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House Judiciary Comrrittee e Al 20811
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January 17, 1986

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

On Tuesday, Jan. 21st, from 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. the House Judiciary
Committee will hold a hearing on CSHB 35, "An Act relating to state
regulation of fireworks; and providing for an effective date.” The
hearing will take place in the House Judiciary Committee room 12h in the
Capitol Building in Juneau. The hearing will be teleconference! state—
wide to all Legislative Information Offices.

Anyone wishing to testify on the bill may simply sign up before or during
the hearing at their local L.1.0.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE: January 13, 1985
T0: Representative Mike Miller, -hairman
House Judiciary
FROM: Representative Pat Pourcho

SUBJECT: House Judiciary Hearing on HB 35

I would appreciate the committee extending invitations to the
following individuals to testify before the House Judiciary
Committee hearing on HB 35 scheduled for January 21 at 1:30 p.m.

John Sturgeon

State Forester

Department of Natural Resources
P.0. Box 7-005

Anchorage, AK 99510

Sam Neal

State Fire Marshall
P.0. Box 6313
Anchorage, AK 99502

John Franklin, Commissioner
Department of Public Safety
Municipality of Anchorage
P.0. Box 6-650

Anchorage, AK 99502

Mark Johnson, Director

Division of Emergency Medical Services
Department of Health & Social Services
P.0. Box H

Juneau, AK 99811



I have extended invitations to the following
also wish to testify.

Jason Elson, President

Alaska Firefighters Association
Boxc 2712

Kenai, AK 99611

Chief Ross Fosberg
Anchorage Fire Department
P.0O. Box 6-650

Anchorage, AK 99501

Wayne Grieme
6230 Grieme Road
North Pole, AK 99705

Dorothy Jones, Mayor
Matanuska-Susitna Borough
Box B

Palmer, AK 99645

Thomas McAlister

Fire Chief

Valdez Fire Department
P.0O. Box 307

Valdez, AK 99686

Frank Mullen

Kenai Peninsula Borough Assemblyman
P.0O. Box 850

Soldotna, AK 99669

Joyce Murphy, D.V.M.
Virginia Johnson, D.V.M.
Alpine Veterinary Clinic
8050 Old Seward Highway
Anchorage.. AK 99502

Michael Ririe

Operations Manager
Anchorage Animal Control
Municipality of Anchorage
P.0. Box 6-650

Anchorage, AK 99502

Darryl Schaefermeyer
Deputy City Manager
City of Seward

P.0. Box 167

Seward, AK 99664

individuals who may



David Squires

Deputy Chief

Seward Volunteer Fire Department
Seward, AK 99664

Leonard Weimer
Bear Creek Fire Department
Seward, AK 99664

Tom and Flarine Spencer
1409 Nunaka Drive
Anchorage, AK 99504

Ethel Christianson
SPCA

3439 East Tudor Road
Anchorage, AK 99507

Chip Dennerlein
Intergovernmental Affairs
Municipality of Anchorage
P.0. Box 6-650

Anchorage, AK 99502



March 21, 1986

Honorable M. Mike Miller
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V <MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Representative Millers

We understand that House Bill 35 has been referred back to the
House Rules Committee for possible further amendments. We have also
been told that the sponsor of the bill hopes to offer amendments which
would make the bill more acceptable to firework distributors and other
opponents of the bill with whom he says he has been iIn contact.

We do not know who these firework distributors might be. They are
not the companies which are represented by mes Pyrodyne, Inc. or R & S
Marketing Services, Inc. We are not aware of any retailers or
wx 1”salers of fireworks iIn the State of Alaska with whom we have been
working who have recently told the sponsor of House Bill 35 that there
are amendments which could make te bill more acceptable to them.

However, in the interest of making our position on House bill 35
clear "pyou and to other members of the House, let me clari for ¥ou
the position of my clients relative to the current draft of the bill as
It passed the House Judiciary Committee (CtHB 35(Jud)>.

1) Page 1, line 11a The insertion of the word "manufacture"
could ba troublesome because the word is not defined In the current
statute nor is 1t defined in the current draft of the bill. Our
concern would be that the assembling of firework items for the purpose
of display or the assembling of firework items for retail sales could
be construed as *manufacturingl. By assembling, we mean only putting
pieces together as when a display set piece is constructed out of
various firework items. We would suggest that “‘manufacture’ be clearly
defined so that activites pursuant to a public display or sales of
permitted firework items be clearly excluded from such a prohibition of
manufacturing. We ~*ould offer the following definition for your
cons iderationi

"manufacture'” means to make or produce a Firework item
from its chemical and other components but does not mean to
fabricate, construct or assemble set pieces, mechanical pieces
or other i1tems for use in public displays nor does it mean to
assemble packages or groups of salable firework items or
individual retail firework items for wholesale or retail sales.

2) Section 5 of this current draft bill repeals AS 18.72.050
entirely and reenacts only some but not all of the definitions now
found In this section of the current law. As a result of this repeal
and only partial reenactment, some Ffirework items now legal for retail
sales and purchase, possession and use by the citizens of Alaska would



be mad* i1llegal. It i1s not correct that only firecrackers would become
iiifcgal under this bill if enacted! Helicopters, aerial spinners,
mines, shells and combination items also would be prohibited because
they are not defined and not iIncluded iIn the new definition of ''‘salable
fireworks".

Please refer to the existing statute at AS 18.72.050 <4)u This
subsection contains the definitions of salable items. You will note
that some of these i1tems are no longer included in the list of
"salable fireworks"™ found In CSHB 35, are not defined and would
therefore be covered by the definition of '‘dangerous fireworks'.
Consequently, they would be prohibited from legal purchase, possession
and use by the citizens of Alaska! Each of the following are not
defined 1," CSHB 35 and wouM be prohibited i

AS 18.72.050 <) EC} hel1copter ty|i)e rockets

AS 18.72.050 <> (I)mines and shells

AS 18.72.050 <) <P Tfirecrackers

AS 10.72.050 @ <K)novelties consisting of two or more
devices enumerated In this subsection

IT someone has been representing the current draft of CSHB 35 as
prohibiting only firecrackers, they either do not understand the bill
or they are misrepresenting what the bill does!

When we testified before the House State Affairs, we indicated
that we opposed House Bill 35 as originally drafted because i1t was
unnecessary legislation. Current Alaska law gives all jurisdictions
the authority to enact local ordinances more restrictive that the state
fireworks law. That local authority 1is not removed by House Bill 35
or by CSHB 35!

We still oppose the latest version— CSHB 35~ because 1t
is still unnecessary! There isnothing about CSHB 35 which makes it a
better bill and, therefore, more acceptable to us. Nor is there
anything in CSHB 35 which, in our opinion, makes it go<d legislation
for the citizens of Alaska.

We do believe that there are provisions which could be added to
the current Alaska fireworks law which make the law setter for all of
Alaska** citizens. We made some of those suggestion* in our testimony
before the Committee. They were not included in the subsequent redraft
of the bill and no one has since asked us about them.. The sponsor of
House Bill 35 has not contactedus to request ideas for improvement of
the bill. He are no\aware that retailers iIn Alaska with whom we work
or any other persons have been contacted either.

We testified that House Bill 35 did not solve any perceived
problems. We were not convinced that any real problems had been
correctly identified. We see CSHB 35 as faulty for the same reasons.
We remain convinced that CSHB 35 is faulty, unneeded legislation and
that it should be defeated.

Respectfully, we offer again to work with legislators to improve
the Alaska state fireworks law.



We ask that you oppose CCHB 35 because it iIs more restrictive than
It 1s said to be and because :lt 1s bad legislation which will not solve
any real problems there may be in Alaska.

The press of other business iIn the lower 48 has madeit difficult
for me to get to Juneau this year. Frankly, 1 have hoped to be able to
get to Juneau iIn the near future to work on this bill. Ho ever, It now
appears that a trip in the next two weeks ~s unlikely. 1 i1tope that in
that timespan, the House will finally and decisively defeat CSHB 35
because i1t is unneeded, ba* legislation and, then, move on to the
consideration of subjects of more Immediate importance to Alaska.

IT 1 can be of any help iIn the next fewdays with respect to
improving CSHB 35 or ifl can be of any helpin defeatingthe current
version of the bill, please let me know.

Respectfully,

Jerald E. Farley, representing
Pyrodyne, Inc. and

R & S Marketing Services, Inc.
2540 34th Avenue South

Seattle

Washington 98144

206-723-4477
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Committee on State Affairs
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Juneau, Alaska 99811
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To: Representative Katie Hurley
Chair, House State Affairs Committee

From: Nevette Bowen
Committee Aide

Date: 3/14/85

Re: Proposed Committee Substitute for House Bill 35

The proposed committee substitute for House Bill 35 "An Act relating tv
state regulation of fireworks"™ contains the following changes:

“The effective date has been changed to July 15, 1985 to enable
retailers to dispose of their inventories before any restriction on
salable fireworks occurs.

“The definition of salable fireworks 1is expanded to include ground
spinners and flitter sparklers®. This was done at the suggestion of r
Jerry Farley, a fireworks wholesaler representative fro;;, Seattle, to
bring the bill into conformity with laws in other states which allow
the full range of "safe and sane fireworks."

“The other amendments were suggested by the Department of Law:

Section 1 (a) was modeled after language from other statutes which
restrict use of controlled substances.

Section 4 brings the bill into conformity with accepted drafting style
for criminal statutes and specifically defines the class of penalties
involved.

A class A misdemeanor will result in a $5000 fine or 1 year in jail,
or both.

A class B misdemeanor will result in a $1000 fine or 90 days in jail,
or both.

The Department of Law has m position on the amount of penalty
imposed. Their suggestion is that the legislation specifically define
the class of penalties involved. Representative Pourchot®s office has
suggested that the penalty upon conviction be a class A misdemeanor.
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Original sponsor: Pourchot

IN THE HOUSE 3Y THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 35 (State Affairs)
IB THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act ancicled: "An Act relacing co state regulation of fireworks;
and providing for an effective date.”
3E IT ENACTED 3Y THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 18.72.010(a) is amended co read:

(@) The salex" [0If] offer to sell, possession with intent
sellT"or-manufacture o~fdangerous fireworks at wholesale or retail for
a [ANY] purpose ocher chan industrial, agricultural, wildlife control

jtor public display purposes is prohibited.
* Sec. 2. AS 18.72.010(c) 1is amended co read:

(c) All dangerous fireworks shall be purchased from a fireworks
wholesaler licensed as such in this state. A [NO] fireworks whole—
saler may not sell dangerous fireworks co anyone, unless the wholesal—
er [HE] has a currently valid permit required by the fire safety code,
the number of which shall be affixed co each record of sale by the
[FIREWORKS] wholesaler, and maintained as a permanent record e the
sale.

* Sec. 3. AS 18.72.030i. ©I) is amended to read:

of

() A person who desires co sell fireworks at wholesale 1in the

scace shall first make verified application for a license to the state
fire marshal on forms provided by the state fire marshal [HIM]. The
application shall be accompanied by an annual license fee of S50.
* Sec. 4. AS 13.72.040 is amended to read:
Sec.. 18.72.040. PENALTIES "[VIOLATION# A person who recklessly®

[KNOWINGLY AND WILFULLY]/ fails co comply with a provision of this
-1- CSH3 35(SA)



chapter or fireworks regulations adopced in the fire safety code is
guilty of a class A”misdemeanor [AND UPON. CONVICTION 1S PUNISHABLE
A FINE OF NOT MORE* THA1J $500*, OR BY IIffiRISONKENT FOR..NOT MORE THAN S”R
MONTHS™, OR ”BY BOTH]”~ Each day of noncompliance constitutes a separate
offense.
Sec. 5. AS 13.72.050 is repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 18 72.050. DEFINITIONS. In ehi3 chapter and in fireworks
regulations adopted in the state fire safecy code

(1) "cone fountain" means a cardboard or heavy paper cone
containing; not more than. 50 grams of pyrotechnic composition and that
has the same effect as a cylindrical fountain;

(@) "cylindrical fountain” means a cylindrical tube not
more chan three-fourths of an inch (19 mm) inside diameter, containing
up co 75 grams of pyrocechnic composition, that may be supported on a
base or spike or nay be hand-held and chat, upon ignition, produces a
shower of colored sparks and, sometimes, a whistling effect;

(3) "dangerous fireworks" includes ail fireworks chat are
not defined as salable fireworks;

(< "dipped stick™ means a stick or wire coated with not
more than 100 grams of pyrotechnic composition, or if containing
perchlorate or chlorate salts, not more than five grans of pyrocechnic
composition, and that produces a shower of sparks upon ignition;

(5) "fire safety code" means the fire safecy code of che
state adopced and administered by the division of fire prevention of
the Department of Public Safety;

(6) "fireworks"™ means a composition or device designed to
produce a visible or ar. audible effect by combustion, deflagration or
detonation, and that meets che definition of "common"™ or "special"”

fireworks as sec out 1in the hazardous materials regulations of che



United States Department of Transportation, but does not include

(A) toy pistols, toy canes, toy guns, or other devices
in which paper or plastic caps manufacture, packed, and shipped
in accordance with United States Department of Transportation
regulations; and

(B) model rockets and model rocket motors designed,
sold, and usee" for the purpose of propelling recoverable aero
models;

(7) "~flitter sparkler”"means a narrow, .paper tube filial
with~"pyx6tecfinicr composition that produces color and 3parks ijfrt
ighicfonfT chi*S“tevice does not_have a.fuse.for ignition; the paper
one oncfof~the tube is ignited to make che device function”

(87 "gfourid"~spinner means a small device similar to wh”Sl
in desrgl'f'and'effecTT'aan—pi—aced— on che ground and ignited; a shower ay
sgarks and"color is produced.by the rapidly spinning devicj”®

(9 "illuminating torch”™ means a cylindrical tube contain—
ing not more than 100 grams of pyrocechnic composition, that may be
supported on a base or spike or may be hand-held and chac, upon igni—
tion, produces a colored fire;

(10)  "recklessly™ has che meaning given in AS 11.81.900(a)-
©OF

(11) “salable fireworks" includes only che following United
States Department of Transportation common fireworks:

(A) cone fountains;

(3) cylindrical fountains;
(C) dipped scicks;

75) flitter”’spark! »lrs; *
(EJ- " grouHd®_spinners ; /

() illuminating torches;

-3- CSHB 35 (SA)



(G) wheels;

(12) "wheel™ means a pyrocechr.ic device attached Co
or cree by means of a nail or scring, containing a cocal pyrocechnic
composition of not more chan 60 grans in each driver unit or 240 grams
in each cocplece wheel, and chac, upon ignition, revolves and produces
a shower of color and sparks and, sometimes, a whistling effect.

Sec. 6. AS 18.72.060 is amended co read:

Sec. 18.72.060. APPLICATION oF CHAPTER. This chapter and fire—
works regulations adopced under che fire safecy code supersede che
provisions ofan ordinance adopced by a city or borough, whether
before or after May 23, 1969, chac [WHICHj are less restrictive char,
this chapter or che code. However, nothing in this section affects
che authority of a city ororganisedborough under ocher law co pro—
hibit or regu"ate more rescricciveiv chan this chapter che offering
for sale, exposure for sale, sale, use, or explosion of fireworks.

Sec. 7. AS 18.72.060 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) This chapter dc._ not apply co

(¢)) che sale, and use 1in emergency situations, of pyro—
technic signaling devices and distress signals for marine, aviation,
and highway use:

) che retailsale anduse of explosives or signaling
flares used inthe course of ordinary business or industry;

(3) gold scar producing sparklers that contain nomagnesium
or chlorate;

(4) coy snakes chat contain no mercury:

(5) smoke novelties and party novelties that contain less
chan 0.25 grain of explosive mixture:

(6) snells or cartridges used as ammunition in firearms;

@) blank cartridges wused for a th acrical or other

CSHB 05(SA) 4-
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entertainment production, or for signal

or

sporting events or by military organizations.

* Sec.

8.

This Act~cakes effect July _i5,

ceremonial purposes

CSHB 35(34)
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«  MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 20, 1985

TO: M. Mike Miller, Chair
House Judiciary Committee

FROM: Representative Pat
SUBJECT: CSHB 35 (SA) Relating to the Regulation of Fireworks

Attached, please find the State Affairs CS for HB 35, which relates to the
regulation of fireworks, and which has a second referral to Judiciary.

My intention in sponsoring this bill is to give substance to the existing
municipal restrictions on the use and sale of fireworks. While most major
municipalities have complete bans on the sale and use of fireworks, readily
obtained fireworks in nearby areas effectively prevent enforcement. The
measure does not restrict all fireworks sales as do most municipalities, but
it does ban on a statewide basis the most dangerous and most objectionable
ones, firecrackers and skyrockets.

The State Affairs Comnittee held three hearings on the bill, including a
statewide teleconference. It is my belief that the CS addresses the major
substantive concerns raised by the committee and the public. Major
changes to the bill include:

* The effective date has been postponed to December 31, 1985, to
enable retailers to liquidate inventories of fireworks which will be
prohibited with the enactment of HB 35. Many profitable products to
the fireworks retailers (fountains, cones, ground spinners) will
continue to be allowed to be sold under the bill.

* Flitter sparklers and ground spinners have also been included as
salable fireworks. This was done at the urging of th fireworks
industry interests who asked that additional fireworks be added to
the salable list. This conforms the bill to those state laws allowing
the full array of "safe and sane" fireworks.

