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M E M O R A N D U M

T O N i i l o  K o p o n e n ,  C o - C h a i r m a n  
M a x  G r u e n b e r g ,  C o - C h a i r m a n
H o u s e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
C o m m i t t e e

FROM: J a n  Faiks, S e n a t

S U B J E C T :  S e n a t e  C o n c u r r e n t  [Resolution 13 - R e l a t i n g  to
I n f a n t  L e a r n i n g  P r o g r a m s

C S S C R  13 (HESS) has b e e n  r e f e r r e d  to y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  I 
a p p r e c i a t e  the c o m m i t t e e ' s  p r o m p t  s c h e d u l i n g  of  the m e a n s u r e .

T h e  t h r u s t  o f  the r e s o l u t i o n  is to e x a m i n e  o t h e r  m e t h o d s  o f  
f u n d i n g  the i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m .  C u r r e n t l y  the D e p a r t­
m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e s  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  
a g r a n t  p r o g r a m .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  the l e v e l  o f  f u n d i n g  has 
n e v e r  k e p t  u p  w i t h  the n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  in n e e d  o f  s e r v i c e s  
( c u r r e n t l y  at l e a s t  121 c h i l d r e n  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  as e l i g i b l e  
b u t  r e m a i n  u n s e r v e d  d u e  to l a c k  o f  p r o g r a m  f u n d s ) .

O n e  o p t i o n  for f u n d i n g  c o u l d  be i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  the i n f a n t  
l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  i n t o  the s c h o o l  f o u n d a t i o n  formula; s i m i l a r  
to the m a n n e r  in w h i c h  the s t a t e  c u r r e n t l y  f unds s p e cial 
e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  m a d e  by  the G o v e r n o r ' s  
C o u n c i l  for the G i f t e d  a n d  H a n d i c a p p e d  a l s o  s u g g e s t  a s i m i l a r  
a p p r o a c h  b y  a m e n d i n g  the s t a t u t e s  to p r o v i d e  $3700 p e r  c h i l d  
for e a c h  e n r o l l e d  in a n  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m .  I am 
h o p e f u l  the G o v e r n o r ' s  C o u n c i l ' s  i n t e n t  is t h e  same as th a t  
r e f l e c t e d  in S C R  13.

In o r d e r  to a c h i e v e  the g o a l  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a d e q u a t e  funding, 
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  d i r e c t s  the D e p a r t m e n t s  of  E d u c a t i o n  and 
H e a l t h  a n d  Soc al S e r v i c e s  to w o r k  t o g e t h e r  to e x p l o r e  the 
idea. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  are a s k e d  to r e p o r t  its f i n d i n g s  to 
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  n e x t  J a n u a r y .



S e v e r a l  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  the i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  h a v e  a s k e d  
if the r e s o l u t i o n  r e f l e c t s  an e f f o r t  to p l a c e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
for the i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
E d u c a t i o n .  I w a n t  to a s s u r e  the H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  it is not m y  
i n t e n t  to m a k e  s u c h  an i m p o r t a n t  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n  p r i o r  to the 
d e p a r t m e n t s '  d i s c u s s i o n s .  T.\e D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  and 
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  is d o i n g  an e x c e l l e n t  job in p r o v i d i n g  the 
n e c e s s a r y  s e r v i c e s  on a l i m i t e d  b u d g e t  a n d  I w o u l d  n o t  w a n t  
to d o  a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  m a y  j e o p a r d i z e  the q u a l i t y  of  service.
It is m y  hope, h o w e v e r ,  the d e p a r t m e n t s  w i l l  e x p l o r e  h o w  the 
h o m e - b a s e d  p r o g r a m  a p p r o a c h  c a n  be  m a i n t a i n e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  the 
f u n d i n g  m e c h a n i s m  m a y  be  r e s t r u c t u r e d .

I h a v e  t a k e n  the l i b e r t y  o f  a t t a c h i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the 
i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  c o n t a i n e d  in the G o v e r n o r ' s  C o u n c i l  
r e p o r t  to t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  and by P r o t e c t i o n  a n d  A d v o c a c y  of 
the D e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  D i s a b l e d .

If I c a n  p r o v i d e  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  let me 
k n o w .



