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New battles loom 
over right to hunt

By WILLIAM E. GEIST
The New York Times 

NEPTUNE. N .J.— When Susan 
Russell strolls through the woods 
playing classical music on her tape 
player, the deer, muskrats and other 
wildlife of the forest run the other 
way. A muskrat may linger momen­
tarily over a few notes of Chopin, but 
John Philip Sousa always sends them 
crashing through the brush.
Russell is one of tern of thousands of 

animal lovers who patrol the woods 
during hunting and trapping seasons, 
blaring everything front Sousa mar­
ches to recorded wolf howls in a 
nationwide campaign to set animals 
running for their lives before hunters 
arrive. She has found the hunter has

(See HUNTERS, puke H)
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no more appreciation for her music 
than the muskrat.
A growing number of confronta­

tions between hunters and these pro­
tectors of w ild life has led a New 
Jersey legislator to introduce a bill 
that would make it illegal to “ inter­
fere or attempt to interfere with the 
lawful hunting., pursuit, killing or tak­
ing of an animal, bird or freshwater 
fish." Violators would be fined.
The leg is la to r, Assemblyman 

Joseph W. Chinnici, Republican of 
Bridgeion. himself a hunter, said his 
legislation was needed to protect both 
the hunters from harassment and the 
animal protectors from reprisals. 
Such legislation recently became law 
in Arizona and is under consideration 
in several other states in response to 
the growing militancc of animal pro­
tectionists.
"There's a war going on," said Rus­

sell, a spokesman for Friends of 
Animals, a national organization with 
headquarters here and in New York 
that d is tribu tes "T ip s for Hunt 
Saboteurs" to its 120,Otv members. 
The tips range from lobbying for 
changes in the law with local, slate 
and national officials to such guerrilla 
tactics as taking a female dog in heat 
mto the field to turn the heads of male 
hunting dogs, and scattering rotten 
eggs and cow dung in duck blinds,
Russell sees nothing extreme in any 

of this.
"W ildlife belongs to everybody," 

she said. "We think it is audacious of 
hunters to say they can shoot animals 
but we cannot protect them."
But Chinnici has said, " I f this Isn’t 

stopped immediately," “ someone is 
going to get hurt."
Implicit in his warning, and those 

voiced by concerned hunters through­
out the slate, is that the side carrying 
tape players is at a distinct disadvan­
tage in confrontations with those car­
rying rifles and shotguns.
Chinnici said he had received re­

ports of “ anti-sportsmen's groups" 
blaring ear horns and firing weapons 
to scare off game and in one instance 
even flying a helicopter over a hunt­
ing area.

His bill has been referred to the 
Assembly’s Agriculture and Environ­
ment Committee, where four of the 
five committee members are co­
sponsors. Both opponents and propo­
nents believe the bill has substantial 
support in the Legislature.
Bob BusnarJo, host of the weekly 

radio program “ Sportsmen’s Hot 
Line” on a Bridgeton station, said 
"these an tis " (one of the more 
pleasant terms hunters use to de­
scribe those opposed to hunting) had 
disrupted his hunting excursions by 
playing radios, honking car horns, let - 
ling air out of tires and swerving their 
automobiles toward him as he stood 
on country roads.
"The confrontations ha1'*!been ver­

bal so far," he said, "but when you 
harass someone long enough and hard 
enough, eventually there arc going to 
be serious problems."
Opponents charge that Chinnici's

bill v mild infringe on their rights of 
speech and assembly.
;'Whenever there is a protest of any­

thing," said Russell, "whether it be 
civil rights or women's rights or what­
ever there is the chance of confronta­
tion. But someone cannot just do 
away with our right to speak out on 
things we disagree with. If they do, 1 
believe that in good conscience we 
’OilId have to continue to protest as 
-e are now,"
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lex Session ^  /  I  <L>

To amend title 18 of the United S ta tes Code to penalize the obstruction of hunts,
and for o ther purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESEN T ATIVES

July 29, 1983

Mr. M a r le n e e  introduced the following bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Jud iciary

A BILL
To amend title 18 of the United States Code to penalize the 

obstruction of hunts, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rcpresenta-

2 lives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That this Act may be cited as the “ Hunters’ Protection Act

4 of 1083” .

5 CRIMINAL PENALTIES AND CIVIL REMEDIES

6 Sec . 2. Chapter 3 of title 18 of the United States Code

7 is amended bv adding at the end the following:

8 “§ 18. Obstruction of hunting
I

9 “ (a) Whoever with another, willfully devises or partiei- 

10 pates in any scheme or plan affecting interstate commerce to



1 obstruct or impede the participation of any individual in a

2 lawful hunt or hunting season; shall be punished as provided

3 in subsection (b) of this section.

4 “ (b) The punishment for an offense under subsection (a)

5 of ihis section is—

6 “ (1) a fine of not more than $5,000 or imprison-

7 ment for not longe. than five years, or both, if the

8 scheme or plan involved the use of violence against the

9 person of another or the destruction of property of an-

10 other; and

11 “ (2) e fine of not more than $500 or imprison-

12 ment for not longer than sixty days, or both, in any

13 other case.

14 “ (c)(1) The Attorney General, the head of a State

15 agency with jurisdiction over fish and wildlife management,

16 or any individual intending to participate in the affected

17 lawful hunt or hunting season may in a civil action obtain

18 injunctive relief against a violation of subsection (a) of this

19 section.

20 “ (2) A person aggrieved by a violation of subsection (a)

21 of this section may in a civil action recover actual and puni-

22 tive damages and reasonable attorneys’ fees.

23 “ (d) As used in this section, the term 'lawful hunt or

24 hunting season’ means a game hunt or hunting season (in-

25 eluding fishing and a fishing season) authorized by the law of

2

HK 3713 III



1 the State in which it h k.es place and not prohibited by the

2 law of the United States.1’ .

3 TECHN ICAL AMENDMENT

4 S e c . 3. The table of sections at the beginning of chapter m

5 3 of title 18 of the United States Code is amended b* adding

6 at the end the following:

"48. Obstruction of hunting.” . L._
t

o

1
I

!
■■ i

L
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STATE O F  A L A S K A  1984 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  

U FISCAL NOT E

I R e vi s i o n  Date: 2/6/84

REQUEST FISCAL DETAIL

B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  No.: CS fo r  HB 551 A g e n c y  Af fected: Natural R e s o u r c e  

Title: Delta J u n c t i o n  B i s o n R a n ge  P r o g r a m  C a t e g o r y  A f f e c t e d :________

Sponsor: Shultz
Reque s t o r :__________

Date of Request: 2/6/84

. PxeSuppr.ess_i.c-n/_Northcentra1. Small Timher. Sale 
BRU, P r o g r a m  or S u b p r o g r a m ^ )  Affected:

F o r e s t  M a n a g e m e n t / F o r e s t  M a n a g e m e n t

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V F N U E S :  ( T h o u s a n d s  of

CAPI T A L

L R E V E N UE

FUNDING: (Thou s a n d s  of Pol ars)

POSITIONS:

SO U RC E  OF F U N D S  TO O F F S E T  FISCAL IMPACT OF B I L L :

CS for HB 552 a p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 6 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  the general fund to DNR for 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of timber sale and fir e  s u p p r e s s i o n  on the Delta 

bi s o n  range.

O P E R A T I N G

FY 84 FY 85 r'Y 86 FY 87 " T Y ' 8 8 FY 89

100 P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S  

200 T R A V E L  

300  C O N T R A C T U A L  

it00 S U P P L I E S  

5 0 0  E Q U I P M E N T  

60 0 L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S  

70 0 C R A N T S ,  C L A I M S  

80 0  M I S C E L L A N E O U S

TOTAL O P E R A T I N G 0 0 Q 0 . _____ Q . . . 0 , ,

G E N E R A L  F U N D  

F E D E R A L  F U ND S  

O T H E R  

T O T A L 0  , 0 0 .  _ 0  . . 0 n

F U L L - T I M E

P A R T - T I M E

T E M P O R A R Y

-..... ' '■ ...... —

A N A L Y S I S : A t t a c h  a s e p a r a t e  page fo r  a n a l ys i s

P r e p a r e d  By: Carol W i l s o n _________

Division: C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  O f f i c e  - DNR
Phone: 4 6 5 - 2 4 0 0

Date: W ------

A p p r o v e d  by C o m m is s i o n e r :  l) l ^  , ^ 9 ‘* ^ D a t e :  2/6/84
Agency: D e p a r t m e n t  of Natural k e s o u r c e s  (J h 'A g e n c y  _________________________________________

D i s t r i b u t i o n  (by A g e n c y  p r e p a r i n g  fiscal note): 

L e g i s l a t i v e  Fina nc e  

L e g i s l a t i v e  S p o n s o r  

R e q u e s t o r

O f f i c e  of M a n a g e m e n t  and B u dg e t  
I m p acted A g e n c y ( i e s ) 12/1/83



Dear S e n a t o r  a n d / o r  R ep r e s e n t a t i v e :

The Delta b ison herd needs a w i n t e r  heme to roam! A f t e r  y e a r s  of conflict, 

a s o l u t i o n  to the p r ob l e m s  of bison ve r s u s  a g r i c u l t u r e  in the Delta J u n c t i o n  

a r e a  is f i n a l l y  at hand. If all of us wh o  are c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  bison will 

take j u s t  a fe w  m i n u t e s  now, we can insure a future for the fr e e - r a n g i n g  

Delta herd and giv e  t h e m  a hom e  o* <:heir own.

The s o lu t i o n  ex i s t s  in l e g i s l a t i o n  n o w  be f o r e  the Alaska H o u s e  and Senate; 

S e n a t e  Bills 337 and 338, and H o u se  Bills 551 and 552. T h e s e bills w ou l d  

a p p r o p r i a t e  funds to c o m p l e t e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the Delta J u n c t i o n  Bison 

Range, and e r e c t  a bison d r i f t  f e n c e  to keep the anim a l s  o u t of the Delta 

A g r i c ul t u r a l  Project.

Far from being j u s t  a place for a band o f  bison, the Bison Range w o u l d  add 

m u c h  n e e d e d  p u b l i c  h u n t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for big and small game, as well as 

n e w  m o o s e  habit a t , o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  new w ood cutt in g  areas, 

and bison and o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  v i e w i n g  possibi l i t ie s .

For this proposal to be c om e  reali ty ,  the s u p p o r t of all A l a s k a n  law ma k e r s  is 

critical. We urge y o u r  support.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Ron Beck

Delta Area Fish & G a m e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  

P.O. Box 294

Delta J u n c ti o n ,  9 9737 8 9 5 - 4 3 8 1



MSG 84-00013541 F'RTY 1 02/14/84 15:00 = 11 OR IG :  LDOO IN =  0006 OUT= 0097
FROM: L IN D A /D E L T A  TO: JNU
TARGET :  LJHK SU BJ :  POM 'S

THE FOLLOWING SAME MSNG WAS R ECE IVED  FROM THE FOLLOWING L I S T  OF PEOPLE :

TO: A LL  LEG ISLATO RS

FROM: L E IG h  B . DENNISON ROBERT ARMENTROUT
BOX 873 BOX 1334
DELTA JU N C T IO N ,  ALASKA DELTA  JU N C T IO N ,  ALASKA

E L S I  COTTINGHAM . LEA  SCHULZ
BOX 144 BOX '356
FORT GREEL.Y, ALASKA DELTA JU N C T IO N ,  ALASKA

BETTY  MACHADO
M ILE  1414 1/2 AK .  HWY.
DELTA JU N C T IO N , .  ALASKA FEB I 6 RECTI

RE: B ISON RANGE

THE PROPOSED B ISON D R IFT  BARRIER SHOULD BE LOCATED SOUTH OF THE ALASKA  HWY. 
BEHIND ANY P R IVATE  PROPERTY OR AGR ICULTURAL  LAND .  LO CAT ING  BARRIER  NORTH OF THE 
HWY. WOULD CAUSE A VERY DANGEROUS S I T U A T IO N  WITH B ISON  STOPPED JU S T  ACROSSED 
THE HWY. WITH NO PLACE TO GO.

* * * * * *  DELTA INFfJ O F F IC E  * * * * *
TO: ALL  LEG ISLA TO RS

FROM: DELTA F FA  CHAPTER
BOX 883 P__
DELTA JU N C T IO N ,  ALASKA FttJ ' 5 Ktl.H
K R IS  KNUPP,' SECRETARY

RE: B ISON

OUR CHAPTER WOULD L IK E  TO EXPRESS TH E IR  SUPPORT FOR SENATE  B I L L  337/338 AND 
HOUSE B I L L S  551/552. OUR FORTY MEMBERS SUPPORT THE B ISON RANGE AND DR IF  I
BARRIER FENC E .  WE ALSO SUPPORT THE INCREAES  OF THE B ISON FEE  TO $10.

* * * * * *  DELTA INFO  OFF,ICE * * * * *  /

TO A LL  LEG ISLATO RS

FROM: HENRY MIJTH, PRES .
F FA  ALUnNJ.
DELTA JU N C T IO N ,  ALASKA FEB I 6 REC’O

RE: B ISON

ON BEHALF OF THE FFA  ALUMNI A S S O C IA T IO N  , DELTA CHAPTER, WE URGE YOUR SUPPORT 
OF SB 337/338 AND HB 551/552. THESE B I L L S  ARE A STEP TOWARDS THE END OF A B IG  
PROBLEM. ANYTH ING  YOU CAN DO 10 HELP SEE  THESE MEASURES THROUGH TO COMPLETION 
W ILL  BE APPREC IATED  BY A L L .



To: Committee members

From: Resource Committee S t a f f  

Date: February 7, 1984

Re: Analysis of HB 551, The Delta Junction Bison Range

I . Legisl a t iv e  H istory .

The Delta Junction Bison Range Area was created by law, HB 31, 
during the 1979 l e g is l a t iv e  se ss io n . The purpose o f the Range was to 
perpetuate the free-ranging of bison in  the Delta Junction area . I t s  
goal was to allow for  adequate wint.‘.r grazing for  the bison on the 
range. Also, because of the damage caused to the herds by the ag r icu l­
ture p ro je c ts ,  the range was to aid in a lte r in g  the seasonal movements 
of bison herds.

O rig ina lly , the Delta Junction Bison Range area was to only be in 
ex istence for  three years , s ta r t in g  August 1, 1979, and terminating on 
August 1, 1982. (see Sec. 3 of Chapter 39, SLA 1979) However, th is  date 
was extended to August 1, 1989. (see  Sec. 1, Ch. 73, SLA 1980)

I I .  The S ituat ion  Today.

Apparently, there s t i l l  ex is ts  problems with the Delta BiL.on herd. 
The a g r icu ltu ra l  pro ject  provides a threat to the b iscn , due the fac t  
that bison are a grazing animal, and they l ik e  bar ley . Thus, they graze 
on or near the s i t e  of the farms. The problem r e a l ly  ex is ts  because the 
Bison Range has never r e a l ly  been completed. The intent of the 1979 
le g is la t io n  has never been enacted.

This year, a group of Delta area res idents  began meeting to attempt 
to find  a so lu tion  to the problem. The group i s  composed of farmers, 
sportsmen, a representative  from the D ivision of Game, representatives  
from the logging industry, and other concerned Delta area res id en ts .

HB 551 i s  one product of th is  Delta am a group.

I I I .  Sectional Analysis (what the b i l l  does,)

Section 1, l in e s  9 - 2 2 ,  is  ex is t in g  language in  the s ta tu te s ,
AS 16.05.346.

Section ( b ) , l in e s  23 -  25, is  new language, that e s ta b l ish e s  che 
ap p lica t ion  fe e  for  the hunting of bison in the Delta Junction bison 

? range area at $10.00.



Section ( c ) , l in e s  26 -28 , i s  o r ig in a l  language, o r ig in a l  section  
(b) o f AS 16.05.346.

Section  2, on l in e  29, page 1, i s  a new sec t io n , th is  amends AS 
16.20 by creating  timber sa le s  on the Delta Junction Bison Range. 
Requires that DNR, dev is ion  of Forestry, provide for  the s a le  o f timber 
on the range.

