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Fiscal Note Analysis HB 272
Division of Elections 
March 12, 1985
At present, staffing and space acquisition for absentee 
voting stations prior to major elections is handled on what 
is primarily a volunteer basis. Mandating by statute the 
number of days and hours during which an absentee voting 
station will operate, requires a formalisation of the recruitment and space acquisition process by which the state 
will implement this program. This fiscal note assumes the maximum costs if the conversion to a mandated standard 
precludes our options for relying on current volunteer 
outlets.
There are approximately 35 communities which would be 
impacted by this legislation during odd numbered fiscal years during which statewide primary and general elections would occur. Costs identified in these years include:

Space Rental 35 sites at $30/day x 14 days x 2electionsStation Workers 70 (2./site) at $8/hour x 8 hoursx 14 days x 2 elections 
Misc. Admin. 35 sites @ $50 (Misc. telephone/postage etc.) x 2 elections

In addition, every year an average of 3 special elections can be expected, each of which would involve 1 site. Travel 
and training costs which would already be covered in current operating budgets for general elections years, are specified 
in this fiscal note for those years in which no general 
elections is scheduled.
An inflationary factor of 10% is included each year.
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DIV IS ION OF ELECTIONS 
POUCH A F 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-9974

PHONE: (907) 586-6181

S t a t e w i d e  S t a t i s t i c a l  A v e r a g e  

R e l a t i n g  t o  A b s e n t e e  I n  P e r s o n  V o t i n g

W h a t  f o l l o w s  i s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r m u l a  u s e d  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  a n  o v e r a l l  g e n e r a l  a v e r a g e  o f  I n  P e r s o n  V o t i n g  t h a t  

c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  a c o m m u n i t y  o f  1 0 0 0  r e s i d e n t s .  

T h i s  f o r m u l a  d o e s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  a  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  p e r f e c t  

a n a l y s i s  b u t  b a s e d  o n  s o m e  l i m i t e d  d a t a  w h i c h  i s  a v a i l a b l e  

c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a g e n e r a l  o v e r v i e w .

P o p u l a t i o n

E l i g i b l e  t o  R e g i s t e r  

P o t e n t i a l  V o t e r s  

% A c t u a l l y  R e g i s t e r e d

R e g i s t e r e d  V o t e r s  5 9 4

% A c t u a l l y  V o t i n g  x  . 7 0

' • B a l l o t s  C a s t  

% B a l l o t s  C a s t  b y  A b s e n t e e

+ +  A b s e n t e e  B a l l o t s  C a s t

* *  O f  t h e  t o t a l  b a l l o t s  c a s t ,  1 2 %  a r e  c a s t  b y  a b s e n t e e ,  w i t h  

6 . 3 %  b e i n g  c a s t  b y  m a i l ,  a n d  5 . 7 %  b e i n g  c a s t  i n  p e r s o n .

+ +  A b s e n t e e  B a l l o t s  C a s t  4 9 . 8 9

% C a s t  i n  p e r s o n  _ x ___^ 0 5 2 ___

T O T A L  B A L L O T S  C A S T  I N  P E R S O N  2 3 . 6 9



ABSENTEE VOTING BY COMMUNITY

T o t a l  B a l l o t s

K e t c h i k a n  

K o d i a k  

S i t k a  

B e t h e l

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  

H o m e r  

K o t z e b u e  

P a l m e r  

S o l d o t n a  

C o r d o v a  

J u n e a u  

V a l d e z  

D i l l i n g h a m  

K e n a i

it of  A b s e n t e e  B y  M a i l  In  P e r s o n

370 194 176
244 128 116
216 108 108
156 82 74
45 24 21

154 81 73
88 46 42
45 24 21
152 80 72
80 42 38

1,997 836 1,161
155 81 74
76 40 36

232 122 110

3,090
2,032
1,802
1,302

375
1,280

736
378

1,271
670

13,265
1,289

636
1,937
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M E M O R A N D U M

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o h n  S u n d  

TO: S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

RE: HB  2 7 2  A b s e n t e e  V o t i n g

A b s e n t e e  V o t i n g  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  a p r o b l e m  in m y  d i s t r i c t ,  a n d  I ' v e  f o u n d  

thi s  to b e  the r e s u l t  o f  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  in s c h e d u l i n g .  L a s t  y e a r  in 

K e t c h i k a n  a b s e n t e e  v o t e r s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  o n l y  a f e w  d a y s  to v o t e  i n  b o t h  

the p r i m a r y  a n d  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .  T h e s e  d a y s  w e r e  n o t  w e l l  a d v e r t i s e d ,  

a n d  the s c h e d u l e d  h o u r s  a n d  v o t i n g  l o c a t i o n s  v a r i e d  b e t w e e n  e l e c t i o n s .

T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  b r i n g  s o m e  s t a b i l i t y  to t he p r o c e s s  a n d  a l l o w  v o t e r s  w h o  

w o r k  l o n g  a n d  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  s c h e d u l e s ,  i . e., c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  f i s h i n g ,  

l o g g i n g ;  t he c o n v e n i e n c e  of  a t wo w e e k  p e r i o d  o f  e i g h t  h o u r  d a y s  to c a s t  

t h e i r  v o t e .

It w o u l d n ' t  b e  c o s t  e f f i c i e n t  to e x t e n d  t he v o t i n g  h o u r s  in  a l l  of  

A l a s k a ' s  s m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  so  t h i s  b i l l  m a k e s  p r o v i s i o n s  o n l y  f o r  t h o s e  

c i t i e s  w i t h  1 , 0 0 0  r e s i d e n t s .

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g  in  t h i s  s t a t e  is b e i n g  e f f i c i e n t l y  

c o o r d i n a t e d  b y  c i t y  c l e r k s ,  a n d  c o m p l a i n t s  a r e  u s u a l l y  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  

t h o s e  c i t i e s  t h a t  h a n d l e  it d i f f e r e n t l y .  It is f o r  t h e s e  e x c e p t i o n s  t h a t  

t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is d i r e c t e d .
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O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 
POUCH AF 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 998I1-537J

RHONE; 1907) 586-6181

F e b r u a r y  20, 1985

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  K a t i e  H u r l e y  
C h a i r p e r s o n
S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
P o u c h  A F
J u n e a u ,  A K  998 0 1

S u b j e c t :  C o m m e n t s  in s u p p o r t  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  110, "An A c t
a m e n d i n g  the e l e c t i o n s  laws o f  t h e  state; and 
p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H u r l e y :

E n c l o s e d  f o r  the i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  r e v i e w  o f  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  are 
c o m m e n t s  in s u p p o r t  o f  HB 110 w h i c h  is s c h e d u l e d  to b e  h e a r d  
o n  T h u r s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  21, 1985. T h e y  i n c l u d e  a b r i e f  d e­
s c r i p t i o n  o f  the s p e c i f i c  a m e n d m e n t s  b e i n g  p r o p o s e d ,  as w e l l  
as s o m e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the r a t i o n a l e  b e h i n d  t h e s e  c h a n g e s .
M a n y  o f  the c h a n g e s  a r e  h o u s e k e e p i n g  m e a s u r e s  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a 
f e w  w h i c h  a r e  m o r e  s u b s t a n t i v e  in n a t u r e .

A s  y o u  a l s o  r e q u e s t e d ,  in a d d i t i o n  to the c o m m e n t s  w e  a r e  
s u b m i t t i n g  r e g a r d i n g  HB 110 as it c u r r e n t l y  e x i s t s ,  I a m  
o f f e r i n g  s o m e  i n p u t  o n  y o u r  p r o p o s e d  a d d i t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  
r e q u i r e  a p o s t m a r k  o n  a l l  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  c a s t  b y  m a i l .  W e  
r e c o g n i z e  the i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  c o n c e r n s  y o u  h a v e  r a i s e d  in 
t h i s  v i t a l  area. A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  o u r  r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
t h e  s o l u t i o n s  m a y  n o t  b e  s i m o l e  one s ,  a n d  are l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  
t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u  a n d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o n  d e v e l o p i n g  w o r k a b l e  
s o l u t i o n s .

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  in th i s  bil l .  P l e a s e  
f e e l  fr e e  to c o n t a c t  m e  if y o u  o r  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  like 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  for p l a c i n g  o u r  b i l l  on 
y o u r  a g e n d a .

S i n c e r e !

S a n d r a  S t o u t  
Director

E n c l o s u r e



DIVISION OF FLECTIONS 
POUCH AF 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99B11-997J

/ PHONE: (907)386-6181 

R E Q U I R E D  P O S T M A R K S :  A B S E N T E E  B A L L O T S  BY M A I L

P r e p a r e d  F o r

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  K a t i e  H u r l e y  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

F e b r u a r y  20, 1985

C u r r e n t  A b s e n t e e  B y  M a i l  P r o c e d u r e s

U n d e r  c u r r e n t  e l e c t i o n  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  in A l a s k a ,  
v o t e r s  w i s h i n g  to v o t e  b y  m a i l  a r e  r e q u i r e d  to h a v e  t h e i r  
b a l l o t s  m a r k e d  a n d  a t t e s t e d  o n  o r  b e f o r e  the d a t e  o f  the 
e l e c t i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  it is p r o v i d e d  in A S  1 5 . 2 0 . 0 8 1 ( e ) ,  t h a t  
t h e  v o t e r  w h o  r e t u r n s  the b a l l o t  b y  m a i l  w i l l  u s e  t h e  m o s t  
e x p e d i t i o u s  m a i l  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  m a i l  the b a l l o t  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  
t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  s t a t u t e  m a n d a t e s  
t h a t  "if t h e  b a l l o t  is p o s t m a r k e d ,  it m u s t  be p o s t m a r k e d  on 
o r  b e f o r e  e l e c t i o n  d a y . "

C o n c e r n  h a s  b e e n  e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  in t h e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  the 
p r o v i s i o n ,  t h e  s t a t u t e  as w r i t t e n  c r e a t e s  a p o t e n t i a l  for 
f r a u d u l e n t  o r  u n e t h i c a l  u s e  o f  t h e  s y s t e m .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
s i n c e  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  l a w  o n l y  r e q u i r e s  the e l e c t i o n  d a t e  
s t a m p e d ,  if t h e  b a l l o t  is p o s t m a r k e d ,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  
t h e  p o s t m a r k  o n  a l l  m a i l e d  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s ,  c a n d i d a t e s  c o u l d  
r e s p o n d  to e l e c t i o n  n i g h t  r e t u r n s  b y  s o l i c i t i n g  a b s e n t e e  
v o t e r s  w h o  h a v e  n o t  m a i l e d  in t h e i r  b a l l o t s  to do so in the 
f e w  d a y s  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  B e c a u s e  no p o s t m a r k  is 
r e q u i r e d  for c o u n t i n g ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  m a y  be 
r e c e i v e d  in t h e  m a i l  for 15 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e s e  
late v o t e r s  c o u l d  s t i l l  c a s t  t h e i r  b a l l o t s  a f t e r  t h e  l e g a l  
d e a d l i n e .  T h e  c o n c e r n  h a s  b e e n  r a i s e d  t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
w o u l d  h a v e  no w a y  o f  k n o w i n g  t h a t  the b a l l o t s  w e r e  c a s t  a f t e r  
e l e c t i o n  day. In t h e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  c l o s e  r a c e s  t h e s e  la t e  
b a l l o t s  m i g h t  h a v e  an i m p a c t  o n  t h e  o u t c o m e .

T h e  d i v i s i o n ' s  f i r s t  r e s p o n s e  to th i s  c o n c e r n  is t h a t  b o t h  
t h e  v o t e r  a n d  t h e  a t t e s t i n g  w i t n e s s e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  to s t i p u­
lat e  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e i r  s i g n i n g  t h e  a b s e n t e e  a f f i d a v i t .  W h e n  
no p o s t m a r k  a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  e n v e l o p e ,  it is t h i s  d a t e  t h a t  is

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R



u s e d  to v e r i f y  t h a t  the b a l l o t  w a s  c a s t  on or b e f o r e  e l e c t i o n  
day. A s s u m i n g  t h a t  in all o t h e r  w a y s  the b a l l o t  a p p e a r s  to 
be l e g i t i m a t e l y  cast, a n d  th a t  it is r e c e i v e d  w i t h i n  the 15 
d a y  p e r i o d ,  the b a l l o t  is co u n t e d .

U.S. F o s t a l  S e r v i c e  P o l i c y

A c c o r d i n g  to M a b e l  O ' C o n n e l l ,  A s s i s t a n t  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l ,  
G e n e r a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Law, for t h e  P o s t m a s t e r  G e n e r a l  in 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C., c u r r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  o n  all 
f i r s t  c l a s s  m a i l ,  a p o s t m a r k  be a f f i x e d  w h i c h  b y  l a w  w i l l  
i n c l u d e  fu l l  ncime o f  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  h a n d l i n g  the piece, 
s t a t e  a b b r e v i a t i o n ,  z i p  code... d a t e  o f  m a i l i n g ,  a n d  a.m. or 
p.m. T h e r e  are e x c e p t i o n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the first c l a s s  
m a i l  r e q u i r e m e n t .  M a i l  t h a t  is p r e p a i d  w i t h  a p o s t a l  p e rmit, 
e v e n  t h o u g h  it is for f i r s t  c l a s s  p o s t a g e ,  w i l l  n o t  be
p o s t m a r k e d .  R a t h e r  the p o s t  o f f i c e  p r o c e s s i n g  the p r e p a i d
p i e c e  m e r e l y  c a n c e l s  the letter. T h i s  c a n c e l l a t i o n  s e r v e s  as 
a r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  p o s t a l  u s a g e  for w h i c h  the e n t i t y  o w n i n g  
the p e r m i t  w i l l  be c h a r g e d  for p o s t a g e .  U n d e r  this s y s t e m  
the p e r m i t  o w n e r  is c h a r g e d  o n l y  for the m a i l  a c t u a l l y  
r e t u r n e d .  C u r r e n t  e s t i m a t e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  27% o f  the b a l l o t s  
r e q u e s t e d  b y  m a i l  in A l a s k a  are n o t  r e t u r n e d  at all.

It has b e e n  the p o l i c y  in A l a s k a  to p r e p a y  r e t u r n  p o s t a g e
u n d e r  a f i r s t  c l a s s  p e r m i t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  for t h e  m o s t  p a r t  we 
w o u l d  n o t  e x p e c t  a p o s t m a r k  o n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  b a l l o t s  
s u b m i t t e d  b y  mai l .

R e q u i r e d  P o s t m a r k s

In o r d e r  to a s s u r e  t h a t  to the g r e a t e s t  d e g r e e  p o s s i b l e , all 
m a i l e d  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  a r e  p o s t m a r k e d ,  the S t a t e  w o u l d  ha v e  
to c h a n g e  it p r o c e d u r e s  to i n c l u d e  r e q u i r i n g  a f f i x i n g  a 
p o s t a g e  s t a m p  to the r e t u r n  e n v e l o p e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  p r e­
p r i n t i n g  t h e  p o s t a l  p e r m i t  s t a m p  as is c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  done. 
T w o  o p t i o n s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .

