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C E N T R A L  C O U N C I L  

tlinqit a n 6  h a i O a  Indian t a m e s  o f  a U s k a  

3 2 0  W e s t  W i l l o u g h b y  A v e n u e  • Su i t e  3 0 0  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

o f  T l i n g i t  a n d  H a i d a  I n d i a n  T r i b e s  of 

A l a s k a  o p p o s e s  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 2 7  a n d  all o t h e r  c u r r e n t  b i l l s  

r e l a t i  g to t h e  l i c e n s u r e  of s o c i a l  u o r k e r s .

S B  2 2 7 ,  in l i g h t  of p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  c l e a r l y  d i s c r i m i ­

n a t e s  a g a i n s t  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  a n d  t r i b a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

F I R S T :  T h e r e  is no M S U  p r o g r a m  in t h e  s t a t e  of A l a s k a .

M a s t e r  u o r k e r s  u o u l d  e i t h e r  h a v e  to b e  " i m p o r t e d "  f r o m  

o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e  or t h o s e  A l a s k a  c i t i z e n s  i n t e r e s t e d  in 

o b t a i n i n g  a m a s t e r s  l i c e n s e  u o u l d  h a v e  t o  h a v e  t h e

u h e r e u i t h a l  to t r a v e l  o u t s i d e ,  p a y  t u i t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  

e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  t u o  y e a r s  

u h i l e  o b t a i n i n g  t h e i r  M S U  d e g r e e .

Y e a r  in a n d  y e a r  o u t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of F a m i l y  a n d  Y o u t h

S e r v i c e s  h a s  h a d  n o  T l i n g i t  or H a i d a  s o c i a l  u o r k e r  in

S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a .  T h i s  b i l l ,  if p a s s e d ,  u o u l d  m o s t  

c e r t a i n l y  a s s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  u o u l d  c o n t i n u e  i n t o  t h e  

f o r s e e a b l e  f u t u r e .

^ i f t y  p e r c e n t  of t h e  c h i l d r e n  in c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a r e  

A l a s k a  N a t i v e .  S i x t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  of t h e  c h i l d r e n  p l a c e d  

o u t s i d e  t h e i r  h o m e s  in S E  A l a s k a  a r e  N a t i v e .

S E C O N D :  T h e  g r a n d f a t  h e r i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  bil l  u i l l

n ot h e l p  m o s t  of t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  u o r k e r s  n o u  p r a c t i c i n g  in 

s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s .  I' u i l l  t a k e  c a r e  of m o s t  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  

u o r k j r s  e m p l o y e d  by t h e  D i v i s o n  of F a m i l y  a n d  Y o u t h  

S e r v i c e s ,  u h o  c a n  be p r o v i d e d  s u p e r v i s i o n  by p e r s o n n e l  

a l r e a d y  e l i g i b l e  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  ( M S U ' s ) .  M a n y  t r i b a l  

a g e n c i e s ,  t h r o u g h  ‘‘e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  c o n t r a c t s ,  n o u  p r o v i d e  

c u l t u r a l l y  r e l e v a n t  s e r v i c e s  u i t h  s u p e r v i s i o n  p r o v i d e d  by 

s t a f f  u h o  u o u l d  q q I  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  l i c e n s u r e .  Man'/ h i g h l y  

e f f e c t i v e  u o r k e r s  u o u l d  n o t  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

1 i c e n s u r e  E V E N  I F  A L I C E N S E D  S U P E R V I S O R  W E R E  A V A I L A B L E  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  n ot h a v e  a b a c h e l o r ’s d e g r e e  in a r e l a t e d  

f i e l d .  T h i s  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  in 

t h i s  u o r k  f o r  15 y e a r s  a n d  m o r e ,  p r o v i d i n g  e f f e c t i v e  

c u l t u r a l l y  r e l e v a n t  s o c i a l  u o r k  s e r v i c e s  to t h e i r  t r i b a l  

m e m b e r s .

T h e  i n s i d i o u s n e s s  of t h i s  bil l  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  

u o u l d n ’t s i m p l y  be d e n i e d  t h e  r i g h t  to b e  c a l l e d  S Q c i a l  

y o r k g r ,  if t h e y  t r i e d  to r e n d e r  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  to t h e i r  

p e o p l e  t h e y  c o u l d  be j a i l e d .

T h e  C e n t r a l  C o u n c i l

T E L E P H O N E :  9 0 7 /  5 8 6 - 1 4 3 2



T H I R D :  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of A l a s k a  N a t i v e  to

n o n - N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  in t h e  s e r v i c e  a r e a  is by f a r  t h e

highes,. in t h e  n a t i o n ,  no t r i b a l  e n t i t y  w a s  i n v o l v e d ,  or u a s

a s k e d  to be i n v o l v e d ,  in t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h i s  b i l l .  It 

is r e a s o n a b l e  to a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o m u l g a t e d  a n d  

t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h a t  u i l l  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  u i l l  h a v e  l i t t l e  

or n o  r e l e v a n c y  to t h e  c u l t u r e  u h i c h  u i l l  be t h e  d o m i n a n t  

r e c i p i e n t  of t h e s e  s e r v i c e s .  It is r e a s o n a b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e  

f r a m e r s  of t h i s  b i l l  g i v e  m o r e  c r e d e n c e  t o  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l s

of a r e c e n t  M S U  g r a d u a t e  of, s a y ,  a n  e a s t e r n  c o l l e g e  u h o  h a s  

n e v e r  l a i d  e y e s  on a n  E s k i m o ,  A l e u t  or A l a s k a n  I n d i a n  t h a n

to o n e  u h o  m a y  n o t  h a v e  t h e  d i p l o m a  but h a s  p r a c t i c e d  s o c i a l

u o r k  f o r  .15 y e a r s  u i t h i n  h i s  or h e r  c u l t u r e .

T h e  T l i n g i t  a n d  H a i d a  C e n t r a l  C o u n c i l  is n o t  o p p o s e d  to

p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m .  It c e r t a i n l y  h a s  no p r o b l e m  u i t h  e t h i c a l  

s t a n d a r d s .  T h e  C e n t r a l  C o u n c i l  s i m p l y  q u e s t i o n s  u h y  t h e  

A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of S o c i a l  

Uorktfr.w u i t h  m i n i m a l  N a t i v e  m e m b e r s h i p ;  h a s  a s s u m e d  t h e  

m a n t l e  of s t a n d a r d  settir, rule m a k i n g  all by i t s e l f .

T h e  C e n t r a l  C o u n c i l  h a s  s o m e  suggestiuns:
E s t a b l i s h  a n  M S U  p r o g r a m  i n  A l a s k a  a v a i l a b l e  to all 
A 1 a s k a n s .

H a v e  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  i n c l u d e  i n s t r u c t i o n  in t h e  A l a s k a  

N a t i v e  c u l t u r e s ,  m o r e s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s  as t h e y  a p p l y  to 

s o c i a l  u o r k  s e r v i c e  d e l i v e r y .

H a v e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  r e f l e c t  t h i s  c u l t u r a l  r e l e v a n c y .

P r o v i d e  f o r  g r a n d f a t  h e r i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  u h i c h  r e c o g n i z e  

c o m p e t e n c y  u i t h i n  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y ,  n o t  

j u s t  u i t h i n  t h e  d o m i n a n t  c u l t u r e .

A n d  n e x t  t i m e  i n v o l v e  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  c o m m u n i t y  in 

t h e  p l a n n i n g .

A s  it n o u  s t a n d s ,  t h i s  is a v e r y  d i s c i m i n a t o r y  b i l l .
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WORK DRAFT W O R K  D R A F T

Cramer " 
3/26/86

Original sponsor: Fahrenkamp by request

BY THE HEALTH, E D U CATION AND 
IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

HOUSE C'J FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 227 (HESS)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALAS K A

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "Au Act relating to the practice of social w o r k  and

establishing the Board of Social W o r k e r  Examiners;

and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Sec cion 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to assure the consu­

mer that persons providing services under "he title "social worker" have 

completed professional social w o r k  education or training, adhere to a code 

of professional ethics, and are subject to licensure by the Board of Social 

W o r k  Examiners.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.01.010 is amended by adding a n e w  paragraph to read:

(25) Board of Social Worker Examiners (AS 08.87.010).

* Sec. 3. AS 08.03.010(c) is amended by adding a n e w  paragraph to read:

(21) Board of Social Wor k e r  Examiners (AS 08.87.010) --

June 30, 1990.

* Sec. A. \S 08 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

CHAPTER 87. SOCIAL WORKERS.

ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF SOCIAL WORKER EXAMINERS .

Sec. 08.87.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF BOARD. There is 

created a Board of Social Worker Examiners consisting of five members, 

including three licensed master social workers, one of w h o m  is li­

censed as an independent social worker, one licensed bachelor social 

worker, an. one public member. The public member m a y  not be licensed 

as a social worker, employed by a licensed social worker, or have a 

financial interest in the social work profession. To the extent

- 1 -  H C S  C S S B  2 2 7 ( H E S S )



W Q R K  D R A F T W O R K  D R A F f W O R K  D R A F T

possible members shall be appointed from different geographic regions 

of the state. A member who has served two successive full terms may 

not be reappointed until four years after the expiration of the second 

term.

Sec. 08.87.020. TERM OF OFFICE. Each member of the board serves 

for a term of four years and until the member's successor is appointed 

and qualified. An appointment to a vacancy is for the u n e xpired term.

Sec. 08.87.030. BOARD MEETINGS. The board shall meet at least 

once a year.

Sec. 08.87.040. ELECT I O N  OF OFFICERS. The bo a r d  shall elect

from among its members a chairperson and a secretary. Officers serve 

for a term not exceeding two years.

Sec. 08.87.050. REMOVAL OF BOARD MEMBERS. The governor may 

remove a member of the board for cause. Unexcused absences from

meetings are cause for removal as determined by the board.

Sec. 08.87.060. PER DIEM A N D  TRAVEL. Board members receive no 

compensation but are entitled to per diem and travel expenses aut h o r­

ized for members of boards and commissions under AS 39.20.180.

Sec. 08.87.070. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD. The board shall

(1) provide for the examination of eligible applicants for 

licenses under this chapter;

(2) submit, an annual report of its proceedings to the 

governor, including recommended changes to this chapter and s state­

ment of money received and disbursed;

(3) adopt n a t ionally recognized specialty designations for

the private practice of social w o r k  and authorize speciality desig­

nations on licenses issued under this chapter;

(4) after a hearing, impose disciplinary sanctions against 

a person who violates this chapter, an order of the board, or a

HCS CSSB 2 2 7 (HESS) -2-



W O R K  D R A F T W O R K  D R A F T W O R K  D R A F T

regulation of the board;

(5'/ adopt regulations relating to requirements for the 

supervision of persons engaged in social wcrk under this chapter who 

are not licensed master social workers;

(6) adopt regulations requiring pr o o f  of continued compe­

tency before a license is renewed;

(7) adopt regulations to carry out the purposes of this

c h a p t e r .

Sec. 08.87. „C. ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES. The Administrative 

Procedure Act (AS 44.62) applies to regulations and proceedings under 

this chapter.

ARTICLE 2. LICENSING OF SOCIAL WORKERS.

Sec. 08.87.100. LICENSING OF SOCIAL WORKERS. (a) A person is 

eligible for a license as a bachelor social work e r  (LBSW) if the 

person

(1) is in good professional standing and is fit to practice 

social work as determined under regulations of the board;

(2) has satisfactorily completed the state examination for 

the license;

(3) provides three professional references to the board;

(4) has a bachelor's degree in social w o r k  from a school 

with a social w o r k  program accredited by the Council on Social Work 

Education.

(b) A person is eligible for a license as a master social worker 

(LMSW) if the person meats the requirements of (a)(1) - (3) of this 

section and has a master's degree in social w o r k  from a school with a 

social work p r o gram accredited b y  the Council on Social W o r k  E d u c a­

tion.

(c) A person is eligible for a license as an independent social

- 3 -  H C S  C S S B  2 2 7 ( H E S S )
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regulation of the board;

(5) adopt regulations relating to requirements for the 

supervision of persons engaged in social work under this chapter who 

are not licensed master social workers;

(6) adopt regulations requiring proof of continued compe­

tency before a l i c v  se is renewed;

(7) adopt regulations to carry out the purposes of this

chapter.

Sec. 08.87.080. ADMINISTRATIVE P R O C E D U R E S , The Administrative 

Procedure Act (AS 44.62) applies to regulations and proceedings under 

this chapter.

ARTICLE 2. L I C ENSING OF SOCIAL WORKERS.

Sec. 08.87.100. L I C ENSING OF SOCIAL WORKERS. (a) A person is 

eligible foi a license as a bachelor social work e r  (LBSW) if the 

person

(1) is in j 

social work as determ:

(2) has sai 

the license;

(3) provide

(4) has a 

with a social w o r k  pr 

Education.

(b) A person is eligible for a license as a master social worker 

(LMSW) if the person meets the requirements of (a)(1) - (3) of this 

section and has a master's degree in social w o r k  from a school with a 

social work program accredited by the Council on Social W o r k  E d u c a­

tion.

(c) A person is eligible for a license as an independent social

- 3 -  H C S  C S S S  2 2 7 ( H E S S )
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worker (LISW) if the person meets the requirements of (a)(1) - (3) of 

this section, has a master's degree in social work from a school with 

a social work program accredited by the Council on Social W o r k  E d u c a­

tion, and has completed at least 24 months of supervised post-graduate 

experience appioved by the board in the field of specialty in which 

the person intends to engage as a private practitioner.

Sec. 08.87.110. SCOVE OF PRACTICE. (a) A person licensed as a 

bachelor, master, or independent social worker may provide services 

that enhance, protect, or restore people's capacity for social func­

tioning whether impaired by physical, environmental, or emotional 

factors, guided by professional social work ethics, knowledge and 

intervention methods.

(b) A social worker may practice psychotherapy only if the 

social worker is licensed as an independent social worker with a 

clinical specialty or as a master social worker and is employed and 

supervised in a clinical setting.

(c) A social wor k e r  may practice social work autonomously only

if

(1) the pers i is licensed as an independent social worker;

(2) the board has approved the specialty in whi c h  the

person m a y  engage as a private practitioner and authorizes designation 

of the speciality on the person's license;

(3) t1 a license bearing a designation of speciality is

prominently displayed in the place the person engages in private 

practice; and

(4) the person limits the private practice of social work 

to the designated specialty.

(d) This section does not limit or affect the activities or

practice of a person who is not licensed under this chapter.

H C 3  C S S B  2 2 7 ( H E S S )  - 4 -
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1 Sec. 08.87.120. LICENSE BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall provide

2 for licensing a person as a bachelor, master or independent social

3 worke w i t hout examination if the person

4 (1) holds a degree in social work from a school with a

5 social w o r k  program accredited by the Council on Social W o r k  Educa-

6 t i c n ;

7 (2) has an active license to practice social work in an-

8 other licensing jurisdiction w i t h  requirements at the time of the

9 original licensure that were similar to or higher than those of this

s t a t e ;

(3) is not the subject of an unresolved complaint, review

procedure, or disciplinary proceeding undertaken by a professional

social worker association or regulatory authority;

(4) has not failed the examination of this state;

(5) has not previously had a license to practice social

work revoked in this or another jurisdiction;

10

11

1213141516
17 (6) submits proof of continued competence as required by

18 regulation of the board; and19
20

21

222324

28
29

(7) pays all required fees.

