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The Honorable M. Mike Miller

Alaska State House of Representatives

P. 0. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: Insurance Crisis Legislation

Dear Representative Miller:

While the Legislature may be under pressure to do
"something", | sincerely hope that a patchwork of provisions
are not hurriedly grafted into the somewhat delicately
balanced civil justice systenm. The immediate problem
facing the Legislature 1is the high price or wunavailability
of dInsurance coverage for some Alaska businesses. The
insurance companies will not agree to lower rates or to make
insurance more available even if the civil jJustice system 1is
changed. Therefore, these changes do not help the immedi —
ate problem, and there 1is not a lot of sense in rushing to
make the changes since they will adversely affect Alaskans*®
rights in return for nothing.

I do think that the 1insurance industry should be
scrutinized. I read \n the Sunday Anchorage paper that a
spokesman acknowledges that the insurers make a profit in
Alaska. It is hard for me to believe that if the forces of
a free market were at work, truly competing 1insurers would
raise their prices sky high when they were already making a
profit because their competitors should take their business.

Since the insurance business in Alaska has been
profitable even at pre-crisis rates, perhaps the State
should get into the 1insurance business at least temporarily
as a means of addressing the immediate problem. Other
ideas are contained 1in the other two articles attached. In

O



any event, | would urge that the initial and primary thrust
of any action be on the insurance 1industry since this is the
only way to untangle and gain an understanding of the
immediate problem of the high <cost or wunavailability of
insurance which, again, will not be solved by changing the
civil justice system even according to the insurers.

Some of the specific changes to the civil justice

systembeing considered may have some merit, others make a
shambles of the existing system and the values on which it
is based. I would urge that careful study of the proposals

be made in view of the already existing law so that if
changes are made we end up with something balanced, consis—

tent end comprehensive vrather than patchwork. Two exam-—
ples:

1. Non-binding arbitration of claims under
$50,000. This could be beneficial. Many such cases settle

anyway, and | wonder what the cost would be.

2. Changing the law of joint and several liabil—
ity. This subject <can be quite intricate and there are
many fact variations that can be presented. Basically, it

addresses the question of what happens when the acts of two
or more wrongdoers combine to produce one injury to a

person. Under the tort law of negligence, no wrongdoer 1is
liable for injury unless his wrongful acts were a "substan-—
tial factor™ in bringing about the 1injury and "but for™ his
acts, the injury would not have occurred. Perhaps in view
of this, it has long been the law everywhere 1in this coun—
try, ann 1 think elsewhere, that although an injured person
can only collect once for his 1injury, he <can <collect from
either of the wrongdoers whose acts were a "substantial
factor™ in causing his injury and "but for" whose negligence
his injury would not have occurred. The 1law of "contribu-—
tion"™ and "indemnity"™ then permit the wrongdoers to adjust

the loss between themselves.

The intricacies and possible factual variations
with respect to this subject have been carefully analyzed by
the national promulgator of Uniform Laws for all states, and
they came up with a uniform law designed to operate fairly
in the multitude of factual situations that can arise.
This has been in effect in Alaska since 1970, A.S. 09.16.



I would urge careful study before trying tochange
theselaws. The proposals I have seen appear ill con —
ceived .

Other provisions, such as mandatory payments over
time (which are often employed anyway now where appropriate)

would not affect insurance rates and would appear to require
a bigger bureaucracy to administer.

Thanks for your attention to theissues.

Sincerely,

Lloyd V. Anderson

LVA:dw



April 16, 1986

Alaska Legislature
P. 0. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Legislators:

My name is Paul Andrews. I live in Chevak, Alaska,
and I was a passenger on a Hermans Air plane that crashed near
Bethel last November. My leg is still in a cast andmy back
hurts all the time because | have <crushed vertebrae. I live
basically a subsistence lifestyle, occasionally finding work for
wages. I haven®t been able to work or to hunt or fish like I
usually do and 1 don*t know if or when |1 will be able to get back
to it. My claim for compensation for my 1injuries 1is pending.

My attorney told me you are considering a bill to linmit
my possible recovery. A provision limiting non-economic
damages, especially if it limited them to 251 of economic
damages, would be especially hard on me becausel do not wearn big
wages and most of my damage 1is "non-ecomonic".

Please don"t 1limit my rights to seek compensation and
justice. If you do, all rural Alaskans who will be injured in

the future will also be hurt.

Sincerely,

Paul Andrews
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April 14, 1986
Honorable Mike Navarre
Chairman, Labor and Commerce Committee
Alaska House of Representatives
P. 0. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811
Re: The Insurance Crisis and Tort Reform

Dear Representative Navarre:

I have practiced 1 i n Juneau since 1969, am a former Assistant Attorney

Genera], former Juneau City Attorney, and have a modest but respectable
practice. Over th3 years | have handled a fair share of personal injury and a
number of wrongful death cases for the victims and families of victims of
negligence. I have no ax to grind because for the past year | have been gearing
down to an even more relaxed practice, which obviously does not include a heavy
litigation schedule. Nevertheless, 1 speak out strongly against legislation

which would create a special <class of people to be discriminated against: the
victim of negligence.

As I wrote to Rep. Mike Miller a while ago, when you consider the many
ideas afoot to alleviate the insurance crises, pause for a moment or two. In
the life of a legislator many groups seek exemption. It may be from budget
cuts, from taxes or the application of some law, rule or regulation. These
requests for special treatment invariably involve money. The burden of one
man % exemption is usually shared by all who pay taxes and 1is spread evenly.

Tort reform is different. It calls for payment by a class which already
carries speci-1 burdens.

These Alaskans are a strange and pitiful lot. They are the brain-injured
children struck by automobiles; the helpless passengers in the airplanes that
should not have taken off that day; the pregnant women whose lives have perhaps
been jeopardized by incompetent doctors; they are the maimed, the scarred, the
blinled and the crippled. Include, also, in this group the survivors of those
who were killed by acts of negligence.[1] O0f all the people in society who
ought NOT to be made to shoulder the burden of helping the insurance industry
out of the doldrums, it is these survivors and these injured whom a jury has
found entitled to recover.

1. I note that damages for the negligent killing of a person without dependents
would be limited to $25,000 by the reform coalition. Why don @ they say what
they mean? They mean that $25,000 is the maximum payment for a child killed by
a drunk driver. (That.-"= les3 than some people pay for/ car, a boat or even a
horse.) \



Today it is doctors who would deny the victim full compensation. But
doctors are not the first nor will they be the last to seek emasculation of the
legal system as a "quick fix." Ski areas, aircraft owners/operators,

manufacturers of defective products, government entitities- these are examples
of others who seek to limit their own liability. The one who will pay for that
favored treatment is the faceless victim. I say "faceless" because we are
speaking of the child, woman or man who does not know that tomorrow he or she
will be chosen for tragedy. Tomorrow"s victims are very real. They are as real
as the awful numbers which measure the carnage. Since they have not yet Dbeen
injured they cannot very well organize into a citizen™ coalition.

The question you face is this: Will future maimed and injured Alaskans be
made to pay, out of their compensation for injury, the cost of reducing
insurance premiums?

Wealthy plaintiffs® firms are rare. Wealthy defense firms are well known
in every major «city in the State. The insurance lawyer is paid when he wins and
he is paid when he loses. The Plaintiff"s lawyer is only paid when he wins.
The reason is simple: his clients cannot afford hourly fees. It is often hard
to find a lawyer who will accept many of these cases- even at a 33-1/3%
contingent fee. The coalition would reduce that fee even further. What a

stroke of genius! It not only strikes a favorite target, the lawyer, but in so
doing it also deprives the victim of representation.

I don"t say there is no insurance problem. There surely is and for that
reason all suggestions shoula be carefully considered- all but one, that is.
You should reject out of hand the coalition™ plans to undermine the common law
tort system. You should steadfastly refuse to create a class of Alaskans whose
ability to hire a good lawyer 1is compromised. You should vote "no" on
legislation which would substitute the judgment of the legislature for the
verdict of a jury as to what is fair compensation in any given situation.

The kind of "reform™ 1 have been hearing about would be a high price to pay
for the purpose of restoring profitability toan industry whose ethics (as well
as profits) are in great doubt. I enclose a sampling of "twice told tales.™
These are some favorites of the news media- the Paul Harvey®s of the world.
Please take a few minutes tc review the "rest of the story"™ behind these
distortions. Thank you.

Very truly yours,

DOUGLAS L. GREGG

Enclosures
DLG:1b
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I he insurance companies, which op-
T Ipbse injured Americans' right to a
= |yry trial, try to ridicule juries by
| I garadmg before the nediathe same
or 7 stories of wha' they call “out-
rageous verdicts.” Some of these Cases are 6.
7, 0r 10 years old and have nothing to do with
the truly outrageous premiums sought by the
insurers today. ,
Nevertheless, insurers tell the tales to mislead
the public into believing that juries give huge
sums to undeserving victims and that this is
driving up the cost of insurance.
Except_for the injuries to the victims, close
examination shows, there is nothing horrible
about these "horror; ories.” Here are the anec-

t

dotes . . . and_the facts.
TIIE PERFUME AND .
THE CANDLE
Among those citi ‘g this case is Victor

Schwartz, chief lobbyist in Washington, D.C.,
for corporate and insurance interests. On the
network news show “Nightline,” Schwartz said
recently: “A woman in Maryland recovered
mondely ‘when perfume was poured on a lit
candle.

The Full Facts: First of all, Schwartz ne-

lected to tell viewers that this case was deciaed
10 years ago and has nothing to do \. .th today's
isstles, Second, the final award to the plaintiff
was about $30,000, hardly enough to break an
industry with } sefs of mare than $207 billion,
Th”d(f’ he perfume was not poured on a lighted
candle.

Nancy Moran, 15, was visiting a friend of
the same age. There was a Christmas candle
burning ina saucer. To give the candle fra-
grancez the friend poured Cologne from a drip

ottle into the saucer, not on the flame. The

heat of the flame ignited the vapors rising from
the cologne. The burning vapors torched the
Perfume In the saucer, causing it to explode into
lame. Ms. Moran was seriously burned.

The hury verdict in Moran v. Faberge, Inc.
was upheld in 1975 by the Maryland Court of
Apﬁeals, which ruled that the defendant knew
or had reason to know that the coloqne might
come close enough to a flame to explode. The
same product, sold in a spray hottle, contained
awarmn% not to use it near a flame. A woman
applyln? he cologne could experience the same
result it she were to light a cigarette.

Had the plaintiff poured the cologne directly
on the (lame, there would have been no case,
said Martin Freeman of Bethesda, Md., who
handled the case. His number |s|£301N951-1610.