S t a t e  P a y s  P o s t a g e : If t h e  S t a t e  is to c o n t i n u e  p a y i n g  
for p o s t a g e  on b a l l o t  r e t u r n s , m a n u a l  s t a m p i n g  w i l l  
i n c u r  so m e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o sts. T h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p r e p a r i n g  
m a i l i n g  p a c k e t s  for the v o t e r  (even b e f o r e  a d d r e s s i n g ,  
i n s e r t i n g  b a l l o t s ,  c o d i n g ,  s e a l i n g  a n d  m a i l i n g  occurs) 
c o n s i s t s  o f  c o l l a t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  s e c r e c y  e n v e l o p e s  
a n d  m a n u a l l y  f o l d e d  r e t u r n  e n v e l o p e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  t h e n  
i n s e r t e d  in the o u t e r  m a i l e r .  T h e s e  p a c k e t s  are also 
s o r t e d  b y  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e  to w h i c h  the v o t e r  w i l l  
e v e n t u a l l y  m a i l  his o r  h e r  b a l l o t s .

In k e e p i n g  w i t h  its c o n v e r s i o n  to an a u t o m a t e d  d a t a  
e n t r y  s y s t e m  w h i c h  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  b y  fa l l  o f  1985, the 
d i v i s i o n  is in the p r o c e s s  o f  r e s e a r c h i n g  a n d  d e s i g n i n g



a c o m p u t e r i z e d  p u l l  a p a r t  s e l f - m a i l e r  w h i c h  w o u l d  
e l i m i n a t e  m o s t  o f  t h e  s t e p s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  m a n u a l  
s y s t e m  u s e d  in t h e  pas t .  As a c o m p u t e r i z e d  m a i l i n g  
p a c k e t ,  t h e r e  w o u l d  be n o  n e e d  for a n y  o f  t h e  m a n u a l  
p r e p a r a t i o n  s t e p s  d e s c r i b e d .  T h e  c o m p u t e r  w o u l d  a u t o­
m a t i c a l l y  p r i n t  t h e  m a i l i n g  a d d r e s s ,  a n d  d i s t r i c t  a n d  
p r e c i n c t  o f  the v o t e r ,  as w e l l  as t h e  r e t u r n  o f  the 
a p p r o p r i a t e  r e g i o n a l  s u p e r v i s o r  b a s e d  o n  t h e  v o t i n g  
d i s t r i c t ,  o n  t h e  s e l f - m a i l e r  in w h i c h  a l l  r e q u i r e d  
m a t e r i a l s  a r e  a l r e a d y  e n c l o s e d .  A l l  t h a t  w o u l d  be 
n e c e s s a r y  at t h a t  p o i n t  is t o  s l i p  t h e  b a l l o t s  i n s i d e ,  
a n d  seal.

R e q u i r i n g  the m a n u a l  p l a c e m e n t  o f  a p o s t a g e  s t a m p  o n  the 
r e t u r n  e n v e l o p e  in o r d e r  to a s s u r e  t h a t  the b a l l o t  is 
p o s t m a r k e d  w o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  u s i n g  this 
s t r e a m l i n e d  a n d  c o m p u t e r i z e d  m a i l e r .  B e l o w  a r e  s o m e  of 
the c o s t s  i n c u r r e d  in t h e  p o s t a g e  a n d  m a n u a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  
o f  the m a i l i n g  p a c k e t  b a s e d  o n  an e s t i m a t e d  2 5 , 0 0 0  
a b s e n t e e  b y  m a i l  a p p l i c a n t s  a n t i c i p a t e d  for r h e  1986 
G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n .

P r i n t i n g  o f  M a t e r i a l s  $ 3 , 318

P o s t a g e  @ .25 e a c h  6 , 2 5 0 *

L a b o r  - m a n u a l  p r e p a r a t i o n
b a s e d  on 50 p a c k e t s  p e r
h o u r  p e r  e m p l o y e e  @ R a n g e
8 = 5 0 0  m a n  h o u r s  4,6 8 3

$ 1 4 , 2 5 1

* W i t h  a n  e s t i m a t e d  27% o f  t h e  b a l l o t s  n e v e r
r e t u r n e d ,  t h e r e  is a w a s t e  o f  $ 1 , 6 8 7  in p o s t a g e  
n o t  a c t u a l l y  u s e d  for v o t i n g .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  han d ,  t h e  c o m p u t e r i z e d  s e l f - m a i l e r  w o u l d  
i n c u r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t s .

P r i n t i n g  o f  M a i l e r  F o r m  $ 7,000

P o s t a g e  b a s e d  o n  a 73%
r e t u r n  r a t e  a c t u a l l y  b i l l e d
b y  P o s t  O f f i c e  4 , 5 6 2

$ 1 1 , 5 6 2
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T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a s a v i n g s  in ju s t  the p r e p a r a t i o n  p h a s e  
o f  $ 2 , 5 9 9  o v e r  t h e  m a n u a l  system.

In a d d i t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  the c o m p u t e r  s y s t e m  w o u l d  be l i n k e d  
d i r e c t l y  to the m a i n f r a m e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  the 
p o t e n t i a l  e r r o r  f a c t o r  w o u l d  be r e d u c e d  e s p e c i a l l y  in 
th e  a r e a  o f  d i s t r i c t i n g  a n d  p r e c i n c t i n g .

V o t e r  P a y s  P o s t a g e :  W h i l e  this p o l i c y  h a s  n o t  b e e n
u t i l i z e d  b y  the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  in the past, it s h o u l d  
b e  e x p l o r e d  f o r  a d o p t i o n  in the future. R e s e a r c h  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  in m o s t  s t a t e s  th i s  is the ncrm. 
A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  F e d e r a l  E l e c t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  in 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. the v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of s t a t e s  r e q u i r e  the 
v o t e r  to p a y  the p o s t a g e .  O f  t h e  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  c o n­
t a c t e d  d i r e c t l y  o n l y  C a l i f o r n i a  p r e p a y s  p o s t a g e .

A d o p t i n g  th i s  p o l i c y  w o u l d  o b v i o u s l y  sa v e  the s t a t e  f r o m  
$ 4 , 6 8 3  to $ 6 , 2 5 0  b a s e d  o n  2 5 ,000 a b s e n t e e  a p p l i c a n t s .

It s h o u l d  be n o t e d  h o w e v e r  t h a t  m a n y  s t a t e s  r e q u i r e  o n l y  
c i v i l i a n  a n d  i n - c o u n t r y  v o t e r s  to p a y  t h e i r  o w n  p o s t a g e ,  
w h i l e  m i l i t a r y  a n d  o v e r s e a s  v o t e r s  a r e  a l l o t t e d  p r e p a y  
r e t u r n s .  S t a t e s  m a k i n g  t h e s e  a l l o w a n c e s  o f t e n  do so
u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  O v e r s e a s  C i t i z e n s  V o t i n g  
R i g h t s  A c t  o f  1975, w h i c h  a p p e a r s  g e n e r a l l y  as 42 U S C S  
ss 1 9 7 3 d d  et sec, w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  v o t i n g  a n d  o t h e r  
e l e c t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  m a y  be m a i l e d  f r o m  a n y  A r m e d  F o r c e s  
p o s t  o f f i c e  in an o v e r s e a s  area, u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  
p r o h i b i t e d  b y  a t r e a t y  o r  o t h e r  a g r e e m e n t ,  free o f
p o s t a g e .  It s t i p u l a t e s  t h a t  s u c h  b a l l o t s  m a y  be 
s e g r e g a t e d  f r o m  o t h e r  for m s  o f  m a i l  a n d  p l a c e d  in
s p e c i a l  b a g s  m a r k e d  w i t h  s p e c i a l  ta g s  p r i n t e d  a n d  
d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  t h e  P o s t m a s t e r  G e n e r a l  for this p u r p o s e .

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t  A l a s k a  d o e s  n o t  r e c o r d  the n u m b e r s  
o f  m i l i t a r y  v o t e r s  v o t i n g  b y  m a i l ,  as th i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
is n o t  r e q u i r e d  o n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  no o t h e r  
s y s t e m  h a s  b e e n  i m p l e m e n t e d  for t r a c k i n g  th i s  data.
E v e n  if the s t a t e  w e r e  to c o n t i n u e  to p r e p a y  b a l l o t  
p o s t a g e ,  u s e  o f  t h i s  F e d e r a l  p r o v i s i o n  w o u l d  r e s u l t  in 
s a v i n g s  to the State.

P o t e n t i a l  I m p a c t  o f  V o t e r  P a i d  P o s t a g e  o n  B a l l o t  R e t u r n  R a t e

C o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  to d e t e r m i n i n g  if t h e r e  w o u l d  
b e  a n y  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  v o t e r  p a i d  p o s t a g e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  As o f  t h e  1984 G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n ,  a s a m p l i n g  of 
a c r o s s  s e c t i o n  o f  d i v e r s i f i e d  d i s t r i c t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  A l a s k a  is a v e r a g i n g  a 73% r e t u r n  r a t e  o f  t h e  
a b s e n t e e  b y  m a i l  b a l l o t s  r e q u e s t e d .  It is d i f f i c u l t  to say
h o w  t h i s  f i g u r e  w o u l d  d e c l i n e  if t h e  v o t e r  w a s  r e t i r e d  to 
p a y  t h e  p o s t a g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  stc.tes
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i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th i s  h a s  n o t  b e e n  d e t r i m e n t a l .

W h i l e  the F e d e r a l  E l e c t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e r e  are 
no s o l i d  f i g u r e s  r e c o r d e d  o n  the n a t i o n w i d e  level, d i r e c t  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  d o e s  g i v e  us so m e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  O r e g o n  for e x a m p l e ,  r e q u i r e d  v o t e r  p a i d  
p o s t a g e .  E a c h  o f  t h e m  r e p o r t s  to us, h o w e v e r ,  a n  85% to 90% 
r e t u r n  r a t e  o n  a b s e n t e e  b y  m a i l  b a l l o t s .  C a l i f o r n i a ,  o n  the 
o t h e r  h a n d ,  p r e p a y s  t h e  p o s t a g e .  H o w e v e r  in Los A n g e l e s  
C o u n t y ,  w h i c h  t h e y  fe e l  is r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  -^tate, t h e y  
e x p e r i e n c e d  a 35% r e t u r n  rate. It s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  a b o u t  
o n e  m o n t h  b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  C a l i f o r n i a  s e n d s  e a c h  
r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  for an a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t .  
B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  m a s s  m a i l i n g ,  t h e i r  n u m b e r s  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  are 
e x a g g e r a t e d  to w e l l  b e y o n d  w h a t  w o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  a v e r a g e .  
M o s t  o f  the s t a t e s  w e  c o n t a c t e d  e x p e r i e n c e d  an a p p l i c a n t  r a t e  
o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  10%. In C a l i f o r n i a  it is b e l i e v e < t h a t  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  r e c e i v e  an a p p l i c a t i o n  in t h e  m a i l ,  m o r e  v o t e r s  
r e t u r n  t h e m  t h a n  a c t u a l l y  i n t e n d  o r  n e e d  to v o t e  b y  mail. 
T h a t  c o u l d  a c c o u n t  for t h e  l o w  r e t u r n  r a t e  o f  b a l l o t s .

I r r e g u l a r i t i e s  in I n s t  O f f i c e  P r o c e d u r e

O n e  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  to b e  c o n s i d e r e d  if the 
s t a t e  w e r e  to r e q u i r e  a p o s t m a r k  o n  a l l  a b s e n t e e  b y  m a i l  
b a l l o t s  as p r e r e q u i s i t e  for c o u n t i n g ,  is t h e  l a c k  o f  
u n i f o r m i t y  in t h e  p o s t m a r k i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  a c t u a l l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  
b y  i n d i v i d u a l  p o s t  o f f i c e s  a c r o s s  t h e  n a t i o n .  T h e r e  is no 
d o u b t  t h a t  e v e n  o n  m a i l  h a n d  s t a m p e d  w i t h  a p o s t a g e  stamp, 

‘t h e r e  is a V e r y  g o o d  c h a n c e  t h a t  no r e a d a b l e  p o s t m a r k  w i l l  
a p p e a r .  In s o m e  c a s e s  it w i l l  m e r e l y  b e  a n  o m i s s i o n  o n  the 
p a r t  o f  t h e  p o s t a l  c l e r k ,  o n  o t h e r s  a v o t e r  w i l l  p a y  full 
p o s t a g e  b u t  s t a m p  it t h o u g h  a p o s t a g e  m a c h i n e ,  w h i l e  o n  s t i l l  
o t h e r s  a p a r t i c u l a r  p o s t a l  s t a t i o n  j u s t  d o e s n ' t  p o s t m a r k  at 
all. B a s e d  o n  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  F e d e r a l  E l e c t i o n  
C o m m i s s i o n  t h e r e  is e v e n  a g e n e r a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  u s e  
o f  a d a t e  b e a r i n g  p o s t m a r k  m a y  be o n  t h e  w a y  o u t  a l t o g e t h e r .

N o  m a t t e r  w h a t  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a t t e n t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  to be 
g i v e n  to t h e  c o u n t a b i l i t y  o f  b a l l o t s  o n  w h i c h  no r e a d a b l e  
p o s t m a r k  a p p e a r s .  W e  w o u l d  h a v e  to a s k  o u r s e l v e s  if the 
p o s t m a r k  w a s  a c r i t e r i a  f o r  c o u n t i n g  t h e  b a l l o t ,  h o w  m a n y  
l e g i t i m a t e  v o t e r s  w o u l d  be d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  t h r o u g h  no f a u l t  
o f  t h e i r  own. O n e  o p t i o n  w o u l d  b e  to r e v e r t  b a c k  to the 
v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  the d a t e  s i g n e d  a n d  a t t e s t e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r  a n d  
t h e  w i t n e s s e s ,  as w e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  d o i n g .

I m p a c t  o f  L e g i s l a t i o n  C u r r e n t l y  B e i n g  C o n s i d e r e d  in C o n g r e s s

It s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  o n  J a n u a r y  24, 1985, H o u s e  R e s o l u t i o n  
639, a n d  H o u s e  R e s o l u t i o n  640 w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  in C o n g r e s s
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w h i c h  w o u l d  a m e n d  the F e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n  laws to p r o v i d e  th a t
a l l  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  be m a i l e d  free o f  p o s t a g e .  It c a l l s  for
" a n y  e n v e l o p e  or o t h e r  c o v e r  c o n t a i n i n g  s u c h  a b a l l o t  s h a l l  
b e a r  the w o r d s  " F ree P o s t a g e — A b s e n t e e  B a l l o t "  (or w o r d s  to 
t h a t  e f f e c t  s p e c i f i e d  b y  t h e  P o s t a l  Service) in t h e  u p p e r
r i g h t - h a n d  c o r n e r " .  W h i l e  this w o r d i n g  is d u p l i c a t e d  in 
b ot h ,  o t h e r  i s s u e s  are a d d r e s s e d  in e a c h  o f  the s e p a r a t e
r e s o l u t i o n s .