Sec. 08.87.130. LICENSE RENEWAL REQUIRED. A  license issued 

under this chapter shall be renewed in accordance w i t h  AS 08.01.100.

Sec. 08.87.140. FEES. An applicant for examination, reexamina­

tion, or issuance or renewal of a license shall pay the fees estab­

lished by the department under AS 08.01.065.

25 ARTICLE 3. PROHIBITIONS AND PENALTIES.

26 Sec. 08.87.200. LICENSE REQUIRED FOR USE OF TITLE. (a) Unless27 licensed under this chapter, a person may not use the title "social 

worker" or a title, designation, or device indicating or tending to 

indicate that the person is a social worker. A  person may not use the

- 5 -  H C S  C S S B  2 2 7 ( H E S S )
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letters "LBSW" as part of a title unless the person is licensed as a 

bachelor social worker under this chapter. A person may not use the 

letters "LMSW" as part of a title unless the person is licensed as a 

master social worker under this chapter. A person may not use the 

letters "LI3W" as part of a title unless the persc-n is licensed as an 

independent social worker under this chapter. Except as provided in

(b) of this section, a person may not use the title "social worker 

8 | intern" or "social worker student."

9 (b) A student enrolled in an accredited social work program may

use the title "social worker intern" or "social worker student" if the 

person's activities constitute a part of the person's supervised 

course of study.

(c) A person who uses a title other than the titles included in

(a) and (b) of this section is not subject to this chapter.

Sec. 08.87.210. CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATIONS. A  social 

worker licensed under this chapter may not disclose information p r o­

vided to the social worker by a client in the course of their profes- 

sicnal contact. This prohibition does not apply if the

(1) client provides w r i t t e n  consent to the social worker to 

reveal the communication;

(2) client is incompetent and the guardian or personal 

representative provides w r i tten consent to the social worker to reveal 

the communication;

(3) client is dead and a beneficiary of an insurance policy 

on the client's life provides written consent to the social worker to 

reveal the communication;

(4) communication discloses that a crime has been committed 

or reveals an intent to commit a crime;

(5) client is a minor, the communication discloses that the 

HCS CSSB 2 2 7 (HESS) -6-
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client was the victim of a crime or harmful act, and the social work

reveals the communication only during the course of an official exa-

ination, trial or other proceeding in which the commission of t 

crime or harmful act is a subject of inquiry;

(6) client brings charges against the social worker and t 

social worker reveals the communication only as necessary to defe 

the charges;

(7) information is revealed as part of the discovery 

evidence related to a court proceeding or introduced in evidence in 

suit, action, or proceeding in court.

(8) social work e r  is collaborating or consulting wi

professional colleagues or an administrative superior on behalf of t' 

c l i e n t ;

(9) communication discloses information that the soci

wor k e r  is required by state or federal laws or regulations to di 

close.

Sec. 08.87.220. GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SAN' 

TIONS. After a hearing, thu board may impose a disciplinary sancti- 

on a person licensed under this chapter when the board finds that t! 

licensee

(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intention, 

misrepresentation;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentional misrepresent, 

tion in the course of providing professional services or engaging ■ 

professional activities;

(3) advertised professional services in a false or mislea- 

ing manner;

(4) has been convicted of a crime that has a substanti. 

relationship to the licensee's activities and services or that affec-

-7- HCS CS5B 2 2 7 (HESS)
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10

11

12

13

14

1 the licensee's ability to continue to practice competently and safely;

2 (5) intentionally or negligently engaged in or permitted

3 the performance of social work by persons under the licensee's super-

4 vision that does not conform to minimum professional standards regard-

5 less of whether actual injury occurred;

6 (6) failed to comply with this chapter, w i v *  a regulation

7 adopted under this chapter, or with an order of the board;

8 (7) continued to practice after becoming unfit due to

9 (A) professional incompetence;

(B ) addiction or depender~e on alcohol or other drugs

that may endanger the public by impairing the licensee's ability

to practice;

(C) physical or mental disability;

(8) engaged in lewd conduct in connection with the delivery

15 I of professional service;

15 (9) has been held liable for malpractice in a civil action;

17 (10) has had a license revoked in another jurisdiction.

18 Sec. 08.87.230. DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS. (a) If it finds that a 

licensee has committed an act set out in AS 08.87.220, the board may 

impose the following sanctions singly or in combination:

(1) permanently revoke a license to practice;

(2) suspend a license for a determinate period of time;

(3) censure a licensee;

(4) issue a letter of reprimand to the licensee;

(5) place a licensee on nrobationary status and require the

licensee to

(A) report r e g u l a r l y  to the board upon matters involv­

ing the basis of probation;

(B ) limit practice to those areas prescribed;

H C S  C S S B  2 2 7 ( H E S S )  - 8 -
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(C) continue professional education until a satisfac­

tory degree of skill has been attained in those areas that are

the basis of probation;

(6) impose limitations or conditions on the practice of a

l i c e n s e e ;

(7) refuse to renew a license.

(b) The board may w i t hdraw probationary status if it iinds that 

the deficiencies that required the sanction have been remedied.

(c) The board may summarily suspend a license before final 

hearing or during the appeal process if the board finds that the

licensee poses a clea~* and immediate danger to the public health and

safety if the licensee continues to practice. A person whose license 

is suspended under this section is entitled to a hearing by the board 

no later than seven days after the effective date of the order. The 

person may appeal the suspension after a hearing to a court of compe­

tent jurisdiction.

(d) The board may reinstate a license that has been suspended or

revoked if the board finds after a hearing that the applicant is able

to practice w i t h  reasonable skill and safety.

(e) The board shall seek consistency in the application of 

disciplinary sanctions. The board shall erolain significant departure 

from prior decisions involving similar situations in findings of fact 

or orders.

Sec. 08.87.240. CRIMINAL PENALTY. A  person who violates AS 08.-

87.200 or 08.87.210 of this chapter is guilty of a class B m i s d e m e a n­

or.

Sec. 08.87.250. INJUNCTIVE RELIEF. The board m a y  apply to the 

superior court for an order enjoining a person subject to this chapter 

or whose license is suspended, revoked, or expired from violating this

-9- HCS CSSB 2 2 7 (HESS)
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chapter.

ARTICLE 4. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Sec. 08.87.450. EXEMPTION. Employees of a regional or village 

nonprofit corporation organized under 43 U.S.C. 1601 - 1628 (Alaska 

Native Claims Settlement Act) are exempt from this chapter.

Sec. 08.87.500. DEFINITION. In this chapter "board" means the 

Board cf Social Worker Examiners.

* Sec. 5. AS 44.62.330(a) is amended by adding a n e w  paragraph to read:

(53) Board of Social Worker Examiners (AS 08.87.010).

* Sec. 6. Within 60 days after the effective date of this Act the 

governor shall appoint initial members to the Board of Social Worker Fxam- 

iners. Notwithstanding AS 08.87.010 as enacted in sec. 4 of this Act, 

init i a 1 members must consist of three persons who have a master's degree in 

social work from a school with a social w o r k  program accredited by the

Council on Social Work Education, at least one of w h o m  is engaged in the

private practice of social work, one person with a bachelor's degree in 

social w o r k  from a school with a social w o r k  program accredited by the

Council on Social Work Education, and one public member. Notwithstanding

AS 08.87.020 as enacted in sec. 4 of this Act and AS 39.05.055(3), one 

initial member shall serve a one-year term, one initial member shall serve 

a two-year term, one initial member shall serve a three-year term, and two 

initial members shall serve four-year terms, as determined by the governor.

* Sec. 7. (a) Notwithstanding AS 08.87.100(a) as enacted in sec. . uf 

this Act, a person may apply for and receive a license as a bachelor social 

worker if the person

(1) holds a degree in social w o r k  from a school with a social 

work prog r a m  that is not accredited by the Council on Social Work Education 

or a bachelor's or master's degree in a social sciences field related to 

social work as defined by the board, and has been practicing under the 

HCS CSSB 2 2 7 (HESS) -10-
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title "social worker"

(A) for at least 24 consecutive months before July 1,

1988; or

(B) before July 1, 1988 and is employed on the date of 

application for a license in the administration of an agency that 

has employees who use the title "social worker";

(2) meets the requirements of AS 08.87.100(a)(1), (3) and (4);

or

(3) has been practicing social work under the supervision of a 

person eligible to be licensed under this Act for at least two years.

(b) A person who does not meet the requirement under AS 08.87. 100-

(a)(2) but otherwise meets the requirements of AS 08.87.100(b) may apply 

for and receive a license as a master social worker.

(c) A person who does not meet the requirements under AS 08.37.-

100(a)(2) but otherwise meets the requirements of AS 08.87.100(c) may apply

for and receive a license as an independent social worker.

(d) An application for a license under this section must be filed

before July 1, 1988.

* Sec. 8. Notwithstanding AS 08.87.200, a person practicing social work 

on July 1, 1986, may use a title and letters as part of the title that

indicate that "he person is a social worker until June 30, 1988, even if 

the person is not licensed under AS 08.87.100 or 08.87.120.

* Sec. 9. This Act takes effect July 1, 1986.
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BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

HOUSE CS FOR CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 227 (HESS)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "Ar Act relating to the practice of social work and

establishing the Board of Social Worker Examiners;

and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to assure the consu­

mer that persons providing services under the title "social worker" have 

completed professional social work education or training, adhere to a code 

of professional ethics, and are subject to licensure by the Board of Social 

Work Ex a m i n e r s .

* Sec. 2. AS 08.01.010 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(25) Board of Social Worker Examiners (AS 08.87.010).

* Sec. 3. AS 08.03.010(c) is aniended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(21) Board of Social Worker Examiners (AS 08.87.010) --

June 30, 1990.

* Sec. 4. AS 08 is amended by adding a n e w  chapter to read:

CHAPTER 87. SOCIAL WORKERS.

ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF SOCIAL WORKER EXAMINERS.

Sec. 08.87.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF BOARD. There is 

created a Board of Social Worker Examiners consisting of five members, 

including three licensed master social workers, one of whom is li­

censed as an independent social worker, one licensed bachelor social 

worker and one public member. The public member may not be licensed

as a social worker, employed by a licensed social worker, or have a

financial interest in the social work profession. To the extent
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possible members shall be appointed from different geographic regions 

of the state,. A member who has served two successive full terms nay 

not be reappointed unr.-.l four years after the expiration of the second 

term.

Sec, 08.87.020. TERM OF OFFICE. Each member of the board serves 

for a tai*m of four years and until the member's successor is appointed 

and qualified. An appointment to a vacancy is for the unexpired tern.

Sec. 08.87.030. BOARD MEETINGS. The board shall meet at least 

onc/e a year.

Sec. 08.87.040. ELECTION OF OFFICERS. The board shall elect 

from among its members a chairperson and a secretary. Officers serve 

for a term not exceeding two years.

Sec. 08.87.050. REMOVAL OF BOARD MEMBERS. The governor may 

remove a member of the board for cause. Unexcused absences from 

meetings are cause for removal as determined by the board.

Sec. 08.87.060. PER DIEM AND TRAVEL. Board members receive no 

compensation but are entitled to per diem and travel expenses author­

ized for members of boards and commissions under AS 39.20.180.

Sec. 08.87.070. POWERS AND L ’TIES OF THE BOARD. The board shall

(1) provide for the examination of eligible applicants for

licenses under this chapter;

(2) submit an annual report of its proceedings to the 

governor, including recommended changes to this chapter and a state­

ment of money received and disbursed;

(3) adopt nationally recognized specialty designations for 

the private practice of social work and authorize speciality desig­

nations on licenses issued under this chapter;

(4) after a hearing, impose disciplinary sanctions against

a person who violates this chapter, an order of the board, or a

HCS CSSB 2 2 7 (HESS) -2-



(5) adopt regulations relating to requirements for the 

supervision of persons engaged in social work under this chapter who 

are not licensed master social workers;

(6) adopt regulations requiring proof of continued compe­

tency before a license is renewed;

(7) adopt i ■jgulations to carry out the purposes of this

chapter.

Sec. 08.87.080. ADMIN.oTRATIVE PROCEDURES. The Administrative 

Procedure Act (AS 44.62) applies to regulations and proceedings under 

this chapter.

ARTICLE 2. LICENSING OF SOCIAL WORKERS.

Sec. 08.87.100. LICENSING OF SOCIAL WORKERS. (a) A person is 

eligible for a license as a bachelor social worker (LBSW) if the 

person

(1) is in good professional standing and is fit to practice 

social work as determined under regulations of the board;

(2) has satisfactorily completed the state examination for 

the license;

(3) provides three professional references to the board;

(A) has a bachelor's degree in social work from a school

with a social work program lccredited by the Council on Social Work 

Education.

(b) A person is eligible for a license as a master social worker 

(LMSW) if the person meets the requirements of (a)(1) - (3) of this

section and has a master's degree in social work from a school with a 

social work program accredited by the Council on Social Work Educa­

tion.

(c) A person is eligible for a license as an independent social

-3- HJS CSSB 2 2 7 (HESS)
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worker (LISW) if the person meet'/ the requirements of (a)(1) - (3) of 

this section, has a master's degree in social work from a school with 

a social work program accredited by the Council on Social Work Educa­

tion, and has completed at least 2k months of supervised post-graduate 

experience approved by the board in the field of specialty in which 

the person intends to engage as a private practitioner.

Sec. 08.87.110. SCOPE OF PRACTICE. (a) A person licensed as a 

b' :helor, master, or independent social vrorker may provide services 

Chet enhance, protect, or restore people's capacity for social func­

tioning whether impaired by physical, environmental, or emotional 

factors, guided by professional social work ethics, knowledge and 

intervention methods.

(b) A social worker may practice psychotherapy only if the 

social worker is licensed as an independent social worker with a 

clinical specialty or as a master social worker and is employed and 

supervised in a '.linical setting.

(c) A social worker may practice social work autonomously only

if

(1) the person is licensed as an independent social worker;

(2) the board has approved the specialty in which the

person may engage as a private practitioner and authorizes designation 

of the speciality on the person's license;

(3) the license bearing a designation of speciality is

prominently displayed in the place the person engages in private 

practice; and

(A) the person limits the private practice of social work 

to the designated specialty.

(a) This section does not limit or affect the activities or

practice of a person who is not licensed under this chapter.
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Sec. 08.87.120. LICENSE BY CREDENTIALS. The board shall provide 

for licensing a person as a bachelor, master or independent social

worker without examination if the person

(1) holds a degree in social work from a school with a 

social work program accredited by the Council on Social Work Educa­

tion ;

(2) has an active license to practice social work in an­

other licensing jurisdiction with requirements at the time of the 

original licensure that were similar to or higher than those of this 

st a t e ;

(3) is not the subject of an unresolved complaint, review 

procedure, or disciplinary proceeding undertaken by a professional

social worker association or regulatory authority;

(4) has not failed the examination of this state;

(5) has not previously had a license to practice social

work revoked in this or another jurisdiction;

(6) submits proof of continued competence as required by 

regulation of the board; and

(7) pays all required fees.

