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D A T E :

C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  C S S B  4 2 3 ( S A ) a m

" A n  A c t  c r e a t i n g  a  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  c l e a r i n g h o u s e . "

a n d  r e c o m m e n d s :

y d o  p a s s  

d o  n o t  p a s s

d o  p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n l m e n t ( s )  

n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

r e p l a c e  w i t h  _______________________________________
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[ ]  s a m e  t i t l e

[  ]  n e w  t i t l e

C o m m i t t e e

a n d  a t t a c h e s : [ ]  l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t
[  ]  f i r s t  f i s c a l  n o t e
[ ] n e w  f i s c a l  n o t e
[ ] z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e

S I G N I N G  D O  P A S S : S I G N I N G  O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :
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A p r i l  2 5 ,  1 9 8 6

M E M O R A N D U M

T O R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K a t i e  H u r l e y ,  C h a i r m a n  
H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f  . i t t e e

F R O M S e n a t o r  J a n  F a i j k s

S U B J E C T :  B a c k g r o u n d  o n  S e n a t e y  B i l l  4 2 3 ,  a n  A c t  c r e a t i n g  a
m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s  i p i r o r m a t i o n  c l e a r i n g h o u s e .

T h e  l o c a t i n g  o f  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s  h a s  b e e n  h a m p e r e d  i n  t h i s  
s t a t e  b y  t h e  l a c k  o f  c o n s i s t e n t  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  r e c e i v i n g ,  
p r o c e s s i n g ,  a n d  s h a r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  l o s t  p e r s o n s .
E a c h  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  i t s  o w n  m e t h o d  
f o r  h a n d l i n g  r e p o r t s  o f  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s ,  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  v i c t i m ,  a n d  f o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  s e a r c h  
e f f o r t s  w i t h  o t h e r s .

O f t e n ,  t h i s  l a c k  o f  c o n s i s t e n c y  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  u n d u e  
e x p e n s e  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  n e e d l e s s  a n x i e t y  f o r  f r i e n d s  
a n d  r e l a t i v e s .  T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  i s  a g g r a v a t e d  b y  t h e  v a s t ­
n e s s  o f  o u r  s t a t e .  A  b o d y  w a s h e d  u p  o n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  
B e r i n g  S e a  i s  n o t  m a t c h e d  w i t h  a  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s  r e p o r t  
f i l e d  i n  K e t c h i k a n .  V i l l a g e  o f f i c i a l s  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n v e s t i ­
g a t e  t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  t e e n a g e r  l o n g  a f t e r  s h e  h a s  
b e e n  f o u n d  b y  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  F a i r b a n k s .

B y  c r e a t i n g  a  c e n t r a l  r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  a n d  h a n d ­
l i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s ,  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 2 3  
s h o u l d  r e l i e v e  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s .

S e c t i o n  1  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  C l e a r i n g h o u s e  a n d  r e q u i r e s  i t  t o  
c r e a t e  a  s t a t e w i d e  s y s t e m  f o r  h a n d l i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s .  T h e  C l e a r i n g h o u s e  w i l l  c o l l e c t  a n d  
d i s s e m i n a t e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .  I t  w i l l  
c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C r i m e  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r
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a b o u t  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s  c a s e s ,  a n d  w i l l  t r a i n  o f f i c i a l s  o n  
h o w  t o  b e s t  t o  u s e  t h e  C l e a r i n g h o u s e .

T h i s  s e c t i o n  p l a c e s  a  d u t y  o n  a l l  l a v ;  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  
t o  s e n d  t o  t h e  C l e a r i n g h o u s e  a l l  r e p o r t s  o f  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s  
w h o  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  f o u n d  w i t h i n  s e v e n t y - t w o .

I t  a l s o  a l l o w s  a g e n c i e s  t o  o b t a i n  m e d i c a l  a n d  d e n t a l  
r e c o r d s  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  i d e n t i f y  b o d i e s .  I f  r e l a t i v e s  o f  
t h e  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  c a n n o t  b e  
o b t a i n e d  b y  a  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  u n l e s s  t h e y  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  
b y  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s .  I f  n o  r e l a t i v e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  l a v ;  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  c a n  o b t a i n  r e c o r d s  o n  t h e i r  o w n  
i n i t i a t i v e .  W h e n  t h e  a g e n c i e s  o b t a i n  t h e s e  r e c o r d s ,  t h e y  
m u s t  f o r w a r d  t h e m  t o  t h e  C l e a r i n g h o u s e .

I f  a g e n c i e s  f a i l  t o  t u r n  o v e r  r e p o r t s  o r  r e c o r d s  t o  t h e  
C l e a r i n g h o u s e ,  t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  a  m a x i m u m  c i v i l  p e n a l t y  o f  
$1 0 , 0 0 0 .

T h e  b i l l  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  p e r s o n s  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  C l e a r i n g h o u s e  
o n c e  p e r s o n s  w h o  a r e  r e p o r t e d  m i s s i n g  a r e  l o c a t e d .  T h e  
f a i l u r e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  _ n r r i e s  a  m a x i m u m  
c i v i l  p e n a l t y  o f  $ 1 0 0 0 .

S e c t i o n  2  o f  t h e  b i l l  a m e n d s  a  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  w h i c h  d e a l s  
w i t h  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  h a n d l i n g  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s  r e p o r t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  a d d s  t h e  
a d d i t i o n a l  d u t y  o f  f i l i n g  t h e s e  r e p o r t s  w i t h  t h e  C l e a r i n g ­
h o u s e .

T h a n k  y o u .



STATE OF ALASKA 1986 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

R E Q U E S T _______________________________________

Bill/Resolution No. :C S S B  4 2 3  (SA) a m  

Title: " A n  A c t  c r e a t i n g  a m i s s i n g  

p e r s o n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  c l e a r i n g h o u s e .

Sponsor: S e n a t o r  F a i k s
Requestor: House S t a t e  A f f a i r s  
Date of Request: ____________________

Revision D a te : —  
F IS C A L  D E T A IL ____________________

Agency Affected: P u 'p l i c  S a f e t y  
. A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s

Components : d e t a c h m e n t s  a n d  C I B

E X P E N D IT U R E S /R E V E N U E S  : (T h o u s a n d s  of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPER AT ING 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING : (T housands  of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERALFUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL 0 0 r  o' 0 0

P O S IT IO N S  :
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ANALYSIS : Attach a separate page if necessary

C o s t s  o f  i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  c a n  b e  a b s o r b e d  i f  t h e  f i s c a l  
n o t e  f o r  C SSB  2 1 9  ( F I N )  , w h i c h  a d d r e s s e s  a  r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t ,  i s  a d o p t e d .
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P h o n e  

D a t e : .
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Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
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D E P A R T M E N T  OF  PU BL I C  SAFETY

P OS IT IO N P A P E R  - CSSB 423 (SA) a m  

Support 

M a r c h  25, 1986

CSS B 423 (SA) am - "An Act c r e a t i n g  a m i s s i n g  pers on s

in f o r m a t i o n  c l e a r i n g h o u s e . "

The D e p a r t m e n t  of Public Safety, D i v i s i o n  of A l a s k a  

State Tro op er s,  h as  on its own i n it ia tiv e im p l e m e n t e d  a 

m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s  clea ri ng ho use .

No funds have  b e e n  a p p r o p r i a t e d  for this purpose. A 

S er geant and c l e r i c a l  support are b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  by 

D e t a c h m e n t s  and C.I.B.

S p ec ia l p r o g r a m s  have be e n  w r i t t e n  for a software 

produ ct cal le d INQUIRE. An  int erface has b e e n  w r i t t e n  to 

link A P S I N  (Alaska Pub l i c  Saf ety  I n f o r m a t i o n  Network) 

w i t h  INQUIRE. T h es e p ro d u c t s  run u n d e r  d if f e r e n t  

o p e r a t i n g  systems. Bo t h  the in terface and the p r o g r a m  

require m a i n t e n a n c e  from programmers.

W e  are s u b m i t t i n g  a zer o fiscal note w i t h  this bill. 

However, if CSSB 219 (FIN) does not pass, w e  m a y  need to 

a s k  the L e g i s l a t u r e  in the future for a p a r t - t i m e  Data 

P r o g r a m m e r  to m a i n t a i n  the m i s s i n g  perso ns program.

Rob er t J. Sh ndberg
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OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

M a r c h  3 ,

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a n  P a i k s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

R e : S e n a t e  B i l l  4 2 3

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a i k s :

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  o f f i c e  h a s  r e v i e w e d  S e n a t e  B i l l  4 2 3  w i t h  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  s u b m i t t e d  
a  n e w  p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  a n d  f i s c a l  n o t e .  Y o u  w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  
t h e  n e w  f i s c a l  n o t e  r e f l e c t s  n o  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  s h o u l d  t h i s  b i l l  p a s s .

A  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  J u n e a u  E m p i r e  q u o t e d  y o u  a s  s t a t i n g  
t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  h a d  a  s o f t w a r e  p a c k a g e  
t h a t  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  t o  h e l p  t r a c k  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s ,  b u t  t h e r e  
w a s  n o  o n e  i n  t h e  a g e n c y  w h o  k n e w  h o w  t o  w o r k  w i t h  i t .  I
b e l i e v e  t h e  s o f t w a r e  y o u  w e r e  r e f e r r i n g  t o  i s  a  p a c k a g e
c a l l e d  " I n q u i r e . "  W e  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  p r o g r a m s  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  t r a c k  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s ,  a n d  h a v e  w r i t t e n  t h e  i n t e r f a c e  t o  
t h e  A P S I N  s y s t e m .  T h i s  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  a s  " I n q u i r e "  r u n s  o n  a  
m a i n f r a m e  i n  J u n e a u  u n d e r  C M S ,  w h i l e  A P S I N  r u n s  o n  a  
m a i n f r a m e  i n  A n c h o r a g e  u n d e r  M V S X A .  O u r  p e r s o n n e l  d o  h a v e  
t h e  e x p e r t i s e  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  m a i n t a i n  p r o g r a m s  w i t h i n  
" I n q u i r e . "  I t  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  b o u g h t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  t o
a i d  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  h o m i c i d e s  w h i c h
o c c u r r e d  i n  F a i r b a i k s .  I t  i s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  v a l u a b l e  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  t o o l ,

W h a t  o u r  f i s c a l  n o t e  o r i g i n a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  w a s  a  p r o g r a m m e r  
w h o  w o u l d  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  n e w  p r o g r a m s  w i t h i n  
" I n q u i r e , "  a n d  a l s o  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h o s e  w h i c h  w e r e  w r i t t e n  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  m i s s i n g  p e r s o n s  c l e a r i n g h o u s e .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a c t u a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  t w o  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  
s u p p o r t  p e r s o n n e l ,  o n e  i n  t h i s  b i l l ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  i n  
C H S B 2 1 9 .  B o t h  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  n o t  n e e d e d ;  h o w e v e r ,  w e  d o  n o t  
k .  ' - 'w w h i c h  b i l l  w i l l  p a s s .  O u r  e x i s t i n g  p e r s o n n e l  s i m p l y  d o  
n o t  h a v e  t i m e  t o  m a i n t a i n  m o r e  s y s t e m s  a n d  p r o g r a m s .  A t  
p r e s e n t ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  u s e r  
o f  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  r e s o u r c e s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  W e  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  
a l l  o f  o u r  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  s i x  p r o g r a m m e r s  a n d  r h r e e  t r a i n e e s .

BILL SHEFFIELD, GO VERNOR

POUCH N
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 

PHONE: 4 0 5  — 4 3 2 2

1 9 8 6



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a n  F a i k s - 2 - M a r c h  3 ,  1 9 8 6

I  f e e l  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g  a n  e x c e l l e n t  j o b  w i t h  t h e  l i m i t e d  
r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

I  t r u s t  t h i s  e x p l a i n s  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  w i t h  o u r  f i s c a l  n o t e  o n  
S e n a t e  B i l l  4 2 3 .  I f  I  c a n  b e  o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  
a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w .

S i n c e r e l y
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HOUSE  
COMMITTEE REPORT

(? )
Da t e  referred: 4/ 2 6/86

F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :  H E S S

D A T E :_ S ' / S ' /

S T A T E  A F F A I R S  „  .  S B  4 7 5 a m
T h e  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d

" A n  A c t  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  w o o l y  m a m m o t h  ( M a m m u t h u s  p r i m i g e n i u s )  a s  t h e  s t a t e  
f o s s i l . 11

a n d  r e c o m m e n d s :

d o  p a s s  

d o  n o t  p a s s  

o  p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )  

n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

r e p l a c e  w i t h  _______________________________________

a n d  r e c o m m e n d s

[ ] f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e

[ ] s a m e  t i t l e

[  ]  n e w  t i t l e

C o m m i t t e e

a n d  a t t a c h e s : ] l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  
] f i r s t  f i s c a l  n o t e  
] n e w  f i s c a l  n o t e  
] z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e

C h a i r m a n



February BB, l9bo

D e a r  3etty,

H o c e  t h i s  v i l l  g i v e  y o u  e n o u g h  
i n f o r m a t i o n  ?\->r y o u  t o  w o r k  w i t h .  I  w i l l  
v e r y  m u c h  a p o r e c i a t e  w h a t e v e r  y o u  c a n  r . j  
t o  m a k e  t h e  i o o l l y  M a m m o t h  t h e  o f f i c a l  s t a t e  
f o s s i l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Jr /  / '»6 / _ /
(~c (

i d  M c L a u g h l i n
P . O .  B o x  1 9
F a i r o a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 7



The .vooily M a m m o t h  was the l a r g e s t  an d one of tne mos t p r e v a l e n t  animals 

li v i n g  in A l a s k a  du ri n g  p r e h i s t o r i c  times. Its r e ma in s nave beer, f ou nd  

a l l  o v e r  the state and e s c e c i a l l y  in the g o l d  m i n i n g  areas w h e r e  the 

d r e d g e s  o o e r a t e d .  T hr ee  y e ar s ago a s x u l l  w i t h  the tusks it tac he d was 

u n e a r t h e d  at a g o l d  c a m p  n o r t h  of F a i r b a n k s .  The 'JAF M u s e u m  p r e s e r v e d  

a n d  m o u n t e d  this b e a u t i f u l  s c e c i m e n  a n d  it is n o w  on public disolay.

The .•/oolly M a m m o t h  was a m a g n i f i c e n t  a n i m a l  s t a n d i n g  o v e r  f o u r t e e n  feet 

h i g h  at the s h o u l d e r  w i t h  r e d d i s h  b r o w n  M u s k  O x  type guard hairs o v e r  

soft u n d e r l y i n g  ha i r  that keo t  it w a r m  d u r i n g  tne long h a r s h  Alaskan 

wi nt e r s .  B e ca us e the a n i m a l  was i m p o r t a n t  to the ea rli es t i n h a b it ant s 

of  o u r  state an d is now  extinct, I r e c o m m e n d  that the .-<oolly M a m m o t h  

be n a m e d  the A l a s k a  State Fossil.



T H E  NEW M A M M O T H  S K E L E T O N  AT 

THE U N I V E R S I T Y  OF A L A S K A  M U S E U M

An unus u al  m a m m o t h  s k e l e t o n  has been b r o u g h t  to the U n i v e r s i t y  of Al a sk a  

M u s e u m  in F a i r b a n k s .  T h i s  s p e c i m e n  c o m e s  fran western A l a s k a  and has 

b e e n  r a d i o m e t r i c a l l y  d a t e d  a t  1 5 , 0 9 0  ± 170 y e a r s  old. Th e  s k u l l ,  w h i c h  

c o n t a i n s  both tusks in t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  was put into a 

p r o t e c t i v e  p l a s t e r  c a s t  in the f ield in the fall of 1582 a n d  flown to 

F a i r b a n k s  the f o l l o w i n g  year. A d d i t i o n a l  bones w e r e  e x c a v a t e d  from the 

s i t e  in the s u m m e r  of 1983. For several m o n t h s  the c a s t  has bee n  l e f t  

u n d i s t u r b e d  w h i l e  it has a d j u s t e d  to local t e m p e r a t u r e  and h u m i d i t y  

c o n d i t i o n s .  It is now r e a d y  for the M u s e u m  to p r e p a r e  the skull for 

e x h i b i t .

P r e p a r a t i o n  'work 'will be d o n e  in the l o b b y  o f  the M u s e u m  thro u gh  

S e p t e m b e r  and lid November(iYR)lt will i n v o l v e  s tep b y  step removal o f  the 

c a s t ,  c l e a n i n g ,  and s t r e n g t h e n i n g  of the c r a n i u m ,  tusks, an d  m a n d i b l e  

( l o w e r  jaw). This work will be u n d e r  the d i r e c t i o n  of Or. R. Dal e 

G u t h r i e ,  P r o f e s s o r  of Z o o l o g y  a n d  M u s e u m  A f f i l i a t e  in V e r t e b r a t e  

P a l e o n t o l o g y .  Or, G u t h r i e  will w o r k  c l o s e l y  with G a r y  M. S e l i n g e r ,  

M u s e u m  T e c h n i c i a n  and s p e c i a l i s t  in A l a s k a n  P l e i s t o c e n e  v e r t e b r a t e  

f o s s i l s .

T h e  n e w  m a m m o t h  is of special i n t e r e s t  b e c a u s e  it was p r e s e r v e d  a t  the 

site w h e r e  it died. In a d d i t i o n  to the skull and o t h e r  skeletal parts, 

m a m m o t h  h a i r  and f r a g m e n t s  of flesh, fossil w o o d , seeds, p o l le n ,  o t h e r  

p l a n t  r e m a i n s ,  bones o f  l a r g e  and small m a m m a l s ,  beetles, bird f e a t h e r s , 

a n d  v o l c a n i c  ash h ave all been f o u nd  at  the m a m m o t h  site. F u t u r e  

r e s e a r c h  on t h e se  v a r i o u s  m a t e r i a l s  s h o u l d  y i e l d  a ve r y  good p i c t u r e  of 

t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  and a n i m a l s  t ha t  e x i s t e d  in this par t  of  Al as k a  d u r i n g  

t h e  l a t e  P l e i s t o c e n e .

F a r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  call T e r r y  D i c k e y  a t  4 7 4 -7 5 0 5 .

0 9 / 0 8 / 8 3



( on i |m ri .s im  o f  m a s to d o n  a n d  ina in i i io i l i

Mastodon and  skull Woolly m am m oth and  .skull

r n ‘
*k<Xs

—

W’



A l a s k a  # tate  IL e g is L a t u r e

Apvisorv Council M e m O e ^  
Senator Bennett, Chairman 
Senator AQooa 
Senator Kerttula 
Senator SacKett

W

=0  Box V 
State Caonci 

Juneau. Atasxa S93r 
3hone: iSO?' -65-31T-1

MEMCRANDU1

S e n a t e  a b t n s o r p  C o u n c i l

T O:

FROM:

DATE:

RE :

S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

C a r o l  R .  P e r r y h i l l  
S e n a t e  A c v i s o r /  C o u n c i l

M a r c h  1 1 ,  1 9 8 6

R e s e a r c h  R e c u e s t

A s  r e q u e s t e d ,  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  s t a t e s  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  a  s t a r e  f o s s i l ;

C a l i f o r n i a :  S a b e r - T o o t h e d  C a t  
N e b r a s k a :  M a n r r o t h  
N e v a d a : I c h t h y o s a u r

A t t a c h e d  i s  a n  e x c e r p t  f r o m  T h e  E c c k  o f  t h e  S t a t e s  -  1 9 8 4 - 1 9 8 5  w h i c h  
g i v e s  a  b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  t h e  s t a t e  b i r d ,  f l o w e r , c e r c ,  e t c . ,  f o r  e a c h  
s t a t e .

I f  w e  m a y  b e  o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s .

C R B ; c r b  
A t t a c h m e n t :



A l a s k a  H>tate ^ Le g is la tu r e

Ajvisory Council Members P0 ®°* v
Senalor Bennetl. Chairman ,-4 c ^ r P§arI Slate Capitol
Senator Abood ytjPv' Juneau. AlasKa 99811
Senalor Kerttula Phone: (907) 465-3114
Senator SacKett

S e n a te  9 i)l)iSo n >  C o u n c il

MEHORANDLM

TO: Senato r F a h r e n k a n p

Alaska S t a t e  L eg i s l a t u r e

FROM:: C a r o l  R. Eerrvhill-,

Re se ar ch er

CATE: I lay 1, 1986

RE: Pr otection L e g i s la ti on for S ta te  Embl em s

As  requested, f o l lo wi ng is addit io na l information reg a r d i n g  p r ot ec tio n 

legislation for state emblems; e xc l u d e d  are state flags, seals, c oa t  of 

arms, etc. I als o located e t h e r  states, b e s i d e s  those m e n t i o n e d  in Book of  

the S t a t e s , that h a v e  a state fossil. A t t a c h e d  are co pie s c f  the S ta te 

statutes from w h i c h  th e e n s u i n g  i nformation w a s  gathered.