If e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  r e s o l u t i o n s  w e r e  to pass, the free p o s t a g e  
i m p r i n t  o n  t h e  e n v e l o p e  w o u l d  m o s t  l i k e l y  c i r c u m v e n t  the 
n e c e s s i t y  o f  a n y  p o s t m a r k  as d e f i n e d  by c u r r e n t  p o s t  o f f i c e  
p o l i c y ,  t h e r e f o r e  v o i d i n g  o u r  u s e  o f  su c h  a "mark as a 
v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t i m e l y  m a i l i n g  a n d  a c r i t e r i a  for c o u n t i n g .

A l t e r n a t i v e  S a f e g u a r d s  to A s s u r e  T i m e l v  V o t i n g

As a n  o p t i o n  to the r e q u i r e d  p o s t m a r k  as v e r i f i c a t i o n  of 
t i m e l y  v o t i n g  w h i c h  m a y  o n l y  p r o v e  m a r g i n a l l y  f easible, we 
m i g h t  w a n t  to g i v e  some t h o u g h t f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to a m o r e  
s u b s t a n t i v e  c h a n g e  in o u r  c u r r e n t  e l e c t i o n  laws. T h a t  c h a n g e  
w o u l d  be in the d e a d l i n e  b y  w h i c h  an a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  w o u l d  
h a v e  to be r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  in o r d e r  to be e l i g i b l e  
for c o u n t i n g .

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  the m o s t  sure w a y  o f  a v o i d i n g  the p o t e n t i a l  for 
f r a u d u l e n t  o r  u n e t h i c a l  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  late b a l l o t s  w h i c h  
i n i t i a t e d  o u r  r e s e a r c h  into this area, is to r e q u i r e  t h a t  all 
a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  be r e c e i v e d  in t h e  e l e c t i o n s  o f f i c e  b y  the 
c l o s e  o f  the p o l l s  o n  e l e c t i o n  day. T h e r e  is i n p u t  from 
o t h e r  s t a t e s  w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  this a c t i o n  as a r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  
a c c e p t a b l e  r e q u i r e m e n t .

With, the e x c e p t i o n  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ,  a l l  o t h e r  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  
c o n t a c t e d  d i r e c t l y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  d a y  d e a d l i n e  
w a s  a r e q u i r e m e n t  in t h e i r  s t a t u t e s .  C o n f i r m a t i o n  w a s  a l s o  
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  the F e d e r a l  E l e c t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n ,  t h a t  th i s  is 
t h e  c a s e  in- t h e  v a s t  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  a l l  states, a n d  t h a t  
e x t e n d e d  d e a d l i n e s  s u c h  as t h a t  a f f o r d e d  v o t e r s  in A l a s k a  .is 
the r a r e  e x c e p t i o n .

O n e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w h i c h  s e e m s  r e l e v a n t  in d e t e r m i n i n g  the 
f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  t h i 3  m o r e  r e s t r i c t i v e  d e a d l i n e  in A l a s k a  is 
the p o s s i b l e  i m p a c t  o f  m a i l  t u r n a r o u n d  time, b a s e d  on o u r  
v e r y  late p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  g e n e r a l  
e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t s  for d i s t r i b u t i o n .  It a p p e a r s  t h a t  m o s t  
s t a t e s  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e i r  p r i m a r y  date, m a i l  o u t  t h e i r  
b a l l o t s  in r e l a t i v e l y  the same t i m e  p e r i o d  as w e  do in 
A l a s k a ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  3 to 4 w e e k s  b e f o r e  the e l e c t i o n .

In O r e g o n ,  for e x a m p l e ,  e v e n  w i t h  t h e  t i g h t  d e a d l i n e ,  t h e y  
e n j o y  a 90% r e t u r n  rate.
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I t  w o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t  to s a y  h o w  o u r  o w n  73% r e t u r n  r a t e  
w o u l d  be i m p a c t e d  b y  su c h  a c h a n g e  in o u r  laws, h o w e v e r ,  a 
c u r s o r y  e s t i m a t e  f r o m  o u r  r e g i o n a l  s u p e r v i s o r s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
e v e n  w i t h  o u r  e x t e n d e d  d e a d l i n e s ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 0 - 8 5 %  of o u r  
a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  a r e  r e c e i v e d  b y  e l e c t i o n  day. In A n c h o r a g e  
it a p p e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  m a y  b e  s l i g h t l y  lower. O f  
t h o s e  b a l l o t s  r e c e i v e d  a f t e r  e l e c t i o n  day, t h e r e  is n o  w a y  to 
a n t i c i p a t e  w i t h  a c c u r a c y  h o w  m a n y  a r e  s e n t  l a t e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
b e c a u s e  o f  the e x t e n d e d  d e a d l i n e ,  o r  h o w  m a n y  o f  t h e m  w o u l d  
b e  m a i l e d  e a r l i e r  i f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  d a y  d e a d l i n e  for r e c e i p t  
w e r e  m a n d a t e d .

E x t e n d e d  D e a d l i n e  f o r  M i l i t a r y  a n d  O v e r s e a s  V o t e r s  O n l y

It is i m p o r t a n t  to n o t e  a n  e x c e p t i o n  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  to 
b e c o m i n g  the t r e n d  a c r o s s  the n a t i o n .  B e c a u s e  o f  t e s t  c a s e s  
t h r o u g h  the c o u r t  b r o u g h t  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of D e f e n s e ,  it is 
b e c o m i n g  c l e a r  t h a t  e x c e p t i o n s  to the e l e c t i o n  d a y  d e a d l i n e  
w i l l  b e  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  s t a t u t e s  o f  s t a t e s  r e q u i r i n g  s u c h  a 
r e s t r i c t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  C o l o r a d o  w h o s e  s t a t u t e s  a r e  v e r y  
c l e a r  a b o u t  the e l e c t i o n  d a y  d e a d l i n e  is c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  a 
r e s t r a i n i n g  o r d e r  to e x t e n d  t h e  d e a d l i n e  for m i l i t a r y  a n d  
o v e r s e a s  v o t e r s  b y  t e n  d a y s .  W h i l e  C o l o r a d o  h a s  b e e n  
r e l u c t a n t  to m a k e  s u c h  an e x c e p t i o n  m a n y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  are 
e m b r a c i n g  it w i l l i n g l y .  B e c a u s e  o f  the s l o w  t u r n a r o u n d  m a i l  
t i m e  w e  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  o v e r s e a s  a n d  A P O / F P O  v o t e r s ,  A l a s k a  
w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  w a n t  to i n c o r p o r a t e  t h i s  e x c e p t i o n  i n t o  its 
l a w s  if w e  w e r e  to a d o p t  a n  e l e c t i o n  d a y  d e a d l i n e .

A d v a n t a g e s  to an E l e c t i o n  D a y  D e a d l i n e

T h e  m a j o r  a d v a n t a g e s  to s u c h  a d e a d l i n e  c h a n g e  a r e  two. 
F i r s t ,  the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  u n t i m e l y  b a l l o t s  b e i n g  i n c l u d e d  in 
t h e  c o u n t  w o u l d  be e l i m i n a t e d .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  n e w  d e a d l i n e  
w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  e n h a n c e  t h e  f a s t e r  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  e l e c t i o n  
r e s u l t s .  T h e  t w o  w e e k  d e l a y  w h i l e  w e  a w a i t  t h e  r e c e i p t  of 
a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  w o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  e x i s t .  C a n d i d a t e s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  in c l o s e  r a c e s ,  w o u l d  k n o w  t h e  o u t c o m e  m u c h  m o r e  
q u i c k l y .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  c o u l d  a l s o  
b e  c o m p l e t e d  m a n y  d a y s  s o oner.

A b s e n t e e  D e a d l i n e s  I n v o l v e d  in R e c o u n t s

If c h a n g e s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  the d e a d l i n e s  for r e c e i p t  o f  
a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s ,  a n o t h e r  a r e a  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be r e v i e w e d  is 
t h a t  o f  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  w h i c h  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  l a w  m a y  be 
i n c l u d e d  in r e c o u n t  t o t a l s  if r e c e i v e d  e v e n  l a t e r  t h a n  the 15 
d a y  e x t e n d e d  d e a d l i n e ,  b u t  b e f o r e  a r e c o u n t .  In v e r y  c l o s e  
r a c e s  w h e r e  one, t w o  o r  t h r e e  v o t e s  m a y  s e p a r a t e  the 
c a n d i d a t e s ,  the i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e s e  v e r y  la t e  b a l l o t s  a d d  all
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n e w  d a t a  to the r e c o u n t e d  t o tals. In such races, the w i n n e r  
m a y  be d e c i d e d  b a s e d  o n  the so l e  i m p a c t  o f  these p r e v i o u s l y  
u n c o u n t e d  b a l l o t s  r e c e i v e d  too la t e  to be i n c l u d e d  in 
c e r t i f i e d  res u l t s .  If the p u r p o s e  o f  a r e c o u n t  is to v e r i f y  
the a c c u r a c y  of the v o t e  c o u n t  ju s t  c o m p l e t e d ,  s e m e  t h o u g h t  
m i g h t  be g i v e n  to the a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  c h a n g i n g  t h o s e  
r e s u l t s  by i n t r o d u c i n g  n e w  data.
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DIV IS ION OF ELECTIONS  
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PHONE: (907) 586-6181

Position Paper 
House Bill 284 

Prepared by 

Division of Elections 
April 8, 1985

The Division of Elections has reviewed House Bill 284, "An Act relating 
to elections," and supports the bill in its entirety.

The first substantive amendment proposed by this bill under Sec. 
15.20.030, (Page 1, lines 23-25) eliminates pre-paid postage on absentee 
ballots returned to the division by mail. Rather, the amended language 
calls for the voter paying the postage on his or her return ballot.

We have researched the potential Impact of such a change and have 
concluded that we could anticipate no negative affect.

Our research through personal contacts with several other states, and 
with the Federal Election Commission indicates that with very few 
exceptions the majority of states require the voters to pay their own 
postage. We were particularly interested in evaluating what affect such 
a measure would have on the return rate of absentee ballots if the voter 
paid postage. Based on the 1984 General Election, Alaska experienced an 
average 73% return rate of voted ballots from those individuals who 
originally applied. We were concerned that this rate might be lower if 
the postage was not pre-paid. We found, however, that in Oregon and 
Washington where voters pay their own postage, they experienced an 85% - 
90% return rate. Conversely, in California where postage is pre-paid, 
they had a 39% return. It appears that the return rate is more 
seriously impacted by other considerations, and that postage 

in and of itself, has little or no impact.

By having the voter pay his or her own postage, the state could antici­
pate saving up to $9,000.00 in major election years. We therefore 

support this change.

The next substantive amendment suggested by this bill, relates to 
AS 15.20.081 (d) (Page 2, lines 9 - 10) and calls for reducing the 
number of witnessing signatures on the voter's oath and affidavit 

envelope frcxn two, to one.

It further requires the single witness to provide a full address where 
he or sne can be contacted. We endorse this changes for several 

reasons.



1) Lack of proper witnessing under the current statutes is one of 
the most conroonly enforced rules for challenging an individual's 
vote. Because of the current statute, a ballot that in all 
other ways is properly cast, is rejected if it isn't witnessed 
by an official authorized to administer an oath, or by 2 
witnesses.

2) Requiring 2 witnesses puts an undue burden on remote voters who 
often have no access to such an official and are therefore 
required to get 2 witnessing signatures. In Alaska we have many 
people who live in such isolated conditions that often the only 
witness they have access to is the bush pilot who brings them 
their supplies and their mail. W e  have had several inquiries 

from such individuals who feel they are disenfranchised because 
of this requirement.

3) It is our understanding that the reason to require 2 signatures 
was to provide an extra layer of assurance that the voter voting 
the ballot is indeed eligible and properly identified. Right 
now, we require 2 signatures, but no other information from the 
witness. If we had reason to research the individual's 
identity, we would have virtually no way of doing so. With the 
addition of a full address, we feel the assurances we initially 
sought, are more readily available because there would be a way 
to track the individual who served as a witness.

Perhaps the most critical change to current law proposed by this bill, 
is that regarding AS 15.20.081(e) (Page 2, lines 14 - 18), requiring 
that absentee ballots cast by mail be received no later than 8:00 p.m. 
on Election Day in order to be counted. Our research in this area 
confirms that this requirement is indeed reasonable and feasible, and 
that the Election Day deadline is mandated in almost every other state. 
Alaska's current extended deadline is a rare exception.

One consideration deserving our attention was whether or not the 
lateness of our Primary, delaying the availability of general election 
ballots, would cause a severe handicap to voters voting by mail if we 
required an election day deadline for receipt. We found that virtually 
all states send out their ballots in relatively the same time period, 
regardless of the date of their Primary, specifically 3 to 4 weeks prior 
to the election. Such a state is Oregon, and even with the Election Day 
deadline, they enjoy a 90% return rate of ballots meeting the tight 

deadline.

It would be difficult to say how our 73% return would be impacted if the 
deadline were changed, however, a cursory estimate from our regional 
supervisors indicates that 80% - 85% of all absentee by mail ballots 
received, did arrive by Election Day. In Anchorage that percentage 
seems to be slightly lower. Of those ballots received after Election 
Day, there is no way to anticipate with accuracy how many were sent 
later specifically because of the extended deadline, or how many would 
have been mailed earlier if the Election Day deadline had been in 
effect.
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We feel that the .added section AS 15.20.081 (h) (Page 2„ lines 24 - 28) 
protect the primary sector upon whan the tightening of the deadline 
would have the greatest effect, military and overseas voters. This 
section provides an extended deadline specifically for these 
individuals. Many states with the Election Day deadline are now adding 
such provisions to their statutes.

The advantages of the deadline changes called for in this bill, with the 
extension provided for by (h), are two.

1) At the moment, all absentee ballots may be accepted up to 15 
days after the election. Concern has been expressed that since 
current statutes mandate, that "if the ballot is postmarked, it 
muse be postmarked on or before election day", there is a 
potential for fraudulent or unethical use of the system. 
Specifically, since this part of the statute requires the 
election day stamp if the ballot is postmarked, but does not 
require it on all ballots, candidates could respond to election 
night returns by soliciting absentee voters who have not mailed 
in their ballots to do so in the few days right after the 
election. Because no postmark is required for counting, these 
ballots cast after the election, but received within the 15 day 
period, could be included in the totals. In close races, these 
late votes could impact the outcome.

Our research show that requiring a postmark on all ballots is 
not feasible because of irregularities in the postal systems 

worldwide. We feel because of these irregularities, many voters 
could find their votes challenged through no fault of their own, 
if a postmark didn't appear.

It is our opinion that an Election day deadline could limit the 
potential for fraud, and would address these concerns.

2) Finally, an election day deadline would enhance the faster 
announcement of election results. The two week deadline while 
we await receipt of the final absentee ballots would be greatly 
minimized. Candidates, particularly in close races, would know 
the outcome more quickly as certification of election results 
could be completed many days sooner.