I N F A N T  L E A R N I N G  P R O G R A M S

The  h i s t o r y  n f  A l a s k a ' s  In f a n t  L e a r n i n g  P r o g r a m s  i s  
b r i e f  b u t  d r am a t i c .  It d em o n s t r a t e s  w e l l - p l a c ed  c on c e rn  on 
t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  id en t i f i c a t io n  and  t re a tm en t  o f  c h i l d r e n  
w i t h  h a n d i c a p p in g  co n d i t io n s .  It means  th a t  c h i l d r e n  born  
w i th  impa i rmen t s  o r  h i g h  r i s k  o f  im pa i rm en t s  d ue  to e n ­
v i r o n m e n t a l ,  b io - so c i a l  o r  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  can  now r e c e iv e  
s e r v i c e s  w h ic h  wi l l  e n co u r a g e  t h e i r  mental  a n d  p h y s i c a l  
deve lopmen t  to minimize l o n g - t e rm  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  h a n d i c a p ­
p in g  c o n d i t io n s .  It a l so  d em o n s t r a t e s  the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in 
est ,  b l i s h i n g  a s t a b l e  f u n d i n g  b a s e  fo r  a p ro g r am  h e a v i l y  
impacted  h v  the  h i g h  r a t e  o f  s t a t e w id e  popu la t ion  g r o w th

A . 5 .  4 7 . 2 0  w a s  amended  b y  the L e g i s l a t u r e  in 1979  to 
a u t h o r i z e  the  Depar tm en t  o f  Health and  Socia l  S e r v i c e s  to 
p ro v id e  s u p p o r t  to local g r o u p s  p r o v id i n g  deve lopmen ta l  
s e r v i c e s  to c h i l d r e n  w i th  h a n d i c a p s  from b i r t h  to a g e  t h r o e . 
A f t e r  a g e  t h r e e ,  t h e y  become e l i g i b l e  u n d e r  A . S .  1 4 . 1 8  to 
e n t e r  local schoo l d i s t r i c t  s p e c i a l  educa t ion  p r o g r a m s .

i n f a n t l e a r n i n c  p r o c r a m s  i n f a n t l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m s
Ch t I dr an Enrol I od» (F">8-F84 I B of CommunUloa Sarvod (F78-

"I  w i s h  to c o n g r a t ­
u l a te  the  D e p a r t ­
ment  a nd  the  L e g i s ­
l a t u r e  fo r  y o u r  
c a r e f u l  s p o n s o r s h i p  
o f  t h i s  i n c r e d i b l y  
v a l u a b l e  p ro g r am   ̂
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e . "  }

U rban  Mayor

"T h e  p ro g ram  i s  a 
c r ed i t  to A la s k a  fo r 
meet ing  h and i c ap p ed  
c h i l d r e n ' s  n e e d s .  
C u r  fami ly  i s  g r a t e -

BO

-F8S) ful fo r  the  v a l u a b l e  
  k n o w led g e  and
u  s u p p o r t  the  p r o -
/  g r am  h a s  s u p p l i e d . "

F am i ly ,  T ' t k a
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T h r e e  f a c t o r s ,  c i t ed  b y  Smith  and  S t r a i n  (N IE  D i g e s t ,  
1 9 8 4 )  a r e  p r e s e n t  in e f f e c t i v e  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p ro g r a m s  
s t u d i e d  n a t i o nw id e .  T h e s e  in c lu d e  the  a g e  o f  t h e  ch i ld  a t  
the  time o f  i n t e r v e n t io n  ( t h e  e a r l i e r  th e  b e t t e r ) , p a r e n t  
in vo lv em en t  ( p a r e n t s  need  the  s u p p o r t  a n d  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  
to cope w i th  t h e i r  c h i l d ' s  s p e c i a l  needs ) ,  a nd  the  amount  o f  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  the  p ro g r am  model ( f r e q u e n c y , i n t e n s i t y ,  d e ­
g r e e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  c l a r i t y  o f  o b j e c t i v e s ) .