Alabama T h e  A l a b a m a  leg is la tu re d esi gn at es  as the o ff i c i a l  

state fossil the S p e ci es Ba si l c s a u r u s  Cetoides. M o  

state fossil m a y  be  removed from the S t a t e  o f  Alabama, 

in w h o l e  o r  in pare, ex c e p t  by  p r io r wr i t t e n  approval 

o f  the Governor.

Co lo r a d o

F l or id a

T h e  C o l o r a d o  state flo wer  is the Columbine. It is the 

du t y  o f  all ci ti z e n s  o f  the S tate to pr o t e c t  the 

C o l u m b i n e  fr c m  n ee dl ess  de st ruction or  waste. T h er e 

are l imitations on p i c k i n g  the state flower a n d  

p e n al ti es  for v i o l a t i n g  those limitations.

T h e  C o l o r a d o  state an i m a l  is the R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  b i g ho rn  

sheep. It is un la w f u l  for an y pe rs on  to pursue, take, 

hunt, wound, o r  kill  a n y  R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  b i g h o r n  sheep, 

exc ep t as p ro v i d e d  in T i t l e  33.

T h e  s ta te  tree; in Fl o r i d a  is the Sa ba l P a l m e t t o  Palm. 

Th i s  section is d i f f e r e n t  in that it states that  "said 

state tree b e i n g  n o w  e x t e n s i v e l y  used for comme rc ia l 

purposes, th e pr ovi s i o n s  o f  this  section shall not b e  

c o n s t r u e d  to limit in a n y  m a n n e r  s aid u se  t h e r e o f  in 

business, industry, commerce, for feed, o r  for a n y  

o t h e r  c o mm er cia l purposes".



S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p  
M a y  1 ,  1 9 8 6  
P a c e  2

G e o r g i a

L o u i s i a n a

M a i n e

Maryland

M a s s a c h u s e t t s

M o n t a n a  

N e w  M e x i c o  

N e w  Y o r k  

N o r t h  D a k o t a  

T e x a s

T h e r e  a r e  
s t a t u t e s ;  I c w a  
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t

T h e  o f f i c i a l  G e o r g i a  s t a t e  f o s s i l  i s  t h e  s h a r k  t e e t h .

T h e  o f f i c i a l  L o u i s i a n a  s t a t e  f o s s i l  i s  p e t r i f i e d  
p a l r r w c o d .

T h e  o f f i c i a l  M a i n e  s t a t e  f o s s i l  i s  P e r c i c a  
Q u a d r i f a r i a .

T h e  S t a t e  o f  M a r y l a n d  h a s  a n  o f f i c i a l  f o s s i l  s h e l l  
w h i c h  i s  t h e  E c p h o r a  Q u a d r i c o s t a t a .

T h e  M a y f l o w e r  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  f l o w e r  o r  f l o r a l  e m b l e m  
o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  T h e r e  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e  f l o w e r  a n d  p e n a l t i e s  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  
v i o l a t i n g  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  l a w .

T h e  o f f i c i a l  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  s t a t e  f o s s i l  i s  t h e  d i n o s a u r  
t r a c k .

T h e  o f f i c i a l  M o n t a n a  s t a t e  f o s s i l  i s  t h e  d u c k - b i l l e d  
M a i a s a u r a  P e e b l e s o r u m .

T h e  o f f i c i a l  N e w  M e x i c o  s t a t e  f o s s i l  i s  t h e  
C c e l o p h v s i s .

T h e  o f f i c i a l  f o s s i l  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  N e w  Y o r k  i s  t h e  
E u r v p t e r u s .

T e r e d o  p e t r i f i e d  w o c d  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  f o s s i l  o f  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  N o r t h  D a k o t a .

T h e  P e c a n  t r e e  i s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  t r e e  o f  T e x a s .  
T h e r e  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  p r e v e n t s  t h r a s h i n g  p e c a n s  
a n d  p r o v i d e s  f o r  p e n a l t y  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  v i o l a t i o n .

t w o  s t a t e s  i n  w h i c h  I  d i d  n o t  l o c a t e  o f f i c i a l  e m b l e m s  i n  t h e  
a n d  W e s t  V i r g i n i a .  I f  I  m a y  b e  o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  
m e .

C R B ; c r b  
A t t a c h m e n t s :



A l a s k a  H>tate  l e g i s l a t u r e

Aavisory Council Members 
Senalor Bennett, Chairman 
Senator Abood 
Senator Kerttula 
Senator Sackett

PO. Box V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
Phone: (907) 465-311*1

Sena te  Sbbisorp Council

MEMORANDA

T O :  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

FROM: C a r o l  B e r r y h i l l ' i  v "
R e s e a r c h e r

DATE:  A p r i l  2 8 ,  1 9 8 6

E E :  P r o t e c t i o n  L e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  S t a t e  E m b l e m s

A s  r e q u e s t e d ,  f o l l o w i n g  i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  
l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  s t a t e  e m b l e m s .  T h e  t h r e e  s t a t e s  ( C a l i f o r n i a ,  N e b r a s k a  a n d  
N e v a d a )  t h a t  h a v e  a  s t a t e  f o s s i l  d o  n o t  h a v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
s t a t e  f o s s i l .  H o w e v e r ,  C a l i f o r n i a  h a s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  p r o t e c t s  t h e  s t a t e  
t r e e  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  r e p t i l e ;  N e v a d a  h a s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  p r o t e c t s  t h e  
h a r v e s t i n g  o f  p i n e  n u t s  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  t r e e .

I  w i l l  f o r w a r d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  4 6  s t a t e s '  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  I  g a t h e r  i t .
I f  v c u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e .

C R E ; c r b
A t t a c h m e n t s :  R e s p e c t i v e  S t a t e  S t a t u t e s



BILL HIST OR Y

H O U SE C A L E N D A R : 5 - 1 0 - 8 6 S3

3 I L L
P A G E
D A T E
C H A M B E R
T E X T

S B 0 4 7 5
0 2 2 9 9
0 4 / 1 0 / 8 6
S E N A T E

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  4 7 5  b y  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  e n t i t l e d :
" A n  A c t  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  c o o l l y  m a m m o t h  
a s  t h e  s t a t e  f o s s i l . "

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  
C o m m i t t e e .

3 I L L  S B 0 4 7 5
P A G E  0 2 4 6 3
D A T E  0 4 / 2 4 / 3 6
C H A M B E R  S E N A T E
T E X T  T h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d  S E N A T E  3 I L L  N O .  4 7 5

( d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  w o o l l y  m a m m o t h  a s  t h e  s t a t e  f o s s i l )  a n d  a
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  d o  p a s s .  T h e  r e p o r t  
w a s  s i g n e d  b y  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i , C h a i r m a n  a n d  c o n c u r r e d  
i n  b y  S e n a t o r s  C o g h i l l ,  H a l f o r d ,  F a h r e n k a m p ,  V i c  F i s c h e r  a n d  
Z h a r o f f .
F i s c a l  n o t e  i s  z e r o .
S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  4 7 5  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e .

3 I L L  S B 0 4 7 5
P A G E  0 2 4 7 8
D A T E  0 4 / 2 5 / 8 6
C H A M B E R  S E N A T E
T E X T  T h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  4 7 5

( d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  w o o l l y  m a m m o t h  . s  t h e  s t a t e  f o s s i l )  a n d  a
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  c a l e n d a r  A p r i l  2 5 .
T h e  r e p o r t  w a s  s i g n e d  b y  S e n a t o r  K e l l y ,  C h a i r m a n  a n d
c o n c u r r e d  i n  b y  S e n a t o r s  F a i k s ,  J o s e p h s o n  a n d  C o g h i l l .

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  4 7 5  i s  o n  t h e  c a l e n d a r .

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  4 7 5  ( d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  w o o l l y  m a m m o t h  a s  t h e
s t a t e  f o s s i l )  w a s  r e a d  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e .
S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f  o f f e r e d  A m e n d m e n t  N o .  1 :

P a g e  1 ,  l i n e s  6 ,  9  a n d  1 4 :  A f t e r  " m a m m o t h "
i n s e r t  "  ( M a m m u t h u s  p r i m i g e n i u s )  F a h r e n k a m p v . s )  "  

S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f  m o v e d  a n d  a s k e d  u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t  f o r  t h e  
a d o p t i o n  o f  A m e n d m e n t  N o .  1 .  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p  o b j e c t e d .  
S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f  o f f e r e d  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  A m e n d m e n t  N o .  1 :  

A f t e r  " p r i m i g e n i u s ) "  d e l e t e  " F a h r e n k a m p u s "
S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f  m o v e d  a n d  a s k e d  u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t  t h a t  t h e  
a m e n d m e n t  t o  A m e n d m e n t  N o .  1  b e  a d o p t e d .  W i t h o u t  o b j e c t i o n ,  
t h e  a m e n d m e n t  t o  A m e n d m e n t  N o .  1  w a s  a d o p t e d .
S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p  w i t h d r e w  h e r  o b j e c t i o n .
S e n a t o r  Z h a r o f f  m o v e d  a n d  a s k e d  a n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t  t h a t  
A m e n d m e n t  N o .  1  a s  a m e n d e d  b e  a d o p t e d .  W i t h o u t  o b j e c t i o n ,  
A m e n d m e n t  N o .  1  a s  a m e n d e d  w a s  a d o p t e d .

S e n a t o r  F a i k s  m o v e d  a n d  a s k e d  u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t  t h a t  s h e  b e
a l l t  c  
o b j e c t e d .



S e n a t o r  H a l f o r d  m o v e d  a n d  a s k e d  u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t  t h a t  
< S E N A T E  3 I L L  NO' .  4 7  5  a m  > b e  c o n s i d e r e d  e n g r o s s e d ,  a d v a n c e d  t o  
t h i r d  r e a d i n g  a n d  p l a c e d  o n  f i n a l  p a s s a g e .  W i t h o u t  o b j e c ­
t i o n ,  i t  w a s  s o  o r d e r e d .
S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  4 7 5  a m  w a s  r e a d  t h e  t h i r d  t i m e .
T h e  q u e s t i o n  b e i n g :  " S h a l l  S E N A T E  3 I L L  N O .  4 7 5  a m  ( d e s i g ­
n a t i n g  t h e  w o o l l y  m a m m o t h  ( M a m m u t h u s  p r i m i g e n i u s )  a s  t h e  
s t a t e  f o s s i l )  p a s s  t h e  S e n a t e ? "  T h e  r o l l  w a s  t a k e n  w i t h  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t :
S B  4 7 5  AM 3 R D

Y e a s :  1 4  B e n n e t t ,  C o g h i l l ,  F a h r e n k a m p ,
F a i k s ,  F e r g u s o n ,  H a l f o r d ,
J o s e p h s o n ,  K e l l y ,  K e r t t u l a ,  R a y ,
S a c k e t t ,  S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  Z h a r o f f ,
Z i e g l e r

N a y s :    1  F i s c h e r  P a u l
E x c u s e d :  5  A b o o d ,  D e V r i e s ,  E l i a s o n ,

F i s c h e r  V i c ,  R o d e v  
a n d  s o ,  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  4 7 5  a m  p a s s e d  t n e  S e n a t e .
S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  4 7 5  a m  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  
e n g r o s s m e n t .

S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  4 7 5  a m  w a s  e n g r o s s e d ,  s i g n e d  b v  
P r e s i d e n t  a n d  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  H o u s e  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

t h e
f o r

B I L L
P A G E
D A T S
C H A M B E R
T E X T

3 I L L
P A G E
D A T E
C H A M B E R
T E X T

S B 0 4 7 5
0 2 9 2 6
0 4 / 2 6 / 8 6
H O U S E
S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  4 7 5  a m e n d e d ,  b y  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  
e n t i t l e d :

" A n  A c t  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  w o o l l y  m a m m o t h  
( M a m m u t h u s  p r i m i g e n i u s )  a s  t h e  s t a t e  
f o s s i l . "

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  
a n d  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e s .

*1- . Vl. . • ''Zm  , _
S B 0 4 7 5
0 3 2 4 6
0 5 / 0 8 / 8 6
H O U S E
T h e  S p e a k e r  w a i v e d  t h e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
C o m m i t t e e  r e f e r r a l  o n  S E N A T E  3 I L L  N O .  4 7 5  a m e n d e d  
( d e s i g n a t i n g  t h e  w o o l l y  m a m m o t h  ( m a m m u t h u s  p r i m i g e n i u s )  a s  

t h e  s t a t e  f o s s i l )  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  C h a i r m a n .
S B  4 7 5 a m  w a s  s e n t  t o  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  p l a c e m e n t  o n  
t h e  c a l e n d a r .
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Date referred: 4/ 26/ 86

/  '

FURTHER REFERRALS: HESS

DATE

The
STATE AFFAIRS

» g y V / S i s .

Committee has considered
SB 475am

"An Act designating the wooly mammoth (Mammuthus primigenius) as the state 
f o s s i l ."

and recommends:

[ ] do pass

[ ] do not pass

[ ] do pass with attached amendment(s)

no recommendation 

[ ] replace with ___________________________

and recommends

[ ] further referral to the

] same title 

] new title

Committee

and attaches: [ ] letter of intent
[ ] first fiscal note
[ ] new fiscal note
[ ] zero fiscal note

S I G N I N G  vDO P A S S :

4

SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

i / o  ^ 8 ^ ,

~ 7 la

^ 0



Wo o l l y  M a m m o t h 

(state fossil)

Woolly M a m m o t h  

(state fossil)

SEHATE BILL HO. 47 5 . by Che R e s o u r c e s  Committee. W ould 

designate the w oo l l y  m a mm o t h  as the state fossil "to give 

recognition to this animal that was the largest and one of the m o s t  

prevalent animals in Che state but v n o s e  remains are nov f ound o nly 

as fossils."

Introduced April 10, 1986 and r e f e r r e d  to Resources.

SE N A T E  3ILL HO. 47 5 ( A M ) , (see page 437). R e p o r t e d back 

to the Senate April 24 by Resources r e c o m m e n d i n g  it do pass. 

Co n c u r r i ng :  Sturgulevski (Chair), Coghill, 5Lalfo7:d, Fahrenkamp, V.

F i s c h e r  and Zharoff.

On A p r i l  25 amendment 1 by Zha\*off waa adopted. It inserts the 

genus name "Mammuthus primigeuus" w h e r e  appropriate. The bill then 

p a s s e d  the Senate, 14-1-5. Nay: P. Fischer. Excused: Abood,

D e V r i e s ; 31iason, V. Fischer, Rodey.

Woolly Mamm o t h  SENATE 3 ILL NO. 47 5 (AM) . (see page 437). Received in the 

(state fossil) House A pril 26, 1986 and r e f e r r e d  to State Affairs and HESS.
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FURTHER REFERRALS:

T h e STATE AFFAIRS

D A T E : 5 / /  7 / f e

Committee has considered CSSCR 3 2 (SA)

Relating to the bicentenary of the United States Constitution.

and recommends: 

do pass 

do not pass

do pass with attached amendment(s) 

no recommendation

replace with __________________________ [ ] same title

[ ] new title

and recommends __________

[ ] further referral to the Committee

and attaches:

SIGNING DO PASS

] letter of intent 
] first fiscal note 
] new fiscal note 

zero fiscal note

SIGNING OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



STATE OF ALASKA 1986 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date:
R E Q U E S T ____________ FISCAL DETAIL_______________

Bill/Resolution No. : C SS C R  3 2  (SA) A»encv Affected: _________________
Title: R e l a t i n g  t o  t n e  b i c e n t e n a r y  r r j i -’

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n . ’

Sponsor: S e n .  V i c  F i s c h e r  ~  Components:
Requestor:____________________________________  ___________
Date of Request: _______________________________  ___________

E X P E N D IT U R E S /R E V E N U E S  : (T h o u sa n d s o f D ollars)

OPERATING FY S6 FY S7 FY SS FY S9 FY 90 FY 91
PERSONAL SERVICES -0- -o- -0- -u- -0-
TRAVEL -o- -u- - U - -u- -u-
CONTRACTUAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
SUPPLIES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
EQUIPMENT -0- - n - - 0 - -0- -0-
LAND & STRUCTURES
GR .NTS, CLAIMS •
MISCELLANEOUS i i

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -o- -0- -o-

CAPITAL | i - 0 -  | - 0 -  | - 0 -  | - 0 -  I - 0 -  j

REVENUE

F U N D IN G  : (T h ou san d s o f  D ollars)

GENERALFUND - 6 - I01101101 - o -
FEDERALFUNDS 1 1
OTHER 1 1
TOTAL 1 ■■■ 1

POSITIONS :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
T E M P O R A R Y

1 1
1 1

1 1 1

ANALYSIS : Attach a separate page if necessary

F u n d i n g  f o r  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w i l l  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  p r i v a t e  
s o u r c e s .

a \I’̂ e p .  K a t i e  H u r l e y 7  C h a i r  4 6 5 - 4 9 6 3
rcparc y ’ h o u s e  s t a t e  A f f a i r s  c o m m i t t e e  P ' o n e -----37T7TF6—

Division : ___________________________________________________________ Date:

Approved by Commissioner:   Date :______________________
Agency: ___________________________________________________________

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office o f Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) page_____  of _____  10.25/S5



FiLg C o p  Kj

Alaska State Legislature • P.O. Box V • Juneau, Alaska 99811 • (907) 465-4954
Senator Vic Fischer

M a r c h  5, 1 9 8 6

G o v e r n o r  B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  

P 0  B o x  A

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  G o v e r n o r :

S C R  3 2 ,  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  m e ,  p r o v i d e s  f o r  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

b i c e n t e n a r y  o f  t h e  U . S .  C o n s t i t u t i o n  in 1 9 8 7 .  T h e  r e s o l u ­

t i o n  r e q u e s t s  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  a p p o i n t  a c o m m i s s i o n  t o  h e l p  

a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  p u r p o s e .

T h e r e  is n o  f i s c a l  n o t e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  m e a s u r e .  I t  is m y  

h o p e  t h a t  a c o m m i s s i o n  c o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  w o u l d  

f u n c t i o n  w i t h o u t  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  e x t r a  f u n d s .

I b e l i e v e  t h e  t i m e  h a s  c o m e  w h e n  t h e  s t a t e  is n o t  e x p e c t e d  

t o  f u n d  e v e r y  g o o d  i d e a  t h a t  c o m e s  a l o n g .  W e  h a v e  p l e n t y  of  

e x a m p l e s  o f  e f f o r t s  w h e r e  c i t i z e n  c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  c o v e r  

t h e i r  o w n  e x p e n s e s  a n d  w h e r e  n o n - p u b l i c  m o n i e s  a r e  r a i s e d  to  

d o  s o .  ( T h e  O l y m p i c s  O r g a n i z i n g  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  C i t i z e n ' s  

C r i m e  C o m m i s s i o n  a r e  b u t  t w o  s u c h  c a s e s . )  In t h e  c a s e  o f  

p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  t h e  b i c e n t e n a r y  c o m m e m o ­

r a t i o n ,  c o s t s  i n c u r r e d  s h o u l d  b e  c o v e r e d  b y  r e g u l a r  b u d g e t s .

I w o u l d  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  w o r d  f r o m  y o u  e n d o r s i n g  t h e  

b i c e n t e n n i a l  c & . i m e m o r a t i v e  e f f o r t  a n d  a g r e e i n g  t h a t  it  c a n

b e  a c c o m p  1 y s h e d  w i t h o u t  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  

T h a n k s \ a n /  b e s t  r e g a r d s ,

During Interim: 1024 W. 6th Avenue • Anchorage, Alaska 99501 • (907) 278-3654



F e b .  1 3 ,  1 3 8 6

Sen. Jack Coghill 
Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Sen. Coghill,

I was pleased to see the introduction of Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 32 concerning the bicentenary of the U.S. 
Constitution. It is, indeed, a marvelous opportunity to increase 
public understanding of that document and its impact on our lives 

t oday.

In June, 1985, I was named chairman of Alaska's representatives 
to the Ue the People Project, a national coalition of 
organisations, including the American Bar Association and the 
American Newspaper Publishers Association, that is planning a 

series of programs in celebration of the constitution's 
bicentennial. I think the enclos d sheets will give you a good 
idea of the scope, goals, and participants in the project.

If the Governor doe^i n d e e d  create the commission and if you 

think it would be helpful, I would be willing either to serve on 
the commission or to work closely with its members to better 

coordinate efforts in planning and programming.

Again, I congratulate you on your efforts to encourage the 
celebration of the constitution's icentenary in Alaska.

4

Sincerely,

June A. Pinnell-Stephens 
.President-Elect, Alaska Library Assn.

3140 Roden Lane 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
479-5828

cc: Sen. FischerV 
Sen. Fahrenkamp 

John Hilliard



SYNOPSIS

WE THE PEOPLE 
the constitutional bicentennial project

of the
AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 

and 
KQED, INC.

