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THE ATTACHED PETITION, WITH 496 SIGNATURES, IS IN SUPPORT 

OF H.B. 84, "AN ACT RELATING TO SMOKING IN PUBLIC PLACES AND 
VEHICLES". THE PETITION WAS MADE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC AT 
A BOOTH SET UP AT THE HEALTH FAIR IN THE NUGGET MALL IN 
JUNEAU, ALASKA. THE FAIR WAS HELD SATURDAY; MAY 21, 1983 

FROM 10:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.

G.A.S.P. OF JUNEAU 
789-3757 ,7,.^
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^  3ĉS_ /??y.--c. / '   / V - / / S L , i  i k /#('

^ '  C U U  fU i}  ( f ' L ,  f U  < J f t  j \  <zcLt.i., A k ~ „ -------- £̂E------------  7-------------- ----------;/--------

P . F O l k ^  P C  B I X  / r  ̂  g- .71V;g:. ̂ t-, ^/<r p t / w ?
I U  ^  O-n'A > ^  ̂ A  A  ( L-0^/9 ^  /So'

C ^ U x d r ,  / y  C U ^ , n i
i /

O -•- NO,'. m u
■ v  >

'.̂c- • 
S 7  G

ay

. K j.V- c-Xo-O-^ s s r c/ <  N o~>yj-% ^ tr ^  ^
,----,.̂ :.W C ^ ^ t s y r  f ' V l .  , 9 p k  7 9 /  . . 4

ai.
•2?j< " ■ '.tf-i - -•N-SWr-:____



'*WE THE UNDERSIGNED, URGE THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO PASS HOUSE BILL 84,
"AN ACT RELATING TO SMOKING IN PUBLIC PLACES AND VEHICLES."

NAME (Please print) MAILING ADDRESS

SI H  Ah \ZC
/ f t ,  ;

i / f  K .  9 U ? ° J

i20l4 /S :* II %2<?-2- /Lp fieJ  /Xk-
ft /I 7 1 /I ~

,:/ u  A / m

■& / /  j j L i n d i - r  f l ' t f . f t r .r .d 1 Q s .r r j ic z .* - , 

/ ftc r ~ x :  f t  ^ 7 ^  ^ 2 .  y

~(7/9. & 7L  9
ftd d b b t-J i-' o < d h ^ - f t  f tS i ft -  / V ' ’' C U *   f t f t . f t f t . Q . f

C h f f M l  £ '  On if son

Oilcp

Po %&( ftA- AuKi 'P)Qji ci0\?Zĵ
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■ • WE THE UNDERSIGNED, URGE THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO PASS HOUSE BILL 84,
"AN ACT RELATING TO SMOKING IN PUBLIC PLACES AND VEHICLES."
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PETITION

WE, the undersigned, employees of the State of Alaska at 

1111 West Oth Street, Juneau Alaska 99802, are in support of the passage 

of House Bill 84: An Act Relating to Smoking in Public Places and Vehicles. 

(In its present form, Introduced 01/20/83; sec attached.)
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petitt or;

WE, the undersigned, employees of the State of Alaska at 

1111 West 8th Street, Juneau Alaska 99802, are in support of the passage 

of House Bill 84: An Act Relating to Smoking in Public Places and Vehicles. 

(In its present form, Introduced 01/20/33-, sc-e attached.)



PETITION

WE, the undersigned, employees of the State of Alaska at 

1111 West 8th Street, Juneau Alaska c-9802, are in support of the pass 

of Mouse Dill 84: An Act Relating to Smoking in Public Places and Veh 

(In its present form, Introduced 01/20/83; see attached.)

2 )

3)

4 )  A L h a c . X
5)

6 )
S a o ic t ' xfi - £ U i /

S7Ju MJs y j.h x ,i

7 ) jt} M & /
-\r



PETITION

WE, the undersigned, employees of the State of Alaska at 

1111 West 3th Street, Juneau Alaska 09802, are in support of the passage 

of House Bill 84: An Act Relating to Smoking in Public Places and Vehicles. 