Key l a n g u a g e  in A . S .  4 7 . 2 0  r e q u i r e s  i n vo lv em en t  o f  
p a r e n t s  in t h e  educa t ion  and  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e i r  y o u n g  chi  I 
d r e n  a n d ,  to th e  maximum e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  f o c u s e s  on the  
fami ly  home a s  the  c h i l d ' s  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t . S e r v i c e s  
a r e  t h e r e f o r e  p ro v id ed  b y  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  t e a c h e r s  o r  ch i ld  
d eve lopm en t  s o e c i a l i s t s  w i t h  b a c k g r o u n d s  in t e a c h i n g ,  
n u r s i n g  or  t h e r a p e u t i c  s e r v i c e s .  T h e s e  s p e c i a l i s t s  p ro v id e  
a s s i s t a n c e  to p a r e n t s ,  t h u s  r e i n f o r c i n g  the  role ot the 
p a r e n t  a s  t h e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  f a c to r  in t h e  c h i l d ' s  g r o w th  
and  d ev e lopm en t .  In u r b a n  a r e a s  w e ek l y  v i s i t s  a r e  made to 
the  ch i ld  a nd  p a r e n t s  in t h e i r  own home. T h e s e  may be 
a u gm en ted  b y  s e s s i o n s  in a c e n t e r  w h e r e  a g r o u p  o f  c h i l ­
d r e n  and  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  r e c e iv e  s e r v i c e s .  In r u r a l  a r e a s ,  
hOTne t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  a r e  p ro v id e d  e v e r y  two w e e k s  o r  
once a mon th ,  s upp lem en ted  b y  w e e k l y  v i s i t s  o f  v i l l a g e  
t e a ch e r  a id e s  in p ro g r am s  at  Nome, B e t h e l ,  McGrath  and  
Ko tzebueT I

Lo n g i t ud in a l  s t u d i e s  o f  s u c h  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  r ep ea ted ly  
dem on s t r a t e d  th a t  e a r l y  id en t i f i c a t io n  and  sp e c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
p ay o f f  in r e d u c in g  the need  fo r s p e c ia l  educa t io n  s e r v i c e s  
and  l i f e - l o n g  d ep e n d en cy  on p ub l i c  s e r v i c e s . T h e  e a r l i e r  
i n t e r v e n t io n  b e g i n s  the  lower the  l i f e - l o n g  cost  o f  s p e c i a l  
s e r v i c e s .  Total  c o s t  o f  s p e c i a l  educa t ion  s e r v i c e s  may be 
r e du c ed  b y  25% i f  s e r v i c e s  b e g i n  a t  b i r t h  a s  compared  w i th  
a g e  5 b e c a u s e  o f  the  remed ia t ion  a nd  p r e v en t io n  o f  d e v e lo p ­
mental  p rob lem s  w h ic h  wou ld  o t h e rw i s e  r e q u i r e  more spec ia l  
s e r v i c e s  l a t e r  (Wood, 1 9 8 1 ) .  For e v e r y  do l l a r  s p e n t  on 
e a r l y  t r e a tm en t  the  S t a t e  o f  T e n n e s s e e  c a l c u l a t e s  $ 7 . 0 0  in 
s a v i n g s  w i t h in  36 month s  ( S n i d e r  et a l ,  1 9 7 4 ) .  Many 
A la s k a n  c h i l d r e n  w i th  s p e e c h ,  l a n g u a g e  and  g e n e r a l  d e v e l ­
opmenta l  d e l a y s ,  who h a v e  been  s e r v e d  in t n c  l a s t  fou r  
y e a r s ,  h a v e  not r e q u i r e d  sp ec ia l  educa t ion  s e r v i c e s  upon 
e n t r y  to p u b l i c  s c h o o l .  O th e r s  w i th  more s e r i o u s  h a n d i c a p ­
p in g  cond i t io n s  can  b e g i n  p u b l i c  s p e c i a l  educa t ion  p ro g r am s  
p rom pt ly  at  a g e  t h r e e ,  t h e r e b y  s a v i n g  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  
w h a t  wou ld  o t h e rw i s e  h a v e  been  lo s t  time in t h e i r  e d u c a ­
t iona l  p r o c e s s .

Thm 1980 0 - 2  popu la t ion  w a s  e s t im a ted  at 2 4 , 4 6 1  w i th  
732 o r  a minimum o f  th r e e  p e r  c en t  u r b a n  and  s e v e n  p e r  
c en t  o f  r u r a l  c h i l d r e n  e s t im a ted  to be " a t  r i s k "  o f  h a v i n g  
deve lopmen ta l  d e l a y s  o r  h a n d i c a p p in g  cond i t io n s  r e q u i r i n g  
e a r l y  i n t e r v e n t io n  s e r v i c e s .  The  1985 0 - 2  popu la t ion  i s

"S o  many p a r e n t s  o f  
h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l ­
d r e n  a r e  a t  a l o s s .  
I'm h a p p y  to s a y  
t h a t  w e ' v e  n e v e r  
had  t h a t  ' e x p ed i ­
e n c e .  T he  p rog ram  
h e lp s  s u p p l y  tha t  
c o n s t a n t  need  for 
emotional  s u p p o r t . "