In 1987, Americans will celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of the writing of tne Constitution of the 
United States. This bicentennial is an opportunity to 
retell the story of America, for that it; also the story of 
the Constitution we cherish. It continues to play an 
important role in our everyday lives. The Constitution's 
bicentennial is an unprecedented opportunity to improve 
the constitutional literacy of our nation's citizens and 
help the public rediscover the rich legacy of the 
constitutional principles that have guided our national 
exp e r i e n c e .

The American Bar Association, through its Commission 
on Public Understanding About the Law, in conjunction with 
K.QED-TV San Francisco, the American Library Association, 
the American Newspaper Publishers Association Foundation, 
the National Community Education Association, the American 
Association of Adult and Continuing Educaton, the National 
Association of Bar Executives, the Oi:ice of Smithsonian 
Symposia and Seminars, and others, plans a major 
nationwide prcgram designed to recount the story of the 
Constitution and its role in contemporary American life.

The project's centerpiece will be an eight-part 
television series on the Constitution. The hour-long 
programs, to be broadcast during prime-time on the 300 
affiliates of the Public Broadcasting Service, will 
examine the interplay of American history and the 
Constitution as well as our national charter's effect on 
the most vital issues of the day. The programs will be 
coordinated in substance and format with the other project 
e l e m e n t s .

A  13-part series of half-hour programs to be broadcast 
over National Public Radio will supplement the television 
series by tracing the origins, drafting, implementation, 
and interpretation of the Constitution. Both the 
television and radio series will be capable of adaptation 
to instruction of secondary and college students.
Additional five-minute segments, designed for 
incorporation into "Morning Edition" will also be produced.

A  series of eight Sunday supplements with illustrated 
camera-ready articles covering additional aspects of our 
constitutional history will be distributed free to all 
newspapers in the United States. The articles will also 
be compiled in book form, along with curriculum guides and 
supplementary materials, for use in all grade levels in 
the schools. A  similar newspaper series during the 1976 
bicentennial celebration was used by 200 American 
n e w spapers.



.WE THE PEOPLE 
Page Two

In addition to the media programs, a series of 
community-based programs will give citizens an opportunity 

— to participate in forums examining various aspects of the
Constitution, its evolution, the underlying values 

'.involved, and its significance in contemporary society and 
on the individual citizen. Conducted by local 
organizations using materials and guides from the national 
project, the forums will give the public an opportunity to 
speak out on the constitutional issues featured in the 
project as well as learn more about the citizen's role in 
the continuing development of the law.

A  major international symposium on issues of 
constitutional dimension will be held at the Smithsonian 
Institution in May 1987. The conference, which will 
result in books both for the general public and the 
scholarly community, will examine how an 18th century 
Constitution can cope with 21st century challenges. In 
addition, special events are planned at Independence Hall 
National Park to commemorate the opening of the 
Constitutional Convention on May 25, 1787. Other 
conferences will be held at major universities to 
highlight specific constitutional issues.

A separate seminar series is planned to introduce 
educators to the project and enlist their cooperation and 
supporc in developing bicentennial programs in the 
schools. Seminar workshops will provide the educators 
with substantive training on constitutional topics and 
guidelines for developing youth-oriented programs 
complementing the community forums. A symposium on the 
educational implications of the topics addressed at the 
Smithsonian symposium will also be conducted.

Publications of the project will include a hardcover, 
mass-market book to accompany the television series, 
teachers' and college guides to the television programs, 
discussion leaders' guides for the community forums, 
special bicentennial-focused magazines, and compilations 
of articles based on the project's activities.

Using an extensive information and promotion campaign, 
this project can reach into vitually every home in 
America. Underlying the project's potential is a national 
red^d.ication to the ideals that make us a nation. Through 
an understanding of the ways the Constitution has 
contributed to our development both as a nation and as a 
people, the public will come to understand how a unique 
American culture based largely on optimism, economic 
opporcunity, human dignity, and a dedication to freedom 
developed.



H 5H !  National Conference of State Legislatures

444 North Capitol Street, N.W. 
Suite 203
Washington. D C, 20001 
202/624-5400

President David E. Netting 
Majority Leader 
North Dakota Senate

Executive Director 
Earl S. Mackey

J a n u a r y  31, 1986

H o no ra bl e  Ben F. G r u s s e n d o r f  

S pe a k e r  o f the House 

P 0 Box 928 

Sitka, A K  99835

De a r  S p e a k e r  Grussendorf:

The 200th a n ni v e r s a r y  of  the U n it ed  Sta tes  C o n s t i t u t i o n  is m ar k e d  in 1937. 

Pr esi den t Reaga n has a p p oin ted  a Bicen ten nia l C o m m i s s i o n  to c o o rd i n a t e  a three 

ye a r  n a t i o n - w i d e  cel eb r a t i o n r e f l e c t i n g  the h i s t o r i c  eve nts  w h i c h  led to the 

en act men t o f  o u r  Constitution. The  c e l e b r a t i o n  will focus on the fram ing  of the 

Co n s t i t u t i o n  in 1987, ra ti fy i n g  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  in 1988, and e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 

g o ve r n m e n t  und er the C o n s ti tu t i o n in 1989.

C h i e f  J us t i c e  Wa r r e n B urg er  as C h a ir ma n o f  the Co mmi ssi on,  e n c o ur ag es  us to 

assist in d e v e l o p i n g  bip ar ti s a n  c o m m i s s i o n s  for our  individual s t a t e’s 

c el e b r a t i o n  efforts. The C o m m i s s i o n’s first rep or t in S e p t e m b e r  ou tl in e s  the 
c om m e m o r a t i o n  activities.

B ecau se of the critical role playe d by state l e g is l a t o r s  and de le g a t es  in 

the e st a b l i s h m e n t  of our Nation, I am e n c o u r a g i n g  y o u  to s u p por t the 

o rg a n i z a t i o n  of y o u r  s t a t e’s comm iss ion . The c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  the 200th 

a n n iv e r s a r y  o f the C on s t i t u t i o n  g iv es us as state legi sla tor s, and cit izens ->f 

the Nation, a rare o p p o r t u n i t y  to f ur th e r  a pp re c i a t e  and i m p rov e our 

u nd e r s t a n d i n g  of  go ver nme nt;  the i nt er r e l a t e d n e s s  of its federal, state, and 

local c o m p onen ts;  the s ervices it p rovides; and how it f unctions.

NCSL will be p a r ti ci pa t i n g wi th  the C o m m i s s i o n  and o t h er  national gr oup s in 

c el e b r a t i n g  the Bic entennial. We will be d e v e l o p i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i n g  

sugg est ion s of ways  states can p a rt i c i p a t e  in the bice nte nni al ce leb ration. As 

stated in N C S L policy, the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a state bice nte nni al c omm i s s i on  is 
the f irst start.

I am e n c l o si ng  copies o f  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  B u r g e r’s letter, t he C o m m i s s i o n’s 

first repo rt and newsletter, a model act for e s t a b l i s h i n g  s tate c o m m i s s io ns  and 

the NCS L r e s o lu ti o n  for y o u r  reference. T he se  d o c u m e n t s  should be helpful as 

you o r g a n i z e  y o u r  s t a t e’s c o m m is s i o n  and bice nte nni al activities.

Denver Office: 1050 17th Street o Suite 2100 • Denver. Colorado80265 • 303/623-7800



Honorable Ben F. Grussendorf
January 31, 1986
Page Two

Plea se feel free to c ont act  M a r k  Ca nn on  or Ronald M. Man n of the C ommi ssi on 

if y o u  ne ed  m o r e  information. T h e i r  te l e ph on e n u m b e r  is (202) USA-1787.

I l o o k  f orwa rd to w o r k i n g  with  you  in N C S L’s bicen tennial efforts and 
h e a r i n g about y o u r  s t a t e’s activities.

D av id E. Ne th i n g  

M a j o r i t y  Lea der

N orth D ak o t a  State Senate 

President, NCSL

E nc lo s u r e s

cc: H o n o r a b l e  Dona ld E. Clocksin, H ouse  M a j o r i t y  Le ade r 

H o n o r a b l e  T e r r y  Martin, H ous e M i n o r i t y  Leade r



R E S O L U T I O N

Wherea s, the United States of America is only a y e a r  away from c e l e brat ion  

of the Bicentennial of the C on sti tut ion ;

Wh er ea s ,  the past several y ears  have seen fundamental shifts in 

r e sp o n s i bi li ty  from the federal to state gove rnm ent s;

Whereas, the federal g o v e r n m e n t  has no w e na cte d an unprece den ted  m e ch an is m 

for reducing the federal budget deficit;

Whereas, political ins titutions at e very level of g ov ern men t have been 

d r am a ti ca l l y  tra nsformed and m o d e r n i z e d  over the past two decades;

Whereas, these forces combi ne to cause the citizen s of the United States 

to reflec t on their go ver nments, on how they operate, on the services they 

provide, and on how they relate to one another;

Th erefore, be it resolved, that NCSL d e vel op and di str ib ut e  su gge stions 

of ways that state legislatures can p a r t i c i p a t e  in c e l e bra tin g the 

Bicentennial of the Consititution;

And furthe r be it r esolved that these su gge sti ons  include e s ta b l i s hm en t 

of commiss ion s in the states to rev ie w the r es po ns ibi lit ies  of the state, 

local, and federal go ver nme nts  and to re v i ew  ho w the go ver nments are 

o rg ani zed  to perform these r esponsibilities.
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ON THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

As Chairman of the Commission on the Bicentennial 
of the United States Constitution, I thank you for your 
offer to assist us in the commemoration of the 
Bicentennial of the Constitution.

If all Americans are to participate in this 
important commemoration, through personal activity and 
through programs set up by organizations, encouragement 
rand opportunities for individual involvement must come 
from all levels— national, State, and local. The era 
of the Constitution's Bicentennial is already well tr.on 
us, but only 17 States have thus far established 
commissions on the Bicentennial.

The National Conference of State Legislatures and 
its members can be key participants to stimulate the 
Bicentennial activities at the State and local . l e v e l s .  
We appreciate the assistance of your group in p r o g r a m s  
on the Constitution.

We hope all legislators will give speeches about 
the Constitution and stimulate public programs about 
the Constitution.

Hon. David E. Nething 
President, National 

Conference of State 
Legislatures 

444 N. Capitol Street 
Washington, D.C. 20001

December 18, 1985

Dear President Nething:

Telephone 120-t LS.VKM7 !



AN  A C T

To p r ovid e for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a C o m m i s s i o n  on the Bi cen tennial of the 

C on sti tut ion .

Be it e n acte d by the Senate and Hou se of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the state of

_, that there is e st a b l i s h e d  a C o m m i s s i o n  on the B ice ntennial o f  the

Un ite d States C o n s ti tut ion , h e r e i n a f t e r  r e fe r r e d  to as the "Commission",

F I N D I N G S

Sec. 2. The l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that --

(1) the b ice ntennial of the C o n st it u t i o n al  C o n v e n t i o n’s a do p t i on  o f  the 

C on s t i t u t i o n  occurs on S e p t e m b e r  17, 1987;

(2) the C o n s ti t u t i o n  enu nc i a t e s  the l im it a t i o n s  on g o v e rnme nt,  the

in a l i en ab le  rights, the tim ele ss p r i n c i p l e s  of individual l iber ty and 

re spo ns ib i l i t y,  and e qu a l i t y bef or e law, for the p eop le  of the United 

Stat es  o f A me ri c a  and the state of ____________ ;

(3) this d oc um en t  has set an e ndu r i n g  e xa mp le  of  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d e mo cr ac y

for the wor ld and served as a model for the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the state 

of  ____________ ; and

(4) the m a i n t e n a n c e  of the common p ri nc i p l e s  that anima ts our R epu bl ic  

de pe n d upon a '(nowledge and u nd e r s t a n d i n g  of their roots and origins.

PURP OSE

Sec. 3. Th e p u r p o se  of this Act is to e s t ab li sh  the (s t a t e ) C o mm i s s i o n  to 

p romo te and c o o r d i n a t e  activ iti es to c o mm e m o r a t e  the bicent enn ial  of the 

Un ite d States Constitution.

M E M B E R S H I P

Sec. 4. (a) The C o m m is si o n  shall be c o m po se d  of t w en t y - t h r e e  m e m b e rs  as

follows:

(1) twen ty me m b e r s  appoi nte d by the Gov ern or,  four of w h o m  shall be 

a pp o i n te d from among the r e c om m e n d a t i o n s  m a d e  by the S pe a k e r  of the 

H ou se of R e p r e s en ta t i v e s (in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  the m i n o r i t y  leader of 

the House of R ep r e s e n tati ves ), four of  w h o m  shall be ap po i n t ed  from 

among the r ec om me n d a t io ns  m a d e by the P r es i d e n t  pro t e m por e of the



Page Three

a p poi ntm ent . The Ch air man  may a p poi nt such additional personnel as he 

d ee ms a ppr opriate;

(d) Each m e m b e r  of the C om m i s s io n shall serve w ith out  being 

c o m p e n s a t e d  as a m e m b e r  of such C omm ission, exce pt that each m emb er  

shall be r ei mb u r s e d for travel, su bsi stence, and o t h er  n ec e s s a ry  

e x pe ns es  inc urred by them in the p er f o r m a n c e  of the ir duties.

(e) Upo n r e q ue st  of the C omm iss ion , the head of any state agency may 

detail any of  the personnel of such ag enc y to the C o mm is si o n  to assist 

the C o m m i s s i o n  in ca rrying out its duti es u nd e r  this Act. Details 

unde r this s ubs ect ion  shall be w it h o u t  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  by the Co mmission 

to the a ge nc y  from w hi c h  the emp lo ye e  c o n c e rn ed  was  detailed.

(f) T he  C o m m i s s i o n  is a u th or iz e d  to p r oc ur e  supplies, se rvices and 

property, and m a k e contracts, in f ul f ill men t of its purposes.

(g) (1) The C o m m i s si on  is a u t h o r iz ed  to accept, use, solic it and 

d i s p o s e  of d o n a ti on s  of money, property, or personal services; and

(2) T he C om mi ss i o n  shall pr es c r i b e re g u l a ti on s u nder  w hic h the 

C o mm i s s i o n  may  accept d o na ti on s of money, p r o p e r ty  or personal 

services, including pro ce d u r e s for d et er m i n i n g  the value of 

d o na t i o n s  of pr ope rty  or personal services.

(h) T he C o mm i s s i o n  shall have the a u t h or it y to des ign  and use a logo 

as the official state e m b l e m  of the bi cen ten nia l. The C o mmi ssi on 

shall issue rules and regulations, incl udi ng p e n a lti es for 

u na u t h o r i z e d  use, r e g a rdi ng the use of such logo.

D U T I E S  O F  T HE  C O W I S S I O N

Sec. 6. (a) T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  shall --

(1) pla n and d eve lop  a cti vit ies  a pp r o p r i a t e  to c om me m o r a t e  the 

b i cen ten nia l of  the Con sti tut ion , including a limited nu m b er  of 

p ro je ct s  to be und er t a k e n by the state, seek ing  to har mo ni z e  and 

ba la nc e  the important goals of c er e mo n y  and c e le br at io n  with the 

e q u a l ly  imp ort ant  goals of s c h ol ars hip  and education;

(2) e n c o u r a g e  private or gan iza tio ns,  and local g ove rnments, to 

o r g a n i z e  and p a r t i c ip at e  in bicentennial a cti vit ies  c o m me mo r at i n g  or 

e x a m i n i n g  the drafting, ra tification, and h is t o r y  of the C o n sti tut ion  

and the spe c i fi c features o f  the document;



(c) The C o mm is si o n  shall seek the co ope r a ti on , advice, and ass is ta n c e  

fr o m  both p r iva te and g o v e rnm ent al ag enc ies  and o rg a ni z a t i o n s  

i n c lud ing  local g ove rn m e n t s,  learned societies, a c a d e m ic  insti tut ion s 

and histor ica l, patriotic, p hi la nth rop ic,  civic, and professional 

groups, and bar associa tio ns.

(d) The C o m m is si o n  shall submit an annual rep ort  to the Governor, each 

H ou se of the legislature, and the Su p r e m e  C ou rt  of (s t a t e ) until such 

C o m m i s s i o n  terminates. The first annual r ep or t  shall include specific 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of the C om m i s s i o n  for c o m m e m o r a t i o n  and c o o r d i na ti o n  

of the biecentennial and r e la te d  activities.

T E R M I N A T I O N

Sec. 7. Th e C o m m i s s i o n  shall t e r m i n a t e on D e c e m b e r  31, 1991.

Sec. 8. T her e are a uth o r i z ed  to be a p p r o p r i a t e d  to c a r r y  out the pur pos es of 

this Act such sums as may be n e c e s s a r y  thro ugh  fiscal y e a r  1991.

E F F E C T I V E  DA T E

Sec. 9. This Act shall become e f f e c t i v e  on the date o f  enactment.
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From the Chairman

I,,n celebrating the Bicentennial of our 
Declaration of Independence in 1776, 
we honored the heroes of our struggle to 
secure independence from a distant gov­
ernment insensitive to people's needs and 
to secure the inalienable rights so eloquent­
ly described in the Declaration of 1776. 
In the Bicentennial years ahead, we shall 
pay tribute to and celebrate the wisdom of 
our Founders in framing for this Nation 
a form of government which implements 
the Declaration of July 4, 1776, and 
which has for two centuries secured for 
Americans their natural lights to "Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness."

The Commission will seek to encour­
age a spirit of inquiry for the celebration 
as we approach the Bicentennial. The 
Constitution, as the guardian of our 
liberties, should be honored from the heart 
as well as the mind. The Constitution 
was a product of reflection and choice, 
a work of the mind reflecting the hopes 
and dreams of philosophers and schol­
ars of government. It embodies the princi­
ples constituting us as a self-governing 
people dedicated to the rule of law.

The Commission regards the 
approaching commemoration as an his- 
toiir opportunity for all Americans to 
learn about and retail the achievements of 
our Founders and the knowledge and ex­
perience that inspired them, the nature of 
the government they established', its oti- 
gins, its character, and its ends, and the 
rights and privileges of citizenship, as well 
as its attendant responsibilities. The 
Commission will seek to encourage a truly 
national celebration that instills in every 
citizen an awareness of the Constitution's 
preeminent role in our unique and 
profound experiment in self-government.
WARREN K. BURGER

Bicentennial Commission Members Sworn In
A,-t a W hite H ouse cerem ony oil July 30, Vice President George Bush 
administered the oath o f  office to the newly appointed com missioners. 
T h cv  arc:

WARREN E. BURGER. Chairman 
FREDERICK K. BIEBEL 
L1NDY BOGGS*
HERBERT BROWNELL 
LYNNE V. CHENEY 
PHILIP M. CRANE 
WILLIAM J. GREEN 
EDWARD VICTOR HILL 
CORNELIA G. KENNEDY 
EDWARD M. KENNEDY 
HARRY MCKINLEY LIGHTSEY. JR. 
WILLIAM LUCAS*

EDWARD P. MORGAN 
BETTY SOUTHARD MURPHY 
THOMAS H. O’CONNOR 
PHYLLIS SCHLAFLY 
BERNARD H. SIEGAN 
FED STEVENS 
OBERTC. TANNER 
STROM THURMOND 
RONALD H. WALKER 
CHARLES E. WIGGINS* 
CHARLES ALAN WRIGHT 
* Sworn in after July 30

Top. from left. Commissioner Wright. Chairman burner. Staff Director Cannon
at the Commission's meeting in Washington, D.C.. July 49-30.
bottom, from left. Commissioners Kivne/ty, Lightsey, Morgan, and Murphy.
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Commission Report Delivered on | Constitution Day

| On S eptem ber 17, 1985, the 198th 
anniversary- o f  the signing o f  the 
C onstitution. Chairman Warren 
Burger presented the First Report o f  
the Bicentennial Com m ission to 
President Reagan and to Senate and 
H ouse officers.

Chairman Burger was accompa- 
! nied to the W hite H ouse by staff direc- 
l tor Mark Cannon and deputy direc- 
1 tor Ron Mann. At the Capitol. Strom 

Thurm ond, President Pro Tent o f the 
Senate, and Speaker o f  the House 
T hom as P. O ’N eill, Jr. received the 
report on behalf o f  Congress.

T h e  report describes the 
C om m ission’s preliminary plans for 
stim ulating the kinds o f  programs and 
events that are appropriate for ce le­
brating the C onstitution. As plans arc 
com pleted or revised, changes will 
be reported .n this newsletter.
A com prehensive long range plan 
will be included in succeeding  
annual reports.

T h e  report also contains a 
calendar o f key historical dates from 
1785-1791 that provides them es for 
State and local celebrations.

