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P E T I T I O N

We, the u n d e r s i g n e d ,  o p p o s e  the  p a s s a g e  o f H o u s e  B i l l  
532 and S e n a t e  B i l l  377, o r a n y  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  t a k e s  
aw a y the r i g h t s  of an i n d i v i d u a l  to b e  c o m p e n s a t e d  a d e q u a t e l y  
w h e n  they  ar e i n j u r e d  t h r o u g h  the a c t s  of  a t h i r d  p e r s o n .  W e  
s u p p o r t  the e n a c t m e n t  o f  i n s u r a n c e  r e f o r m  and  i n s u r a n c e  p o o l i n g  
l e g i s l a t i o n ;  this l e g i s l a t i o n  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  t r u e  c a u s e s  of th e 
e s c a l a t i n g  i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s  and  p r o v i d e s  r e a l  s o l u t i o n s  
T o r t  r e f o r m  h a s  b e e n  h e l d  up as 3 m e a n s  to r e d u c e  i n s u r a n c e  
cos t s,  but in fact t h e r e  h as  b e e n  no g u a r a n t e e  by t h e  i n s u r a n c e  
i n d u s t r y  th at  the p a s s a g e  of tor': r e f o r m  w i l l,  in a c t u a l i t y ,  
lead to r e d u c e d  rates. A l l  th at  the p a s s a g e  of  t o r t  r e f o r m  
w i l l  lead to is the v i c t i m i z i n g  of  th e v i c t i m  by t a k i n g  a w a y  
his r i g h t s  to be  a d e q u a t e l y  c o m p e n s a t e d .  W e  fe e l t h a t  is an 
o u t r a g e o u s  a t t e m p t  at takir.g the r i g h t s  a w a y  f r o m  th e p e o p l e  of 
A l a s k a  w h o  h a v e  not  b e e n  a d e q u a t e l y  i n f o r m e d .
If they  had  b e e n  i n f o r m e d ,  th e y w o u l d  no t a l l o w  s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n  
to be p a ss ed , s i n c e  it not o n l y  i m p a c t s  th e i n d i v i d u a l s  t od ay  
but p e o p l e  w h o  m i g h t  b e c o m e  i n j u r e d  in th e  fut ur e.
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P r i n t  o r  t y p e  name
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V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  # , if k n o w n



/ x /  Check  i f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r
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S i g n a t u r e  v J U  P r i n t  o r
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A d d r e s s  
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/ u / /  Check  i f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r
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/__ /  Check i f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r
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nP r i n t  o r  t y p e  name
^  ( t f ' C ' j p A ~ 3 A '

A d d r e s s  ' ( /

/  ',// Check  i f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r

/ 1 M
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/ 1 / C h e c k  if r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r
V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  £ , if k n o w n



I

S i g n a t u r e
0  S c6 ~ <LX\ i t

P r i n t  o r  t y p e  name 

A d d r e s s

/ ___/  Check  i f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r A-
V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  # , i f  known

Z f A c J c

P r i n t  o r  t y p e  name
P.O. /n$io'6 At/c. ftaC77S//
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/  Check  i f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r
V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  # ,  i f  known 

: i n t  o r  t y p e  name (■ '  ,P r i r i t  o r  t y p e  

A d d r e s s
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/  Check  i f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  ____________________________ _______________
V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  # ,  i f  known

( //£ &  M A - fc y j
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S i g n a t u r e

U
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V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  # ,  i f  known



'C w  O .  C  (  A/V/
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/
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c

S i g n a t u r e
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. / ■ ■ X  î c k e d t____________________
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A d d r e s s
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P r i n t  or type  n a m e
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 ......................................
V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  #, if k n o w n

/?9
P r i n t  or ty pe  n a m e

O ^ t  T c i r / ^  A J c r J t & c c  ^ 9 r / y
A d d r e s s

C h e c k  if r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  o  1 0 - 5 %  ! ci I
V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  § , if k n o w n

0  /.''Is

S i g n a t u r e
- k V  U . - P ' S "  •'

7
/ U w u  , ,  r / z  L e a /  i  / ;  c? (
P r i n t  ot ty pe  n a m e

A  a  <r 3  F L  < - / / c- r  C . m a T

A d d r e s s

/___/ C h e c k  if r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r
V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  #, if k n o w n



/cr~7 C h e c k  if r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r

 -P ( A )t-f,  ~ A _________
P r i n t  or itype n a m e

Z L - l ? 3  / i^) &  4 - ^  I g y  
A d d r e s s

V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  #, if k n o w n

*% »  -X ^ V /  r 7
S i g n a t u r e  P r i n t  or t y p e  n a m e

7^7 fsi SL jrct. /d/><r J
A d d r e s s  . /

v

/7^/ C h e c k  if r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r

L

V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  4 ,  T F  k n o w n

L / o j ' & s & s *   j / W
S i g n a t u r e  P r i n t  orf t y p e  n a m e

L u A ' S f / h  ^

/__ / C h e c k  if r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r

A d d r e s s
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V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  #, if k n o w n
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A d d r e s s

J  /  Check  i f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r
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y ^ 6  *7? ."'X ^  v c// L O ' i ^  ̂
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V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  #, if k n o w n
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A d d r e s s
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iS U S A N  P. B E H L K E  
P O N A L O  G. B I R C K  •  * 
W I L L I A M  H. 0 I T T N  £ R  *  • 
K A T H R Y N  A .  B L A C K
---------------------C A R M A N  • •

. C N O M S K I  •  • 
D I L L O N  

_  _ N  N
E R I C  A E I S E N  * ♦  
J O S E P H  W. E V A N S  •  •  
W I L L I A M  W. G A R N E R  • 
J O H N  W. G R I G G S  *  * 
R I C H A R D  G M A G G A R T  
B R U C E  E .  H O R T O N
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C A R O L  J O H N S O N  < 
M A R C  W. J U N E
P A M E L A  R. K E l  LEY 
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S T A N L E Y  T. L E W IS  
J E F F R E Y  B .  L O W E N F E L S  •  •  
J E F F R E Y  M. M I L L E R  * 
J A M E S  T. M U L H A L L  
L A W R E N C E  Z  O S T R O V S K Y  
M I C H A E L  J .  P A R I S E  
S U Z A N N E  C .  P E S f l N G E R  • • 
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‘  "  D D  S I M P S O N

E N  F. S O R E N S E N  
_ _ H A N  K. 7 I L L I N G H A S T  
O A N I E L  W. W E S T E R B U R G  
T. H E N R Y  W I L S O N

LAW OFFICES
B i r c h , H o r t o n , B i t t n e r , P e s  f i n g e r  a n d  A n d e r s o n

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

1127 WEST SEVENTH AVENUE
A n c h o r a g e .  A l a s k a  99501
TELEPHONE(9 0 7 )  2 7 0 - 1 3 3 0  

TELECOPIER ( 9 0 7 )  2 7 0 - 2 8 2 2  
TELEX 2 5 - 3 5 0

W r i t e r ' s  D i r e c t  D i a l  N o .  
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

P. 0. B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R e :  I n s u r a n c e  C r i s i s  L e g i s l a t i o n

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i l l e r :

W h i l e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  b e  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  t o  d o  

" s o m e t h i n g " ,  I s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  t h a t  a  p a t c h w o r k  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  

a r e  n o t  h u r r i e d l y  g r a f t e d  i n t o  t h e  s o m e w h a t  d e l i c a t e l y  

b a l a n c e d  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  T h e  i m m e d i a t e  p r o b l e m  

f a c i n g  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  t h e  h i g h  p r i c e  o r  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  

o f  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  f o r  s o m e  A l a s k a  b u s i n e s s e s .  T h e  

i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  w i l l  n o t  a g r e e  t o  l o w e r  r a t e s  o r  t o  m a k e  

i n s u r a n c e  m o r e  a v a i l a b l e  e v e n  i f  t h e  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  i s  

c h a n g e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  d o  n o t  h e l p  t h e  i m m e d i ­

a t e  p r o b l e m ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  l o t  o f  s e n s e  i n  r u s h i n g  t o  

m a k e  t h e  c h a n g e s  s i n c e  t h e y  w i l l  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  A l a s k a n s '  

r i g h t s  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  n o t h i n g .

I d o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y  s h o u l d  b e  

s c r u t i n i z e d .  I r e a d  \n t h e  S u n d a y  A n c h o r a g e  p a p e r  t h a t  a 

s p o k e s m a n  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h a t  t h e  i n s u r e r s  m a k e  a  p r o f i t  i n  

A l a s k a .  I t  i s  h a r d  f o r  m e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  

a  f r e e  m a r k e t  w e r e  a t  w o r k ,  t r u l y  c o m p e t i n g  i n s u r e r s  w o u l d  

r a i s e  t h e i r  p r i c e s  s k y  h i g h  w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  a l r e a d y  m a k i n g  a 

p r o f i t  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  c o m p e t i t o r s  s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s .

S i n c e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  b u s i n e s s  i n  A l a s k a  h a s  b e e n  

p r o f i t a b l e  e v e n  a t  p r e - c r i s i s  r a t e s ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  S t a t e  

s h o u l d  g e t  i n t o  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  b u s i n e s s  a t  l e a s t  t e m p o r a r i l y  

a s  a  m e a n s  o f  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  p r o b l e m .  O t h e r  

i d e a s  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  a r t i c l e s  a t t a c h e d .  I n



a n y  e v e n t ,  I w o u l d  u r g e  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  a n d  p r i m a r y  t h r u s t  

o f  a n y  a c t i o n  b e  o n  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y  s i n c e  t h i s  i s  t h e  

o n l y  w a y  t o  u n t a n g l e  a n d  g a i n  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  

i m m e d i a t e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o r  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f

i n s u r a n c e  w h i c h ,  a g a i n ,  w i l l  n o t  b e  s o l v e d  b y  c h a n g i n g  t h e  

c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  e v e n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  i n s u r e r s .

S o m e  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c i v i l  j u s t i c e

s y s t e m  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  m a y  h a v e  s o m e  m e r i t ,  o t h e r s  m a k e  a

s h a m b l e s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m  a n d  t h e  v a l u e s  o n  w h i c h  i t  

i s  b a s e d .  I w o u l d  u r g e  t h a t  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  

b e  m a d e  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  l a w  s o  t h a t  i f  

c h a n g e s  a r e  m a d e  w e  e n d  u p  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  b a l a n c e d ,  c o n s i s ­

t e n t  e n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  p a t c h w o r k .  T w o  e x a m ­

p l e s :

1. N o n - b i n d i n g  a r b i t r a t i o n  o f  c l a i m s  u n d e r

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h i s  c o u l d  b e  b e n e f i c i a l .  M a n y  s u c h  c a s e s  s e t t l e  

a n y w a y ,  a n d  I w o n d e r  w h a t  t h e  c o s t  w o u l d  b e .

2. C h a n g i n g  t h e  l a w  o f  j o i n t  a n d  s e v e r a l  l i a b i l ­

i t y .  T h i s  s u b j e c t  c a n  b e  q u i t e  i n t r i c a t e  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  

m a n y  f a c t  v a r i a t i o n s  t h a t  c a n  b e  p r e s e n t e d .  B a s i c a l l y ,  i t  

a d d r e s s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h a t  h a p p e n s  w h e n  t h e  a c t s  o f  t w o  

o r  m o r e  w r o n g d o e r s  c o m b i n e  t o  p r o d u c e  o n e  i n j u r y  t o  a 

p e r s o n .  U n d e r  t h e  t o r t  l a w  o f  n e g l i g e n c e ,  n o  w r o n g d o e r  i s  

l i a b l e  f o r  i n j u r y  u n l e s s  h i s  w r o n g f u l  a c t s  w e r e  a " s u b s t a n ­

t i a l  f a c t o r "  i n  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  t h e  i n j u r y  a n d  " b u t  f o r "  h i s  

a c t s ,  t h e  i n j u r y  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d .  P e r h a p s  i n  v i e w  

o f  t h i s ,  i t  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  t h e  l a w  e v e r y w h e r e  i n  t h i s  c o u n ­

t r y ,  a n n  I t h i n k  e l s e w h e r e ,  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  a n  i n j u r e d  p e r s o n  

c a n  o n l y  c o l l e c t  o n c e  f o r  h i s  i n j u r y ,  h e  c a n  c o l l e c t  f r o m  

e i t h e r  o f  t h e  w r o n g d o e r s  w h o s e  a c t s  w e r e  a  " s u b s t a n t i a l  

f a c t o r "  i n  c a u s i n g  h i s  i n j u r y  a n d  " b u t  f o r "  w h o s e  n e g l i g e n c e  

h i s  i n j u r y  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d .  T h e  l a w  o f  " c o n t r i b u ­

t i o n "  a n d  " i n d e m n i t y "  t h e n  p e r m i t  t h e  w r o n g d o e r s  t o  a d j u s t  

t h e  l o s s  b e t w e e n  t h e m s e l v e s .

T h e  i n t r i c a c i e s  a n d  p o s s i b l e  f a c t u a l  v a r i a t i o n s  

w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t  h a v e  b e e n  c a r e f u l l y  a n a l y z e d  b y  

t h e  n a t i o n a l  p r o m u l g a t o r  o f  U n i f o r m  L a w s  f o r  a l l  s t a t e s ,  a n d  

t h e y  c a m e  u p  w i t h  a  u n i f o r m  l a w  d e s i g n e d  t o  o p e r a t e  f a i r l y  

i n  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  o f  f a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  c a n  a r i s e .  

T h i s  h a s  b e e n  i n  e f f e c t  i n  A l a s k a  s i n c e  1 9 7 0 ,  A . S .  0 9 . 1 6 .



#

I w o u l d  u r g e  c a r e f u l  s t u d y  b e f o r e  t r y i n g  t o  c h a n g e

t h e s e  l a w s .  T h e  p r o p o s a l s  I h a v e  s e e n  a p p e a r  i l l  c o n ­

c e i v e d  .

O t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  m a n d a t o r y  p a y m e n t s  o v e r  

t i m e  ( w h i c h  a r e  o f t e n  e m p l o y e d  a n y w a y  n o w  w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e )  

w o u l d  n o t  a f f e c t  i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s  a n d  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  r e q u i r e  

a  b i g g e r  b u r e a u c r a c y  t o  a d m i n i s t e r .

T h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  i s s u e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

L l o y d  V. A n d e r s o n

L V A :d w



A p r i l  16 ,  1 9 8 6

A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

M y  n a m e  i s  P a u l  A n d r e w s .  I l i v e  i n  C h e v a k ,  A l a s k a ,  

a n d  I w a s  a  p a s s e n g e r  o n  a  H e r m a n s  A i r  p l a n e  t h a t  c r a s h e d  n e a r

B e t h e l  l a s t  N o v e m b e r .  M y  l e g  i s  s t i l l  i n  a c a s t  a n d  m y  b a c k

h u r t s  a l l  t h e  t i m e  b e c a u s e  I h a v e  c r u s h e d  v e r t e b r a e .  I l i v e  

b a s i c a l l y  a  s u b s i s t e n c e  l i f e s t y l e ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  f i n d i n g  w o r k  f o r  

w a g e s .  I h a v e n ' t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  w o r k  o r  t o  h u n t  o r  f i s h  l i k e  I 

u s u a l l y  d o  a n d  I d o n ' t  k n o w  i f  o r  w h e n  I w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  g e t  b a c k  

t o  i t .  M y  c l a i m  f o r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  m y  i n j u r i e s  i s  p e n d i n g .

M y  a t t o r n e y  t o l d  m e  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  a  b i l l  t o  l i m i t  

m y  p o s s i b l e  r e c o v e r y .  A  p r o v i s i o n  l i m i t i n g  n o n - e c o n o m i c  

d a m a g e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  i t  l i m i t e d  t h e m  t o  2 5 1 o f  e c o n o m i c

d a m a g e s ,  w o u l d  b e  e s p e c i a l l y  h a r d  o n  m e  b e c a u s e  I d o  n o t  e a r n  b i g

w a g e s  a n d  m o s t  o f  m y  d a m a g e  i s  " n o n - e c o m o n i c " .

P l e a s e  d o n ' t  l i m i t  m y  r i g h t s  t o  s e e k  c o m p e n s a t i o n  a n d  

j u s t i c e .  I f  y o u  d o ,  a l l  r u r a l  A l a s k a n s  w h o  w i l l  b e  i n j u r e d  in 

t h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  h u r t .

S i n c e r e l y ,

P a u l  A n d r e w s
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April 14, 1986

H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  N a v a r r e

Cha ir m a n ,  L abor and  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

A l a s k a  H ouse of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

P. 0. Box V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Re: The I n s u r a n c e  C r i s i s  and Tort Ref o r m  

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Navarre:

I hav e  p r a c t i c e d  i i n  J u n e a u  s in c e  1969, am a former A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  

G e n e r a ] , former J u n e a u  C i t y  Att o rn e y ,  and have a m o de s t  but r e s p e c t a b l e  

p r actice. O v e r  th3 ye a r s  I h a v e  h a n d l e d  a fair share of p e rs o n a l  in ju r y  and a 

n u m b e r  of w r o n g f u l  d e a t h  cases for the vict i m s  and f a mi l i e s  of v i c t i m s  of 

ne g l i g e n ce .  I h a v e  no a x  to g rind b e c a u s e  for the past y e a r  I hav e  bee n  g e a r i n g  

do w n  to an e v e n  m o r e  rela x e d practice, w h i c h  ob v i o u s l y  d o e s  not i n c l u d e  a h e a v y 

l i t i g a t i o n  sc h edule. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I speak out s t r o n g l y  a g a i ns t  l e g i s l a t i o n  

w h i c h  w o u l d  c r e a t e  a s p e c i a l  c l a ss  of p e o p l e  to be d i s c r i m i n a t e d  against: the 

v i c t i m  of n e g l i g e n c e .

As I w r o t e  to Rep. M i k e  M i l l e r  a wh i l e  ago, w h e n  you  c o n s i d e r  the many 

i deas afoot to a l l e v i a t e  the i n s u r a n c e  crises, pause for a mo m e nt  or two. In 

the life of a l e g i s l a t o r  m an y  g r o u p s  seek exemption. It m a y  be from bu d g e t 

cuts, fro m  t axes or the a p p l i c a t i o n  of some law, r ul e  or r e g ul a t i o n .  T h e s e  

reque s t s  for s p e ci a l  tre a t m e n t  i n v a r i a b l y  invo l v e  money. Th e  b u r d e n  of one 

m a n ’s e x e m p t i o n  is u s u a l l y  sh a r e d  b y  all wh o  pa y  taxes an d  is sp r e a d  evenly.

