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Project Funding 

R e q u e s t s , LSR&T 

Program

This memo will iterate information on project requests presently in 

abeyance, awaiting a source of funding approval which was relayed to 
your office by telephone last week.

U NORCANIZED BOROUGH IV (South)

1. Chignik Bay - $600,000

C o n struction of 4,500 l.f. of 14 foot-wide gravel roadway and a 

single lane, single span, 50 foot-long vehicle bridge. Provide 

access to proposed new HUD houses. Road to serve duax purpose as a 
protective dike (seawall).

2.. Eg eg lk - $60,000 ”

Constr u c t i o n  of 600 l.f. of 16 foot-wide gravel roadway and 

ap p r oximately 3,000 l.f. of four foot-wide gravel path. Provide 

roadway access to existing HUD houses and replacement of existing 
boardwalks with a gravel pathway.

3. Eek - $410,000

C o n s t r u c t i o n  of 2,700 l.f. of 14 foot-wide gravel roadway between 

the village proper and the airp l a n e  landing strip and 2,700 l.f. of 
eight foot-wide boardwalk needed to provide access between the 
village and the cemetary.

4. M a nokotak - $3,000,000

C o n s t r u c t i o n  of eleven miles of )4 foot-wide gravel roadway. The 

road is needed to provide City access to a proposed new garbage 
dump site, HUD housing site and the proposed Snake River Port Access 

Site. Funding needs are beyond the scope of the LSR&T program. 
T’-is is a community planned development with a high community 
priority.

UN O R C A N I Z E D  BOROUGH I

1. Whittier - $1,000,000

Co n struction of 1.4 miles of 26' to 36' wid e  paved streets, including 

5,250 l.f. of sidewalk, LO.OOO l.f. of curb and gutter and 

m i s c ellaneous storm drains ($700,000). The project also is to 

include the paving of the boat harbor parking area ($300,000).



This office has also received verbal requests for LSR&T funding i n v o l v e­

ment fr o m  the communities of Mekoryuk and St. Paul. The information 

received is sketchy, at best. We lack the information needed to pro?- 

perly det e r m i n e  the project scope, cost, or feasibility; only k n o w  

that the m onies needed a re anticipated to exceed $1,000,000 per project.

For what it's worth:

A. c ommon sense approach to the functionability of any State funded, 

intelligently planned program requires that the certainTy of future 

funding a v a ilability be known, as the ordinary business of any program 

centers around a fixed budget. Provisions for limited progra-i a d j u s t­

ments to the seasonal ebb and flow of available funds e: to a

small degree in the fora of project deletion or construct! .:elay.

To p r o m ulgate a five-year LSR&T construction program based on t h e  

a nticipated a v a ilability of six million dollars per year and then to 

cut back the amount of funds available to the extent being proposed is 

controversial to say the least.

If nothing else, we have a m a i n  purpose at this time of convincing the 

m o n e y  appropriating bodies of the importance of maintaining the State's 

credibility.
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LSR&T Funding Allocations. 
Unorganized Borough/Western

Per your request, here is a brief description of our fiscal outlook for the 
LSR&T Program in the Western District unorganized borougl.

Generally, under present law, the proposed funding level of $6.0 million for 
the Statewide annual LSR&T program should be adequate to meet the Western 
District's 5 Year Plan for the unorganized borough. The major exception is the 
need for a one time infusion of $500,000 which would be used as follows :

St. Michael Local Roads 300,000
Western LSR&T Equipment 200,000

Total $500,000

The St. Michael project is presently programmed for FY85, however there will be 
insufficient funding to plan and complete the entire project as requested unless
LSR&T or the village can provide the additional funding by 1935.

The Western District LSR&T equipment fleets were substantially reduced during
the period we were in phase-out status. We presently have one small fleet in
reasonably good shape capable of handling typical LSR&T local hire projects, 
but one old bulldozer and two old trucks are in need of replacement. This 
would assure that the fleet wil l remain operatior.nl ly effective for the next 
several years.

Upgrading the existing fleet would result in a 1 c 'el of reliability that 'would
allow us to split it between two projects in seasons when we are admin; ’tering
supplemental grant projects in villages which have a limited assortment of 
equipment on site. This approach reduces mobilization costs and improves the
effective utilization of locally available municipal equipment.

In the event that the present proposed funding level were further increased 
either Statewide or for the unorganized borough, then we would advance the
schedule of projects in our 5 Year Plan accordingv.



MEMORANDUM
t o  C h a r l e s  K a r e l i a

S t a t e  L S R & T  E n g i n e e r
H i g h w a y s  D e s i g n  a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n

November 23, 198z

FILE NO: 2 4 5 C - 2 5 1 9

TELEPHONE NO: 2 6 6 “ 1 5 4 2

f r o m : R o b e r t  L .  H a n e l i n e
C e n t r a l  R e g i o n a l  
L S R & T  E n g i n e e r

s u b j e c t : L S R & T  P r o g r a m
J u s t i f i c a t i o n  & 
I m p a c t s

I n  p r e s e n t i n g  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  L S R & T  p r o g r a m  a n d  i t s  
p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  o f f e r e d  f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

T h e r e  i s  a  s u b t l e  b u t  p o t e n t i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e  u n d e r w a y  
i n  t h e  t h i n k i n g  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p e n d i n g  p h a s e - o u t  o f  t h e  L S R & T  
p r o g r a m .  M a n y  p e o p l e  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  a s  r e a l i s t i c  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p h a s e - o u t  o f  t h e  L S R & T  
p r o g r a m  m i g h t  t a k e  p l a c e .  T h i s  w a s  a p p a r e n t  a t  a  n u m b e r  o f  
m e e t i n g s  j u s t  c o m p l e t e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e  ( S t a t e  P l a n n e r s  M e e t i n g )  , 
F a i r b a n k s  ( M u n i c i p a l  L e a g u e s  M e e t i n g ) ,  K o t z e b u e  ( T r a d i t i o n a l  
C o u n c i l  P r e s i d e n t s  M e e t i n g )  a n d  B e t h e l  ( T r a d i t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  
P r e s i d e n t s  M e e t i n g )  w h e r e  t h e  a t t i t u d e  w a s  o n e  o f  a p p r e h e n s i o n  
a n d  c o n c e r n .

A s  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  p o s s i b l y  b e i n g  a b a n d o n e d  c om e  
c l o s e r ,  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  t o  a d d r e s s  s o m e  o f  t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  n o t  b e i n g  a v a i l a b l e .

I t  h a s  b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a p p a r e n t ,  a n d  p r o p e r l y  s o ,  t h a t  a  
l o t  o f  t h e  " b u s h "  n e e d s  c a n n o t  b e  a d d r e s s e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  C . I . P .  
p r o g r a m .  S m a l l e r  p r o j e c  -.s a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o m p e t e  w i t h  l a r g e r  
p r o j e c t s  f o r  a v a i l a b l e  f u n d i n g  r e s o u r c e s  o n  a  r e g i o n a l  b a s i s ,  
s e v e r e l y  l i m i t i n g  t h e i r  c h a n c e s  f o r  f u n d i n g .  T h e  m e c h a n i s u m s  
o f  a  l o t  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
e x p e r t i s e  a r e  l i m i t e d  d u e  t o  i s o l a t e -  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  p r o b l e m s .  M o s t  " b u s h "  c o m m u n i t i e s  d o  n o t  h a v e  
t h e  i n t e r n a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  h e l p  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  o f t e n  l a c k  t h e  
t e c h n i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e y  a r e  
g e t t i n g  w h a t  t h e y  p a y  f o r .  E v e n  i f  g i v e n  d i r e c t  g r a n t s ,  u s e  o f  
t h e  m o n i e s  m a y  n o t  b e  m a x i m i z e d  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  k n o w l e d g e  o n  
h o w  t o  b e s t  u t i l i z e  e x i s t i n g  r e s o u r c e s  t o  e f f i c i e n t l y  
a c c o m p l i s h  s e t  g o a l s .  T h i s  i s  n o u r i s h i n g  d o u b t  a s  t o  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  b e i n g  t a k e n  a n d  i s  e v i d e n t  t o  t h e  o b v i o u s  a p p e a l  t h e  
L S R & T  P r o g r a m  h a s  t o  a  b r o a d  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t .

A s  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  a  s i z a b l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  " b u s h "  
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  i t  s e e m s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  g i v e  s o m e  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  i d e n t i f y i n g  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  t h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
s m a l l e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i l l  r e a p  t h e  h i g h e s t  r e t u r n .



M e m o r a n d u m  
M r .  K a r e l i a ■2 N o v e m b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 8 2

A  p r o d u c t i v e  e x a m p l e  o f  e f f e c t i v e  c h a n n e l i n g  o f  S t a t e  f u n d s  
i n t o  " b u s h "  c o m m u n i t i e s  i s  t h e  L S R & T  P r o g r a m .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  
w a y s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  ’ b u s h "  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a l i k e ,  h a v e
b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  L S R & T  P r o g r a m ,  w h e r e  t h e  
a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  c o m m u n i t y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i s  t h a t  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
a n d  s e l f - h e l p  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  b e i n g  s u b s i d i z e d  a t  s o m e o n e  
e l s e ' s  e x p e n s e ,  s o m e t h i n g  n o t  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  
p u r p o s e  o r  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  b u t  o n l y  m e n t i o n e d  h e r e  a s  i t  
s e r v e s  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  a n o t h e r  p o s i t i v e  f a c t o r  t o  b e  c o n t e m p l a t e d  
w h e n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  L S R & T  p r o g r a m , ,

T h e  L S R & T  P r o g r a m  n a y  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  t o t a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  
p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  " b u s h "  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  b u t  i t  i s  
c e r t a i n l y  a  s t e p  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  e c o n o m i c s  o f  s c a l e  w h e r e  o t h e r  
p r o g r a m s  c a n n o t  p r o v i d e  t h e  s a m e  e n d  r e s u l t s  f o r  t h e  d o l l a r s  
a v a i l a b l e .  A d m i t t e d l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  
p r o g r a m ,  b u t  n o  o n e  c a n  d e n y  t h e  g r e a t  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .  
W h a t  t h e  L S R & T  P r o g r a m  e x p r e s s e s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  i s  a  s e n s i t i v i t y  
t o  " b u s h "  n e e d s ,  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  " b u s h "  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  
r e c o g n i z e  a n d  f u l f i l l  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  
a n d  t o  d i r e c t l y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e e d s .  T h i s  d i r e c t  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n s t i l l s  a  s e n s e  
o f  c o m m u n i t y  p r i d e  i n  t h e  w o r k  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  w h i c h  n o r m a l l y  
r e s u l t s  i n  g r e a t e r  c a r e  b e i n g  e x e r c i s e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  f i n i s h e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o d u c t .  T h e  L S R & T  
P r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  
i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t e r m s  o f  m o n i e s  s p e n t  a n d  i n  t e r m s  o f  m e e t i n g  
" b u s h "  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e e d s  t h a t  m i g h t  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  b e  m e t .

I t  i s  f e l t  t h e  L S R & T  P r o g r a m ,  b e i n g  t h e  s m a l l  S t a t e  S e c t i o n  
t h a t  i t  i s ,  a c c o m p l i s h e s  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  f o r  a  
m i n i m a l  i n v e s t m e n t  c o m p a r e d  t o  l a r g e r  p r o g r a m s  w i t h  h i g h e r  
o v e r h e a d  c o s t s .

T h e  p r e s e n t  p o r t f o l i o  o f  t h e  L SR & T  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  c o n s i s t s  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  
p r o j e c t s  t o t a l i n g  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s .  T h e s e  p r o j e c t s  v a r y  i n  
s c o p e  f r o m  s i m p l e  b o a r d w a l k  a n d  f o o t b r i d g e  p r o j e c t s  t o  m a s s i v e ,  
m u l t i l a n e ,  a r t e r i a l  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m s .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  v e r s i t i l i t y  
i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  d e v e l o p e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
L S R & T  s t a f f  w h i c h ,  b a l a n c e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  " b u s h "  n e e d s ,  s u c c e e d s  
i n  e f f e c t i v e l y  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  s e t  g o a l s .

N o n e  o f  t h i s  i s  t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  L S R & T  P r o g r a m  i s  b e y o n d  
r e p r o a c h .  B u t  o n l y  t o  s a y  t h a t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e n e r g y  a n d  
m o n e y  h a v e  b e e n  i n v e s t e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e ' L S R & T  
P r o g r a m ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  w o r k a b l e  p r o g r a m  i t  i s  
t o d a y .  T o  a b a n d o n  a  p r o g r a m  t h a t  f i l l s  n e e d s  t h a t  o t h e r w i s e  
m a y  n o t  b e  m e t  s e e m s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  
S t a t e .  I t  i s  p l a i n  t h a t  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  o p e n  m i n d s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  
i n  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .

R L H r j c
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State LSR&T Engineer
Juneau
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p i l e  n o :

T ELEPHON E  NO:

s u b j e c t : LSR&T Program

State of Alaska
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities

In response to our telephone conversation of 11/5/82, I have informed J. 
Chandler at Nome to supply you with the information you requested regarding 
the LSR&T Program in the bush communities.

I have been in contact with the local governments and the comments received
from them regarding the LSR&T Program are as follows:

Since local roads and streets are always in need of improvement the local 
governments would like all the funds they can possibly obtain for roadway 
construction.

The local governments without road powers feel that the DOT/PF has too much 
control over the funds. They object to some of the conditions stated in 
Section "C" of the project agreement.

The local governments however, do like the flexibility of the Program, i.e.:

1) Various types of construction that can be funded

2) Project f u n d i n g  can be changed to cover overrun, providing funds remain
in their allocations

3) LSR&T Construction Program submitted (priority list) can be changed, if 
for some reason the local needs 'iiange

Some local governments in the Fairbanks area feel that the manner in which 
funds are allocated based on population by the latest federal census should 
be changed. With the population in the Fairbanks area increasing every year 
and the allocation based on the latest census of 1980 which has been 
questioned by the local government, they feel the present system leaves much 
to be desired.

In summary, the local governments like the program and would like to see it 
refunded. The funds obtained through the LSR&T ,vogram are not sufficient 
to cover the road improvement needs, but all funds that can be obtained to 
improve the local transportation system will bo accepted by the local govern­
ments providing the conditions for its acceptance do not change.



RLE NO:

TELEPHONE NO: 443-5266

FROMjeffpey s. Ch andler^-^ subject LSR&T Program In Rural Communities
Acting LSR&T Manager 
DOT/PF
Interior Region/Nome Residency

DATE-November 2 4 ,  1 9 3 2

In response to your enquiry regarding the involvement of the Local Service Roads 
and Trails Program in rural communities of Western Alaska, and the attitudes held 
by the rural communities tov/ards the Program, I offer the following information'.

The LSR&T Program generally has been highly regarded and supported by the bush 
communities. The underlying reasons for this are as follows:

I. LOCAL PRIORI! S

The City Council of each community sets the priorities for local service projscts 
needed in that community.

This process insures the Program's responsiveness to local needs. Within the 
limits of available funding, a community may designate access roads, local streets, 
bridges, boardwalks, or trail repairs for inclusion under the Program. Since LSR&T 
is primarily a reimbursement program, the local governing body may start construct­
ion as soon as a Project Agreement is approved and materials or equipment available 
and is then reimbursed periodically for expenses. For larger heavy construction 
projects utilizing State equipment or a private contractor, costs are generally 
paid directly by the State.

II. LOCAL INVOLVEMENT

The local community has direct input into all phases of each project, from 
planning through construction.

The scope of the project selected is determined by the City Council, within the 
limits of sound engineering principles. For locally constructed projects, flex- 
id i1ity is preserved through the construction phase, allowing alterations to 
accommodate local concerns which may not have been anticipated initially. Al- 
th( ugh LSR&T administers the project, it is basically a community enterprise in 
which the community shares responsibility. Through cooperative effort the State 
provides a helping hand rather than a hand-out. A completed project becomes a 
source of pride for residents of a rural community because they were integrally 
involved in creating the end product.

III. LOCAL MIRE

Locally hired crews are employed to construct most rurai LSR&T projects.

With labor intensive projects such as boardwalks and trail construction, the crew 
is hired locally by the local governing body which also appoints a local foreman.

TO: Charles D. Karelia 
State LSR&T Engineer 
DOT/PF
Head quarters/Juneau



memorandum
Charles D. Karelia -2- 11/23/82

Day to day operations of small scale heavy construction projects involving local
equipment are also handled by a ' - ' foreman. On larger heavy construction 
projects involving State equipmen.. LSR&T may provide a foreman and/or a heavy- 
duty mechanic, while the construction crew is hired locally. In the event the 
local labor pool is exhausted, workers are generally sought from neighboring 
villages. The primary exception to this procedure occurs when a project has been
let to contract, where hiring is done by a contractor whose policies generally
tend to be more restrictive than those of local managers.

IV. LOCAL TRAINING

Training of local residents in new skills:.is necessary for most remote LSR&T 
road projects.

It is usual to find the required number of qualified equipment operators and 
truck driver.; locally available for the typical Teal road construction project. 
Training is therefore provided by an LSR&T representative or designated foreman 
and mechanic. Emphasis is placed on proper equipment care arid usage, not only 
for safety reasons, but also to avoid unnecessary downtime. Safety awareness 
is encouraged through the life of a project in order to reduce the chances for 
injury or accident. This policy of training employees allows a greater pro­
portion of local residents to obtain jobs than is the case with contractors, 
who generally require skilled workers for available positions. It also results 
in an added benefit outlasting the life of the project: a pool of trained
workers who may be able to later obtain jobs for which they were previously 
unqualTied.

V. LOCAL EQUIPMENT

Local equipment, public or private, is utilized for heavy construction projects 
whenever available.

For local road projects, LSR&T encourages the use of locally available equipment: 
from the local governing body, from DOT/PF, or from other public or -ivate 
sources, in any combination necessary to perform the work. This practice re­
sults in substantial cost savings and production increases for the project, by 
avoiding the extra costs of mobilizing equipment from outside the community.
LSR&T also has its own construction fleet, which is generally moved from project 
to project on an annual basis to supplement local cu .ipment. In the event that 
adequate equipment is not available either locally or from LSR&T, and when private 
enterprize is available, then a project is generally put to contract with a con­
tractor who is preferably already mobilized on site. It should be noted here 
that due to age ai.J the phase-out of the LSR&T Program, most of the LSR&T equip­
ment fleet will have been c-xcessed by the end of the year.

VI. REGION HIDE PROJECTS

All local communities in the Nome Residency area are eligible for participation 
in LSR&T’s region-wide projects.

Winter Trail Staking and Shelter Cabins are two projects in which most rural 
communities participate annually. Although a limited amount of funds are avail­
able, these are distributed among local communities to help defray the costs of 
marking trails each winter, and the costs of putting up shelter cabins on the 
most heavily used trails for the use of the traveling public. A limited number 
of permanent trail markers are installed each year during Trail Staking. Perm­
anent trail markers could be installed on the 1 ,ACC miles of primary arland
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•
trails in the Nome Residency area within two years, if current funding levels 
were doubled.

VII. PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT

Technical support services are provided to each project in proportion to'the 
demands of the project and the needs of the community.

Engineering, supervisory, mechanical expertise, and expediting services are 
available for each LSR&T administered project. Where sufficient local init­
iative, labor, and expertise is available, periodic visits of the LSR&T Engineer 
is all that is required, resulting in lower administrative charges to the project. 
For small scale heavy construction projects, LSR&T provides a high’*' qualified 
roving heavy-duty mechanic, who periodically visits each project ai needed to 
assist the local foreman in handling complex emergency mechanical repairs. For 
larger scale projects, the LSR&T Engineer or designated representative may dir­
ect the project and provide experienced foreman and qualified heavy-duty mechanic 
for the duration of the work. The key to this approach is flexibility: the
fewer the resources of a local community, and/or the more comp1c,v the nature of 
the project, the greater the level of direct assistance provided, anu vice-versa.