Amendments to AS 15.20.201 (a) and (c) merely make appropriate changes 
in the counting schedule pursuant to the change in the deadline for 

receipt of voted ballots.

With regard to amendments in the fees payable to the state for recounts, 
the division supports the changes. The estimated costs for conducting a 
recount for a single district is approximately $1,700.00. The current 
fee of $250.00 for recounts in races outside the margin allowing for a 
recount free of charge, obviously does not begin to cover the expenses.

Finally, the bill seeks to amend AS 15.20.480 (Page 4, lines 19 - 21) by 
eliminating the inclusion of absentee ballots received after the 15 day 

deadline, in recount totals. We agree with the intent of this
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provision, because the introduction of these very late ballots, adds new 
data to the materials being recounted. Therefore, we may change the 
original totals automatically by introducing new ballots that have not 
been counted before. Such additions may be inappropriate if the purpose 

of the recount is to verify the accuracy of the original count.

Sandra J. Srput 
Director
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H O U S E  B I L L  284 

F i s c a l  N o t e  

Pa g e  2

S p e c i a l  n o t e  s h o u l d  be m a d e  th a t  the b i l l  a l s o  w o u l d  r e s u l t  
in i n c r e a s e d  fees p a i d  to t h e  s t a t e  for r e c o u n t s  o f  e l e c t i o n  
ret u r n s .  T h o s e  fees d o  not i m p a c t  the d i v i s i o n ' s  o p e r a t i n g  
b u d g e t  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  are n o t  i n d i c a t e d  o n  the face of this 
fis c a l  note. H o w e v e r ,  a d d i t i o n a l  m o n i e s  d e p o s i t e d  to the 
g e n e r a l  fund w o u l d  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c reased. A  c o m p a r i s o n  
is p r o v i d e d  n o t i n g  the increase.

C u r r e n t  S t a t u t e s  H B  284

P r i m a r y  E l e c t i o n  3 @ $250 = $750 3 @ $1500 = $4,500
R e c o u n t s

G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n  5 @ $250 = $1, 2 5 0  5 @ $1500 = $7,500
R e c o u n t s

T O T A L  FE E S  T O  G E N E R A L  F U N D  $2 , 0 0 0  $ 1 2 , 0 0 0

In fi s c a l  y e a r s  F Y 8 7  a n d  FY89, b a s e d  on t h e s e  a s s u m e d  n u m b e r  
o f  r e c o u n t s  t h e  n e t  i n c r e a s e  b e n e f i t t i n g  the s t a t e  w o u l d  be 
$ 1 0 ,000 e a c h  year.

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS A GENCY

M E M O R A N D U M  A pril 1, 1985

POUCHY S lA l l  CAPIIOt 
JUN IAU . ALASKA 9981  I 

9 0 7  i t >S 3 8 0 0

S U B J E C T :

T O :

F R O M :

Elections (HB 284)

Repres entative Red B o u c h e r

R i chard A. Bradley 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Counsel 'nT ^ n

You h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  a sectional analysis of the above d e­
scribed bill.

As a p r e l i m i n a r y  matter, note that a sectional analysis or 
summary of a bill should not be c o n s i d e r e d  an aut horitative 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the bill and the bill itself is the best 
statem ent of its contents. If y o u  w o u l d  like an i n t e r p r e t a­
tion of the bill as it m a y  apply to a p a r t i c u l a r  set of 
circumstances, please advise.

S e ction 1 of the bill amends AS 15.20.030, a section relat- 
ing to the p r e p a r a t i o n  by the dire ctor of ballots, envelopes, 
and other election material. The only s ub stantive change to • 
the s e c tion occurs in the a d d itio n of the last sentence:
"The larger envelope used for the r e turn of the absentee 
b a l l o t  by the voter shall require the v o t e r  to apply any 
r e q u i r e d  post age." The larger envelope is, of course, the 
outer envelope.

Section 2 of the bill amends AS 15.20.081(d). The s u b­
section is concerned w i t h  the p r o c e d u r e s  u s e d  b y  the voter 
to v o t e  an ab sentee ballot. The only s u bstanti ve changes 
involve the change of the r equire ment of two w i t n esses  to 
one w i t n e s s  and the added requir e m e n t  that the witness 
provide  a full address.

Section 3 of the bill amends AS 15.20.081(e). The section 
is c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a requi r e m e n t  that the absentee  b a ll ot be 
m a r k e d  and a t t es ted to b y  the date of the election. The 
amendm ent repeals the existing r e q u i r e m e n t  that the ball ot 
be m a i l e d  n o t  later than election "day and that, if the ballot



Representative Red Boucher
April 1, 1985
page 2

is postmarked, it be p o s t m a r k e d  on e l e ct ion day. The a m e n d­
ment  adds the requir ement that the b allot b e  returned to the 
e l e c t i o n  supervisor not later than 8:00 p.m. on the day of 
the election.

Section 4 of the bill add a n e w  subs ection to AS 15.20.081.
N e w  s u b s e c t i o n  (h) permits absent ee b a llots  returned b y  mail 
from o u t s i d e  the U n it ed States or from an A P O  or FPO address 
that w e r e  m a r k e d  and attested not later than election day to 
b e  c o u nt ed if r e c e i v e d  after the day of the election but not 
later than 4:00 p.m. on the tenth day f o l l owing  the election.

Section  5 of the bill  amends AS 15.20.201(a). The provision 
deals w i t h  the r e s p o nsi bility of e l e c t i o n  supervisors to 
r e v i e w  the e l e cti on certificates on absentee ballots r e c e i v e d .  

The only s ubstantiv e change amends the last sentence as 
follows: "The r e v i e w  of absentee b a llo ts shall continue at
times d e s i g n a t e d  by the election superv isor u nti l completed 
(AND SHALL INCLUDE A L L  A B S E N T E E  BALLOTS R E C EIVED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE E L E C T I O N  SUP ERVISOR BY 4:00 P.M. ON THE SEVENTH 
D A Y  F O L L O W I N G  THE DAY OF THE ELECTION).

Section 6 of the bill amends AS 15.20.201(c). The section 
deals w i t h  the day on w h i c h  the district absentee ballot 
counti ng b o a r d  certifies the absentee b a l l o t  review. It 
changes the day on w h i c h  that occurs from the eighth day 
following the election to the 10th day following the 
election.

Section 7 amends AS 15.20.450. The section relates to the 
requir e m e n t  for deposits in those situations w here a deposit 
is r e q u i r e d  as a condition to the occurr e n c e  of a recount.
It changes the amount required for a precin ct recount from 
$50 to $300, for an election district recount from $250 to 
$1,500, and for an entire state recount from $2,000 to 
$5,000.

Section 8 of the bill amends AS 15.20.480. The section 
deals w i t h  the p rocedure for recounts. The only substantive 
change is the repeal of the following: "The director shall 
count absen t e e  ballots recei ved after 4:00 p.m. on the 15th 
day followi ng the election and b e f o r e  the completion of the 
r e c o u n t . "

If I m a y  b e  of further assistance, p lea se advise.

R A B :csh
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IV Analysis:

House Bill 292 
Fiscal Note Analysis 

Prepared by Division of Retirement & Benefits 
Department of Administration

April 22, 1985

Page 2 of 2

The cost of this bill will be borne entirely by the 
Public Employees Retirement System (PERS) school
district employers. It is estimated that 35 percent of 
school district employees would be affected by earning,
in essence, one fourth of a year of service free.

The estimated increase in employer contribution rates 
for those affected employers would be 1.7% of their 
PERS payroll. The estimated PERS school district 
payroll in FY 86 is $187,401,988.00.

The total cost to school districts who are
participating in PERS is expected to be as follows:

FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90
$3,185.8 $3,440.7 $3,716.0 $4,013.2 $4,334.3

Thi present value of the cost of this bill is 
$8,175,000; this would produce a .6% decrease in the 
PERS funding ratio.



Position Paper

House Bill 292

This’’ bill would allow non-teaching employees of school districts to

accrue credit in the Public Employees' Retirement System (PERS) for the 

period of time during summer breaks when they are not working. Mo public 

purpose is served by giving PERS members retirement credit for periods of

time when they are not working or contributing to the system. The

argument can be that teachers receive a full years credit for nine months 

work, but teachers belong to a different retirement system with many 

differing provisions. Many other public employees could make a case for 

receiving service credit on some basis other than day-for-day; such 

exceptions would not improve eouity in the system and would foster

additional problems.

The Department is opposed to this bill.

Humpnreys, mrector, mvision or Retirement & Benefits Date

Lisa Rudd, Commissioner, Department of Administration Date



CLASSIFIED PERSONNEL ORGANIZATION
• 2 1 1 8  C u s h m a n  S t r e e t  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1  ( 9 0 7 ) 4 5 2 - 2 0 2 3

April 25. 1985

N i i1o—

(Je need a provision that uould allou employees the opportunity to 

purchase retirement credit retroactive1y to the date the poli­

tical subdivision became a participating member of the system, or 

the date of hire if prior to enactment of legislation.

Example: The Fairbanks North Star Boro igh School District became

a participating member of the Public Employees Retire­

ment System on July 1, 1969. Employees employed at 

that time and since should be provided with a procedure 

that uould allou them to gain retirement credit 

provided by this legislation. Perhaps "buy in", "buy 

back", or "arrearage" is the term to use for this 

procedure.

CLA SS IF IED  PERSONNEL ORGA N IZAT ION  
2118 C u shm an  
Fa irbanks. A laska 99701 
1907) 452-2023

FRANK BELTS Business M anage r



RETIREMENT CREDIT 
f or

EMPL OY EES E M PL OY ED  FOR THE SCHOOL TERM

Concept: School districts participating in PERS to provide 

employer contributions which uill provide one year 

retirement credit (twelve months) for noncertificated 

employees whose employment is determined by the length 

of the school term.

Solution: Employer and employees* to contribute to PERS on a

yearly basis. Amend present legislation to accommodate

proposed changes.

♦Participation by Noncertificated Employees of School Districts

Contributions by noncertificated employees of school districts:

Beginning July 1, 1985, each noncertificated employee shall
contribute to the retirement fund an amount equal to four and 
one-quarter percent (4- 1/4^) of the employee's base salary
accrued from July 1 to the following June 30. The contribution 
shall be deducted by the employer at the end of each payroll 
period.

Arrearages:

If a noncertificated employee of a school district who was not 
subject to the provisions of this chapter later became or becomes
subject to the provisions of this chapter because of a legisla­
tive change of eligibility requirements, the noncertificated 
employee may at his/her option receive credit for his/her 
creditable service by making the following contribution:

The employee shall contribute to the retirement fund an
amount equal to the contributions he/she would have made if 
he/she had been subject to the system for those years of 
membership service claimed after July 1. 1969. Compound
interest at the rate prescribed by the regulation shall be 
added to the amount from July 1, 1969 or at the time of
first becoming employed as a noncertificated employee of a 
school district under this chapter, whichever occurs later, 
to the date of payment, or the date of retirement, whichever 
occurs first.



AMENDMENT TO SECTION 39.35.680 DEFINITIONS

Definitions from Teacher Law - 220 

School Year 

Calculations of yeai—

"School year" means the twelve month period beginning July 1 of 

each year and ending June 30 of the following year. "Noncerti­

ficated School District Employees" means an employee on a 

full-time or part-time basis in a position normally having duties 

which normally require a year of service in the public schools of 

the state.

"Year of service" for noncertificated school district employees 

means membership service during the dates set for a school term 

under AS 14.03.030. Fractional credit shall be given for 

membership during any school year which is less than the full

school term as follows:
(A) less than 9 days, no credit:
(B) 9 days or more but less than 27 days, 0.1 years:
(C) 27 days or more but less than 45 days, 0.2 years;
(D) 45 days or more but less than 63 days, 0.3 years;
(E) 63 days or more but less than 81 days, 0.4 vears;
(F) 81 days or more but less than 100 days, 0.5 years;
(G) 100 days or more but less than 118 days, 0.6

years:
(H) 118 days or more but less than 136 days, 0.7

years;
(I) 136 days or more but less than 154 days, 0.8

years;
(J) 154 days or more but less than 172 days, 0.9

years;
(K) 172 days or more, 0.1 years.

If service performed on a part-time basis, one-half credit shall
be given for each day of service.

"School year" means the 12 month period beginning July 1 of each 
year and ending June 30 of the following year.



April 4. 19B5

House S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m ittee  
Rep. K a tie  H urley . Chairperson  
Alaska S ta te  Legislature  
Pouch V  [M S -3 100]
Juneau, A laska 99811

□ear K atie ,.

I am  emplbyedat W est V a lle y  High School in the N orth  S ta r Borough School 

d is tr ic t in Fairbanks. A laska as a 9-10  month employee..

I find i t  e x trem ely  fru s tra tin g  to plan fo r re tire m e n t w ith  accum ulating only 

a percentage o f each years c re d it w ith  the A laska R e tire m e n t system . The teachers

in the s ta te  and also connected w ith  the Alaska R e tire m e n t system receive  a fu ll
*

year c re d it fo r  180 days o f w ork. I work longer and get le s ^

I am  asking fo r equ ity. Is th a t not fa ir?  I work jus t as hard and fee l th a t I should 

not be d icrim inated  against any longer. I hope th a t you understand my position.

W ill you please work tow ard passing this tftH ~ H .B . 292 out o f you com m ittee  

w ith  a favorable "DO PASS" response.

Thank you fo r your concern and co m m ittm en t to representing the wishes o f this  

concerned Alaskan vo te r.

Sincerely,

Nurse
1308 Denali Way 
Fairbanks. Alaska [9701



April 4. 1985

Hciuse S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m ittee  
Rep. K a tie  H urley , Chairperson  
Alaska S ta te  Legislature  
Pouch V  [M S-3100]
Juneau, A laska 99811

D ear Katie..

I am employed a t  W est V a lle y  High School in the N orth  S tar Borough School 

diistrict in Fairbanks. Alaska as a 9-10  month em ployee.

I find i t  ex trem ely  frustra ting  to  plan fo r  re tire m e n t w ith  accum ulating only 

a percentage of each years-c re d it w ith  the  Alaska R e tire m e n t system . The teachers

in the s ta te  and also connected w ith  the A laska R e tire m e n t system receive a rull
*

y e a r  c re d it fo r 180 days o f work. I work longer and get lesg^

I am asking fo r equ ity. Is th at not fa ir?  I work ju s t as hard and feel th a t I should 

not be d icrim inated against any longer. I hope th a t you understand my position.

W ill you please work tow ard passing this bWI -  H .B . 292 out o f you com m ittee  

w ith  a favorable “DO  PASS" response.

Thank you fo r your concern and com m ittm ent to representing the wishes o f this  

concerned Alaskan voter.

Jana H y a tt  
Secretary
375 Hagelbarger Ave. 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99701



April 4. 1985

APR 8 1995

House S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m ittee  
Rep. K a tie  H urley . Chairperson  
Alaska S ta te  Leg is la tu re  
Pouch V [M S-3100]
Juneau. Alaska 99B11

□ear K a tie .