C opies o f  the report may be 
obtained from the C om m ission’s 
office w hile the supply lasts. □

N ovem be r 6, 1985: T h e C enter for 
Dem ocracy, Boston University, has in­
vited all m em bers o f  the Bicentennial 
Com m ission and other governm ent 
leaders to attend a reception hosted by 
its Board at the National Archives 
from 5-8 p.m .

N ovem be r 24-25, 1985: T h e  next 
m eeting r,f :he Bicentennial C om m is­
sion, to be heid in W ashington, D .C . 
Individuals and groups with item s they  
would like the Com m ission to consid­
er should contact the Comm ission Staff 
at 202-USA-1787. Any materials to be 
considered for subm ission to the Com ­
m ission should be subm itted to the 
office at least five days in advance.

Future dates o f  Com m ission m eetings:

F eb ru a ry  1-2, 1986
A pril 13-14, 1986
J u n e  27-28, 1986 □

Chairman Burger presenting the First Report of the Commission to President Reagan 
i at the White House on September 17, 1985.

Bicentennial Activities Proposed
Spokesmen for nearly 20 organiza­
tions appeared at the Supreme Court 
on September 11 to give the Commis­
sion a preview of their Bicentennial 
plans. Some projects planned:
■ A citizens group from Philadelphia 
is planning a Constitution Wagon 
Train. F ive horse-drawn wagon trains 
will travel 12.000 m iles over historic 
wagon trails in every State at a pace o f  
20 m iles a day. stopping in more than
1.000 towns.

■ T h e  American Bar Association hopes 
to produce prim e-tim e T \  docum en­
taries on the role o f  the Constitution in 
modern life.
■ T h e National Km lowment t o r  the 
Hum anities has granted mote than 51! 
million for Bicentennial actu in i '

■ T h e  Daughters o f  the American 
Revolution will produce com m em ora­
tive medals and other items.
* T h e National Park Service has 
designated a Constitution them e in 
its parks for 1987.
■ T h e National C enter for Constitu­
tional Studies is developing a trivia 
game. ‘‘If you play this game seven  
times, you begin to sound like a 
Philadelphia lawyer." says W. C leon  
Skousen, chairman o f  the Center.
■ Project ’87 is producing an array o f  
materials: a magazine, this Constitution-, a 
book, lessons on the Constitution;
a poster exhibit: and two television  
series.

'/he Cotn mission is developing a 
handbook on how to organize projects 
ami events commemorating (he Bicen­
tennial and w ill serve as a clearing­
house for iii/orrnation about such 
activities throughout the country. □



Notes From the Founders
TA  wi, wo hundred years ago this 
m onth, there was no thought yet o f  a 
new Constitution for the United States. 
T h ere were many com m ents, however, 
from many sources concerning the 
obvious failure o f  the governm ent o f  
the I'nited States under the Articles 
o f Confederation.

Among the m anifest defects were 
these: T h e nation was going bankrupt 
due to the fact rhat its only source o f  
revenue was the assessm ents from the 
States, and many were chronically late 
in paying. T h e  nation was in disrespect 
internationally. Its ambassadors trav­
eled  to other countries at their own 
expense and were treated as the em is­
saries o f a third-rate power.

Also, the nation had no effective  
leadership. T h e  4th "President o f  the 
I'nited States in Congress Assem bled,” 
Richard Henry L ee. was in theory the 
C h ief E xecutive. But since he h*T' his 
position for only one year at the .iler- 
ance o f Congress, he was little more 
than a figurehead.

Many am endm ents had been pro­
posed by various States to correct the 
obvious defects in the Articles o f  C on­
federation. Som e o f  them were agreed 
to by a majority o f  the States; som e 
by almost all o f them. But, under 
the Articles, am endments had to be 
approved unanimously. N one o f  the 
proposals could m eet that requirement.

It was the growing awareness o f  
the failure o f  the Articles that would 
lead eventually to the Constitutional 
C onvention, the Constitution itself, its 
ratification, and the new governm ent. 
Here are som e o f the com m ents o f  two 
hundred years ago about the failure o f  
the Articles:

G eorg e  W ash ing to n , in a letter to 
Alexander Ham ilton, March 4, 1783:
The predicament in which I  stand as 
Citizen and Soldier, is as critical and 
delicate as can well he conceived....
The sufferings of a complaining Army on 
the one hand, and the inability of Congress 
and the tardiness of the States on the 
other, ate the forebodings of evil and 
may be productive of events which are 
more to be deprecated than prevented....

In my opinion...an Adjournment 
of Congress for a few Months is advisable. 
The Delegates in that case, if they are in 
Unison themselves, respecting the great 
defects of their Constitution, may repre­
sent them, fully and boldly to their 
Constituents. .. . It  appears that such a 
measure would tend to promote the public

Richard Henry Lee, chosen hy the Congress for I 
a I-year term, the 4th ' President of the United 
Stares in Congress Assembled.”
COIRTESY OF TIIF. LIBRARY ■ >f t OVORESS

weal for it is clearly my opinion, unless 
Congress have powers competent to all i 
general purposes, that... the blood we 
have spilt in the course of an Eight years 
war, will avail us nothing.
B en jam in  F ran k lin , in a letter to 
John Adams. February 5, 1784, writing 
about the collapse o f  American credit 
in Europe:
I  hope these mischievous events will at 
length convince our people of the 
truth... that the foundation of credit 
abroad must be laid at home. 11 lien the 
States have not faith enough in a Con­
gress of their own choosing to trust it with 
money for.. .the common debt, how can 
they expect...Congress... to borrow more 
money for their use from strangers.
R eso lu tio n  by M a ssa ch u se tts ,
passsed by the legislature in 1785:
...the present powers of the Congress of 
the United States, as contained in the arti­
cles of confederation, are not fully 
adequate to the great purposes they were 
originally designed to effect.
(Only at the urging o f  Sam uel Adams 
did M assachusetts retreat from asking  
its delegates in Congress to call for 
a general convention .) □

THEBICENTENNIAL BELONGS TO US ALL
W e encourage everyone who reads 
this new sletter, who has any contact 
with any organization that has plans on 
the drawing boards, to send detailed  
information to the Com m ission. We 
have only had the office open for a 
month and a half, and a heads thought* 
F pable presentations for projects

,.ng from posters to plays, from con ­
certs to com puter disks, have com e in 
from all parts o f  the N ation.

T h e  Com m ission has no m onopo­
ly on good ideas lor how to celebrate the 
Bicentennial. State and local com m is­
sions will provide additional ideas. 
Others will com e from the citizenry.

What is especially heartening to 
the C om m ission is that hundreds o f pri­
vate organizations and individuals 
have already com e forward with able 
plans for the Bicentennial. In som e 
instances they add valuable details to 
ideas the Com m ission is already consid­
ering. In others they propose entirely  
different, but viable, ideas,

Like the Constitution itself, the 
Bicentennial belongs to the people o f  
the U nited States. We urge everyone  
who has access to any plans for the 
Bicentennial to send them  to us. We 
will com m unicate the best o f all of 
these to every State and local com m is­
sion, and to other organizations that 
receive our newsletter. W e will peri­
odically send out booklets with descrip­
tions o f  plans and projects. W e also 
exp ect to circulate even  more details 
on available plans by way o f com puter 
com m unications services.

We have found that Americans in 
all walks o f  life and in all parts o f  the 
country have spent literally years in 
developing ideas for the Bicentennial. 
T h e more that w e can get people in 
touch with each other, the better the 
final results for the B icentennial, and 
for the Constitution.

Please send us copies o f all o f  
your plans and projects, so we can send  
information on the best o f  them  to the 
leaders o f  the Bicentennial effort 
across the country. T h ose  that are 
good, but not nationwide in scope, w ill 
be forwarded to the appropriate State 
and local com m issions.

Your help is essential, and we are 
grateful for it. -



Selected Efforts of Organizations
X . he Commission is working to set up 
.1 method lor official recognition of 
projects or events that are national and 
warrant special encouragement. Until 
criteria for recognition for projects are 
accepted by the whole Commission, only 
unofficial congratulations can be offered 
for projects already known.

T h e  Sons o f the American Revo­
lution (SAR). an organization o fd esccn -  
dents o f  those who fought in the 
Revolutionary War, and those who 
served in the Continental Congress, the 
C onvention, e tc ., has a national pro­
ject to have Septem ber 17th recognized  
as Constitution Day by every State 
and city across the N ation. Among the 
official proclamations they have ob­
tained in 1985 are those from N ew  
Hampshire and Annapolis, Maryland.

Efforts such as those o f  the SAR 
contribute to the goal o f  having Sep­
tem ber 17. 1987, declared a national 
holiday for all Americans in honor o f  
the Constitution.

T h e  Congressional Youth Lead­
ership Council has rwo related projects 
underway, designed to bring Consti­

tutional ideas to students.
O ne is a trivia gam e, based on the 

Constitution itself, the lises o f  the 
Founders, and the first Administration  
under the C onstitution. T h is  game 
would be keyed  to students, and they  
would use it to prepare for C onstitution  
Question B ees, the second project. 
T h ese  would begin in the local schools, 
progress to State and then national 
contests, exactly like spelling bees.

National winners would be brought 
to Washington as part o f the Bicenten­
nial celebrations. It is proposed that State 
and local winners would be recognized 
by the State and local commissions.

Virginia has developed  a program 
that involves citizens and scholars in the 
examination o f  constitutional issues. 
T h e Virginia Court Days Forums are 
held in historic courthouses around 
the C om m onwealth. Issues such as fed­
eralism, democracy, and am endm ents  
are previewed in writing by the Univer­
sity o f  Virginia and then presented by 
a panel o f  experts.

C itizens are invited to attend, not 
just as an audience, but to participate

with their questions and com m ents. 
Most o f  the series has been videotaped  
and broadcast on public television.
For scripts or videotapes o f  the Forums 
(which could be done in any State), con­
tact Dr. Tim othy O ’Rourke at the Uni­
versity o f  Virginia, tel. 804-924-3396.

Maryland has developed an educa­
tional package on the Constitution for 4th 
graders. It contains a brief story about 
the Constitution and graphics, maps, 
quizzes, and other materials. T h e pack­
age costs less than $2 and may be easily 
duplicated. Contact Gregory Stiverson 
for details at the Maryland Office for the 
Bicentennial, tel. 301-269-3914.

T h e Council o f  the Thirteen Origi­
nal States, Inc., is sponsoring a m eeting  
o f the U .S . Constitution Council Con­
ference on D ecem ber 7, 1985 at Wil­
m ington, Delaware to explore oppor­
tunities for cooperative activities 
to celebrate the Constitution. State 
governors have been invited to partici­
pate. Frederick Bicbcl, Bicentennial 
Com m issioner, will discuss Com m is­
sion plans. □

At Irft. Commissioners Crane. 
Green, and Hill at Commission 
meeting.
Belov: left. Commissioners Srh/afly, 
Siegan, Stevens, Tanner, am! 
Thurmond.

The Constitution is what we did with our Independence. This is a unique opportunity for a history and civics lesson for all of us.
WARREN E. BURGER

NEW OFFICES
T h e  Bicentennial Comm ission has 
been assigned offices at 734 Jackson 
Place. N .W ., W ashington, D .C .
20503, directly w est o f  Lafayette Park. 
T h e telephone number is 
202-USA -l 787/88/89. o



State Commissions Appointed
State Bicentennial commissions are a I- 

- ready operating in Its States, including 
two in New Hampshire, one for genera! 
projects and the other for educational 
projects. Other State commissions are 
in the planning stage.

“ These organizations are vitally 
needed to initiate, coordinate, and 
supervise Bicentennial celebrations 
within their jurisdictions." says Chair­
man Burger.

The Commission v i/1 shortly 
publish a brochure that may help those 
setting up State commissions. It in­
cludes a mode! legislative bill and 
executive order, a proposed organiza­
tion, and 60-70 projects that such 
a commissi, can undertake.

Copies v i l l go to Governors, legis­
lative officers, and State Chief Justices. 
Rei/uests from others will be honored 
while the supply lasts.

The Commission, working with 
State commissions, will also encourage 
the organizing of local commissions. 
Two have already been established—one 
in Philadelphia, the other in Knoxville.

The following States have appoint­
ed commissions for the Bicentennial:

SPONSOR’S CORNER
S ta te C on ta c t a n d  T el. No.

S ta te

ALABAMA............

ARIZONA.............

CALIFORNIA.....

C on ta c t a n d  T el. No.

..CHARLES CARR
205-26' urn 

.. WILLIAM HOLOHAN
602-255-4534 

.. KAREN LOWRF.Y 
916-445-2522

COLORADO..............BARBARA S I DLER
303-566-2136

DELAWARE CLAL'DIA BUSHMAN
302-652-6662

GEORGIA.................. TONY DEES
404-656-2358

ILL INO IS .................. CHERYL NIRO
312-726-4853 

KENTUCKY BETTY- SEAY
502-564-2672 

MARYLAND GREGORY STIVERSON
301-269-3914 

I NEW HAMPSHIRE.. Rl'SSELL CHASE 
603-271-3321 

CHARLES DOUGLAS
603-271-3279 

(lor education)

NORTH CAROLINA.VERNON MORTON 
919-733-5811 

NORTH DAKOTA....HERBERT MESHKE 
701-224-4208 

OREGON...................CHARLES CROOKHAM
503-248-5198 

PENNSYLVANIA..... ROBERT WINGERT
717-783-6788 

SOUTH CAROLINA .WILLIAM DELOACH
803-758-3208 

UTAH.........................ELDON TOLMAN
801-277-5444 

VIRGINIA.................. TIMOTHY O’ROURKE
804-924-3396 

WASHINGTON........RUTNAM BARBER
206-753-0177

The following local commissions have 
been organized:
KNOXVILLE, T N ...MILTON KLEIN i

615-974-5421 

PHILADELPHIA. PA FRED STEIN 
215-597-1787

The Commission anticipates 
raising much of its 
opera ring expenses from 
private donations.
It has already received 
several contributions (sec 
below) and is actively 
seeking more.

TX n

SI i "  V fu if l l i i t h i i i f l M u . im t  i tmnei cu w xm r

Journal Highlights the Bicentennial
special issue o f  the N a t io n a l Forum , the Phi Kappa Phi Journal, presents 

17 articles by know ledgeable authors on different aspects o f  the Constitution as a 
means o f  stim ulating interest in the Bicentennial. T h e  publication o f  this issue 
( Pall, 1084) was co-sponsored by the American Bar Association and several 
foundations. C opies may be obtained from Phi Kappa Phi. Box 16000,
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803. for $3.75 each. □

o enable potential contributors 
to select specific projects to support, 
the Com m ission will publish a list o f  
activities for which funds are n eed ­
ed. Contributions for these projects or 
unrestricted contributions should be 
sent to the C om m ission’s offices.

It is also asking Congress to 
amend its authorizing legislation to 
raise the ceilings on contributions 
from individuals to $250,000 and from 
corporations to $1 million. T h e  
current ceiling is $100,000 for corpo­
rations and $25,000 for individuals.
All contributions are tax deductible.

T h e following contributions are 
gratefully acknowledged:

Seatrica
BEA TR ICE COM PAN IES, INC.,
approximately $50,000 to cover the 
costs o f  designing, publishing, and dis­
tributing a planning brochure for 
state and local organizations.

Bassett Imsssmmsm
BASSETT FURN ITU RE 
IN D U STR IES, INC.,
providing 18th century reproduction 
furniture for the Bicentennial head­
quarters, a Federal townhouse on 
Jackson Place.

O BERT  C . TANNER:
T h e first individual contribution to 
the Bicentennial was made by Mr. 
Tanner, who is one o f  its C om m is­
sioners. T h e Com m ission is grateful 
for his contribution o f  more than 
$15,000.



Notes From the Founders
TJL wiwo hundred years ago this 
month, there was no thought yet o f  a 
new Constitution for the I'nited States. | 
T here were many com m ents, however, 
from many sources concerning the 
obvious failure o f  the governm ent of 
the I'n ited  States under the Articles J 
o f C onfederation.

Among the m anifest defects were • 
these: T h e nation was going bankrupt . 
due to the fact that its onlv source o f  | 
revenue was the assessm ents from the | 
States, and many were chronically late j 
in paying. T h e  nation was in disrespect I 
internationally. Its ambassadors trav­
eled to other countries at their own 
exp en se and were treated as the em is­
saries o f a third-rate power.

Also, the nation had no effective  
leadership. T h e 4th "President of the 
I ’nited Scates in Congress Assembled,"  
Richard Henry L ee. was in theory the 
C h ief E xecutive. But since he held his 
position for only one year at the suffer­
ance o f  Congress, he was little more 
than a figurehead.

Many am endm ents had been pro­
posed by various States to correct the 
obvious d efects in the Articles o f  C on­
federation. Som e o f them were agreed 
to by a majority o f the States: som e 
by alm ost all o f  them. But. under 
the Articles, am endments had to be 
approved unanimously. N one o f the 
proposals could m eet that requirement.

It was the growing awareness o f  
the failure o f  the Articles that would 
lead eventually  to the Constitutional 
Convention, the Constitution itself, its 
ratification, and the new governm ent. 
Here are som e o f the com m ents o f  two 
hundred years ago about the failure o f  
the Articles:

G eo rg e  W a sh in g to n , in a lerter to 
Alexander Hamilton, March 4, 1783:
The predicament in which I stand as 
Citizen and Soldier, is as critical and 
delicate as can well he conceited....
The sufferings of a complaining Army on 
the one hand, and the inability of Congress 
and the tardiness of the States on the 
other, are the forebodings of rail and 
may he productive of events which are 
more to he deprecated than prevented....

In my opinion...an Adjournment 
of Congress for a frw. Months is advisable. 
The Delegates in that case, if they ate in 
Unison themselves, respecting the great 
defects of their Constitution, , wy repre­
sent them, fully and boldly to their 
Constituents. . . . I t  appears that such a 
measure would tend to promote the public

Richard Henry l/e, chosen fa the Congress for 
a / -year term, the 4th "President o f the United 
Stares in Congress Assembled."
CO I R1 ESS OF T1IE I.IBR SHS OF CONGRESS

weal for it is dearly my opinion, unless 
Congress hcrve powers competent to all 
'gneral purposes, that.. .the blood we 
have spilt in the course of an Eight years 
war, will tread us nothing.
B en ja m in  F ra n k lin , in a letter to 
John Adams. February 5. 1784, writing 
about the collapse o f  American credit 
in Europe:
I  hope these mischievous events will at 
length convince our people of the 
truth... that the foundation of credit 
abroad must be laid at home. Wlien the 
States have not faith enough in a Con­
gress of their own choosing to tn/sf it with 
money for.. .the common debt, how can 
they expect...Congress... to borrow more 
money for their use from strangers.
R e so lu t io n  hv M a ssa c h u se tts ,
passsed by the legislature in 1785:
... the present powers of the Congress of 
the United States, as contained in the arti­
cles of confederation, are not fully 
adequate to the great purposes they were 
originally designed to effect.
(Only at the urging o f  Sam uel Adams 
did M assachusetts retreat from asking 
its delegates in Congress to call for 
a general con ven tion .) □

THEBICENTENNIAL BELONGS TO US ALL
We encourage everyone who reads 
this new sletter, who has any contact 
with any organization that has plans on 
the drawing boards, to send detailed  
information to the C om m ission. We 
have only had the office open for a 
month and a half, and alreadv thought­
ful, capable presentations for projects 
ranging from posters to plays, from con­
certs to com puter disks, have com e in 
from all parts o f  the N ation.

T h e  C om m ission has no m onopo­
ly on good ideas for how to celebrate the 
Bicentennial. State and local com m is­
sions will provide additional ideas. 
Others will com e from the citizenry.

What is especially heartening to 
the Com m ission is that hundreds o f  pri­
vate organizations and individuals 
have already com e forward with able 
plans for the B icentennial. In som e 
instances they add valuable details to 
ideas the Com m ission is already consid­
ering. In others they propose entirely  
different, but viable, ideas.

L ike the Constitution itself, the 
Bicentennial belongs to the people o f  
the United States. W e urge everyone  
who has access to any plans for the 
Bicentennial to send them to us. W e 
will com m unicate the b est o f  all o f  
these to every State and local com m is­
sion. and to other organizations that 
receive our new sletter. We will peri­
odically send out booklets with descrip­
tions o f  plans and projects. We also 
expect to circulate even  more details 
on available plans by way o f  com puter 
com m unications services.

We have found that Americans in 
all walks o f  life and in all parts o f  the 
country have spent literally years in 
developing ideas for the Bicentennial. 
T h e more that w e can get people in 
touch with each other, the better the 
final results for the Bicentennial, and 
for the Constitution.

Please send us copies o f  all o f  
your plans and projects, so we can send 
information on the best o f  them to the 
leaders o f  the Bicentennial effort 
across the country . T h ose  that are 
good, but not nationwide in scope, will 
be forwarded to the appropriate State 
and local com m issions.