THE REFRIGERATOR AND
THE BODY BUILDER

Forbes Magazm,e ina July 1985 article and
syndicated columnist Ernest' Conine last Nov-
ember, among others, have cited the case of th
“41-year-old body builder [who] entered a fc
race with a refrlgerator_stra%ped to his hack to
prove his prowess. During the race, he alleged,
one of the straps came |00se and the man Was
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hurt. He sued everyone in sight, including the
maker of the strap. Jury award: $1 million.”
The quote is from Forbes. _

The Full Facts: The recitation of this 8-year-
old accident is w.ong on several counts, in
Colombo v. Trans World International, the
plaintiff, Franco Colurnbo, was a world-
champion body builder. In 1976, he won the
“Mr. Olympia® contest. In 1977, he agreed to
gartlmpate In a television show, “The World's
tron?_est Man,” produced by Trans World In-
ternational Corporation and aired on CBS tel-
evision. The other defendants were MCA, the
{Jarent company of Universal Studios, where
he event occured, and Zuver Fitness Center,
Inc., the manufacturer of the equipment used
by the plaintiff,
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The event was t0 have 10 participants, all-

well-known athletes, competing_in “off-beat"
contests. One event was a refrigerator race.
Each contestant was to walk or run 40 yards
with a 400-pound refrlﬁerator on his hack.

Before the event, each contestant was ﬁlven
a written contract guaranteeing that all the
equipment had been tested for safety. Zuver
Fitness Center developed the coniests and pre-
pared the equipment. . .

Mr. Colurnbo was in the first of five heats.
All the other contestants were more than 6'
tall; Mr. Colurnbo is 5'6" tall, and all the
defendants knew that fact. After he had run
7 or 8 yards, he fellWhen the rack to which the
refrigérator was attached struck the ground.
For someone of his height to lift the rack and
refrigerator off the ground, Mr. Colurnho had
to bend forward dee?ly. This caused his cen-
ter of gravity to be thrown off, and he col-
lapsed, He suffered a total knee displacement.
His injuries required extensive surgery.

At the trial, the chiefengineer for Zuver ad-
n itted that (1) the equipment had never been
tested by anyone Mr. Columbao's size, (2) the
ec uipment had never been tested by anyone
wno had run with it, and (3) he had told Trans
World officials that he didn't think the equ-
ment or the race itself was safe. Other exPer S
testified that it was nor humanly possible to do
what was expected in the contest. (After Mr,
Columbo's fall, all the other contestants
walked the race.) ,

In 1982, a Los Angeles jury awarded
§1,036,760 and Trans World settled for $1 mil-
lion. The company was nol insured, so this
amount had no effect on insurance Premlums.
And the plaintiff never alleged that the strap
broke; in fact, the maker ofthe strap was not
sued. Attorney George Royec of Los Angeles
r>e§32re758e6n8ted the plaintiff. His number is ?213)

THE HQT-AIR BALLOON AND
. THE LAUNDRY ,
Forbes, inits July 1985 article decrying the
so-called current liability crisis, gave this ex-
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e)\lore Facts

continued from pl

ample of "absurdly generous awards:
Two Maryland men decided to dry
their hot-air balloon in a commercial
laundry dryer. It exploded, injuring
them. They won S885.000 in
damages from American Laundry
Machinew, which manufactured the
dryer." Tl,is tale is repeated, virtually
word for rd, in many places.

The Py l]v?acts Horan . d&men-
can Laundry Machlnery Industries
was decided in 1979. Mr. Horan
owned a 60-foot, nylon, hot-air bal-
loon used by his advertising agency.
When it became extremely muddy,
he tool, it to a friend in the laundry
business, who advised him that his
equipment was too small to launder
the bai’'oon. They then went to a lo-
cal ho. pital, where the equipment
was designed for industrial purposes,
and began to launder the balloon.
The laundry extractor began to vi-
brate violently, causing it to blow up.

Mr. Horan was badly injured; his
friend’'s hand was nearly severed, re-
quiring microsurgery at Johns Hop-
kins Hospital. At the trial, it was
proved that the company had a pat-
ent on a device that would have au-
tomatically stopped the machine if it
vibrated excessively. Nevertheless,
evidence revealed, the company had
decided before the accident not to in-
stall the device.

A Baltimore jury awarded
$1,26"™ JOO to the two men. Samuel
O. Jackson, Jr., now retired, rep-
resented the plaintiff. The phone
number for Mr. Jackson’s firm is

T

In a speech last December,
Richard Willard, assistant attorney
general for the Civil Division, U.S.
Department of Justice, told his au-

ience a story repeated in many
quarters.

“An Oregon jury awarded SI.5
million in damages to the estate of a
woman who was killed when a horse
fell through the roof of her 1980 Ford
Pinto. The horse had been spooked
by wolves or coyotes and broke
through a triple-strand, barbed-wire
fence onto the highway. The horse
was hit head-or by the woman'’s car,
was knocked into the air, -nd fell
down onto the hood and roof of the
car. Although Tord argued that the
accident was a ‘one in a million ac-
cident,” and that no car could ever
withstand the impact of a horse, the
jur; foun Ford liable.”

¥h Facts in Green v. Ford

Motor, Co., a Portland, Oregon,
jury found Ford liable because of
weakness in the design of the Pinto’s
roof. In 1982, Mr. Green was driv-
ing his 20-ycar-old wife and their
newborn baby home from the hospi-
tal when a horse stepped into the
road. The car hit the horse. The ani-
mal slid across the windshield and
roof. The roof collapsed. Mrs. Green
was struck in the temple and killed.

The National Transportation Safe-
ly Board requires that a vehicle with-
stand 5,000 pounds on impact from
a rollover, which is close to what hap-
pened to the Greens’ car. A simula-
tion of the accident proved that the
Pinto could withstand only 3,800
pounds. Furthermore, Ford employ-
ees testified, records of vehicles that
had failed safety tests had been de-
stroyed.

In addition, Oregon records show,
a hort. «is involved in an automobile
accident there every three days. So,
this is hardly a "one in a million ac-
cident.” Most important, however,
the car should have been able to with-
stand the impact of the accident. Mil-
lions of people depend on the
crashworthiness of their cars.

In June 1985, ajury brought a ver-
dict of SI.5 million against Ford.

New “M” Club Mem" -

Perry Abernethy
George Adelo
George Andreos
William Anton
David Archuleta
Patrick Armstrong
Jeffrey Baker
William Ball
Carl Barbier
David Baum
Richard Beliles
Victor Bergman

Thomas Guelzow
Fredd Haas
Michael Haines
Joan Harlan
John Harlin, Jr.
Thomas Hart Ill
| ex Hawkins
James P. Hayes
Arthur lied berg
Jim Heslet

Wi illiam Hicks
Albert Hofeld

Stuart Pearlman
Stephan Peskin
Scott Peters
Thomas Popejoy
Terence R. Quinn
Drew Ranier
Thomas Reavely
Gordon Reisell
Charles Reynolds
John Riccolo
Peter Riley
James Roach

Thomas J. Bice J. Roy Holliday John James Rojan
M. Gene Blackburn Bill Hoppe Carol Russo
Richard Bosson Dennis llummell J. Nicholas Russo

Richard Breen
Joe Bufogle
Kenneth Butters
Michael Callen
Patrick Carr
Patrick Casey
Jane Ann Cobh
A. J. Cone
Roxanne Conlin
James Conrady
Sharon Corbitt
Thomas Craw lord
Nick Critelli
Richard Crollet
Paul Cronin
Charles Currier
T. A. Deiuetrio
1 .1 lilim

Mark Humphrey
Dwight James
Leo Kelly

Jan Kleinman
John Kujawsk;
Gary Lane

Joe l.anan

Bill Lawrence
Mike Lawler
James Lawyer
Verne Lawyer
Alan L.cibson
Robert Leonard
Harvey Lewis
Robert Loltmun
Marjon 1otiis J. Montjoy Trimble
Peter Mnllery
*S.m Maloti

Benito Sanchez
Michael Sanchez
J. Bryan Schulte
Michael Sciorlino
Mitchell Shamus
William Shelton
Robert A. Slattery
Daniel Spellman
Martin Spellman
Frank Spring
Betsy Ann Stewart
| arry Stewart
Loof Strand
Lorenzo Tapia
Tito Trevino

Ronald VanAmbcig
Belle Velde

* lias appealed. The plaintiffs at-
torney is J. T. Baiseh of Portland.

Himﬁpg 5ND

The Wall Street Journal, Iy De-
cember 1985 editorial, sald man
is injured when a drunk driver
crashed into a telephone booth and
California Chief Justice Rose Bird
rules that the company that designed
the booth is Iiable " (Willard also has

o thls igbee v. Pacific
TeIep%one an Te|egn g)l% C0., chic

Justice Bird, along with live of the« .
other justices on the California Su-
preme Court, ruled in 1983 that the
issue of liability in this case should be
decided by ajury. A summary judg-
ment had been granted to the defen-
dant by the Los Angeles Cou..iy
Superior Court, and the Supreme
Court was simply sending the case
back to the lower court for trial. Bird
wrote for the majority. “ Where a tel-
ephone booth, which is difficult to
exit, is placed 15 feet from such a
thoroughfare, the risk that it might
be struck by a car veering off the
street, thereby causing injury to a
person trapped within it, cannot be
said to be unforeseeable as a matter
of law."

The booth, which had been hit at
least once before, was “difficult to
exit," because its door was jammed,
and the plaintiff was unable to flee
the booth when he saw the drunk
driver bearing down on him. The sev-
enth justice, incidentally, while dis-
senting in part, wrote that the
summary judgment was “properly
reversed” on the question of the
jammed door. This case, although
sent back to the lower court in 1983,
never went to trial. A settlement in
this 1974 accident was reached, but
attorneys for both sides are under a
court order—requested by the de-
fendant—not to discuss the amount.
The plaintiff's attorney is Thomas
Cacciatore of Los Angehs His num-

ber is_lf D
The Wal StreetJourn al editorial

stated, "An insurance company is or-
dered to pay $260.000 plus $1,500 a
month to a plaintiff when he fell
through a skylight while burgling a

ol.”
hﬂm Full Facts The _insurance
Bodeine V. Enterprise

|C'|Igh §C%O(ﬂ DistriCt was not crd-.ed
to pay anything; the case was settled.
The man involved, Rick Bodeine, 19,
had graduated from the high school
in 1981. In 1982, as a lark, he and

two friends tried to take a floodlight
from the roof of the school to light

r-Legal Fictions
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TORT RETORT

This is in referoncc to just one proposal in Brad Bradley"s
report on tort rel orin. Anchorage Times, April 2, 1936.