VIII. ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT

~t rural communities'need some administrative support to keep their projects 
m bogging down.

This applies to a majority of local development projects involving local admin­
istration, whether funded through LSR&T, special legislative appropriations 
expended through LSR&T, or direct legislative grants to the villages. This need 
can be met by consulting engineering firms ano contractors where funds are suf­
ficient. However, for smaller projects a little common sense advice and direction 
is frequently all that is required, rather than a costly and lengthy study which 
doesn't help the local governing bouy with the day to day problems associated with 
doing its own construction projects. Although not mandated to do so, LSR&T has 
been providing technical information, quantity and cost estimates, and alternative 
recommendations to villages seeking guidance for the application of their direct 
grants for new construction equipment, new equipment storage buildings, and local 
transportation-related construction projects. The Nome office has handled seven­
teen such calls from different villages in the last five months.

IX. SUMMARY

Given the limits of available funding for ru''al areas, the LSR&T Program has made 
some substantial contributions in helping local communities to meet their own 
transportation needs. By and large, remote communities have not requested advanced 
development projects. Basic projects have been the rule, providing boardwalks, 
access roads, or streets for the community, frequently for the first time. Ad­
ditionally, the Program has received strong support from the Bering Straits and 
NANA Regional Native Corporations, in the form of streamlined permit procedures, 
free use materials, and expedited right-of-way reconveyance agreements. Finally, 
the LSR&T Program has retained the flexibility to fund those projects requested 
by villages which have not been addressed through th legislative process under 
line-item appropriations or specific grants. Hopefu.ly this information will assist 
in the evaluation of the LSR&T Program as it has functioned in the Nome Residency, 
and contribute to the formation of a policy or program through which rural commun­
ities may continue to receive State support in alleviating their transportation 
problems.



The LSR&T Program, initiated in 1S71, has been used to fund a variety of 

projects in almost every.community in the Panhandle. Cost has ranged 

from a drainage project in Haines, costing $1,300, to major street 

construction in Ketchikan, costing $245,000.

Types of projects constructed include footbridges in Kasaan; housing 

access roads in Yakutat, Hydaburg and Klawock; trails in Metlakatla, 

Hoonah, Tenakee, Kasaan and Elfin Cove; road construction and recon­

struction in just about every town; sidewalks, parking areas, boardwalks, 

drainage projects, paving, signing, stairways, and a boat launching 

ramp.

The LSR&T program has been flexible enough to answer the needs of the 

people in regard to getting them out of the mud, which was the original 

concept of LSR&T. Costs were kept down and the dollar stretched to the 

extent possible by using local labor, material and equipment whenever 

possible.' Money was brought into the economy of the towns, jobs were 

created where none existed, and the people involved developed a sense of 

pride in their accomplishments.

Some of the projects constructed which have meant a great deal to the 

communities and the traveling public are listed below:

1. Kasaan Bridges and Boardwalk. Reconstructed to provide access 

from the harbor to town. Existing structures were completely 

rotten and the community had no funds.



2. Pelican Landfill Access. A road constructed by the city to 

meet EPA requirements.

3. Kake Totem Park. A road and parking area to the site of the 

world's tallest totem pole.

4. Hydaburg Townsite Road. A new road to provide access to a new 

municipal building and housing for senior citizens.

5. Elfin Cove Boardwalk and Trail. Replacement and reconstruction 

of the boardwalk and trai1 around the cove, including material 

for future maintenance.

6. Port Alexander. A boardwalk to replace a washed out trail 

connecting the inner and outer harbors.

7. Craig Cold Storage Road. A 30' roadway to provide access to

a new city shop and site of proposed highway maintenance shop.

8. Haines Trail. A year-round trail for hiking, skiing, horseback 

riding, snowshoeing, etc.

9. Wrangell - Outer Drive. Construction of roadway embankment, 

drainage and sidewalks which access new municipal building to 

downtown.

&



• 10. Petersburg. Replaced Birch Street Trestle along Hammar Slough,

and constructed several new access roads.

11. Juneau. Sidewalks, drainage, paving of local streets, including 

Evergreen Bowl Access, Trinity Drive, Memorial Drive and 

RiV' /side Drive.

These are only a few of the projects constructed under the program in 

the past ten years. n can be expected, each project is unique and in 

the villages sometimes innovation is the key to success.

Attached are excerpts from the April 1976 issue of The New Alaskan which

had several interesting LSR&T projects featured.



AS -• • •' ' TENAKEE-INDIAN RIVER BRIDGE  -» -i* | ■'• •S/»
The log spanning the Indian River,'about one mile'east of Tenakee 

collapsed in the spring of 1975. This crossing provided access'to 
hunting and fishing areas for residents and outdoorsmen from' south- 

■ east, and also access for home owners at Sunny Cove, Columbia^ 
Superior,.Harley Creek and Coffee Cove. Old bridge was placed by 
Loyal H. Clark in th? spring of 1957. The tree name from the. east side of 
Kadashan 3ay, about 1/2 mile back from the beach Jn an area Bill 
Tonsgard legged. He used a TD-14 International Tractor to yard the lcg 
cut and towed it across the inlet. The job was done by Mr. Clark alone, 
and took about 10 days. He rafted the tractor across the inlet and back,] 
which he says was very time consuming. V :tp'- ‘v
The Department agreed to assist Tenakee in replacing this bridge,[ 

and arrangements were made to begin work directly .after Jhe^ 
Thanksgiying'weekend last fall. Supplies were dcliverecTtd the'sith 'by'x. 
Channel Flying of Juneau on November 28,1975. The following day t he.. 
temperature dropped sharply and it began to snow. It was decided to" 
delay the project until the weather improved. Plans were made recently 
to begin work March 1, but once again the weather didn't cooperate.'
. The replacement bridge will be placed several hundred feet 
downstream and will consist of 2 logs placed side by side, cabled 
together and planked id provide a walking surface. The east Tenakee 
trail will also be improved at the same time. The forman for construction 
of the bridge will be Thomas Jack, of Hoonah, who resided in Tenakee 
previously. Don McGee will be forman for the remaining work. All.work • 
will be done using local labor. Mayor of Tenakee; Bob Pegues, initiated 
the oroiecx. • . " • *’* *•



Kasaan Boardwalk- •'
The purpose of this project was to connect the Village of Kasaan to the\ 

boat harbor and airplane float, a distance of approximately 1,000 feet. 
The existing boardwalk was completely rotten, and injuries had been 
caused due to people falling through the walk.
It was agreed that the lumber would be purchased from Mr. 8 .G .

' Morrison who has a small sawmill on the beach at Kasaan, and that the 
labor would be performed by local residents.
. VJork was started August 5th and proceeded by fits and starts until 

November, when a lack of material halted the project. A lack of lumber 
halted the project several times, as the mill had a habit of eating up its 
engines and Mr. Morrison was kept busy looking for replacements. The 
project lacks about 300 feet of being completed. The remaining material 
is being acquired from Ketchikan, and the project should be completed 
soon.
A unique aspect of this project is that the village had no monies 

available, and the project could net be set up on a reimbursement basis. 
A bank account v/as established for the project by the Department so 
weekly payroll could be handled, and materials purchased. The checks 
require the signature of a village representative and the Local Service 
Roads and Trails Engineer. This arrangement has been used several 
times with satisfactory results. . ' *



Hoonaii —  Spasski Trail ■■■■ ' --------

. The Spasski Trail was originally upgraded by the Forest Sen/ice I 
1939 and 1939, and probably maintained by the Forest Service ut 
•some iime'in the 1u60's. The trail connects Hoonah to Spasski Bay. J 
distance of approximately 31/2 miles. The trail was heavily overgro\
, and several gullys and muskeg areas required crossings. The trail w. | 
usable, but just barely.
It was agreed to upgrade the trail to make it usable for recreation 

purposes such as hiking, hunting, snowshoeing, etc. Work.was begi \ 
on September 8, 1975, with Thomas Jack as foreman. The size of ti< 
crew was usually about eight men, all labor was local.
One of the cost items in the project was rifle shells, as t. ~e brown bea1 

in the < .area also liked to use ihs trail. Dogs were usually kept-wilh tf 
crews to help keep the bears away.

Thee trail was completed to Spasski Bay the first week in Octobe, 
Also, an part of the .project, it was agreed to construct a stairwr 

down "Jackass Pass" which iq a portion of undeveloped roadwe 
between Hill Street and Hemlock Avenue. This is a very steep are 

‘ which was utilized by a number of people, including older residents i 
a shoicut to town. According to Mayor Miles /urphy, it wasn't real, 
'any shorter,but people seemed to use it anyway. The same crew did th 
work on this project and iLwas completed in early November. .



HOONAH BULKHEAD . . .... .
=\v: - project G -30182

The purpose of this'project ,vas twofold.' First to reinforce the log 
bulkhead along Front Street in Hoonah, and secono.y to afford.a mea­
sure of shore protection in arjas where there was no bulkhead. _ 
The project was initially designed and advertised by the Department 

of Highways, but the bids received were considerably over the en­
gineers estimate, and were rejected. It was subsequently agreed bet­
ween the Department and the City of Hoonah that the City would 
provide the labor and equipment on a reimbursable basis, and high­
ways would supervise the work. • x • ‘
The work force consisted of Millard Carteeti, Charles Bennett and 

Frank Wright, St. The LSR&T Superintendent was Roger Polley.
Work started in November, 1972, and consisted of building demoli­

tion and carpentry work until winter shutdown. Work commenced on the 
project in April, under supervision of Kelly St. Clair, of Hoonah. He was 
appointed by Mayor Frank See and approved and hired by the Depart- 
ment. : ' V }'■£.:*
Rock was obtained from the Bureau of Indian’Affairs quarry'and the' 

project was completed on May 22, 1973. '



.
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KASAAN VILUAGE-BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION,
The objective of this project was to reconstruct the Tinkum Cree/ 

Bridge, and to redeck the LinkumCreek Bridge.. The Tinkum Creei 
Bridge was constructed under LS.R. & T. Project C-30019, and wai 
completed on the 29th of September at a cost of $2,237.23.
The above referenced bridge was destroyed on January 19r 197i 

when attacked by drifting logs carried bystoim sea wave's gcneratec 
by 70 mile per hour winds during an 18.5 foot high tide. : .. . :.
A field inspection indicated that the bridge would require relocatior 

aoove the tidal area, to prevent a reoccurring damage. This was-appa­
rent by the presents of log strewn beaches adjacent to the bridge site. 
Most of the existing bridge lumber could be salvaged and reused in the 
new structure. The new bridge was relocated 45 feet up stream ahc 
paralleling the preceding site. ' ' . ’
The grant of right of way easement and petition was signed on the 

23rd of February. Construction began on March 25, with the arrival c; 
Dale Henkins, project suoervisor, in Kas 'W. Alton McAllister, Davie 
Peele and D- • Wallace were hired and /ork began on the project. 
The lumber was picked up and del. , ired to. Ketchikan Transportation 
Company, by Ketchikan maintenance forces. The lumber was inadver­
tantly loaded and shipped to Klawock by the Ketchikan Tra 'sportatior. 
Company. Klawock Mair/.j. ":e Forman, Louis Seltzer transpnrtec 
the lumber to Hollis, placing the lumber on the beach. Dale Henkins 
chartered the seine boat, Glenda Joe, tc pick up the lumber in Hollis ana 
delivered it to the Kasaan project. The project was completed on the 4th
of AnriI at p  rncf nf sa non nn■



V.
•*. • •• , HYDER —  TEXAS CREEK BRIDGE, :•-/. v*-‘ .
The Texas Creek Bridge, located 7\ 'i miles north of Ryder, is said to 

bn the last remaining covered bridge in Alaska, and is sought by tourists ■ 
utilizing the Stewart, B.C. road connection. ■■ '

The bridge was constructed by the Territorial Road Commission in •' % 
1928, and provides the only access to the west bank; of the creek.7- J‘.'
The winters of 1970 and 1971 badly damaged the main support 

members of the bridge, and without repairs if was doubtful the bridge 
could hold up under heavy wind and snow loads of another winter.
At a public meeting held in Hyder in September of'1972, it was 

agreed to make repairs to the bridge utilizing LSR&T funds. The various 
companies in Hyaer having suitable equipment to perform the work 
were contacted and requested to furnish rental prices on equipment.
Mr. Glen Wilkes of G. W. Logging submitted acceptable prices and was 
awarded the work. •
Temporary repairs took eight days to accomplish. The repairs con­

sisted of placing a 60 foot stringer under the damaged chord and 
installing three bents. -These were reinforced with large boulders and 

. river run from the creek, which also cleared the channel area to allow 
freer flow. Four sets of cross braces were installed inside the bridge, 
completing the job. .
'According to a report from Lawrence Marx, Highway Maintenance 

Foreman in Hyder, this strengthened the bridge to a po'int where traffic 
could utilize the bridge once again.'. \ y :



SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
LETTER OF INTENT 

FOR
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL 169 (FINANCE)

It is the intent of the Senate Transportation Committee that the Local 
Service Roads and Trails (LSR&T), program not be discontinued as recom­
mended by the previous Commissioner of the Department of Transportation 
and Public Facilities, (DOT&PF).

The LSR&T program is vital to local governments and provides very 
important benefits to communities in the rural and urban areas of 
Alaska.

The Senate Transportation Committee intends that the Department of 
Transportation and Public Facilities support continued operation of this 
vital program and request continued funding for its operations in 
subsequent fiscal years.

H. Pappy Mo^s, Chairman 
Senate Transportation Committee
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7
Mr. President

The Comm ittee on TRAUSIORTATIO?_______________ considered CSHB iot'(ir';n)_____

a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  Fublic F a c i l i t i e s  
f o r  a l l o c a t i o n s  f o r  l o c a l  s e r v i c e  r o a d s  a n d  t r a i l s ;  e f d .
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t i recommends referral to Committee
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HB 2 4 0  T I T L E  6 SPONSOR SUMMARY 
AMENDED T I T L E :  CSHB 2 4 0 ( F I N )
R E P E A L I N G  AN A P P R O P R I A T I O N  TO ANCHORAGE FOR THE POTTER 
VALLEY  ACCESS  ROAD & MAK ING  S P E C I A L  A P P R O P R I A T I O N S  TO 
THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTAT ION  6  P U B L I C  F A C I L I T I E S  AS

1 1 : 1 4  6/2 7/ 83  PAGE 1 OF

A GRANT TO THE M U N I C I P A L I T Y  OF ANCHORAGE;  E F F E C T  DATE
GENERAL DOLLARS :  $2 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0

P R I M E  SPONSOR:  COUDERY.
0 1 . .  R DOLLARS :  $0 

CO-SPONSORS :  P E S T I N G E R ,  F LOOD ,  HAYES - 
CURRENT ST A TU S :  5 / 0 6 / 8 3  I N  ( S )  F I N A N C E
HB 2 4 0  HOUSE ACT ION 1 1 : 1 4  6 / 2 7 / 8 3  
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0 3 / 0 7 / 8 3 01 0 4 2 0 F I R S T  RE A D IN G  — 'COMMITTEE  REPORTS
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■--------- ---- -----
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S E N A T E

4/7/83 FURTHER: Finance

Date: //?*-, . / ? ? -
— j) --------------------------------------

Mr. President:

The Committee on____________ Transnortat:ion_____has had C B  2Lo (rj-p^_________

R e p e a l i n g  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  m a d e  to the City of A n c h o r a g e  for the P o t t e r
V a l l e y  A ccess Ro ad and m a k i n g  special appropriations to the Depar t m e n t  of 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  and for nayment as grant3 to the 
M u n i c i p a l i t y  of Anchorage; and eff. date.
under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) 
reports it back with the following recommendations:

[)C] do pass [ ] do not pass

[ ] do pass with attached a m e n d m e n t s (s )
! ] same title

[ ] replace with CS f o r ___________________________________________[ ] new title

and recommends

[ ] AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [ ] New Fiscal Note

[ ] reports it back without recommendation

[ ] referred to t h e ____________________________________________ Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS OTHER R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :

   __________________________________________

. . .    --------------------------

• j j . & i / i / i f i t e / u i .

-------

0
! /

— L A l ■ ti i
j CHAIRMAN

■' /
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S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

TO : Represen ta tive  AI Adams .
—  Finance Committee Chairman

FROM: Representative John J . Cowdery
.D A TE : March 2 6 , 1983
RE: PROPOSED CSHB 240-REAPPROPRIATION OF POTTER VALLEY

ROAD FUNDS ' •
CSHB 240 repea ls a 1982 g ran t to the C ity o ' Anchorage fo r n e  Po tte r V a lley  Access Road (contained in Sec. 80, C’ . 101, SLA 1982, pg. 100, 
line 11) and reapp rop ria tes  the money as fo llow s:

— $1,040 ,000 to the Dept, o f T ransporta tion  and Public Facilities 
for construction  o f the Lake Otis extension from Abbott Loop Rd . to O'Malley Rd. in Anchorage; and
— $960,000 as a g ran t to the Municipality o f  Anchorage fo r  design 
and con s tru c tion  o f the South Anchorage water qua lity  and storm 
drainage p ro je c t .
— $500,000 as 'a  g ran t to the Municipality o f Anchorage fo r  
road improvements in “D istric t 7.

The unsolicited g ra n t from the Legis latu re during the last legislative 
"'session  to the Municipality o f Anchorage fo r construction o f  an access 

road in the Po tte r V a lley area has been re fused  by the Municipality. •*
The Municipality be lieves that there is no p ressing need fo r construc t­
ing a road in io  a v a lle y  v/here no one liv e s , and that there is a g rea te r 
need to improve Lake Otis Pa rkw ay , other roads in House D istric t 8 and 
water qua lity  in South Anchorage, (see enclosed le tte rs from the 
M un ic ipa lity ).

* •
T h e re fo re , H5240 will rea llocate these funds to o ther p ro jects that will 
benefit a ll areas in South Anchorage. The orig ina l appropriation  was 
fo r old D is tric t 11 . Because o f reapportionm ent, v.e now have D istricts 
7 , 8 , 9. I be lieve HB240 will d istribu te  as equal as possib le th ru  out
these newly formed d is tric ts  the aforementioned Potter Valley fu n d ;.
T hu s , benefiting the a reas that it was o rig in a lly  designated fo r .
Enclosed is backup from  the Municipality o f Anchorage on both the 'Lake
Otis p ro jec t and the water qua litv /s to rm  dra in  p ro ject.



project: W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y / S T O R M  D R A I N  P R O J E C T  ( D E S T G N )

Project Cost: $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0

D e sc rip tio n /Ju stific atio n :

T h e s e  f u n d s  w i l l  d e s i g n  a  s t o r m  d r a i n a g e  s y s t e m  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  
t h e  S o u t h  A n c h o r a g e  D r a i n a g e  S t u d y .  T h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  

• 6 , 2 5 0  l i n e a l  f e e t  o f  p i p e  a n d  2 , 6 0 0  f e e t  o f  c u l v e r t s  a n d  d i t c h e s .  
T h e s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  u p g r a d e  e x i s t i n g  d r a i n a g e  f a c i ­
l i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  h e a v y  d e v e l o p m e n t  n o w  
g o i n g  c n  i n  S o u t h  A n c h o r a g e .  W a t e r  q u a l i t y  d e v i c e s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  m a d e  b y  
t h e  A n c h o r a g e  2 0 8  W a t e r  Q u a l i t y  S t u d y .  D e s i g n  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  

' c o m p l e t e  i n  e a r l y  1 9 8 4 .  A  f u n d i n g  r e q u e s t  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  h a s  
b e e n  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  1 9 8 3  C a p i t a l  I m p r o v e m e n t  
B u d g e t .