Mothe r ,  P e t e r s b u r g

"I  am c e r t a i n  tha t  
o t h e r  p h y s i c i a n s  
s h a r e  my op in ion  a s  
to the  v a lu e  o f  the  
p ro g r a m .  E v e r y  
do l l a r  a l lo ca ted  to 
t h i s  p ro g r am  i s  a 
w o r th w h i l e  i n v e s t ­
m en t . "

P e d i a t r i c i a n ,
K e t c h i k a n

"I d i r e c t l y  s e c  the  
b en e f i c i a l  r e s u l t s  to 
t roub led  f a m i l i e s . "

Socia l
B a r r o w

W orke r ,
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e s t im a ted  a t  3 3 , 1 5 0 .  T he  t a r g e t  popu la t ion  fo r i n f a n t  
l e a r n in g  p r o g r a m s  i s  now 1 , 1 1 1  c h i l d r e n .

T h i s  popu la t ion  i n c r e a s e  s e v e r e l y  impac t s  the  r e s o u r c e s  
o f  an  a l r e a d y  u n d e r f u n d e d  p ro g r am  s t r u g g l i n g  to meet 
n e ed s  o f  t ho se  c h i ld r e n  and  f am i l i e s  a l r e a d y  b e in g  s f v e d .  
In o th e r  w o r d s ,  i t ' s  im po s s ib le  to p ro v id e  l e s s  than  ma in te ­
n a n c e  f u n d i n g  to a p ro g r am  h e g u n  on ly  s e v e n  y e a r s  a g o ,  
w h i c h  h a s  not y e t  been  a d e q u a t e l y  f u n d e d ,  and  e x p e c t  
p ro g r am  q u a l i t y  and  r e s u l t s  to remain h i g h .  Due to the  
i n c r e a s i n g  demand for s e r v i c e  bnd  re duced  amount  o f  f e d e r ­
al P . L .  8 9 - 3 1 3  f u n d i n g  a v a i l a b l e  in F 8 5 ,  the  e s t ima ted  
f u n d in g  p e r  ch i ld  wi l l  be  be low $ 2 , 0 0 0 .  Fu l l  s e r v i c e  wou ld  
c o s t  $ 3 , 7 0 0  p e r  c h i l d .

C u r r e n t  w a i t in g  l i s t s  o f  i d e n t i f ied  c h i l d r e n  in c lude :

A ncho ra g e 33
Be the l 37
S ew a rd 9
M at -Su in

*Va ldez 2
* Cordova 3
*A leu t i a n s 4

~ * T a n a n a  C h i e f s  Reg ion 13

TOTAL Wait ing  L i s t 121

* C h i ld r e n  id en t i f i ed  b y  m ed ic a l / he a l th  p e r so n n e l  in 
a r e a s  w h e re  no c h i ld  f ind  o r  s c r e e n i n g  h a s  oeen done 
to i d e n t i f y  othe: c h i l d r e n  n e ed in g  s e r v i c e .

Each  c , . y ,  w e e k ,  month o r  y e a r  th a t  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  in 
need  o f  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p ro g r am  s e r v i c e s  wa i t  fo r  s e r v i c e s  
wi l l  r e s u l t  in much more long term s t a t e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  t han  
i f  the s t a t e  p r o v id e d  the  needed  f u n d in g  now .

INFANT I. EARN INC I'ROCKAMS

"I  en ro l l ed  my 
d a u g h t e r  l a s t  y e a r  
and  I am p roud  to 
s a y  t h i s  w a s  one o f  
the  b e s t  d e c i s i o n s  I 
h a v e  made.  She  
s p e n t  h e r  f i r s t  f i v e  
w e e k s  in the  h o sp i ­
ta l in A n ch o r a g e ,  
and  I w a s  not ab ie  
to s t a y  w i th  h e r  so 
! d i d n ' t  know wha t  
to e x p e c t .  The  
p ro g r am  he lped  me 
to u n d e r s t a n d  the 
e x t r a  c a r e  and  
a t t en t ion  s h e  wou ld 
n e e d . "

Mother ,  Nome

F78 F79 F80 F81 F82 FR3 F84 F85
Number of Children 
Enrolled During Year 78 141 259 396 526 691 793 890*

Number of Programs 6 8 12 15 18 18 1.9 19
Number of Communities 6 8 15 25 40 53 64 74

