e d  a n d  w i t h d r e w  h i s  o b j e c t i o n .  
T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  f u r t h e r  o b j e c t i o n ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e t t y j o h n ' s  
m o t io n  w as w i th d r a w n .

T he  S p e a k e r  w a iv e d  t h e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m it te e  r e f e r r a l  o n  
SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE B IL L  NO. 374  ( r e l a t i n g  t o  
s t a t e  t o l l  f a c i l i t i e s )  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  C h a i r m a n .

SSSB 3 74  w as s e n t  t o  t h e  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e .

/HB 611

T h e  S p e a k e r  w a iv e d  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m it te e  r e f e r r a l  o n  HOUSE 
B IL L  NO. 6 11  ( r e l a t i n g  t o  a i r  c a r r i e r s )  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  
t h e  C h a i r m a n .

HB 6 11  w as s t n t  t o  t h e  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e .

CSHB 1 0 4 ( J u d ) a m

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C l o c k s i n  m oved t h a t  t h e  H o u se  c o n c u r  i n  t h e  
S e n a t e  am en d m en t t o  CSHB 1 0 4 ( J u d ) a m ,  t h u s  a d o p t i n g  CSHB 
1 0 4 (J u d ) a m S  ( p a g e  2 1 4 6 ) ,  a n d  re c o m m en d e d  t h a t  t h e  m em bers  
v o t e  y e s .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P i g n a l b e r i  o b j e c t e d .

J

T h e  q u e s t i o n  b e i n g :  " S h a l l  t h e  H o u se  c o n c u r  i n  t h e  S e n a t e
am e n d m e n t t o  CSHB 1 0 4 ( J u d ) a m ? "  T h e  r o l l  w as t a k e n  w i t h  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t :
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  U e h l i n g ,  M a r t i n ,
R i n g s t a d ,  e t  a l

I N  THE HOUSE BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE B I L L  NO.  5 5 2  ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n )

I N  THE LE GISL ATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA  

FOURTEENTH LEGISL ATURE -  SECOND S E S S I O N

A B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s e t t i n g  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  s a f e

s p e e d  z o n e s . "

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISL ATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 1 9 . 1 0 . 0 7 0  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 9 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 .  DETERMINATION OF SAFE SPEED L I M I T S .  T h e  d e ­

p a r t m e n t  m a y  c o n d u c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  a n d  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  s a f e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  s a f e  

s p e e d  z o n e s  o n  h i g h w a y s  a n d  a r t e r i a l  r o a d w a y s  u n d e r  i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

*  S e c .  2 .  AS 1 9 . 1 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :
*£ P f £ O SL <W £*5

S e c .  1 9 . 1 0 . 0 7 2 .  NEIGHBORHOOD S A EE 1Y  FACTOR’S AND LOCAL HEARING  

P R O C E S S .  ( a )  I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  s a f e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  s a f e  s p e e d  z o n e s ,  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  

p r i o r i t y  l i s t e d :

( 1 )  n e i g h b o r h o o d  s a f e t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  c h i l d r e n  

a n d  p e d e s t r i a n  t r a f f i c ;

( 2 )  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s c h o o l s ,  h o u s e s ,  p a r k s ,  a n d  c r o s s w a l k s ;

( 3 )  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  d r i v e w a y s ,  p a r k e d  v e h i c l e s ,  a n d  m u l t i ­

p l e  t u r n  l o c a t i o n s ;

( A )  t h a t  s p e e d  a t  w h i c h  s a f e  a n d  p r u d e n t  d r i v e r s  c o u l d  p a s s

t h r o u g h  t h e  s p e e d  z o n e ;  a n d

( 5 )  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  l o c a l  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  s p e e d

z o n e .

( b )  I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  s a f e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  s a f e  s p e e d  z o n e s  w i t h i n  

a m u n i c i p a l i t y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h a t  m u n i c i p a l i t y .
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W O R K  DRAFT W O R K  DRAFT W O R K  DRAFT

I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  s a f e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  s a f e  s p e e d  z o n e s  o n  h i g h w a y s  a n d  

a r t e r i a l  r o a d w a y s  u n d e r  i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  a l s o  

c o n s u l t  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  c o u n c i l s  o r  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  

t h e  a f f e c t e d  a r e a ,  i f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c o u n c i l s  o r  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e q u e s t  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  n o t i c e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  

b e f o r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  s p e e d  l i m i t  o r  s p e e d  z o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  a s  r e c o m ­

m e n d e d  b y  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  c o m m u n i t y  c o u n c i l  o r  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .
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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s

F o r d
3 / 2 1 / 8 6 .

U e h l i n g ,  M a r t i n ,  
R i n g s t a d ,  e t  a l

I N  THE HOUSE BY THE STATE A F F A I R S  COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE B I L L  NO. 5 5 2  ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )

I N  THE LEGISLAT UR E OF THE STATE OF ALASKA  

FOURTEENTH LEGI SL AT UR E -  SECOND S E S S I O N

A B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s e t t i n g  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  n e i g h ­

b o r h o o d  s p e e d  z o n e s . "

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE L EGISL ATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 1 9 . 1 0 . 0 7 0  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 9 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 .  DETERMINATION OF SAFE SPEED L I M I T S .  T h e  d e ­

p a r t m e n t  m a y  c o n d u c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  a n d  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  s a f e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  s a f e  

s p e e d  z o n e s  o n  h i g h w a y s  a n d  a r t e r i a l  r o a d w a y s  u n d e r  i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

*  S e c .  2 .  AS 1 9 . 1 0 . 0 7 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b v  a d d i n g  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :

<to£ yV'f, ( b ) '  I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  s a f e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  s a f e  s p e e d  z o n e s  w i t h i n

v ^ i i f t i r b a n  a r e a s  o f}  a  mun i c i p a l i t y  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  d e p a r t ­

m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h a t  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  

p r o v i d e  n o t i c e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  

s p e e d  l i m i t  o r  s p e e d  z o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  m u n i c i p a l -  

i t y . -

( c ) '

I f  k-U.pz s.C'tj/riCfl,rta'1
J l c fa r j
In d e t e r m i n i n g  safe speed limits and safe speed zones under

( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  

c o u n c i l s  o r  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a f f e c t e d  a r e a ,  i f  

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c o u n c i l *  o r  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  r e q u e s t ^  i n  

w r i t i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  

p r o v i d e  n o t i c e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  

s p e e d  l i m i t  o r  s p e e d  z o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  

c o u n c i l  o r  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

*  S e c .  3 .  AS 1 9 . 1 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

-1- CSHB 552(SA)
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W O R K  DRAFT W O R K  DRAFT W O R K  DRAFT

S e c .  1 9 . 1 0 . 0 7 2 .  NEIGHBORHOOD SPEED ZONES.  I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  s a f e  

s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  s a f e  s p e e d  z o n e s  u n d e r  AS 1 9 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  p r i o r i t y  l i s t e d :

( 1 )  n e i g h b o r h o o d  s a f e t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  c h i l d r e n  

a n d  p e d e s t r i a n  t r a f f i c ;

( 2 )  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s c h o o l s ,  h o u s e s ,  p a r k s ,  a n d  c r o s s w a l k s ;

( 3 )  t h e  p r e s e n c "  o f  d r i v e w a y s ,  p a r k e d  v e h i c l e s ,  a n d  m u l t i ­

p l e  t u r n  l o c a t i o n s ;

( 4 )  t h a t  s p e e d  a t  w h i c h  s a f e  a n d  p r u d e n t  d r i v e r s  c o u l d  p a s s  

t h r o u g h  t h e  s p e e d  z c n e ;  a n d

( 5 )  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  l o c a l  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  s p e e d

z o n e .

CSHB i>52(SA) - 2 -



Introduced: 2/7/86
Referred: State affairs,
Transportation and Finance

BY UEHLING,MARTIN,RINGSTAD, 
F U R N A C E ,J E N K I N S ,M A R R O U ,
H A N L E Y ,C O L L I N S ,S Z Y M A N S K I ,

1 IN THE HOUSE SUND,TAYLOR A N D  BOUC H E R

2 HOUSE BIL L NO. 552

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF TH E  STATE OF ALASKA

4 FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to setting speed limits and

7 (̂ n e i g h b orhood speed zones

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 * Section 1. AS 19.10.070 is amended to read:

10 Sec. 19.10.070. DETERMINATION OF SAFE SPEED LIMITS. The d e­

ll partment may conduct investigations w i t h  the assistance of the Depart-

12 ment of Public Safety and shall determine safe speed limits and safe

13 speed zones on highways under its jurisdiction.

14 * Sec. 2. AS 19.10 is amended by adding a new section to read:

15 Sec. 19.10.072. N E I G HBORHOOD SPEED Z0NEs£<-)in d e t e r mining safe

16 speed limits and safe speed zones under AS 19.10.070, the department

17 shall consider

18 (1) the presence of schools, parks, crosswalks, and pedes-

19 trian traffic;

20 (2) che presence of driveways, parked vehicles, and multi-

21 pie turn locations:

22 (3) the effectiveness o f  local enforcement of the speed

23 zone;

24 (4) that speed at w h i ch  safe and prudent drivers could pass

25 through the speed z o n e .

'\1 .  f i \  (n.

C «•) //I t L t h y m io i r i <$ -8 ‘x l'C . Sp iJu tL
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F o r d
3 / 2 1 / 8 6 .

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  U e h l i n g ,  M a r t i n ,
R i n g s t a d ,  e t  a l

I N  THE HOUSE BY THE STATE A F F A I R S  COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE B I L L  NO.  5 5 2  ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )

I N  THE LEGISL ATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA  

FOURTEENTH LEG ISLA TU R E -  SECOND S E S S I O N

A B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s e t t i n g  s p e e d  l i i a i t s  a n d  n e i g h ­

b o r h o o d  s p e e d  z o n e s . "

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISL ATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 1 9 . 1 0 . 0 7 0  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 9 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 .  DETERMINATION OF SAFE SPEED L I M I T S .  T h e  d e ­

p a r t m e n t  m a y  c o n d u c t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  a n d  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  s a f e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  s a f e  

s p e e d  z o n e s  o n  h i g h w a y s  a n d  a r t e r i a l  r o a d w a v s  u n d e r  i t s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

*  S e c .  2 .  AS 1 9 . 1 0 . 0 7 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n s  t o  r e a d :
toffy

( b y  I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  s a f e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  s a f e  s p e e d  z o n e s  w i t h i n
\\Sf
C f l ^ ^ f u r b a n  a r e a s  o f j ’ a  mun i c i p a l i t y  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  d e p a r t ­

m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h a t  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l

Jel*) t ne

H

p r o v i d e  n o t i c e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a

s p e e d  l i m i t  o r  s p e e d  z o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  m u n i c i p a l -  

i f  toun-M Jtp sc,ynCj"rto"

^  j !
( c )  I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  s a f e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  s a f e  s p e e d  z o n e s  u n d e r

( a )  o f ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
p N  rU /

c o u n c i l s  o r  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a f f e c t e d  a r e a ,  i f  

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c o u n c i l ?  o r  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e q u e s t ^  i n  

w r i t i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  

p r o v i d e  n o t i c e  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  

s p e e d  l i m i t  o r  s p e e d  z o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  

c o u n c i l  o r  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

*  S e c .  3 .  AS 1 9 . 1 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

-1- CSHB 5 5 2 ( SA)



S e c .  1 9 . 1 0 . 0 7 2 .  NEIGHBORHOOD SPEED ZONES.  I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  s a f e  

s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  s a f e  s p e e d  z o n e s  u n d e r  AS 1 9 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  p r i o r i t y  l i s t e d :

( 1 )  n e i g h b o r h o o d  s a f e t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  c h i l d r e n  

a n d  p e d e s t r i a n  t r a f f i c ;

( 2 )  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s c h o o l s ,  h o u s e s ,  p a r k s ,  a n d  c r o s s w a l k s ;

( 3 )  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  d r i v e w a y s ,  p a r k e d  v e h i c l e s ,  a n d  m u l t i ­

p l e  t u r n  l o c a t i o n s ;

( A )  t h a t  s p e e d  a t  w h i c h  s a f e  a n d  p r u d e n t  d r i v e r s  c o u l d  p a s s  

t h r o u g h  t h e  s p e e d  z o n e ;  a n d

( 5 )  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  l o c a l  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  s p e e d

z o n e .

CSHB 3 5 2 (SA) -2-





In the event the visibility of a STOP sign or a YIELD sign at any 
location is restricted, the sign shall be located as specified, and a Stop 
Ahead sign (sec. 2C-15) or a Yield Ahead sign (sec. 2C-16) shall be 
erected in advance of the STOP or YIELD sign.

Figures 2-2, 2-7a, 2-7b, and 2-7c (pages 2A-10 and 2D-16 to 2D-I8) 
show typical STOP and YIELD sign installations.

2B-10 Speed Limit Sign (R2-I)

The'Speed Limit sign shall display the limit established by law, or by 
regulation, after an engineering and traffic investigation has been made 
in accordance with established traffic engineering practices. The speed 
limits shown shall be in multiples o f 5 miles per hour.

In order to determine the proper numerical value for a speed zone on 
the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation the following fac­
tors should be considered:

1. Road surface characteristics, shoulder condition, grade, alignment 
and sight distance.

2. The 85-percentile speed and pace speed.
3. Roadside development and culture, and roadside friction.
4. Safe speed for curves or hazardous locations within the zone.
5. Parking practices and pedestrian activity.
6. Reported accident experience for a recent 12-month period.
Two types of speed limit signs may be used: One to designate passen­

ger car speeds including any nighttime information or minimum speed 
limit that might apply, and the other to show a r v  special speed limits for 
buses and trucks. No more than three speed limits should be displayed 
on any one speed limit sign or assembly. Where a special speed limit 
applies to trucks or other vehicles, the legend TRUCKS 40, or such 
similar message as is appropriate, shall be shown below the standard

R2-1
2 4 " x 3 0 "

R2-2 
2 4 " x 2 4 "

S P E E D ! LIMIT
2B-6
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message or on a separate plate (R2-2). When used independently, the 
Truck Speed sign should carry a reference to SPEED or MPH.

Minimum speeds shall be displayed only iri combination with the 
posted speed limit (sec. 2B-12).

Advisory' Speed signs are treated under section 2C-35.
The standard Speed Limit sign shall be 24 x 30 inches. On express­

ways the sign should be at least 36 x 48 inches, with 4S x 60 inches 
prescribed for use on freeways.

2B-11 Night Speed Sign (R2-3)
Where different speed limits are prescribed for day and night, both 

the limits shall be posted. This may be done in either of two ways:
1. Immediately below the standard Speed Limit sign (R2-1) or com­

bined with it, a Night Speed sign (R2-3) carrying the legend NIGHT 45 
(or other suitable numerical limit) may be erected. In this case the 
numerals in the Night Speed sign and only the words SPEED LIMIT in 
the standard sign, should be reflectorized. As a special but logical excep­
tion to the general color scheme, the Night Speed sign should have its 
legend in white upon a black background.

2. A changeable message sign may be used, so that only the appro­
priate regulation is visible at a given time. The sign may have inter­
changeable panels, or reflectorization of the nighttime speed superim­
posed over the unreflectorized numerals of the daytime speed, to permit 
only the nighttime speed to become legible in the beam of motor-vehicle 
headlamps at night.

R2-3 

2 4 " x 24"

2B-I2 Minimum Speed Sign (R2-4)Where an engineering and traffic investigation shows that slow speeds on a highway consistently impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, signs may be used to post a minimum legal speed. Driving slower than the minimum limit is illegal except when necessary for safe operation or in compliance with the law. The minimum speed shall be displayed only in combination with the posted speed limit, and if desired, these two signs may be combined (R2-4a). The Minimum Speed sign shall have a standard, and minimum, size of 24 x 30 inches.
2B-7 Rev. 9/84
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R2—4
2 4 " k 3 0 "

SPEED 
LIMIT

MINIMUM

R2-4o 
2 4 " x 48"

2B-13 Location of Speed Limit Sign Speed Limit signs, indicating speed limits for which posting is required by law, shall be located at the points of change from one speed limit to another. These signs shall not be erected until the speed limits are approved and officially authorized.At the end of the section to which a speed limit applies, a Speed Limit sign showing the next speed limit shall be erected. Additional signs shall be installed beyond major intersections and at other locations where it is necessary to remind motorists of the limit that is applicable. In school areas, the END SCHOOL ZONE sign may be used as an alternate to the Speed Limit Sign.The Speed Zone Ahead sign (sec. 2B-14) may be used to give advance notice of a speed zone with a lower limit.In rural districts on U.S. and other State numbered routes, Speed Limit signs indicating the statutory speed limits shall be erected at entrances to the State and at boundaries of metropolitan areas. A special oversize sign is often desirable at these locations.

11-45 (C) 
Rev. 3

2B-14 Sign for Reduced Speed Ahead (R2-5)This sign should be used in rural areas to inform the motorist of a reduced speed zone when an advance notice is needed to comply with the speed limit posted ahead. The sign is not ordinarily needed in urban areas where speeds are relatively low.This sign shall always be followed by a Speed Limit sign erected at the beginning of the zone where the altered speed limit applies.
Rev. 9 / 8 4 2 B - 8
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(  This sign shall have a standard size of 24 x 30 inches. It shall, however,be of the same size as the Speed Limit sign at the beginning of the speed zone, shall be erected in the same manner, and shall display one of the three illustrated legends.

R 2 -5 a  
2 4 " x 3 0 "

R 2-5b  
2 4 " X 3 0 "

R 2 -5 c  
2 4 " x 3 0 "

2B^15^Tum Prohibition Signs (R3-1 to 3) fTurn Prohibition signs should be used to indicate the turns that are prohibited derestricted at a particular intersection.
( The standard, and minimum, size of the No Right Turn sign (R3-1), theNo Left Turn sign (R3-2), and the NO TURNS sign (R3-3) shall be 24 x 24 inches. \ -VTurn Prohibition signs should be placed where they will be most easily seen by drivers intending to turn. Where No Right Turn signs are needed, at least one should be placed either over the roadway or at a right-hand corner of the intersection. If signals are present, the sign may be installedadjacent to a signal face viewed by motorists in the right lane.Where No Left Turn signs are needed, at least one should be placed over the roadway or at a left-hand comer of the intersection. If signals are present, the sign may be installed adjacent to a signal face viewed by motorists in the left lane. Where No Turns signs are needed, two signs should be used, one at a location specified for a No Right Turn sign and one at a location specified for a No Left Turn sign. If signals are present, a No Turns sign may be placed adjacent to a signal face viewed by all motorists on that approach.If advance signs are used, care should be taken that no alley or public driveway exists between them and the intersection where the turning movement is prohibited. At an intersection where one or more approaches to the'intersection are limited to one-way traffic, whether signalized or 
y norf the ONE WAY sign (sec. 2B-29) shall be used, and may beV supplemented by the Turn Prohibition sign (fig. 2-3, page 2A -l 1). A TurnProhibition sign is not needed at a ramp entrance to an expressway where,  the design is such as to indicate clearly the one-way traffic movement on

11-10 (C ) Rov. 3
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Pii.ssungy.rc, i s  not.  v i s i b l e  f o r  ;t d i s t a n c e  o f  5 0 0  f e e t  i n  a d v a n c e .  ! t  a h a l l  
h a v e  a  m i n i m u m  110“  x  2 0 "  s i z e .

I t  is  r .ot  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  Llie.se s i g n s  b e  u s e d  e v e r y w h e r e  a  s c h o o l  b u s  
.H o p s  t o  p i c k  u p  o r  d i s c h a r g e  p a s s e n g e r s  b u t  f o r  u s e  o n l y  w h e r e  t e r r a i n  
a n d  r o a d w a y  f e a t u r e . ' ,  l i m i t  t h e  a p p r o a c h  s i g h t  d i s t a n c e  a n d  w h e r e  t h e r e  
is  n o  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e l o c a t e  t h e  s t o p  t o  a n o t h e r  l o c a t i o n  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  
v i s i b i l i t y .

7 1 1 - 1 2  S c h o o l  S p e e d  L i m i t  S i g n s  ( S 4 - 1 .  S l - 2 ,  S l - 3 ,  S 4 - 4 )

T h e  S c h o o l  S p e e d  L i m i t  s i g n  s h a l l  b e  u s e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  s p e e d  l i m i t  
w h e r e  r e d u c e d  s p e e d  z o n e  f o r  a  s c h o o l  a r e a  h a s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  ( i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  l a w ,  a f t e r  a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  t r a f f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n )  o r  
w h e n  a s p e e d  l i m i t  i s  s p e c i f i e d  f o r  s u c h  a r e a s  b y  s t a t u t e .  T h e  s i g n  s h a l l  

h e  e i t h e r  a  f i x e d - m e s s a g e  s i g n  a s s e m b l y  o r  a  v a r i a b l e  d i s p l a y  t y p e  s i g n .
T h e  f i x e d  m e s s a g e  s i g n  a s s e m b l y  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  a  t o p  p n n e l  ( S t - 3 ) ,  

2 1 "  x  ( t h e  l e g e n d  S C H O O L  i n  b l a c k  o n  a  y e l l o w  b a c k g r o u n d ) ,  a  
S p e e d  L i m i t  s i g n  ( U 2 - 1 ) ,  2 4 "  x  a n d  a  b o t t o m  p a n e l  ( S 4 - 1 )  i n d i c a t ­
i n g  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p e r i o d s  o f  t h e  d a y  a n d / o r  d a y s  o f  t h e  w e e k ,  w h e n  t h e  
s p e c i a l  s c h o o l  s p e e d  l i m i t  a p p l i e s .  T h e  b o t t o m  p a n e l  s h a l l  b e  2 4 "  x  1 0 "  
( o r  l a r g e r  i f  n e e d e d )  a n d  s h a l l  h a v e  a  b l a c k  l e g e n d  o n  a  w h i t e  b a c k ­
g r o u n d .  A l t e r n a t e  l e g e n d s  s u c h  a s  W H E N  C H I L D R E N  A R E  P R E ­
S E N T  ( S t - 2 )  m a y  b e  u s e d  i f  p e r m i t t e d  b y  l a w .  T h e  n u m e r i c a l  s p e e d  

l i m i t  d i s p l a y e d  o n  t h e  s i g n  s h a l l  b e  t h e  l i m i t  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  l a w .

8:30 A.M. 
TO 5:30 P.M

WHEN 
CHILDREN 

ARE PRESENT

S4-1 
2 4 “ * 10"

S 4 -2  
2 4 " x 1 0 "

SCHOOL

S 4 -3  
2 4 "  x 8"

WHEN
FLASHING

5 4 -4  
2 4 " x 1 0 ”

V a r i a b l e  d i s p l a y  s i g n s  m a y  b e  u s e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  s p e c i a l  s c h o o l  
s p e e d  l i m i t .  T h e s e  s i g n s  m a y  u s e  b l a n k - o u t  m e s s a g e s  o r  o t h e r  m e t h o d s  
t u  d i s p l a y  t h e  s c h o o l  s p e e d  l i m i t  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d s  i t  a p p l i e s .  A  
S p e e d  L i m i t  S i g n  R e a c o r y ^ u f y ’'a l7o  b o  i w c d ,  w i t h  a  W H E N  F L A S H I N G  
s i g n  ( S 4 - 4 ) ,  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p e r i o d s  t h e  s c h o o l  s p e e d  l i m i t  i s  i n  f o r c e .  T h e

70-4

lenses of the Speed Limit Sign Beacon may be positioned within the fare of the School Speed Limit sign.Because of special features, it may not always be practical to make variable display signs conform in all respects to the accepted standards. However, during the periods the school speed limit is in force, their basic shape, message, legend layout, and colors should conform to the standard for the fixed message sign, except that if the sign is internally illuminated, it may have a white legend on a black background.
SCHOOL SCHOOL
SPEED 1

i SPEEDLIMIT LIMIT

2 0
• 2 0

1 WHEN
WHEN

1 CHILDREN 
1 ARE PRESENT

FLASHING

School Spoed lim il P o u ib U  Sign
Sign A ite m b ly  W ilh  Speed  lim it

Sign OeoconVariable display signs with flashing beacons should be used for the more critical situations, where greater emphasis of the special school speed limit is needed.Where practical, consL ration should be given to including, on the back of variable display signs, a light or device to indicate the speed limit message is in operation or visible.The end of an authorized and posted school speed zone shall be marked with a standard Speed Limit sign showing the speed limit for the section of highway which follows or with an E N D  S C H O O L  Z O N E  sign.
7B-13 Parking and Stopping Signs (R7 Scries)Parking signs and other signs governing the stopping and standing of vehicles in school areas cover a very wide variety of regulations and only general specifications can be laid down here. Typical examples are as follows:1. No Parking 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM School Days Only.2. No Stopping 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM School Days Only.3. 5 Min. Loading 8:00 AM lo 5:00 PM School Days Only.

B



854 Transportation and Traffic Engineering HandbookMany European and other countries have tended historically either to enforce speed limits only in hazardous rural areas or in urban areas or to enact single speed limits by statute lo cover all highways of a certain kind in a given area- The practice of setting special speed limits for specific roadway conditions is relatively new. In some cases (Route M-l in England, for example) highways were or are operated with no speed limit whatever. This total lack of speed control has generally proven unsafe.
S P E E D  R E G U L A T IO N S  

FA C TO R S AFFECTING  SPEED  R EG ULA TIO N S

Puilie attitude.  The traffic engineer will receive many requests for establishing new speed, limits or for altering existiag limits upward or downward. Such requests often reflect citizen opinion that something is wrong with a particular section of highway or with the operation of traffic thereon. A  request for a revised speed limit, usually lower than the limit posted, is sometimes the only immediate solution that the public can offer. Such requests often are based on the misconception that almost all motorists will automatically exceed the posted limit by 5 or 10 mph and that the only way to reduce speeds is to reduce the speed limit. Citizens, acting as individuals or groups, will frequently request lower speed limits for their own neighborhood streets than they, as drivers, would consider reasonable in similar neighborhoods elsewhere.The consensus of traffic engineers in the United States is that motorists usually adjust their speeds according to conditions on the road and not necessarily to posted speed limits. Hence, if unreasonably low limits are posted, the limit will be violated by large numbers nf drivers. This leads to disrespect of other posted limits as well.Studies of speed in Europe have shown, almost without exception, that the speed of vehicles can be considerably reduced by installing a speed limit. Experience in the United States indicates that drivers do not drastically alter speed patterns with changes in speed limits. One possible explanation is that European experience generally deals with the application of speed limits for the first time, but the United States experience usually deals with revision of existing speed limits.1. Public reaction to the imposition of speed limits varies. In 1971 West Germany proposed the imposition of a 100 kph (62 mph) speed limit on two-lane rural roads '? where previously no speed limit had been posted. The purpose was to reduce West ’ Germany's high accident rate. The general public reaction was one of anger.* In other instances, speed limits have been welcomed.
Accident frequency and severity vs. speed Various safety campaigns aimed at drivers have attempted ti persuade them that speed is the cause of almost all acci­dents, and that if speed can be controlled, accidents will be prevented or reduced. Although excessive speed has often been listed in police reports as the cause or major contributing factor in accidents, the real problem is driving tpo fast for prevailing conditions.Statistics have generally shown that the imposition of a speed limit in an urban

1 D o n a l d  C . C le v e l a n d .  “ S p eed  a n d  S peed  C o n tro l ,"  T r a f f i c  C o n t r o l  a n d  R o a d v a y  E l e m e n t : — T h e i r  

R e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y ! R e v i s e d ,  C h a p te r  6  (W a sh in g to n , D .C .:  H ig h w ay  U se r: F ed e ra tio n  fo r 
S afe ty  a n d  M o b ility , 1970), p . 6.

2  A u c e  S ie g e r t ,  “ S peed  L im its  I rk  G e n u a n s ,"  C h i c a g o  T r i b u n e ,  O c to b e r  I I ,  1971, Sec. I*A, p . 3.
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S p A d  P e c u la tio n s  an d  O th er O p e ra tio n a l C o n tro ls  8 5 9specific speed limits. This information should iX gathered both in a qualitative and quantitative manner which will justify the drtio\s taken.
Requisite studies. The Uniform Vehicle Code requires that an engineering and traffic investigation shall be the basis for altering any maximum speed limit set forth in the Code, Almost all state laws contain a similar provision. What constitutes “an engineer­ing and traffic investigation" is not described in the statute or in the Uniform Vehicle. 

Code. Judgment must be used to select the pertinent data. Because posted speed limits apply to normal roadway conditions (dry pavement, good visibility, roadway unin­hibited by traffic congestion or accidents) those data should be collected so that they truly'indicate what would be considered normal maximum speed under such condi­tions. •The following factors should be considered, and appropriate data gathered, in establishing speed limitations:1. Prevailing vehicle speeds - *a. 85-percentile speed .b. Pacec. Average test run speedsd. Speed distribution data . ’2. Physical featuresa. Design speedb. Measurable physical features1. Maximum comfortable speed on curves
2. Spacing of intersections3. Number of roadside businesses per milec. Roadway surface characteristics and conditions1. Slipperiness of pavement
2. Roughness of pavement• 3. Presence of transverse dips and bumps.  ̂*
4. Presence and condition of shoulders. 5. Presence and width of median  ̂ .3. Accident experience

4. Traffic characteristics and controla. Traffic volumes •’ .b. Parking and loading vehiclesc. Commercial vehicles . . .d. Tum movements and controle. Traffic signals and other traffic control devices that affect or arc affected by vehicle speeds •f. Vehicle-pedestrian conflicts11The spot speed check should show whether only free-moving vehicles or whether all vehicles were recorded. A free-moving vehicle is one in which the drive.* is not restricted by other vehicles in selecting his speed. Observations should be restricted to those vehicles having at least from 6- to 9-sec headways from those ahead and making no apparent effort to overtake and pass them.
11 F o r  ad d itio n a l in fo rm a tio n  on  these fac to rs  an d  th e ir  a p p lica tio n  to  speed  2o n in g , see  “ A n  In fo rm a ­

t io n  R e p o r t on  S peed  Z o n in g ,"  Traffic E n g i n e e r i n g ,  X X X I, N o . 10 (1961), p p . 3 9-44 .



860 Transportation and Tragic Engineering HandbookThe S5-percenti!e speed as determined by spot speed studies is the principal factor generally used by traffic engineers to determine speed limits. Although this method is highly satisfactory on streets and highways carrying moderate to heavy volumes of traffic, it is difficult to apply on low-volume roads because of the time consumed in gathering the necessary number of observations. In such cases, trial runs can serve as a satisfactory substitute.
Criteria for establishing speed limits. The Traffic Committee for the American Association of State Highway Officials adopted in 1970 the following policy statement for the establishment of speed zones:

T h e  8 5 th  percen tile  sp eed  is to  b e  given p rim a ry  c o n s id e ra tio n  in sp e e d  zo nes be lo w  
50 m iles p e r  h o u r, a n d  th e  9 0 th  p e rcen tile  sp eed  is  to b e  given p r im a ry  c o n s id e ra tio n  
in  e s tab lish in g  speed  zo n es  o f  30 m iles p e r h o u r  or a b o v e . T o  ach ie v e  th e  o p tim u m  
in  sa fety , i t  is  desirab le  to  secu re  a  sp eed  d is tr ib u tio n  w ith  a  skew ness in d e x  a p p ro a c h ­
in g  u n ity .'  Signing for speed limits. Signing for speed limits should be consistent with the appropriate sections of the latest edition of a manual on uniform traffic control devices, or an equivalent, used in each country (see Chapter 16, Traffic Signs and Markings).Signs for speed limits are erected at varying intervals, depending on highway type and general location. In urban areas, speed Umit signs are usually erected at intervals not exceeding one-half mile if the speed limit is 40 mph or less. On freeways and in rural areas, frequency of signing varies considerably, with intervals between signs usually ranging from one to five miles.