M u nic ip al Staff Contact

Name: E v e r e t t  P. D i e n e r  L e e  B r o w n i n g

Title: D i r e c t o r  of P u b l i c  W o r k s  M u n i c i p a l  E n g i n e e r

Phone: 2 6 3 - 8 1 6 0  ' 2 6 3 - 8 1 0 9

Legislative District d - 7 ,  e - 8 ,  e - 9 ,  f - 3 .o

House Representative: S z y n a n s k i , C ow dery , P e s t i n g e r ,  H ay e s , F lo o d ,  B u s s e l l ,
L i n d a u e r

Senator: P. Fischer, Gilman, Pettyjohn, F a i k s , Sturgulewski, Rodey



Project: W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y / S T O R M  D R A I N  P R O J E C T  ( C O N S T R U C T I O N )

Project Cost: . $1,260,000

D escription/Justification:

T h e s e  f u n d s  w i l l  c o n s t r u c t  a  s t o r m  d r a i n a g e  s y s t e m  i n c l u d i n g  
w a t e r  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s  i n  t h e  S o u t h  A n c h o r a g e  A r e a .  
R e c e n t  a n d  p l a n n e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  h e a v y  
d e m a n d s  o n  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n a d e q u a t e  d r a i n  s y s t e m .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  
w i l l  i m p r o v e  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  r o a d s  i n  t h e  a r e a  b y  r e m o v i n g  
p o t e n t i a l  h a z a r d s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  e x c e s s i v e  w a t e r  o n  t h e  r o a d w a y .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  l a k e s  a n d  
s t r e a m s  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  i m p r o v e d  b y  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  s o i l ,  s e d i ­
m e n t ,  a n d  o t h e r  p o l l u t a n t s .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  
c o m p l e t e  b y  m i d  1 9 8 4  a n d  w i l l  p r o v i d e  8  m a n  y e a r s  o f  w o r k .  T h e  
M u n i c i p a l i t y  a n t i c i p a t e s  a n n u a l  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s  o f  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  t o  
b e  p a i d  b y  l o c a l  t a x e s  a n d  r e v e n u e  s h a r i n g  f u n d s .  A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  
n e c e s s a r y  d r a i n a g e  e a s e m e n t s  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d .  A  f u n d i n g  r e q u e s t  
f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  1 9 8 3  

. C a p i t a l  I m p r o v e m e n t  B u d g e t .

M unicipal Staff Contact

N a m e ;  E v e r e t t  P .  D i e n e r  • L e e  B r o w n i n g
T i t le :  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s  M u n i c i p a l  E n g i n e e r

P h o n e :  2 6 3 - 8 1 6 0  2 6 3 - 8 1 0 9

leg is lative  District D~7^.E~P/ E- 9 ' F~10

H o u s e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e :  S z y m a n s k i ,  C o w d e r y ,  P e s t i n g e r ,  H a y e s ,  F l o o d ,  B u s s e l l ,
L i n d a u e r

Senator: p. Fischer, Gilman, Pettyjohn, Faiks, Sturgul ews ki, Rodey



■

reject: L A K E  O T I S  P A R K W A Y ,  A B B O T T  R O A D  T O  O ' M A L L E Y

Project Cost: $ 3 , 7 9 0 , 0 0 0

• D escrip tio n /Ju stificatio n

T h i s  p r o j e c t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e -  c o n s t r u c t ,  m  o f  L a k e  O t i s  P a r k v . ’ a y  
‘ s o u t h  t o  O ' M a l l e y  R o a d .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w i l l . c o n s i s t  

o f  a  4 5  f o o t  w i d e  s t r e e t  w i t h  b a r r i e r  c u  b s .  A  5  f o o t  s e p a r a t e d  
s i d e w a l k  i s  p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  . ^ n d  a n  8  f o o t  s e p a r a t e d  
b i k e  t r a i l  o n  t h e  e a s t .  T h e  p r o j e c t  w o u l d  a l s o  i n c l u d e  s t o r m  
d r a i n  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  s t r e e t  l i g h t i n g  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  
d e v i c e s .  T h i s  r o a d  w i l l  b e  t h e  p r i m a r y  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  n e w  J u n i o r  
H i g h  S c h o o l  n o w  u n d e r  d e s i g n .  I t  w i l l  a l s c  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  S e c t i o n  . 1 6  R e c r e a t i o n  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  r a p i d l y  d e v e ­
l o p i n g  h i l l s i d e  a r e a .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i s  
e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 8 ' 4  a n d  w i l l  p r o v i d e  6 5  
m a n  y e a r s  o f  w o r k .  T h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  a n t i c i p a t e s  a n n u a l  m a i n ­
t e n a n c e  c o s t s  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 2 6  , 0 0 0  . T h i s  w o u l d  b e  p a i d  f o r  
t h r o u g h  r e v e n u e  s h a r i n g  f u n d s  a n d  l o c a l  t a x e s .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t h e s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w i l l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  e x i s t i n g  s a f e t y  a n d  

- e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s .  H e a v y  t r u c k  t r a f f i c  h a s  c a u s e d  h i g h  d u s t  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  a n d  s e v e r e '  e r o s i o n  h a s  d a m a g e d ,  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  i n  
a d j a c e n t  s t r e a m s  a n d  w e t l a n d s .  A c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  r i g h t -  
o f - w i y  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d .  A  f u n d i n g  r e q u e s t  f o r  
t h i s  p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  1 9 8 3  C a p i t a l  
I m p r o v e m e n t  B u d g e t .

M unicipal Staff Contact

N a m e :  E v e r e t t  P .  D i e n e r
Title: Director, o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s

P h o n e :  2 6 3 — 8 1 6 0

L e e  B r o w n i n g -  
M u n i c i p a l  E n g i n e e r .  
2 6 3 - 8 1 0 9

Legislative D is tr ic t 2z£

House Representative: C ow dery , P e s t in a e r

Senator: Pettyjohn, Faiks
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O F F rC E  OF F V a ' - J C S E R i ' .C E S

Marth 25, 15D2

H o n o r a b l e  S i a  P e . s t i n g e r  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t s t i v e s  
f t  a t e  C a p i t o l  
p o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 S 6 1 1  

D c - a r  S a m ,

Y o u  J : : 7 s  r e q u e s t e d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  s p e c i f i c  
c o s t  b r e a k d o w n s  f o r  v a r i o u s  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  L a k e  O t i s  e x t e n s i o n  
p r o j e c t - '  B e l o w  i s  a  b r i e f  s u m m a r y  o f  t h o s e  c o s t s -

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r u e  t o  d i s c u s s - t h e  
p r o j e c t  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  P a u l  D i e n e r ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  w o r k s ,  o r  
L e e  B r o w n i n g ,  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  E n g i n e e r ,  c - n  c y  s t a f f .

A s  y o u  k n o w ,  t h e s e  c o s t s  r e p r e s e n t  o u r  b e s t  e s t i m a t e  b a s e d  u p o n  
a v a i l a b l e  e n g i n e e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n .  K a t u r a l ^ y ,  t h e  f i n a l  e x a c t  
c o s t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  b i d .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  
f e e l  o v r  e s t i m a t e s  d o  r e p r e s e n t  a n  a c c u r a t e  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  
p r o j e c t  -

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  i n t e r e s t  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  h i g h  
p r i o r i t y  p r o j e c t .

C D / b r a e o  
p s v l / c d S l



TH E  FO LLO W IN G  D O C U M E N T (S ) MAY NOT F IL M  

L E G IB L Y  B EC A U SE  O F PO OR  Q U A L IT Y  OF THF. 

O R IG IN A L .
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v.

5 B 0 ,6 7 6  .
• •• 5 580,676 > ;.v

■ T h i s t . e s t i n a t e  . d o e s  n o t *  i n c l u d e : . -  •
. , ’ . ’ * . * • * •
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• v* •,* V 1 |* . * I
Underground e le c t r i c  and/or. gas :< ••

. _  2. V Ister improvements -
• 3 ,Tt Sewer improvements

41’. , Any o tb e r  improvements not s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned h e re in ."
f .  •• ■■ : - "V  v  ‘*i“ .



STATE OF ALASKA _________________________________
FISCAL NOTE [Revision Date_____________ , 19831

I .  R E Q U E S T  I I .  F I S C A L  D E T A I L
B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  N o . :  HB  2 4 0 _____________________ A g e n c y  A f f e c t t d :  ______________________________________1
T i t l e :  R e p e a l  A p p r o p  . . .  P o t t e r  V a l l e y  R d  P r o g r a m  C a t e g o r y  A f f e c t e d :  _____________________
S p o n s o r :  G o w d e r y ,  F l o o d ,  F a i k s ,  P e s t i n g e r  B R U ,  P r o g r a m  o r  S u b p r o g r a m ( s )  A f f e c t e d : .
R e q u e s t o r :     . __________________________ _____________________________________

E X P E N D IT U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
O P E R A T IN G F Y  8 3 F Y  8 4 F Y  8 5 F Y  8 6 F Y  8 7 F Y  8 8

1 0 0  P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S
2 0 0  T R A V E L
3 0 0  CONTRACTUAL
4 0 0  C O M M O D IT IE S
5 0 0  E Q U IP M E N T
6 0 0  LA N D  & S T R U C T U R E S
7 0 0  G R A N T S ,  C L A IM S ,  E T C .

•

.

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G

C A P IT A L

REVEN U E

F U N D IN G :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
G E N ER A L  FUN D  
F E D E R A L  FUN DS  
O T H E R  ( S p e c i f y  S o u r c e ) •

P O S I T I O N S :
F U L L  T IM E
P A R T  T IM E
TEM PO RA RY

1 1  -  S O U R C E O F  FU N D S  TO  O F F S E T  F I S C A L  IM PA C T  O F  B I L L :

R e p e a l  o f  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  m a d e  i n  1 9 8 2  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  f o r  t h e  P o t t e r  V a l l e y  
A c c e s s  R o a d .

I V .  A N A L Y S I S : A t t a c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  f o r  a n y  A n a l y s i s

P r e p a r e d  o y :  A .  R e e d  G i b b y _________________________________  P h o n e :  2 6 6 - 1 6 5 2
D i v i s i o n :  P l a n n i n g  & P r o g r a m m i n g ___________________________________. D a t e :  4 / 4 / 8 3

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r :  — c; D a t e :  f t

D e p a r t m e n t : P )  Q ~ T P  F   ' J  /

D i s t r i b u t i o n :

O r i g i n a l  t o  L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e
C o p y  t o  O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t  ( f o r  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n t r o d u c e d  b i l l s )
C o p y  t o  D e p a r t m e n t  ( f o r  G o v e r n o r  i n t r o d u c e d  b i l l s )
C o p y  t o  S p o n s o r
C o p y  t o  R e q u e s t o r  ( i t  d i f f e r e n t  f r c m  S p o n s o r )  3 / 8 / 8 3



C O S T  E S T IM A T E S

L a k e  O t i s  E x t e n s i o n

F Y ’ 8 4  $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0
F t f ' 8 4  $ 5 8 1 , 0 0 0
F Y ' 8 4 - 8 5  $ 2 , 9 0 9 , 0 0 0

S o u t h  A n c h o r  g e

Wa ' r  Q u a l i t y  a n d  S t o r m  D r a i n a g e

F Y ' 8 4  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0
F Y 18 4 - 8 5  $ 1 , 2 6 0 , 0 0 0

W b u l d  b e  a  g r a n t  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  
D O l& P F .

R C W

D e s i g n
C o n s t r u c t i o n

D e s i g n
C o n s t r u c t i o n

w o u l d  h a v e  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  o n
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T i » p : e r  201 fiCC JOJ



m a y  
to 3  other
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I E

. Juneau — A plain to reallocate 52.5 million earmarked for the controversial Potter Valley Road on three other projects in South Anchorage got the approval of the House Finance Committee Monday. • / .• Under the bill, the 52 s n-'Olion would be spent for the extension of Lake Otis Parkway,- ,oad pro­jects in extreme South Anchor­age and storm drains.Rep. John Cowdery, R-An­chorage, sponsor of the bill, said the measure addresses city needs but still keeps the money in the area to which it-was al­located initially. • •The $2.5 million to build a road in Potter Valley was appro­priated last year at the urging of former Sen. Mike/ Colletta and former Rep. Ray Metcalfe.Both Republican lawmakers, In losing bids for higher offices last summer, received heavy campaign contributions from the developer of Potter Valley and his associates. The appropriation became the symbol of the be­hind-closed-doors process used to

write the state budget last year.Anchorage Mayor. • Tony ' Knowles said he would return the money for reallocation if he could be sure it would go to city 
projects.

South Anchorage lawmakers i r
■fought among themseives for 
weeks.Cowdery and five other South. Anchorage lawmakers proposed reallocating tly money to Lake Otis Parkway Jid to drainage projects.But Rep. Mike Szymanski, whose district is the ext^mej southern end of Anchora  ̂ raid-1 claim to the money, too. So his district was included by using some of the funds for road pro: ( jects.The Lake Otis extension in­volves building a four-lane street1' from Abbott Road to O'Malley Road. Cowdeiy said the street would run past a new junior high. school planned for the area. The bill proposes $.1.04 million be d i­verted to the $3.8 million project. ’•The storm drainage project I would get SP60.000 under the bill. And roads in Szymanski’s district., would get $500,000.
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B U L L  H B 0 2 4 0
P A G E  0 0 4 2 0
D A T E  0 3 / 0 7 / 8 3
CH A M BER  H O U SE
T E X T  H O U SE  B I L L  H O . 2 4 0  b y  C c w d e r y ,  P e s t i n g e r ,  F l o o d  a n d  H a y e s ,

e n t i t l e d :
" t o  A c t  r e p e a l i n g  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  m a d e  
t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  f o r  t h e  P o t t e r  
V a l l e y  A c c e s s  R e a d  a n d  m a k i n g  s p e c i a l  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  
a n d  f o r  p a y m e n t  a s  a  g r a n t  t o  t h e  
M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ;  a n d  p r o v i ­
d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  

w a s  r e a d  t h e  f i r s t  t i n e  a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .  
B I L L  H B 0 2 4 0
P A G E  0 0 6 6 7
D A T E  0 3 / 2 9 / 8 3  
CHAM BER  H O U SE
T E X T  T h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  h a d  H O USE  B I L L  N O .  2 4 0  ( r e p e a l ­

i n g  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  m a d e  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  f o r  
t h e  P o t t e r  V a l l e y  A c c e s s  R o a d  a n d  m a k i n g  s p e c i a l  a p p r o ­
p r i a t i o n s  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  
F a c i l i t i e s  a n d  f o r  p a y m e n t  a s  a  g r a n t  t o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  
o f  A n c h o r a g e ;  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e )  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  r e c o m ­
m e n d s  i t  b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  COM M ITTEE  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  H O U SE  
B I L L  N O .  2 4 0  ( F i n a n c e ) :

" t o  A c t  r e p e a l i n g  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
—  m a d e  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  f o r  t h e

P o t t e r  V a l l e y  A c c e s s  R o a d  a n d  m a k i n g  
s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  t h e  D e p a r t ­
m e n t  . o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a ­
c i l i t i e s  a n d  f o r  p a y m e n t  a s  g r a n t s  t o  
t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e ;  a n d  p r o ­
v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  

c n l  r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  a s  f e l l o w s :  A d a m s  ( C h a i r m a n ) ,  P e s t i n g e r ,
W a r d ,  F l o o d ,  G r u s s e n d o r f ,  D u n c a n ,  B e t t i s w o r t h  a n d  M a r t i n  
r e c a r m e n d  d o  p a s s .
H B  2 4 0  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  p l a c e m e n t  
o n  t h e  c a l e n d a r .



A p p r o p r i a t i o n s
(special)

(A n c h o r a g e

r o a d / v a t e r

p r o j e c t s )

HOUSE BI L L  NO. 2 4 0 . by Reps. Covdery, Pestinger, Flood and 

Hayes. Repeals a 1952 grant to the City of A.nchorage for the 

Potter Valley A c c e s s  Roa d  (contained in Sec. 80, Ch. 101, SLA 

1982, p. 100, line 11) and reappropriates the co n e y  as follows:

— $1,040,000 to the Dept, of Transportation and P ublic Facilities 

f o r •constr u c t i o n  of the Lak e  Otis extension to O'Malley Road in 

A n c h orage; and • . . . . . .

— $1,460,000 as a grant to the Munici p a l i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  for design 

and c o nstruction of the South Anch o r a g e  wa t e r  q u a l i t y  and storm 

drainage project.

Provides that a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for Lake Otis extension is for a 

capital project and does not lapse. Provides that grant to the 

M u n i c i p a l i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  be disbursed in accordance wit h  AS 

3 7 . 0 5 . 3 1 5  - 319 (State Grants). Effective immediately.

Introduced Ma r c h  7 and referred to Finance.

HOUSE BIL L  NO. 2 4 0 , (see pa<?e 285). Reported back to the 

House Ma r c h  29 by Finance recommending it be repl a c e d  with a 

substitute and that it do pass. Concurring: A d a m s  (Chairman),

Pestinger, Ward, Flood, Grussendorf, Duncan, B e t t i s w o r t h  and 

M a rtin To R u l e s .

The F i n ance sub s t i t u t e  breaks the $1,460,000 a p p r o p r i a t i o n  made as 

a grant to the M u n i c i p a l i t y  of Anchorage into two separate 

sections. P r o v i d e s  $960,000 be appropriated for payment as a grant 

to the M u n i c i p a l i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  for design and construction of the 

South A n c h o r a g e  w a t e r  q u a lity and storm drainage project (original 

version called for the total $1.46 m i l l i o n  for this project), and 

$500,000 be a p p r o p r i a t e d  as a grant to the M u n i c i p a l i t y  of 

A n c h o r a g e  for r.oad improvements to be allocated b e t w e e n  limited 

life .road service d i s t r i c t s  in election district 7 in Anchorage 

based on the road m i l e a g e  in each limited life road service 

district and subject to a 50 percent ma t c h  by each limited life 

road service d istrict.
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(907) 263-8401

DECEIVED MAii
TONY KNOWLES, 
MAYOR
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P

OFFICE OF PUBLIC SERVICES

March 2, 1983

Rep. John Cowdery 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

D e a r  R ep . s ^ p -w ffe rv :

This letter is being written to confirm our conversation this 
morning regarding several items of road policy which affect your district.

First, with respect to a change in wording for the former 
/Potter Valley Road appropriation, the administration strongly desires 
■"ifhat the money be made available for use on the Lake Otis Extension.
While the State project for construction of the Minnesota Bypass Extension 
can and should be accelerated, contracts for that project cannot be bid 
until September of this year. On the other hand, I have a real need to 
accomplish major engineering work on Lake Otis immediately if we are to 
have the road completed in time for the opening of the school. As you 
know, both the school and the road will serve a very broad area of South 

.Anchorage. There are no funds available for Lake Otis at the present time.
9

With respect to potential appropriations for road improvement', 
in District 8, I can assure you that the administration is supportive o'

. such an approach. Further, an appropriation of that nature would be used 
within the boundaries of District 8 primarily for road and drainage 
improvements on local neighborhood and subdivision streets within both 
full-service and 1imited-service areas. Ihe State grant funds would be 
utilized to supplement the standard road improvement district process 
and to provide homeowners with a 50% reduction in any assessable costs 
for the project. Since storm drainage improvements are areawide assess­
ments and only actual road work is assessed directly to homeowners,, this 
would be a very favorable project which would both stretch state dollars 
and provide substantial assistance to those neighborhoods wishing to 
improve their streets.