Sec. 08.87.130. LICENSE RENEWAL REQUIRED. A license issued

under this chapter shall be renewed in accordance with AS 08.01.100.

Sec. 08.87.1A0. FEES. An applicant for examination, reexamina­

tion, or issuance or renewal of a license shall pay the fees estab­

lished by the department under AS 08.01.065.

ARTICLE 3. PROHIBITIONS AND PENALTIES.

Sec. 08.87.200. LICENSE REQUIRED FOR USE OF TITLE. (a) U n W s  

licensed under this chapter, a person may not use the title "social 

worker" or a title, designation, or device indicating or tending to 

indicate that the person is a social worker, A person may not use the

-5- HCS CSSB 2 2 7 (HESS)
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letters "LBSW" as part of a title unless the person is licensed as a 

bachelor social worker under this chapter. A person may not use the 

letters "LMSVJ" as part of a title unless the person is licensed as a 

master social worker under this chapter. A person may not use the 

letters "LISW" as part of a title unless the person is licensed as an 

independent social worker under this chapter. Except as provided in

(b) of this section, a person may not use the title "social worker 

intern" or "social worker student."

(b) A student enrolled in ar accredited social work program may 

use the title "social worker intern" or "social worker student" if the 

person's activities constitute a part of the person's supervised 

course of study.

(c) A person who uses a title other than the titles included in

(a) and (b) of this section is not subject to this chapter.

Sec. 08.87.21C. CONFIDENTIALITY OF COMMUNICATIONS. A social 

worker licensed under this chapter may not disclose information pro­

vided to the social worker by a client in the course of their profes­

sional contact. This prohibition does not apply if the

(1) client provides written consent to the social worker to 

reveal the communication;

(2) client is incompetent and the guardian or personal 

representative provides written consent to the social worker to reveal 

the communication;

(3) client is dead and a beneficiary of an insurance policy 

on the client's life provides written consent to the social worker to 

reveal the communication;

(4) communication discloses that a crime has been committed 

or reveals an intent to commit a crime;

(5) client is a minor, the communication d i s c l o s e s .that the 
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client was the victim of a crime or harmful act, and the social worker 

reveals the communication only during the course of an official exam­

ination, trial or other proceeding in which the commission of the

crime or harmful act is a subject of inquiry;

(6) client brings charges against the social worker and the 

social worker reveals the communication only as necessary to defend 

the charges;

(7) information is revealed as part of the discovery of

evidence related to a court proceeding or introduced in evidence in a 

suit, action, or proceeding in court.

(8) social worker is collaborating or consulting with

professional colleagues or an administrative superior on behalf of the 

cli e n t ;

(9) communication discloses information that the social

worker is required by state or federal laws or regulations to dis­

close.

Sec. 08.87.220. GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SANC­

TIONS. After a hearing, the board may impose a disciplinary sanction 

on a person licensed under this chapter when the board finds that the 

licensee

(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional 

m isrepresentation;

(2) engaged in deceit, fraud, or intentiona] misrepresenta­

tion in the course of providing professional services or engaging in 

professional activities;

(3) advertised professional services in a false or m i s l e a d­

ing manner;

(A) has been convicted of a crime that has a substantial 

relationship to the licensee's activities and services or that, affects
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the licensee's ability to continue to practice competently and safely;

(5) intentionally or negligently engaged in or permitted 

the performance of social work by persons under the licensee's super­

vision that does not conform to minimum profess.onal standards regard­

less of whether actual injury occurred;

(6) failed to comply with this chapter, with a regulation 

adopted under this chapter, or with an order of the board;

(7) continued to practice after becoming unfit due to

(A) professional incompetence;

(B) addiction or dependence on alcohol or other drugs 

that may endanger the public by impairing the licensee's ability 

to practice;

(C) physical or mental disability;

(8) engaged in lewd conduct in connection with the delivery 

of professional service;

(9) has been held liable for malpractice in a civil action;

(10) has had a license revoked in another jurisdiction.

Sec. 08.87.230. DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS. (a) If it finds that a 

licensee has committed an act set out in AS 08.87.220, the board may 

impose the following sanctions singly or in combination:

(1) permanently revoke a license to practice;

(2) suspend a license for a determinate period of time;

(3) censure a licensee;

(4) issue a letter of reprimand to the licensee;

(5) place a licensee on probationary status and require the

licensee to

(/) report regularly to the board upon matters involv­

ing the basis of probation;

(B) limit practice to those areas prescribed;.
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(C) continue professional education until a satisfac­

tory degree of skill has been attained in those areas that are

the basis of probation;

(6) impose limitations or conditions on the practice of a

licensee;

(7) refuse to renew a license.

(b) The board may withdraw probationary status if it finds that 

the deficiencies that required the sanction have been remedied.

(c) The board may summarily suspend a license before final 

hearing or during the appeal process if the board finds that the 

licensee poses a clear and immediate danger to the public health and 

safety if the licensee continues to practice. A person whose license 

is suspended under this section is entitled to a hearing by the board 

no later than seven days after the effective date of the order. The 

person may appeal the suspension after a hearing to a court of compe­

tent jurisdiction.

(d) The board may reinstate a license that has been suspended or 

revoked if the board finds after a hearing that the applicant ■ able 

to practice with reasonable skill and safety.

(e) The board shall seek consistency in the application of 

disciplinary sanctions. The board shall explain significant departure 

from prior decisions involving similar situations in findings of fact 

or orders.

Sec. 08.87.240. CRIMINAL PENALTY. A person who violates AS 08.-

87.200 or 08.87.210 of this chapter is guilty of a class B misdemean­

or.

Sec. 08.87.250. INJUNCTIVE RELIEF. The board may apply to the 

superior court for an order enjoining a person subject to this chapter 

or whose license is suspended, revoked,, or expired from violating this
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c h a pter.

ARTICLE 4. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

Sec. 08.87.450. EXEMPTION. Employees of a regional or village 

nonprofit corporation organized under 43 U.S.C. 1601 - 1628 (Alaska 

Native Claims Settlement Act) are exempt from this chapter.

Sec. 08.87.500. DEFINITION. In this chapter "board" means the 

Board of Social Worker Examiners.

* Sec. 5. AS 44.62.330(a) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(53) Board of Social Worker Examiners (AS 08.87.010).

* Sec. 6. Within 60 days after the effective date of this Act the 

governor shall appoint initial members to the Board of Social Worker Exam­

iners. Notwithstanding AS 08.87.010 as enacted in sec. 4 of this Act, 

initial members must consist of three persons who have a master's degree in 

social work from a school with a social v7ork program accredited by the 

Council on Social Work Education, at least one of whom is engaged in the 

private practice of social work, one person with a bachelor's degree in 

social work from a school with a social work program accredited by the 

Council on Social Work Education, and ore public member. Notwithstanding 

AS 08.87.020 as enacted in sec. 4 of this Act, one initial member shall 

serve a one-year term, one initial membir shall serve a two-year term, one 

initial member shall serve a three-year term, and two initial members shall 

serve four-year terms, as determined by the governor.

* Sec. 7. (a) Notwithstanding AS 08.87.100(a) as enacted in sec. 4 of 

this Act, a person may apply for and receive a license as a bachelor social 

worker if the person

(1) holds a degree in social work from a school with a social 

work program that is not accredited by the Council on Social Work Education 

or a bachelor's or master's degree in a social sciences field related to 

social work as defined by the board, and has been practicing under the 
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title "social worker" for at least 2A consecutive months before July 1 , 

1988;

(2) meets the requirements of AS 08.87.100(a)(1), (3) and (A);

o r

(3) has been practicing social work under the supervision of a 

person eligible to e licensed under this Act for at least two years, and 

successfully completes the examination required by AS 08.87.100(a)(2).

<b) A person who does not meet the requirement under AS 08.87.100-

(a)(2) but otherwise meets the requirements of AS 08.87.100(b) may apply 

for and receive a license as a master social worker.

(c) A person who does not meet the requirements under AS 08.87.- 

100(a)(2) but otherwise meets the requirements of AS 08.87.100(c) may apply 

for and receive a license as an independent social worker.

(d) An application for a license under this section must be filed

before July 1, 1988.

* Sec. 8. Notwithstanding AS 08.87.200, a person practicing social work 

on July 1, 1986, may use a title and letters as part of the title that

indicate that the person is a social worker until June 30, 1988, even if

the person is not licensed under AS 08.87.100 or 08.87.120.

* Sec. 9. This Act takes effect July 1, 1986.
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Senate Committee on 
Health, Education and Social Services

F e b r u a r y  12, 1986

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a x  G r u e n b e r g ,  C o - C h a i r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N i i l o  K o p o n e n ,  C o - C h a i r  
H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  on H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and 

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  99811

T e a r  M a x  a n d  Niilo:

On F e b r u a r y  4, 1986 the S e n a t e  p a s s e d  S B  z2’l, r e l a t i n g  to 
l i c e n s u r e  of s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  by  an o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a r g i n  of vo t e s ,  
19-1. T h e  b i l l  n o w  r e s t s  in y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  I am w r i t i n g  to 
r e q u e s t  th a t  it b e  s c h e d u l e d  for p u b l i c  he a r i n g .

A s  y o u  know, the p r a c t i c e  of s o c i a l  w o r k  is not c u r r e n t l y  
a d d r e s s e d  in s t a t e  lav/ and a n y o n e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of e d u c a t i o n  or 
t r a i n i n g ,  can r e p r e s e n t  h i m  or h e r s e l f  as a s o c i a l  w o r k e r .  
L i c e n s i n g  w i l l  e n h a n c e  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n  b y  e n a b l i n g  the p u b l i c  
to i d e n t i f y  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  w h o ' v e  m e t  m i n i m u m  e d u c a t i o n  and 
e x p e r i e n c e  s t a n d a r d s  and w i l l  p r o v i d e  a m e c h a n i s m  to m o n i t o r  
q u a l i t y .

In m y  m ind, the q u a l i t y  of s o c i a l  w o r k  s e r v i c e  b e i n g  
p r o v i d e d  in b o t h  the p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s  is p a r a m o u n t  in 
the s t a t e ' s  e f f o r t  to p r o t e c t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  a b u s e  and 
n e g l e c t .  I u r g e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of SB 227.

S i n c e r e l y ,

B e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p  
C h a i r m a n

B F / s s



glasffea £§>tate Hegtelature
BETTYE FAHRENKAMP. C h a i rm an  
A RL ISS  STURGULEW SK I .  V i c e  C h a i rm an  
J O E J O S E P H S O N  
PAUL F ISCH ER
EDNA A RM STRO NG  DE VR IE S

P O BOX V 
STATE CAPITOL

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811
(937) 465 3834 
(907) 465 3762

Senate Committee on 
Health, Education and Social Services

F e b r u a r y  12, 1986

B I L L  A N A L Y S I S

CS SB 227 ( F i n ) , A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  s o c i a l  w o r k  and 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  the B o a r d  of S o c i a l  W o r k  E x a m i n e r s .

S e c t i o n  0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( c )  S u n s e t  P r o v i s i o n

T h e  B o a r d  w o u l d  c o m e  up for s u n s e t  / e v i o w  in 1990.

S e c t i o n  0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0  B o a r d  M a k e - u p

T h e  B o a r d  w o u l d  be  c o m p o s e d  o f  2 m a s t e r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  ( M S W ) ,
1 i n d e p e n d e n t  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  ( I S W ) , 1 b a c h e l o r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  
(BSW) , a n d  1 p u b l i c  m e m b e r .  T h e  B o a r d  w o u l d  m e e t  at least 
o n c e  a year.

S e c t i o n  0 8 . 8 7 . 0 7 0  D u t i e s  of t h e  B o a r d

D u t i e s  w o u l d  inc l u d e :  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  s e t t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  for
s p e c i a l t y  d e s i g n a t i o n s ,  s e t t i n g  s u p e r v i s i o n  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s .

S e c t i o n  0 8 . 8 7 . 1 0 0  L i c e n s i n g

B a c h e l o r ' s  (LBSW)_______________ M a s t e r ' s  (LMSW)_________I n d e p e n d e n t  (LISW)

G o o d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  S a m e  S a m e
s t a n d i n g

P a s s e d  s t a t e  e x a m i n a t i o n S a m e Sa m e

3 r e f e r e n c e s Sa m e Sa m e

B a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  in M a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  M a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e
s o c i a l  w o r k  f r o m  s c h o o l  in s o c i a l  w o r k  in s o c i a l  w o r k
w i t h  p r o g r a m  a c c r e d i t e d  
by  C o u n c i l  on S o c i a l  W o r k  
E d u c a t i o n

S u p e r v i s i o n  m a y  be 
r e q u i r e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  of 
t h e  B o a r d

N o n e M u s t  h a v e  
c o m p l e t e d  at 
l e a s t  24 m o n t h s  
of  s u p e r v i s e d  
p o s t  g r a d u a t e  
e x p e r i e n c e  
a p p r o v e d  b y  the 
b o a r d .



" E n h a n c e ,  p r o t e c t ,  o r  r e s t o r e  p e o p l e ' s  c a p a c i t y  for so c i a l  
f u n c t i o n i n g . "

S e c t i o n  0 8 . 8 7 . 1 1 0 ( b )  P r a c t i c e  o f  P s y c h o t h e r a p y

L i m i t e d  t o  i n d e p e n d e n t  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  w i t h  a c l i n i c a l  
s p e c i a l t y  or a m a s t e r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  (MSW) s u p e r v i s e d  in a 
c l i n i c a l  setting.

S e c t i o n  0 9 . 8 7 . 1 1 0 ( c )  A u t o n o m o u s  P r a c t i c e

L i m i t e d  to l i c e n s e d  i n d e p e n d e n t  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  w h o  h a v e  B o a r d  
a p p r o v a l .

S e c t i o n  0 8 . 8 7 . 1 2 0  L i c e n s e  b y  C r e d e n t i a l s

N o  e x a m  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  for s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  w h o  h o l d  an 
a c t i v e  l i c e n s e  in a n o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n .

S e c t i o n  0 8 . 8 7 . 1 3 0  L i c e n s e  R e n e w a l

R e q u i r e d  e v e r y  24 m o n t h s .  N o  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
r e q u i r e m e n t ,  b u t  B o a r d  m u s t  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  p r o o f  
of c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y  ( 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 7 0 ( 6 ) ) .

S e c t i o n  0 8 . 8 7 . 1 4 0  F e e s

T o  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of  the 
B oard. I n t e n d e d  t o  c o v e r  the B o a r d ' s  o p e r a t i o n a l  and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  costs.

S e c t i o n  0 8 . 8 7 . 2 0 0  U s e  of T i t l e

U s e  of " s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  t i t l e  l i m i t e d  to l i c e n s e d  so c i a l  
w o r k e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  in a c c r e d i t e d  p r o g r a m  m a y  
u s e  " s o c i a l  w o r k e r  s t u d e n t "  title; u n l i c e n s e d  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  
m a y  u s e  " a s s o c i a t e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  t i t l e  w h e n  o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  
t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of a l i c e n s e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r .

