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TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE, INC.

*
WHEREAS: local populations of game and fish cannot support harvests of

large numbers of urban subsistence users fishing and hunting 

alongside, and in competition with, rural subsistence hunters 

and fishers; and

WHEREAS: federal law (the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act

of 1981) does define subsistence as "rural" in contrast to State 

law which does not; and

WHEREAS: Governor Sheffield proposed legislation SB 231 and HB 288 to

specifiy that subsistence users are customary and traditional _ 

uses of fish and game made only by rural Alaska residents; ana

WHEREAS: such legislation, if enacted, would essent'ally resolve the

problems created by Alaska's Supreme Court ruling;

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Tanana Chiefs 

Conference, Inc. supports the proposed legislation SB 231 and 

HB 288 which would specifiy that subsistence users are rural 

users of fisn and game resources.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that this resolution was duly passed by the Tanana Chiefs 

Conference, Inc. Board of Directors on March 14, 1985 at Fairbanks, Alaska.

H  ,L\
; c w  t v ' 1

Tanana Chiefs Conference,.-Tne. 
Dorotjzy Shockley f

^  Secrertary/Treasurer \---
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Joe and Belen Cook, Jr.
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RAIN BIRD FISHERIES. Inc.
P.O. Box 1065 

C ordova. A K . 99574

M a r c h  31, 1985

Ade lheid Herrmann, C o - C ha ir ma n 

Richard Shultz, Co-C ha ir ma n 

House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Resources 

Alaska State L e g i s la tu re 

Pouch V

Juneau, A K  99811 

Dear Sirs:

We 1 SB #231) to g iv e  b a c k  the power to the Alaska

Board of F i s he ri es  and G a m e  to m a n a g e  our resources. W e  u r g e n t l y  request your 

supportas, if this le gi sl at ion  is not passed, this w i l l  have a serious impact 

on the Town of Cordova.

It is m o s t  impo rta nt  that this issue be r es olved d ur i n g  this Session.

T h a n k  you v e r y  m u c h  for your efforts.

Very truly yours,
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Cordova, Alaska

March 23, 1 9 B5

representative Adelheid H e r m a n n ,  C o - C h a i m a n  

House of Representatives Resources 

Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Herrmann;

I am writing to request your support oftfeStgfSS or any similar 
legislation that would give the Alaska Board of Fish and Game the power

back to regulate and manage our fish and game resources. If net passed

this could virtually destroy Cordova. Cordova's main industry is fishing 

and the only industry that is keeping Cordova alive today. W a  cannot depend 

on tourism.

Many Cordova fishermen would loose their boats and their only means 

of making a living if they are not allowed to fish (gill-net^. Does the state 

want to see this happen? Dearly all of the Cordova fleet is financed thru

the state. What will this do to the state?

My husband has been in the fisheries since 1969. W e  make our home 

here in Cordova and have been residents for over 25 years. This is our only 

means of employment. We are not young and certainly do not want to loose 

our coat. We also prefer to be employed and not on Welfare.

I urge you, along with all of Cordcva, to please give this bill 

your support.

Sincerely,

, ^  „   ✓

Kathy Crow



H I G H  T I D E  SF FOODS 

P. 0. B o x  1556 

VALDEZ, A K  99686

M a r c h  29, 1985

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n  
A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A K  99811

De a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e :

The c o m m e r c i a l  s a l m o n  i n d u s t r y  is a m a j o r  r e s o u r c e  
of r e v e n u e  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  in the S t ate of Alaska.. We  
ur g e  y o u  to s u p p o r t  S B -42 31-.*

T h a n k  you.

Si n cerely,

J a m e s  L. S h e f l e r  
P a r t n e r

J L S / j c s



ALASKA POWER SERVICES
P.O. BOX 622 • CORDOVA. ALASKA 99574 

(907)424-3300

M a rch 25, 1985

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  
Pouch V  (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

I am w r i t i n g  this letter as a p r i v a t e  b usiness owner in the 
city of C o r d o v a  in support of- HB//288" Alaska Fower Se r v i c e s  
is solely d e p e n d e n t  upon the com m e r c i a l  fisheries in Cordova, 
p r o v i d i n g  m e c h a n i c a l  s e rvices and p a r t s  to the g i l l n e t  fleet 
of Cordova. If HB#288 is not a c ted upon by May 1, the sur­
vival of my b u s i n e s s  and ma n y  others in C o r dova are doubtful 
this year. T h e r e  are many r e s i d e n t’s li v e l i h o o d s  at stake 
pending the d e c i s i o n  of this bill. W e  urge that y o u  ma k e  
every effort to pass this bill as q u i c k l y  as possible.

B u siness has d r o p p e d  off sharply due to the c o n f u s i o n  and 
u n c e r t a i n t y  c r e a t e d  by the M a d i s o n  decision, w h e t h e r  or not 
the g i l l n e t  f l eet wi l l  fish May 15 or not.

We, the owners and e m p l o y e e s  of Alaska Power S e r v i c e s  urge 
y o u  ti act i m m e d i a t e l y  on h b # 238 to e n s u r e  a st a b l e  e c o n o m i c  
base for C o r d o v a  and it w o r k  force.