DETERM IN ATION  O F  ADVISORY  SPE E D  IN D IC A T IO N STwo basically different methods arc available for determining advisory speed limits on horizontal curves: (1) by trial speed runs with a test vehicle or (2) by office calculation. Either method is satisfactory, but field runs to check the office calculations are desirable in any event.The trial speed runs method involves using a vehicle equipped with a ball-bank indicator to show thecombined effect of the body roll angle, the centrifugal force angle, and the superelevation angle. Safe speeds on curves are indicated by ball-bank readings of 14° for speeds below 20 mph, of 32° for speeds between 20 and 35 mph, and of lO* for speeds of 35 mph and higher. Also, 10* is safe for 50 rapn and even 60 mph, but for higher speeds a smaller reading should be used.15*’ in using the office method for determination of advisory speed, the advisory speed indication for a curve may be calculated by the following formula:
where V = advisory speed of vehicle in mph,

e — superelevation in ft per ft of horizontal width,/  = transverse coefficient of friction,
R = radius of curvature in ft.

11 A  P o l i c y  o n  G e o m e t r i c  D e s i g n  o f  R u r a l  H i g h w a y s  (W a sh m g to o , D .C :  A m e ric a n  A sso c ia tio n  o f  S ta te  
H ig h w ay  O fficials, 1965), p. 154.
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Register 70, July 1979 PUBLIC S A F E T Y 13 AAC 02.325
13 AAC 02.34013 AAC 02.325. SPECIAL SPEED LIMITATIONS, (a) No person may drive a motor-driven cycle when lights are required to be turned on as prescribed under 13 AAC04.010 at a speed greater than allowed by the intensity of the headlights as provided by 13 AAC 04.320.(b) No person may drive a vehicle which is towing a mobile home at a speed greater than 45 miles per hour.(c) No person may drive a vehicle equipped with lighted headlights described in 13 AAC 04.020(g) at a speed greater than 20 miles per hour.(d) No person may drive a vehicle at a speed in excess of 20 miles per hour when passing a marked public school or playground crosswalk that is posted with an official school, school crossing or speed-control sign. The speed zone at the crosswalk extends 300 feet in either direction from the marked crosswalk.(e) No person may drive a vehicle passing a school bus displaying alternately flashing yellow lights as provided in 13 AAC 04.097(b) at a speed greater than 20 miles per hour.(0 No person may drive a vehicle or a combination of vehicles over a bridge or other elevated, structure or through a tunnel or underpass constituting a part of a highway, ferry facility or city street at a rate of speed or with a gross weight or of a size which is greater than the maximum speed or maximum weight or size designated by an official traffic-control device. (In effect before 7/28/59; am 12/15/61, Reg. 3; am 8/10/66, Reg. 22; am 12/31/69, Reg. 31; am 6/28/79, Reg. 70) Authority: AS 28.05.01)13 AAC 02.330. RACING ON HIGHWAYS,(a) No person may participate in a race between motor vehicles upon a public highway, except rs piovided in AS 05.35.(b) As used in this section, “ race" means the use of one or more vehicles in attempting to outgain or outdistance another vehicle or while comparing or contesting relative speeds or powers of acceleration of the vehicles over a specified or unspecified distance or route,

whether or not the speed exceeds the maximum prescribed by law. (Eff. 12/31/69, Reg. 31; am 6/28/79, Reg. 70) Authority: AS 28.05.011ARTICLE 8.STOPPING, STANDING, AND PARKINGSection340. Stopping, standing, or parking onhighway and in other locations345. Officers authorized to removevehicles350. (Repealed)355. (Repealed)360. (Repealed)365. Additional parking regulations367. Loading zones370. (Repealed)372. Public carrier stops375. (Repealed)377. "arking meter zones13 AAC 02.340. STOPPING, STANDING, OR PARKING ON HIGHWAY AND IN OTHER LOCATIONS, (a) No person may stop, park or leave standing a vehicle, whether attended or unattended, upon or within eight feet of a roadway, except where the roadway is of sufficient width and design to allow parking without interfering with the normal flow of traffic or with snow removal or other highway maintenance, and where the parking, stopping or standing is not prohibited by an official traffic-control device.(b) This section and sec. 365 of this chapter do not apply to the driver of a vehicle performing an official duty which requires stopping, standing or parking upon or within eight feet of a roadway or to the driver of a vehicle which is disabled in a manner and to an extent that it is impossible to avoid stopping and temporarily leaving the vehicle upon or within eight feet of a roadway. The driver of a disabled vehicle shall comply with the requirements of sec. 345 of this chapter.(c) A vehicle that is stopped, parked, or standing in violation of a statute, regulation, or ordinance, is considered to have been stopped, parked or left standing by the registered owner of the vehicle unless the registered owner is able to prove that at the time of the violation the
13-17



Register 70, July 1979 PUBLIC SAFETY 13 AAC 02.260
13 AAC 02.27513 AAC 02.260. OVERTAKING AND PASSING SCHOOL BUS. (a) The driver of a vehicle meeting or overtaking a school bus stopped on a highway must stop before reaching the school bus when there is in operation on the school bus flashing red lights as provided in 13 AAC 04.097. The driver may not proceed until the school bus resumes motion, he is signaled by the school bus driver to proceed, or the flashing red lights are no longer illuminated.(b) Repealed 6/28/79.(c) The driver of a vehicle upon a highway with separate roadways need not stop upon meeting or passing a school bus which is on a different roadway, or when upon a controlled-access highway and the school bus is stopped off the roadway in a loading zone which is part of, or adjacent to, the controlled-access highway and where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the roadway.(d) When a school bus is stopped on a roadway, whether or not there are in operation flashing red lights as required in 13 AAC 04.097, a driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to children crossing a roadway to embark on or disembark from the school bus, whether or not the children are crossing within a marked crosswalk, or crossing the roadway upon which the bus is located. (In effect before 7/28/59; am 12/15/61, Reg. 3; am 8/10/66, Reg. 22; am 12/31/69, Reg. 31; am 6/28/79, Reg. 70)Authority: AS 28.05.01113 AAC 02.265. STOP WHEN TRAFFIC MAY BE OBSTRUCTED. No dm • may enter an intersection or crosswalk, o. drive onto a railroad grade crossing unless there is sufficient space on the other side of the intersection, crosswalk or railroad grade crossing to accommodate the vehicle he is driving without obstructing the passage of other vehicles, pedestrians, or railroad trains, notwithstanding a traffic-control signal indication to proceed. (Eff. 6/28/79, Reg. 70)

Authority: AS 28.05.011

ARTICLE 7. SPEED RESTRICTIONSSection
275. Basic rule and maximum limits
280. Alteration of limits by state andmunicipalities
285. (Repealed)
290. (Repealed)
295. Minimum speed regulation
300. (Repealed)
305. (Repealed)
310. (Repealed)
315. (Repealed)
320. (Repealed)
325. Special speed limitations
330. Racing on highways
13 AAC 02.275. BASIC RULE ANDMAXIMUM LIMITS, (a) No person may drive a vehicle at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent considering the traffic, roadway, and weather conditions.(b) Except when a special hazard exists that requires a lcwer speed for compliance with (a) of this section, the limits specified in this subsection are the maximum lawful speeds throughout the state, and no person may drive a vehicle at a speed in excess of these maximum limits, unless otherwise posted:(1) 15 miles per hour in an alley;(2) 20 miles per hour in a business district;(3) 25 miles per hour in a residential district;

or (4) 55 miles per hour on any other roadway.(c) Repealed 6/28/79.(d) Repealed 6/28/79.(e) The maximum speed limits set forth in (b) of this section may be altered as authorized in sec. 280 of this chapter. (In effect before 7/28/59; am 12/15/61, Reg. 3; am 8/10/66, Reg. 22; am 12/31/69, Reg. 31; am 6/2S/79, R eg.70)
Authority: AS 28.05.011

13-15
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13 AAC 02.32013 AAC 02.280. ALTERATION OF LIMITS BY STATE AND MUNICIPALITIES, (a) When the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities with the assistance of the department, or a municipality, in their respective jurisdictions and consistent with AS 28.01.010, determines upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that a maximum speed prescribed in sec. 275(b) of this chapter is greater or lesser than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at an intersection, or an arterial street, or at any other place or part of the state or municipal highway system, the respective authority may determine a reasonable and safe maximum limit at the location. The maximum speed limit is effective when signs giving notice of the maximum limit are erected.(b) Alteration under (a) of this section may(1) decrease the limit at an intersection or other place where a full stop is necessary;(2) increase the limit to not more than 55 miles per hour;(3) decrease the limit within an urban district to less than 20 miles per hour, except as otherwise provided under AS 28.01.010(b); or(4) decrease the limit outside an urban district.(c) A maximum speed limit may be effective at all times or at times indicated by the signs required by (a) of this section. Limits may be established for different times of day, different types of vehicles, varying weather conditions, and other factors bearing on safe speeds. The limits are effective when posted upon fixed or variable signs.(d) Tire Department of Transportation and Public Facilities or a municipality, in their respective jurisdictions, may regulate the timing of traffic signals to permit the movement of traffic in an orderly and safe manner at speeds slightly at variance from the speeds otherwise applicable within the district or at intersections wiie:'. they erect signs giving notice of the variance. (In effect before 7/28/59; am 12/1 c 61, Rea. 3; am S/10/66, Reg. 22; am 12/31/69. Reg. 31; am 6/28/79, Rug. 70)Authority: AS 28.05.011

13 AAC 02.285. WHEN LOCAL AUTHORITY MAY ALTER MAXLMUM LIMIT. Repealed 6/28/79.13 AAC 02.290. SPEED LLMIT CONFLICTS. Repealed 6/28/79.13 AAC 02.295. MINIMUM SPEED REGULATION, (a) No person may drive a motor vehicle so slowly as to impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, except when leduced speed is necessary for safe operation or in compliance with statutes, regulations, or ordinances.(b) When the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, or a municipality, in their respective jurisdictions, determines under sec. 280 of this chapter that slow speeds on a highway or part of a highway unreasonably impede the normal movement of traffic, the respective authority may determine a minimum speed limit not in excess of 55 miles per hour for that highway or part of a highway below which no person may drive a vehicle, except when necessary as prescribed in (a) of this section. The limit is effective when posted on fixed or variable signs. (In effect before 7/28/59, am 12/15/61, Reg. 3; am 8/10/66, Reg. 22; am 12/31/69, Reg. 31; am 6/28/79, Reg. 70)Authority: AS 28.05.0111-3 AAC 02.300. SPEED LIMIT ON LIMITED OR CONTROLLED-ACCESS FACILITY. Repealed 6/28/79.13 AAC 02.305. “ STOP”  SIGN ATINTERSECTION WITH INCREASED SPEED HIGHWAY. Repealed 6/28/79.13 AAC 02.310. MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT WHEN PASSING SCHOOL OR PLAYGROUND CROSSWALK. Repealed 6/28/79.13 AAC 02.315. MAXLMLM SPEED, WEIGHT OR SIZE -  BRIDGE, ELEVATEDSTRUCTURE, TUNNEL AND UNDERPASS. Repealed 6/28/79.13 AAC 02.320. SPECIAL SPEEDLIMITATION ON MOTOR SCOOTER. Repealed 6/28/79.
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e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s p e e d  z o n e s
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Te c h n i c a l  Ser vices

S EC T IO N T -L A T fiC  f iJ id
H i g h w a y  Safet y

C H A P T E R  T I T L E
S p e e d  Zones

- J

PURPOSE

To guide p e r s o n n e l  i n  th e u n i f o r m  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s p e e d  zones.

POLICY

It s ha ll b e  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  h a v e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  u n i f o r m  c ri te ria  

statewide f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s p e e d  zo n e s .  I nd i v i d u a l s  re sp on si ble  for 

a d m i n ist er in g t hi s  p r o g r a m  w i l l  be r e q u i r e d  t o  a p p l y  t he se  c r i t e r i a  acco rd ing  to 

a cc epted e n g i n e e r i n g  p r a c t i c e s .

D I S T R I B U .ION

All h o l d e r s  o f  the " D e s i g n  a n d  C o n s t r uc ti on"  a n d  "M ai nt e n a n c e  a n d  Operations" Pol ic y 

and Pr oce d u r e s  m a n u a l ,  a n d  R e g i o n a l  T r a f f i c  a n d  S a f e t y  Engineers.

PROCEDURE

ES TA B L I S H M E N T  O F  S P E E D  Z O N E S

1. L egal A u t h o r i t y

Section 19 . 1 0 . 0 7 0  of  t h e  A l a s k a  St atu te s s t a t e s  t h a t  "T h e  Department (of

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  F ac ili t i e s ) . . .  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  s af e  s peed limits o n  

highways u n d e r  its j u r i s d i c t i o n . "  A u t h o r i t y  t o  act  for the D e p a r t m e n t  is v e s t e d  in 

the C o m m i s s i o n e r  or h i s  d e s i g n a t e d  repre se nta ti ve . F o r  the p u r p o s e  o f  e s t ab li sh ing  

speed linuts on State h i g h w a y s  o r  S t a t e - m a i n t a i n e d  roads, t h e  Regional Dep ut y

Commi ssi on er s h a v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  in t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  Regio ns  and, pr ov i d e d  that the 

re qu irements s e t  forth h e r e i n  are met, m a y  a s s i g n  a uthority to the appropr ia te

Regional o f f i c i a l s  to e s t a b l i s h  s p e e d  zones. C u r r e n t  p rac t i c e  is for the Regional

Di re c t o r  o f  D e s i g n  and C o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  the  R e g i o n a l  Highway E n g i n e e r i n g  C h i e f  to 

au thorise e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s p e e d  zones w i t h  th e c o n c u r r e n c e  of t h e  Re gio na l D ir ec tor  

of Ma i n t e n a n c e  and Op e r a t i o n s ,  w h o s e  d i v i s i o n  i n s t a l l s  a n d  m a i n t a i n s  any r eq uired 
regul ato ry  signing.

Speed l im i t s  o th e r  than a s  s e t  fo r th  h e r e in  must have th e  s p e c i f i c  approval o f  the  
R egional Deputy Com m issioner.

2. E n gineering  and T r a f f ic  I n v e s t ig a t io n

a. Speed zon in g  shou ld  be r e ser v ed  fo r  th o ro u g h fa res  w ith  a p p rec ia b le  volum es o f  
t r a f f i c  w here such zoning can be shown to  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  o rd er ly  movement o f  t r a f f i c  
by in c r e a s in g  d r iv e r  aw areness o f  a rea so n a b le  sp e ed .

R e s tr ic te d  sp eed  zon es s h a l l  n o t be used where p h y s ic a l  c o n d it io n s  such as w id th , 
cu rva tu re , grade and su r fa c e  c o n d it io n s  or any o th e r  p h y s ic a l  c o n d it io n  r e a d ily  
apparent to  th e  d r iv e r  a r e  th e on ly  rea so n s fo r  a reduced sp eed . P h y s ic a l c o n d it io n s

Z5 A -00-1(6/77)
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S U O J E C T
E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  S P E E D  ZONES

Sup«n»d»i P&P No.

eT ^ C T v n n r r

□ nm
d i v i s i o n  3Ltiu3sx'(3i and 
T e c h n i c a l  S er vi ce s

■T r a f f i c- a n d
S E C T IO N '

H i g h w a y  S a f e t y
C H A P T E R  T I T L E

S p e e d  Zones

w h i c h  r e q u i r e  r e d u c e d  sp e e d s  are b e s t  h a n d l e d  w i t h  a s ta n d a r d  w a r n i n g  sign

a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a n  a d v i s o r y  s p e e d  p l a t e  (W13-1 in the A l a s k a  Traffic M a n u a l ) .

S h o r t  s p a e d  zones, i n c l u d i n g  s h o r t  t r a n s i t i o n a l  zones,, s h o u l d  b e  a v o i d e d  as th e y  are 

i n e f f e c t i v e  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  to enforce. T h e  m i n i m u m  len gth  of p o s t e d  sp ee d limit 

s h o u l d  h e  su c h  t h a t  the  m o t o r i s t  is in the zon e  a  m i n i m u m  o f  25 secon ds at  the p o s t e d

speed. (Exceptions S c h o o l  Z o n e  S p e e d  Limits.) S a ^ — ArAC

T h e  b a s i c  i n t e n t  o f  s p ee d z o n i n g  is to  i n f l ue nc e as m a n y  drive rs  as p o s s i b l e  to 

o p e r a t e  a t  o r  n e a r  the s a m e  s p e e d — thus r e d u c i n g  conf li ct s c r e a t e d  b y  w ide 

d i f f e r e n t i a l s  in o p e r a t i n g  speeds. L o w - v o l u m e  streets, therefore, o f f e r  little

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e n c o u r a g i n g  c l o s e l y  g r o u p e d  speeds due  to the a b s e n c e  o f  traffi c 

p l a t o o n s  u n d e r  n o r m a l  c onditions.

b. S p e e d  surveys, c o n s i s t i n g  o f  m u l t i p l e  sp o t  s p e e d  ch ec ks s h a l l  b e  m a d e  in 

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  p r o c e d u r e s  s e t  f ort h in the  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  T r a f f i c  Eng in eer in g 

Han db oo k.

A  s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r  of spot s p e e d  ch ec ks sho uld  b e  ma d e  so tha t a re pr es e n t a t i v e  

s p e e d  p r o f i l e  c a n  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  fo r the s u b j e c t  section o f  road. If p r a c tic ab le , a 

m i n i m u m  o f  t h ree  c h e c k s  sho ul d b e  m a d e  fo r a n y  p r o p o s e d  zon e (one at e a c h  e n d  and one 

in the c e n t e r  o f  t he zone) a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  che ck s sho u l d  be taxen at intervals, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the v i c i n i t y  o f  r o a d  el em e n t s  w h i c h  af fe c t  v e h i c u l a r  sp eed s (presence 

o r  a b s e n c e  o f  p a r k e d  vehicles, p e d e s t r i a n s ,  m u l t i p l e  t u r n  locations, etc.).

E a c h  s po t  s p e e d  c h e c k  sh ou ld c o n s i s t  o f  r e c o r d i n g  the speed of  a m i n i m u m  of 100 

v e h i c l e s  (totaled b o t h  di re ct i o n s ) .  However, w h e r e  m o r e  than two h o u r s  are r eq uired 

t o  o b t a i n  the spe e d s  o f  a m i n i m u m  o f  100 vehi cl es , a u t oma ti c s p e e d  re cording 

e q u i p m e n t  m a y  b e  used. O nly t h o s e  v e h i c l e s  w h i c h  are free flowing, w h o s e  speed is 

n o t  a p p r e c i a b l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  o t h e r  m o v i n g  traffic, s h a l l  b e  recorded. C h e c k s  shou ld  

b e  m a d e  o n l y  d u r i n g  d a y l i g h t  hours, w i t h  c l e a r  w e a t h e r  and dry p a v e m e n t  along t a ng ent  

r o a d w a y  sections, i n a s m u c h  as the .limit to b e  p o s t e d  represents the h i g h e s t  safe 

s p e e d  for that p o r t i o n  o f  r o a d w a y  u n d e r  t he  b e s t  conditions. D ur i n g  d a r k n e s s  or p o o r  

r o a d  an d / o r  a t m o s p h e r i c  condit ion s,  the m o t o r i s t  is go ve r n e d  by  the b a s i c  speed law 

w h i c h  req ui re s tha'u h e  always d r i v e  at a safe and  p r u d e n t  speed r e g a r d l e s s  of h i g h e r  
p o s t e d  limits.

Whs:, s peed che c k s  are t a k e n  n e a r  a traf f i c  signal, o n l y  those v e h i c l e s  w hich move 

t h r o u g h  the i n t e r s e c t i o n  on a g r e e n  l ight w i t h o u t  slowing o r  s t o p p i n g  shall be 

re:., vi; 5. Spot s p e e d  checks s h a l l  not be t a k e n  any c l o s e r  than 300 feet from a stop 

sign racing t r af f i c  b e i n g  studied.

c .  W h e r e  r e s t r i c t e d  speed l i m i t s  are needed, they s hall be e s t a b l i s h e d  at or near 

the S5th p e r c e n t i l e  speed, w h i c h  is d e f i n e d  as that speed at or b e l o w  which e5 

c e m e n t  of the traffic is trav e l in g .  R e g a rd l e s s  of the po st e d  limit, and to a 

c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  the level of e n f or c e m e n t ,  the 8 5th p e r c e n t i l e  speed remains the same 

for a g i v e n  s e c t i o n  of road. T h e  e f fe c t s  of p o s t i n g  a zone lower than the 85th 

p e r c e n t i l e  is to i n c r e a s e  the p e r c e n t a g e  o f  d r i ve r s  e x c e e d i n g  the p o s t e d  limit and to

l i t  -C34(C/77)
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d ecre as e the p e r c e n t a g e  o f  m o t o r i s t s  w i t h i n  the pace, w h i c h  is a n  u n d e s ir ab le effect. 

The pace  s pee d is d e f i n e d  as t h a t  1 0 - m i l e - p e r - h o u r  i n c r e m e n t  o f  spe'td c on ta i n i n g  the 

large st n u m b e r  o f  v e h i c l e s .  T h e  s a f e s t  r o a d  c o n d i t i o n s  o c c u r  w h e n  all v eh icl es  on 

the road are m o v i n g  at  the  same  speed. T h i s  i d e a l  is imp ra c t i c a l .  However, it  is 

k n o w n  that w h e n  the p a c e  c o n t a i n s  70 p e r c e n t  o r  m o r e  o f  th e v e h i c l e s ,  acci de nts  are 

minimized. It h a s  a l s o  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  w h e n  r o a d w a y s  a r e  p o s t e d  at the 85t h 

perc en til e speed, t h e  p a c e  u s u a l l y  c o n t a i n s  70 p e r c e n t  o r  m o r e  o f  the  ve h i c u l a r  

traffic. ..... - . v  _ . . .

The b a s i c  s p e e d  la w st at e s  t h a t  no p e r s o n  shall d r i v e  at a s p e e d  gr e a t e r  than is 

reasonable o r  p r u d e n t .  The  m a j o r i t y  o f  d r iv er s c o m p l y  w i t h  t h i s  law, an d di sregard 

r egulations w h i c h  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  u n rea so na bl e. I t  is o n l y  a s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  of 

drivers w h o  are i n c l i n e d  t o  b e  reckless, u n r e l ia ble , o r  w h o  h a v e  fa ul t y  judg eme nt  and 

must be c o n t r o l l e d  b y  en fo rc e m e n t .  S p e e d  limits set a t  or  n e a r  the  85th per ce n t i l e  

speed prov ide  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  w i t h  a m e a n s  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  the drivers who 

will  not c o n f o r m  to  w h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  co n s i d e r s  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  pr udent.

Speed limits e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  t his b a s i s  c o n f o r m  to t he  c o n s e n s u s  o f  those wh o drive 

the highway as to w h a t  s p ee d is r e a s o n a b l e  and safe, a n d  are n o t  d ep endent on the 

judgement o f  o n e  o r  a  f e w  individuals.

To actually d e t e r m i n e  the p o s t e d  limit, a s pe ed p r o f i l e  s h al l b e  pl o t t e d  usi ng  the 

35th percentile s p e e d s  f r o m  the s po t  s p ee d checks. Th e p l o t  s h a l l  o e  in graph ic  form 

wi t h  speed b ei ng  p l o t t e d  a l o n g  the v e r t i c a l  ax i s  a n d  d i s t a n c e  a lon g the roadway 

plotted against the h o r i z o n t a l  axis.

The 5- mile-per-hour i n c r e m e n t s  th a t  m o s t  nea rl y a p p r o x i m a t e  the  s pe ed p r o f i l e  - shall 

be used as the p o s t e d  speed, k e e p i n g  i n  m i n d  that n o  sp ee d z o n e  sho u l d  b e  less than

25 seconds long w h e n  t r a v e r s e d  b y  a m o t o r i s t  at the p o s t e d  limit. In a lo ng. su rv ey

area where m u l t i p l e  z o n i n g  is to b e  used, it is no t n e c e s s a r y  to drop  b y  

5-mile-per-hour in cr ements. In fact, 1 0 -  o r  1 5 - m i l e - p e r - h o u r  c h a n g e s  w i t h  rela ti ve ly 

lor.g zones are p r e f e r a b l e  to m u l t i p l e  sh ort  zo nes  w i t h  5 - m i l e - p e r - h o u r  increments.

1S safer and n or e  e f f i c i e n t  to p o s t  above the 8 5 t h  p e r c e n t i l e  s pe ed  rather than
bo ic w it. The avera ge  d r i v e r  s h o u l d  n o t  feel safe d r i v i n g  o v e r  the p o s t e d  limit.

Although3i?n a pro p e r l y  p o s t e d  s pe ed  zone w i l l  b e n e f i t  t r a f f i c  o p e r a t i o n s  b y  increasing

percentage of  v e h i c l e s  in the pace, full rea liz at io n of the a d va nt age s can only

. by p r o p e r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  the p o s t e d  max imum. T h e r e f o r e ,  it is essential

\ a  f  ~ restr^cte ^ speed zone ha v e  the supp or t and c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  the appropriate 
I er'' ? r -0'Tenr agency.

= -ruction Speed Zones

• sF eed zones (black-on-white signs) s p e c i f i c a l l y  for co ns truction areas 

-v avoided w h e n e v e r  possible. Every effort shall b e  mad e to contro l traffic by 

••--'ar.s such as signs, lights and d e l i n e a t i o n  b e f o r e  u t i l i z i n g  reduc ed regulatory

ISA
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c i  v i s i o nIt V I S I O N  S L a i l l l a Z d b  a u i l
T e c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s

S E C T IO N;CTioNTr a f £ i c  and 
H i g h w a y  Saf et y

C H A P T E R  T ' T L E T ^
Speed Zones

s p e e d  zoning. T h e  u s e  of  th e b l a c k - o n - o r a n g e  (CW13-1) a d v i s o r y  speed plate wit h  

a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a n d a r d  w a r n i n g  s ign s (curve, d e t o u r  ahead, bump, etc.) is usually mo r e  

e f f e c t i v e  t h a n  a  r e d u c e d  r e g u l a t o r y  s p ee d zone. T o  p r e s e r v e  the effectiveness o f  the 

ad v i s o r y  s p e e d  p l a t e ,  it shall b e  m o u n t e d  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  th e w a rn in g sign w h i c h  

r e q u i r e s  r e d u c e d  s p e e d  a h e a d  a n d  shall b e  as h i g h  a s p e e d  a s  is reasonable a nd  

pr ac t i c a l .

However, w h e n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t  a c t i v i t i e s  cr ea t e  a s uf fic i e n t l y  h a z a r d o u s  

c on di ti on , an d s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  d e m a n d  an im m e d i a t e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of and reduction in 

speed, the R e g i o n a l  H i g h w a y  E n g i n e e r i n g  C h i e f  is a u t h o r i z e d  t o  determine and p o s t  

r e g u l a t o r y  s p e e d  l im i t s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e p a r t i c u l a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  zone. These 

r e g u l a t o r y  s p e e d  li m i t s  are  t e m p o r a r y  in na t u r e  a n d  s ha ll  be p r o m p t l y  removed w h e n  

the w a r r a n t i n g  h a z a r d  h a s  b e e n  eliminated.

If s p e ci al c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h i n  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t  d i c t a t e  that regulatory s p eed  

limi ts  are r e q u i r e d  fo r an e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d  o f  time-, t h e n  a formal engineering and  

tr a f f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s ha ll  b e  c o n d u c t e d  w h i c h  e nc o m p a s s e s  the same b a s i c  inform at io n 

p r e v i o u s l y  i n d i c a t e d  for suc h a n  i nv estigation.

S P E E D  L I M I T  SIGNS

1. L eg al R e q u i r e m e n t s

13 A A C  02 . 2 8 0  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  s p e e d  limits o t h e r  th e m  the b l a n k e t  statewide ma xi mu ms 

shall not be e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  an d unless s igns are p l a c e d  i n f o r m i n g  the motorist of 

the sp ecific zone.

2. S p e e d  L i m i t  Signs

S p e e d  limit s igns (R2-1) s h al l b e  p l a c e d  at th e b e g i n n i n g  o f  ea c h  zone and at s uch 

o t h e r  l oc ations w i t h i n  th e zone  as n e c e s s a r y  to advise the m o t o r i s t  of the p o s t e d  

limit. O n  long z o n e s  o f  o v e r  on e m ile in length, i n t e r m e d i a t e  signs sho uld  be  p l a c e d  

so that the m o t o r i s t  r e c e i v e s  an i nd ica ti on  o f  the p o s t e d  l i m i t  at least once e v er y 

two m in ute s w h e n  t r a v e l i n g  at the po st e d  limit. O n  o n e - w a y  r oad w a y s  in excess o f  20 

feet in width, s p e e d  limit signs sh ou ld  be  i n s t a l l e d  o n  the left as w el l  as the r igh t 

of traffic.

3. End of Zone

At the end of a p o s t e d  sp e e d  zone, a s p e e d  zone sign (R2-1) indicating the 

ap p r o p r i at e  s t a t e w i d e  b l a n k e t  speed shall be e r e c t e d  for m o t o r i s t s  leaving the po st e d

...iZNTATioN

A f t e r  d e t e r m i n i n g  a n d d o c u m e n t i n g  the reasons for an a p p r o p r i a t e  numerical limit for 

a p r o p o s e d  s p e e d  zone, the r esponsible Regio n a l  D e s i g n  a n d  C o n s t r u c ti o n  (D&C) 

Di v i s i o n  re p r e s e n t a t i v e  shall issue an "Order E s t a b l i s h i n g  a S p e e d  Limit on a State

25A-{,C4|6/77|



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

d e p a r t m e n t  of transportation  and  public facilities P O L I C Y  A N D  P R O C E D U R E S 70-7003 "  5 OF 6
E H , c n v ,  O a \ ,May 15, 1984

^ e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s p e e d  z o n e s  ..................................

S u p * f > e d » l  P C i P  N o , 

— j ____________>

- ---------- “ ■’ S E C T I O r r - ^ - ^ ' -  --------- - C H A P T E R  T I T L E
T e c h n i c a l  S e r v i c e s  H i g h w a y  S a f e t y  S p e e d  Z o n e s

H i g h w a y "  (Speed Order) u s i n g  th e fo rma t s h ow n in Figu re  1, w h i c h  shows in i t al ic s an 

example of the p a r t i c u l a r s  to b e  filled in.

The DS C re pr ese nt at iv e s h al l f o r w a r d  the signed o r d e r  t o  the M a i n t en an ce  an d 

Op erations d es i g n e e  who, u p o n  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  co ncu r r e n c e ,  s hal l forward to the 

Standards a n d  T e c h n i c a l  S erv i c e s  D i v i s i o n  a n d  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  e n f o r c e m e n t  

a ge nc v/ agencies copi es  i n d i c a t i n g  th e actual or e x p e c t e d  d a t e  t he s p e e d  limit w i l l  be 

costed, and s ha ll  r e t u r n  t he o r i g i n a l  to  the D S C  de signee.

If the responsible p a r t i e s  d o  not agree, o r  in their o p i n i o n  a l imit o ther t han that  

:n d i c a t e d  by the speed p r o f i l e  is necessary, all p e r t i n e n t  d a t a  a n d  recom men da ti on s 

shall be fo rwarded to the Re gi o n a l  D epu t y  Com mis si on er  for  reso lu ti on .
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S U B J E C T
E S T A B L I S H M E N T  O F  S P E E D  ZONES
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1 .. /I r.

m s m
D I V I S I O N  --- - —  —  S E C T I O N --- *--- > C H A P T E R  T I T L E
T e c h n i c a l  Se rv i c e s  H i g h w a y  Safety S p e e d  Zones - —

STATE OF ALASKA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

IN REFERENCE TO:

S U it Route CDS 396000 ORDER

E stablishing a Speed Umit 
on a S ta tt Highway

S e tu r e m  M en d en h a ll L o o p  R o td  (C D S 3 0 .S 8 )  *

a n d  A u k t  Lake S ettle  Turnout (COS 38.54)

WHEREAS Section  19.10.070 o f the Alaska S ta tu tes p ro v id es that the  
Departm ent of Transportation and Public Facilities shall e stab lish  sa fe  speed limits 
on the State Highways: and

WHEREAS the Department o f  Transportation and Public Facilities has 
cond ucted  an engineering and tra ffic  Investigation; and

WHEREAS said Investigation  Indicates that the herelnbelcw  ordered  speed Is 
th e  maxlnim reasonable and safe  speed on the hereinbelow  d escrib ed  Slate  
Highway or State-m aintained road;

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:
V t h l e l n  In v e r tin g  d ie  G lacier K ighw ay  b e tw een  th e  ju n c tio n  w ith  M en d en h a ll L o o p  R o o d  (C D S 3 0  S 3 )  
a n d  th e  A u k e  L a ke  S c en ic  T u rn o u t (C D S  3 8 .5 4 )  th o ll n o t  e xceed  a m a x im u m  ip e e d  a [  f i f t y  (SO) m ilte  
p e r  h o u r.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the appropriate s ig n s be erec ted  along said 
roadway to advise the motorist o f the speed limits set forth h ere in .