I look forward to continuing cooperation in addressing the road 
improvement needs of Anchorage and your district.

jncerely,

ennerlein
,ive Manager, Public Services



Alaska Bisiz ffiegralatoe
S E N A T O R

H. PAPPY MOSS 
P.O. B O X  182 

D E L T A  JUNC T I O N .  A L A S K A  9 9 7 3 7  
0 0 7 ) 8 9 5 - 4 3 8 4

M E M O R A N D U M  Date: April 26, 1983

Subject: Back-up for SB 238; SCR 17; and CSHB 2^0

To:

From:

Attached please find back-up material for SB 238,"An Act making a special 
appropriation to the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities for 
road improvements on the New Seward Highway in Anchorage; and providing for 
an effective date"; SCR 17, "Relating to "Lower" Huffman Road upgrading in 
the Municipality of Anchorage"; and CSHB 240, "An Act repealing an 
appropriation made to the City of Anchorage for the Potter Valley Access 
Road and making special appropriations to the Department of Transportation 
and Public Facilities for payment as grants to the Municipality of 
Anchorager and providing for an effective date."

Please note that SCR 19, "Relating to a statewide system of trails," 
scheduled for a hearing on April 28, has been waived from this committee at 
the request of the sponsor.

I would also like to remind you of a presentation to be given by DOT/PF on 
the Governor's proposal for the Knik Arm Crossing. That presentation will 
be given on April 27, 1983 at 3:00 in Court Room A. I would respectfully 
encourage you to attend this important meeting since a decision on the Knik 
Crossing will have to be made by this Committee in the near future.

All Committee Members 
Senate Transportation Committee

Senator H. Pappy Moss, Chairman, 
Senate Transportation Committee!



BILL SHEFFIELD. GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  A N D  P U B L I C  F A C I L I T I E S
/

CENTRAL REGION, PLANNING & PROGRAMMING

April 28, 1983

Mr. Brent Paine 
Administrative Assistant 
Capitol Room 409, Pouch V 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Mr. Paine:

The following information is in response to your April 27 inquiry relating 
to House Bill 240, which repeals last year's Potter Valley appropriation 
and makes a special appropriation to the Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities.

If House Bill 240 is approved, the Department envisions no procedural problems 
in turning the funding over to the Municipality of Anchorage, nor would we 
assess the project any department overhead charges.

If you or Representative Cowdery have any questions on this matter, please 
feel free to contact me.

.  _____
Central Region Planning & Programming

WRSrbwb
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P  O SOX 2716
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99510 
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WHILE IN JUNEAU 
POUCH V
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99011 
■ 9071 .165 493 9

J V l a s k t  j i t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e

Mouse o f 3Represeotaiiiies
REPRESENTATIVE JERRY WARD 

DISTRICT 13
MEMBER FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN OF SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
COMMERCE a  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
CHAIRMAN Cc SUBCOMMITTEE ON LA9CR 

MEMBER OF SUBCOMMITTEE ON STATE LOANS

M E M O RANDUM

DATE: April 18, 1983

TO: All Legislators

FROM: Representative Jerry Ward

SUBJ: Knik A r m  Tele c o n f e r e n c e

U S

At the April 13 teleconference attended by Reps. Tischer, L arson and 

Ward and by Neil P h e l ps-Munson from Rep. Hayes' office, 35 people in 

Anchorage attended, cf who m  11 testified, all in favor of the concept. 

I attach for your information a transcript of that teleconference.

Attachment



K N I K  AND T URNAGAIN A R M  CROSSING TELECONFERENCE 

April 13, 1983 

9:00 p.m.

Legislators

Number 001

Number 027

Present: R epresentative Jerry Ward

Representative Mae Tischer 

Representative Ron Larson

T eleconference Agenda 

The purpose of this teleconference was to 

discuss the proposed Kni k  and Turnagain 

Arm Crossings. HB 294 and HB 295.

A ction Narrative 

The Knik and Turnagain Arm Crossing 

T eleconference was called to order at 9:00 

p.m. and Representative Ward introduced 

Representatives Mae Tischer and Ron Larson. 

The following is a verbatim transcript.

(Tape begins here.)

R epresentative W a r d : I'm Representative

Jerry Ward, I'm from Anchorage also here is 

Representative Mae Tischer from Spenard, A K  

and also Representative R o n  Larson arid we 

wi l l  be taking testimony concerning HB 294 

and also 295 which are companion bills and 

the purpose of these bills are to establish a 

A laska Toll Bridge and Causeway Auth o r i t y  for 

the purpose of building the Knik A rm 

Crossing. And at this time if the first 

person who would like to give testimony and 

ask questions, please step forward. The 

person I have on m y  list is Harold Galliett.

Harold G a l l i e t t : My name is Harold Galliett,

I live at 1616 Garden Street in Anchorage and 

I'd like to state that I. favor the 

construction of the Knik A r m  Crossing as far 

down Kn i k  Arm as is feasible from an economic 

standpoint, because of the need to simplify 

traffic to and from Fairbanks and 

particularly to and from the large areas that 

can be developed in the M a tanuska Valley.

The present road and railroad, for that 

matter, pass along the base of the mountains 

and the area rapidly pinches out to the point 

where the amount of developable land is 

greatly limited. Whereas immediately across 

the inlet are thousands of acres that would 

serve for the expansion of Anchorage. It is 

not a bit to early to think about expanding 

the area in which Anchorage and its neighbors



can grow. We're becoming a sizable city that 

doesn't seem to be a ny signs of a decrease in 

our growth. Th a n k  you.

Representative W a r d : Harold, thank you for

your testimony, we wi l l  mak e  that part of the 

testimony for tonight and it certainly was a 

pleasure h e a ring from you. Would the next 

p erson that would like to testify please come 

forward. I have Dave Ring down here.

Dave R i n g : This is Dave Ring in Anchorage

and I appreciate the opportunity to talk to 

you folks on the other end about the Knik Arm 

Bridge. M y  particular interest has been for 

some time somewhat the same to get a crossing 

and I think that a couple of points that have 

been overlooked in plans that I've had access 

to and thats the development in Western 

Alaska. Most of the plans I've looked at 

have pretty adequately covered the need and 

the benefit for access to Fairbanks and 

points in between Anchorage and Fairbanks for 

the shorter distance that the studies I've 

had access to they don't emphasize Western 

Alaska, seme don't even m e n tion it. I think 

I'd like t.o suggest that we have a realistic 

p ossibility of coal development at Beluga 

that would be extremely enhanced with an 

access from Anchorage and that in itself 

might generate enough revenue to pay for a 

bridge by itself. Second way that this thing 

might advertise itself, as many people have 

discussed is a toll bridge. A third way that 

it might pay for itself and that's the sale 

of land within a half hours radius from 

Anchorage. In other words, a half hours 

driving time. Most of that land in under 

State ownership and some belongs to the 

University. Third way that I haven't 

heard anyone else expound on and thats the 

idea that gravel in the Anchorage area is 

becoming a pretty expensive commodity. The 

pits in the Sand Lake area have been closed, 

the only thing thats happening there n ow is a 

little moonlight and bootleg operation, 

extended permits perhaps, but the gravel 

thatu in the Elmendorf Marain, which has the 

nature of some four or five thousand acres to 

it and its a pretty high quality gravel 

according to my testing, some of that would 

almost meet military specks without further 

processing. But be that as it may, the sand 

and gravel in that area wi t h  the markets that



A nch o r a g e  presents in the next 30 years would 

be one means and by itself would very likely 

pay for any structure. Thats about four ways 

to p ay for a bridge, I d o n’t kno w  if we need 

to go a hole lot further that that, I ’m  sure 

that there are more ways but w e  have quite a 

few possibilities of where to put a 

crossing and some of them as much as 15 miles 

north from Anchorage up the Kn i k  Arm. I 

think that crossings further up would be of 

less value to Western Alaska, they might have 

the same value in access to Fairbanks, 

T a l k e e t n a  and points along the existing 

route, but I think to give the best benefit 

to W e s t e r n  Alaska it must be as close to 

A nch o r a g e  as possible and if J had to suggest 

a location it would be in the immediate 

v ici n i t y  of the city docks, say a couple 

thousand feet north of the city docks 

but south of Point. Karr.n, that would also 

keep it outside of the radar range for the 

military. I want to thank you for your time 

and yo u r  consideration and this is Dave Ring.

Number 158 Representative L a r s o n : Yes, hi Dave, this is

Representative Larson and I just wanted to 

mention one or two little things in relation 

to your comments. I think you are correct in 

your site location, the only concern that I 

have and I think that probably you and I have 

discussed this before that as we talk about 

the Knik Arm Crossing we also have to talk 

about a reason to make it economically 

feasible and some of the major reasons would 

be a port development at the Point McKensie 

area not to compete with the Anchorage port 

but to facilitate it. One being of course an 

importing area and the other a potential 

exporting area and therefore we would have to 

keep the bridge far enough north so that it 

would not interfere with the various shipping 

lanes that would be necessary to utilize both 

ports at Point McKensie and Anchorage. Do 

you have any comments on that.

Number 177 Dave R i n g : Yes, I have. I've had access the

studies conducted by the Mat-Su Borough 

groups on a location for a port site at Point 

McKensie. I've also been involved in 

h y drology work in Knik A rm for roughly six 

years, I've been involved occasionally in 

type flow and selenity content of the waters 

there, I've also been involved in soil 

sampling of the bottom in Knik Arm and based



on m y  study of the, or my exposure to these 

studies, I've haven't really done any formal 

study of m y  own, but I've been exposed to 

these studies as conducted by other people, I 

think that the choice of port locations has I 

kn o w  them to be by the Mat-Su Borough group 

is really a little to north for convenient 

landing of vessels in the winter months in 

the extreme ice flow conditions that develop 

there, plus that location has the possibility 

of continual necessity, like the port of 

Anchorage for dredging. I think a more 

southern point for a port site on the far 

side of the inlet could be located where no 

dredging would be necessary its more or less 

a self scouring area of 60 feet drop minus 

tide water. Over.

N u m b e r  205 Representative L a r s o n : Thank you for your

c o m m e n t s .

Number 207 Representative W a r d : Yes, and the next

person that I nave on my list, this is 

Representative Ward, is Kristie Keele.

Number 212 Kristie K e e l e : This is Kristie Keele. I

have a question. A lot has been said about 

the economic feasibility and affects of a 

crossing and what I'd like to know something 

about some of the aesthetic value as far as 

the pollution problems that any growing 

community will have and at the rate that 

Anchorags is growing and what this might do 

to alleviate or. at least help those problems.

N umber 221 Representative W a r d : Yes, this is

Representative Ward and before I start, I'd 

like to make notice that Neil P h e l p s - M u n s o n , 

the Professional Assistant to Speaker Joe 

Hayes is here and he is also taking testimony 

with us at this time. But one of the things 

I think that people of Anchorage are acutely 

aware of is that we have pollution that has 

been growing at a alarming amount. There is

a report that was just done and issued to the

Anchorage Chamber of Commerce approximately 

six weeks ago, that report stated that there 

was going to be if the pollution, if an 

negotiated agreeme' i  between the Federal 

Government and the State and the City of 

Anchorage as far as the pollution level was 

not reached that there could be the possibly 

of a Federal ban on construction in the 

Anchorage area. This means that there would



be no more c o nstruction allowed because of 

the emissions of carbon monoxide. What we 

have is a s i tuation where you have 200 people 

crammed into a little area. Its also been 

just computed out by the EPA on the State 

level that in 33 years what we're going to 

have w i t h  the growth of population if it 

continues at the same level in Anchorage, 

A l a s k a  in 33 years from today a n y body in that 

town wil l  only live for approximately 30 

m inutes and then they wil l  die. This sounds 

a little ha r s h  but if you just look out of 

your windows tomorrow m o r ning on a nice clear 

beautiful A l a s k a  day you'll see this kind of 

a b luish blackish haze and this ill continue 

to be there and I think that t'n^j is one of 

the things that needs to be addressed. 

Everybody is crowded in their neighborhoods, 

they're crowed at the 4 and 5 o'clock traffic 

jam. We can plan ourselves to death but 

until there is a release valve that lets the 

people go out of Anchorage and live outside 

of Anchorage, all w e  can do is stack up on 

top of each other and this is one of the 

major concerns because its the feeling of the 

body down here and the members I've talked to 

its time to plan farther ahead that just one 

budget to the next budget. We want to plan 

for not only our future but our childrens 

future and this s-aenis like to reasonable w ay 

of doing it.

Representative Larson: Yes, if I can just

add a comment too. Southcentral Alaska is 

really the fastest growing area and the 

fastest growing state in the United States. 

One of the ma j o r  benefits that I would see 

foe the Knik Arm Crossing is that this would 

help us to have planned growth which would be 

very n e c e s s a r y  and up realize that when 

you're in downt o w n  Anchorage, you're less 

that 3 miles away from the Point McKensie 

area w h i c h  basically at this time is 

uninhabited. We know that the potentials are 

there because wi t h  the Dahl-Shell 

Petrochemical Industry study we had to do 

samples for wa s t e  disposal, water supply, 

power p o tential and so forth. In other 'Jords, 

its just an area within 3 miles of downcown 

A n chorage thats really itching. And one of 

the methods of paying that we haven't : ’ally 

mentioned yet but I'm going to suggest to 

Representative Ward is something that we've 

used in ma n y  occasions in relation to capital



relocation. Once you establish the bridge 

there across the Kni k  A n n  you have tremendous 

value added to the land prices on the other 

side. Most of those lands at this time are 

owned by the State of Alaska, and wit h  the 

increased v a l u e  of those lands, it could go a 

very long w a y  in helping to offset the cost 

of the crossing itself. So those are just a 

couple of philosophical thoughts I had, but I 

do think they are worth bringing out at this 

time.

N u m b e r  290 Kristie K e e l e : Well, I would just like to

say I am in favor of it and one of the 

reasons is expanded growth out of the 

A n chorage area and I do appreciate your 

comments. T h a n k  you.

N u m b e r  293

Number 296

Representative W a r d : Yes, and the next

person we have to testify is Jorge Hernandez.

Jorge H e r n a n d e z : My name is Jorge

Hernandez, I'm from Anchorage and one of the 

things that I would like to k n o w  is what is 

the approximate cost estimations at this 

point for the Knik A rm Crossing and what is 

approximately the growing cost of it or the 

percentage, 10, 15 or 20% eventually its 

going l c  have to built (undes.).

N umber 308 Neil P h e l p s - M u n s o n : This is Neil

P h e l ps-Munson from the Speaker's office Mr. 

Hernandez. At the present time we don't have 

any current cost figures however, they are 

being produced by the Department of 

Transportation. You might recall a couple of 

years ago, Mr. Hayes was successful in 

getting 5% m i l l i o n  dollars put in the budget 

for preliminary w o r k  on the K n i k  A r m  project 

and the Dep a r t m e n t  is presently using part of 

that m o n e y  for the purpose of p r eparing some 

cost estimates. We expect them very shortly. 

N o w  there doubtless are going to be higher 

prices than any of the previous estimates 

that have been done. We are encouraged to 

believe, however, that improvements in 

technology for this kind of w o r k  that have 

occurred in recent years will tend to hold 

down the cost more that the escalation that 

might normally be expected over estimates 

we ' v e  had in previove years. We do expect to 

have those figures in a fairly short period 

of time. I don't kno w  precisely what we mean 

by short but h opefully before this summer.



N u m b e r  324 Jorge H e r n a n d e z : A n o t h e r  thing is what will

be the estimated m i l eage saved by building 

the bridge or the approximate amount of time 

saved in driving distances.

N umber 327 Neil P h e l p s - M u n s o n : If I understand, first

you are asking about the length of the 

crossing. Th e r e  are, in previous studies 

that hav e  been done, the most exhaustive 

study w h i c h  was done slightly mor e  than 10 

years ago if I recall correctly, the block to 

block distance of the various crossings 

ranged from 8,500 feet in the shortest case 

to 25,800 in the longest case. The most 

likely probability, the one that seems most 

attractive for all of the reasons involved of 

these six studies is 12,900 feet long.

N u mber 339 Jorge H e r n a n d e z : I see. Th a n k  you for your

time.

N u mber 342 R e presentative W a r d : Yes, Inez, this is

Representative Jerry W a r d  would you put the

next p e r s o n  on that would like to give 

testimony or ask questions.

N u m b e r  346 Ron W i n d e l e r : I'm R on Windeler, I've lived

in A l a s k a  for 33 years. I'm ver y  much in 

favor of the Knik A r m  Crossing. My first 

q uestion is what is the status of the 

D e p artment of Tran s p o r t a t i o n  study that you 

just mentioned. I had heard recently that 

the Governor had cut off funding for that or 

in some w ay was slowing down that study.

N umber 352 Neil P h e l p s - M u n s o n : Mr. Windeler, what the

Governor did instead of using the mo n e y  to go 

ahead wit h  the Environmental Impact Statement 

was ma k e  a decision with the concurrence of 

the leadership of the legislature to go ahead 

w ith a portion of that m o n e y  for estimate 

w or k  to determine if the project was fiscally 

feasible before spending the rather larger 

amount of m o n e y  to go ahead with the EIS, 

that is the Environmental Impact Statement. 

And as I say, p reliminary indications on that 

are that the project w i l l  be financially 

feasible, we don't have definite figures. 

Therefore, the EIS w o r k  will proceed. Now 

some of that !.as already been done, some of 

it is recoverable from previous years and the 

like. But that would be the next step and 

no, we don't have any indication that t’>e



A d ministration is d e liberately slowed the 

project, they hav e  rather changed the 

d i rection for that short period of time for 

the purpose of being sure that w e  could 

confidently go ahead with it.

N u m b e r  367 Ron W i n d e l e r : So we actually just changed

the order in w h i c h  he was spending the money 

that was appropriated. Okay, m y  next 

question is what are the chances of passage 

of the n e w  bills, I believe its Senate Bill 

211 and 212, one of w h i c h  establishes some 

kind of a authority to run a bridge and the 

other one appropriates a really substantial 

chunk of m o n e y  to begin construction.

Number 374 Representative W a r d : Yes, this is R e p r e s e n t­

ative Jerry Ward and it looks like, as they 

go through the committee process that it 

should be the Senate Bills, I don't believe,

I can't really speak for the other body but 

I've talked to President Kerttula and he 

seems to feel ver y  confident that it would go 

through. We have had a House Concurrent 

Resolution introduced by the bush delegation 

on the Senate side endorsing the concept of 

the Knik Arm Crossing and encouraging it. On 

the House side, we do have 27 signatures 

which it takes 21 to pass so we do have the 

support on the House side but we're still not 

rushing through the procedure because we want 

to make sure that the Toll Bridge Authority 

is set up properly so that has to go through 

the Committee process but w e  do have every 

intention of m oving the bills through both 

bodies and to the des k  of the Governor this 

session.

N umber 388 Ron W i n d e l e r : Last of all, I have a s ug­

gestion, we talked a little bit earlier about 

paying for this bridge by the sale of State 

land across the inlet and somebody mentioned 

that land wo u l d  increase in value 

tremendously if the bridge were completed. 

Unfortunately, it seems like its necessary to 

have money in advance to pay for the bridge 

rather that build it first and then realize 

its value and I was won d e r i n g  if it would be 

possible for the State to dispose of some of 

the State land in the McKensie area in 

advance of the actual construction but after 

having announced an exact path and a 

timetable so that m a n y  people would be aware 

of the potential increased value and would be



w i l l i n g  to bid a great amount of m o n e y  for 

land over there, nearly as great as they 

would be w i l ling to pay at a later date when 

the bridge was complete. That sort of an 

approach might be able to raise ma n y  millions 

of dollars in advance to offset the cost of 

constructing the bridge.