I am employed a t West V a lle y  High School in the N orth  S tar Borough School

d is tric t in Fairbanks. Alaska as a 9 -10  month em ployee.

I find i t  ex trem ely  frustra ting  to  plan fo r re tire m e n t w ith  accum ulating only

a percentage o f each years c red it w ith  the A laska R e tire m e n t system. The teachers

in the s ta te  and also connected w ith  the Alaska R e tire m e n t system receive  a fu ll
*

year c re d it fo r 180 day3 o f w ork. I work longer and get lesg^

I am asking fo r equ ity. Is th a t not fa ir?  I work jus t as hard and fee l th a t I should 

not be d icrim inated against any longer. I h ope th at you understand my position.

W ill you please work toward passing this twH -  H .B . 292 out o f you com m ittee  

w ith  a favorable "□□ PASS" response.

Thank you fa r  your concern and co m m ittm en t to representing the wishes o f this 

concerned Alaskan vo te r.

Sincerely.

V/anda Gover 
Special Ed Aide  
145 Goldrush Estates  
Fairbanks. Alaska 99701
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House-State A ffa irs  C o m m itte e  
Rep. K a tie  H u rley . Chairperson  
Alaska S ta te  Legislature  
Pouch V  [M S-3100]
Juneau. Alaska 90811

□ear K a tie .

I am employed a t W est V a lle y  High School in the N orth  S tar Borough School 

d is tric t in Fairbanks. Alaska as a 9-10  month em ployee.

I find i t  ex trem ely  frustra ting  to plBn fo r  re tire m e n t w ith  accum ulating only 

a percentage o f each years c red it w ith  the Alaska R e tirem en t system . The teachers 

in the s tate  and also connected w ith  the Alaska R e tirem en t system receive a fu ll 

year c red it fo r  180 day3 o f work. I work longer and get lesg^

I am asking fo r equity. Is th at not fa ir?  I work just as hard and feel th a t I should 

not be d icrim inated against any longer. I h ope th a t you understand my position.

W ill you please work toward passing this IftH -  H .B. 292 out o f you com m ittee  

w ith  a favorable "DC PASS" response.

Thank you fo r your concern and co m m ittm en t to representing the wishes o f this 

concerned Alaskan voter.

Gena Brown
A dm inistrative Secretary  
2395 Badger Road 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99701



April 4. 1905

M>R 8 '*5

House S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m ittee  
Rep. K a tie  H urley , Chairperson  
Alaska S ta te  Legislature  
Pouch V [M S-3100]
Juneau, A laska 99B11

□ear K a tie .

I am employed a t  W est V a lle y  High School in the N orth  S tar Borough School

d is tr ic t in Fairbanks. Alaska as a 9-10 month em ployee.

I Find i t  ex trem ely  frustra ting  to plan fo r re tire m e n t w ith  accum ulating only

a percentage o f each years c re d it w ith  the Alaska R e tirem en t system . The teachers

in the s tate  and also connected w ith  the Alaska R e tire m e n t system receive  a fu ll
*

y e a r c re d it fo r 100 day3 o f w ork. I w ork longer and get lesg^

I am asking fo r equ ity. Is th a t not fa ir?  I work ju s t as hard and Fee! th a t I should 

not be d icrim inated against any longer. I hope th a t you understand my position.

W ill you please work toward passing this tj&H -  H .B . 292 out o f you com m ittee  

w ith  a Favorable "DO PASS" response.

Thank you fo r your concern and co m m ittm en t to representing the wishes o f this 

concerned Alaskan vo ter.

Sineerelv.

W ilm a Snyder 
M onitor
143B Beaver Way 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99701

V
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House S tate  A ffa irs  C o m m itte e  
Rep. K a tie  H urley . Chairperson  
Alaska S ta te  Legislature  
Pouch V  [M S-3100]
Juneau. Alaska 99811

□ear Katie..

I am employed a t  W est V a lle y  High School in the North  S tar Borough School

d is tric t in Fairbanks. Alaska as a 9-10  month em ployee.

I find i t  ex trem ely  frustrating  to  plan fo r re tire m e n t w ith  accum ulating only

a percentage o f each years c re d it w ith  the Alaska R e tire m e n t system . The teachers

in the s ta te  and also connected w ith  the Alaska R e tirem en t system receive a fu ll
*

year c re d it fo r  100 day3 o f work. I work longer and get lesg^

I am asking fo r equity. Is th at not fa ir?  I work jus t as hard and feel th a t I should 

not be d icrim inated against any longer. I h ope th a t you understand my position.

W ill you please work tow ard passing this l&H -  H .B . 292 out o f you com m ittee  

w ith  a favorable PASS" response.

Thank you fo r your concern and com m ittm ent to representing the wishes o f this 

concerned Alaskan vo ter.

Sincerely.

G ertrude Brown 
M onitor
103D Sixth AVenue 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99701
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April 4. 19B5

House-State A ffa irs  C o m m ittee  
Rep. K a tie  H urley . Chairperson  
Alaska S ta te  Legislature  
Pouch V  [M S-3100]
Juneau, Alaska 99B11

□ear K a tie ,

I am employed a t W est V a lle y  High School in the N orth  S tar Borough School 

d is tric t in Fairbanks, A laska as a 9 -10  month em ployee.

I find i t  extrem ely  frustra ting  to  plan fo r re tire m e n t w ith  accum ulating only 

a percentage of each years c red it w ith  the Alaska R e tirem en t system . The teachers 

in the s tate  and also connected w ith  the A laska R e tirem en t system receive a fu ll
j

year c red it fa r  180 days of w ork. I work longer and get lesg^

I am  asking fo r equ ity. Is th a t not fa ir?  I work jus t as hard and feel th a t I should 

not be d icrim inated against any longer. I h ope th a t you understand my position.

W ill you please work toward passing this -  H .B . 292 out o f you com m ittee  

w ith  a favorable PASS" response.

Thank you fo r your concern and com m ittm en t to representing the wishes of this 

concerned Alaskan vo ter.

T’a t B irklid  
Secretary  
6G0 Sprucewood #3 
Fairbnaks. Alaska 99701



APR
8 1985'

April 4. 1985

House S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m ittee  
Rep. K a tie  H urley . Chairperson  
Alaska S ta te  Legislature  
Pouch V  [M S-3100]
Juneau. A laska 99811

□ear K a tie .

I am employed a t W est V a lle y  High School in the N orth  S ta r Borough School 

d is tric t in Fairbanks. A laska as a 9 -10  month em ployee.

I Find i t  e x trem ely  fru s tra tin g  to  plan fo r re tire m e n t w ith  accum ulating only 

a percentage of each years c red it w ith  the Alaska R e tire m e n t system . The teachers

in the s ta te  and also connected w ith  the A laska R e tire m e n t system receive  a Full
*

y ear c re d it fo r 180 days o f  w ork. I work- longerand g e t leag ,̂

I am  asking fo r equ ity . Is th a t not fa ir?  I worl: ju s t as hard and fee l th a t I should 

not be d icrim inated  against any longer. I h ope th a t you understand my position.

W ill you please work tow ard passing this bfcH -  H .B . 292 out o f you com m ittee  

w ith  a favorable "DO PASS" response.

Thank you fo r your concern and co m m ittm en t to representing the wishes o f this 

concerned Alaskan vo ter.

Sincerely,

S[:elby MitJchell 
Secretary  
4705 Fairchild  
FAirbanks. Alaska 93701
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House S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m ittee  
Rep. K a tie  H urley . Chairperson  
Alaska S ta te  Legislature  
Pouch V  [M S-3100]
Juneau. A laska 99011

□ear K a tie ,

I am employed a t  W est V a lle y  High School in the N orth  S tar Borough School 

d is tr ic t in Fairbanks. Alaska as a 9-10 month em ployee.

I find i t  ex trem ely  fru s tra tin g  to plan fo r re tire m e n t w ith  accum ulating only 

a percentage of each years cred it w ith  the Alaska R e tire m e n t system . The teachers 

in the s ta te  and also, connected w ith  the Alaska R e tirem en t system receive  a fu ll 

y e a r c re d it fo r 1B0 days o f w ork. I work longer and get lesg^

I am asking fo r equ ity. Is th a t not fa ir?  I work just as hard and fee l th a t I should 

not be d icrim inated against any longer. I hope th a t you understand my position.

W ill you please work tow ard passing this bWH -  H .B . 292 out o f you com m ittee  

w ith  a favorable PASS" response.

Thank you fo r  y o u r concern and co m m ittm en t to representing the wishes of this 

concerned Alaskan vo ter.

Kathy Lang £ / 
Secretary  
2936 South Kobuk 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99701
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House S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m ittee  
Rep. K a tie  H urley . Chairperson  
Alaska S tate  Legislature  
Pouch V [MS-31001 
Juneau. Alaska 99B11

□ear K a tie .

I am employed a t West V a lle y  High School in the N orth  S tar Borough School 

d is tric t in Fairbanks. A laska as a 9-10 month employee.

I find it  ex trem ely  frustra ting  to plan fo r re tire m e n t w ith  accum ulating only 

a percentage of each years c red it w ith  the Alaska R e tirem en t system. The teachers

in the s tate  and also connected w ith  the A laska R e tirem en t system receive  a fu ll
*

year cred it fo r 1B0 days o f w ork. I work longer and get lesg^

I am asking fo r equ ity. Is th at not fa ir?  I work just as hard and fee i th a t I should 

not be d icrim inated against any longer. I h ope th at you understand my position.

W ill you please work tow ard passing this WH -  H .B . 292 out o f you com m ittee  

w ith  a favorable "DO PASS" response.

Thank you fo r your concern and com m ittm en t to representing the wishes o f this 

concerned Alaskan vo ter.

S incerely.

k
□ay Custodian 
P.O . Box B1383 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99708
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House S ta te  AfFaira Com m ittee- 
Rep. K a tie  H urley . Chairperson  
Alaska S ta te  Legislature  
Pouch V [M S-3100]
Juneau, Alaska 99811

□ear K a tie .

I am employed a t West V a lle y  High School in thg N orth  S tar Borough School

d is tric t in Fairbanks. Alaska as a 9-10 month em ployee.

I Find i t  ex trem ely  frustra ting  to plan For re tire m e n t w ith  accum ulating only

a percentage o f each years c red it w ith  the Alaska R e tire m e n t system . The teachers

in the  s tate  and also connected w ith  the Alaska R e tire m e n t system receive  a fu ll
*

year c red it fo r  180 days o f work. I work longer and get le s ^

I am asking fo r equity. Is th a t not Fair? I work jus t as hard and feel th a t I should 

not be d icrim inated against any longer. I h ope th a t you understand my position.

W ill you please work tow ard passing this b&fl -  H .B . 292 out o f you com m ittee  

w ith  a favorable “□□ PASS" response.

Thank you fo r your concern and com m ittm ent to representing the wishes o f this 

concerned Alaskan voter.

G erry Pearson 
Library Assistant 
P.O . Box 2365 
Fairbanks. Alaska 99707
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House S ta te -A ffa irs  C o m m ittee  
Rep. K a tie  H urley . Chairperson  
Alaska S tate  Legislature  
Pouch V [M S-3100]
Juneau. Alaska 99811

□ear K a tie .

I am employed a t W est V a lle y  High School in the N orth  S tar Borough School

d is tric t in Fairbanks. A laska as a 9-10 month employee.

I find it  ex trem ely  frustra ting  to plan fo r re tirem en t w ith  accum ulating only

a percentage o f each years c re d it w ith  the Alaska R e tirem en t system . The teachers

in the s tate  and also connected w ith  the Alaska R e tirem en t system receive a fu ll
*

year c red it fo r 180 days o f  work. I work- longer and g e t lesg^

I am asking fo r equ ity . Is th a t not fa ir?  I work just as hard and fee l th a t I should 

not be d icrim inated against any longer. I h ope th at you understand my position.

W ill you please work toward passing this t&H -  H .B . 292 out o f you com m ittee  

w ith  a favorable "□□ PASS" response.

Thank you fa r  your concern and com m ittm ent to representing the wishes o f this  

concerned Alaskan vo ter.

Am elia  H ill 
Kitchen Supervisor 
P.O. Box 23BB 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707
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POSITION PAPER 
HB 301

This legislation would amend the Campaign Disclosure Law to provide a civil 
penalty of not more than $5,000 for knowingly making untrue statements 
in political advertising “...In reckless disregard for the truth." 
Complaints may be filed with the Alaska Public Offices Commission alleging 
that a statement contained in political advertising was Issued in reckless 
disregard for the truth. The Comnission may assess a civil penalty of 
not more than $5,000 for each untrue statement. The Commission's deter­
mination may be appealed to the Superior Court.

Detenr.inations of the Commission under these provisions would clearly be 
quasi-judicial in character, requiring formal hearings under the Adminis­
trative Procedures Act. In addition, the investigative process required 
would likely Include a substantial amount of testimony by deposition since 
the determination must take into account whether the statements were 
"untrue," whether those responsible for publications knew they were 
untrue, and whether the decision to publish was a reckless one.

The Commission has not made a recommendation on t:.is legislation at this
t ime

7  bateTHecfa Pittman, Executive Director 
Alaska Public Offices Commission

Commi si... ___
Department of Administration

Date
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FISCAL NOTE
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Revision Oate:
Page 1 of 2

FISCAL DETAIL
Sill/Resolution No.: HB 301 Agency Affected: Administration __
Title: "... truth in political camp- Program Category Affected: 
aign advertising"

REQUEST 
fit

Sponsor: N.M. Hiller & Sund 
Requestor:^

Independent Operations 
BRU, Program or Subprogram!s) Affected: 

Alaska Public Offices Commission
Oate of Request: 3/29/35

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING
T r s r - FY 86 fr 87 r rw ~ FY 89 EY 90

100 PERSONAL SERYICE
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
VOO SUPPLIES
500 EpUIPMEXT
«0 LAW 4 STRUCTURE
7 0 0 aw rrs, claiks
900 MISCELLANEOUS

6.3 2.1 4 .2 . 2.1
. o 0 0 0
25.? 8.4 16.8 8.4

total Operating 0 0 31.5 10.f 21.0 10.5

CAPITAL

w m n r I

FUNDJHG: (Thousands of Dollars)
CSNSRAl on© 
FEDERAL H>®S 
OTHER 
TOTAL

0 0 31.5 10.5 21.0 10.5

0 0 31.5 10.5 21.0 10.5

POSITIONS:
FULL'TIHE
PA*7‘TIME
TEMPORARY

1 1 1 1 *

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page 1f necessary)

* Additional hours for existing seasonal position.

Prepared BW: Theda Pittman, Executive Director 
Public Offices ConmissionDivision:

Phone: 276-4176
Oate: 4/01/85$

Approved by Commissioner: Lisa Rudd Date:
Agency: Department of Adffnmstratiofr

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
fnpacted Agency(ies) Rev. 7/1/84
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House Bil 1 301 
Fiscal Mote Analysis 

Prepared by Alaska Public Offices Commission 
Department of Administration 

April 1, 1985

House 8111 301 provides a civil penalty not to exceed $5,000 for 
knowingly making an untrue statement in political advertising. The Com­
mission 1s required to investigate citizen complaints alleging a viola­
tion of this new provision.