That proposal for tort reform is, "Regu:re thata lawsuit be
Ilied within two /ears of the date of the act or omission on which the
complaint is based.™ The proposal 1looks good on the surface but

thought and history should tell us that 1i: is counterproductive.

About eight ,ear sago it scorns th .t many people,for their own
reasons, prcddedthe 1eg slature into requiring that lawsuit3 for
malpractice be tiled wjthin two years of the act or omission. Some
professionals 3 so adamant that the two-year 1limit was the gr?al
cureall that \ probably thought opponents deserved some
rmal, -"aclice. However, it seems clear that 1if one just suspects receipt
of maltreatment, one would be foolish not to file suit to be on the
safe side of a two-year Llimit.

Doctors may have 1improved their work habits tremendously,
eliminated any thought of patients r, gu in p igs, arid improved the
patient-docto attitudes, but yet, find themselves again faced with an
insurance rate emergency.

Possibly many of the "safe side" suits that are brought before
the two years are up could be called frivolous, but they may be
brought to beat the two-year deadlir? just in :ase there 1is a real
problem later. Then insur une* companies possibly settle many 0 the
"safe side" suits out of court and pass the loss to doctors who must
pass it to patients through higher medical bills.

Even with a two-year limit, some inay\wonder if they should take
their lawyer along when they visit a doctor.. Mors time seems necessary
for correciion, healing and cOmpromise_. IT\mlght make more sense if
suit COUld not be brought until after two ypars!

T would guess, 1ihe six or more ye"ars statutes of Ilimitation had a
reasonably sound basis and would appear to still have

Sinci iely,



LAW OFFICES

Birch.Horton .Bittner,Pestinger and Anderson
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

1127 WEST SEVENTH AVENUE

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

TELEPHONE(907) 270-1550

TELECOPIER (907) 276-2822
TELEX 25-330

Writer®s Direct Dial No
(907) 263-7225

April 15, 1986

The Honorable M. Mike Miller

Alaska State House of Representatives
P.0O. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Miller:

A provision has been amended into CSS SHB
actions to 25%

"non-economic” damages in civil

711 GAFFNEY ROAD
FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701
(907)452-1666

ONE SEALASKA PLAZA,SUITE 301
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99QO1
(907)586-2890

MSS CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.
SUITE 1200
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20036
(202) 639-S80C

*0. C.BAR ONLY
**D.C. AND ALASKA BAR
ALL OTHERS ALASKA BAP ONLY

532 limiting
of economic

damages. This position will drastically affect rights of
many Alaskans, including especially "Bush" residents, retired
persons, non-working housewives, and victims of certain types of
injuries such as Daikon Shield victims. I hope you will take the

time to read my letter to Senator Faiks, copy attached, explain-—

ing my concerns.

Sincerely

BIRCH, HORTON, BITTNER
PESTINGER AND ANDERSON

Lloyd V. Anderson

LVArshb

Attachment
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The Honorable Jan Faiks
Alaska State Senate
P.0O. Box V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Faiks:

Y muik you for your response to my message concerning the

insurance crises. A new proposed provision capping non-economic
damages to 25% of economic damages which I have recently seen as
an amendment to CSS SHB 532 prompts me tc comment further. In
addition, I intend to respond to the other 1issues you raised in a

separate letter.

Capping "non-economic" awards has the most 1impact on
the poor, Alaska Natives and other subsistence style livers,
non-working housewives, and on victims of certain types of
injury, such as Daikon Shield victims. Juries now can evaluate
and compensate an Alaska Native for the loss of ability to pursue
a subsistence lifestyle. Under the provision which <caps non-—
economic damages at 25% of economic damages there would be major
differences in how similarly injured people are treated, depend-—
ing on their Jlifestyles and wage levels. For example, assume a
plane crashes due to gross pilot error. Three passengers receive
identical injuries totally disabling them for the rest of their
lives so that they <cannot work, play, hunt, fish, or function
effectively. All have $100,000 in medical bills.

Passenger 1 - Alaska Native Subsistence Lifestyle - Age 32
Lost Wages = 0
Medical Bills = $100,000
Economic Damages = $100,000
Non-economic Cap = $25,000
Total Award = $125,000 with $100,000 having to be

repaid to AMS

TELEPHONE(gO?) 270*1050 JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801

WASHINGTON. D C 20036

©-D.C.AND ALASKA BAR
April 15, 1986 ALL OTHERS ALASKA BAR ONLY



The Honorable Jan Faiks
April 15, 1986

Page 2
Passenger 2 - Retired Person
Lost Wages = 0
Medical Bills = $100,000
Economic Damages = $100,000
Non-economic Cap = $25,000
Total Award = $125,000 with $100,000 going to
doctors or health 1insurer
Passenger 3 - North Slope Worker - Age 32
Lost Wages = $70,000/year to age 65 (33 years) =
$2,310,000
Medical Bills = $100,000
Economic Damages = £2,410,000
Non-economic Cap = $602,500
Total Award = $3,012,500 with $100,000 going to

health insurer

I am opposed to a cap on non"economic damages since juries
function effectively and non-economic awards are necessary to

compensate some types of injured people. Further, ~courts have
the power to reduce jJuries®™ awards, and this has been done in
many of the Jlarger awards of punitive damages we all have heard
about. See attached excerpt. The proponents of ~change are
conducting a well-orchestrated campaign, but 1ii rests on misrep—
resentation, half-truths and sensationalism. Attached is an

article about the actual trend of verdicts.

Clearly, if any cap were to be legislated, it should be a

uniform monetary one., not a percentage cap which treats the pain
and suffering of people of different economic stratas dif—
ferently. IT a cap must be considered, I would urge you to set

it in a monetary amount high enough to allow reasonable compen—
sation for those types of people who will be 1injured and whose

main damage will be non-economic. For example:
1. Alaska Natives and others who live a subsistence
lifestyle;
2. Retired persons whomay be injured so that their
ability to enjoy their retirement is taken from them;
3. Housewives who do not work out of the home or work only

part time;

4. People who are severely burned, disfigured, or 1in pain;
and

5. Victims of recklessly marketed products such as the
Daikon Shield. These women have 1in many instances lost

their 1insides, their childbearing capacity, and their



The Honorable Jan Faiks
April 15, 1986
Page 3

emotional well-being, all "non-economic" damages, while
their "economic™ damages may be relatively small.

I ca i foresee situations 1in the future where people will be

injured aid the originally-proposed cap of $250,000 will seenm

inadequate. In arriving at a cap, if you must, I urge you to
consider the worst 1injury you can think* of to one of the above
types of people, and set the cap in view of that. Lesser
injuries, I am sure, would never reach the maximum, but 1 would

hope that the ability to have some degree of fairness for the
most severely 1injured of the above types of people would be left
in our syst m.

Sincerely,

BIRCH, HORTON, BITTNER,
PESTINGER AND ANDERSON

Lloyd V. Anderson

LVA-:sb



Excerpt on Remittitur

The courts already have the power to control jury verdicts
by ordering remittitur. This has been used in Alaska and
elsewhere.

In Sturm, Ruger Co. v. Day, 594 P.2d 38 (Alaska 1979), a
jury had awarded $137,750 as compensatory and $2,895,000 as
punitive damages. The Supreme Court reversed finding the award
excessive. They said:

If essentially the same evidence 1is presented
at the second trial, and 1i1f the Jury award
exceeds $250,000, the court should then
exercise its power to grant remittitur in
accordance with this opinion.

In the Famous Pinto exploding gas tank case, a jury awarded
$125,000,000.00 in punitive damages. The court ordered remitti—
tur to an amount equal to the compensatory damages of
$3.5 million.



Kennelly. Azar & Donohue. P.C
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

RE: The Recent Amendments

Dear Representative:

I am writing you as an attorney who
represents
received

to a great extent. Our law Ffirm
been the victims of negligenceand have
injuries. I am writing with

illustrate these comments

This office represents Linda
an accident which occurred

of the O0ld Seward Highway

had the elbow of her arm
window. At that time the
Flanery, who was working

a light pole with his truck.
broke loose and fell a great distance
elbow. The impact resulted
in her elbow. She still experiences

disability which she has

and 1is presently receiving

Linda Bennett 1is legally blind
Whittier College in Whittier,
letter are copies of articles
Linda Bennett, even though
Chugiak High School®s soccer

practices

reference
which would limit compensation for
nonecomomic loss to 25% of theeconomic
examples.

and Tudor
passenger in a vehicle which had
Seward Highway on the 1inside
was seatt d in the passenger

of traffic.

great pain
She
cortisone pain.
currently
Enclosed with this

As you can see

California.
about her.
legally blind,
team when

S
A

lawsuit
at the
She was
southbound on the 0]d
At that time sne
it was
of the open
defendant truck driver,
Rabbit Creek Trucking,
result the

U
N

Bill

ITE 202. 821 "N” STREET
CHORAGE. ALASKA 99501
(907) 279-9382/276.2235

personal 1injury law
many people who have
serious
amendment proposed
suffering or

would like to

smashing fracture

arising out of
intersection
riding as a

warm weather,

Lloyd M.
Inc., struck

light from the pole
her outstretched

of the bones

from the

is right-handed

a student at

S

tarred on the

in high school.
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Her total medical expenses with regard to this accident. are
approximately $4,000.00. She has experienced no loss of 1income
because she 1is a student. The permanent disability to her elbow
will not, in all likelihood, prevent her from working for a
living. She will, however, in all probability, endure
substantial pain and suffering from this injury for the remainder
of her natural Ilife. She will also, in all likelihood, be

prevented from engaging 1in active sports which she has enjoyed in
the past, even though she 1is legally blind.

Under the current amendment to the proposed "Tort Reform Bill"
Linda Bennett would be entitled to recover in her lawsuit
approximately 25% of her medical expenses or, the amount of

$1,000.00.

The other case involves a much smaller claim but also amply
demonstrates the extreme injustice presented by this 25%

formula. Scott Whittaker 1is employed at the Forest Lawn Mortuary
in Anchorage. On November 3, 1985 lie was driving home and was
involved in an automobile accident with Lisa Wirshem, who crossed
the centerline and collided with Mr. Whittaker®s Toyota

automobile- Mr. Whittaker hit his head on the steering wheel

and, as a result, his two front teeth passed completely through
his Jlower lip. He was taken to Humana Hospital where he was
treated as an out-patient and underwent surgery on his lower

lip. Sutures were taken in both the 1inside and outside of his
lower lip. He had to return so that the doctor could take out
the stitches. He has a permanent scar as a result of this injury
on his face. He did not lose any time from work and his medical
expenses are approximately $220. Under the 25% formula contained

in the proposed amendment to the tort reform bill, Ms. Wirshem®s
insurance company, Nationwide Insurance, would be required to pay
Mr. Whittaker®"s doctor bills in the amount of $222 and would
furthermore be required to pay Mr. Whittaker $55 for the injuries
sustained in this accident.