Representative W a r d : Yes, this is R e present­

ative Ward. I have w r i tten in your comment 

and I certainly will put this into the 

consideration. One of the things that we 

have done since the Speaker and the President 

have filed a joint bill as the leadership of 

the House and the Senate, there have been 

several proposals come forward which I found, 

if I can just run those by you ve r y  quickly, 

the land one that Representative L arson and 

yourself have just brought up is an 

intriguing idea, the coal and gravel has been 

brought up several times, not to leave out 

the fact that it is a toll bridge so just 

paying from actual passenger traffic can be 

done in about 10 years, but besides that we 

also have got phone calls from the electrical 

utilities, Chugach Electric and Matanuska 

Electric both are going to be writing letters 

of support so they can take their underground 

cables and put those on the bridges. We 

understand that there is a figure floating 

around for replacement of 3 of the cables of 

some $100 m i l lion which would go for 

offsetting the cost of the bridge. We also 

have had a proposal that has been introduced, 

at least for discussion purposes by 

Representative Cowdery for transporting water 

across the way for the Anchorage area which 

will be in need of water in about 3-3*4 years 

if the population continues at its present 

rate. Everything I see says that this bridge 

should have been built about 10 years ago and 

the land idea that you have in very 

intriguing and I think that if my numbers 

worked in my head as I just added up the 

amount of State land available, I think we 

could build about 3 of these.

Ron W i n d e l e r : Th a n k  you very much, that's

all I have to say.

Ken W a r d w e l l : Y e s , my name is Ken Wardwell

and I live at 1444 Hillcrest Drive,

Anchorage, and I've lived here since about 

'66 and I'm also in favor of the Knik Arm



Crossing and I ’d like to start with a 

question. What negative things have you 

encountered that would hold up the completion 

or even the b e ginning of building the bridge?

Number 446 Representative W a r d : Yes, this is R e present­

ative Ward and I sure hate to be the one to 

give bad tidings, but the negative things

seems to be at this point is I think people

w h e n  w e  have been able to get response, it 

seems to be one w a y  or the other, we should

build it or we should not build this bridge

because it hurts a p r o g r a m  wh i c h  is they have 

a feeling that there is a competition for 

money and that seems to be the overriding 

thing at this point. And there is a 

c ompetition for m o n e y  and thats why we are 

going on a us e r y  type of basis and I think 

that this body, and the leadership is decided 

that if a project cannot stand upon its own, 

then we really d o n’t want to get behind it 

and thats w h y  we ha v e  gone on the Toll Bridge 

Authority and we're trying to find creative 

forms of financing and creative forms to pay 

for the project so that we can go forward, 

but the only thing that we have found, or 

that I have found on a negative note is the 

fact that people have felt that State 

government m ay not be giving out quite as 

many dollars and they did not want another, 

did not want any projects if it was going to 

affect their own personal project that they 

might have an interest in, so there has been 

a lot of comparing type of things. I'll turn 

it over to the other Representatives for 

there comments on negative.

Number 465 Representative L a r s o n : Yes, this is R e p r e­

sentative Larson. I guess I'm going to speak 

frankly here that the biggest negative isn't 

that I have seen over the years is been that 

we've had too ma n y  politicians and not enough 

statesmen. For example, in relation to the 

Point McKensie road, everyone always says to 

me why build a road there's nothing at Point 

McKensie. I say whe n  you build a road 

there's going to be something at Point 

McKensie. TThen you build the bridge there's 

going to be lot more.

Number 474 Ken W a r d w e l l : Okny, I guess a comment I'd

like to make is there's been some recent 

proposals to bring natural gas from the north 

slope to, well there's been several



proposals, one of them is to bring it to 

Kenai. Has a n y body considered bringing it to 

the Point which would also hav e  a deep water 

port and it would also be able to service 

potential users of the population of 

Southcentral Alaska?

Number 481 Neil P h e l p s - M u n s o n : Yeah, Ken, this is Neil,

good to see you, I haven't talked to y ou in a 

long time., The biggest negative as I think 

two members have expressed her e  is peoples 

lack of faith in the capability of the State 

to tackle a project of this m a gnitude and 

serve other needs of so man y  people or other 

wishes and needs so m a n y  people have at the 

present time. As far as gas is concerned, 

Jerry has just added that to his list of ways 

in which the crossing can be paid for. I've 

been wres t l i n g  wi t h  this thing myself for 

about a dozen years having worked in the 

Department of Highway some years ago. I've 

heard it said that if everyone studying the 

crossing had taken a rock w it h  him, we'd have 

one by now. That m a y  be a slight 

exaggeration, but probably not far from the 

truth. I think the introduction of this 

legislation is probably most important single 

step that has beer, taken in recent years. I 

think its more important than the $5% m i l lion 

that the Speaker managed to get into the 

budget 2 years ago, simply because it will 

test the public confidence and I think 

reassure the public confidence that this 

thing can be done. And of course people who 

are heartily in favor of the project like 

those of you there in the room can help a 

great deal too.

Number 496 Ken W a r d w e l l : Yeah, it seems interesting

that in public testimony like this and for 

several years it seems like everything that 

comes out seems to positive in favor of it to 

include newspaper articles and through those 

years we always see steady groups and little 

bits of money being put out in some kind of 

serious or semi-serious study one or another. 

And then, you know, in a place like LaTouche, 

where all public testimony comes out negative 

to building a facility there for boats, and 

you know, thats trying to go through, trying 

to put it through. I sell real estate here, 

have been a broker for several years and 

we're rapidly running out of property to 

service the needs of the community and I



5
.

think its probable that the bridge will have 

to be built, or i means to get to the other 

side to open up that land for the needs of 

the p o p u lation of Southcentral Alaska. I 

think that should be a serious consideration 

rather than at the last m oment say okay, and 

to just throw m o n e y  at it, we ought to be 

prepared w i t h  good serious studies and good 

serious cost amounts and timetables to be 

able to do that.

N u m b e r  517 Representative Mae T i s c h e r : This is Repre­

sentative M a e  T i s cher and I've got to tnrow 

m y  two cents wo r t h  in here. While you were 

talking, something just ki n d  of flashed on me 

and I'd like to share a ki n d  of correlation, 

a comparison. It has to w i t h  wh e n  my kids 

and I were building our h o mestead in the 

Susitna V a l l e y  area and w e  were planning on 

building x n u m b e r  of square feet and so forth 

and so on and buying; our logs instead of 

pealing them ourselves. O ne of the things 

that was told me, beicause neither I or my 

children ever really built a whole house by 

ourselves, w h i c h  we ended up doing. What 

happened was the fellow that was telling me 

this gave m e  good advice, he said,"you know, 

the actual structure won't cost you that much 

but", he said "you nan nickel and dime 

yourself right down into debt if you don't 

look out w h e n  you start on the interior of 

your home". And I compare that with what I 

see as a freshman here in the legislature in 

looking back in the previous budgets where 

the State has really nickeled and dimed 

themselves to death and placed themselves in 

a real funny position where they have funded 

little bits and pieces here and there and 

never really come up with anything really 

constructive as far as a viable long-range 

plan for development of the State. Instead, 

it kind of chips away the bul k  of tne money 

and pretty soon you're down to not enough to 

fund something that is really very important 

for our development and our progress to 

prepare for the m a s sive amount of things the 

State can do for ourselves, in otner words, 

if we build a road as Representative Larson 

says, there's going to be some productivity 

coming out of it, its not just for traffic 

running back and forth for recreation, 

there's resources to be developed, there's 

lands to be claimed and there are new 

horizons out there. This is the only State



m i -w r

in the union, yet, that offers that sort of 

opportunity a nd its a terrible, terrible 

problem in trying to convi n c e  people that 

once you put som e t h i n g  out there that will 

give us a c o r r i d o r  to advance y o c r  economic 
base and b r o a d e n  our economic base v i 1! 

back a saddle in square one again like w e  

were six to eight years ago. And this I see 

as probably the be s t  thing that wi l l  happen 

out of the K n i k  A r m  Crossing outside of 

saving the A n c h o r a g e  area f r o m  pol l u t i o n  and 

such things as that, dimi n i s h  our crime rate 

and all the things that go w i t h  overcrowding. 

Thank you.

N u m b e r  550 Ken W a r d w e l l : Yes, thank y o u  ver y  much.

N u m b e r  557 Alfred M a n g u s : M y  name is Alfred Mangus and

I live at 4805 Mills Drive. I ’ve lived in 

Anchorage si n c e  1962. I ’m  an unemployed 

civil engineer. I'm in favor of the project, 

certain it w i l l  h a v e  a great impact on the 

community, s u c h  as m a n y  famous bridges have. 

Brooklyn b ridge wil l  be 100 years old here in 

another month, the G o l d e n  Gate Bridge and the 

Oakland Bay B r i d g e  w e r e  both built during the 

great American depression. Th e y  i e  both 

toll bridges. T he G o l d e n  Gat e  Bridge has 

been paid off by the Tol l  Bridge Authority.

I feel that if the State doesn't have the 

capital to d i r e c t l y  fund the bridge the Toll 

Bridge Aut h o r i t y  o p t i o n  should be looked at. 

It would be a means of funding the bridge, I 

think, and g i v i n g  them a possibility of 

raising c a p ital from outside sources. I 

think that the bridge will come about 

eventually, I hope that it w i l l  have a 

positive impact on the community and I'd just 

like to say ag a i n  that I'm in favor of it.

N u m b e r  578 R e (resentative W a r d ; Well, Alfred, thank you

vet> much for your testimony. This is your 

Representative J e r r y  Ward and its sure a 

pleasure to h e a r  from you. We do have the 

means to finance it and have it on the form 

of usery, w h e t h e r  it be people that own coal, 

gravel, land, gas or w a t e r  or else the people 

that actually drive across it, we do ha v e  the 

opportunity to finance the bridge at this 

time and that's the w a y  we are proceeding and 

we certainly appreciate your comments. 

Something that I'd like to make note of right 

now for any of you in the roo m  and I sure 

want the next p erson to testify, but if you



could possibly, there's a phone number that's 

w i t h  the person that's the m o n itor there at 

the thing at your end of 5' and there's a 

system called public opinion messages.

You'll be able to get that phone number and 

just pick up your telephone, call that phone 

number and give it to all legislators and 

state your opinions and this will move more 

mountains, I've seen it h a p p e n  on three 

different issues down here and if 100 of 

theje public opinion messages come in then 

the project goes. So I ho p e  everybody in -he 

room understands clearly what I'm saying.

This is the w a y  the public speaks, there is 

no charge to you, it is picked by the State, 

it is a telegram that is paid for through 

your vv.ax dollars, although we don't p^y taxes 

right now unless we're a corporation, at its 

paid for by the State, and it is a public 

opinion message up to 50 words and I would 

encourage everybody there to please send 

those to all the Representatives and Senators 

so that. we can compile those into the public 

input and I'll take the next speaker at this 

time and then I'll look around for the phone 

number in case it j-n't there.

Nu m b e r  608: Jack S p a k e : M y  name is Jack S p a’.e and I feel

sure that "'11 you people down there on this 

board know me quite well. I started out 

w orking on this K n i k  study whe n  I was a young 

m an and I've reached the age, soon to be 73 

this April and I see that we're not very much 

farther away f n m  the first stage that we had 

initiated in 1972. This was quite a 

comprehensive study and I was also w orked on 

the Chamber of Commerce Highways Board 

getting the $5 m i l lion to continue this 

study. I think that the study of '72 would 

just merely h a v e  to be updated a little bit 

and I feci that we studied this thing to 

death. We nave had all kinds of proposals. 

This first study we had gave you a location, 

gave you a design that was practical but 

needs updating a little bit but it just don't 

seem to be going forward like it should. I 

think we should make every effort to get the 

Knik Crossing going, if w e  don't it going to 

price us right out of the ball park. Had an 

estimate of $125 m i l l i o n  in '72, I think 

this wholely approaching estimate and the 

estimate of time given by this consultant 

thats being employed now, talking v™ gle  

about 1990-1992 before the thing could even



be under construction. Y o u  take the 

inflation rate at the present rate it is, 

maybe 10% you're tcilking about a billion 

dollars or mor e  for the time of '88, '89 and 
'90, I think its going to price us right out 

of the ball par k  i:: w e  don't get on the ball 

and get this thing going. I think that it 

could be done by this bridge commission 

you're talking about and I think it could 

expedite the p r o ject as m u c h  as 3 or 4 year?; 

if the proper p e ople w e r e  put on it. And 

another thing I think is that your 

legislators there hav e  should assist the 

Mat-Su Borough, Mr. L a r s o n  e s p e cially has 

been a strong advo c a t e  of this project for 

many years getting the $7 or 8 r ^ l l i o n  ho 

needs to complete the road out to Point 

McKensie, maybe thin wil l  stir a little more 

action on. But this is s o mething it seems to 

me I spend all m y  7 or 8 years w h e n  I was 

D ivision Engineer for the Department of 

Highways from '70 to '77 on this project and 

I just got m y s e l f  so interested again I come 

out of the woods and I'm back w o r k i n g  on it 

again and I just feel that every effort 

should be made by you legislators. Most of 

the legislators, esp e c i a l l y  the n e w  ones, on 

their campaigns promises said mor e  roads,

Knik Crossing, S u s i t n a  D a m  and so forth 

through the legislature I haven't seen 

anything in the papers or anything w h e r e  any 

effort has made to gut some supplemental 

funding for these projects and I think that 

it would behoove you and the rest of your 

legislators to get something going. I feel 

that you may ha v e  a c o uple of questions, I'll 

stop now because w h e n  I get started on h i g h­

ways, its pretty hard to shut me up.

N umber 642 Representative L a r s o n : Yes, this is R e p r e­

sentative Larson and I'd like to thank you 

for your kind words but I'd also like to give 

due where due is given, R epresentative Ward 

has been very, ver y  active on this and is 

doing a very fine job.

Nu m b e r  645 Representative T i s c h e r : Amen to that and

amen to your comments. This is Mae T i s cher 

speaking. I can't tell you how much I enjoyed 

listening to what you said about your 

involvement in the studying of S u s itna or the 

Knik Arm Crossing. I remember when I first 

."nme up to A l a s k a  23 years ago, that's one of 

the first things I heard talk about and that



was 23 years ago and I agree wi t h  yo'i that it 

has been studied to death and I believe that 

right now we've got stacks and stacks of 

actually parked right in front of us here and 

I agree that its time to move forward. One 

of the things I think that I recognize at 

least this year wh i c h  is different from the 

last, oh say, 8 years is that we have a new 

administration and a Governor who is for 

development and is for this project, its one 

of his priorities at least to see to it that 

it is looked into to the point w h e r e  it can 

be done or not done. I think he is taking 

steps to do that and I think he is right and 

I think the legislature as a w h o l e  especially 

on the House side with 27 sponsors of HB 294 

and accompanying bill gives you an indication 

of how much support it really does have.

When people down here put their name on a 

bill as a sponsor they're committed to that 

project or to that bill, provided the doggone 

bill doesn't get changed to a divert or the 

intent of the legislation remains the same. 

But anyway, I see this, I'm very excited 

about the probability of this being 

accomplished withi a ver y  short neriod of 

time. The fact that the State has had money 

in the past 4 years should have made this 

thing go a long time ago, and we've got a 

group cf n ew legislators this year that 

really aren't afraid to step forward and take 

a stand on something like this and I cor one 

dxd campaign on the Knik A r m  Crossing and the 

Susitna Dam and roads and so forth and as far 

as I can see, things are moving along as well 

as can be expected at this point in time and 

I think that by the end of the session you'll 

see some real good action.

Number 673 Jack S p a k e : We are going through a new era

where people are somewhat in favor of highway 

construction and projects of this size, where 

back in the 7 0 's the favorite expression that 

they were given me at all the public hearings 

that I participated in were quite a few from 

the first one where we had a 1,000 people and 

996 of them were against anything that we 

were proposing back in the 7 0 's. I think 

this attitude is changing now toward these 

types of projects. I think everybody that 

I've talked to and I think that they are all 

in favor of this project and I think it would 

do a great benefit to the Beluga expansion, 

the coal, the lumber everything over there



and also get some of this traffic congestion 

out of Anchorage. It won't be too long 

before you're going to be walking on top of 

cars to and from w o r k  instead of driving 

them. Its just getting to be ridiculous, 

we're not doing any advance planning for 

large construction projects in Anchorage. 

We're all still w o r king on a program that was 

conceived back from the (undes.) back in '74, 

'75 and '76 and they're just merely 

increasing their present widening the streets 

and things like this, some interchanges but 

w e ' v e  got to come up wi t h  some large plans of 

highways above and highways below or we're 

certainly going to be in a position where we 

are going to have to eliminate a few 

automobiles. I hav e  noticed since 1974 and 

75 we had 94% one car occupancy and we still 

got 94 and maybe 95% one car occupancies and 

the administration of the city and the state 

have both tried to get more than one person 

in a car, and I don't k n o w  just what to do. 

Buses are not going to be the complete 

answer, we're going to have a system, a 

monorail, maybe go back to electric cars, 

something that people really call me a 

dreamer, but you're going dream up something 

for Anchorage, you've got to help us.. Thank 

you very much for listening to me, you'll 

probably here more from me n ow that I'm back 

in the saddle again.

Number 695 Representative L a r s o n : You're going to have

to listen to one of the things that I've been 

advocating as a p ossibility for years, but 

before I mention that, I do want to mention 

one more positive step here, and maybe it 

sounds strange coming from a member of the 

minority, but I think a positive step here 

is that the bills that are before us are 

sponsored by majority, excuse me, the Speaker 

of the House, Joe Hayes and its also 

supported, of course, on the Senate side by 

the President Jay Kerttula, so it does lead 

me to think that everyones serious down here 

about these bills this year. But I'll tell 

you about the m o n orai some other time.

Number 704 Representative W a r d : Thank you very much,

this :ls Representative Jerry Ward and for 

that phone number for you that were waiting 

there with the pencils in hand, Its 278-3668 

and all you need to do is call that number 

and you can send a 50 word telegram to all



legislators to legislative affairs and that's 

at no cost to yourself, that is picked up by 

the State and they are very, very influencial 

to the decision process down here. Its 

278-3668 and we would be glad to take the 

next person that would like to testify at 

this time.

Number 711 P am S c h l e g e l : Hi, m y  name is Pam Schlegel

and I (undes.) believe in that. I think 

that A l a s k a  been caught in a time where we 

believed in a b o o m  and bust. We had a boom 

economy and then we bust and everybody 

(undes.) I believe I'm one of the first or 

about the second generation Alaskans other 

than the traditional A l a s k a  native and I 

believe that there is a strong pull in this 

country, A laska that we all are starting to 

settle, we're going to stay here, boom or 

bust, we're going to live here and I believe 

that the Crossing is a good thing, I think 

Alaska, A n chorage is a perfect example of 

bo o m  and bust, it has been built, its design 

of the city is traditionally not well planned 

and we're constantly n o w  having to redo 

things because w e ' r e  outgrowing the area. I 

think the bridge is a wonderful idea to open 

up an area that is fresh and n ew and that we 

could maybe better plan for a good living for 

our families and have land to live on and 

that and af well as the economical basises 

for Indus cry and growth. The only real true 

point I want to state is that I believe that 

the future you are going to see is that 

people are going to stick around and that 

they are going to believe in Alaska and 

possibly be more active politically and 

whatever in the growth of our state versus 

well just staying at home and you've got your 

cabin and as long as somebody doesn't intrude 

your land it doesn't bother you. As far as 

the crossing goes, I really hate to see that 

we've had 10 years to study and thats it.

And we keep studying, and we keep studying 

and we keep studying and thats all that it 

goes to and I just think like its been 

pointed out that the cost keeps getting 

larger and all w e  do is study h o w  much its 

going to cost one more time and I'd sure like 

to see something more positive go toward this 

move. And I hope that what I've been reading 

in the paper, that its not going to be funded 

is not true.