Section 3 repeals  AS 16.20.300, 16.20.310, 16.20.315, and 
16.20.320.

16.20.300 i s  the sect ion  that e s tab l ish e s  the Delta Junction 
Bison Range.

16.20.310 e s ta b l ish e s  the Game management plan fo r  the Bison 
Range Area.

16.20.315 e s ta b l ish e s  the Bison Range Timber S a le s .

16.20.320 e s tab l ish e s  that a c t i v i t i e s  on the range area sh a l l  
include a c t i v i t i e s  permitted in accordance with the laws and 
regulations of th is  s t a t e ,  including hunting, trapping, and 
recrea t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

Note that Section 6 o f i s  b i l l ,  on l in e  11, page 2, does not allow
for  Section 3 to become e f f e c t iv e  u n t i l  August 1, 1995. What th is  says
i s  that the repeal of the Bison Range won't happen u n t i l  1995.

Section 4, l in e  8, pg 2, repeals  Section 3, Chapter 39, SLA 1979, 
and Section 1, Chapter 73, SLA 1980.

Section 3 o f Chapter 39, SLA 1979 sta tes  that the Delta 
Junction Bison Range Area terminate three years a f t e r  the 
e f f e c t iv e  date . The e f f e c t iv e  dare was August 1, 1979.

Section 1 of Chapter 73, SLA 1980, amends the termination 
date of Chapter 39, SLA 1979 by extending the termination 
date of the range to 10 years instead of three . So the
termination date i s  August 1, 1989.

Section 5_ i s  s e l f  explanitory .

Section 6. By having the repeal of AS 16.20.310-320 happen in 
1995, th is  allows for  the continued ex istence  of the range t i l l  1995, 
instead of 1989, an add it io n a l  6 years .



Summary:
f t
' b a s ic a l ly  there are three major concerns addressed in  th is  b i l l :

1. Creates a $10.00 a p p l ic a t io n  fe e  for  hunting Bison, 
instead of the usual $5.00 f e e .

2. Creates timbers s a le s  on the Bison Range, through DNR, the 
D ivision of Forestry.

3. Exter.us the ex istence  o f the Bison range s ix  more y ears , 
to 1995 instead of 1989.

IV. Comparison between HB 551 and CS HB 551.

The d i f fe r e n c e s  between the two b i l l s  are :

1. The Resource Committee Subst itu te  d e le tes  a l l  o f Section 1 of 
HB 551. This sect ion  was the l e g is l a t iv e  f ind ings sec t ion .

2. The CS HB 551 a lso  d e le tes  a l l  of Section 2 of HB 551. This 
sec t io n  was to have created a "Bison Range Advisory Committee".



§ 16.05.341 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s S 16.05.346

and steelhcad trout sport fishing permit 
without charge." Further, tile amendment, 
in subsection id ', inserted "one-half o f ’ 
preceding "the nonresident rate "

The first 1983 amendment deleted ", 
fur" following "fish" in present paragraph 

and rewrote subsection (hi.
The second 1983 amendment added the 

language to present «att 161(A) regarding 
the board's power to elim inate the tdg and 
fee for a game management unit.

E d itor’s notes. — As enacted. S 1. ch. 
21, SLA 1982, added a second sentence to 
present paragraph tattoi o f this section. 
This new m aterial, however, was 
renumbered as AS 16.05.3-11 by the revisor 
o f statutes pursuant to AS 01.05.031.

O p in ion s o f  attorn ey  g en era l. — 
Construing subsection idt with federal law

110 U.S.C. S 2671(ail, a member o f the 
m ilitary who does not qualify as a resident 
under AS 16.05.940(201 is required to 
obtain an A laska sport fishing license to 
engage ii. sport fishing on military lands. 
1977 Op. Att'v lien . No. 21.

Construing AS 16.05.330 and this sec­
tion with federal law (10 U.S.C. 
ii 267 b a n , a member o f the military who 
does not qualify  as a resident under AS 
16.05.9-10(20) is not required to obtain an 
Alaska trapping license to trap on military 
lands. 1977 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 21.

The special sm all game hunting license 
for m ilitary personnel authorized by sub­
section td) may not he used for hunting all 
game (including big gam e' once the holder 
achieves resident status. 1977 Op. Att'y 
Gen. No. 21.

Sec. 16.05.341. F ree  license fo r d isab led  ve te rans. A person may 
receive a resident hunting and sport fishing license (AS 
16.05.340(a)(5)) without charge if the person

(1) has been discharged from m ilitary service under honorable 
conditions;

(2) is eligible for a loan under AS 18.56.101; and
(3) is certified by the United States Veterans’ Administration as 

having incurred a 50 percent or greater disability during military 
service. (S 1 ch 21 SLA 1982)

R ev isor 's  notes. — Enacted as the sec­
ond sentence o f AS 16.05.340(a)(4): 
Renumbered m 19S2.

See. 16.05.315. M usk oxen. IRepealed, § 4 ch 57 S LA  1930. For cur­
rent law see A S  16.05.346.1

Sec. 16.05.346. P e rm it app lica tions, (u) If the Board of Game 
declares an open season for musk oxen and has not reduced or elimi­
nated the $500 resident tag fee under AS 16.05.340(a)(16), the depart­
ment shell conduct a drawing for perm its lo take t he musk oxen. If the 
Board ol Game declares an open season for musk oxen for which the 
Board ol Game has reduced or elim inated the resident tag fee, the 
department shall issue perm its to take the musk oxen in the order in 
which applications are received by the department. A person is not 
eligible for more than one musk oxen permit a year. The department 
may net charge a fee for an application for a musk oxen permit for an 
open season in which the Board of Game has reduced or eliminated the 
resident tag fee under AS 16.05.340(a)! 16). In all other cases the appli­
cation ft for a musk oxen perm it is $10.

(b) Except as provided in (a) of this sectio i, the permit application 
fee for all species for which a limited drawing is conducted is $5. (§ 3 
ch 57 SLA 1980)



§ 16.20.270 F is h  a n d  G a m e § 16.20.300

(b) the board shall require the person or governmental agency to 
obtain the written approval of the commissioner as to the sufficiency 
of the plans or specifications before construction is commenced. (§ 2 ch 
140 1972; am § 28 ch 206 SLA 1975)

Sec. 16.20.270. Additional critical habitat areas. The commis­
sioner shall submit a list of additional critical habitat areas to the 
legislature annually. (§ 2 ch 140 SLA 1972)

Article 6. State Range Areas.
Section
300. Delta Junction Bison Range Area 
310. Game management plan 
320. Activities on range area

C ross re feren ce . — For legislative 1979, as amended by sec. 1, ch. 73, SLA
purpose, see sec. 1, ch. 39, SLA 1979 in the 1980, provides that the provisions o f AS
Temporary and Special Acts. 16.20.300 — 16.20.320 "terminate" on

E d itor’s notes. — Section 3, ch. 39, SLA August 1, 1989.

Sec. 16.20.300. Delta Junction Bison Range Area. The following 
described areas, excluding valid existing rights, are established as the 
Delta Junction Bison Range Area:

(1) Township 11 South, Range 12 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Section 28: S 1/2 SVV 1/4, SW 1/4 SE 1/4 and that portion of the NW

1/4 SW l/l east of the west bank of Granite Creek excluding A.S.L.S 
78-93, Tract A, Unit 1 

Sections 29, 32: those lands east of the west bank of Granite Creek 
Section 33: all, excluding A.S.L.S. 78-93, Tract A, Unit 1 
Section 31: S 1/2 NW 1/4, excluding A.S.L.S. 78-93, Tract A, Unit 1, 

S 1/2
Section 35: S 1/2, S 1/2 NW 1/4, tha t portion of the NE 1/4 lying south 

of the Alaska Highway excluding a corridor extending 1320 feet from 
the centerline of the highway 

Section 36: th a t portion lying south of the Alaska Highway excluding 
a corridor extending 1320 feet from the centerline of the highway

(2) Township 12 South, Range 11 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Sections 13, 24-26, 35, 36: all
Sections 1,11,12,14, 22,23, 27,34: those lands east of the west bank 

of Granite Creek
(3) Township 12 South, Range 12 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Sections 1-4, 7-25, 30, 36: all
Sections 5, 6: those lands east of the west bank of Granite Creek

129



16.20.300 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 16.20.300

(4) Township 12 South, Range 13 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Sections 5, 6, 9: that portion lying south of the Alaska Highway

excluding a corridor extending 1320 feet from the centerline of the 
highway 

Section 7: all
Section 8: all, excluding a corridor extending 1320 feet from the 

centerline of the Alaska Highway 
Section 10: th a t portion of the SW 1/4 lying south of the Alaska 

Highway excluding a rorridor extending 1320 feet from the centerline 
of the highway 

Section 14: S 1/2 S 1/2 SW 1/4
Section 15: S 1/2, NW 1/4, excluding a corridor extending 1320 feet 

from the centerline of the Alaska Highway 
Sections 16-22: all
Section 23: S 1/2, NW 1/4, S 1/2 NE 1/4, S 1/2 N 1/2 NE 1/4 
Section 24: SW 1/4, S 1/2 NW 1/4, excluding a corridor extending 

1320 feet from the centerline of the Alaska Highway, S 1/2 S 1/2 SE 1/4 
Sections 25-36: all
(5) Township 12 South, Range 14 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Sections 19, 28-30, 33-35: th a t portion lying south of the Alaska

Highway excluding a corridor extending 1320 feet from the centerline 
of the highway 

Sections 31, 32: all
(6) Township 13 South, Range 13 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Sections 1-5, 9-15, 23-25, 36: all
( 7 ) Township 13 South, Range 14 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Section 1: tha t portion lying south of the Alaska Highway xcluding

a corridor extending 1320 feet from the centerline of the highway 
Sections 2-36: all
(8) Township 13 South, Runge 15 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Sections 5, 6, 8-10, 15: that portion lying south of the Alaska

Highway excluding a corridor extending 1320 feet from the centerline 
of the highway 

Sections 7, 16-20, 30: all
Sections 21,22,28,29,31,32: tha t portion lying west of the east bank 

of the Little Gerstle River
(9) Township 14 South, Range 14 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Section 1: that portion lying west of the east bank of the Little

Gerstle River 
Sections 2-6: nil
(10) Township 14 South, Range 13 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Section 1: all
(11) Township 14 South, Range 15 East, Fairbanks Meridian 
Section 6: tha t portion lying west of the east bank of the Little

Gerstle River. (§ 2 ch 39 SLA 1979)
130



§ 16.20.310 F is h  a n d  G am e  § 16.25.060

Sec. 16.20.310. G am e  m a n a g e m e n t  p lan ,  (a) The commissioner of 
fish and game shall develop and may amend a game management plan 
for bison in the area  described in AS 16.20.300. After holding public 
hearings in accordance with AS 44.62.310 and 44.62.312, the commis­
sioner shall implement the game management plan.

(b' The game management plan shall include, but is not limited to
(1) planting grains for bison and planting other wildlife forage;
(2) altering existing plant cover to create additional range and 

year-round habitat for bison and other animal species in the area;
(3) tilling to produce forage.
(c) The commissioner of fish and game shall develop and amend the 

game management plan to coordinate, as closely as possible, the game 
management plan with the activities of the Agricultural Development 
Authority, Department of N atural Resources, relating to the Big Delta 
agricultural development project. (§ 2 ch 39 SLA 1979)

Sec. 16.20.320. A ctiv ities  on  r a n g e  a re a .  Nothing in AS
16.20.300 — 16.20.320 shall be construed as prohibiting activities on 
land described in AS 16.20.300 which are otherwise permitted in accor­
dance with the laws and regulations of this state, including, but not 
limited to, hunting, trapping, engaging in recreational activities, using 
the land for access to adjacent areas and a 300-foot Alaska Railroad 
right-of-way. (8 2 ch 39 SLA 1979)

Chapter 25. S tock ing o f P ub lic Lands.
Section
10. Program adopted

Sec. 16.25.010. P r o g ra m  a d o p te d .  There is adopted a program of 
stocking land in the state  with valuable game and fur-bearing animals 
which do not at  present occur on the land. The department is responsi­
ble for establishing priorities on the species of animals to be stocked 
and the area of the stocking. Priorities shall be based on the habitat 
requirements of the species the population of native game animals 
present, und other (actors that will effect the successful establishment 
of the species. (8 39-7-1 AC LA 1949; am 8 1 ch 97 SLA 1970)

Secs. 16.25.020 —  16.25.060. Projects enum erated; du ties o f dep a rt­
m ent; stock and  offspring property  o f s ta te ; un law ful taking; penalty. 
I Repealed, 8 2 ch 97 SLA 1970.1

Chapter 30, Destruc tion o f B ig Game An im a ls and 
W ild Fow l.

Suction Section
10. Wanton w aste of big gnmo anim als 15. Surrender of salvaged portions, 

and wild fowl license forfeiture
12. Possession of horns or an tlers 17. Defenses
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Cr;ating the Delta J u nc t i o n  Bison Range Area,

» Socrion 1. Ic is the purpose of this Act to p e rp e t u a t e  free-ranging 

,.»en on the land described in this Act by manag e m e n t  of the habitat to p r o­

fit an adequate winter range for the bison. It is also the purpose of this 

wl to alter seasonal movements of b ison herds on the land in order to dimi- 

>:*h the damage caused by the herds to ag r i c ul t u r a l l y  dev e l o p e d  land.

•Sec. 2. AS 16.20 is amended by adding new  sections to read:
t

A RTIC L E  6 . STATE RANGE AREAS. !II
Sec. 16.20.3CC. DELTA J UN CTION BISON RANGE. The following do- 

i c n b e d  areas, excluding v alid existing rights, are e s t a blished as the I
I

Delta Junction Bison Range Area: ;
I

(1) Township 11 South, Range 12 East, Fairbanks Meridian
j

Section 28: S 1/2 SW  1/A, SW 1/A SE 1/A and that portion

of the NW  1/A SW 1/A east of the west bank of Gran i t e  Creek 

excluding A.S.L.S. 78-93, Tract A, Unit 1

Sections 29, 32: those lands east of the west bank of

Granite Creek

Section 33: all, e x cluding A.S.L.S. 78-93, Tract A,

Unit 1
Section 3A: S 1/2 NW 1/A, e x c l u di n g  A.S.L.S. 76-92,

Tract A, Unit 1, S 1/2

S ection 35: S 1/2, S 1/2 NW 1/A, that portion of the NK

1/A lying south of the Alaska Highway e x c luding a corridor

-1- CS 2d SSI1B 31 am S
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e x t e n d i n g  1 3 2 0  feet from the center line of the highway

Secr.ioi' 36: that portion lying south of the Alaska

H i g h w a y  e x c l u d i n g  a corridor ext e n d i ng  1320 feet from the centar 

l'ne of the h i g h w a y

(2) T o w n s h i p  12 South, Range 11 East, Fairbanks Meridian

S e c t i o n s  13, 24-26, 35, 36: all

S e c t i o n s  1, 11, 12, 14, 22, 23, 27, 34: those land* t«i; i
. S

of the west b a n k  of Granite C reek I
j

(3) T o w n s h i p  12 South, Range 12 East, Fairbanks Meridian ]
i

S e c t io n s  1-4, 7-25, 30, 36: all j

Secti o n s  5, 6 : those lands east of the west bank of

G r a n i te  C r e e k  i
I

(4) T o w n s h i p  12 South, Range 13 East, Fairbanks Meridian

Secti o n s  5, 6 , 9: that portion lying south of the t

H i g h w a y  e x c l u d i n g  a corridor extending 1320 feet from the center- 

line of the h i g h w a y

S e c t i o n  7: all

S e c t i o n  8 : all, excluding a corridor extending 1320 tt*'
from the c enterline of the Alaska Highway

S e c t i o n  10: that portion of the SW 1/4 lying south of

the A l a s k a  'highway excluding a corridor extending 1320 feet frca 

the c e n t e r l i n e  of the highway

S e c t i o n  14: S 1/2 S 1/2 S W  1/4 

S e c t i o n  15: S 1/2, NW 1/4, e x cluding a corridor 

e x t e n d i n g  1320 feet from the centerline of the Alaska Highway 

Se c tions 16-22: all

S e c t i o n  23: S 1/2, NW  1/4, S 1/2 NE 1/4, S 1/2 N 1/’ sl

1/4

Se c t i o n  24: SW 1/4, S 1/2 NW 1/4, excluding a corridot

-2- CS 2d SSHB 31 am S
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e x t e n di n g  1320 feet from the c e nterline of the Al a s ka  Highway, S 