Tort r e f o r m  is d i f fe r e n t .  It c alls for paym e n t  b y  a c lass w h i c h  a l r e a d y  

c a r r i e s  s p e c i - 1  burdens.

T h e s e  A l a s k a n s  ar e a s t r a n g e  and piti f u l  lot. T h e y  are the b r a i n - i n j u r e d  

c h i l d r e n  s t r u c k  b y  aut o m ob i l e s ;  the h e l p l e s s  p a s s e n g e r s  in the a i r p l a n e s  that 

sh o u l d  not h a v e  t aken off that day; the pr e g n a n t  wo m e n  w h o s e  lives ha v e  perh a p s 

been j e o p a r d i z e d  by i n c o m p e t e n t  d o c tors; they are the m a i m e d ,  the scarred, the 

blin l e d  and the c r ippled. Include, also, in this g r o u p  the s u r v i v o r s  of those 

who w ere k i l l e d  by acts o f n e g l i g e n c e . [1] Of all the p e o p l e  in s o c i e t y  w ho  

o u g h t N O T  to be m a d e  to s h o u l d e r  the b u r d e n  of h e l p i n g  the i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y 

out of the d o l dr u m s ,  it is these s u r v i v o r s  and these i n j u r e d  w h o m  a jury has 

found e n t i t l e d  to recover.

1 . I not e  that d a m a g e s  for the n e g l i g e n t  k i l l i ng  of a p e r s o n  with ou t  d e p e n d e n t s  

w o u l d  be l i m i t e d  to $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  b y  the r e f o r m  coalition. W h y  d o n ’t they sa y  what  

they m ean? T h e y  m e a n  that $25,0 0 0  is the m a x i m u m  p a y m e n t  for a c h i l d  killed by 

a d r u n k  driver. (T h a t .-’ • les3 than s ome p e o p l e  pay for/ car, a boa t  or even a 

horse.) \ V .



•  •

T o d a y  it is d o c t o r s  who w o u l d  de n y  the v i c t i m  full c o m p e n s a t i o n .  But 

d o c t o r s  are not the first nor will they be the last to s e e k  e m a s c u l a t i o n  of the 

legal s y s t e m  as a "q u ic k  fix." Ski areas, a ir c r a f t  o w n e r s / o p e r a t o r s ,  

m a n u f a c t u r e r s  of d e f e c t i v e  p r o d u c t s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  e n t i t i t i e s — t hese are e x a m p l e s  

of o t h e r s  w h o  s eek to limit their own liab i li t y .  The one w h o  will pa y  for that 

f a v o r e d  t r e a t m e n t is the f a c e l e s s  victim. I say " f a c e l e s s "  b e c a u se  we are 

s p e a k i n g  of the child, w om a n  or m a n  w h o  doe s  not k n o w  that t o m o r r o w  he or she 

will be c h o s e n  for tragedy. T o m o r r o w ' s  v i c t i m s  are v er y  real. T h e y  are as real 

as the awful n u m b e r s  w h i c h  m e a s u r e  the carnage. Since they h a v e  not yet b e e n  

inju r e d  they cannot v ery well o r g a n i z e  int o  a c i t i z e n’s coali t i o n .

Th e  q u e s t i o n  yo u  face is this: W ill fu t u r e m a i m e d  and i n j u r e d  A l a s k a n s  be 

m a d e  to pay, out of their c o m p e n s a t i o n  for injury, the cost of r e d u c i n g  

i n s u r a n c e  p r e m i u m s ?

W e a l t h y  p l a i n t i f fs '  firms are rare. W e a l t h y  d e f e n s e  firms are well known 

in e v e r y  m a j o r  c i t y  in the State. T h e  i n s u r a n c e  la w y e r  is p a i d  w h e n  h e  wins  and 

he is pai d  w h e n  he loses. T h e  P l a i n t i f f ' s  la wy e r  is o n l y  p a i d  w h e n  he wins. 

Th e  r e a s o n  is simple: his c l i e n t s  ca n n o t  a f f o r d  h o u r l y  fees. It is o f t e n  h a r d  

to find a lawyer w h o  will ac ce p t  m a n y  of these c a s e s — e v e n  at a 3 3 - 1 / 3 %  

c o n t i n g e n t  fee. T h e c o a l i t i o n  w o u l d  r e d u c e  that fee e ven further. What a

st r o k e  of genius! It not o n l y  s t r i k e s  a f a v o r i t e  target, the lawyer, but in so 

d o i n g  it als o  d e p r i v e s  the v i c t i m  of r ep r e s e n t a t i o n .

I don't sa y  there is no i n s u r a n c e  problem. T h e r e  s u r e l y  is and for that 

re a s o n  all s u g g e s t i o n s  s h o u l a  be c a r e f u l l y  c o n s i d e r e d — all bu t  one, that is. 

Yo u  s h o u l d  re j e c t out of h and the c o a l i t i o n’s plans to u n d e r m i n e  the co m m o n  law 

tort system. Y ou  s h o u l d  s t e a d f a s t l y  r e f u s e  to cr ea t e  a c la s s  of A l a s k a n s  w hose 

a b i l i t y  to h ire a g o o d  la w y e r  is c o m p r o m i s e d .  You sh o u l d  v o t e  "no" on

l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  s u b s t i t u t e  the j u d g m e n t of the l e g i s l a t u r e  for the 

v e r d i c t  of a jury as to what is fai r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  in a ny  g i v e n  s i tuation.

Th e  kind of " r e f o r m"  I h a v e  b e e n  h e a r i n g  about w o u l d  be a h i g h  p rice to pay 

for the p u r p o s e  of r e s t o r i n g  p r o f i t a b i l i t y  to an i n d u s t r y  w h o s e  et h i c s  (as well

as profits) a r e  in great doubt. I e n c l o s e  a s a m p l i n g  of " t w i c e  told tales."

T h e s e  are some fa v o r i t e s  of the news m e d i a — the Paul H a r v e y ' s  of the world. 

P l e a s e  take a few m i n u t e s  tc r e v i e w  the "rest of the s t o r y "  b e h i n d  these 

d i s t o r t i o n s .  T h a n k  you.

V e r y  t r u l y  yours,

D O U G L A S  L. G RE G G

E n c l o s u r e s

D L G : l b

( t



1  I I I  I  JJ\ J L g L M L

JNSEL

uad”
eeting in Orlan- 
lan made it dear 
o f  A T I  A  must 
quad”  i f  we’ re 
the American 

: o f  The Adv^~ 
i you can use as 
I to correct the

.ipen a popu la r 
r story about an 
'■as outrageous, 

give. But the 
those additional 
ous”  cases ones 
is been genuine* 
^pressed their 

lie plaintiff, 
litional facts in
0  that you can 
when there are

.•ou the facts on
1 it till the truth

■re at headquar- 
a f f  o f  the Pub- 
king constantly 
t the truth, and 
be seeing more 
rmation in The
mation we give 
mation on the 
y. Some o f  ou r 
riling letters to 
ips and schools 
do, learning the 
ublic. But some 
tve to put our 
arc.
' )  iu  run across 
d we’ ll check it 
mnd an answer 
l us know so we

I is an in fo rm a­
n t  trying to ex- 
ey’ re locked in 
h can make all 
md misconcep- 
crosion o f  our 
ion we’ re fight- 
and our future 
own rights as 

j f  equal justice 
in.
ke A TLA  can’ t 
utility that you 
i only be at fu ll 
, i f every single 
I works daily to 
muling on you. 
you. And the 

iting on you. ■

The Facts Behind 
the Horror Stories
'T ;l i

i r
h i * -
ii

< ? n i
i - i i
in*—
O I*'

c*
r j  J O ' N

<J r~  
l A l  O 'X  f
r <r lu 
o _ j i n  uj
t -  V '. i -
0 :3 0 *«
O  O K I  Z3 
' Or- 00

he insurance companies, which op- 
Ipose injured Americans’ right to a 
ju ry  trial, try to ridicule juries by 
parading before the ned ia  the same 
6 o r  7 stories o f  wha' they call “ out­

rageous verdicts.”  Some o f  these cases are 6. 
7, o r  10 years o ld and have nothing to do with 
the truly outrageous premiums sought by the 
insurers today.

Nevertheless, insurers tell the tales to mislead 
the public into believing that juries give huge 
sums to undeserving victims and that this is 
driving up the cost o f  insurance.

Except fo r  the injuries to the victims, close 
examination shows, there is nothing horrib le 
about these " h o r r o r ; ‘ ories.”  Here are the anec­
dotes . . . and the facts.

TIIE  PERFUME AND .
THE CANDLE

Among those citi 'g this case is Victor 
Schwartz, chief lobbyist in Washington, D .C . ,  
fo r  corporate and insurance interests. On the 
network news show “ Nightline,”  Schwartz said 
recently: “ A woman in Mary land recovered 
money when perfume was poured on a lit 
candle.”

The Fu ll Facts: First o f  a ll , Schwartz ne­
glected to tell viewers that this case was deciaed 
10 years ago and has nothing to do \. .th today’s 
issues. Second, the final award to the p laintiff 
was about $30,000, hardly enough to break an 
industry with ? ..sets o f  more than $207 billion. 
Third, the perfume was not poured on a lighted 
candle.

Nancy Moran , 15, was visiting a friend o f  
the same age. There was a Christmas candle 
burning in a saucer. T o  give the candle fra ­
grance, the friend poured cologne from  a drip 
bottle into the saucer, not on the flame. The 
heat o f  the flame ignited the vapors rising from  
the cologne. The burning vapors torched the 
perfume in the saucer, causing it to explode into 
flame. Ms. M oran was seriously burned.

The ju ry  verdict in Moran  v. Faberge, Inc. 
was upheld in 1975 by the Maryland Court o f  
Appeals, which ruled that the defendant knew 
o r had reason to know that the cologne might 
come close enough to a flame to explode. The 
same product, sold in a spray bottle, contained 
a warning not to use it near a flame. A  woman 
applying the cologne could experience the same 
result if she were to light a cigarette.

Had the plaintiff poured the cologne directly 
on the (lame, there would have been no case, 
said Martin Freeman o f  Bethesda, M d ., who 
handled the case. His number is (301) 951-1610.

THE REFRIGERATOR AND 
THE BODY BUILDER

Forbes Magazine in a July 1985 article and 
syndicated columnist Ernest Conine last N ov ­
ember, among others, have cited the case o f  th 
“ 41-year-old body builder [who] entered a fc 
race with a refrigerator strapped to his back to 
prove his prowess. During the race, he alleged, 
one o f  the straps came loose and the man was

hurt. He sued everyone in sight, including the 
maker o f  the strap. Jury award: $1 m ill ion .”  
The quote is f rom  Forbes.

The Full Facts: The recitation o f  this 8-year- 
o ld accident is w .ong on several counts, in 
Colombo v. Trans World International, the 
plaintiff, Franco Co lu rnbo, was a world- 
champion body builder. In 1976, he won the 
“ M r. O lympia ”  contest. In 1977, he agreed to 
participate in a television show, “ The W o r ld ’ s 
Strongest M an ,”  produced by Trans W o r ld  In ­
ternational Corporation and aired on CBS tel­
evision. The other defendants were M C A , the 
parent company o f  Universal Studios, where 
the event occurred, and Zuver Fitness Center, 
Inc., the manufacturer o f  the equipment used 
by the plaintiff.

The event was to have 10 participants, all- 
well-known athletes, competing in “ o ff-beat" 
contests. One event was a re frigerator race. 
Each contestant was to walk o r run 40 yards 
with a 400-pound refrigerator on his back.

Before the event, each contestant was given 
a written contract guaranteeing that all the 
equipment had been tested fo r  safety. Zuver 
Fitness Center developed the coniests and pre­
pared the equipment.

M r. Co lu rnbo was in the first o f  five heats. 
A ll the other contestants were more than 6' 
tall; M r. Co lu rnbo is 5 ' 6 "  tall, and all the 
defendants knew that fact. A fte r he had run 
7 or 8 yards, he fellWhen the rack to which the 
refrigerator was attached struck the ground. 
Fo r someone o f  his height to lift the rack and 
refrigerator o f f  the ground, M r. Co lurnbo had 
to bend fo rward deeply. This caused his cen­
ter o f  gravity to be thrown o f f ,  and he co l­
lapsed. He suffered a total knee displacement. 
His injuries required extensive surgery.

At the trial, the chief engineer fo r  Zuver ad- 
n itted that ( I )  the equipment had never been 
tested by anyone M r. C o lum bo ’s size, (2 ) the 
ec uipment had never been tested by anyone 
wno had run with it, and (3) he had told Trans 
W or ld  offic ia ls that he d idn ’ t think the equip­
ment o r  the race itself was safe. O ther experts 
testified that it was nor. humanly possible to do 
what was expected in the contest. (A fte r  M r. 
C o lum bo ’ s fa ll , all the other contestants 
walked the race.)

In 1982, a Los Angeles ju ry  awarded 
S1,036,760 and Trans W or ld  settled fo r  $1 mil­
lion. The company was nol insured, so this 
amount had no effect on insurance premiums. 
And the p la in t i f f never alleged that the strap 
broke; in fact, the maker o f  the strap was not 
sued. A ttorney George Royec o f  Los Angeles 
represented the p la intiff . His number is (213) 
>52-7868.

THE HOT-AIR BALLOON AND 
THE LAUNDRY

Forbes, in its Ju ly 1985 article decrying the 
so-called current liability crisis, gave this ex-

itinimiicU on puye 2



•More Facts . . .
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ample of "absurdly generous awards: 
Two Maryland men decided to dry 
their hot-air balloon in a commercial 
laundry dryer. It exploded, injuring 
them. They won S885.000 in 
damages from American Laundry 
Machinery, which manufactured the 
dryer." T l,is tale is repeated, virtually 
word for word, in many places.

The Full Facts: Horan v. Ameri­
can Laundry Machinery Industries 
was decided in 1979. Mr. Horan 
owned a 60-foot, nylon, hot-air bal­
loon used by his advertising agency. 
When it became extremely muddy, 
he tool, it to a friend in the laundry 
business, who advised him that his 
equipment was too small to launder 
the bai’oon. They then went to a lo­
cal ho. pital, where the equipment 
was designed for industrial purposes, 
and began to launder the balloon. 
The laundry extractor began to vi­
brate violently, causing it to blow up.

Mr. Horan was badly injured; his 
friend’s hand was nearly severed, re­
quiring microsurgery at Johns Hop­
kins Hospital. At the trial, it was 
proved that the company had a pat­
ent on a device that would have au­
tomatically stopped the machine if it 
vibrated excessively. Nevertheless, 
evidence revealed, the company had 
decided before the accident not to in­
stall the device.

A Baltimore jury awarded 
$1,26  ̂ J00 to the two men. Samuel
O. Jackson, Jr., now retired, rep­
resented the plaintiff. The phone 
number for Mr. Jackson’s firm is 
(301) 539-6633.

THE HORSE AND 
THE PINTO

In a speech last December, 
Richard Willard, assistant attorney 
general for the Civil Division, U.S. 
Department of Justice, told his au-

ience a story repeated in many 
quarters.

“ An Oregon jury awarded S I.5 
million in damages to the estate of a 
woman who was killed when a horse 
fell through the roof of her 1980 Ford 
Pinto. The horse had been spooked 
by wolves or coyotes and broke 
through a triple-strand, barbed-wire 
fence onto the highway. The horse 
was hit head-or by the woman’s car, 
was knocked into the air, .- nd fell 
down onto the hood and roof of the 
car. Although Tord argued that the 
accident was a ‘one in a million ac­
cident,’ and that no car could ever 
withstand the impact of a horse, the 
jury found Ford liable."

The Full Facts: In Green v. Ford 
Motor, Co., a Portland, Oregon, 
jury found Ford liable because of 
weakness in the design of the Pinto's 
roof. In 1982, Mr. Green was driv­
ing his 20-ycar-old wife and their 
newborn baby home from the hospi­
tal when a horse stepped into the 
road. The car hit the horse. The ani­
mal slid across the windshield and 
roof. The roof collapsed. Mrs. Green 
was struck in the temple and killed.

The National Transportation Safe­
ly Board requires that a vehicle with­
stand 5,000 pounds on impact from 
a rollover, which is close to what hap­
pened to the Greens’ car. A simula­
tion of the accident proved that the 
Pinto could withstand only 3,800 
pounds. Furthermore, Ford employ­
ees testified, records of vehicles that 
had failed safety tests had been de­
stroyed.

In addition, Oregon records show, 
a hort. • is involved in an automobile 
accident there every three days. So, 
this is hardly a "one in a million ac­
cident." Most important, however, 
the car should have been able to with­
stand the impact of the accident. Mil­
lions of people depend on the 
crashworthiness of their cars.

In June 1985, a jury brought a ver­
dict of S I.5 million against Ford.

New “ M ” Club Mem’ - r»

Perry Abernethy Thomas Guelzow Stuart Pearlman
George Adelo Fredd Haas Stephan Peskin
George Andreos Michael Haines Scott Peters
William Anton Joan Harlan Thomas Popejoy
David Archuleta John Harlin, Jr . Terence R . Quinn
Patrick Armstrong Thomas Hart III Drew Ranier
Jeffrey Baker l ex Hawkins Thomas Reavely
William Ball James P. Hayes Gordon Reisell
Carl Barbier Arthur lied berg Charles Reynolds
David Baum Jim  Heslet John Riccolo
Richard Beliles William Hicks Peter Riley
Victor Bergman Albert Hofeld James Roach
Thomas J . Bice J . Roy Holliday John James Rojan
M. Gene Blackburn Bill Hoppe Carol Russo
Richard Bosson Dennis llummell J . Nicholas Russo
Richard Breen Mark Humphrey Benito Sanchez
Joe Bufogle Dwight James Michael Sanchez
Kenneth Butters Leo Kelly J . Bryan Schulte
Michael Callen Jan Kleinman Michael Sciorlino
Patrick Carr John Kujawsk; Mitchell Shamus
Patrick Casey Gary Lane William Shelton
Jane Ann Cobh Joe I.anan Robert A . Slattery
A . J .  Cone Bill Lawrence Daniel Spellman
Roxanne Conlin Mike Lawler Martin Spellman
James Conrady James Lawyer Frank Spring
Sharon Corbitt Verne Lawyer Betsy Ann Stewart
Thomas Craw lord Alan L.cibson l arry Stewart
Nick Critelli Robert Leonard Loof Strand
Richard Crollet Harvey Lewis Lorenzo Tapia
Paul Cronin Robert Loltmun Tito Trevino
Charles Currier Marjon 1 otiis J . Mont joy Trimble
T . A . Deiuetrio Peter Mnllery Ronald VanAmbcig
1 . 1 * liliM' •SI.m Maloti Belle Velde

*  lias appealed. The plaintiffs at­
torney is J. T . Baiseh of Portland. 
His number is (503) 226-3232.