N u mber 764 Nei l  P h e l p s - M u n s o n : ThanV.s Pam, this is

Neil. We're glad you're in Alaska to stay.

As you he a r d  Ja c k  Spake say a few minutes ago 

we do see m  to be coming into an era whe n  

development of the kind we ' r e  talking about 

tonight is gathering mor e  favor that it might 

have in the previous decade, that people are 

realizing that w e  can do things like this 

without destroying the entire countryside, 

and that w e  do need them badly. What we need 

right now, of course is a lot of public 

support from people like yourself among 

friends and neighbors to get things like this 

going because the people down here are 

required to vot e  for it and pony up the money 

for it we'll do what their constituency's 

tell them they want and w e  k n o w  its possible 

but requires the public support to do it and 

I think any m ember of the legislature would 

agree wit h  that opinion.

N u m b e r  780 Pam S c h l e g e l : I concur too. T h a n k  you.

N umber 784 Representative W a r d : Yes, if we could have

the next speaker at this time. And Pam, 

thank you ve r y  much and also letters to the 

editor wo u l d  help quite a bit to both 

n e w s p a p e r s .

N u m b e r  791 Scott S v e n d s e n : My name is Scott Svendsen

and I was born and raised in Anchorage. I'm 

34 years old now, Jerry I k n o w  you kn o w  me 

down there. As I look around the people in 

this room, I notice that man y  people here are 

qt’ite a bit older than I am, I'm 34 at the 

rresent time and I would venture to guess 

that m a n y  of the people sitting here who are 

older than I am have attended ma n y  such 

meeting as this and I would imagine that they 

have quite a few meetings left in them, but 

what I want to k n o w  is h o w  man y  more meetings 

are w e  going to have to have before we can 

really get the ball roll:! lg? Like I say, 

m an y  people have attende. a lot of meetings, 

but I'd really like to st.e something kappen 

besides just the consultant studies that have 

been done. You know, I think that the Knik 

A rm Crossing is an expensive project, it has 

always been an expensive project and it will 

continue to be an expensive project but the 

way that the real estate is developing in 

Anchorage is that there really is a dwindling 

amount of land available and it seems to me 

only logical that we m a y  have some up front



expense in getting that bridge across but for 

the welfare and the benefit of Alaska 

residents as w e l l  as Anc h o r a g e  and Mat-Su 

area residents that this w o u l d  be a good 

thing to do. I'm hoping that this is not 

just another bunch of lip service, that there 

will be an attempt a serious stride forward 

and I certainly would lend a hand on a 

volunteer basis to help this thing become 

m or e  of a reality. I also hav e  to state at 

this time that I am not a land owner in the 

Point McKe n s i e  area or anywhere need abouts, 

but I just feel so strongly that w e  ne e d  to 

go in this d i rection that I'm speaking to you 

today because of thut. Jerry, goll d a r n  it, 

lets get to work.

N u m b e r  840 Representative W a r d : Well Scott, I sure

thank you v e r y  muc h  for the other people 

there, they might as w e l l  k n o w  m y  age too, 

its 34. I was born in A nchorage and grew ip 

with Scott Svendsen and its bee n  about 20 

years since I've seen you. I guess our 

thoughts are running along the same ways from 

w hen you used to play down at the trestle and 

look across there and w o n d e r  whe n  they were 

going to build that bridge. Now we're both 

34 years old and I'm down here doing 

everything I can to get it built and so is 

the Speaker of the House and the other 

members that are here, the freshmen members 

and the other ones and we are going to get it 

built. We are here to do a job, w e  want it 

built we can only do it wit h  public support 

and the v o lunteer wor k  that you mentioned 

Scott, its good to hear your voice again and 

like I say the phone number is 278-3668 and I 

don't kn o w  other to emphasize that, I've seen 

it w o r k  on Student Loans, I saw it wo r k  on 

D isplaced Homemakers, I've seen it w o r k  on 

almost everything and I'm asking anybody that 

wants that bridge built to get on, get off, 

get on the stick and send those things down 

here, I almost said something wrong there 

didn't I? Its all public opinion at this 

point. We need your public opinion in the 

form of some tangible pieces of paper through 

telegram system that the State has and we 

will build it. I hate to be, no I don't hate 

to be optimistic, but I look at this 

program and I turn key operation and we can 

not remove it from the Department of 

Transportation but ma y b e  let them watch over 

it with a careful eye. I foresee that from



today 3 years from today, I think that we 

could be driving across there, I really do 

believe that.

Number 875

N umber 881

Number 885

Number 888

R epresentative L a r s o n : Yes, Scott as long as

we are all confessing our age, I might just, 

this is R e p r e s entative Larson, I might just 

as well tell you that I'm 29. I ’ve been 

stuck on that number for 19 years now.

Scott S v e n d s o n t Thats too m a n y  m o r e  meetings 

to go on this. Anyway, Jerry thank you ver y  

m u c h  and the rest of y ou down, there thanks 

ver y  much and I appreciate your efforts as 

w e l l  as everyones there.

Representative L a r s o n : Scott, in relation to

the number of meetings that we are going to 

have to attend, I guess my answer wil l  be, 

we'll attend as m a n y  as it takes to gat the 

job done soon.

Scott S v e n d s o n : Okay, great I appreciate

that, thanks. I'll be there too.

N umber 889

Number 900

Number 904

Neil P h e l p s - M u n s o n : Scott, this is Neil.

I'm not going to tell you guys how old I am 

but I was b o m  in N e w  Yo r k  and I've been in 

Alaska darn near as long as you have.

Further on Jerry's remarks, public pressure 

and opinion can get things done. Y o u ’ll 

recall three years ago you wer e  paying 

personal income taxes to the State and today 

you're not, -aid it was strictly, believe me, 

the public outcry that brought that about. 

There was resistance in the legislature and 

the administration to the repeal of the 

personal Income tax, but it got done and it 

was people like you that: got it done.

Representative W a r d : Yes, if we could have

the next speaker now.

Ron W i n d e l e r : Ron Windeler again, we don't

seem to have a n y body else ready to speak at 

this time and while I was sitting there 

listening I was doing a little thinking and 

developing on the idea that I proposed to 

help finance this project. My new thought is 

that if it becomes very difficult or 

impossible to get the legislature to 

appropriate $50 million at this time perhaps 

because our projections for income m a y  slide 

even further and people may get desperate and



Number 922

Number 937 

Number 940

N u mber 945

decide that they can't afford this project, 

would it be possible instead to have the 

state cede to this bridge authority title to 

a substantial section of the state land over 

there and allow the bridge authority to sell 

the land as they see fit to raise the money 

to pay for the bridge.

Representative Jerry W a r d : I have w r i tten

that right next to you r  first proposal. I 

think that it is entirely possible, I don't 

see w h y  not. The State, the people own the 

land anyway, its already theirs. I might as 

well make one thing clear, along with House 

Bill 295 and 294, there is a letter of intent 

that is a c c ompanying it at this time and it 

does appropriate $25 million from FY '83 and 

the additional $25 m i l l i o n  in FY '84. Which 

would mean $25 m i l l i o n  this year and $25 

million the following year. This has been 

proposed by the people that are in the 

bonding business that would be enough to get 

the program off the ground and to start the 

rolling, generating?! of the revenue bonds to 

make it work. But your proposal does sound 

very interesting and all of these proposals 

are going to get consideration as this bill 

passes through the committees.

Ron W i n d e l e r : Th a n k  you.

Representative W a r d ; Is there anybody else 

that would like to testify there.

Dave R i n g : I'm always good at afterthoughts.

I don't think I covered this before and thats 

a m a t t e r  of establishing priority on State 

spending. I'm pretty well aware and I'm sure 

everybody else is that we've got about 100 

projects for every dollar laying around. I 

think it comes down to mentioning a few 

projects where I would willing put this 

project first. For one, I'd like to see this 

project undertaken and completed becore we 

spend $5 billion on a hydro project anywhere 

or Susitna. I would ratiier see this job 

undertaken and funded and built before I see 

the people of the State of Alaska take over 

an already operating railroad, and I don't 

really think that the State has demonstrated 

the ability to operate that muc h  better than 

the people that are there. That would dry up 

a billion dollars worth of state money to buy 

the railroad. The third idea, I've heard a



couple of our former Governors kick around 

the idea of spending $25 billion to build a 

gas line to somewhere. There is some merit 

in building a gas line all right, I don't 

deny that at all but I think for the State of 

Alaska to involve any m o n e y  in that thing I'd 

vote for that just right after a Knik A r m  

Bridge. I don't think I'd want to put that 

project first. I wouldn't recommend that you 

put it first either. I think there's a good 

many projects throughout the state that while 

they do have some merit, they do hrve some 

worth, and they'll have a long term benefit I 

don't think there's any of them that's going 

to exceed this project. I would willing put 

education in this state ahead of the Knik A rm 

Bridge. I would w i l l i n g  see our schools and 

our colleges come first. I would willing see 

the health and w e l f a r e  measures come, first.

I would like to see construction of a Knik 

Arm Bridge come right behind them. I 

w ouldn't want to see any major projects in 

the state come ahead of the Knik A rm Bridge, 

if they did, I'd sure want to look at it 

quite a while to see if it really had the 

merit to give a dollar per dollar return that 

a Knik Arm Bridge might possess. Thank you.

Number 987 Representative T i s c h e r : This is R e­

presentative Mae Tischer and I'd like to add 

to your comments by saying that its abhorable 

that the state of Alaska with just a little 

under 420,000 peoplr have to spend $1.7 

billion just to operate state gove.nment. 

That's the first thing I think that surprised 

the h e c k  right out of me. That's 

appro? imately, with state employees running 

comething like 15,000 in total and right now 

nobody's been able to give us an exact figure 

of what number the state has in employees, 

thats about 1 employee for every 23 people in 

this state. Thats almost like a classroom 

teacher ratio. And to me, w e ' r e  spending a 

lot of money on bureaucracy where we should 

be taking it and doing something like the 

Knik A r m  Crossing. I believe that that 

should be looked at too„

Number 001 Dave R i n g : Thanks a whole lot.

Number 005 Representative L a r s o n : If I may, maybe I

just found the $50 million for us. I agree

with Representative Tischer that uhe 

population of the State of A laska is



somewhere in the neighborhood of 415 to 

420,000. Yet we're paying out 471,000 

dividend checks that means $51 m i l lion in 

fraud. There we go.

N umber 012 R epresentative W a r d : Yes, Dave, I'd like to

add this to you since you did bring up two 

things that I basically hold in high esteem 

because I think that they are worthwhile 

projects although I haven't had the 

opportunity to have that legislation in front 

of me and that is the Susitna and also the 

railroad, and wh e n  I look at those I also 

want the Knik A rm Crossing. As I look at the 

bill on the Knik A r m  Crossing if it does not 

stand on its merits, m e a ning that it wi l l  not 

pay for itself, I will not vote for it, I 

wi l l  not allow it to pass. I'll do everything 

I can to stop it. I intend to do the same 

thing on Susitna Dan, I intend to do the same 

thing on the A l a s k a  Railroad, and I think 

that is the general error of the peoples 

thinking down here and I'm sure that this has 

not always been the case. But the people 

that are in this room and the sponsors of

this bill I would say at least have this

fundamental basis philosophy and that is if 

the project is w o r t hwhile and it wil l  stand 

on its own merit, then we are going to 

support. If it isn't then we are going to 

call it what it is, an idea that its time has 

not and will come. But I intend to look at 

all of those things, the railroad, the 

Susitna and the Knik with that in min d  and I 

do believe that the Knik Arm Crossing 

absolutely stands upon its own merits and it 

will pay for itself and it will be one of the 

generating, inc^r.a producers for the city of 

Anchorage anJ for the State o t A laska much,

much longer after I'm gone. I hope that the

Alaska Railroad and Susitna Dam will also fit 

into that category although I do not have the 

proper numbers for it at this time.

Number 043 Dave R i n g : I appreciate your comments. I

think I could be more enthusiastic about a 

Susitna hydro development if it we r e  scaled 

down, if it were say a billion dollar project 

I would probably be more enthusiastic about 

It. I look at a billion dollar project as 

needing to return about $100 million a year 

in benefits. I look at a $5 million project 

as needing to return $500 million a year in 

benefits. So far, from what I can see it



doesn't mak e  that promise. On the other hand 

the Kn i k  A r m  B ridge promises to return 4 

times its cost in a 30 year period from about 

4 different ways and if I messed up somewhere 

along the line there, excuse me for l e t ting a 

little of my e n t h usiasm get in there. But I 

appreciate what you're doing and I appreciate 

the o p p o r tunity for everybody to have a w h a c k  

at this. Theres quite a few people in the 

crowd that don't w a n t  to speak and I don't 

want to take mo r e  time h oping that somebody 

else has shown up that will. Thank y ou again 

for the opportunity and I hope that w e  c an do 

this again in the future sometime and m a y b e  

involve a few more of the legislators at the 

same time. T h a n k  you.

R epresentative W a r d : T h a n k  you very m u c h

Dave, and just for clarification, your 

arithmetic is exactly the same as m i n e  and 

I'm h o ping that those are the numbers that 

I've been given and if those numbers retain 

and the projections retain on Susitna and the 

railroad, then yes they are in jeopardy at 

this time but being one thats an optimistic 

person I always see that the good things have 

a habit of turning out fine. M ay we ha v e  the 

next speaker now.

Walt C o r e y : Yeah, this is Walt Corey here

and I've been A laska around 25-26 years and 

It seems like year after I got here somebody 

was talking about ouilding a dam thing or 

something across the inlet but I wasn't too 

enthused about it then because I didn't kno w  

anything about it. However, the past few 

years last 10 or 12, 13, I have been quite 

enthused about it. I think it should have 

been just like you people said a few minutes 

ago, it should have been built 10 years ago. 

The rate things are going, it doesn't look 

like its going to get built for another 10 

years. I'd like to see it finished in 3 but 

thats well, neither here or there. With the 

pollution, wit h  the crowded conditions, with 

e verything else that" been brought up here 

tonight, T am w o ndering If we have any choice 

but to build that thing as quickly as w e  can 

and thats about all I have to say.

Representative W a r d : We thank you ve r y  much

and everybody in this room is shaking their 

heads, Walt and that is our feeling right now 

that we feel that it must be built for these



r e a s o n s  and each p e r s o n  here has a separate 

r e a s o n  as far as the economics of why its 

j u s t i f i a b l e  and also because of the crime and 

b e c a u s e  of the p o llution that you've 

m e n t i o n e d  and I'm glad that you spoke and y o u  

f i n a l l y  said it. Yes, we must build it and 

w e ' l l  be glad to take the next person at this 

time and w e  hope that people that are 

o b s e r v i n g  would g l adly come forward. We w o r k  

for you. At this time I w i l l  say my sig n  off 

an i t u r n  it over to the other Representatives 

? .  d m y  name is Repr e s e n t a t i v e  Jerry Ward a n d  

m y  s i g n  off will be 278-3668 to send in the 

free public opinion message, 50 words or less 

2 7 8 - 3 6 6 8  or you can w r i t e  letters to the 

e d i t o r s  of the Anc h o r a g e  Times or News and if 

a n y b o d y  wants to get on the 6:00 news and s a y  

that they want to build a bridge, that w o u l d  

be f i n e  too. And we wi l l  do the work on this 

end, we ' r e  w o r king for you and we're gonna 

get the project done and good night to y u 

and I'l l  turn it over to Representative 

L a r s o n  at this time.

N u m b e r  115 R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Larsor.: Yes, I just want to

thank Representative Ward for the opportunity 

of t aking part in this teleconference tonight 

and I guess if I had any words of wisdom I

w o u l d  say that prob a b l y  one of our problems

at this point is that we've been preaching to 

the Christians, its time w e  go out now and 

m a k e  a few converts.

Number 120 R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T i s c h e r : Th a n k  you Ron, thats

an exce l l e n t  idea and that just spurred a 

l i t t l e  spark in m y  head also. Mae Tischer 

speaking, you know one of the things that I 

l e a r n e d  over a good n umber of years when I 

w o r k e d  for the Musc u l a r  Distrophy A s s o c i a t i o n  

was that enthusiasm breeds enthusiasm and one 

of the ways to do that is that you kind of 

c a r r y  the flag and then I learned that w h i l e  

c a m p a i g n i n g  in this last election myself that 

v i s i b i l i t y  has a great deal to do with the 

s u c c e s s  of a job to get done and the 

v i s i b i l i t y  can be done in ma n y  ways, in 

c a m p a i g n  you put yard signs up and bumper 

s t i c k e r s  out and put flyers out and so forth, 

some people parade up and down the street, 

some p e ople have rally's and some people 

demonstrations. Well I've seen 

demo n s t r a t i o n s  down he r e  on the capital steps 

for v a r i o u s  and sundry causes and they're 

v e r y  effective. I've seen demonstrations



d o w n  at City Hall in Anchorage, I ’ve seen 

the m  o n  the federal building steps, I've s e e n  

car r a l l y ' s  with signs all over them r u n n i n g  

up a n d  down the street, up and down the 

h i g h w a y  and so forth and I'm so terribly 

e n t h u s i a s t i c  about the support that so far 

w e ' v e  heard and w e  haven't heard any 

n e g a t i v e n e s s  coming out and of course, as R o n  

has s a i d  y o u  know there are some converts out 

there that need some attention. The group 

that w e  are speaking to tonight and those 

that f o r  this project and wi l l  favor it h a v e  

n o w  t h e  opportunity w i t h  the enthusiasm that 

w e  h a v e  dow n  here in the legislature, o u t s i d e  

e s p e c i a l l y  the support from the communities 

is a vital, vital portion of getting this job 

done and any means by w h i c h  you can foster 

this project, by means of demonstrations, by 

the tel e p h o n e  calls and the letters and the 

p u b l i c  opinion messages and ^he bumper 

s t i c k e r s  and whate v e r  else y o u  can think to 

r a l l y  around the flag if you will, I 

e n c o u r a g e  you to do that. It may sound 

r a t h e r  light if you will but it has a 

tr e m e n d o u s  impact and it certainly does get 

in t h e  news and the news has a way of 

spreading, it has a w a y  of influencing 

people. The more they hear about it the m o r e  

they think and the more encouraged we w i l l  be 

than to feel that going ahead is the 

p o s i t i v e n e s s  and the feeling of and 

c o n c u r r e n c e  with the constituents that we 

represent. So wit h  that I would like ver y  

m u c h  to thank all of you for coming out 

t o n i g h t  and to Jerry for getting this 

t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  together and as Ron said 

e arlier, as man y  meetings and as many things 

that w e  need to do we wil l  be there to do it. 

T h a n k  you and good night.

N umber 163 N e i l  P h e l p s - M u n s o n : And finally, this is

N e i l  one m o r e  time for Speaker Joe Hayes and 

he a s k e d  me this evening to give each of y o u  

l i s t e n i n g  his word that he is certainly four 

s q u a r e  behind the project and has been for 

some years and as I mentioned earlier was 

i n s t r u m e n t a l  in the most recent increment of 

m o n e y  to be put forward for the project. I 

also k n o w  that he ve r y  clearly recognizes the 

v a l u e  as the three members here have said, 

all p u b l i c  demonstrations behalf of s o mething 

like this whether it be an actual 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n  in terms of marching on the 

l e g i s l a t i v e  information offic i or as Mae,



j e r r y  and Mr. 1.ar s o n have said, letters to 

the e ditor «md practically any way you think 

of to attract public attention to the project 

in Juneau, there's no reason it can't be 

done, there's no reason the legislature 

ca n n o t  be encouraged to go for it this year 

and as I said the Speaker is certainly four 

sq u a r e  behind it. A f t e r  all he is prime 

sp o n s o r  of the two bills before us right now. 