From the above it can be easily seen that the passage of the tort
reform act in its present form would result in a tremendous
windfall profit to the 1insurance industry. Both of the above
cases 1involve automobile insurance 1in which there currently 1is no
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10,

"insurance crisis."

talk
been

There has been much
crisis”" has in fact
insurance companies
verdicts." I would Ilike
Alaska Legislature the
regarding an 1insurance
involves the "N Street P
office 1is a member. our
two-story building. Tn

insurance and $5,252 for
proposal for liability i
increase
insurance premium went
$14,748. I think it
Legislature that
"runaway jury verdicts."”
absurd jJjury verdicts 1in

type of 1increase. I fra
justification for this
premiums will not be
statute presently before

f

The proposal to
premiums is simply
have not cited any
occurred in Alaska
any instance
in an unreasonable
insurance industry has

or in

themselves

enclosed
cost

of appxoximately $1,706.

should
earthquake/flood

increase
affected

amend the
absurd.
instance

in Alaska where
amount.
not provided the

"Insurance
by the
“runaway jury

about the fact that the
caused by poor investments
rather than by
point out to the members of the
letter dated March 17, 1986
comparison for 1985 and 1986. This
laza™ Condominium Association of which
office occupies Suite 202 of this
1985 we paid $2,699 for liability
coverage for earthquake and flood.
nsurance Tfor 1986 was $4,405 or an
The "earthquake/flood"
$5,252 to $20,000, an increase
be apparent to the Alaska State
claims are not affected by

There certainly have been no such
the past year in Alaska to justify this
nkly do not know what 1is the
but this Jjump 1in insurance

in any v/ay by the "tort reform"”
Legislature.

to

my

The

rom of

the

tort law in Alaska to reduce 1insurance
The proponents of this legislation
where a "runaway jJjury verdict"

fact any 1instance 1in Alaska or 1in fact
someone has received a jury verdict
do not but 1 suspect that the
Legislature with any

premium/loss comparison which occurred in 1985 to justify the
sharp increase 1in insurance premiums. The current legislation
will result in a huge windfall to the insurance 1industry. |
strongly urge you to reject this bill.

Very truly yours,

KENNELLY, AZAR & DONOHUE,
U U 1aal Q
WILLIAM J. DONOHUE

db

t.C.
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following
Srarice premiums paid

1986.

SU ETE:

bl
1)2
1)3

)4
2)1
202
203
204
205
206
207
208

TOTAL PREMIUM:

1985

DATE:
RE:

March 17,

1986

Insurance Cost Comparison
1985 vs. 1986

is a cost comparison between actual

in 1985 and estimated premiums

LIA: $2699.00
E/F: $5252.00

$ 854.
741
671.
554.

1,040.
763.
565.
565.
S547.
547.
635.
464 .

73-

.03

)6
18
79
30
32
33
82
82
28
34

$7,951*. 00

1986

LIABILITY

$

$4 ,405.

$4405.

473.
410.
371.
307.
576.
.88
313.
313.
303.
303.
351.
257.

4272

As you will note from the above calculations:

FIRST COLUMN:

SECOND COLUMN
THIRD COLUMN
FOURTH COLUMN

Actual rremiums paid

00

54
55
78
03
61

20
21
50
50
95
25

00

1986

EARTH/F
$20,00

4 = $2,150
i 1,864
+ 1,688
4 1,394
4 2,618
4 1,920
4 1,422
4 1,422
4 1,378
& 1,378
Iy 1,598
4 1,168
4 $20,000

L
0

0

0D
00

$2623.
2274.

2059.

1701.

3194.

2342.
1735.

1735.

1681.
1681.

1949.
1425.

54
55
78
03
61
88
20
21
50
50
95
25

$24,405.0

in 1985 based on BOTH
Liability and Earthquake/Flood

Premiums TO BE PAID for LIABILITY ONLY
Premiums TO BE PAID for EARTHQUAKE/I LOOe ONLY
if Association PAYS BOTH Liability

TOTAL PREMIUM
and Earthquake/Flood

82, "T1"S ireel ~ 1 ndtorttje, jUaila 99501.
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Blindness comes suddenly, doesn’tchange young woman’s determination to excel

Continued from Page E-1 W

it3 virtually ,unheard of in
young, health” Tpeople, says
Dr. Scot Brower, Bennett$3
Seattle ophthalmologist.

As if losing her vision

wasn T enough to accept, the
doctors dealt her one oi the
hardest blows of all. Worried
that physical activity might
aggravate the bleeding, they
told her the had to give up
sports.
"At the beginning, 1 got
really depressed because 1
couldnT do anything,” she
says. "l just ate and got fat
and wondered what 1 was
going to do with the rest of
my life."”

the pain of watching her once-
active daughter sit around the
house, quiet and miserable.
"It a hard thing to put into
words." she says with a catch
In her woice. "1 — lwished it
was mq, Instead of jier. Itwas
i .hard fco'dcaTwipv,"j. *
Gradually, j3nd* Bennett
says,, she adjusted., She.,still
hoped that her eyes would
SOMehoW got better, and she

T

"1 had.fricndsV/bo kent me
going Helen Keller Jokes
and all that,1' Bennett savs.

on her windows to sheworld.

In January, Di. Brower
wrote: “At the present time,
Linda is felt to be beyond the
point where any additional
therapy will be helpful
she is visually impaired and
will remain so.””

After two years, the new?
wasn"t a surprise, and it
wasn T allowed to interfere
with the rest of Bennett"s life.
In addition to her athletic
accomplishments, Bennett
graduated from Chugiak High
School v ith a 4.0 grade aver-.
age. She was awarded a four-
year scholarship at Whittier
College iIn Califomia.

“When 1 was little and
went out for sports or any—
thing, my parents would nev—
er let me quit,” she says. "l
just carried that on.""

"She"s a strong person,"
her mother says. “We Te real
proud of her."

Dr. Brower says Bennett
has adjusted to her vision loss
better than anyone could have
hoped. “1don Tknow how she
does as much as she does. She
is (Ieally an inspiration
me .

This summer, at her moth—
er 3urging, Bennett is attend—
ing classes at the Sensory
Impairment Center in Anchor —

age to refine her braille read-
eIlng and learn other skills that
will help her cope with blind—
ness.

"None of that stuff thrills
me," she says with a sigh— a
teen-ager 3 typical "Oh, Moth—
er”sigh.

But her mom says she
hopes these skills will help
when Bennett goes to college
this fall, away from all of the
people who have learned how
to help her. Although doctors
say she Ml probably retain her
peripheral vision, her mother
wants her to be prepared.

As for what course of study
Bennett will pursue or what

she wants to do with the rest
of her life, she says she
doesn T .know. The future
holds a lot of questions and
few answers.

At one time, Bennett want—
ed to become a doctor, but
she®s not sure about that now.
She 3 also considered a career
in counseling.

"1 just keep thinking, 1 -an

still do anything 1 want t
do."
O Editor’'s Note: Shortly oftor

this story was written, Linda Ben-
nett was In a car accident that loft
her with a compound fiocluro of

tho right arm. The timing couldn’t
havo boen worso; Linda was

scheduled to play In tho Junior

Nationals Volleyball Toumamoa”.
In California this wee*. But ev”™”™
though sho couldn't play, Linda,

hor orm In a cost end pain pills In

her pureo. Insisted on accompany-

ing tho team.

Her molhor, Shirley Bonnott,
wasn't happy about lotting Linda
go, but decided tho trip might bo
good medicine. "l fcopt saying,
why hor? Hasn't this poor kid
boon through enough? Moybe It's
because she bounce? back so
v/oll."
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Linda Bennett undaunted by adversity

~ B HQTZFLELD
Y &9%10 Slir Stiff

_Chugiak Hl%h School senior
Linda " Bennett's enthusiasm
about what the future holds is
understandable for anambitious
Young lady who isabout to make
he transition from high school
to college.

‘What makes Bennett's’
positive outlook unique it that in
the last 18 months she has been
Io,smq her sigh! from a growing
visual impairment that the doc-,
tors can do nothing about. The
blood vessels in her eyes have
hemarrhaged, blocking her cen-
tral vision and she can now only
set out of the sides of her eyes.
She is legally blind.

Linda Bennett is a portrait of
courage, hope « and
encouragement.  mme "

The Eroblem started for the
Chugla senior, whojust finish-
ed the volleyball season as the
team's co-captain, 18 months
ago when she held her fist out in
front of her body and was unable
to see il. At the lime a family
friend who is a doctor advised
her to wait a couple of days and
if it continued to get medical help
immediately Qo

Doctors” noticed that the
vessels in her right eye were
hemorrhaging and causing her to
lose her vision. The question of
surggery came up but it was decid-
ed 1o ‘wait and see what would
happen without surgery. Th,lngs
Prew steadll¥ worsé and Linda

ost most of the vision in her
right eye. When her left eye
started ‘doing the same thing, it
.was decided to have immediate
"laser  photocoagulation”
surger%/.performed inan effort to
save thiseye. , o->
" Ayearago in March, Ihe first
surgéry was performed and
things "got immediately worse.
-"It “was really depressing,"
recalled Linda this week."
‘wondered what kind of a career
I could have." - V.id ¢
The neat six months were stag-
nant as far asany prog%ress on the
mysterious cause of the eye im-
"pairment nnd then things Started
going bad again. A’ second
Surgery was %er ormed i nder the
directionof Dr. Scot' A. Brower
of the Virginia Mason Clinic in
Seattle this past October. The
results were ag]am not veéy prom-
|S|n8 forthe -%.ear-old aughter
of Boyd and Shirley Bennett of
Ea\%le River. ' ferw
n  When Bennett had the ban-
- dages .unwrafped from her eyes
she didn't know whether She
would ever see again. It was ot

reflecting the sturdy, determined
character within her;
scrixcreicreritcteterererct
THROL'CH MY EYES

The wild o BT

Pieces are missing. +

Tiny blood vessels began to grow
and sight was distorted

Then th%hemorrhaged [ ]
end sight brgan to"disappear

Faces, t c~'!d no longersee 'm
The wrrid was grov%mg dark

Surger,: needed or not?
Stop the blood vessels' net-
work of growth

Laser wasused, lights, shots, dye
/ could only ség less

Vessels grew again
mattodo? ' -

Laser aPain .-
Would | be able to read.