S e c t i o n  0 8 . 8 7 . 2 1 0  C o n f i d e n t i a l i t y

R e q u i r e d  e x c e p t  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  ( i n c l u d i n g  w r i t t e n  
c o n s e n t ,  de a t h ,  c r i m i n a l  acts, a n d  c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g s ) . 
R e p o r t i n g  of c h i l d  a b u s e  is r e q u r e d .

S e c t i o n  0 8 . 8 7 . 2 2 0 - . 240 S a n c t i o n s  a n d  P e n a l t i e s  (

B o a r d  m a y  i m p o s e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n s  as o u t l i n e d  in the 
bill. C l a s s  B m i s d e m e a n o r  (m a x i m u m  90 d a y  sentence) for 
i m p r o p e r  u s e  o f  " s o c i a l  w o r k e r "  title.

Section 08.87.110 Scope of Practice



S e c t i o n  7 G r a n d f a t h e r  C l a u s e

F o r  24 m o n t h s  f o l l o w i n g  e n a c t m e n t  of the bill, l i c e n s e s  w i l l  
be a w a r d e d  w i t h o u t  e x a m  to a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  h o l d  a d e g r e e  in 
s o c i a l  w o r k  or  a r e l a t e d  f i e l d  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  p r a c t i c i n g  for 24 
c o n s e c u t i v e  m o n t h s  p r i o r  to a p p l i c a t i o n .  L i c e n s e s  w i l l  a l s o  
b e  a w a r d e d  to n o n - d e g r e e d  p e r s o n s  w h o  p a s s  tne e x a m  a n d  ha v e  
b e e n  p r a c t i c i n g  for t w o  y e a r s  u n d e r  a p e r s o n  e l i g i b l e  to  be 
li c e n s e d .  A p p l i c a t i o n  m u s t  b e  m a d e  p r i o r  to J u l y  1, 1988.



a d o p t e d  s  r m t i t i
STATE OF ALASKA 19S6 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCA? NOTE

RF.OUFST
Bill/Resolution N o .: CSSB 227 (F in a n ce ) 
Tide : P r a c t i c e  o f  S o c ia l  Work & e s ta b .
a Board of Social Wor k  Examiners

Sponsor: Senator Fahrenkamp________

Requestor:_______________________________
Date of Request:.

Revision Date: 1 / 2 7 / 8 6
FISCAL DETAIL

Agency Affected: Commerce & E conom ic  D ev . 
BRU ; O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g __________

Components:

F.XPF.NDITURES/REVF.NUES : (Thousands of Dollars!OPERATING FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY  S9 FY 90 FY 91PERSONAL SERVICESTRAVELCONTRACTUALSUPPLIESEQUIPMENTLAND &. STRUCTURESGRANTS, CLAIMSMISCELLANEOUS

3 3 .1 COCO 3 6 .5 3 8 . 3 4 0 . 22 . 3 2 . 4 2 . 5 2 . 7 2 . 84 . a cir 5 . 3 5 . 6 5 . 81 . 0 i . i 1. 1 1 . 2 1 . 23 . 6
TOTAL OPERATING • 4 4 . 8 4 3 . 3 4 5 . 4 4 7 . 8 5 0 . 0

CAPITAL

r REVENUE 8 7 .5

FUNDING : (Thousands of Dollars)

6 .3 81 . 3 6 . 3 91 . 3

GENERAL FUND FEDERAL FUNDS oriiER TOTAL
4 4 . 8 4 3 . 3 4 5 . 4 4 7 . 8 5 0 . 0
4 4 . 8 « , 3  , 4 5 . 4 4 7 . ? 5 0 . 0

POSITIONS

L

FULL-TIMEPART-TIMETEMPORARY 1
ANALYSIS : Attach a separate page if necessary
The bill creates.a Board of Social Wor k  Examiners to implement the licensing 

of all practitioners utilizing the title "social worker". Three categories of 

licenses are established: the bachelor, master and independent. The bill also 

authorizes the Board to designate a nationally recognized specialty area of 

practice for independent social workers. (See a^tach^d for further analysis.) 
Prepared b y : Jennifer Strickler, Mgnt. Afia^st , . ^65-2144

Division : Occupational Licen s i n g ^  D;uc. ' Q c U l . 2 7  /9W-, '

Approved by Commissioner: ‘ ' Loren H. Lounsbury 
Agency : Commerce a n d’Economic Development

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):
Legislative Finance 

Legislative Sponsor 

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget 

Impacted Agcncy(ies)

Date:
- M -

10 25/85



%
CONTINUATION of  FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

F o r  B i l l/Reso lu t ion No. CSSB 227 (Finance)

The fiscal note is reduced from previous notes as a result of reductions in the 

number of meetings and exam costs based on an escimated number of exam applicants 

during the initial implementation stages of the bill.

PERSONAL SERVI C E S :

Request: 1 Licensing Examiner I, Range 12A, GGU, 12 months, to be located

in Juneau ' $33*145.82.-

The primary concern of this agency is that current responsibilities prohibit new 

licensing functions from being assumed without additional support staff. While 

it is possible that approximately half of the Licensing Examiner's time may be 

required to manage the function of licensing social workers, it is necessary that 

a full t i m e -position be requested since inquiries from the general public are not 

geared toward ’part-time* services in licensing. Staff availability to respond 

to the public during normal State working hours is curcial to this agency. The 

lack of available staff support would cause additional burden to the workload of 
the present staff.

T R A V E L :

Travel costs were based on one meeting in Anchorage,- assuming appointed members are 

from Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, Kenai and Nome, in accordance with Sec. 08.87.010 

which require that members be appointed from 'different geographic r e g i o n s’ of the 
State.

CONTRACTUAL SERVI C E S :

The St*te Teleconference Network has increased charges to $50 per site, per hour.

The tC; inference network is also unavailable to boards during the legislative 

sessio;.. Therefore, the Alascom teleconference system would be utilized. Costs for 

an additional full-day teleconference meeting and a special one-hour teleconference 

meeting are.included. The request also includes funding for public notices required 
by AS 44.62, printing, postage, and telephone service. Costs to cover contracting 

for use of licensing examinations are also included based on 20 exam candidates 

upon effective date of the bill.

COMMODITIES:

This funding, will cover stationery and other miscellaneous desk supplies required 

to support the function.

E Q UIPMENT: (One time costs only)

These'costs are to purchase equipment for the Licensing Examiner I position.

pace of - J l
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C O N T I N U A T I O N  o f  FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
Fo r  B i l l/Reso lu t ion No.  CSSB 227 (Finance)

(  PROJECTED R E V E N U E S :

FY 87: Based on the number of practitioners identified,

it is anticipated that 350 practitioners will be 
seeking initial licensure. 350 x $250 $ 87.5

FY 88: Based o n’the assumption that there will be at

least 25 new applicants. 25 x $250 , ■ 6.3
This will ro'tke a total of 375 licensees.

FY 89: Projections for this fiscal year are based or. the

assumption tnat all licenses will be renewed.

Based on 375 licensees x $200 (renewal fee) 75.0

In addition, another 25 new licensees to make 

a total of 400 licensees. 25 x $250 6.3

81.3

FY 90: Based on an estimate of 25 new licensees, this

would make a total of 425 licensees. 6.3

FY 91: Assuming this will also be a renewal year, and

based on 425 licensees x $200 renewal fee. 85.0

In addition, another 25 new licensees, to make 

a total of 450 licensees. . 6.3

91.3

C
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Position Title
O C C U P A T I O N A L  L I C E N S I N G  E X A M I N E R  I

No. of Positions Cov;::

I tine Status 
PET

Sta ll Months 
12

RP Number Location

AWA

Election District

Tvpe o f Expenditure Amount

1 2 3

Sahrv 2 4 . 9

t

Floncfits 8 .2
Premium Pay
Other

Total Personal Services
Travel

J  J  • I

.5
Contractual £ .0
Commodities 1 .0
Equipment 3 .6
Uincr

.

Total Cost 4 0 . 2

Rcccirt Code Funding Source
Federal Receipts lPfP
G. F. Match ,1003.
General Funds 1004
I-A Receipts 1005
Program Receipts 1028

CIP Receipts 1061

Other

4 0 . 2

For D&M Use Only
Key Number________-

Justification
This position is necessary to assist in the 

implementation of the provisions of CSSB 227.

The position would assist the Board in e s t a b l i s h­

ing necessary files, prepare a pplication forms 

for printing, publish notices of meetings and 

exams, prepare travel authorizations for board 

members, arrange for meeting rooms and exams, 

keep minutes and other records of the board, 

correspond and coordinate with p r ofessional 

associations and organizations for use of exams, 

correspond with and assist applicants in applying 

for licensure, and perform other administrative 

duties as needed.

R e q u e s t  F o r

N e w  P o s i t i o n

Agency Commerce & Econom ic D eve lop m en t

BRU O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ___________

Component Administration_____________________

FY 87
Page l\ of 4
Revised Dale 1 / 2 7 / 8 6



P.O. i>o:c .10430 

Fairbanks, Ak. 99710 1

'*H3 5

SOCIAL WOPd! LICL.iS I..'G REPORT 

2-5-35

ESI LIATL OF NL'MLCR OF SOCIAL WORKERS ELIGIDLE 
FOR LICENSING

Total Number of NASW Nembers as of 10/31/35 226
Total number of WASH members not eligible 
or exempted.

(1) Students (i»SW and NSW) 20

Number of NASW members that potentially 
might not choose to be licensed.

(1) Unemployed 11

(2) P.etired 2

(3) Associates 5

Total number of NASW members impacted bv 
licensure.

High estimate 206

Low estimate 180

Over 50% of social workers that belong to NASW have MSW's and are 

certified by A C S W  (Academy of Certified Social Workers.

Total number of social workers employed by DFYS 138*

dumber of DFYS social workers that are NASW members.

We estimate from a 1982 report that approximately 20-267! 

of UFYS workers belong to NASW (projecting a 15% increase 
from 1982).

DFYS NASW members 36 

DFYS non-members 102

dumber of social workers employed by private non-profit 

agencies, in private practice,etc. that are non-NASW members.

Estimate 25-50

TOTAL SOCIAL WORKERS ELIGIBLE FOR LICENSURE - UNDUPLICATED COUNT

Low e s t i m a t e  315



WHY LICENSE SO CIAL WOR KE RS?

Licensing will enable the public to identify those social workers w h o  have m e t  

m i n i m u m  standards required foi licensing. Presently, anyone can use the title of 

"social worker", even if they lave no training or experience whatsoever. With 

licensing, the public will have tlv assurance that anyone representing themself as a 

social worker will have the required professional preparation, regardless of the 

setting in which they practice.

Licensing will ensure an enforceable code of professional conduct. Licensure would 

provide con s u m e r s  with easy access to investigative and adjudicative procedures 

through a regulatory body, supported by effective penalties for offending 

practitioners. T h e  National Association of Social Workers believes that one of the 

most important reasons for enacting State licensure is the accountability it provides 

to the public.

Since a majority of states do have licensing of social workers, an Alaskan license 

would assure that uniform standards of social wor k  practice exist from state to 

state. This will better serve the consumer, and allow reciprocity to the licensed 
professionaL

Licensing will ensure that social workers are screened and evaluated carefully in 

terms of specific standards before they are allowed to have an independent practice.

Insurance reimbursement is possible. If a social worker is licensed, insurance 

c o m p a n i e s  have a standard for recognition and p a y m e n t  of this important health

benefit to their subscribers. This will assist the c o n s u m e r  w h o  uses both public and

private services of social workers. A  large percentage of mental health services are 

provided by unlicensed social workers in this State. T h e  cost of these services are 

not retrievable by the public agencies w h o  e m p l o y  them. M a n y  "denied claims" are 

n o w  being written off at State expense because of the lack of a State social wor k  

license.

Licensing of social workers will provide consumers lower cost mental health 

services. A  recent Defense D e p a r t m e n t  C h a m p u s  insurance report indicated "that in 

the majority of states the comparative prevailing fee profiles for social workers' 

psychotherapy sessions are lower than those for psychiatrists. D O D  reports that no 

quality of care problems have arisen". The C h a m p u s  insurance p r o g r a m  for

dependents of military personnel (a substantial population of Alaska) estimates that it 

saved over $253,000 b e t w e e n  D e c e m b e r  1980 and M a r c h  1982 through its 

experimental reimbursement of clinical social workers.

Licensing social workers will ensure privileged c o m m u n ications b e t w e e n  the

professional social worker and their client. Confidentiality is at this time not 

regulated.

Licensing will assist consumers in locating qualified social w o r k  services. It will 
provide referral sources a clear understanding of specialization, education, and 

experience of a particular social worker. It is important to understand that the great 

majority of clients receiving social w o r k  services have no choice about w h o  is to be 

their social worker. W h e r e  they have a choice, such as w h e n  seeking private therapy 

or family counseling, the c o n s u m e r  has no guidelines to judge the c o m p e t e n c e  of the 

worker.



9. The provision of competent social work services requires professional education 

Experience shows that the only way to ensure that persons giving services are 

capable, is to establish minimum standards for practice. Such regulation is 
essential for the public, as well as for the profession.

10. Legislation to license social workers needs to recognize clinically trained 

social workers as equally qualified to the other mental health professionals 

identified by law as competent <n the evaluation of the mentally disturbed for 

purposes of commi tment. The only non-licensed profession now included in 

Alaska's mental health commitment law is social work. Without regulating the 

practice of social work, there is concern in the profession that Alaskans 

could be subject to the improper use of State-given sanction.

Add 11 ional Notes

-Approximately 300-350 social workers in the State of Alaska would be licensed 

under legislation prcposed by the Alaska Chapter, National Association of Social 
Workers

-Licensing fees collected from at least the above referenced numbers of individual 

would more than off-set the costs of the Social Work Licensing Board needing to 

be established as part of the licensing law.
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CSHB 424: An Act establishing the Board of Behavioral Science;

CSHB 317: Practice of Social Work and establishing the Board of Social Work 

Examiners;

CSSB 227: Practice of Social Work and establishing the Boa^d of Social Work
Examiners;

The Department of Commerce and Economic Development, Division of Occupational 

Licensing, supports the consolidated board approach inherent in HB 424. There are 
three general areas of comment the division would like to address: the board con­

figuration, the need for documentation of need on grounds of consumer protection, 
and documentation of numbers of professionals affected, for preparation of a 

fiscal note. Because the bill for the combined board, as currently written, is 
the most expensive of the three, the division proposes consideration of a five- 

member board to reduce costs. Since at least one professional group regulated, 

family and marital therapists, has only 20 members. We do not think the require­

ment of three board members for these 20 professionals is cost-effective.

The division would propose the following configuration:

Five board members, composed of 1 each of the professions (3), plus 2 public 

members.

The idea would be that the board member associated with each of the three profes­

sions would be the lead person with respect to standards for that group, but would 

get assistance from one other professional member as well as a public member. The 
benefits are:

1. More cooperation.

2. More economical approach.

3. More communication Detween related groups to ensure that standards, i.e., 

regulations, are not promulgated by one standards committee at the 

expense of another professional group on the board which frequently pro­
vides the same services.

Where there is overlap in professional responsibilities the board structure should 

reflect this rather than support autonomy, which m a y  result in competition and 
fractional ism.

The division is neutral on +h-'se bills otherwise, pending receipt of both docu­

mentation of need (consumer protection aspects) and documentation of numbers of 

professionals affected (fiscal impact).