Number of Horn" V is its 4,278 5,710 7,233 7,460

Hours of Home Training 8,300 13,684 33,827 16,175

Number of Teachers 20 27 26 31 34

COST PER CHILD 1.153 2,312 1,294 1,533 2,787 1,900 2,535 2,125*
TOTAL COST (in thousands) 89.9 326.0 335.2 607.1 1,465.9 1,313.0 2,010.7 1,891.8

*Estlmated numb*, of enrollments for F85, based on r a t io  of Increases during previous years.
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S e r v i c e  to t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e i r  f am i l i e s  p lu s  i n ­
c r e a s i n g  the f r e q u e n c y  of home v i s i t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  
on ly  b e in g  seen  month ly  or  e v e r y  two m o n th s ,  b u t  who 
need  to be  s een  w e e k l y ,  wou ld  r e q u i r e  an  a dd i t io n a l  f o u r ­
teen t e a c h e r s  s t a t e w id e  p l u s  a nu m be r  o f  a id e s  to a s s i s t  in 
sm a l l ,  remote v i l l a g e s .

O ver  60% o r  abou t  500 c h i l d r e n  en ro l le d  in i n f a n t  
l e a r n i n g  r e q u i r e  m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  e v a l u a t i o n s  or 
r e - e v a l u a t i o n s  a s  well  a s  s p e c i a l i z e d  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  s u c h  
a s  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  o r  s p e e c h  t h e r a p y .  The  D iv i s io n  o f  
P ub l i c  Hea l th  h a s  de te rm ined  th a t  the  most e f f i c i e n t  w ay  to 
p ro v id e  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  a t the  r e q u i r e d  q u a l i t y  leve l  is~~to 
h a v e  a s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  team o f  p ed i a t r i c  s p e c i a l i s t s  in eacK 
o f  the  t h e r a p y  a r e a s  who can w o rk  t o g e t h e r  a~s e v a lu a t io n  
teams i n d i v i d u a l l y  to p ro v id e  a c tu a l  t h e r a p y  s e r v i c e s  to 
children~~enroTfed in t h e  local p r o g r a m s . P r i o r  to November 
1 9 8 4 ,  d i a g n o s t i c  e v a l u a t i o n s  o c cu r r e d  on ly  once  a y e a r  w i th  
e s s e n t i a l l y  no fo l l ow -up  s e r v i c e s  fo r  t h e s e  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
o r  o ccupa t iona l  t h e r a p y  n e ed s  u n l e s s  t h i s  w a s  the  p r o f e s ­
s iona l  s p e c i a l t y  o f  the  In fan t  l e a r n i n g  t e a c h e r .  T h e  new 
s u p p o r t  p ro g r am  p l a n ,  d u e  to l imited F85 f u n d i n g ,  wil l
s e r v e  on ly  s e v e n  or the n in e te en  p r o g r a m s  s t a t e v - i d e .

Other  unmet p ro g r am  n e e d s  in c lu de :  t r a i n i n g  for
g r o u p s  o f  p a r e n t s ,  fami ly  c o u n s e l i n g ,  c h i ld  o r i en ted  a c t i v i t y  
g r o u p s ,  t e a ch e r  and  a ide  t r a i n i n g ,  and* o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 
o b s e r v e  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  ̂ FV86 b u d g e t  r e q u e s t  l e v e l s  
( i n c r e a s e  o f  .03%) wi l l  r e s u l t  in ac tu a l  r educ t ion  o f  e x i s t i n g  
s e r v i c e s  in u r b a n  and  r u r a l  a r e a s .  It i s  a n t i c i p a t ed  th a t
few o f  t h e  121 i n f a n t s  on w a i t in g  l i s t s  wi l l  be s e r v e d  t h i s
y e a r .  An add i t iona l  100 c h i l d r e n  wi l l  be  add ed  to w a i t in g  
l i s t s  n e x t  y e a r  w i th  no hope o f  r e c e i v i n g  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  the  
F86  b u d g e t  a s  c u r r e n t l y  p ro p o s ed .