Again, on his behalf, thanks a lot for 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  tonight, w e  hope you will 

c o n t i n u e  to participate until you can drive 

across that cotton-pickin bridge.
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Dave Ring, president o f the Knik Boosters Club, maneuvers hts skiff between Point Mackenzie and Anchorage.

B r i d Q R  t O  f u t u r e  Knik Arm crossing now being touted 
“  as way to ease population pressure

By TOM KIZZIA
Daily News reporter 
First In a series
T he enduring d r e a m  of a bridge across K n i k  A r m  has 

been revived this year with neVv advocates in Juneau, 
a n e w  economic ferisibility study, and a whole n e w  
rationale.

N o  longer touted as a shortcut to Wasilla and Fairbanks, 
the Kn i k  A r m  crossing is n o w  being sold as a w a y  for 
Anchorage to expand into new, undeveloped territory. State 
planners envision a suburban city at Point MacKenzie of 
17,000 people —  the largest in the Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough —  within 11 years of completion of a crossing from 
Anchorage.

A R M  C R O S S I N G

:rx.<: '•vA.'j

of t h o  knik a r m  crossing

See Back Page, KNIK ARM
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Continued from Page A-1
“If it isn’t buiP w e ’re going to w i n d  up 

stacked on top of each other under 10 stories 
of steel and concrete,” says Rep. Jerry W a r d  
of Anchorage, the crossing’s most outspoken 
promoter in the legislature. “W e  can’t go 
through the mountains so let’s go across a 
little water . . . Y/hy d o n’t w e  let people go 
across the w a y  and live like Alaskans?”

Schemes fo: crossing K n i k  A r m  have 
been alternately promoted and hooted d o w n  
for m o r e  than 30 years. T h e  big obstacle 
always has been the cost of the crossing: 
mo r e  than $500 million for a bridge and 
highw ay approaches, according to a recent 
state study.

Ev e n  s o m e  long-time boosters say past 
disappointment has tempered their opti­
m i s m  during the current revival.

“Overconfidence is one of our biggest 
problems,” say' D a v e  Ring, a Point Mac- 
Kenzie homesteader w h o  is president of the 
Knik Boosters Club. "I’ve been up to bat. 
before and struck out."

Today .'tate officials say the rising cost of 
building lots in the Anchorage bowl is 
shifting the economic equation in favor of 
the crossing. Gov. Bill Sheffield has even 
said he thinks a world-class construction 
c o m p a n y  m a y  be willing to build a $334 
million bridge and pay itself back with $2 
tolls collected from the n e w  commuters.

"The whole focus of this administration 
on this project is to m a k e  it go," says 
Commissioner of Transportation D a n  Casey.

The far-reaching implications of a n e w  
sister city to the north arc only beginning to 
d a w n  on political leaders.

"This would have a major potential 
Impact on Anchorage, but there has been 
surprisingly little dialogue or debate before 
the local government." says Sen. Arlbw 
Slurgulewski, a former m e m b e r  of the 
Anchorage Assembly.

Still, an April 15 state study of a four- 
lane highway bridge gave the project a 
preliminary green light. Says Dav e Haugen, 
deputy commissioner of transportation: "It 
has gotten to bo a question of when, not if." 

□
T he  Knik A r m  Crossing has become a 

legend before its time.
In 1955, a study commissioned by the 

Anchorage C h a m b e r  of C o m m e r c e  stressed 
the military benefits of u bridge or cause­
w a y  north of Anchorage. A  decade later, a 
t r a m w a y  w a s  promoted as part of a short­
lived attempt by the T a n d y  Corp. to build a 
d o m e d  city n a m e d  Seward's Success.

There were studies of a bridge leading to 
n n e w  International Airport in the m u s k e g  
forest to the north, and studies showing a 
causeway generating electricity from the 
Knik A r m  tides.

Engineering visionaries ”.ere d r a w n  
south to Turnagain A r m  w h e n  oil w a s  found 
in Kenai, but the discovery of oil on the 
North Slope turned attention back to Fair­
banks. A  1972 state study touted the K n i k  
A r m  crossing as a 50-mile shortcut to the 
interior.

Politicians never have been persuaded 
that the potential benefits would outweigh 
the costs. But the April 15 state study 
concluded that a crossing would be worth 
five times the estimated $513 million con­
struction cost.

T h e  projected savings in travel time 
under the newest study are surprisingly 
slight. C o m m u t e r s  driving from Wasilla to 
Anchorage would have a longer drive across 
the K n i k  A r m  bridge route studied by the 
state than dowv the Glenn Highway, and 
the bridge would shave only 20 minutes off 
a seven-hour drive to Fairbanks.

T h e  big benefit of a K ni k  A r m  crossing, 
the state study said, would be a develop­
m e n t  b o o m  north of Point MacKenzie,

where roughly one-third of the land is 
o w n e d  b y  the state, one-third b y  the Mat-Su 
Borough, and one-third b y  homesteaders, 
speculators, and Native corporations.

Benefits would accrue largely to private 
landholders and vehicle owners, according 
to the study, which w a s  prepared b y  E M P S -  
Sverdrup. “That is w h y  the toll bridge 
concept has such merit," says Haugen. “W e  
would be applying a tax to the users.”

The long-term benefits included higher 
prices for land at Point MacKenzie —  s o m e  
$399 million, a benefit to private landhold­
ers calculated at $21,000 for every one-acre 
lot.

The study predicted a $1.7 billion savings 
due to shorter trips and reduced vehicle 
wear and tear over the next 45 years if a 
bridge is built. Two-thirds of the bridge’s 
users would be commuters, w h o  would 
otherwise clog city streets, the study con­
tended.

Other suggested benefits are harder to 
quantify. To  Ward, the crossing offers a 
solution to nearly all of Anchorage’s prob- 
lems: high prices, traffic congestion, crim.-', 
water shortages, air pollution. It is, he says, 
an environmental cor :era.

"The reason w e  have high crime rates is 
that people are c r a m m e d  together," W a r d  
says. "The only w a y  w e  can fix this is with 
~ome kind of escape valve."

Put simply, the need is for m o r e  builda- 
ble land, W a r d  says. Even opening military 
land to settlement would only be a t empo­
rary solution, he says.

The limitless horizon of the Susitna Val­
ley would be another matter, W a r d  says: 
"This could cure the problem forever.”

□
Engineers n o w  studying the proposal for 

the state say technical problems posed by
t i d e s ,  ice ,  w i n d s ,  e n d  o n r th q u r» k « »  c a n  b *
overcome, but other considerations and po­
litical objections remain:

• The Sheffield administration says the 
project is going to have to prove itself 
economically by attracting a private build­
er. M a n y  legislators also are withholding 
commitment. "There’s a lot of interest in 
the Senate, especially if it might be self- 
supporting," Sturgulewskl says. "But the 
backup data to sh o w  that _ it could be 
economically viable aren't available yet."

• The notion that the Anchorage bowl hus 
run out of -and is "not entirely true," says 
Bruce Phelps, municipal physical planning 
manager. The bowl still hns close to 21,000 
acres of undeveloped land classified residen­
tial, Phelps says.

The Knik A r m  crossing would m e a n  a 
"re-nllocation of urban growth," not n e w  
growth for the area, the state study pre­
dicts. Shifting growth to the north could 
leave n e w  water and sewer lines in Anchor­
age without customers and "depress the 
land market in the Anchorage bowl," ac­
cording to Phelps.

• The crossing has been described as a 
"consolation prize" to the Mat-Su Borough 
for losing the capital, but politicians in G«e 
valley hav e m i x e d  feelings about the 
project. "There’s a lot of support, but it 
could promote our area to be even mor e of a 
bedroom community, and the assembly isn’t 
so sure that’s a good idea," says Borough 
M a y o r  Edn a Anderson.

The borough already is close to its b o n d­
ing limit for building n e w  schools, and 
suburbs don't pay for schools the w a y  
industry can, Anderson says. For that rea­
son, the borough is "very unlikely” to 
dispose of its extensive landholdings around 
Point MacKenzie, preferring to hold t hem as 
a lure to industry, Anderson says.

• Municipal officials in Anchorage are 
concerned that m o n e y  for the bridge would 
be d ra wn  f.-om funding for other, m o r e  
immediate road needs, “Wo u l d  it m e a n  w e

W i l l o w

N ae.y  Lake 
Recreation Area H o u s t o n

J Goose BaiTl 
State Game Refuge

Susitna Flats 
State Game Refuge

Mnp: Dully Now* nrl doporlmont

Map shows proposed location o f Knik Arm crossing and road that Joins the F*arks 
Highway just north o f Houston.

plan for the Willow-Point MacKenzie area 
prepared by the Department of Natural 
Resources. T he  land use plan proposed a 
longer road, which would open m o r e  coun­
try for settlement and m o r e  rivers to road 
access. T he  transportation depa-tment route 
goes across land identified as s w a m p  by the 
natural resources department. But the trans­
portation route is shorter and probably less 
expensive, and as one engineer working on 
the project put it, "The Willow Sub-basin 
plan isn’t a Kni k A r m  crossing plan."

• Environmentalists are paying attention 
to alternative routes, concerned not so m u c h  
with the; n e w  city as with the wild country 

beyond.
• Not every property o w n e r  in the Point 

MacKenzie area looks forward to being 
overrun b y  suburbs. "I built a log cabin on 
the bluff looking back at the city in 1950," 
says Great Lander publisher H erb Rhodes. 
"It’s been a utopia for us in that it's been 
inaccessible. If the Kni k A r m  crossing goes 
that wilderness retreat wo uld  end ... W e  
realize w e ’re there on borrowed time.”

don’t get m o n e y  for the D i m o n d  Boulevard 
expansion?" asks C o m m u n i t y  Affairs Direc­
tor Cathy Allen.

"It’s not going to be a gravy train for our 
borough," Anderson says. "If it’s going to 
come out of our piece of the pie in Juneau, 
w e  might have other priorities instead."

• Right now, the city-in-waiting has no 
zoning. Questions of land use and popula­
tion density should be taken u p  in the 
borough’s comprehensive plan, still a year 
from adoption, Anderson says. But if the 
borough does m u c h  to anticipate the growth 
it m a y  stir a fuss. "The people in this 
borough have practically gone into a riot 
stage if w e  even mention zoning,” Anderson 

says.
• The likeliest route under study cuts 

through Elmendorf Air Fcrce Base, and the 
U.S. Air Force says relocation of antennae 
and other facilities could cost $69 million. In 
addition, it w o uld  run uncomfortably close 
to the east end of the base r u n w a y  and leave 
the base split b y  a fenced-in freeway.

• The  route runs counter to a land use



Continued from Page A-1
nel and built a span across the 
Columbia River Gorge, says 
the combination of technical 
problems can be solved. The 
1972 state study agreed, and 
added: “The world-wide recog­
nition which would accompany 
the construction of this unique 
a n d  m o n u m e n t a l  project 
would certainly be valuable to 
the state of Alaska."

Crossing advocates have in 
the past proposed a dam-cause­
w a y  or a tunnel running 
through a tube suspended from 
above. Today the state is in­
clined toward a bridge, but 
D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  of 
Transportation Dave Haugen 
says no options will be ruled 
out until later this summer.

A  c a u s e w a y  w o u l d  have 
som e intriguing possibilities, 
principally use of the passing 
tide to generate electric power. 
A  $250,000 tidal power study 
in 1980 found tidal generation 
w ou ld  w o r k  despite silting 
problems and would cost no 
m o r e  than p o w e r  currently 
generated by gas, said Acres 
American engineer Jim L a n d­
man.

K n i k  c a u s e w a y  boosters 
also suggested a d a m  might 
help reduce siltation and icing 
in Cook Inlet. However, as 
Allen observes, in such engi­
neering problems "intuition is 
dangerous."

A  1973 A r m y  Corps of Engi­
neers study cautioned that a 
d a m  might increase Susitna 
River silt deposits at the port, 
since they could no longer be 
flushed u p  the arm, Allen 
says. Another concern w a s  
that behind the d a m  Knik 
A r m  might ice over all winter, 
creating a frozen lake that 
could drop winter tempera­
tures in the Matanuska Valley.

State Department of Trans­
portation planners have paid 
most attention to the bridge 
alternative and have come  up 
with a double-decker design 
that would carry two lanes of 
traffic In each direction. A  
railroad track, power lines, oil 
and water pipelines could be 
designed into the structure lat­
er, says C o m m i s s i o n e r  of 
Transportation D a n  Casey.

“I told them to strip a w a y  
all the other nice things that 
came with this crossing to find 
out h o w  m u c h  the simple 
bridge cost,” Casey says. "I 
stopped the environmental i m­
pact statement process and

Aerial photograph shows the route o f the proposed Knik Arm crossing, linking Anchorage with the north shoire o f the ar

told t hem to cost out an e x e m­
plary crossing, People were 
talking about costs from $200 
million to $1.5 billion, and I 
told them if w e  have a billion- 
dollar project here, w e  don’t 
have a project."

The resulting April 15 eco­
nomic feasibility study esti­
mated a bridge and highway 
project would cost $513 mil­
lion. Department of Transpor­
tation consultants detailed a 
route that takes off from Boni­
face Parkway, slips past the 
end of an Elmendorf runway 
(a detail opposed by the mili­
tary; "The Air Force position 
is we'd rather it not go 
through the base,” says Col. 
D o n  R. Conway, vice c o m­
mander of the Alaskan Air 
Co.nmand), crosses the a r m  Vh 
miles north of C a l m  Point, 
and drives into the Susitna 
Valley to the Parks H i g h w a y  
at Houston, passing through a 
s w a m p y  area between Nancy 
Lake and Big Lake.

The state would like to rec­
o m m e n d  a final corridor by 
August, hold hearings, and 
have bid documents ready by 
December 1984, Haugen says.

The bridge could be open for 
traffic in 1989.

If private funding for bridge 
construction could be found, 
the whole project could go 
through without going to the 
legislature for funding, Casey 
says.

S o m e  legislators don’t trust 
the state planners to see the 
project through, and this 
spring the state House passed 
a bill to create an independent 
toll authority that could push 
for the crossing.

"The D O T  planners have, 
had it for 20 years now,” says 
Rep. Jerry Ward, R-Anchorage. 
“I’m  tired of this thing getting 
studied to death."

The toll authority measure 
has been lodged in Senate c o m­
mittee and seems unlikely to 
m o v e  forward in the last day 
of the legislature. Transporta­
tion officials say such a bu­
reaucratic shuffle might actu­
ally delay the project. But the 
pressure in Juneau helped pro­
pel the Sheffield administra­
tion forward.

Rather than build the 
bridge with state-backed reve­
nue bonds, the Sheffield ad­

ministration wants to build 
highway approaches with fed­
eral and state funds and find a 
private compan y willing to de­
sign, finance, build and oper­
ate the $340 million bridge —  
in return for collecting $2 tolls.

Building a toll bridge across 
to virtual!/ uninhabited land 
is likely to appear risky to 
developers. E v e n  the state 
study, which foresaw 29,000 
vehicles a day on the bridge by 
the year 2001, predicted only a 
4 percent to 6 percent return 
on Investment. So state offi­
cials are talking about w ay s  to 
sweeten the deal, including a 
possible income guarantee or, 
borrowing the strategy that 
built the transcontinental rail­
roads, granting free land to the 
developer on the north shore 
of Knik Arm.

Transportation department 
officials say such an opportun­
ity should be particularly at­
tractive to foreign firms, with 
their special financing and bal- 
ance-of-trade considerations. 
Though he declines to n a m e  
them, Casey says several 
world-class construction c o m­
panies have already sh ow n in­

terest. ,
“In Third World ne 

this is done all the time i 
big-tlmers like Bechtel,' 
Haugen. "What w e ’re ti 
about is equivalent to a 
World development schen

Like m a n y  dreams of 
veloped countries, the 
A r m  crossing could sh 
and fade if the real publ 
turns out to be too grea 
some potentially serious 
tions are beginning 
raised by municipal an< 
tary officials.

But to date there ha 
little debate on the pr 
project. T h e  m o m e n t  
with the dreamers ai 
boosters and  the bu  
They m a y  be closer to 
ing their ambition tha 
before, and others have 
take the proposal serioui

" W e  would want tc 
mlze the impact if they 
crossing,” says M a r y  ( 
the Alaska Center for 1 
vironment. "But I guess 
heart of hearts w e  1 
there will never be 
funding to do it.”
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I On the Forest Service
In response to G u y  Martin’s column of M a y  

18, entitled “His efficiency t eam m a y  haunt 
|Regan:"

I agree with his conclusion “ . . .a spirited 
[debate over whether or not it is a good idea to 
sell federal timber at bargain prices to the 
timber idustry wo ul d be useful . . A s  a 
former commissioner of natural resources, 
Martin is undoubtedly a ware of the multiple 
' use goals of the U.S. Forest Service as 
mandated b y  Congress.

Tlje Private Sector Survey on Cost Control 
panel!§ iconclusions, ", . . timber appraisals 
are consistently far below market value ..." 
and “ . 1. the timber companies pay only for 
timber that is actually harvested," m a y  be 
corrfeci;. but m a y  also be misleading. W e  are 
all aware the harvesting of timber in U.S. 
forests.'involves compliance with m a n y  costly 
fede'&J[ regulations which do not apply to 
private lands.

But it is less well k n o w n  that U.S. Natioal 
Forfsts attempt to be responsive to the needs 
of the coirnnunittes w here they are located. A  
portion of ihe' monies received from the sale 
of timber goes toward local education. This is 
a form of subsidy which lessens the tax 
burden of all Americans. It is obvious the sale 
of timber maintains and creates jobs, increas­
ing the tax base and reducing unemployment. 
Whereas

s p a c e  

t o  w r i t e  .
; : . r  . - v

‘Letters Ifrum t h e  people1 iB yo u r  
Ir'space to c o m m e n t  o n  neerly a n y  
topic, subject only to 
considereitions of g o o d  teste e n d  
libel. T h e  shorter the letter, the 
s o o n e r  it c a n  b e  published; but in 
a n y  c a s e  the b e s t  guideline is 2 0 0  
w o r d s  or less. P r o s e  only, please^ 
n o  p o e m s  or verso. All letters 
m u s t  b e  signed. Please include a 
d a y t i m e  p h o n e  n u m b e r  so  w e  c a n  
verify authorship. A d d r e s s  t h e m  
to T h e  Daily N e w s ,  P o u c h  B 6 1 6 ,  
A n c h o r a g e  B 9 5 0 S L

Was capital move vote final?
Gross mismanagement; bureaucratic fiasco; 

blatantly irre

" deployed missiles with multiple warheads on 
the m e r e  promise that the U.S. w o n ’t deploy 
missiles already built?

4) O u r  present so called defensive act of 
building the M X ,  sirniliar to w h e n  w e  had to 
close the “missile gap," is in actuality an 
aggressive forging ahead destined to spur the 
Soviet Union to build m o r e  and better nuclear
weapons.

5) If it were necessary to demonstrate will 
to the Soviet Union, w oul d not the building of 
the Trident and Stealth programs, determina­
tion to deploy Cruise and Pershings, and n o w  
the plan to build a single warh ead  missile be 
enough?

If we, the American people, allow the M X  * 
to be developed, w e  deserve the inevitable 
esuing madness. Never before have the arms 
merchants arguments been flimsier, or the 
Congress m o r e  two-faced, (having just passed 
the nuclear freeze), never have w e  been so 
taken by such apparent double-talk. Let’s, 
before it’s too late, withdraw our invitation to 
nuclear insanity.