1/2 S 1/2 SE 1/A

Sections 25-36: all

(5) To w nship 12 South, Range 14 East, Fairbanks Merid i a n 

Sections 19, 28-30, 33-35: that p o r t i o n  lying south of

the Alaska H i g h w a y  excluding a corridor e x t e n d i n g  1320 feet from 

the c e nterline of the high w a y

Sections 31, 32: a)Ll
I

(6 ) T o w ns h i p  13 South, Range 13 East, Fairbanks Meridian 

Sections 1-5, 9-15, 23-25, 36: all

(7) T o w n s h i p  13 South, Range 14 East, F a i rbanks M e r i di a n

S e c t i on  1: that port i o n  lying south of the Alaska H i g h­

way excluding a corridor e xt ending 1320 feet f rom the c e nterline of

the high w a y

Sections 2-36: all

(8 ) Towns h i p  13 South, Range 15 East, Fairbanks M er idian 

Sections 5, 6 , 8-10, 15: that p o r t i o n  lying south of the

Alaska H i g h wa y  excluding a corridor e x t e n d i n g  1320 feet from the

centerline of the h i g hw a y

Sections 7, 16-20, 30: all

Sections 21, 22, 28, 29, 31, 32: that p o r ti o n  lying west

of the east bank of the Little Gerstle River

{9) T o w n s h i p 14 South, Range 14 East, Fairbanks Meridian

Sect i o n  1: that portion lying west of the east bank of

the Little Gerstle River

Sections 2-6: all

(10) T o w nship 14 South, Range 13 East, Fairbanks Meridian 

S ecti o n  1: all

(11) T o w n s hi p  14 South, Rang.- 15 East, Fairbanks Meridian

Chapter 39
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S e c t i on  6 : that p o r t i o n  lying w est of the east bank of
the Lit t l e  G e r s t l e River

Sec. 16.20.310. G A M E  M A N A G E M E N T  PLAN. (a) The commissioner of 

fish and game shall deve l o p  and m a y  a m e nd  a game m a nagement plan for 

b i r o n  in the area d e s c r i b e d  in AS 16.20.300. Aftp* ".acting public 

b e a r i n g s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 44. 6 2 .3 1 0  and 44.62.312, the commisslotw! 

shall imp l e m e n t the game manag em e n t  plan.

(b) Th e  game m a n a g e m e nt  plan shall include, but is not limited to

(1) p la n t i n g  grains for b ison and p l a nting other wildlif*

forage;

(2 ) a l t e r i n g  e xi s t i n g  plant c o v e r  to create additional ran** 

and y e a r - r o u n d  h a b i t a t  for bison and o t h e r  animal species in the area;

(3) till i n g to produce forage.

(c) The c o m m i s s i o n e r  of fish and game shall develop and amend tk« jj
3

game m a n a g e m e n t  plan to coordinate, as closely as possible, the game jj 

j m a n a g e m en t  plan w i t h  the activities of the A g r i cultural Development

Authority, D e p a r t m e nt  of Natural Resources, relating to the Big Delta 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  project.

Sec. 16.20.320. A C T I V I T I E S  ON RANGE AREA. Nothing in AS 16.20.- j 

300 - 1 6 . 20.320 shall be c o nstrued as pr o h i b i t i n g  activities on land j
i

des cr i b e d  in AS 16.20.300 which are oth e r w is e  p e r mitted in accordance 

w i t h  the laws and reg u l a t i o n s of this state, including, but not limited 

to, hunting, trapping, e n g aging in r e cr e ational activities, using the 

land for ac c e s s to a d j a c e nt  areas and a 300-foot Alaska Railroad right* 

o f - w a y .

* Sec. 3. Th e  p r o v i s io n s  o f  secs. 1 and 2 of  this Act terminate three 

years a fter the e f f e c t i v e date of this Act unless the legislature provides 

o t h e r w i s e  bv law.

Chap t e r  39

I

I
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Chap t e r  73

AN ACT

Relating to the Delta Junction Bison Range area.

* Section 1. Section 3, ch. 39, SLA 1979 is amended to read:

* Sec. 3. The provisions of secs. 1 and 2 of this Act cerminate 

(THREE] years after the effective date of this Act unless the l egis­

lature provides otherwise by law.



* * * * * * *  D E L T A  L I O  * * * * * *

TO: ALL  L E G I S L A T O R S

FROM: R O B E R T  M A C H A D O
M I L E  1414 A L A S K A  H U Y ,

D E L T A  J U N C T I O N ,  A L A S K A  9 9 7 3 7  PH ONE : 8 9 3 - 4 7 5 0
t ,

RE: B I S O N

•BI S ON  D R I F T  B A R R I E R *  L O C A T I O N  S H O U L D  BE O N TH E N O R T H E R N  B O R D E R  OF TH E B I S O N  
R A N G E  * L A N D O U N E R S  A L O N G  TH E  S O U T H  S I D E  OF  T H E  A L A S K A  HUY. H A V E  N O T  B E E N  
C O N S I D E R E D ,  N O R  HAS THE D A N G E R  OF A C C I D E N T S  ON TH E  HUY. IF B I S O N  A R E  S T O P P E D  
BY A B A R R I E R  ON THE N O R T H E R N  S I D E  OF T H E  HUY., A N D B LO CK T H E  HUY U H E N  V E H I C L E S  
C O M E  T H R O U G H .  ___________

FROM: K E I T H  H O G A R T H
S.R. BO X 3 0 9 5 9  FEB j 6 REC’D
F A I R B A N K S ,  A L A S K A  99701 PHONE: 4 7 9 - 9 9 4 2

RE: B I S O N

I'VE B E E N  I N V O L y E D  W I T H  T H E  B I S O N  P R O J E C T  FO R T H E  P A S T  3 YEARS, A N D  I (JRGE YOU 
TO S U P P O R T  T HE  P A S S A G E  OF  T H E  B I S O N  B I L L S .  T H I S  R E P R E S E N T S  A C O M M U N I T Y  
C O M P R O M I S E  FOR  THE F A R M E R S ,  THE  B I S O N  A N D  THE  C O M M U N I T Y .  1



ii. o

MSG 8 4 - 0 0 0 1 3 5 4 1  P R T Y  1 0 2 / 1 4 / 8 4  15:00:11 GRIG: L D O O  IN= 0 0 0 6  O U T =  0 0 * 7
FROM: L I N D A / D E L T A  TO: JNU
TARGET: L J H K  S U B J : P O M ' S

TH E  F O L L O W I N G  S A M E  M S N G  WA S  R E C E I V E D  F R O M  TH E  F O L L O W I N G  L I S T  O F  P E O P L E :

TO: ALL L E G I S L A T O R S

F R O M : L E I G H  B. D E N N I S O N
B O X  873
D E L T A  J U N C T I O N , A L A S K A

E L S I  C 0 T T 1 N G H A M  
B O X  144
F O R T  GREEL.Y, A L A S K A

• • ^
B E T T Y  M A C H A D O
M I L E  1414 1/2 A K . HWY.
D E L T A  J U N C T I O N , A L A S K A

R O B E R T  A R M E N T R O U T  
B O X  1334
D E L T A  J U N C T I O N , A L A S K A

L E A  S C H U L Z  
BO X  '356
D E L T A  J U N C T I O N ,  A L A S K A

FEB ! 6 REC’O

RE: B I S O N  R A N G E

THE P R O P O S E D  B I S O N  D R I F T  B A R R I E R  S H O U L D  BE L O C A T E D  S O U T H  OF  T H E  A L A S K A  HWY. 
B E H I N D  AM Y  P R I V A T E  P R O P E R T Y  OR A G R I C U L T U R A L  LAND. L O C A T I N G  B A R R I E R  N O R T H  O F  THE 
HWY. W O U L D  C A U S E  A V E R Y  D A N G E R O U S  S I T U A T I O N  W I T H  B I S O N  S T O P P E D  J U S T  A C R O S S E D  
T H E  HUY. W I T H  NO' P L A C E  TO GO.

* * * * * *  D E L T A  INFO  O F F I C E  * * * * *  
TO: AL L L E G I S L A T O R S

F R O M D E L T A  FFA  C H A P T E R  
BOX  8 8 3
D E L T A  JUNCTION, A L A S K A  
K R I S  K N U P P , 1 S E C R E T A R Y

FEB I 6 REC’O

RE: B I S O N

O U R  C H A P T E R  W O U L D  L I K E  TO E X P R E S S  T H E I R  S U P P O R T  F OR  S E N A T E  B I L L  3 3 7 / 3 3 8  AN D 
H O U S E  B I L L S  '351/552. O U R  F O R T Y  M E M B E R S  S U P P O R T  T H E  B I S O N  R A N G E  A N D  DR IF I 
B A R R I E R  FE NC E.  WE A L S O  S U P P O R T  I HE I N C R E A E S  OF THE  B I S O N  F E E  T O ' $10.

* * * * * *  D E L T A  INFO OFF,ICE * * ** * 

TO  AL L  L E G I S L A T O R S

/

FROM: H E N R Y  MOTH, P R ES .
F F A A L U M N I
D E L T A  J U N C T I O N ,  A L A S K A FEB I 6 REC’O

RE: B I S O N

ON  BEHAI i OF THE F F A  A L U M N I  A S S O C I A T I O N  , D E L T A  CH A PT ER , WE  U R G E  Y O U R  S U P P O R T  
OF SB 3*. ?/338 A N D  HB 5 5 1 / 5 5 2 .  T H E S E  B I L L S  ARE  A S T E P  T O W A R D S  T H E  E N D  OF A B I G  
P R O B L F  ,. A N Y T H I N G  YO U C A N  DO TO  H E L P  SE E  T H E S E  M E A S U R E S  T H R O U G H  TO C O M P L E T I O N

»— .  > p.. r  A *v r— r\ A  I I

OF SB 3 V / 3 3 8  A N D  HB 5 5 1 / 5 5 2  
P R O B L F  .. A N Y T H I N G  YO U C A N  I 
W I L L  BE A P P R E C I A T E D  BY A L L  J

 , j-, 2-j..,
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Date of Request:_________________
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EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89

OPERATING
100 PERSONAL SERVICES

200 TRAVEL

300 CONTRACTUAL

<*00 SUPPLIES

500 EQUIPMENT

600 LAND & STRUCTURES

700 CRANTS, CLAIMS

800 MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

[ CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 50.0 50.0 50.0 50.0 50.0
'Fish ind G a m e  Fund)

FUNDIN3: ,Thousands of Dol ars)
GENERAL rUK

..... r ■ —
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TEMPORARY
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Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

Phone: 4 6 5 - 4 1 2 0

Date: F e b r u a r y  7. 1QP4

Date: F, A- ■ ^ 'y.f-'/
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HB 551

Sec. 1 6 . 2 0 . 3 1 2  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  the a p p l i c a t i o n  fee for a 

d r a w i n g  p e r m i t  for w a n t i n g  b i s o n in t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  

b i s o n  r a n g e  f r o m  $5 to $10. A p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 , 0 0 0  a p p l i­

cat i o n s  are c u r r e n t l y  m ade, thus r e v e n u e  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  

b y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  annually.
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crn j £ prr'p

Dear Senator srsI/o r :

The Delta. blsca setd H£gd$ 2  winder bctsa ex? rcss* After y^-ara of e -diet, 

a solution to fits ptobkss. e<£ bison w r a y s  agriirdLtore in tbs Delta Jvar&tiqn 

area is Sirzally at hsssi. If all S>£ as *fho ere cgtcgrrad about bison «iil 

tske jvsst a f&e tanates raw, ws b&i iasure a && s r *  for the fegs^raeglng 
Delta hard and give than a h s e  of tfafeiif t&«.

The s o ln tim  e x is ts  it*  le g is la t io n  fcW*T b&fOPe tbs- A la sk a  House and S-toafcO; 

Sana to  B i l ls  337 and 332, - JL  House. B i l l s  551 «od 552* These, b i l ls  would 

appropriate funds to cccp le to  tba devzlap&cat o f  the D e lta  Jto ctxcE . B isax  
Bartge, and e re c t a  b iscn  d r if t  fen ce  to  keep the gnisaals o a t o£ t ie  D e lta  

A g b Lcid fu ra l P ro je c t ,

Far fxos boidg  just 5 place for a band of bison, the Eiscn &3nga would add 

nucn Daedad public hating appertimiti.gs for big arsd assaill game, aa well as 
r&r ssoose habitat, outdoor yocrsatdxEi ORpartunitis&, m V  wood cutting, areas, 

sad biscn and cebsr wildlife viewing possibilities.

For this proposal to becarc reality, the support of all Alaskan lawmakers la 

critical. \?£ verge your aupport.

Sincerely,

FEB 1 5 1984

Pvcn Bade

Delta Area Fish & Gcane Mvxsnry Cccmittee

% 0 -  *3cc W ' 2-f</
P s u n \  < i u M s T - ? t « ( i i T Z T -
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D E L T A  J U N C T I O N  B I S O N  R A N G E

A  P r o p o s a l  for D e v e l o p m e n t

by

D a v i d  M. J o h n s o n  

D i v i s i o n  o f  G a m e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  

R e g i o n  III 

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n ,  A l a s k a

N o v e m b e r  1983



D E L T A  J U N C T I O N  B I S O N  R A N G E

A  P r o p o s a l  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t  

b y

D a v i d  M. J o h n s o n  

S U M M A R Y

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  is d e s i g n e d  to c a r r y  o u t  t h e  .manda t e s  o f  the  l e g i s l a t i o n  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  (AS 1 6 . 2 0 . 3 0 0 ) .  T h e  

p r o p o s a l  wo u l d ,  if i m p l e m e n t e d ,  p r o v i d e  fall b i s o n  r a n g e  to r e d u c e  or  

e l i m i n a t e  c r o p  d e p r e d a t i o n s ,  b i s o n  w i n t e r  ra n g e ,  a n d  a v a r i e t y  of
i AcJr " IVHA

h a b i t a t s  f o r  g a m e  an d  n o n g a m e  s pe c i e s .  R e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  v i e w i n g ,  an d  p h o t o g r a p h y  w o u l d  b e  enh a n c e d .  

T i m b e r  r e s o u r c e s  w o u l d  b e  h a r v e s t e d ,  o f f s e t t i n g  the c o s t s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  

o v e r  t i m e  an d  b o o s t i n g  the local e c o nomy.

T h e  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  c o s t  $ 1 . 8  m i l l i o n ,  to b e  s p e n t  o v e r  3 f i s c a l  years.

O n e  f u l l - t i m e  p r o j e c t  p o s i t i o n  w o u l d  b e  funded, a n d  f u n d i n g  fo r  3*5 y e a r s  

r>f an e x i s t i n g  s e a s o n a l  p o s i t i o n  w o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d .  P u r c h a s e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  

n e e d e d  f o r  l i g h t  m a i n t e n a n c e  w o r k  is i n c l u d e d .  M a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s  are 

e s t i m a t e d  to b e  less t h a n  $ 3 4 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y .
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B A C K G F O U N D

T h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

in 19 7 9  t o  " p r o v i d e  an a d e q u a t e  w i n t e r  r a n g e  fo r  the b i s o n , "  a n d  to 

" d i m i n i s h  th e  d a m a g e  c a u s e d  b y  th e h e r d s  to a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  

l a n d ."  T h e  R a n g e  c o n c e p t  g r e w  o u t  o f  th e  D e l t a  L a n d  U s e  Plan, in w h i c h  

c i t i z e n s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  i n v o l v e d  in r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  

the l a n d  n o r t h  o f  t he  m o u n t a i n s  a n d  s o u t h  o f  th e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  s h o u l d  

be u s e d  fo r  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  w i l d l i f e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  bison, a n d  the 

lan d n o r t h  o f  th e  h i g h w a y  s h o u l d  b e  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e .