We hope that this documentation will be provided to us directly or through the 

committee via testimony by interested parties.

.* • f  i f  #'*>* v‘

Loren H. Lounsbury, Commissioner,' 

Department of Commerce and 

Economic Development

Date: J r s
3642W3686b



I n - f o r m a t i o n  O u t l i n e  R e g a r d i n g  

H o u s e  B i l l s  4 2 4 , 3 1 7  a n d  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 2 7

P r e p a r e d  b y

D r. Jamefi T. M o r r i s  J r.

H u m e  in S e r v i c e r *  

C h u k c h i  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e



C u r r e n t l y  t h e  H o u s e  H E S S  c o m m i t t e e  i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h r e e  b i l l s  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  B e h a v i o r a l  S c i e n c e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .

T h e s e  a r e  H B  3 1 7 ,  4 2 4 ,  a n d  S B  2 2 7 .  T h e s e  b i l l s  d o  n o c  s e r v e  t h e  

p u b l i c .  T h e s e  b i l l s  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  o r  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  B e h a v i o r a l  

S c i e n c e s  o r  t h e  t h e  h e l p i n g  p r o f e s s i o n s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m e n t s  

a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a d d r e s s e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  t h e  h e l p i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  

S o c i a l  W o r k .

W h e n  t h o s e  i n  n e e d  a r e  h e l p e d  a n d  c a n  r e c e i v f :  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  

a l l o w  t h e m  t o  f u n c t i o n  e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h i n  s o c i e t y ,  t h e n  s o c i e t y  

a n d  t h o s e  i n  n e e d  a r e  s e r v e d .  A s  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  c o n t i n u e  t o  

e x i s t  a n d  i n c r e a s e  w i t h  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h ,  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  s o c i a l  

w o r k e r s  w i l l  b e  n e e d e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  A n y  b i l l  w h i c h  w o u l d  l i m i t  

t h e  p o t e n t i a l  p o o l  o f  w o r k e r s  d o e s  n o t  s e r v e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  d o e s  a 

d i s s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  T h e  p u b l i c  i s  s e r v e d  w h e n  f u n d s  b e c a m e  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  h i r e  m o r e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  t o  d e c r e a s e  c a s e l o a d s ,  w h e r e  

f u n d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  o n g o i n g  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h o s e  e m p l o y e d  

i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  w h e n  f u n d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a c c e s s  of  

t.' o s e  in n e e d  t o  t h o s e  t h a t  c a n  h e l p .

T h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a r e  e m p l o y e d  

b y  t h e  s t a t e .  I w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  

e m p l o y m e n t ,  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  a n d  o v e r s i g h t  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  e x i s t  a t  t h e  

s t a t e  l e v e l  a r e  q u i t e  a d e q u a t e .  If t h e r e  i s  d o u b t  i n  t h e  

c i m m i t t e e  t h a t  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  t r a i n e d  in n o n - B S W / M S W  r e l a t e d  

f i e l d s  a r e  s o m e h o w  l e s s  c o m p e t e n t ,  l e s s  p r o f e s s i o n a l , o r  l e s s  

d e d i c a t e d  a s  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  t h e n  I a s k  y o u  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  

r a i l  o w i  n g :



C u r r e n t l y  t h e  s t a t e  o-f A l a s k a  e m p l o y s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of s o c i a l  

w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  s t a t i s t i c s  f r o m  t h e  D i v i s i o n  

of  Y o u t h  a n d  F a m i l y  S e r v i c e s ,  s t a t e  S o c i a l  W o r k e r s  w i t h  d e g r e e s  

b r e a k  d o w n  a s  f o l l o w s :

P h D  =  2  

M S W  =  3 2  

B S W  =  15 

M A  =  2 0  

B A  =  5 7

T h u s ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  3 B X  o f  t h o s e  S o c i a l  W o r k e r s  w i t h  d e g r e e s  

h a v e  a B S W  o r  M S W ,  a n d  hQV. o f  t h e  s t a t e  S o c i a l  W o r k e r s  h a v e  

d e g r e e s  i n  r e l a t e d  f i e l d s .  C a l l  M i k e  P r i c e ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  

F a m i l y  a n d  Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s .  A s k  h i m  d i r e c t l y  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n y  

d i s c e r n i b l e  d i f f e r e n c e s  r.t t h e  t w o  g r o u p s .  A s k  i f  B S W  M S W  s o c i a l  

w o r k e r s  a r e  s u p e r i o r ,  m o r e  p r o f e s s i a n a l , o r  h e l d  i n  h i g h e r  r e g a r d  

b y  c l i e n t s  a s  h e l p i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t h a n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  h i s  o t h e r  

s o c i a l  w o r k e r s .  T h e n  a s k  w h y  i s  i t  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r s t  o f  t h e  

s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  l i m i t  t h i s  l i c e n s e  t o  o n e ,  a n d  o n l y  o n e ,  d e g r e e  

p r o g r a m .

T h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  n o  g r e a t  o . a r r i d i n g  n e e d  f o r  A N Y  s o c i a l  

w o r k  o r  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e  l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e d u r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  If, 

h o w e v e r ,  y o u  f e e l  i t  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  s u c h  a 

p r o c e d u r e  b e  i n i t i a t e d ,  it  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

c h a n g e s  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t o  i n s u r e  e q u i t y  a n d  t r u e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

f o r  t h i s  h e l p i n g  f i e l d .



A m e n d  F o r  a n  A c t  E n t i t l e d  t o  r e a d :

A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  -field o f  s o c i a l  

w o r k  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a b o a r d  o f  s o c i a l  w o r k  e x a m i n e r s ;  a n d  

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

A m e n d  P u r p o s e  t o  r e a d :

P u r p o s e .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  a c t  i s  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  c o n s u m e r  t h a t  

p e r s o n s  p r o v i d i n g  p r i v a t e  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  o f  " s o c i a l  

w o r k e r "  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k  o r  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  

e d u c a t i o n  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d .

A m e n d  R e q u i r e m e n t s  t o  r e a d :

h a s  a  b a c h e l o r ’s  d e g r e e  i n  s o c i a l  w o r k  o r  r e l a t e d  f i e l d .

A m e n d  E l i g i b i l i t y  t o  r e a d :

A  p e r s o n  i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a l i c e n s e  a s  a  m a s t e r  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  if 

t h e  p e r s o n  m e e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of ( a ) (1) - (3) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  

a n d  h a s  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  s o c i a l  w o r k  o r  r e l a t e d  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  

d e g r e e  o r  i s  a  l i c e n s e d  L B S W  w h o  h a s  p a s s e d  a n  e x a m  a n d  m e e t s  

e x p e r i e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a s  s e t  f o r t h  b y  t h e  B o a r d .

A m e n d  E l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  I n d e p e n d e n t  S W  t o  r e a d :

A  p e r s o n  i s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a l i c e n s e  a s  a n  i n d e n d e n t  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  

( L I S W )  if t h e  p e r s o n  m e e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  ( a ) ( 1 )  -  (3) o f  

t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  h a s  a  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  s o c i a l  w o r k  o r  r e l a t e d  

s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  d e g r e e  o r  i s  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  (b) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  

a n d  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  a t  l e a s t  2 4  m o n t h s  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  (or p o s t  M L S W  

a w a r d )  s u p e r v i s e d  e x p e r i e n c e  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  

s p e c i a l t y  i n  w h i c h  t h e  p e r s o n  i n t e n d s  t o  e n g a g e  a s  a  p r i v a t e  

p r a c t i  ti o n e r .

A m e n d  L i c e n s e  b y  C r e d e n t i a l s  t o  r e a d :

h o l d s  a  d e g r e e  i n  s o c i a l  w o r k  o r  r e l a t e d  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  d e g r e e  

f r o m  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  c o l l e g e / u n i v e r s i t y  p l u s  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  e v a l u a t e d  
b y  t h e  b o a r d .

A m e n d  P r o h i b i t i o n s  a n d  F e n a l t i e s  a n d  i n s e r t  t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :

T h i s  s e c t i o n  e x e m p t s  S t a t e ,  L o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  n o n - p r o f i t  

N a t i v e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  p e r s o n e l , a n d  a p p l i e s  o n l y  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  

e n g a g e d  i n  p r i v a t e  p u b l i c  p r a c t i c e .

D E L E T E  a n y  a n d  A L L  r e f e r e n c e  t o  N a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  t h e  

a u t h o r i t y  a n d  m o d e l  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h i s  i s  a u n i q u e  

s t a t e ,  a n d  m o s t  " m o d e l "  o u t l i n e s  c a n n o t ,  a n d  d o  n o t ,  p r o p e r l y  

r e f l e c t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h i s  S t a t e  o r  i t s  p e o p l e .

D E L E T E  m a n d a t o r y  s t a t e  E X A M I N A T I O N S .  S u c h  r.equi r e m e n t s  w i l l  
i n h e r e n t l y  d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  r u r a l  a n d  m i n o r i t y  a p p l i c a n t s .  

R e q u i r e  s c r e e n i n g  b y  e x a m  O N L Y  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i s h i n g  t o  o p e n  

P R I V A T E  p r a c t i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .
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COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL 227

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the practice of social work and

establishing the Board of Social. W orker Examiners; 

and providing for an effective date."

This bill would establish a Board of Social Work Examiners which would 

set standards for specialty designations of Social Workers, provide for 

examination of eligible participants, adopt regulations for supervision 

of persons engaged in social work who are not Master Social Workers, and 

impose disciplinary sanctions. The bill would require that a person be 

licensed to use the title "Social Worker." The bill regulates conf i d e n­

tiality and the disclosure of information. The bill allows for a two 

year grandfathering of some persons currently employed as social 

workers.

The Department of Health and Social Services supports efforts to 

increase professional standards for social workers. The department is 

currently seeking to increase the number of M.S.W. and B.S.W. employees 

engaged in agency social work, by taking administrative actions which 

increase the availability and hiring of these degree'd professionals. 

In addition, the department believes that professional standards for 

social workers in the private sector would increase public confidence. 

The bill presents a number of complicated issues that have not been 

resolved quickly in other states. These areas require special scrutiny 

and analysis. This position poper ti^st addresses two major issues, 

followed by a sectional analysis.

I. MAJOR DEPARTMEN TAL ISSUES

A. Effect on Current State Employees:

There are currently 143 Division of Family and Youth Services social 

workers affected by the bill.

As of January 3, 1986, an Educational review of staff qualifications of 

Division of Family and Youth Services employees shows that of 143 social 

worker positions, 2 have Ph.D's, 32 have M.S.W. degrees, 20 have related 

master's degrees, 15 have B.S.W. degrees, and 57 have related bachelor's 

degrees. 52% of social work employees have a BSW or above, which 

represents the agency's strong management effort to continue to improve 

the credentials of social work staff.

Approximately 50% of social work supervisors have M.S.W. degrees from an 

accredited social work school. The department interprets the bill to 

indicate that under Section 7(a)(1) or (3) the majority of these persons 

would be eligible for licensure which would make it possible for their 

employees to qualify for licensure by related education [7(a)(1)] or 

experience and an examination [7(a)(3)].
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T h e  bill does a llow for a l i m i t e d  l i c e n s e  fo r  "social workers'1 w h o  do 

not m e e t  all o f  the l i censing s t a n d a r d s ,  but w h o  have degr e e s  in social 

w o r k  o r  related fields and 24 m o n t h s  e x p e r i e n c e  p r i o r  to Ju l y  l s 1987. 

T he d e p a r t m e n t  is con c er n e d  t h a t  p r o v i s i o n s  be m a d e  f o r  p a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  and training to b e c o m e  l i c e n s e d  social w o r k e r s  a f t e r  J u l y  1, 

1987.

B. E ff e c t  on State H i r i n g  P r a c t i c e s ,  Incl u d i n g  Local H ire and

A f f i r m a t i v e  Action G o a T s :

A f t e r  the enactment of the bill, the d e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  to 

h i r e  l i c e n s ed  social worke r s ,  w i t h  the e x c e p t i o n  o f  " a s s o c i a t e  social 

w o r k e r s "  who m ust be s u p e r v i se d  by a l i c e n s e d  social worker. A f t e r  J u l y  

1, 1987, it may be dif f i c u l t  to fill all p o s i t io n s ,  w h e t h e r  p u b l i c  or 

p r i v a t e ,  w i t h  licensed social w o r k e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in rural areas. The 

b i l l ' s  strict educational r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  a f t e r  Ju l y  1, 1987 

m a y  impede the state's l o n g - t e r m  g o a l s o f  e m p l o y i n g  p a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l

e m p l o y e e s  and developing a c a r e e r  l a d d e r  f o r  them. Th e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f t e n  

h i r e s  Alaska Native "Social S e r v i c e s  A s s o c i a t e s "  w h o  m a y  e v e n t u a l l y  

b e c o m e  social workers. M a n y  o f  t h e s e  e m p l o y e e s  poss e s s  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  

l a n g u a g e  skills essential to p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  in some rural areas of

t h e  state. The bill w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  p r e v e n t  these pers on s  f r o m  a d v a n c i n g

b e y o n d  the paraprofessional level u n l e s s  they leave t h e ir  c o m m u n i t i e s  

f o r  f u r t h e r  education.

II. S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S

A, S u p e r v i s i o n

In a d d i t i o n  to the concerns m e n t i o n e d  above, the d e p a r t m e n t  w i s h e s  to 

n o t e  o t h e r  problem areas, s e c t i o n  by section.

The bill, at OP,.87.070(5), states t h a t  t h e  l i censing bo a r d  m u s t  p r o m u l­

gate regulations determ i n i n g h o w  n o n - m a s t e r  social w o r k e r s  w o u l d  be 

su p e r v i s ed .  At this time the d e p a r t m e n t  c an n o t  kno w  how t hese s u p e r v i­

sion stan d a r d s  would relate to the d e p a r t m e n t ' s  s u p e r v i s o r y  struct u r e s .  

H o w e v e r ,  the department can a t t e m p t  to deal w i t h  this issue w h e n  r e g u­

lat i o n s  are proposed in the future.

B. Powers of the Board

In S e c t i o n  08.87.240, the p e n a l t y  s e c t i o n  of the bill, the d e p a r t m e n t  

u r g e s  cl a r ification of s u b s e c t i o n  (a) w h i c h  c r e a t e s  a Class B m i s d e­

meanor. The present language sta t e s  th a t  "a person who v i o l a t e s  this 

c h a p t e r "  has committed a crime. Th i s  criminal p r o v i s i o n  sho u l d  s t at e  

w h a t  s p e c i fi c  activity is m a d e  c r i m i n a l ,  w h e t h e r  it is o nly p r a c t i c e  

w i t h o u t  a license or, as an e x t r e m e  e x a m p l e ,  w h e t h e r  it w o u l d  be a c r i m e  

f o r  a social wo r k e r  to breach c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  u n d e r  0 8 .87.210.