Your c o o p e r a t i o n  i.. this i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r  in C o r d o v a  is 
greatly appreciated.

Sincerelv. y
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Cordova Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 99 

Cordova, Alaska 99574 
(907) 424-7260

M a r c h  19, 1985

R E S O L U T I O N

W H E R E A S  c o m m e r i c a l  f i s h i n g  is the b a c k b o n e  of 

the e c o n o m y  of C o r d o v a  and o t h e r  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d  
C o m m u n i t i e s ,  and

W H E R E A S  the M a d i s o n  D e c i s i o n  s e v e r e l y  i m p a i r s  
the o p p o r t u n i t y  for c o m m e r i c a l  g i l l n e t t i n g  on the 
C o p p e r  R i v e r  F l a t s ,  and

W H E R E A S  a s p e e d y  r e s o l u t i o n  is n e c e s s a r y  in 

o r d e r  to a l l o w  the 1 9 8 5  c o m m e r c i a l  g i l l n e t  f i s h i n g  to
s t a r t  as s c h e d u l e d ,  n o w  t h e r e f o r e

BE IT R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the C o r d o v a  C h a m b e r  of 
C o m m e r c e  s u p p o r t s  the p a s s a g e  of H B  288 a n d  SB 2 3 1  and
u r g e s  m e m b e r s  of b o t h  the H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  to put
t h e i r  s u p p o r t  b e h i n d  t h e s e  b i l l s .

C O R D O V A  C H A M B E R  OF C O M M E R C E

M a r g  

P r e s i



F.C. B o x  1142 
C o r d o v a ,  A l a s k a  90.5*74 
P a r c h  2 4 , 10 0 5

H o u s e  of Repr''“art a t i v e s  
R e s o u r c e s  Coir^ittae 
A l a s k a  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V

J u n aau, A l a s k  i 99811 

D e a r  Sirs,

As a  r e s i d e n t  of C o r d o b a ,  A l a ska, and a P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S 0un: 
D r i f t  G i l l n e t  r.errit h o l d e r  I an u r r i n a  y o u r  s u n r o r t  of 
IP. -f/283 and e.vr s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  Bo* 
of f i s h e r i e s  and l a n e  ^ o  t h e i r  nrevi ous 'nanare^ent nos it ion 
of f i s h  and e-i-e. T h e  icnact of t h e  H a d i s o n  D e c i s i o n  o n  m y  
c o m m u n i t y  and r y s e l f  is c a t a s t r o n h i c .  P l e a s e  r e i n s t a t e  the 
R o a r  1 rf Fish ^les and G a’-e as the ranaffins b o d y  f o r  our 
flshenifis.

S i n  - l y ,

karoj. rf. i ar



/ -

^  . i T :
/ ( j ,x c

/»/ /
/ j ,* / /  " /  < 7 7^  O  -

/ /
r / <  _

... -*IT- -

^ C - - l2 J u .7 J
f  /

7 ,*  w r , ? . - • / -

7 ^
/ • -'/■ /  /  /. / J,
W M J  J../V

/• ••• v« J-»y. •<•' ,•7 -*:s~ -



'fO oArih c A 5

"H k SckuH ^_ ,

^Sj'ryrv \ ^ \ A j 3 t l / n Q  * T O

oJi&o
^ I W . L U d l  -R y y  CurA
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R i c h a r d  Shultz, C o - C h a i r m a n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n eau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  Mr. Shultz,

I
I w a s  torn and r a i s e d  on the C o p p e r  River5, and 

I have been a c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r m a n  f o r  1 9  yeafrs. o v e r  
the p a s t  few y e a r s  the f i s h i n g  ti m e  on the C o p p e r  R i v e r  
h as b e e n  r e s t r i c t e d  ti m e  a n d  time a u a i n  due io e s c a p e m e n t  
r e a s o n s  and i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s s u r e s  on the u p p e r  C o p p e r  
River, u v e r  50: * o f  my a n n u a l  i n c o m e  is g e n e r a t e d  from 
g i l l n e l t i n g  on the C o p p e r  River. I a m  also a p a r t n e r  
in a s m a l l  f i s h i n g  co-op. b e  s t a r t e d  this fiv$ y e a r s
a go w i t h  1 2  fishermen, a n d  o u r  o p e r a t i o n  has bt 
f r e s h  r e d s  and k i n g s  to v a r i o u s  r e s t a u r a n t  marl’ 
t h r o u g h o u t  the country. T h e  e n t i r e  s u c c e s s  of 
o p e r a t i o n  is b a sed on the e a rly f i s h i n g  we have 
and s o l e y  r e l i e s  on the C o p p e r  River.

the 
the 
DU to

I l i v e  in C o r d o v a  12 m o n t h s  a y e a r  and yj 
w h a t  I buy is b o u g h t  in Co r d o v a .  In my o p i n i o n  
g i l l n e t  f l e e t  c a n n o t  s u r v i v e  w i t h o u t  u t i l i z i n g  
C o p p e r  R i v e r  fisheries. T h e r e f o r e  i ' m  a s k i n g  y 
s u p p o r t  H o u s e  Bill //288. 1 feel that this w o u l d  ho
d e v a s t a t i n g  to the e c o n o m y  o f  C o r d o v a ,  and I feel that 
the c o m m u n i t y  i t s e l f  w o u l d  h a v e  a ha r d  time s u r v i v i n g  
it if this bill is n o t  p a s sed.

o*n
. i.,

th e
I i C. i wI

s e l l i n

T h a n k  :ou



R i c h a r d  Shultz, C o - C h a i r m a n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V j 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

i

D e a r  Mr. Shultz,
s
?