S e v e r a l  s m a l l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  fo r  the R a n g e  a n d  a $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

in F Y 8 3  p e r m i t t e d  th e  c l e a r i n g  o f  a b o u t  600 acres. A r o u n d  h a l f  of t h a t



w a s  p l a n t e d  b y  J u l y  1983. B i s o n  u s e  o f  t h e  R a n g e  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  e a c h  

y ear. A f t e r  m i g r a t i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  s u m m e r  range, the b i s o n  u s e d  t h e  R a ng e  

a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  for n e a r l y  a m o n t h  in fall 1983, l e a v i n g  o n l y  a f t e r  

t h e  b u l k  o f  th e  f o r a g e  w a s  e x h a u s t e d .  A f t e r  t h a t  time, t h e  b i s o n  

c r o s s e d  t h e A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  an d  c a u s e d  e x t e n s i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d a m a g e . 

A d d i t i o n a l  f o r a g e  w o u l d  h a v e  p r e v e n t e d  m o s t  o f  t h o s e  p r o b l e m s .

VJhile t h e  g r e a t e s t  b i s o n  us.e o f  the R a n g e  ha s  b e e n  d u r i n g  the fall, the 

a n i m a l s  a l s o  u s e  it d u r i n g  th e  w i n t e r  m o n t h s .  T h e y  e a t  w h a t e v e r  

p e r e n n i a l  g r a s s e s  ar e  e x p o s e d  b y  th e s c o u r i n g  w in d s .  A d d i t i o n a l  f o r a g e  

w o u l d  m e a n  m u c h  m o r e  w i n t e r  u s e  a n d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  f o r  the d a y  w h e n  b i s o n  

a r e  e x c l u d e d  b y  f e n c e s  f r o m  m o s t  o r  all o f  t h e i r  f o r m e r  w i n t e r  range.

T h e  B i s o n  R a n g e  p r o v i d e s  an o u t s t a n d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  to d e v e l o p  t e c h n i q u e s  

for i m p r o v i n g  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t s  in i n t e r i o r  A l a s k a , w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  for 

r e a l  w i l d l i f e  n e e d s  at the same  time. P r e s c r i b e d  fire, e s p e c i a l l y ,  can 

b e  u s e d  to a d v a n t a g e  on the R a n g e  w h e r e  the d o m i n a n t  c o v e r  type is 

o l d - g r o w t h  b l a c k  spruce. T h e s e  f i r e s  can h e  u s e d  to d e v e l o p  a d d i t i o n a l  

f o r a g e  for b i s o n  an d  to r e j u v e n a t e  a g i n g  s t a n d s  o f  d e c i d u o u s  t r e e s  for 

th e  b e n e f i t  o f  m o o s e ,  b o t h  at l o w  p e r - a c r e  cost.

O B J E C T I V E S

S h o r t - t e r m  o b j e c t i v e s  are  to p r o v i d e  the follo w i n g :

1. A l t e r n a t e  fall f o r a g e  for m i g r a t i n g  b i s o n  to r ed u c e  or 

e l i m i n a t e  c r o p  d e p r e d a t i o n  losses;



2. W i n t e r  r a n g e  for b i s o n  to c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  loss o f  

t r a d i t i o n a l  ranges;

3. N e w  w i n t e r  r a n g e  f o r  m o o s e  to a l l o w  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  m o o s e  

p o p u l a t i o n ;

4. A d d i t i o n a l  h a b i t a t  fo r  s h a r p - t a i l e d  g r o u s e  a n d  o t h e r  g ame 

b i r d s ;

5. N e w  h a b i t a t  for r e s i d e n t  a n d  m i g r a t o r y  n o n g a m e  s p e c i e s ; a n d

6 . N e w  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  A l a s k a n s  a n d  v i s i t o r s .

L o n g - t e r m  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  B i s o n  R a n g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  to:

1. P r o v i d e  p e r m a n e n t  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  to m i t i g a t e  for the loss of 

h a b i t a t  to a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  a n d

2. P r o v i d e  r e t a i n e d  p u u l i c  l a n d  to c o n t i n u e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 

hunt, trap, a n d  v i e w  w i l d l i f e  in an e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  area.

H A B I T A T  M A N A G E M E N T

C a p i t a l  P h a s e

1. C l e a r i n g

a. Purpo s e :  C l e a r i n g  p r o v i d e s  a s e e d b e d  fo r  p l a n t i n g  p e r e n n i a l

g r a s s e s  t hat w i l l  be u s e d  by b i s o n  for l o n g - t e r m  f o r a g e  needs. Th e 

c l e a r i n g s  a l s o  p r o v i d e  w i d e  f i r e b r e a k s  for p r e s c r i b e d  f ires t h a t  

w i l l  b e  u s e d  to d e v e l o p  a d d i t i o n a l  h a b i t a t  at lo w  cost.

b. P r o c e d u r e :  S u r v e y  i n t e r i o r  an d  e x t e r i o r  p e r i m e t e r s ,  c u t t i n g

line w i t h  c a t e r p i l l a r  tractor; c h a i n  d o w n  s t a n d i n g  t r e e s  w i t h  h e a v y  

a n c h o r  chair: s t a c k o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l s  in t o  t i g h t  b e r m  rows; c r e a t e



s m a l l  c l e a r i n g s  f o r  s h a r p - t a i l e d  g r o u s e ,  bi s o n ,  a n d  n o n g a m e  

s p e c i e s .  S e e  m a p  f o r  l a yo u t .  E x a c t  l o c a t i o n  d e p e n d e n t  on soil 

s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  ( a v a i l a b l e  D e c e m b e r  1 983 f r o m  U S D A  S oil C o n s e r v a t i o n  

Service) a n d  t i m b e r  c r u i s e  d a t a  (this p r o p o s a l ) .

c. T i m e  Fr a m e :  B e f o r e  J u n e  1 in s p r u c e  s t a n d s  f o r  m a x i m u m  s oil 

p r e s e r v a t i o n .  M i d s u m m e r  c l e a r i n g  m a y  be a c c e p t a b l e  in h e a v y  a s p e n  

stands.

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1 984 c o s t  - 3 , 98 0  a c r e s  x $ 1 1 0 / a c r e  = $ 4 3 7 , 8 0 0

( p o rtion of t o t a l  a c r e a g e  a l r e a d y  cleared)

2. B e r m  R e m o v a l

a. P u r po s e :  B e r m s  s h o u l d  be r e m o v e d  to e l i m i n a t e  s n o w  d r i f t s  

b u i l d i n g  u p  in the le e o f  the ber m s ,  w h i c h  r e d u c e  the a m o u n t  of 

f o r a g e  a v a i l a b l e  d u r i n g  w i n t e r  fo r  bi s o n.  B e n n s  a l s o  r e d u c e  the 

t o t a l  a c r e a g e  t h a t  m a y  be p l a n t e d  a n d  a r e  a fire h a z a r d  d u r i n g  

p r e s c r i b e d  fires.

b. P r o ce d u r e :  A l l o w  1 o r  2 y e a r s  d r y i n g  time; b u r n  berms; 

r e s t a c k  an d  reburn; d i s c  s o i l  an d  r o o t r a ke .

c. T i m e  Frame: B u r n  b e r m s  in O c t o b e r  a n d  N o v e m b e r .  R e s t a c k  

d u r i n g  summer. Disc, r o o t r a k e,  a n d  p l a n t  b e r m  rows d u r i n g  y e a r  

three.

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  198 4  c o s t  - 4 , 6 2 0  a c r e s  (includes clear in g s , 

raads, a n d  trails) x $ 2 0 / a c r e  = $ 9 2 , 4 0 0

3. P l a n t i n g

a. P u r po s e :  B i s o n  r e q u i r e  g r a s s e s  for fall a nd  w i n t e r  forage.

O t h e r  s p e c i e s,  i n c l u d i n g  m o o s e ,  be a r s , a nd  s mall game, u r,e g r a s s e s  

to a l i m i t e d  exten t .



b. P r o c e d u r e :  D i s c  so i l  w i t h  h e a v y  o r  l i g h t  d i s c  d e p e n d i n g  o n

soi l d e p t h  a n d  a m o u n t  o f  s u r f a c e  litter; r o o t r a k e  w i t h  p o w e r e d  

rake; p l a n t  u p  to 500 a c r e s  w i t h  a g r a s s  w i t h  h a y  v a l u e  (e.g., 

b r o m e ) ; p l a n t  r e m a i n d e r  w i t h  a l o w  m a i n t e n a n c e  s p e c i e s  s u c h  as 

b l u e g r a s s  a n d  n a t i v e  b l u e j o i n t .  A l l  p l a n t i n g s  s h o u l d  be a m i x t u r e  

o f  a n n u a l s  a n d  p e r e n n i a l s  to p r o t e c t  th e  p e r e n n i a l s  in th e  f ir s t  

year. S u i t a b l e  a n n u a l s  i n c l u d e  b a r l e y  a n d  oats.

c. T i m e  Frame: J u n e  o r  e a r l y  J u l y  to r e t a r d  p l a n t  m a t u r a t i o n  to 

p r o v i d e  m a x i m u m  p a l a t a b i l i t y  or the a n n u a l  fo r  bis o n . P l a n t  a b o u t  

1 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  d u r i n g  y e a r  one, t h e  b a l a n c e  d u r i n g  y e a r s  two  and 

three. T h i s  a l l o w s  d r y i n g  t i m e  fo r e s p e c i a l l y  i c e - r i c h  areas.

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1384 c o s t s  - 4 , 4 0 0  a c r e s  x $ 1 4 0 / a c r e  = $ 6 1 6 , 0 0 0

4. P r e s c r i b e d  F ire

a. Pu r p o s e :  F i r e  w o u l d  b e  u s e d  to r a p i d l y  a n d  i n e x p e n s i v e l y  

t r e a t  l a r g e  ar e a s .  P o s t - f i r e  v e g e t a t i v e  g r o w t h  w o u l d  be m a n a g e d  

f or bi s o n ,  m o o s e ,  a n d / o r  s m a l l  game. R e p e a t e d  f ir e s  p r o d u c e  g r a s s y  

a reas; s p o r a d i c  f i r e s  c a n  be u s e d  to p r o d u c e  b r u s h y  areas.

b. P r o c e d u r e :  D e v e l o p  p r e s c r i b e d  fire pi ins in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  

A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y ;  b u r n  a r e a s  w i t h i n  c l e a r e d  a r e a s  d u r i n g  

p r e s c r i p t i o n  c o n d i t i o n s  in summer; u s e  h e l i t o r c h  for m a x i m u m  c o s t 

e f f i c i e n c y  and safety.

c. T i m e  Frame: Summe r ,  w h e n  c o n d i t i o n s  p e r m i t .

d. C ost: E s t i m a t e d  1984 rosts - 5 , 6 8 0  a c r e s  x $ 2 0 / a c r e  = $ 1 1 3 , 6 0 0

5. W a t e r  S i t e  D e v e l o p m e n t

a. P u r p o s e:  W a t e r  is o n l y  s p o r a d i c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  on th e  p o r t i o n

of the R a n g e  p r o p o s e d  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  W a t e r  is a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n



the d a i l y  m o v e m e n t  l i m i t s  o f  b i s o n ,  b u t  a d d i t i o n a l  w a t e r  w i t h i n  the 

p r o p o s e d  h a b i t a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  an a d d e d  i n c e n t i v e  fo r  

b i s o n  to s t a y  w i t h i n  t h e  d e v e l o p e d  a r e a s  a n d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a f o cu s  

for b i s o n  a c t i v i t y  for v i e w e r s .  T h e  p o n d s  w o u l d  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  so 

as t o  b e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  as well.

b. P r o c e d u r e :  D e v e l o p  2 w a t e r  s i t e s  s e p a r a t e d  b y  a b o u t  10 mi l e s ,

o n e  in e a c h  r e c t a n g l e ;  d r i l l  w e l l s  to a c o n s i s t e n t  w a t e r  s o u r c e  (1 

w e l l  c u r r e n t l y  in p l a c e ) ; p u m p  w a t e r  w i t h  w i n d m i l l s  i n t o  s t o c k  

tan ks ,  the o v e r f l o w  to be p i p e d  i n t o  e a r t h e n  p o n d s  l i n e d  w i t h  a 

w a t e r - i m p e r m e a b l e  m e m b r a n e  o r  m a t e r i a l .

c. T i m e  Fr am e :  C o n s t r u c t i o n  of p o n d s  d u r i n g  c l e a r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s

o r  y e a r  two; e r e c t i o n  o f  w i n d m i l l s  d u r i n g  y e a r  two.

d. C ost: E s t i m a t e d  198 4  c o s t  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0

F o r e s t  O p e n i n g s

a. P u r p o s e : S h a r p - t a i l e d  g r o u s e  in A l a s k a  a r e  k n o w n  to fa v ^ r

h a b i t a t s  v/ith a m i x t u r e  o f  s h r u b b y  b r u s h  an d  g r a s s y  o p e n i n g s .

T h e s e  o p e n i n g s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  o p t i m u m  h a b i t a t  fo r  g r o u s e ,  as w e l l  as 

a d d i t i o n a l  h a b i t a t  for b i s o n  a n d  the m i x t u r e  o f  h a b i t a t  t y p e s  

p r e f e r r e d  b y  a v a r i e t y  of  n o n g a m e  s p e c i e s . If thi s  p r o c e d u r e  is as 

s u c c e s s f u l  as e x p e c t e d ,  th e  t e c h n i q u e  c o u l d  be u s e d  m o r e  w i d e l y  o n  

the R a n g e  at l o w  c o s t  at a l a t e r  date.

- b. P r o c e d u r e :  W i t h i n  a 3 0 0 - a c r e  p o r t i o n  o f  o n e  of the b u r n e d

areas, c l e a r  p l o t s  v a r y i n g  in s i z e  f r o m  2 to 20 acres, t o t a l i n g  120 

acres; s t a c k  o r g a n i j  m a t e r i a l s  in c e n t e r  of c l e a r i n g  an d  b u r n  a f t e r  

s u i t a b l e  d r y i n g  time; d i s c  to b r e a k  u p  a s p e n  roots; a l l o w  n a t i v e  

g r a s s e s  to v e g e t a t e  the o p e n i n g s .



c. T i m e  F r a m e :  S a m e  as c l e a r i n g

d. Cost: 1 20  a c r e s  x $ 1 1 0 / a c r e  = $ 1 3 , 0 0 0

7. D e v e l o p  F o r e s t  I n v e n t o r y

a. Pu r p o s e :  A  f o r e s t  i n v e n t o r y  w o u l d  h a v e  the d u a l  b e n e f i t  o f  

p r e v e n t i n g  l oss o f  v a l u a b l e  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  d u r i n g  h a b i t a t  m a n i p u­

l a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  w o u l d  se t  th e  s t a g e  f o r  f u t u r e  t i m b e r  s a l e s 

on the Range. Sa l e  o f  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  w o u l d  in t i m e  h e l p  o f f s e t  

the c o s t  o f  R a n g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  w o u l d  i m p r o v e  t h e  l o c a l  e c o no m y .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  U s i n g  a r e i m b u r s a b l e  s e r v i c e s  a g r e e m e n t  o r  o t h e r

s u i t a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  

to p r o v i d e  t i m b e r  c r u i s e  d a t a  on s e l e c t e d  p o r t i o n s  of the Range. 

C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  F o r e s t r y  to sell  t i m b e r  in a r e a s  d e s i g n a t e d  for 

h a b i t a t  m a n i p u l a t i o n  (clearing, p r e s c r i b e d  fire, etc.).

c. T i m e  Fr am e :  B e g i n  in y e a r  orie, c o m p l e t e  w o r k  d u r i n g  y e a r  two,

to a l l o w  t i m e  d u r i n g  the p r o j e c t  to c o m p l e t e  h a b i t a t  work.