* At the suggestion of the Department of Law, several amendments were
added to conform to other statutes dealing with restrictions of con-
trolled substances. These include prohibiting the possession with the



intent to sell dangerous fireworks, specifying the clas , of penalties
involved, and using the term "recklessly” rather than "willfully and
knowingly.” These changes conform to standard drafting styles.

I would most appreciate the committee's early consideration of this bill.

Attachment

PJP: RJR:|l



COMMITTEE report

HOUSE
@) Judiciary
FURTHER:
1/14/35
Date: 0 A1/
The Committee on State Affairs has had -1B 35

"An Act relating to state regulation of fireworks; and providing
for an effective date.™

under consideration and recommends:

[ 1 do pass [ 1 do not pass

[ 3 do pass with attached amendments(s)
Iim 1 same title

K T replace with CS for < 11" " [ 1 new title
and recommends o>>
[ 3 AND attaches a "Letter of Intent” [ 1 New Fiscal Note
3 Zero Fiscal Note Attached " -
[ 3 reports it back without recommendation
[ 3 referred to the Commi ttee
MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:
fL
y
Lk

< _—_

CHAITRMAN



CS House Bill 35 (State Affairs)

An Act Relating to State Regulation of Fireworks

House Bill 35 does:

- P.*ohibit the sale of certain fireworks, such as firecrackers,
skyrockets, bottle rockets and other aerial exploding devices.

House Bill 35 does not:

- Restrict the permitted public displays of fireworks which have been
approved by the State Fire Marshall;

- Prohibit the sale of cone and cylindrical fountains, dipped sticks,
sparklers, wheels, ground spinners, and flitter wheels;

- prohibit the sale of smoke and party novelties, including toy snakes;
- Prohibit the sale of toy cap pistols, toy canes, or toy guns;
- Prohibit the sale and use of emergency signaling devices; nor

- Prohibit the sale and use of recoverable model rock.ts and their
propellants.



HB 35: JUSTIFICATION

Most municipalities in Alaska prohibit the use and sale of all fireworks.
These municipalities include: the Municipality of Anchorage, the City of
Fairbanks, the Fairbanks North Star Borough, the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough, the Ketchikan Gat way Borough and the Cities of Ketchikan,
Seward, Cordova, Soldotna, and Valdez. However, the unorganized areas
of the state do not .estrict use and sale. Without exception, there are
violations in the municipalities due to availability of fireworks just across
their boundaries.

HB 35 is intended to give substance to the restrictions imposed by these
municipalities, by prohibiting on a statewide basis, firecrackers, bottle
rockets, and skyrockets. The bill does not restrict the permitted public
fireworks displays, approved by the State Fire Marshall. It allows for the
sale and use of novelty fireworks, including glow worms and snakes, toy
pistols, and toy cap guns.

The state statutes would not be as restrictive as most of the municipal
prohibitions already on the books which provide for total bans on fire-

works. The sale of sparklers, ground fountains, wheels, spinners and
flitter sparklers (i.e., safe, nonexploding fireworks) would be allowed.

Thirty-six other states have restrictions on fireworks equal to or more
restrictive than that which HB 35 proposes. This bill is modeled after
Kentucky's statutes, the most recent state to revise its fireworks laws.
INJURIES/FIRES
- Fireworks have become a significant public safety problem.
United States
- In 1983, 8,277 injuries resulted from fireworks; 60 percent
injured were children under age 15. (Consumer Product Safety

Commission)

- From 1974 to 1983, 74,000 fireworks related injuries. (Consumer
Product Safety Commission)

Alaska
- From 1980 to 1984, 141 fireworks-caused fires resulted in
$669,400 in damages. [Alaska National Fire Incidence Reporting
System (ANFIRS)I.

- $400,000 fire in Metlakatla—fireworks were the cause (ANFIRS).



- A 339 acre fire near Soldotna cost $90,000 to extinguish
(ANFIRS).

Anchorage

- In 1984, 632 complaints to the Anchorage Police Department
relating to the illegal use of fireworks. (Anchorage Police

Department)

- Twenty-six minor fires on July Fourth in a 24 hour period—
caused by fireworks.

Fireworks retailers are not going to be put of business. The 49 licensed
retailers may continue to sell cones, fountains, sparklers, and novelties,
which are among the primary sources of their income.

There are 49 fireworks retailers, holding 130 permits. Retail permits are
$5.00 each. Of the ten wholesale permit holders, five are from out-
of-state. These permits are $50.00 each.
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MEMORANDUM January 31, 1985
SUBJECT: Sectional analysis of HB 35

TO: Representative Pat Pourchot
FROM: Edward H. Hein

Legislative Counsel

Section 1 inserts the word "purposes" on page 1, line 12,
ror-charity.

Section 2 makes changes to conform to proper drafting style.

Section 3 eliminates the personal pronoun "him"™ on page 1,
line 24, to conform to proper drafting style.

Section 4 changes to mental state required for conviction of
a violation of AS 18.72 to conform with the mental states
recognized under the criminal code, AS 11.

Section 5 replaces some existing definitions of specific
kinds of fireworks with definitions adapted from the
Kentucky Revised Statutes that do not change the technical
requirements in the existing definitions, but do add lan—
guage describing the behavior or effects of the fireworks.
The definition of "fireworks"” at page 2, line 24, is changed
from the existing circular definition to a meaningful gener—
ic definition of fireworks, as adapted from Kentucky law.
The definition of "salable fireworks™ at page 3, line 11, 1is
a substantial change from existing law. Currently, Alaska
law defines as salable fireworks all class C common fire—
works, which includes explosive and aerial devices such as
firecrackers, roman candles and skyrockets, among others.
The new definition of "salable fireworks™ in this bill
limits them to five non-aerial, non-explosive devices, all
of which are individually defined in the section. By so
changing the definition of salable fireworks, the bill woulH
significantly limit the kinds of fireworks that may be
lawfully sold to the general public. In local areas of the



Representative Pat Pourchot

January 31, 1985
Page 2

state even these may have been prohibited from sale to the

public by ordinance.

Section 6 makes a change at page 3, line 27, to conform to

proper drafting style.

Section 7 provides that
AS 18.72 does not apply
are used that otherwise
thereby regulated under

state regulation of fireworks under
to seven situations in which devices
might be considered fireworkr and
the chapter.

Section 8 provides an immediate effective date.

EHH:0jb
JI1/043
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: December 1985

TO Mike Miller, Chairman
House Judiciary Committee

FROM: Representative Pat Pourchc
SUBJECT: HB 35, Regulation of Fireworks

Mike, as you know 1 have been pushing for the above billl which would
ban the sale of certain dangerous fireworks on a statewide level.

While virtually all municipalities now have ordinances against all fire—
works, there are a few areas of the state where "anything goes.”™ This
situation obviously results in tremendous problems, like in Anchorage
where people simply drive "up the road” and bring illegal fireworks into
town

The last major municipality to allow all fireworks, the Kenai Peninsula
Borough, recently held an election where a fireworks ban advisory vote
was passed by the voters. The Borough Assembly is to act next week
on some type of restriction.

However, in the case of Anchorage and Fairbanks there is still a major
problem stemming from sales in the unincorporated area around
Glennallen and Nenana. Thus, statewide restrictions are still needed.

I want to stress again that HB 35 restricts only certain types of fire—
works, not all fireworks. Only the most dangerous fireworks, fire—
crackers and aerial fireworks (like skyrockets), would be banned. Last
year we heard considerable testimony in the House State Affairs Commit—
tee from municipalities, police and fire officials on the dangerous, costly
"nd nuisance effects of fireworks use.

I would greatly appreciate your attention on this bill and hearings by
the Judiciary Committee early in the upcoming session.

Enclosures
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A Seward boy died at an An-
chorage hospital Friday after
fireworks he and his family were
carrﬁmg_ in a truck exploded and
set the pickup afire.

Wesley Jones, 5, was declared
dead at Providence Hospital at
2:08 p.m. Friday, about 23 hours
after he suffered severe bums in
the accident on Sewa I's Bear
Creek Road.

Alaska State Trooper spokes-

man Paul Edscorn said the boy

was app_arentl?;_injured as he, his
two siblings, his parents and a
family friend rode in a 1979 Ford
Club Cab truck after buying fire-

Edscorn said Wesley, his
4-year-old stepsister, Camille
Castillo, and his 6-year-old
brother, Louis, were riding in die
truck’s back sejit while their
father, 4l-year-old Kenneth
Jones, rode up front with their
mother, Linda Jones, and the
driver, Seward resident Michael
Corcoran.

As the vehicle traveled down
Bear Creek Road, Edscorn said,
the newly-purchased fireworks
ignited.

“They have determined that
there was a fairly large quant ity
of firewalks both'in the front und
rear seats —actually on the iloor

Continued from page B-I
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in_éhe front and rear,” Edscorn
said.

While the pyrotechnics ex-
ploded and flames swept through
the truck’s large cab, Corcoran
and the elder Jones jumped from
the truck and pulled the children
from the pickup, Edscorn said.

Both men suffered bums to
their hands and arms in the pro-
cess, Edscorn said, and Jones
was still hospitalized at Provi-
dence late Friday in serious, but
stable, condition.

_Louis Jones and Camille Cas-
tillo — airlifted to Providence
with their father and Wesley
after they were initially treated
at Seward General Hospital —

See Explosion, page B-2

were listed in serious condition

late Friday,
said.

hospital officials
Jnm -

Linda Jones was not injured,

he said.

~ Edscorn said details of the in-
cident remained sketchy Friday,
because there were few wit-
nesses to the fire besides its vic-

tims.

Still unknown, he said, was the
cause of the fireworks’ ignition.

‘They’re all gone,” he said.
At this point, we just don’t

know.’

Bear Creek Volunteer Fire
Department Chief Len Weimar
said his men found the truck
burning after the blaze was re-

ports about 4 p.m.



Ab Anchonige Daily News

Doctors busy
with victims

of fireworks
By ROBERT FURLOW

The Associated Preis

WASHINGTON’ - As tradi-
tional as July Fourth fire-
works, day-aftc reports of
firecracker injuries spread
Friday as doctors who try to
repair the damage sought
greater awareness of dangers
Involved — and perhaps a
national ban.

Dr. Sloane Wilson, a Little
Rock, Ark., opthalmologist,
commenting during a break in
a day of surgery on several
accident victims, said: "When
children lose their eyes it's a
tragedy, and most of them
simply aren’t aware of the
risk.”

Wilson said he doubted a
federal ban would be forth-
coming. But he has begun a
national survey on behalf of
the American Academy of Op-
thalmology, hoping to get a
better idea of just how many
injuries fireworks do cause
and whether there is much
difference between states that
do and don't have laws limit-
ing or banning sales and use.

Estimates by his an ' other
medical groups now , = the
yearly injury toll at b itween
14,000 and 20,000, mny of
them around the t?.'rth of
July.

Dr. Joe Greenshcr, a Long
Island, N.Y., pediatrician who
is head of-an accident preven-
tion committee of the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatric:!,
said, "There should be federal
involvement,"” including a
ban on general use of all but
the smallest fireworks.

But he, too, said congres-
sional action was unlikely,
especially "with the present
climate of letting: business do
things voluntarily.”

"It's been a national prob-
lem for quite a number of
years." he said in a telephone
interview. "Here's another
July Fourth gone by, and you
see the reports." he added,
noting in particular a news
account he'd just heard of a 4-
year-old Yonkers, N.Y., boy
who'd lost parts of two fin-
gers when a fir«“racker ex
ploded In his ' and.

Wilson, also speaking by
telephone, said he had just
been working on a 16-ycar-old
boy who almost surely had
lost his sight in one eye after
being Injured in a playful
"fireworks war" in which
teen-agers fire little firecrack-
er rockets at each other.

Such little firecrackers, le-
gal in many states:, can reach
a speed of 50 mph in a few
feet, and erratic construction
makes aim a guesring game,
Wilson said.
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A deaf ear

IT’S ALMOST unpatriotic
to be concerned about the
hazards inherent in the use
of fireworks. After all,
they’re part of the nation’s
heritage — Fourth of July
celebrations, state fairs, big
festivals, carnivals and so
on. Anyone who opposes .the
unrestricted use of fireworks
finds himself in an uncom-
fortable position.

Yet the nagging thought
persists that fireworks are
dangerous and, as popula-
tion. increases, it makes
more and more sense to
limit fireworks to exhibitions
staged by professional
handlers.

THAT’S OUR VIE’Vfrom
Anchorage. The viev from
Soldotna, where the Kenai
Peninsula Borough sits, is
quite different. Despite an
overwhelming October advi-
sory vote to the contrary,

the borough assembly ac
cided this week to allow con-
tinued public sale and use of
fireworks.

In that same election,
Kenai voters rejected a
compromise that would have
imposed a seasonal ban on
fireworks — opting, instead,
for the year-round prohibi-
tion.

THE BOROUGH assem-
bly now has proposed an or-
dinance calling for a sea-
sonal ban. It will be voted on
Dec. 17.

The assembly could wind
up doing exactly the opposite
of what the people said in
those advisory votes two
months ago. If nothing else,
that may ensure that the
fireworks issue on the Kenai
Peninsula will remain an ex-
plosive one for some time to
come.



Ireworks
dll Nears

approva

By RONNIE CHAPPELL

Daily News reporter

SOLDOTNA — Despite the
pleas of distraught fireworks
Vendors, the Kenai Peninsula
Borough Assembly Tuesday
took the first step toward
outlawing the sale and use of
firecrackers, bottle rockets
and other black-powder nov-
elties.

Introduction of the ordi-
nance came a month fitter an
advisory vote in which Penin-
sula residents called for strict
controls on the sale and use of
fireworks.

The assembly will take fi-
nal action on the measure
Dec. 3.

"From the advisory vote
it’s clear that voters want
fireworks restrictions, but
what restrictions is not
clear,” said Louie March,
pr ‘'dent of the Alaska Fire-
works Association.

Forty-four percent of those
who participated in the advis-
ory vote endorsed a total ban,
while 38 percent favored sea-
sonal restrictions.

March urged the assid?bly
to restrict sales to a day

See Page 8-3, FIREWORKS
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=" Aban on fireworks

ONE OF THESE days all
local governments in Alaska
will do what most of the cit-
ies already have done, and
that’s ban the private use of
fireworks. Maybe the state
will have to do the job
through a simple bit of legis-
lation that makes the old-
fashioned pyrotechnics ille-

al.

] Fireworks have been a
part of America’s heritage
for a couple hundred years.
But the fact is they’ve be-
come too dangerous to be al-
lowed, outside of profession-
ally staged events. Those
should be enough.

IN A*ICHORAGE, fire-
works have been banned for
many years and their ab-
sence hasn’t been all that
hard to live with. But they’re
still permitted in other areas
close by. The Kenai Penin-
sula is a ready example. It
was there, near Seward, that
a fireworks explosion in a
camper took the life of a lit-
tle girl on the Fourth of July

weekend.

Every vyear, it seems,
someone is badly burned or
disfigured or fatally injured
while playing with fire-
works. They just aren’t
worth the pam and suffering
and grief.

THERE ARE THOSE
who will argue that making
fireworks illegal would be
just one more erosion of the
rights and liberties of indi-
vidual citizens. Maybe it
would be, but sometimes the
greater epublic good must
prevail.

We could still have fire-
works —in all the public dis-
plays and exhibitions any-
body would be willing to pay
for. The job could be handled
by professionals who know
the perils involved.

But for the safety of jther
little girls — and littie boys
and their parenis and friends
— our Independence Day
celebrations can do without
people tossing firecrackers
around.



Firecracker sets van

afire on Rid

A 1975 Chevy suburban
was the only Bethel victim of
fire cracker related incidents

over the Fourth of July
holiday.
Police said the vehicle

caught fire in the post office
parking lot after a 17-year-
old juvenile tossed a fire
cracker bottle rocket into a
puddle near the car. The
puddle apparently had some
sort of flammable liquid in it.

gecrest

and the fire cracker explo-
sion caused it to catch fire.

The car, which belonged
to the juveniles parents,
caught fire as well and of-
ficials estimated damage at
at least $2,500.

The incident, which hap-
pened on Saturday, is still
under investigation but no
charges have been filed,
police said.



STATEMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE PAT POURCHOT
BEFORE THE
HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CONSIDERATION OF HB 35, STATE REGULATION OF FIREWORKS

=T \
Madame Chair, Members of the Committee:

Thank You for the opportunity to comment on House Bill 35.

I like fireworks; 1 always have. I enjoyed shooting them
off to commemorate Independence Day when 1| was a young boy
I particularly enjoy viewing fireworks displays with my
family at Fur Rendezvous and on the Fourth of July. But a
much fun ,,nd as great atradition as shooting fireworks 1is

their misuse has become abig problem.

Municipalities around Alaska have addressed this by prohib
iting the use and sale of aj*l fireworks. The Municipality
of Anchorage, City of Fairbanks, Fairbanks North Star
Borough, Matanuska-Susitna Borough, Ketchikan Gateway
Borough and Cities of Ketchikan, Seward, Cordova, Soldotna
and Valdez have all prohibited use ar<d sale of fireworks
within their boundaries. The Kenai FeninsulaBorough is

scheduled to vote on this 1issue within the month.



Statement - HB 35 -2- January 31, 1985
Before H<.se State
Affairs Commillee

During much of June and July, in any of our major cities,
you would never know fireworks were banned with the fre-
quent aerial displays and explosions going on all over town
both day and night. This is largely because any and all
>ypes of fireworks, including firecrackers, are legally
bought and sold outside these municipalities, from adjacent

areas governed only by state fireworks laws.