—  Denise Woods, director 
Citizens Against Nuclear War



Kocfiih Jolsntf." southeast- potota} ikcwra ol tfta , 
Keriil Peninsula and most of thii North Gulf 
Coaii. Soulboast Alaska and 'iho rest of 
aoutitcentral had moatty cloudy skies tvfth 
acatlered showms.

Gariy afternoon temperatures over the 
area ranged from the low 60s elong coastal 
stations to the low 6C.-\ tn the Copper River 
Basin, upper Cook Intet and the'Susitna 
VaJrry.

VlcasUy doudy skies covered most o( the 
Alaska interior with widely scatteted showers. 
Earty afternoon temperatures ranged from the 
upper 50s to the upper 60s.

Low clouds and fog were otisefved from 
the Kotzebue Sound northward to Point 
Bamow, VteSoflity at Kotzebue Airport was 
restricted to near zero In heavy log all day. 
Temperatures throughout this areas were at 
or near freezing. The reat of the .Arctic Siopo 
also had cloudy skies as tsmperatur-sa 
ranged from ne8r 30 to the mkJ-IIOa.

Southwest mainland, the AJauka Panln8ula 
an«L the Aleutians had mostly cloudy skies 
y*th areas of rain mainly along the Alaska 
Peninsula. Temperatures ranged from the iow 
40» over the. Aleutians to the low 60s In the 
Brlitol Bay area.
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REPRESENTATIVE  JERRY  W ARD  

D ISTRICT 13
MCMBER FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN OF SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
COMMERCE ft ECONOMIC L iVELOPMENT 
CHAIRMAN OP SUBCOMMITTEE ON LABOR 

MEMBER OF SUBCOMMITTEE ON STATE LOANS

MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 19, 1983 

TO: All Legislators

FROM: Representative Jerry Ward

S’JBJ: SB 211, 212 and HB 294, 29$

I enclose copies of petitions supporting passage of the a b o v e  bills and 

urging priority fci the Knik Arm crossing. A total of 45 signatures 

appear.

Enclosures
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Alaska State Legislature
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We who have signed below, do so to indicate our support of HB 294-295 and Senate 
Bill 211 & 212. We also believe that a high priority and early start should be given

tothe KN IK  A R M  B R ID G E
SIGNED:
NAME ADDRESS

-,,   :  m   ..   —  -  -  ■  — ----•

^  , y  ,7 ,1 • 7 7 7 t t ? 7 J y
 3  3 - y P -  ^It"? s

S k v t M J i . - l « . 9 ci m

■ ^CL i & > : m  t i M -  :Ĵ L A i m L  & £  & L  9 t e o *~

jSTL- J. /{,(/,', J  //•?/ C'fci.J. ■ /,.<'*ar 9f.<C
% 0 9  id - O f ’S ’d

< 5 * b H  Z n ' .  i - ' .o T T  M , < p f r c % ^

7 ' \ s 6 < r . ? K t c L JL 2£ -J L IL £ ± l

/ S  S o  - - </M  C A jy l A y  L l\:_  £ s r y \ o .r \ c h -t J / ! £ & ■

 c*'/- 3T//S \ fW .X /S  //'/<  <?’

C3 'L I
. ■■■ *— * ■ y

y ’g - .

C L .

i f —
7? C S f f f  C j  in s* •  ri-CCyf-CL 9?SZ<

/ c , J  <7 /'•-S ' J .C__>-( <r-/w^ -VAL '773 tf;/

iuUm Q d i k r u

/ j
/()ST to". A/7A. /ln'cS\jyfCLC?t’ ffiS cS

— — ;------------------------------------------------- J---------------------------------------------- 1 ---------■ 11 1 "  ■ • *9(j I3  V(jcT/ru Pd. (Xtfth °/y<5Q̂ k_
.̂ k 3 ,2 -/0 C X ^2. -l /A un< , cO t . fxOc< dA. . ffD  3

r  ClV/j A ~

f
l l u s L f , +SPd scjzs- a? C'CcAcnr^r C?X

/
& M . .  Q & f " ' 1̂  f '  ■'■y-~^0O /^ y  /  ^

Tj f  3 c /^ y-  <Zs<T-£ <-<?$-? ^  COt ' / 2 k / 4 ‘ 0X 6^-0 {{-j&' K.  ^  i  c / t 1-  c d r -t-< -(?'& * 2- Of-LCcr^ f̂ o  /

^J i f  7 )y A A a ^ = >  C T Q C a .C .T ’ O- [ L u f ^  9 < ? i 7 n

c y /O ^ /i /i ' M-^c ~/f/Irlx. S  ' a  2  ̂  Cj rCl f cf f / ;̂ .C.? Q l l C . __________ ^ 9a __,_________________________________________________ fJ'l-L_____________
J\   ■ fit*) I— ^ C -

y  liC T /? U C  / / Y f .  0 C 1 s U x x .a x ( . .  f i r  -jJltvtats  O’ O s a /

V  *> j5 & 0^

■ C 0 )3 ^ ..^  C O k ^ a v a J  M ) t .  C k . ^ A A - X , . C .  ■ V . - ? C l! ^
~r 7 }  ■/ 7777 T J  /  .  i t  , .  , a  /  I  7<? 7/̂ -•- f ' z c t i f i ' d  /<£ u . , ______________________________cy / ^ /  J~fj I ' j L c .w  C t i u , / d  t

7 i , . ' ^ \ k . r r f ,  /0 < r X C T 7 S y / & 0 . T v ' T - _____

- t ' - ' / Q . .  . . j  7  r ^ '  r  j  / t x / /  /  < ?  y  6  L> 4 . .  / f _ C'&aTVc/
./ cj

C K / - /^ t
v - -1'- * v- -r N ^______ (. f ■ r\ — “S*r?> 1 V S a  ̂■ v> V ._i V £ S ^ /

"y ./'/'. 'V̂  d  ‘f  /  0 7. 3> d f ~  A a ■ . c: cl / /  ’ ''T'9a;s



U  A L L  M t M b t H S  U r  T n b  A L A S K A  L E Gf f S T C T ,

WE WHO HAVE SIGNED BELOW URGE THAT A PRIORITY BE GIVEN THE

K N I K  A R M  B R I D G E

OVER SUCH PROJECTS AS: 1) PURCHASE OF ALASKA RAILROAD 2] SUSITNA HYDRO PROJECT 
3) ANY STATE FINANCED GAS PIPELINE FROM PRUDHOE BAY TO ANYWHERE. WE MAY SUPPORT THESE 
PROJECTS BUT WE WANT THE KNIK ARM BR3DGE BUILT FIRST.

NAME

2 2 2

Efr- m u C S q - -

ADDRESS
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WE WHO HAVE SIGNED BELOW URGE THAT A PRIORITY BE GIVEN THE

K N I K  A R M  B R I D G E

OVER SUCH PROJECTS AS: 1) PURCHASE OF ALASKA RAILROAD 2) SUSITNA HYDRO PROJECT 
3) ANY STATE FINANCED GAS PIPELINE FROM PRUDHOE BAYTO ANYWHERE. WE MAY SUPPORT THESE 
PROJECTS BUT WE WANT THE KNIK ARM BRIDGE BUILT FIRST.

NAME

. / f o & x g l

\J'Z h  t /

ADDRESS
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H B  1 0 9  c o n t ' d

S E N A T E  C S  F O R  C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  1 0 9  ( H E S S )  w a s  - e a ^  

s e c o n d  C in e .

S e n a t o r  J o s e p h s o n  o f f e r e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Amendment >;<,

Page 3 ,  l i n e s  2 1 - 2 4 :  d e l e t e  " i n d i c t e d  f o r  h e n
answer f o l l o w i n g  a p r e l im i n a r y  h e a r in g  on ,  o r  eC* ** 
b y  c o m p la in t  o r  i n f o rm a t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  a w a ive r o t Ti * *  
d ic tm en t  o r  p r e l im i n a r y  h e a r i n g  f o r  an unclast*i» 
f e l o n y  o f f e n s e "  and i n s e r t  " c o n v i c t e d "  , l *<

Page 3 ,  l i n e  2 4 :  d e l e t e  " i n d i c tm e n t "  and i n s e r t
v l c t l o n "  eo®*

S e n a t o r  Josephson  moved and a sk ed  unanimous consen t  f o r  tA« 
a d o p t i o n  o f  Amendment No. 1 .  W ith cu t  o b j e c t i o n ,  Aoenda*nt
No . 1 was a d o p te d .

S e n a t o r  Jo s ephson  o f f e r e d  th e  f o l l o w i n g  Amendment No. 2 : 
Page 4 ,  l i n e  1 2 :  d e l e t e  " 1 7  o r  18" and i n s e r t  "16  or 
17"

S e n a t o r  J o s ep h so n  moved and ask ed  unanimous con sen t  f o r  th« 
a d o p t i o n  o f  Amendment No. 2 .  W ith ou t  o b j e c t i o n ,  Amendment
No . 2 was a d o p t e d .

S e n a t o r  Ray moved and asked  Unanimous c o r s e n t  t h a t  SE. IATE CS 
FOR CS FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 109 (HESS) am S be cons l e  e red en^ 
g r o s s e d ,  advanced  t o  t h i r d  r e a d in g  and p la c ed  on f i n a l  passage . 
W i th ou t  o b j e c t i o n ,  i t  was s o  o r d e r e d .

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 109 (HESS) am S was read 
the  t h i r d  t im e .

The q u e s t i o n  b e i n g :  " S h a l l  SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL
NO. 109 (HESS) am S (p e r s o n a  16 o r  17 y e a r s  o f  age who at® 
cha rged  w i th  u n c l a s s i f i e d  o r  C l a s s  A f e l o n i e s ;  and amending 
the  c h i l d r e n ' s  w a iv e r  p r o v i s i o n s )  pass the  S en a te ? "  Tn* 
r o l l  was t a k e n  w i th  the  f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t : 'i

.W

K09J22^
, jo9 HESS AM S 3RD

15 B enn e t t ,  E l l a s o n ,  Fahrenkamp, 
Fe rgu son , F i s c h e r  P a u l ,  G i lm an , 
H a l f o r d ,  J o sephson ,  K e l l y ,  Mu lcahy , 
P e t t y j o h n ,  Ray , Rodey, S a c k e t t ,  
S tu rg u lew s k i

5 F a i k s ,  F i s c h e r  V ic ,  K e r t t u l a ,  Moss, 
v . y  Z i e g l e r

f ;, o ,  SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 109 (HESS) am S
s e d ’ t h e  S e r ' t e .

ATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 109 (HESS) am S was e n -  
Hwssed, s igned by the  P r e s i d e n t  and S e c r e t a r y  and r e t u rn e d  
■ Che House f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

•b id en t  K e r t t u l a  s t a t e d  t h a t  w i th ou t  o b j e c t i o n ,  CS FOR 
5E B ILL NO. 294 (TRSP) am ( e s t a b l i s h i n g  the A la sk a  T o l l  
-«« and ""Causeway A u th o r i t y  / would be p la c ed  a t  the bo t tom  
he c a le n d a r .

r t d d e n t  K e r t t u l a  s t a t e d  t h a t  w i th o u t  o b j e c t i o n  CS FOR HOUSE 
ILL  NO. 295 ( F IN )  ( s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  the  A laska  T o l l
cidge and Causeway A u t h o r i t y  f o r  d es ign  o f  K n ik  Arm c r o s s i n g  
M f o r  the o p e r a t i n g  expenses o f  the A u t h o r i t y )  would be 
laced a t  • he bot tom  o f  the c a l e n d a r .

379
jlOUSE J ILL  NO. 379 ( e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s e i sm ic  h a r a rd  program 
L d t h l n  the Department o f  N a tu r a l  R e sou rc e s )  was read the  

•cond t im e .

3n* i?n  movod and asked unanimous c on sen t  t h a t  HOUSE B IL L  advanced to  t h i r d  re a d in g  and p la ced  on f l n e l  
 ̂ aRo . W ith ou t  o b j e c t i o n ,  i t  was so o r d e r e d .



HB 302 c o n t ' d
The q u e s t i o n  b e i n g :  " S h a l l  SENATE CS FOR CS Fr
NO. 302 (RLS ) ( s t a t e  h o u s in g  lo a n  and state" 
t e c h n o lo g y  l o a n  p rog ram ) p a ss  the  S ena te ? "  i  
ta k en  w i th  the  f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t :
SCS CSHB 302 RLS 3RD SECOND READING OF HOUSE RESOLUTIONS

B en n i i t t ,  E l l a s o n ,  Fahrenkanp , 
F e rg u s o n ,  F i s c h e r  P a u l ,  F l s c h e 
G i lm an ,  H a l f c r d ,  J o sephson ,  Ke 
Moss , M u lcah y ,  Rodey, S a ck e t r  S t u r g u l e w s k i , Z i e g l e r

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 42 was read  th e  second t im e .
v r., ‘ *-CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 42  was b e f o r e  the  Senate on 
pass**®*Nays: 4  F a l k s ,  K e r t t u l a ,  P e t t y j o h n ,  Ray

and s o ,  SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 302 (RL 
the  S en a te .

• Yeas : 16 B enn e t t ,  E l l a s o n ,  Fshrenkamp,
F a l k s ,  F e rgu son ,  F i s c h e r  V ic ,  G i lm an ,  

Uv  • J o seph son ,  K e l l y ,  K e r t t u l a ,  Moss,
Mulcahy, Ray , Rodey, S a c k e t t ,
Z i e g l e r

V N tys :  • • 4 F i s c h e r  P a u l ,  H a l f o r d ,  P e t t y j o h n ,
* . . S tu rg u lew s k i
( d s o ,  HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 42 passed the S en a te ,  
is signed by the  P r e s id e n t  and S e c r e t a r y  and r e t u rn e d  to
is House.

is Senate r e v e r t e d  to

SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR

SECOND READING 0.’ HOUSE BILLS

CS FOR HOUSE B ILL NO. 294 (TRSP) am ( e s t a b l i s h i n g  an A laska  
■foil B r idge  ami Causeway A u t h o r i t y )  was rend the second

S e n a t o r  Ray moved and ask ed  unanimous c o n s en t  th a t  the r «, 
c a l l  on th e  passage  o f  t h e  b i l l  be c o n s id e r e d  the r o l l  c? . j  
on  th e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  c l a u s e .  W ith ou t  o b j e c t i o n ,  i t  v * ,  
o r d e r e d .

SENATE CS FOR C3 FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 302 (RLS ) was e n g ro s s * ,  
s ig n ed  by th e  P r e s i d e n t  and S e c r e t a r y  and re tu rn ed  to ts i  
House f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

The S ena te  r e v e r t e d  t o :

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

HCR 42
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION HO. 42 by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Adsni.

S u spend ing  U n i fo rm  Ru le  42 o f  the A laska  
L e g i s l a t u r e  c onc e rn in g  House B i l l

1 0 5 .
was read th e  f i r s t  t im e .

S o n a t o r  Ray moved and asked  unan '*o u s  consen t  t h a t  th o  R u l s t . 
be suspended and HOUSE CONCURRE.- "SOLUTION NO. 42 bo cnksfl- 
up as a S p e c i a l  O rd e r  o f  B u s in , , - . .  W ithou t  o b j e c t i o n ,  i c 
was so o r d e r e d .
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HB 29 4  c o n t 'd
S e n a t o r  Ray moved and asked unanimous consen t  t h a t  CS f t  
HOUSE B ILL  NO. 294 (TRSP) am be advanced to  t h ' i d  re ad ing  
p la c e d  on f i n a l  p a s s a g e .  W ithou t  o b j e c t i o n ,  I t  was so ordered

CS FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 294 (TRSP) am was re ad  th e  t h i r d  t in e*

The q u e s t i o n  b e in g :  " S h a l l  CS FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 294 (TI
am ( e s t a b l i s h i n g  an A la s k a  T o l l  B r id g e  and Causeway A u t l .  
l t y )  pass  the S e n a te ? "  The r o l l  was taken w i th  th e  f o l l p y t  
r e s u l t :
CS HB 294  TRSP AM 3RD

Y e a s :

N a y s ;

7

1 3

F a l k s ,  F e rgu son ,  F i s c h e r  P a u l ,  
G i lman , H a l f o r d ,  K e l l y ,  Rodey
3 e n n e t t ,  E l l a s o n ,  Fahrenkamp, 
F i s c h e r  V ic ,  J o sephson ,  K e r t t u l a ,  
Moss, Mu lcahy , P e t t y j o h n ,  Ray ; 
S a c k e t t ,  S t u r g u l e w n k i , Z i e g l e r

S e n a t o r  F a lk s  changed h e r  v o t e  f rom  nay t o  yea 
and s o ,  CS FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 294 (TRSP) am f a i l e d .

S e n a t o r  F o lk s  gave n o t i c e  o f  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  on CS FOR 1 
B ILL  NO. 294 (TRSP) am. " ‘ 1 ^

IIB 295
CS FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 295 (F IN )  ( s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
A la s k a  T o l l  b r id g e  and Causeway A u t h o r i t y  f o r  d e s ign  o i j  
K n ik  Arm c r o s s in g  and f o r  the  o p e r a t i n g  expense o f  Che «* 
o r l t y )  was read  the  second cirao.

S >natur Ray moved and asked unanimous consent
HOUSE HILL NO. 295 (F IN )  be advanced to  t h i r d  r ead ‘ n/ ,
p la c e d  on f i n a l  p a s s a g e .  W ithou t o b j e c t i o n ,  I t  was *o rS

r
' il ICS FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 295 (F IN )  was rend the  th i rd . ' . !
'•! .

• ■

m r  2 9 5  c o n t ' d

26 .  1983
, SENATE JOURNAL

1 5 6 3• :.r \

i t io n  b e in g :  " S h a l l  CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  NO. 295 ( F IN )
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to  the A la s k a  T o l l  B r id g e  and Causeway 
’ f o r  th e  d e s ign  o f  Kn ik  Arm c r o s s i n g  and f o r  the  

j  expenses o f  the A u t h o r i t y )  pass th e  S ena te ? "  The 
was taken w i th  the f o l l o w i n g  r e s u l t :

‘  295 FIN 3RD
Y ea s :

Nays : 14

Fe rgu son , H a l f o r d .  K e l l y ,
P e t t y j o h n ,  Rodey , Z i e g l e r
B enn e t t ,  E l l a s o n ,  Fahrenkamp,
F a l k s ,  F i s c h e r  P a u l ,  F i s c h e r  V ic ,  
G i lman , Jo s eph son ,  K e r t t u l a ,  Moss, 
Mulcahy, Ray , S a c k e t t ,  S tu r g u lew s k i

.. .J  s o ,  CS .OR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 295 (F IN )  f a i l e d .

Senator H a l f o rd  gave n o t i c e  o f  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  on CS FOR 
HOUSE BILL NO. 295 ( F IN ) .

The Senate p roceeded  t o :

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

**n« to r  Ray moved and asked unanimous c on s en t  t h a t  the  r e ­
c o n s id e r a t io n  on CS FOR HOUSE B ILL  NO. 294 (TRSP ) am (A la s k a  

; B r ldge and Causeway A u t h o r i t y )  5e t a k en  up a t  t h i s  
'• W ithou t o b j e c t i o n ,  I t  was so  o r d e r e d .

HOUSE BILLS IN THIRD READING

°R HOUSE B ILL  NO. 294 (TRSP) am was b e f o r e  the  Sena te  on
'‘ d e r a t i o n .

. - R a y  moved and asked unanimous c o n s en t  t h a t  CS FOR 
t te »  N0* ^  (TRsp ) an> be r e t u r n e d  t o  th e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e * W ith ou t  o b j e c t i o n ,  i t  was so o rd c t ,» d .



K N I K  A R M  C R O S S I N G

P r e s e n t a t i o n

t o  t h e

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

S e n a t e

C o m m i t t e e  o n  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

A p r i l  2 4 ,  1 9 8 4