T his order su p ercedes any previously conflicting o r d e r (s ) Issued for that 
portion o f the roadway where the con fllc . e x is t s .

" o T te  ' (A p p ro p r ia te  T itle . D en g n  a n d  C o m tr u c t io n  D iv iiio n )

(h p p 'o p r ia te  T itle . M a iu te n i'ic e  n o' O p e rc t one  I j u u io n i

S ir m d  cories to D irector. Standards t.'C hnirj! Serslr*-. D iv ision , and 

"cnforc-neii: Ini isnU tion /  je fic y  A -'ua l oi ?xpe..t->.‘ f .is 'in .j D at-

FIGURE I

2SA-GV.!6/77)



FUNDAMENTALS OF REALISTIC SPEED ZONING
Most citizens can be relied upon to behave in a reasonable manner as they go about their daily activities. 
Many ol our laws reflect observations of the way reasonable people behave under most circumstances. 
Traffic regulations are also based upon observations of the behavior of groups of motorists under various 
conditions. Generally speaking, traffic laws that reflect the behavior of the majority of motorists are found 
to be successful. Laws that arbitrarily icstrict the majority of drivers encourage wholesale violations, lack 
public support and usually fail to briny about desirable changes in driving behavior. This is especially true 
of speed zoning.

Speed zoning is based upon several fundamental concepts deeply rooted in our American system of 
government and law:

O Oriving behavior is an extension of social attitude, and the majority of drivers respond in a safe and 
reasonable manner as demonstrated by their consistently favorable driving records.

0 The normally careful and competent actions of a reasonable person should be considered legal.

• Laws are established for the protection of the public and the regulation of unreasonable behavior of 
the individual.

O Laws cannot be effectively enforced without the consent and voluntary compliance of the public 
majority.

Public acceptance of these precepts is normally instinctive. However, the same public, when emotionally 
aroused in a specific instance, will invariably reject these fundamentals and rely instead on more comfort­
able and widely held misconceptions, such as:

® Speed limit signs will slow the speed of traffic.

O Speed limit signs will decrease the accident rate and increase safety.

• Raising a posted speed limit will cause an increase in the speed of traffic.

0 Any posted speed limit must be safer than an unposted speed limit, regardless of traffic and roadway 
j • conditions prevailing.



1 2 0 5  E S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

R.  J .  K n a p p ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  
P o u c h  Z
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  C o m m i s s i o n e r  K n a p p :

O v e r  f o r t y  C h u g a c h  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  p a r e n t s  u n a n i m o u s l y  
a g r e e d  a t  l a s t  W e d n e s d a y ' s  P a r e n t  A s s e m b l y  t h a t  s p e e d s  
a l o n g  C S t r e e t  s h o u l d  n o t  e x c e e d  3 0  MPH b e t w e e n  9 t h  
A v e n u e  a n d  B e n s o n  B o u l e v a r d .

T h i s  s u m m e r ,  S t a t e  e n g i n e e r s  w a n t e d  t o  s i g n  t h e  n e w  
A - C  c o u p l e t  a t  4 5  MPH. I n  f a c t  i t  i s  s i g n e d  a t  3 5  MPH 
a s  i t  o p e n s  t h i s  w e e k .  T h i s  i s  a  m u c h  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
s p e e d  f o r  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  c o n t a i n i n g  a  n u m b e r  o f  
s c h o o l s .  O u r  c h i l d r e n  u s e  t h e s e  s t r e e t s  t o  w a l k  t o  a n d  
f r o m  s c h o o l ,  t h e y  t a k e  w a l k i n g  f i e l d  t r i p s  t o  p a r k s  a n d  
b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d  t h e y  o f t e n  u s e  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  b u s  s y s t e m .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R i c k  U e h l i n g  h a s  l a b e l e d  t h i s  c o n c e p t  
" n e i g h b o r h o o d  s p e e d  z o n e s "  i n  a  r e c e n t  e d i t o r i a l .
We n e e d  t o  p r o t e c t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  a s  t h e y  
u s e  t h e  m a j o r  a r t e r i a l s  t h a t  p a s s  t h r o u g h  o u r  a r e a .

We w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  a n y  h e l p  y o u  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  g i v e  
u s  i n  a c h i e v i n g  t h i s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

O c tob er 14, 1985

C h u g a c h  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  P a r e n t  A s s e m b l y



Municipality
of

Anchorage

N o v e m b e r  1, 1985

C o m m i s s i o n e r  R i c h a r d  K n a p p

D e p a r t m e n t  of  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  & P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  

Juneau, A K

D e a r  C o m m i s s i o n e r  Knapp:

As you m a y  k n o w  1 w a s  u n t i l  O c t o b e r  30, 1985 the A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  A ss e m b l y  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to the A M A T S  P o l i c y  Co mm i t t e e .  D a n a  Broc kw ay,  A s s e m b l y  Me mb e r  

fr o m  S o u t h  Anch or ag e, has r e c e n t l y  t a k e n  m y  place.

At the m e e t i n g  t h i s  w eek, C h e r y l  R i c h a r d s o n  spoke a b o u t  the  t r aff ic  c o n­

d i t i o n s  o n  L St re et  and the M i n n e s o t a  Bypass. B y  this time, y o u r  o f f i c e  is 

q u i t e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  fr o m  a n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  C he r y l  

Ric ha rd son , r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e S o u t h  A d d i t i o n  C o m m u n i t y  Council. Pl ea se  

u n d e r s t a n d  th a t  I r e p r e s e n t  the a re a  o f  t o w n  a d d r e s s e d  b y  Ms. Ri ch ar d s o n ' s  

co nc e r n s  a nd  a m  in full a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h o s e  concerns.

However, the r es on  b e h i n d  t h i s  l ett e r  is t h a t  i m m e d i a t e l y  u p o n  l ea vi ng  the 

A M A T S  m e e t i n g  on Wedne sd ay , I w e n t  to  a m e e t i n g  of  t he p a r e n t s  ad vi s o r y  

c o unc il  a t  Rom ig  Jr. H i g h  School. R o m i g  is l o c a t e d  at 2600 M i n n e s o t a  Drive, 

at th e t o p  o f  R o mig  hill. O n e  of the p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n s  e x p r e s s e d  at that  

m e e t i n g  w a s  the p o s t e d  s p e e d  lim it s in fr on t o f  the school. There w a s  a v e r y  

r e a l  c o n c e r n  that the s p e e d  l i m i t  w a s  to o h i g h  at 40 m i l e s  p e r  hour. Imagine 

the d i s m a y  of  b o t h  s ta ff  a n d  p a r e n t s  when, f o l l o w i n g  s e ve ra l c o m p l a i n t s  to 

l o w e r  the  s peed limit, it w a s  i n c r e a s e d  to 45 m i l e s  p e r  hour.

C o m m i ssi on er , o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  is v e r y  t h a n k f u l  t hat w e  f i n a l l y  ha v e  f l a s h i n g  

y e l l o w  lig ht s on L  St re e t  in the  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  In let  V i e w  School. B u t  

what, p r a y  tell, is the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  an 11 y e a r  o l d  6th g r a d e r  c r o s s i n g  

at 13th & L  a n d  a 12 ye a r  o l d  7th g r a d e r  c r o s s i n g  at 26th a n d  M i n n e s o t a ?  

S h o u l d  w e  a ss u m e  that on c e  c h i l d r e n  go  i n t o  Jr. High  S ch o o l  a n d  H igh Sc ho o l  

t h a t  they  s u d d e n l y  o b t a i n  a m e a s u r e  o f  g o o d  j u d g e m e n t  w h i c h  they d i d  not 

p r e v i o u s l y  p o s s e s s ?  As the  M o t h e r  of a 7th a n d  8th grader, I can a t t e s t  th a t  

the o p p o s i t e  is o f t e n  t im es  to o true.

Ple as e e x p l a i n  to me, a n d  to the  p a r e n t s  a n d  s t aff  at R o m i g  Jr. H i g h  School, 

w h a t e v e r  p o s s e s s e d  the Dept, o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a nd P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  to 

in cr ea se  the s p e e d  l im it in f ro nt o f  R o m i g  Jr. Hi g h  School. In cas e y o u  are 

unaware, t h e r e  are o v e r  2500 s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  Romig and the n e i g h b o r i n g  

We s t  H ig h  School. In a d d i t i o n  to the s e v e r a l  d o z e n  school- b u s e s  t h a t  come 

twice a day, th er e are n u m e r o u s  a f t e r  sc ho o l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  s e ve ra l e d u c a t i o n  

classes. All this ad d s  to o n e  o f  the m a j o r  t r a f f i c  p o i n t s  in ai l of 

A nchorage. T h e r e  is a d e s p e r a t e  ne e d  to lower, not r ais e the s pe ed limit. 

Please r e t h i n k  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  an d k e e p  the s pe ed  at 35 m i l e s  an h o u r  u n t i l  the 
t r a f f i c  g e t s  sou th  o f  B e n s o n  Blvd.

A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A SK A  9 9 5 0 2 -0 6 5 0  
(907) 264-4311

P O U C H  6-650



Page 2, Dept, of Transp. & Pu bl i c  Fac ili ti es , N o v e m b e r  1, 1985 

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y ou r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  this matter.

Vi n/3

A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y  

HF: jn

cc: G e o r g e  Jensen

Dept, o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  Pub li c F a c i l i t i e s  

An c h o r a g e

G o v e r n o r  Bill S h e f f i e l d  

As s e m b l y m a n  D a n a  B ro ck w a y  

An c h o r a g e  M a y o r  Tony K n owl es  

Cher yl  R i c h a r d s o n

A n c h o r a g e  S out h A d d i t i o n  C o m m u n i t y  Co u n c i l  

F r a n k  T e c c a

A n c h o r a g e  P ub l i c  Works 

Chi p  D e n n e r l e i n

Of f i c e  of I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  A f f a i r s

C h i e f  B y r o n  Po rt er 

A n c ' j r a g e  Po li c e  De par t m e n t

Jo h n  Olsen

Dept, o f  Pu bl i c  F ac il it ie s

Ba r ba ra  G o l d b e r g

Don Cl oc k s i n

{ /  Rick U e h li ng

Se n a t o r  Vic  F i s h e r

Se n a t o r  Joe Jo s e p h s o n

Rita J. H o l tho us e

Pr i n ci pa l R o m i g  Jr. High School



SOUND OFF

g j f  . ’ ' • J .  .
W i h i s  editorial section offers an opportu- 
«•< nity for an individual or community coun- 
’i.V'cil to express their opinions on area-wide 
.•-issues that concern them, subject to con­
siderations of good taste, libel, and 
space available. Sound Off articles do 

necessarily reflect the feelings of 
the Federation Board or staff. '

Wv‘

V.M- 
‘v ► not J flK S I.■y, ■■ . ...

P e d e s t r i a n  S a f e t y
...............•< *_•

by Cheryl Richardson
South Addition Community Council

</-y • ■ —
%>̂ ;.:CThe ;South Addition Community Council has 

been actively pursuing the reduction of 
speed limits and advocating stricter en­
forcement of current speed limits in the 
downtown area, especially along L and I 

’ Streets.)
■    ........

■

1 v

.f-, r» *'

■/

We know people want to get home as fast as 
they can. Unfortunately, that means 50 
mph speeds along the arterials through our 
downtown neighborhoods. We don't know why 
the roads were designed for these high 
speeds, but we are suffering from the 
results. We know we have to Live with 
more cars traveling through; we cannot 
live with the high speeds.

Even using our cars to get across the 
arterials is dangerous with the many acci­
dents occurring at non-signalizcd inter- 

y^j&sections. ^.Pulling out of ̂ driveways ,on , 
sidestreets between A S C Streets is risky " 

‘ because drivers don't reduce speeds enough 
as they exit A or C. "Children crossing 

y,('10th at Denali are facing many more cars 
driving much faster than before..

We know the numbers of cars will increase; 
we object to the high si eeds and disregard 
for pedestrians, -i-'Drivers gain only a few 
seconds by speeding between 9th and ,Fire- 
weed, and the risk of accidents - for^both 
drivers and, pedestrians - is marty times 
greater.   ;

tS i

Our children are vulnerable as they walk 
to and from school, and as they walk on 
field trips. A State design engineer has 
said they (DOT) see no problem with a 
child using a sidewalk next to a 50 mph 
car "as long as the situation is safe".

..... ,  .
■ v

If the cars aren't slowed .jdpwn,'^.they' 11 
•drive people out <̂ of the „• low .^density 
residential areas near the arterials," * and 
it will kill our^'heighborhoods.*u,,Streets 
empty of pedestrians' lead to feelings of 
isolation and take away a neighborhood's 

?,'%'sense of community.' ""''"'Our 1 residential 
.v areas provide a market for downtown mer­

chants, and we provide needed relief from , 
a .commercial midtown sprawling from 9th 
Avenue to Tudor. .. :'

1 Please help us by supporting our requests 
for more uniform, rtHuced speeds to 
DOT/PF. You may also w*nc to ask DOT/PF 
just how fast they expect cars to travel 
along the new and redesigned roads they're 
building in your neighborhoods.
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F e b r u a r y  12, 1 9 8 6

Hr. J o n a t h a n  H. S c r i b n e r  
D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

P. 0. B o x  3 - 1 0 0 0  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 2

Re: S p e e d  L i m i t  M i t k o f  H i g h w a y

D e a r  Mr. S c r i b n e r :

i

u\l

( I
~* I ' t l * . .-L v. U v

D 2pt o f  T r a n s .  &  P F  
D e p .  C c .T .m ./ S .E .  P .e s io n

T h e r e  s t i l l  s e e m s  t o  be a g r e a t  d e a l  of c o n c e r n  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  

o v e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s p e e d  z o n e  i n c r e a s e  on S o u t h  M i t k o f  H i g h w a y .

In y o u r  l e t t e r  t o  m e  o f  J a n u a r y  30, 1986, y o u  m e n t i o n e d  s p e e d
s t u d i e s  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  o n  S o u t h  T o n g a s s  H i g h w a y  a n d  I h a v e  

i n t e r p r e t e d  t h a t  t o  m e a n  S o u t h  M i t k o f  H i g h w a y  f o r  we h a v e  no 

o b j e c t i o n  t o  y o u r  i n c r e a s i n g  s p e e d  o n  S o u t h  T o n g a s s  H i g h w a y .

He a p p r e c i a t e d  y o u r  s e n d i n g  us c o p i e s  of t h e  S t a t e w i d e  P o l i c y  on 
s e t t i n g  s p e e d  z o n e s  a n d  the s p e e d  s t u d i e s  y o u  h a v e  h a d  c o n d u c t e d  

o n  M i t k o f  H i g h w a y  a n d  we fee? it is c o m m e n d a b l e  t h a t  s u c h  a 

p o l i c y  e x i s t s .  T h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  " p o l i  c y " i f  it c o n f o r m s  t o  t h e  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a " p o l i c y " s h o u l d  be a g u i d e  t o  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  

m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  a n d  n o t  i n t e r p r e t e d  as a l e g a l  m a n d a t e .

As y o u  a r e  p r o b a b l y  a w a r e  t h e r e  a r e  n u m e r o u s  e n t r a n c e s  o n t o  

M i t k o f  H i g h w a y  f r o m  b u s i n e s s  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  3 M i l e  a r e a  o f  M i t k o f  
H i g h w a y .  T h e s e  b u s i n e s s e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  S t a t e  D O T  R e p a i r  F a c i l i t y  

w h i c h  h a s  h e a v y  s l o w  m o v i n g  e q u i p m e n t  g o i n g  i n  a n d  o u t  o n  a 

r e g u l a r  b a s i s ,  T o n g a s s  M a r i n e  w h i c h  h a s  v e h i c l e s  t o w i n g  l a r g e  
b o a t s  in a n d  o u t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  year, B i l l i k i n  a n d  L y n d e n  

T r a n s f e r  w i t h  l a r g e  s l o w  m o v i n g  v e h i c l e s  a n d  O l s e n  L o g g i n g  w h i c h  

h a s  l a r g e  s l o w  m o v i n g  t r u c k s  g o i n g  i n  a n d  o u t  r e g u l a r l y .  T h e  
s p e e d i n c r e a s e  w i l l  s u r e l y  h a v e  a n  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  a c c i d e n t  p r o b l e m  

w i t h  t h e  r e a r - e n d - t y p e  o f  c o l l i s i o n  y o u  s t a t e d  y o u  h o p e d  to 
r e d u c e  b y  a s p e e d  i n c r e a s e .

O u r  1 9 8 0 - 1 9 8 3  a c c i d e n t  d a t a  f o r  S o u t h  M i t k o f  H i g h w a y  s h o w s  n o  
l e s s  a c c i d e n t s  r e l a t e d  t o  r e a r - e n d -  t y p e  a c c i d e n t s  t h a n  the 
p e r i o d  o f  1 9 8 3 - 1 9 8 6  w h e n  t h e  s p e e d  w a s  d e c r e a s e d .



Y o u r  l e t t e r  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  p a s t  a c c i d e n t  h i s t o r y  i n  t h i s  p o r t i o n  

o f  t h e  h i g h w a y  b e i n g  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  r u n n i n g  i n t o  t h e  d i t c h ,  

o v e r t u r n i n g ,  h i t t i n g  p a r k e d  c a r s  a n d  r u n n i n g  i n t o  c u l v e r t s  a n d  

y o u  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e m  t o  t h e  n a r r o w  s h o u l d e r s .  O u r  l o c a l  l a w  

e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l  a t t r i b u t e  t h e s e  a c c i d e n t s  t o  e x c e s s i  ve  

s p e e d  a n d  d r i v i n g  w h i l e  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a l c o h o l  o r  d r u g s .

T h e r e  i s  a d e f i n i t e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  s p e e d  i n c r e a s e  w i l l  h a v e  a 

d e t r i m e n t a l  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  h i k e r s ,  bi k e r s ,  w a l k e r s  a n d  j o g g e r s  

e v e n  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  w i d t h  o f  t h e  s h o u l d e r s .

H e  r e s p e c t  y o u r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t r y i n g  t o  a c t  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  

s a f e t y  b a s e d  o n  t h e  b e s t  t e c h n i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  

y o u  a n d  w e  w o u l d  f u r t h e r  l i k e  t o  ' d  i n  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  

p r o c e s s  b y  h a v i n g  y o u  u t i l i z e  ti . . r a c t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u

r e c e i v e  f r o m  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  u s e  t h i s  r o a d  w h i c h  i n c l u d e :  

b u s i n e s s  c o n c e r n s ,  o u r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l ,  l o c a l  a n d  

t r a n s i t  m o t o r i s t s  a n d  p e d e s t r i a n s .

He a g a i n  s o l i c i t  y o u r  r e - e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  s p e e d  i n c r e a s e  w i t h  

g r e a t e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  w h a t  t h e  n o n - m o t o r i n g  p u b l i  

c o n s i d e r  as a s a f e  s p e e d ,  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s  at 3 m i l e  
t h e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l s  o b j e c t i o n  to a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  s p e e d 

t h e  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s  o b j e c t i o n  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e  in s p e e d, a n d  the 

h o m e  o w n e r s  o b j e c t i o n  to a n  i n c r e a s e  in s p e e d . S a f e t y  i n  the 
f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  c o m e s  d o w n  to p e o p l e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  i n  t h i s  c a s e  

p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  is t h a t  " T h e  p e o p l e  w o u l d  be b e s t  s e r v e d  b y  the 

c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o w e r  s p e e d  l i m i t . "



March 3, 1986

Mr. Ed Poffernan 
Manager, City of Petersburg 
P. 0. Box 329 
Petersburg, Alaska 99333

Dear Mr. Pefferman,

Before I released my decision on the speed limit issue, I spent a good deal of 
time pondering your February 12 letter. I finally decided it would be best to 
go ahead and send the February 14 decision I had prepared earlier and respond 
separately to your February 12 letter.

Of primary concern to me is the suggestion pervasive in your letter that the 
proposal was to increase speed on Mitkof Highway. Please let there be no 
misunderstanding —  the proposal was to raise the posted speed limit —  not to 
increase speed.

The data provided to you earlier show vehicle speed is relatively independent 
of the posted speed limit. Vehicle speed on Mitkof Highway has remained 
nearly the same when the posted speed limit was 50 mph and when 1t was reduced 
to 35 mph. This experience Is consistent with similar traffic studies 
nationwide.

Most people naturally travel at a speed they consider safe for the conditions 
they encounter on a road. As described 1n the policy I sent you earlier, this 
is the speed which is the basis for selecting the posted speed limit. Based 
only on the speed that people are driving, the speed limit along this portion 
of Mitkof Highway should be posted at 45 mph.

Since the posted speed limit has virtually no relationship to the speed most 
people drive, its value is limited primarily as an enforcement tool against 
those few people driving at an excessive, unsafe speed.

The speed limit should not be posted at less than a safe speed just to make it 
easier for an enforcement officer to issue larger, "more defendable" speeding 
tickets. Also, It would seem unfair to "threaten- prudent drivers with 
enforcement of an unrealistlcally low posted speed limit. Enforcement should 
be directed at people driving at an unsafe speed based on appropriate posted 
speed limit signs or adverse driving conditions, e.g., snow, ice, fog, etc.



\

f i r . Ed Pefferman - 2 - March 3, 1936

At your suggestion, I checked with experienced personnel from the judicial 
system. They Indicate to me most speeding tickets are paid without going to 
court, and of the relatively few which do go to court, they have no 
preconceived size "rule" on what they will consider or how they will 
adjudicate them. They further indicate, as have others in the enforcement 
community, the speed over the posted speed limit at which legally supportable 
tickets are written is discretionary with the enforcement officers. I'm told 
penalty points begin at 3 mph and fines are $2.00 per mph over the speed

Hy decision to post the speed limit at 40 mph represents a sincere effort to 
balance the narrow legal and policy guidelines with consideration for the many 
other concerns. I am disappointed that my requests for comments from the 
city, my discussions with Mayor Gustafson and you, and my personal review of 
the driving conditions with you apparently have been perceived otherwise.

If there is a sincere desire to reduce speed along this roadway below what the 
prudent motorist drives, the only way I am aware of which may be effective 1s 
to have a strong, continual enforcement program. Khen enforcement is relaxed, 
speeds will stabilize at whatever people feel comfortable driving, regardless 
of the posted speed limit. Even with strict enforcement, studies have shown 
speeds are not reduced over 5 mph.

I am willing to help your effort to reduce vehicle speed to the extent there 
is some reasonable relationship between the posted speed limit and the speed 
people are driving. A 40 mph posted speed limit 1s at the low end of what 1s 
now reasonably supported by the data.

D. D. Dieckmeyer, Director, Design and Construction, Southeast Region 
David L. Kaldron, Director, Maintenance and Operations, Southeast Region

limit

Sincerely

u
Jonathan W. Scribner

bcc: W L  J. Knapp, Commissioner

JWSrplj



IK* WE HAVEN’T MOVED. BUT
OUR MAILING ADDRESS IS NO’* BOX lid  STERLING.

WALT & ELSA PEDERSEN
(fJeo Pa si OH ue)

8 ta r » R o o t»  B o x  Q&2- •  S terlin g , A lask a  9 9 6 7 2
l i b

February 27, 1986

&

K i

Representative Rick Uehling 
Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Uehling:

Thank you very much for your letter of February 22nd and the 
enclosures regarding speed limits. I have read them and I agree 
that the DOT's methods leave much to be desired as far as common 
sense is involved.

I have tried for years to get the speed limit lowered through Sterling, 
but the best they would do is lower it to 45 —  which means that the 
big trucks are hitting around 50 through town.

Now we have a brand new Post Office right in the center of town at 
one of our main intersections, instead of 3 miles out of town at 
its former location. There are 1,180 post office boxes here, serving 
almost 3,000 people. It is located on a curve of the Sterling Highway 
and approximately 600 feet from the location of a fatal accident last 
year.

Representatives Marrou and Navarre have been helping us in this matter 
and have convinced the DOT to have their annual speed limit review for 
late July (tourist season) rather than in March as they did last year.

I did not have time to submit written testimony for the February 26th 
hearing on HB 552 as your letter took four days to get here (wonderful 
Postal Service), but will send a copy of this letter to the addresses 
you gave me.

We greatly appreciate your help in this matter even though we are 
not in your district.

: Representative Katie Hurley, Chair, House State Affairs Committee

Representative Bette Cato, Chair, House Transportation Committee 

Representative Andre Marrou 

Representative Mike Navarre

Sincerely,

Walt Pedersen

i
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TO: ALL MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ^
T c n

FROM: HEIDI ELY
726 M STREET *
ANCHORAGE, Al< 99501 PHONE: 276-1445

SUBJECT: HB 552 - SPEED LIMITS AND SPEED ZONES

I SUPPORT THE INTENTION OF THIS BILL BUT IT DOESN'T GO FAR ENOUGH 
IN LIMITING HIGH SPEEDS ALONG NEIGHBORHOOD ARTERIALS, ESPECIALLY 
L AND I STREETS NEAR SCHOOLS AND HOMES. DOT HAS NOT BEEN 
RESPONSIVE TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD SPEED CONCERNS.

* * * * * * * # * * * * * # # * * # * # * # * # # # * # * * * • * * * # # * # * * # * * # # * # # # # • * # # *
*  X
* DELIVER TO: JPOM #
*  i #
*  x
* ORIGINAL x
* SENT: 02/25/86 TIME: 16:46 *
* FROM: JEAN MILLER *
* SUBJECT: POM *
* PRINT DATE: 02/25/86 TIME: 16=50 „  x ~* 3 *
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x  

TO: REPRESENTATIVES^Jfe^AND UEHLING
® iQPc

FROM: CHERYL RICHARDSON , ~5
1747 LAURENCE COURT
ANCHORAGE, AK 99501 PHONE: 272-0738

SUBJECT: HB 552 - NEIGHBORHOOD SPEED ZONES

PLEASE PASS OUT HB 552, NEIGHBORHOOD SPEED ZONES. WE NEED RELIEF 
FROM HIGH SPEEDS ON STATE ARTERIALS IN FRONT OF OUR HOMES AND 
SCHOOLS.



8 0 1 .0 4 5 OREGON VEHICLE CODE

th a t more quickly accomplish the procedures 
established under such provisions.

(5) Any incorporated city may by ordinance 
require tha t the driver o f a vehicle involved in an 
accident file with a designated city departm ent a 
copy of any report required to be filed under ORS 
811.725. All such reports shall be for the confi­
dential use of the city departm ent but subject tc 
the  same requirem ents for release of such reports 
as provided for the reletre of such reports by the 
division under ORS 802.220 and 802.210. (1993 
c.338 58. 1985 c 16 *T. 1985 c rtl 52. 1955 c 459 S2«|

8 0 1 .0 4 5  P e rm is s iv e  u se  o f p r iv a te  
r o a d w a y . N othing in the provisions of the 
vehicle code described in th is section shall p re ­
vent the owner of real property used by the public 
for purposes of vehicular travel by permission of 
the owner and not as a m atter of right from 
prohibiting such use, or from requiring different 
or additional conditions lhan  those specified or 
from otherwise regulating sucn use as may seem 
best to such owner. T h is section applies to the 
provisions of the vehicle code relating to ab an ­
doned vehicles, vehicle equipm ent, regulation of 
vehicle size, weight and ioad. the m anner of 
operation of vehicles and use of roads by persons, 
anim als and vehicles. 119A3 c.338 S9|

8 0 1 .0 5 0  P r iv i le g e  o i m o to r is t  to  use  
h ig h w a y s .  Subject to  com pliance w ith  the 
m otor vehicle law of th is state, owners and oper­
ators of m otor vehicles are granted the privilege 
of using the highways of th is state. (1983 c.339 510.
1995 c.16 S8|

8 0 1 .0 6 5  W eig h t s ta n d a rd s ;  D e p a r t ­
m e n t o f T ra n s p o r ta t io n  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  
w e ig h t d e te r m in a t io n . (1) References in the 
vehicle code to weights and measures refer to 
United S tates S tandards thereof.

(2) For purposes of the vehicle code, the 
weights of vehicles, com binations of vehicles, 
parts of vehicles, wheels o r axles shall be deter- 
mined by the use of m ethods, procedures and 
devices established by th e  D epartm ent of Trans- 
portation by rule. The rules established in occord- 
ance w ith th is subsection may include any or all 
of the following:

(a) M ethods and procedures to determ ine 
weights when weighing devices or facilities ore 
not convenient.

(b) S tandards and certification procedures 
for weighing devices.