(In its present form, Introduced 01/20/83; see attached.)
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PETITION

WE, the undersigned, employees of the State of Alaska at 

1111 ’West 8th Street, Juneau Alaska 99802, are in support of the passage 

of House Gill 84: An Act Relating to Smoking in Public Places and Vehicles. 

(In its present form, Introduced 01/20/83; see attached .)
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PETITION

VIE, the undersigned, employees of the State of Alaska at 

Till West 8th Street, Juneau Alaska 99302, are in support cf the passage 

of House Bill 34: An Act Relating to Smoking in Public Places and Vehicles 

(In its present form, Introduced 01/20/33; see attached.)
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PET? TIuN

WE, the undersigned, employees of the State of Alaska at 

1111 West Sth Street, Juneau Alaska 99802, are in support of the passace 

of House Bill 84: An Act Relating to Smoking in Public Places anc Vehicles. 

(In u s  present form, Introduced 01/20/83; see attached.)



WE, the- undersigned, employees of the State of Alaska at 

1111 West 8th Street, Juneau Alaska 99S02, are in support of the passage- 

of House >jill 8".: An Act Relating to Smoking in Public Places and Vehicl 

(In its present form, introduced 01/20/03; see attached.)





COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE

FURTHER: T CIARY

 ̂ 0 / 6 3

Mr. President: 

The Committee on iisss has had

t. ir.e t. disci . i information\
c t . afj t: «;•.

under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) 
reports it back with the following recommendations:

[ ] do pass [ ] do not pass

[ ] do pass with attached amendments(s )

[ ] replace with CS for ________________________________

and recommends

' ] same title
[ ] new title

[ ] AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [ ] New Fiscal Note

[ ] reports it back without recommendation

[ ] referred to the __________________________________________ Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:



TO: Nancy Dietrick 
FROM: H.M. Lancaster II
DATE: April 25, 1983

RE: CSHB 91 - VITAL STATISTICS

Mr. Wallace Olson, Prof. of Anthropology, UAJ, came by the office to 

comment on CSHB 91. He opposes the exclusion of researchers on line 20 of

the bill. He feels that vital statistics should at least be required to

ddivulge the date of Dirth or date of death of a person to * lyone in the 

public that asks for it. His rationale being that the information is or 

was at one point public, due to newspaper comverage, and should thus remain

accessible to the public at large. The overall availability of the informa­

tion would at least help researchers start their searches for information 

on individuals.



POSITION PAPER 

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 91 (Judiciary)

"An Act relating to disclosure of vital statistics records"
♦ v'

In February, 1983,this department recommended passage of House Bill No. 91.
Our position as stated then was that the amendment to AS 18.50.310 to add 
a new subsection under (f) is similar to a provision in the Model State 
Vital Statistics Act which is endorsed by the Council of State Governments.

By making public, birth records after 100 years, and death, marriage, and 
divorce records after 50 years, it will satisfy the need expressed by many 
who desire to research their "roots". Because of the model law, many states 
have enacted this provision, with success, because, those vital records relating 
to the living and next of kin, are still primarily protected.

Passage of this legislation would make public about 33,000 of the 675,000 records 
in the custody of the State Registrar of Vital Statistics.

It it acknowledged that care must be exercised in providing a place for the 
public review of these records, while assuring the continued safekeeping of 
the documents. The existing staff can monitor the record review.

The committee substitute makes two changes to the original bill, 
words "other than genealogical or historical research" to AS 18. 
This addition is helpful in clarification.

It adds the 
50.310 (b).