This bill is necessary to reduce the availability of the
most dangerous and objectionable fir'works and to help
enforce restrictions imposed by most municipalities. The
bill would ban the sale statewide of firecrackers, bottle
rockets, and skyrockets. The bill would continue to permit
the sale of nany safer, nonexploding fireworks, including

sparklers, co les and wheels.

In no way does the bill restrict the permitted public
fireworks displays, approved by the State Fire Marshall.
The bill also allows sale and use of novelty fireworks,
including glow worms and snakes, toy pistols, and toy cap
guns. The state statutes, as amended by this bill, would
not be as restrictive as most of the municipal prohibitions

already on the books.

Thirty-five other states have restrictions on fireworks

equal to or more restrictive than that which | have



Statement - HB 35 -3- January 31, 1985
Before House State
Affairs Committee

proposed. This bill is modeled after one of the most

recent such laws which was enacted in Kentucky.

Fireworks have become a significant public safety and
nuisance problem. The Consumer Product Safety Commission
reported that nationwide there were 8,277 injuries in 1983
from fireworks; 60 percent of those persons injured were
children under age 15. Since 1974 there have been 74,000

fireworks related injuries.

In Alaska, since 1980, there have been 141 fireworks-caused
fires, resulting in almost three-quarters of a million
dollars in property damage. In Anchorage alone, last year,
there were over 600 complaints to the Anchorage Police
Department relating to the illegal use of fireworks, and

there were 26 minor fires on July Fourth--caused by fire-

works .
Some persons will suggest that this bill is serving to
restrict personal freedom--they are right, and | agree.

But, sometimes it is essential for government to step in
and restrict activities when public health and safety are

concerned.

Look at alcohol, for example. In response to alcohol abuse

in our communities, government entities have raised the



Statement - HB 35 -4- January 31, 1985
Before House State
Affairs Committee

legal drinking age; limited the business hours of taverns
and liquor stores; and, in some rural communities, prohib-

ited its importation and banned its presence--all efforts

to reduce its availability. The Legislature is now con-
sidering banning a person's "right" to drink alcohol in a
vehicle. I think you will agree that these efforts are

justified and have been effective in helping to reduce

alcohol related problems.

Like alcohol, with growing populations and ixcreased use,
the misuse of fireworks has become a significant public
safety problem and nuisance. Regulation, as proposed in
this bill is reasonable and fair. Fireworks retailers are
not going to be put out of business. The 49 licensed
retailers may continue to sell fountain:-!, sparklers, and
novelties, which | understand, are among the primary

sources of their income.

I have heard one complaint about the bill which | think has
merit. Retailers may have already stocked inventories of
fireworks which would be banned by this bill. If this s
true, | wurn amenable to working with them to address that

specific concern.

Fireworks restilction 1is a concern which has been addressed

by no less than three-quarters of the population of Alaska



Statement - HB 35 January 3i, J985
Before House State
Affairs Cormiillee

- through the municipal prohibitions. Every municipality |

have contacted, supports this bill.

I am available to answer any questions which you, the
committee or our citizens participating via teleconference

may have.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on this issue.



Position Paper
House Bill 3" - An act relating to state regulation of fireworks and
providing for an effective date.

The Alaska Fire Chiefs Association supports the concept of this
Bill in its effort to reduce the Alaska fire loss and injury rate.

It is without question that fireworks when mishandled do cause
fires and injuries. But there 1is concern among the State Fire Chiefs as
to whether this Bill will resolve the problem or become another
unenforcible statute on the books. Of major concern also "is denial of
unsafe things better then education of the user?" Qur concern is not
with the responsible user but with the uneducated and the unresponsible.

When we look in depth at available statistics, we find the problen
is with noise late at night and early ir* the morning. Should there be a
curfew?

The injury to the young (under age 16) 1is due to lack of
supervision. Generally possession of fireworks by the young 1is unknown
by responsible adults. Should we prohibit sales to ages under 167?
Injuries to ages 16 and older are due to lack of education.

Fires are caused mostly by the uneducated and the young. Why? The
thoughts of the Fire Service are that anybody can buy, locally or with
little effort, anything they want. ITf what they got was illegal, it
will be used illegally by young people, without parent®s knowledge and
by older persons in defiance of the law.

It is well recognized that there is point and counterpoint to every
issue. The structure of this Bill is of vital concern to the Fire
Service. This Bill has great merit in its concept to protect people and
property but it challenges the people®s right they have had for

centuries, to celebrate with "gusto".



There is no question that bottle rockets, sky rockets, and
firecrackers should not be allowed in the State. Wen5rl-so=t?&Efeve-the
Bir3:-" .o ul4--ha=0af e H ry:wogdi”t'o < st trrAwhrrt:~cannot"be~~soldJl-"-w-it-h-les"S
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POSITION PAPER

" USE BILL 35 — An act relating to state regulation of fireworks,
and providing for an effective date.

The Department of Public Safety supports this bill and any other
measures that would help reduce Alaska®s fire losses that keep
our state Tirst on the lists of property losses and deaths by
fire m the entire United States. Howe/er, we believe this bill
falls short of what is really needed; that is a total ban on the
sale of ‘'salable™ or so-called 'safe and sane"™ Tfireworks.
Short of that, we will offer an amendment that will tighten up on
the sale of fireworks.

The Alaska-National Fire |Incident Reporting System (ANFIRS)
indicates that, over the last 5 years, 141 fireworks caused fires
occurred, with property losses approaching $700,000. No
casualties were reported. Unfortunately, we do not have a
burn/injury registry program, so we cannot give you data on the
numbers of people who are iInjured by fireworks and seek treatment
at hospital, clinics and doctor®s offices. The Consumer Products
Safety Commission reported 3,277 Tfireworks caused injuries
nationwide i1n 1933. 74,000 were injured over the 1974-1983 10
year period.

California and Oregon vreport that 1.5 percent of their fire
losses are fireworks related. When you consider Alaska®s losses,
please remember our small statistical base. There were 130
retail sales permits and 7 wholesale permits issued In 1983 in
Alaska. We do not know the quantities sold.

So, what 1is the answer? It is apparent that local control to
enforce bans on the use of fireworks has failed. The fallowing
items highlite some of the mare graphic indidents that have
occurred over the last several years (see also copies of news
clippings, attached):

* Wildlands fire caused by fireworks costs $5,000 to
extinguish near Hope.

* 339 acre fire near Soldotria costs $90,000 to extinguish.

*  $400,000 + structure in Metlakatla destroyed by fireworks
caused fire.

* 26 "minor" fires reported in Anchorage during a 24 hour
peri od— cause?— Tireworks.

Anchorage couple awakened when bottle rockets shot
through window, 1igniting bed and living room carpet.

Public education will I suggested to teach the safe use of
fireworks. The Journal of the American Medical Association (June
15, 1984) reports that "public education doesn®"t seem to help
curtail the burns, cuts, and other injuries resulting from



eFireworks accidents.” When Washington changed its laws iIn 1982,

legalising Tire crackers and some aerial devices, ‘'they had a
fr.ir amount oF public awareness,'” with a large fireworks safety
education campaign.. But, during the July 4 holiday after that

change there were 82 iInjuries requiring emergency care— up from
39 a year earlier.

The National Safety Council says Lhat a total ban on all
fireworks— except those used by a professional pyrotechnician
under controlled circumstances— is the best way to minimise
firewor ks-related iInjuries,,

We cannot document any fireworks-related injuries iIn Alaska, but
we have the details on property losses. Is more fire protection
the answer? It seems i1ronic for the state to hend out millions
of capital dollars for fire stations and equipment each vyear,
and, at the same time to permit the sale of Tfireworks. That"s
like taking birth control pills after you"re pregnant.

If legislation cannot be written to effect a total ban on the
sale of '"salable" fireworks, then we suggest this bill be amended
to provides

1 An Increase iIn the amounts of public and property
liability insurance.

2. A prohibition on the retail sale of '"salable"™ fireworks
by mail or telephone.

3, A limitation on the period of sales.

4. Sales to children under 16 years of age be prohibited.

Because the state licenses fTireworks sales, we. can be liable.
Wrongful deaths create lawsuits of $500,000; injuries such as the
loss of eyesight are being settled -for $1,000,000 or more. The
current limits of at least $200,000 and $50,000 are grossly
inadequate.

The ability to purchase 'salable"™ fireworks over the phone or by
"mail order” totally destroys a local community®s ability to ban
sales and use.

A time limitation on the period of salt’s, such as from June 15 to
July 6of a calendar year will decrease the availability of
fireworks, limiting their sales to the traditional holiday
period.

Over 50 percent of the incidents In Alaska are attributable to
"children with™ as the ignition factor. Limiting sales to those
persons over 15 years of age may reduce the number of iIndidents.

-t

Most of the facts are here. The public (silent majurit/) seems
to regard the use of fireworks as, not only adanger, but a
nuisance. Tho Department of Public Safety is charged .nth the
responsibility of developing ways and means of preventing fires.

Give us the tools to do our job, 1if not a total ban, tnen a
strengthening of the law.



STATE OF ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS

DEPARTMENT DIVISION BILL NUMBER SPONSOR
Public Safety Fire Prevention HB 35 Representative Pourchot
DEPARTMENT POSITION
Support with amendments.

PREPARED BY OATC COMMISSIONER'S SIGNATURE DATE
Gordon E. Brunton 3 A g 1/23/85
SUMMARY
OTHER AGENCIES AFFECTED BY BILL CONSTITUENT GROUP(S) AFFECTED BY BILL
AST/FWP Enforcement Assistance
Local Fire and Police Departments General Public
DNR - Division of Forestry
ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BILL
Unknown Unknown
FISCAL IMPACT: O NONE E2 FiscAL NOTE ATTACHED

BACKGROUND/LEGISLATIVE INTENT
Contact was first made by Mr. Ed Hein, Legislative Affair"s attorney who was drafting the
bill at the request of Representative Pat Pourchot. Mr. Hein indicated the illegal us.e of
fireworks in Anchorage was creating nuisances. X

ANALYSIS OF BILL/PROGRAM EFFECTS

Generally restricts the types of "salable"™ fireworks. Eliminates aerial devices and all
firecrackers.

Makes minor editorial changes, i.e., eliminates gender references; uses "U.S. Department
of Transportation” vs "I1.C.C.". 1 , t

AMENDMENTS PROPOSED

l. Amend to effect a total ban on the sale of "salable fireworks."

OR
1. Amend to:
A. Increase the amounts of liability 1insurance.
B. Prohibit retail sale by telephone or mail order.
C. Limit sales to the period of June 15 - July 6.
D Prohibit sales to persons under 16 years of age.

PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOR ADDITIONAL COMMENTS OR ANALYSIS.

01-<r3 (Rov. 12/8))



Fireworks
(rewriting
state law)

Appropriation
(special)
(Willow Creek
road access)

INTRODUCTION 07 BILLS. (cont®d)

HB 34. (cont"d)

The bill also changes population requirements for issuance of a new
beverage dispensary or package store license or for relocation of
that license. Currently a license may not be issued or transferred
to a new location outside an incorporated city, a unified
municipality, or an established village in a radius of five miles
of the licensed premises or location of premises sought to be
licensed if after issuance or transfer there would be more than one
license for each 1,500 population. Rep. Miller"s bill would
prohibit issuance or relocation of the license outside those
boundaries if there would be more than one license for each 3,000
population. The same increase in population limits would apply to
licenses inside an established village, 1incorporated cities or
unified municipalities if after the issuance or relocation, there
would be more than one license for each 3,000 population inside the
boundaries of the village, city or municipality (currently 1,500).

Introduced January 14 and referred to State Affairs, Judiciary,
then Finance.

HOUSE BIAL NO. 35, by Rep. Pourchot. Rewrites state law
regulating the sale of fireworks. Would no longer allow sale

of roman candles, skyrockets, helicopter type rockets, mines

and shells, firecrackers with soft casings, and novelties
consisting of two or more of the listed devices. The section of
law defining the various types of fireworks 1is rewritten to more
specifically describe those devices, and a new section is added to
the law stating that the law does not apply to the sale and use in
emergency situations of pyrotechnic devices and distress signals,
the retail use of explosives, and certain types of novelty items
that do not contain chemicals used in making fireworks. The law
also does not apply to ammunition and blank cartridges.

Violation section is changed stating that a person who knowingly
fails to comply with the law or fireworks regulations 1is guilty of
a misdemeanor (currently a person who knowingly or wilfully fails
to comply 1is guilty of a misdemeanor). Takes effect immediately.

Introduced January 14 and referred to State Affairs, then to
Judiciary.

HOUSE 31ILL NO. 36. by Reps. Larson and Hurley. Makes a

special appropriation in the amount of $2,600,000 for payment

as a grant to the Matanuska-Susitna Borough to provide road

access to Willow Creek, and to provide “arking, camping, and

boat launch facilities. Requires appropriation to be disbursed in
accordance with law governing grants to municipalities. Takes
effect immediately.

Introduced January 14 and referred to Jommunity & Regional Affairs,
theD Finance.



POSITION  F*PER/Department d Health &Social Services

POSITION PAPER

CS HB35

For "An Act relating to state regulation of fireworks; and providing
for an effective date."

The Department of Health and Social Se~vices supports the intent of
this bill for two reasons:

1) Fireworks contribute to fire losses, as documented by the
State Fire Marshall;

2) Fireworks cause injuries, often to children, although no one
as yet has documented fireworks injuries in Alaska.

BACKGROUND

According to the Centers for Disease Control of the United States
Public Health Ser™J"we, the State of Washington experienced a
significant increase in burns, eye injuries, lacerations, and other
injuries 1in 1982, after fireworks were made legally available outside
Indian reservations. Based on reports from 14 hospitals 1in nine
counties on July 4, the total number of fireworks injuries increased
Prom 39 in 1981 to 88 in 1982. Burns, which increased from 17 to 46,
accounted fo””’most of the difference, with eye injuries increasing from
10 to 15, and lacerations from 3 to 8.

The Consumer Prrduct Safety Commission estimate* that 11,400 fireworks
related injuries were treated at hospitals in 1981, with 8.8%
subsequently being hospitalized. Approximately 45% of these injuries
involved children under 14 years of age. Approximately 60% of the
injuries were burns, and 25% were contusions, abrasions, and
lacerations. Eye injuries account for some of the most disabling
fireworks-related injuries.

The trend in fireworks-related injuries has been generally upward since
1975, when approximately 4,700 fireworks injuries were treated at
hospitals.

Since 1966, the sale to consumers of large, Class B firecrackers, such
as "cherry-bombs™ and "M-SO"s,"™ has been banned by Federal law because
of the large amount of explosives they contain. In 1976, the Consumer
Product Safety Commission lowered the permissible explosive charge in
firecrackers to no more than 50 mg (0.772 grains) of powder and
mandated performance, construction, and labeling specifications for all
fireworks intended for public sale (collectively designated as Class C
fireworks).

According to the National Fire Protection Association, the rate of
injuries in States allowing many types of fireworks 1is more than seven
times greater than that of states that ban all fireworks or allow only
sparklers or snakes. The rate of fireworks related fires is 52 times
greater.



POSITIQIST RAPER/t)epartment o Health &Social Services

Position Paper CS HB35
Page Two

The National Safety Council also reported 10 fireworks related deaths
in 1980, verses 7 in 1979.

POSITION

The Department of Health and Social Services believes that restricting
the sale of fireworks will result in reduced injuries, especially among
children.

Recommended by
Robert 1. Fraser, M.D.
Director
Division of Public Health

Date:
Approved by: -y
Johrt/R. Pugh, Coranissioner
Department of Health and
Social Services
Date: 3) >N tS



STATE OF ALASKA 1S85 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: FEB 1 198E

REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL
Bill/Resolution No.: hb 35 Agency Affected: Department of Law
Title:"An Act relating to state Program Category Affected:

regulation of fireworks™" Administration of Justice
Sponsor: Repr. Pourchot BRU, Program or Subprogram(s) Affected:
Requestor: House State Affairs Prosecution
Date of Request: 1/28/85

EXPENDITURES/REVEI
FY 8% FY 86 FY 87 Fy 88 FY 89 FY 90

OPERATING -1
100 Fcr.SdL'AL SERVICES

200 TRAVEL

300 CONTRACTUAL

400 SUPPLIES

300 EQUIPMENT

500 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS
300 MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- RO R 0. -0-
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CAPITAL 9

REVENUE

jtNtrtnL rUIN'D -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 - -0 -
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER

TOTAL

-UuL-tiMt -0- O —°n -0- 0. -0-
=ART-TIME |
TEMPORARY 1

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary
This bill amends AS 18.72.010(a) by changing the definition of "salable
fireworks”™ and making some minor changes to the existing statute that regulates

the sale of fireworks. There are currently 7 wholesale dealers and about
130 retail dealers licensed to sell fireworks in the state. During the past
several years there have been about 12 fireworks sales violations by licensed
dealers. By further restricting the types of fireworks that may be sold,
most of those that”go “arjf longer be salable, this bill could result
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in some additional misdemeanor prosecutions for violation of fireworks sales
regulations. Based upon past experience, however, it does not appear that
the increase in prosecution will be significant enough to warrant fiscal note
costs. This is the type of bill that, when taken by itself, will not result
in a fiscal impact. However, when taken in conjunction with other similar
measures, Mils of this nature divert prosecution resources from other more
serious offenses because of their cummulative effect.
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Department of Public Safety
Position Paper

HOUSE BILL 35 - An act relating to state regulation of fireworks, and providing
for an effective date.