Look to the Lord "«
"Lord, nothing is golrg to

a%)en
me today that you end |
to%ether
an7 handle :
/ am happy '
, | amative
~ m/ can walk
[cantalk
angd I can still see

~ Cod Isgood to me.
*ArQititititd 4 * 4 irit..

In December can.e_the final
laser photocoa%ulatlon. The
ophthalmologists from the

ason clinic, as well as Dr.
L'esperance from New York, can
not find the cause of the impair-
ment and she was released with
a vision of 20/100. Since then
Linda's sight has become worse
end she now has 20/200 vision.

Through it al, Linda has
maintained a positive attitude
and is determined to go on to col-
lege and begin a caréer in sports
medicine or counseling.
_How docs she do 1t? Linda
cites three things: God, her
parents and her friends and
teachers. She said she looks to
"God nnd the Bible.. . and the
things He says in It." Linda at-
tends Eagle River Firs. Church
of God where she also sings in
the choir. . - o

Another important motivation
for Linda has come from her
parents. "My parents would
never let me (iun if 1 started
something, so I've always kept
going," she sa%/s ........................
She also Is thankful for her
friends and her teachers who
have uayed with her to help her
in het studies. She is learning

rthis point she wrote a poem Braille from Mary Lee Miller
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gach day. Miller works for the
Anchorage School District as a
teacher "of visually impaired
students. ]
_What made Linda an excep-
tional student only makes her
(hat much more” exceptional
now, She has always maintained
a 4.0 grade point average and
that hasn't changed even'in her
senior year while going through
all the treatment on her eyes,
She has lettered in varsity
volleyball every year since being
a freshman and that hasn't
changed as she served for the se-
condyear in a row as captain of
the téam. The Mustangs ended
their season_this week in the
Region IV Tournament. Last
ear she was voted (he Most
aluable Player of the team and
asa freshman she was voted the
"hardest worker." She also
qualified for the junior national
volleyball team last year as well
as this year and plans to go lo
Davis, California'in June for 10
dags to compete with (he team.
he is a stand-out pIa;rer on
the girli soccer team and plans to
play this spring to earn her third
straight letter in that sport. Asa
freshman and again oS a junior,
Linda earned the title "most in-
spirational." Last year she
helped lead the Mustangs to a
first place tic in the Anchorage
regular season standmgs.
_ Linda's achievments don't end
in the sports department,
however. She is among the top
three percentof U.S. students in
her scholastic achievments. She
has been selected for Who's Who
among high school students. She
is_ in"the U.S. Directory of
Distinguished Students. She has
served as vice president of her
class two years. She is active in
the HUB Club and Soccer Club!
She is a member of the Honor
Society, Her list of achievments
goes on.
Sally Callaway, who has
counséled students at Chugiak
High School for 16 years, finds
Linda to be a uniquely well-
balanced person. "She is a very
honest, genuine person. She
always bounces back," said
Callaway who has worked close-
Ig with”Linda. Callaway also
escribed the student os "quiet,
reserved, determined, happy,
pleasant, warm and active."
"Her bounceback is tremen-
dous," stresses Callaway.
Mary Lee Miller, who has
been workln? with visually im-
paired and blind students in the
school district for four years,
feels that Linda is very SE_emal.
" have a high regard for Linda.

| p.
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Linda Dennett, who despite failing e esi?ht Is ho inug o gain a
yhall tn college after she gra Uates from

scholarship, to Hlay volle
Chugiak High hchuoL

She's nol gpingﬂto let this get her
down," said Miller.
_ Miller pointed out one recent
incident where Linda showed her
determination. She had a book
report due for her Cr|m|no|0%
class and had lo sort through
articles to gather the information
she needed. Miller said Linda set
her mind to accomplishing the
task end did an excellent job.
"She is not only going to do it,
but do an exceptional job of it,
That's the type of person she is,"
said Miller,  m o '
_ Miller said Linda is overcom-
ing two ye&y herd areas. The fact
that Linda is I(%omg blind
gradually (aIthouR doctor feel _
she won't go totally blind) isa lot
harder for someone to" accept
than If it all happens at one time.
says Miller. She said Linda'i
overcoming attitude just won't
allow her 10 jet down, "She's
not bitter but vcy positive."
The other arc;that ir bar/ s
the timing of ill: loss of vision.
Miller feels that the transition
from high school to college arc
the hardest years in a person's
lift. But TLinda Is taking
everyth|n% a stride and is look-
ing with hope to the future.
« At first [ didn't think 1would
he able to do anything, but now
I'm gomP to plan on playing
volleyball” in college," shares
Linda. 1
Monday a representative of
Whittier College in California
came ug to talk with her. She is
one of 30 finalists selected from
amongn200 applicants for five
full schol rships. Linda has also
been ¢ rd to the University
of R lo California and

waimoron sonshot/juid

Whitworth College in Spokane,
Washington.

Linda also recently learned she
has been selected to receive the
Elmendorr Office!'s Wive'sClub
Scholarship of JI500. Linda has
had to give up her original plans
of becoming a doctor but main-
tains her desire to want to help .
others. " | want a career to help
other people. So mary have
helped me," she said..

., Linda's other desire is to be tc- m

live in athletics. She said the hat
been playmg sports as long as she
can rememDer and wants tc con-
tinue. She has been able lo han-,
die volleyball real well but is a lt-
tle unsure of soccer this spring
for the Mu,stan%s."SOCcer IS go-
{ngtto be difficult, but I'm going
0try. e
And that explains Linda Ben-
nett in a nutshell: a young lady
whojust wants to try. In an arti-1
cle written by her”Junior Na- -
lional Volleyball coach Publlsh-
ed in the U.S. Vo Iexlball
Association's magazine, Virgil
Hooe wrae that she is "an in-,
dividual who is constantly
positive with her teammates,:" -
who is the first to raise her ex- .
penses, who Is the first to make .
sacrifices and playrany positioa m
to help her team. This person is
an excellent student, an ac-
complished soccer player, and a.
leader in school activities,"
Hooe adds, "What you g
with a sharp |ma?e, try squinting'
your eyes almost shut, and that,
Is the image that she can set. Try |,
R§S$Ing avolleyball, dlg?mg, or!
itting with that kind of vision.
In fact, try ||va a remotely.
reasonable normal everyday life
with that kind of e¥e5|ght. Lin-
da does. And, I'll tell you that
she does ii very well. She does'
not give in. She'docs not want to
be an excethn at practice or”
anywhere else. She has to per-; m
form at a level at least 100 per-1
cent ahove that of her peers at
practice just to compete. And she
does it without complaint, wherel
| would be hard pressed just to
remain sane." -
In the Bible which means so-
much to_Lind*, Hebrews 10:1"
says, "Faith ishang sureof wha! ‘
we hope for and certain of what's
we do not see." Linda Bennett IS ' mm
faith. '.i' = O |

AN



A PMJFILE INCOURAGE -

It seems that everytlme that | pick up a newspaper or watch a major
sporting event on TV, there 1s a story being told of some athlete that has
shown unusual courage or community service. .Theso stories constantly flow
over national media to Alaska. Stories of human sacrifice and a willingness
to overcome great odds just to compete. With all of this attention to out—
side individuals, we sometimes tend to forget that we (.ave individuals like
that right here In Alaska. People who don"t want a.tentlon, Just the a-
bility to compete without pair. People who care about the teams that they
play on and the Individuals that they compete aoalnst, and wish that they,
did not have the handicaps that life has saddled them with. People who
might be wondering why they have been chosen to compote on a dally basis
with those Individuals who have healthy bodies but don®"t realize Just how
fortunate they are..

I have been very fortunate to coach an athlete the last two years on
the USVBA"s Junior national Volleyball team who has been willing to pay what
ever price | have asked of her Just to see hor team and the program succeed.
Any coach that she has ever had, agrees that she 1s a super Individual to
coach. An Individual who 1s constantly positive with her teammates, who 1s
the first to raise her money, who Is the first to make sacrifices and play
any position to help her team. This person 1s an excellent student, an
accomplished soccer player, and a loader 1n school activities. So what"s
the big deal. The big deal 1.7 that this young lady does all of this while
afflicted with a rare eye disease that 1s uncurablo and has reduced her
eyesight to a point of becoming legally blind. What you see with a s larp
Image, try squinting your eyes almost shut, and that 1s the Image that she
can see. Try passing a volleyball, digging, or hitting with that kind of
vision. In fact, try living a remotely reasonable normal every day life
with that kind of eyesight. Linda Bennett does. And, I°Il tell you that
she does it very well. She does not give in. She does not want to be an
exception a. practice or anywhere else. She has to perform at a level at
least 1002 ?,bove that/of her peers at practice just to compete. And she
does 1t without complaint, where 1 would be hard pressed just to remain-
sane. | yet especially angry when 1 see other athletes that 1 coach In dif—
ferent sports, athletes that have a sound body, not use that ability and not
care either.

However, | krow that Linda does not want to be treated differently,
nor does she want ,ne to direct my anger and frustration for her to others
who have more fortunate circumstances, but do not care. But, |1 think her
story should be told, so that more people than her teachers or coaches can
appreciate the effort that some individijsis go through just to try, 1f only
to try. | think that we all could learn something from her.

Virgil Hooe
Commissioner,
U.S.V.B.A.



3234 Linden Dr.
Anchorage, Alaska 99502
April 23, 1986

Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: Tort Reform
Dear Legislators:

I am writing to inform you that |1 am opposed to the tort
reform legislation which 1is now pending in the legislature. 1
believe it will have little or no impact on insurance rates.
The insurance industry 1is cyclical 1in nature and perhaps refornm
needs to address that issue somehow.

I am particularly concerned about the Tlinmit - c . - and
suffering award to a person 1injured needlessly co tnM.
negligence of another 1individual or company. W_iile it is true

that courts and juries often seem to make excessively high awards
to individuals making a claim, and while it is also true that
people seem to not have just plain accidents anymore and they
seem not to accept that sometimes we are just clumsy or careless
and it is nobody®"s fault, we must _till leave available to the
person truly injured due to the negligence of another the
possibility of a large monetary award as compensation for their
injury and 1loss.

Limiting a pain and suffering award to a percentage of actual
damages 1is blatantly unfair. A person with a lesser salary would
then be perceived to suffer "less” of a loss even though his/her
injury might be severe enough to alter his/her 1life radically.
Perhaps there 1is very little time 1lost from work even though the
injury is severe and lifelong.