I l i v e  in C o r d o v e  and I run a s m a l l  fi s h  business, 
a l o n g  w i t h  Tom J o h n s o n  a l s o  o f  Cordova. The w h o l e  of  
o u r  b u s i n e s s  runs s t r i c t l y  o f f  the C o p p e r  R i v e r  rod 
a n d  k i n g  s a l m o n  run.

I ' m  w r i t i n g V t o  y o u  n o w  in the h o p e s  that y o u  
w i l l  s u p p o r t  H o u s e  Bill //288. I f  this bill is not 
p a s sed, I'm a f r a i d  the fu t u r e  o f  the p e o p l e  o f  C o r d o v a  
and o u r  c h i l d r e n  will be l i m i t e d  to h a n d o u t s  from «he 
s t a t e  wel f a r e .  ' I kn o w  this s o u n d s  d r a s t i c m  but e v e r y t h i n g  
in this s m a l l  f i s h i n g  tov/n is c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  tht c o m m e r c i a l  
f i s h i n g  fleet. P e r s o n a l l y  the a f f e c t s  on m y s e l f  i f  
this b i l l  is n o t  p a s s e d  w i l l  be d e v a s t a t i n g  as I have 
no o t h e r  m e a n s  fr o m  w h i c h  I depend. I feel s t u c k  b e t w e e n  
a r o c k  a n d  a h a r d  sp o t  as we who d e p e n d  on c o m m e r c i a l  
f i s h i n g  are a m i n o r i t y .  1 only hope y o u  w i l l  take our 
l i v e l i h o o d s  into s e r i o u s  c o n c i d e r a t i o n .

T h a n k  You f o r  y o u r  time and effort..

o i n c o r l y  
B e t t y  J. Y o r k



I am w r i t i n g  to u r g e  y o u  to pass H o u s e  Bill # 2 8 8  and g i v e  the 
B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  the f l e x i b i l i t y  to  m a n a g e  t h e  r e s o u r c e  for t h e  
u s e r  g r o u p s .  T h a n k  You. '

64 X  f/7
C c Z X M ,  / ) X . X X s  

1
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a n d  have a  S e t  W ( a n ^ e m ( ! n +  p la n *  Ia/c m u s t  j-vj
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5 o o  S a l m o n  V j h e n  t h e y  Ccinnot i n  a l l  p r v h a b i l i t y S & j

c  o n s a  nq e “J"h <?Y m any Fish Is a b s u r d  * T h a t  
m akes an u n d e r-th c -Y a h /e  Fjzb Sale: s tu a tio C j
liK cly  F o r  i I IcocJiy d e a lin g  LuiTh the S u rp lu s  tiki
R sX  -L t -Turns every S u b s is te n c e  ttsh c rm a n  
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Sm otti th e m / o r  blanto.rtly iv a s te  th e m  ! X  
m y a c t t  c a t  a  lo t o t  Salmon annua lly , Tncjudina 
C a n n i n g  , Smoking f Cnd J ' rT fs  t o  h c la i iv e s ,  .
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Box 1210 602 Railroad Avenue 
Cordova, A laska 9S574 
Phone: (907) 424-3237 

or 424-3238

“ The Friendly City"

Leonard V. Pingatore 
Mayor

Richard J. Leland 
City Manager

Donna M. Shcrby 
City Clerk

Council Members
Joe Gundemon 
Phyllis Day 

Oliver Osborn 
I«cw L  Cochran 

R. L. Van llrocklin 
John Wheeler

M a r c h  20, 1985

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t e  Cato 
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 811

iJu-
-  -  2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cato:

O n  M a r c h  13, 1985, G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d  i n t r o d u c e d  S e n a t e  B i l l  
2 31 a n d  H o u s e  B i l l  288 r e l a t i n g  to t h e  t a k i n g  of fish a n d  g a m e  
for s u b s i s t e n c e  a n d  p e r s o n a l  use. A s  y o u  know, t h i s  was 
n e c e s s i t a t e d  by  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ' s  f i n d i n g s  in the m a t t e r  of 
M a d i s o n  et al v e r s u s  the A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  
a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s .  T h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  p r o p o s e d  
l e g i s l a t i o n  is to p r o v i d e  d e f i n i t i o n  a n d  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  to t h e  
B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s '  a u t h o r i t y  t o  m a n a g e  A l a s k a ' s  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  
r e n e w a b l e  r e s o u r c e .

We, in C o r d o v a ,  h a v e  r e v i e w e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  s p o r t  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  
as w e l l  as t h o s e  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e  p e r s o n a l  use 
f i s h e r i e s .  W h i l e  it is c l e a r  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  w o r k  w i l l  be 
n e c e s s a r y  to d e f i n e  t h e  v a r i o u s  f i s h e r i e s  a n d  t h e  role of t h e
B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  o v e r  the l o n g  t erm, w e  f e e l  it is
i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  e n a c t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n
i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  a s s u r e  a f i s h i n g  s e a s o n  in 1985.