The Department of Public Safety supports this bill and any other measures that
would help reduce Alaska®s fire losses that keep our state first on the lists
of property losses and deaths by fire in the entire United States.

The Alaska-National Fire Incident Reporting System (ANFIRS) indicates that,
over the last 5 years, 141 fireworks caused fires occurred, with property
losses approaching $700,000. No casualties were reported. Unfortunately, we
do not have a burn/injury registry program, so we cannot give you data on the
numbers of people who are injured by fireworks and seek treatment at hospitals,
clinics and doctor"s offices. The Consumer Products Safety Commission reported
8,277 fireworks caused injuries nationwide 1in 1983. 74,000 were injured over
the 1974-1983 10 year period.

California and Oregon report that 1.5 percent of their fire losses are fire—

works related. When you consider Alaska®"s 1losses, please remember our small
statistical base. There were 130 retail fireworks sales permits and 7
wholesale fireworks permits 1issued in 1983 in Alaska. We do not know the

quantities of fireworks sold.

* Wildlands fire caused by fireworks costs $5,000 to extinguish near
Hope.

* 3B e fire near Soldotna costs $90,000 to extinguish.

* $400,uU0 + structure in Metlakatla destroyed by fireworks caused
fire.

* 26 "minor" fires reported in Anchorage during a 24 hour period
- cause? - fireworks.

* Anchorage couple av/akened when bottle rockets shot through window,

igniting bed and living room carpet.

Public education will be suggested to teach the safe use of fireworks. The
Journal of the American Medical Association (June 15, 1984) reports that
"public education doesn"t seem to help curtail the burns, <cuts and other
injuries resulting from fireworks accidents." When Washington <changed its
laws in 1982, legalizing firecrackers and some aerial devices, "they had a
fair amount of public awareness,” with a Jlarge fireworks safety education
campaign. But, during the July 4 holiday after that change there were 82

injuries requiring emergency care--up from 39 a year earlier.



The National Safety Council says that a total ban on all fireworks- except
those used by a professional pyrot.echnician under controlled circumstances- 1is
the best way to minimize fireworks-related injuries.

We reconanend the following amendments:

1. An increase in the amounts of public and property liability
insurance. ..
2. /A prohibition on- the retail sale of "salable" fireworks by mail or
"telephone.. -

3. A limitation on the period of sales.
4. Sales to children under 16 years-of age be prohibited.
Because the state licenses fireworks -sales, we maybe liable. Suit settlements

for wrongful deaths are resulting in settlements averaging $500,000.:
Settlements for wrongful injuries, such as the Jloss of eyesight, are being
settled for $1,000,000 or more.

The ability to purchase "salable" fireworks over the phone or by "mail order"”
totally destroys a local community®s ability to ban sales and use.

A time limitation on the period of sales, such as from June 15 to July 6 of a
calendar year will decrease the availability of fireworks, limiting their
sales to the traditional holiday period.

Over 50 percent of the fireworks incidents in Alaska are attributable to
"mchildren playing with" as the ignition., .factor. Limiting sales .to those
persons over 15 years of age may reduce the number of incidents.

Most of the facts are here. The public seems to regard the use of fireworks
as, not only a danger, but a nuisance. The Department of Public Safety is
charged with the-responsibility of developing ways..and means, of ._.preventing.,
fires. We urge passage of this bill with these amendments.



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
POSITION PAPER

CSHB 35 (SA) - "An act relating to State regulation of fireworks."
The Department of Public Safety supports passage of this bill.

The bill will prohibit the sale of many of those pyrotechnics devices
that, in addition to creating nuisances, cause Tfires and injuries. The
Department®s position paper on the original bill summarizes these
losses.

While there may be an increase in illegal sales, we predict that there
will be a reduction in the number of fires and injuries caused by
previously so-called "salable" fireworks.



DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF FORESTRY

February 7, 1985

House State Affairs Committee
Pouch V

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Committee Members:

Please consider the enclosed position paper as testimony
HB-35, relating to the State regulation of fireworks.

Sincerely,

Enclosure

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

Pouch 7-005
Anchorage, Alaska 99510
PHC <IE: (907) 276 2653

9-2150

in support of
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DEPARTMENT OF NAi- L RESOURCES
DIVISION OF FORESTRY
Position Paper

House Bill 35 - An act relating to State regulation of fireworks and
providing for an effective date.

The Division of Forestry supports the intent of this bill in that it would
help reduce the number of wildland fires caused by fireworks and,
subsequently, reduce the threat to human life, property, and the cost
associated with suppression action for those fires.

The Division of Forestry has consolidated statistics of fires which were
confirmed starts by fireworks. These statistics are derived from the
Division of Forestry, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, and the U.S.
Forest Service, thus representing the primary wildland fire suppression
agencies of Alaska.

During 1982, 1983, and 1984, 73 fires were started by fireworks in the
above listed agencies®" protection areas. They burned over 389 acres and
accumulated suppression costs over $73,500.00. These fires typically occur
in and near urban areas, posing a high risk threat to life and property.

Annually, over 400 wildland fires are started by human carelessness in
Alaska with suppression costs averaging over $3 million. House Bill 35
supports the fire prevention objectives for reducing hliman-caused fires and
suppression costs.



VALDEZ FIRE DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF
January 29, 1985

The Hoafrable Pat Pourchot
House Representatives
Pouch Vv (Mail Stop 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Pourchot:

I am writing in support of HB 35. The City of Valdez has
banned the use and possession of fireworks within its cor—
porate boundaries for many years by adopting and enforcing
the Uniform Fire Code.

Enforcement in the past three years has become very difficult
as several Tfireworks stands set up just outside the city
limits and sell to whomever passes by.

In August of 1983 the Valdez city council considered the
repeal of the section pertaining to fireworks at the request
of citizens wishing to use them. The council determined at
that time that many more people were against fireworks, and,
due to the serious injuries caused by them let the ordinance
stand.

I highly support any legislation that will ban or severely
restrict the use of fireworks in the State of Alaska. The
damage done to the peace of mind of our citizens, their animals,
injuries suffered and the fires that are started by fireworks
are not justified by the so-called enjoyment of a few.

Thomas W. McAlister
Fire Chief

P.O.BOX307 . . . VALDEZ ALASKA99686 . . .  IELEPHONE@o071835-4313



N ational
Safety

Council

National Safety Council Policy
on

USC OF FI REWORKS

POLICY

The National Safety Council oppor.es the use of fireworks by adult;;

and children, except by professional pyrotcchnicians under controlled
conditions.

BASIS

The misuse of fireworks by adults and children continues to cause

several thousand needless injuries and deaths each year, .u.ch accidents
occur in spite of legislation banning the sale of certain types of fire—
works in many staves, as well as recently enacted federal regulations.

Enforcement of these regular ons is exceedingly difficult, or lax, and
us* of fireworks continues to be a common practice.

The National Safety Council supports in principle the public displays

of fireworks under controlled conditions, but advocates more stringent
regulations prohibiting the sale and indiscriw.inate use by adults and
children. It is very evident that present regulations have not "achieved

the predicted reduction in fires and in deaths and injuries to children
and adults from fireworks.

The Notional Safety Council strongly urges appropriate federal and
state agencies to rigidiy enforce existing regulations prohibiting
sales of fireworks nr their ingredients.

And it encourages local and state authorities to more diligently enforce

existing legislation banning the sale and use of fireworks by the general
public.

The National Nab®"ty Council calls, upon all organisations and agencies
concerned with the safety of the American public to intensify their

educational efforts to inform adults and children regarding che hazards
inherent 1in the use of fireworks.
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KEY TO FIREWORKS SPECIAL REPORT (1/16/85)

FDID = Fire Department Identification Number
INCIDENT ID = Incident Number

FIXED PROPERTY USE

I.ts3
213
215
411
422
424
549
573
591
642
648
661
664
809
856
884
899
910
911
315
931
933
936
939
946
il
961
964
965

Tavern

Elementary School

High School

Single Family Dwelling

3-6 Unit Apartment

Over 20 Unit Apartment

Specialty Shop

Motor Vehicle Repair, Paint Shop
General Business Office

Electric Transmission, Distribution
Sanitary Service

Forest

Tree (growing)

Storage Property, Unclassified
Log, Timber, Stored

Heavy Machinery Storage

General 1ltem Storage
Construction Property

Building under Construction
Vacant Property

Open Land, Field

Mailbox

Vacant Log

Outdoor Property, Not Classified
Inland Water Area

Railroad Right of Way

Limited Access Highway

Unpaved Street, Road

Uncovered Parking Area

FORM OF HEAT OF IGNITION

63
60

69

Fireworks

Heat from Explosive, Fireworks; Insufficient

Classify Further

Systenm

Information

Heat from Explosive, Fireworks, Not Classified Above

to
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ALL
INCIDENT
FDID ID
11100 280127
FDID TOTAL
... 12100__ 600036.
FDID TOTAL
13000 000198
.FDID.TOTAL
13100 090003
FDID TOTAL
13400 000036
13400 000037
13400« 000038
.13400 -.000043
13400 100078
13400 loooao
13400 100090
13500 300002
FDID TOTAL
14000 000068
14000 100060
14000 280112
. 14000 . -400097..
FDID TOTAL
15000 280030
.. 15000 _ 300022..
FDID TOTAL
16000 000003
FDID TOTAL
20000 090072
20000 300001
FDID TOTAL
23100 000633
23100 001501
23100 .1016.17
23100 10191/
23100 102174
23100 102699
23100 103125
23100 200193

ANFIRS ONLINE MASTERFILE

INCIDENTS WITH Fill = 60, 63, OR 69 (FIREWORKS)

INCIDENT
DATE

7/29/82

SPECIAL REPORT

.7/05/84 931

6/11/80

7/07/80

6/18/80
6/19/30
6/21/80
6/29/80-
6/09/81
6/13/81
7/17/81

7/04/83

7/04/80
5/03/81
7/05/82
...7/05/84

7/03/82
7/04/83

6/14/30

7/01/80
6/26/83

2/02/80
5/14/80
5/30/81
6/21/81
7/10/81
8/25/81
10/02/81
1/16/82

FIXED EST.
PROP. DOLLAR
USE LOSS
661 600
600
664
661
931
856
411 3,000
931...
411 100
411 100
501 515,000
-518,200.
411
965
661
411 3,500
- 163 -...300.
3,800
964
411
591 2,000
915
549 2,300
962 20,000
964
951
911
213 10,000
931
809 2,000
684 15,000

FORM
CASUALTY OF
NUMBER  IGN.

63

.63.

63

63

63
63
63
63
63
63
63

63

63
63
63
63

63
63

69

63
63

60
63

.69 .

65
60
63
60.
60

TALLY
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1/16/85 - ANFIRS OMLIMc* MASTERFILE
SPECIAL REPORT
ALL INCIDENTS WITH FHI = 60, 63, OR 69 CFIREWORKS)

FIXED EST. FORM
INCIDENT INCIDENT PROP. DOLLAR CASUALTY OF
FDID 1D DATE USE LOSS NUMBER  IGN. TALLY
23100 202131 6/21/82 966 100 63
23100 202317 7/03/82 910 100 60
23100 300001 1/01/83 965 63
- 23100__ 301701 5/13/83___ 936 63
23100 302628 7/06/83° 936 63
23100 302796 7/15/83 936 63
23100 303063 7/31/83 965 63
23100 .601618 6/20/86__ .616 63
23100 601959 5/18/86 917 60,000 63
23100 602706 6/30/06 931 63
23100 602770 7/06/86 965 2,700 63
- 23100 602787 7/06/86___ 965 63
23100 602793 7/06/86~ 936 63
23100 602321 7/05/86 931 63
FDID TOTAL 109,900
G7kOu.il'*-" 0 23160 100021 7/05/81 931 63
23160 600030 7/05/86 931 63
23160 600031 7/05/86 931 63
----------------------- 23160 600035 7/07/86___ 931 63
FDID TOTAL
23500 280061 7/06/82 936 60
FDID_TOT, 1L
Vfti tc Z- 26100 300166 12/09/83 611 63
FDID TOTAL
' 26300 600012 5/27/86 661" 63
FDID TOTAL
LtIKFA 25150 600063 3/28/86 — 936 63
25150 600062 6/28/86 931 63
FDID TOTAL
25220 __ 600003 7/01/". 931 63
25220 600010 7/01/86~ 931 63
FDID TOTAL
K&IH 26100 181055 6/25/81 931 63
T 26100 181061  7/02/81 936 63
26100 181062 7/06/81 936 63
26100 181063 7/06/81 936 63
26100 300062 6/22/33__931 63
26100 300065 6/25/83° 936 63
26100 300069 7/06/83 931 63
26100 300053 7/10/83 936 63
26100 600051 7/06/86_ 936 63

FDID TOTAL



/16/85 anfirs online hastfrfile PAGE
SPECIAL REPORT
ALL INCIDENTS WITH FHI = 60, 63, OR 69 (FIREHQ

FIXED EST. EORM
INCIDENT INCIDENT PROP. DOLLAR CASUALTY
FDID ID DATE USE LOSS HUMBER TALLY
-/jr«fxvr/ 26200 100032 7/06/81 931 63
26200 100033 7/6,6/81 931 63
26200 100036 7/06/81 931 63
26200. 100036 ... .7/08/81 931 63.
26200 100038 7/08/81 931 63
2620C 300050 6/06/33 931 63
26200 600063 7/06/86 622 ) 63
26200 .600066.. 7/06/86 931 i ,non 63.
26200 600C69 8/12/86 915 63
FDID TOTAL 1,000
26300. .300027. .6/02/83. .931. 63
26300 600032 5/18/86 931 63
26300 600035 6/02/36 931 63
26300 600036 6/03/86 931 63
.26300. .600061. .6/ 12/ 86. .931 63.
26300 600055 7/16/86 931 63
26300 600066 8/16/86 931 63
FDID TOTAL
26JJF 600005 6/16/86 666 63
26310 600007 6/21/86 666 63
26310 60000a 6/30/86 666 63
FDID.TOTAL
26320 280011 7/05/82 899 10,000 63
26320 300020 6/20/83 661 63
26320... 300022 . .6/25/83 .661 63
26320 600012 5/27/86 661 60
26320 600013 6/03/86 661 69
FDID TOTAL 10,000
26600 600017 6/02/86 611 63
26600 600021 7/03/86 931 63
26600 600022 7/03/86 939 63
.FDID.TOTAL..
26601 181010 6/20/81 936 63
2660.1 600016 6/21/86 661 63
FDID TOTAL
c /VK'S 26610 600003 6/13/36 931 63
FDID TOTAL
26500 079050 6/08/80 931 63
26500 180061 6/22/81 931 63
26500 180066 6/23/81 931 63
.26500 . 300087 . 9/11/83. 931 63
26500 600071 5/27/86 931 63
A Hey
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1/16/85 ANFIRS ONLINE MASTERFILE
SPECIAL REPORT
ALL INCIDENTS HITII Fill = 60, 63, OR 69 CFIREUORKS)

FIXED EST. FORM
INCIBENT INCIDENT PROP. DOLLAR CASUALTY OF
FDID DATE USE LOSS NUMBER  IGN. TALLY
26500 600088 6/26/86 931 63
26500 600096 7/06/86 931 63
FDID TOTAL
sl 0o I'// 26600 600006 7/06/86 969 63
FDID TOTAL
28100 ... 000082 67/227an 931 63
28100 000087 6/28/80 931 63
28100 100080 6/23/81 931 63
28100 100081 6/25/81 573 63
28100. 100083. .7/01/81 931 63
28100  100U33 7/06/31 965 63
28100 100090 7/06/81 931 63
28100 * 200002 1/05/82 626 63
FDID.TOTAL
29100 100002 7/06/81 931 63
29100 100003 7/06/81 931 63
. 29100 .100005 . 7/ns/ai 931 63
29100 100006 7/06/81 931 63
FDID TOTAL
Fihtlil/IVKS .31100 ...000183 6/03/80  .611. . . i KP5nn 63
31100 000667 11/06/80 622 63
31100 200632 6/22/82 668 69
31100 200661 9/26/82 215 300 69
31100 ...600587 .7/11/86 933 e 300 . 63
FDID TOTAL 18,830
Lce/s/ 31300 600281 7/05/86 965 63
FDID TOTAL
J-r. I./JUFivru O /tr 100606 6/17/81 931 69
31600 100598 6/10/81 931 69
................. FDID. TOTAL
31500 100067 6/11/81 626 63
31500 280051 5/21/82 215 100 63
31500 ...280053 5/26/82 215 600 63
FDID TOTAL 700
/Lc/2IH  57/1/2- 31600 300096 6/26/83 931 1,500 63
31600 600068 5/16/86. 931 63
31600 600123 7/18/36 936 63
FDID TOTAL 1,500
C/1t AJN 32500 280038 6/30/82 939 . .650 6.3
FDID TOTAL 650
/->

VAR

PAGE
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161

FDID

fJi A,W/IVF 36210
36210
36210
36210
36210
36210
36210
.36210
36210
36210

FDID TOTAL

rnrvn 7~ ey- 363PS

(/iti=r) FDIE TOTAL

38100
38100
FDID TOTAL

ALL

INCIDENT

ID

080052
100011
100012
10001.3
100016
100015
280016
280017
300027
600010

300031

000003.

nnnnn

..FINAL. TOTALS.