THE DRUNK DRIVER AND
THE PHONE BOOTH

The Wall Street Journal, in a De­
cember 1985 editorial, said, "A man 
is injured when a drunk driver 
crashed into a telephone booth and 
California Chief Justice Rose Bird 
rules that the company that designed 
the booth is liable." (Willard also has 
cited this case.)

The Full Facts: In Bigbee v. Pacific 
Telephone and Telegn. )h Co., Chic 
Justice Bird, along with live of the« . 
other justices on the California Su­
preme Court, ruled in 1983 that the 
issue of liability in this case should be 
decided by a jury. A summary judg­
ment had been granted to the defen­
dant by the Los Angeles Cou..iy 
Superior Court, and the Supreme 
Court was simply sending the case 
back to the lower court for trial. Bird 
wrote for the majority. “ Where a tel­
ephone booth, which is difficult to 
exit, is placed 15 feet from such a 
thoroughfare, the risk that it might 
be struck by a car veering off the 
street, thereby causing injury to a 
person trapped within it, cannot be 
said to be unforeseeable as a matter 
of law."

The booth, which had been hit at 
least once before, was “ difficult to 
exit," because its door was jammed, 
and the plaintiff was unable to flee 
the booth when he saw the drunk 
driver bearing down on him. The sev­
enth justice, incidentally, while dis­
senting in part, wrote that the 
summary judgment was “ properly 
reversed” on the question of the 
jammed door. This case, although 
sent back to the lower court in 1983, 
never went to trial. A settlement in 
this 1974 accident was reached, but 
attorneys for both sides are under a 
court order—requested by the de­
fendant—not to discuss the amount. 
The plaintiff’s attorney is Thomas 
Cacciatore of Los Angehs. His num­
ber is (213) 380-6330.

THE BURGLAR AND 
THE SKYLIGHT

The Wall Street Journal editorial 
stated, "An insurance company is or­
dered to pay S260.000 plus $ 1,500 a 
month to a plaintiff when he fell 
through a skylight while burgling a 
school. ’’

The Full Facts: The insurance 
company in Bodeine v. Enterprise 
High School District was not crd-.ed 
to pay anything; the case was settled. 
The man involved, Rick Bodeine, 19, 
had graduated from the high school 
in 1981. In 1982, as a lark, he and 
two friends tried to take a floodlight 
from the roof of the school to light
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T O R T  R E T O R T

T h i s  is in r e f e r o n c c  t o  j u s t  o n e  p r o p o s a l  in B r a d  B r a d l e y ' s  

r e p o r t  o n  t o r t  re1 or in. A n c h o r a g e  T i m e s ,  A p r i l  2, 1 9 3 6 .

T h a t  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t o r t  r e f o r m  is, " R e g  u : re t h a  t a 1 a w  s u i t  be

l l i e d  w i t h i n  t w o  / e a r s  of th e  d a t e  o f  the act o r  o m i s s i o n  o n  w h i c h  the

c o m p l a i n t  is b a s e d . "  T h e  p r o p o s a l  l o o k s  g o o d  o n  t he  s u r f a c e  b u t  

t h o u g h t  a n d  h i s t o r y  s h o u l d  t e l l  u s  t h a t  i: is c o u n t e r p r o d u c t i v e .

A b o u t  e i g h t  ,e a r  s a g o  i t scorns th . t m a n y  p e o p l e ,  for t h e i r  o w n

r e a s o n  s , p r c  d d e d t h e 1 e g s .1 a  t u  r e i n t o  r e q u  i r i n g  t h at 1 a w  s u  i t 3 f o  r

m a l p r a c t i c e  b e  t i l e d  w j t h i n  t w o  y e a r s  o f  t h e  a c t  or o m i s s i o n .  S o m e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  3 s o  a d a m a n t  t h a t  t h e  t w o - y e a r  l i m i t  w a s  t he g r ? a l  

c u r e a l 1 t h a t  \ p r o b a b l y  t h o u g h t  o p p o n e n t s  d e s e r v e d  s o m e  

rnal, -'aclice. H o w e v e r ,  it s e e m s  c l e a r  t h a t  if o n e  j u s t  s u s p e c t s  r e c e i p t  

o f  m a l t r e a t m e n t , o n e  w o u l d  be  f o o l i s h  n o t  to f i l e  suit t o  b e  o n  the 

s a f e  s i d e  of a t w o - y e a r  l i m i t .

D o c t o r s  m a y  h a v e  i m p r o v e d  t h e i r  w o r k  h a b i t s  t r e m e n d o u s l y ,  

e l i m i n a t e d  a n y  t h o u g h t  of p a t i e n t s  r, g u  in p igs, arid i m p r o v e d  t h e  

p a t i e n t - d o c t o  a t t i t u d e s ,  b u t  yet,  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n  f a c e d  w i t h  a n  

i n s u r a n c e  r a t e  e m e r g e n c y .

P o s s i b l y  m a n y  o f  the " s a f e  s i d e "  s u i t s  t ha t  a r e  b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  

t h e  t w o  y e a r s  a r e  u p  c o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  f r i v o l o u s ,  b u t  t h e y  m a y  be 
b r o u g h t  to b e a t  the t w o - y e a r  d e a d l i r ?  j u s t  in : a se t h e r e  is a  r e a l  

p r o b l e m  l a t e r .  T h e n  insur une* c o m p a n i e s  p o s s i b l y  s e t t l e  m a n y  o f  the 

" s a f e  s i d e "  s u i t s  o u t  of c o u r t  a n d  p a s s  t h e  l o s s  t o  d o c t o r s  w h o  m u s t  

p a s s  it t o  p a t i e n t s  t h r o u g h  h i g h e r  m e d i c a l  b i l l s .

E v e n  w i t h  a t w o - y e a r  l i m i t ,  s o m e  i n a y \ w o n d e r  if t h e y  s h o u l d  t a k e  

t h e i r  l a w y e r  a l o n g  w h e n  t h e y  v i s i t  a doctor.. M o r s  t i m e  s e e m s  n e c e s s a r y  

f o  r c o  r r e c  i ion, h e a l i n g  a n d  c o  rn p r o rn i s e .. l’t \ m l g h t  m a k e  m o r e  s e n s e  if 
s u i t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  b r o u g h t  u n t i l  a f t e r  t w o  y p a r s !

   “
T w o u l d  g u e s s ,  ihe s i x  o r  m o r e  ye'ars s t a t u t e s  of l i m i t a t i o n  h a d  a 

r e a s o n a b l y  s o u n d  b a s i s  a n d  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  s t i l l  h a v e

S in c i  i e J. y ,
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( 2 0 2 )  6 3 9 - S 8 0 C

W r i t e r ' s  D i r e c t  D i a l  N o  

( 9 0 7 ) 2 6 3 - 7 2 2 5
* 0 .  C . B A R  O N L Y  

* * D . C .  A N D  A L A S K A  B A R  

A L L  O T H E R S  A L A S K A  B A P  O N L YA p r i l  1 5 ,  1 9 8 6

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M .  M i k e  M i l l e r  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

P . O .  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i l l e r :

A  p r o v i s i o n  h a s  b e e n  a m e n d e d  i n t o  C S S  S H B  5 3 2  l i m i t i n g  

" n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s  i n  c i v i l  a c t i o n s  t o  2 5 %  o f  e c o n o m i c  

d a m a g e s .  T h i s  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  d r a s t i c a l l y  a f f e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  

m a n y  A l a s k a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  e s p e c i a l l y  " B u s h "  r e s i d e n t s ,  r e t i r e d  

p e r s o n s ,  n o n - w o r k i n g  h o u s e w i v e s ,  a n d  v i c t i m s  o f  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  

i n j u r i e s  s u c h  a s  D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m s .  I h o p e  y o u  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  

t i m e  t o  r e a d  m y  l e t t e r  t o  S e n a t o r  F a i k s ,  c o p y  a t t a c h e d ,  e x p l a i n ­

i n g  m y  c o n c e r n s .

S i n c e r e l y

B I R C H ,  H O R T O N ,  B I T T N E R  

P E S T I N G E R  A N D  A N D E R S O N

L l o y d  V .  A n d e r s o n

L V A r s b

A t t a c h m e n t



L LO Y D  V. A N D  E H  S O M  « ♦ 
L U A N N  E. B A I L E Y  
S U S A N  P O E H L K E  
R O N A L D  G. Q I P C h  *  • 
W I L L I A M  H. B I T T N E R  • •  
K A T H R Y N  A. B L A C K  
R O D N E Y  3 .  C A R M A N  • •  
J O S E P H  M . C H O M S M * *  
P A U L  L. D I L L O N  
KIM  D U N N  
E R I C  A. E I S E N  •  •
J O S E P H  W. E V A N S  *  •  
W IL L IA M  W. G A R N E R  •
J O H N  W. G R I G G S  •  • 
R I C H A R D  G H A G G A R T  
Q R U C E  E. H O R T O N  
HAL  R. H O R T O N  •  •
C A R O L  J O H N S O N  •  •
MA RC V/. J U N E  
PAMELA R. K E L L E Y  
M IN D Y  R. K O R N B E R G  
GARY R. L E T C H E R  
S T A N L E Y  T. L E W I S  
j e f f - r e y  B .  L O W E N F E L S  •  • 
J E F F R E Y  M. M I L L E R  *  
J A M E S  T. M U L H A L L  
LAW RE NCE  2 .  O S T R O V S K Y  
M I C H A E L  J .  P A R I  S  E 
S U 2 A N N E  c . P E S T I N G E R  •  •  
T IMOTH Y J  P E T U M E N O S  
MARCY M. R E H B E R G E R  •  
M I C H A E L  V. R E U S I N G  
E L I S A B C T H  H. R O S S  •  •
E. B U O O  S I M P S O N  
S T E P H E N  F. S O R E N S E N  
J O N A T H A N  K .  T l L L l N G H A S T  
D A N I E L  V/. W E S T E R B U R G  
T. H E N R Y  W I L S O N

LAW O FF IC ES
B i r c h . H o r t o n . B i t t n e r . P e s t i n g e r  a n d  A n d e r s o n

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

1127 WEST SEVENTH AVENUE
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99501
TELEPHONE(9 0 7 )  2 7 0 * 1 0 5 0  

TELECOPIER ( 0 0 7 )  2 7 0 - 2 8 2 2  
TELEX 2 5 - 3  5 0

W r i t e r ' s  D i r e c t  D i a l  N o ,  

( 907) 2 6 3 - 7 2 2 5

A p r i l  1 5 ,  1 9 8 6

711 G A F F N E Y  R O A D  

F A I R B A N K S .  A L A S K A  9 9 7 0 1  

( 9 0 7 ) 4 5 2 - 1 6 6 6

ONE  SEALASKA P LA ZA .S U » TE  301 

J U N E A U .  A L A S K A  9 9 8 0 1  

( 9 0 7 )  5 B *  2 B 9 0

1155  C O N N E C T I C U T  A V E  . N . W- 

S U IT E  1 2 0 0  

W A S H I N G T O N .  D  C 2 0 0 3 6  

( 2 0 2 )  6 5 9 -  S O C O

•  D. C - B A R  O N L Y  

•  - D . C . A N D  A L A S K A  B A R  

A L L  O T H E R S  A L A S K A  B A R  O N L Y

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a n  F a i k s  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  

P . O .  B o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a i k s :

*1 ■ u i k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  r e s p o n s e  t o  m y  m e s s a g e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

i n s u r a n c e  c r i s e s .  A  n e w  p r o p o s e d  p r o v i s i o n  c a p p i n g  n o n - e c o n o m i c  

d a m a g e s  t o  2 5 %  o f  e c o n o m i c  d a m a g e s  w h i c h  I h a v e  r e c e n t l y  s e e n  a s  

a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  C S S  S H B  5 3 2  p r o m p t s  m e  t c  c o m m e n t  f u r t h e r .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  I i n t e n d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  i s s u e s  y o u  r a i s e d  i n  a 

s e p a r a t e  l e t t e r .

C a p p i n g  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  a w a r d s  h a s  t h e  m o s t  i m p a c t  o n  

t h e  p o o r ,  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  a n d  o t h e r  s u b s i s t e n c e  s t y l e  l i v e r s ,  

n o n - w o r k i n g  h o u s e w i v e s ,  a n d  o n  v i c t i m s  o f  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  

i n j u r y ,  s u c h  a s  D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m s .  J u r i e s  n o w  c a n  e v a l u a t e  

a n d  c o m p e n s a t e  a n  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  a b i l i t y  t o  p u r s u e  

a  s u b s i s t e n c e  l i f e s t y l e .  U n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  w h i c h  c a p s  n o n ­

e c o n o m i c  d a m a g e s  a t  2 5 %  o f  e c o n o m i c  d a m a g e s  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  m a j o r  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  h o w  s i m i l a r l y  i n j u r e d  p e o p l e  a r e  t r e a t e d ,  d e p e n d ­

i n g  o n  t h e i r  l i f e s t y l e s  a n d  w a g e  l e v e l s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a s s u m e  a 

p l a n e  c r a s h e s  d u e  t o  g r o s s  p i l o t  e r r o r .  T h r e e  p a s s e n g e r s  r e c e i v e  

i d e n t i c a l  i n j u r i e s  t o t a l l y  d i s a b l i n g  t h e m  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  

l i v e s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  w o r k ,  p l a y ,  h u n t ,  f i s h ,  o r  f u n c t i o n  

e f f e c t i v e l y .  A l l  h a v e  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n  m e d i c a l  b i l l s .

P a s s e n g e r  1 - A l a s k a  N a t i v e  S u b s i s t e n c e  L i f e s t y l e  - A g e  3 2

L o s t  W a g e s  =  0 

M e d i c a l  B i l l s  =  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  

E c o n o m i c  D a m a g e s  =  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  

N o n - e c o n o m i c  C a p  =  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0

T o t a l  A w a r d  =  $ 1 2 5 , 0 0 0  w i t h  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  h a v i n g  t o  b e  

r e p a i d  t o  A M S



•  •
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P a g e  2

P a s s e n g e r  2 - R e t i r e d  P e r s o n

L o s t  W a g e s  =  0 

M e d i c a l  B i l l s  =  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  

E c o n o m i c  D a m a g e s  =  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  

N o n - e c o n o m i c  C a p  =  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0

T o t a l  A w a r d  =  $ 1 2 5 , 0 0 0  w i t h  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  g o i n g  t o

d o c t o r s  o r  h e a l t h  i n s u r e r

P a s s e n g e r  3 -  N o r t h  S l o p e  W o r k e r  -  A g e  3 2

L o s t  W a g e s  =  $ 7 0 , 0 0 0 / y e a r  t o  a g e  6 5  ( 3 3  y e a r s )  =

$ 2 , 3 1 0 , 0 0 0  

M e d i c a l  B i l l s  =  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  

E c o n o m i c  D a m a g e s  =  £ 2 , 4 1 0 , 0 0 0  

N o n - e c o n o m i c  C a p  =  $ 6 0 2 , 5 0 0

T o t a l  A w a r d  =  $ 3 , 0 1 2 , 5 0 0  w i t h  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  g o i n g  t o  

h e a l t h  i n s u r e r

I a m  o p p o s e d  t o  a c a p  o n  n o n " e c o n o m i c  d a m a g e s  s i n c e  j u r i e s  

f u n c t i o n  e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d  n o n - e c o n o m i c  a w a r d s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

c o m p e n s a t e  s o m e  t y p e s  o f  i n j u r e d  p e o p l e .  F u r t h e r ,  c o u r t s  h a v e  

t h e  p o w e r  t o  r e d u c e  j u r i e s '  a w a r d s ,  a n d  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  i n  

m a n y  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  a w a r d s  o f  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  w e  a l l  h a v e  h e a r d  

a b o u t .  S e e  a t t a c h e d  e x c e r p t .  T h e  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  c h a n g e  a r e  

c o n d u c t i n g  a  w e l l - o r c h e s t r a t e d  c a m p a i g n ,  b u t  ii r e s t s  o n  m i s r e p ­

r e s e n t a t i o n ,  h a l f - t r u t h s  a n d  s e n s a t i o n a l i s m .  A t t a c h e d  i s  a n  

a r t i c l e  a b o u t  t h e  a c t u a l  t r e n d  o f  v e r d i c t s .

C l e a r l y ,  i f  a n y  c a p  w e r e  t o  b e  l e g i s l a t e d ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  a 

u n i f o r m  m o n e t a r y  one., n o t  a  p e r c e n t a g e  c a p  w h i c h  t r e a t s  t h e  p a i n  

a n d  s u f f e r i n g  o f  p e o p l e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  e c o n o m i c  s t r a t a s  d i f ­

f e r e n t l y .  I f  a  c a p  m u s t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d ,  I w o u l d  u r g e  y o u  t o  s e t  

i t  i n  a  m o n e t a r y  a m o u n t  h i g h  e n o u g h  t o  a l l o w  r e a s o n a b l e  c o m p e n ­

s a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  t y p e s  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  w i l l  b e  i n j u r e d  a n d  w h o s e  

m a i n  d a m a g e  w i l l  b e  n o n - e c o n o m i c .  F o r  e x a m p l e :

1. A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  a n d  o t h e r s  w h o  l i v e  a  s u b s i s t e n c e

l i f e s t y l e ;

2. R e t i r e d  p e r s o n s  w h o  m a y  b e  i n j u r e d  s o  t h a t  t h e i r

a b i l i t y  t o  e n j o y  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  i s  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e m ;

3. H o u s e w i v e s  w h o  d o  n o t  w o r k  o u t  o f  t h e  h o m e  o r  w o r k  o n l y

p a r t  t i m e ;

4. P e o p l e  w h o  a r e  s e v e r e l y  b u r n e d ,  d i s f i g u r e d ,  o r  i n  p a i n ;  

a n d

5. V i c t i m s  o f  r e c k l e s s l y  m a r k e t e d  p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  

D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  T h e s e  w o m e n  h a v e  i n  m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  l o s t  

t h e i r  i n s i d e s ,  t h e i r  c h i l d b e a r i n g  c a p a c i t y ,  a n d  t h e i r
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P a g e  3

e m o t i o n a l  w e l l - b e i n g ,  a l l  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s ,  w h i l e  

t h e i r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s  m a y  b e  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l .