On b e h a l f  of m y  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  a n d  a l l  
C o r d o v a n ' s  w h o  d e p e n d  o n  a w e ] 1 - m a n a g e d  f i s h e r y ,  I s t r o n g l y  
u r g e  y o u r  i m m e d i a t e  p a s s a g e  of S e n a t e  b i l l  231 a n d  H o u s e  B i l l  
288.

Sincere]

LEIP*1A,RD V. P I N G A T O R E  
M a y o r

E n c l o s u r e :  R e s o l u t i o n  85-9



CITY OF CORDOVA, A L A S K A

R E S O L U T I O N  8 5 - 9

A R E S O L U T I O N  O F  T H E  C I T Y  O F  CORDOVA, A L A S K A  U R G I N G  I M M E D I A T E  PASSAGE 
OF S E N A T E  B I L L  231 A N D  H O U S E  BILL 288, R E L A T I N G  T O  S U B S I S T E N C E  FISHERIES, 
BY T H E  A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  of the State o f  A l a s k a  r e c e n t l y  f o und the 
A l a s k a  B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  Regulation, 5 A A C  0 1 . 5 9 7  i n c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  to provide g u i d e l i n e s  for t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  
of s u b s i s t e n c e  f i shing, a n d

W H EREAS, the c o u r t  f o u n d  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  e x c e e d s  the a u t h o r i t y  delegated 
to the B o a r d  b e c a u s e  it o p e r a t e s  too r e s t r i c t i v e l y  in n o n - s u b s i s t e n c e  
uses, a n d

WHEREAS, G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d  has p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  in the f o r m  of 
Senate B i l l  231 a n d  H o u s e  Bill 288 w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  the n e c e s s a r y  
d e f i n i t i o n  a n d  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of the s u b s i s t e n c e  a n d  n o n - s u b s i s t e n c e  
f i s hery issues, and

WHEREAS, the e c o n o m y  of the Ci t y  of C o r d o v a  is c r i t i c a l l y  d e p e n d a n t  
on the C o p p e r  R i v e r  F i s h e r y ,  as is the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  d e p e n d a n t  on 
the r e v enue a n d  e m p l o y m e n t  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  and sport 
f i s heries, and

WHEREAS, the p r o p o s e d  S e n a t e  Bill 231 a n d  H o u s e  Bill 288 w h e n  enacted 
will s e r v e  to the b e n e f i t  of subsistence, p e r s o n a l  use, c o m m e r c i a l  
and s p o r t  f i s h e r i e s ,  a n d  the Board's m a n a g e m e n t  of A l a s k a ' s  m o s t  
v a l u a b l e  r e n e w a b l e  resource.

NOW T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT R E S O L V E D  that the M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  of 
Cordova, A l a s k a ,  r e c o m m e n d  a n d  urge the i m m e d i a t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
and e n a c t m e n t  of S e n a t e  Bi l l  231 and H o u s e  Bi l l  288 as p r o p o s e d  by 
G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d .

M a r c h  1985

Ci t y  C l e r k 17



PETITION

*

Because the e c o n o m y  o f  C o r d o v a  is entirely b a s e d  o n  c o m m e r c i a l  fishing 
on  the C o p p e r  R i v e r  a n d  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  w e  the u n d o r s i q n e d  citizens 
of Cordova w o u l d  l i k e  to r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t o r s  to 
act iranediately o n  H o u s e  B i l l  #288 and S e n a t e  B i l l  #231.
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P E T I T T O H

B e c a u s e  t h e  e c o n o m y  of C o r d o v a  is e n t i r e l y  l u s e d  o n  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  
o n  the C o p p e r  R i v e r  a n d  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  w e  the u n d e r s i g n e d  c i t i z e n s  
of  C o r d o v a  w o u l d  l i k e  to r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t o r s  to 
a c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  o n  H o u s e  Bi l l  jj208 a n d  S e n a t e  B i l l  Bill #231.
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P E T I T I O N

B e c a u s e  the e c o n o m y  o f  C o r d o v a  is e n t i r e l y  b a s e d  on c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  
o n  t h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  a n d  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  w e  the u n d e r s i g n e d  c i t i z e n s  
o f  C o r d o v a  w o u l d  l i k e  to r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t o r s  to 
a c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  o n  H o u s e  B i l l  #288 a n d  S e n a t e  Bi l l  #231.
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P E T I T I O N

B e c a u s e  t h e  e c o n o m y  o f  C o r d o v a  is e n t i r e l y  b a s e d  o n  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  
o n  t h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  a n d  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  w e  the u n d e r s i g n e d  c i t i z e n s  
o f  C o r d o v a  w o u l d  l i k e  to r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t o r s  to 
act i m m e d i a t e l y  o n  H o u s e  B i l l  #288 and S e n a t e  B i l l  #231.
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P E T I T I O N

B e c a u s e  the e c o n o m y  of  C o r d o v a  is e n t i r e l y  b a s e d  o n  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  
o n  t h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  a n d  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  w e  the u n d e r s i g n e d  c i t i z e n s  
o f  C o r d o v a  w o u l d  li k e  to r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t o r s  to 
ac t  i m m e d i a t e l y  o n  H o u s e  B i l l  #238 a n d  S e n a t e  B i l l  #231.
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•ŷ V 5"^ r̂.