RECORDS TOTALED

ANFIRS ONLINE MASTERFILE
INCIDENTS HITII

INCIDENT

DATE

7/02/80
6/17/81
6/21/81
6/23/81
7/06/81
7/06/81
6/06/82
6/26/32
6/26/83
5/25/86

6//5/S3

.6/06/20.

6/16/S0

SPECIAL REPORT

FIXED
PROP.
USE

951
931
931
931
931
931
931
-931
961
931

662

.936.
936

FHI

EST.
DOLLAR
LOSS

.669,680.

CASUALTY
NUMBER

60, 63, OR 69 (FIREWORKS)

EORM

63
63
63
63.
63
63
63
63.
63
63

63

.63.
63

TALLY

10

.161



' 18.70.150

0-4-6. ACLA

ct insurance

nicipal fire
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§ 18.70.160 Health and Safety § 18.70.300

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Thissection representsan erroneous
belief that cities arc not liable in tort
for negligence connected with fire-fighting
activities. City of Fairbanks v. Schaible,
Sup. Ct. Op. No. 97 (File Nos. 112, 113).
375 P.2d 201 (1962).

As a city which maintains a fire
department may be held liable for
injuries resulting from negligence con-

Collateral references. — Fire depart-
ments as pertaining to the governmental
or to the proprietary branch of munic-

nected with the department's firefighting
activities. City of Fairbanks v. Schaible,
Sup. Ct. Op. No. 97 (File Nos. 112, 113).
375 P.2d 201 (1962). See contra: City of
Fairbanks v. Gilbertson, 16 Alaska 590
(1957), afi’d. 262 F.2d 734 (9th Cir. 1959).
where § 56-2-2 ACLA 1949 (now AS
09.65.070) was ignored by both the district
court and the Court of Appeals.

ipality. 9 ALR 143; 33 ALR 688;84 ALR
514.

Sec. 18.70.160. Agreement not to affect insurance rates or lia-
bility. An agreement made under AS 18.70.150 and 18.70.160 shall be
carried out in a manner which does not raise insurance rates. An
agreement may not reduce the liability of an insurance company in
case of loss during the absence of men and equipment. (§ 1 ch 92 SLA

1957)

Article 4. General Provisions.

Section
300. Definition of building

Sec. 18.70.300. Definition of building. In this chapter "building”

means a structure, installation, facility, or edifice erected or in the
process of being erected and which is used or intended for use as a
commercial, industrial, business, institutional, other public building,
or resident.J building containing four or more dwelling units. (8 4 ch
176 SLA 1968; am § 27 ch 32 SLA 1971)

Revisor’s notes. — In ch. 176, SLA
1968, this section was numbered
18.70.165.

Chapter 72. State Regulation of Fireworks.

Section Section

10. Regulationof saleof dangerous 10.  Fireworks wholesaler's license
fireworks 40. Violation

20. Regulationof sale of salable 50. Definitions
fireworks 60. Application of chapter

269



§ 18.72.010 Alaska Statutes § 18.72.020

Collateral references. — 31 Am. Jur.  property, given as condition of permission
2d, Explosions and Explosives, 88 1-3, by public for fireworks display or other
48-52. exhibition or entertainment, as covering

35 C.J.S., Explosives, §§ 1-3, 12, 13. non-negligent injurv or damage. 138 ALR

Bond conditioned for payment of dam-  936.
ages for injury to person or damage to

Sec. 18.72.010. Regulation of sale of dangerous fireworks,
(@) The sale or offer to sell dangerous fireworks at wholesale or retail
foi any purpose other than industrial, agricultural, wildlife control or
public display is prohibited.

(b) A person desirir.” to use dangerous fireworks for industrial, agri-
cultural, wildlife control or public display purposes shall first comply
with the permit requirements of the fire safety code.

(c) All dangerous fireworks shall be purchased from a fireworks
wholesaler licensed as such in this state. No fireworks wholesaler may
sell dangerous fireworks to anyone, unless he has a currently valid
permit required by the fire safety code, the number of which shall be
affixed to each record of sale by the fireworks wholesaler, and
maintained as a permanent record of the sale. (§ 1 ch 116 SLA 1969)

Sec. 18.72.020. i>gulation of sale of salable fireworks, (a) A
person holding a pern.'l required by the fire safety code may sell or
offer for sale salable fir .works, if

(1) the person has si.omitted to the state fire marshal a policy, or a
certified true copy of 2 policy, of public liability and products liability
insurance, including both accident and occurrence coverage, provided
by the wholesale company selling fireworks to the person, in the
amount of at least $200,000 for bodily injury or death and at least
$50,000 property damage and the person is named as an insured party
upon the policy and the policy is continuously in force while the person
is engaged in the retail sale of fireworks, and

(2) an endorsement fee of $5 is paid to the state fire marshal for each
year or fraction of year during which the permit holder is engaged in
the retail sale of fireworks.

(b) Upon approval ofthe insurance required in (a) of this section, the
permit of the holder shall be endorsed by the state fire marshal to
indicate the holder’s right to sell fireworks at retail, and shall indicate
an expiration of the authority. The expiration date shall coincide with
the expiration date of the permit holder’s liability insurance. (§ 1 ch
116 SLA 1969; am § 1 ch 24 SLA 1981)

Effect of amendments. — The 1981 tuted "S200.000" for "S300.000" preceding
amendment deleted "to the" preceding "for hodily injury," substituted "550.000"
"fireworks," substituted "to the person” for for "5100.000" preceding "property dam-
"retailer" following "fireworks." substi- age, deleted "upon which policy the state
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and ail governmental subdivisions of the  substituted "the policy is" for "which shall
state" preceding "and the," substituted be" preceding "continuously in force." and
"person is" for "permit holder shall be" substituted "person” for "permit holder"
preceding "named as,” '’ astituted "an  preceding "is engaged" in subsection (a)
insured party upon the policy" for "addi-  (1).

tional insureds," following "named as,"

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Injunction to halt enforcement of Op. No. 572 (File No. 11671. -157 P.2d 926
section. — See State v. Norene, Sup. Ct.  (1969).

Sec. 18.72.030. Fireworks wholesaler’s license, (a) A person who
desires to sell fireworks at wholesale in the state shall first make
verified application for a license to the state fire marshal on forms
provided by him. The application shall be accompanied by an annual
license fee of $50.

(b) The license required under (a) of this section is valid until
December 31 of the year during which it is issued, and is renewable
upon the payment of each subsequent annual license fee and
affirmation that the information contained in the wholesaler’s original
application for a fireworks wholesaler’ license is currently accurate.
(8 1ch 116 SLA 1969; am § 2 ch 24 SLA 1981)

Effect of amendments. — The 1981  following "annual license fee of' in subsec-
amendment substituted "S50" for "S500"  tion tai.

Sec. 18.72.040. Violation A person who knowingly and wilfully
fails to comply with a provision ofthis chapter or fireworks regulations
adopted in the fire safety code is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon
conviction is pun shable by a fine of not more than $500, or by impris-
onment for not more than six months, or by both. Each day of
noncompliance constitutes a separate offense. (§ 1 ch 116 SLA 1969)

Sec. 18.72.050. Definitions. In this chapter and fireworks regu-
lations adopted in the state fire safety code

(1) "dangerous fireworks” includes all reworks which are not
defined as salable fireworks;

(2) "fire safety code” means the fire safety code of the state adopted
and administered by the division of fire prevention ofthe Department
of Public Safety;

(3) "fireworks” means salable fireworks or dangerous fireworks;

(4) ", liable fireworks” are ICC Class C Common Fireworks and
shall include only ihose fireworks enumerated as ICC Class C Common
Fireworks in the regulations of the Interstate Commerce Commission,
as the regulations are presently constructed, and. more specifically,
shall include and be limited to the following:
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§ 18.72.060 Alaska Statutes § 18.72.060

(A) roman candles, not exceeding 10 balls spaced uniformly in the
tube, total pyrotechnic composition not to exceed 20 grams each in
weight, any inside tube diameter not to exceed 3B inch;

(B) skyrockets with sticks, total pyrotechnic composition not to
exceed 20 grams each in weight, and the inside tube diameter
exceed X inch, with the rocket sticks being securely fastened to the
tubes;

(C) helicopter typerockets, total pyrotechnic composition not to
exceed 20 grams each in weight, and the inside tube diameter
exceed M inch;

(D) cylindrical fountains, total pyrotechnic composition not to
exceed 75 grams each in weight, and the inside tube diameter not to
exceed inch;

(E) cone fountains, total pyrotechnic composition not to exceed 50
grams each in weight;

(F) wheels, total pyrotechnic composition not to exceed 60 grams for
each driver unit or 240 grams for each complete wheel, and the inside
tube diameter of driver units not to exceed '/a unit;

(G) illuminating torches and colored fire in any form, total
pyrotechnic composition not to exceed 100 grams each in weight;

(H) dipped sticks, the pyrotechnic composition of which contains
chlorate or perchlorate which do not exceed five grams, and sparklers,
the composition of which does not exceed 100 grams each and which
contains no magnesium or magnesium and a chlorate or perchlorate;

(I) mines and shells of which the mortar is an integral part, total
pyrotechnic composition not to exceed 40 grams each in weight;

(J) firecrackers with soft casings, the external dimensions of which
do not exceed one and one-half inches in length or one-quarter inch in
diameter, total pyrotechnic composition not to exceed two grains each
in weight;

(K) novelties conshting of two or more devices enur,. .rated in this
paragraph when approved by the Bureau of Explosives. (§ 1 ch 116
SLA 1969)

Sec. 18.72.080. Application of chapter. This chapter and
fireworks regulations adopted under the fire safety code supersede the
provisions ofan ordinance adopted by a city or borough, whether before
or after May 23,1969, which are less restrictive than this chapter or the
code. However, nothing in this section affects the authority ofa city or
organized b rough under other law to prohibit or regulate more
restrictively than this chapter the offering for sale, exposure for sale,
sale, use, or explosion of fireworks. (§ 1ch 116 SLA 1969)

272

notto

notto



§ 18.72.060

mitormly in the
frams each in
i

Asition not to
iameter not to
istened to the

asition not to
ameter not to

miition not to
ameter not to

to exceed 50

160 grams for
end the inside

form, total
n weight;
iich contains
ad sparklers,
:h and which
eperchlorate;
al part, total
weight;
‘sons of which
arter inch in
egrains each

rated in this
(8 1 ch 116

aapter and
apersede the
ether before
lapteror the
y of a city or
,ulate more

are for sale,
a

§ 18.75.010 Health and Safety S 18.75.060

Chapter 75. Licensing and Control of Dogs.

Section

10—30. (Repealed)
40. Power ofvillage council to control dogs

50—60. (Repealed)

Sec. 18.75.010. Extension of dog control ordinances.

Repealed by 8 9 ch 109 SLA 1966; 8§ 1 ch 118 SLA 1972.

Editor’s notes. — The repealed section
derived from 5 1, ch. 120. SLA 1962.

Secs. 18.75.020 — 18.75.030. Dog tags; enforcement.
Repealed by § 1 ch 118 SLA 1972.

Editor’s notes. —The repealed sections
derived from §5 2, 3, ch. 120. SLA 1962;
§ 6,ch. 109. SLA 1966.

Sec. 18.75.040. Power of village council to control dogs, (al A
village council duly elected by residents of an unincorporated village
not within an organized borough may destroy loose dogs in the village
and may otherwise control dogs to the extent authorized first class
cities.

(b) The council may impose and enforce the provisions of a dog
control ordinance in the totat area within 20 miles of the village. The
ordinance must generally describe the area in which it is imposed. If
two villages having dog control ordinances lie within 40 miles of each
other, the jurisdiction of each village terminates at a point midway
between them. (8 4 ch 120 SLA 1962; am § 7 ch 109 SLA 1966)

Cross references. — As to killing of Collateral references. — 4 Am. Jur.

vicious or mad dogs, see AS 03.55.010. As  2d, Animals, $$ 20-25. 40-45.
to killing dogs annoying or evincing 3A C.J.S.. Animals. SS 11-13. 2S57-289.

tendency to bite animals or fowl, see AS Police power as authorizing statute
03.55.030. As to permitting animals to be  providing for destruction of dogs. 56
at large, see AS 11.60.200. ALR2d 1033.

Secs. 18.75.050 — 18.75.060. Enforcement; exemption.
Repealed by § 1 ch 118 SLA 1972.

Editor’s notes. —The repealed sections
derived from >§ 5. 6, ch. 120, SLA 1962.
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fis the season o
*to be careful «

." "Fireworks are one of those apple pic and
motherhood things," said Kenai Fire Chief
Walt Winston. People clir.g to the tradition
of setting them off to celebrate, especially in
the summer.

i While fireworks symbolize a good time for
most people, they represent added fire
danger to area firefighters. So far this sum-
mer, Kenai, Soldotna and Ridgeway have
each had one fireworks-caused fire, and a
Nikiski Fire Department spokesman said he
wouldn't be surprised if that office handles
some this summer. ‘

ln Small brush
which have been put out quickly and ;

a minimum of damace. But costs do "
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add up, and the potential for a major fire is
there, department spokesmen said.

Winston said that last year the Kenai Fire
Department put out 8-10 fireworks-caused
fires. Because fire fighters are on duty all
the time, there aren't any increased wage
costs when they fight, a fire. But Winston
said other expenses on the brush fires
average $200 — S3COper blaze.

.m-_The sale, use and possession of fireworks
are banned within the city limits of Kenai
and Soldotna. But they can be and arc sold
and used in unincorporated areas of the

borough. e ( ..

One sign of summer in this area are the
fireworksstandswhich sprout uo, especial-

alonS  Soldotna city limits, The stands

- remain up all summer,” providing a ready

msupply fortheﬂrcworkslele b

. %_

sula nﬁreworks

o A-"k But Winston was the

i

“N»1ir -1

LlLiL"v t'ijlvs.iuJ.U!em/u

The ..iain problem ¢seems to be the

careless use of fireworks. Lt. John Heath of
Nikiski said he thicks most fireworks fircc
are caused by rocket-type devices. "People
really have no control over where they go,"
he said, "and they stay hot for two to three
minutes."”
. No fireworks stands have been set up this
year in the Nikiski area, and Heath said that
may be the reason no fireworks fires have
been reported there. A lack of local sup-
pliers dramatically reduces the number of
children buying fireworks, hesaid. - H

Heath said most of the fireworks fires he's
seen have been caused by children. Winston
said "it's about 50-50 between kids and
adults. It's just careless use and adults are
probably m reiess than the kids.

n " /" Ej S®0PENINSULA, back pag#
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"A lot of people don't realize f‘ﬁe makeup
of fireworks,"” Winston continued. The dry
cardboard wadded up in the cones and other

«devices smolders on long aiter the sparkle

hasdied out, hesaid. .. L

Peninsula fire chiefs have lobbied the
Borough Assembly for the past five years,
trying to get the sale and use of fireworks
banned on the entire peninsula.

" Each year the Assembly has rejected the
-plaD. Winston said he thinks the Assembly’s
"action is a mixture of sentimental feelings

toward fireworks, a casual attitude about

their use and a feeling that a ban would be
unenforceable. ' eee'>
v. Kenai and Soldotna have found it isn't
ﬁossmle to keep fireworks out of residents’

ands entirely. Mike Huckabay of the

Soldotna Fire Department said he doesn't

feel there are many Violations within the ci

ty limits.

The most visible evidence of violations
within Kenaiis found on the Leaches of Cook
Inlet. Remains of fireworks are found near
the city's sewage treatment plant.

Winston pointed out that it's illegal to use
fireworks on the beach. Although the sand
may appear to be a fire-safe area, Winston
said that isn't the case. "There is fire
danger on the beach, in the grass on the

.I*I. e

Mly one who sa|d
* fireworks sa‘fe%y i irCYUddl. Heath said
fireworks aren’t a topic that usually come _
up during the winter, but he said he m|ght
add it to his program.. v;

With or without a fireworks safety pij
gram, there are a few simple rules that
everyone can follow to use fireworks in a

‘Thank you’ for help

at Funter Bay fire
Dear Editor:

Our Funter Bay home, warehouse
and tool shed were destroyed by atire
the evening ofthe 4th of July.

prudentand enjoyable way,

+ Children should never be allowed to use
fireworks of any kind without adult supervi- .

esion. o> 1AF Vet

grass.'

mtrees, bushes, dry grass and buildings.

"After allowing a moment for the devices 1-

j
« Fireworks should be used on a ﬂre proof
surface, such as cement, or well-watered

"V
« Fireworks should be kept away from

:/to cool off, they should be disposed of in

- bucketofwater.
- e

bluff and on that berm area. We've had a.

couple of fires there over the years."
All three fire departments conduct fire
safety programs for area school children.

All of our neighbors and many
- friends and visitors that were in the
+ bay for the 4th came to help as soon as
thesmokc was seen. Firelighters were
brought from town by helicopters,
several of the firemen staying until
morning. Without all of this help the
Austin house and many more of the
surrounding trees would have been
lost.
Although the fire destroyed mostev-

< !

important than the things we lost —

they can be replaced.

Mostimportant and whatwill never
be forgotten is the fact that when we
needed them our neighbors, friends
and even strangers came to help.
Words ca.i not express the gratitude
and appreciation we feel. Our very,
very sincere thanks to everyone.