I c a  i f o r e s e e  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  w h e r e  p e o p l e  w i l l  b e  

i n j u r e d  a i d  t h e  o r i g i n a l l y - p r o p o s e d  c a p  o f  $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  w i l l  s e e m  

i n a d e q u a t e .  I n  a r r i v i n g  a t  a c a p ,  i f  y o u  m u s t ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  

c o n s i d e r  t h e  w o r s t  i n j u r y  y o u  c a n  t h i n k *  o f  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  a b o v e  

t y p e s  o f  p e o p l e ,  a n d  s e t  t h e  c a p  i n  v i e w  o f  t h a t .  L e s s e r  

i n j u r i e s ,  I a m  s u r e ,  w o u l d  n e v e r  r e a c h  t h e  m a x i m u m ,  b u t  I w o u l d  

h o p e  t h a t  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  h a v e  s o m e  d e g r e e  o f  f a i r n e s s  f o r  t h e  

m o s t  s e v e r e l y  i n j u r e d  o f  t h e  a b o v e  t y p e s  o f  p e o p l e  w o u l d  b e  l e f t  
i n  o u r  s y s t  m .

S i n c e r e l y ,

B I R C H ,  H O R T O N ,  B I T T N E R ,  

P E S T I N G E R  A N D  A N D E R S O N

L l o y d  V .  A n d e r s o n

L V A : s b



E x c e r p t  o n  R e m i t t i t u r

T h e  c o u r t s  a l r e a d y  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  c o n t r o l  j u r y  v e r d i c t s  

b y  o r d e r i n g  r e m i t t i t u r .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  
e l s e w h e r e .

I n  S t u r m ,  R u g e r  C o .  v .  D a y , 5 9 4  P . 2 d  3 8  ( A l a s k a  1 9 7 9 ) ,  a 

j u r y  h a d  a w a r d e d  $ 1 3 7 , 7 5 0  a s  c o m p e n s a t o r y  a n d  $ 2 , 8 9 5 , 0 0 0  a s  

p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s .  T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  r e v e r s e d  f i n d i n g  t h e  a w a r d  

e x c e s s i v e .  T h e y  s a i d :

I f  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e  e v i d e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t e d  

a t  t h e  s e c o n d  t r i a l ,  a n d  i f  t h e  j u r y  a w a r d  

e x c e e d s  $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 ,  t h e  c o u r t  s h o u l d  t h e n  

e x e r c i s e  i t s  p o w e r  t o  g r a n t  r e m i t t i t u r  i n  

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h i s  o p i n i o n .

I n  t h e  Fa m o u s  P i n t o  e x p l o d i n g  g a s  t a n k  c a s e ,  a  j u r y  a w a r d e d  

$ 1 2 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  i n  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s .  T h e  c o u r t  o r d e r e d  r e m i t t i ­

t u r  t o  a n  a m o u n t  e q u a l  t o  t h e  c o m p e n s a t o r y  d a m a g e s  o f  

$ 3 . 5  m i l l i o n .



K e n n e l ly .  A z a r  & D o n o h u e .  P . C
A PRO FESS IO N A L  C O RPO RA T IO N

C. R. K EN N ELLY  
W ILL IA M  G. AZAR 
W ILL IA M  J. DONOHUE

SU IT E  202. 821 "N ” STREET  
ANCHORAGE . ALASKA  99501 

( 9 0 7 )  2 7 9 - 9 3 8 2 / 2 7 6 . 2 2 3 5

A p r i l  1 0 ,  1 9 3 6

R E :  T h e  R e c e n t  A m e n d m e n t s  t o  t h e  T o r t  R e f o r m  B i l l

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e :

I a m  w r i t i n g  y o u  a s  a n  a t t o r n e y  w h o  p r a c t i c e s  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  l a w  

t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t .  O u r  l a w  f i r m  r e p r e s e n t s  m a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e

b e e n  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  n e g l i g e n c e  a n d  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  s e r i o u s

i n j u r i e s .  I a m  w r i t i n g  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  p r o p o s e d  

w h i c h  w o u l d  l i m i t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  o r

n o n e c o m o m i c  l o s s  t o  2 5 %  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  l o s s .  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o

i l l u s t r a t e  t h e s e  c o m m e n t s  w i t h  t w o  e x a m p l e s .

T h i s  o f f i c e  r e p r e s e n t s  L i n d a  B e n n e t t  i n  a  l a w s u i t  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  

a n  a c c i d e n t  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  o n  J u n e  2.1, 1 9 8 5  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  

o f  t h e  O l d  S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  a n d  T u d o r  R o a d .  S h e  w a s  r i d i n g  a s  a 

p a s s e n g e r  i n  a  v e h i c l e  w h i c h  h a d  s t o p p e d  s o u t h b o u n d  o n  t h e  0 ] d  

S e w a r d  H i g h w a y  o n  t h e  i n s i d e  l a n e  o f  t r a f f i c .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  s n e  

w a s  s e a t t  d  i n  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  s e a t  a n d ,  s i n c e  i t  w a s  w a r m  w e a t h e r ,  

h a d  t h e  e l b o w  o f  h e r  a r m  r e s t i n g  o n  t h e  l e d g e  o f  t h e  o p e n  

w i n d o w .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  t r u c k  d r i v e r ,  L l o y d  M. 

F l a n e r y ,  w h o  w a s  w o r k i n g  f o r  R a b b i t  C r e e k  T r u c k i n g ,  I n c . ,  s t r u c k  

a  l i g h t  p o l e  w i t h  h i s  t r u c k .  A s  a  r e s u l t  t h e  l i g h t  f r o m  t h e  p o l e  

b r o k e  l o o s e  a n d  f e l l  a  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  l a n d i n g  o n  h e r  o u t s t r e t c h e d  

e l b o w .  T h e  i m p a c t  r e s u l t e d  i n  a. s m a s h i n g  f r a c t u r e  o f  t h e  b o n e s  

i n  h e r  e l b o w .  S h e  s t i l l  e x p e r i e n c e s  g r e a t  p a i n  f r o m  t h e  

d i s a b i l i t y  w h i c h  s h e  h a s  i n  h e r  r i g h t  e l b o w .  S h e  i s  r i g h t - h a n d e d  

a n d  i s  p r e s e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  c o r t i s o n e  s h o t s  f o r  p a i n .

L i n d a  B e n n e t t  i s  l e g a l l y  b l i n d  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  s t u d e n t  a t  

W h i t t i e r  C o l l e g e  i n  W h i t t i e r ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  E n c l o s e d  w i t h  t h i s  

l e t t e r  a r e  c o p i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  h e r .  A s  y o u  c a n  s e e  

L i n d a  B e n n e t t ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  s h e  i s  l e g a l l y  b l i n d ,  s t a r r e d  o n  t h e  

C h u g i a k  H i g h  S c h o o l ' s  s o c c e r  t e a m  w h e n  s h e  w a s  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l .
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H e r  t o t a l  m e d i c a l  e x p e n s e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  a c c i d e n t .  a r e  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 4 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  S h e  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  n o  l o s s  o f  i n c o m e  

b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  a  s t u d e n t .  T h e  p e r m a n e n t  d i s a b i l i t y  t o  h e r  e l b o w  

w i l l  n o t ,  i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d ,  p r e v e n t  h e r  f r o m  w o r k i n g  f o r  a  

l i v i n g .  S h e  w i l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  e n d u r e  

s u b s t a n t i a l  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  t h i s  i n j u r y  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  

o f  h e r  n a t u r a l  l i f e .  S h e  w i l l  a l s o ,  i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d ,  b e  

p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  e n g a g i n g  i n  a c t i v e  s p o r t s  w h i c h  s h e  h a s  e n j o y e d  i n  

t h e  p a s t ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  s h e  i s  l e g a l l y  b l i n d .

U n d e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  " T o r t  R e f o r m  B i l l "  

L i n d a  B e n n e t t  w o u l d  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e c o v e r  i n  h e r  l a w s u i t  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 5 %  o f  h e r  m e d i c a l  e x p e n s e s  o r ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  

$ 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .

T h e  o t h e r  c a s e  i n v o l v e s  a  m u c h  s m a l l e r  c l a i m  b u t  a l s o  a m p l y  

d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  e x t r e m e  i n j u s t i c e  p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h i s  2 5 %  

f o r m u l a .  S c o t t  W h i t t a k e r  i s  e m p l o y e d  a t  t h e  F o r e s t  L a w n  M o r t u a r y  

i n  A n c h o r a g e .  O n  N o v e m b e r  3, 1 9 8 5  lie w a s  d r i v i n g  h o m e  a n d  w a s  

i n v o l v e d  i n  a n  a u t o m o b i l e  a c c i d e n t  w i t h  L i s a  W i r s h e m ,  w h o  c r o s s e d  

t h e  c e n t e r l i n e  a n d  c o l l i d e d  w i t h  M r .  W h i t t a k e r 's T o y o t a  

a u t o m o b i l e -  M r .  W h i t t a k e r  h i t  h i s  h e a d  o n  t h e  s t e e r i n g  w h e e l  

a n d ,  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  h i s  t w o  f r o n t  t e e t h  p a s s e d  c o m p l e t e l y  t h r o u g h  

h i s  l o w e r  l i p .  H e  w a s  t a k e n  t o  H u m a n a  H o s p i t a l  w h e r e  h e  w a s  

t r e a t e d  a s  a n  o u t - p a t i e n t  a n d  u n d e r w e n t  s u r g e r y  o n  h i s  l o w e r  

l i p .  S u t u r e s  w e r e  t a k e n  i n  b o t h  t h e  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  o f  h i s  

l o w e r  l i p .  H e  h a d  t o  r e t u r n  s o  t h a t  t h e  d o c t o r  c o u l d  t a k e  o u t  

t h e  s t i t c h e s .  H e  h a s  a  p e r m a n e n t  s c a r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  i n j u r y  

o n  h i s  f a c e .  H e  d i d  n o t  l o s e  a n y  t i m e  f r o m  w o r k  a n d  h i s  m e d i c a l  

e x p e n s e s  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 2 2 0 .  U n d e r  t h e  2 5 %  f o r m u l a  c o n t a i n e d  

i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  t o r t  r e f o r m  b i l l ,  M s .  W i r s h e m ' s  

i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y ,  N a t i o n w i d e  I n s u r a n c e ,  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p a y  

M r .  W h i t t a k e r 's d o c t o r  b i l l s  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  $ 2 2 2  a n d  w o u l d  

f u r t h e r m o r e  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p a y  M r .  W h i t t a k e r  $ 5 5  f o r  t h e  i n j u r i e s  

s u s t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  a c c i d e n t .

F r o m  t h e  a b o v e  i t  c a n  b e  e a s i l y  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  t o r t  

r e f o r m  a c t  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  f o r m  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a  t r e m e n d o u s  

w i n d f a l l  p r o f i t  t o  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y .  B o t h  o f  t h e  a b o v e  

c a s e s  i n v o l v e  a u t o m o b i l e  i n s u r a n c e  i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  c u r r e n t l y  i s  n o
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" i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s . "

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  m u c h  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  " i n s u r a n c e  

c r i s i s "  h a s  i n  f a c t  b e e n  c a u s e d  b y  p o o r  i n v e s t m e n t s  b y  t h e  

i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  t h e m s e l v e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  b y  " r u n a w a y  j u r y  

v e r d i c t s . "  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  e n c l o s e d  l e t t e r  d a t e d  M a r c h  1 7 ,  1 9 8 6  

r e g a r d i n g  a n  i n s u r a n c e  c o s t  c o m p a r i s o n  f o r  1 9 8 5  a n d  1 9 8 6 .  T h i s  

i n v o l v e s  t h e  " N  S t r e e t  P l a z a "  C o n d o m i n i u m  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  w h i c h  m y  

o f f i c e  i s  a  m e m b e r .  O u r  o f f i c e  o c c u p i e s  S u i t e  2 0 2  o f  t h i s  

t w o - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g .  T n  1 9 8 5  w e  p a i d  $ 2 , 6 9 9  f o r  l i a b i l i t y  

i n s u r a n c e  a n d  $ 5 , 2 5 2  f o r  c o v e r a g e  f o r  e a r t h q u a k e  a n d  f l o o d .  T h e  

p r o p o s a l  f o r  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  1 9 8 6  w a s  $ 4 , 4 0 5  o r  a n  

i n c r e a s e  o f  a p p x o x i m a t e l y  $ 1 , 7 0 6 .  T h e  " e a r t h q u a k e / f l o o d "  

i n s u r a n c e  p r e m i u m  w e n t  f r o m  $ 5 , 2 5 2  t o  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  

$ 1 4 , 7 4 8 .  I t h i n k  i t  s h o u l d  b e  a p p a r e n t  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  e a r t h q u a k e / f l o o d  c l a i m s  a r e  n o t  a f f e c t e d  b y  

" r u n a w a y  j u r y  v e r d i c t s . "  T h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  b e e n  n o  s u c h  

a b s u r d  j u r y  v e r d i c t s  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  i n  A l a s k a  t o  j u s t i f y  t h i s  

t y p e  o f  i n c r e a s e .  I f r a n k l y  d o  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  i s  t h e  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  i n c r e a s e  b u t  t h i s  j u m p  i n  i n s u r a n c e  

p r e m i u m s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a f f e c t e d  i n  a n y  v/ay b y  t h e  " t o r t  r e f o r m "  

s t a t u t e  p r e s e n t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

T h e  p r o p o s a l  t o  a m e n d  t h e  t o r t  l a w  i n  A l a s k a  t o  r e d u c e  i n s u r a n c e  

p r e m i u m s  i s  s i m p l y  a b s u r d .  T h e  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  

h a v e  n o t  c i t e d  a n y  i n s t a n c e  w h e r e  a  " r u n a w a y  j u r y  v e r d i c t "  

o c c u r r e d  i n  A l a s k a  o r  i n  f a c t  a n y  i n s t a n c e  i n  A l a s k a  o r  i n  f a c t  

a n y  i n s t a n c e  i n  A l a s k a  w h e r e  s o m e o n e  h a s  r e c e i v e d  a  j u r y  v e r d i c t  

i n  a n  u n r e a s o n a b l e  a m o u n t .  I d o  n o t  b u t  I s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  

i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y  h a s  n o t  p r o v i d e d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  a n y  

p r e m i u m / l o s s  c o m p a r i s o n  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  i n  1 9 8 5  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  

s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  i n  i n s u r a n c e  p r e m i u m s .  T h e  c u r r e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  

w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a  h u g e  w i n d f a l l  t o  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y .  I 

s t r o n g l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  r e j e c t  t h i s  b i l l .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

K E N N E L L Y ,  A Z A R  & D O N O H U E ,  t . C .
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RE: I n s u r a n c e  C o s t  C o m p a r i s o n  
1 9 8 5  vs. 1986

DATE: M a r c h  17, 1986

\  V
f o l l o w i n g  is a c o s t  c o m p a r i s o n  b e t w e e n  a c t u a l  

Srarice p r e m i u m s  p a i d  i n  1 9 8 5  a n d  e s t i m a t e d  p r e m i u m s  
1986.

S U ETE:

A s  y o

1985  
LIA: $ 2 6 9 9 . 0 0  
E/F: $ 5 2 5 2 . 0 0

l b l  

1)2

1 ) 3  

)4

2)1 

202
2 0 3

204

2 0 5

206

2 0 7

20 8

T O T A L  P REM IU M:

1 9 8 6
L I A B I L I T Y
$ 4 4 0 5 . 0 0

1986
E A R T H / F L O O D

$2 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0

$ 8 5 4 . 7 3 - $ 4 7 3 . 5 4 4* -• $ 2 , 1 5 0 — $ 2 6 2 3 . 5 4

7 4 1 . 0 3 4 1 0 . 5 5 4* 1 , 8 6 4 = 2 2 7 4 . 5 5

671. )6 3 7 1 . 7 8 + 1 , 6 8 8 = 2 0 5 9 . 7 8

5 5 4 . 1 8 3 0 7 . 0 3 4- 1 , 3 9 4 = 1 7 0 1 . 0 3

1 , 0 4 0 . 7 9 5 7 6 . 6 1 4- 2 , 6 1 8 = 3 1 9 4 . 6 1

76 3 . 3 0 4 2 2 . 8 8 4- 1 , 9 2 0 2 3 4 2 . 8 8

5 6 5 . 3 2 3 1 3 . 2 0 4- 1 , 4 2 2 - 1 7 3 5 . 2 0

5 6 5 . 3 3 3 1 3 . 2 1 4- 1 , 4 2 2 = 1 7 3 5 . 2 1

5 4 7 . 8 2 3 0 3 . 5 0 4- 1 , 3 7 8 = 1 6 8 1 . 5 0

5 4 7 . 8 2 3 0 3 . 5 0 4* 1 , 3 7 8 = 1 6 8 1 . 5 0

6 3 5 . 2 8  . 3 5 1 . 9 5 4* 1 , 5 9 8 = 1 9 4 9 . 9 5

4 64 . 3 4 2 5 7 . 2 5 4* 1 , 1 6 8 = 1 4 2 5 . 2 5

$7,951*. 00 $4 , 40 5.0 0 4- $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 = $ 2 4 , 4 0 5 . 0

u w i l l  n o t e  f r o m  th e  a b o v e  c a l c u l a t i o n s :  

F I R S T  C O LU MN :

S E C O N D  C O L U M N  

T H I R D  C O L U M N  

F O U R T H  C O L U M N

A c t u a l  r r e m i u m s  p a i d  in  1 9 8 5  b a s e d  o n  B O T H  
L i a b i l i t y  a n d  E a r t h q u a k e / F l o o d

P r e m i u m s  T O  B E  P A I D  f o r  L I A B I L I T Y  O N L Y

P r e m i u m s  T O  B E  P A I D  f o r  E A R T H Q U A K E / I  L O O  e O N L Y

T O T A L  P R E M I U M  i f  A s s o c i a t i o n  P A Y S  B O T H  L i a b i l i t y  
a n d  E a r t h q u a k e / F l o o d

82, '71"S i reel ̂ 1  ndtorttje, jUaila 99501.





By MARTHA ELIASSEN
Daily Nev/s reporter

The soccer ball sails toward 
the sideline and, at a signal 
from a teammate, Linda 
Bennett goes after it. She scoops up the ball nnd hurls it 
halfway down the field, back into 

play. Within seconds, it’s slammed 
home to make another point for Cbugiak High School.