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  also urges that S u b s e c t i o n  (b) of 0 8 . 8 7 . 2 4 0  be set out as 

a s e p a r a t e  section, as the B o a r d ' s  r i g h t  to seek a civil i n j u n c t i o n
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w o u l d  be b e t t e r  placed s e p a r a t e l y  f r o m  the criminal p e n a l t y  p r o v is i o n s  

of the bill. Also, the d e p a r t m e n t  urges the a m e n d m e n t  of 0 8 . 8 7 . 2 4 0  as

follows, to clar i fy  tha t the B o ar d  is not e m p o w e r e d  to issue i n junctive

type orders:

(b) The Board m a y  a p p l y  to the S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  f o r  an o r d e r

enj o i n i ng  [MAY S E E K  TO ENJOIN OR R E S TRAINJ a perse'. not

l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  or w h o s e  licen s e  is s us p e n d e d ,

r evoked o r  e x p i r e d  f r o m  v i olating this chapter.

C. “Grandfath e ri n g "

The oetails o f  the w a i v e r  o r  'grandfathering" f or  p r e s e n t  social worke r s  

are con t a in e d  in S e c t i o n  7 o f  the hill. The d e p a r t m e n t  inter p re t s  

Section 7 to mean tha t  this license is renev/able by t h o s e  w ho  are

licensed through g r a n d f a t h e r i n g  if the license has not b e e n  re v o k e d  fo r  

d i s c i p l i n a ry  reasons.

S ection (7)(a)(l) b r o a d e n s  w h o  m a y  be licensed as a social w o r k e r  to 

include related degr e e s o r  (3) practicing social w o r k  for 2 y e a r s  u n de r  

the s u p e r vi s i o n  of s o m e o n e  e l i g i b l e  for l i c ensure and by s u c c e s s f u l l y  

c ompleting the exam.

The d e pa r t m e n t  c u n t i n u e s  t o  be c o n c e r ne d  about the g r a n d f a t h e r i n g  clause 

in that it does not take int o  c o n s i de r a t i o n  persons w h o  h a v e  p e r f o r m e d

the duties of social w o r k  f o r  two y e ar s  or mor e  and are n o w  e m p l o y e d  in

the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  an a g e n c y  w hich empl o ys  social w o r k e r s .  The 

d e p a r t m e n t  ther e f o r e  r e c o m m e n d s  t hat the f o l l ow i n g  be a d d ed  to S e ct i o n  7 

(a): "has p r acticed u n d e r  the  title Social W o r k e r  w i t h i n  th e  last five

.years and is now e m p l o y e d  in the a dm i n i s t r a t i o n  of an a g e n c y  that 

employs people u n d e r  t h a t  t i t l e .'1

III. FINANCIAL I MPACT

Sec. 8 . 8 7 .1 4 0  sets ou t  t h e  fe e  structure. This w o u l d  have an impact on 

State employees by i m p o s i n g  an applic a t i on  fee to be d e t e r m i n e d  by the 

board. These fees c o u l d  be v e r y  s i g n i ficant and co s t l y  to the state 

e m p l o y e e  who does not p r e s e n t l y  pay any fees.

IV. OBSERV A T I O N

This bill is d e s i g n e d  to g u a r a n t e e  high s t a n d a r d s  of social wor k 

pract i c e  in the private a n d  p u b l i c  sector. In reality* the real issues 

for tb public s e c t o r  are h igh caseloads, high ratios o f  s u p e r v i s e e s  to 

s upervisors and i n a d e q u a t e  t r a in i n g  funds fo r  s t a t e  e m p l o y e d  social 

workers.

V . REC O M M E N D A TI O N

The d e p a r t m e nt  s u p po r t s  t h e  lic e n s u r e  of social w o r k e r s  in both the 

public and private s e c t o r  as an additional me t h od  to m o n i t o r  q u a l i t y  and
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to p r o t e c t  the public, an d  the d e p a r t m e n t  b e l i e v e s  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  should 

be m a d e  f o r  p e rs o n s  c u r r e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  as social w o r k e r s  o r  in the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of an a g e n c y  w h i c h  e m p l o y s  social w o rkers. The 

d e p a r t m e n t  pref e r s  a l i c e n s i n g  bill w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e s  a Behavioral 

S c i e n c e  B o a r d  to o v e r s e e  s e v e r a -? c o u n s e l i n g  p r o f e s s i o n s .

RECOMMENDED:

DATE:

APPROVED:

M i c h a e l  L. P r i c e ,  Dir&dtor 

D i v i s i o n  of  F a m i l y  

an d  Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s

  •
J o M  R. P u g h , / C o m m i s s i o n e r

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h

and Social S e r v ic e s

DATE:
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Fairbanks Community 
Mental Health Center
209 Forty Mile Ave., Graehl . Falrtenki, Aluka 99701 

Phont (907)452-1575

J a n u a r y  7, 1985

Dear State Legislators:

Senate Bill 227 offers an opportunity for the licensure of Alaska's social w o r k  

professionals. T h e  majority of Btates h a v e  a licensure law for social worker* 
in order to assure competency. This proteats the consumer, professional and 
smployer.

T h e  Fair b a n k s  C o m m u n i t y  Mental Hgalth Center, a n  employer of master level 
social w o r k e r s ,  wishes to e n c o u r a g e  passage of S B  227. O n *  of our reasons for 
advocating for licensure pertains to the necessity of billing third party 
payors s u c h  as insurance companies and Medicaid. Insurance companies in 

particular request information on the respective state's assurances of 
professional competency. Without a license the professional h a s  no 
recognition.

Personally, I endorse licensure a n d  have lived a n d  professionally practiced to 
three states with licensure laws. In these states the public w a s  better 

assured of competency, a n d  h a d  the alternative of using a licensed clinical 
social w o r k e r  w h e n  selecting a therapist. B a s e d  o n  purs eoonomicp the licensed 
social w o r k e r  w a s  cheaper to obtain services from th a n  a psychiatrist.

Y o u r  s u p p o r t  for this btl will b e  appreciated b y  our staff a n d  B o a r d  of 
DJ-ectors.

W a r m  Reg a r d s ,

Paul W. Trussell, Jr., A C S W  
Executive Director

PWT:cj

CD



UBBY F7NESMITH STORTZ, MSW, ACSW
P.O. Box 03003 C ollege, Alaska 99700 • 800 U nlverilty Avenue (907)45*0070

January 4, 1986

Dear Legislators:

I am writing you to express my support of your activities toward Social Work 
Licensure. As a Clinical Social Worker, I deliver therapeutic services to u 
wide variety of people. I work with ohildren who have been victim# of child 
abuse, neglect and sexual abuse. 1 work with their parents. I work with 
couples whose marriages are not working and individuals who are experiencing 
separation from the termination of their marital relations, through divorce, 
separation or death. I often work with adults who were abused as children.
Some of my clients are seriously emotionally disturbed. Hany are also the 
clients of the Division of Family and Youth Services. There are others.

As is the case in the lower 48, SooiaX Workers deliver over 5550 of therapuetic 
services. There are few psyohiatrics available t.o treat these clients and 
community agencies are often overflowing, unable to meet their requests for 
service.

There are a number of very sound reasons for licensing Social Work practioners. 
Some regulation of the practise of therapy is needed for the protection of the 
consumer. Currently, almost anyone may call themselves a social worker or hang 
out a shingle. As a Clinical Social Worker, I am bound by a code of ethics, 
but others may not be. Nor is there a structure in our State, for complaints 
by clients regarding ethical problems. In practising with the wide variety of 
clients whom I see, I need tne legal support of the State for priveleged 
Communication, A final important consideration is dollars and cents. W.lth 
State licensing, the Clinical Social Worker la eligible to rioeive third 
party payments such sa Medicaid, Without it, servicing children in footer 
care or in State custody, requires that the State pay for services through 
the administration of special funds. This would be virtually an unnecessary 
State expenditure if Social Workers were licensed,

I support HB 317 and SB227 or any bill which would result in some reasonable 
regulation of the practise of social work. Thank you for your attention to 
this important matter.

Sincerely,

Libby Finesmith Stortz, ACSW

Individual, Couple, Family, G roup Therapy



A rctic Alliance for People
F C S  C iik a e f rS . 
f t i r b a « A s , A X '  9 ? 7 0 l

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS: Social workers are the largest professional
group providing mental health and social services in 
Alaska as well as in the nation;

WHEREASp The National Institute of Mental Health has 
called psychiatry* psychology* psychiatric nursing and 
social work* “the four major mental health professions" 
and social work is the only one of the four group* not 
regulated in Alaska;

WHEREAS: Social work is legally regulated in 34 other
States plus the District of Columbia}

WHEREASs There is actual and potential harm to the 
public from unregulated social work practice;

WHEREAS: Licensure would further the development of
guality of services by establishing educational and 
ethical standards;

BE IT RESOLVEDi That the Legislature should pass a law 
licensing social workers in Alaska,



\ Fairbanks Counseling and Adoption
S. r.v. u y *  l y t t

y  F a i r b a n k s  A l a s k a  99707
(907) 456>4729

>U ch 6, 1906

B a s r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o p o n e n  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u e n b e r g ,

O n  b e h a l f  of the B o a r d  o f  D i r e o t o r e  a n d  s t a f f  o f  F a i r b a n k s  
C o u n s e l i n g  a n d  Adopti on,  I ' m  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u  a b o u t  s o o i a l  w o r k  

l i c e n a u r e .  <Jur a g e n c y  s t r o n g l y  S u p p o r t s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  
of s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  and r e q u e s t s  t h a t  y o u  m a k e  l i c e n s u r e  p o s s i b l e  
b y  p a s s i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h i s  se ss i o n .

O u r  s u p p o r t  is b a s e d  o n  t h r e e  a r e a s  of oono ern ;

-- g u a r a n t e e i n g  q u a l i t y  t r e a t m e n t  s e r v i c e s  for o l i e n t a  

i n  n e e d

-- d e s i g n i n g  a s t a n d a r d i z e d  a n d  a c c o u n t a b l e  m e t h o d  o f  
i n s u r i n g  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s

-- e x p a n d i n g  the m e a n s  t o  m a k e  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  d e m a n d s  
f o r  q u a l i t y  t r e a t m e n t  s e r v i c e s  p o s s i b l e

P e o p l e  w h o  s e e k  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  a r e  o f t e n  at t h e i r  m o s t  
v u l n e r a b l e .  I m p r o p e r  i n a d e q u a t e  s e r v i c e s  d o  not h e l p  a c l i e n t ,  
a n d  c a n  bo d i s a s t r o u s l y  e m o t i o n a l l y  d a m a g i n g .  S k i l l e d
a p p r o p r i a t e  s e r v i c e s  c a n  b o l p  .a c l i e n t  t o  i m p r o v e  h i s  l i f e  
s i t u a t i o n ,  as well  as t o  e a s e  p e r s o n a l  pain. A p e r s o n  w h o  is 
v u l n e r a b l e  a n d  h u r t i n g  is n ot  i n  a p o s i t i o n  to firs t i n t e r v i e w  
h i s  h e l p e r  to  be sure  t h a t  p e r s o n  is i n d e e d  wel l t r a i n e d .  He  
n e e d s  to k n o w  he ca n r e l y  u p o n  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,

L i c e n s u r e  g u a r a n t e e s  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t ra in in g,  e t h i c s ,  a n d  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  conduct. I t a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e s  a s y s t e m  of
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  f o r  who se  c o n d u c t  is i n  q u e s t i o n ,

F C A  is  o n e  of a n e t w o r k  of F a i r b a n k s  a g e n c i e s  o o m m i t t e d  to 
d e l i v e r i n g  q u a l i t y  c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s .  I ' m  s u r e  as a l e g i s l a t o r ,  
you* ve h e a r d  o f  the i n c r e a s i n g  d e m a n d s  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  f a m i l y  
s e r v i c e s .  Th e  i n c i d e n c e  o f  c h i l d  a b u s e  - e m o t i o n a l ,  P h y s i c a l  a n d  
s e x u a l  - is i n c r e a s i n g .  T he i n c i d e n c e  o f  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s  is
i n c r e a s i n g .  F a m i l i e s  n e e d  s k i l l e d  a s s i s t a n c e  in c h a n g i n g  t h e i r  
w a y s  of c o m m u n i c a t i n g  a n d  b e h a v i n g  t o w a r d  on' a n o t h e r .  
I n d i v i d u a l s  n e e d  s k i l l e d  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  c h a n g i n g  the w r y  t h e y  f e e l  
a b o u t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  the w a y s  t h e y  v i e w  a n d  r e l a t e  to o t h e r s  i n  
t h e i r  world. F a i r b a n k s  d o e s  not h a v e  e n o u g h  s k i l l e d  t h e r a p i s t s  

t o  m e e t  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s .  I n  f a c t  we h a v e  a s e r i o u s  s h o r t a g e  
o f  r e s o u r c e s .

A Uniled Way Member Agency



L i c e n s i n g  c a n  h e l p  t o  m a k e  f u n d i n g  n e w  p o s i t i o n s  p o s s i b l e .  
I n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  p r o v i d e r s  of  c l i n i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  
be l i c e n s e d  in o r de r t o  be  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i r d  p a r t y  c o l l e c t i o n ,  
A f e w  wi ll  a c c e p t  n a t i o n a l  l i c e n s u r e .  Hos t r e q u i r e  s t a t e  
l i o e n s u r e  as well. We d o  no t h a v e  e n o u g h  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  a n d  
c l i n i c a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  ( t h e  o n l y  l i c e n s e d  o l i n i o i a n s  in  t h i s  
s t a t e ) ,  to  d e l i v e r  n e e d e d  s e r v i c e s .  S o c i a l  w o r k e r s  p r o v i d e  we ll  
o v e r  h a l f  the t r e a t m e n t  ne eds . H o w e v e r  p a y m e n t  for a o c i a l  w o r k  
s e r v i o e s  m u s t  p r i m a r i l y  be  o u t - o f - p o c k e t  f r o m  c l i e n t s  o r  r e l y  o n  
s t a t e  or  c i t y  grants, o r  c o m m u n i t y  f u n d i n g  e f fo rt s. As y o u  know, 
s t a t e  d o l l a r s  fo r t r e a t m e n t  s e r v i c e s  a r e  sh ri nk i n g .  Y et  o u r  
c o m m u n i t y  n e e d s  more d o l l a r s  to m e e t  th e i n c r e a s e d  d e m a n d  f o r  
s e r v i c e s .

O u r  a g e n c y  is a n o n - p r o f i t  one. We o f f e r  ou r s e r v i c e s  o n  a 
e l i d i n g  f e e  scale. M a n y  o f  o u r  c l i e n t s  p a y  o n l y  $5 o r  < 1 0  a n
hour! I n c r e a s i n g  o u r  i n s u r a n c e  c o l l e c t i o n s  w o u l d  h e l p  t o  
s u b s i d i z e  s e e i n g  more l o w - i n c o m e  c l i e n t s  w h o  d o  not h a v e  f u n d s  to 
pay.

M o s t  of  ou r a g e n c y  c o u n s e l i n g  s t a f f  ar e e l i g i b l e  f o r  
l i c e n s u r e  u n d e r  the p r o p o s e d  s o c i a l  w o r k  l i c e n s u r e  bills. W e ' r s  
c o m m i t t e d  to e m p l o y i n g  t r a i n e d  s k i l l e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o  c a n  a n d  
wil l o f f e r  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s .  O u r  r e p u t a t i o n  in the c o m m u n i t y
c o n f i r m s  t h e i r  o p i n i o n  of  o u r  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s .