Your help is essential, and we are 
grateful for it □



j - K O i N T  P A G 1 :

U.S. Constitution Bicentennial
E v e n t s  t o  b e  m a r k e d  i n  1 9 8 6  a n d  1 9 8 7

___________ 1986___________
J a n u a r y  16
Adoption of Thomas Jefferson’s Virginia 
Statute of Religious Freedom. Later it 
became model for the First Amendment. 
J a n u a r y  21
Virginia invites separate states to a com­
mercial conference in Annapolis, Mary­
land, to revise the Articles of Confeder­
ation. Jam es Madison is author of the 
idea.
F eb ru a ry  28
Great Britain indicates it will not honor 
1783 Peace Treaty of Paris, that calls for 
a withdrawal of its troops from the Great 
Lakes, until debts by former American 
colonists are settled.
J u n e  to  S ep tem b er  
A major economic depression reaches its 
deepest point throughout thirteen states. 
A u g u st 7
Congress agrees to the proposal for re­
vising the Articles o f Confederation. 
A u g u st 31
Armed insurgents prevent the M assa­
chusetts Court from sitting.
S ep te m b er  5
First of a series of violent outbursts over 
farmers' debts being collected by the 
courts.
T he S ta te  S up rem e Court s it t in g  in 
Worcester, M assachusetts is broken up 
by armed insurgents.
S ep te m b er  11-14
Annapolis Convention. Five states a t­
tend, debate revisions of the Articles of 
Confederation, set May 1787 for a con­
stitutional convention to be held in Phil­
adelphia.
S ep te m b er  26
Armed' iiisu'i gents, five hundred strong, 
in Springfield, M assachusetts, force the 
state's Supreme Court to adjourn over 
the debt issue.

D ec em b e r
Shays Rebellion is climax of other vio­
lence in the year over court-collected 
debts.

1987
J a n u a r y  25
Shays’ rebels attack and seize the Fed­
eral Arsenal at Springfield, M assachu­
setts.
F eb ru a ry  4
Shays Rebellion is crushed and his fol­
lowers scattered.
F eb ru a ry  21
Congress adopts resolution calling on 
states to m eet in Philadelphia, May 14, 
for a Constitutional Convention. 
F eb ru a ry  to  M ay
D elegates are named to the Constitu­
tional Convention.
M ay 14
Convention delayed with only two state 
delegations present.
M ay 25
Convention finally opens with the nec­
essary quorum of seven states present. 
M ay 29
Virginia Plan drawn up by Jam es Mad­
ison goes beyond revising the Articles of 
Confederation and proposes drafting a 
new document.
J u n e  15
New Jersey Suomits a nine-point plan to 
protect sm aller states, stressing reten­
tion of the Articles o f Confederation. 
J u ly  5
New York delegation quits the Conven­
tion, protesting the historic m eeting was 
going beyond revising the Articles of 
Confederation. Alexander Hamilton re­
m ains as the lone delegate from New  
York.
J u ly  13
N orth w est O rdinance adopted w hile  
Convention meets. Act lays groundwork

for political organization of settlem ents 
beyond thirteen original states.
J u ly  16
Connecticut’s compromise is submitted. 
Votes in the Senate would be based on 
equality with one vote for each state, and 
House votes based on population.
J u ly  24
Convention’s Committee of Detail begins 
work on framing specifics of the docu­
ment.
A ugu st 6
Great Debate on particulars of the Con­
stitution begins over terms of office and 
powers of Congress to regulate foreign 
and interstate commerce.
S ep tem b er  17
Final approval of the U.S. Constitution  
is given and it is signed.
S ep tem b er  19
New Constitution is published for the 
first time in Philadelphia papers. 
S ep tem b er  26 an d  28 
Calls are heard from dissident Conven­
tion delegates to censure Congress for 
going beyond revision of the Articles of 
Confederation.
S ep tem b er  28
Congress calls for the states to convene 
conventions of ratification and send s  
draft of the document to the separate 
thirteen state capitals.
O ctob er 27
First of the Federalist Papers, authored 
by Jam es Madison, Alexander Hamilton, 
and John Jay, is published.
D ecem b er 7
Delaware becomes the first state to rat­
ify, unanimously, the new Constitution. 
D ecem b er 12
Pennsylvania ratifies the document, 46 
to 23.
D ecem b er 18
New Jersey, by unanimous vote, is the 
third state to ratify the Constitution.
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J a n u a r y  L8, 1986

Hon. Vic Fischer 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch Y
Juneau, Ak. 99811

r - ____J f c .Dear u1, i a rtTr T-s-eci ic:—,

A number of us citizens, anticipating the two hundredth anni­
versary of the American Constitution next year, think we should 
take the opportunity to celebrate our freedom and to reflect on the 
•frame of government that makes it possible. The Constitution is 
often cited, less often read, and too often taken for granted by 
citizens who owe their place in a free government to its wise dis- 
p o s i  t i o n s .

The State of Alaska exists because of the success of the Amer­
ican government under the Constitution in expanding the horizons of 
freedom toward the west. The Constitution of our State is based on 
the American Constitution and shares the same spirit. It seems 
fitting for our State to observe this bicentenary as an opportunity 
to rekindle and deepen the appreciation that our citizens share for 
the American Constitution.

This anniversary offers us a splendid opportunity to examine 
and strengthen the foundations of our democratic republic by 
encouraging public discussion and observance of the Constitution in 
our cities and villages, in our schools and universities. The edu­
cation in the principles of free government which close attention 
to the American Constitution affords would have a salutary effect 
on pub 1 ic de 1 i.berat ions in Alaska.

We offer the resolution enclosed and would be very pleased if 
you were willing to co-sponsor it. The resolution proposes that a 
commission be named, whose membership might consist of about fif­
teen Alaskans, one-third to be appointed by each of the three great 
departments of government— the Legislature, the Executive, and the 
Supreme Court. Similar commissions have already been formed by 
many States; and there is also a national commission to observe the 
anrti versary

The Board of Directors of the Polaris Institute, on which one 
of us sits, voted unanimously last weekend to make observance of 
this anniversary its chief project for the coming year, and the 
Institute has plans for a number of activities in keeping with the 
occasion. (The Institute is a nonprofit, non-partisan educational 
foundation incorporated under the laws of the State of Alaska.) A 
number of programs to celebrate the anniversary are now underway in 
Alaska, sponsored by the Alaska Humanities Forum, the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, and the Department of Political Sci-



W e  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  p l e a s e d  to t a l k  t o  y o u  a b o u t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  
a n d  a b o u t  h o w  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  m i g h t  o p e r a t e .  Y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  
i d e a  w o u l d  h e l p  to g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  o u r  o w n  r e s p e c t  f o r  c o n s t i t u­
t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  is p a s s e d  o n  t o  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  of A l a s k a n s .

ence at the U n i v e r si ty of Alaska, Anchorage; but we beli eve it

ap p r o p ri at e for the St ate of A l a s k a  to take its part as well.

D a n i e l  R. C o w d e n  
1 4 0 8 B  W a l r u s  Cir.
E a g l e  R i v e r ,  Ak. 9 9 5 7 7

J a m e s  W . M u H e r
4 7 0  E. 5 6 t h  A v e . , Apt. B
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 1 8

e n d  .



Joint K e so Ju tion

W h e r e a s :  T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  ui t h e  U n i t e d  b t a L e s ,  w h i c h  S l a d s t o n e
c a l l e d  " t h e  m o s t  w o n d e r l u i  w o r t  e v e r  struct, otf at a qiveri 
t i m e  b y  t h e  b r a i n  a n d  p u r p o s e  ot m a n , " is t h e  oldest, w r i t ­
t e n  f r a m e  ot g o v e r n m e n t  th a t  h a s  b e e n  in c o n t i n u o u s  u s e  by 
a f r e e  p e o p l e  on e a r t h ;  a n d

W h e r e a s :  (jovernment u n d e r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  in A m e r i c a  lias p r o v i d e d
an e x a m p l e  of s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  h a s  i n s p i r e d  a y e a r n i n g  
f o r  f r e e d o m  all av e r  t h e  w o r l d ;  a n d

W h e r e a s :  Ihe b i c e n t e n a r y  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  is in t h e  y e a r  ot o u r
e r a  n i n e t e e n  h u n d r e d  f»i<i h t y - s e v e n  a n d  of the* i n d e p e n d e n c e  

of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t w o  h u n d r e d  e l e v e n ;  a n d

W h e r e a s :  Ihe S t a t e  of A l a s k a  p r o u d l y  t a k e s  i t s  p l a c e  a m o n g  t h e
U n i o n  of S t a t e s  u n d e r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  n o w  t h e r e ! o r e

lie it r e s o l v e d : lliat t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a  C o m m i s s i o n  

t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e  b i c e n t  u n a r y  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r  i c a ; a n d

T h a t  t h e  y e a r  1 vid7 sh.il I b e  p r o c l a i m e d  t h e  Y e a r  of 
t h e  C o n  I i. l.ut ion of t h e  l.lm led S t a t e s  ol rimer i i.a , 

v o b e  c o m m e m o r  a t < ?d b y  appr o p r  1 a t e p u b  1 i c o b s o r  v •- 
a n u s  for c i t i z e n s  t h r o u g h o u t  ilu-.' S t a t e  01 A l a s k a .



Uttar)

J a n u a r y  .28, 1986

Hon. D o n  B e n n e t t ,  P r e s i d e n t
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  Y
J un e a u , A k . 9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  B e n n e t t ,

A n u m b e r  ot u s  c i t i z e n s ,  a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  t w o  h u n d r e d t h  a n n i­
v e r s a r y  of t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o n s t i t u t i o n  n e x t  y e a r ,  t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  
t a k e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  f r e e d o m  a n d  t o  r e f l e c t  on t h e  
f r a m e  of g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  m a k e s  it p o s s i b l e .  T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  is 
o f t e n  c i t e d ,  l e s s  o f t e n  r e a d ,  a n d  t o o  o f t e n  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d  b y  
c i t i z e n s  w h o  o w e  t h e i r  p l a c e  in a f r e e  g o v e r n m e n t  to i t s  w i s e  d i s ­
pos e  t i o n s .

T h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  e x i s t s  b e c a u s e  of t h e  s u c c e s s  of t h e  A m e r ­
i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  in e x p a n d i n g  t h e  h o r i z o n s  of 
f r e e d o m  t o w a r d  the w e s t .  The C o n s t i t u t i o n  of o u r  S t a t e  is b a s e d  on 
t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  s h a r e s  t h e  s a m e  s p i r i t .  It s e e m s  
f i t t i n g  f o r  o u r  S t a t e  t o  o b s e r v e  t h i s  b i c e n t e n a r y  a s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  
to r e k i n d l e  a n d  d e e p e n  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t h a t  o u r  c i t i z e n s  s h a r e  f o r  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

T h i s  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f f e r s  u s  a s p l e n d i d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x a m i n e  

a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  of o u r  d e m o c r a t i c  r e p u b l i c  b y  
e n c o u r a g i n g  p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  o b s e r v a n c e  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  in 
o u r  c i t i e s  a n d  v i l l a g e s ,  in o u r  s c h o o l s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  T h e  e d u ­
c a t i o n  in t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of f r e e  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  
to t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a f f o r d s  w o u l d  h a v e  a s a l u t a r y  e f f e c t  
on p u b l i c  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  in A l a s k a .

W e  o f f e r  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  e n c l o s e d  a n d  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  p l e a s e d  if 
y o u  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  c o - s p o n s o r  it. T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  a 
c o m m i s s i o n  b e  n a m e d ,  w h o s e  m e m b e r s h i p  m i g h t  c o n s i s t  of a b o u t  f i f ­
t e e n  A l a s k a n s ,  o n e - t h i r d  t o  b e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  e a c h  of t h e  t h r e e  g r e a t  

d e p a r t m e n t s  of g o v e r n m e n t — t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  E x e c u t i v e ,  a n d  t h e  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  S i m i l a r  c o m m i s s i o n s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  f o r m e d  b y  
m a n y  S t a t e s ;  a n d  t h e r e  is a l s o  a n a t i o n a l  c o m m i s s i o n  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  
a n n i v e r s a r y .

T h e  B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s  of t h e  P o l a r i s  I n s t i t u t e ,  o n  w h i c h  o n e  
of u s  s i t s ,  v o t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  l a s t  w e e k e n d  t o  m a k e  o b s e r v a n c e  of 
t h i s  a n n i v e r s a r y  i t s  c h i e f  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e  
I n s t i t u t e  h a s  p l a n s  f o r  a n u m b e r  of a c t i v i t i e s  in k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  
o c c a s i o n .  (The I n s t i t u t e  is a n o n p r o f i t ,  n o n - p a r t i s a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  
f o u n d a t i o n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  l a w s  of t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a . )  A 
n u m b e r  of p r o g r a m s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  a r e  n o w  u n d e r w a y  in 
As:!'. :n on s o r e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  H u m a n i t i e s  F o r u m ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l
E n d o w m e n t  f o r  t h e  H u m a n i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of P o l i t i c a l  S c i -



W e  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  t a l k  t o  y o u  a b o u t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  
and a b o u t  h o w  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  might, o p e r a t e .  Y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  
i d e a  w o u l d  h e l p  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  o u r  o w n  r e s p e c t  f o r  c o n s t i t u­
tio n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  is p a s s e d  on t o  the- n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  of A l a s k a n s .

Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y ,

ence at the Univ er si t y c_ r Alaska, Anchorage; but we beli e v e  it

a p p r o p r i a t e  tor the St at e of A l a s k a  to take its part, as well.

D a n i  e 1 R . C o w d  en 

14 0 8 B  W a l r u s  C i r .
E a g l e  R i v e r ,  Ak. 9 9 5 7 7

J a m e s  W« M u l l e r
4 7 0  E. 5 6 t h  five. , Apt. B

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 1 8

e n d  .



J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n

W h e r e a s :  T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  at t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  w h i c h  G l a d s t o n e

c a l l e d  " t h e  m o s t  w o n d e r f u l  w o r k  e v e r  s t r u c k  otf at a g i v e n  
t i m e  b y  t h e  b r a i n  a n d  p u r p o s e  of m a n . "  is t h e  o l d e s t  w r i t ­
t e n  f r a m e  of g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  in c o n t i n u o u s  u s e  b y  
a f r e e  p e o p l e  on e a r t h ;  a n d

W h e r e a s :  G o v e r n m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  in A m e r i c a  h a s  p r o v i d e d

an e x a m p l e  of s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  h a s  i n s p i r e d  a y e a r n i n g  
f o r  f r e e d o m  all o v e r  t h e  w o r l d ;  a n d

W h e r e a s :  The b i c e n t e n a r y  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  is in t h e  y e a r  of o u r
e r a  n i n e t e e n  h u n d r e d  e i g h t y - s e v e n  a n d  of t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  
of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t w o  h u n d r e d  e l e v e n ;  a n d

W h e r e a s :  T h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  p r o u d l y  t a k e s  i t s  p l a c e  a m o n g  t h e
U n i o n  of S t a t e s  u n d e r  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ;  n o w  t h e r e f o r e

B e  it r e s o l v e d : That t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a C o m m i s s i o n  
t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e  b i c e n t e n a r y  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of A m e r i c a ;  a n d

T h a t  t h e  y e a r  1 9 8 7  s h a l l  b e  p r o c l a i m e d  t h e  Y e a r  of 
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of A m e r i c a ,  
t o  b e  c o m m e m o r a t e d  b y  a p p r o p r i a t e  p u b l i c  o b s e r v ­
a n c e s  f o r  c i t i z e n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a .



REPRESENTATIVE DON CLOCKSIN
Alaska House of Representatives

1024 WEST SIXTH AVENUE 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 

(907) 274-4031M A JO R IT Y  L E A D E R

WHILE IN JUNEAU: 
POUCH V 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
(907) 465-3704

M E M O R A N D U M * £ b 2 ,

T O :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K a t i e  H u r l e y  D A T E :  F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1 9 8 6
C h a i r
S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D o n  C l o c k s i n  S U B J E C T :  H C R  4 5

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
c o n s i d e r  H o u s e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  4 5 ,  " r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
b i c e n t e n a r y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n . "

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
r e q u e s t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  a p p o i n t  a  c o m m i s s i o n  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  
t h e  b i c e n t e n a r y  o f  t h e  U .  S .  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  p r o c l a i m s  1 9 8 7  
t h e  Y e a r  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a  
t o  b e  c e l e b r a t e d  b y  a p p r o p r i a t e  p u b l i c  o b s e r v a n c e s  b y  c i t i z e n s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e .

E x p l a n a t o r y  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  a t t a c h e d .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  J o h n n y  E l l i s  a t  3 7 0 4 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  
c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .

A t t a c h m e n t

M a j o r i t y  L e a d e r
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Referred: State Affairs
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IN THF. HOUSE BY CLOCKSIN

H OUSE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O LU T I O N  NO. 45 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Relating to the bicentenary of the 

United States Constitution.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the Constitution of the United States is the oldest written 

frame of government that has been in continuous use by a free people on 

earth; and

WHEREAS government under the Constitution in America has provided an 

example of self-government that has inspired a yearning for freedom all 

over the world; and

WHEREAS the bicentenary of the Constitution in 1987 is also the 211th 

year of the independence of the United States; and

WHEREAS the State of Alaska proudly takes its place among the Union of 

States under the Constitution; and

WHEREAS in anticipation of the 200th anniversary of the American 

Constitution, we should take the opportunity to celebrate our freedom and 

to reflect on the frame of government that makes it possible; and

WHEREAS the Constitution is often cited, less often read, and too 

often taken for granted by citizens who owe their place in a free govern­

ment to its wise dispositions; and

WHEREAS this anniversary offers us a splendid opportunity to examine 

and strengthen the foundations of our democratic republic by encouraging 

public discussion and observance of the Constitution in out cities and 

villages, in our schools and universities;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests 

the Governor to appoint a commission to commemorate the bicentenary of the

-1- HCR 45



C o n s titution of the United States of America; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the year 1987 shall be proclaimed the Year 

the Constitution of the United States of America, to be commemorated 

appropriate public observances for citizens throughout the state.

H C R  4 5 - 2 -
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From the Chairman

I,,. n celebrating the Bicentennial of our 
Declaration of Independence in 1776, 
we honored the hemes of our straggle to 
secure independe:; e from a distant gov­
ernment insensitive to people's needs and 
to secure the inalienable rights so eloquent- 
iy described in the Declaration of 1776. 
In die Bicentennial years ahead, we shall 
pay tribute to and celebr ate the wisdom of 
our Founders in framing for this Nation 
a form of govern merit which implements 
the Declaration of July 4, 1776, and 
which has for two centuries secured for 
Americans their natural rights to Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness."

The Commission will seek to encour­
age a spirit of inquiry for the celebration 
as we approach the Bicentennial. The 
Constitution, as the guardian of our 
liberties, should be honored from die heart 
as well as the mind. The Constitution 
was a product of reflection and choice, 
a work of the mind reflecting the hopes 
and dreams of philosophers and schol­
ars of government. It embodies the princi­
ples constituting us as a self-governing 
people dedicated to the rale of law.

The Commission regards the 
approaching commemoration as an his­
toric opportunity for all Americans to 
learn about and recall the achievements of 
our Founders and the knowledge and ex­
perience that inspired them, the nature of 
the government they established, its ori­
gins, its character, and its ends, and the 
tights andprivileges of citizenship, as well 
as its attendant responsibilities. The 
Commission will seek to encourage a truly 
national celebration that instills in every 
citizen an awareness of the Constitution's 
preeminent role in our unique and 
profound experiment in self-government.
WARREN E. BURGER

Bicentennial Commission Members Sworn In
A,A a W hite H ouse cerem ony on July 30, Vice President George Bush 
administered the oath o f  office to the newly appointed com m issioners. 
T h cv  are:

WARREN E. BURGER, Chairman 
FREDERICK K. BJEBEl.
LINDY BOGGS*
HERBER T BROWNELL 
LYNNE V. CHENEY 
PHILIP M. CRANE 
WILLIAM J. GREEN 
EDWARD VICTOR HILL 
CORNELIA G. KENNEDY 
EDWARD M. KENNEDY 
HARRY MCKINLEY LIGHTSEY, JR. 
WILLIAM LUCAS*

EDWARD P. MORGAN 
BETTY SOUTHARD MURPHY 
THOMAS II. O’CONNOR 
PHYLLIS SCIILAELY 
BERNARD II. SIEGAN 
TED  STEVENS 
OBERTC. TANNER 
STROM THURMOND 
RONALD II. WALKER 
CHARLES E. WIGGINS* 
CHARLES ALAN WRIGHT 
* Sworn in after July 30

Top, from left. Commissioner Wrigfir, Chairman Burger, Staff Director Cannon 
at Ihe Commission’s meeting in Washington, D.C., Ju/y 29-30.
Bottom, from left. Commissioners Kennedy, Ligfitsey, Morgan, and Murphy.