Throw-ins are a Linda Bennett 
trademark; her teammates on the 
Chugiak soccer team say her abili­ty to throw the ball great distances 
accurately has been like a secret 
weapon. V*

But there are no secret weapons in Bennett's biggest battle: her 
fight with blindness. Now that soccer season is over, Bennett 
spends most of her day in an Anchorage classroom, learning to 
read braille, to walk with a cane, 
to use a computer that helps sight­
less people communicate with the rest of the world.Bennett, 18, is legally blind, a 
victim of a rare eye disorder that 
has robbed her of all but her peripheral vision. At a time when 
most young people begin to enjoy 
their freedom, she has had to come 
to terms with her increasing depen­dency on others.She har tackled the adjustment 
with the same determination that

she has always given to school work, athletic? and everything else 
in her life."I just find other ways to do 
things,” she says quietly.Bennett is an athletic young 
woman with muscular arms and 
legs that attest to years of soccer, 
volleyball and other physical train­ing. She has long, dark-brown hair and olive skin. Her greenish-brown 
eyes make ccntact with others 
when she speaks, as if to deny their injury.

Her vision is 20/200 in-each eye, 
which means she car; see at 20 feet what most people see nt 200. When she looks straight ahead, her vision 
is blocked, as if by a barricade.

“It's big and dark and cloudy,” 
she says.One of the hardest adjustments 
has been that she can no longer 
drive a car. "I really wish I could 
drive — a ll the time,”  she says. And when she goes out with 
friends to a fast food restaurant, 
she can’t see the menu above the 
counter. "I just order a cheesebur­ger, french fries and a diet Coke every time, if I’m not sure."

Until two years ago, Bennett’s 
vision was normal. But toward the end of summer in 1983, she started 
having trouble with her left eye. 
One day she held her fist in front 
of her body nnd it disappeared, as

if lost in a wrinkle in the screen of 
her vision.When the problem persisted, her 
parents took her to an ophthalmol­ogist who found hemorrhaging in­
side her eyeball. But he could find 
~'o reason for the bleeding, and 
referred the Bennetts to other doc­tors in town, who, in turn, referred 
them to specialists in Seattle.

In qll, there have been about 10 
doctors so far. “We didn't stop at the first answer,” says Bennett’s 
mother, Shirley. “If you talk to the doctors, some think we were utter­
ly ridiculous to take her to as many as we did. But we would do any­
thing, if it would help.”Soon after the hejnorrhages in 
her left eye were found, similar bleeding began in her right eye.

The technical diagnosis was sub- 
retinal neovascular hemorrhaging, 
a term Bennett rolls off of her tongue with ease.

What It means is that, for no 
known reason, blood vessels usual­
ly confined to the back of the eye grew through a weak spot in her 
retina. Then, the abnormal growth began to bleed and to form scar 
tissue.

The condition is a common cause 
of blindness in adults over 50, but:

See Pago E-2, BLINDNESS
AnchofCflo Daily Nows'Bob MaHinen

Undo Gonnott storrod on Chuglolc High School’s soccer toom.



Blindness comes suddenly, doesn’tchange young woman’s determination to excel
Continued from Page E-1 , |

it’s virtually , unheard of in 
young, health'’ people, says 
Dr. Scot Brower, Bennett’s 
Seattle ophthalmologist.
As if losing her vision 

wasn’t enough to accept, the 
doctors dealt her one oi the 
hardest blows of all. Worried 
that physical activity might 
aggravate the bleeding, they 
told her ihe had to give up 
sports.

"At the beginning, I got 
really depressed because I 
couldn’t do anything," she 
says. "I just ate and got fat 
and wondered what I was 
going to do with the rest of 
my life."

the pain of watching her once- 
active daughter sit around the 
house, quiet and miserable. 
"It’s a hard thing to put into 
words." she says with a catch 
In her voice. "1 —  I wished it 
was mq,Instead of jier. It was

i  .h a r d  f c o 'd c a T w ip v , ‘ : j . *
Gradually, j3nd* Bennett 

says,, she adjusted., She.,still 
hoped that her eyes would 
somehow  got better, and she

- . T r " T
"I had.fricndsV/bo kent me 

going Helen Keller Jokes 
and all that,1" Bennett savs.

on her windows to ’•he world.
In January, Di. Brower 

wrote: “At the present time, 
Linda is felt to be beyond the 
point where any additional 
therapy will be helpful ... 
she is visually impaired and 
will remain so.”

After two years, the new? 
wasn't a surprise, and it 
wasn’t allowed to interfere 
with the rest of Bennett's life. 
In addition to her athletic 
accomplishments, Bennett 
graduated from Chugiak High 
School v ith a 4.0 grade aver-. 
age. She was awarded a four- 
year scholarship at Whittier 
College in California.

“When I was little and 
went out for sports or any­
thing, m y  parents would nev­
er let me quit," she says. "I 
just carried that on."

"She's a strong person," 
her mother says. “We’re real 
proud of her."

Dr. Brower says Bennett 
has adjusted to her vision loss 
better than anyone could have 
hoped. “I don’t know how she 
does as much as she does. She 
is really an inspiration to
   *t
me.

This summer, at her moth­
er’s urging, Bennett is attend­
ing classes at the Sensory 
Impairment Center in Anchor­

age to refine her braille read- 
•Ing and learn other skills that 
will help her cope with blind­
ness.

"None of that stuff thrills 
me," she says with a sigh —  a 
teen-ager’s typical "Oh, Moth­
er” sigh.

But her m o m  says she 
hopes these skills will help 
when Bennett goes to college 
this fall, away from all of the 
people who have learned how 
to help her. Although doctors 
say she’ll probably retain her 
peripheral vision, her mother 
wants her to be prepared.

As for what course of study 
Bennett will pursue or what

she wants to do with the rest 
of her life, she says she 
doesn’t .know. The future 
holds a lot of questions and 
few answers.

At one time, Bennett want­
ed to become a doctor, but 
she's not sure about that now. 
She’s also considered a career 
in counseling.

"I just keep thinking, I .-an 
still do anything I want to 
do."

□  Editor’s Note: Shortly oftor 
this story was written, Linda Ben­
nett was In a car accident that loft 
her with a compound fiocluro of

tho right arm. The timing couldn’t 
havo boen w orso ; L inda was 
scheduled to play In tho Junior 
Nationals Volleyball Toumamoa^. 
In California this w ee*. But e v ^ ^  
though sho couldn't play, Linda, 
hor orm In a cost end pain pills In 
her pureo. Insisted on accompany­
ing tho team.

Her m olhor, S h ir le y  Bonnott, 
wasn't happy about lotting Linda 
go, but decided tho trip might bo 
good m edicine. " I fcopt saying, 
why hor? H asn't this poor kid 
boon through enough? Moybe It's 
because she bounce? back so 
v/oll."
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Linda Bennett undaunted by adversity
* By JOHN HOTZF1ELD 

Of Tbc S li r  S t i f f
Chugiak High School senior 

L inda Bennett's enthusiasm 
about what the future holds is 
understandable fo r an ambitious 
young lady who is about to make 
the transition from  high school 
to college.

W hat makes Bennett's ’ 
positive outlook unique it that in 
the last 18 months she has been 
losing her sigh! from  a growing 
visual impairment that the doc-, 
tors can do nothing about. The 
b lood  vessels in her eyes have 
hemorrhaged, blocking her cen­
tra l vision and she can now on ly  
set out o f the sides o f  her eyes. 
She is legally blind. •

Linda Bennett is a portrait o f  
c ou rag e , hope _• and 
encouragement. ■ • ’

The problem  started fo r the 
Chugiak senior, who just finish­
ed the volleyball season as the 
team's co-captain, 18 months 
ago when she held her fist out in 
front o f  her body and was unable 
to  see il. At the lime a fam ily 
friend who is a doctor advised 
her to wait a couple o f  days and 
i f  it continued to get medical help 
immediately  <• •• ...

D o c to rs  noticed that the 
vessels in her right eye were 
hemorrhaging and causing her to 
lose her vision. The question o f  
surgery came up but it was decid­
ed to  wait and see what would 
happen without surgery. Things 
grew steadily worse and Linda 
lost most o f  the vision in her 
right eye. When her le ft eye 
started doing the same thing, it 

. was decided to have immediate 
" la s e r  p h o to c o ag u la tio n " 
surgery performed in an e ffort to  
save this eye. , • - >

' A  year ago in March, Ihe first 
surgery was performed and 
things got immediately worse. 

- " I t  was rea lly  depressing," 
recalled Linda this w eek ."I 

'wondered what kind o f  a career 
I cou ld have ." - V . i d  •

The neat six months were stag­
nant as fa r as any progress on the 
mysterious cause o f the eye im- 

' pairment nnd then things started 
going bad again. A second 
surgery was performed i  nder the 
direction o f  D r. Scot' A . Brower 
o f  the Virginia Mason Clinic in 
Seattle this past October. The 
results were again not very prom ­
ising fo r the 17-year-old daughter 
o f  Boyd and Shirley Bennett o f  
Eagle R iver. '  '  • • •• •

n  When Bennett had the ban- 
:  dages unwrapped from her eyes 
she didn't know whether she 
would ever see again. It was ot 

r  this point she wrote a poem

reflecting the sturdy, determined 
character within her: 

•crixc rc ic rc ritc te tc rc rc rc t 
TH RO L 'C H  M Y  EYES 

By L ln d i Bennett The world is nol a ll there. . . _ 
Pieces are missing. •

Tiny blood vessels began to grow 
and sight was distorted 

Then they hemorrhaged ■ 
end sight brgan to disappear

Faces, t  c~'.!d no longer see '■ 
The wrrid was growing dark 

Surger,: needed o r not?
Stop the blood vessels' net­

work o f  growth
Laser was used, lights, shots, dye 

/  could only see less 
Vessels grew again '■

m a t  to do? ' - ;
Laser again • --

Would I  be able to read.’  
Look  to the Lord  "«

"Lord , nothing is golr.g to 
happen 

to me today that you end I  
together 

Can 7 handle ,
/  am happy '
„ / amative 
* ■/ can walk 

I  can talk 
and I  can still see 

Cod Is good to me. 
*  ir Ci it it it it 4  4  *  4  ir i t . .
In  December can.e the final 

la se r pho tocoagu la tion . The 
o p h th a lm o lo g is ts  f ro m  the 
M ason clinic, as well as D r. 
L'esperance from  New Y o rk , can 
no t find the cause o f  the impair­
ment and she was released with 
a vision o f  20 /100 . Since then 
L inda 's sight has become worse 
end she now has 20/200 vision.

Th rough it a.1, Linda has 
maintained a positive attitude 
and is determined to go on to co l­
lege and begin a career in sports 
medicine o r counseling.

H ow  docs she do it? Linda 
cites three things: G od , her 
parents and her friends and 
teachers. She said she looks to 
"G o d  nnd the B ib le . .  . and the 
things He says in I t . "  L inda at­
tends Eagle R iver Firs’. Church 
o f  G od  where she also sings in 
the choir. - 

Another important motivation 
fo r  Linda has come from  her 
parents. "M y  parents would 
never let me quit i f  1 started 
something, so I've always kept
g o in g ,"  she says ........................

She  also Is thankfu l fo r  her 
friends and her teachers who 
have uayed with her to help her 
in het studies. She is learning 
B ra ille  from  Mary Lee M ille r

each day. M iller works fo r the 
Anchorage School District as a 
teacher o f  visually impaired 
students.

What made Linda an excep­
tiona l student only makes her 
(hat much more exceptional 
now . She has always maintained 
a 4 .0  grade point average and 
that hasn't changed even in her 
senior year while going through 
a ll the treatment on her eyes.

She has lettered in varsity 
vo lleyba ll every year since being 
a freshman and that hasn't 
changed as she served fo r the se­
cond year in a row as captain o f  
the team. The Mustangs ended 
their season this week in the 
Region IV  Tournament. Last 
year she was voted (he Most 
Valuable P layer o f  the team and 
as a freshman she was voted the 
"hardest w o rk e r."  She also 
qualified fo r  the jun io r national 
vo lleyba ll team last year as well 
as this year and plans to go lo  
Davis, C a lifo rn ia  in June for 10 
days to compete with (he team.

She is a stand-out player on 
the girli soccer team and plans to 
p lay this spring to earn her third 
straight letter in that sport. As a 
freshman and again os a jun ior, 
L inda earned the title "m ost in­
s p ira t io n a l."  Last year she 
helped lead the Mustangs to a 
first place tic in the Anchorage 
regular season standings.

Linda's achievmcnts don't end 
in  the spo rts  departm ent, 
however. She is among the top 
three percent o f  U .S . students in 
her scholastic achievmcnts. She 
has been selected fo r Who's Who 
among high school students. She 
is in the U .S . Directory o f 
Distinguished Students. She has 
served as vice president o f  her 
class two years. She is active in 
the H U B  C lub and Soccer Club! 
She is a member o f  the Honor 
Society, H er list o f  achievmcnts 
goes on.

S a lly  C a llaw ay , who has 
counseled students at Chugiak 
High School fo r  16 years, finds 
Linda to  be a uniquely well- 
balanced person. "She is a very 
honest, genuine person. She 
always bounces b a c k ,"  said 
Callaway who has worked close­
ly  with Linda. Callaway also 
described the student os "quiet, 
reserved, determined, happy, 
pleasant, warm and active."

"H e r  bounceback is tremen­
d o u s ,"  stresses Callaway.

M ary Lee M ille r, who has 
been working with visually im­
paired and b lind students in the 
schoo l district fo r  fou r years, 
feels that L inda is very special. 
" I  have a high regard fo r  Linda.

3
r i ‘

Linda Dennett, who despite failing eyesight Is hoping lo gain a 
scholarship to play volleyball tn college after she graduates from  
Chugiak High hchuoL w a im o ro n  sonshot/ju id
She's no l going to let this get her 
d ow n ,"  said M ille r.

M ille r pointed out one recent 
incident w here Linda showed her 
determ ination . She had a book 
report due fo r  her Crim inology 
class and had lo  sort through 70 
articles to  gather the information 
she needed. M ille r said Linda set 
her mind t o  accomplishing the 
task end d id  an excellent jo b . 
"S he  is no t on ly  going to do it, 
but do  an exceptional jo b  o f  it. 
That's the type o f person she is ,"  
said M ille r. ■ ' • '

M ille r said L inda is overcom ­
ing two very herd areas. The fact 
that L in d a  is go ing  b lin d  
g radually (a lthough d o c to r  feel _ 
she won’ t go totally blind) is a lot 
harder fo r  someone to  accept 
than I f  it a ll happens at one tim e. 
says M ille r . She said L inda'i 
overcom ing attitude just won't 
a llow  her i O je t  down. "She's 
not bitter bu t v c y  positive ."

The o the r a r c ; that ir b a r/ ,s 
the timing o f  i l l : loss o f  vision. 
M ille r feels that the transition 
from  high schoo l to  college arc 
the hardest years in a person's 
l i f t .  B u t L in d a  Is tak ing 
everything a stride and is lo ok ­
ing with hop e  to the future.
• "A t first I didn't think 1 would 
be able to  d o  anything, but now 
I'm  going to  plan on playing 
vo lleyba ll in  co llege ," shares 
Linda. ■ .

M onday a representative o f  
Whittier C o llege  in C a lifo rn ia  
came up to ta lk  with her. She is 
one o f  30 fina lis ts selected from  
among 200 applicants f o r  five 
fu ll schol’ rsh ips. Linda has also 
been c rd  to  the University 
o f  R !o  C a lifo rn ia  and

3 V a r ie t ie s . . . ' . . . . ' .......................... . . . . . .
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Don't Forgot Your Sunny One Potting Soil 
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Whitw orth College in Spokane, 
Washington.

Linda a lso recently learned she 
has been selected to receive the 
Elmendorr O ffice!'s W ive'sC lub 
Scholarship o f  J I5 0 0 . Linda has 
had to give up her original plans 
o f  becoming a doctor but main­
tains her desire to want to  help . 
others. " I  want a career to help 
other people. So  mar:y have 
helped m e ,"  she s a id ..

. .  Linda's other desire is to be tc- ■ 
live in athletics. She said the hat 
been playing sports as long as she 
can remember and wants tc con­
tinue. She has been able lo  han-, 
die volleyball real well but is a lit­
tle unsure o f  soccer this spring 
fo r  the Mustangs."Soccer is go­
ing to be d ifficu lt, but I'm  going 
to  t ry .”  • .

And that explains Linda Ben­
nett in a nutshell: a young lady 
who just wants to try . In an art!-1  
cle written by her Junior Na- - 
lion a l V o lleyba ll coach publish- - 
ed in  the  U .S . V o lle y b a ll 
Association's magazine, Virgil 
H ooe  w ra e  that she is "a n  in-, 
d iv id ua l who is con stan tly  
positive with her teammates,:' - 
who is the first to raise her ex- . 
penses, who Is the first to make . 
sacrifices and play any positioa ■ 
to help her team. This person is 
an excellent student, an ac­
complished soccer player, and a. 
leader in school activities," ' 

H ooe adds, "W h a t you seg 
with a sharp image, try squinting' 
you r eyes almost shut, and that , 
is the image that she can set. T ry  , 
passing a vo lleyba ll, d igging, o r ! 
hitting with that kind o f  vision.
In  fact, try living a rem ote ly . 
reasonable norm a l everyday life  '  
with that kind o f  eyesight. L in ­
da does. A nd , I ' l l te ll you that 
she does ii very well. She d o e s ' 
not give in. She docs not want to _ 
be an exception at practice o r ’ 
anywhere else. She has to p e r- ; ■ 
form  at a level at least 100 p e r-1 
cent above that o f  her peers at 
practice just to compete. And she 
does it without complaint, where1 
I would be hard pressed just to 
remain san e ." "'-'"I

In  the B ible which means s o - 
much to  L ind* , Hebrews 11 :1 ' 
says, "F a ith  is bang sure o f  wha! ‘ 
we hope fo r  and certain o f  what ’• 
we do not see ." Linda Bennett IS  '• ■ 
fa ith . • • -=>•: • • ■.'. . . ' i  1 " 'J



A  P ^ J F I L E  IN C O U R A G E -

It seems that everytlme that I pick up a newspaper o r  watch a major 
sporting event on TV, there 1s a story being told of some athlete that has 
shown unusual courage or community service. .Theso stories constantly flow 
over national media to Alaska. Stories of human sacrifice and a willingness 
to overcome great odds just to compete. With all of this attention to out­

side individuals, we sometimes tend to forget that we (.ave individuals like 

that right here In Alaska. People who don't want a.tentlon, Just the a- 

bi1ity to compete without pair. People who care about the teams that they 
play on and the Individuals that they compete aoalnst, and wish that they, 

did not have the handicaps that life has saddled them with. People who 

might be wondering why they have been chosen to compote on a dally basis 

with those Individuals who have healthy bodies but don't realize Just how 

fortunate they are..