(c) Any other rules the  departm ent d e ter­
mines necessary or convenient for purposes of 
th is subsection. |19&3c.338 i l l :  19S5 c.132 si)

DEFINITIONS
8 0 1 .1 0 0  D e fin itio n a  g e n e ra l ly .  Except 

where the c o n te it requires otherwise, the defini­
tions given in the  vehicle code govern its con­
struction. 11983 c.138 5t2|

8 0 1 .1 0 5  “A d m in is t ra to r .” "Admi­
nistrator" means the A dm inistrator of the Motor 
Vehicles Division. |l98Jc 338 5131

8 0 1 .1 1 0  “ A lley .H "Alley" mean* a street or 
highway prim arily intended to provide access to 
the rear or side of lota or buildings in urban areas 
and not intended for through vehicular traffic 
|I983 C 3 3 S « 1 « |

8 0 1 .1 1 5  "A m b u lan ce ."  "Ambulance" 
means any privately or publicly owned motor 
vehicle tha t is regularly provided or offered to be 
provided for the emergency transportation  of 
persons suffering from illness, injury or disability 
11983 c 338 5151

8 0 1 .1 2 0  “A m b u la to ry  d is a b il i ty .” 
“A m bulatory d isab ility ’ m eans a disability  

because of which a person:
(1) Is so severely physically and permanently 

disabled as to be unable lo move from place tr  
place without the aid of a wheelchair;

(2) Is not able to cross curbs because ol 
paralysis or Io b s  of function of the person's le g s:

(3) Is missing one or both legs: or
(4) Has a perm anently impaired or unsteady 

gait tha t makes it impossible or impractical t< 
walk as a means of transportation, (i960 c.338 5161

8 0 1 .1 2 5  " A n tiq u e  v e h ic le .” "Antiqui 
vehicle" means a motor vehicle tha t is older thar 
one-half the number of years between the curreir 
year and 1900 and tha t is m aintained as a collec 
tor's item. 11983 c.338 SIT)

8 0 1 .1 3 0  “ A ssem bled  v e h ic le ."  “Asse 
mbled vehicle" means a vehicle:

(1) W ith a body th a t does not resemble an- 
particular year model or make of vehicle;

(2) T h a t is not a vehicle rebuilt by a m anufac­
tu re r

(3) T h a t is not a  vehicle built in a factory 
where the year model and make are assigned at 
the factory; and

(4) T h a t is not an antique vehicle, a vehicle of 
special interest, a reconstructed vehicle or a rep­
lica. 11983 c.338 s 18,1985 c.402 {3|

8 0 1 .1 3 5  “ A x le ."  "Axle" means any strui 
ture or structures, whether in one or more aei 
m en u , of any vehicle, supported by wheels and o 
which the wheels ro u te , so spaced longitudinal 
th a t the centers thereof are included between t«

12
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-.emcal parallel transverse planes 40 inches apart.
' - i i s i

8 0 1 .1 4 0  " B a la n c e  t r a i le r ."  "Balance
trailer" means even- trailer, o ther than  a self- 
supporting trailer, pole trailer or sem itrailer, 
designed so that its ue igh t and tha t of its load is 
substantially balanced upon its axle or axles and 
s<5 that it couples to the lowing sehicle with a 
device o ther than a fifth wheel hitch. The defini­
tion in this section is based upon design features 
and. except as otherwise provided in this section, 
does not prohibit a balance trailer from fitting 
into another classification of trailer based on use. 
, 19* I . • >.0. 19** c }9|

8 0 1.1 4 5  " B a il ."  "Bail" means money or its 
equivalent deposited by a defendant to secure the 
defendant's appearance for a traffic offense (19bJ
c i.u >.i|

8 0 1 .1 3 0  "B ic y c le .” “Bicycle" means a 
vehicle that:

11) Is designed to be operated on the ground 
on wheels:

12) Has a seat or saddle for use of the rid er
i.ll Is designed to travel w ith not more than

three wheels in contact w ith the ground:
141 Is propelled exclusively by hum an pow er

and
15) Has every wheel more than  14 inches in 

diameter or two tandem  wheels either of which is 
more than  14 inches in diam eter. (1993 c.138 $22|

8 0 1 .1 5 5  “ B icy c le  la n e ."  "Bicycle lane" 
means tha t part of the highway, adjacent to the 
roadway, designated by official signs or markings 
for use by persons riding bicycles except as o ther­
wise specifically provided by law. ||993c,H8 j2.l|

8 0 1 .1 6 0  "B icy c le  p a th .” "Bicycle path* 
means a public way. not part of a highw ay, tha t is 
designated by official signs or markings for use by 
persons riding bicycles except as otherwise spe­
cifically provided by law. j isaa c.118 j24|

8 0 1 .1 6 5  “ B u b  t r a i l e r .” “B u s  trailer" 
means any trailer designed o r used for carrying 
human beings.! 199,3 c 338 i25|

8 0 1 .1 7 0  "B ua in eM  d is tr ic t ."  "Business 
district" means the territory  contiguous to a high­
way when 50 percent or more of the  frontage 
thereon for a distance of 600 feet or more on one 
side, or 300 feet or more on both  aides, is occupied 
by buildings axed for business. (I983c-U8 1261

8 0 1 .1 7 5  “C a n c e le d ."  “Canceled.” with 
reference to driving privileges or vehicle registra­
tion or title, means tha t the driving privileges, 
registration or title are dtclared void and term i­

nated and new driving privileges, registration ir 
title may be obtained only as perm itted by law.IS s .tr  . 19 52" 19-5 c lo i lO l

8 0 1 .1 8 0  " C a m p e r."  "Camper" means a 
structure that:

111 Has a floor.
12) Is designed to be mounted upon a motor 

vehicle;
13) Is not perm anently attached to a motor 

vehicle upon which it is mounted:
141 Is designed to provide facilities for human 

habitation or for camping:
(51 Is six feet or more in overall length:
(6) Is five and one-half feet or more in height 

from floor to ceiling at any point; and
(7) Has no more than  one axle designed to 

support a portion of the weight of the camper. 
|l9Mc.USj2S|

8 0 1 .1 8 5  " C e r t if ic a te  o f t i t le ."  "Certi­
ficate of title" means a document issued by any 
jurisdiction specifically as evidence of vehicle 
ownership. Oregon issues certificate of title under 
ORS 803 .045 . Titles for snowmobiles are issued 
as provided under ORS 807 .370 . Titles for mobile 
homes are issued as provided under ORS 320 .500 .
1199.1c,138 129: 1985c 16 f i t )

8 0 1 .1 9 0  “C laaa 1 a l l - te r r a in  v eh ic le ."  
"Class I all-terrain vehicle" means a motorized, 

off-highway recreational vehicle 50  inches or less 
in w idth w ith a dry weight of 600  pounds or less 
tha t travels on three or more low pressure tires 
and has a saddle for the operator. 11985c <59 f2|

8 0 1 .1 9 5  "C o m b in a tio n  o f  v eh ic le* .” 
“Com bination of vehicles' means two or more 

vehicles coupled together. [1983 c .138 fill
8 0 1 .2 0 0  "C o m m erc ia l b u i ."  “Commerci­

al bus" means every motor vehicle designed or 
used for carrying passengers and their personal 
baggage and express for compensation, except:

(1) Taxicabs that:
(a) Are passenger vehicles w ith a passenger 

seating capacity tha t does not exceed five;
(b) Carry passengers for hire where destina­

tion and route traveled may be controlled by a 
passenger and the fare is calculated on the basis 
of any com bination of an initial fee, d istanre 
traveled or waiting time:

(c) Are operated under a curren t license or 
perm it issued by a city, county or o ther unit of 
local government where a perm it or license is 
required for the operation of a taxicab; and

(d) T ransport persons or property, or both, 
between points in Oregon.

13
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vehicle and ordinarily used for transporting long 
or irregular loads capable generally of sustaining 
themselves as beams between the towing vehicle 
and the trailer. The definition in this section is 
based on design features and. except as otherwise 
provided in this section, does not prohibit a pole 
trailer from fitting into another category of trailer 
based on use. 11963 c 338 }:o|

8 0 1 .3 0 5  "P o lic e  o ff ic e r ."  “Police officer" 
includes a member of the Oregon S late  Police, a 
sheriff, a deputy sheriff or a city police officer.
(198.1 c.338 |7 l |

8 0 1 .4 0 0  “ P re m is e s  o p en  to  th e  p u b lic ."  
"Prem ises open to the public" includes any 

premises open to the general public for the use of 
motor vehicles, w hether the premises are publicly 
or privately owned and whether or not a fee is 
charged for the use of the premises. |l9A3c338 572|

8 0 1 .4 0 5  “R e c o o e tru c te d  v e h ic le ."  
"Reconstructed vehicle" means either:

(1)A  vehicle that:
(a) Has a body that resembles and primarily 

is a particular year model or make of vehicle;
<b) Is not a vehicle rebuilt by a m anufactu rer
(c) Is not a vehicle built in a factory where the 

year model and make are assigned a t the factory; 
and

Id) Is not a replica; or
(2) A motor truck tha t has been rebuilt using 

a component kit if the manufacturer of the kit 
assigns a vehicle identification num ber and p ro ­
vides a m anufacturer's certificate of origin for the 
kit. (I9B.lt 338 575; 1985c.402 J4|

8 0 1 .4 1 0  " R e g is t ra t io n "  o r  " r e g is te r ."  
“Registration" or “register" means, when used in 

reference to vehicles, the recording of a vehicle as 
authorized for use w ithin  a jurisdiction and 
includes any docum entation or devices issued as 
evidence of tha t authorization. T h is state regis­
ters vehicles as provided under ORS 803.350.11983 
c.338 5761

8 0 1 .4 1 5  “R e g is t ra t io n  p la te ."
“Registration plate" means a plate issued by a 

jurisdiction as evidence of vehicle registration. 
T h is sta te  issues registration plates under ORS 
803.520. (1963 c 338 J 78. 1985 c.16 S22)

8 0 1 .4 2 0  " R e g is t ra t io n  w e ig h t.”  
“Registration weight" means the loaded weight 

required to be declared and established as the 
maximum loaded weight a t which certain vehi­
cles will be operated on the highway. Vehicles for 
which registration weights must be declared and 
established and the ptocedures for establishing

registration weights are described under ORS
803.430.1198.1 c 338 577.1985 c 16 $2I|

8 0 1 .4 2 5  “R e p lic a .” “Replica." when used 
to refer to vehicles, means a vehicle w ith a body 
built to resem ble and be a reproduction of 
another vehicle of a given year and given m anu­
facturer. (1985 c 402 S2|

8 0 1 .4 3 0  “R e s id e n c e  d is t r ic t .” “Reside­
nce district" m eant the territory contiguous to a 
highway not comprising a business d istrict when 
the frontage on one or both sides of the  highway 
for a  distance of 300 feet or more is mainly 
occupied by:

(1) Dwellings, churches, public parks w ithin 
cities or other residential service facilities; or

(2) Dwellings and buildings used for business.
11983 c.338 *791

8 0 1 .4 3 5  “ R e v o k e d .” “Revoked" with ref­
erence to driving privileges, vehicle registration 
or vehicle title means the term ination thereof 
w ith new driving privileges or vehicle registration 
or vehicle title obtainable only s perm itted by 
law. (1983 c.338 *60]

8 0 1 .4 4 0  "R ig h t  o f w a y ."  “R igh t of way" 
m ea .15 the  righ t o f  one vehicle o r pedestrian  lo 
proceed in a lawful m a n ne r in preference to  
a n o th e r vehicle or pedestrian  approaching  under 
such circum stances o f d irection , speed and p ro x ­
im ity  as to  give rise to  danger o f collision unless 
one g ran ts  precedence to th e  o th e r. (1963 c.338 5611

8 0 1 .4 4 5  "R oad  a u th o r i ty ."  “Road 
au thority” means the body authorized to exercise 
au thority  over a road, highway, street or alley 
under ORS 810.010. |i9 9 3 c  336 582]

8 0 1 .4 5 0  " R o a d w a y .” “Roadway" means 
the portion  of a highway tha t is improved, 
designed or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, 
exclusive of the shoulier. In the event a highway 
includes two or more separate roadways the term  
“roadway" shall refer to any such roadway sepa­
rately. but not to all such roadways collectively. 
11983 c.338 {831

8 0 1 .4 5 5  "S chool a c tiv ity  v eh ic le ."  
“School activity vehicle’ means a vehicle, other 

than a school bus. tha t is used to transport 
students to or from authorized school activities 
and tha t is not described by any of the  following:

(1 )A  vehicle under regulation o f the Public 
U tility  Com m issioner of Oregon, the U nited 
S ta tes  D epartm ent of T ranspo rta tio n  or the 
Intersta te  Commerce Commission.

(2) A vehicle, commonly known as a private 
passenger car or private passenger van, tha t is 
used by the owner of the vehicle or a relative of
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(el T he  expense of erecting any sign under 
this subsection shall be borne hy ,ne road au th o r­
ity having jurisdiction over the highway.

(0  All signs erected under th is subsection 
shall comply w ith ORS 810.200.

(gl A speed established under this subsection 
may be effective for not more than  120 days.

(hi If the board establishes an emergency 
temporary speed under th is subsection, the board 
shall determ ine w hether the board should perm a­
nently change the speed w ithin 120 days after the 
speed becomes effective. T he board shall use 
authority otherwise granted to the board under 
this section if the board determ ines to perm a­
nently establish  the speed.

(i) T h e  boord m ay only estab lish  a  speed 
under th is  subsection  upon the  app lication  of the  
road a u th o rity  for th e  highw ay. 11993 c 338 j  162.1986 
c. IS f511

8 1 0 .1 9 0  S u to  Speed Control Board 
procedure*. The S ta te  Speed Control Board is 
subject to the following procedures while exercis­
ing its au thority  under ORS 810.180 unless o ther­
wise provided under ORS 810.180.

(1) If  the change in speed is requested by the 
road au thority  for a  highway, the  road authority 
m ust make w ritten application for the board to 
conduct an investigation w ith respect to speed on 
the highway under th is section. An application 
required under thia subsection m ust s ta te  the 
speed recomm ended for the highway or section of 
highway by the requeating road authority .

(2) T he  board m ay determ ine the speed to 
designate under its  au thority  by m aking or caus­
ing to be made an engineering and  traffic investi­
gation w ith  respect to  the existing speed on the 
highway. „

(3) T he  board may make the investigation 
required under this section or, when requested by 
the road authority , may allow the  following;

(a) T n e  road au thority  to make the investiga­
tion and make a  report of the investigation to the 
board.

(b) A city  to make the investigation with 
respect to  any  highway within its  corporate limits 
th a t is under the jurisdiction o f the  commission 
or a county and report the results of the investiga­
tion to the board.

(4) T h e  board shall allow any  road au thority  
th a t is requesting on investigation under thia 
section to  participate w ith the board in the  inves­
tigation.

(6) T h e  board:

(a) May change the existing speed on the 
highway if the investigation establishes to the 
satisfaction of the board th a t the existing desig­
nated speed is greater or less than  reasonable or 
safe under the conditions a t the area.

(b) Shall not make a final determ ination to 
change a speed under th is  section unless the 
board has provided due n o ri'e  and opportunity 
for hearing to the road authority affected thereby.

(c) Shall give w ritten notice to affected road 
authority  o f the board's determ ination concern­
ing a designated speed under this section.

(6) An affected road au thority  may file w rit­
ten objectiona to any speed established by the 
board under this section. If the road authority 
files a w ritten objection and  requests a hearing 
not more than  10 days after signs establishing the 
speed are posted, the board shall bold a hearing to 
reconaider the speed after giving w ritten notice of 
the hearing to the affected road authority . The 
hearing m uat be held more than  five days after 
giving o f the written notice. 11983 c 338 JIM; 1985 c.ts 
*521

(T ra ff ic  C o n tro l D evices)
8 1 0 .2 0 0  U n ifo rm  s ta n d a rd s  fo r  ti f f ic  

c o n tro l d ev ices; u n ifo rm  sy s tem  o f  m a rk in g  
a n d  s ig n in g  h ig h w a y s . (1) The commission 
may exercise the following authority w ith respect 
to the marking, signing and use of traffic control 
devices in this state:

(a) "’he commission shall adopt a manual and 
specifier tions of uniform standards for traffic 
control d ’vices consistent w ith the provisions of 
the vehic'.e code for use upon highways in this 
state.

,r !  T he  commission is authorized to provide 
a uniform system of marking and signing high­
ways within the boundaries of th is state.

(c) T he  commission is authorized to deter­
mine the  character or type of traffic control 
devices to  be used in th is state.

(2) T he authority granted under th is section 
is subject to all of the following:

(a) T he system of m arking and signing estab­
lished under this section shall correlate w ith and. 
ax far as possible, conform to the system adopted 
in o ther states. The commission may include in 
the system  signs and signals tha t show interna­
tionally recognized and approved symbols.

(b) So far as practicable, all traffic control 
devices in this sta te  shall be uniform as to type 
and location.
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pedestrian has entered the roadway and is carry­
ing a white cane or is accompanied by a dog guide. 
T his paragraph  applies no tw ith stand ing  eny 
o ther provisions of the vehicle code relating to 
traffic control devices.

(21 T h is section is subject to the provisions 
and definitions relating to the rights of pedestri­
ans who are blind or blind and deaf under ORS 
814.110.

(3) The offense described in th is section, 
failure to yield the right of way to a blind pedes­
trian. is a Class B traffic infraction. 1198.1 c.338 $.H9. 
l9S 5cI6$2S 0 |

8 1 1 .0 4 0  F a i lu r e  to y ie ld  to  p e d c i tr ia n  
p ro c e e d in g  u n d e r  t r a f f ic  c o n tro l  device*; 
p e n a lty . (1) T he driver of a vehicle com m its the 
offense of failure lo yield to a pedestrian proceed­
ing under traffic control devices if the driver doe9 
not yield the right of way to a pedestrian who is:

(a) Proceeding under s pedestrian control 
signal under ORS 814.010.

<b) Law fully w ith in  an  in te rsec tio n  or 
crosswalk in accordance w ith any traffic control 
device in a m anner tha t complies w ith ORS 
814.010.

(2) T he oifense described in th is section, 
failure to yield to o pedestrian proceeding under 
traffic control devices, is a Class B traffic infrac­
tion. (196.1 c.338 $ 550: 1985 c.16 §281)

8 1 1 .0 4 6  F a i lu r e  to  y ie ld  to  p e d e s t r ia n  
w h en  m a k in g  t u r n  a t  a to p  lig h t; p e n a lty .

(1 )A  person com m its the offense of failure to 
yield to a pedestrian when making a tu m  at a stop 
light if the person is driving a vehicle tha t is 
making a tu m  a t a red light perm itted under ORS 
811.335 and the person does not yield the right of 
way to pedestrians lawfully w ithin an adjacent 
crosswalk.

(2) The offense described in th is section, 
failure lo yield to a pedestrian when m aking a 
turn a t a stop light, is a Class B traffic infraction.
11981 c 338 $5511

8 1 1 .0 6 0  F a i lu r e  to y ie ld  to  b ic y c le  on 
b icy c le  la n e . (1 )A  person commits the offense 
of failure of a m otor vehicle operator to yield to a 
bicycle on a bicycle lane if the  person is operating 
a m otor vehicle and the  person does not yield the 
right of way to a person operating a bicycle or 
moped upon a bicycle lane.

(2) Thia section docs not require persons 
operating roopeds to yield the right of way to 
bicycles if the mopeds are operated on bicycle 
lanes in the  m an n er p e rm itted  under ORS 
811.440.

(3) The offense described in th is section 
failure of a motor vehicle operator to yield to a 
bicycle on a bicycle lane, us a Class B traffic 
infraction. |I981 c3 .is  $699.1985c 16 $3i6|

8 1 1 .0 6 5  F a ilu re  to y ie ld  to b ic y c lis t on 
B idew alk . (11 T he driver of a motor vehicle 
commits the offense of failure to yield the right of 
way to a bicyclist on a sidewalk if the driver does 
not yield the n gh t of way to any bicyclist on a 
sidewelk.

(2) T he  driver of a m otor vehicle is not in 
violation of this section when a bicyclist is oper­
ating in violation of ORS 814.410. N othing in 
this subsection relieves the driver of a motor 
vehicle from the duty to exercise due care.

<31 T he offense described in th is section, 
failure to yield the right of way to a bicyclist on a 
sidewalk, is a Class C traffic infraction. 11961 c 338 
$702: 1985 c. 16 $340)

S P E E D  
(Baaic Rule)

811 .10 0  Violation of baaic ape«d rule; 
penalty. (1) A person commits the offenae of 
violating the baaic speed rule if the person drives 
a vehicle upon a highway a t a speed greater than 
is reasonable and prudent, having due regard to 
all of the following:

(a) T he traffic.
(b) T he surface and width of the highway.
(c) T he hazard a t  intersections.
(d) W eather.
(e) Visibility.
<fi Any other conditions then existing.
(2) T h e  following apply to the  offense 

described in this section:
(a) T he  offense is as applicable on an alley as 

on any o ther highway.
(b) Speeds th a t are prima facie evidence of 

violation o f thia section are established by ORS 
811.108.

(c) Thia section and ORS 811.105 establish 
lim itation on speeds tha t are in addition to m ax­
imum speeds established and subject to penalty 
aa described in the following:

(A) A fuel conservation maxim w .. speed limil 
under O RS 811.110.

(B) M aximum speeds for m otor trucks and 
passenger transport vehicles under ORS 811.115.

(C) M aximum speeds on ocean shores under 
ORS 811.120.
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RL'LES OF THE ROAD FOR DRIVERS 811.120
i .11 The offense described in th is section, 

violating the basic speed rule, is a Class B traffic 
infraction. H9s.u Its js«3|

8 1 1 .1 0 5  S peed*  th a t  a r e  e v id e n c e  o f 
basic  ru le  v io la tio n . Any speed in excess of 
any of the following designated speeds is prima 
facie evidence o f violation of the basic speed rule 
under ORS 811.100:

l i t  Any speed posted by au thority  granted 
under ORS 810.180.

121 if  no speed is posted, any speed in excess 
of one of the following designated speeds is prim a 
facie evidence of violation of the basic speed rule: 

(al Fifteen miles "»r hour when driving on an 
alley.

ib) Twenty milo.i per hour in a busin;s*
district.

(c) Tw enty miles per hour when passing 
school grounds or a school crosswalk if:

(A) Children are present; and 
(Bl Notice of the grounds or crosswalk is 

indicated plainly by traffic control devices con­
forming to the requirem ents established under 
ORS 810.200 and posted under au thority  granted 
by ORS 810.210.

id) Twenty-five miles per hour in any resi­
dence district or public park.

(e) Fifty-five miles per hour in  locations n o t 
otherwise described in  th is  section . (1983 c.M8 1564; 
ISmc.16 {286|

(M ax im u m  S peed s)
8 1 1 .1 1 0  V io la tio n  o f  fu e l c o n s e rv a tio n  

m ax im u m  sp e e d  lim it; p e n a lty .  (1) A person 
commits the offense of violation of the fuel con­
servation maximum speed lim it if:

ia) A fuel conservation maximum speed limit 
is established under ORS 810.180: and

lb) T he person operates a vehicle a t a speed 
in excess of the fuel conservation maximum speed 
limit.

12) T he fo llo w -- .' apply  to th e  offense 
described in this section:

la) A fuel conservation maximum speed lim it 
established under ORS 810.180 is not subject to 
the basic speed rule under ORS 811.100 except 
where a special hazard or condition exists tha t 
requires a lower speed for compliance w ith the 
basic speed rule.

Ibl In no event shall the division suspend or 
revoke a person's driving ivileges in this state 
solely on the grounds th e . ..e person has incurred

one or more convictions of a violation of the fuel 
conservation maximum speed limit.

(31 The offense described in thia section, 
violation of the  fuel conservation  m axim um  
speed limit, is a  Class C traffic infraction. |198J 
c MS i.mSI

8 1 1 .1 1 5  V io la tio n  o f m ax im u m  sp eed  
fo r  t ru c k s  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  t r a n s p o r t  v e h i­
cles; p e n a lty . 11) A person commits the uffense 
of violation of the maximum speed for m otor 
trucks and passenger transport vehicles if the 
person drives any of the following vehicles a t a 
speed greater than  fifty-five miles per hour on 
any highway:

(a) A motor truck w ith a registration weight 
of more than 8.000 pounds.

(b) A school bus.
(cl A school activity vehicle.
(d) A worker transport bus
(e) A bus operated for transporting  children 

to and from church or an activity o r function 
authorized by a church.

(0  .-'.ny vehicle used in the transportation  of 
persons for hire by a nonprofit en tity  as provided 
in ORS 767 025 113).

(21 The following apply to this section:
(a) T h is  s e c t io n  d o e s  n o t  a p p ly  to  

ambulances.
(b) N otw ithstanding any o ther provision of 

this section, the motor vehicles referred to in th is 
section are subject to the provisions of the basic 
speed rule under ORS 811.100,

(3) T he offense described in th is section, 
violation of maximum speed for m otor trucks and 
passenger transport vehicles, is a Class B traffic 
irfraction. I1983 c.338 (566:1985 c.420 §81

8 1 1 .1 2 0  V io la tio n  c f  m ax im u m  sp eed  
lim it oo o cean  sh o re ; p e n a l ty .  (1) A person 
com m its the offense of violating the maximum 
speed lim it on the ocean shore if the person drives 
a vehicle or conveyance on any part of the ocean 
shore in this sta te  a t a speed greater than  any of 
the following:

(a) Any maximum speed for ocean shores 
th a t  is estab lished  and  posted  under ORS 
810.180.

(b) If no speed is posted under ORS 810.180, 
25 miles per hour.

(2) T he following apply to th is section:
(a) T h is section is subject to the provisions 

relating to ambulances and emergency vehicles 
under ORS 820.300 to 820.320.
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R C W  3 4 .0 4 .0 1 0  D efin ilions.  T h e  d e f in i t io n s  set 
forth in this section shall apply throughout this chap te r ,  
unless the  context clearly requires otherwise.

(1) "A g en cy ’ m eans any sta te  board, commission, de­
pa r tm en t ,  or officer, authorized  by law to make rules or 
to  ad jud ica te  contested cases, except those in the legis­
lative or judicial branches.

(2) "Rule" means any  agency order, directive, or reg­
ulation of  general applicability  (a) the violation of which 
subjects a person to a penalty or administra tive  sanciion,
(b) which establishes, alters, or revokes any procedure, 
practice, or requirem ent relating to agency hearings, (c) 
which establishes, alters,  or revokes any qualification or 
requ irem en t relating to the enjoyment of benefits or 
privileges conferred by law; (d) which establishes, alters, 
or revokes any  qualifications or s tandards for the issu­
ance ,  suspension, or revocation of licenses to pursue any 
com m ercia l activity, trade, or profession; or (c) which 
establishes, alters, or revokes any m anda to ry  s tandards 
for any  product or materia l  which must be met before 
d is tr ibution or sale. The  term includes the  am endm ent 
or repeal o f  a prior rule, but does not include (i) s ta te ­
m ents  concerning only the internal m anagem ent of an 
agency and not affecting private rights or procedures 
available  to the public, (ii) declara tory  rulings issued 
p u r s u a n t  to  R C W  34 .0 4 .0 8 0 ,  as  now or  h e rea f te r  
am ended ,  or (iii) traffic  restrictions for motor vehicles, 
bicyclists, and pedestrians established by the secretary of v "  
transporta t ion  or his designee where notice of such re­
strictions is given by official traffic  control devices.

(3) "Contested case" means a proceeding before an 
agency in which an  opportunity  for a hearing before

( I V K . l  L o w s )



46.61.400 T itle  46 RCW : M otor Vehicles L
S P E E D  R E S T R IC T IO N S

46.61.400 Basic rule and maximum limits, (1) No 
person shall drive a vehicle on a highway at a speed 
greater than is reasonable and prudent under the condi­
tions and  having regard to the actual and potential haz­
ards then existing. In t  cry event speed shall be so 
controlled as m ay be necessary to avoid colliding with 
any person, vehicle or other conveyance on or entering 
the highway in complicncc with legal requirem ents and 
the duty  of  all persons to use due care.

(2) Except when a special hazard  exists tha t  requires 
lower speed for compliance with subsection (1) of  this 
section, the limits specified in this section or  established 
as h e re in af te r  au th o r ize d  shall  be m ax im u m  lawful 
speeds, and no person shall drive a vehicle on a highway 
a t  a speed in excess of  such m axim um  limits.

(a)  Twenty-five miles per hour on city and town 
streets;

(b)  Fifty miles per hour on county roads;
(c) Sixty miles per hour on s late highways.
T h e  m axim um  speed limits set forth in this section 

may be altered as authorized in R C W  46.61.405, 46.61- 
.410, and 46.61.415.

(3) T he  driver of every vehicle shall, consistent with 
the requirem ents o f  subsection ( I )  o f  this section, drive 
a t an appropria te  reduced speed when approaching and 
crossing an intersection or railway grade crossing, when 
approaching and going around a curve, when approach­
ing a hill crest, when traveling upon any narrow or 
winding roadway, and when special hazard  exists with 
respect to pedestrians or o ther  traffic or by reason of 
w eather or highway conditions. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 54; 
1963 c 16 § I. Formerly R C W  46.48 .011.)
K a t e s  o f  c o a r t  M o n e t a r y  p e n a l l y  s c h e d u l e  J T I R  6.2.

S ating  nf exisling order*, etc*, establishing speed limits 1*63 c
16: “T his act shall not repeal or invalidate existing orders and resolu­
tions o f the s ta te  highway commission or existing resolutions and o rd i­
nances of local au th o ritie s  estab lish ing  speed lim its w ithin their 
respective jurisdictions." ” 963 c 16 5 7. Form erly R C W  46.48.016.) 
"This act" 11963 c 16). as am ended, is codified as R C W  46.61.400 
through 46 6 1 4 1 5 , 46.61.425. and 46.61.440.

46.61.405 Decreases by secretary of transportation. 
Whenever the secretary of  transportation shall de ter­
mine upon the basis of an engineering and traffic  inves­
tigation that any m axim um  speed hereinbefore set forth 
is g reater  than  is reasonable or safe with respect to a 
state  highway under the conditions found to exist at any 
intersection or  upon any  o ther  part o f  the sta te  highway 
system or a t  s tate  ferry terminals,  or tha t a general re­
duction of any m axim um  speed hereinbefore set forth 
would aid in the conservation of energy resources, the 
secretary may determ ine and declare  a reasonable and 
safe lower m axim um  limit o r  a lower m axim um  limit 
which will reasonably conserve energy resources, for any 
s tate  highway, the entire  s ta te  highway system, or any 
portion thereof, which shall be effective when appropri­
a te  signs giving notice thereof are erected. T h e  secretary 
may also fix and regulate  the speed of  vehicles on any 
state  highway within the m axim um  speed limit allowed 
by this chap ter  for special occasions including, but not

limited to, local parades and other special events, An> 
such m axim um  speed limit may be declared to be effec­
tive a t all limes or a t such limes as arc  indicated upon 
the said signs; and differing limits may be established 
for different times of day. different types of vehicles, 
varying w eather conditions, and  other factors bearing on 
safe speeds, which shall be effective (a) when posted 
upon appropria te  fixed or variable signs oc (b) if a max­
imum limit is established for au to  stages which is lower 
lhan the limil for automobiles, the a u to  stage speed limit 
shall become effective thirty days after  written notice 
thereof is mailed in the  m anner  provided in subsection
(4) of R C W  46.61.410, as now or hereafter amended. 
[1977 ex.s. c 151 § 3 4 ;  1974 ex.s. c 103 § I; I970 ex.s .c  
100 § 2; 1967 c 25 § I; 1963 c 16 § 2. Formerly RCW 
46.48.012.)

F t d r n l  r rq u ir r ti t ts l i  S f< tn b il i ly  1977 ex.*. c 151: Set
RCW  47.98.070 and  47.98 080.

46.61.410 In c re ases  by se c re ta ry  o f  t r a n sp o r ta ­
tion  M a x im u m  speed limit for  t r u c k s  Auto
stages Signs and notices. ( I )  Subject to subsection
(2) below the secre tary  m ay increase the maximum 
speed limit on any highway or portion thereof to not 
more than  seventy miles per hour in accordance  with the 
design speed thereof ( taking into account all safety ele­
ments included therein),  or whenever the secretary  dc- 
te im incs upon the basis o f  an  engineering and traffic 
investigation tha t  such g reater  speed is reasonable and 
safe under the circum stances existing on such part of the 
highway. T he  g rea te r  m axim um  limil so determined 
shall be effective, when appropria te  signs giving notice 
thereof arc erected , or if a m ax im um  limit is established 
for a u to  stages which is lower than the limit lor au to ­
mobiles, the au to  stage speed limil shall become effec­
tive thirty  days a f te r  written notice thereof is mailed in 
the m anner  provided in subsection (4) o f  this section,

Such m axim um  speed limil may be declared lo be ef­
fective a t all times or a t such times as a rc  indicated 
upon said signs or in the case of  au to  stages, as indicated 
in said written notice; and differing limits m ay be estab­
lished for different times of day, different types of  vehi­
cles. va ry ing  w e a th e r  cond it ions ,  and  o th e r  factors 
bearing on safe speeds, which shall be effective when 
posted upon appropria te  fixed or variable signs o, if a 
m axim um  limit is established for a u to  stages which is 
lower than the  limit for automobiles,  the auto  stage 
speed limil shall become effective thirty days after  writ­
ten notice thereof is mailed in the m anner provided in 
subsection (4) of  this section.

(2) The  m axim um  speed limit for vehicles over ten 
thousand pounds gross weight and vehicles in combina­
tion except a u to  stages shall not exceed sixty miles per 
hour and m ay be established a t  a lower limit by the sec­
retary  as provided in R C W  46.61.405, as now or hereaf­
ter amended.

(3) The  word ’ t ru ck s ’ used by the depa rtm en t on 
signs giving notice of  m axim um  speed limits shall mean 
vehicles over ten thousand pounds gross weight and all 
vehicles in combination except au to  stages.frill* 46 RCW —f  168) 119115 h i)
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(4) W henever  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  sh a l l  e s ta b l i s h  m a x i m u m  
'peed limits for a u t o  s t a g e s  low er  l h a n  t h e  m a x i m u m  
;imus for a u to m o b i le s ,  th e  s e c r e t a r y  sh a l l  c a u s e  to  be 
wailed notice th e r e o f  lo  e a c h  a u l o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  com - 
piny holding a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  p u b l ic  c o n v e n ie n c e  a n d  n e ­
cessity i s su ed  b y  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  u t i l i t i e s  a n d  
transportation c o m m iss io n .  T h e  n o t i c e  sh a l l  b e  m a i le d  to  
the ch ie f  p la c e  o f  b u s i n e s s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
Washington o f  e a c h  a u t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o m p a n y  o r  if  
none then its c h ie f  ^ l a c c  o f  b u s in es s  w i th o u t  th e  s t a t e  o f  
Washington. (197 7  ex .s .  c  151 § 35 ; 1974 ex .s .  c  103 §
2. 1970 ex.s, c  100 § I; 1969 ex.s. c  12 § I ;  1965 ex .s .  c 
155 § 55; 1963 c 16 § 3. F o r m e r ly  R C W  4 6 .4 8  0 1 3 .)