"My h u s b a n d  a n d  I 
h a v e  had  to dea l  
w i th  many people  in 
o r d e r  to he lp  o u r  
tw o - y e a r - o l d  d a u g h ­
t e r  w i th  c e r e b r a l  
p a l s y .  Home -ba sed  
t h e r a p y  wou ld  be  
v e r y  h e lp f u l .  Our 
d a u g h t e r  i s  a 
d i f f e r e n t  c h i ld  at 
home th an  s h e  i s  in 
s t r a n g e  p l a c e s .  
Home -ba sed  t h e r a p y  
wou ld  a l so  he lp  
ke ep  h e r  home 
a d a p t i v e  equ ipm en t  
c u r r e n t  w i th  her 
d e v e l o p m e n t s . "

P a r e n t s ,  A ncho ra g e

9



INFANT LEARNING PROGRAM ENROLLMENTS AND FUNDING

Region

Community/Area

Pop.

0-2

Est.

Need

PROGRAM ENROLLMENTS PROGRAM BUDGE! FUNDING

F82* F83* F84* FP4 F85 K

Juneau 23 29 31 64.4 71.7 75.3
Ketchikan 34 21 27 51.3 53,7 ! 60.0
Petersburg 13 13 14 21.1 25.3 27.4
Sitka 21 21 32 52.7 61.7 71.7

SOUTHEAST TOTAL 3,953 118 92 84 104 189.5 212.4 i 233.8

Aleutian Chain 0 0 0 0 0 0
Anchorage 133 196 220 287.0 351.0 532.6
Chugiak 20 45 65 91.1 108.0 245.2
Copper Center 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cordova 0 0 0 0 0 0
Homer 2 13 18 54.6 57.9 66.0
Kenai Area 18 24 35 70.3 89.8 129.0
Kodiak 12 12 15 31.0 45.2 52.9
Mat-Su Area 35 58 58 47.5 60.5 196.5

Valdez 0 0 0 0 0 0
North Pacific Rim 0 0 * 0 0 44.0
Seward 0 0 0 0 0 42.8

SOUTHCENTRAL TOTAL 20,813 624 220 348 411 581.5 712.4 1,309.0

Fairbanks 121 115 128 250.0 265.0 320.9
McGrath 0 0 5 54.6 69.9 85.5
Tanana Chiefs 18 34 0 0 0 0

Tanana 0 0 0 0 0 24.9

CENTRAL TOTAL 5,438 163 139 149 133 304.6 334.9 431.3

Dillingham Area 12 13 16 73.0 74.6 80..C

SOUTHWEST TOTAL 374 26 12 13 16 73.0 74.6 80.0

Bethel Area 43 47 54 153.1 181.5 330.8

WEST TOTAL 1,228 B6 43 47 54 153.1 181.5 330.8

Kotzebue 0 0 10 40.4 89.0 ' 40.4

Nome Area 16 38 54 177.0 177.0 187.6

NORTHWEST TOTAL 1,010 71 16 38 64 217.4 266.0 228.0

Barrow Area 9 14 21 64.9 75.4 82.0

NORTHERN TOTAL 334 23 9 14 21 . 64.9 75.4 82.0

Blind** 29 71 67 169.7 184.2 259.9
Deaf*** 25 25 39 83.6 84.0 130.0

PROGRAM TOTAL 54 96 106 253.3 268.2 389.9

TOTALS 33,150 1,111 585 787 899 1,837.3 2,125.4 3,084.8

Sources: 1. F84-86 Alaska State Plan of Services for Persons with Developmental
Disabilities and Other Substantial Handicaps

2. Department of Health & Social Services - Section on Family Health

3. Department of Community and Regional Affairs - "F85 Official 
Population for  Boroughs and Cities"

* Unduplicated Count
** R1ind/Visuallv Impaired Program

*** Deaf/Hearing Impaired Program

NOTE: Bush areas npod estimated at It. of 0-2 population hasi'd on utilization
and waiting list data. Urban areas estimated at .IT.
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INFANT LEARNING PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS

U« * i • -
h r

V  •' f.

Fund the In f a n t  L e a r n i n g  P r o g r a m  at a base r ate o f  $ 3 , 3 3 0 , 0 0 0  i V. *

$3 , 7 0 0  per c h i l d  (900 c h i ldren) in F86 to: -E p

■ • . • ■ • iji a  ;
a. c o n t i n u e  c u r r e n t  s e r vices; *V1. i r

b. s e r v e  c h i l d r e n  on w a i t i n g  lists (121); . j: i

c. s e r v e n e w  c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  in F86 (200-300); •

d. p r o v i d e  t r ai n i n g  to pers on n e l ;  ' . i ? s

e. p r o v i d e  s p e c i a l i z e d  e v a l u a t i o n  and t h e r a p y

ser v i c e s.  1 ■ i

A mend A.S. 4 7 . 2 0  to include $ 3, 7 0 0  per c h i l d  as a u ni t  . .. j.