Sincerely,
Mary and Harold llargrave
Funter Bay
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Special tothe Homer News s - ... . perteChnICS can bhe Iegally fills this year, up almost 50 .
. _purchased from dozens of 'percentoverlastyear.’],.y
>l SOLDOTNA'y-' For the " venders swho set up shop  The assembly also'agreed s
if third time in a year, the fuse . every. summer along the' .to trade 11.0 acres cf.lcrd*
‘has sputtered and died on ef-  highway's . - -.S - — along the Kasilof River ford
; forts to curb the sale and use.*+ 1A year ago the assembly three -bluff lots in Clam ]
of fireworks on the Kenai considered a -similar or-' Gulch, which total G7 acres .
Peninsula. >i-- v - " dinance, but the move failed,. of usable land and 550 feet o f,
Tuesday night the Borough as did an effort to limit frontage on Cook inlet.H7-.- -
_~ Assembly voted 11-5 to ex-_ fireworks sales to a few Assemblyman Phil Nash
tinguish an ordinance pro;-'shortweeks in summers, of North Kenai argued that.,
hibiting the.; sale of.In other business the e borough should retain
I blackpowder toys during 'assembly J appropriated public land oh peninsula’-
periods ofhigh fire danger: '. 2195000 to cover the cost of gaimon streams. But Mr. .
.Local fireworks vendors an unexpected 6,000 ton gar- Thompson pointed out lliat «
1- /" opposed the resL Iction, say- bage overrun at the Kenai e borough would keep a 50-

~ ing it would be unfair to re-
quire them to monitor the
r'" media in order to find out if

*«" "'and when state officials ban
open burning. Such bans are- *
commonly announced dur- ;

L

s e as on

.' .T IMembers of tﬁe Alaska

Fireworks Association con-
tended the ordinance would
only duplicate state laws,
and claimed that fireworks
have never been c.onclusivc-
ly linked to a forest fire in

-.- * Alaska. Borough Mayor Stan
«+ .Thompson spoke against the
r ordinance, saying the pro-

blem was not the sale of
fireworks during times of

dry weather, only their ir-_

responsible use.—*«i  Asee

“Let's not pass our first
restrictive ordinance,” he
said.,;- ~ " . r -

The assembly’s action
means the peninsula will re-
main a mecca for fireworks

. merchants and those who

dclightin their.wares.:
The' sale . and use of
. fireworks are outlawed in
Anchorage, Kenai, Soldotna.
Seward and Homer, but the

' ing the course of the summer '

and Soldotna landfills. So
far, 18,M | tons of solid waste
have been processed at Lhc
two Central Peninsula land-

foot easement along the-
river, and a 50-foot access’
easement through the pn--
pertytotheriver..- =
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| ires started t.y fireworks

to pufbui-F F

based . htV'Soldotna'.also |,

cn Uic Cliugach National , assisted by"dropping waterl.

| orrst are easily to fight, nc-
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ending to forest SupervisorM r';' Du. Lie'said,-.t'Th'cu

Dalton Du Die. /'llie public
i mooking at approximately
- m for Forest Service ef-
foils in fighting a recent six
aero blaze set off by
fit eworks in the llojxj area,"
k- said.

ItisidrnLs unable to con-
tin! Hie fire burning i.i the
[-rtle killed spruce' three
miles south of llo|>e in Uie
[tcsurrcctinn Creek
drainage called in the Forest
K-rvice to help extinguish
Hig flames— .

b'orest Service crews con-
limc to clean up nnd secure
Ibis summer's second fire
caused by fireworks, lie said.
A state of Alaska helicopter

first..riroV. started \ by'J
fiicworlts.;wasK.ht KQuartz;”
Creek campground 'earlier o
this summer, It \yns controll-*"
ed by Forest, &n;ko-skews/*
and,.volunteers',* from l.HigVj
CkjoHiT;Lnhdi  jFijcp'c]iL |
. o NMFPFATS i;'\J
AlUiou™li forest.vencL'itioa
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-.ing rind summer;rains have .
.not wet tilings down enough!;

to relieve Hiefire danger,; tie",
said.V,;;" H.
“Witli grass,.needles, andy.

+leaves being hs dry*.ns Uicy

are now, fire could.wipe; out!*
campgrounds;".?;, forested £
areas, iind private property'.V
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Fires started by
fireworks on the Chugacli
National F'orcst are beating
up the costs to public tax-
payers.

National Forest
visor Dalton Dn l.ae says,
"Hie public is looking at
approximately S5(XX> lor
Forest Service efforts in
fighting a recent 6-acre
lilale set off by fireworks
in the ilope area."

Residents unable to con-
trol the lire burning in the
beetle-killed spruce three
miles south of Hope in the
Resurrection Creek

Super-

drainage called in the

Forest Service to help ex-

tinguish the flames.

forest Service crews con-

clean-up and
summer's

tinue to
secure this
second fire caused by
fireworks. A Stale of
Alaska helicopter based at
Soldotna also assisted by
dropping water to douse
the flames.

Du Lac says, "the first
lire started by fireworks
was at Quart/. Creek cam-

pgmund earlier this sum-

mer.
l'his one was quickly
brought under control by

S

Forest Service crews and
volunteers from the
Cooper Landing Fire

Department.”

Du Lae cautions Forest
neighbors and visitors that
although Inrest vegetation
is fairly green this vyear,
spring and summer rains
have not wet tilings down
enough to relieve the fire
danger.

"W illi grass, needles,
and leaves being as dry as
they are now, lire could
wipe out campgrounds,
loiested areas, and priv.iie
property near forested

areas," says Du Lae.
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For fire and safety reasons, the sale and use
of fireworks is prohibited in Anchorage ex-
cept in specially authorized exhibitions. But
that doesn’t stop all residents from indulging
an old Fourth-of-July pasttime.. Fireworks
still can be purchased legally on the Kenai
Peninsula, and some of them wind up being
used in Anchorage before the holiday is over.

" Should fireworks be sold here at home? Are
they worth the risk to life and limb? Can they
be handled and regulated safely here? Are
July 4th fireworks a thing of the past?

We'll publish your response in this space
next week. Send comments to PEOPLE'S
FOP.U.M, The Daily News, Pouch 6616, An-
chorage 99502.
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Each year during Fourth of
July celebrations, thousands of
people require emergency room
treatment for injuries associated
with fireworks.

While most states vary on
their fireworks-control laws, the
National Safety Council says that
a total ban of all fireworks —ex-
cept those used by a professional
pvrotechnician under controlled
circumstances —is the best way
to minimize firework-related in-

JUIrII(%s'recommends that people
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Anchorage. AK
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.. — e.y-0omnnvcommunity
visit one of the many community
celebrations to observe firework
displays, rather than having
home displays. Because it is ille-
gal for private citizens to possess
fireworks within the Anchorage
Municipality, the Municipality
holds an annual fireworks dis-
play to which the public is in-

Vltﬁ'—ddr those on the Ker.ai Penin-
sula, where fireworks can iesally
be sold and possessed, and otr.ers
insistent upon having a home dis-
, play, the Council oifers these

¢ 1iPS® store fireworks in a dry,
cool place. Avoid roughhancling

-that might damage the fuse or
andles.

??£e=> n v

n r* L* m»
ot'rdn M, KT A
N oife «4A'W L V'O £ -i o

o Alw ns
w H:lt ?‘L\év(gﬁm@%% éﬁ%@% Eﬁﬁg ig-
nite a firework device.

e Never ailow children to
handle fireworks. Young cr.es
comprise the grot o most often
afflicted by fire-works related in-
juries —such as the loss of hands

of eyes. . . .
-y(?gnlte fireworks outdoors in
“a clear area away from houses

and flammable materials — like
dry grass, sawdust, wood chips,
underbrush.

* Ne

ver place fireworks in
metal or glass containers.

e L .ht one device at a time.
Mantain a safe distance after
lighting the device. Keen a
bucket of water nearby. ’

r-
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Fireworks cause of fires, not fun ,]/

If. - 0.

Lighting{
may ns

If you shoot off a firecracker
iR YAHT Back yarg, it can cost you (
as much as $10660 BF $8Hays IR
Jal'I"hose are the penalties for sell-
ing, eusing or possessing

fireworks in Chugiak - Eagle
River and the rest of the Anchor-
age municipality. -

Although you can buy
fireworks in many parts of "
Alaska, it’s against the law to
shoot them off in Anchorage. o

Fire Chief Ross Fosberg em-
phasizes that means anywhere :
from the souih border of thc-;
municipality at Portage to the
Knik River to the north.

The only exception arc the

public fireworks displays and
. Fosberg says these arc allowed by
individual permit only after

or holding firewaiY.
$1,000 fine, jail term

stringent safety and
requirements arc_met

"FoeBerg sald the godes pro-
hibiting fireworks were adopted
because of numprous fires anc
injuries associated with their use
He added that Anchorage polio
officers are required to con

fiscate all fireworks that the;
encounter. .

licensing

* o o

ALASKA CLIPPING
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is :or question, (Forum, June 23,
1234)ar 1t

“A" is for answers, (Forum, June 30, 1984)
then

"E" is for expletive (Cooper Landing, July
1, 1984).

Tonight we were very lucky. The daytime
wind had died; dusk brought humidity and
heavy air; the misty rain a blessing. The hot
little fire stayed where the skyrocket gave it
birth. It is out. Three hours earlier it would
have been an inferno!

It is now 1:30 a.m., July 1. | have just
returned from the third fire in two weeks —
each started by fireworks. Thirty men in
private vehicles and three fire trucks respond-
ed to defend our families and homes, our
beautiful valley and mountains; from the
"fun" of "celebration" purveyed by the Kenai
Peninsula's "comfortable amount of stands."

Mr. Louie R. March, Ms. Helen March —
will the Alaska Fireworks Association pay for
my f 150 boots? How about hundreds of man-

hours.” Will you re-build our world when your
"patriotism™ finally gets one going out of

control? Perhaps you'll fire a last “salute” to
any lost in the line of duty.

Let's knock this ... off. Now!
— Jack Raudue,

volunteer fireman
Cooper Landing, Kenai Peninsula

y



Fires caused
fet Fourth of

By LARRY CAMPBELL
Daily news reporter , J

Fireworks are being
blamed for more minor fires
Wednesday than in any other
Fourth of July in Anchorage’s
history, according to the An-
chorage Fire department.

«Some Anchorage residents
who firecrackered, cherry-
bombed and bottle-rocketed

by fireworks
July record

fold increase over last year,
said Lee Crossman,, depart-
ment spokesman.
A "Usually we'll have a'few'’
every year. You always ex-
pect it," Crossman said. "This
year was unbelievable. It was
all over town."

Fires broke out in garbage,
dumpsters, in peat moss piles,

ence Day caused at least 26 tjyely minor,
minor blazes in a 24-hour pe-
riod. That is at least a three-

I ALASKA CLIPPIHC
~ SERVICE
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Many fireworks users irresponsible

1 1 live on the Kenai Peninsula; | am com-
pletely against the sale of fireworks any-
where! me . . o

Last year my husband and. | were new to
Alaska and of course in need of work. We
"were offered a job selling fireworks; we
accepted. | was very surprised at the age of
: kids coming in alone to buy fireworks, some
l.as young as 6 or 7. I’m sure their parents had
I'no idea, so where do you think these kids
"..went to set these off? The woods!

o; . At the time we accepted the job, 1 had
.never given it any thought. Eut I'd never do it
eagain! , .

I  We are responsible people;" most of your
readers are. But*,what about the ones who
aren’t? How many people get drunk and then
set them off? How many Kkids set off fire-
‘works, hiding in the woods from their par-
ents? How many responsible, careful people
have accidents?

I’ve watched 400,000 acres'burn in Califor-
nia. Watched my in-laws cry as they evacuated
their home. The cause was fireworks.

I know | don’t want to wake up to and
drive through a black, lifeless forest.

People do have their rights, though! I'll
give up mine to save our forest.

— Sue lloppmnn

Sohlotiui

) on open grass fields and
their way through Independ- wooded areas. All were rela-

See Back Page. FIREWORKS

rirewoxkK

Continued from p*

burned-themselves ouv." e
tween the time they W»
reported and the time Uu.
fighters arrived. . -
* Xo fireworks-related inju-
ries were reported to fire-
fighters, Crossman said. No
burned fingers or injured eyes
showed up at either Provi-
dence or Humana Alaska hos-
pitals.

The 26-fire estimate is in-
complete. Crossman said,
iThere may have been more
fires that burned out before
.firefighters arrived or didn’t
show obvious evidence that
fireworks were to blame.

Despite that, Crossmar.
said the increase was surpris-

In'g';The, nice.weather, people
still here (in Anchorage) in-
stead of gone for a weekend,
it could be;a lot of things.
Just more people in town,
during a celebration,” he
said.

Possessing or using fire
works within the municipal:
ty is a city misdemeanor
Conviction brings a sentcnc
of up to 30 days in jail, ;
$1,000 fine or both.

The fire department cor.
ducts education programs aci
vising people about the da:
gers of using fireworks.

I “1don't know what-we ca
do to prevent it besides doir.
what we already do," Cros;
man said. "l guess we've ju:
got to keep telling people.”

N ALASKA CLIPPING
SERVICE
Anchorage Daily
News
Anchorage, AK
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Too iinimtttrc.
Incon&tttattto s

I

1-? In ur.c firrv.crk?
I'n *VItiitit i ometttiilit filrv.orl'S r*11 n. cd
to In* F#xl i0 Aim IK»2or.« My n* «i;l*Imi:s %ee*? in
CAer tflE dkivie “lu'ntmj* fiii'.vnihs

t'M iy i*iy (or two \v«ij; sn»nv. hut \vh;it’r
Ny b«g i% llioy ienlht'f sl.oi'tinjt tlwni nl
r.K h othiT of tlu*\ shoot 1licfu ;it l.ito hours
k> 11 IWj» m niwl 3 3d :i rn wlion ptu.pjc arc
Jtiylni: to sh <p Mostly n Is ;tiol whole
of lire nnrfcois ;«11 ;it oinv. o
I Isopt* siiid pt.t.V "By tiovrr h j;:«li/o j
fin'worlis in AfiLluuii:t<* luv.ur." prttplo an* to
imniaturt* :uid iiMohsiilfiatr to shoot them nnd

th isely. i icl
use them wisely — Murcia Tsciicltrr

Fireworks OK !
In salo areas *

/,

X m outside losvns

Fireworks .nr fun Fortunately theienrc
areas Alaskans run still rxpoiientc tinl J
tuilitinn.il tinill nfcelebrating with, >
fireworks. t =

tty following thicc sitttplc* rules wr will
guarantee s.ifr rn..'Vinrnt "l 1lu wmt:111 I}

m common rctric; 2| Alwuys have tulult , A*
; supervision; mill it) Only tlisclinti;c firework!;
m in a safe orc.i. s
On thr Kenai Peninsula Ilirir.il.. many
mr.r. wlirir fiiew.uks may I'." used safely,
sttrli in 1'emtil tli “f July Itr.irli in Srw.nij nnc)
flam (lull li nrnr Aitrlmr I'ninl. IInWrvecr.
populated nlirs air iiixt tint place to discharge
fue.vnikx
Sen .it(l. Kenai .mil Horner .ill pioliiliit

(in works wit’iln Ilir city limits. As president
of tiIm Alaska Fiiowmks AsMici.ilinn, | fed i
Atirlmiai: ‘lid maintain its pii<liil<iti.<n
against (now

Am home* isa populated city, basically not
suited for fir. n'oil s. I'invite all those who
enjoy fitewotlts to come down to the Kni.ii '
.Peninsula and safely celebrale a tiailition
.that’s hern around for over 2IHI yrats.

— f.l.lflO It March Jr.

President <t tin' Alaska fireworks

/Vsncf.it/one

i Seivnrd L

Too dangerous
lo bo jced at
» ad. anyllmo

Fireworks are dangerous! We qgﬂ'ﬁ need to .
iost them on white mice to_ kno i that they
take out eyes and rip off fingers Yeccm nec:r
year. Why is It that people who nr¢ ofr.ud of
the health risks of saturated fat, gleefully nna.
d. .iherately risk maiming themselves with '
silliy iioi<es and hursts of light? ' omr

‘INNk*Fmiiilt of .Inly afler 9 p.m. Is not much

101> e «&o | tdinl 11

hould
EWOI-

|

i
Inconsiderate nelplthors make me feel like |
am in a war rone, while they rmianper my
family and home.

Instead of debating wliethec or not to

legalise fireworns inside city limits, the , -
question should be how we arc poinp to ;' a

enforce the existing laws.’ K

— Marie Cottinc

, TX

h \ 'c¢* Disluihlnn om;

joo*\ deceives "' amV.il f
. nunM.mon T 1 m '
" ‘—m PWMtwoni . .V

In nnswer to your nuosMon ronnnllni?
; fircsvorks legalisation; no way, Jose,
o Trie primary gripe | have Is that there Ig
usually ;..mc nityjt in es-ery neighhorhnndl.
Vit' 1E>*h'1 .rv >M [

- r'Hiey have noronccptof respect or human
" compassion so any time at all Is game for

v*

ond rpiiel of others is a crime which should be
.punishable by deportation to la.wef Kb.hovi.i
- The sale arid us.- Of pyrote. hliir
, devices should be outlawed p.day ‘llie tee
and impoitatioii of these fun pirrn.e, ".lu.iihl be
legally restricted to those who me tiuim d mid
’ licensed in their use If the itiroitsidi rale
bnnhs must have their fun, set aside a small
lot in an obscure nrca for these folks to p-t
, their jollies.
-

rirrhiaii.