F#der«l requirement s  S o e r ib i l i lv  1977 #x.». c 151: See
Si W 47 W.O70 and 47 98.0X0.

46.61.415 W h e n  loca l  a u th o r i t i e s  may a l t e r  maxi­
mum limits. ( I )  W h e n e v e r  local a u th o r i t i e s  in t h e i r  rc-  
'pcctivc j u r i s d i c t i o n s  d e t e r m i n e  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a n  
engineering a n d  t r a f f i c  in v e s t ig a t io n  th a t  th e  m a x im u m  
speed pe rm it ted  u n d e r  R C W  4 6 .6 1 .4 0 0  o r  4 6 .6 1 .4 4 0  is 
greater or  less t h a n  is r e a s o n a b le  a n d  s a f e  u n d e r  th e  
conditions found to  exist  u p o n  a  h ig h w a y  o r  p a r t  o f  a 
highway, the  local a u t h o r i t y  m a y  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  d e c l a r e  
j  reasonable a n d  sa fe  m a x i m u m  l im it  t h e r e o n  - h i c h

( a ) Decreases t h e  l im it  a t  in te r se c t io n s ;  o r
(b) Increases th e  limit  bu t  not to  m o r e  l h a n  s ix ty  

miles per hour;  o r
(c) Decreases th e  l imil but no t  to  less t h a n  tw e n ty  

miles per hour.
12) Local a u th o r i t i e s  in th e i r  re s p e c t iv e  ju r i s d ic t io n s  

shall de te rm ine  by  a n  e n g in e e r in g  a n d  t r a f f i c  in v e s t ig a ­
tion the p roper  m a x i m u m  sp eed  fo r  all a r t e r i a l  s t r e e t s  
and shall d ec la re  a r ea s o n a b le  a n d  sa fe  m a x i m u m  limit 
thereon which m a y  be g r e a t e r  o r  less t h a n  th e  m a x im u m  
'peed pe rm it ted  u n d e r  R C 'W  4 6 .6 1 .4 0 0 ( 2 )  b u t  s h a l l  not 
exceed sixty miles p e r  h o u r .

13) The se c re ta ry  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is a u th o r i z e d  to 
establish speed l im i t s  on  c o u n ty  ro a d s  a n d  c i ty  a n d  tow n 
'treets  as shall be n e c e s s a r y  to  c o n fo rm  w i th  a n y  fed e ra l  
requirements w h ich  a r e  a p re sc r ib ed  c o n d i t io n  fo r  the  
allocation o f  fed e ra l  fu n d s  to  th e  s ta te .

|4 )  A n y  a l t e r e d  l im i l  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  h e r e in b e f o r e  
authorized shall be e ffec t iv e  w h e n  a p p r o p r i a t e  s ig n s  g iv ­
ing notice th e reo f  a r e  e re c te d .  S u c h  m a x i m u m  speed  
limit may be d e c la re d  to  be  e ffec t iv e  a t  a ll  t im e s  o r  at 
such times as a r c  in d ic a te d  up on  s u ch  s ig ns ;  a n d  d i f f e r ­
ing limits m ay  be  e s ta b l i s h e d  fo r  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s  o f  d a y ,  
different types o f  veh ic les ,  v a ry in g  w e a t . i c r  co n d i t io n s ,  
and other fac to rs  b e a r in g  on  sa fe  sp eed s ,  w h ic h  sh a l l  be  
effective when p o s te d  u p o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  Fixed o r  v a r i a b le  
signs.

(5) A ny  a l t e r a t io n  o f  m a x i m u m  l im its  on  s t a t e  h ig h ­
ways within in c o rp o r a te d  c i t ies  o r  to w n s  by  local a u ­
thorities shall not be e ffec t iv e  u n t i l  s u c h  a l t e r a t i o n  has  
been approved by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  (19 7 7  
ex.s. c 151 § 36; 1974 ex .s .  c 103 § 3; 1963 c 16 § 4. 
formerly R C W  4 6 . 4 8 . 0 14 . |

Federil requirem ents S ete rsh ilily  1977 ex.*. c 151: See
RCW 47.98.070 and 47.98.080

46.61.425 M i n i m u m  s p e e d  r e g u l a t i o n  P a s s i n g
slow moving vehicle.  ( I )  N o  p e r so n  shal l  d r iv e  a m o to r  
veh ic le  a t  s u c h  a slow s p e e d  a s  to  im p e d e  th e  n o rm a l  a n d  
r e a s o n a b le  m o v e m e n t  o f  t r a f f i c  e x c e p t  w h e n  r e d u c e d  
sp eed  is n e c e s s a r y  fo r  s a f e  o p e r a t i o n  or  in c o m p l ia n c e  
w i th  law: Provided. T h a t  a p e rso n  fo l low in g  a veh ic le  
d r iv in g  a t  less t h a n  th e  lega l  m a x i m u m  sp eed  a n d  d e s i r ­
ing  to  p a ss  s u c h  v eh ic le  m a y  e x c e e d  th e  sp eed  l im it ,  
s u b je c t  to  t h e  p rov is io ns  o f  R C W  4 6 .6 1 .1 2 0  on  h ig h w a y s  
h a v in g  on ly  o n e  l a n e  o f  t r a f f i c  in e a c h  d i r e c t io n ,  a t  only 
s u c h  a  sp ee d  a n d  fo r  o n ly  s u c h  a  d i s t a n c e  as  is n e cessa ry  
to  c o m p le t e  th e  pa ss  w i th  a  r e a s o n a b le  m a r g in  o f  sa fe ty .

( 2 )  W h e n e v e r  th e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o r  local 
a u th o r i t i e s  w i th in  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  j u r i s d ic t io n s  d e t e r m in e  
on  th e  bas is  o f  a n  e n g in e e r in g  a n d  t r a f f ic  inv es t ig a t io n  
th a t  slow sp ee d s  on  a n y  p a r t  o f  a h ig h w a y  u n re a s o n a b ly  
im p e d e  th e  n o r m a l  m o v e m e n t  o f  t r a f f i c ,  th e  s e c r e ta r y  or 
s u c h  local a u t h o r i t y  m a y  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  d e c la re  a m in i ­
m u m  sp eed  l im it  t h e r e a t  w h ic h  s h a l l  be  e ffect ive  w hen  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s igns  g iv in g  n o t ic e  t h e r e o f  a rc  e re c te d .  N o  
p e rso n  sh a l l  d r iv e  a v eh ic le  s lo w er  t h a n  s u c h  m in im u m  
sp ee d  l im il  e x c e p t  w h e n  n e c e s sa ry  for sa fe  o p e ra t io n  o r  
in c o m p l ia n c e  w i th  law .  ( 1 9 7 7  ex.s.  c  151 § 37; 1969 c 
135 § I; 1967 c 25 § 2; 1963 c 16 § 6. F o r m e r ly  R C W  
4 6 .4 8 .0 1 5 . )

R a t e s  o f  cour t :  M o n e t a r y  p e n a l t y  s c h e d u l e ------ J T I R  6.2.

F td rrx l requirem ents S e tr rx b il its  1977 ex.*. t  151: See
RC W  47.98.070 and 47.98.080.

46.61.427 S lo w  m o vin g  vehicle  to  pull o f f  ro ad w ay .
O n  a  t w o - l a n e  hig .way  w h e r e  p a s s in g  is u n s a fe  b ec a u se  
o f  t r a f f i c  in th e  o p p o s i te  d i r e c t io n  o r  o th e r  co n d i t io n s ,  a 
s low  m o v in g  v eh ic le ,  b e h in d  w h ich  five o r  m o re  vehicles 
a r c  fo rm e d  in a  l ine, sh a l l  t u r n  o f f  t h e  r o a d w a y  w he rev e r  
su ff ic ien t  a r e a  fo r  a  s a f e  t u r n - o u t  ex is ts ,  in o r d e r  to  
p e r m i t  t h e  veh ic le s  fo l lo w in g  to  p ro c e e d .  A s  used  in th is  
sec t io n  a  s low  m o v in g  v eh ic le  is o n e  w h ich  is p ro ceed in g  
a t  a  r a t e  o f  sp ee d  less t h a n  th e  n o rm a l  flow o f  t r a f f i c  a t  
th e  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e  a n d  p lace .  (1 9 7 3  c 88  § 1.)

46.61.428 S lo w - m o v in g  vehicle p e rm i t te d  to  drive on 
im proved  sh o u ld e rs ,  w hen .  ( I )  T h e  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  local a u th o r i t i e s  a r e  a u th o r i z e d  to 
d e t e r m in e  th o se  p o r t io n s  o f  a n y  t w o - l a n e  h ig h w a y s  u n ­
d e r  th e i r  re s p e c t iv e  j u r i s d ic t io n s  on  w h ich  d r iv e r s  o f  
s l o w - m o v in g  veh ic le s  m a y  sa fe ly  d r iv e  o n to  im p ro ved  
sh o u ld e r s  fo r  t h e  p u rp o s e  o f  a l lo w in g  o v e r ta k in g  vehicles 
to  pass  a n d  m a y  by a p p r o p r i a t e  s ig n s  in d ic a te  the  b e g in ­
n in g  a n d  e n d  o f  su c h  zones .

( 2 )  W h e r e  s ig ns  a r e  in p lace  to  d e f in e  a d r i v i n g - o n -  
s h o u ld c r  z o n e  as  se t  f o r th  in su b se c t io n  ( I )  o f  th is  sec ­
t ion ,  th e  d r iv e r  o f  a  s l o w - m o v in g  veh ic le  m a y  d r iv e  o n to  
a n d  a lo n g  th e  s h o u ld e r  w i th in  th e  zo n e  b u t  on ly  for the  
p u rp o s e  o f  a l lo w in g  o v e r ta k in g  veh ic le s  to  pass  a n d  then  
sh a l l  r e tu r n  to  th e  r o a d w a y .

(3 )  S ig n s  e re c te d  to  d e f in e  a d r i v i n g - o n - s h o u l d c r  zone 
t a k e  p r e c e d e n c e  over  p a v e m e n t  m a r k in g s  fo r  the  pu rp o se  
o f  a l lo w in g  th e  m o v e m e n ts  d e s c r ib e d  in su b se c t io n  (2 )  o f  
th is  sec t io n .  [19 8 4  c  7 § 71 ;  1977 ex .s .  c  3 9  § I.]

S o e n b i l i ly  1984 c 7: See noie following RCW  47.01.141.
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46.61.430 A u th o r i ty  o f  s e c r e ta r y  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to
fix speed limits  on  l im i ted  a c c e s s  fac i l i t ie s  exc lus ive --------
L o c a l  r eg u la t io n s .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  law  to  th e  c o n ­
t r a r y  o r  in co n s is ten t  h e r e w i th ,  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t r a n s p o r ­
t a t io n  sh a l l  have  the  p o w er  a n d  th e  d u t y  to  fix a n d  
r e g u la te  th e  speed  o f  veh ic le s  w i th in  th e  m a x i m u m  sp eed  
l im it  a l lo w ed  by law for s t a t e  h ig h w a y s ,  d e s ig n a t e d  a s  
l im ited  a c cess  fac il i t ies ,  re g a rd le s s  o f  w h e t h e r  a p o r t io n  
o f  sa id  h ig h w a y  is w i th in  th e  c o r p o r a t e  l im i t s  o f  a c i ty  o r  
tow n .  N o  g o v e rn in g  b o d y  o r  a u t h o r i t y  o f  s u c h  c i ty  or 
tow n  o r  o t h e r  po l i t ica l  su b d iv is io n  m a y  hav e  t h e  po w er  
to  pass o r  e n fo rc e  a n y  o r d in a n c e ,  ru le ,  o r  r e g u la t io n  r e ­
q u i r in g  a  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e  o f  sp ee d ,  a n d  a l l  s u c h  o r d i ­
nan ces ,  ru le s ,  a n d  r e g u la t io n s  c o n t r a r y  to  o r  in c o n s is te n t  
th e r e w i th  now  in fo rce  a r e  void a n d  o f  no  e f fe c t .  119 7 7  
ex.s.  c  151 § 38; 1974 ex .s .  c  103 § 4; 1961 c 12 § 46 -  
. 4 8 .0 4 1 .  P r io r ;  1955 c  177 § 5. F o r m e r l y  R C W  
4 6 .4 8 .0 4 1 . ]

F t4 tra l req u irem en t S etervb ililv  1977 ex.*. c | 5 | ;  Sec
R C W  47.7S 070 and 47 98.080

46.61.435 L o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  to  p r o v id e  " s t o p "  o r  
"y ie ld "  s ig ns  a t  in te r se c t io n s  w ith  in c r e a s e d  sp ee d  h ig h ­
w ays  D es ig n a te d  a s  a r t e r i a l s .  T h e  g o v e r n in g  b o d y  or
a u th o r i t y  o f  a n y  s u c h  c i ty  o r  to w n  o r  p o l i t ic a l  s u b d iv i ­
sion  shall  p lace  a n d  m a in ta in  u p o n  e a c h  a n d  e v e ry  h ig h ­
w ay  in te r se c t in g  a h ig h w a y  w h e re  a n  in c rea se d  sp ee d  is 
p e r m i t t e d ,  a s  p rov ided  in th i s  c h a p t e r ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  s lo p  
o r  yie ld  s igns ,  su ff ic ien t  to  be r e a d  a t  a n y  t im e  by a n y  
pe rson  up o n  a p p r o a c h in g  a n d  e n t e r in g  th e  h ig h w a y  u p o n  
w h ich  su ch  in c rea sed  sp eed  is p e r m i t t e d  a n d  s u c h  c i ty  
s t r e e t  o r  s u c h  p o r t io n  t h e r e o f  as  is s u b je c t  to  th e  in ­
c re a se d  sp eed  shall  be a n  a r t e r i a l  h ig h w a y .  (1 9 7 5  c  62  § 
33; 1961 c 12 § 4 6 .4 8 .0 4 6 .  P r ior :  1951 c  28 § 4; p r ior :  
1937 c 189 § 66 .  p a r t ;  R R S  § 6 3 6 0 - 6 6 ,  p a r t ;  1927 c  3 0 9  
§ 5, p a r t ;  1921 c 96  § 4 1 ,  p a r t ;  1919 c  59  § 13, p a r t ;  
1917 c 155 § 20. p a r t ;  1915 c 142 § 34. p a r t ;  R R S  § 
6 3 6 2 - 5 ,  p a r t .  F o rm e r ly  R C W  4 6 .4 8 .0 4 6  ]

Severabili ty  1975 c 62: See note following R C W  36.75.010.
D e s i g n a t i o n  o f  citv streets a s  arterials. s t o p p i n g  o n  e n t e r i n g :  R C W  

46.6I.I9S

Traffic co n t r o l  signals o r  d e v i c e s  u p o n  city streets f o r m i n g  p a r t  o f  state 

h i g h w a y s :  R C W  4 6  6 I . 0 8 S .

46.61.440 M a x im u m  sp eed  limit  w hen  p a s s in g  sc h o o l  
o r  p l a y g r o u n d  c r o s s w a l k s .  S u b j e c t  t o  R C W  
4 6 .6 1 .4 0 0 ( 1 ) ,  a n d  e x cep t  in tho se  in s ta n c e s  w h e r e  a 
low er m a x im u m  law fu l  sp ee d  is p ro v id e d  by th is  c h a p t e r  
o r  o th e rw ise ,  it sha l l  be  u n la w fu l  for th e  o p e r a t o r  o f  a n y  
veh ic le  ro o p e r a t e  th e  s a m e  a t  a sp ee d  in excess  o f  
tw e n ty  miles p e r  h o u r  w h en  o p e r a t i n g  a n y  v eh ic le  up on  
a h ig h w a y  e i th e r  ins ide  o r  o u ts id e  a n  in c o r p o r a te d  c i ty  
or  to w n 4 w hen  pass ing  a n y  m a r k e d  sc h o o l  o r  p la y g r o u n d  
c ro ssw a lk  w hen  su ch  m a r k e d  c ro s sw a lk  is fu l ly  p o s ted  
w ith  s t a n d a r d  school sp eed  l im i t  s ig n s  o r  s t a n d a r d  p la y ­
g r o u n d  speed  limit  s igns. T h e  sp eed  zo n e  a t  t h e  c ro s s ­
walk sha l l  e x te n d  th r e e  h u n d re d  fee l  in c i th e r  d i r e c t io n  
f ro m  th e  m a r k e d  c ro ssw a lk .  [19 7 5  c  62  § 34 ; 1963 c  16 
§ 5; 1961 c  12 § 4 6 .48 .0 23 .  P r io r :  1951 c  28 § 9; 1949  c 
196 § 6. p a r t ;  1947 c 200 § 8, p a r t ;  1937 c  189 § 64 .  
pa r t ;  R e m .  S u p p .  1949 § 6 3 6 0 - 6 4 ,  p a r t ;  1927 c  3 0 9  § 3,

p a r t ;  1923 c  181 § 6. p a r t ;  1921 c %  § 27, p a r t ;  1 9 17 c 155 § 16, p a r t ;  19 r5 c  142 § 24. p a r t ;  R R S  § 6 3 0 2  3. 
p a r t ;  1909 c  2 4 9  § 27 9 ,  p a r t ;  R e m .  &. Bal § 2 5 3 1 .  pa r t  
F o r m e r ly  R C W  4 6 . 4 8 . 0 2 3 . |

Severability 1 97 5 c  62: See note following R C W  36 75.010

46.61.445 Due care required. Compliance with speed 
requirements of this chapter under the circumstances 
hereinabove set forth shall not relieve the operator of 
any vehicle from the further exercise of due care a n d  
caution as further circumstances shall require. (1961 c 
12 § 46.48.025. Prior: 1951 c 28 § 11; 1949 c 196 § 6. 
part; 1947 c 200 § 8, part; 1937 c 189 § 64. part; Rem. 
Supp. 1949 § 6360-64, part; 1927 c 309 § 3. part; 1923 
c 181 § 6. part; 1921 c 96 § 27. part: 1917 c 155 § 16. 
part; 1915 c 142 § 24. part; RRS § 6362-3, part; 1909 e 
249 § 279, part; Rem. & Bal. 2531, part. Formerly 
RCW 4b.48.025.]
D u t y  t o  u > c  d u e  c a t e  R C W  4 6  6 1  4 0 0 )  I )

46.61.450 M a x i m u m  sp eed ,  w e igh t ,  o r  s ize  in t rav­
e r s i n g  b r i d g e s ,  e l e v a t e d  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t u n n e l s ,  u n d e r ­
p a s s e s  P o s t in g  l im its .  It sh a l l  be  u n la w f u l  l o r  a n y
p e r so n  to  o p e r a te  a  v eh ic le  o r  a n y  c o m b in a t io n  o f  v e h i ­
c le s  o v e r  a n y  b r i d g e  o r  o t h e r  e l e v a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  o r  
th r o u g h  a n y  tu n n e l  o r  u n d e r p a s s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a p a r t  o f  
a n y  p u b l ic  h ig h w a y  a t  a  r a t e  o f  sp ee d  o r  w i th  a gross  
w e ig h t  o r  o f  a s ize  w h ic h  is g r e a t e r  a t  a n y  t im e  t h a n  the 
m a x i m u m  sp eed  o r  m a x i m u m  w e ig h t  o r  s ize  w h ic h  can  
be m a in t a in e d  o r  c a r r i e d  w i th  s a f e ty  o v e r  an> su ch  
b r id g e  o r  s t r u c t u r e  o r  t h r o u g h  a n y  su ch  tu n n e l  o r  u n ­
d e r p a s s  w h e n  su ch  b r id g e ,  s t r u c tu r e ,  t u n n e l ,  o r  u n d e r ­
pass  is s ign  pos ted  a s  h e r e in a f t e r  p ro v id ed .  T h e  s e c r e t a r y  
o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  i f  it be a b r id g e ,  s t r u c t u r e ,  tu n n e l ,  or 
u n d e r p a s s  u p o n  a s t a t e  h ig h w a y ,  o r  th e  g o v e r n in g  bo dy  
or  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  a n y  c o u n ty ,  c i ty ,  o r  tow n ,  i f  it be  up on  
r o a d s  o r  s t r e e t s  u n d e r  th e i r  j u r i s d ic t io n ,  m a y  r e s t r i c t  the  
sp eed  w h ic h  m a y  be  m a in t a in e d  o r  th e  g ro s s  w e ig h t  or 
s ize  w h ic h  m a y  be  o p e r a t e d  u p o n  o r  o v e r  a n y  su ch  
b r id g e  o r  e lev a ted  s t r u c t u r e  o r  t h r o u g h  a n y  su ch  tu n n e l  
o r  u n d e r p a s s  w i th  s a f e ty  th e r e to .  T h e  s e c r e t a r y  o r  the  
g o v e r n in g  b o d y  o r  a u th o r i t i e s  o f  a n y  c o u n ty ,  c i ty ,  or 
to w n  h a v in g  ju r i s d ic t io n  sh a l l  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  d e c l a r e  the  
m a x i m u m  sp ee d  o r  m a x i m u m  g ro ss  w e ig h t  o r  s ize  w h ich  
su ch  b r id g e ,  e lev a ted  s t r u c tu r e ,  tu n n e l ,  o r  u n d e r p a s s  can  
w i th s t a n d  o r  a c c o m m o d a t e  a n d  sh a l l  c a u s e  s u i t a b l e  s igns  
s t a l i n g  s u c h  m a x i m u m  sp ee d  o r  m a x i m u m  g ro ss  w e ig h t ,  
o r  s ize ,  o r  e i th e r ,  to  be e re c te d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  o n  the  
r ig h t  h a n d  s id e  o f  s u c h  h ig h w a y ,  ro a d ,  o r  s t r e e t  a n d  a t  a 
d i s t a n c e  o f  no t less t h a n  o n e  h u n d r e d  fget f ro m  e a c h  end  
o f  s u c h  b r id g e ,  s t r u c tu r e ,  tu n n e l ,  o r  u n d e r p a s s  a n d  on  
th e  a p p r o a c h  th e re to :  Provided, T h a t  in th e  ev e n t  t h a t  
a n y  s u c h  b r id g e ,  e le v a te d  s t r u c tu r e ,  t u n n e l ,  o r  u n d e r p a s s  
is u p o n  a c i ty  s t r e e t  d e s ig n a t e d  by  th e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
c o m m is s io n  a s  f o r m in g  a p a r t  o f  t h e  r o u te  o f  a n y  s t a te  
h ig h w a y  th r o u g h  a n y  s u c h  i n c o r p o r a t e d  c i ty  o r  to w n  "he 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  a n y  m a x i m u m  sp ee d  o r  m a x i m u m  gross  
w e ig h t  o r  s ize  w h ich  s u ch  b r id g e ,  e l e v a te d  s t r u c tu r e ,  
tu n n e l ,  o r  u n d e r p a s s  c a n  w i t h s t a n d  o r  a c c o m m o d a t e  
sh a l l  n o t  be e n f o r c e a b le  a t  a n y  sp ee d ,  w e ig h t ,  o r  s ize  less
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"un the m a x im u m  a l lo w ed  by  law ,  u n le s s  w i th  th e  ap -  
*oval in w ri t in g  o f  th e  s e c r e t a r y .  U p o n  th e  t r ia l  o f  a n y  
xrson ch a rg ed  w i th  a v io la t ion  o f  th i s  se c t io n ,  p r o o f  o f  
mher violation o f  m a x i m u m  sp ee d  o r  m a x i m u m  w e ig h t ,  
’ size, o r  c i th e r ,  a n d  th e  d i s t a n c e  a n d  lo c a t io n  o f  s u ch  

• £ns as a re  r e q u i r e d ,  sh a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  c o n c lu s iv e  ev id en c e  
f the m a x im u m  sp eed  o r  m a x i m u m  w e ig h t ,  o r  s ize ,  o r  

nther, which c a n  be m a i n t a i n e d  o r  c a r r i e d  w i th  s a fe ty  
' ' t r  such b r id g e  o r  c o a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  o r  t h r o u g h  s u c h  
'unncl or  u n d e rp - j i i .  (1 9 7 7  ex.s.  c  151 § 39 ; 1961 c 12 § 
-6 48.080. P r ior ;  1937 c  189 § 70 ; R R S  § 6 3 6 0 - 7 0 .  
formerly RCAV 4 6 .4 8 .0 8 0 . )

M oral requirem ents S ererab ililv  1977 ex.s. c 151: See
4’ OS 070 and 47 98.080.

16.61.455 V ehic les  w ith  so lid  v  ho l low  c u s h io n  t i res .
Il shall be u n la w fu l  to  o p e r a t e  a n y  v eh ic le  e q u ip p e d  o r  
:urtlv equ ipped  w i th  so lid  r u b b e r  t i r e s  o r  ho l low  c e n t e r  
-cushion tires, o r  to  o p e r a t e  a n y  c o m b in a t io n  o f  veh ic le s  
any part o f  w h ich  is e q u ip p e d  o r  p a r t l y  e q u ip p e d  w i th  
mlid rubber  t ires  o r  ho l low  c e n t e r  c u s h io n  t i re s ,  so  long  
as solid ru b b e r  t i res  o r  ho l low  c e n t e r  c u s h io n  t i r e s  m a y  
he used u n d e r  th e  prov is ions  o f  th i s  t i t le ,  u p o n  a n y  p u b -  
fic highway o f  th i s  s t a t e  a t  a g r e a te r  r a t e  o f  sp ee d  t h a n  
'tn miles per hour .  [1961 c 12 § 46 .48 .1  10. P r io r :  1947 c 
:no § I I ;  1937 c 189 § 73; R e m .  S u p p .  1947 § 6 3 6 0 - 7 3 .  
Formerly R C W  4 6 . 4 8 . 1 10.j

46.61.460 S p ec ia l  sp eed  l im i ta t io n  on  m o to r - d r iv e n
cycle. N o  person  shal l  o p e r a t e  a n y  m o t o r - d r i v e n  cyc le  a t  
any time m e n t io n e d  in R C W  4 6 . 3 7 . 0 2 0  a t  a  s p e e d  
greater th an  t h i r t y - f i v e  miles p e r  h o u r  u n le ss  s u ch  m o-  
:-'r driven cycle  is e q u ip p e d  w ith  a h e a d  l a m p  o r  l a m p s  
*hich are  a d e q u a t e  to reveal a p e r so n  o r  v eh ic le  a t  a 
distance o f  th ree  h u n d r e d  feet a h e a d .  [1 9 6 5  ex.s.  c 155 §

46.61.465 E x c ee d in g  speed  l im it  ev idence  o f  r e c k le s s  
driving. T h e  u n la w fu l  o p e ra t io n  o f  a  v eh ic le  in excess  o f  
the m ax im um  law fu l sp eed s  p ro v id e d  in th is  c h a p t e r  a t  
the point o f  o p e ra t io n  a n d  u n d e r  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  d c -  
wribed shall be p r im a  facie  e v id en c e  o f  th e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  
j motor vehicle  in a reck less  m a n n e r  by  th e  o p e r a t o r  
thereof. [1961 c 12 § 4 6 .4 8 .0 2 6 .  P r io r :  1951 c 28 § 12; 
1949 c 196 § 6. p a r t ;  1947 c 2 0 0  § 8. p a r t ;  1937 c 189 § 
M, part; R em . S u p p .  1949 § 6 3 6 0 - 6 4 ,  p a r t ;  1927 c 3 0 9  
j  3. part:  1923 c  181 S 6, p a r t ;  1921 c 96  § 27 ,  p a r t ;  
1917 c 155 § 16, p a r t ;  1915 c  142 § 24 .  p a r t ;  R R S  § 
6362-3, par t;  1909 c  24 9  § 2 7 9 ,  p a r t ;  R e m .  & Bal.  § 
2531, part.  F o rm er ly  R C W  4 6 .4 8 .0 2 6 . )

46.61.470 S p ee d  t r a p s  de f in ed ,  c e r t a i n  ty p e s  p e r m i t ­
ted M ea su re d  c o u rse s ,  sp ee d  m e a s u r in g  dev ices ,  l im ­
ing from a i r c r a f t .  ( I ) N o  ev id en c e  a s  to  th e  sp ee d  o f  a n y  
vehicle o p e ra ted  u p o n  a p u b l ic  h ig h w a y  by a n y  p e rso n  
arrested for v io la t ion  o f  a n y  o f  th e  law s  o f  th is  s t a t e  
regarding speed o r  o f  a n y  o r d e r s ,  ru le s ,  o r  r e g u la t i o n s  o f  
any city or tow n  or  o th e r  po l i t ic a l  su b d iv is io n  r e la t in g  
thereto shall be  a d m i t t e d  in e v id e n c e  in n n y  c o u r t  a t  a 
vubsequent t r ia l  o f  s u c h  pe rson  in e a s e  s u c h  e v id en c e  re ­
lates to o r  is ba sed  up o n  th e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o r  use  o f  a

sp ee d  t r a p  excep t  a s  p ro v id ed  in su b s e c t io n  (2 )  o f  th is  
se c t io n .  A  "sp eed  t r a p ,"  w i th in  th e  m e a n in g  o f  th is  s e c ­
t io n ,  is a p a r t i c u l a r  sec t io n  o f  o r  d i s t a n c e  on  a n y  p u b l ic  
h ig h w a y ,  th e  le n g th  o f  w h ic h  h a s  been  o r  is m e a s u r e d  o f f  
o r  o th e rw is e  d e s ig n a te d  o r  d e t e r m i n e d ,  a n d  th e  l im i ts  o f  
w h ich  a re  w i th in  th e  v is ion o f  a n y  o f f ic e r  o r  o f f ice rs  w h o  
c a lc u la te  t h e  sp ee d  o f  a veh ic le  p a s s in g  th r o u g h  s u ch  
s p ee d  t r a p  by  u s in g  th e  la p sed  t im e  d u r i n g  w h ich  su ch  
v eh ic le  t rav e ls  b e tw e en  th e  e n t r a n c e  a t .d  ex i t  o f  s u ch  
s p ee d  t r a p ,

(2 )  E v id en ce  s h a l l  be  a d m is s ib le  a g a in s t  a n y  p e rso n  
a r r e s t e d  o r  issued a  n o t ic e  o f  a  t r a f f i c  i n f r a c t io n  for v io­
l a t io n  o f  a n y  o f  th e  law s  o f  th is  s t a t e  o r  o f  a n y  o r d e r s ,  
ru le s ,  o r  r e g u la t io n s  o f  a n y  c i ty  o r  tow n  o r  o th e r  po l i t ica l  
su b d iv is io n  r e g a r d in g  sp ee d  if  th e  s a m e  is d e t e r m in e d  by 
a  p a r t i c u l a r  se c t io n  o f  o r  d i s t a n c e  on  a  p u b l ic  h ig h w a y ,  
th e  le n g th  o f  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  a c c u r a t e l y  m e a s u r e d  o f f  o r  
o th e rw is e  d e s ig n a te d  o r  d e t e r m i n e d  a n d  e i th e r ;  ( a )  T h e  
l im i ts  o f  w h ic h  a r e  c o n t ro l l e d  by  a  m e c h a n ic a l ,  e l e c t r i ­
c a l ,  o r  o t h e r  d ev ice  c a p a b le  o f  m e a s u r in g  o r  r e c o rd in g  
th e  sp eed  o f  a v eh ic le  p a s s in g  w i th in  s u c h  l im its ;  o r  ( b )  a 
l im in g  d ev ice  is o p e r a t e d  f ro m  a n  a i r c r a f t ,  w h ic h  l im in g  
d e v ice  w h e n  used  to  m e a s u r e  th e  e lap se d  t im e  o f  a v e h i ­
c le  p a s s in g  over  s u ch  a p a r t i c u l a r  sec t io n  o f  o r  d i s t a n c e  
u p o n  a p u b l ic  h ig h w a y  in d ic a te s  t h e  sp ee d  o f  a vehicle .