1



VOe VycO'cov'̂ c

Important Events!
N ovem ber 6,1985: T h e  Center for 
Dem ocracy, Boston University, has in­
vited al! m em bers o f  the Bicentennial 
Comm ission and other governm ent 
leaders to attend a reception hosted by 
its Board at the National Archives 
from 5-8 p.m .

N ovem ber 24-25, 1985: T h e next 
m eeting o f  the Bicentennial C om m is­
sion, to be held in W ashington, D .C . 
Individuals and groups with item s they  
would like the Com m ission to consid­
er should contact the Com m ission Staff 
at 202-USA-1787. Any materials to be 
considered for subm ission to the C om ­
m ission „nould be subm itted to the 
office at least five days in advance.

Future dates o f  Com m ission m eetings:

F cb ru a rv  1-2, 1986
A p ril 13-14, 1986
J u n e  27-28, 1986 □

Bicentennial Activities Proposed
Spokesmen for nearly 20 organiza­
tions appeared at the Supreme Court 
on September 11 to give the Commis­
sion a preview of their Bicentennial 
plans. Some projects planned:
■ A citizens group from Philadelphia 
is planning a Constitution Wagon 
Train. Five horse-drawn wagon trains 
will travel 12,000 m iles over historic 
wagon trails in every State at a pace o f  
20 m iles a day, stopping in more than
1,000 towns.

■ T h e  American Bar Association hopes 
to produce prim e-tim e T V  docum en­
taries on the role o f  the Constitution in 
modern life.
■ T h e  National Endow m ent for the 
Hum anities has granted more than $11 
million for Bicentennial activ.ties.

■ T h e  Daughters o f  the American 
Revolution will produce com m em ora­
tive m edals and other item s.
■ T h e  National Park Service has 
designated a Constitution them e in 
its parks for 1987.
■ T h e  National C enter for Constitu­
tional Studies is developing a trivia 
game. “ I f  you play this gam e seven  
times, you begin to sound like a 
Philadelphia lawyer," says W. Cleon  
Skouscn, chairman o f the Center.
■ Project ’87 is producing an array of 
materials: a magazine, this Constitution; a 
book, Lessons on the Constitution;
a poster exhibit; and two television  
series.

The Commission is developing a 
handbook on how to organize projects 
and events commemorating the Bicen­
tennial and w ill serve as a clearing­
house for information about such 
activities throughout the country. □

Commission Report Deliveredon Constitution Day
On Septem ber 17, 1985, the 198th 
anniversary o f  the signing o f the 
Constitution, Chairman Warren 
Burger presented the First Report o f  
the Bicentennial Comm ission to 
President Reagan and to Senate and 
H ouse officers.

Chairman Burger was accom pa­
nied to the W hite H ouse by staff direc­
tor Mark Cannon and deputy direc­
tor Ron Mann. At the Capitol, Strom 
Thurm ond, President Pro Tern o f  the 
Senate, and Speaker o f  the I louse  
Thom as P. O 'N eill, Jr. received the 
report on behalf o f  Congress.

T h e  report describes the 
Com m ission’s preliminary plans for 
stim ulating the kinds o f  programs and 
events that are appropriate for ce le ­
brating the Constitution. As plans are 
com pleted or revised, changes will 
be reported in this newsletter.
A com prehensive long range plan 
will be included in succeeding  
annual reports.

T h e  report also contains a 
calendar o f  key historical dates from 
1785-1791 that provides them es for 
State and local celebrations.

C opies o f  the report may be 
obtained from rhe C om m ission’s 
office w hile the supply lasts. □

Chairman Burner presenting the First Report of the Commission to President Reagan 
at the White House on September 17, 1985.
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StateCoiiiiiiissionsAppointed
State Bicentennial commissions are al­
ready operating in IS States, including 
two in New Hampshire, one for genera! 
projects and the other for educational 
projects. Other State commissions are 
in the planning stage.

“These organizations are vitally 
needed to initiate, coordinate, and 
supervise Bicentennial celebrations 
within their jurisdictions,” says Chair­
man Burger.

The Commission will shortly 
publish a brochure that may help those 
setting up State commissions. It in­
cludes a model legislative bid and 
executive order, a proposed organiza­
tion, and 60- 70 projects that such 
a commission can undertake.

Copies will go to Governors, legis­
lative officers, and State Chief Justices. 
Requests from others will be honored 
while the supply lasts.

The Commission, working with 
State commissions, will also encourage 
the organizing of local commissions. 
Two have already been established— one 
in Philadelphia, the other in Knoxville.

The following States have appoint­
ed commissions for the Bicentennial:
S ta te C o n ta c t an il T el. No.

ALABAMA..................CHARLES CARR
205-261-3698

ARIZONA...................WILLIAM HOLOHAN
602-255-4534

CALIFORNIA ........... KAREN LOWREY
916-445-2522

S ta te C on ta c t an d  T e l. No.

COI ORADO.............BARBARA SUDLER
303-866-2136

DELAWARE............. CLAUDIA BUSHMAN
302-652-6662

GEORGIA.................. TONY DEES
404-656-2358

ILLINOIS.................. CHERYL NIRO
312-726-4853 

KENTUCKY.............BETH' SEAY
502-564-2672 

MARYLAND.............GREGORY STIVERSON
301-269-3914 

NEW HAMPSHIRE.. RUSSELL CHASE 
603-271-3321 

CHARLES DOUGLAS 
603-271-3279 
(for education)

NORTH CAROLINA.VERNON MORTON 
919-733-5811 

NORTH DAKOTA....HERBERT MESHKE 
701-224-4208 

OREGON...................CHARLES CROOKHA.M
503-248-5198 

PENNSYLVANIA......ROBER T W INGERT
717-783-6788 

SOUTH CAROLINA .WILLIAM DELOACH
803-758-3208 

UTAH......................... ELDON TOLMAN
801-277-5444 

VIRGINIA...................TIMOTHY O'ROURKE
804-924-33%

WASHING TON........ RUTNAM BARBER
206-753-0177

The following local commissions have 
been organized:
KNOXVILLE, T N  MILTON KLEIN

615-974-5421 

PHILADELPHIA, PA .FRED S TEIN 
215-597-1787

SPONSOR’SCORNER
The Commission anticipates 
raising much of its 
operating expenses from 
private donations.
It has already received 
several contributions (see 
below) and is actively 
seeking more.

TJL oo enable potential contributors 
to select specific projects to support, 
the Com m ission will publish a list o f  
activities for which funds are n eed­
ed. Contributions for these projects or 
unrestricted contributions should be 
sent to the C om m ission’s offices.

It is also asking Congress to 
amend its authorizing legislation to 
raise the ceilings on contributions 
from individuals to $250,000 and from 
corporations to $1 m illion. T h e  
current ceiling is $100,000 for corpo­
rations and $25,000 for individuals.
All contributions are tax deductible.

T h e following contributions are 
gratefully acknowledged:

BEA TR ICE COM PANIES, INC.,
approximately $50,000 to cover the 
costs o f  designing, publishing, and d is­
tributing a planning brochure for 
state and local organizations.

Bassett
B A SSETT  FURN ITU RE 
IN D U STR IES, INC.,
providing 18th century reproduction 
furniture for the Bicentennial head­
quarters, a Federal townhouse on 
Jackson Place.

Journal Highlights the BicentennialA1  JL special issue o f  the N a t io n a l Fonrrn, the Phi Kappa Phi Journal, presents 
17 articles by know ledgeable authors on different aspects o f  the Constitution as a 
means o f  stim ulating interest in the Bicentennial. T h e  publication o f this issue 
(Fall, 1984) was co-sponsored by the American Bar Association and several 
foundations. C opies may be obtained from Phi Kappa Phi, Box 16000,
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70893, for $2.75 each. □

O B ER T  C. TANNER:
T h e first individual contribution to 
the Bicentennial was made by Mr. 
Tanner, who is one o f  its C om m is­
sioners. T h e  Com m ission is grateful 
for his contribution o f  more than 
$15,000. □

The fcvndotim
good— it rray yet 
i tS A V lD .

EDIFICE.
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Selected Efforts of Organizations
T . he Commission is working to set up 
a method for official recognition of 
projects or events that are national and 
warrant special encourage ment Until 
criteria for recognition for projects are 
accepted by the whole Commission, only 
unofficial congratulations can be offered 
for projects already known.

T h e  Sons o f  the American Revo­
lution (SAR), an organization o f  dcscen- 
dents o f  those w ho fought in the 
Revolutionary War, and those who  
served in the C on ’ nentt.l Congress, the 
C onvention, e tc ., nas a national pro­
ject to have Septem ber 17th recognized  
as Constitution Day by every State 
and cits across the Nation. Among the 
official proclamations they have ob­
tained in 1985 are those from N ew  
Hampshire and Annapolis, Maryland.

Efforts such as those o f the SAR 
contribute to the goal o f  having S ep ­
tem ber 17, 1987, declared a national 
holiday for all Americans in honor of 
the Constitution.

T h e  Congressional Youth Lead­
ership Council has two related projects 
underway, designed to bring C onsti­

tutional ideas to students.
O ne is a trivia gam e, based on the 

Constitution itself, the lives o f  the 
Founders, and the first Administration 
under the Constitution. T h is game 
would be keyed to students, and they  
would use it to prepare for Constitution  
Question B ees, the second project. 
T h ese  would begin in the local schools, 
progress to State and then national 
contests, exactly like spelling bees.

National winners would be brought 
to Washingtrn as part o f  the Bicenten­
nial celebrations. It is proposed that State 
and local winners would be recognized 
by the State and local commissions.

Virginia has developed  a program 
that involves citizens and scholars in the  
examination o f  constitutional issues. 
T h e Virginia Court Days Forums are 
held in historic courthouses around 
the Com m onwealth. Issues such as fed­
eralism, democracy, and am endm ents  
arc previewed in writing by the Univer­
sity o f  Virginia and then presented by 
a panel o f  experts.

C itizens are invited to attend, not 
just as an audience, but to participate

with their questions and com m ents.
\ M ost o f the series has been  videotaped  
I and broadcast on public television.
I For scripts or videotapes o f  the Forums 

(which could Ire done in any State), con­
tact Dr. T im othy O'Rourke at the Uni­
versity’ o f  Virginia, tel. 804-924-3396.

Maryland has developed an educa­
tional package on the Constitution for4th  
graders. It contains a brief story about 
the Constitution and graphics, maps, 
quizzes, and other materials. T h e pack­
age costs less than $2 and may be easily 
duplicated. Contact Gregory’ Stiverson 
for details at the Mary land Office for the 
Bicentennial, tel. 301-269-3914.

T h e Council o f  the Thirteen Origi­
nal States, Inc., is sponsoring a m eeting  
o f  the U .S . Constitution Council C on­
ference on D ecem ber 7, 1985 at W il­
m ington, Delaware to explore oppor­
tunities for cooperative activities 
to celebrate the Constitution. State 
governors have been invited to partici­
pate. Frederick B icbcl, Bicentennial 
Com m issioner, will discuss C om m is­
sion plans. □

Ar left. Commissioners Crane, 
Green, and H itt ar Commission 
meeting.
Below left. Commissioners Schlafly, 
Siegan, Stevens, Tanner, and 
Thurmond.

The Constitution is what we did with our Independence. This is a unique opportunity for a history ana civics lesson for all of us.
WARREN E. BURGER

NEW OFFICES
T h e Bicentennial Com m ission has 
been assigned offices at 734 Jackson 
Place, N .W ., W ashington, D .C .
20503, directly w est o f  Lafayette Park. 
T h e  telephone num ber is 
202-USA -l 787/88/89. □



Notes From the Founders
TJL \ v i.w o hundre.I years ago this 
m onth, there was no thought yet o f  a 
new Constitution for the United States. 
T h ere were many com m ents, however, 
from many sources concerning the 
obvious failure o f  the governm ent o f  
the U nited  States under the Articles 
o f Confederation.

Am ong the m anifest defects were 
these: T h e  nation was going bankrupt 
due to the fac t that its only source o f  
revenue was the assessm ents from the 
States, and many were chronically late 
in paying. T h e  nation was in disrespect 
internationally. Its ambassadors trav­
eled  to other countries at their own 
exp en se and were treated as the em is­
saries o f  a third-rate power.

Also, the nation had no effective  
leadership. T h e  4th "President o f  the 
United States in Congress Assem bled.” 
Richard Henry L ee , was in theory the 
C h ief Executive. But since he held his 
position for only one year at the suffer­
ance o f  Congress, he was little more 
than a figurehead.

Many am endm ents had been pro­
posed by various States to correct the 
obvious defects in the Articles o f  C on­
federation. Som e o f them  were agreed 
to by a majority o f  the States; som e 
by almost all o f  them . But, under 
the Articles, am endm ents had to be 
approved unanimously. N one o f the 
proposals could m eet that requirement.

It was the growing awareness of 
the failure o f  the Articles that would 
lead eventually to the Constitutional 
C onvention, the Constitution itself, its 
ratification, and the new governm ent. 
Merc arc som e o f the com m ents o f two 
hundred years ago about the failure o f  
the Articles:

G eo rg e  W a sh in g to n , ir a letter to 
Alexander Ham ilton, March 4, 1783:
The predicament in which 1 stand as 
Citizen and Soldier, is as critical and 
delicate as can well he conceived....
The sufferings of a complaining Amy on 
the one hand, and the inability of Congress 
and the tardiness of the States on the 
other, are the forebodingy of evil and 
may he p/vductive of events which are 
more to he deprecated than prevented....

In my opinion...an Adjournment 
of Congress fora few Months is advisable. 
The Delegates in that case, if they are in 
Unison themselves, respecting the great 
defects of their Constitution, may repre­
sent them, fully and boldly to their 
Constituents. .. . I t  appears that such a 
measure would tend to promote the public

Richard Henry lee. chosen by the Congress for 
a I-year term, the 4th "President of the United 
Stales in Congress Assembled."
(XtUHTESV O f THE I.IBKAkV (IFCONtiKtAS

weal for it is clearly my opinion, unless 
Congress have powers competent to all 
general purposes, that. ..the blood we 
have spilt in the course of an Eight years 
war, will avail us nothing.
B en jam in  F ra n k lin , in a letter to 
John Adams, February'5, 1784, writing 
about the collapse o f  American credit 
in Europe:
1 hope these mischievous events will at 
length convince our people of the 
truth.. .that the foundation of credit 
abroad must be laid at home. \VHen the 
States have not faith cnougjnn a Con­
gress of their own choosing to trust it with 
money for.. .the common debt, how can 
they expect...Congress... to borrow more 
money for their use from strangers.
R e so lu t io n  by M a ssa c h u se tts ,
passsed by the legislature in 1785:
.. .the present powers of the Congress of 
the United States, as contained in the arti­
cles of confederation, are not fully 
adequate to the great purposes they were 
originally designed to effect.
(Only at the urging o f  Sam uel Adams 
did M assachusetts retreat from asking  
its delegates in Congress to call for 
a general convention.) □

THEBICENTENNIAL BELONGS TO US ALL
W e encourage everyone who reads 
this new sletter, who has any contact 
with any organization that has plans on 
the drawing boards, to send detailed  
information to the Com m ission. We 
have only had the office open for a 
month and a half, and already thought­
ful, capable presentations for projects 
ranging from posters to plays, from con ­
certs to com puter disks, have com e in 
from all parts o f  the Nation.

T h e  Com m ission has no m onopo­
ly on good ideas for how to celebrate the 
Bicentennial. State and local com m is­
sions will provide additional ideas. 
Others will com e from the citizenry.

What is especially heartening to 
the Com m ission is that hundreds o f  pri­
vate organizations and individuals 
have already com e forward with able 
plans for the Bicentennial. In som e 
instances they add valuable details to 
ideas the Com m ission is already consid­
ering. In others they propose entirely  
different, but viable, ideas.

Like the Constitution itself, the 
Bicentennial belongs to the people of  
the United States. W e 'wge everyone  
who has access to any plans for .lie 
Bicentennial to send them  to us. We 
will com m unicate the best o f  all o f  
these to every State and local com m is­
sion, and to other organizations that 
receive our newsletter. W e will peri­
odically send out booklets with descrip­
tions o f  plans and projects. We also 
expect to circulate even  more details 
on available plans by way o f  com puter 
com m unications services.

We have found that Americans in 
all walks o f  life and in all parts o f  the 
country have spent literally years in 
developing ideas for the Bicentennial. 
T h e more that w e can get people in 
touch with each other, the better the 
final results for the Bicentennial, and 
for the Constitution.

Please send us copies o f all o f  
your plans and projects, so w e can send  
information on the best o f  them to the 
leaders o f  the Bicentennial effort 
across the country. T h o se  that are 
good, but not nationwide in scope, will 
be forwarded to the appropriate State 
and local com m issions.

Your help is essential, and w c are 
grateful for it. o
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Three Phase Celebration
TJ_lic Com m ission recom m ends that 
activities scheduled during the B icen­
tennial years (1987-89) by State and 
local organizations, public and private, 
reflect the historical events o f  200 
years ago. It offers the following  
thematic framework:
1 9 8 7 :  F ram in g  the Constitution. T h e  
celebrations during 1980 and 1987 should 
focus on events leading up to the Con­
stitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 
the summer o f  1787 and on the n.'m ory  
of the Founders. Septem ber 17, 1987—  
Constitution Day— is expected  to be 
the highlight o f  this period. It was on 
this day in 1787 that the Constitutional 
Convention signed the Constitution  
after four m onths o f  debate.
1 9 8 8 :  Ratify ing the Consitution:
The People Consent. T h e  great national 
debate on the merits o f  the Constitution 
following the adjournment o f  the Phila­
delphia Convention is an appropriate 
theme. In those States that ratified the 
Constitution, celebrations can be

[ planned around the dates o f ratification. 
1 9 8 9 :  Estab lish ing a  Government Under 
the Constitution. In 1789,  the federal 
governm ent was established and 
George W ashington inaugurated. T h e  
com m em oration in 1989  should focus 
primarily on the 200 years o f  historical 
developm ent o f  the three branches o f  
governm ent under the Constitution.

“While we recommend this general 
framework,” says Chairman Burger, "we 
also welcom e the diversity of activities 
that is a hallmark o f  American society."

Key historical dates on which to 
peg com m em orative activities are found 
in the First Report o f  the Bicentennial 
C om m ission, which is available from 
the C om m ission’s offices. □

List ofCommissionProjects
"The Commission will tty to stim­
ulate massive activity by thousands 
of organizations to celebrate the 
Bicentennial," says Chairman Burger.

"The success of the Bicentennial will 
depend on the grass-roots involvement of 
citizens and their organizations. ”
Projects to be undertaken or encour­
aged by the Com m ission to promote 
local participation include:
■ A clearinghouse for information 
about Bicentennial plans and events 
around the country.
■ A calendar o f  com m em orative 
dates and events, especially those o f  
national interest.
■ A handbook o f Bicentennial plan­
ning to enable State and local com m is­
sions and private groups to organize 
com m em orative activities.
■ A newsletter.
■ A national Constitution speakers 
bureau to m ake available those indi­
viduals who are know ledgeable about 
constitutional history' and law and 
willing to speak. T h e  Comm ission en ­
courages speakers bureaus to be estab­
lished at the State level as well.
■ D evelopm ent o f  appropriate educa­
tional materials for schools and libraries.
* Writing contests, debates, and 
other educational com petitions. □

ce, N.NV., Washington, DC .’050.1 ■ (202) USA-1787

□  Please  add  m e  (us) to the  m ailing list for 
the N ew s le t te r .
□  Please  tell m e  (us) how  to assist in th e
□  national,  □  S ta te  B icen tenn ial  activit ies.
□  E nclosed  is information  ab o u t  plans
for the  B icentennial  th a t  you inav not have, 
and that  m ig h t  he o f  in te res t  to o thers .

W h en  you con tac t  us,  you can he 
certain  tha t  e i th e r  th e  national C om m iss ion ,  
or your  S ta te  com m iss ion ,  will ge t  hack to 
you with  information  on how you might  
help ,  and  with  requests  for specif ic  types 
o f  assistance from you o r  your organization.

TUB COMMISSION ON TIIKBICENTENNIAL OK THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, 734 Jackson Pla

R lease pass this  n ew sle t te r  on  to o thers  w h o  are in te res ted  in the  B icentennial ,  a n d  feel 
free to copy an d  reuse  any  o f  this information  as you or y o u r  co m p a n y  or organization choose.

For  the  B icen tenn ia l  to be  a success,  h u n d re d s  o f  thousands  ol c it izens,  and  th o u ­
sands o f  b u sinesses  an d  organizations will have to ge t  involved. T o  take  your first s tep  in 
be ing  part  o f  the  200th  anniversary  o f  th e  C ons t i tu t ion ,  fill o u t  a n d  re turn  this form:

Nam e........................................................................................................ .......................................................................