I am a daikon shield victim. This 1UD caused me to have
pelvic infection severe enough to damage my fallopian tubes
which, in turn, caused me to have an ectopic pregnancy while

wearing the daikon shield. The ectopic pregnancy further damaged
my reproductive organs. I, fortunately, was able to have one
child, but the scar tissue and damage continued to cause
persistent medical problems involving my female organs. I spent

several years trying to become pregnant again and exhausted all
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infertility treatment available to me locally. And, earlier this
year, 1 had to have all my female organs removed 1in emergency
surgery. Needless to say, | L never have another child.

This damage was caused to me by the negligence of the company

which marketed the daikon shield. They were aware of the

possible consequences to women wearing this 1UD, but did not let
me know of these possibilities. I can only conclude that they had
a blatant disregard for my health and my life. Had 1 been

informed of the possible health risks, <chen perhaps 1 would have
to take responsibility for the consequences cf my decision, but
there was no possible way for me to make an informed decision
because the 1information was kept from me.

I haven®t lost a lot in wages and my medical expenses were
pretty much covered my 1insurance. Do you actually feel that |1
should not be compensated for my loses? How do we put a price on
the ability to bear a child? How am I to be compensated for
health consequences of r.uL having ovaries to provide my body with
hormones the way nature 1intended? How do we prevent this
particular company and others who may be planning to follow their
example from perpetrating this kind of fraud and
misrepresentation on the public?

If they must pay me $2,000, it"s a drop 1in the bucket and

they go out and do the same thing again. If they must compensate
me $200,000, they will certainly think a little more about it.

If I am awarded $1,000,000, perhaps this company will alter their
way of doing business. None of this will change my health or my
ability to have a child, and 1 don"t know what the ramifications
of the daikon shield related problems will be for me 1in the
future. But perhaps this money will make my life easier in some
other way. If it had come in time, perhaps | could have become
pregnant by 1invitro fertilization which 1 did not have the money
to try. Perhaps it will help me to be able to adopt a child
somehow. I don*t know if I will ever be compensated for my
losses, but 1 certainly want to have a judge or Jjury determine
that for me. I don"t want an across-the-board law preventing me

from seeking reasonable and effective redress.

As a voter and concerned citizen of Alaska, I ask you to vote
against the tort reform now before you.

Sincerely,

< et *Lc/(.-1btO(~

Gretchen Anderson
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1331 Primrose
Anchorage, Alaska 99508
March 28, 1986

Representative M. Mike Miller
Alaska House of Representatives
Pox V

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Miller:

Four years ago, my mother was killed by the driver of a heavy
truck, who thoughtlessly crossed into her lane and threw her car

off the road. I have watched the debate over tort reform, and
see HB 532 for what it is, an attempt to take av/ay the rights of
accident victims and their survivors. This will not lower
insurance costs, but will only harm tho efforts of those who try
to bring wrongdoers to justice. Oppose all such legislation.

Very truly yours,

(Mrs.) Sherry Moehring
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Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senators and Representatives:

I am writing to give you a victims view of "tort
reform." My name is Tamio Hirose and I wused to be a Japan
Airlines pilot. While in Alaska 1in 1974, 1 was a passenger in a
car accident and X was paralyzed from the neck down. I can never

work again and 1 need someone to help me 1in most of the normal
functions and activities of life.

Thrcugh Japan Airlines, 1 was referred to Alaska
lawyers who agreed to help me on a contingent fee basis. They
determined that | had a claim against General Motors who made the
car | was a passenger in, because they thought the <car would
unexpectedly spin out when the brakes were applied hard 1iIn an

emergency as it did in the accident. They thought that a crucial
valve had been left out of the 1972 Caprice =even though the
General Motors Manuals said it was there. They thought that

there was an empty housing for the valve 1in all 1972 Caprice"s.
I have heard that recently the U. S. Government is trying to make
General Motors recall many of 1its X-cars for a similar braking
spin-out problem, but that all happened after ray case.

The lawyers spent many years of work, took thousands of

pages of depositions, consulted with automobile experts 1in the
United States and even 1in England. Eventually, in April, 1980,
they took my case to trial against General Motors 1in Anchorage.
The trial lasted nine weeks and we won. General Motors appealed,
but at the end of 1981, they agreed to a settlement. They had
never offered any settlement before then, seven years after my
injury.

I could never had paid my Jlawyers by the hour as they
worked on my case, and I am sure that they would not have been
able to pursue such a hard fought, technical <case against a big
company Jlike General Motors for less than the 33-1/3% contingent
fee we agreed on.

I hope that you don"t take away the ability of the next
person who is injured like me to seek justice from rich and
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powerful companies who injure them by limiting contingent fees so
low that lawyers can"t afford to try help them. Also, limiting
the rights of injured people to claim non-economic damages will
reduce even Tfurther the 1incentive of these companies to try
settling cases before making the injured person fight for seven

years.

Sincerely,

Tamio Hirose
1-22-15 Morigaoka Isogo--Ku
Yokohama, Japan 235



To Whom It May Concern:

Right up front 1 want you to know that 1 am personally against most of
HB 532. (TORT REFORM)

The way sec. 09.17.010 noneconomic damages 1is worded is an elusion.
Twenty five percent of the present value of damages or 500,000 whichever
is less. Both figures are unrealistic. 500,000 would be 25% of two
million, and I think youwould be hard pressed to find someone who has
paid this much .,ioney for medical costs, therefore the settlement you are
proposing will always be 25% of the present damages.

I fail to see how we candictate settlements in every case. No two cases
or situations are ever the same so how can we say, all situations are
the same.

«
I think that by limiting the settlements in each and every case, you will
see a definite decline in quality control. Persons who work under threat
of liability will lower their standards because they will be less fearful
of monetary reprisals.

I believe you will see an inert.t-s in things such as malpractice and a
decrease in suits filed because you would be taking the burden off the
insurance companies and placing it on thevictims. Thus you U begiving
the upper hand to the rich and taking away from the xOor.

I agree with the bill in some part however | don ™ believe you can set
limits. Even if you left out sec. 09.17.010 vyou would-be helping cut *
down the bad law suits.

My daughter, at time of birth spent five months in a Seattle hospital
because an Alaskan doctor was negligent in his duties. Her kidneys are
dead, her bones are damaged, and maybe even a chance of brain damage.
During that time there were countless operations, tubes running to her
for life support and blood transfusions. She is 16 months old now and

we have ;er constantly on dialysis because of her kidneys. Privates nurses
are with her almost around the clock. Transplants are scheduled for this
year if she is big enough. My wife will donate the first kidney, if *
all goes well no others will be needed but if my daughters body rejects
the first I will be the second donor. At that point I may lose my job
because of the risks of the job with only one kidney.

You tell me if you were in my shoes would you want the settlementyou are
proposing or would you want your day in court. The pain and suffering my
family has endured has given us the right to use our judicial system.

I hope tc God that nothing serious ever happens to you or your family or
you may personsdly see the effects of the bill your proposing.



fvonne .arber
Hanley Hot Springs
Hiaska 3J?756

Alaska Legislature April 22, 1996
Juneau, Alaska 99301

Dear Legislators:

Please take time to read my letter opposing the
insurance crisis/tort reform effort: at changing our civil jJustice

system. I certainly recognise the insurance problem facing our
state at many levels of business, health and social services
however, I don"t, believe such legislation will remedy the
situation. In fact 1 find it quite unfair.

I am a victim of the DaKdn Shield. It is not my
fault tnat this product which was used in good faith has left me
sterile and nearly took my Life. A.H. Robins, the company which

advertised this product under false pretenses does not. suffer.

Ct remains solvent and under potectipn of the Jjustice systenm
through Chapter 1I. Where 1is the legislation that stops such
companies from continuing their orofits gained at the expense of
others.

And why 1is legislation being proposed that further
penalizes those of us who were damaged by the Daikon Chield both
physically and mentally? I am a survivor. I am able to work
despite the toll my body has suffered. My economic damage has
been a burden but not unbearable. But 1 ask you, hew will
limiting recovery of "non-economic" damages give just
compensation for loss of my chi. ld-nearing ability. Mow will that
comfort me If the man who has been my partner and mate for ten
years decides he must leave me to find a woman who can give him a
child of his own flesh and blood? I am not being melodramatic.

It is only because of my 1inabi.lil.ty to bear his children that he

wrestles with whether he can live without me or not. Meanwhile,
I experience a host of emotions that allows little peace of
mind.

In Vitro fertilization 1is still a possibility for nme.
I arn willing to try this even though childbirth 1is now a threat
to my life since complications resulted from tuboplasty surgery

to reopen my tubes. We do not have the 25,000 dollars it takes
for the average couple to concieve this way. I have 1looked
towards my Daikon Shield settlement for this purpose if it comes
before my child bearing years are 1iver, I turned 35 years old
this week. And now I find out. legislation 1is being proposed that

will take this hope from me.

I feel vulnerable and iesent -feeling compelled to
publreally display my personal. li. :e and problems 1in order to beg
for jJustice. But | know there are many other women with similar
problems who cannot talk about this t:u an unknown audience that
may bs unsympath@tie.



The insurance crisis/tort reform effort HiilL not stop

greedy 1insurance companies Tfrom their gross profits. It will not
address the real problem of businesses lading scruples. It. will
not stop malpractice. It will not distinguish between the
dedicated and talented professionals and these who are 1lnept and
irresponsible. It will simply keep money 1in the pockets of

opportunists and as usual the Jlittle guys pay.

Why not legislation that establishes an easily
accessible public record of doctors repeated Iv guilty of
malpractice? Of companies that repeatedly market toxic and
dangerous products under false pretenses. Why not raise the
insurance rates of these people instead of making everyone pay
across the board?

Please consider what | nave written and oppose the
insurance crisis/tort reform. Bad legislation 1is no answer for a
romp Jox prob le?m.

Sincerely,



April 18, 1986

Al Adams, Representative
Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801
RE: Opposing HB 532
Dear Mr. Al Adams:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and I want you to know that I oppose the
insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our civil justice system.
If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the provisions you are considering would
have a drastic effect on me and all other victims of Daikon Shield. I of one
am a victim that has damaged reproductive organs resulted in 3 tubal pregnancies.
The first was almost deadly in my case due to a rupture of my tube while in
my home town in Barrow, where there are no local surgical facilities. 1 Ve
had pain & suffering and emotional anguish that is difficult to talk about.
I can"t bear any children, 1 was destroyed by the Daikon Shield.