^ , j  uO fi^ K /) ̂  //.&(*
'A A uA/S-, frJ,'rẑ 'A~. fix
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PETITIO N

B e c a u s e  the e c o n o m y  o f  C o r d o v a  is e n t i r e l y  b a s e d  o n  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  
o n  t h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  a n d  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound, w e  the u n d e r s i g n e d  c i t i z e n s  
o f  C o r d o v a  w o u l d  l i k e  to r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t o r s  to 
a c t  i m m e d _ a t e l y  o n  H o u s e  B i l l  #288 a n d  S e n a t e  B i l l  #231.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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PETITION

B e c a u s e  the e c o n o m y  o f  C o r d o v a  is e n t i r e l y  b a s e d  o n  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  
o n  t h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  a n d  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound, w e  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  c i t i z e n s  
o f  C o r d o v a  w o u l d  l i k e  to r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t o r s  to 
a c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  o n  H o u s e  B i l l  #288 a n d  S e n a t e  B i l l  #231.
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P E T I T I O N

B e c a u s e  the e c o n o m y  of  C o r d o v a  is e n t i r e l y  b a s e d  o n  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  
o n  t h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  a n d  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  So u n d ,  w e  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  c i t i z e n s  
o f  C o r d o v a  w o u l d  l i k e  to r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t o r s  to 
a c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  o n  H o u s e  B i l l  #288 a n d  S e n a t e  B i l l  #231.
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PE T IT ION

B e c a u s e  the e c o n o m y  o f  C o r d o v a  is e n t i r e l y  b a s e d  on  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  
o n  t h e  C o p p e r  R i v e r  a n d  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  Sound, w e  the u n d e r s i g n e d  c i t i z e n s  
o f  C o r d o v a  w o u l d  l i k e  to r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t o r s  to 
a c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  o n  H o u s e  B i l l  #288 a n d  S e n a t e  Bi l l  #231.
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PETITION

Because the economy of Cordova is entirely based on commercial fishing 
on the Copper River and Prince William Sound, we the undersigned citizens 
of Cordova would like to respectfully request the Alaska Legislators to 
act immediately on House Bill #288 and Senate Bill #231.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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March 21, 1935

Th e  Honor a b l e  A d e h e i d  H e r r m a n n ,  Co-Chairman 
A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9 811
D e a r  R e s p r e s e n t a t i v e  H e r r m a n n ,

W e  urge your s u p p o r t  o f  H B  #288 w h i c h  will 
h e l p  save o u r  C o p p e r  R i v e r  f i s h e r y .

T h i s  request i s  n o t  f r o m  a c a s u a l  concern, 
b u t  we are d e p e n d e n t  o n  the s a l m o n  fisheries 
for our l i v e l i h o o d .

Since j ^ l y  y o u r s ,

C h r i s  D. B i l l i n g s  
P.O. Box 219 
C o r d o v a  Ak. 9 9 5 7 4



"In Support of Legislation to Maintain Orderly Harvest of 
Fish and Game Resources."

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

the orderly harvest of fish and game resources is 

essential to the general welfare of rural Alaskans 

who depend on these resources for a large part of 

their livelihood; and

the Alaska Supreme Court, in Madisc:), et al. vs. 

the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, struck down 

state regulations designed to determine eligibility 

for subsistence as being inconsistent with state law 

and legislative intent; and

the decision would have the effect of allowing 

massive increases in the number of subsistence 

permits which may be issued; and

I

this ruling also has the effect of preventing 

orderly harvest of subsistence fish and game resources 

because it diminishes the authority delegated to the 

Alaska State Board of Fisheries to establish criteria 

for the eligibility of users; and

the ruling broadens the eligibility for subsistence 

permits to include all residents of the -state, 

because it focuses on the place where customary and 

traditional uses have occurred, rather than i.he 

people who conduct them; and



WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

relaxing che eligibility requirements may necessitate 

emergency closure of commercial and sport harvests 

due to the influx of "court-created" subsistence 

users; and

the court recognized that the legislature intended 

to protect subsistence rights in the 1973 statute; 

and

the court, by broadening subsistence access so 

dramatically, jeopardizes the preference for those 

who depend most directly on the resource: rural

residents of Alaska; and

Governor Sheffield has introduced legislation that 

would restore order to the harvest of fish and game 

by more strictly defining the personal use and 

subsistence use of fish and game; and

the subsistence use definitions must include the use 

of the words "rural" and "residents" in -rder to 

protect limited resources frum virtually unlimited 

access by urban residents who have never depended 

upon fish and game resources for maintaining their 

way of life.



N( THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,

that the Board of Directors of the Rural Alaska 

Community Action Program, Inc., endorses Senate Bill 

No. 231, "An Act Relating to the Taking of Fish and 

Game for Subsistence and Personal Use," and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

that the Alaska State Legislature is urged to act 
//V) rw

ax .p odi-tioue l y . dn this legislation, in order to 

maintain harmonious relations among Alaska fish and 

game user groups.
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R e p r e s e n a t i v e  A d e l h e i d  H e r r m a n n ,
Co C h a i r m a n ,  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V  
Juneau, A l a s k a

R e p r e s e n a t i v e  H e r r m a n n ,

I a m  w r i t i n g  to u r g e  y o u  to p a s s  H o u s e  B i l l  #288 as q u i c k l y
as p o s s i b l e .  It is m o s t  u r g e n t  ch a t  the f l e x i b i l i t y  to m a n a g e
the r e s o u r c e s  is r e t u r n e d  to the B o a r d  o f  F i s h e r i e s  this year. 
The C o p p e r  R i v e r  w i l l  b e  h a r d  to m a n a g e  if the M a d i s o n  d e c i s i o n  
s t a n d s  the w a y  it is now.

A  lot o f  h a r d  w o r k  has b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by F i s h  a n d  Game,
PWS,7 C a n d  the A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  to c o m e  up w i t h  a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n
for t h e  C o p p e r  River. T h i s  p l a n  d i d  w o r k  a n d  d i d  p r o v i d e  for 
all the u s e r  g r o u p s  o n  the C o p p e r  R i v e r  in the f o r m  o f  p e r s o n a l  
use a n d  S u b s i s t e n c e .  T h a t  b a l a n c e  to m a n a g e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a 
s m a l l  s o c k e y e  f i s h i n g  t i m e  w i l l  f u r t h e r  b u r d e n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
s t a b i l i t y  of C o r d o v a  as a who l e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  o n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  matt e r .  

S i n c e r l y ,

v J e r r y  M c C u n e  
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  
C D F U

J M / r u

cc R i c h a r d  S h u l t z  
F. D a y  W a l l i s  
B e t t e  Ca t o  
R o g e r  J e n k e n s  
M i k e  W. M i l l e r  
D r u e  P e a r c e  
J o h n  S u n d  
D a v e  T h o m p s o n
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C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
S t a t e  of A l a s k a

O n  M a r c h  13, 1985, G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d  i n t r o d u c e d  
S e n a t e  Bill 231 a n d  H o u s e  Bill 288 r e l a t i n g  to the t a k i n g  
of fish and g a m e  for s u b s i s t e n c e  and p e r s o n a l  use.
As you know, this w a s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by the S u p r e m e  
C o u r t ' s  f i n d i n g s  in the m a t t e r  of M a d i s o n  et al ve r s u s  
t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  a n d  the A l a s k a  
B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s .  The in t e n t  of the p r o p o s e d  
l e g i s l a t i o n  is to p r o v i d e  d e f i n i t i o n  and c l a r i f i c a t i o n  
to the B o a r d  of Fisheries' a u t h o r i t y  to m a n a g e  A l a s k a ' s  
m o s t  v a l u a b l e  r e n e w a b l e  resource.

We, in C o r d o v a ,  ha v e  r e v i e w e d  the p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  
w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of the c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  s p ort 
f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  as w e l l  as t h o s e  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in 
t h e  p e r s o n a l  use f i s h eries. W h i l e  it is c l e a r  that 
a d d i t i o n a l  w o r k  w i l l  be n e c e s r a r y  to d e f i n e  the v a r i o u s  
f i s h e r i e s  and the r o l e  of the B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  
o v e r  the long term, w e  feel it is i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  the 
L e g i s l a t u r e  e n a c t  the p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  
to a s s u r e  a f i s h i n g  s e a s o n  in 1985.

O n  b e h a l f  of c o l l e a g u e s  and the C i t y  C o u n c i l  a n d  all 
C o r d o v a n s  w h o  d e p e n d  o n  a w e l l - m a n a g e d  fishery, I 
s t r o n g l y  urge y o u r  i m m e d i a t e  p a s s a g e  of S e n a t e  Bill 
231 and H o u s e  Bi l l  288.

^ S ^ n c e r e l y , . - O

f /:■»- ' i .■ y
/✓(LEONARD V. P'INGATORE
' * M a y o r  w

/



C I T Y  O F  CORDOVA, A L A S K A  

R E S O L U T I O N  85 - 9

A  R E S O L U T I O N  OF T H E  C I T Y  O F  CORDOVA, A L A S K A  U R G I N G  I M M E D I A T E  
P A S S A G E  O F  S E N A T E  B I L L  231 A N D  H O U S E  B I L L  288, R E L A T I N G  TO 
S U B S I S T E N C E  F T S H ERIES, B Y  T H E  A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E .