Organization................................................................................T itle ........................................................................

A ddress.............................................. ............................................................................................................................

C ity ........................................................................... S ta te ........................................... / i p  C o d e .............................

Phone (O ffice)............................................................................(H om e)..................................................................

THE COMMISSION ON T H E  BICEN TENNIAL O F THE U N ITED  STATES CON STITU TIO N 
734 Jackson Place, NAV., Washington, D.C. 20503

Official Business
Penalty fo r Private Use, $300
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PE R M IT  G -2(.l



F e b .  1 3 ,  1 9 8 6

Sen. Jack Coghi11 
Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Sen. Coghill,

I was pleased to see the introduction of Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 32 concerning the bicentenary of the U.S. 
Constitution. It is, indeed, a marvelous opportunity to increase 
public understanding of that document and its impact on our lives 

t oday.

In June, 1985, I was named chairman of Alaska’s representatives 
to the We the People Project, a national coalition of 
organizations, including the American Bar Association and the 
American Newspaper Publishers Association, that is planning a 
series of programs in celebration of the constitution’s 
bicentennial. I think the enclosed sheets will give you a good 
idea of the scope, goals, and participants in the project.

If the Governor does indeed create the commission and if you 
think it would be helpful, I would be willing either to serve on 

the commission or to work closely with its members to better 
coordinate efforts in planning and programming.

Again, I congratulate you on your efforts to encourage the 
celebration of the constitution's bicentenary in Alaska.

Sincerely,

C ) u A U

June A. Pinnell-Stephens 
President-Elect, Alaska Library Assn.

3140 Roden Lane 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
479-5828

cc: Sen. FischerV 
Sen. Fahrenkamp 
John Hilliard



SYNOPSIS

WE THE PEOPLE 
C h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  b i c e n t e n n i a l  p r o j e c t

o f  t h e
AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 

and 
KQED, INC.

In 1987, Americans will celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of the writing of tne Constitution of the 
United States. This bicentennial is an opportunity to 
retell the story of America, for that is also the story of 
the Constitution we cherish. It continues to play an 
important role in our everyday lives. The Constitution's 
bicentennial is an unprecedented opportunity to improve 
the constitutional literacy of our nation's citizens and 
help the public rediscover the rich legacy of the 
constitutional principles that have guided our national 
e x p erience.

T h e  A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  i t s  C o m m i s s i o n  
o n  P u b l i c  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  A b o u t  t h e  L a w ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
K . Q E D - T V  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  N e w s p a p e r  P u b l i s h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n ,  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o m m u n i t y  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A d u l t  a n d  C o n t i n u i n g  E d u c a t o n ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  B a r  E x e c u t i v e s ,  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  S m i t h s o n i a n  
S y m p o s i a  a n d  S e m i n a r s ,  a n d  o t h e r s ,  p l a n s  a  m a j o r  
n a t i o n w i d e  p r o g r a m  u e s i g n e d  t o  r e c o u n t  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  i t s  r o l e  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  A m e r i c a n  l i f e .

The project's centerpiece will be an eight-part 
television series on the Constitution. The hour-long 
programs, to be broadcast during prime-time on the 300 
affiliates of the Public Broadcasting Service, will 
examine the interplay of American history and the 
Constitution as well as our national charter's effect on 
the most vital issues of the day. The programs will be 
coordinated in substance and format with the other project 
e l e m e n t s .

A 13-part series of half-hour programs to be broadcast 
over National Public Radio will supplement the television 
series by tracing the origins, drafting, implementation, 
and interpretation of the Constitution. Both the 
television and radio series will be capable of adaptation 
to instruction of secondary and college students.
A d d i t i o n a l  f i v e - m i n u t e  s e g m e n t s ,  d e s i g n e d  f o r  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n t o  " M o r n i n g  E d i t i o n "  w i l l  a l s o  b e  p r o d u c e d .

A series of eight Sunday supplements with illustrated 
camera-ready articles covering additional aspects of our 
constitutional history will be distributed free to all 
newspapers in the United States. The articles will also 
be compiled in book form, along with curriculum guides and 
supplementary materials, for use in all grade levels in 
the schools. A  similar newspaper series during the 197b 
bicentennial celebration was used by 200 American 
ne w spapers.



W E  T H E  P E O P L E  
P a g e  T w o

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m e d i a  p r o g r a m s ,  a  s e r i e s  o f  
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  p r o g r a m s  w i l l  g i v e  c i t i z e n s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  f o r u m s  e x a m i n i n g  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  i t s  e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  v a l u e s

i n v o l v e d ,  a n d  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o c i e t y  a n d
o n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n .  C o n d u c t e d  b y  l o c a l
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  u s i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  g u i d e s  f r o m  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

p r o j e c t ,  t h e  f o r u m s  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  p u b l i c  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
s p e a k  o u t  o n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  i s s u e s  f e a t u r e d  i n  t h e  
p r o j e c t  a s  w e l l  a s  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  c i t i z e n ' s  r o l e  i n  
t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  l a w .

A major international symposium on issues of 
constitutional dimension will be held at the Smithsonian 
Institution in May 1987. The conference, which will 
result in books both for the general public and the 
scholarly community, will examine how an 18th century 
Constitution can cope with 21st century challenges. In 
addition, special events are planned at Independence Hall 
National Park to commemorate the opening of the 
Constitutional Convention on Ma^ 25, 1787. Other 
conferences will be held at major universities to 
highlight specific constitutional issues.

A s e p a r a t e  s e m i n a r  s e r i e s  i s  p l a n n e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  
e d u c a t o r s  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  a n d  e n l i s t  t h e i r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  
s u p p o r t  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  b i c e n t e n n i a l  p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l s .  S e m i n a r  w o r k s h o p s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  
w i t h  s u b s t a n t i v e  t r a i n i n g  o n  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  t o p i c s  a n d  
g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  y o u t h - o r i e n t e d  p r o g r a m s  
c o m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r u m s .  A  s y m p o s i u m  o n  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  t o p i c s  a d d r e s s e d  a t  t h e  
S m i t h s o n i a n  s y m p o s i u m  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c o n d u c t e d .

P u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a  h a r d c o v e r ,  
m a s s - m a r k e t  b o o k  t o  a c c o m p a n y  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r i e s ,  
t e a c h e r s '  a n d  c o l l e g e  g u i d e s  t o  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  
d i s c u s s i o n  l e a d e r s '  g u i d e s  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r u m s ,  
s p e c i a l  b i c e n t e n n i a l - f o c u s e d  m a g a z i n e s ,  a n d  c o m p i l a t i o n s  
o f  a r t i c l e s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .

U s i n g  a n  e x t e n s i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  p r o m o t i o n  c a m p a i g n ,  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  c a n  r e a c h  i n t o  v i c u a l l y  e v e r y  h o m e  i n  
A m e r i c a .  U n d e r l y i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  p o t e n t i a l  i s  a  n a t i o n a l  
r e d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  i d e a l s  t h a t  m a k e  u s  a  n a t i o n .  T h r o u g h  
a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  w a y s  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  o u r  d e v e l o p m e n t  b o t h  a s  a  n a t i o n  a n d  a s  a  
p e o p l e ,  t h e  p u b l i c  w i l l  c o m e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  a  u n i q u e  
A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  b a s e d  l a r g e l y  o n  o p t i m i s m ,  e c o n o m i c  
o p p o r t u n i t y ,  h u m a n  d i g n i t y ,  a n d  a  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  f r e e d o m  
d e v e l o p e d .
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H o no r a b l e  Ben F. G r u s s e n d o r *

S p e ak e r  o f  the House 
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D ea r  S p e a k e r  Grussendorf:

The 200th a nn i v e r s a r y  of the United S t a t e s  C on s t i t u t i o n  is m a r k e d  in 1987. 

P r es i d e n t Reagan has ap p o i n te d a Bicentennial C om mi s s i o n  to c o o r d i n a t e  a three 

y e a r  n a t i on - w i d e  c e l e b r a t i o n  reflecting the his t o r ic  events w h i c h  led to the 

en a c t m e n t  o f  o u r  C on sti tut ion . The c el eb r at i o n  will focus on t he frami ng of the 

C o ns t i t u t i o n  in 1987, r a t i fy i n g  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  in 1988, and e s t a b l i s h i ng  a 

g ov e r n m e n t  u nd er  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  in 1989.

C hi e f  J u s ti ce  W a rr en  Bur g e r  as C h ai rm a n  of  the Com mission, e nc o u r a ge s us to 

as sis t in d e v e l o p i n g  bi par ti sa n  c o m m iss ion s for our individual s t a t e’s 

c e l eb r a t i o n  efforts. Th e C o m m i s s i o n’s f irst  repo rt in S e p t e m b e r  out lin es the 
c om m e m o r a t i o n  activities.

Be c a u se  o f  the critical role played by state leg is la t o r s and del eg at e s  in 

the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  our Nation, I am e n c o ur a g i n g  yo u to s up por t the 

o r ga n i z a t i o n  o f  y o u r  s t a t e’s commission. T he  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  the 200th 

a n n i. ^ r s a r y  of  the C o ns t i t u t i o n  gives us as state legislators, and ci ti ze n s  of 

the Nation, a rare o p po r t u n i t y  to furt her  a p p r e c i a t e  and i m p rov e our 

u n d e r s t a n d s  g of '’overnmen t; the i n t er re la t e d n e s s  of its federal, state, and 

local com pon ent s; the ser vic es it provides; and how  it functions.

NCSL will be p a r t ic i p a t i n g  with the C o m m i s s i o n  and o t h e r  national groups in 

c e l eb r a t i n g  the Bicent enn ial . We will be d e v e l o p i n g  and d i s t ri b u t i n g  

s ug g e s t io ns  of way s states can part ici pat e in the bic entennial cel ebration. As 

stated in N CSL policy, the es ta bl i s h me nt  o f  a state bic entennial c omm i s s io n is 
the f ir s t  start.

I am e n c l o si ng  co pie s of C hi e f  J us ti ce  B u r g e r’s letter, the C o m m i s s i o n’s 

first r epo rt  and n ewsletter, a model act f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s t ate  c o m m i s s i on s and 

the NC S L  r e so lu t io n  for y o u r  reference. T h e s e  d oc u m e n t s  sh oul d be helpful as 

you o r g a n i z e  y o u r  s t a t e’s commi ss io n  and b ic ent enn ial  activities.

DenverOtlice: 1050 17th Street • Suite2100 • Denver, Colorado80265 • 303/623-7800
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Please feel free to conta ct M a r k  Ca nno n or Ron ald  M. Mann of  the Commi 

if y o u  need mo re  information. T he i r  t e l e pho ne n u m b e r is (202) USA-1787.

I l oo k  forw ard  to wo rk in g  w it h  you  in N C S L’s bicentennial e ff ort s and 
h ea rin g a bout y o u r  s t a t e’s activities.

M a j o r i t y  Leader

North D ako ta  S tate  S en a t e

President, N CSL

Enclosu res

cc: H o n o r a b l e  Do na ld  E. Clocksin, H ou se M aj o r i t y  Leader 

H o no r a b l e  T e r r y  Martin, House M i n o r i t y  Leader



R ES OLU TIO N

Whereas, the United States of An,erica is only  a y e a r  away  from c el ebr ati on 

of the Bicentennial of the Constitution;

Whereas, the past several y e a rs  have seen fundamental shifts in 

re sp on s i b i li ty  from  the federal to state g o v ern men ts;

Whereas, the federal g ov er n m e n t  has n ow enacte d an u n pr ec e d e nt ed  m e c h a n i sm  

for reducing the federal budget deficit;

Whereas, political ins titutions at every level of g ov er nm e n t  have been 

d ra m a t i c al ly  tran sfo rme d _,.d m o d e r n i z e d  over the past two decades;

Whereas, these forces c om bin e to cause the citizen s of the Un ite d States 

to reflect on their gover nme nts , on how they operate, on the services they 

provide, and on ho w they relate to one another;

Therefore, be it resolved, that NCSL d evel op and d is tr i b u te  suggesti ons  

of ways that state legislatures can p a rt ic i p a t e  in cel eb ra t i n g  the 

Bicentennial of the Consititution;

And f u rth er be it res olved that these sug gestions include e st ab l i s h m e n t  

of c omm iss ion s iri the states to revi ew the re s p o ns ib il i t i es  of the state, 

local, and federal g o v er nme nts  and to rev iew  how the g ov ern men ts are 

or gan ize d to p er for m these responsibilities.
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D e a r  P r e s i d e n t  N e t h i n g :

A s  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  t h e  B i c e n t e n n i a l  
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  
o f f e r  t o  a s s i s t  u s  i n  t h e  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
B i c e n t e n n i a l  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

I f  a l l  A m e r i c a n s  a r e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  
i m p o r t a n t  c o m m e m o r a t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  a c t i v i t y  a n d  
t h r o u g h  p r o g r a m s  s e t  u p  b y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  
a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  m u s t  c o , n e  
f r o m  a l l  l e v e l s — n a t i o n a l ,  S t a t e ,  a n d  l o c a l .  T h e  o r a  
o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ' s  B i c e n t e n n i a l  i s  a l r e a d y  w e l l  u . - o n  
u s ,  b u t  o n l y  1 7  S t a t e s  h a v e  t h u s  f a r  e s t a b l i s h e d  
c o m m i s s i o n s  o n  t h e  B i c e n t e n n i a l .

T h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e s  a n d  
i t s  m e m b e r s  c a n  b e  k e y  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  
B i c e n t e n n i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  l e v e l s .  
W e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  y o u r  g r o u p  i n  p r o g r a m s  
o n  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

W e  h o p e  a l l  l e g i s l a t o r s  w i l l  g i v e  s p e e c h e s  a b o u t  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  s t i m u l a t e  p u b l i c  p r o g r a m s  a b o u t  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

H o n .  D a v i d  E .  N e t h i n g  
P r e s i d e n t ,  N a t i o n a l  

C o n f e r e n c e  o f  S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e s  

4 4 4  N .  C a p i t o l  S t r e e t  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  2 0 0 0 1



A N  ACT

To provi de for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f a C om mi s s i o n  on the B ice ntennial of the 

Consti tut ion .

Be it e na c t e d  by the Sen a t e and House of R e pr e s e n t a t i v e s  of the state of

_, that t here is e s t a b li sh e d  a C o m m i s s i o n  on the Bicen ten nia l o f  the

Unit ed Stat es C o ns ti tu tio n, h e r e in a f t e r  r eferred to as the "Commission".

FI NDI NGS

Sec. 2. The l e g i s la tu r e  finds that --

(1) the b ice ntennial of the Constitut ion al C o n v e n t i o n’s adop t i o n  of  the 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  occurs on S e p t e m b e r  17, 1987;

(2) the C o n s t i t u t i o n  e n u n c ia te s  the l i m it ati ons  on g ov ern men t, the

i n a li e n a bl e rights, the t ime les s p ri nc ip le s  of  individual li be rt y  and 

resp on si b i l i t y,  and e q u a l it y before law, for the pe o p l e  of the United 

St a t e s of A m e r i c a  and the state of ____________ ;

(3) this d o c u m e n t  has set an en dur ing  e xa m p l e of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d e mo c r a c y

for the w o r l d  and served as a model for the C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the state 

o f  _____; and

(4) the m a i n t e n a n c e  of the com mon  p rin cip les  that a n i m a te  our R epu bli c 

d ep en d upon a k n o w led ge and u n d e rs t a n d i n g  of t he ir  roots and origins.

PURPOSE

Sec. 3. The p ur po s e  of this Act is to e s ta bli sh the (s t a t e ) C om mi s s i o n  to 

p ro mot e and c o o r d i n a t e  a cti vit ies  to c o m m em or at e  the bic ent enn ial  of the 

United States Constit uti on.

M E M B E R S H I P

Sec. 4. (a) The C o m m is s i o n  shall be c o m p o se d of t w e n t y - t h r e e  m em be r s  as

follows:

(1) t wen ty  me m b e r s  a pp oi nte d by the Governor, four of w h o m  shall be 

a p p oi n t e d from  among the r ec om m e n d a ti on s  made by the S p e a k e r  of the 

H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  (in c o n s u l t a t io n with  the m i n o r i t y  l ead er  of 

the House of R ep re sen tat ive s),  four of  w h o m  shall be a p p o i nt ed  from 

among the r e c o m m e n d at io n s  made by the P re si den t pro t em po r e  of the
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Senate, in c o n s u l t a t i o n  with  the m a j or it y leader ana m i n o r it y leader of the 

Senate, and four of w h o m  shall be a ppointed from  among the r ec om me nd a t i on s made 

by the C hi ef  J u st ic e  of (s t a t e ) ;

(2) the C h i e f  Ju st ic e  o f  _, or his designee;

(3) the P resident pro tempore of the Senate, or his des ignee; and

(4) the S pe ak e r  of the House of R epr ese nta tiv es,  or his designee.

(b) Each of the individuals making r e c o m m en da ti o n s  to the President 

r e ga r d i n g a pp oi n t m e nt s shall seek to achieve a b ala nce d m e m b e r s h i p  

r ep res ent ing , to the m a x i m u m  extent practicable, the state of as a

whole. The C om mi ss i o n  memb ers  shall be cho sen  from among indivi dua ls who 

have d e m o n st r a t e d  scholarship, a strong sense of public service, e xp er tis e 

in the lear ned  professions, and abilities likely to c o n t ri bu te  to the 

fu lf il lme nt of the du tie s of the Commission.

(c) M em b e r s  of  the C omm i s s i on  shall be a pp oi nte d for the life of the 

Commission.

(d) One of the m e m ber s shall be d es i g n a t ed  as C hai rma n by, and shall serve 

in the p osi ti o n  of C hai rma n at the p lea su re  of, the Governor.

(e) Tw e l v e  m e mbe rs o f  the Commi ssi on shall c o n st i t u t e  a quorum, but a 

less er num b e r  may c o ndu ct meetings.

(f) A v ac a n c y  in the C om mis sio n re sulting from the d eat h or r e s i gnat ion  of 

a m e m b e r  shall not affect its powers, and shall be filled in the same 

m a n n e r  in w h i c h  the original appointm ent  was made.

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  P R O V IS IO NS  A N D  POWERS

Sec. 5. (a) The C o m m i ss io n  shall appoint a st aff  d i r e c t o r  w ho shall be paid at

a rate to be set by the Commission.

(b) The C o m m i s si on  is a uthorized to a ppo int  and fix the co mpe n s a ti on

of such additional pub licly paid personnel up to five persons, as tne 

C h a i r m a n finds n ec es sar y to carry out the p urp ose s of this title.

(c) Subj ect  to the prov isi ons  of this subsection, the Com mi ss i o n  may 

appo int  and fix the pay of additional personnel to be paid out of 

p r i v a t e donations. An individual ap p o i nt ed  to a po sit ion  funded in 

such m a n n e r  shall be so des ig n a t e d at the time o f  such i n d i v i d u a l’s
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ap poi ntment. The Ch air man  may appoint such additional personnel as he 

d ee ms appropriate;

(d) Each m e m b e r  of the C o m m is si o n  shall serve w it h ou t  being 

c o m p e n s a t e d  as a m e m b e r  of such Com mission, ex cep t that each m e mb e r  

shall be r ei m b u r s e d  for travel, subsistence, and o t h e r  n e c e s s ar y 

e xp en se s  incurred by t hem in the p e r f o r m a nc e of th eir  duties.

(e) Upon reque st of  the Commission, the head of any state agency may 

detail any o f  the personnel of such agency to the C o m m i s s i o n  to assist 

the C o m mi s s i o n  in c arr y i ng  out its du tie s und er this Act. Details 

u nd er this sub se ct i o n  shall be wi th o u t  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  by the C omm iss ion  

to the agency from which the emp l o ye e c o n c e r n e d  was detailed.

(f) Th e C om mi s s i o n  is a uth ori zed  to p r ocu re supplies, se rvices and 

property, and m ak e  contracts, in f u l f il lme nt of its purposes.

(g) (1) The C om mi ss i o n  is a uth o r i z ed  to accept, use, solic it and 

di sp o se  of d o n a ti on s  of money, property, or personal services; and

(2) The C o m m i s si on  shall pr e s c ri be  r e g u l at io ns  under w hi ch  the 

C o mm i s s i o n  may  accept d o n a ti o n s  of money, p r o pe rt y or  personal 

services, including proce dur es for d e t e r m i n i n g  the v alue  of 

d o na t i o n s  of pr ope rt y or personal services.

(h) The C om mi s s i on  shall have the a u t h or it y  to d es ig n  and use a logo 

as the official state emb le m of the bicente nni al.  The C o m m is s i o n  

shall issue rules and regulations, including p e n a lti es for 

u na u t h o r i z e d  use, r e g a rdi ng the use of such logo.