Ou r  B o a r d  and s t a f f  a s k  t h a t  y o u  m a k e  it p o s s i b l e  ' to 
i n c r e a s e  r e e o u r o e s  of o u r  a g e n c y  an d o t h e r s  l i k e  us to h e l p  m o r e  
c l i e n t s  in  need. We a s k  t h a t  y o u  m a k e  it p o s s i b l e  to g u a r a n t e e  
a n y o n e  i n  the stat e u s i n g  t h e  t i t l e  S o c i a l  W o r k e r  h a s  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  a n d  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  to  o f f e r  the q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e s  th e  
c o n s u m e r  d e s e r v e s .  We a s k  y o u  s u p p o r t  s o c i a l  w o r k  l i c e n s u r e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C o l l e e n  P a t r i c k - R i l c y ; MSW, 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r



ALASKA W O M E N ’S LOBBY
POST OFFICE BOX 10-1571. ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99510

March 6, 1986

Ho n o r a b l e  Max G r u e n b c r g ,  C o - C h a i r m a n  
H o n o r a b l e  N i i l o  Koponen, Co- C h a i r m a n

Mr. C h a i r m e n  and m e m b e r s  of the C o m m i t t e e :

The A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  L o b b y  w o u l d  like to e x p r e s s  it's s u p p o r t  
for SB 227 w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  the l i c e n s i n g  of social workers.

We b e l i e v e  t h a t  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of profes s i o n a l ,  n a t i o n a l l y  
r e c o g n i z e d  s t a n d a r d s  w i l l  incr ease the p u b l i c  c o n f i d e n c e  in 
inose who p r o v i d e  these n e e d e d  services .

P e r s o n s  r e q u i r i n g  the s e r v i c e s  o f  a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  are often 
in a time of crisis. W h e n  a s o c i a l  w o r k e r  interven es in a 
family  s i t u a t i o n  that f a m i l y  should be a s s u r e d  that t.iis 
person has the experience, e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  to c o m p e t e n t l y  
and e t h i c a l l y  provide the n e e d e d  s ervices.

A l i c e n s i n g  board will a l l o w  for the m o n i t o r i n g  of the q u a l i t y  
of s e r vice and will p r o t e c t  the public.

The b i l l  a l l o w s  for those w i t h o u t  the r e q u i r e d  d egree  to 
become l i c e n s e d  throu gh e x p e r i e n c e  and exami n a t i o n ,  a l l o w i n g  
q u a l i f i e d  p a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l ^  to a d v a n c e  in their coreers.

The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of n a t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  s t a n dards f o r  those 
p r a c t i c i n g  s o c i a l  work in o u r  state w i l l  provi de an inc entive 
f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  w h i c h  we b e l i e v e  can only b e n e f i t  
those p r o v i d i n g  and r e c e i v i n g  s o c i a l  w o r k  se rvi c e s  and would 
be in the ‘bes t  interests of the state.

We urge y o u r  f a v o r able c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  SB 227.

T hank you.

Sherrie  Coll, l o b b y i s t  
A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  Lobby



Offered: 1/29/86
Referred: Rules

Or i g i n a l  sponsor: F a h r e n k a m p  b y  request

IN THE SENATE BY T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 227 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the practice of social work and

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. PURPOSE. The purpose of this Act is to assure the consu­

mer that persons providing services under the title "social worker" have 

completed professional social work education or training, adhere to a code 

of professional ethics, and are subject to licensure by the Board of Social 

Work Examiners.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.01.010 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

* Sec. 3. AS 08.03.010(c) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(21) Board of Social Worker Examiners (AS 08.87.010) —  

June 30, 1990.

* Sec. 4. AS 08 is amended by adding a new chapter to read:

Sec. 08.87.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF BOARD. There is 

created a Board of Social Worker Examiners consisting of five members, 

including three licensed master social workers, one of whom is li­

censed as an independent social worker, one licensed bachelor social

as a social worker, employed by a licensed social worker, or have a | 

financial interest in the social work profession. To the extent !

establishing the Board of Social Worker Examiners; 

and providing for an effective date."

(25) Board of Social Worker Examiners (AS 08.87.010).

CHAPTER 87. SOCIAL WORKERS.

ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF SOCIAL WORKER EXAMINERS.

worker, and one public member. The public member may not be licensed
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possible members shrill bn appointed from d f<?verert geographic regions 

of  the ntrfe. A member who has served two successive full terms ranv 

not be reappointed until four years after the expiration of the second 

term.

Sac. 0!J.87.G7Q. TERM Of OFFICE. Each ncxb^r of the board serves 

tor a Certi of four vears and until the member's successor Is appointed 

and nullified. An cooointroant to n vacancy in for the unerrpired term.

Sec. 08.87.03f-. BOARD ffEETTNOS. The board shall meet at least 

once a yetr.

Sec. t8.C7.040. ELECTION OF OFFICERS. The board shall elect

fron amoog its members a chairperson and a secretary. Officers serve

for a terra not exceeding two veers.

Sec. 08.R7.030. REf'OVAT, OF  BOARD MIW8ERS. The governor may

remove 2 member of the board for cause. linercuscd absences from

meetings are cause for removal as determined bv  the hoard.

Sec. 08.07.060. REP DTE™ AMD TRAVEL, hoard members receive no 

compensation but are entitled to per diem and travel er.pences author­

ised tor members of bnardc and commissions under AS 3S.20.180.

See. 00.87.070. POWERS A MD DUTIES THE B O A R D ,  The board shall

(1) provide for the eramirrcfion of eligible applicants for 

licenses under this chapter;

(71 submit an. annua! report n c its proceedings to the

governor, including recommended changes to this chanter and a state­

ment o r m oney received and disbursed;

(3) adopt nationally recognised specialty designations for :

t!i« private practice of coci»l work and authorize ppecialitv deeip-

nationn or licenses issued under this chanter;

(4) after a hearing, impose disciplinary sanctions against 

i person vho violates this chapter, ar order of the board, or a
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rrtrul actor. c>r the hoards

(5) nclopt rejntleti o.or. relating to ro'iulr«nantfi for the 

supervision of persons er.gaeed In crcirl work under this chnDter who 

are not licensed masser social workers;

(6) adopt re m i c t i o n s  requiring p r o o r of continued conpt-- 

tc’.o’' before <’ license in rr-rowed;

(7) adopt regulationc to carry out the nurposop this

chapter.

Sec. 0S.S7.0S0. A » W 7 S T R A T tVE PEOCEDtTEE S . The Administrative 

Procedure Act (AS AA.A2) applies to regulations end proceedings under 

thin chapter.

ARTICLE 2. LICENSING OP SOCIAL WORKERS.

Sec. OR.87.100. LICENSING OF  SOCIAL VOP.SKRS. (a) A  person J.s 

eligible fcr n license cf a bachelor social worker (LBSV) if the 

person

(1) ic in rood professional standing sr.d is fit to practice 

social work nr determined under regulations of the board;

(?) has satisfactorily completed the state c-rnminntion for 

the licence:

(3) ni‘ovide:> three professional references to the board;

(A) has s bcchelor's degree in social work fron e school 

with a socie.l work urogram accredited by the Council on Social Vork 

Education.

(b) A  person ir eligible for a license na a tanster social worker 

(T.MSW) if the perron meets the requirements of (a)(1) - (3) of this 

section and has a master's dcgrep in social vor k  from e school with a 

social wn'-k program r.ccr-dited by  the Council on Social Vork Educa­

tion.

(c) A person is eligible for p. license as an independent social
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worker (LTSV) i r the person meets the recuiremer.tp o r (a)(1) - (3> of 

this section, her. n master's degree In social work from e school with 

a social work program accredited by the Council on Social Wor k  Educa­

tion, a"d her completed at lerst ?A months supervised post-graduate 

orperier.ee approved by the board in the field of special tv in which 

the perao-i intends to engage as a private practitioner.

Sec. 03.87.110. SCO?” 0** P R A C T I C E . (a) A person licensed no n 

bachelor, master, or independent social worker m ay provide services 

that enhance, prctecr , or restore people'e capacity eo r social func­

tioning whether impaired bv p h v r i c a ! , environmental, or emotional 

factors, guided bv n^o'essionsl social work ethics, knowledge and 

intervention methods.

(hi A social worker nay practice psychotherapy onlv i f the 

social worker is licensed as nr independent social worker with a 

clinical specie It” or as >> master social work e r  and is employed and 

supervised ir, .? clinical setting.

(c) A  social worker n ay practice social work autonomously only

j  r

(1) the person is licensed as an independent social worker;

(7) cho board has approved the spenialtv in which the 

person, mav engage as a private practitioner and authorises designation 

of the speciality or. the person's license;

(3) the license hearing a designation of speciality is 

prominently displayed in the place th" person engages in private 

practice; and

(At the person limits the private practice of social work 

to the designated specialty.

Sec. 03.37.170. LICEYSE DY CREDENTIALS. The beard shall provide 

for licensing a person as a bachelor, master or independent social 
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fl) holds p decree in r.oricl w o r k  from a school with r. 

rocisl work nraisrar accreditad by rh® Council o p  Social V'ork Educa- 

t i o n ;

(?) has an active licens® to practice social work in an­

other llcerrinp Jurisdiction wir h  requirenienCn rt th® tine of the 

original licensure Chat were similar to or hich®r than those of this 

statei

(.1) is not the subject of nn unresolved complaint, review 

procedure, or disciplinar'® nroeepdir.q undertaken bv e professional 

social worker association or rejrulatorv authority!

(4) has r.ot failed the or ami nation o* this state;

(5> has not previous! y h ad p license to practice social 

w ork revoked ir. thir or another Jurisdiction;

16) subsits oreof of continued competence as required hr 

regulation of the hoard; and

(7) pars all required fees.

Sec. 09.P7.i3fl. LICENSE RENEW,*. REQUIRED. A license issued 

under this chanter shall be renewed in e.ccerdance wirh AS 09.01.100.

Sec. 0 8 .R 7 . 1 4 0 . FEEf. An apnlicaot for examination, reonamine-
1

tiori, or issuance or renewal of a licen ;e shell ps» the r«ps estab­

lished fcp the deportment under AN 00.01.065.

ARTICLE 3. PROHIBITIONS AH!) PENALTIES.

Sec. 03.87.200. LICENSE REQUIRED EOR U SE OF  T I T L E . (a) Unless

licensed under this chapter, a. person maw riot use Che title "social !

worker" or a title, designation, or device indicating or tending to i

I
indicate that the person ic r. social worker or practices sociel work.

A pornon mar not use the letters "L3SU" as part of n title unless the

person ic licensed as a bnchelor socicl worker under thia chapter. A
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perm-, tcav nor use the letters at r arr r.r  a title ur.les? th**

prr-on is li—enspd as a master social worker under this chapter. A

person nr.r not use the letters "hTn'./'' as part of a. title unless the

verson is licensed as at* independent social worker under this chanter.

K::cept nr provided ir. Col <v this sect Ion, a nerson m*v not \i?c the

title " social vorke r intern" or "social worker studen r , "

(b) A student enrolled Ir. an cccredi'n'd social work program t’c■', 

uee the title "social worker intern" or "cocir.l worker studc"?:" i* the 

percon'c activities constitute n port of the person's supervised 

course o f  study.

(e> A. pcroon who is not licensed under thin chanter mcv use the 

title "nRBoci-te social worker" or « similar title while the perron it 

prov*dinp services as a social worker to the state or politic*’ 

subdivision of the state under the supervision of a social worker 11- 

eersed under this chanter.

flee. 0B.S?.’10. CIV?**?OEVTTA1.7TY Of  COWTH't C A TIONS. A social

worker licensed under this chapter or an associate social worker nay

.
not disclose information provided to the socin' worker bv o client in 

the course of their professional contact. This prohibition does not 

appl" if the

C O  client provides written consent rn the social worker to 

reveal the corsa.unloatior.t

(?) client is incompetent ar.d the ruardiars or personal 

representative provides written co.'irent t° the social worker to reveal 

the coETnunieationi

(3' client is dead and a ber.eficinrv of an insurance policy 

on rhc client's life provides written consent tc the social worker to | 

revue 1 the concninicattnoj

(U) conuBunicntion discloses than n crlno ha? bs^n committed
: I
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or r e veal« an intent to rnsjiIr a. crime;

(5) client is a. miner, the eocntunicatioe discloses that the 

client was the victim ct a crime or harmful. net, nr'd the social worker 

reveals the* contain!cation or;lv during the course o* an official evam- 

innr.ici', trie! or other p r o c e e d i n g  jr. vhich the c o r a l nsion of the 

crirec or harmful art i s  n subject of  inquiry;

(A) client bring* charges ag.ii.Tjst tha social worker and the 

social worker reveals the co'ssnmi. cation onlv as nocrssarv to defend 

the c h arges;

(7) social worker ir subpoenaed to testify in court;

(3) socf.al worker 5r collaborating or consulting with

professional colleagues or sr. administrative superior on behalf of the 

client;

( 9 )  ecTmunicati.cn dir.clor.cs information that the social

worker is required bv state or federal laws or regulations to dis­

close.

Sec. 03.S7.??9. G?0!J???!S TOR IMPOSITION OF  DISCIPLINARY SANC­

TIONS. After a hearing, the hoard may impose r disciplinary sanction 

on a. person licensed uod"r c h i a 'chapter when the board finds that the 

licensee

(I) secured a license throueh deceit, fraud, or intentional 

n l s r e p r o B e r r a t i o n t

(?) engaged in deceit, fraud, or ir.tenticr.pl nisrepreBPntn- 

tion in the course of providing professional services or engaging in 

professional activities;

(3) nrivertinod professional servicer, in a fatr.c or mislead­

ing manner;

(;i) has been convicted of a crime that has a substantial 

relationship to the licensee’s activities and servicer or that affects

-7- CSSR 2?7(Fin)



css*

the U c e n s e e 'r rrbI! •*?r« to continue to orae*'ic« competently and safelv;

(5) intentionally o’* r c g l i  g ^ n t l v  enypjred ir. or oermi.f"*r«ici 

the parfnrr>»nce of social work >  persons under the licensee. ’ «• sup*— - 

visfor. that dope not conform jn minimum professional stnnda.rds rayar;’- 

less ctr whether setunl injury occurred;

(f>' failed tc complv with this chanter, with a regulation 

ndooted under this ehnppc-r, or with nr order of the hoard j

f7) continued to practice after becomint unfit due to

(A' professional ircoirofctencet

(n l addiction or dependence on alcohol or other drugs 

that ciov endanger the nub!ic bv impairing the licensee’s ability 

to practice}

(Cl physical or mental disability;

(9) engaged ir lewd conduct ir: connection wit h  the delivery 

of p m f o s s i n r s l  service;

(9) has beers h«!d liable for nxlpra.cti ce in. a civil action: 

(101 has had n license revoked in another jurisdiction.