*eo

— Neal I). Cooper

leave Ilroworks
on Peninsula

. m/ . A\ . tbelieve fireworks shouihd not heroine I. pul
/ w/, "In Anchorage. There are more. than 2!it|.(ItIl<)
A i Va ’'l'» .epenjilelivinp in ti*1Ancliorape aiea Plus you
K / have to take into_crmsldeiatidil the ni.iiiy
? - o on Lamhy ke MR ARTCARE 2i0 uid Dteie. your hup,.*
, buildinps, etc. I personally feel this will
*promote a problem saf. tyv.i.eand ..'h. rwise
i Fireworks stands would lie:ut up almost
«fnll over Anehorape. Then too. be. au mof il.e
- dense population in Aueliornpo plus yoni
n ‘..influx of tourists at this time, hu/mdmis
kS |Ie ,conditions will arise' 1 here are mote lives and
ay'
There are enough fireworks licit* t.. take .arc
of the AnClmragc people's needs. Ami besides
a trip down the Sewaid Highway is tefieslung
anyway, also ils surrounding an as, | cannot
mj- e. - over emphasise enough to have responsible
T fu . people and parents to accompany ynimi!
I ,children when huyiiq! aiul setting off the
* MW fireworks. And please — read your

instructions! Use rommon sense Abide Itv all
of the safety laws put into effect. The 4lli of
Jtdy can be a fun day.
It's been a tradition since 17?f! The signing
W...inc..u 'of "The Declaration of Independence "
* Personally 1feel to consider firewoiks a ihing
of the past would be like eliminating the year
loudest of most obnoxious ordnance device '"1776."
obtainable. Naturally, the only time this
menace to civilisation is able to carry out his/
her sole function In life arc the hours when we
URappreeiative sgms avish 0 p&® a quick nap
for the h-’ (duration of darkness.
Weir, also consider the fact that a largo
majority ui local kiddies lack the proper
parental supervision that God gave a goat.

— Helen Match
Sevalil

Cclchbteio
wilhuul tho
i.x*  lirnwoiks
If anyone has experienced tlic "display"” of
fimeworks In Honolulu, during Chinese w
< ! *"Vcar, oil the people of Am borage would ilse
t0 Provc Uial timy were able to learn all/ and sa/ NO! I'd suggest the mayor s otfi. e
by Il ﬁ'lm bow lo strik\xla match nnd R ?pntﬂct officials in Honolulu and pel the facts
actua y can |gn|te a fuse. Wravo. {Fsthand ch-the-noise;-peollution-caused by

‘> j* ¢ The locnl constabulary has better thincs to dt-, the smoke, the trauma that the chihImi.

I'““* elderly and Ill and also tli.; pets will endure,
‘e I nrn nil for celebrating Hie till, but not

whith firfevorks.

do than play nursemaid to jerks. Dosing n
. linger ar eye is the price paid for improper'
tive bf W%I‘ﬁ’?!‘%‘f THatS what slig.i.tity

Im jooo i i
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« Nikiski Fire Department Lt. John Heath
said he thinks the drop in fireworks-caused
fires is because only one fireworks stand is
operating in the North Kenai area. “Last
year we had seven or eight stands," Heath
said. "Eut I'm surprised we haven't had any
‘fires yet."
The Soldotna Fire Department has ex-
tinguished four fires caused by fireworks
since mid-May. All of the fires were small

and no one was injured in any of the fires, m.

said Fire Prevention Officer Michael
Huckabay. Or." ... occurcd on Funny River
Road, anothe. <the rodeo grounds, a third

fireworks) around the fourth of July, ar.d
possibly as many as seven," e

Both Kenai ar.d Soldotna have laws pro-
hibiting the discha-ge of fireworks within
the city limits. A violation of the law could
result in a misdemeanor citation, which
means a mandatory court appearance arda
maximum fine of $300. .

If people choose to dlscharge fireworks

outside the city limits, fire officials ask peo-

ple to take precautions. — .
"Use them in a good area where there is

no dry grass or woods around." Heath cau-

tioned. "And kids should use them under an
adult's supervision.” b J-

next to a fireworks stand behind Sizzler's.--
The most recent fireworks fire was doused .

early Monday morning near Slikok Creek. m

- The Soldotna crew from the state Division
of Forestry has doused four fireworks-
related fires so far this summer. Fire
Manager Larry Adams said one of his crew
members also doused a fire that had been
ignited on his front lawn from a neighor's
bottlcrocket.

" "They were just sitting in their house (in
Soldotna) watching TV when they saw a bot-
tlerocket shoot into their yard, and then saw
smoke coming up from the lawn,” he said.
"That can happen to anyone."

The forestry department’s fire warning
needle pointed to “Moderate" fire condi-
tions Thursday morning, but Adams said it
could easily go up to “High” by late Thurs-
day afternoon. mm (AT

'mlt looks like the sun's commg out,”
Adams said. "And if it stays clear and
things dry out rapidly, we anticipate respon-
ding to at least four or five calls (relating to

- - i. . S
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"People should be shooting them off in a.
gravel pit. or at a be3ch out over the water, '
orin a plowed field,” Adams acvised. "The
ones that are small and don't travel
anywhere, thatjust lay there and go ‘boom’,
could be done in adriveway

"A lot of those fireworks with sharp
plastic points can do an eye in real easy," he'
added. "They don't always go straight up
(in the air) like they're supposed to. They
often whirl arour.d and come back at you,";
Adams said. e

Huckabay advises people to discharge
fireworks in an open area outside the city
limits, like a gravel pit. ... . 'm

um Hn iw iw a jw ip a

th
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-This is the week firefighters dread most —
the week of the Fourth'of July. " eeee-'-

The Fourth is Wednesday, but firefighters
were already busy late last week with the
Hidden Lake island fire, preliminary blam-
ed on fireworks. With the holiday coming
up, the most hopeful sign for firefighters
was the Sunday rain that dampened the
undergrowth on the central peninsula.

So far, this fire season has not been a bad
one for fireworks-related fires. o¥*»;

The Kenai Fire Department had doused

only one such fire as of last week, a small

brush fire in the Thompson Park area. The
Nikiski Fire Departmenthadn't had a single|
fire from fireworks atweek's end.

«'_[. w. -.See FIREWORKS, back paga

Fireworks’ fires surprise couple/?,-

A\
A local

couple was rudely
awakened recently when two
bottle rocket fireworks went

awry, one of them catching the

boxsprings of the couple’s bed on'

fire.

Two men accidentally shot the
rockets through the Young Street
couple's bedroom window at
about 1:30 a.m. on July 5. The
rockets broke the window, the
screen and damaged the curtains
before one of them hit the sleep-
ing man’ foot. One rocket

caught the boxsprmgs on fire and
/iR /¥ on »ei

room where it started a fire on
the carpet.

According to police reports,
the men who fired the rockets
ran to the rescue of their unin-
tended victims. After making
sure the couple was all right, the
two men, who declined to iden-
tify themselves, vacuumed the '
floor and used a fan to blow the
smoke out of the house.

The victims want only to be
compensated for the damages.

They do not intend to press ;
charges.
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] Fireworks

| start fire

(behind Sizzler

Soldotna firefighters put oulasmall brush

| fire behind the Sizzler restaurant about 7:30
p.m. Tuesday.

According to a fire department
I'spokesman, the fire was caused by
, fireworks. Firefighters were able to put the
j fire out quickly and only a small area was
| burned. There were no damage estimates.

no help against'fireworks
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Fireworks
cause 3

J brush fires

j Soldotna and Ridgeway
m firefighters doused three
I brush fires this weekend that
» were caused hy fireworks.
One "controlled burn" that
went out of control was also
extinguished.

A fire department
spokesman said one brush
fire was ignited by fireworks

.. at the rodeo grounds Satur-
day evening Another brush
fire was doused ' Sunday

- afternoon behind the Birch

'Street Apartments. That fire

was also started with
_ fireworks.

The Ridgeway Fire
Department extinguished a
third brush fire, started by
fireworks, in lire OTKCO
gravel pit on Kobuk Street.
The spokesman said though
the gravel pit fire was small,
it could easily have spread
much farther.

The "controlled burn"
took place in a burn pile on
Karen Street that had been
smoldering for about three
months, officials said. Wind
and warm weather combin-
ed lo ignite (tie pile Sunday
evening. Lhough the fire was
small when it was contained,
it was close to sonic tali
/> nice ITEES,



hy Carole Jaffa
rorks were the liol
item on City Council's
Monday night agenda,
with arguments for anil
against the controversial
devices culminating in
passage of Resolution fid-
87, requesting a borough-
wide ban on fireworks
sales. Councilmemhers
Williams, Cripps, Hilton
and Gillespie voted yes,
Meehan opposed. City
staff launched the
discussion with fire chief
John Gage, S'gt. David
Ilhossow and city mat igcr
Ron Garzini stating why
the  ban should be
requested.
Of five fires over July

4th, ’ dtrcc weiddefinitely
from fireworks," Gage
said. The other two were
of "undetermined cause,
but fireworks were
probable.” lie added
there has been a history of
fireworks-related blazes in
Seward, and that "with
our old, clcse-togcther
buildings downtown, we
arc walking on thin ice."
Sgt. lirossow said the
four officers on foot
patrol downtown July 3
wrote citations and seized
lots of fireworks, but
"you could only control
the area where you stood.
It only takes a second to
light a firecracker and run
away...the law docs not

ban carrying fireworks,
only lighting them."

Ron Garzini com-
plained of fireworks being
set off well before the 4th
in residential areas and
commented there were
"more important things
for the cops to deal with."

Speaking on behalf of
fireworks, used with
discretion, were Louie
March and Robert Paul,
both of whom operated
fireworks stands outside
city limits this year.

March, the president of
Alaska Fireworks
Association, said he had

See COUNCIL,pg. 3

Coimcil..:

discussed the enforcement
problem with Chief llcn-
ecardino. "He said the
department had been lax
and would be stricter next
year,” March slated.

"We also talked about

. posting a sign outside
town, saying fireworks
were illegal...that, plus

getting tougher, would do
the trick, we figured.”

March fell passage of
Resolution 34-87 would
be unfair to those who use
. fireworks safely. "We
don’t ban gun sales
because someone shoots a
guy."” He favored
designated areas for
fireworks use.

"We'll help," lie con-
tinued, "by making a
sign, working with the
City in whatever way we
can" to  solve the
problem.

Robert Paul, who ran
the Golden Dragon
fireworks stand this year,
said most fireworks arc
shot in non-crowdcd
areas. Ten percent at most
arc shot m town.

"The 1Joroug.v Assem-
bly defeated a similar
measure last winter," he
added, "because most
members felt it was too
strong an infringement on
individuals...most people
cr.joy and respect
Fireworks.”

Paul said a poll is being
circulated this fall regar-
ding fireworks sales, and
he expected 10 percent
would oppose a ban on
sales outside city limits.

He said more fires arc
caused by smoking, and
more deaths by drunken
drivers.

He vowed the
Fireworks Association
members would do their
part to eliminate use in

town, handing out flyers
to purchasers, stating that
there was a city ordinance
against use in town, that
was stricly enforced.

Paul also suggested
enacting a possession law
and enforcing it. "you'd
see a dramatic decrease"
in the problem, lie said.

Crossfire in the Council
chamber firecracker war
came from Oscar Wat-
sjoid, Harry Gier.clcr, and
Phil Yczicrski. Watsjold,
a fireman 44 years, and
chief for 22, noted "for
years, everyone knew
everyone, and we told
’'em where to shoot...now
there's  thousands of
people. We don't know
them. The only way to
control this, :s to ban
sales."”

Harry Gieselcr doublei

J ALASKA CLIPPING
service
Sew.-i <!
Phoenix Log
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Like a crop ofsummer flowers, they
pop up ever eyear.

Fireworks stands. They're brightly

colored booths filled with bangs, pops
and sparkles.
" They’re also illegal in the city of
Fairbanks and in the North Star
Borough. But outside the borough, the
stands have set up shop and arc doing
a booming business.

The stands arc licensed by the
slate, and owners must apply for a
permit from the state fire marshal's
office. This year, the Fairbanks office
has issued about 10 permits in the im-
mediate area, about the same as last
year.

Owners of the stands must also
check with the Department of Trans-
portation. which has regulations ab-
out where they can erect signs and
how far they must be from right-of-
ways.

Stand owners who break the rules
can be issued a misdemeanor cita-
tion. Officials may also close the
stand and seize the fireworks.

"Periodically we go down and look

at all the stands and make sure
they're in compliance." said Deputy
Stale Fire Marshal Ernie Misewicz.i
"We do get a number of complaints
each year for one reason or another,
that they're too close to the road or too
close to the buildings."”

One stand, which was advertising
"Legal Fireworks" at the corner of

Cushman Street and Airport Way, 1

was ordered this week to move out-
side city limits by police.

"According to the city attorney,
there is no such thing as legal fire- j

works in the city of Fairbanks," said «

one officer. o

City police always have lots of com-1
plaints about fireworks this time of
year and say they vigorously enforce
tha law prohibiting their use in city
limits.

"We have quite a bit of a problem,"
said Lt. Roland Bonneville.

Police expect to collect a bag or two
of confiscated fireworks before the
season is over. The fireworks are
either destroyed or used in training
exercises by a special police team.

Fireworks can’t be sold in the

(See FIREWORKS, page 3)

Ifyou’re looking for fireworks,you’llhave toro outside the
city and borough to find them. A e — m

\

FJir~3nrs
Jlev/s Minor
Pairudnrd ;'w
mm op 7

)/* FIREWORKS

.. (Com;need from page li

/ borough cither.

"Youcan tsell fireworks within the
borough. period.” Miscwicz said.

The city of North Pole also has a
city ordinance against the sale and
discharge of fireworks, but the chief

of police said enforcement is general-
ly not a problem.

Not so in Nenana.

"Yes, we have problems." sa'd
Chief Wayne Walters. “We -et
numerous complaints about noi® ¢

There is an occasional fire as well.

The fireworks aren't sold inthe city
of N%nana, butthey arc certainly sold
nearby.

"Wectry to let people live a little bit,
but ask them to use a little discretion
and caution and use them in the prop-
er areas." Walter;, said.

Fireworks can be a real hazard,
causing injury or fires.

"For the most part, the biggest
problem isinwildland areas." the de-
puty state fire marshal said. "Brush

\
fires. The drier the weather gets, the
more susceptible it is."”

Causing a fire thisway can result in
a misdemeanor citation for criminal-
ly negligent burning and a fine of
$5,000 or up to one year ir nil.

Fireworks can also ¢ injury.
Blown off fingers. Burned uands.

Sparklers burn at a very high
temperature and can burn hands. The
noise from a loud firecracker bang
can rupture an eardrum.

"All of them are dangerous if not
used proper ly," Miscwicz said. "Chi »
dren shouldn't be allowed to use them

unlegs they're under adult supcrvi-
sion.
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Fireworks on
limits In

bylfalSprBce ™
Sutfftnur - o*

As the Fourth of July ap-
proaches each summer,
Homer begins to sound like
downtown Beirut.

But this year, ui town at
least, the long arm of the law
will be busy interceding in
theannual firecracker wars.

Each year, burzzrg tees,
Roman candles,
firecrackers, and bottle
rockets HU the air uith
whistles, loud reports — and
firedanger - -

And each year the short
fused controversy suiTOun-
ding the use of these at once

dciizhtfjl and hazardous
p;rotecnrucal devices s
reicmted.

But this year, backed up
fcy the threat of VM fioeo,
« Homer police plan a senous
crackdown on violators of
the ciryx anufircwor*s or*
dinance.
Police say it is illegal for

any person to “"use or ex-
plode any type of
fUacracker, skyrocket,

blank cartidges. explosives,
pyrotechnics, or ar.dy other
device commonly known as
‘fireworks’ within the limits
of the Gty of Homer”
wjthout a public display per*
mt

“I'll be calling in extra of*
fleers for July <th." s”id
Homer Police Chief Mike
Daugherty. He said none o’
his cificcrs will have that
day off.

While it is against the law
to expiode, or for that mat-

ter. purchase, fireworks
anywhere within the city
limits. Mr. Dai*zheny said
he is mast concerned with
the”r use on the Spit where
highly flammable fuels and
old wooden structures create
ad hich decree of fire dancer.

In that recard, he called the

highly popular bottle rocket

the most hazardous.

“Last year it reaiiy got
dangerous.” he said -There
were large crowds of people
and many whowere shooting
off fireworks were intox-
icated.”

He said Che potential for
duater is great when it
comes to fireworks rear the
old, creosote soaked pilings
on the city dock and the fuel
Horace tanks nearby.

“Those tanks have a ven-
ting system cn lop which |
emit fum a to allow for ex-

pansion in warm weather,”
Mr. Daugherty said. "If
bottle rocket were lo be shot
up their we could con-
cev'SOly have an extreme
problem inahurry.”

Erpcnded »ockets have
been found oo tcp of the
tanks, according to brantley
Edens, ownerol the Chevron
fuel depot cn the Spit.

"1 don t know urjt people
are thinking unen trey shoot
them towards the tanks. *he
said. "1 don t kno v for cer-
tain that a spark would ig-
nite the tanks, but would you
really want to lind out?"

He said he dvs rot like to
be on the Spit on ihe Fourth
> July.