The major additional costs will be associated with quasi-judicial 
hearings and will include hearing officers, depositions, and hearing 
transcriptions. For the purposes of estimating such costs, it is assumed 
that in FY 37 three such investigatiors/complaints would take place. It 
is hoped that the workload would stabilize to one such case in municipal 
election years and two in state election years.

The fiscal note is based upon the following average costs per case: 

PPT Research Analyst II, 16F, 1/2 month $2.1
Hearing Officer, 60 hours f? $76/hour 
Depositions, 3 $ $450 each
Hearing Transcript 
Mi seellaneous

4.5
1.4
2.0
.5

$10.5



Representative Mike M iller

M E M O R A N D U M  

A u g u s t  5, 1 9 8 5

TO: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K a t i e  H u r l e y
C h a i r ,  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l e r !

RE: H B  3 0 1 /  T r u t h  in P o l i t i c a l  A d v e r t i s i n g

A t t a c h e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  b y  
J a n  C a r p e n t e r ,  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  S t a t e  
L e g i s l a t u r e s .

P l e a s e  p r o v i d e  m a t e r i a l  as a d d i t i o n a l  b a c k - u p  
to H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r ' s  f i l e s  
o n  H B  3 0 1 /  T r u t h  i n  P o l i t i c a l  A d v e r t i s i n g  w h i c h  is 

c u r r e n t l y  b e f o r e  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e .

T h a n k  you.

ALASKA  STATE  L EG ISLA TU RE  juneauPa ^ s k a  998i i



FAIR POLITICAL PRACTICES

STATE DECEPTIVE SPEECH LI1EKA1URE DISCLOSURE CAMPAIGN TACTICS AND UlflTY TRICKS ENrOKCCHT.N T OIIIIR

ALAOA/tA Printed political campaign 
material must have the name 
and address of person or com­
mittee responsible for Its 
publIcatlon.
($17-22-13)
Political advertisements and 
campaign literature appearing 
In newspapers must be marked 
"paid advertisement." 
(§17-22-14)

It Is a corrupt practice for a person 
to give or offer something of value 
to aid, promote, or prevent the nomi­
nation or election of any person or to 
defeat any election proposition. 
(§17-22-3)

Violations are considered mis­
demeanors punishable by a fine of 
not more than $500 and/or im­
prisonment for not more that 
6 months.
(117-22-15)

ALASKA Circulation of printed 
materials or adver­
tisements which know­
ingly contain false 
statements Is pro­
hibited.
($15.55.040)

All printed campaign material 
must have the name and address 
of author clearly visible; 
a ll advertisements and pald- 
for polit ical announcements 
or conmun(cations intended 
to influence an election of a 
candidate or ballot propo­
sition must Include the words 
"paid for by" by the name of 
the person, group or candi­
date paying for the conmuni- 
catlon.
(§§15.56.010 and 15.13.090)

A person cannot knowingly write, print 
or circulate political campaign materi­
al In which Is put false factural Inform 
mation which he knows to be false and 
which would provoke a reasonable person 
under the circumstances to a breach of 
the peace or damage the person's repu­
tation.
(§15.56.010)
It Is unlawful for a person to give or 
offer something of value to Induce 
someone to vote for or to abstain from 
voting for a candidate or election 
proposition.
(115.56.030)

ARIZONA It Is unlawful for a person to directly 
or indirectly bribe someone to vote or 
to refrain from voting for a particular 
candidate or issue.(§16-1014)
No person may remove or deface a po lit­
ical sign furing the period conwncing 
45 days before the primary election and 
ending 7 days after the general elec­
tion. (§16-1019)

Violation of §16-1014 Is a class 
2 misdemeanor.



STATE DECEPTIVE SPEECH LITERATURE DISCLOSURE CAMPAIGN TACTICS A/IU DIRTY TRICKS CliriMtLlME.il 1 UlilLIt

ARKANSAS Advertisements and other 
printed materials must have 
names and addresses of indi­
viduals or groups sponsoring 
the materials and must be 
clearly Identified as an 
“advertisement" i f  appearing 
in a newspaper.
(§§3-1104(b)) and (1))

It is unlawful for any person to offer, 
accept, receive or pay any person any 
money or thing of value to influence 
his or tier vote In any election in the 
state.
(§3-l!05(n))

Violation of 53-1104 Is a mis­
demeanor punishable by a fine not 
to -xceed $1000 and/or Imprison­
ment not to exceed one year, and 
and the person convicted of such 
violation shall be ineligible for 
office or ewployinent In any de­
partment of the state. 
(!3-ll-4(ff))
Violation of S3-U05(n) is a fel­
ony punishable by imprisonment 
of from one to five years and/or 
by a fine not to exceed $5,000. 
(§3-1105(n))

CALIFORNIA Any notice required to 
be printed oust be read 
if  an advertisement Is 
broadcast or telecast. 
(Election Code. §11705)

Every advertisement or other 
printed material having 
reference to an election, 
candidate or measure and 
containing an endorsement 
must state whether the en­
dorsement is offic ia l or not. 
(Elections Code. §511703 and 
11704)
Paid political advertisements 
must be represented as such. 
(Election Code. §11700/

No candidate or coralttee shall mis­
represent that he has tlte support of 
a committee or organization when that 
is not tlic case.
(Election Code,v 111707)
Any person who solicits or receives 
contributions on behalf of any candi­
date or committee must include a notice 
in any fundraising coimxmicatlon i f  the 
person has not been authorized to do 
so by the candidate and stating that 
he is not responsible for the actions 
of that person.
(Election Code, 512303)
Ko person shall bribe another or pay 
oney or give a thing of value to 
e tcourage anyone to vote or to refrain 
f om voting at an election.
(5529621, 29622, and 29623)

Violation of law requiring proper 
Identification to be posted on 
a ll campaign literature Is a mis­
demeanor.
(§29410)
Violation of law prohibiting 
bribery at an election is punish­
able by imprisonment for 16 months 
or 2 or 3 years.
(5529621, 29622, and 29623)

No newsleti 'r 
or mass mailing 
shall be sent 
by a candidate 
at public 
expense. 
(Election Code, 
511000)



I

STATE

COLORADO

CONNECTICUT

DELAWARE

DECEPTIVE SPEECH

No person shall make 
a false statement de­
signed to affect the 
vote on any Issue or 
candidate for election 
of public office. 
(51-13-109)

LITERATURE DISCLOSURE

Printed campaign material 
must Identify the name of 
sponsors, persons, associa­
tions, cwmilttees or corp­
orations responsible for 
publication or distribution 
of the material.
(51-13-100)

Printed campaign material 
must be Identified by the 
name and addres of person 
Mho sponsors I t ,  or I f  a com­
mittee, by the can^algn 
treasurer, or I f  an organ­
ization, by the chief 
executive officer. 
(59-340(dd))
All campaign literature or 
advertising, with the ex­
ception of Items such as 
buttons, hats and bumper 
stickers, must carry the 
statement "paid for by...," 
giving the name of the candi­
date, polit ical coronlttee, 
organization or person 
paying for such literature or 
advertising.
(1510005(b))

CAMPAIGN TACTICS AND DIRTY TRICKS [NIOItCCHENT

Violation of 51-13-100 Is a mis­
demeanor punishable by a fine of 
not more than 11,000 and/or 
Imprisonment for not more than 
one year.
(11-13-111)
Violation of 51-13-109 Is a mis­
demeanor punishable by a fine of 
between $250 and $1000 and/or 
Imprisonment between 3 months and 
one year.
(518-1-106)

A person Is guilty of a corrupt 
practices act who gives or offers some­
thing of value to someone for the pur­
pose of Inducing anyone to vole or to 
refrain from voting or to refrain from 
voting for or against any candidate 
or election measure.
(19-343)

A person cannot defraud another elector 
of his vote.
(1555136)

Knowing and w il lfu l violation of 
the caityaign statutes is punish­
able by a fine not to exceed 
$5,000 and/or Imprisonment not to 
exceed five years.
(59-348(1))

Violation of law prohibiting any­
one to defraud an elector of his 
vote Is punishable by a fine of 
not more than $2GO and/or Im­
prisonment for not more than 
2 years.
(1555136)

OTHER

Ho candidate 
shall pay for 
any political 
advertising a 
higher charge 
than Is 
required for 
local com­
mercial custo­
mers for com­
parable use of 
space or 
materials and 
services. 
(51-45-118)



STATE DECEPTIVE SPEECH LITERATURE DISCLOSURE CAMPAIGN TACTICS AND DIR1Y TRICKS ENTONCLHLNT OIIILIt

FLORIDA Any candidate may not 
w il l fu l ly  and falsely 
charge another candi­
date with violation of 
the election code. 
(1104.271)

Political advertisements en­
dorsing a candidate must state 
whether or not written per­
mission was obtained to ad­
vertise such endorsement.
Any political advertisement 
shall state prominently "Paid 
political advertisement paid 
for by...," the name and 
address of the payor. Po lit i­
cal advertisements paid by 
Independent expenditure must 
clearly state this fact.
(§106.143)

No person shall pay money or give any­
thing of value for the privilege of 
speaking at a polit ical meeting to 
further his candidacy.
(§106.15)
No person shall attempt to Influence, 
deceive or deter any elector In voting 
by bribery, menace or any corruption 
whatsoever.
(§104.061)

Violation of §104.271 considered 
third degree felony and after 
conviction the felon is disquali­
fied to hold public office and Is 
punished by Imprisonment not ex­
ceeding five years and a fine of 
not more than $5,000. (§104.271)
Violation of §106.15 and §106.061 
Is a misdemeanor In the first 
degree punishable by a fine of 
not more than $1,000 and/or Im­
prisonment of not more than one 
year. (§106.15 and §106.061)
Violation of §106.143 Is punish­
able by c iv i l penalties In tl* 
form of fines not to exceed 
$1,000 per count. (1106.143)

Broadcast and 
publication 
rates for 
political ad­
vertising for 
one candidate 
must not ex­
ceed the 
rates charg­
ed other 
candidates. 
(§106.16)

GEORGIA Advertisements, literature, 
and other political campaign 
material must have name and 
address of person or organ­
ization responsible for 
material.
(§21-2-415)

No person may use the name or any 
Imitation of the name of a person or 
organization to endorse or circulate 
material on behalf of that organization 
without Its permission.
(§21-2-415)
Any person who buys or sells votes is 
guilty of a felony.
(121-2-570)

Violation of election code Is a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
between $100 and $1,000 and/or 
confinement in an Institution 
under Jurisdiction of Department 
of Offender Rehabilitation not. to 
exceed 12 months. (§21-2-598)
Violation of §21-2-570 Is a felony 
punishable by a fine not to ex­
ceed $2,000 and/or Imprisonment 
of one to three years. (145-11-2)

HAWAII

■

All campaign advertisements 
must contain the name and 
address of the candidate, com­
mittee, party, or person pay­
ing for the advertisement; 
the advertisement must also 
contain notice stating that 
It was published, broadcast 
or distributed with or with­
out the approval and author­
ity of the candidate.
(§11-215)

Bribery and threats of violence against 
an elector is prohibited; prohibits 
anyone from knowingly publishing a 
false statement of the withdrawal of 
any candidate at the election.
(119-3)

A natural person found guilty 
of violating §11-215 shall be 
punished for a petty misdemeanor 
and the penalties specified by 
law; a corporation found in vio­
lation shall be punished by a 
fine not to exceed $1,000. 
(§11-228)



STAIE DECEPTIVE SPEECH LITERATURE DISCLOSURE CAMPAIGN TACTICS AND DIRTY TRICKS ENrOltCEHENT niiiLR

IIAWAI1 
(cont'd.)

Violation of 519-3 Is punishable 
by a fine between $100 and $1,000 
and/or Imprisonment at hard labor 
of not more than two years. The 
person Is elso disqualified from 
voting or holding elective or 
appointive office.
(519-4)

IDAJIO The person responsible for 
the publication or distr i­
bution of political state­
ments shall be clearly 
Indicated on such statements. 
(167-6614 A)

Bribery, menacing and threats to In­
fluence any elector are prohibited. 
(5518-2305 and 10-2320)
Attempting to Influence votes by 
promises of favors or threats of 
violence is prohibited.
(*18-2319)

Violation of S67-6614A (s a c iv i l 
offense punishable by a fine of 
not More than $250, If an indi­
vidual, and $2,500, If a person 
other than an Individual. 
(567-6625)
Violation of 518-2305 is a mis­
demeanor.

ILLINOIS Advertisements, literature 
and political campaign 
materials must have name and 
address of persons or organ­
izations responsible for 
publishing the material. 
(465*29-14 and 9-9)

No public funds can be used to urge 
any elector to vote for or against 
any candidate or proposition. 
(465103)
Vote buying, promises for vote, 
sell ing a vote and any prevention of 
voting or candidate support are pro­
hibited.
(465529-1, 29-2, 29-3 and 29-4)

Violation of 455103 Is a Class B 
misdemeanor. Violation of the 
Election Code, Section 29, Is a 
Class A misdemeanor; and vio­
lation of Section 9 is a Class B 
misdemeanor.
(46559-26 and 29-12)

INDIANA

,

Written or printed state­
ments must have names and 
addresses of persons, party, 
organization or other entity 
responsible.
(*3-1-32-62)
It Is unlawful for any 
polit ical comnittee to print, 
publish or broadcast any paid 
polit ical advertisement with­
out identifying ft as such. 
(53-4-4-2)

Transmission of false information to 
publications Is prohibited. 
(53-4-7-5)
Defrauding a voter from voting for a 
person different from Intended Is 
prohibited.
(53-1-32-38)

Violation of §3-1-32-38 and 
53-1-32-62 is a Class A mis­
demeanor. Violation of I3-4-4-2 
and 53-4-7-5 Is a Class B mis­
demeanor.

I

i
Ii
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IOWA Bribery of elector is prohibited. 
(§722.4)
Duress to prevent voting Is prohibited. 
(§722.8)

Violation of §§722.4 and 722.8 
Is an aggravated misdemeanor.