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1984 c o s t  = $ 6 0 , 0 0 0

M a i n t e n a n c e  P h a s e

1. R e n o v a t e  P e r e n n i a l  G r a s s e s

a. P u r p o s e :  M o s t  g r a s s e s  b e c o m e  s o d - b o u n d  in t i m e  a n d  r e q u i r e  

b r e a k i n g  up for o p t i m u m  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  W o o d y  p l a n t s  w i l l  i n v a d e  

g r a s s l a n d s  if n o t  p e r i o d i c a l l y  disc e d .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  U s i n g  A D F & G  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  p e r s o n n e l ,  l i g h t l y  d i s c

s oil on a b o u t  10% of the g r a s s l a n d s  ann u al l y ;  f e r t i l i z e  a nd  r e p l a n t

as n e e d e d  u p  to a m a x i m u m  o f  a b o u t  50 a c r e s  p e r  year.



c. T i m e  F r a m e :  B e g i n  r e n o v a t i o n  in y e a r  three, a n n u a l l y  

t h e r e a f t e r .

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1984 c o s t  -

(1) l i g h t  d i s c i n g :  $ 2 0 / a c r e  x 44 0  a c r e s  = $ 8 , 8 0 0

(2) c o m p l e t e  r e p l a n t i n g :  $ 1 0 0 / a c r e  x 50 a c r e s  = $ 5 , 0 0 0  

T o t a l  = $ 1 3 , 8 0 0

2. M a i n t a i n  Roads, T r a i l s ,  a n d  F o r e s t  O p e n i n g s

a. P u r p o s e :  V e h i c l e  p a s s a g e ,  f a l l i n g  trees, h i g h  w a t e r ,  i n v a s i o n

of  w o o d y  p l a n t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  r e g u l a r  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a c c e s s  roads, trail s ,  an d  f o r e s t  o p e n i n g s .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  U s e  disc, l i g h t  b u l l d o z e r  (both A D F & G  e q u i p m e n t ,

p u r c h a s e d  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ) ,  h e r b i c i d e ,  p r e s c r i b e d  fire, etc., as 

r e q u i r e d  to m a i n t a i n  o p e n i n g s ,  k e e p  r o a d s  d r i v a b l e ,  a n d  t r a i l s 

p a s s a b l e  b y  b i s o n ,  p e d e s t r i a n  t ra f f i c ,  s n o w  m a c h i n e s ,  d o g  teams, 

etc.

c. T i m e  Fr a m e :  A n n u a l l y ,  as n e e d e d

d. C ost: L e s s  t h a n  $ 2 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y

3. M a i n t a i n  P r e s c r i b e d  F i r e  A r e a s

a. P u r p o s e :  B u r n e d  a r e a s  t e n d  to r e t u r n  to the ve' ,-tative c o v e r

i n i t i a l l y  b u r n e d .  M a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  for b i s o n  w i l l  r e q u i r e  

a n n u a l  o r  b i e n n u a l  b u r n i n g  to e n h a n c e  g r a s s  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  to 

p r e v e n t  i n v a s i o n  b y  s p r u c e  a n d  d e c i d u o u s  trees. A r e a s  m a n a g e d  

p r i m a r i l y  for  m o o s e  a n d  sharp-u.ail.ed g r o u s e  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  r e q u i r e  

r e b u r n i n g  e v e r y  10 -20  y e a r s  to k e e p  the s h r u b b y  v e g e t a t i o n  f r o m  

g r o w i n g  o u t  o f  r e a c h  of  moose.



b. P r o c e d u r e :  U s i n g  p r e s c r i b e d  fire, r e b u r n  p r e v i o u s l y  b u r n e d

a r e a s  as r e q u i r e d  to m e e t  m a n a g e m e n t  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  e a c h  site.

c. T i m e  Frame: S u m m e r ,  b e g i n n i n g  y e a r  t w o  o r  three.

d. Cost: C o s t s  w i l l  v a r y  f r o m  $0 in s o m e  y e a r s  to a m a x i m u m  of

a b o u t  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 .

4. M a i n t a i n  W a t e r  S i t e s

a. Pu r p o s e :  U s e  o f  w a t e r  s i t e s  b y  b i g  g a m e  w i l l  d a m a g e  e q u i p m e n t

a n d  the po n d s .  H i g h  w i n d s  w i l l  d a m a g e  t h e  w i n d m i l l s .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  R e p a i r  d a m a g e d  e q u i p m e n t ;  r e l i n e  po n d s ;  r e s h a p e

p o n d s  as r e q u i r e d ;  r e m o v e  w i n d m i l l  b l a d e s  O c t o b e r  t h r o u g h  May.

c. T i m e  Frame: S u m m e r

d. C os t :  L e s s  t h a n  $ 2 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y

5. M a i n t a i n  H a y  F i e l d s

a. P u r p o s e :  T h e  500 a c r e s  p l a n t e d  to h a y  w o u l d  b e  f e r t i l i z e d  in

e a r l y  s u m m e r  and m o w e d  in lat e June. R e f e r t i l i z a t i o n  w o u l d  p r o m o t e  

lus h  g r o w t h  to a t t r a c t  b i s o n  in e a r l y  fall.

b. P ro c e d u r e :  C o n t r a c t  w i t h  l o c a l  f a r mer(s) to c o o p e r a t i v e l y

f a r m  t his s e g m e n t  on th e  Range. T h e  f a r m e r  w o u l d  t a k e  the first

c u t t i n g  o f  h a y  in e x c h a n g e  for f e r t i l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  forage. T h i s  

p r o c e d u r e  is s t i l l  e x p e r i m e n t a l .  S o m e  c a s h  i n p u t  m a y  be req u i re d .

c. T i m e  Frame: B e g i n n i n g  y e a r  two or t h r e e  a c s c o n  as h a y  is 

r e a d y  f o r  f i r s t  h a r v e s t .

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1 9 8 4  c o s t  les s  t ha n  $ 5 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y.
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C a p i t a l  P h a s e

1. R o a d s  a n d  T r a i l s

a. P u r po s e :  V i s i t o r s  w i l l  n e e d  r o a d s  to e n t e r  the  area. T r a i l s

w i l l  be  u s e d  b y  w i l d l i f e ,  v i s i t o r s ,  h u n t e r s ,  t r a p p e r s ,  h i k e r s ,  s n o w  

m a c h i n e s ,  a n d  d o g  teams. S t a f f  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a c c e s s  to c l e a r i n g s  

a n d  m a n i p u l a t e d  h a b i t a t  fo r  m a i n t e n a n c e .

b. Pr o c e d u r e :  C u t  n e c e s s a r y  r o a d s  a n d  t r a i l s  d u r i n g  c l e a r i n g  

o p e r a t i o n s  u s i n g  c a t e r p i l l a r  t r a c t o r .  S t a c k  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l s  for 

b u r n i n g  later. R o a d s  to be  dirt; no f ill o r  g r a v e l  to b e  added.

c. T i m e  Fra m e :  D u r i n g  c l e a r i n g ,  y e a r  on e

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  19S4 c o s t  = $ 6 , 0 0 0

2. V i e w i n g  F a c i l i t i e s

a. Pu r pose: C o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t  e x i s t s  in b i s o n  a n d  o t h e r  

w i l d l i f e  b o t h  a m o n g  A l a s k a n s  a n d  v i s i t o r s .  V i e w i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  

s i m p l i f y  v i e w i n g  w i l d l i f e  ( e s p e c i a l l y  bison) a n d  p r o v i d e  a m e a n s  

for d o i n g  so t h a t  d o e s  n o t  u n d u l y  a l a r m  the a n i ma l s .

b. P r o ce d u r e :  C o n s t r u c t  r a i s e d  a n d  c a m o u f l a g e d  v i e w i n g  p l a t f o r m s

n e a r  w a t e r  sites; c o n s t r u c t  n a t u r e  d r i v e  or s i m i l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  

feature.

c. T i m e  Frame: S u m m e r s  o f  y e a r s  t w o  and  t hree

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1984 c o s t  = $ 1 0 , 0 0 0

R E C R E A T I O N  E N H A N C E M E N T



M a i n t e n a n c e  P ha s e

1. R o a d s  a n d  T r a i l s :  T o  b e  h a n d l e d  as p a r t  o f  h a b i t a t  m a i n t e n a n c e .

2. V i e w i n g  F a c i l i t i e s :  R e p a i r  as r e q u i r e d ;  a d d  n e w  f a c i l i t i e s  as 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p r e s e n t ;  e r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s i g n s  as a p p r o p r i a t e .  A n n u a l  

c o s t  les s  t h a n  $5,000.

E Q U I P M E N T  A N D  F A C I L I T I E S

1. H e l i t o r c h  - H e l i c o p t e r - t r a n s p o r t e d  a e r i a l  f i r i n g  d e v i c e .  R e q u i r e d  

for c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  s a f e  i g n i t i o n  o f  p r e s c r i b e d  fires. U s a b l e  by  

A D F & G  a n d  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  s t a t e w i d e .  O n  h a n d  n o w

2. T r a c t o r  an d I m p l e m e n t s  - A  s m a l l -  to m e d i u m - s i z e d  t r a c t o r  w i t h  

i m p l e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  disc, b r o a d c a s t  s p r e a d e r ,  r o t o t i l l e r ,  drxll, and 

s p a r e  p a r t s  i n v e n t o r y . U s e  fo r  the r e n o v a t i o n  of p e r e n n i a l  g r a s s e s ,  

m a i n t e n a n c e  of f o r e s t  o p e n i n g s ,  f i r e l i n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  for p r e s c r i b e d  

fire, s e e d i n g  and f e r t i l i z i n g  o f  s m a l l  ar e a s,  etc. C o s t  = $75,000.

3. S m a l l B u l l d o z e r  - A s m a l l  d o z e r  w i t h  6- w a y  b l a d e  for r o a d  and t r a i l  

m a i n t e n a n c e ,  r e s h a p i n g  of p o n d s ,  l i g h t  c l e a r i n g ,  b e r m  s t a c k i n g ,  etc.

C o s t  = $6,000.

4. S t o r a g e  B a r n  a n d  S h o p  - N e e d e d  for s afe s t o r a g e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  a b o v e  

a n d  s h o p  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  m a i n t e n a n c e .  U s a b l e  for s t o r a g e  o f  m a t e r i a l s



a n d  h a n d  to o l s .  I n c l u d e s  c o s t  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  hook u p ,  road, f o u n d a t i o n  

pad, etc. C o s t  = $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0.

S T A F F I N G

1. B i s o n  R a n g e  M a n a g e r  - T h r e e - y e a r  p r o j e c t  p o s i t i o n ;  p e r m a n e n t / f u l l  

t i m e  G a m e  B i o l o g i s t  II; t o t a l  36 m a n - m o n t h s ;  c o s t  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  f or  3 years.

2. T e c h n i c i a n  - An e x i s t i n g  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  T e c h n i c i a n  IV p o s i t i o n .  

A s s i s t  m a n a g e r  an d  c o n t i n u e  m a i n t e n a n c e  w o r k  b e y o n d  p r o j e c t  c o n c l u s i o n .  

T o t a l  18 m a n - m o n t h s  d u r i n g  p r o j e c t .  C o s t  = $ 5 6 , 0 0 0  (esti ma t e d  a n n u a l  

c o s t  d u r i n g  m a i n t e n a n c e  p h a s e  fo r  6 m o n t h s  w o r k  = $19,000).

B E N E F I T S

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  p r o v i d e  b e n e f i t s  for A l a s k a n s  a n d  

for a r e a  w i l d l i f e .  S o m e  b e n e f i t s  are:

1. A d r a m a t i c  r e d u c t i o n  in c r o p  d e p r e d a t i o n s  in the D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  

area, w h i c h  s h o u l d  in tur n

2. R e d u c e  the c o s t  to the S t a t e  of the p r o p o s e d  S t a t e - a s s i s t e d  c r o p  

d a m a g e  i n s u r a n c e  p r o gr a m ;

3. N e w  m o o s e  w i n t e r  r a n g e  to r e p l a c e  t hat lost to d e v e l o p m e n t  in the 

D e l t a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P r o j e c t  a n d  *-o p r o v i d e  for e x p a n s i o n  o f  the local 

m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n ;



4. A n  e . s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  a r e a  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r s u i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  v i e w i n g ,  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h i n g  w i l d l i f e ,  d o g  sle d  

racing, a n d  so forth. W h i l e  n o t  a p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  2 s t o c k e d  

l a k e s  a r e  on th e  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Range;

5. A  s t a b l e  s o u r c e  o f  w i n t e r  f o r a g e  for b i s o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  m a i n t e­

na n c e  of t h e  f r e e - r a n g i n g  h e r d  as n e w  f e n c e s  e x c l u d e  b i s o n  f r o m  o l d

w i n t e r  ranges;

6 . A  r e d u c t i o n  in S t a t e  e x p e n s e  s p e n t  h a z i n g  b i s o n  o u t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

areas;

7. A  s o u r c e  o f  fre e  f i r e w o o d  fo r  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s ;

8 . R e v e n u e  to th e  S t a t e  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  timber;

9. N e w  h a b i t a t  f o r  s h a r p - t a i l e d  g r o u s e  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  h u n t i n g  o p p o r­

tu n i t i e s  fo r  t h i s  a n d  o t h e r  g a m e  s p ecies, i n c l u d i n g  bisi. m o o s e ,  bear, 

grou s e ,  hares, a n d  f u r b e a r e r s ;  an d

10. I m p r o v e d  a r e a  a n d  S t a t e  e c o n o m y  t h r o u g h  i n c r e a s e d  v i s i t o r  u s e  of 

the area.

11. I m p r o v e d  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  s a f e t y  a n d  r e d u c e d  r o a d  k i l l s  o f  b i s o n  as 

b i s o n  s h o u l d  r e m a i n  s o u t h  o f  th e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y .



C a p i t a l  P h a s e

C O S T  S U M M A R Y

1. C l e a r i n g

2. B e r m  r e m o v a l

3. P l a n t i n g

4. P r e s c r i b e d  fir e

5. W a t e r  s i t e  d e v e l o p m e n t

6 . F o r e s t  o p e n i n g s

7. F o r e s t  i n v e n t o r y

T o t a l  H a b i t a t

8 . R o a d s  a n d  t r a i l s 6 . 0

9. V i e w i n g  f a c i l i t i e s 10 .0

T l ta l  V i s i t o r  F a c i l i t i e s

1 0 . T r a c t o r  a n d  i m p l e m e n t s 75.0

1 1 . S m a ll  b u l l d o z e r 60. 0

1 2 . S t o r a g e  b a r n / s h o p 100 .0

T o t a l  E q u i p m e n t

13. S t a f f i n g 206.0

T o t a l  S t a f f i n g

T h o u s a n d s  of 

$ 4 3 7 . 8 

9 2.4 

6 1 6 . 0  

1 13.6 

20.0

13.0

60. 0

D o l l a r s

$ 1 , 3 5 2 . 8

16. 0

1 3 5 . 0

2 0 6 . 0

T O T A L  C A P I T A L  P H A S E



M a i n t e n a n c e  P h a s e1. R e n o v a t e  p e r e n n i a l  g r a s s e s $ 13.8

2 . M a i n t a i n  p r e s c r i b e d  f ir e  s i t e s  0 to 10 .0

3. M a i n t a i n  w a t e r  s i t e s 2 .0

4. M a i n t a i n  v i s i t o r  f a c i l i t i e s 5.0

5. A s s i s t  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y t i m b e r  s a l e s < 1 .06. M a i n t a i n  roads, t r a i l s ,  a n d o p e n i n g s 2 .0

7. M a i n t a i n  h a y  f i e l d s <5.0

8 . S e a s o n a l  s t a f f i n g  (6 mo) 19.0

T O T A L  M A I N T E N A N C E  P H A S E  $ 57.8 (maximum)

L O N G - T E R M  D I R E C T I O N S

1. B i s o n  h a b i t a t  m a i n t e n a n c e  s h o u l d  b e  a l o n g - t e r m  c o m m i t m e n t  for the 

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  Range. As c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t  are  eased, 

a n d  as s u m m e r  r a n g e  i m p r o v e m e n t  c o n t i n u e s ,  th e  G a m e  D i v i s i o n  s h o u l d  

e x a m i n e  the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  th e  b i s o n  h e r d  b e y o n d  the p r e s e n t  

p o p u l a t i o n  goal (275 a n i m a l s ,  p r e c a l v i n g ) .