I"ve been able to perservere and continue on with my life and now, 1 hear
that legislature is considering legislation that could limit our recovery of
"non-economic" damages. And give punitive damages to the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000.00, I understand the

provisions you are considering limits my damages for pain, and suffering,
emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or whatever would be
entiled to 2,500.00 . This cannot he justice to me and many others as bad

as my case against the makers of Daikon Shield, the A_H Robinson Co. who
has filed in the bankrupcy court seeking protection from its creditors.

Please consider opposing the HB 532 in legislation this next session.
I am hopeful that you won"t allow this to happen. I want to thank you
for allowing your time to read my concern over this matter.

Sincerely, 7

Sandra "Ray Hopsoh-*
P.0. Box 508
Barrow, Alaska 99723



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1iun
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and | want you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil jJustice system. If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the

Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were
severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can®"t bear children, which we dearly want.

Bur most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some 1lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1ir. us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of ""non-economic"™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice 1in anyone®s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t
allow it to happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against
rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act
irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

Address:



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and I want you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil Justice system. If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged? we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to descrii a and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly v/ant.

But most of wus are. able to persevere and continue

working, so our ™"economic"™ damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, v/e hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic"™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10 ,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering Jlimits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice 1in anyone®s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won-"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against
rich and pov/erful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

Address:

/?0. SoPS
//7?h.S S/ojptri 9 97-03



April 24, 1986

Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: Tort Refornm

Dear Legislators:

I am a personal injury victim and 1 oppose the
insurance "crisis"-tort reform effort changing our system of
civil jJustice. The present system gives an injured person a

fighting chance for justice and reasonable compensation
against rich and powerful corporations and 1insurance
companies. Limiting economic damages 1is unfair because
sometimes people ar~ damaged by wrong doers in important
ways that are not j~st tied to the economic losses of wage
loss and medical bills.

The day to day living of the physical pain and
mental anguish generated by some physical injuries deserves
fair compensation. The juries and the courts have good
sense and judgment to base these kinds of losses on what our
society thinks is fair.

Changing our civil system and taking ,t..ase
decisions away from the courts and juries will not lower
insurance rates. You already have evidence 1in front of you
that the insurance 1industry in Alaska is profitable. The
statement that premiums will be lowered if you adopt tort
reform is not supported by the experience in the Canadian
Provinces where the tort reform, as proposed in Alaska, is
already in place.

Changing our civil justice system won"t lower the
insurance rates. Please leave the system 1intact and 1in the
hands of responsive and responsible members of the
community, the jury and the court.

Three hundred years of careful development through
the legal system of injured persons rights should not be
blown away by a short term crisis created by the insurance
industry®s own financial mismanagement.



April 2, 1986

Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: Tort Refornm

Dear Legislators:

I am a personal injury victim and I oppose the
insurance "crisis"-tort reform effort changing our system of
civil jJustice. The present system gives an injured person a

fighting chance for justice and reasonable compensation
against rich and powerful corporations and 1insurance
companies. Limiting economic damages 1is unfair because
sometimes people are damaged by wrong doers 1in important
ways that are not just tied to the economic losses of wage
loss and medical bills.

The day to day living of the physical pain and
mental anguish generated by some physical 1injuries deserves
fair compensation. Tie juries and the courts have good
sense and judgment to bnse these kinds of losses on what our
society thinks 1is fair.

Changing our civil system and taking these
decisions away from the courts and juries will not lower
insurance rates. You already have evidence in front of you
that the insurance industry 1in Alaska 1is profitable. The
statement that premiums will be lowered if you adopt tort
reform 1is not supported by the experience 1in the Canadian
Provinces where the tort reform, as proposed in Alaska, Iie
already 1in place.

Changing our civil justice system won"t lower the
insurance rates. Please leave the system intact and 1in the
hands of responsive and responsible members of the
community, the jury and the court.

Three hundred years of careful development through
the legal system of injured persons rights should not be
blown away by a shjrt term crisis created by the insurance
industry®s own financial mismanagement.

Sincerely yours,



April 24, 1986

Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: Tort Reform

Dear Legislators:

I am a personal 1injury victim and 1 oppose the
insurance "crisis"-tort reform effort changing our system of
civil jJustice. The present system gives an injured person a

fighting chance for justice and~reasonal)le®compensation
against rich and powerful corporations and 1insurance
companies. Limiting economic damages is unfair because
sometimes people are damaged by wrong doers in important
ways chat are not just tied to the economic losses of wage
loss and medical bills.

The day to day living of the physical pain and
mental anguish generated by some physical 1injuries deserves
fair compensation. The juries and the courts have good
sense and judgnm ““to base these kinds of losses on what our
society thinks U lir.

Changing our civil system and taking these
decisions away from the courts and juries will not lower
insurance rates. You already have evidence in front of you
that the 1insurance industry 1in Alaska 1is profitable. The
statement that premiums will be lowered if you adopt tort
reform 1is not supported by the experience in the Canadian
Provinces where the tort reform, as proposed in Alaskc, is
already in place.

Changing our civil justice system won"t lower the
insurance rates. Please leave the system Intact and 1in the
hands of responsive and responsible members of the
community, the jury and the court.

Three hundred years of careful development through
the legal system of injured persons rights should not be
blown away by a short term crisis created by the insurance
industry™s own financial mismanagement.

Sincerely yours,



Alaska Legislature 5 -J -
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil justice systen. IfT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly want.

But most of us are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We art victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic"” damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering Jlimits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, loss of child-bearing ability, or
whateve., to $2,500. This cannot be justice 1in anyone®s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won-"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fightingchance against
rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

Address: N

IMCS Cwa, 2



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil justice system. IfT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and ail other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly want.

But most of us are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic" damages. And give punitive damages t >
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not unusual for a Daikon Shield victinm, I understand the
provision you are considering Jlimits my damages for pain and
suffe-xng, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearinrr ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice 1in anyone®s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fightingchance against
rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Address:

titJAfrn .e M
s D tfncjdr.
1~)hchoracp0) 97SC>9

/- -5



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil Justice system. If applied to Daikon Shield cases, th
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on r
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of th
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can®"t bear children, which we dearly want.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb in us. And now, we hear
that vyou are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic"™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victinm, I understand the
provision you are considering Jlimits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice 1In anyone®"s eyes.

J am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow it uo happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fightingchance against
rich and powerful <corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil justice system. If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can®"t bear children, which we dearly want.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some Jlost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-econo:.nc" damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which

is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be jJustice in anyone®s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t
allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against
rich and powerful <corpc-ations, which do, on occasion, act
irresponsibly.

4486 Early Spring Street
Homer, Alaska 99603



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil justice system. If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic efreot on me
and all otter victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can®"t bear children, which we dearly v/ant.

But most of us are able to persevere and continue

working, so our ™"economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some 1lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, v/e hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic"™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victinm, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
v/hatever, to $2,500. This cannot be jJustice 1in anyone®s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fightingchance against
rich and powerful —corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

Address:

1224 Gilmore Trail
Fairbanks, Alaska S9701



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and I v/ant you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil justice system. IT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can®t bear children, which we dearly v/ant.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some 1lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb in us. And now, v/e hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic" damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10 ,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victin, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice 1in anyone®s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won-"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against

rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act
irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

Address:



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 998CP

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil Justice system. If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can®"t bear children, v/hich we dearly v/ant.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic"™ damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some Jlost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, v/e hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice in anyone®"s eyes.

I am hopeful thit once you understand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Jtaease leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against
rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.
Sincerely,

nN02.Z IR

Address: AN cfcrl Z



Alaska. Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield IDD

Lear Legislators:

I sun a Daikon Shield victim and | want you to know that | oppose the insurance
crisis/ tort reform effort at changing our civil justice system. If applied to Daikon
Shield cases, the provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect unon ne and
all other viotias of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the Daikon Shield lost thei.. i h-
productive organs, or they were severely damaged} we all have pain and Buffering ana |,
emotional anguish that is difficult ¢o describe and hard to talk about. Many of us can t
bear children which we dearly want!

While 1 was a user of the Daikon Shield IUD in 1973* 1 became pregnant unaware -of
this”’because the baby was growing in ay tube, where it finally ruptured (pelvic inflam—
matory disease with a subsequent ectopic pregnancy) As a result of this my doctor removed
my tube and ovary. |1 did risk another pregnancy and was fortunate to have a*""beautiful"”
little girl in 197U. 1 do believe she is a miracle, a gift from God for my husband and
me! “After h"j. birth though my doctor advised us that it would indeed be too risky to get
pregnant again bo | went ahead and had my other side tied,( tubal ligation) 1 could-have

died as a result of the Daikon Shield, and in the years since, | have continous and some—
times serious medical problems that have resulted from the I1UD. My husband and me would
loved to have had more children! -

But moBt of us persevere and continue working, so our "economic" damage may not
be so great, just medical bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb in us! And now, we hear, we hear that you are
considering legiolation that could limit our recovery of "non-economic" damages, and give
punitive damages to the state, which 1 think night not in<all-likelihood" even be (10HBTI-
TPTIONAL?

If my lost wages and medical bills are$10,000, which is not unusual for a Daikon
Shield victim, | understand the provJ”ion you are considering limits my damages fQr in
iud suffering, emotional anguish, loss of child-bearing ability or whatever, to $§,56%.
diis cannot be justice in anyones eyes!

I am hopeful that once you understand this yov. won ™ allow it to happen. Please
loave our civil justice Bystem alone so that we and ruture victims can have a fighting

chance against rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion" act irresponsibly.
Thank you
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Alaska Legislature Ji1y°- Jajs J2j5-~
Juneau, Alaska 99801
RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:
I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1| v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil Justice systenm. If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can ™ bear children, v/hich we dearly want.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of ™"non-cconoir.ic" damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victin, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
v/hatever, to $2 ,500. This cannot be justice in anyone"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won-"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against
rich and powerful ~corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.
Sincerely, ,

{Jtfriiiib cows g~
Address:
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Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and | v/ant you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil jJustice system. IfT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly v/ant.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic"™ damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that <could limit our
recovery of "non-economic" damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which

is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, loss of child-bearing ability, or
wnatover, to $2,500. This cannot be jJustice in anyone®"s eyes.

lam hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Plet.se leave our civil justice system alone
so that v/e and future victims can have afightingchance against
rich and pov/erful <corporations, which do, on occasion, act
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Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daitkon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil jJustice system. IT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish wuhat 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can*t bear children, which we dearly want.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic"™ damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, v/e hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic" damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victinm, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice 1iIn anyone®"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won-"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fightingchance against
rich and pov/erful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil jJustice system. I1f applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can®"t bear children, which we dearly v/ant.