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  rec e n t l y  
f o u n d  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  of F i s h e r i e s  R e g u l a t i o n ,  5 A A C  01.597 
i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the L e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  to p r o v i d e  g u i d e l i n e s  
for the p r o t e c t i o n  of s u b s i s t e n c e  fi s h i n g ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  c o u r t  f o u n d  the r e g u l a t i o n  e x c e e d s  the a u t h o r i t y  
d e l e g a t e d  to the B o a r d  b e c a u s e  it o p e r a t e s  too r e s t r i c t i v e l y  in 
n o n - s u b s i s t e n c e  uses, and

W H E R E A S ,  G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d  h a s  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  in the form 
of S e n a t e  Bi l l  231 a n d  H o u s e  Bill 288 w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  the n e c e s s a r y  
d e f i n i t i o n  a n d  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of the s u b s i s t e n c e  and n o n - s u b s i s­
tence f i s h e r y  issues, and

W H E R E A S ,  the e c o n o m y  of the City of C o r d o v a  is c r i t i c a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  
on t h e  C o p p e r  R i ^er f i shery, as is the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  d e p e n d e n t  
on t h e  r e v e n u e  and e m p l o y m e n t  r e s u l t i n g  fr o m  the c o m m e r c i a l  and 
s p o r t  f i s h e r i e s ,  and

W H E R E A S ,  the p r o p o s e d  S e n a t e  Bill 231 a n d  H o u s e  Bi l l  288 w h e n  
e n a c t e d  w i l l  s e r v e  to the b e n e f i t  of s u b s i s t e n c e ,  p e r s o n a l  use, 
c o m m e r c i a l  and s p c r t  fis h e r i e s ,  a n d  the B o a r d ' s  m a n a g e m e n t  of 
A l a s k a ' s  m o s t  v a l u a b l e  r e n e w a b l e  resource,

NOW T H E R E F O R E  B E  ~T R E S O L V E D ,  t h a t  the M a yor and Ci t y  C o u n c i l  of 
C ordova, Alaska, r e c o m m e n d  a n d  urge the i m m e d i a t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
a n d  e n a c t m e n t  of S e n a t e  B i l l  231 a n d  H o u s e  Bill 288 as p r o p o s e d  
by G o v e r n o r  Sheffield.

P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  TH I S  2 0 t h  D A Y  O F  March, 1985.
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LETTERS IN OPPOSITION TO 

HOUSE BILL 288



THE CHITINA DIPNETTERS ASSN.
1002 PIONEER ROAD 

FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 9970r

March 9, 1985

Rep. Richard Shultz 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Rep. Shultz:

In a teleconference Tuesday night 3-5-85 I along with Stan Bloc®, Dick Burley and 

Harry Bishop all ‘estified on the Alaska SUprene Court Opinion on subsistence.

The Chitina Dipnetter '3 Assn. agree with this opinion and want the law to stay as

it is and we do not wa^t to be disfranchise again.

I received a phone call from Juneau the next day (3-6-85) in which it was stated 

that there was sone confusion after the teleconference as why we wanted the law te be 

changed. We do not want the law to be changed we support the Supreme Court Opinion.

If there is a bill from the Governor or other legislatures to change this Opinion the 

Chitina Dipnetter’s Assn. would like for you to do whatever you can to defeat there 

efforts.

If the interior delegation is positive the other side Fu-y have a chance to get a

bill passed then you should work for a compromise to make sure that RURAL, LOCAL

RESIDENCY OR COMMUNITY are not included and to try an identify "CUSTOMARY AND TRADITIONAL" 

in order to cut down on users.

If any changes are going to be made there will need te be public heariags on all 

charges. The main thing is that you go slow and get all of the input you can and make 

a good and constitutional law.

In the Daily Naws-Xiner this morning Iep0 Peter G#ll stated that "Alaskans veted 
overwhelmingly im 1982 te keep the subsistence prierity for rural Alaskans", This is 

incorrect the vote was to repeal the State of Alaska Subsistence Law and the werd RURAL 

is not in the State Law.

Again I say if there haa to be a change ge very olevly.
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ĴU/TjtLLC j </f/aS/£fL Jjg//

Q e 6 l ~  j o r & S > £ » \  '/ t :  / -}  t \ £ ,  s / x n / / - z _  j

JZ~ tt*r\ Oj?f>ossct -/v ■*-?n-c-v" s L m j j 's

SubS/ $/<Utc_£. /M O

//'CZ'T̂ ?' <-/

m



y / x i k s
i

R
4 - 4 ( 0 e  S U l 4 - z _

(PtfacU \J

J j n  eA o 1 W

0 < u R r er\

X  \y \ 5 " ^ ^  L  i f t v ^  S o t? S (5 rf ^ c - ^
I*\IAJ £a>xjlc§ lie. (f^SSzd! S\S (S>„ ' P l d ^ S G L  

C&'fKr̂ \\ - f i ^ L  i S ^ u ^ e  tfz? \A/\p  r p » j ^ / i c  A - Q - ^ ^ v / " !

/  d v lJ k s ls  M *s to y  /5" T k e . fu-i'O '/'e .. <4^ iM

^  S f ' ^ '  - f k ^ x h s

©
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To: House Resources fomnittep

From: Mary Bishop
15SS Gus's Grind
Fairbanks, AK 99701 Phone: 455-6151

Date: March 26, 1985

Re: HB 288, Subsistence priority

Yesterday, in Anchorage, I attended the Joint Boards of Fisheries and Game hearing 
on the Madison case. During the hearing the winning lawyers on the Madison case 
offered their advise--free of charge--to the boards. I fear the boards may not 
accept the offer.