value f o r  e ach c h i l d  e n r o l l e d  in i n f a n t  l e ar n i n g  i

st a r t i n g  in F87, w i t h  an a u t o m a t i c  a d j u s t m e n t  fo r the 

c o s t  o f  living i ncreases vn e n s u i n g  years.
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F86 R e c o m m e n d e d  ' $ 3 , 3 3 0 , 0 0 0

G o v e r n o r ' s  P ro p o s e d  B u d g e t  $ 2 , 0 4 1 , 9 0 0  . „
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RECEIVED MAR 1 2  198 5
1

P R O T E i T IO N  AN I) ADVOCACY FOR T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T A L L Y  D ISA B L E D
M A I N  OFFICE 
325 East 3rd. 2nd Floor 
Anchorage, A K  99502 
(907) 274-3658

S O U T H E A S T  
R E G I O N A L  OFFICE 
127 S. Franklin, Suite 2 
Juneau, A K  99801 
(907) 586-1627

N O R T H E R N  
R E G I O N A L  OFFICE 
763 7th Ave. 
Fairbanks, A K  99701 
(907) 456-1070

Sena to r Jan Fa iks
Pouch V -r.M
M a il S top 3100 
Juneau, A la ska 99811

We subm it t h is  in fo rm a t io n  in  an e f f o r t  to  h e lp you p repa re fo r the 
HESS F inance Sub-Comm ittee m ee ting on Thu rsday , March 14 when the 
Sub-Comm ittee rev iew s H e a lth  G ran ts and the In fa n t L e a rn in g Programs 
G ran t BRU.

Q. Why do In fa n t L e a rn in g Programs use the e d u c a t io n a l model ra th e r 
than a m ed ica l model?

March 11, 1985

Dear S ena to r F a ik s :

T h is l e t t e r  is  to  p ro v id e  you more in fo rm a t io n  re g a rd in g  answers to  
q u e s tio n s you may h a v e  °b o u t l i , f a n t L e a rn in g Programs.

The purpose and method fo r In fa n t L e a rn in g Programs was e s ta b lis h e d  
by the L e g is la tu re  in  1978 by e n a c tin g  AS 47 .2 0 .0 0 5 . ILP p ro v id e s 
s e rv ic e s u s in g a t r a n s d is c ip l in a r y  e d u c a t io n a l model w h ich : a l l s  fo r 
c o o rd in a te d  sr ic e s between a l l  m e d ic a l, e d u c a t io n a l, and s o c ia l 
agenc ie s s e r . in g  the fa m ily . G oa l: P a ren t is  the p r im a ry f a c i l l i t a t o r
( te a c h e r / im p a c t ) on the c h i ld 's  deve lopm en t. Pa ren t is  ta u g h t by ILP 
Program S ta f f to  conduc t th e ra p y and de a l w ith  the deve lo pm en ta l needs 
o f the c h i ld . S e rv ic e s a re home-based in  accordance w ith  above men­
t io n e d  s ta c u te . C u rre n t re sea rch in d ic a te s  home-based s e rv ic e s to  
in f a n t ,  and c h i ld r e n  to  age 3 is  s ig n i f i c a n t l y  more e f fe c t i v e  than 
ce n te r-b a s e d .

.

jflii ■■ -

Q. What degree o f t r a in in g  is  re q u ire d  f o r  ILP pe rsonne l?

";.Wi
A. ILP " te a c h " programs a re s ta f fe d  by s p e c ia l is t s  in  the f i e l d  o f C h ild  v-Ji 

Enve lopm ent, Abnormal Deve lopment, Sensory Im pa irm en t, M u lt i-h a n d ic a p p e d  
E du ca tio n and F ie ld s  o f P e d ia t r ic  The rapy .

ILP c o n s u lts  d i r e c t l y  w ith  the c h i l d 's  p r i r  , r y  p h y s ic ia n  and C h ild  
Development S e rv ic e s P h y s ic ia n C o o rd in a to r .



Q. How o f te n  do fa m il ie s  re c e iv e  s e rv ic e s from  ILP?

A. C h ild re n  a re seen on a week ly b a s is fo r 1-2 hours because when
p a re n ts a re p rim a ry f a c i l l i t a t o r s  (Sec . 4 7 .2 0 .0 0 5 / they do n o t need 
more fre q u e n t s e rv ic e s .