I have been very fortunate to coach an athlete the last two years on 

the USVBA's Junior national Volleyball team who has been willing to pay what 

ever price I have asked of her Just to see hor team and the program succeed. 
Any coach that she has ever had, agrees that she 1s a super Individual to 

coach. An Individual who 1s constantly positive with her teammates, who 1s 
the first to raise her money, who Is the first to make sacrifices and play 

any position to help her team. This person 1s an excellent student, an 

accomplished soccer player, and a loader 1n school activities. So what's 

the big deal. The big deal 1.’ that this young lady does all of this while 
afflicted with a rare eye disease that 1s uncurablo and has reduced her 

eyesight to a point of becoming legally blind. What you see with a s larp 
Image, try squinting your eyes almost shut, and that 1s the Image that she 
can see. Try passing a volleyball, digging, or hitting with that kind of 
vision. In fact, try living a remotely reasonable normal every day life 
with that kind of eyesight. Linda Bennett does. And, I'll tell you that 
she does it very well. She does not give in. She does not want to be an 
exception av. practice or anywhere else. She has to perform at a level at 
least 1002 ?,bove that/of her peers at practice just to compete. And she 
does 1t without complaint, where I would be hard pressed just to remain- 

sane. I yet especially angry when I see other athletes that I coach In dif­
ferent sports, athletes that have a sound body, not use that ability and not 

care either.

However, I krow that Linda does not want to be treated differently, 

nor does she want ,ne to direct my anger and frustration for her to others 

who have more fortunate circumstances, but do not care. But, I think her 
story should be told, so that more people than her teachers or coaches can 

appreciate the effort that some individijsis go through just to try, 1f only 
to try. I think that we all could learn something from her.

YbUJL
Virgil Hooe 
Commissioner, 
U.S.V.B.A.
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3 2 3 4  L i n d e n  D r .

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 2  

A p r i l  2 3 ,  1 9 8 6

A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

R e :  T o r t  R e f o r m

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  i n f o r m  y o u  t h a t  I a m  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  t o r t  

r e f o r m  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  n o w  p e n d i n g  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I 

b e l i e v e  i t  w i l l  h a v e  l i t t l e  o r  n o  i m p a c t  o n  i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s .

T h e  i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y  i s  c y c l i c a l  i n  n a t u r e  a n d  p e r h a p s  r e f o r m  

n e e d s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h a t  i s s u e  s o m e h o w .

I a m  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  l i m i t  - c . - a n d  

s u f f e r i n g  a w a r d  t o  a  p e r s o n  i n j u r e d  n e e d l e s s l y  c o  tn^.

n e g l i g e n c e  o f  a n o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  c o m p a n y .  W . i i l e  i t  i s  t r u e  

t h a t  c o u r t s  a n d  j u r i e s  o f t e n  s e e m  t o  m a k e  e x c e s s i v e l y  h i g h  a w a r d s  

t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  m a k i n g  a  c l a i m ,  a n d  w h i l e  i t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  

p e o p l e  s e e m  t o  n o t  h a v e  j u s t  p l a i n  a c c i d e n t s  a n y m o r e  a n d  t h e y  

s e e m  n o t  t o  a c c e p t  t h a t  s o m e t i m e s  w e  a r e  j u s t  c l u m s y  o r  c a r e l e s s  

a n d  i t  i s  n o b o d y ' s  f a u l t ,  w e  m u s t  . t i l l  l e a v e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  

p e r s o n  t r u l y  i n j u r e d  d u e  t o  t h e  n e g l i g e n c e  o f  a n o t h e r  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  l a r g e  m o n e t a r y  a w a r d  a s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  

i n j u r y  a n d  l o s s .

L i m i t i n g  a  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a w a r d  t o  a  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a c t u a l  

d a m a g e s  is b l a t a n t l y  u n f a i r .  A  p e r s o n  w i t h  a  l e s s e r  s a l a r y  w o u l d  

t h e n  b e  p e r c e i v e d  t o  s u f f e r  " l e s s "  o f  a l o s s  e v e n  t h o u g h  h i s / h e r  

i n j u r y  m i g h t  b e  s e v e r e  e n o u g h  t o  a l t e r  h i s / h e r  l i f e  r a d i c a l l y .  

P e r h a p s  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  t i m e  l o s t  f r o m  w o r k  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  

i n j u r y  i s  s e v e r e  a n d  l i f e l o n g .

I a m  a d a i k o n  s h i e l d  v i c t i m .  T h i s  I U D  c a u s e d  m e  t o  h a v e  

p e l v i c  i n f e c t i o n  s e v e r e  e n o u g h  t o  d a m a g e  m y  f a l l o p i a n  t u b e s  

w h i c h ,  i n  t u r n ,  c a u s e d  m e  t o  h a v e  a n  e c t o p i c  p r e g n a n c y  w h i l e  

w e a r i n g  t h e  d a i k o n  s h i e l d .  T h e  e c t o p i c  p r e g n a n c y  f u r t h e r  d a m a g e d  

m y  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s .  I, f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w a s  a b l e  t o  h a v e  o n e  

c h i l d ,  b u t  t h e  s c a r  t i s s u e  a n d  d a m a g e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c a u s e  

p e r s i s t e n t  m e d i c a l  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v i n g  m y  f e m a l e  o r g a n s .  I s p e n t  

s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t r y i n g  t o  b e c o m e  p r e g n a n t  a g a i n  a n d  e x h a u s t e d  a l l
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A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e

i n f e r t i l i t y  t r e a t m e n t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e  l o c a l l y .  A n d ,  e a r l i e r  t h i s  

y e a r ,  I h a d  t o  h a v e  a l l  m y  f e m a l e  o r g a n s  r e m o v e d  i n  e m e r g e n c y  

s u r g e r y .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  I V j.11  n e v e r  h a v e  a n o t h e r  c h i l d .

T h i s  d a m a g e  w a s  c a u s e d  t o  m e  b y  t h e  n e g l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  

w h i c h  m a r k e t e d  t h e  d a i k o n  s h i e l d .  T h e y  w e r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  

p o s s i b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  t o  w o m e n  w e a r i n g  t h i s  I U D ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  l e t  

m e  k n o w  o f  t h e s e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  I c a n  o n l y  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  

a b l a t a n t  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  m y  h e a l t h  a n d  m y  l i f e .  H a d  I b e e n  

i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  h e a l t h  r i s k s ,  c h e n  p e r h a p s  I w o u l d  h a v e  

t o  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  c f  m y  d e c i s i o n ,  b u t  

t h e r e  w a s  n o  p o s s i b l e  w a y  f o r  m e  t o  m a k e  a n  i n f o r m e d  d e c i s i o n  

b e c a u s e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  k e p t  f r o m  m e .

I h a v e n ' t  l o s t  a  l o t  i n  w a g e s  a n d  m y  m e d i c a l  e x p e n s e s  w e r e  

p r e t t y  m u c h  c o v e r e d  m y  i n s u r a n c e .  D o  y o u  a c t u a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  I 

s h o u l d  n o t  b e  c o m p e n s a t e d  f o r  m y  l o s e s ?  H o w  d o  w e  p u t  a p r i c e  o n  

t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  b e a r  a c h i l d ?  H o w  a m  I t o  b e  c o m p e n s a t e d  f o r  

h e a l t h  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  r.uL h a v i n g  o v a r i e s  t o  p r o v i d e  m y  b o d y  w i t h  

h o r m o n e s  t h e  w a y  n a t u r e  i n t e n d e d ?  H o w  d o  w e  p r e v e n t  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  c o m p a n y  a n d  o t h e r s  w h o  m a y  b e  p l a n n i n g  t o  f o l l o w  t h e i r  

e x a m p l e  f r o m  p e r p e t r a t i n g  t h i s  k i n d  o f  f r a u d  a n d  

m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  p u b l i c ?

I f  t h e y  m u s t  p a y  m e  $ 2 , 0 0 0 ,  i t ' s  a d r o p  i n  t h e  b u c k e t  a n d  

t h e y  g o  o u t  a n d  d o  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  a g a i n .  I f  t h e y  m u s t  c o m p e n s a t e  

m e  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  t h e y  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  t h i n k  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  a b o u t  i t .

I f  I a m  a w a r d e d  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  p e r h a p s  t h i s  c o m p a n y  w i l l  a l t e r  t h e i r  

w a y  o f  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s .  N o n e  o f  t h i s  w i l l  c h a n g e  m y  h e a l t h  o r  m y  

a b i l i t y  t o  h a v e  a c h i l d ,  a n d  I d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  d a i k o n  s h i e l d  r e l a t e d  p r o b l e m s  w i l l  b e  f o r  m e  i n  t h e  

f u t u r e .  B u t  p e r h a p s  t h i s  m o n e y  w i l l  m a k e  m y  l i f e  e a s i e r  i n  s o m e  

o t h e r  w a y .  I f  i t  h a d  c o m e  i n  t i m e ,  p e r h a p s  I c o u l d  h a v e  b e c o m e  

p r e g n a n t  b y  i n v i t r o  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  w h i c h  I d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  m o n e y  

t o  t r y .  P e r h a p s  i t  w i l l  h e l p  m e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  a d o p t  a c h i l d  

s o m e h o w .  I d o n ' t  k n o w  i f  I w i l l  e v e r  b e  c o m p e n s a t e d  f o r  m y  

l o s s e s ,  b u t  I c e r t a i n l y  w a n t  t o  h a v e  a j u d g e  o r  j u r y  d e t e r m i n e  

t h a t  f o r  m e .  I d o n ' t  w a n t  a n  a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d  l a w  p r e v e n t i n g  m e  

f r o m  s e e k i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  r e d r e s s .

A s  a  v o t e r  a n d  c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n  o f  A l a s k a ,  I a s k  y o u  t o  v o t e  

a g a i n s t  t h e  t o r t  r e f o r m  n o w  b e f o r e  y o u .

S i n c e r e l y ,

< • C t  * L c / ( . - ibtO(_•'

G r e t c h e n  A n d e r s o n
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1 3 3 1  P r i m r o s e  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 8  

M a r c h  28 ,  1 9 8 6

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M .  M i k e  M i l l e r  

A l a s k a  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

P o x  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i l l e r :

F o u r  y e a r s  a g o ,  m y  m o t h e r  w a s  k i l l e d  b y  t h e  d r i v e r  o f  a h e a v y  

t r u c k ,  w h o  t h o u g h t l e s s l y  c r o s s e d  i n t o  h e r  l a n e  a n d  t h r e w  h e r  c a r  

o f f  t h e  r o a d .  I h a v e  w a t c h e d  t h e  d e b a t e  o v e r  t o r t  r e f o r m ,  a n d  

s e e  H B  5 3 2  f o r  w h a t  i t  i s ,  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  t a k e  av/ay t h e  r i g h t s  o f  

a c c i d e n t  v i c t i m s  a n d  t h e i r  s u r v i v o r s .  T h i s  w i l l  n o t  l o w e r

i n s u r a n c e  c o s t s ,  b u t  w i l l  o n l y  h a r m  t h o  e f f o r t s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  t r y  

t o  b r i n g  w r o n g d o e r s  t o  j u s t i c e .  O p p o s e  a l l  s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

( M r s . )  S h e r r y  M o e h r i n g
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A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  S e n a t o r s  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s :

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  g i v e  y o u  a  v i c t i m s  v i e w  o f  " t o r t  

r e f o r m . "  M y  n a m e  i s  T a m i o  H i r o s e  a n d  I u s e d  t o  b e  a  J a p a n  

A i r l i n e s  p i l o t .  W h i l e  i n  A l a s k a  i n  1 9 7 4 ,  I w a s  a  p a s s e n g e r  i n  a 

c a r  a c c i d e n t  a n d  X w a s  p a r a l y z e d  f r o m  t h e  n e c k  d o w n .  I c a n  n e v e r  

w o r k  a g a i n  a n d  I n e e d  s o m e o n e  t o  h e l p  m e  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  n o r m a l  

f u n c t i o n s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  l i f e .

T h r c u g h  J a p a n  A i r l i n e s ,  I w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  A l a s k a  

l a w y e r s  w h o  a g r e e d  t o  h e l p  m e  o n  a  c o n t i n g e n t  f e e  b a s i s .  T h e y  

d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  I h a d  a c l a i m  a g a i n s t  G e n e r a l  M o t o r s  w h o  m a d e  t h e  

c a r  I w a s  a  p a s s e n g e r  i n ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e  c a r  w o u l d  

u n e x p e c t e d l y  s p i n  o u t  w h e n  t h e  b r a k e s  w e r e  a p p l i e d  h a r d  i n  a n  

e m e r g e n c y  a s  i t  d i d  i n  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  T h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  a  c r u c i a ]  

v a l v e  h a d  b e e n  l e f t  o u t  o f  t h e  1 9 7 2  C a p r i c e  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  

G e n e r a l  M o t o r s  M a n u a l s  s a i d  i t  w a s  t h e r e .  T h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  

t h e r e  w a s  a n  e m p t y  h o u s i n g  f o r  t h e  v a l v e  i n  a l l  1 9 7 2  C a p r i c e ' s .  

I h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  r e c e n t l y  t h e  U .  S .  G o v e r n m e n t  i s  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  

G e n e r a l  M o t o r s  r e c a l l  m a n y  o f  i t s  X - c a r s  f o r  a  s i m i l a r  b r a k i n g  

s p i n - o u t  p r o b l e m ,  b u t  t h a t  a l l  h a p p e n e d  a f t e r  ray c a s e .

T h e  l a w y e r s  s p e n t  m a n y  y e a r s  o f  w o r k ,  t o o k  t h o u s a n d s  o f  

p a g e s  o f  d e p o s i t i o n s ,  c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  a u t o m o b i l e  e x p e r t s  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  e v e n  i n  E n g l a n d .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  i n  A p r i l ,  1 9 8 0 ,  

t h e y  t o o k  m y  c a s e  t o  t r i a l  a g a i n s t  G e n e r a l  M o t o r s  i n  A n c h o r a g e .  

T h e  t r i a l  l a s t e d  n i n e  w e e k s  a n d  w e  w o n .  G e n e r a l  M o t o r s  a p p e a l e d ,  

b u t  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 8 1 ,  t h e y  a g r e e d  t o  a  s e t t l e m e n t .  T h e y  h a d  

n e v e r  o f f e r e d  a n y  s e t t l e m e n t  b e f o r e  t h e n ,  s e v e n  y e a r s  a f t e r  m y  
i n j u r y .

I c o u l d  n e v e r  h a d  p a i d  m y  l a w y e r s  b y  t h e  h o u r  a s  t h e y  

w o r k e d  o n  m y  c a s e ,  a n d  I a m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  

a b l e  t o  p u r s u e  s u c h  a  h a r d  f o u g h t ,  t e c h n i c a l  c a s e  a g a i n s t  a  b i g  

c o m p a n y  l i k e  G e n e r a l  M o t o r s  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  3 3 - 1 / 3 %  c o n t i n g e n t  

f e e  w e  a g r e e d  o n .

I h o p e  t h a t  y o u  d o n ' t  t a k e  a w a y  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  n e x t  

p e r s o n  w h o  i s  i n j u r e d  l i k e  m e  t o  s e e k  j u s t i c e  f r o m  r i c h  a n d
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p o w e r f u l  c o m p a n i e s  w h o  in j u r e  th em  by l i m i t i n g  c o n t i n g e n t  fees so 
low  th a t l a w y e r s  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  to tr y  h e l p  them. Also, l i m i t i n g  
the r i g h t s  o f  in j u r e d  p e o p l e  to c l a i m  n o n - e c o n o m i c  d a m a g e s  w i l l  
r e d u c e  e v e n  f u r t h e r  the i n c e n t i v e  o f  t h e s e  c o m p a n i e s  to try 
s e t t l i n g  c a s e s  b e f o r e  m a k i n g  the i n j u r e d  p e r s o n  fi ght for s e v e n  
y e a r s .

S i n ce re ly ,

T a m i o  H i r o s e
1 - 2 2 - 1 5  M o r i g a o k a  Isogo--Ku 
Y o k o h a m a ,  J a p a n  235



To W h o m  It M a y  Concern:

Ri g h t  up front I w a n t  y o u  to k n o w  that I am p e r s o n a l l y  agai n s t  m o s t  of 

H B  532. (TORT REFORM)

Th e  w a y  sec. 0 9 . 1 7 . 0 1 0  n o n e c o n o m i c  d a m a g e s  is wo r d e d  is an elusion.

T w e n t y  five p e r c e n t  o f  the p r e s e n t  v a l u e  o f  d a m a g e s  or 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  w h i c h e v e r  

is less. Both figu r es  a r e  u nr e a l i s t i c .  5 0 0 , 00 0  w o u l d  b e  25% o f  two 

m i l l io n ,  and I t h i n k  yo u  w o u l d  be h a r d  p r e s s e d  to find s o m e o n e  w h o  has

p a i d  this m u c h  .,ioney for m e d i c a l  costs, t h e r e f o r e  the s e t t l e m e n t  y o u  are

p r o p o s i n g  will a lw a y s  be 25% o f  the p r e s e n t  damages.

I fail to see h o w  we can d i c t a t e  s e t t l e m e n t s  in e ve r y  case. No two cases

o r  s i t u a t i o n s  are e v e r  the same so h o w  can we say, all s i t u a t i o n s  are 

the same.

«
I t h i n k  that b y  l im i t i n g  the s e t t l e m e n t s  in each and e v e r y  case, y ou  will 

see a d e f i n i t e  d e c l i n e  in q u a l i t y  control. P e r s o n s  w h o  w o r k  u n d e r  th r e a t 

o f  l i a b i l i t y  will l ow e r  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  wil l  b e  less fearful 

o f  m o n e t a r y  reprisals.

I b e l i e v e  yo u  will see an inert.t-.se in things such as m a l p r a c t i c e  and a 

d e c r e a s e  in suits f i l e d  b e c a u s e  y o u  w o u l d  be t a k i n g  t h e  b u r d e n  o f f  the

i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  and p l a c i n g  it on the victi m s .  Th u s  y o u ’d be giv i n g

the u p p e r  h a n d  to th e ric h  and ta k i n g  a w a y  f r o m  th e  xJOor.

I a g r e e  w i t h  the bill in some p ar t  h o w e v e r  I d o n ’t b e l i e v e  yo u  ca n  set 

limits. E v e n  i f  y o u  left out sec. 0 9 . 1 7 . 0 1 0  y o u  w o u l d - b e  h e l p i n g  cut * 

d o w n  the b a d  law suits.