( 3 )  T h e  e x c e p t io n s  o f  s u b s e c t io n  (2 )  o f  th is  sec t ion  a r e  
l im i te d  to  dev ices  o r  o b s e rv a t io n s  w ith  a  m a x i m u m  e r r o r  
o f  not to  exceed  five p e r c e n t  u s in g  th e  l a p se d  t im e  d u r ­
ing  w h ic h  su ch  v eh ic le  t r a v e ls  b e tw e en  s u c h  l im its ,  a n d  
s u c h  l im i ts  shall  no t be c lo se r  th a n  o n e - f o u r t h  m ile .  
[1981 c  105 § I; 1961 c  12 § 4 6 .4 8 .1 2 0 .  P r io r :  1937 c 
189 § 74 ; R R S  § 6 3 6 0 - 7 4 ;  1927 c  3 0 9  § 7; R R S  § 
6 3 6 2 - 7 .  F o rm e r ly  R C W  4 6 . 4 8 , 120 . |

4 6 .6 1 .4 7 5  C h a r g in g  v io la t ions  o f  sp eed  reg u la t io n s .
( I )  In ev e ry  c h a r g e  o f  v io la t io n  o f  a n y  sp ee d  reg u la t io n  
in th is  c h a p t e r  th e  c o m p la in t ,  a l so  th e  s u m m o n s  or  n o ­
t ice  to  a p p e a r ,  sh a l l  sp ec ify  t h e  a p p r o x im a te  sp eed  a t  
w h ic h  th e  d e f e n d a n t  is a l l e g e d  to  have  d r iv en ,  a lso  th e  
m a x i m u m  sp eed  a p p l i c a b le  w i th in  th e  d is t r ic t  o r  a t  th e  
lo ca t io n .  (1 9 6 5  ex.s. c  155 § 58 .)

R E C K L E S S  D R I V I N G .  D R I V I N G  W H I L E  
I N T O X I C A T E D ,  V E H I C U L A R  H O M I C I D E  A N D  

A S S A U L T

4 6 . 6 1 . 5 0 0  R e c k l e s s  d r iv in g  P e n a l t y .  ( I )  A n y
p e rso n  w h o  d r iv e s  a n y  veh ic le  in w ilfu l  o r  w a n to n  d i s r e ­
g a r d  fo r  th e  s a f e ty  o f  p e rso n s  o r  p r o p e r ty  is g u i l ty  o f  
reck less  d r iv in g .  V io la t io n  o f  th e  p rov is io ns  o f  th is  s e c ­
t io n  is a  m is d e m e a n o r .

(2 )  T h e  l icense  o r  p e r m i t  to  d r iv e  o r  a n y  n o n re s id e n t  
p r iv i leg e  o f  a n y  p e rso n  co n v ic te d  o f  reck le ss  d r iv in g  sha l l  
be  s u s p e n d e d  b y  th e  d e p a r t m e n t  for n o t  less t h a n  th i r ty  
d a y s .  [1 9 7 9  ex .s .  c  136 § 85; 1967 c  32  § 67 ;  1965 ex.s. c 
155 § 59 .)

R a h s  o f  c o u r t  B a i l  in traffic o f f e n s e  c a s e s  M a n d a t o r y  a p p e a r ­

a n c e  J C r R  2.09.

E ffecthe date S em a b ilily  1*7* e x j .  c 136: See nolex fol­
lowing R C W  4«.63.0I0.
A r r e s t  o f  p e r s o n  i n v o l v e d  in reckless driving: R C W  10. J  1.100.
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o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to  th e  c le rk  o f  a n y  c i ty  o r  to w n  th a t  
su ch  s t r e e t ,  o r  p o r t io n  th e r e o f ,  is n o  lo n g e r  r e q u i r e d  a s  a 
p a r t  o f  th e  s t a t e  h ig h w a y  s y s te m :  Provided further, T h a t  
an y  su ch  c e r t i f i c a t io n  t h a t  a s t r e e t ,  o r  p o r t io n  th e r e o f ,  is 
no lo n g e r  r e q u i r e d  a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  h ig h w a y  sy s te m  
sh a l l  be  m a d e  b e tw e en  th e  f i rs t  a n d  f i f t e e n th  o f  Ju ly  
fo llow ing th e  d e t e r m in a t io n  b y  th e  d e p a r t m e n t  t h a t  s u ch  
s t r e e t  o r  p o r t io n  th e r e o f  is n o  lo n g e r  r e q u i r e d  a s  a p a r t  
o f  th e  s t a t e  h ig h w a y  s y s te m ,  b u t  th i s  sh a l l  no t  p r e v e n t  
th e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  a n y  c i ty  o r  t o w n  f ro m  e n t e r in g  in to  
a n  a g r e e m e n t  th a t  a c i ty  o r  to w n  will a c c e p t  r e s p o n s ib i l ­
ity  fo r  s u ch  a  s t r e e t  o r  p o r t io n  t h e r e o f  a t  s o m e  t im e  
o th e r  th a n  b e tw een  th e  f irs t  a n d  f i f t e e n th  o f  J u ly  o f  a n y  
y e a r .  [1 9 7 9  ex.s.  c  86  § 2: 1977 ex .s .  c  151 § 57 ;  1973 c  
95  § 3 f  1961 c  13 § 4 7 .2 4 .0 1 0 .  P r io r :  1959 c  160 § I; 
1957 c  83 § 2; 1955 c 179 § 2; 19 49  c 2 2 0  § 5, p a r t ;  
1945 c  25 0  § I, p a r t ;  1943 c 82  § 10. p a r t ;  1937 c  187 § 
61 ,  p a r t ;  R e m .  S u p p .  1949 § 6 4 5 0 - 6 1 ,  p a r t . )

S o c ia b ility  1979 t X A .  c 86: See note following R C W  1.1 24.040.

47.24.020 Ju r i s d ic t io n ,  c o n t ro l  o f  s u c h  s t r e e t s .  T h e
ju r i sd ic t io n ,  c o n t ro l ,  a n d  d u t y  o f  t h e  s l a t e  a n d  c i ty  o r  
to w n  w ith  re s p e c t  to  s u c h  s t r e e t s  s h a l l  be as  follows:

( 1 )  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  n o  a u t h o r i t y  to  c h a n g e  o r  e s ­
ta b l i sh  a n y  g r a d e  o f  a n y  s u ch  s t r e e t  w i th o u t  a p p ro v a l  o f  
th e  g o v e rn in g  bo dy  o f  s u c h  c i ty  o r  to w n ,  e x c e p t  w i th  r e ­
s p e c t  t o  l im i t e d  a c c e s s  f a c i l i t i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  th e  
co m m iss io n ;

(2 )  T h e  c i ty  o r  to w n  sh a l l  e x e rc is e  full r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
for a n d  c o n tro l  over  a n y  s u c h  s t r e e t  b e y o n d  th e  c u r b s  
a n d  if  no  c u r b  is in s ta l led ,  b ey o n d  t h a t  p o r t io n  o f  th e  
h ig h w a y  used  for h ig h w a y  p u rp o s e s .  H o w e v e r ,  w i th in  
in c o rp o r a te d  c it ies  a n d  to w n s  th e  t i t l e  to  a s t a t e  l im i te d  
a c ce s s  h ig h w a y  vests in th e  s t a t e ,  a n d ,  n o tw i th s t a n d in g  
a n y  o th e r  provision o f  th is  s e c t io n ,  th e  d j p a r t m c n t  sha l l  
e x e rc ise  full ju r i s d ic t io n ,  r e sp o n s ib i l i ty ,  a n d  c o n t ro l  lo 
a n d  over  s u c h  f ac i l i ty  as  p r o v id e d  in c h a p t e r  4 7 .5 2  
R C W ;

(3 )  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  has  a u t h o r i t y  to  p r o h ib i t  th e  s u s ­
pen s ion  o f  s ig ns ,  b a n n e rs ,  o r  d e c o r a t i o n s  a b o v e  th e  p o r ­
t ion  o f  s u ch  s t r e e t  b e tw e en  th e  c u r b s  o r  p o r t io n  u sed  for 
h ig h w a y  p u rp o s e s  u p  to  a ve r t ica l  h e ig h t  o f  t w e n ty  feet 
a b o v e  th e  s u r f a c e  o f  th e  ro a d w a y ;

( 4 )  T h e  c i ty  o r  to w n  sh a l l  a t  its o w n  e x p e n s e  m a i n t a i n  
all u n d e r g r o u n d  fac il i t ies  in s u ch  s t r e e ts ,  a n d  h a s  th e  
r ig h t  to  c o n s t r u c t  s u ch  a d d i t io n a l  u n d e r g r o u n d  fac i l i t ie s  
as  m a y  be n ece s sa ry  in s u c h  s t r ee ts ;

(5 )  T h e  c i ty  o r  to w n  has  th e  r ig h t  lo  g r a n t  th e  p r iv i ­
lege to  op en  th e  s u r f a c e  o f  a n y  s u ch  s t r e e t ,  b u t  a ll  d a m ­
a g e  o c c a s io n e d  th e r e b y  shal l  p r o m p t ly  be  r e p a i r e d  e i t h e r  
by  th e  c i ty  o r  tow n  i tse l f  o r  a t  i ts  d i r e c t io n ;

(6 )  T h e  c i ty  o r  to w n  a t  its ow n  e x p en se  sh a l l  p ro v id e  
s t r e e t  i l lu m in a t io n  a n d  sh a l l  c lea n  a l l  s u c h  s t r e e ts ,  in ­
c lu d in g  s to rm  sew er  in le ts  a n d  c a tc h  ba s in s ,  a n d  r em o v e  
all sn ow , e x c e p t  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  sh e l l  w h e n  n e c e s sa ry  p low  
the  sn o w  on th e  r o a d w a y .  In  c i t ies  a n d  to w n s  h a v in g  a 
p o p u la t io n  o f  f if teen  t h o u s a n d  o r  less a c c o r d in g  to  th e  
la tes t  d e t e r m in a t io n  o f  p o p u la t io n  by  th e  o ff ice  o f  f in a n ­
cial m a n a g e m e n t ,  th e  s t a t e ,  w h en  n e c e s sa ry  for p u b l ic  
sa fe ty ,  sh a l l  a s s u m e ,  a t  its e x p en se ,  re sp o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  th e

s ta b i l i ty  o f  th e  s lopes  o f  c u t s  a n d  fills a n d  th e  e m b an k ­
m e n ts  w i th in  th e  r ig h t  o f  w a y  lo p r o te c t  th e  ro ad w ay  it­
self. T h e  s t a t e  sh a l l  in s ta l l ,  m a i n t a i n ,  a n d  o p e ra te  all 
i l lu m in a t in g  fac i l i t ie s  o n  a n y  l im i te d  a c c e s s  facil i ty ,  to­
g e t h e r  w ith  i ts  in t e r c h a n g e s ,  l o c a te d  w i th in  t h e  corporate  
l im its  o f  a n y  c i ty  o r  to w n ,  a n d  sh a l l  a s s u m e  a n d  pay the 
cos ts  o f  all s u c h  in s ta l l a t io n ,  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  a n d  operation 
i n c u r r e d  a f t e r  N o v e m b e r  I, 1954;

( 7 )  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  th e  r ig h t  to  u se  all storm 
se w e rs  on  su ch  h ig h w a y s  w i th o u t  co s t ;  a n d  i f  new storm 
s e w e r  fac i l i t ies  a r c  n e c e s s a r y  in c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  new 
s t r e e t s  by  th e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  th e  cos t  o f  th e  fac i l i t ies  shall 
be b o rn e  by th e  s t a t e  a n d / o r  c i ty  a s  m a y  be  mutually 
a g r e e d  u p o n  b e tw e e n  th e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  th e  governing 
b o d y  o f  th e  c i ty  o r  tow n;

( 8 )  C i t ie s  a n d  to w n s  hav e  ex c lu s iv e  r ig h t  to grant 
f r a n c h is e s  no t  in c o n f l ic t  w i th  s l a t e  law s ,  o v e r ,  f j n e a l h ,  
a n d  u p o n  s u ch  s t r e e t s ,  b u t  th e  d e p a r t m e n t  is au thor ized  
to  e n f o r c e  in a n  a c t io n  b r o u g h t  in t h e  n a m e  o f  the  stale 
a n y  c o n d i t io n  o f  a n y  f r a n c h is e  w h ic h  a  c i ty  o r  tow n has 
g r a n t e d  on  s u c h  s t r e e t .  N o  f r a n c h is e  for t r an sp o r ta t io n  
o f  p a s s e n g e r s  in m o to r  veh ic le s  m a y  be g r a n t e d  on  such 
s t r e e t s  w i th o u t  th e  a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  bu t the 
d e p a r t m e n t  sh a l l  no t r e fu s e  to  a p p r o v e  s u c h  franchise 
u n l e s s  a n o t h e r  s t r e e t  c o n v e n i e n t l y  l o c a t e d  a n d  of 
s t r e n g t h  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  lo  s u s t a in  t r a v e l  o f  s u c h  vehicles 
is acce ss ib le ;

(9 )  E v e ry  f r a n c h is e  o r  p e r m i t  g r a n t e d  a n y  pe rson  by a 
c i ty  o r  to w n  for  use  o f  a n y  p o r t io n  o f  s u c h  s t r e e t  by a 
p u b l ic  u t i l i ty  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  g r a n t e e  o r  p e r m i t t e e  to 
r e s to r e ,  r e p a i r ,  a n d  r e p la c e  to  its o r ig in a l  c o n d i t io n  any 
p o r t io n  o f  th e  s t r e e t  d a m a g e d  o r  i n ju re d  by  it;

( 1 0 )  T h e  c i ty  o r  to w n  h a s  th e  r i g h t  to  issue  overload 
o r  o v c rw id lh  p e r m i t s  for veh ic le s  lo  o p e r a t e  on such 
s t r e e t s  o r  ro a d s  s u b je c t  to  r e g u la t io n s  p r in te d  a n d  dis­
t r i b u t e d  to  the  c i t ie s  a n d  to w n s  by th e  d e p a r t m e n t ;

( 11)  C i t ie s  a n d  to w n s  sh a l l  r e g u l a t e  a n d  en fo rc e  all 
t r a f f i c  a n d  p a r k in g  r e s t r ic t io n s  on  s u c h  s t r e e t s ,  b u t  all 
r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p te d  b y  a c i ty  o r  to w n  r e la t in g  to  speed, 
p a r k in g ,  a n d  t r a f f i c  c o n t ro l  d ev ice s  on  s u c h  s t r e e ts  not 
id e n t ic a l  to  s t a t e  law  r e l a t i n g  t h e r e t o  a r c  s u b je c t  to  the 
a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  b e fo re  b e c o m in g  effective. 
All  r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a in in g  lo  sp ee d ,  p a r k in g ,  a n d  traffic 
c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s  r e l a t i n g  to  s u c h  s t r e e t s  h e r e to f o r e  
a d o p t e d  by a c i ty  o r  tow n  n o t  id e n t ic a l  w i th  s t a t e  laws 
sh a l l  b e c o m e  nu ll  a n d  void u n le ss  a p p r o v e d  by the  de­
p a r t m e n t  h e r e to fo re  o r  w i th in  o n e  y e a r  a f t e r  M a r c h  21, 
1963;

( 1 2 )  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  sh a l l  e re c t ,  c o n t ro l ,  a n d  m a in ­
ta in  a t  s t a t e  e x p e n s e  all  ro u te  m a r k e r s  a n d  d irec t iona l  
s ig n s ,  e x c e p t  s t r e e t  s ig ns ,  on  s u c h  s t r a e t s ;

( 1 3 )  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  sh a l l  in s ta l l ,  o p e r a t e ,  m a in ta in ,  
a n d  c o n t ro l  a t  s t a t e  e x p e n s e  a l l  t r a f f i c  c o n t ro l  signals,  
s ig ns ,  a n d  t r a f f i c  c o n t ro l  d ev ice s  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  reg­
u l a t i n g  b o th  p e d e s t r i a n  a n d  m o to r  v e h ic u la r  t r a f f i c  on, 
e n t e r i n g  u p o n ,  o r  le av in g  s t a t e  h ig h w a y s  in c i t ies  and 
to w n s  h a v in g  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  f i f te e n  t h o u s a n d  o r  less ac ­
c o r d in g  to  th e  la te s t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  p o p u la t io n  by the 
o ff ice  o f  f in a n c ia l  m a n a g e m e n t .  S u c h  c i t ie s  a n d  towns 
m a y  s u b m i t  to  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a p la n  for t r a f f i c  control 
s i g n a l s ,  s ig n s ,  a n d  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  d e v ice s  d e s i r e d  by

(Till* 47 RCW — p 68) (I'm Ed)
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tha t more quickly accomplish the procedures 
established under such provisions.

(5) Any incorporated eitv  may by ordinance 
require th a t the driver of a vehicle involved in an 
accident file with a designated city departm ent a 
copy of any report required to be filed under ORS 
811.725. All such reports shall be for the confi­
dential use of the city  departm ent but subject tc 
the same requirem ents for release of such reports 
as provided for the release of such reports by the 
division under ORS 802.220 and 802.240. |I983  
c.3.16 58. 19 85 c.18 5 7 .1985 c .lT l 52.1955 c 1 5 9  §2a]

8 0 1 .0 4 5  P e r m is s iv e  u se  o f  p r iv a te  
ro a d w a y . N othing in th e  provisions of the 
vehicle code described in th is section shall p re­
vent the owner of real property used by the public 
for purposes of vehicular travel by permission of 
the owner and not as a m atter of right from 
prohibiting such use, or from requiring different 
or additional conditions than  those specified or 
from otherwise regulating such use os may seem 
best to such owner. Thi9 section applies to the 
provisions of the vehicle code relating to aban­
doned vehicles, vehicle equipm ent, regulation of 
vehicle size, weight and load, the m anner of 
operation of vehicles and use o f roads by persons, 
anim als and vehicles, 11983 c.338 19|

8 0 1 .0 5 0  P r iv i le g e  o f  m o to r is t  lo  u se  
h ig h w a y s .  Subject to compliance with the 
motor vehicle law of this state, owners and oper­
ators of motor vehicles are granted the privilege 
of using the highways of this state. 11953 c,338 510: 
1985 c .lfi 581

8 0 1 .0 5 6  W e ig h t s t a n d a rd s ;  D e p a r t ­
m en t o f T r a n s p o r ta t io n  re s p o n s ib i l ity  fo r  
w e ig h t d e te r m in a t io n .  (1) References in the 
vehicle code to weights and measures refer to 
United S tates S tandards thereof.

(2) For purposes of the vehicle code, the 
weights of vehicles, com binations of vehicles, 
parts of vehicles, wheels or axles shall be deter­
mined by the use of methods, procedures and 
devices established by the D epartm ent of T ran s­
portation  by rule. T he rules established in accord­
ance w ith this subsection may include any or all 
of the following:

(a) M ethods and procedures to determ ine 
weights when weighing devices or facilities are 
not convenient.

(b) S tandards and certification procedures 
for weighing devices.

(c) Any o ther rules the departm ent deter­
mines necessary or convenient for purposes of 
th is su b se c l.m  (19 83c.338 Sit: l9 8 5 c .l? Z  (i]

D E F IN IT IO N S
8 0 1 .1 0 0  D e f in i t io n s  g e n e ra l ly .  Except 

where the context requires otherwise, the defini­
tions given in the  vehicle code govern its con­
struction. |1983 c.338 512)

8 0 1 .1 0 5  " A d m in is t r a to r ."  "Adm i­
nistrator" means the A dm inistrator of the M otor 
Vehicles Division. |!993 c.33S  5131

8 0 1 .1 1 0  “A lley ."  “Alley” means a street or 
highway primarily intended to provide access to 
the rear or side of lots or buildings in urban areas 
and not intended for through vehicular traffic. 
(1993 c.338 ! H |

8 0 1 .1 1 5  “A m b u lan ce ."  “Ambulance" 
means any privately or publicly owned m otor 
vehicle th a t is regularly provided or offered to be 
provided for the emergency transportation  of 
persons suffering from illness, injury or disability. 
(1983 r.336 $151

8 0 1 .1 2 0  “A m b u la to ry  d is a b i l i ty .” 
“A m bulatory d isab ility" m eans a d isab ility  

because of which a person:
(1) Is so severely physically and perm anently 

disabled as to be unable to move from place to 
place without the aid of a wheelchair;

(2) Is not able to cross curbs because of 
paralysis or loss of function of the person’s legs;

(3) Is missing one or both  legs; or
(4) H as a perm anently impaired or unsteady 

gait th a t makes it impossible or impractical to 
walk as a means of transportation. (1983 c.338 5161

8 0 1 .1 2 5  “A n tiq u e  v e h ic le ."  “Antique 
vehicle" means a motor vehicle tha t is older thun 
one-half the num ber of years between the  current 
year and 1900 and tha t is m aintained as a collec­
tor's item . (1983 c.338 §I7|

8 0 1 .1 3 0  “A ssem b led  v e h ic le ."  “A sse­
mbled vehicle" means a vehicle:

(1) W ith a body tha t does not resemble any 
particular year model or make o f vehicle:

(2) T h a t is not a vehicle rebuilt by a m anufac­
turer;

(3) T h a t is not a vehicle built in a factory 
where the year model and make are assigned at 
the factory; and

(4) T h a t is not an antique vehicle, a vehicle of 
special interest, a  reconstructed vehicle or a rep ­
lica. 11983 c.338 518: 1985 c.402 §3|

8 0 1 .1 3 5  "A x le ."  “Axle" means any s tru c ­
ture or structures, w hether in one or more seg­
ments, o f any vehicle, supported by wheels and on 
which .he wheels rotate, so spaced longitudinally 
th a t the centers thereof are included between two
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vortical parallel transverse planes 40 inches ap jrt.
Iv-.lo 118 i 19]

8 0 1 .1 4 0  "B a la n c e  t r a i le r ."  “Balance 
trailer" means every trailer, o ther than  a self- 
supporting trailer, pole trailer or sem itrailer, 
designed so th a t its weight and th a t of its load is 
substantially balanced upon its axle nr axles and 
so tha t it couples to the towing vehicle with a 
device other than  a fifth wheel hitch. The defini­
tion in this section ts based upon design features 
and. except as otherwise provided in this section, 
does not prohibit a balance trailer from fitting 
into another classification of trailer based on use. 
its*,I .-..us >:o. mss c it; mi

8 0 1 .1 4 5  “ B a il,"  “Bail" means money or its 
equivalent deposited by a defendant to secure the 
defendant's appearance for a traffic offense, life! 
c i.<s >2i|

8 0 1 .1 5 0  "B ic y c le ."  “Bicycle" means a 
vehicle i hat:

111 Is designed to be operated on the ground 
on wheels;

(2) Has a seat or saddle for use of the rider,
(3) Is designed to travel with not more than  

three wheels in contact w ith  the ground;
141 Is propelled exclusively by hum an power;

and
(51 Has every wheel more than  14 inches in 

diam eter or two tandem wheels e ith er o f which is 
more than  14 inches in diam eter. |t933i-..l.l8 j22|

8 0 1 .1 5 5  "B icy c le  la n e ."  "Bicycle lane” 
means that part of the highway, adjacent to the 
roadway, designated by official signs or markings 
for use by persons riding bicycles except as other- 
w ise specifically provided by law. (ifelc.aiM 52.1|

8 0 1 .1 6 0  "B icy c le  p a th ."  "Bicycle path" 
means a public way, not part of a highway, th a t is 
designated by official signs or markings for use by- 
persons riding bicycles except as otherwise spe­
cifically provided by law. (I98.1c2l.l9 j >4|

8 0 1 .1 6 5  "B us t r a i le r ."  “Bus trailer" 
means any tra iler designed or used for carrying 
human beings. 1198.1 c.3 .l»S25|

8 0 1 .1 7 0  " B u s in e s s  d is t r ic t .” “Business 
district" means the territory  contiguous to a high­
way when 50 percent o r more o f the  frontage 
thereon for a distance of 600 feet or more on one 
side, or 300 feet or more on both sides, is occupied 
by buildings used for business. 11983 c.338126)

8 0 1 .1 7 5  " C a n c e le d ."  “Canceled," with 
reference to driving privileges or vehicle registra­
tion or title, means tha t the driving privileges, 
registration or title are declared void and term i­

nated and new driving privileges, registration or 
title may be obtained only as perm itted by law. 
119*1 c . i t s $27. I fe ic tr > « i0 1

8 0 1 .1 8 0  “C a m p e r."  “Camper" means a 
structure that;

111 Has a floor;
121 Is designed to be mounted upon a motor 

vehicle:
131 Is not perm anently attached to a motor 

vehicle upon which it is mounted;
(4) Is designed to provide facilities for human 

habitation or for camping;
(5) Is six feet or more in overall length;
16) Is five and  one-half feet or more in height 

from floor to ceiling at any point; and
(7) Has no more than  one axle designed to 

support a portion o f the  weight of the camper. 
[1983 c.1.13 $2S|

8 0 1 .1 8 5  “C e r t i f ic a te  o f  t i t le .” “C erti­
ficate of title" means a document issued by any 
jurisdiction specifically as evidence of vehicle 
ownership. Oregon issues certificate of title under 
ORS S03.045. T itles for snowmobiles are issued 
as provided under ORS 807.370. T itles for mobile 
homes are issued as provided under ORS 820.500. 
[193.1c.1.18 (29; l9 S 5 c i « § U |

8 0 1 .1 9 0  "C lass  I a l l - te r r a in  v e h ic le .”
"Class I all-terrain vehicle" means a motorized, 

off-highway recreational vehicle 50 inches or less 
in w idth w ith a dry weight of 600 pounds or less 
tha t travels on three or more low pressure tires 
and has a saddle for the operator. [I985c.459 S2|

8 0 1 .1 9 5  " C o m b in a tio n  o f  v e h ic le s ."
“Com bination of vehicles" means two or more 

vehicles coupled together. 113*1 c .1.18 j l l |
8 0 1 .2 0 0  "C o m m e rc ia l b u s ."  “Commerci­

al bus" means every m otor vehicle designed or 
used for carrying passengers and their personal 
baggage and express for compensation, except:

(1) Taxicabs that:
(a) Are passenger vehicles w ith a passenger 

seating capacity th a t does not exceed five;
(b) Carry passengers for hire where destina­

tion and  route traveled may be controlled by a 
passenger and the fare is calculated on the basis 
of any com bination of an initial fee. distance 
traveled or waiting time;

(c) Are operated under a current license or 
perm it issued by a city, county or o ther unit of 
ioc.il government where a perm it or license is 
required for the operation of a taxicab; and

(d) T ransport persons or property, or both, 
between points in Oregon.

13
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vehicle and ordinarily used for transporting long 
or irregular loads capable generally of sustaining 
themselves as beams between the towing vehicle 
and the trailer. The definition in this sectiun is 
b a s rJ on design features and, except as otherwise 
p n n  .ded in th is section, does not prohibit a pole 
trailer from fitting into  another category of trailer 
based on use. u s s a c .w  §T0|

8 0 1 .3 9 5  " P o lic e  o f f ic e r .” "Police officer" 
includes a member of the Oregon S tate  Police, a 
sheriff, a deputy sheriff or a c ity  police officer. 
|I 9 S 3 c 3 3 9 |7 I |

8 0 1 .4 0 0  " P r e m is e s  o pen  to  th e  p u b lic .”
“Prem ises open to  the  public" includes any 

premises open to the general public for the use of 
m otor vehicles, w hether the prem ises are publicly 
or privately owned and  w hether or not a fee is 
charged for the use of the premises. 11993 c.338 §72)

8 0 1 .4 0 5  “ R e c o n s tru c te d  v e h ic le ."  
"Reconstructed vehicle" means either:

111 A vehicle that:
(a) Has a body th a t resembles and primarily 

is a particular year model or make of vehicle;
(b) Is not a vehicle rebuilt by a manufacturer:
(c) Is not a vehicle built in a factory where the 

year model and make are assigned at the factory; 
and

id) Is not a replica: or
(2) A m otor truck tha t has been rebuilt using 

a component kit if the m anufacturer of the kit 
assigns a vehicle identification num ber and pro­
vides a m anufacturer's certificate of origin for the 
kit. |I9?3  c 339 §73; 1993 c.402 U |

8 0 1 .4 1 0  " R e g is t r a t io n ” o r  " r e g is te r ."  
"Registration" or "register" means, when used in 

reference to vehicles, the recording of a vehicle as 
authorized for use w ith in  a jurisdiction  and 
includes any docum entation or devices issued as 
evidence of tha t authorization. T h is state regis­
ters vehicles as provided under ORS 803.350. 11983 
c 339 §76|

8 0 1 .4 1 5  " R e g is t r a t io n  p la te ."  
"Registration plate" m eans a plate issued by a 

jurisdiction as evidence of vehicle registration. 
T his sta te  issues registration plates under ORS 
803.520. |1983 c 338 §79. 1955 c.16 §22|

8 0 1 .4 2 0  " R e g is t r a t io n  w e ig h t.” 
“Registration weight" means the loaded weight 

required to be declared and established as the 
maximum loaded weight a t which certain vehi­
cles will be operated on the  highway. Vehicles for 
which registration weights must be declared and 
established and the procedures for establishing

registration weights are described under ORS
803.430. [1993 c 335 ( 77. 1993 c 16 f.’I I

8 0 1 .4 2 5  “Replica.” "Replica," when used 
to refer to vehicles, means a vehicle with a body 
built to resemble and be a reproduction of 
another vehicle of a given year and given manu­
facturer. 11995 c 402 (.'I

8 0 1 .4 3 0  “R e s id e n c e  d is t r ic t .” “Reside­
nce district” means the territory contiguous to a 
highway not comprising a business district when 
the frontage on one or both sides of the highway 
for a distance of 300 feet or more is mainly 
occupied by:

(1) Dwellings, churches, public parks within 
cities or other residential service facilities: or

(2) Dwellings and building:, used for business. 
11983 c.338 §79|

8 0 1 .4 3 5  "Revoked.” "Revoked" with ref­
erence to driving privileges, vehicle registration 
or vehicle title means the termination thereof 
with new driving privileges or vehicle registration 
or vehicle title obtainable only as permitted by 
law. |1983 c.338 §80|

8 0 1 .4 4 0  “ R ig h t o f  w a y .” "Right of wav' 
means the right of one vehicle or pedestrian to 
proceed in a lawful manner in preference to 
another vehicle or pedestrian approaching under 
such circumstances of direction, speed and prox­
imity as to give rise to danger of collision unless 
one grants precedence to the other. 11993c.338 §si|

8 0 1 .4 4 5  “Road authority." “Road 
authority" means the body authorized to exercise 
authority over a road, highway, street or alley 
under ORS 810.010. (I983c3;is §821

8 0 1 .4 5 0  " R o a d w a y ."  “Roadway" means 
the portion of a highway that is improved, 
designed cr ordinarily used for vehicular travel, 
exclusive of the shoulder. In the event a highway 
includes two or more separate roadways the term 
"roadway” shall refer to any such roadway sepa­
rately, but not to all such roadways collectively. 
11983 C.33S §83)

8 0 1 .4 5 5  “School activity vehicle.” 
“School activity vehicle" means a vehicle, other 

than a school bus, that is used to transport 
students to or from authorized school activities 
and that is not described by any of the following:

(!) A vehicle under regulation of the Public 
Utility Commissioner of Oregon, the United 
States Department of Transportation or the 
Interstate Commerce Commission.

(2) A vehicle, commonly known as a private 
passenger car or private passenger van. that is 
used by the owner of the vehicle or a relative of

the owner 
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(e) T h e  expense of erecting any sign under 
this subsection shall be borne by the road au thor­
ity having jurisdiction over the highway

(0 All signs erected under this subsection 
shall comply w ith ORS 810.200.