The second change is to delete the words "or as provided by regulations" from 
AS 18.50.310 (c). The regulation involved is 7 AAC 05.935 (1) which specifically 
protects records of out-of-wedlock births, legitimations and adoptions. However, 
that same regulation authorizes the Bureau of Vital Statistics to issue a birth 
'ecord of a person born out of wedlock, if needed by the parent or the registrant 
(when of legal age). By deleting the words "or as provided by 'egulations" it 
prevents the bureau from issuing birth certificates for out-of-wedlock births, un­
less ordered by the superior court. In 1983 it is estimated that we will register 
close to 11,000 births. Approximately 15 percent of the births in Alaska are out 
of wedlock. Therefore, this could require 1,650 petitions to be filed in the 
superior court.
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POSITION PAPER 

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 91 (Judiciary)

PAGE 2

The department recommends a Senate Substitute for Committee Substitute for House 
Bill No. 91 (Judiciary) which deletes the amendment to AS 18.50.310 (c), lines 
22 through 25. With this change, the Department of Health and Social Services 
would recommend passage of this legislation. .

RECOMMENDED BY:
/JOAN P. BROOKS 

( STATE REGISTRAR 
BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS

Date:

APPROVED BY

^  / f S 3

Date:

r
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~ LONDON SMITH”, /tTDROB
CCffl/SSIONER 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & 
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D S 5 T ”  f T \
- 1

§ § ! & .  \ v s j l / i W O  t

\x. <x '  v -> From The
\ House 
Finance Committee

\^ G JT X x A  -

-

o  T\VVsaW-^- \yo .

CS^lW'x . . . 'Ce=̂ -^XA_^(\ „ _

A j ^ \ \ 6  yW ^ V >  " \ W  N/ s S J ^ s V ' CO

^ <5_ ̂ (S\SuO c3vOS^-^- A l  ^ ^ o - X o c y  

\cx>X ^  \\\,̂\jcr\\ c..gV 'f<2-Â _cx̂ a\s\_
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FISCAL ROTE 1'Key is ion IJ«> to _ _______, JOBS’
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Ti tic-disclosure-of vital st!tTstir,<;. rTcords Nroyrain Cfltcyory"'/VlTiictodl _____ ""____ ~
S p o n s o r : __________________________________  BRU, Program of S u b p r o g r a m s ) Ai i cctoo:
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FV 84 FV 06 FV iltj FV 87 FY 88

OP FR AT IRC,

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
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300 CONTRACTUAL
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500 EQUIPMENT
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:U!!I))I!G: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0
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PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

111. SOlJRCi: OF FBI,'US TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF Bill.:

IV. ARAL VS IS: Attack, a separate^ page /for any Analysis

Prepared By: \ J /  • / £  ________________
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Approvod hy Ĉ lrsni r; r. i onor:
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Phono:____ 155-3391
Du t o 5-4-83

Do to:

Distribution:
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SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NUMBER 91 (HESS)

"An Act re]ating to disclosure of vital statistics records"

Hie amendment to AS 18.50.310 to add a new subsection under (f) is sijnilar 
to a provision in the Model State Vital Statistics Act which is endorsed by 
the Council of State Governments.

By making public, birth records after 100 years, and death, marriage, and 
divorce records after 50 years, it will satisfy the need expressed by many 
who desire to research their "roots". Because of the model lav;, many states 
have enacted this provision, with success, because, those vital records 
relating to the living and next of kin, are still primarily protected.

Passage of Senate CS For CS For House Bill No. 91 (HESS) would make public 
about 33,000 of the 700,000 records in the custody of the State Registrar 
of Vital Statistics.

It is acknowledged that care must be exercised in providing a place for the 
public review of these records, while assuring the continued safekeeping of the 
documents. The existing staff can monitor the record review.

The Department of Health and Social Services recommends passage of Senate CS for 
CS for House Bill No. 91 (HESS).

RECOMMENDED BY

DATE:

RECOMMENDED BY:

•AN P. BROOKS 
TATE REGISTRAR 
BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS

DANIEL J. MEDDLETON 
DIRECTOR
DIVISION OF PLANNING, POLICY, 
AND PR0G1AM EVAIfJATION

DATE:

r E C E I V H R  .j

JUN 101903.

ypsQp̂ son*

APPROV.ED BY: farfr//
• KOBERl I'IjI'IDOH SMITH, Pll.D

^  ' ' - /

DATE:

jMDON SI ’ 
COMMISSIONER

E / 7 / i 3
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. FISCAL non: pKcvi;;ion Date
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OiTl/l^.solution No.: _ _______________
Ti tic;: Disclosure of'Vital Statistics
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Program Category AI toe tod:
BRU, Program of SubprognunTs] AiTccled:"

"CAPTTAI.