M y  dau g h t e r ,  at t ime o f  b i r t h  s p e n t  fiv e  m o n t h s  in a S e a t t l e  h o s p i t a l  

b e c a u s e  an A l a s k a n  d o c t o r  was n e g l i g e n t  i n  his duties. H e r  k i d n e y s  are 

dead, h e r  b o n e s  are damaged, an d  m a y b e  even a c ha n c e  o f  b r a i n  damage.

D u r i n g  tha t  time t h e r e  w e r e  c o u n t l e s s  ope r a t i o n s , t ubes r u n n i n g  to h e r  

f o r  life s u p p o r t  and b l oo d  t r a n s f u s i o n s . Sh e is 16 m o n t h s  old n o w  and 

w e  h a v e  ; er c o n s t a n t l y  on d i a l y s i s  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  kidneys. P r i v a t e s  n u r s e s  

are w i t h  h e r  al m o s t  ar o u n d the clock. T r a n s p l a n t s  are s c h e d u l e d  for this 

y e a r  i f  she is b i g  enough. M y  w i f e  wil l  d o n a t e  th e  f irst kidney, i f  * 

all g o e s  w ell n o  ot h er s  will b e  n e e d e d  bu t  i f  m y  d a u g h t e r s  b o d y  r e j e c t s  

the f i r s t  I will b e  the se c o n d  donor. At that p o i n t  I m a y  lose m y  job 

b e c a u s e  o f  the r isks o f  the job w i t h  o n l y  on e  kidney.

You t ell me  if y o u  w e r e  in m y  s h o e s  w o u l d  y o u  w a n t  the  s e t t l e m e n t  y o u  are

p r o p o s i n g  o r  w o u l d  y o u  w a n t  y o u r  d a y  in court. The p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  m y  

f a m i l y  ha s  e n d u r e d ha s  g i v e n  u s  th e  r i g h t  to u s e  our j u di c i a l  system.

I h o p e  tc God that n o t h i n g  seri o us  e v e r  h a p p e n s  to y o u  or y o u r  f a m i l y  o r  

y o u  m a y  p e r s o n s d l y  see th e e f f e c t s  o f  t he  bill y o u r  p r op o s i n g .



f v o n n e  . a r b e r  

H a n l e y  H o t  S p r i n g s  

Hiaska ''J?756

A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  A p r i l  2 2 ,  1 9 9 6

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 3 0 1

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

P l e a s e  t a k e  t i m e  t o  r e a d  m y  l e t t e r  o p p o s i n g  t h e  

i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t :  a t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  

s y s t e m .  I c e r t a i n l y  r e c o g n i s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  p r o b l e m  f a c i n g  o u r  

s t a t e  a t  m a n y  l e v e l s  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  

h o w e v e r ,  I don't, b e l i e v e  s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  r e m e d y  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n .  In f a c t  1 f i n d  it q u i t e  u n f a i r .

I a m  a  v i c t i m  o f  t h e  D a K d n  S h i e l d .  It i s  n o t  m y  

f a u l t  t n a t  t h i s  p r o d u c t  w h i c h  w a s  u s e d  i n  g o o d  f a i t h  h a s  l e f t  m e  

s t e r i l e  a n d  n e a r l y  t o o k  m y  L i f e .  A . H .  R o b i n s ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  w h i c h  

a d v e r t i s e d  t h i s  p r o d u c t  u n d e r  f a l s e  p r e t e n s e s  d o e s  not. s u f f e r .

Ct r e m a i n s  s o l v e n t  a n d  u n d e r  p o t e c t i p n  o f  t h e  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  

t h r o u g h  C h a p t e r  II. W h e r e  i s  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  s t o p s  s u c h  

c o m p a n i e s  f r o m  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e i r  o r o f i t s  g a i n e d  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  

o t h e r s .

A n d  w h y  i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  b e i n g  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  f u r t h e r  

p e n a l i z e s  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  w e r e  d a m a g e d  b y  t h e  D a i k o n  C h i  e l d  b o t h  

p h y s i c a l l y  a n d  m e n t a l l y ?  I a m  a  s u r v i v o r .  I a m  a b l e  t o  w o r k  

d e s p i t e  t h e  t o l l  m y  b o d y  h a s  s u f f e r e d .  M y  e c o n o m i c  d a m a g e  h a s  

b e e n  a  b u r d e n  b u t  n o t  u n b e a r a b l e .  B u t  1 a s k  y o u ,  h e w  w i l l  

l i m i t i n g  r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c " d a m a g e s  g i v e  j u s t  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  l o s s  o f  m y  chi. I d - n e a r i n g  a b i l i t y .  M o w  w i l l  t h a t  

c o m f o r t  m e  If t h e  m a n  w h o  h a s  b e e n  m y  p a r t n e r  a n d  m a t e  f o r  t e n  

y e a r s  d e c i d e s  h e  m u s t  l e a v e  m e  t o  f i n d  a  w o m a n  w h o  c a n  g i v e  h i m  a  

c h i l d  o f  h i s  o w n  f l e s h  a n d  b l o o d ?  I a m  n o t  b e i n g  m e l o d r a m a t i c .

I t  i s  o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  m y  i n a b i . l i l . t y  t o  b e a r  h i s  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  h e  

w r e s t l e s  w i t h  w h e t h e r  h e  c a n  l i v e  w i t h o u t  m e  o r  n o t .  M e a n w h i l e ,

I e x p e r i e n c e  a h o s t  o f  e m o t i o n s  t h a t  a l l o w s  l i t t l e  p e a c e  o f  

mi n d .

In V i t r o  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  a  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  m e .

I arn w i l l i n g  t o  t r y  t h i s  e v e n  t h o u g h  c h i l d b i r t h  i s  n o w  a t h r e a t  

t o  m y  l i f e  s i n c e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  t u b o p l a s t y  s u r g e r y  

t o  r e o p e n  m y  t u b e s .  W e  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  2 5 , 0 0 0  d o l l a r s  i t  t a k e s  

f o r  t h e  a v e r a g e  c o u p l e  t o  c o n c i e v e  t h i s  w a y .  I h a v e  l o o k e d  

t o w a r d s  m y  D a i k o n  S h i e l d  s e t t l e m e n t  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  if i t  c o m e s  

b e f o r e  m y  c h i l d  b e a r i n g  y e a r s  a r e  i v e r ,  I t u r n e d  3 5  y e a r s  o l d  

t h i s  w e e k .  A n d  n o w  I f i n d  out. l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  

w i l l  t a k e  t h i s  h o p e  f r o m  m e .

I f e e l  v u l n e r a b l e  a n d  i e s e n t  - f e e l i n g  c o m p e l l e d  t o  

p u b  1 r e a l l y  d i s p l a y  m y  p e r s o n a l .  Ii. :e  a n d  p r o b l e m s  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e g  

f o r  j u s t i c e .  B u t  I k n o w  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  o t h e r  w o m e n  w i t h  s i m i l a r  

p r o b l e m s  w h o  c a n n o t  t a l k  a b o u t  t h i s  t:u a n  u n k n o w n  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  

m a y  b s  u n s y m p a t h @ t i e .



>

T h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  i-ii i L n o t  s t o p  

g r e e d y  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  f r o m  t h e i r  g r o s s  p r o f i t s .  It w i l l  n o t  

a d d r e s s  t h e  r e a l  p r o b l e m  o f  b u s i n e s s e s  l a d i n g  s c r u p l e s .  It. w i l l  

n o t  s t o p  m a l p r a c t i c e .  It w i l l  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  t h e  

d e d i c a t e d  a n d  t a l e n t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  t h e s e  w h o  a r e  1 n e p t  a n d  

i r r e s p o n s i b l e .  I t  w i l l  s i m p l y  k e e p  m o n e y  i n  t h e  p o c k e t s  o f  

o p p o r t u n i s t s  a n d  a s  u s u a l  t h e  l i t t l e  g u y s  p a y .

W h y  n o t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e s  a n  e a s i l y  

a c c e s s i b l e  p u b l i c  r e c o r d  o f  d o c t o r s  r e p e a t e d  I v  g u i l t y  o f  

m a l p r a c t i c e ?  O f  c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  r e p e a t e d l y  m a r k e t  t o x i c  a n d  

d a n g e r o u s  p r o d u c t s  u n d e r  f a l s e  p r e t e n s e s .  W h y  n o t  r a i s e  t h e  

i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  i n s t e a d  o f  m a k i n g  e v e r y o n e  p a y  

a c r o s s  t h e  b o a r d ?

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  w h a t  I n a v e  w r i t t e n  a n d  o p p o s e  t h e  

i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m .  B a d  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  n o  a n s w e r  f o r  a 
r o m p  J o x  p r o b  1 e?m.

S i n c e r e ! y ,

/



©
April 18, 1986

A 1  Ad a m s ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

Juneau, A l a s k a  99801

RE: O p p o s i n g  HB 532

D ear M r . A1 A d a m s :

I am a D a i k o n  Shield v i c t i m  and I want yo u  to k n o w  that I o p p o s e  the 

i n s u r a nc e  c r i s i s / t o r t  re f o r m  effort at c h a n g i n g  our c i vi l  j u s t i c e  system.

If a p p l i e d to D a i k o n  Shield cases, the p r o v i s i o n s  you a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  would 

have a dras t i c effect on me and all o ther v i c t i m s  of D a i k o n  Shield. I of one 

a m  a v i c t i m  that has d a m a g e d  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s  r e s u l t e d  in 3 tubal p r e g n an c i e s .  

The first wa s al m o s t  d e a d l y  in m y  cas e  d u e  to a ru p t u r e  of m y  tube w h i l e  in 

m y  h o m e  town in Barrow, w h e r e  there are no l o c a l  s u r g i c a l  facili t i e s .  I ’ve 

had p a i n  & s u f f e r i n g  and e m o t i on a l  a n g u i s h  that is d i f f i cu l t  to talk about.

I c an't b ear any  c h ildren, I was d e s t r o y e d  by the D a i k o n  Shield.

I ' v e  b een a ble to p e r s e r v e r e  and c o n t i n u e  on w i t h  m y  l i f e  and now, I hea r 

that l e g i s l a t u r e  is c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  that c ould limit our r e c o v e r y  of 

" n o n - e c o n o m i c "  damages. An d  giv e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to the state.

If m y  lost w a g e s  and m e d i c a l  b il l s  a r e  $1 0 , 00 0 . 0 0 ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  the 

p r o v i s i o n s  you a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  limits m y  d a m a g e s  for pain, and suffering, 

e m o t i o n a l  anguish, loss of c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a bi l i t y ,  or w h a t e v e r  w o u l d  be 

e n t i l e d  to 2 , 5 0 0 . 0 0  . This cannot h e  j u s t i c e  to m e  and m a n y  o t h e r s  as bad 

as my case agai n s t  the m a k e r s  of D a i k o n  Shield, the A . H  R o b i n s o n  Co. who 

h as filed in the b a n k r u p c y  court seek i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  fro m  its creditors.

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  o p p o s i n g  the HB 532 in l e g i s l a t i o n  this next session.

I a m  h o p e f u l  that you won't a l l o w  this to happ e n .  I w a n t  to t h a n k  you 

for a l l o w i n g  y o u r  time to read m y  c o n c e r n  o v e r  this matter.

S incerely, ^

S a n d ra  "Ray Hopsoh-'

P.O. Box 508 

Barrow, A l a s k a  99723



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  i u n

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I w a n t  y o u  to k n o w  t h a t
I o p p o s e  the i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  t o  D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  on m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e  
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  ir. us. A n d  no w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r  
r e c o v e r y  o f  ''non-economic" d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r , to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  be j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  e y e s .

a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

B u r  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t

S i n c e r e l y ,

A d d r e s s :



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I w a n t  y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  a t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  on m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  or t h e y  w e r e  
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ?  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i i  a a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  us are. a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  s o  o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  be g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  no w ,  v/e h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r  
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $10 ,000 , w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eyes.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  pov/erful c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A d d r e s s :

/?o. So P S
//(7?h . S  S / o jp tri 9  9^-0 3



April 24, 1986

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801

Re: T o r t  R e f o r m

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  v i c t i m  a n d  I o p p o s e  the 
i n s u r a n c e  " c r i s i s " - t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  s y s t e m  o f  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e .  T h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  g i v e s  an i n j u r e d  p e r s o n  a 
f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  for j u s t i c e  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  i n s u r a n c e  
c o m p a n i e s .  L i m i t i n g  e c o n o m i c  d a m a g e s  is u n f a i r  b e c a u s e  
s o m e t i m e s  p e o p l e  a r ~  d a m a g e d  by w r o n g  d o e r s  in i m p o r t a n t  
w a y s  that a r e  n o t  j ^ s t  t i e d  to the e c o n o m i c  l o s s e s  o f  w a g e  
l o s s  a n d  m e d i c a l  bills.

T h e  d a y  to d a y  l i v i n g  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p a i n  a n d  
m e n t a l  a n g u i s h  g e n e r a t e d  by s o m e  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r i e s  d e s e r v e s  
f a i r  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  T h e  j u r i e s  a n d  t h e  c o u r t s  h a v e  g o o d  
s e n s e  a n d  j u d g m e n t  to b a s e  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  l o s s e s  o n  w h a t  o u r  
s o c i e t y  t h i n k s  is fair.

C h a n g i n g  o u r  c i v i l  s y s t e m  a n d  t a k i n g  ,t..ase 
d e c i s i o n s  a w a y  f r o m  the c o u r t s  a n d  j u r i e s  w i l l  n o t  l o w e r  
i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s .  Y o u  a l r e a d y  h a v e  e v i d e n c e  in f r o n t  o f  y o u  

t h a t  the i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y  in A l a s k a  is p r o f i t a b l e .  T h e  
s t a t e m e n t  th a t  p r e m i u m s  w i l l  be l o w e r e d  if y o u  a d o p t  tort 
r e f o r m  is n o t  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  in t h e  C a n a d i a n  
P r o v i n c e s  w h e r e  the t o r t  r e f o r m ,  as p r o p o s e d  in A l a s k a ,  is 
a l r e a d y  in p l a c e .

C h a n g i n g  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  w o n ' t  l o w e r  the 
i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  t h e  s y s t e m  i n t a c t  a n d  in the 
h a n d s  o f  r e s p o n s i v e  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e  m e m b e r s  o f  the 
c o m m u n i t y ,  the j u r y  a n d  t h e  c o u r t .

T h r e e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o f  c a r e f u l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h  
the l e g a l  s y s t e m  o f  i n j u r e d  p e r s o n s  r i g h t s  s h o u l d  n o t  be 
b l o w n  a w a y  by a s h o r t  t e r m  c r i s i s  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  
i n d u s t r y ' s  o w n  f i n a n c i a l  m i s m a n a g e m e n t .



April 2**, 1986

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801

Re: T o r t  R e f o r m

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I am a p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  v i c t i m  a n d  I o p p o s e  the 
i n s u r a n c e  " c r i s i s " - t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  s y s t e m  o f  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e .  T h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  g i v e s  a n  i n j u r e d  p e r s o n  a 
f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  f o r  j u s t i c e  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
a g a i n s t  r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  i n s u r a n c e  
c o m p a n i e s .  L i m i t i n g  e c o n o m i c  d a m a g e s  is u n f a i r  b e c a u s e  
s o m e t i m e s  p e o p l e  a r e  d a m a g e d  by w r o n g  d o e r s  in i m p o r t a n t  
w a y s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  j u s t  t i e d  to the e c o n o m i c  l o s s e s  o f  w a g e  
l o s s  a n d  m e d i c a l  bills.

T h e  d a y  to d a y  l i v i n g  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p a i n  and 
m e n t a l  a n g u i s h  g e n e r a t e d  by s o m e  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r i e s  d e s e r v e s  
f a i r  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  T i e  j u r i e s  a n d  t h e  c o u r t s  h a v e  g o o d  

s e n s e  a n d  j u d g m e n t  to b n s e  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  l o s s e s  o n  w h a t  o u r  
s o c i e t y  t h i n k s  is fair.

C h a n g i n g  o u r  c i v i l  s y s t e m  a n d  t a k i n g  t h e s e  
d e c i s i o n s  a w a y  f r o m  the c o u r t s  a n d  j u r i e s  w i l l  n o t  l o w e r  
i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s .  Y o u  a l r e a d y  h a v e  e v i d e n c e  in f r o n t  o f  y o u  
t h a t  the i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y  in A l a s k a  is p r o f i t a b l e .  T h e  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  p r e m i u m s  w i l l  be l o w e r e d  if y o u  a d o p t  tort 
r e f o r m  is n o t  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  in t h e  C a n a d i a n  
P r o v i n c e s  w h e r e  the to r t  r e f o r m ,  as p r o p o s e d  in A l a s k a ,  ie 
a l r e a d y  in p l a c e .

C h a n g i n g  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  w o n ' t  l o w e r  the 
i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  t h e  s y s t e m  i n t a c t  a n d  in the 
h a n d s  o f  r e s p o n s i v e  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e  m e m b e r s  o f  the 
c o m m u n i t y ,  the j u r y  a n d  t h e  c o u r t .

T h r e e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o f  c a r e f u l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h  
t h e  l e g a l  s y s t e m  o f  i n j u r e d  p e r s o n s  r i g h t s  s h o u l d  n o t  be 
b l o w n  a w a y  by a s h j r t  t e r m  c r i s i s  c r e a t e d  by the i n s u r a n c e  
i n d u s t r y ' s  o w n  f i n a n c i a l  m i s m a n a g e m e n t .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,



A p r i l  24, 1986

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801

Re: T o r t  R e f o r m

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I am a p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  v i c t i m  a n d  I o p p o s e  the 
i n s u r a n c e  " c r  is i s " - t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  s y s t e m  o f  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e .  T h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  g i v e s  an i n j u r e d  p e r s o n  a 
f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  f o r  j u s t i c e  a n d ~ r e a s o n a l ) l e ' c o m p e n s a t i o n  

a g a i n s t  r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  i n s u r a n c e  
c o m p a n i e s .  L i m i t i n g  e c o n o m i c  d a m a g e s  is u n f a i r  b e c a u s e  
s o m e t i m e s  p e o p l e  a r e  d a m a g e d  by w r o n g  d o e r s  in i m p o r t a n t  

w a y s  c h a t  a r e  n o t  j u s t  t i e d  to the e c o n o m i c  l o s s e s  o f  w a g e  
l o s s  a n d  m e d i c a l  bills.