(gl A speed established under this subsection 
may be effective for not more than  120 days.

Ih) If the board establishes an emergency 
tem porary speed under th is subsection, the board 
shall determ ine w hether the board should perm a­
nently change the speed w ithin 120 days after the 
speed becomes effective. T he board shall use 
authority  otherw ise granted to the board under 
th is section if the board determ ines to perm a­
nently establish the speec.

(i) T he board may only establish a speed 
under th is subsection upon the application of the 
road authority  for the  highway. | I9s.ic.ti38 5162. tsss
c IM M |

8 1 0 .1 9 0  S ta te  S p eed  C o n tro l B o a rd  
p ro c e d u re * . The State Speed Control Board is 
subject to the following procedures while exercis­
ing its authority under ORS 810.180 unless other- 
' •ise prcvided under ORS 810.180.

(1) If the change in speed is requested by the 
road authority for a highway, the road authority 
must make written application for the board to 
conduct an investigation with respect to speed on 
the highway under this section. An application 
required under this subsection must state the 
speed recommended for the highway or section of 
highway by the requesting road authority.

(2) T h e  board may determ ine the speed to 
designate under its  au thority  by making or caus­
ing to be made an engineering and traffic investi­
gation w ith  respect lo  the existing speed on the 
highway.

(3) The board may make the investigation 
required under this section or. when requested by 
the road authority, may allow the following:

(a) The road authority to make the investiga­
tion and make a report of the investigation to the 
board.

(b) A city to make the investigation with 
respect to any highway within its corporate limits 
that is under the jurisdiction of the commission 
or a county and report the results of the investiga­
tion to the board.

(4) The board shall allow any road authority 
that is requesting an investigation under this 
section to participate with the board in the inv i- 
tigation.

(5) The board:

(a) May change the existing speed on the 
highway if the investigation establishes to the 
satisfaction of the board that the existing desig­
nated speed is greater or less than reasonable or 
safe under the conditions at the area.

(b) Shall not make a final determination to 
change a speed under this section unless the 
board has provided due notice and opportunity 
for hearing to the road authority affected thereby.

(c) Shall give written notice to affected road 
authority of the board's determination concern­
ing a designated speed under this section.

(6) An affected road authority may file w-rit- 
un objections to any speed established by the 
board under this section. If the road authority 
files a writUn objection and requests a hearing 
not more than 10 days after signs establishing the 
speed are posted, the board shall hold a hearing to 
reconsider the speed after giving written notice of 
the hearing to the affected road authority. The 
hearing must be held more than five days after 
giving of the writUn notice. 11983 cJM 1103; l98Sc.l6 
*52|

(T ra ff ic  C o n tro l D ev ices)
8 1 0 .2 0 0  U n ifo rm  s ta n d a r d s  fo r  t ra f f ic  

c o n tro l  d ev ice s : u n ifo rm  system o f  m a r k in g  
a n d  s ig n in g  h ig h w a y s . (1) The commission 
may exercise the following authority with respect 
to the marking, signing and use of traffic control 
devices in this state:

(a) The commission shall adopt a manual and 
specifications of uniform standards for traffic 
control devices consistent with the provisions of 
the vehicle code for use upon highways in this 
slau.

(b) The commission is authorized to provide 
a uniform system of marking and signing high­
ways within the boundaries of this state.

(c) The commission is authorized lo deter­
mine the character or type of traffic control 
devices to be used in this state.

(2) The authority granted under this section 
is subject to all of the following:

(a) The system of marking and signing estab­
lished under this section shall correlate with and. 
as far as possible, conform to the system adopted 
in other states. The commission may include in 
the system signs and signals that show interna­
tionally recognized and approved symbols.

(b) So far as practicable, all traffic control 
devices in this state shall be uniform as lo type 
and location.
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pedestrian has entered the roadway and is carry­
ing a » hue cane or is accompanied by a dog guide. 
T h is paragraph applies no tw ithstand ing  any 
o ther provisions of the vehicle code relating to 
traffic control devices.

(2) T h is section is subject to the provisions 
and definitions relating to the rights of pedestri­
ans who are blind or blind and deaf under ORS 
814.110.

(31 The offense described in th is section, 
failure to yield the right of way to a blind pedes­
trian, isa  Class B traffic infraction. 1198.1c US(549. 
1985C.I6 S250I

3 1 1 .0 4 0  F a i lu r e  to  y ie ld  to  p e d e s tr ia n  
p ro c e e d in g  u n d e r  t rn f f ic  c o n tro l  d ev ices; 
p e n a lly .  (1) T he driver of a vehicle commits the 
offense of failure to yield to a pedestrian proceed­
ing under traffic control devices if the driver does 
not yield the right of way to  a pedestrian who is:

(a) Proceeding under a pedestrian control 
signal under ORS 814.010.

(b) Lawfully w ith in  an in te rsec tio n  o r 
crosswalk in accordance w ith any traffic control 
device in a m anner tha t complies with ORS 
814.010.

(2) The offense described in this section, 
failure to yield to a pedestrian proceeding under 
traffic control devices, is a Class B traffic infrac­
tion, 1198.1 c .118 §550.1985 c 16 §28l|

8 1 1 .0 4 5  F a i lu r e  to  y ie ld  to  p e d e s tr ia n  
w h e n  m a k in g  tu r n  a t  s to p  lig h t:  p e n a lty .

(1) A person commits the offense of failure to 
yield to a pedestrian when making a turn  at a stop 
light if the person is driving a vehicle tha t is 
making a turn  a t a red light perm itted under ORS 
811.335 and the person does not yield the right of 
way to pedestrians lawfully w ithin an adjacent 
crosswalk.

(2) T he offense described in th is section, 
failure to yield to a pedestrian when making a 
turn  at a stop light, is a Class B traffic infraction.
(198.1 c.338 §551)

8 1 1 .0 5 0  F a i lu r e  to  y ie ld  to  b icy c le  on 
b icy c le  lan e . (1) A person commits the offense 
of failure of a motor vehicle operator to yield to a 
bicycle on a bicycle lane if the  person is operating 
a m otor vehicle and the person does not yield the 
right of way to a person operating a bicycle or 
moped upon a bicycle lane.

(2) This section does not require persons 
operating mopeds lo yield the right of way to 
bicycles if the mopeds are operated on bicycle 
lanes in the  m an ner p e rm itted  under ORS 
811.440.

(3) T he offense described in th is section, 
failure of a m otor vehicle operator to yield to a 
bicycle on a bicycle lane, is a Class B traffic 
infraction. )l?sic .138 (698.19551 is (3.16)

8 1 1 ,0 5 5  Failure to yield to bicyclist on 
sidewalk. (II The driver of a m otor vehicle 
com m its the offense of failure to yield the right of 
way to a bicyclist on a sidewalk if the  driver does 
not yield the right of way to any bicyclist on a 
sidewalk.

121 The driver of a m otor vehicle is not in 
violation of th is section when a bicyclist is oper­
ating in violation of ORS 814.410. N othing in 
this subsection relieves the driver of a motor 
vehicle from the duty to exercise due care.

',31 The offense described in th is section, 
failure to yield the right of way to a bicyclist on a 
sidewalk, is a Class C traffic infraction, i 1981 c.338 
§702. 1985 c 16 §3401

SPEED  
(B asic  R u le)

8 1 1 .1 0 0  V io la tio n  o f  b a s ic  sp e e d  ru le ;  
p e n a lty .  (1) A person commits the offense of 
violating the basic speed rule if the pereon drives 
a vehicle upon a highway at a speed greater than 
is reasonable and prudent, having due regard to 
all of the following:

(a) T he traffic.
(b) The Burface and width of the highway.
(c) The hazard at intersections.
(d) Weather.
(e) Visibility.
(0 Any other conditions then existing.
(2) The following apply to the offense 

described in this section:
(a) The offense is as applicable on an alley as 

on any other highway.
(b) Speeds that arc prima facie evidence of 

violation of this section are established by ORS 
811.105.

(c) This section and ORS 811.105 establish 
limitation on speeds that are in addition to max­
imum speeds established and subject to penalty 
as described in the following:

(A) A fuel conservation maximum speed limit 
under ORS 811.110.

(B) Maximum speeds for motor trucks and 
passenger transport vehicles under ORS 811.115.

(C) Maximum speeds on ocean Bhores under 
ORS 811.120,
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I

R I  L E S  O F  T H E

i>ii The offense described in (his section, 
violating the basic speed rule, is a Class B traffic 
infraction. ;ia»w .us }.vu|

8 1 1 .1 0 5  S peed s t h a t  a r e  e v id e n c e  o f  
b a s ic  ru le  v io la tio n . Any speed in excess of 
any of the following designated speeds is prim a 
facie evidence of violation o f the basic speed rule 
under ORS 811.100:

(II Any speed posted by au thority  granted 
under ORS 810.180.

(2) If no speed is posted, any speed in excess 
of one of the following designated speeds is prim a 
facie evidence of violation o f the basic speed rule:

(a) Fifteen miles per hour when driving on an 
alley.

(b) Twenty miles per hour in a business 
district.

Ic) Twenty miles per hour when passing 
school grounds or a school crosswalk if:

(Al Children are present; and
(B) Notice of the grounds or crosswalk is 

indicated plainly by traffic control devices con­
forming to the requirem ents established under 
ORS 810 200 and posted under au thority  granted 
hy ORS 810.210.

id) Twenty-five miles per hour in any resi­
dence district or public park.

<e) Fifty-five miles per hour in locations not 
otherwise described in th is  section. 11983 c.3381S64; 
19S.ic.l6 1286}

(M ax im u m  S p eed s)
8 1 1 .1 1 0  V io la tio n  o f  fu e l c o n s e rv a tio n  

m ax im u m  sp eed  lim it; p e n a lty .  (1) A person 
commits the offense of violation o f the fuel con­
servation maximum speed lim it if:

la) A fuel conservation maximum speed lim it 
is established under ORS 810.180: and

lb) The person operates a vehicle a t a speed 
in excess of the fuel conservation maximum speed 
limit.

(2) The follow • ' apply  to the offense 
described in th is section:

la l A fuel conservation maxim um  speed lim it 
established under ORS 810.180 is not subject to 
the basic speed rule under ORS 811.100 except 
where a special hazard or condition exists tha t 
requires a lower speed for compliance w ith the 
basic speed rule.

lb) In no event shall the division suspend or 
revoke a person’s driving privileges in this sta te  
solely on the grounds tha t the  person has incurred

one or more convictions o f a violation uf the fuel 
conservation maximum speed limit.

(3) The offense described in this section, 
violation o f th e  fuel conservation m axim um  
speed limit, is a Class C traffic infraction, lissa 
c 333 13351

8 1 1 .1 1 5  V io la tio n  o f  m ax im um  sp e e d  
fo r  t ru c k s  e n d  p a sse n g e r  t r a n s p o r t  v e h i ­
cles: p e n a lty . ID A  person commits the offense 
of violation of the maximum speed for m otor 
trucks and passenger transport vehicles if the  
person drives any of the following vehicles a t u 
speed greater than  fifty-five miles per hour on 
any highway:

(a) A m otor truck with a registration weight 
of more than 8.000 pounds.

(b) A school bus.
(c) A school activity vehicle.
(d) A worker transport bu3.
(e) A bus operated for transporting children 

to and from church or an activity or function 
authorized by a church.

(0  Any vehicle used in the transportation of 
persons for hire by a nonprofit entity as provided 
in ORS 767.025(13).

(2) The following apply to this section:
(a ) T h is  s e c t io n  d oes n o t ap p ly  to  

ambulances.
(b) N otw ithstanding any other provision o f 

this section, the motor vehicles referred to in th is  
section are subject to the provisions of the basic 
speed rule under ORS 811.100.

(3) The offense described in this section, 
violation of maximum speed for motor trucks and 
passenger transport vehicles, is a  Class B traffic 
infraction. |1933 C.J38 1586; 1935 c. 120 S3)

8 1 1 .1 2 0  V io la tio n  o f m ax im u m  sp e e d  
l im it  on o c ea n  sh o re ; p e n a lty . (1) A person 
com m its the offense of violating the maximum 
speed limit on the  ocean shore if the person drives 
a  vehicle or conveyance on any part of the ocean 
shore in th is s ta te  a t a speed greater than any o f 
the following:

(a) Any maximum speed for ocean shores 
th a t is estab lished  and  posted under O R S 
810.180.

(b) If no speed is posted under ORS 810.180, 
25 miles per hour.

(2) The following apply to this section:
(a) This section is subject to the provisions 

relating to ambulances and emergency vehicles 
under ORS 820.300 to 820.320.

A D  F O R  D R IV E R S ________________
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s h a l l  s u s p e n d  t h e  d r i v i n g  p r i v i l e g e  o f  s u c l i  p e r s o n  l o r  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  o r o e r e d  by  
t h e  j u d g e .  ,

C .  W h e n  a  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  
c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  s e c t i o n  1 3 -1 1 0 2  o r  1 3 -1 1 0 3 ,  s u b s e c t i o n  A, 
p a r a g r a p h  1, in  t h e  d r i v i n g  o f  a  v e h i c l e ,  2 3 -6 9 2  o r  2 8 - 7 0 8  w i th in  a  p e r i o d  o f  t w e n t y -  
f o u r  m o n t h s .  s u c h  p e r s o n  is  g u i l t y  o f  a  c l a s s  1 m i s d e m e a n o r  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  b e  e l i g i b l e  
f o r  p r o b a t i o n ,  p a r d o n ,  p a r o l e ,  c o m m u t a t i o n  o r  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  s e n t e n c e  o r  r e l e a s e  o n  
a n y  o t h e r  b a s i s  u n t i l  s u c h  p e r s o n  h a s  s e r v e d  n o t  l e s s  l h a n  t w e n t y  d a y s  in  jail.  T h e  
j u d g e  s h a l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  t o  h i m  of  a n y  o p e r a t o r ' s  o r  c h a u f f e u r ' s  l i c e n s e  o f  
s u c h  c o n v i c t e d  p e r s o n  a n d  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t h e  l i c e n s e  
w i th  t h e  a b s t r a c t  o f  c o n v i c t i o n .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  u p o n  r e c e i p t  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  r e v o k e  t h e  
d r i v i n g  p r i v i l e g e  o t  s u c h  p o r s o n .  T h e  d a t e s  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  o t f e n s e  s h a l l  b e  
t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r  in  a p p l y i n g  t h i s  r u le .  A  s e c o n d  o r  s u b s e q u e n t  v i o l a t i o n  fo r  
w h i c h  a  c o n v i c t i o n  o c c u r s  a s  p r o v i d e d  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  I n c l u d e  a  c o n v i c t i o n  
t o r  a n  o f f e n s e  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  s a m e  s e r i e s  o t  a c t s .  N o  j u d g e  m a y  g r a n t  p r o b a t i o n  t o  
o r  s u s p e n d  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o r  e x e c u t i o n  o (  a  ja il  s e n t e n c e  o r  fall t o  s e c u r e  t h e  
s u r r e n d e r  t o  h im  o f  a n y  l i c e n s e  o f  a n y  p e r s o n  f o r  s u c h  a  s e c o n d  o r  s u b s e q u e n t  
c o n v i c t i o n .

D. T h e  c o u r t  m a y .  u p o n  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  o f  a n y  jail  s e n t e n c e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  
p r o v i d e  in t h e  s e n t e n c e  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  m a y  b e  p e r m i t t e d ,  if h e  is  e m p l o y e d  a n d  
c a n  c o n t i n u e  h i s  e m p l o y m e n t ,  t o  c o n t i n u e  s u c h  e m p l o y m e n t  f o r  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  
t w e l v e  h o u r s  p e r  d a y  n o r  m o r e  t h a n  s i x  d a y s  p e r  w e e k ,  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  d a y .  d a y s  o r  
p a r t s  o f  d a y s  s h a l l  b e  s p e n t  in ja il  u n t i l  t h e  s e n t e n c e  is  s e r v e d .  H e  s h a l l  b e  a l l o w e d  o u t  
o f  ja i l  o n l y  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  c o m p l e t e  h i s  a c t u a l  h o u r s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  n o  l o n g e r .

A R T IC L E  3 -  S P E E D  R E S T R IC T I O N S
2 8 -7 0 1 .  R e a s o n a b l e  e n d  p r u d e n t  s p e e d ;  p r i m e  l a c l e  

e v i d e n c e ;  e x c e p t i o n s ;  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n
A. A p e r s o n  s h a l l  n o t  d r i v e  a  v e h i c l e  o n  a  h i g h w a y  a t  a  s p e e d  g r e a t e r  t h a n  is 

r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  p r u d e n t  u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  a c t u a l  a n d  
p o t e n t i a l  h a z a r d s  t h e n  e x i s t i n g .  In e v e r y  e v e r t ,  s p e e d  s h a l l  b e  s o  c o n t r o l l e d  a s  m a y  b e  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  a v o i d  c o l l i d i n g  w i t h  a n y  o b j e c t ,  p e r s o n ,  v e h i c l e  o r  o t h e r  c o n v e y a n c e  o n .  
e n t e r i n g  o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  h i g h w a y  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i th  l e g a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  t h e  
d u t y  o f  all p e r s o n s  t o  e x e r c i s e  r e a s o n a b l e  c a r e  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  o t h e r s .

8 .  E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  in s u b s e c t i o n s  C  a n d  D o r  w h e r e  a  s p e c i a l  h a z a r d  
r e q u i r e s  a  l e s s e r  s p e e  d. a n y  s p e e d  in  e x c e s s  o f  t h e s e  s p e e d s  is  p r i m a  f a c i e  e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  t h e  s p e e d  is t o o  g r e a t  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  u n r e a s o n a b l e :

1. F i f t e e n  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  a p p r o a c h i n g  s c h o o l  c r o s s i n g .
2. T w e n t y - f i v e  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  in a n y  b u s i n e s s  o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t .
3. S i x ty - f iv e  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  in o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s .
C .  T h e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  s e t  f o r t h  in  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m a y  b e  a l t e r e d  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  in

s e c t i o n s  2 8 - 7 0 2  a n d  2 8 - 7 0 3 .
D. T h e  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  a s  p r o v i d e d  in t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  t h a t  

w h i c h  is  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  p r u d e n t  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  h a v i n g  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  
a c t u a l  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  h a z a r d s  t h e n  e x i s t i n g ,  s u c h  a s  w h e n :

1. A p p r o a c h i n g  a n d  c r o s s i n g  a n  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o r  r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g .
2. A p p r o a c h i n g  a n d  g o i n g  a r o u n d  a  c u r v e .
3. A p p r o a c h i n g  a  hill  c r e s t .
4. T r a v e l i n g  u p o n  a n y  n a r r o w  o r  w i n d i n g  r o a d w a y .
5. S p e c i a l  h a z a r d s  e x i s t  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  p e d e s t r i a n s  o r  o t h e r  t r a f f i c  o r  b y  r e a s o n  

of w e a t h e r  o r  h i g h w a y  c o n d i t i o n s .
E. A p e r s o n  s h a l l  n o t  d r i v e  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  a t  a  s p e e d  t h a t  is  l e s s  t h a n  t h a t  w h i c h  

is  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  p r u d e n t  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s
2 8 -7 0 1 .0 1  D e f i n i t i o n s
In t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  u n l e s s  t h e  c o n t e x t  o t h e r w i s e  r e q u i r e s :



2 8 -7 0 1 .0 1 .  D e f i n i t io n *
1. " F r e e w a y "  m e a n s  a  h i g h w a y  in  r e s p e c t  t o  w h i c h  t h e  o w n e r s  o t  a b u t t i n g  l a n d s  

h a v e  n o  r ig h t  o r  e a s e m e n t  o l  a c c e s s  t o  o r  f r o m  t h e i r  a b u t t i n g  l a n d s  o r  In r e s p e c t  t o  
w h i c h  s u c h  o w n e r s  h a v e  o n l y  l i m i t e d  o r  r e s t r i c t e d  r i g h t  o r  e a s e m e n t  o l  a c c e s s ,  a n d  
w h i c h  is  d e c l a r e d  t o  b e  s u c h  b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o l  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

2 8 -7 0 1 .0 2 .  E x c e s s i v e  s p e e d
A. A p e r s o n  s h a l l  n o t :
1. E x c e e d  t h i r ty - l i v e  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  a p p r o a c h i n g  a  s c h o o l  c r o s s i n g .
2. E x c e e d  t h e  p o s t e d  s p e e d  l im i t  in  a  b u s i n e s s  o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  b y  m o r e  

t h a n  t w e n t y  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r ,  o r  II n o  s p e e d  l im it  is  p o s t e d ,  fo r ty - f iv e  rn i l e s  p e r  h o u r .
3. E x c e e d  e i g h t y - f i v e  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  in o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s .
B. A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  s u b s e c t i o n  A is  g u i l t y  o l  a  c l a s s  3  m i s d e m e a n o r ,
C .  A  p e r s o n  c h a r g e d  w i th  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m a y  n o t  b e  i s s u e d  a  civil 

c o m p l a i n t  l o r  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  s e c t i o n  2 8 -7 0 1  if t h e  c ivil  c o m p l a i n t  a l l e g e s  a  v i o l a t i o n  
a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  s a m e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

2 8 -7 0 2 .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o l  s t c t e  s p e e d  z o n e s
W h e n  t h e  d i r e c t o r  d e t e r m i n e s  u p o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  t r a f f i c  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  a n y  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  l im i t  i s  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s  t h a n  is  r e a s o n a b l e  o r  
s a f e  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o u n d  t o  e x i s t  u p o n  a n y  p a r t  o f  a  s t a t e  h i g h w a y ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  
m a y  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  d e c l a r e  a  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  s a f e  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  l im it  f o r  s u c h  
l o c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  s h a l l  b e  e f f e c t i v e  w h e n  a p p r o p r i a t e  s i g n s  g i v i n g  n o t i c e  t h e r e o f  a r e  
e r e c t e d .  A m a x i m u m  s p e e d  l im i t ,  a s  d e c l a r e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  m a y  b e  
d e c l a r e d  t o  b e  e f f e c t i v e  a t  all  t i m o s  o r  a t  s u c h  t i m e s  a s  a r e  I n d i c a t e d  o n  t h e  s p e e d  l im it  
s i g n s .  V a r y i n g  s p e e d  l i m i t s  m a y  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  o f  d a y ,  d i f f e r e n t  
t y p e s  o f  v e h i c l e s ,  v a r y i n g  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  b e a r i n g  o n  s a f e  
s p e e d s .  S u c h  v a r y i n g  l i m i t s  s h a l l  b e  e f f e c t i v e  w h e n  p o s t e d  u p o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  f i x e d  o r  
v a r i a b l e  s i g n s .

2 8 -7 0 2 . 0 1 .  M a x i m u m  s p e e d  l im it ;  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  o r d e r  I n c r e a s i n g ;  w a s t e  o f  a  
f in i t e  r e s o u r c e ;  f in e ;  s a n c t i o n

A. N o  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  l im it  o n  a n y  p u b l i c  h i g h w a y  In t h i s  s t a t e  s h a l l  b e  in 
e x c e s s  o f  f i f ty - f ive  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  a n y  o t h e r  h i g h e r  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  
l im it  p r e v i o u s l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  a n y  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l aw .  T h i s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  
c o n s t r u e d  a s  a l t e r i n g  a n y  e x i s t i n g  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  l im it  w h i c h  is  l e s s  t h a n  f i f ty - f ive  
m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  o r  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  f r o m  e s t a b l i s h i n g ,  a l t e r i n g ,  
o r  l o w e r i n g  a n y  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  l im i t  w h i c h  Is l e s s  t h a n  f i f ty - f iv e  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  
w i t h i n  i t s  r e s p e c t i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

B . T h e  s p e e d  l in . i t  f o r  all t y p e s  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  s h a l l  b e  f i f ty -f ive  m i l e s  p e r  
h o u r  o n  a n y  p o r t i o n  o f  a n y  p u b l i c  h i g h w a y  t h a t  h a s  f o u r  o r  m o r e  t r a f f i c  l a n e s ,  t h e  
o p p o s i n g  l a n e s  o f  w h i c h  a r e  p h y s i c a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  o t h e r  t h a n  b y  s t r i p i n g ,  w h i c h  
p o r t i o n  o f  h i g h w a y  h a s  h a d  a  s p e e d  l im i t  f o r  al l  t y p o s  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  o f  f l f t y - ' i v e  
m i l e s  o r  m o r e  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 , 1 9 7 3 .

C .  T h o  d i r e c t o r  m a y  o r d e r  t h a t  t h i s  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  l im it  b e  i n c r e a s e d  u p  t o  
s e v e n t y - f i v e  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  o n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  h i g h w a y  o r  o n  al l  h i g h w a y s  in  t h e  s t a t e  if 
t h e  g o v e r n o r  d e c l a r e s  b y  p r o c l a m a t i o n  t h a t  a n  e m e r g e n c y  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  a n d  t h a t  t h e  
r e c e i p t  o f  f e d e r a l  h i g h w a y  f u n d s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  w i t h h e l d .

O .  It i s  u n l a w f u l  f o r  a n y  p e r s o n  t o  d r i v e  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  a t  a  s p e e d  in  e x c e s s  o f  
f i f ty -f ive  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r ,  o r  in  e x c e s s  o f  a  h i g h e r  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  If c h a n g e d  a s  s e t  
f o r t h  u n d e r  s u b s e c t i o n  C  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

E. If a  p e r s o n  Is c h a r g e d  w i t h  v i o l a t i n g  t h o  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  s u b s e c t i o n  O  o f  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  s p e e d  a t  w h i c h  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  i s  a l l e g e d  t o  h a v e  d r i v e n  a s  p r o v i d e d  In 
s e c t i o n  2 8 - 7 0 7 ,  s u b s e c t i o n  A  Is s i x t y - f i v e  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  o r  l e s s  o r  t h e  c o u r t  f i n d s  t h a t  
t h e  d e f e n d a n t  v i o l a t e d  s u b s e c t i o n  D  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s p e e d  a t  w h i c h  t h e  
d e f e n d a n t  d r o v e  w a s  n o t  in  o x c e s s  o f  s i x t y - f i v e  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  t h e  o f f e n s s  s h a l l  b e  
d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  w a s t e  o f  a  f in i t e  r e s o u r c e  c u r r e n t l y  in  s h o r t  s u p p l y ,  w h i c h  is  a  p e t t y  
o f f e n s e .



F. If a  p e r s o n  is  c h a r g e d  w i t h  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of s u b s e c t i o n  0  o f  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  s p e e d  a t  w h i c h  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  is a l l e g e d  t o  h a v e  d r i v e n  a s  p r o v i d e d  in 
s e c t i o n  2 8 -7 0 7 .  s u b s e c t i o n  A  is  m o r e  t h a n  s i x ty - f iv e  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  a n d  t h e  c o u r t  s o  
f i n d s  t h e  o f f e n s e  s h a l l  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  u n l a w f u l  s p e e d  w h i c h  is  a  c l a s s  3 
m i s d e m e a n o r .

G .  If a  p e r s o n  is  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  p e t t y  o f f e n s e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n :
1. N o  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  a g e n c y  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  s u c h  v io l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  s u c h  p e r s o n ' s  o p e r a t o r ' s  o r  c h a u f f e u r ’s  l i c e n s e  
s h o u l d  b e  s u s p e n d e d  o r  r e v o k e d .

2. A n  i n s u r e r  s h a l l  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  v io l a t i o n  a s  a  m o v i n g  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  t h e  p e r s o n  fo r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r a t e s  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  i n s u r a n c e  
c h a r g e d  b y  t h e  i n s u r e r  n o r  s h a l l  t h e  i n s u r e r  c a n c e l  o r  r e f u s e  to  r e n e w  a n y  p o l i c y  o f  
i n s u r a n c e  fo r  s u c h  a  v i o l a t io n .

3. T h e  f in e  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  p l u s  t h e  p e n a l t y  a s s e s s m e n t  
i m p o s e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  s e c t i o n  4 1 -2 4 0 3 ,

4. N o  r e p o r t  m a y  b e  m a d e  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  2 8 -1 0 6 1 .  s u b s o c t i o n  B.
2 8 -7 0 2 .0 2 .  A u t h o r i t y  to  c h a n g e  a p e e d  s i g n *  o n  f r e e w a y s
W h e n  t h e  d i r e c t o r  d e t e r m i n e s  u p o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  t r a f f i c  s u r v e y  

t h a t  t h e  s a f e  a n d  o r d e r l y  m o v e m e n t  o f  t r a f f i c  u p o n  a n y  s t a t e  h i g h w a y  w h i c h  i s  a  
f r e e w a y  will b e  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  v a r i a b l e  s p e e d  l im i t s ,  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  e r e c t ,  r e g u l a t e ,  a n d  c o n t r o l  s i g n s  u p o n  t h e  s t a t e  h i g h w a y  w h i c h  Is a  
f r e e w a y ,  o r  a n y  p o r t i o n  t h e r e o f ,  w h i c h  s i g n s  s h a l l  b e  s o  d e s i g n e d  a s  t o  p e r m i t d i s p l a y  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  s p e e d  l im i t s  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  o f  t h e  d a y  o r  n i g h t .  S u c h  s i g n s  s h a l l  b e  o f  
s u f f i c i e n t  s i z e  a n d  c l a r i t y  t o  g i v e  a d e q u a t e  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  s p e e d  l im i t .  T h e  
s p e e d  l im i t  u p o n  t h e  f r e e w a y  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e  s h a l l  b e  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  t h e n  
a n d  t h e r e  d i s p l a y e d  u p o n  s u c h  s i g n .

2 8 -7 0 2 .0 3 .  M a x i m u m  s p e e d  l im it  o n  I n t e r s t a t e  s y s t e m  h i g h w a y ;  o u t  o f  s t a t e  
v io l a t i o n

If a  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  is  c o n v i c t e d  o f  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  l im i t  o f  
f i f ty - f ive  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  o n  t h e  i n t e r s t a t e  s y s t e m  h i g h w a y s  o f  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ,  b u t  t h e  
s p e e d  a t  w h i c h  t h e  p e r s o n  is  a l l e g e d  to  h a v e  d r i v e n  is  s i x ty - f iv e  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  o r  l e s s :

1. N o  d e p a r t m e n t  o r  a g e n c y  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  m a y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o l  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  o p e r a t o r ' s  o r  c h a u f f e u r ' s  l i c e n s e  
s h o u l d  b e  s u s p e n d e d  o r  r e v o k e d .

2 .  A n  i n s u r e r  s h a l l  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  a s  a  m o v i n g  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  
a g a . n s t  t h e  p e r s o n  fo r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r a t e s  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  i n s u r a n c e  
c h a r g e d  b y  t h e  i n s u r e r  n o r  s h a l l  t h e  i n s u r e r  c a n c e l  o r  r e f u s e  t o  r e n e w  a n y  p o l i c y  o f  
i n s u r a n c e  f o r  s u c h  a  v io l a t io n .

2 8 -7 0 3 .  W h e n  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  m a y  a n d  s h a l l  a l t e r  m a x i m u m  l i m i t s
A. W h e n  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  d e t e r m i n e  u r o n  

t h e  b a s i s  o f  a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  t r a f f i c  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  
p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  a r t i c l e  is  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s  t h a n  is  r e a s o n a b l e  o r  s a f e  u n d e r  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n s  f o u n d  t o  e x i s t  u p o n  a n y  p a r t  o f  a  s t r e e t  o r  h i g h w a y ,  t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  
s u b j e c t  t o  s u b s e c t i o n  D  m a y  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  d e c l a r e  a  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  s a f e  m a x i m u m  
s p e e d  l im i t  a t  s u c h  l o c a t i o n  a n d  b a s e d  o n  s u c h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  m a y :

1. D e c r e a s e  t h e  l im it  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .
2. I n c r e a s e  t h e  l im i t  w i t h i n  a n y  b u s i n e s s  o r  r e s i d e n c e  d i s t r i c t ,  b u t  n o t  t o  m o r e  

t h a n  s i x ty - f iv e  m i l e s  p a r  h o u r .
3 .  D e c r e a s e  t h e  l imit  o u t s i d e  a n y  b u s i n e s s  o r  r e s i d e n c e  d i s t r i c t .
4. I n c r e a s e  o r  d e c r e a s e  t h e  l im i ts  o n  s t r e e t s  a d j a c e n t  t o  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s .
B. L o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  in t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  b y  a n  

e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  t r a f f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e  p r o p e r  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  f o r  a l l  a r t e r i a l  
s t r e e t s  a n d  s h a l l  d e c l a r e  a  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  s a f e  m a x i m u m  l im i t  t h e r e o n  w h i c h  m a y  b e  
g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  a r t i c l e  f o r  a  b u s i n e s s  o r  
r e s i d e n c e  d i s t r i c t .