2. R e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p r e s e n t  a m a j o r  c h a l l e n g e  f o r  the 

Division- F a r t - p a c e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  in the a r e a  ha s  e l i m i n a t e d  som e  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  B i s o n  R a n g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  n e w  

an d  i m p r o v e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  the s p e c t r u m  o f  o u t d o o r  u s e s  of w i l d l a n d s .
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3. T h e  m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n  in t h e  D e l t a  a r e a  is c u r r e n t l y  g r o w i n g .  

E x i s t i n g  h a b i t a t  m a y  b e  o u t s t r i p p e d  in l ess t h a n  a d e c a d e .  M e w  h a b i t a t  

d e v e l o p e d  o n  th e  B i s o n  R a n g e  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  a l arge p o r t i o n  o f  the 

w i n t e r  r a n g e  need ed .  T h e  p r e s c r i b e d  f i r e s  d e s c r i b e d  in t h i s  p r o p o s a l  

s h o u l d  be o n l y  a b e g i n n i n g .

4. T i m b e r  m a n a g e m e n t  c a n  p a r a l l e l  a n d  in m a n y  s i t u a t i o n s  c o m p l e m e n t  

w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t .  S a l e  o f  t i m b e r  f r o m  the R a n g e  ca n  p r o v i d e  

the S t a t e  c o n t i n u e d  r e v e n u e s  to r e p a y  c o s t s  o f  i n i t i al  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a b o o s t  to the l o c a l  e c o n o m y .  T h e  Game; D i v i s i o n  s h o u l d  

c o n t i n u e  to c l o s e l y  c o o p e r a t e  at a l o c a l  a n d  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l  w i t h  the 

D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e st r y .

5. V i s i t o r s  a n d  A l a s k a n s  a l i k e  a re  g r e a t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in b i s o n .  T h e  

D i v i s i o n  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p l o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to m a k e  b i s o n  m o r e  

a c c e s s i b l e  to p e o p l e  and s h o u l d  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  the l o c a l  C h a m b e r  of

v A l a s k a  V i s i t o r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r s  as a p p r o p r i a t e  to

o p t i m i z e  u s e  of t h i s  re s o u r c e .



DELTA JUNCTION BISON RANGE DEVELOP!®!? SCHEDULE

FY1934 FY19B5 FY19B6 m937

Action Fall Hint'-T Spring S u n c r Fall Sinter Spring Susaer Fall Sinter Spring Suzaer Fall Sinter Spring

Clearing Cut contract to 

clear to llalt o £ 

fun os

Monitor adnlnls- 

tratlve p r o c e s s  

of contract

Monitor work 

progress

Cut contract(s) 

to clear 4,100 

acres) eodlfy If 

recessary to allow 

tlcber harvest

Monitor contract 

progress

Monitor work 

progress

Cut contract for any uncompleted clearing, monitor and 

execute contract

Bern reaoval Burn only teres 

needed for 

prescription fire 

safety

Acquire DEC 

ssoke permit

Restack b e n s Burn restackod 

terms

Acquire DEC 

sscke perait

Burn only terns 

needed for pre­

scription fire 

safety

Acquire DEC 

ssoke perait

Burn beras

Planting Develop "In case" 

contract for 

planting rcnaln- 

ing clearings

Fertilize exist­

ing forage; 

cut bay, coopera­

tive fara/ 

refertlllxe

Plant r e n a m i n g  

clearings (apr.-ox. 

200 acres)

Cut planting 

contract 1,000 

acres

Monitor contract 

progress

Monitor vork 

progress

Select areas to 

plant

Cut planting 

contract 2,000 

acres

Monitor contract 

progress

Monitor work 

progress

Cut planting 

contract on 

r e n a m i n g  

clearings

Monitor contract 

progress

Monitor work 

progress

Prescribed fire Burn beras 

(safety)

Hater development

Revise prescrip­

tion fire plan 

necessary

Ignite prescription fire as funds 

and veatber conditions perait

Select areas to 

treat with pre­

scription fire

Develop prescrip­

tion fire plans

Cut contract for Cut Purchase 

pond construction Requisition for 

(In clearing equlpacnt

contract)

Ignite prescription fires as 

weather conditions perait

Develop vat 

sites

Burn beras 

(safety)

Ignite prescription fires as 

weather conditions perait

Ignite prescription 

fires as weather 

conditions perait

Personnel

Construct viewing 

facilities

--Hire Gaae Biologist II Range Manager, position funded—  

-Fish and Gaoe Technician IV funded—  Kish end G a * e  Technician IV funded— —

Purchase saterlals Construct viewing facilities Purchase

satorlais

 Fish and Gaae Technician IV funded—

Construct viewing facilities

 Teralnete Gaae Biologixt II—

— Fish and 

Game Tech 

IV funded

Construct roads 

and trails

Cut contract to 

develop roads/ 

trails

Monitor work 

progress

Burn beras on 

roads/tralls

Pcstack beras

Purcbasu equipment Crt Purchase 

Requisition to 

purchase equlporat

Receive equlperut

Construct storage 

facility

Cut contract to 

construct barn/ 

shop

Monitor contract

adalnlstratlve

progress

Construction

Forest Inventory Contract with DNR Timber Cruise 

to develop Forest Prellnlnary

Data Tlcber Cruise Report

Tlsher cruise Tlsber cruise Final Report



^ l a s l m  Jliate ^legislature

H OUSE  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  
COMMITTEE ON R ESOU RCES

To: R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  

From: C o m m i t t e e  Staff  

Date: F e b r u a r y  7, 1984 

Re: H B  552, a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for the D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e

Th i s  act m a k e s  s e v e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the 

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  and p r o v i d e s  for an e f f e c t i v e  date.

I. S e c t i o n a l  An alysis.

S e c t i o n  1. A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 1 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  the G e n e r a l  fund to the 

D ept, of F i s h  and G a m e  for:

C l e a r i n g .................    4 3 8 , 0 0 0

B e r m  R e m o v a l ......................................... 92 , 4 0 0

F o r a g e  P l a n t i n g ..................................... 6 1 6 , 0 0 0

P r e s c r i b e d  B u r n i n g ................................. 110,000

R o a d s  & T r a i l s ......................................  5,0 0 0

B i s o n  V i e w i n g  F a c i l i t i e s .......................  5,000

P l a n t i n g  & M a i n t e n a n c e  E q u i p m e n t .............. ) 35,000

S t o r a g e  B a r n ......................................... 100,000

W a t e r  & S e w e r  D e v e l o p m e n t .......................  20,0 0 0

F o r e s t  O p e n i n g s ..................................... 13,000

P r o j e ct  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ...........................  2 0 6, 0 0 0

T O T A L  1 , 7 50,000

S e c t i o n  2_. A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  the G e n e r a l  Fund to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of fisli and G a m e  for a study, w h i c h  w o u l d  e x a m i n e  the p o s­

si b i l i t i e s  of e x p a n d i n g  tourist f a c i l i t i e s  at the range.

S e c t i o n  3 . A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 6 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  the G e n e r a l  Fund tr the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  for the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of timber sales 

and fire sup pr e s s i o n .  I n c l u d e s  a t im b e r  inventory.

S e c t i o n  4 . P r o v i d e s  an e f f e c t i v e  d ate of J u l y  1, 1984.

II. C o m p a r i s o n  of HB 552 and CS HB 552.

T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  is that the H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  to 

the b i l l  d e l e t e s  S e c t i o n  3 of the o r i g i n a l  bill. T h i s  s e c t i o n  a p p r o p r i­

ated $ 2 7 0 , 0 0 0  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a b i s o n  d r i f t  b a r r i e r  (fence).

JOHN  R IN G S T A D . c o -c h a ir m a n  
R IC H A R D  S H U L T Z .  CO -CHAIRMAN 

POUCH V 
JU N E A U .  A LA SKA  99811 

( 9 0 7 ) 465.3715



f’ O Box 74440

BAN U'O Cuslim.in Street t't07t -ISJ 1105

February 17, 1984

Representative Jolin Ringstad 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear John:

The Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce supports the bison bills now before the 
legislature. They are SB 537 and SB 338 by Moss in the Senate and HB 551 
and HB 552 by Shultz in the House.

'Hie bills are carefully tailored to allevieate the problems associated with 
the Delta bison herd. Bison are grazing animals and need grass type forage 
to prosper. The bison range is predominantly a forest area and needs to be 
manipulated to support the bison or they will continue to wander onto area 
farms causing crop and property damage and creating hazzards to equipment 
and people on the highway. Further, the welfare of the bison will be im­
proved if the range is improved as they will not find it necessary to cross 
the Alaska Highway in search of food.

The apparent benefits if the bison bills are passed include:

1. Improved welfare of the herd.
2. Decreased crop and equipment damage on farms.
3. Reduced hazzard to people and equipment on the highway.
4. Improved tourist and sight-seeing activity.
5. Improved habitat for moose, grouse and bear.

We urge your support for these bills. If you have any questions, please give 
me a call.

Best ncrsonal recards.

cc: Senator Pappy Moss
Representative Richard Shultz
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Introduced: 1/30/84
Referred-:'* Resources and 
Finance

F undinR Information 
General Fund $2,090,000 
O ther Funds -U-

$2,090,000

1 IN THE HOUSE BY SHULTZ

2 H O US E  B ILL NO. 552

3 IN THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 T HIRTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

5 A  B ILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act ma k i n g  special appropriations for development

7 of the Delta J u n c t i o n  b ison range and construction of

8 a bison herd drift barrier; and pro v i di n g  for an

9 effective date."

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

11 * Section 1. Subject to AS 37.25.020, the sum of $1,750,000 is appro-

12 priated from the general fund to the Department of Fish and Game for com-

13 pletion of the Delta Junction bison range development program.

14 * Sec. 2. Subject to AS 37.25.010, the sum of $10,000 is appropriated

15 from the general fund to the Department of Fish and Game to conduct a study

16 for planning an expansion of tourist v i e w i n g  facilities at the Delta Junc-

17 tion bison range.

18 * Sec. 3. Subject to AS 37.25.020, the sum of $270,000 is appropriated

19 from the general fund to the Al a s k a  Agricultural Action Council (AS 44.33.-

20 450) for the construction of a bison drift barrier along the southern

21 boundary of the Delta Agriculture Project.

22 * Sec. 4. Subject to AS 37.25.020, the sum of $60,000 is appropriated

23 from the general fund to the Department of Natural Resources, di v i s i o n  of

24 forestry, for the administration of timber sales on the Delta Junction

25 bison range and fire suppression activities associated wit h  required burn-

26 ing on the range.

27 * Sec. 5, This Act takes effect July 1, 1984

I - HB 552





flasket jiiate |Gegislaturs
H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  

COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES

J O H N  R IN G S T A D ,  CO -CHA IRMAN 
R IC H A R D  S H U L T Z .  CO -CHA IRMAN 

POUCH V  
J U N E A U ,A L A S K A  9981 I 

(907) 465-3713

To: R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  

From: C o m m i t t e e  Staff 

D ate: F e b r u a r y  7, 19b4

Re: H B  552, a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  fo r  the D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s on  R a n g e

T h i s  act m a k e s  s e v e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  and p r o v i d e s  fo r  an e f f e c t i v e  date.

I. S e c t i o n a l  A n a lysis.

S e c t i o n  1. A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 1 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  the G e n e r a l  fun d  to the 

D e p t ,  of F i s h  and G a m e  for:

C l e a r i n g ..............................................  4 3 8 , 0 0 0

B e r m  R e m o v a l ......................................... 9 2 , 4 0 0

F o r a ge  P l a n t i n g ..................................... 6 1 6 , 0 0 0

P r e s c r i b e d  B u r n i n g ................................. 110, 0 0 0

Roads & T r a i l s ......................................  5 , 0 0 0

B i s o n  V i e w i n g  F a c i l i t i e s ........................  5 , 0 0 0

P l a n t i n g  & M a i n t e n a n c e  E q u i p m e n t .............. 1 3 5, 0 0 0

S tora g e  B a r n ......................................... 100,000

W a t e r  & S e w e r  D e v e l o p m e n t .......................  2 0 , 0 0 0

Fo r e s t  O p e n i n g s ..................................... 13,000

Proj e c t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ...........................  2 0 6 , 0 0 0

T O T A L  1 , 750,000

S e c t i o n  2_. A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  the G e n e r a l  Fund to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of fish and G a m e  for a study, w h i c h  w o u l d  e x a m i n e  the p o s­

si b i l i t i e s  of e x p a n d i n g  t o ur i s t  f a c i l i t i e s  at the range.

S e c t i o n  3 . A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 6 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  the G e n e r a l  F und to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  P 'sources for the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t i m b e r  saler 

and fire suppression. I n c l u d e s  a ti m b e r  i n ventory.

S e c t i o n  4 . P r o v i d e s  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of J u l y  1, 1984.

II. C o m p a r i s o n  of HB 552 and CS HB 552.

T h e  d i ff e r e n c e  is that the H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  to 

the b i l l  deletes S e c t i o n  3 of the o r i g i n a l  bill. T h i s  s e c t i o n  a p p r o p r i­

ated $270, 0 0 0  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a b i s o n  d r i f t  b a rr i e r  (fence).



D E LT A  FISH GAME 
ADVISOR/ COMMITTEE DELTA JUNCTION ALASKA

W 3 7

BOX 1 0 8 2

J a n u a r y  26, 1 9 8 4

S e n a t o r  B e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p ,  C h a i r  

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e 

A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p :

T h e  b u f f a l o  n e e d  a  home of t h e i r  o w n  t o  roam! T h e  D e l t a  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  A d v i s o r y  

C o m m i t t e e  u r g e s  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  t o  g i v e  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  S e n a t e  B i l l s  

33 7  a n d  338 t h a t  w o u l d  s olve t h e  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  b i s o n .

T h i s  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  bee n v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in b i s o n  s i n c e  w e  b e c a m e  a c t i v e  y e a r s  

ago. S i n c e  t h a t  time, w e  h a v e  s e e n  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e  i n t e n s i f y ,  

a n d  s p i l l  over, a t  times, i n t o  a s h o o t i n g  war. W e  h a v e  s e e n  a d o z e n  d e a d  bis' \ 

s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  a f ie l d  a f t e r  h a v i n g  e a t e n  u n c o v e r e d  f e r t i li z e r .  T h e n  too, w e  h a v e  

o b s e r v e d  the b i s o n  d e c imate t h e  f a r m  p r o f i t s  o f  h a r d - w o r k i n g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n .

T h e s e  t w o  b i l l s  o f f e r  the f i r s t  r e a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  w e  h a v e  s ee n  in y e a r s  of o b s e r v a t i o n  

f o r  a l a s t i n g  pe a c e .  T h e y  o f f e r  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h o u t  th e  t h r e a t  of l o s s e s  j u s t  a t  the m o m e n t  of ga i n .

T h e y  o f f e r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  the b i s o n  h e r d  t o  c o n t i n u e  f r e e - r a n g i n g  o n  land 

t h a t  is s e t a s i d e  for them a n d  the  p e o p l e  t h a t  e n j o y  them.

T h a n k  you f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,
i i

D e a n  W. C u m m i n g s

C h a i r m a n

8 9 5 - 4 6 1 9

cc: S e n a t o r  M o s s

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Shultz 

F a i r b a n k s  d e l e g a t i o n





The purpose of HB 553 is to allow the D irector of the D ivision of A g ricu ltu re , 
Department of Natural Resources, to accept "hu lless" barley as collateral to 
secure a loan made under the A laska Grain Reserve  Program.

" o  b rie fly  recap the Grain Reserve Program - th is loan program was established 
last session to g ive grain farm ers a two y e a r , state-funded k an program to 
encourage increased production. It allows DNR to loan up to 90% of the USDA 
target price for the grain offered as co llateral, and graded nurrber 4 or better.
To limit the program to two seasons, the grain has to have been grown in 1983 
or 1984.

Hulless barley is a hardy and heavy stra in  p articu la rly  well-suited to northern 
latitudes such as A la ska 's . B u t , because it is not commonly grown in the l ower 
48, the USDA has no grading standards for it , and it Hoes not, consequen .'y , 
qualify  for the loan program. However, it does constitute a sign ificant portion 
of the barley crop , and as hog production in the state increases, the production 
of hulless barley is expected to increase commensurately.