T h e  d a y  to d a y  l i v i n g  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  p a i n  a n d  
m e n t a l  a n g u i s h  g e n e r a t e d  by s o m e  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r i e s  d e s e r v e s  
f a i r  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  T h e  j u r i e s  a n d  t h e  c o u r t s  h a v e  g o o d  
s e n s e  a n d  j u d g m  “ to b a s e  t h e s e  k i n d s  o f  l o s s e s  o n  w h a t  o u r  

s o c i e t y  t h i n k s  U  lir.

C h a n g i n g  o u r  c i v i l  s y s t e m  a n d  t a k i n g  t h e s e  
d e c i s i o n s  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  c o u r t s  a n d  j u r i e s  w i l l  n o t  l o w e r  
i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s .  Y o u  a l r e a d y  h a v e  e v i d e n c e  in f r o n t  o f  y o u  

t h a t  the i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y  in A l a s k a  is p r o f i t a b l e .  T h e  
s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  p r e m i u m s  w i l l  be l o w e r e d  if y o u  a d o p t  tort 
r e f o r m  is n o t  s u p p o r t e d  by the e x p e r i e n c e  in the C a n a d i a n  

P r o v i n c e s  w h e r e  the to r t  r e f o r m ,  as p r o p o s e d  in A l a s k c , is 
a l r e a d y  in p l a c e .

C h a n g i n g  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  w o n ' t  l o w e r  t h e  
i n s u r a n c e  r a t e s .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  t h e  s y s t e m  I n t a c t  a n d  in the 
h a n d s  o f  r e s p o n s i v e  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e  m e m b e r s  o f  the 
c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e  j u r y  a n d  t h e  c o u r t .

T h r e e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o f  c a r e f u l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h r o u g h  
the l e g a l  s y s t e m  o f  i n j u r e d  p e r s o n s  r i g h t s  s h o u l d  n o t  be 
b l o w n  a w a y  by a s h o r t  t e r m  c r i s i s  c r e a t e d  by t h e  i n s u r a n c e  

i n d u s t r y ' s  o w n  f i n a n c i a l  m i s m a n a g e m e n t .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

5 - J -

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  o f  u s  a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  s o  o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  art v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  i n  us. A n d  no w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  o r  
w h a t e v e . , t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  e y e s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A d d r e s s :  ^  _

IM C S  C w a ,  ^



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

R E : D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  a t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a i l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  o f  u s  a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  n o w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  t > 
t h e  s t a t e .

I f  m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e - x n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n r r  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  be j u s t i c e  i n  a n y o n e ' s  eye s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

A d d r e s s :

t i t J A f r n . e  M

9  no tfncjdr.
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A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  t o  k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  our 
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  th 
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  r 
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  th 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s, o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  o f  u s  a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  for o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  n o w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
th e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $10 ,000 , w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eyes.

J a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it u o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

f a .



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  on m e
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  or t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  s o  o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  be g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  of a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  now, w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  "non-econo:.nc" d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r ,  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eyes.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p c - a t i o n s , w h i c h  do, on o c c a s i o n ,  a c t  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

4 4 8 6  E a r l y  S p r i n g  S t r e e t  
H o m e r ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 0 3



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

R E : D a i k o n  S h i e l d  IUD

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  the i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f r e o t  on m e  
a n d  a l l  o t t e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  or t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  about. 
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  for o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  of a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  now, v/e h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  the 
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  and 
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  lo s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
v / h a t e v e r , t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eyes.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A d d r e s s :

1 2 2 4  G i l m o r e  T r a i l  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  S 9 7 0 1



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

R E : D a i k o n  S h i e l d  IUD

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  th a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  our 
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  I f  a p p l i e d  t o  D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  the
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  on me
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  t o  t a l k  about. 
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  u s  are a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  for o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a time b o m b  i n  us. A n d  no w ,  v/e h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  our
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
the s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $10 ,000, w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  the 
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  and 
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  loss o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  be j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eyes.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  on c e  
a l l o w  i t  t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  leave 
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  can 
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  act

S i n c e r e l y ,

A d d r e s s :



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  998CP

R E : D a i k o n  S h i e l d  IUD

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  a t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  t o  D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  on me 
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e  
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  t o  t a l k  a b out. 
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  v/hich w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  of a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  no w ,  v/e h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r  
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  the 
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  loss o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eyes.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h i t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  i t  t o  h a p p e n .  Jtaease l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  act 
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

A d d r e s s :   ̂ ^  C f C ^ I  Z

S i n c e r e l y ,  n

^0 2 . Z  l R  ’



Alaska. Legislature 

Juneau, Alaska 99801

R£: D aikon S h ie ld  IDD

Le a r  Legislators:

I sun a  Daikon Shield victim and I want you to kno w  that I oppose the insurance 

crisis/ tort r eform effort at changing our civil justice system. If applied to Daikon 

Shield cases, the provisions y ou are considering w o u l d  have a drastic effect un o n  ne and 

all other viotias of the D aikon Shield. Many victims o f  the Daikon Shield lost thei..’ i h- 

productive organs, or they were severely damaged} w e  all have pain and Buffering ana , 

emotional anguish that i s  difficult t o  describe and h a r d  to talk about. M a n y  of us can t 

bea r  children which we dearly want!

While I was a us e r  of the Daikon Shield IUD i n  1973* I became pregnant unaware -of 

this” because the baby was growing in ay tube, where it finally ruptured (pelvic inflam­

matory disease with a subsequent ectopic pregnancy) A s  a result of this m y  doctor removed 

m y  tube and ovary. I did risk another pregnancy and w a s  fortunate to have a*'"beautiful" 

little girl in 197U. I do believe she is a miracle, a  gift from God for m y  husband and 

me!’ After h^j. birth though my doctor advised us that it would indeed be too risky to get 

pregnant again b o  I went ahead and had my other side tied,( tubal ligation) I could-have 

died as a result of the Daikon Shield, and in the ye a r s  since, I have continous and some­

times serious medical problems that have resulted from the IUD. M y  husband a n d  m e  would 

loved to have had more children! ■
But m o B t  of us persevere and continue working, so our "economic" damage may not 

be so great, just medical bills and some lost wages f o r  operations. W e  are victims of a 

company which knowingly put a time bomb in us! And now, we hear, we he a r  that y ou are 
considering legiolation that could limit our recovery of "non-economic" damages, and give 

punitive damages to the state, which I think night n o t  in° all-likelihood" even be (10HBTI- 

TPTIONAL?

If m y  lost wages and medical bills are$10,000, which is not unusual for a Daikon 
Shield victim, I understand the provJ^ion you are considering limits m y  damages f or pgin 
iud suffering, emotional anguish, loss of child-bearing ability or whatever, to $2 ,500. 
diis cannot b e  justice in anyones eyes!

I am hopeful that once y ou understand this yov. w o n’t allow it to happen. Please 

loave our civil justice Bystem alone so that we and r uture victims can have a fighting 
chance against rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion" act irresponsibly. 
Thank you
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A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  1 J l U'' JajS J 2 j5 - ^  ,
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  IUD

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  me 
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e  
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ’t b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  v/hich w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  s o  o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  are v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  now, w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r  
r e c o v e r y  o f  "non-cconoir.ic" d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  

s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  of c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
v/hatever, t o  $2 , 500 . T h i s  c a n n o t  be j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eyes.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,  ,

{ J t f r i i i i b  c 9 W s $ ^

A d d r e s s :

% O l'd S )
f i n d  d r  t  r f t
' 1 r / s z b



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

R E : D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  of the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  be g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  for o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  now, we h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  for a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  the 
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  lo s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w n a t o v e r ,  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  be j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eyes.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  Plet.se l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e
so t h a t  v/e a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  pov/erful c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t

Xi/T- lAwnofh
ftK - 11
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A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  t o  D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  u h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  now, v/e h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eye s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  pov/erful c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,
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A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  or t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e
w o r k i n g ,  s o  o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  i n  us. A n d  n o w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  for p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  of c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  c r  
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eyes.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t
a l l o w  it co h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  t o  D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  or t h e y  w e r e  
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  now, w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r  
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

I f  m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  for p a i n  a.nj 
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r ,  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h  is c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  dn a n y o n e ' s  e y e s  -

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  pov/erful c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, on o c c a s i o n ,  a c t  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I w a n t  y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  a t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  t o  D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
and a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  of u s  a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i n e  b o m b  i n  us. A n d  no w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r ,  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eyes.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A d d r e s s :

> .

/ {  V'tQjJj-'-U
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A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  t o  D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  Shi Id. M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  s o  o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  i n  us. A n d  now, w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  the 
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  and 
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eye s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 0 1

R E : D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D  

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant you to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  t o  D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  are c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  of the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  lo s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  or t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  us c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  w a n t j

B u t  m o s t  o f  u s  a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g s  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  lo s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  are v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  n o w ,  v/e h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  lost w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 G ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  for a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  are c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or
v/hatever, to $ 2 , 5 0 0  . T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  e y e s !

I am h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  th i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it to h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  pov/erful c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  d o ,  o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,  p

A d d r e s s :   ̂ y
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A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant you t o  k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  system. I f  a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h ield c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  are c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  lost t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  or t h e y  w e r e  
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  want.

B u t  m o s t  o f  u s  a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  s o  o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  great. J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  lost w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  are v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  i n  us. And n o w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  could l i m i t  o u r  
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  lost w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  are $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  , w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  for a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  are c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  for p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  of c n i i d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  o r  
v / h a t e v e r , t o  $2 ,500 . T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  e y e s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  this y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  justice s y s t e m  ^ l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u ture v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, on o c c a s i o n ,  a c t  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A d d r e s s :

r O / i  & L X :  J ^ 7 / -



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant you t o  k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  system. I f  a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  are c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  lost t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  or t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  and e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  want.

B u t  m o s t  o f  u s  a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  lost w a g e s  for o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  are v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  n o w ,  v/e h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
the s t a t e .

I f  m y  lost w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h
is n o t  u n u s u a l  for a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  are c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  for p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l u ^ s  o f  c'nild-Dearing a b i l i t y ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r ,  to $2,500. T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  e y e s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  this y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it to h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  future v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, on o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A d d r e s s :

I  ■ 0 . y. H  -  3 C?

0  ly-C-li . ' / W t  O /



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RF: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  are c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h o  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  or t h e y  w e r e  
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  lo s t  w a g e s  for o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  of a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  i n  us. A n d  n o w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r  
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  .And g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

I f  m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  for a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  are c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
v / h a t e v e r , to $ 2 , 5 0 0  . T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  i n  a n y o n e ' s  eyes.

a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

B u t  m o s t  o f  u s  a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t

/  Y v o n n e  C. R a y

A d d r e s s 220 G a l l e o n  D r i v e

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 5



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I w a n t  y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s , o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  n o w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  i n  a n y o n e ' s  eye s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t
a l l o w  i t  t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s u
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A  6- — )y-
0

A d d r e s s :

(j L m . t (j l C  tftfS G 'Z .
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A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  t o  k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  a t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  It a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  me 
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i n i d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e  
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  i n  us. A n d  n o w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r  
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T n i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  i n  a n y o n e ' s  e y es.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
s o  t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  v/hich do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A d d r e s s :

/ V  0 Q C  - 7 7 / Y / ^
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A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

R E : D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e  
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  v/hich ,?e d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  now, v/e h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r  
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  tc 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  the 
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r , t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  e y es.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i p c e r e l y ,  ^

,<£> A -6
J  ■v  ~ J

Address: O/^ OJyL SO~lS 
U J& .&  11 a , f t f c
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A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  on m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  s o  o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  

b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  v/ages for o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  now, v/e h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

I f  m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m* d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  of c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r ,  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  be j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  e y e s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
- i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

' A L . U j  \ L i_ a c ,

A d d r e s s :

cm \ j
vy-ix -   ^
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D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  a t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e  
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  s o  o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  be g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  for o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  no w ,  v/e h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r  
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  lo s s  of c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eye s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  i t  t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  v/e a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .
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D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I w a n t  y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  
Man^ o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  u s  a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  now, v/e h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

I f  m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $10 ,000, w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  the 
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  of c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  e y e s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .
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D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  t o  k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  a t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  be g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  i n  us. A n d  n o w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  v/hich 
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  i n  a n y o n e 1c e y e s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A d d r e s s :

M eg  UJb? q a C o ^
a t v ^ o c o a e  i
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D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  or t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  v/hich w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  s o  o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  for o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  i n  us. A n d  now, v/e h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  o r  
v/hatever, t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eye s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  u  t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .
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D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  t o  D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a l t o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e  
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  v/hich w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s  . o f  u s  a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  i n  us. A n d  n o w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r  
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  the 
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  be j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eye s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A d d r e s s :

S c ?  *'<3

^  ^  ? ?  s '*  &^ *



• A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

R E : D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D  

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  a t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  o f  u s  a r e  a b l e  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  s o  o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  no w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to
t h e  s t a t e .

I f  m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eyes.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  i t  t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

/ V



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

R E : D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s !

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  arid I w a n t  y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  a t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  v/hich w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  be g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  \ a a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  now, w e  h e a r
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $.10,000, w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  the 
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  be j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  e v e s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it to h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c r  a g a i n s t  
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t  
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

A d d r e s s :

V
7 7  7 0  $



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 G 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I w a n t  y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  a t  c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e
p r o v i s i o n -  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  on m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  the 
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  i:o t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  be g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  for o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  i n  us. A n d  now, w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  "non-e- n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $10 ,000 , w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
pro-vision y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  ] o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  just.i.ce in a n y o n e ' s  e y es.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

/ y [cU .o J

A d d r e s s :  S ^  *

J ? 7 3  3  ^  A^ c/C .-



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a n  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n 11 b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  v/hich we d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  of a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  i n  us. A n d  n o w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $10 ,000, w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  the 
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  or 
w h a t e v e r ,  to $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  eye s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  pov/erful c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

' 'CUJ ^

A d d r e s s :

S o y .
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A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: D a i k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I v/ant y o u  t o  k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  If a p p l i e d  to D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  v/ould h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a ] 1 o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n q u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  to t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  v/hich w e  d e a r l y  w a n t .

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  to p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  

b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  o f  a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  in us. A n d  n o w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

I f  m y  l o s t  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i t s  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  o f  c h i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r ,  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i c e  in a n y o n e ' s  e y e s .

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

/& X  t t n  ,

uJtt-t-KO,



A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

RE: P a  I k o n  S h i e l d  I U D

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I a m  a D a i k o n  S h i e l d  v i c t i m  a n d  I w a n t  y o u  to k n o w  t h a t  
I o p p o s e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c r i s i s / t o r t  r e f o r m  e f f o r t  at c h a n g i n g  o u r  
c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  I f  a p p l i e d  t o  D a i k o n  S h i e l d  c a s e s ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  m e  
a n d  a l l  o t h e r  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  D a i k o n  S h i e l d .  M a n y  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
D a i k o n  S h i e l d  l o s t  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  o r g a n s ,  o r  t h e y  w e r e
s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e d ;  w e  a l l  h a v e  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  
a n g u i s h  t h a t  is d i f f i c u l t  to d e s c r i b e  a n d  h a r d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  
M a n y  o f  u s  c a n ' t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i c h  w e  d e a r l y  v/ant.

B u t  m o s t  o f  us a r e  a b l e  tc p e r s e v e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  
w o r k i n g ,  so o u r  " e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e  m a y  n o t  b e  g r e a t .  J u s t  m e d i c a l  
b i l l s  a n d  s o m e  l o s t  w a g e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  W e  a r e  v i c t i m s  of a 
c o m p a n y  w h i c h  k n o w i n g l y  p u t  a t i m e  b o m b  i n  us. A n d  no w ,  w e  h e a r  
t h a t  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r
r e c o v e r y  o f  " n o n - e c o n o m i c "  d a m a g e s .  A n d  g i v e  p u n i t i v e  d a m a g e s  to 
t h e  s t a t e .

If m y  l o s e  w a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  
is n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a D a i k o n  Shie' v i c t i m ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i m i  m y  d a m a g e s  f o r  p a i n  a n d
s u f f e r i n g ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n g u i s h ,  l o s s  oi c n i l d - b e a r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r ,  t o  $ 2 , 5 0 0 .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  j s t i c e  i n  a n y o n e ' s  eyes.

I a m  h o p e f u l  t h a t  o n c e  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  y o u  w o n ' t  
a l l o w  it t o  h a p p e n .  P l e a s e  l e a v e  o u r  c i v i l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a l o n e  
so t h a t  w e  a n d  f u t u r e  v i c t i m s  c a n  h a v e  a f i g h t i n g  c h a n c e  a g a i n s t
r i c h  a n d  p o w e r f u l  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  do, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a c t
i r r e s p o n s i b l y .

S i n c e r e l y , 

A d d r e s s :  . -
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TO:

FROM:

BILL NO 

SUBJECT 

MESSAGE

PUBLIC OP IN ION ME SSAGE

RE P R E S E N T A T I V E  M. MIKE MILLER

SH AR ON WALLEEN 
20*1 BORE ALI S 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 
2 7 9 - 0S60

TORT REFORM

S9503

TORT REFORM WILL NOT LOWER IN SU R A N C E  RATES AND TORT 
RE FO RME RS ADMIT THIS. IT WILL ALLOW W R O N G - D O E R S  fO 
GET OFF WITHOUT 5JAYING THEIR FAIR SHARE. FIND OUT MORE 
ABOUT IN SU RAN CE COMPANY PR OF ITS IN ALASKA. VOTE NO.

DATE: 03/2B/S6 TIME: 11:53:06 SENT BY: A N C H O R A G E  LIU

m

C O PI ES TO: HOUSE MEMBERS
SENATE MEMBER!

#



PUBLIC OP INION MESSAGE

TO: RE PR ESE N T A T I V E  M. MIKE MILLER

FROM: PEGGY WILLIAMS 
4-319 SAN ROBERTA. 81 
AN CH ORAGE 
258- 102 9

99508

BILL NO:

SUBJECT: JU STICE FOR VICTIMS

MESSAGE.

IN SU RAN CE R E FO RM NOT TORT REFORM. VOTE NO ON HB 532.
VOTE NO ON HB 455 DIVESTMENT. SUPPORT SB 187 ON ADOPTION. 
SUPPORT HB 547. HEALTH IN SU RAN CE AND HB 589, HEALTH. 
JUSTICE FOR THE VICTIMS NOT INJUSTICES. D O N ’T SUPPORT 
LAWS AGAINST THE PEOPLE. SEE YOU AT ELECTION TIME.

DATE: 03/28/85 TIME: 1 3 :3 5;5 9 SENT BY: ANCHORA GE LIO

CO PIES TO: HOUSE MEMBERS
SENATE ME MBERS