S ta te w id e , th e re a re a t le a s t 121 c h i ld r e n  who a re on w a it in g  l i s t s  
fo r  ILP . They a re p r io r i t i z e d  a c c o rd in g  to  s e v e r i t y  o f need and the 
w a it in g  l i s t  is  by-passed fo r those need ing th e ra p y .

Q. Why is  t h is  s e rv ic e  p ro v id e d i t  no co s t to  fa m il ie s ?
| . ; i I • i . t '•«!

A. ILP S e rv ic e s a re fre e  to  a l l  a c c o rd in g to  DHSS R e g u la t io n  7 AAC 23.090
• ' I

The ra t io n a le  fo r p ro v id in g  these s e rv ic e s a t no co s t to  the fa m il ie s  
is  to  in v o lv e  these c h i ld r e n  as soon as p o s s ib le  once a r e f e r r a l is  
made. In  the lo n g ru n , t h is  reduces the c o s t to  the p u b l ic  as s tu d ie s  
show money spen t on e a r ly  d ia g n o s is and tre a tm e n t reduces the coa t o f 
mandato ry s p e c ia l e d u c a tio n programs p ro v id e d by the schoo ls in  A laska 
when the c h i ld  tu rn s age 3.

Some fa m il ie s  may n o t a p p ly t h e i r  re so u rce s to  o b ta in  an e v a lu a t io n  
th e c h i ld  becomes o b v io u s ly  d i f f e r e n t from o th e r c h i ld r e n  o f the same 
age. T h is lo s t tim e o f te n  r e s u l t s  In the need fo r a d d i t io n a l s e rv ic e s

_  p ro v id e d by schoo l d i s t r i c t s .  1 I
, " i •;i 7 I 1 ’■ -V. ' ‘|'

ILP s e rv ic e s a re o rg an ize d and co o rd in a te d  unde r the In d iv id u a l Edu­
c a t io n  Program method mandated fo r S p e c ia l E duca tio n S e rv ic e s 3 -21 .
I t  b r in g s a l l  p la n s to g e th e r and makes a l l  s p e c ia l is t s  a ccoun ta b le to  
th e fa m ily . I t  teaches p a re n ts to  advoca te fo r t h e i r  c h i l d 's  d e ve lo p ­
m en ta l needs and p repa res the fa m ily  fo r  the c h i l d 's  t r a n s i t i o n  in t o  
th e p u b l ic  schoo l system .

Q. What abou t chang ing fees fo r s e rv ic e s on a s l id in g  sca le?
»-

A. I t  is  e s tim a te d by te a che rs o f IL P 's  th a t a s ig n i f i c a n t p o r t io n  o f 
the fa m i l ie s  th e y se rve f a l l  be low minimum income g u id e lin e s  e s ta b ­
l is h e d  fo r o th e r p u b l ic  b e n e f i t s . To e s ta b l is h  a ju s t i f i a b l e  s l id in g  
sca le and make c o l le c t io n s  would add in d i r e c t a d m in is t i t iv e  co s ts to  
th e program and a c tu a l ly  reduce th e amount a v a i la b le  fo r d i r e c t s e r -

\jy v ic e s  to  these fa m i l ie s .
•» .< 5| '  «> '  • • '  1 ; ■ j . - . i

1 • t

P lease c o n s id e r s u p p o r t in g  in c re a sed fu n d in g  fo r In fa n t L e a rn in g Programs 
reach unserved areas o f the s ta te  and keep pace w ith  the

. • .i i
. .1 ' - • • . : . .1 ’' , 1 ■ y. '' . . *
I f  we can answer any q u e s tio n s you may have c a l l us a t 274-

' .i i . ■

F. Maltman 
E xe c u tiv e D ir e c to r

DFM:bk
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H E A L T H , E D U C A T I O N  A N D  

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  on S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  h a s  h a d  C S S C R  1 3 ( H E S S )

R e l a t i n g  to i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m s .

u nder consideration ind recommends:

[ ] d o  p a s s  [ ] d o  n o t  p a s s

( ] d o  p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t s ( s )

[ ] s a m e  t i t l e

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  C S  f o r  [ ] n e w  t i t l e

a n d  r e c o m m e n d s  ________________ _____________

[ ] A N D  a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t "  [ ] N e w  F i s c a l  N o t e

„ [ ] Zero Fiscal Note Attached
[ v  ] reports it back withoud:, recornmendation

[ ] r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  _____________________________________________________ C o m m i t t e e
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