Mr. Daugherty said bottle

o

wk

ijjiewdrKks

Com. from Pane |

rorxets cause the most
dancer t-rju.e rr.ee they
are iircd irev jr«*out of con-
trol. sometimes Imam? as
much as ICmi firl a*ay.
That mav re t<xifar awsv to

stop a grass fire caused ny
the not remnants from
spreatLrg. On the Spit, it

could be much worse, he
said

There is no state law tunn-
ing the sale of fireworks. but
there are reculafioos about
their vaif. Accordirz lo state
statutes, it is ulrzai lo snoot
fire»or«x on »ny Lines on
which Krais, brush, timbre,

or any natural vegetation
grows. The stale has left
enactment of sales or-

dinances up lo
and troughs
Anchorage Borough has
made it IUeoal lo sell the
devr .-s. so many Anchorage
residents enve an hour cr
two outside citv limits to pur-
chase fireworks at roaoside

local cities

stands, many of which
nourish along the roadsides
ui the Kenai Peninsula
Borough

Homer wrote its own

fireworks onhmnce into law
in 1%3. but as >e:. mere is no
Kenai Borouen law banning
cither uwve or sate, though
several attempts rave been

made to control them
because of lire danger.
“"There is a jute law

against reckless endanger-
ment.” vnd Mr. Dngfirrty.
"And. 1suppose if sou mtrn-
liorilly slxil a te.tlie r««rxrt
directly al sorr.ror.r it vieLd
bo called avvauil in L«
fourtn degree.

If your lirrworxs start a
fire sou cosil? be re»d ac-
rountab.e fur Lie expense of
ext.cuisrung me blaze, said
the chief.

“You can be shpo-I with
fSe bill from the fire depart-
ment (either local or
statel.” he said. "That could
bevery expensive."

How expensive would de-
pend on things like time, per-
sonnel. and equipment reed-
ed. but last year a Kenai
man was sent a Dept, of
Forestry bill for JI-f.fM)
after a fire he caused was
put oul by state fire fignten.
Although fireworks were not
proven to be ike cause, it il-
lustrates the possible con-
sequence;. According to
Tom Marock of tre Alaska
Slate Div. o' Forestry. th:i
case is in the hanos of the
slate Attorney General

IUitwrt I'urcell, fire sta-
tion manager, said his
department is not looking to

i fireworks altogether,
but rather to encourage peo-
ple to u%e them wisely.

Itisa crime to fail to con-
trol a fire, he said, leading to
a charge of arson in the
fourth ucgrce. Hut. he said
that while it is theoretically
criminal, peop-e wno start
fires by accideak are net
generally charged unless in-
vestigntmn shows "obvious
gross disregard” for safely.

He dors not want to
discourage people from
reporting accidental fires (or
fear of costs, he ad Jed

"In extreme caves, the fire
department has the option lo
go tocourt to recover costs.”
he said The same option ap-
plies to neighbors wnor.e pro-
perly might have been
damaged.

lie Mid coats for even a

small biaze can run into hun-

dreds of djiurv arJ a
substantial l.re into tre
thousands

Acccru.r.gto V.r Vartx a
I *1 fire at Mile 101 Stcrnrg

Highway wrwen stale
trr»;>rrs  determined was
causes by fireaorkS. cmt

S» OkJto extinguish No ar.e
was sent the mu. rowever,
because r~nce ceu.a r.it
discover who had started '-he
fire

"We look for
grow reri gence." ia.d Mr.
Purcell Hesaid it has intera
case wnere no reasonable
pervm luve «ibsni
Situauon to uanRtroua ifv»iu
caused a fire

"We all know accidents
happen,” he said. Those
tunes of fires, even if touch-
ed olf by fireworks, are
ummely to craw a bill ter
services from the depart-
ment. Butitis pnss.oie.

Eacn year, the cortrover-
sy comes before the Kenai /
Borough Assemoiy. but so
tar its members rave r.ot
passed a ban cn Lie use or
sale of fireworks. One
asvemoiyman recently, ex-
pTtsaing a commonly heard
sentiment, said he was
bound and determined to
preserve the ricr.t of every
Amer.can kid lo be abvle to
setoff ms own firecrackers.

a eate cf

Arguments made during
dcoate rave sucgated that
Lhere are no cases of fires
wnch are directly linked to
L-» uvr of (.reworks. Mr.
Purceil vays trat is just plain
WTtITg —_—

"\S e know of sev rral cjsx-s
where fir**s have bceo
iar:**d with fireworks." he
sa.d A t>:lfie rocket caused
a gravslire on Diamond
Rigge a couple of*years ago.
ar.d anoir.er acxet ignited a
L*ce in Anchor Point, said
Mr. 1*urcelt.

“Then just 4 few weeks
igo we put out a car fire on
East End Road which was
caused by fireworks,” he ~
stated.

On Monday, a fire at Mile
109 East End Raid was at-
tributed to children playing
with firev.oi ks. accoromg to

Homer Fire Dept,
xpokeswoman. Another
along the Kenai River on

Monday u&s also licked to
fireworks. -

Mr. Iurttll said @ group of
fire chiefs from around the
borough have tried uasuc-
ctsafully during the last
inr~r >p«r» lo ban the sale of
fireworks in th«; borough.

"We even looked at tying
the use of fireworks to the
fire season danger level." be
said That would have bann-
ed their use whenever there
wasa “no burn* alert. “That
was blocked.” he added.

"We have no interest in
banning fireworks
displays," he said, "but WE
dnwant lo prevent fires."

The slate statutes that ban
shooting fireworks where
things grow docs allow them
in certain safe areas, and
Mr. Marok encourages peo-
ple lo go there for their
displays.

lie suggested beaches on
Kjchemak Itay and Couk In-
let. over large lakes, gravel
pits, and large plowed fields

"I want to emphasize
‘large," " he said. “Some of
those devices can rrallv

travel."” A~
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111'HK  Stmnf on lhc tripplmne
1’0" Opportunities

In'rrnilion.il steel building
0 xniifarlutri awarding ileah'rxhlp
in.nad.dde an as s<*“n Great profit
1 ntnl in an expanding industry.
| @ appiir.ition call W'cdgcor 1303)
7.932n) Ext 2403.

Ind'prnd'nl Tire Dul/ibulorshlp
Vv.uhMe in the Juneau Area with
Mihixive fights Car load prices
«-*ddite I-IHI feattle Rank Llie*
<’tCiiilit fi%iuirnl July 15th Is
d. idline for 84 85 winter lire or*
*hr Contact Ala .Van Distributor (i.
al37M 121. Wasilla. Alaska

<
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I>rmd nrw Linroln 225 amp flirt,
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U
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11.  MisccManeous 1. M ucl’jrifoul 14. Pets and Supplies 16. Manngaéal?ig%ent 20. Trucks el5

Private parties, catering, special or-
ders. dine in or lakcoyi (.nine and
meet us THE [I1KNOVATION
PANTHV 120 2nd St. S"414G

Uirthda) Party horsrndrt & bejtin*
nmg lionr rnimg ifHtnicllons. I'm
hu nerd & have 2 rrcutcrrd Quar-
ter hone*. All agij wrlrome 729-
2204 Honda Rentals: ATC's, Ullen,

Couch, love seal, an I ctloman J40p, [renerateri,  leg splitters,  water
19 SyUania color TV {500 Fisher  PUMPs HONDA HUT 7890946
slerro IAM. F.M . Turn table,
ras« Me. ZLtrack>>100 TQ9 152

3 ton eommrreial floor ja* h 132 12-
8' llofrtu nt fixtures uith bulbs 120

Org.iniied bookkeeping saves lime
anil  money Contact NANCY
WIGGKN UOOKKEKPING AND
CONSULTING a  pcrsonalircd
txxAkccpmgservice Call586-1W5

ca Pam washer **iih circulating

pump SIPO or flO 4 storage rup- FIREWOOD sawmill edgings
boards MIS and 2145 Jenny HWord in 2 cord loads, you haul
steam cleaner. uec) less than 12 for 120 pick updnick) 7WK-C3B.
bn 1'(«m OI10  Large wood \ingita 101 pholo ropier, 1400 or

storage rabincls 130.789-7220. best offer. 580-36508 lo 4 39

PKOhKSSIONAL LANDSCAPE"  \MACIIKNTAN7.. "Ir.to the Home

will trade ser\ic« & material for  gyreli hrr". H500 custom framed
home or apartments rental 799- 7g97219
338l .

For the b»-st In Birthday cakes -
4x5 “"crown” graphic. 2 lenses, rliocohle. canot cr yellow. THE

RENOVATION PANTRY 120 2nd
St 5*6 4Hf.

rangefinder. rollfilm bark. [ilm
hol-Irn, carrying rase, more «1150.
5x7 F.wimx! enlarger. ICI mm lens,
cold grid bmp *[350 Uolh 1700.
58071539 excnmgs

Hazardous tree falling, land clear-
ing Insured, experienced, ref.
available, free estimates 789 5025

Money loaned on small items of
value Com Center 789 9785

RANGE: Caloric Electric double
) nU13'VvD?, 7TA9IIYt7i(ii, MJtuimem™*
VIi'y Wirm | way plow w/nintrols  porary worka. Available June 26 lo
Amounting br.uki i< Sitx mggle or julv 20 by arrangement only. 789-
dual axIr dump Iruik 7PJ 13 plr,,

Men s letter laike*J IKuie 42 lone
atkmg 1100 Leave mc'ugc B5*
5325.

4th of July Kircwoiks to order Rt.
Hot 319 Kelihikan Phone225-4211

GOLD CIHIEEK SALMON DAKE

Every night, 530 til 9.
Ve iiis

[Pets and Supplies

I;S\Kt flrgistcred black and chocolate
labrfllorc pups. Proven hunting

0r 755-2932 s\* and field trail champion linos
J.hlc. Jur,e26th Call 556"2222 -

) £*29. after 6 -5806602.
TO PSO iL tin khntv of all kinds, alxo Afnelan

dingx. Call 789-7253 SWAMPY
ACHES.
AKC lIrgislcred coiker puppies 8
mo old. blark/tan ready to go.
Days 789 7970. eves. 789-38"0.
4 >r. old male Great Dane, fawn
color, needs room to run. 772*3951
Petershurg.

Tilll good stuff

7110-0177

“Look nt tlir rcsl,
lkon lLuy tlic licsl"

Yearling Nubian nanny goat for
sale 135negotiable 7830051

IS. Aircraft

K

EDO 2370 floats rrrrnt rebuilt,
riffed for Cessna PVip'959 Ernie s
Aircraft Servire 7f.82646

CI17516011 P Lvc .c/s prop. BZdIT,
factory new engine, dual na*
comnx. transp. EGT. CRT. Rrernt
paint, int. Lrg. nose
fork/whl Kxrint slprt field. Just
annulled 789 9016 x-vos

19« CITAImiA TECA. long range
tanks, new paint, fabric <1974 110.*
500. 1977 CI72N 180 IIP AVION,
convrnion 69? hn., TT, frnh an-
nual J28«C0; 1911 C152 118.000,
1981 C172HG. full IFR. tip tanks
147,000. 1981 C172. lull IFR K5.-
000. TAYLORCRAFT  155.000;
1931 T 206 AMPIIIII PK 3500, King
IFR. and (ip tanks, payloadef
=eats, ItnhrrLsun MOL kit. marine
.who. 300 hrs. TT fjl.500. AIR
CENTER. 789 2737

16 Goals and
Marine Equipment

MUST SELL 1B] Lund Sklff EZ
e»i» Wk n Xlrrmrv

Good stock of Achilles inflaMles

Surprise w/cach and every
purchase through 15, June. 785*
9490.

30" Willard Vega dimel crulxrr.
Loaded w/equipment A elec-
tronics. Perkins riirscl uses 12 gph
cruising at 7.5 knots. 139.0X). 364-
2472,

lirasy built
vessel. 32 1.
2HT76

27" F.ricsen slov*p. 1975,3.tails, nrw
Al/'rulr 4 engine, falh. VIIK, ci-
crllent condition, drydockrd 177,
50i) Contact Air Marine Harbor,
Ketchikan 247-2282. or owner 211-
874-4048.

fiberglass  filing
dinct engine. 586-

For .Sale 13" Uoitem Whaler, fair
cnr.dilion Phono #576-2784

NORDIC TUG the 1u*ury crulxrr
lliit offrii cunifurt, safety and
superb cvunumy with its dirscl
pvi«r We* have a demo boat here
m Juneau for you to try out. Call
Kent F.ifcfximm at V 12314

1979 Gruman Van. all aluminum.
30.000 mi. ton. excellent condi-
tion 739-4710

1973 Toyota landcruiser Warn
winch, additional set of 10x15 tires
Seen betl I yean IAX)crb/o 789-
4317 after 6 00

1971 International single axle 5 yd,
dump truck, xn up w/5Ih wheel for
traelun 789 1364
1981 Chev

raxxrtte 4-ipectf. 31.000 mi,
HDST? ja:/y) 5864718eve.

1976StOri W'e«nnn» new tranMiiis-
Sion, rebuiCO | Hew brrkrs.

MOMGLUE PIMPS
Thermoplvxtlc
Lightweight, ideal for
marine. h>*mror commercial
Al'315 - Pa".CO'Ogph
365 Ibs. *1287
AP320-2 '84<Ogp)|

T. 4x4. AMKM.
NO

s.-1
TANNEAIS Svc. Center 364-2434  good body. wepm &
Wrrkendl.
1973 Fiberform 22'k' Express. new 1.‘97101l\'<|/1ac 1(800.10 yd , dump truck.

170 Volvo. CD, DF. swim step, 1931
Galv. K-Z Loader, lots more. 739-
0901 rtrs.

197B Glax.xply Cuddy 251 Volvo
2801/0O, w/G.ilvirmed trailer. VIIF
A CR, Alaska wall, cabin heater,
stove, sink, 120 gal fuel cap., 30
water, and many other extras. 17,-
000WO UP 789500

1983 Wooldridge 1S 4 Hive Run-
ner, equipped w/outboard Jet In-
take, walk through windshield,
complete canvas, CB enmpaxs,

1934 JrepJ29.*v ton. P/U. 4x4. ryl

ewarranty, w/hle lime rust prrwf-
ing. only 5.000 nil. cap sliding rear
windows. (<V hchts. brush guard,
AM/KM cassette stereo, heavy duty
equipntrr  throughout, locking
hubs. Li* or §OQ0 Will sell for
114.500.71)6452

1978 Jeep Cherokee, 4x4 789 9393
evenings.
1975 Dodge 2 lon stake. Ex cond.

................................. ui 0 iimij_g*»ivm
«UTtH  «f<l I||UOJ 0011 le) fpd eu tJ Moun ui'u .qoe*
»M| 10 lu'H Tlut afrq/rl fI«J£ Iraq wnnqn
Teou»f Jeau MI- *ue™ *roprixg txn/or?l poox-aoasvw .

XA uiooifMg C paMtrunufl * *3ru *noq td« RR 1 jnqruiM

ZCV>MII*D uigJiri
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27. Autoi for Sale .
T-.]

SUfiIAHU wgn 1973, fml whldr.5
gd w/4 Itd tire & runs 12100

VI rra rare jew»*. vu-w lut
with access for building J35.000
Kirsten 364-1176 or HOME TEAM
5362500

Haines 2 foil in Mud Bay aira
36 45 ar Hard frontage w ra-
dllrnl sie» Terms avail B&ﬁ
Vo<V, Akr<3] HWUH) J22

THANE HOAD uphill lot. 211
a«rcs One <fJuneiu s better hra-
turns An excellent prim at WOCO

1981 VW Rabbit, for sale Low
mileage, no rust, rum well. 13550
586-1058

1983 Ford llrop.ro. Very clean nnt
pro-f. cold weather package. 111.-
on 789-7869,

Nova Renovated 41W0 miH 12f -

04 OUY) 5162768 ovm/785 204 OME TEAM 596 770
* / 789 9(419 ji-.X.
T ogel 769 % M-XVE | ET 5 MAKE A DEAL' We have

targe tuts near town for tale or
trade If you have a ear. boat, or
whatever, bring it in and lets
tinker We pr-tft ly sell the land
Ilirsr are rhoiip building sites,

19820hls Lowmihs 57*>284t

1583 Firehird TransArn good rundi-
linn  An awesome dnsiuf m.itlune

A

Peu;son?blf)e(toff;?"afte:l-g'(g?rz 7% more than an are. mth larg*- irrc<

103 and imrediblr vow* (.all Ohm
. Manly Iteallors Inr 79 ir<A

1931 Audi 5000 llo-srl 4 Dr. 5 .

xpHxti. low nnliMgr Ext client con-  For Sale: a*res of mineral

dition jP.or.VtfafierS claim igoldi 14135

GOODIlUY: ISM Ford Granada. 4 HMI. I'HOPr.ilTv. ALONG THE

tmr A/T. P/D. P/S G« condi- DDEGLAS ~ HIGHWAY Hraih

tion. low mitcafx, snow tirrx 780- Side hc.iuhfu!

view SLAHDAHD 5*6 2266

CIILKAT LAKE f¥ow is the tin.e
to buy yoursell that spxsixl
Getaway -pot* We have seven!
propertim available whirh olhr a
view, that pnvare spjrr, and OW

6912after6pm nrwexkends

1581 W pitkup dirvcl with Gem
Top. four mounted xnow tirrx Call
789 0259 evenings and weekends

1930 Honda Accord, excellent eon

MOW LEASING

CLASS A COMMERCIAL SPACE
(Rolail, Profejilonal)
8585 Old Dairy Road

— 19,000 sq, FI. '

— Fixed Rale leases

E3

For Complete Details
Coll Alan lolliam—

“586-2896™
789-1366

— Ulililies Included im. iiCoi.ii

-