C A n y  a l t e r e d  l im i t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  p r o v i d e d  l o r  in  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  e f f e c t i v e  
a t  all t i m e s ,  o r  d u r i n g  h o u r s  o f  d a r k n e s s ,  o r  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s  a s  m a y  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  w h e n  
a p p r o p r i a t e  s i g n s  g i v i n g  n o t i c e  t h e r e o f  a r e  e r e c t e d  u p o n  s u c h  s t r e e t  o r  h i g h w a y .

D. A l t e r a t i o n  o f  m a x i m u m  l im i ts  o n  s t a t e  h i g h w a y s  o r  e x t e n s i o n s  t h e r e o f  in  a  
m u n i c i p a l i t y  b y  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  
a p p r o v e d  b / t h e  d i r e c t o r .

E. N o t  m o r e  t h a n  s i x  s u c h  a l t e r a t i o n s  a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  in  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  b e  
m a d e  p e r  m i le  a l o n g  a  s t r e e t  o r  h i g h w a y ,  e x c e p t  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  r e d u c e d  l im i t s  a t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a d j a c e n t  l im i t s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  
m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  e x c e p t  f o r  s c h o o l  c r o s s i n g s .

2 8 -7 0 3 .0 1 .  E n d  o f  s p e e d  z o n e ;  s i g n s  r e q u i r e d
T h e  a g e n c y  o r  a u t h o r i t y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  s p e e d  z o n e  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  

s e c t i o n s  2 8 - 7 0 2  o r  2 8 - 7 0 3  s h a l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  e r e c t i n g ,  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  e a c h  
s u c h  z o n e  a  s i g n  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e  s p e e d  w i th in  t h e  z o n e ,  a n d  a t  
t h e  e n d  t h e r e o f  a  s i g n  b e a r i n g  e i t h e r  t h e  l e g e n d  " r e s u m e  s p e e d "  o r  s a i l i n g  f o r t h  t h e  
n e w  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  l im it.

2 8 -7 0 3 .0 2 .  E s t a b l i s h i n g  s p a e d  o n  m u l t l p l e - l a n e  h i g h w a y s
O n  m u l t i p l e - l a n e  h i g h w a y s  a n d  f r e e w a y s  w i th  t w o  o r  m o r e  s e p a r a t e  r o a d w a y s  

d i f f e r e n t  p r i m a  f a c i e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  m a y  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  r o a d w a y s  u n d e r  
a n y  o f  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  s p e c i f i e d  in s e c t i o n s  2 8 -7 0 2 ,  2 8 - 7 0 3  a n d  2 8 -7 0 3 .0 1 .

2 8 -7 0 4 .  M i n i m u m  s p e e d  r e g u l a t i o n
A. N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  d r i v e  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  a t  s u c h  a  s l o w  s p e e d  a s  t o  i m p e d e  o r  

b l o c k  t h e  n o r m a l  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  m o v e m e n t  o f  t r a f f i c  e x c e p t  w h e n  r e d u c e d  s p e e d  is  
n e c e s s a r y  fo r  s a l e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  in  c o m p l i a n c e  w i th  law .

B. W h e n e v e r  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o r  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  j u r i s ­
d i c t i o n s  d e t e r m i n e  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a n  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  t r a f f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  s l o w  
s p e e d s  o n  a n y  p a r t  o f  a  h i g h w a y  c o n s i s t e n t l y  i m p e d e  t h e  n o r m a l  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  
m o v e m e n t  o f  t r a f f i c ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o r  s u c h  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  m a y  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  d e c l a r e  a  
m i n i m u m  s p e e d  l im i t  b e l o w  w h i c h  n o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  d r iv e  a  v e h i c l e  e x c e p t  w h e n  
n e c e s s a r y  fo r  s a f e  o p e r a t i o n  o r  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i th  law .

2 8 -7 0 5 .  S p e c i a l  s p e e d  l i m i t a t i o n  o n  m o t o r - d r i v e n  c y c l e s
N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  o p e r a t e  a n y  m o t o r - d r i v e n  c y c l e  a t  a n y  t i m e  m e n t i o n e d  in s e c t i o n  

2 8 - 9 2 2  a t  a  s p e e d  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h i r t y - f i v e  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  u n l e s s  s u c h  m o t o r - d r i v e n  
c y c l e  is  e q u i p p e d  w i th  a  h e a d  l a m p  o r  l a m p s  w h i c h  a r e  a d e q u a t e  t o  r e v e a l  a  p e r s o n  o r  
v e h i c l e  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  f e e t  a h e a d .

2 8 -7 0 6 .  S p e c i a l  s p e e d  l i m i t a t i o n s
A. N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  d r iv e  a n y  v e h i c l e  e q u i p p e d  w i th  s o l i d  r u b b e r  o r  c u s h i o n  t i r e s  

a t  a  s p e e d  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a  m a x i m u m  o f  t e n  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r .
B. N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  d r iv e  a  v e h i c l o  o v e r  a n y  b r i d g e  o r  o t h e r  e l e v a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  

c o n s t i t u t i n g  a  p a r t  o f  a  h i g h w a y  a t  a  s p e e d  w h i c h  is  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  
w h i c h  c a n  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  w i th  s a f e t y  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  o r  s t r u c t u r e ,  w h e n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  is  
s i g n p o s t e d  a s  p r o v i d e d  in t h i s  s e c t i o n .

C . T h e  d i r e c t o r  u p o n  r e q u e s t  f r o m  a n y  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l ,  o r  u p o n  h i s  o w n  
in i t i a t iv e  m a y ,  c o n d u c t  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  a n y  b r i d g e  o r  o t h e r  e l e v a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  
c o n s t i t u t i n g  a  p a r t  o f  a  h i g h w a y ,  a n d  if h e  t h e r e u p o n  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  c a n n o t  
w i th  s a f e t y  t o  i t s e l f  w i t h s t a n d  v e h i c l e s  t r a v e l i n g  a t  t h e  s p e e d  o t h e r w i s e  p e r m i s s i b l e  
u n d e r  t h i s  a r t i c l e  h e  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  d e c l a r e  t h e  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  o f  v e h i c l e s  
w h i c h  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  c a n  w i t h s t a n d ,  a n d  s h a l l  c a u s e  o r  p e r m i t  s u i t a b l e  s i g n s  s t a t i n g  
s u c h  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  t o  b e  e r e c t e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  
f e e t  b e f o r e  e a c h  e n d  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .

D. U p o n  t h e  t r i a l  o f  a n y  p e r s o n  c h a r g e d  w i th  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  p r o o f  o f  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r  a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  s i g n s  
s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  c o n c l u s i v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  w h i c h  c a n  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  
w i th  s a f e t y  t o  t h e  b r i d g e  o r  s t r u c t u r e .



A In  e v e r y  c h a r g e  o l  v i o l a t i o n  o l  a n y  s p e e d  r e g u l a t i o n  in  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  t h e  
c o m p l a i n t  a n d  t h e  s u m m o n s  o r  n o t i c e  t o  a p p e a r  s h a l l  s p e c i f y  t h e  s p e e d  a t  w h i c h  t h e  
d e f e n d a n t  is  a l l e g e d  t o  h a v e  d r i v e n  a n d  t h e  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  a p p l i c a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  o r  a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n .

B. T h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  d e c l a r i n g  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  l i m i t a t i o n s  s h a l l  n o t  
b e  c o n s t r u e d  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  p la in t i f f  in a n y  civil a c t i o n ,  o t h e r  t h a n  a  c iv il  a c t i o n  t o  
i m p o s e  a  civil s a n c t i o n ,  f r o m  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  p r o v i n g  n e g l i g e n c e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
d e f e n d a n t  a s  t h e  p r o x i m a t e  c a u s e  of a n  a c c i d e n t .

2 6 - 7 0 8  R a c i n g  o n  h i g h w a y s ;  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n

A. N o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  d r i v e  a n y  v e h i c l e  in  a n y  r a c e ,  s p e e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  o r  c o n t e s t ,  
d r a g  r a c e  o r  a c c e l e r a t i o n  c o n t e s t ,  t e s t  o f  p h y s i c a l  e n d u r a n c e ,  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  s p e e d  o r  
a c c e l e r a t i o n ,  o r  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  m a k i n g  a  s p e e d  r e c o r d  o n  a  s t r e e t  o r  h i g h w a y ,  a n d  
n o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  in  a n y  m a n n e r  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a n y  s u c h  r a c e ,  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  c o n t e s t ,  t e s t  
o r  e x h i b i t i o n .

B. D r a g  r a c e  is d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t w o  o r  m o r e  v e h i c l e s  f r o m  a  p o i n t  
s i d e  b y  s i d e  a t  a c c e l e r a t i n g  s p e e d s  in a  c o m p e t i t i v e  a t t e m p t  t o  o u t d i s t a n c e  e a c h  
o t h e r ,  o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  o n e  o r  m o r e  v e h i c l e s  o v e r  a  c o m m o n  s e l e c t e d  c o u r s e ,  f r o m  
t h e  s a m e  p o i n t ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o m p a r i n g  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s p e e d s  o r  p o w e r  o f  
a c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  s u c h  v e h i c l e  o r  v e h i c l e s  w i th i n  a  c e r t a i n  d i s t a n c e  o r  l i m e  l im it .

C .  R a c i n g  is  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  u s e  o f  o n e  o r  m o r e  v e h i c l e s  in a n  a t t e m p t  t o  o u t g a i n ,  
o u t d i s t a n c e ,  o r  p r e v e n t  a n o t h e r  v e h i c l e  f r o m  p a s s i n g .

D. A p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is  g u i l t y  o f  a  c l a s s  2 m i s d e m e a n o r .  If a  
p e r s o n  is  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  s e c o n d  o r  s u b s e q u e n t  v i o l a t i o n  w i t h i n  t w e n t y - f o u r  m o n t h s  o f  
a  f i r s t  c o n v i c t i o n ,  s u c h  p e r s o n  is  g u i l t y  o f  a  c l a s s  2 m i s d e m e a n o r  a n d  s h a l l  n o t  b e  
e l i g i b l e  fo r  p r o b a t i o n ,  p a r d o n ,  p a r o l e ,  c o m m u t a t i o n  o r  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  s e n t e n c e  o r  
r e l e a s e  o n  a n y  o t h e r  b a s i s  un t i l  s u c h  p e r s o n  h a s  s e r v e d  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  t e n  d a y s  in  jail,

E. T h e  c o u r t  m a y ,  u p o n  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  o f  a n y  jail  s e n t e n c e  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  
in c a s e s  o f  e x t r e m e  h a r d s h i p  p r o v i d e  in t h e  s e n t e n c e  t h a t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  m a y  b e  
p e r m i t t e d ,  if h e  is  e m p l o y e d  a n d  c a n  c o n t i n u e  h i s  e m p l o y m e n t ,  t o  c o n t i n u e  s u c h  
e m p l o y m e n t  f o r  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  t w e l v e  h o u r s  p e r  d a y  n o r  m o r e  t h a n  s ix  d a y s  p e r  w e e k ,  
a n d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  d a y .  d a y s  o r  p a r t s  o f  d a y s  s h a l l  b e  s p e n t  in ja i l  u n t i l  t h e  s e n t e n c e  is 
s e r v e d .  H e  s h a l l  b e  a l l o w e d  o u t  o f  ja il  o n l y  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  c o m p l e t e  h i s  a c t u a l  h o u r s  
o f  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  n o  l o n g e r .

F. W h e n  a n y  p e r s o n  is  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  v i o l a t i o n  o l  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  
t h e  j u d g e  m a y ,  u p o n  a  f i r s t  c o n v i c t i o n ,  a n d  s h a l l  u p o n  a  s e c o n d  o r  s u b s e q u e n t  
c o n v i c t i o n  f o r  a n  o f f e n s e  c o m m i t t e d  w i t h i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  t w e n t y - f o u r  m o n t h s  r e q u i r e  
t h e  s u r r e n d e r  t o  . i im  o f  a n y  o p e r a t o r ' s  o r  c h a u f f e u r ' s  l i c e n s e  o f  s u c h  p e r s o n  a n d  
i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r w a r d  s a m e  l o  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  t h e  a b s t r a c t  o f  c o n v i c t i o n .  U p o n  a  
f i r s t  c o n v i c t i o n  t h e  j u d g e  m a y  o r d e r  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  t h e  d r i v i n g  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  s u c h  
o e r s o n  f o r  a  p e r i o d  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  n i n e t y  d a y s .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  u p o n  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  
i c e n s e .  a b s t r a c t  o f  c o n v i c t i o n ,  a n d  o r d e r  o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  a  f i r s t  c o n v i c t i o n ,  

s h a l l  s u s p e n d  t h e  d r i v i n g  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  s u c h  p e r s o n  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  o r d e r e d  b y  
t h e  j u d g e .  In  t h e  c a s e  o f  a  s e c o n d  o r  s u b s e q u e n t  c o n v i c t i o n  f o r  a n  o f f e n s e  c o m m i t t e d  
w i t h i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  t w e n t y - f o u r  m o n t h s ,  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  u p o n  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  l i c e n s e  
a n d  t h e  a b s t r a c t  Of c o n v i c t i o n  s h a l l  r e v o k e  t h e  d r i v i n g  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  s u c h  p e r s o n .

G .  T h e  d i r e c t o r  m a y  g i v e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  in  w r i t i n g  f o r  a n y  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  
p r o p e r l y  c o n t r o l l e d  e v e n t  o t h e r w i s e  p r o h i b i t e d  b y  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  u t i l i z e  a  h i g h w a y  o r  
p a r t  o f  a  h i g h w a y .  T h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  s h a l l  s p e c i f y  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  e v e n t ,  t h e  h i g h w a y  
o r  p a r t  o f  a  h i g h w a y  t o  b e  u t i l i z e d ,  a n d  a n y  s p e c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  d i r e c t o r  m a y  
r e q u i r e  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t .

2 6 -70 7  C h a rg in g  v io la tio n s  an d  ru le  In civil a c tio n s



April 8, 1986 H O U S E  J O U R N A L 2623

SSHB 532

The L a b or  and Comme rc e  C o m m it te e h a s consi de re d  SPON SO R 
S U B ST I TU TE  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 532 ( relating to civil 
actions; am e n d i n g  A l as ka  Rules of C ivil Proc ed ur e  11, 49,
52, 58, 68, and 82; e f f e ct iv e date), recom me n ds  it be
r e p la c es  w it h C O M M IT TE E S U B ST I TU TE  FOR S P ON SO R S UBSTITUTE 
F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 532 (L&C) (same title) and reports it 
b a c k  as follows: H a n l e y  r ecommends do pass; Navarre
(Chairman) reco mm en d s do not pass and si gned "do not pass 
w i t h o u t  amendment"; Pear c e recommends do not pass and signed 
"do not pass w i t h o u t  sever a l l i ab i li ty  amendment"; K op o ne n 
has no re co mm e n d a t i o n  and signed " a m e n d  further"; Collins 
has no re co m me n d a t i o n  and signed "amend fu r ther to include 
sev. liab. amend."; B o u c h e r  has no r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  and signed 
"needs further am endment as it relates to joint and several 
liability"; and Davis has no r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  and signed 
"l e gi s l a t i o n  n e ed s work".

A  aero fiscal no te  w as attached.

A  fiscal note appears in H o u s e  Jo urnal S up plement No. 111. 

SSHB 532 was refe r re d to the J u di c ia ry  Committee.

l . O '
H B  552

The F i nance Co m m i t t e e  has co nsidered H O U S E  BILL NO. 552 
(relating to s e tt i ng  speed limits an d n e i g h b o r h o o d  speed 
zones), recommends it be repla ce d with C O M M I T T E E  SUBST I TU TE  
F OR  H O US E B I L L  NO. 552 (Finance) (same title) and reports it 
b a c k  as follows: Adams (Chairman), Szymanski, Rieger,
Frank, Ringstad, Larson, Uehling, P ou r c h o t  and Binkley 
r e c om m en d do pass; D u n ca n has no recommendation.

A  aero fiscal note w i t h  analysis appears in House Journal 
Supp le me n t No. 111.

H B 552 was refer r ed  to the Rules Commi tt ee  for placement on 
the calendar.

H B  562

The L ab or  and Comm er ce  C o mm it t ee  has c o ns id er e d H O U S E  BILL 
NO. 562 (relating to the adoption of bylaws by a 
cooperative), rec om m en ds  it be repl ac ed  w i t h  C OM M IT TE E 
S UB S T I T U T E  FO R H OU S E B I L L NO. 562 (L&C) (same title) and 
reports it b a c k  as follows; N av arre (Chairman), Davis, 
Boucher, Hanley, Pearce, Collins and K o p o n e n  recom me nd  do 
p a s s .

A  zero fiscal note was attached.

HB 562 w a s  refe rr ed  to the J udiciary Committee.
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HB 589

The L a b o r  and C o m m e r c e  C om m i t t e e  has c on s i d e r e d  H O U S E  B I LL  
NO. 589 (relating to p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the state group life 
and h e a l t h  i n s u ra nc e p o l ic ie s  by residents; effe ct iv e date), 
r ec ommends it be r e p l a c e d  w i t h  C O M M I T T E E  S UE ' T I T U T E  FOR 
H O U S E  B I LL  NO. 589 (L&C):

"An Act r e l a t i n g  to d i s a b i l i t y  i n s u r­
ance; and p r o v i d i n g  for an e ff e c t i v e  
d ate . "

and reports it b a c k  as follows; K o p o n e n  r e co mm e nd s do pass; 
Hanley, Co llins and Pear ce  recom m en d do not pass; N a va r re  
(Chairman), Davis and Bouciier have no recommendation.

A fiscal note ap pears in H o u s e  J o ur na l  S u p pl em en t  No. 111.

HB 589 was r e f e r r e d  to the J u d i c i a r y  Committee.

1 I
H B 590

The T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Co m m i t t e e  has co n s i d e r e d  H O U S E  B IL L 
NO, 590 (relating to lo i t e r i n g  on  p u b l i c  h ig h wa ys ) and 
r eports it b a c k  as ::ollows: C at o  (Chairman), Pignalberi,
S hul t z and Fu r nace r< aommend do pass; M a r r o u  and Davis have 
no recommendation.

A  zero fiscal n o t e was attached.

HB 590 was r ef e r r e d  to the J u d i c i a r y  Committee.

I NT RO DUCTION, F I RS T R E A D I N G  A N D  R E F E R E N C E  

O F H O U S E  R E S O L U T I O N S

H JR  72

H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 72 by the Co mm u n i t y  a nd  R e gi on al  
A f f a i r s  Committee:

R e l a t i n g  to a joint legi sl at i ve
c o n f er en ce  of the Y u k o n  L e g i s l a t i v e
Asse mb l y,  the N or t h w e s t  T er r i t o r i e s
L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly, a n d the A l a s k a  
S tate Legislature.

was read the first time and r e f e r r e d  to the S t a t e  A ff airs
Committee.
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HB 552

I v  U N F I N I S H E D  B U S I N E S S  
-  -<

\

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o t t e n  a d d ed  his n a m e  as c o - s p o n s o r  to H O US E  
B I L L  NO. 552 (rela ti n g to s e t ti ng  s p ee d limits and 
n e i g h b o r h o o d  speed rones).

E N G R O S S M E N T

H CR  47

H CR  47 was engrossed, sign ed  by the S p e a k e r  and Chief C le rk  
and t r an sm it t ed  to the S en at e  f or  consider a ti on .

C SH B 436(Rls) ,

CSHB 436(Rls) was engrossed, s i g n e d  by the S p e a k e r  and C hief 
C l e r k  and t ra ns m i t t e d  to the S e n a t e  for consideration.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

H ES S Capit o l 112 O n  a d j ,, 4/8
S u b c o m m i t t e e  on
H B  625 M e n ta l H e a l t h  T r us t L an d

H E S S  C a p i t o l  112 4 : 30  p.m., 4/8
A d d e d  to schedule:
HB  625 M en ta l H e a l t h  T r us t  Land
HB  424 B o a r d  of Beh a vi or al  Sc i e n c e  E xaminers

B il l E g an  F o r u m  T r e a d w e l l  R o o m  Noon, 4/8
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G ru ss endorf,
S p e a k e r

M i n o r i t y  Caucus Court B u i l d i n g  Noon, 4/8

R e p u b l i c a n  L u n c h e o n  Elks' C lu b  Noon, 4/9

A D J O U R N M E N T

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cl o c k s i n  m o v e d  and a sk ed  u n an im o us  consent 
that the H ou se  a d j o u r n  until 10:00 a.m., A p r i l  9, 1986,
T he re  b eing no objection, the H o u s e  a d j ou rn ed  at 11:38 p.m.

I rene C a s h e n
C hi e f C l e r k
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S S H B  456

A  :ero fisc al  n o t e  w a s  atta c he d.

S SH B 456 was r ef er re d  to the J u d i c i a r y  Co mmittee.

S S H B  506

T he  L a b o r  4 C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  has c o n s i d e r e d  SP O N S O R  
S U B S T I T U T E  POR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 506 ( re l a t i n g  to insurance; 
e f f e c t i v e  date); r ec o m m e n d s  it be r e p l a c e d  w i t h  C O M M I T T E E  
S U B S T I T U T E  F O R S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 506 
( Labor 6 C o mm er ce )  (same t itle) and reports it b a c k  as 
follows: N a v a r r e  ( Ch airman), K o po ne n , Davis, Boucher,
C o l l i n s  and F c ar ce  r e c o m m e n d  do pass.

A  z er o fiscal n ot e w a s atta c he d.

S S H B  506 was r e f e r r e d  to the J u d i c i a r y  Comm it te e .

/ P

H B  552 $
T he  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  has c o n s i d e r e d  H O U S E  B I L L  
NO. 552 ( r e la ti n g to s e t t i n g  s pe ed  limi ts  a nd  n e i g h b o r h o o d  
s p e e d  zones), r e c o m m e n d s  it be re p l a c e d  w i t h  C O M M I T T E E  
S U B S T I T U T E  FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 552 (T ra n sp or t a t i o n )  (same 
t itle) and repo rt s it b a c k  as follows: C a t o (Chairman),
P ig na l b c r i ,  Furnace, M a r r o u  and S hu lt z  r e c o mm en d do pass; 
D av is  has no r ec om me n d a t i o n .

H B  552 w a p r e f e r r e d  to the F i n a n c e  Comm i tt ee .

H B  5 59

The F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  has c o n s i d e r e d  H O U S E  B I LL  NO. 559 
( ap p r o v i n g  the sale of K u p a r u k  R i v e r  Unit ro yalty oil by the 
S t a t e  of A l a s k a  to P e tr o  Star, Inc. a nd  C h e v r o n  U.S. A .,  
Inc.; e f f ec t iv e date) a n d r e p o r t s  it b a c k  as follows: A dams
( Ch airman), Cotten, R i n g s t a d ,  Du ncan, Sz ymanski, Frank, 
L a r s o n ,  P o ur ch ot  and R i e g e r  r e c o m m e n d  do pass.

H B  559 w a s r e f er re d to the R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  for p l a c e m e n t  on 
the calendar.

HB 631

The S t ate A ff ai rs  C o m m i t t e e  has c o n s i d e r e d  H O U S E  B IL L 
NO. 631 ( r el at i ng  to e l e c t i o n s ;  e f f e c t i v e  date), re c om m e n d s  
it be r e p l a c e d  w i t h  C O M M I T T E E  S U B S T I T U T E  F OR  H O U S E  B I L L 
NO. 631 (State A f f a i r s )  (same title) and re ports it b a c k  as 
f ollows: H u r l e y  ( C hairman) a n d  B o u c h e r  r e c o m m e n d  do pass;
J e n k i n s  r ec om m e n d s  do not p a ss ; C o ll i ns  has no r e c o m m e n d a­
tion.



Senator Vic Fischer___________
Alaska Stare Leatslarure
Pouch V •  Juneau. A laska ^9S11 •  (907) 405-4954

TO: Rep. Katie Hurley, Chair 
House State Affairs

FR: Sen. Vic Fischer

RE: Amendments to HB 552

DT: March 20, 1986

Attached please find 3 amendments to HB 552 that I believe 
would greatly improve the neighborhood speed zone bill. A 
draft committee substitute shows my proposed amendments in 
context of the bill.

HB 552 introduced by Rep. Rick Uehling follows up on a 
hazardous streets crossing and pedestrian safety study 
undertaken by my office last interim with the help of the 
Municipality of Anchorage, Anchorage School District, and 
the state Department of Transportation.

The proposed amendments will fulfill the intended purpose 
not adequately dealt with in the original bill to ensure 
that community pedestrian arid traffic flow concerns are 
properly included in DOT'S deliberations when establishing 
speed zones and speed limits on state roads.

The amendments were developed with the help of and are 
supported by the Municipality of Anchorage and Cheryl 
Richardson, President of South Addition Community Council.

I am, by the way, not committed to the specific language of 
these amendments. My principal purpose is to help improve 
HB 552 so it actually does provide for greater safety in our 
neighborhoods.

During Interim  •  1024 W. 6th Avenue, Suite ?04C  •  Anchorage, A laska 99501 •  (907) 278-3654



Ford v'

A M E N D M E N T #1

O f f e r e d  in the H O U S E  By V. F i s c h e r

TO: HB 552

P a g e  1, a f t e r  line 13, i n s e r t  a n e w  bi l l  s e c t i o n  to read:

"* Sec. 2. A S  19.10.070 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n s  to read:

(b) In d e t e r m i n i n g  sa f e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  safe s p e e d  z o n e s  w i t h i n

u r b a n  a r e a s  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  u n d e r  (a) of this s e c t i o n ,  the d e p a r t­

m e n t  s h all c o n s u l t  w i t h  that m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall 

p r o v i d e  n o t i c e  and o p p o r t u n i t y  for a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 

s p e e d  l imit or s p e e d  zo n e  o t h e r  th a n  as r e c o m m e n d e d  by the m u n i c i p a l­

ity.

(c) In d e t e r m i n i n g  sa f e  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  safe s p e e d  z o n e s  u n der

(a) of this section, the d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c o n s u l t  w i t h  tl '’i m m u n i t y  

c o u n c i l  or o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in the affect 'u jiea, if 

the c o m m u n i t y  c o u n c i l  or o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e q u e s t s  in 

w r i t i n g  to p a r t i c i p a t e  in the d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall 

p r o v i d e  n o t i c e  and o p p o r t u n i t y  for a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 

s p e e d  l i m i t  or s p e e d  z o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  as r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  the c o m m u n i t y  

c o u n c i l  or o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o r g a n i z a t i o n . "

R e n u m b e r  r e m a i n i n g  b i l l  section.

E X P L A N A T I O N :  T h e  o r i g i n a l  H B  552 b i l l  do e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  that D O T  w o r k
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w i t h  the e x i s t i n g  m u n i c i p a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  or p u b l i c  w h e n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  speed 

z o n e s  and s p e e d  limits. T h e  p r o p o s e d  l a n g u a g e  r e q u i r e s  D O T  to not only

c o n s u l t  w i t h  the local g o v e r n m e n t ,  but a l s o  r e q u i r e s  that w h e n  D O T  is 

d e t e r m i n i n g  s p e e d  z o n e s  or s p e e d  limits, the m u n i c i p a l i t y  a n d  g e n e r a l  

p u b l i c  w o u l d  be p r o v i d e d  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  and the o p p o r t u n i t y  to comment.
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Ford y

O f f e r e d  in the H O U S E  By V. F i s c h e r

TO: H B  552

P a g e  lt line 13, a f t e r  " h i g h w a y s "  i n s e r t  " a nd a r t e r i a l  r o a d w a y s "

E X P L A N A T I O N :  T h e  a m e n d m e n t  e x p a n d s  the o r i g i n a l  b i l l  to i n c l u d e  t h ose

s t r e e t s  not c o v e r e d  u n d e r  the d e f i n i t i o n  of " h i g h w a y s " .  T h e r e  are a n u m b e r

of s t r e e t s  in the M u n i c i p a l i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  t h a t  are m a n a g e d  b y  D O T  that

a re n o t  h i g h w a y s  but are a r t e r i a l s .  T h i s  l a n g u a g e  a s s u r e s  that all s t r e e t s  

m a n a g e d  b y  D O T  are i n c l u d e d  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of the bill.

A M E N D M E N T  if 2
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Ford

A M E N D M E N T / 3

O f f e r e d  in the H O U S E  By V. F i s c h e r

TO: HB 552

P a g e  1, line 17, a f t e r  " c o n s i d e r” insert:

"t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t o r s  in the o r d e r  of p r i o r i t y  l i s t e d : "

P a g e  1, lines 18 - 25, d e l e t e  all m a t e r i a l  and insert:

"(1) n e i g h b o r h o o d  safety, i n c l u d i n g  the p r e s e n c e  of  c h i l d r e n  

and p e d e s t r i a n  tr a f f i c ;

(2) the p r e s e n c e  o f  schools, parks, and c r o s s w a l k s ;

(3) the p r e s e n c e  of  d r i v e w a y s ,  p a r k e d  v e h i c l e s ,  a n d  m u l t i­

ple t u r n  l o c a t i o n s ;

(4) that s p e e d  at w h i c h  sa f e  and p r u d e n t  d r i v e r s  c o u l d  pass 

t h r o u g h  the s p e e d  zone;

(5) the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of l o c a l  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  the ed

z o n e ; and

(6) the e f f e c t s  o f  the p r o p o s e d  s p e e d s  o n  a i r  q u a l i t y  and

X
n o i s e  l e v e l s . "

E X P L A N A T I O N :  T h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  r e f l e c t s  s t a n d a r d  D O T  p o l i c y  w h e n

e s t a b l i s h i n g  s p e e d  z o n e s  a n d  s p e e d  limits. If a d o p t e d ,  H B  552 wTo u l d  not 

r e q u i r e  D O T  to c o n s i d e r  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  c o n c e r n s  b e y o n d  those 

a l r e a d y  c o n s i d e r e d  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  p r a c t i c e .
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The proposed language:

a. establishes the priority DOT is to assign community concerns when 

establishing speed zones and speed limits,

b. adds (i?l) as a new concern. Neighborhood safety including the 

presence of children and pedestrian traffic is to be considered above all 

other concerns.

c. adds (//6). The effects of the proposed speeds on air quality a n d  

noise levels will be taken into consideration when establishing speed zones 

and limits. This concern was added at the request of an Anchorage coir u- 

nity council.
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H B  522 
C O M M I T T E E  B A C K - U P

L e t t e r  f r o m  Rep. U e h l i n g  

E x i s t i n g  S t a t u t e s

D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P o s i t i o n  P a p e r  

0 F i s c a l  n o t e

M a n u a l  O n  U n i f o r m  T r a f f i c  C o n t r o l  D e v i c e s  

T r a f f i c  E n g i n e e r  H a n d b o o k  

C u r r e n t  R e g u l a t i o n s

D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ' s  F o r m a l  P o l i c y  and P r o c e d u r e  on 
the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of s p e e d  zones.

H o u s e  R e s e a r c h  R e p o r t  on r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  p o l i c e s  in o t h e r  
s t a t e s  w h i c h  g u i d e  h o w  s p e e d  l i m i t s  are set.

O r e g o n  V e h i c l e  Code

W a s h i n g t o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t  - S p e e d  L i m i t s  

A r i z o n a  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  L a w s