These two lawyers, Martin Freidman and Chuck Robinson, have a very different 
interpretation of the subsisence priority law than t\>es the AG office. Using 
th3t interpretation Freidman and Robinson have not only won the Madison case 
before the state's srprome court. Evidently they have also won other cases 
against the state regarding this issue. Yet, for some reason, the administration 
continues to listen only to the AG office and not to the "winners".

I urge your committee to receive substantial input from Mr. Friedman and Mr. 
Robinson before taking any action on HB 288. It would be nice if they could 
make a 10 minute presentation at the April 8 teleconference so that all of us 
who are interested in the issue might benefit from their input.

After speaking personally to Mr. Freidman, I am convinced that the impact upon 
Cordova commercial fishing interests has been misrepresented by the AG office.
The boards may, right now, rogulate and restrict total subsistence harvest of a 
resource to the customary and traditional level of that subsistence use. For 
example, if the traditional level of subsistence harvest at Chitina is 60,000 
sockeye, then any fish available for harvest above that 60,000 quota can be 
allocated to recreation, sport or commercial users in any manner the board 
desires.

i ,

This is not the same as saying all Chitina subsistence users get the traditional 
"bag limit" of 3G0 fish. Rather, the traditional total harvest level (60,000) 
must be maintained. As the court opinion makes clear on both pages 17 and 19, 
the priority goes for the customaiy and traditional use, not for the user.

The priority language as written in AS 16.05.2Sl(b) and ..255(t) needs to be 
rewritten and the intent of the legislature made clear. The original bill was 
passed in haste back in 1978. The language is vague and onfusing; I am 
concerned about parts of the legislative history. We don't need to do this 
right now,

The Boards of Fisheries and Game are dealing with an inpredibly difficult situa- 
tion--not made easier by the fact that virtually all of them are newly appointed,- 
with the notable exception of Sydney Huntington.

A problem oxists--not necessarily the one described by the AG office. Passing 
the Governor's bill is no solution. It would merely create more tension among 
state residents. >
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Alaska House of Representatives

MEMORANDUM

DATE;

TO:

FROM:

March 25, x985 

Bush Caucus Members

Rep. Jack Fuller 

Chairman

SUBJECT: Kenaitze Tribe Resolution - 5 aaAiaju4jCLvi-<--C.

Cora Sacaloff of Kenai asked that I distribute the attached 
to all Bush Caucus members.

HO M E
P.O. BOX 689

JOHN G. (JACK)
CH A IR M A N  
BUSH CAUCUS 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION 

REVIEW COMMITTEE

M E M B E R  
POLICY COMMrTiEE 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON LOANS 
RULES COMMITTEE 

COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES

resolution

W H I L E  IN JU N E A U
POUCH V



KENAITZE INDIAN TRIBE 
Resolution 85-6

RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO HOUSE BILL 288 AND SENATE BILL 231

WHEREAS, the Kenaitze Indian Tribe is a federally recognized 
Indian Tribe which was reorganized in August of 1971 under the statutes 
of the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 as amended for Alaska in 1936; and,

WHEREAS, the Kenaitze Indian Tribe represents and promotes the 
security, social welfare as well as the interests and conmon bond of 
association of its 500 Tribal members; and,

WHEREAS, it is the conviction of the Kenaitze Indian Tribe that 
the preservation and fostering of a customary and traditional subsistence 
lifestyle for its members is the primary means of promoting the interests 
of its members; and,

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska's Subsistence Law (Chapter 151 SLA 1978) 
recognizes that the fish and game resources of the state "... are not 
ir.exaustible and that preferences must be established among beneficial users 
of the resources..."; likewise that: "... it is in the public interest to
clearly establish subsistence use as a priority use of Alaska's fish and 
game resources, and to recognize the needs, customs, and traditions of 
Alaska residents" (Sec. 1, Chapter 151); and,

WHEREAS, it is the Supreme Court of Alaska's opinion that the 
Board of Fisheries interpretation of "customary and traditional" uses 
(§ 703 HR 39) in the 1978 Subsistence Law is inconsistent with the 
legislative intent to provide guidelines for the protection of subsistence 
fishing (5 AAC 01.597); and,

WHEREAS, 5 AAC 01.597 was designed to protect subsistence uses; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Fisheries has devised a regulation to dis­
enfranchise many subsistence users whose interests the statute was designed 
to protect; and,

WHEREAS, House Bill 288 and Senate Bill 231 - an Act entitled:
"An Act relating to the taking of fish and game for subsistence and personal 
use; and providing for an effective date" - was introduced at the request 
of Governor Sheffield; and,

WHEREAS, House Bill 288 and Senate Bill 231 intends to amend 
Section 3 AS 16.05.940(23) to read: (23) " 'subsistence uses' means
the customary and traditional uses by rural [IN] Alaska residents of 
wild, renewable resources for direct personal or family consumption..."; 
and,

WHEREAS, Section 4 AS 16.05.940 is amended by adding a new paragraph 
to read: " (28) 'personal use fishing' means the taking, fishing for, or
possession of finfish, shellfish, or other fishery resources, by Alaska 
residents for personal use and not for sale or barter..."; and,