Sec. 0*.87.130. TITS C TPT.T MAP. Y S A N CTIONS. (e) Tr it finds that a

licensee bar cosririttod ar act net cut in AS 0S.87.710, the board may 

impose the following sanctions singly or in combination:

(11 permanently revoke c license to practice:

(2) suspend n license for a determinate period of time;

(3) censure a licensee:

(4) issue a letter of reprimand to the licensee;

(I'* pinco a. licensee or nrcbatione.ry status and require the 

licensee to

(A! r<--pnrc regularly to the board upon matters i n v o l v ­

ing the basis of probation.;

(Jl) limit practice to those areas proscribed;

?.?? (Fir) cngfossei -fl-



(0) ccnri**ue profi*t?Sinn's! education until a R£.tisfac-

tcry dt'.zrep of skill has bea~. attained in those* areas that ere

th>* bar in of probation}

({>) imr-'r*' limitations or conditions on thr* practice of ■”

licensee}

(7) refuse to renew s license.

( M  The beerd nsv vithdrav probationary status if it finds that 

the dn^tcinnoifip that required the* sanction have- been remedied.

(c) The board m a y  puanraril" suspend p IJni*sF« b d core final

hearing or dttritiK the .-.noeal n^ncese if the board finds that the* 

licensee pones a clear and immediate dapper to the public health and 

safety if the licensee continues to practice. A person whose license 

in suspended under thin section is entitled to a hearing by the board 

no letrr than Kf-ven days after the effective date of the order. The
i

person mav appeal the suspension n ?ter n hearine ro .** court o p comne- 

ren*- lurisdiction.

(d) The board rcav reinstate a l i c c n a e  thst has been suspended or 

revoked if tin; hoard finds after a nearing that the applicant is able 

to practice v ith reasonable skill and safety.

(e) The board shall seek coneJotencv in the application of

disciplinarv sanctions. The board shall explain significant departure 

from pricr decisions involving similar situations i.ti findings o r fact 

or orders.

Sec. 98.R7.740. CPTHTVAL ?P?’A!.TY. A person w ho violates AS 03.- 

37."*00 or OS.37.?10 of this chapter is yuiltv of a class 3 misd.emean- 

or.

Sec. 03.87.730. r U V ’CTTVr KELTS*. The board mev apply to the

superior court for *>n order enjoining u person not licensed under this

chapter or whose license is suspended, revoked, or expired from

-9- CSS3 2 2 7 (Fin)
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ap.t ic ’.e  ppovr.s io v« .
Sot. 0S.tl7.-J00. DEFTWTTIOJf, 7r thin chancer "board" m e n * ?  the 

Board of Social Worker Erepinern.

* Sec. S. AS 44.6?.000(a> ir. amended bv adding h n e w  paragraph to reed;

(53) Hor.rd of Social Worker Examiners (AS 03.S7.0I0).

* Sec. 6. Within 60 dsvs a^tor th" effective date o r thin Act the

governor shall appoint initial members to the Board of Social Worker E x a m­

iners. Notwithstanding AS 08.37.0J0 nr enacted in rec. 4 o' this Act, 

initial members must consist of throe persons wh o  have u master's degree in 

social work from a school with a social work program accredited bv the

Council on Social Work Education, at least one of v h o m  ie engaged in the

private practice of social work, one person wit h  a bachelor'n degree in 

social work from a school wit h  n sociul work program accredited bv  the

Council on Social Work Education, and one nublic member, fvotvithatanding

AS 08.87.070 cs enacted it sec. 4 of this Act, on*; initial member shall 

servo a or.e-vecr term, one initial member shall serve n two-year term, or.e 

initial member shall serve c three-year term, and. two initial members shall 

serve four-ver.r reran, es determined hr  the governor.

* Sec. 7. (a) notwithstanding A? 08.87.100(c) as enacted in sec, 4 of 

this Act, a person nr* apnl*- for and receive a license as a bachelor social 

worker if the noracn

(1) helds a degree in social wor k  from a school with a social 

work prorrom that in not accredited b** the Council on Social Work Education 

or a bachelor's or master's degree ir a social sciences field related to 

social work ne defined by the board, and has been practicing under the 

title "oocicl worker” for at least 24 consecutive months before July 1, 

1988 j

(?) meets the requirements of A? 0 8 . 8 7 . 100(a) ( l>, (3) and (4)j 

•b.ussei

violetiny, this chapter.

CSEP ? 7 7 (Fin) - 1 0 -
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j
(3> has hi?'*'’ nractieinp. social vork under the supervision o r a 

person eligible to be licensed under this Act ^cr fit least two vesrs, end 

successfully connlrrpf. the erarjlnatior required bv AS 0 8 . 8 7 . 100(c) (?).

(b) A person who does not meet the requirement undo- AS OP.37.100- 

(a)(/*> but otherwise racetc the requirements o r AS O8.P7.i00(b) m ay apply 

for and receive r. license as ». master social worker.

(c) A perr 't* who dees not meet the requirements under AS 03.37.-

190(c)(°) but otherwise meets the reauiromer.tr; cf AS 03.37. tf>0(o) Bn« *pp' * 

for and receive r license as an independent social worker.

(d) An application for t license under this section must b» Tiled 

before J ulv 1. 1S88.

* Sec. 8. Notwithstanding AS 08.37.700, a person practicing social work 

on July 1, I9P.A, m ay use r title r.nd letters as part of the title that

indicate that the person ic a social worker or practices nocinl wor k  until

June 30, 19C8, even if the person is r.ot licensed under AS 08,87.100 cr

03.87.120.

* See. 9. Thin Act takes effect July I, 1935.

i
Ij

ij
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CONTINUATION of  FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS
Fo r  B i l l/Reso lu t ion No. CSSB 227 (Finance)

T h e  fiscal n ote is redu ce d  from p r e vi o u s  n o t es  as a result of r e d u c t i o n s  in the 

n u m b e r  of m e e t i n g s  and e x a m  costs b a s e d  on an e s t i m a t e d  n u m b e r  of e x a m  a p p l i c a n t s  

d u r i n g  the initial i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  stages of the bill.

P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S:

R equest: 1 L i c e n s i n g  E x a m i n e r  I, R a n g e  12A, CGU, 12 mont h s ,  to b e  l o c a t e d

in J u n e a u  ' $ 3 3 , 1 4 5 . 8 2 -

T h e  p r i m a r y  conce r n  of this a g e n c y  is that c u r r e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  p r o h i b i t  ne w  

l i c e n s i n g  fu n c ti o n s  f r o m  b e i n g  a s s u m ed  w i t h o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  staff. W h i l e  

it is p o s s i b l e  that a p p r o x i m a t e l y  half  of the L i c e n s i n g  E x a m i n e r ' s  tim e  m a y  be 

r e q u ir e d  to m a n a g e  the f u n c t i o n  of l i c e n s i n g  so c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  it is n e c e s s a r y  that 

a full t i m e ' p o s i t i o n  b e  r e q u e s t e d  s i n c e  i n q u i r i e s  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  a r e  not 

g e a r e d  toward 'part-time' s e r v i c e s  in licensing. S taff a v a i l a b i l i t y  to r e s p o n d  

to the p ub l i c  du r i ng  n o r m a l  S t a t e  w o r k i n g  h o u r s  is c u r c i a l  to this agency. T h e  

l a c k  of a v a i l a b l e  staff s u p p o r t  w o u l d  c a u s e a d d i t i o n a l  b u r d e n  to the w o r k l o a d  of 

the p r e s e n t  staff.

T R A V E L :

T r a v e l  costs w e r e  b ased o n  on e  m e e t i n g  in Anchorage,' a s s u m i n g  ap_ o i n t e d  m e m b e r s  ar e  

f rom A n c h o ra g e ,  Fairbanks, Juneau, K e n a i  and Nome, in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 0 1 0  

w h i c h  requ i r e  that m e m b e r s  b e  a p p o i n t e d  f ro m  'diff e r en t  g e o g r a p h i c  regions' of the 
State.

C O N T R A C T U A L  S E R V I C E S :

T h e  S t a t e  T e l e c o n f e r e n c e  N e t w o r k  has i n c r e a s e d  c h a r g e s  to $50 p e r  site, pe r  h o u r ;

T h e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  n e t w o r k  is also u n a v a i l a b l e  to b o a r d s  d u r i n g  the l e g i s l a t i v e  

session. T h erefore, the A l a s c o m  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  s y s t e m  w o u l d  be uti l i z e d . C o s t s  for 

an a d d i t i o n a l  f ul l - d a y  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  m e e t i n g  and a s p e c i a l  o n e - h o u r  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  

m e e t i n g  are .included. T h e  r e q u e s t  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  f u n d i n g  for p u b l i c  n o t i c e s  r e q u i r e d  

by AS 44.62, printing, postage, and t e l e p h o n e  service. C o s t s  to c o ve r  c o n t r a c t i n g  

for u s e  of l i c e n s i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a r e  also i nc l u d e d  b a s e d  on  20 e x a m  c a n d i d a t e s  

u p o n  e f f e c t i v e  dat e  of the bill.

C O M M O D I T I E S :

T his funding, w i l l  c o v e r  s t a t i o n e r y  and o th e r  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  d e s k  s u p p l i e s  r e q u i r e d  

to supp or t  the function.

E Q U I P M E N T : (One time c osts only)

T h e s e ' c o s t s  a r e  to p u r c h a s e  e q u i p m e n t  for the L i c e n s i n g  E x a m i n e r  I pos i t io n .



CONTINUATION of FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

P R O J E C T E D  

FY 87:

FY 88:

FY 89:

FY 90:

FY 91:

Fo r  B i l l/Reso lu t ion No. C S S B . 2 2 7  ( Finance)

R E V E N U E S : ‘

B ased on the n u m b e r  of p r a c t i t i o n e r s  i d en t ified, 

it is anf' 'ipated that 350 p r a c t i t i o n e r s  w i l l  be 

s e e k i n g  .tial licensure. 350 x $ 2 5 0  $ 8 7.5

B a s e d  o n ’the a s s u m p t i o n  that t h e r e  w i l l  be at

least 25 n e w  ap pl i c a n t s .  25 x $ 2 5 0  , • 6.3

T his w i l l  m a k e  a total of 375 l icensees.

P r o j e c t i o n s  for this fis c a l  y e a r  a r e  b a s e d  o n  the 

a s s u m p t i o n  that a l l  l i c e n s e s  w i l l  b e  renewed.

B a s e d  o n  375 l i c e n s e e s  x  $ 2 0 0  (renewal fee) 7 5 . C

In addition, a n o t h e r  25 n e w  l i c e n s e e s  to m a k e  

a total of 4 00  l icensees. 25 x $ 2 5 0  6.3

81.3

B a s e d  on an e s t i m a t e  of 25 n e w  l i c e n s e e s ,  this

w o u l d  m a k e  a total of 425 licen s e es .  6,3

A s s u m i n g  this w i l l  als o  be a r e n e w a l  year, and

b ased o n  425 l i c e n s e e s  x  $ 2 0 0  r e n e w a l  fee. 85.0

In addition, a n o t h e r  25 n e w  l i c e n s ee s ,  to m a k e

a total of 4 5 0  l icensees. . 6.3

91.3



O fficial Business

^flasifea H>tate lleg te la tu re
House of Representatives 

Representative Mike Szymanski

SR-A-Box 1304B 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 

Phone (907) 349-3373

W hile  in  Session: 
Pouch V 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

F e b r u a r y  13, 1986

TO:

F R O M : 

SUBJECT:

H o u s e  K E S S S  C o m m i t t e e  

'R e ^ r ^ ^ r n a t iv e  M i k e  S z y m a n s k i  

S B  227.

I h a v e  s o m e  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  S B  227, the l i c e n s i n g  o f  s o c i a l  
w o r k e r s ,  w h i c h  is p r e s e n t l y  b e f o r e  the C o m m i t t e e .

U n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  of Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 1 1 0  (Scope of P r a c t i c e )  
and Sec. 0 8 . 8 7 . 2 0 0 ( L i c e n s e  R e q u i r e d  for U s e  of T i t le), w o u l d  
an i n d i v i d u a l  be p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m

1) p a r t i c i p a t i n g  as a v o l u n t e e r  in a w o r k s h o p  
s i t u a t i o n ,  s u c h  as o n e  on c r i s i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n .

2) f u n c t i o n i n g  as a c o u n s e l o r  in the f i e l d  of 
c r i s i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n ?

T h e r e  aie t h o s e  w h o  w o r k  in t h e s e  a r e a s  w h o  w o u l d  not 
n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  a l i c e n s e d  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  but w h o  would, 
n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  be q u a l i f i e d  to c o u n s e l  o r  i n t e r v e n e  
in d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  of s i t u a t i o n s .

I w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  to k n o w  if t h e s e  c o n c e r n s  h a v e  b e e n  
a d d r e s s e d  by  o t h e r s  a n d  if the i s s u e s  w i l l  b e  d e alt w i t h  
d u r i n g  the c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g s .

Thank you.



FACTS ABOUT
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL 227(Fin.) 

LICENSURE OF SOCIAL WORKERS

Licensure of Social Workers protects the consumer by assuring that persons 
losing the title "Social Worker" have professional educational preparation and 
by creating a licensing board to provide for an avenue for canplaints about 
unprofessional or unethical conduct.

CSSB227 (Fin.) provides for licensure at three levels:

- IBSW for persons holding a Bachelor's Degree in Social Work
- IMSW for persons holding a Master's Degree in social Work
- LISW (licensed independent social worker) for persons holding a Master's 

or Doctors Degree in Social Work plus two years of specialized practice.

Licensure of Social Workers will be achieved at no cost to the State of 
Alaska. CSSB227(Fin.) 's Fiscal Note demonstrates that license fees will 
offset the cost of the operation of the Board of Social Work Examiners.

Persons who have related Bachelor's Degrees and who have practiced under the 
title "Social Worker" for two years will be "grandparented" at the IBSW 
level. Thus, no one currently practicing under the title will lose their 
job, and the consumer will still be assured of the oversight of the Board 
should unprofessional or unethical conduct occur.

Only the t itle "Social Worker" would be regulated by CSSB227(Fin.).

Social Work licensing will increase the consumer's ability to receive 
insurance reimbursement for services rendered by clinical and health care 
social workers.

FACTS ABOUT 
SOCIAL WORK IN ALASKA

Three hundred fifty (350) or more persons in Alaska who have the BSW or MSW 
degree and/or who have practiced under the title "Social Worker" for two 
years would be licensed.



Social Workers in Alaska in public and private agenci.es as well as in 
independent practice are engaged in child protective services, mental health, 
community organization and administration as well as senior citizens, health 
and family counseling services.

Social Work is the only one of the four major mental health professions which 
is not licensed in by the State of Alaska (psychiatry, psychology, nursing, 
and Social Work and which authorizes by statute to commit persons to mental 
health facilities.

Clinical Social Workers provide over 50% of all mental health services 
rendered in Alaska and the United States.

Professional Social Work education is available in Alaska at the BSW level.

- UAA has a nationally accredited BSW Degree Program with 90 students 
majoring in that area. UAA graduates an average of 15 BSW's each year.

- UAF has a BSW Degree Program in progress of being nationally accredited, 
36 majors.

- Like many other States, Alaska does not have an MSW program but 
individuals with a BSW degree can complete an MSW in less than two years 
in 30% of MSW programs

- BSW degrees differ from BA or BS degrees in:

- The applied nature of the curriculum
- The requirement of at least 400 clock hours of supervised 

internship nationally
- The inclusion of curriculum on theories of helping, human growth 

and behavior, social welfare system, and programs and statistics 
and research