KANSAS Paid political matter must 
include a notice that i t  is 
an advertisement together with 
the name of the organization 
and the person responsible 
for it .
(§25-2407)

Election bribery is prohibited. 
(§25-2409)

Violation of §§25-2407 and 
25-2409 is a Class C misdemeanor 
and a person convicted must for­
feit office or employment on 
conviction.
(§25-2432)
Violation of §25-4155 is a 
Class A misdemeanor.
(125-4169)

Advertising 
charges for 
political 
canpalgns can 
not exceed 
charges made 
for compar­
able use of 
such space. 
(§25-4155)

KENTUCKY Advertisements and other 
printed political materials 
must have name and address 
of the payer, or the organiz­
ation and its treasurer and 
must be in compliance with 
FCC regulations concerning 
radio or TV ads.
(§121.190)

Bribery of an elector is prohibited. 
(0121.055)

Violation of provisions with a 
candidate's knowledge voids his/ 
her nomination or election and Is 
punishable by a fine not to ex­
ceed $1,000 and/or imprisonment 
not to exceed one year.
(§121.990)
Violation of §121.055 is punish­
able by a fine between $50 and 
$100 and/or imprisonment between 
10 and 90 days and shall be 
excluded from office and suffrage. 
(§119.205)

Charges for 
political ad­
vertising can­
not exceed 
prices charged 
to other ad­
vertisers. 
(§121.065)

LOUISIANA No person is allowed to 
make an irresponsible 
adverse comment about 
a candidate or a pro­
post tion.
(§18:1463)

Advertisements and other cam­
paign materials must contain 
the names of persons responsi­
ble, or the names and address­
es of the officers of the 
responsible organization. 
(§18:1531)

No person *an print or distribute 
material wnich falsely alleges that 
any candidate is supported by another 
candidate, group, person or political 
faction.
(118:1463)

Violation of 18:1463 is punish­
able by a fine not to exceed 
$2,000 and/or by Imprisonment not 
to exceed two years.
(§18:1463)

Excessive 
charges for 
political ad- 
vertlsments are 
prohibi ted. 
(§18:1464 and 
§18:1533)
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LOUISIANA 
(cont'd.)

Bribery of an elector or candidate is 
prohlbl ted.
(SIB:1461)

Violation of 18:1531 Is punish­
able by a fine between $1,000 
and $10,000 and/or Imprisonment 
of between one and 10 years. 
(518:1531)
Violation of 18:1533 or 18:1461 
is punishable by a fine of not 
more than $500 and/or Imprison­
ment for not more than six months 
(118:1461 and $18:1533)

MAINE Communications expressly 
advocating the election or 
defeat of an Identified candi­
date through broadcasts, 
print, outdoor fac il it ies , or 
mail shall clearly and con­
spicuously state whether It 
has been authorized by the 
candidate or his conmlttee 
and most include name and 
address of person making 
expenditure for the coawuni- 
cation.
(21551394 and 1416)

Bribery in offic ia l and political 
natters is prohibited.
(17-A5602)

Violation of 17-A5602 Is a 
Class C crime. Other violations 
are Class E crimes with fines up 
to $5,000.

MARYLAND

I

Advertisements or printed 
campaign material must have 
name of candidate and com­
mittee and must have name 
and address of person, 
treasurer or campaign manager 
responsible for the material. 
(33526-16)
Every paid political adver­
tisement must contain a state­
ment declaring such fact and 
the name of person authorizing 
it .
(33126-17)

Bribery prohibited. 
(33526-16)

Violations are considered a mis­
demeanor punishable by fine up 
to $1,000 and/or imprisonment 
not to exceed one year. 
(33526-16)
Anyone convicted of violating 
these provisions is Ineligible 
for public office for a period 
of four years.
(33526-20)

Charges for ad­
vertising In 
excess of the 
regular local 
rate charged for 
cotimercial ad­
vertising is 
prohibited. 
(33526-17)
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MASSA­
CHUSETTS

False Statements relat-* 
Ing to candidates or 
questions on ballot are 
forbidden; measure of 
word "veteran" or pollt- 
cal party designation Is 
prohibited.
(56**40, 42. 43A)

All newspaper advertisements, 
posters, and circulars must 
contain the name and address 
of the person responsible for 
their production. If a po lit­
ical organization, the name 
and address of the chairman 
and two of Its officers must :• 
be Included; payments for edi­
torial support are prohibited; 
political advertisements in 
newspapers and periodicals 
must be marked as such. 
(555538, 39. and 41A)

Bribery of voter Is prohibited.
(56*32)
Interference with the distribution of 
materials Is prohibited. Unsigned ad­
vertisements or ones circulated without 
candidate's permission are prohibited. 
(565541 41A 43)

Penalties are contained within 
each section and range from a max- 
fine of $1,000 or 6 months In Jail 
for making false statements or not 
conforming lo rules concerning po­
l i t ica l advertisements, to a fine 
of not more than $100 for most 
other violations. Bribery Is pun­
ishable by Imprisonment for not 
more than one year.

MICHIGAN All printed and broadcast po­
l i t ic a l advertisements must 
have name and address of per­
son paying for the advertise­
ment; and If It Is not printed 
with the consent of the candi­
date, the advertisement must 
have a dlsclctmcr stating such 
fact.
(5169.247)

Violation of *169.247 Is a mlsdea- 
meanor punishable by a fine of not 
more than $1000 and/or Imprison­
ment for not more than 90-days. 
(5169.247)

MINNESOTA Knowingly making false 
claims of party support 
prohibited. (S210A.02)

Advertisements and campaign 
literature must disclose the 
names and addresses of the 
authors, candidates and per­
sons responsible for Its pub­
lication. (S21QA.03)
All political cangialgn advert­
isements appearing on news­
papers or periodicals shall be 
marked "paid advertisement."
(5210A.05)

Preparation, distribution, and publica­
tion of Information which Is known to 
be false and which Is designed to in­
fluence the selection of a candidate is 
prohibited. (S210A.04)
Bribery and undue influence of voters 
are prohibited. (H210A.07, 210A.09,
210A.17» 210A.18, and 210A.19)
Broadcasting by television or radio any 
material intended to Influence elec­
tions, or the circulation of campaign 
material, at any place on the day of an 
election or primary Is prohibited. 
(5210A.U)

1

Violations of fair campaign prac­
tices are "gross misdemeanors" 
and persons found guilty of viola­
tions are forbidden from holding 
office. (S210A.42)

Space for political 
advertisement shall 
not be sold at a 
higher rate than 
space for other ccm 
merclal users. ' 
(S210A.05)
Denying candidates 
access to multiple 1 
unit dwellings for | 
the purpose of cam ; 
palgnlng Is pro- 1 
hlblted. (S210A.43) »

1
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MOffTANA

DECEPTIVE SPCtCII LhcilAlURE DISCLOSURE

No person. Including can 
dldates, shall make any 
false charges reflecting 
on the honesty. Integ­
rity, or moral character 
of a candidate's private 
l i fe . (523-3-33)
If any newspaper prints 
an editorial or news 
story reflecting on the 
character of a candidate 
the newspaper must on re­
quest of the candidate, 
print his exact reply In 
the same position, and 
In the same size type 
and headlines as the 
original news story or 
editorial. (123-3-35)

All printed and broadcast pol­
it ical advertisements and an­
nouncements must Include 
authorizing statement by can­
didates or his campaign man­
ager. (523-3-37)

It Is unlawful for any 
person to knowingly make 
or publish a false { 
statement reflecting on 
a candidate's character 
or morality. (513-35-234

CAMPAIGN TACTICS AND DIRTY TRICKS

nrlbery Is prohibited. (597-11-11)

No candidate may promise to pay back or 
donate to public or private Interest any 
salary fee or emolument as an Inducement 
to voters. (5115.637)

Political campaign pamphlets 
and printed material oust con 
tain the name of the person 
who paid for the material with 
the words "Paid for by" fo l­lowed by p r o p e r  Identification. Bribery or Intimidation of an elector 
Any broadcast transmitting a Is prohibited. (§130.018) 
campaign message shall Ident­
ify the sponsor. (§130:031)

A paid political advertisement 
must be Identified as such; no 
compensation can be made for 
editorial support of a news­
paper; and election materials 
must bear on their face the 
name and address of the person 
paying for the printing and 
the publisher's name. 
(513-35-225)

Bribery, coercion and undue Influence of 
voters prohibited. (5513-35-214 and 
13-35-218)
It Is unlawful for any person to place 
an advertisement supporting or opposing 
a candidate or ballot Issue for use on 
election day. (513-35-233)
Candidates required to f i le  statements •• 
or reports with the state have the op­
portunity to voluntarily sign a code of

I.HIIIRCEHLNT

Violations are considered a mls- 
deameanor; person charged must 
post bond In the axount of 1500 
to assure appearance In court;
If acquitted, persons making ori­
ginal affidavit In coxplalnt must 
pay a ll costs of proceedings. 
(523-3-33)
Violation of (§97-11-11) Is guilty 
of a crime punishable by a fine 
of not more than $1000 and/or Im­
prisonment of not more than ten 
years. (§97-11-11)

Violation of Chapter 130 Is a 
class A mlsdeameanor, punishable 
by a fine of not more than $5000 
and/or Inprlsownent of not more 
than one year. (§130.031)

Violation of §13-35-233 is a mis­
demeanor puhishable by a fine not 
to exceed $1000 and/or Imprison­
ment for not more than six months. 
(§13-35-233)
A person who knowingly violates a 
provlslon of the election laws Is 
guilty of a misdemeanor and Is in­
e lig ib le for public office until' 
discharged from state supervision. 
(§§13-35-103 and 13-35-506)

Dull R

Space for campaign 
literature and time 
for polit ical broad­
casts must be sold 
at comparable rates 
charged for commer­
cial uses.
(§23-3-37)
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MOffTANA
(cont'd.)

fair campaign practices which Is speci­
fied by law as to methods and tactics 
condoned In political compalgns. (1113-35-301 and 13-35-302)

If a violation of the election 
laws Is found to have affected an 
election. It may be held void and 
another election held. 
(113-35-107)

NEBRASKA No political advertise­
ment shall contain a 
false statement of a 
material fact relating ■ 
to a candidate.
(149-1474)

All political campaign mater­
ial must Include the name of 
the person or committee re­
sponsible for printing, pub­
lishing or reproducing the 
materials with the exception 
of conmerclal printers. 
(549-1474.01)

Information from campaign statements 
cannot be sold or used for the pur­
pose of soliciting contributions or 
for other commercial purposes. 
(§49-1474.01)
Bribery or threats to Influence the vote 
of another Is prohibited.
(132-1209)

Violations of §§49 1474 1s a Class 
I I I  misdemeanor; of §49-1474.01 
Is a Class IV misdemeanor; and of 
§32-1209 Is a Class 11 misdemeanor.

NEVADA A newspaper, broadcasting sta­
tion or other distributor of 
campaign material must make 
available for Inspection at 
least ten days before each 
primary or election, Informa­
tion setting forth the cost of 
a l l advertisements for each 
candidate. (S294A .050)

Bribery of elector and Intimidation of 
voters prohlSted.
(§§293.584 and 293.585)

Violation of Intimidations of 
voters Is a gross misdemeanor and 
violation of bribery Is punishable 
by a fine of not more than $5000 
and/or Imprisonment between 6 
months and one year.
(§1293.584 and 293.505)

NEW
HAMPSHIRE

All political advertisements 
or material In print or on 
broadcasts must end with the 
name and address of the re­
sponsible parties, the name of 
those I t  seeks to benefit, and 
the *>lgnature of the sponsor. 
(§664:14)
Political advertising In print 
must be Identified as such. 
(§664:16)
Political advertisements must 
be authorized by a candidate 
or comnlttee. (§664:15)

Expenditures for advertising space 1n 
printed programs for meetings are pro­
hibited 1f they seek to promote or 
oppose a candidate, party or comnlttee. 
(§664.15)
Bribery and Intimidation of a voter Is 
prohibited.
(§659:40)

Violation of Chapter 664 Is a mis­
demeanor If committed by a natural 
person or a felony If committed by 
any other person. (§664:21)

Rates for political 
advertising must be 
comparable to rates 
for conmerclal ad­
vertising and must 
be filed with the 
state for public 
Inspection. 
(1664:16)
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riORTII
CAROLINA

Prohibits the waking of 
false, derogatory 
reports about candi­
dates. ($163,274(8))

Advertisements and other 
materials must be signed by 
the party responsible for 
the publicity. (§163-274(7))
No political advertisements 
way be made which do not 
Include the words "paid for* 
or "sponsored by" followed by 
the name of the appropriate 
candidate, political connitte< 
or individual. (1163-278.16)

No person may r'Ve threats, menace or 
In any manner Intimidate a voter or 
give anything of value to a voter to 
influence his vote. (§163.275)
Prohibits promises of appointments for 
political support. (§163.274(9))

Violation of 5*163-278.16 and 
163-278.18 Is a misdemeanor sub­
ject to a fine of not more than 
11000 for an Individual, and not 
more than 15000 if  a person other 
than individual, and/or Imprison­
ment for not more than one year. 
(§163-278.27)
Violation of §163-274 Is a mis­
demeanor; violation of §163-275 
is a felony; any public offic ia l 
fourtd guilty of violating these 
laws w ill be removed from office 
and w il l be disqualified from 
voting until citizenship Is 
restored in the case of convlctlor 
for a felony or for two years for 
conviction of a misdemeanor. 
(1163-276)

The rate charged 
polit ical advertisers 
must not exceed the 
rate charged com­
parable conmerclal 
advertisers. 
(§163-278.18)

NORTH
DAKOTA

1

Nn person shall know­
ingly sponsor any po li­
tical advertisement or 
news release containing 
deliberately calculated 
falsehoods.
;S16.1-10-04)

1

Every political advertisement 
designed to assist or defeat 
a candidate by reflecting on 
the candidate's personal 
character or polit ica l action 
must Include the name of the 
sponsor and the person, assoc 
latlon or group paying for It 
this Includes radio and tele­
vision advertisements. 
(§16.1-10-04.01)

Ho person shall pay or give anything of 
value to an editor or publisher of a 
newspaper or periodical, or radio or 
television station, to advocate or 
oppose a candidate. (§16.1-10-05)
Interference with elections by threat of 
force or economic coercion prohibited. 
(§12.1-14-02)

Vldlatlons considered Class A 
misdemeanor.
(§16.1-08-02)

■
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OREGON Prohibits commjnlcatlon 
of false Information 
about candidates. 
(§260.532)

All campaign material, printed 
nr broadcast, must Include the 
name and address of the candi­
date, comnittee, or other 
person who Is responsible for 
paying the reproduction or 
distribution costs. (§260.522)

Prohibit the use of term "reelect" 
except In defined cl resistances. 
(§260.542)
Purchase of advertising or payment for 
editorial advocacy or opposition Is 
prohibited. (§260.605)
Undue influence to affect registration, 
voting, or candidacy 1s prohibited. 
(§260.665)

Violation of any provision of the 
campaign act is a misdemeanor 
subject to a fine not to exceed 
1250.

PENNSYLVANI/

•

All political contnunlcatlon 
shall Include In a conspicuous 
place either the name of the 
person responsible for Its 
production or the names of any 
organizations affil iated with 
a political comnlttee. In 
addition, the candidate must 
Indicate If he has authorized 
the material. (2553258)

Any advertisement referring to an 
opponent which Is to be broadcast or 
distributed In the 120 hours preceding 
the election may not be submitted In 
the 8 days before the election unless 
the opponent is given sufficient notice 
and time to reply. (2553258)

Violation Is a misdemeanor subject 
to a fine not to exceed SlOQO 
and/or Imprisonment between one 
month and two years'.