But most of us are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some 1lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic" damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victinm, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, cr
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice in anyone"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you wunderstand this you won-"t

allow 1itco happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fightingchance against
rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and | v/ant you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil Justice system. IfT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly v/ant.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some Jlost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic"™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain a.nj
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice dn anyone"s eyes -

I am hopeful that once you wunderstand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against
rich and pov/erful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and I want you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil Justice systenm. IfT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly want.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic"™ damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some 1lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a tine bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic" damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victinm, I understand the
provision you are considering Jlimits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice in anyone"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fightingchance against
rich and powerful <corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

Address:
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Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil justice system. IfT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shi 1Id. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly want.

But most of us are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some 1lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic" damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice 1iIn anyone®"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have afightingchance against
rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99601

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and | v/ant you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil jJustice system. IfT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can®"t bear children, which we dearly want]

But most of us are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic™ damags may not be great. Just medical
bills and some Jlost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, v/e hear
that you are considering legislation that ~could limit our
recovery of "non-economic"™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,00G, which

is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering,emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
v/hatever, to $2,500 . This cannot be justice 1in anyone"s eyes!

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fightingchance against
rich and pov/erful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely, p

Address: n y

3'50'7 Sjxbii

(v . Ok

ft>7)3"37-5"7
fin) 3 Vito3 ~ ~



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1| v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil jJustice system. IfT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the

Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were
severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly want.

But most of us are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic"™ damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000 , which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victinm, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, loss of cniid-bearing ability, or
v/hatever, to $2 ,500. This cannot be justice in anyone"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t
allow it to happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system ~lone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against

rich and powerful <corporations, which do, on occasion, act
irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

Address:
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Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil justice system. IfT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can®"t bear children, which we dearly want.

But most of us are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, v/e hear
that you are considering legislation that ~could limit our
recovery of "non-economic"™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000,which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, lu~rs of c"nild-Dearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be jJjustice in anyone"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won-"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against
rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

Address:
| mO . y. H-3Q
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Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RF: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and I v/ant you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil Justice systenm. IT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of tho Daikon Shield. Many victims of the

Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were
severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly want.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic"™ damages. .And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victinm, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, loss of child-bearing ability, or
v/hatever, to $2,500 . This cannot be justice in anyone"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t
allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against
rich and powerful <corporations, which do, on occasion, act
irresponsibly.

/ Yvonne C. Ray

Address 220 Galleon Drive
Anchorage, AK 99515
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Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and I want you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil jJustice system. |If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were
severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly want.

But most of us are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some 1lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic"™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victinm, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be jJustice 1in anyone®"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you wunderstand this you won"t

allow 1itto happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fightingchance againsu
rich and powerful <corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.
Sincerely,
A 6 —)y-

0
Address:

fLm . t{1C tftfSGZ.



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daitkon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil Justice system. It applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shinid lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly v/ant.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue
working, so our ™"economic"™ damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some 1lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our

recovery of "non-economic™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are$10,000, which

is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victinm, I understand the
provision you are considering Jlimits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. Tnis cannot be justice 1iIn anyone"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against
rich and powerful corporations, v/hich do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

Address:
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Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil Justice systenm. If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the

Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were
severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, v/hich ,2 dearly v/ant.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb in us. And now, v/e hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic" damages. And give punitive damages tc
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, Jloss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice 1in anyone®s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t
allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against
rich and powerful ~corporations, which do, on occasion, act
irresponsibly.

Sipcerely, n

Addre;s:./O/£> éjﬁj SO"lS
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Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil jJustice systenm. IfT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly v/ant.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost v/ages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, v/e hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic” damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

IfT my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victinm, I understand the
provision you are considering limits m* damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice in anyone"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won-"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system alone
so that we and future victims can have afightingchance against
-ich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.
Sincerely,
A L.U j \Li_ac,

Address:

w-ix- A



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil justice system. IfT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the

Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were
severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly v/ant.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, v/e hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic”™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice 1in anyone®"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t
allow it to happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system alone
so that v/e and future victims can have a fighting chance against
rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act
irresponsibly.



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and | want you to know that
I oppose the insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil justice system. IfT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Man® of us can®"t bear children, which we dearly v/ant.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb in us. And now, v/e hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic"” damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10 ,000, which

is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering Jlimits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice in anyone®s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fightingchance against
rich and powerful ~corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1| v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil jJustice system. If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly v/ant.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic"™ damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some 1lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that vyou are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic"™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, v/hich
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice in anyonelc eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system alone
so that we and future victims can have afightingchance against
rich and powerful <corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

‘Meg UJb? gaCo?

atv™~ ocoae i



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and | v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil justice system. If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, v/hich we dearly v/ant.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, v/e hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic" damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not unusual for a Daikon Shield victin, I understand the
provision you are considering Jlimits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
v/hatever, to $2,500. This cannot be jJustice 1in anyone®"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow u to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have afightingchance against
rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil justice systen. If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the

Dalton Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were
severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, v/hich we dearly want.

But mos . of us are able to persevere and continue
working, so our "economic™ damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic™ damages. And give punitive damages to

the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victin, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice in anyone®"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t
allow it to happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against

rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act
irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

Address:
Sc? *<3
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Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil jJustice systen. Ifapplied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the

Daikon Shield 1lost their reproductive organs, or they were
severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can®"t bear children, which we dearly want.

But most of us are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some 1lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic"™ damages. Andgive punitive damages to
the state.

IfT my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
provision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice in anyone"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t
allow it to happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against
rich and powerful <corporations, which do, on occasion, act
irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

/v



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators!

I am a Daikon Shield victim arid 1 want you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our

civil justice systenm. I applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can®t bear children, v/hich we dearly want.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some 1lost wages for operations. \a are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb in us.And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $.10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield wvictim, I understand the
provision you are considering Jlimits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice in anyone"s eves.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t
allow it to happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chancr against
rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act
irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

Address:

77 70 %



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 998G1

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD
Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and | want you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil jJustice system. If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provision- you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were
severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard 1i:0 talk about.
Many of us can®"t bear children, which we dearly want.

But most of us are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some 1lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that vyou are considering legislation that ~could limit our
recovery of "non-e- nomic" damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

IfT my lost wages and medical bills are $10 ,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victim, I understand the
pro-vision you are considering limits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, Joss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be just.i.ce in anyone®s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you wunderstand this you won"t

allow 1itto happen. Please leave our civil jJustice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fightingchance against
rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,
/y[dJ o]

Address: S n *
J?7 3 3 N ANc/C.-



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I an a Daikon Shield victim and | v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil jJustice system. IT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us canll bear children, v/hich we dearly want.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic"™ damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10 ,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victinm, I understand the
provision you are considering Jlimits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be justice 1in anyone®s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fightingchance against
rich and pov/erful <corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

Address:

Soy.

<7192/7



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Daikon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 v/ant you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil jJustice system. If applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering v/ould have a drastic effect on me
and a]l other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anquish that is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can®"t bear children, v/hich we dearly want.

But most of wus are able to persevere and continue

working, so our "economic" damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lost wages and medical bills are $10,000, which
is not wunusual for a Daikon Shield victinm, I understand the
provision you are considering Jlimits my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, 1loss of child-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be jJjustice 1in anyone®"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fighting chance against
rich and powerful corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

& X ttn ,
utt-tKO,



Alaska Legislature
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Pa lkon Shield 1UD

Dear Legislators:

I am a Daikon Shield victim and 1 want you to know that
I oppose the 1insurance crisis/tort reform effort at changing our
civil jJustice system. IfT applied to Daikon Shield cases, the
provisions you are considering would have a drastic effect on me
and all other victims of the Daikon Shield. Many victims of the
Daikon Shield lost their reproductive organs, or they were

severely damaged; we all have pain and suffering and emotional
anguish that 1is difficult to describe and hard to talk about.
Many of us can"t bear children, which we dearly v/ant.

But most of wus are able tc persevere and continue

working, so our "economic"™ damage may not be great. Just medical
bills and some lost wages for operations. We are victims of a
company which knowingly put a time bomb 1in us. And now, we hear
that you are considering legislation that could limit our
recovery of "non-economic™ damages. And give punitive damages to
the state.

If my lose wages and medical bills are $10,000, which

is not wunusual for a Daikon Shie" victim, I understand the
provision you are considering limi my damages for pain and
suffering, emotional anguish, loss oi cnild-bearing ability, or
whatever, to $2,500. This cannot be jJ stice in anyone®"s eyes.

I am hopeful that once you understand this you won"t

allow it to happen. Please leave our civil justice system alone
so that we and future victims can have a fightingchance against
rich and powerful ~corporations, which do, on occasion, act

irresponsibly.

Sincerely,

Address: . -



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

TO: REPRESENTATIVE M. MIKE MILLER

FROM: SHARON WALLEEN
20*1 BOREALIS
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA S9503
279-0S60

BILL NO

SUBJECT TORT REFORM

MESSAGE

TORT REFORM WILL NOT LOWER INSURANCE RATES AND TORT
REFORMERS ADMIT THIS. IT WILL ALLOW WRONG-DOERS fO

GET OFF WITHOUT SAYING THEIR FAIR SHARE. FIND OUT MORE
ABOUT INSURANCE COMPANY PROFITS IN ALASKA. VOTE NO.

DATE: 03/2B/S6 TIME: 11:53:06 SENT BY: ANCHORAGE LIU

COPIES TO: HOUSE MEMBERS
SENATE MEMBER!



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

TO: REPRESENTATIVE M. MIKE MILLER

FROM: PEGGY WILLIAMS
4-319 SAN ROBERTA. 81
ANCHORAGE 99508
258-1029

BILL NO:

SUBJECT: JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS
MESSAGE.

INSURANCE REFORM NOT TORT REFORM. VOTE NO ON HB 532.
VOTE NO ON HB 455 DIVESTMENT. SUPPORT SB 187 ON ADOPTION.
SUPPORT HB 547. HEALTH INSURANCE AND HB 589, HEALTH.
JUSTICE FOR THE VICTIMS NOT INJUSTICES. DON’T SUPPORT
LAWS AGAINST THE PEOPLE. SEE YOU AT ELECTION TIME.

DATE: 03/28/85 TIME: 13:35;59 SENT BY: ANCHORAGE LIO

COPIES TO: HOUSE MEMBERS
SENATE MEMBERS