DUTIES or THE COMMISSION

Sec. 6. (a) The C o m m i ss io n  shall --

(1) plan and de ve lo p  acti vit ies  a p p ro pr i a t e to c om me m o r a t e  the 

bice ntennial of the Con stitution, in cluding a limited n u mb e r  of 

proj ec ts  to be u nde rta ken  by the state, seeki ng to h a r m o n iz e and 

ba lanc e the imp ortant goals of c er em o n y  and c e l e b r a t i o n  w i t h  the 

e qu a l l y  important goals of scholar shi p and education;

(2) e n c o ur ag e  p riva te organizat ion s, and local g ov ern men ts,  to 

o rg a n i z e  and p a r t i c i p at e in bicentennial a ctiv iti es c om m e m o r a t i n g  or 

e x am in in g  the drafting, ratification, and h i st or y o f  the C o ns t it ut io n  

and the spe cif ic f eatures of the doc ument;
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(3) coo rdi nat e, generally, a ctiv iti es throu gho ut all of the state;

(4) serve as a c l e a r i n g h o u s e  for the c ol le ct i o n  and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of 

i nf orm ati on about bicentennial events and plans in this state; and

(5) c o o p e r a t e  and c o o r d i na te  its effort s with  the Uni t e d  States 

C om mi s si o n  on the Bicentennial of the Con stitution.

(b) In pl an n i n g  and impl eme nti ng app ro pr i a t e ac tiv it ie s to co m m e m or at e 

the b ic ent enn ial , the Com mi ss i o n  shall giv e due  c o n s i de r a t i o n  to --

(1) the historical setting in which the C o n s t i t u t i o n  was d ev el ope d 

and ratified, including such a nt e ced ent s as the Fed er al i s t  Papers, 

the A r t i c l e s  of Confedera tio n, and the r a t i f ic at io n  in this and 

o t h e r  states;

(2) the c on t r i b u t i o n  of d i v er se  ethnic and racial groups;

(3) the r el a t i o n s h i p  and historical d e v el o p m e n t  of the three 

b r a n c h e s of the govern men t;

(4) the i mpo rta nce  of ac tiv it ie s  c on c e r n i n g  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  and 

c i t i z e n s h i p  e d u c a t io n t h ro ugh tou t the state;

(5) the unique ac hie ve me n t s  and c on t r i b u t i o n s  of the pa rti c i p a nt s 

in the Co nst itu tio nal  C on ve n t i on  of 1787 and the state 

r at i f i c a t i o n  proceedings;

(6) the d i v e r s e  legal and philosophical views r eg ar d i n g the 

C o n s t i tut ion ;

(7) the need for r efl e c ti on  upon both ac ad e m i c  and s c h o la r l y  views

of the C o n s t i t u t i o n  and the p r i n c i pl e that the d o c u m e n t  must be

u n d e r s t o o d  by the general public;

(8) the s u b st an t i v e  p r ovi sio ns of the C on s ti t u t i o n  itself;

(9) the impact of the C o ns t it ut i o n  on A me r i c a n  life and

go v e r nm en t ;  and

(10) the need to e n c o ur a g e  a p p ro p r i a t e edu cational c u r r i c ul um s 

de s i g n e d  to e d uca te students at all levels of  le arn ing  on the 

dr afting, ratification, and h ist ory  of the C o n s t i t u t i o n  and the 

sp eci fic  p r ovi sio ns of that document.



Page Five

(c) The C om mi ss i o n  shall seek the coo peration, advice, and a ss ist anc e 

from both p r ivat e and gov ernmental ag encies and o rg a n i z a t i o n s  

i nc ludi ng local gov ern men ts,  learned societies, ac ad e m i c  institutions 

and historical, patriotic, phil ant hro pic , civic, and professional 

groups, and bar associations.

(d) The C om mi ss i o n  shall submit an annual report to the Governor, each 

H ou s e  of  the legislature, and the S u prem e Court o f  (s t a t e ) until such 

C om m i s s i o n  terminates. The first annual report shall include specific 

re co mm e n d a t i o n s  o f  the Com mi ss i o n  for c o m m e m o r a t i o n  and c o o r d i n at io n 

o f the bie centennial ind related activities.

TERMINATION

Sec. 7. The C o m m i s s i o n  shall t e r m ina te on D e c e m b e r  31, 1991.

Sec. 8. Th ere  are a ut ho r i z e d  to be a ppr op r i a t ed  to c ar ry  out the pu rp os e s  of 

this Ac t such sums as may  be n e c e s s a r y throu gh fiscal y e a r  1991.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Sec. 9. This Act shall beco me ef fe ct i v e  on the dat e of enactment.
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Introduced: 2/7/86
Referred: State Affairs

BY V. FISCHER, COGHILL,
IN THE SENATE JOSEPHSON AND DEVRIES

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU T I O N  NO. 32 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FOURTEENTH L EGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

Re l ating to the bicentenary of the 

United States Constitution.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the Constitution of the United States is the oldest w r i t t e n  

frame of government that has been in continuous use by a free people on 

earth; and

WHEREAS government under the Constitution in America has provided an 

example of self-government that has inspired a yearning for freedom all 

over the world; and

WHEREAS the bicentenary of the C o n s titution in 198/ is also the 211th 

year of the independence of the United States; and

WHEREAS the State of Alaska proudly takes its place among the Union of 

States u nder the Constitution; and

WHEREAS in anticipation of the 200th anniversary of the A m e rican 

Constitution, we should take the opportunity to celebrate our freedom and 

to reflect on the frame of government that makes it possible; and

WHEREAS the Constitution is often cited, less often read, and too 

often taken for granted by citizens who owe their place in a free g o v e r n­

ment to its wise dispositions; and

WHEREAS .s anniversary offers us a splendid opportunity to examine 

and strengthen the foundations of our democratic republic by encouraging 

public discussion and observance of the Constitution in out cities and 

villages, in our schools and universities;

BE IT RESOLVED that the A l a s k a  State Legislature respectfully requests 

the Governor to appoint a commission to commemorate the bicentenary of the



1 Constitution of the United States of America; and be it

2 FURTHER RESOLVED that the year 1987 shall be p r oclaimed the Year of

3 the Constitution of the United States of America, to be commemorated by

4 appropriate public observances for citizens throughout the state.
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Executive Summary of First Report

Comm iss ion  on the  B icen tenn ia l  o f  
the  Uni ted  S ta te s  Cons t i tu t ion

S e p t e m b e r  17, 1985

The  tw en ty- th ree  m em b e r  C om m iss ion  on  the  B ic en tenn ia l o f th e  U n i ted  S ta te s  C on s t i tu t io n  was 
e s ta b l i sh ed  by Act o f Cong ress,  Pub lic  Lasv 98-101. The  P re s id en t  d e s ig n a ted  C h ie f  Ju s t i c e  W ar ren  
B. B u rg e r  a s  C h a i rm a n  of th e  Comm iss ion , and  20 m em bers  of the  C om m iss ion  w ere  sworn  in by Vice 
P re s id e n t  B ush  on J u l y  30, 1985. The  C om m iss ion  appo in ted  M ark  W. C an n on  a s  S ta f f  D irec to r and  
Ronald  M ann  a s  D epu ty  StalT Director.

T h e  C om m iss ion  m e t J u ly  29-30 in W ash ing ton ,  D.C., and  A ugu s t 22-23 in S a l t  Lake City, U tah  
Today, S ep tem b e r  17, the  C om m iss ion  conduc ts  public h e a r in g s  a t  the S up rem e  C ou r t  o f the  Un ited  
S ta te s  a t  wh ich  19 public  a n d  p r iv a te  o rg an iz a t io n s  desc r ibe  th e i r  p lan s  and  ac t iv i t ie s  to 
c om m em o ra te  the  B ic en tenn ia l  o f th e  C ons t i tu t ion . T h is  m ee t in g  he lp s inform the C om m iss ion  as 
well as in te r e s te d  g roup s  a b o u t  c u r r e n t  a n d  con tem p la ted  B icen tenn ia l ac t iv it ie s .

T h e  Com m iss ion  will em pha s iz e  th e  edu ca t io n a l  o ppo r tu n i t ie s  affo rded  by th e  B ic en ten n ia l  of th e  
U n ited  S ta te s  C on s t i tu t ion . The  mos t la s t in g  honor we can  bes tow  upon th e  g e n e r a t io n  th a t  gave us 
o u r  fo rm  of g o v e rnm en t  is to fo s te r am ong  th e  people o f  th e  U n i ted  S ta te s  a  j u s t  a pp re c ia t io n  and a 
c le a r e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of th e i r  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  he r i tag e . In th e  words of th e  C om m is s io n ’s C h a i rm an  it 
is an  occasion for " a  h is to ry  a nd  c iv ics lesson for a l l o f us.” T h is  c om m em o ra t io n  can  help  us 
u n d e r s ta n d  b e t t e r  th e  cond i t ion s  th a t  u nde r l ie  h um a n  freedom, and  it c an  e n l ig h te n  o u r  app ro aches  
to c on s t i tu t io n a l  and  policy is su e s  t h a t  lie ahead .

T he  Com m iss ion  p roposes  th a t  th e  c e le b ra t io n  o f th e  h is to r ic a l  a sp ec t s  o f  th e  C on s t i tu t io n ’s 
B ic en tenn ia l  h av e  th r e e  phases, c o r r e sp ond ing  to th e  th ree-year per iod  from 1987 th ro ugh  1989. 
P'rom now un t i l  S ep tem b e r  17, 1987-the B ic en tenn ia l  o f th e  s ig n in g  of th e  C on s t i tu t io n  in the 
P h i la d e lp h ia  C onv en t io n- som e  em pha s i s  w ill be p laced  on  the ev en ts  le ad ing  up  to th e  Conven tion, 
th e  svrit ings o f th e  Founders ,  and  a n a ly s i s  o f th e  C on s t i tu t io n  itself. T h e  y e a r  1988 should  be one of 
public e n l ig h te nm en t  a bo u t th e  d e l ib e ra t io n s  d u r in g  1788 by th e  people in eve ry  S ta le  on the  m e r i t s  
of the  p roposed C on s t i tu t ion ,  which led to ra t i f ica t ion . The  y e a r  1989 will be d ed ica ted  to the  
fo rm a tio n  of th e  f i r s t  g o v e rnm en t  a n d  to th e  200 y e a r s  o f th e  h is to r ic a l d ev e lo pm en t of th e  th r e e  
b r a n c h e s  of g o v e rnm en t  u n d e r  th e  C on s t i tu t ion ,  a n d  will p rep a re  th e  way  for a  c e le b ra t io n  of th e  
B ic en tenn ia l  o f  th e  Bill o f R ights.

T he  success o f th e  c om m em o ra t io n  o f th e  B icen tenn ia l  o f th e  C on s t i tu t io n  d epends  in a m a jo r  way on 
th e  w id e sp read  and  e n th u s i a s t i c  in vo lv em en t of p r iv a te  g roups a nd  o rg an iz a t io n s  to e n la rg e  public 
u n d e r s ta n d in g  and  app re c ia t io n  o f th e  C on s t i tu t ion .  Accordingly, a  m a jo r goal o f th e  Com m iss ion  
will be to s t im u la t e  p e rv a s iv e  a c t iv i ty  by th o u s an d s  of o rg an iz a t io n s  a t  th e  g ra s s  roo ts  level t h a t  will 
e du c a te  th e i r  m em b e r s  and  o th e r s  a bou t  th e  C on s t i tu t io n  and  th e  un iqu e  a sp ec ts  of t h a t  docum en t to 
e n s u r e  f reedom  u n d e r  law. The  Com m iss ion  will a lso  work c lose ly  w ith  S ta te  B icen tenn ia l 
C omm iss ions, fede ra l agenc ies,  a nd  C ong res s  in p la n n in g  and  coo rd in a t in g  g o v e rnm en t  su ppo r t  and 
invo lvem en t.
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Establ ishment of the Commission

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  on t h e  B i c e n t e n n i a l  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  was  

e s t a b l i s h e d  by A c t  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  P u b l i c  L aw  98-1 01 ,  s igned  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  on 

S e p t e m b e r  29,  1983.  In a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  S e c t i o n  6(e) o f  t h e  A c t ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h e r e b y  

s u b m i t s  t h i s  R e p o r t  on i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .

T h e  A c t  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  to  c o n s i s t  o f  t w e n t y - t h r e e  m e m b e r s ,  w i th  

t w e n t y  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  i n c lu d in g  f o u r  f r o m  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  m a d e  

by t h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  f o u r  f r o m  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  m a d e  by 

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  pro  t e m p o r e  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,  an d  f o u r  f r o m  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  m a d e  by t h e  

C h i e f  J u s t i c e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  M e m b e r s  n a m e d  by t h e  A c t  a r e  t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  o f  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  o r  h is d e s i g n e e ;  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  p ro  t e m p o r e  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,  o r  his 

d e s i g n e e ;  an d  t h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  o r  his d e s i g n e e .

On  J u n e  25,  1985,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n n o u n c e d  his  i n t e n t i o n  to  ap p o in t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n  on t h e  B i c e n t e n n i a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  

d e s i g n a t e d  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  W a r r e n  E. B u r g e r  as  C h a i r m a n .  C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  w e r e  

s w o r n  in a n d  g iv en  t h e i r  c o m m i s s i o n s  by t h e  Vice  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  in a 

W hi te  H o u s e  c e r e m o n y  on t h e  m o rn i n g  o f  J u l y  30.  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a r e :

M e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n

W a r r e n  E. B u rg e r ,  C h a i r m a n  

F r e d e r i c k  K. B iebe l  

L indy  Boggs  

H e r b e r t  B ro w ne l l  

Ly nne  V. C h e n e y  

Ph i l ip  M. C r a n e  

Wil l iam J .  G r e e n  

E d w a r d  V i c t o r  Hill  

C o r n e l i a  G. K e n n e d y  

E d w a r d  M. K e n n e d y  

H a r r y  M c K in le y  L i g h t s e y ,  J r .  

Wi l l iam L u c a s

E d w a r d  P. M org an  

B e t t y  S o u th a r d  Murp hy  

T h o m a s  H. O 'C o n n o r  

Phyl l i s  Sc h la f ly  

B e r n a r d  H. S ie g an  

T e d  S t e v e n s  

O b e r t  C.  T a n n e r  

S t r o m  T h u r m o n d  

R o n a ld  H. Wa lk e r  

C h a r l e s  E. Wiggins  

C h a r l e s  A la n  Wright
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C o m m i s s i o n  H e a d q u a r t e r s

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  on  t h e  B i c e n t e n n i a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  has  b e e n  

a s s i g n e d  o f f i c e s  a t  734 J a c k s o n  P l a c e ,  N.W., W as h in g to n ,  D .C .  T h e s e  o f f i c e s  will  

s u p p o r t  no m o r e  t h a n  25 s t a f f  m e m b e r s .  O b v io u s ly  a  m u c h  l a r g e r  s p a c e  wi l l  be r e q u i r e d .  

We a r e  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e  1976 A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  B i c e n t e n n i a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h ad  

250 s t a f f  m e m b e r s  a t  t h e  h e i g h t  of  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s .  T h e  C h a i r m a n  h a s  m e t  w i th  t h e  

A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  S e r v i c e s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  an d  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  

s p a c e  be a s s ig n ed .

C o m m i s s i o n  M e e t i n g s

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  h e ld  t w o  m e e t i n g s :  J u l y  29-30,  in W a sh in g to n ,  D . C . ,  and

A u g u s t  2 2 -2 3 ,  1985, in Sal t  L a k e  C i ty ,  U t a h .  On S e p t e m b e r  17, t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  R e p o r t ,  

t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n d u c t s  pub l i c  h e a r i n g s  a t  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  in 

W ash in g ton ,  D .C . ,  a t  w hich  n i n e t e e n  p u b l i c  an d  p r i v a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  t e s t i f y i n g  

a b o u t  t h e i r  p lans  fo r  c o m m e m o r a t i n g  t h e  B i c e n t e n n i a l  of  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h i s  is a 

f i r s t  s t e p  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  a b o u t  a l l  p e n d i n g  o r  c o n t e m p l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  by 

o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t a l  b od ies  an d  p r i v a t e  e n t i t i e s  a s  we l l  as  r e c e i v e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  fo r  

C o m m i s s i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  s c h e d u l e d  f u t u r e  m e e t i n g s  f o r  N o v e m b e r  2 4 -2 5 ,  1985; 

F e b r u a r y  1-2,  1986; A pr i l  13-14,  1986; and J u n e  2 7 -2 8 ,  1986.

C o m m i s s i o n  S t a f f

P u b l i c  L aw  98-101 p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  shal l  a p p o i n t  a  S t a f f  D i r e c t o r  and 

m a y  a p p o i n t  up  t o  f i ve  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  pa id  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e d  funds .

On J u l y  16, 1985,  a f t e r  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  

m e m b e r s h i p  and p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  W a r r e n  E. 

B u r g e r ,  as  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  a p p o i n t e d  a  S e a r c h  C o m m i t t e e  t o  r e c o m m e n d  

t o  t h e  C o m m is s io n  a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  S t a f f  D i r e c t o r .  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  B iebel ,  C h e n e y ,  

M o rg an ,  an d  W a lk e r  w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  S e a r c h  C o m m i t t e e ,  w i t h  B e t t y  S o u t h a r d  

M u r p h y  £ p p o in t e d  t o  c h a i r  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .

A f t e r  an  e x t e n d e d  s e a r c h  and r e v i e w  of  n u m e r o u s  p e r s o n s ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  upon 

u n a n i m o u s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  S e a r c h  C o m m i t t e e ,  a p p o i n t e d  M a rk  W. C a n n o n  as  

S t a f f  D i r e c t o r  an d  R o n a ld  Mann as  D e p u ty  S t a f f  D i r e c t o r .
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Committees of the Commission

T h e  fo l lo w in g  c o m m i t t e e s  an d s u b c o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a v e  b e e n  

c r e a t e d  t o  d a t e :

P e r s o n n e l / A d  m i n i s t r a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

P r o j e c t s  and  E v e n t s  C o m m i t t e e

•  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on E d u c a t io n

•  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on P r i v a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n s  and  O r g a n i z a t i o n s

•  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on t h e  Med ia  

C o m m i t t e e  on G o v e r n m e n t  Lia ison

« S u b c o m m i t t e e  on F e d e r a l  Lia ison

« S u b c o m m i t t e e  on S t a t e / L o c a l  Lia ison

•  S u b c o m m i t t e e  on I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Lia ison

Recommendation for Amendment of Public Law 98-101

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  a s  d e s c r i b e d  in S e c t i o n  3 of  P u b l i c  L a w  98-101,  is 

t o  " p r o m o t e  an d  c o o r d i n a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e  b i c e n t e n n i a l  o f  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n , "  w h ich  w a s  s ig n ed  a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o n  S e p t e m b e r  17, 

1787. In i t s  g e n e r a l  l a n g u a g e ,  t h i s  is s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  c h a r g e  t h a t  w a s  g iv e n  to  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  B i c e n t e n n i a l  C o m m i s s i o n  (A R B C ) an d  t o  i t s  s u c c e s s o r ,  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t io n  B i c e n t e n n i a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (ARBA),  f o r  t h e  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t io n  B i c e n t e n n i a l .  T h e  c h a l l e n g e  f a c i n g  th i s  C o m m i s s i o n  in 

p e r f o r m i n g  i t s  s t a t u t o r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  p e r h a p s  is b e s t  i l l u s t r a t e d  by a  f e w  c o m p a r a t i v e  

s t a t i s t i c s :

(1) T im in g :  A R B C  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on  J u l y  4, 1966, fu l ly  t e n  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  

c o m m e m o r a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  B i c e n t e n n i a l .  Whi le A R B C  

e n c o u n t e r e d  s u b s e q u e n t  d e l ay s ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  in i t s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  A R B A  in 1974,  t h e r e  

was  n o n e t h e l e s s  e a r l y  o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  p l an n in g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  B i c e n t e n n i a l .  

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  on t h e  B i c e n t e n n i a l  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  in e f f e c t  f o r  l ess  t h a n  

t w o  m o n t h s  a s  o f  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  R e p o r t  and wi ll  h a v e  m e t  t h r e e  t i m e s  b e f o r e  t h e  due  

d a t e  o f  t h i s  R e p o r t .  T h e  t i m e  p r e s s u r e s  p l a c e  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  u n d e r  g r e a t  h a n d i c a p s  

w i th  i t s  m a n d a t e  t o  p r o m o t e  an d  c o o r d i n a t e  o u r  c o u n t r y ' s  c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f  i t s  

f u n d a m e n t a l  l aw .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  wi l l  t h e r e f o r e  p r o c e e d  w i t h  g r e a t  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  

e n l i s t  a  s t a f f  a n d  ad v i s o r y  bod ies .
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