The  proposed committee substitute is intended to accomplish two th ing s:

1. It specifies "hu lless b a rley " , ra ther than the broad "grain that is 
not graded" of the orig ina l;

2. It requ ires that the commissioner of DNR approve the conditions 
under which hulless barley will be accepted.



STATE OF ALASKA 1984 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
FISCAL NOTE

iftevision Date: I

REQUEST ~  FISCAL DETAIL
Bi 11 /Resolution No.: C S H B  553 (RESftgency Affected: N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s
Title: G r a i n  R e s e r v e  P r o g r a m  Program Category Affected:
______________A m e n d m e n t s ________ __ A g r i c u l t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t _______
Sponsor: S c h u l t z  8RU, Program or $ubprogram(s) Affected:
Requestor:___________________________________ A g r i c u l t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t _______

-

Date of Request: 2-6 - 8 4

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89

OPERATING
100 PERSONAL SERVICES

200 TRAVEL

300 CONTRACTUAL

k00 SUPtv.irS
500 EQUirrtENT

600 LAND I STRUCTURES
700 CRANTS, CLAIMS

LOO MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -n- _0- - 0- . -0-

I CAPITAL -o- -0- -0- -0- - #

i REVENUE - 0 - - li­ -0- -0- -0-
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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
TO:

FROM:

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R i c h a r d  S h u l t z  
C o - C h a i r m a n
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e

S h a r o n  B a r t o n  
S p e c i a l  Assisi^fht 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

DATE: 

FILE NO: 

TELEPHONE NO: 

SUBJECT:

F e b r u a r y  7, 1984

D N R  P r o p o s e d  
A m e n d m e n t s  - HB  553

As y o u  k n o w ,  t h e  G r a i n  R e s e r v e  P r o g r a m  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1983 
to m a k e  l o a n s  for c r o p s  g r o w n  in t h e  1983 a n d  1984 sea s o n s .
T h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  h a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  
r e c o m m e n d e d  to t h e  G o v e r n o r  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m  b e  e x t e n d e d  at 
l e a s t  t h r o u g h  1987. H e  f u r t h e r  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  fu n d  be 
c o n v e r t e d  to a r e v o l v i n g  a c c o u n t  t o  r e d u c e  o r  e l i m i n a t e  the 
n e c e s s i t y  o f  r e q u e s t i n g  a n n u a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the fund.
T h e  G o v e r n o r  a d o p t e d  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  as p a r t  o f  his 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o g r a m .

As  s p o n s o r  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  D N R  r e q u e s t s  y o u r  
a s s i s t a n c e  in e f f e c t i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s .  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  w e  a s k  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the f o l l o w i n g  
a d d i t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  C S  HB 553 ( R e s o u r c e s ) :

1. A S  0 3 . 1 2 . 0 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

A l a s k a  g r a i n  r e s e r v e  r e v o l v i n g  l o a n  fund. T h e  A l a s k a  
g r a i n  r e s e r v e  r e v o l v i n g  l o a n  f u n d  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in 
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  for the p u r p o s e  o f  f i n a n c i n g  l o ans 
m a d e  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  T h e  f u n d  c o n s i s t s  of 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m a d e  t o  it b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e *  
r e p a y m e n t s  o f  p r i n c i p a l  a n d  a c c r u e d  i n t e r e s t  on l o ans 
m a d e  f r o m  the iTund.

2. A S  0 3 . 1 2 . 2 0 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(3) "fund" m e a n s  the A l a s k a  g r a i n  r e s e r v e  r e v o l v i n g  
lo a n  fund.

3. Sec. 3-5 1983 S L A  C h  100 a r e  r e p e a l e d .

W i t h  y o u r  a p p r o v a l , w e  w i l l  o f f e r  t h e s e  a m e n d m e n t s  in the 
H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  t o d a y  at 3:00 p.m.

02-0 01A  (Rev. 10/79)



STATE OF ALASKA 1984 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
FISCAL NOTE

Revis ion Oate:

REQUEST ~  FISCAL DETAIL
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IN THE H O U S E ----------------------- BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 576 (Resources)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to a grant of state land to the City

of Whittier."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. It is the finding of the legisla­

ture in enacting sec. 2 of this Act that the City of Whittier is uniquely

lacking in available private land. The legislature seeks to correct this 

situation by providing a grant of land to the City of Whittier that the 

state had planned to offer for private ownership.

* Sec. 2. (a) The commissioner of natural resources shall grant 600

acres of state land to the City of Whittier. The grant shall include no

less than 400 acres of state land from Shotgun Cove and no less than 200

acres from the Whittier Subdivision.

(b) As used in (a) of this section,

(1) "Shotgun Cove" means land within sections 11, 14, 15, and

16, Township 8 North, Range 5 East, Seward Meridian;

(2) "Whittier Subdivision" means land within sections 8, 9, and 

18, Township 8 North, Range 5 East, Seward Meridian.

(c) Except for land retained by the City of Whittier for critical

public purposes, land conveyed to the city under this section and not sold

within 10 years of the enactment of this Act reverts to the state unless 

the commissioner of natural resources finds that the City of Whittier has 

diligently prepared for a sale of the land. If the commissioner finds that 

the city has diligently prepared for a sale of the land, the commissioner 

may extend the deadline for a period determined proper by the commissioner.

-1- C S H B  5 7 6 (Res)





R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 1 - 1 9 - 3 4

A  R e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
a c t  t o  c o n v e y  c e r t a i n  l a n d s  to t h e  C i t y  of 
Wh i t t i e r .

W H E R E A S : W h i t t i e r  h a s  an e x t r e m e l y  l i m i t e d  l a n d  b a s e  t o  e n a b l e
f u t u r e  c o m m u n i t y ' g r o w t h ,  ( w ith e x c e p t i o n  o f  s c v e r a L  
s n a i l  t r a c t s  of  l a n d  l e s s  t h a n  f i f t e e n  a c r e s ) .  A l l  
a v a i l a b l e  l a n d s  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  o r  a r e  in t h e  h a n d s  
a n d  r e s t r i c t i v e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  o r  

U.S. A r m y , a n d

W H E R E A S :  T h e  C i t y  n e e d s  to h a v e  m a x i m u m  p o s s i b l e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  the
r e m a i n i n g  d e v e l o p a b l e  l a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a n y  g r o w t h ,  a n d

W H E R E A S :  T h e  o n l y  l a n d  b a s e  t h e  C i t y  h a s  is l a n d s  p u r c h a s e d  from;'
t h e  G S A  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  A r m y  t e r m i n a t e d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  
in t h e  a r e a ,  a n d  .

W H E R E A S :  T h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  is p l a n n i n g  a:
l a n d  d i s p o s a l  o f  t w o  t r a c t s  o f  l and, (the o n l y  d e v e l o p­
a b l e  l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  l i m i t s )  in a m a n n e r  t h a t  
w o u l d  t a k e  t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  l a n d s  a n d  p u t  t h a t  l a n d  in 
t h e  h a n d s  o f  s p e c u l a t o r s ,  a n d

W H E R E A S :  T h e  C i t y  h a s  a M a s t e r  P l a n  f o r  a P l a n n e d  C o m m u n i t y  in
t h e  a r e a s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a n d  d i s p o s a l ,

NOW T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a c t  to
t r a n s f e r  t h d s e  l a n d s  to t h e  C i t y  o f  W h i t t i e r  to d e v e l o p  
i n t o  a P l a n n e d  C o m m u n i t y  t o  e n h a n c e  the H a r b o r  a r e a s  
a n d  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  G a t e w a y  to  P r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d .

PASSED A N D  A P P R O V E D  b y  a d u l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  q u o r u m  o f  t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  o f  W h i t t i e r ,  A l a s k a  t h i s  / d a y  o f

Q/trVJj’t'/' ' 1 9 8 4  . J......

z r e r

ATTEST:

? ity clerk'



C O M M IT 'EES  vvmip :-«« ; i

Cna —r a i — H oust B e s : . -:es 
C c r-m f.ff 

a”Tai — reaa Bucpf C.fs 
C c T T i i i j e e  

- c e r  — H ouse S;a:e a ' - i  •1
COT — Finar.cs £ . r  C c ^ - v e e

■fau -  r'rz'i 
■ ■'f 5"

bruise of Hrprrscntatitics Iff
■ s:• i 9?"T

D ic k S h u l t z

D e c e m b e r  13. I D S 3

Ms. M a r g a r e t  J. Hayes, D i s tr i c t  M a n a g e r  

A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of Natural R e s ou r c e s  

D i v i s i o n  o f  Land Manag e m e n t 

5601 C Street., T ouch 7-005 

Anch o r a ge ,  A l a s k a  99510

D ea r  Ms. llnyes,

As yo u  m a y  or maj not be aware, I have, as C o - C h a i r m a n  o f  the H o u s e  

R e s o u r c e s  Commi t t e e ,  been a constant and ou t s p o k e n  critic o f  Alaska's 

Land Disposal efforts. As a rural legislator, 1 h a v e  seen lands opened 

and u l t i m a t e l y  placed in the hands o f  people from far o u t s i d e  the area 

in which the lands are located. This creates a m u l t i t u d e  of problems 

for the local community, inc l u di n g  a lack of p l a n n i n g  a b i l i t y  ciiue to the 

fact that m u c h  of this land is a c q u i r e d  lor speculation. A d d i tionally, 

t hose lands w h i c h  are oc c u p i e d  put strong dema n d s on local resources for 

the p r o v i s i o n  of services such as roads and power.

The C i t y  o f  W h i t t i e r  is u n i q u e  to all o f  Alaska. W h i t t i e r  has 

v i r t u a l l y  N O  LAND B A S E and what little land t h e y  do have has already 

been d e v e l o p e d  or is in th e h ands o f  the State, the U.S. A r m y  oi the 

D e p o r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  (for the Alaska Railroad). Even i_f the 

S tate w e r e  to a c q u i r e  the railroad, this would hav e  little effect on 

W h i t t c r ' s  ability to d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  own destiny.

I S T R O N G L Y  support W h i t t i e r ' s  requ e s t  to h a v e  all lands within th e  

W h i t t i e r  S u b d i v i s i o n  and all r e m a i n i n g  lands in S h o t g u n  Cov e  t ra n s f e r r e d  

to C i t y  o w n e r s h i p . A  m u n icipal Ijnd disposal p r o g r a m  w ould be in the 

best i n t e re s t s  of all c o ncerned, i n c l u d i ng  the State, as it would o l l o w 

f or zoning, road development, power, etc.

P l e a s e  feel free to contact me should you have q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  

m y  p o s i t i o n  on Land Disposals; in general, or c o n c e r n i n g  W h i t t i e r  in 

particular.

D S / b h : A 2 3

cc: 1.) E s t h e r  Wunnicke, C o m m i s s i o n e r

Dept, o f  Natural Resources

2 . ) itv M a n a g e r  

C i t y  of W h i t t i e r

S i n c e r e l y

D I C K  SHULTZ 

D i s t ri c t  17



S e p t e m b e r  15, 1983

M a r g a r e t  J. H a y e s  
D i s t r i c t  M a n a g e r  
S t a t e  of A l a s k a
D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
D i v i s i o n  of  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  
3601 C S t r e e t ,  P o u c h  7 -005 
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 510

D e a r  Ms. Hayes,

You h a v e  a s k e d  for c o m m e n t s  on the p r o p o s e d  d i s p o s a l  of l a n d s  in 
our area.

The C i t y  of W h i t t i e r  a g r e e s  t h a t  the l a n d s  in b o t h  S h o t g u n  C o v e  
and W h i t t i e r  S u b d i v i s i o n  s h o u l d  be put in h a n d s  of d e v e l o p e r s  so 
W h i t t i e r  wil.. h a v e  a c h a n c e  to e x p a n d  and b e c o m e  a p l a n n e d  c o m m u n i t y .

A ll l ands in q u e s t i o n  are w i t h i n  the C i t y  l i m i t s  of W h i t t i e r  and 
fall w i t h i n  o u r  p l a n n i n g  e f f o r t s .  W h i t t i e r  has an  e x t r e m e l y  l i m i t e d  
land b a s e  to e n a b l e  f u t u r e  c o m m u n i t y  g r o w t h .  A l l  a v a i l a b l e  la n d  
in the C i t y  c o r e  ar e a  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  o r  a r e  in the h a n d s  
of the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  or  U.S. Army.

T he C i t y  n e e d s  to ha v e  m a x i m u n  c o n t r o l  o v e r  the r e m a i n i n g  l a nds 
in o u r  c i t y  l i m i t s  to p l a n  the d i r e c t i o n  for f u t u r e  growth.

T h e  C i t y  r e q u e s t s  that all l a n d s  w i t h i n  the W h i t t i e r  S u b d i v i s i o n  
and all r e m a i n i n g  l ands in S h o t g u n  C o v e  be  t r a n s f e r e d  to C i t y  
o w n e r s h i p .  T h e  C i t y  w o u l d  t h e n  be a b l e  to  e s t a b l i s h  a m u n i c i p a l  
land d i s p o s a l  p r o g r a m  t o  g u i d e  dis p o s a l  of t h e s e  lands.

If the C i t y  h a d  o w n e r s h i p  of t h e s e  lauds, the C i t y  w o u l d  be in a 
p o s i t i o n  to d e t e r m i n e  t h e  t e n a n c y ,  size, a n d  n a t u r e s  of the la n d  
d i s p o s a l s  a n d  w o u l d  be a b l e  to u s e  r e v e n u e s  g e n e r a t e d  t h r o u g h  
l a n d  d i s p o s a l s  to h e l p  o f f s e t  t h e  c o s t  of p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e  to 
t h e s e  a r e a s  l i k e  r o a d  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  u t i l i t i e s ,  p o l i c e ,  a n d  fire 
protect ion.

T h e  C i t y  r e q u e s t s :

1. L a n d s  i d e n t i f i e d  for d i s p o s a l  in t h e s e  two a r e a s  be 
t r a n s f e r r e d  to o w n e r s h i p  of the C i t y  of  W h i t t i e r .

^  P 0 . Box 60S Whittier, Alaska 99693 (907) 4 72-2327



2. L a n d s  to be d i s p o s e d  of in the two a r e a s  c o m p l y  w i t h  
all a p p l i c a b l e  z o n i n g  and p l a n n i n g  p o w e r s  of the C i t y  
of W h i t t i e r .

T h e  C i t y  of Whi t t i e r ' s  request for o w n e r s h i p  of t h e s e  l a nds sho u l d  
r e c e i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e c a u s e  of W h i t t i e r s  r a t h e r  u n i q u e  h i s t o r y  
of a t t e m p t i n g  t o  o b t a i n  a la n d  base.

T h e  o n l y  l a n d s  o w n e d  b y  the C i t y  of W h i t t i e r  w e r e - o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  
p u r c h a s e  of G S A  e x c e s s  p r o p e r t y  at the ti m e  of the A r m y ' s  t e r m i n­
at i o n  of i n t e r e s t  in the area.

T h e  C i t y  h a s - n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  a M u n i c i p a l  E n t i t l e m e n t  of l a nds in 
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  or a n n e x a t i o n  and to d a t e  has n e v e r  
r e c e i v e d  a n y  e n t i t l e m e n t  f r o m  the State.

Y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in the a b o v e  m a t t e r  w i l l  be a p p r e c i a t e d .  