RHODE
ISLAIIO

Advertisements and other 
materials must have the names 
and addresses of the parties 
responsible for the material 
and must be marked "advertise­
ment". (§17-23-1)

No person may intentionally write, print 
or distribute campaign materials c r it ­
icizing the personal character or a 
political action desiqned to aid, 
injure or defect any candidate or 
ballot question unless the materia) 
Identifies In a conspicuous place the 
name and address of the author or 
responsible party. (§17-23-2)
Bribery or intimidation of voters Is 
prohibited. (§17-23-5)

As provided by statute, violation 
of §§17-23-1 and 17-23-2 Is a mis­
demeanor.
Violation of §17-23-5 is a felony 
and the convicted person forfeits 
his right to vote.
Violation of §17-23-14 is a c iv i l  
offense subject to a fine of $500.

Political adver­
tising must not 
be charged at a 
rate to exceed that 
of other conmerclal 
advertising. 
(§17-23-14)

SOUTH
CAROLINA Bribery at elections .is prohibited. 

(§7-25-50) Violation of §7-25-50 Is a mis­
demeanor subject to a fine of 
between $100 and $500 and/or 
Imprlsorment of between one and 
six months for first offense. 
(§7-25-50)
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SOUTH
DAKOTA

A ll printed campaign material 
and paid advertisements siust 
Include a disclaimer with 
name and address of the persoi 
or cownlttee adthorlzlng and 
purchasing the material I f  
other than a candidate's 
princ ipa l campaign comnlttee 
or a county or state control 
comnlttee or a p o lit ic a l 
party. (512-25-4.1)

Bribery of voter to Influence an 
election Is proh ib ited . 
(5112-26-15 and 12-26-16)

V iolation or 512-25-^.1 Is a Clas- 
2 misdemeanor.

V iolation or 1112-26-15 or 12-26- 
16 Is an Infamous crime subject tr 
crim inal punlslment and forfeiture 
of o ff ic e . (112-26-17)

l
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HEM
JERSEY

A ll campaign materials must 
Include the names and addresse 
of the persons responsible ft 
p rin ting  and for paying for 
Its  p r in t in g . ($19:34-38.1)

Bribery of voter Is proh lK ted . 
(519:34-25)

1
Ho person shall disseminate campaign 
materials or perform any function in a 
campaign which appears to orig inate fron 
one candidate when in re a lity  i t  Is 
o rig ina ting  from the opposing candidates 
campaign. (5519:34-65 and 19:34-66)

V iolation of 519:34-25 is  a mis­
demeanor punishable by a fine not 
to exceed $2000 and/or imprison­
ment not to exceed five  years. 
(519:34-25)

Any person who violates a prov if 
ston of this act Is considered a 
d isorderly person punishable by a 
fine of not more than $500 and 
imprisonment of not more than six 
months. (1519:34-68 and 2A:169-4)

HEW
HEX ICO

■

Campaign advertisements and 
other materials must specify 
the names of the sponsor or 
the responsible o f f ic ia ls . 
(51-19-16)

I t  Is unlawful to d istribute or c ircu­
late campaign material which does not 
specify the name of the sponsor. 
(§1-19-17)

Bribery o f an elector Is prohib ited. 
(551-20-11 and 1-20-12)

I t  Is unlawful for any p o lit ic a l com­
mittee to co llect or expend money which 
does not pass through the hands o f the 
committee treasurer. (51-19-15)

V iolation of 551-19-161, 1-20-11, 
and 1-20-12 are a fourth degree 
felony subject to a fine of not 
more than $5000 and/or Imprison­
ment o f 18 months. (531-18-15)

HEW
YORK Prohibits d istribu tion  

or preparation o f any 
fraudulently forged or 
fa lse ly  Identified 
w rit in g .
(Fa ir Campaign Code, 
16201.1)

A copy of a l l  advertisements 
and campaign material and a 
schedule of a l l  te levis ion 
and radio time purchased In 
connection with an election 
mist be f ile d  with the requ ir­
ed financ ia l reports follow ing 
a primary, special or general 
e lection .
(•14-106)

Giving consideration for an e lector's 
franchise is  proh ib ited . (517-142)

Misrepresentation of contents of po lls  
and fa ilu re  to disclose information re­
la t in g  to po lls  are prohib ited ; theft of 
campaign materia ls , placing of "agents" 
In campaign organization , bribery of 
s ta ff , eavesdroppinq and wiretapping 
are prohib ited. (Fa ir Campaign Code, 
16201.1 and 6201.2)

V iolation of 517-142 is  a felony.

V iolation of the Fair Campaign 
Code Is punishable by a fine not 
to exceed $1000.
(F a ir Campaign Code, 56201.3)
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OHIO Prohibits false state­
ments about Incunbency, 
fonnal education or 
tra in in g , occupation, 
crim inal record, mental 
confinement record, 
armed services record, 
voting record or the 
source of a candidate's 
statements. (53599.091)

Prohibits false state­
ments In advocating or 
opposing a ba llo t pro­
posal. (S3599.09.-J

A ll printed and broadcast 
p o lit ic a l materials must 
Identify  the name and address 
of the person responsible for 
Its  production. (53599.09)

Bribery of an elector at primary, 
convention or election Is  prohib ited. 
(53599.01)

No ed ito r , owner, w rite r or employee 
of any publication may use the pub lic­
ation to intim idate candidates or voters 
nor may they receive anything of value 
to influence votes. (53599.08)

A "paid advertisement" must be so 
Id en t if ie d . (53599.08)

Prohibits "agents" In campaign 
organization for the purpose of impeding 
the conduct of the candidates campaign 
or any ba llo t proposal.

V io lation of 53517.13 Is a minor 
misdemeanor.

V iolation of 53599.01 Is a felony 
in the fourth degree subject to a 
fine of not more than $2,5CO and/oi 
Imprisonment between IB months and 
five years; upon conviction the 
person Is required to fo r fe it  the 
nomination or o ff ic e . (12929.11)

V io lation of 13599.02 Is a mis­
demeanor in  the f ir s t  degree; i f  
a complaint f i le d  a lleg ing  
v io la tio n  of th is statute Is found 
to be fr ivo lous , complainant may 
be ordered to pay court costs. 
(53599.02)

V io lation of 13599.08 Is a corrupt 
practice subject to a fine  between 
1500 and $1000. (13599.08)

V io lation of $3599.09 Is subject 
to a f ine  between 1300 and 12000.

P o lit ic a l advertise­
ments cannot be 
charged a rate which 
exceeds the lowest 
un it charge of the 
station for the same 
class and amount of 
time for the same 
period before an 
e lection , and for 
comparable uses by 
conmerclal advertis­
ers at any other 
time.
(53517.13)

OKLAHOMA A ll p o lit ic a l campaign materia 
must Include In a conspicuous 
place the name and address of 
the person, or the two officer- 
of a corporation, responsible 
for Its  production.
(26515-111 andl6-l22)

Bribes to influence votes, bribery for 
withdrawal of candidacy, and coercion ol 
an elector to prevent him or her from 
reg istering to vote or from voting are 
prohib ited.
(26516-106, 16-107 and 16-109)

V iolation of 26515-111 is  a mis­
demeanor subject to a fine o f not 
more than $1000 and/or Imprison­
ment for not more than six months. 
Any person convicted o f such 
v io la tio n  fo rfe its  the o ff ic e . 
(26515-112)

V iolations o f 26516-106, 16-107 
and 16-109 are fe lon ies .

-
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TENNESSEE Advertisements and other mater 
ia ls  must be signed with the 
names of organization o f f ic ia l : 
or persons responsible for the 
m ateria l. (52-19-120)

I t  Is unlawful to furnish anyone with 
campaign lite ra tu re  containing misre­
presentations of candidate names.
(52-19-116)

Bribery o f voters or election o f f ic ia ls  
Is proh ib ited . (2-19-126)

I t  is  unlawful to knowingly publish or 
d istribute  fa lse campaign lite ra tu re . 
(52-19-142)

It  Is  unlawful to use state-owned pro­
perty for campaign advertising and un­
lawful to use public fa c il it ie s  unless 
equal opportunity and access are a ffo rd­
ed a l l  candidates. (§2-19-206)

Anyone who violates these prov i­
sions is  g u ilty  of a mlso'emeanor. 
"Election" as used In these sta­
tutes does not mean referenda, In i 
t ia t iv e s , p o lit ic a l conventions or 
caucus. (552-19-201 and 2-19-20B)

-

TEXAS It  is  unlawful to Misuse 
t it le  of o ffice  or to 
use p o lit ic a l advertis­
ing or to make written 
or ora l comnunlcations 
re la t ing  to a campaign 
so that voters are mis­
takenly led to believe 
that the candidate Is 
the holder o f an o ffice  
(E lection Code, A rt. 
14.10)

Advertisements and other p o llt  
ica l campaign materials Must 
have names and addresses of 
the persons responsible and 
must disclose thereon that i t  
Is p o lit ic a l advertis ing. 
(E lection Code, A rt. 14.09)

Purchase or acceptance o f payment for 
e d ito r ia l advocacy or opposition in any 
publication is  proh ib ited . (Election 
Code, A rt. 15.16)

No publication sha ll se ll or accept for 
consideration any p o lit ic a l advertising 
from more than one candidate for any 
o ff ic e  unless such publication has been 
published and distributed nenerally for 
at least 12 months preceding the accep­
tance of the advertiser. (Election Code, 
A rt. 15.16a)

The coercion of a public servant or 
voter is  prohib ited. (Penal Code, Art. 
36.03)

As contained In each statute:

V io lation of A rt. 15.16 is  subject 
to a fine between $500 and $1000 
and/or Imprisonment between 10 4n< 
30 days; I f  offense Involves a 
corporation. Its  charter i f  for­
fe ited .

V iolation of A rt. 15^16a is  sub­
ject to a f ine  between $500 and 
$1000 and/or imprisonment between 
three and s ix  months.

V iolation of A rt. 14.09 Is subject 
to a fine of $100.

V io lation of A rt. 14.10 Is a c1as« 
A Misdemeanor.

V io lation of A rt. 36.03 is  a clas: 
A misdemeanor or a th ird  degree 
fe lony .

P o lit ic a l advertis­
ing rates shall not 
exceed the lowest 
charge made for com­
parable use. 
(Election Code, Art.
14.09)
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UTAH tto person may knowingly 
make or publish false 
statements In re lation 
to any candidate.
(520-14-28)

A paid advertisement must so 
state end must contain the 
names of the officers of the 
p o lit ic a l organization re­
sponsible fo r i t  or the name 
and address of the perron re­
sponsible. (§20-14-24)

No person sha ll pay the pub lisher, owner 
or editor of a newspaper or periodical 
for an ed ito r ia l advocatlnq or opposlnq 
a candidate. (§§20-14-24 anc, 20-14-27)

Every candidate, member of a personal 
campaign or party committee who has 
a financ ia l interest in  any newspaper 
or periodical c ircu lating  in  the •; 
state must disclose that interest 
before p r in ting  a p o lit ic a l advertise­
ment. (520-14-26)

A statement of ownership o f each news­
paper and periodical must be f ile d  
before i t  can publish p o lit ic a l 
m ateria l. (120-14-26)

Any person v io la t in g  these laws is 
g u ilty  of a misdemeanor and is  not 
permitted to take or hold o ffice  
to which he is  elected or to re­
ceive emoluments thereof. 
(§20-14-47)

V io lation of ss20-13-l, 2 or 3 is  
subject to a fine  of not more than 
$,000 and or Imprisonment for hot 
more than five years.
(S20-13-4)

fhe rates charged for 
pol It lc a l advertise­
ments shall be pre­
paid and sha ll not 
exceed the usual 
rates for comparable 
advertis ing. 
(520-14-27)

VERMONT P o lit ic a l campaign material 
mailed must contain the name 
of sponsor, and the name and 
address of the author and pub­
lishe r on its  face, but does 
not apply to a candidate 
whose lite ra tu re  iden tifie s  
himself and promotes h is own 
candidacy. (1752022)

Bribery and fraud in  elections is  pro­
h ib ited . (§§20-13-1, 20-13-2 and 
20-13-3)

Bribery, threats and undue influence to 
control the vote of a freeman is  pro­
h ib ited . (1752017)

V iolation of 17s2022 is  subject to 
a fine  o f $500. (1752022)

V io lation of 1712017 is  subject to 
a fine  of $200. (17§2017)
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VIRGINIA It  Is unlawful to use 
f ic t it io u s  names In ad­
vertisements or c ircu­
la rs . (§24.1-277)

A ll paid p o lit ic a l advertise­
ments must be Identified as 
such. (§24.1-276)

A ll printed and broadcast cam­
paign material must Identify  
the people responsible for 
them and whether or not they 
are authorized by a candidate 
or comnlttee; no id e n t if ic a ­
tion of source Is required for 
Independent ed ito r ia l conment 
and news coverage nor for 
w rit ings authorized by candi­
dates on novelties.
(524.1-277)

Publications are not to receive .compensa 
tlon for advocating candidacy.(§24.1-276)

S o lic it in g  or g iv ing  bribe to Influence 
or procure a vote Is prohib ited. 
(§24.1-272)

As provided therein:

Violations of §§24.1-276 and ! 
24.1-277 are misdemeanors and 
do not require voiding of i .  • 
e lection .

V iolation of §24.1-272 is  a class 
1 misdemeanor

WASHINGTON

WEST
VIRGINIA

Prohibits knowing and 
w i l l f u l false statements 
against a candidate. 
(§29.10.070)

Prohibits knowingly mak­
ing or publishing false 
statements against a 
candidate. (i3-8-U (e ))

Advertisements must Identify  
at least one sponsor. I f  
sponsored by other than candi­
date, Including names and ad­
dresses; party designation is 
required; use o f assirted name 
Is unlaw ful. (§29.85.270)

No person shall publish or 
c ircu late anonymous p o lit ic a l 
campaign material to influence 
the vote at an e lection ; a l l  
paid p o lit ic a l advertisements 
must be so designated. 
(§3-8-12)

Bribery is  proh ib ited . ( S9A.68.010)

At least one picture of a candidate used 
In p o lit ic a l advertising sha ll have been 
taken w ith in  five  years. (§29.85.270)

Using undue Influence to Induce a person 
to vote or to re fra in  from voting is  
prohib ited . (§3-8-U(c))

I t  Is unlawful to pay a newspaper or 
pub lication to e d ito r ia lly  oppose or ad­
vocate a candidate or b a llo t measure. 
(§3-8-ll(f))

As contained therein:

V iolation of 59A.68.010 Is a 
Class B felony.

V io lation of §29.85.270 Is a 
gross misdemeanor subject to a 
fine o f no more than $1000 and/ 
or Imprisonment for not more 
than one year. (§29.85.280)

As contained therein:

V io lation of §§3-8-11 and 3-8- 
12 are misdemeanors subject to 
a fine  of no more than $1000 
and/o- Imprisonment for no more 
than o i .j  year.