S i n c e r e l y ,

/  Paul M u l l e n i x  
/ C i t y  M a n a g e r



Ms. Hayes.
S ep te mber 2$, 1983
Pace 2

M c G r a t h  A r e a

T h e  D i v i s i o n  of M u n i c i p a l  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A s s i s t a n c e  has b e e n  
w o r k i n g  w i t h  the C i t y  of M c G r a t h  an d o t he r c o m m u n i t i e s  a lo ng  
the Upper K u s k o k w i m  in r e s p o n s e  to th eir  c o n c e r n  ab out  
c o o r d i n a t i n g  on  i s s u e s  of m u t u a l  i nt e r e s t .  W i t h  them, we are 
in the e a r l y  s t a g e s  of. d e v e l o p i n g  a r e g i o n a l  s t r a t e g y  for the 
a r e a  w h i c h  w o u l d  a d d r e s s ,  a m o n g  o th er  thin gs,  land  u i s p o s a l s  
and  o t he r land  m a n a g e m e n t  d e c i s i o n s .  As the p r o j e c t  b e c o m e s  
f u l l y  o p e r a t i o n a l ,  the  s t r a t e g y  e f f o r t  ma y  p r o v i d e  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  for D N R  to o b t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  i n p u t  on the d i s p o s a l  
a r ea s a n d  to b e n e f i t  f r o m  a m o r e  c o o r d i n a t e d  r e g i o n a l  r e s p o n s e  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  to S t a t e  l a n d s  a nd  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  d e c i s i o n s .  
T h i s  w o u l d  s e e m  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  if D N R  i n i t i a t e s  an Up per  
K u s k o k w i m  B a s in  P l a n  in FY 84 - 85 .

R e g a r d l e s s  of the p r o g r e s s  of this  p l a n n i n g  ef f o r t ,  we w o u l d  
like to s t r e s s  the  i m p o r t a n c e  of p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  to r e v i e w  
d i s p o s a l  p r o j e c t s .  A l t h o u g h  there has b e e n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
i n t e r e s t  in S t a t e  l a n d  d i s p o s a l s  in M c G r a t h ,  t h e r e  have a ls o 
be e n a n u m b e r  of c o n c e r n s  e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  the area. T h e r e  
sh o u l d  be a m p l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  for l o ca l input.

W h i t t i e r  A r e a

For the p a s t  y e a r ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  has b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  the C i t y  
of W h i t t i e r  to d e v e l o p  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  plan. D e v e l o p m e n t  of 
the p l a n  has i n v o l v e d  f r e q u e n t  d i s c u s s i o n s  on f u t u r e  la n d use 
w i t h  the W h i t t i e r  P l a n n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n ,  C i t y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and 
lo cal r e s i d e n t s .  The  p la n,  p r o j e c t e d  to be s u b m i t t e d  to the 
W h i t t i e r  C i t y  C o u n c i l  for a d o p t i o n  by O c t o b e r ,  1983, wi l l 
p r o v i d e  d i r e c t i o n  on f u t u r e  l a n d  use. Th e c o m m e n t s  o f f e r e d  
b e l o w  o n l y  r e f l e c t  p o l i c i e s  i d e n t i f i e d  in the d r a f t  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n  a n d  c o n c e r n s  e x p r e s s e d  by W h i t t i e r  r e s i d e n t s  
du r i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  of th e plan. Th e c o m m e n t s  do not r e fl ec t 
formal a c t i o n  t a k e n  by the C i t y  C o u nc i l.

A l l la nd s w i t h i n  the p r o p o s e d  W h i t t i e r  S u b d i v i s i o n  d i s p o s a l  and 
the m a j o r i t y  of and  p o t e n t i a l l y  all la nd  w i t h i n  the S h o t g u n  
C o v e  d i s p o s a l  are w i t h i n  W h i t t i e r ' s  m u n i c i p a l  b o u n d a r i e s .  Th e 
Poe Bay d i s p o s a l  is a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 1/2 - 4 m i l e s  ea s t of 
W h i t t i e r ' s  m u n i c i p a l  b o u n d a r i e s .  A l t h o u g h  the C i t y  is 
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  s e r v i c e  d e l i v e r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  i m p a c t s  
on the C i t y  f r o m  the P o e  Bay d i s p o s a l ,  the m a j o r i t y  of c o n c e r n  
is f o c u s e d  on the W h i t t i e r  S u b d i v i s i o n  an d S h o t g u n  Cove 
d i s po sa ls .

Wi t h the e x c e p t i o n  of l a n d s  in the S h o t g u n  C o v e  an d S e c t i o n  18 
a r e a s  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  500 acres) that ha v e b e e n  s e l e c t e d  by 

C h u g a c h  R e g i o n a l  N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  l and s i d e n t i f i e d  by DNR
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for d i s p o s a l  c o m p r i s e  v i r t u a l l y  all r e m a i n i n g  l a nd s w i t h i n  
W h i t t i e r ' s  m u n i c i p a l  b o u n d a r i e s  that a r e  s u i t a b l e  for 
r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  As such* the C i t y  is v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  
tha t m a x i m u m  b e n e f i c i a l  us e of this l i m i t e d  l a n d  b a s e  o cc u r s  to 
e n a b l e  d e s i r e d  c o m m u n i t y  e x p a n s i o n .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  r e c o m m e n d s  
th a t the f o l l o w i n g  i s s u e s / a c t i o n s  r e c e i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  for an y  
la n d d i s p o s a l s  w i t h i n  W h i t t i e r ' s  m u n i c i p a l  b o u n d a r i e s .

As i n d i c a t e d ,  W h i t t i e r  has  an e x t r e m e l y  l i m i t e d  l a n d  b as e to 
e n a b l e  f u t u r e  c o m m u n i t y  gr ow th . W i t h  the e x c e p t i o n  of s e ve ra l 
s na il  tr a c t s  of land  (less than 15 a c r e s ) ,  all  a v a i l a b l e  l an ds 
in the W h i t t i e r  co re  a r e a  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  or are un de r the 
r e s t r i c t i v e  o w n e r s h i p  of the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d .  In a dd it i o n ,  the 
m a j o r i t y  of la n d w i t h i n  W h i t t i e r ' s  b o u n d a r i e s  is u n s u i t a b l e  for 
d e v e l o p m e n t  b e c a u s e  of e x t r e m e l y  s t e e p  s l o p e s ,  p o o r  soils, po or  
d r a i n a g e ,  an d g l a c i a t i o r .  T h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r s c o r e  the need  
for the C i t y  to h a v e  max;. ..urn p o s s i b l e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  the 
r e m a i n i n g  la n d b a s e  to p r o v i d e  a v e n u e s  for f u t u r e  growth.

To a s s i s t  in a c c o m p l i s h i n g  this go al, we u n d e r s t a n d  the City  
i n t e n d s  to r e qu e st  that the S t a t e  t r a n s f e r  o w n e r s h i p  of lands 
w i t h i n  the W h i t t i e r  S u b d i v i s i o n  and S h o t g u n  C o v e  d i s p o s a l s  to 
the City. If this t r a n s f e r  w e r e  to oc cur , the C i t y  w o u l d  be 
a b l e  to e s t a b l i s h  a m u n i c i p a l  land  d i s p o s a l  p r o g r a m  to g u i d e  
d i s p o s a l  of t hes e lands. T h r o u g h  o w n e r s h i p  of t h e s e  lands, the 
C i t y  c o u l d  b e s t  d e t e r m i n e  timing, s i z e  a nd  n a t u r e  of the land 
d i s p o s a l s  and w o u l d  be a b l e  to use r e v e n u e s  g e n e r a t e d  th ro ugh  
m u n i c i p a l  land  d i s p o s a l s  to h e l p  o f f s e t  f u t u r e  c o s t s  of 
p r o v i d i n g  m u n i c i p a l  s e r v i c e s  to t hes e ar ea s,  e.g., road 
m a i n t e n a n c e ,  u t i l i t i e s  an d  fire  p r o t e c t i o n .

W h i t t i e r  it; ver y c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  the p o t e n t i a l  f u t u r e  co st s to 
the Ci y for p r o v i d i n g  m u n i c i p a l  s e r v i c e s  to t h e se  areas, and 
is p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n e d  that o f f e r i n g  v i r t u a l l y  all 
d e v e l o p a b l e  l a nd s  t h r o u g h  th ese  two s i m u l t a n e o u s  d i s p o s a l s  will 
s e v e r e l y  r e s t r i c t  the C i t y ' s  a b i l i t y  to a c c o m m o d a t e  fu tur e 
gr o wth . The  t i m i n g  of t h e s e  two d i s p o s a l s  m a y  e n c o u r a g e  
s p e c u l a t i v e  and s e a s o n a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  as c u rr en t 
h o u s i n g ,  c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  d e m a n d s  ma y  
no t r e q u i r e  d i s p o s a l  of this  a m o u n t  of a c r e a g e  in 1986 to 
a c c o m m o d a t e  e x i s t i n g  nee ds . The C i t y ' s  g o a l  is to e s t a b l i s h  
s i n g l e  f a m i l y  y e a r - r o u n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  as the p r i m a r y  
u s e  for t h e s e  ar eas , and  W h i t t i e r  is not  s u r e  this i n t e r e s t  
w i l l  be a c c o m m o d a t e d  by the p r o p o s e d  d i s p o s a l s .

T h e  o n l y  l a nd s o w n e d  by the C i t y  w e r e  o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  
m u n i c i p a l  p u r c h a s e  of G S A  e x c e s s  p r o p e r t y  w h e n  the U.S. Army 
t e r m i n a t e d  its i n t e r e s t s  in the W h i t t i e r  a r ea . T h e  City  
c o n d u c t e d  a m u n i c i p a l  bo nd  sa le  to g e n e r a t e  s u f f i c i e n t  r e v e n u e s  
to p u r c h a s e  t h e se  l a n d s  in the W h i t t i e r  co re . In the
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m i d - 1 9 7 0 ' s ,  the C i t y  a n n e x e d  l a n d s  east  of the co re  (in cluding 
the m a j o r i t y  of land  w i t h i n  t he se  tw o d i s p o s a l s )  in an a tt emp t 
to p r o v i d e  m o r e  l a n ds  for c o m m u n i t y  gr o w t h .  H o w ev er , the City  
d i d  not  r e c e i v e  a m u n i c i p a l  e n t i t l e m e n t  of l a n d s  in c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  this a n n e x a t i o n  and to date, has r e c e i v e d  no m u n i c i p a l  
e n t i t l e m e n t s  f r o m  the St at e.  T h e  o n l y  l a n d s  p r o j e c t e d  to be 
t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  the S.tate to the m u n i c i p a l i t y  'are 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  100- a c r e s  in the S h o t g u n  C o v e  a r e a  and  these 
l a n d s ' c o n t a i n  a c o v e n a n t  r e s t r i c t i n g  use of p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  
r e l a t e d  to the p r o p o s e d  S h o t g u n  Cove  s m a l l  b o a t  harbor. In 
a d d i t i o n ,  W h i t t i e r  does not h a v e  a N a t i v e  v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n  
in its area. If a v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n  w e r e  in Wh it ti er , 
14( c )( 3)  p r o v i s i o n s  of A N C S A  w o u l d  m a n d a t e  t r a n s f e r  of a 
m a x i m u m  of 1,280 a c r e s  to the m u n i c i p a l i t y .  In short, W h i t t i e r  
ha s  n eve r r e c e i v e d  any  l a n d  e n t i t l e m e n t s  and  has v i r t u a l l y  no 
l a n d s  a v a i l a b l e  to it to e n c o u r a g e  or a c c o m m o d a t e  c o m m u n i t y  

ex p a n s i o n .

As a s e c o n d  o v e r a l l  co n ce rn , the D i v i s i o n  s u p p o r t s  use of the 
a d o p t e d  W h i t t i e r  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  Plan, L a n d  Use Plan, and Zoning 
O r d i n a n c e  as g u i d e s  for land  d i s p o s a l s  in the W h i t t i e r  
S u b d i v i s i o n  and  S h o t g u n  C o v e  areas, w h e t h e r  or not the land is 
t r a n s f e r r e d  to the City. At p r e s e n t ,  t h e s e  a r ea s are 
d e s i g n a t e d  as R-l and R-2 zones. The  R-l  zo ne  a l l o w s  s in g l e  
f a m i l y  h o m e s  on 3- a c r e  m i n i m u m  siz e lots. The  R-2 zone al low s 
s i n g l e  f a m i l y  h o m e s  on 1 1/2 a c r e  m i n i m u m  s i z e  lots or c l us te r 
d e v e l o p m e n t  of two ho me s on 2 a c r e  m i n i m u m  s i z e  lots. Th e Ci ty  
r e c o g n i z e s  that h i g h e r  d e n s i t y  ma y be n e c e s s a r y  in the future, 
but p r e f e r s  this d e n s i t y  c.t p r e se nt .  C o n c e r n s  with de n s i t y  are 
b e s t  a d d r e s s e d  at the l o c a l  level. T h e  D i v i s i o n  r e q u e s t s  that 
D N R  r e c o g n i z e  the a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of C i t y  p l a n s  and o r d i n a n c e s  cn 
l a n d  us e  and d e n s i t y  w i t h i n  the m u n i c i p a l  b o u n d a r i e s

ed the 
feet in

le W h i t t i e r  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  dr aft  has a l s o  i den tif i 
•s ir abi li ty of a l a n d w a r d  b u f f e r  zo ne  a m i n i m u m  of 50 

w i d t h  f r o m  the m e a n  high w a t er  level. T h i s  b uf f e r  zone w ou ld 
e n a b l e  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  to the c o a s t ) i n e  in all  areas. The 
D i v i s i o n  r e q u e s t s  this C i t y  d r a f t  p o l i c y  r e c e i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

in DNR  * s d i s p o s a l  pla ns .

C o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  a l s o  be g i v e n  to s c h e d u l i n g  the W h i t t i e r  
S u b d i v i s i o n  d i s p o s a l  b e f o r e  the S h o t g u n  C o v e  d is p o s a l .  Ac c es s  
to mu ch  of the W h i t t i e r  S u b d i v i s i o n  d i s p o s a l  is a v a i l a b l e  at 
p r e s e n t  via  the u n c o m p l e t e d  S h o t g u n  C o v e  road  and w o u l d  
f a c i l i t a t e  its d e v e l o p m e n t  as a r e s i d e n t i a l  area. Ac ce s s  to 
th e S h o t g u n  C o v e  d i s p o s a l  ar ea  at p r e s e n t  is p o s s i b l e  o n l y  by 
boat, a l t h o u g h  road a c c e s s  ma y be p o s s i b l e  in the fi: -e with
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the S h o t g u n  C o v e  road. T i m i n g  of the S ho t gu n 
C o v e  d i s p o s a l  sh o u l d  be c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  c o m p l e t i o n  of the 
p r o p o s e d  S h o t g u n  C o v e  s m a l l  b o a t  h a r b o r  an d  road project •.
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In s u m m a r y ,  the D i v i s i o n  r e q u e s t s  that the f o l l o w i n g  r e c e i v e  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in r e l a t i o n  to the V.hittier S u b d i v i s i o n  an d 
S h o t g u n  C o v e  p r o p o s a l s :

T r a n s f e r  to o w n e r s h i p  of the C i t y  of W h i t t i e r

A p p l i c a b l e  z o n i n g  a n d  p l a n n i n g  p o w e r s  of the  C i t y  of 
W h i t t i e r

A l a n d w a r d  b u f f e r  z o n e  a m i n i m u m  of 50 feet in w i d t h  f r o m  
the m e a n  h i g h  w a t e r  l e v e l

Th e  W h i t t i e r  S u b d i v i s i o n  d i s p o s a l  o c cu r p r i o r  to the 
S h o t g u n  C o v e  d i s p o s a l  an d b o t h  be c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  the 
S h o t g u n  C o v e  ro a d a n d h a r b o r  p r o j e c t s

A r e q u i r e m e n t  for lo w  d e n s i t y  y e a r - r o u n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  use

T h e  im pa ct  on m u n i c i p a l  s e r v i c e s

Th e D e p a r t m e n t  has  m i n i m a l  c o m m e n t s  o n the Poe Ba y di sp o s a l .  
M a j o r  c o n c e r n s  are p o t e n t i a l  s e r v i c e  d e l i v e r y  and s e c o n d a r y  
i m p a c t s  on W h i t t i e r  an d  p o t e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  hi g h 
r e c r e a t i o n a l  use of this area.

Vie a p p r e c i a t e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to 
i n d i c a t i o n  by p h o n e  or l e t t e r  as 
p r e s e n t e d  here. Vie look  f o r w a r d  
the n e a r  futu re.

c o m m e n t  and  w o u l d  r eq ue st  s o m e  
to y o u r  t h o u g h t s  on the v i e w s  
to c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  you in

N e l d a  W a r k e n t i n
A c t i n g  P l a n n i n g  S u p e r v i s o r
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