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

I I I .  SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF DILL:
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OPERATING .
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J
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FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER (Specify Source)

-0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

POSITION'S:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

-0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

The source of funding was not identified by the sponsor. *

IV.  ANALYSIS: Attacha \ separate j)age for any Analysis

Prepared By: M o n o : ___H65-3391____
Division: PloTHmg, T o  H e y  £ ftxjgfom Lvaluati.oii7'Yital Statistijja to: June 2, 1983
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Distribution:
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§ 18.50.290 H e a l t h  a n d  S a f e t y § 18.50.310

Effect of amendments. — The 1980 the middle of subsection (b), and inserted
amendment inserted "dissolution” near "petitioner or” at the beginning of the see­
the beginning and near the middle of the ond sentence of subsection (a),
first sentence of subsection (a) and near

A rt ic le  4. R e c o rd s .

Section Section
290. Corrections and amendments 330. Fees for services ' •
300. Reproduction of records 340. Persons required to keep records
310. Disclosure of records 350. Duty to furnish information
320. Copies of data Irom vital records

Collateral references. — 39 Am. Jur. 39A C.J.S., Health and Environment,
2d, Health, § 51: 66 Am. Jur. 2d, Records §5 41, 42.
and Recording Laws, §§ 1-30.

Sec . 18.50.290. C o r r e c t i o n s  a n d  a m e n d m e n ts ,  (a) A certificate or 
record reg is te red  by th e  bu reau  may be am ended only in  accordance 
w ith  th is  ch ap te r  and  th e  regu la tions  the  d ep a r tm en t  adopts to protect 
the  in tegrity  an d  accuracy of vital s ta tis tics  records.

(b) A certificate t h a t  is am ended u nder  th is  section shall  be m arked  
"am ended ,” with th e  d a te  of am endm ent.  A sum m ary  description of the 
evidence subm itted  in support of the am en d m en t  shall be endorsed on 
or m ade a p a r t  of th e  record. The d ep a r tm en t  shall  prescribe by re g u ­
lation the  conditions u n d e r  which additions or m inor corrections may 
be m ade to v ital s ta t is t ic s  records w ithou t the certificate being con­
sidered amended.

(c) Upon receip t of a certified copy of a court order chang ing  the 
nam e of a person born in the  s ta te  and upon request of the  person or 
his paren t,  g u a rd ian ,  or legal representa tive , the  s ta te  re g is t ra r  shall 
am end the  certificate  of b ir th  to reflect the  new name.

(d) W hen a certificate  is corrected or umended under  th is  section, the 
s ta te  re g is t ra r  shall in s tru c t  the local custodian of the  copy of the 
certificate to m ak e  the  changes in the copy (8 25 ch 118 SLA 1960)

Sec .  18.50.300. R e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  r e c o r d s .  To preserve original 
docum ents the  s ta te  re g is t ra r  may prepare  typew rit ten ,  photographic, 
or o ther reproductions of orig inal records and files in his office. W hen 
certified-1 by h im , th e  reproduction shall be accepted as  th e  original 
record. (§ 26 ch 118 SLA 1960)

Sec .  18.50.310. D i s c lo s u re  o f  r e c o rd s ,  (n) To protect th e  in tegrity  
of vitul s ta t is t ics  records, to insure  th e ir  proper use, and to insure the 
efficient and  proper ad m in is tra t io n  of the vital s ta tis tics  system, it  is 
un lav  r,il for a person to perm it  inspection of, or to disclose inform ation 
contain :d in v ita l  s ta t is t ic s  records, or to copy or issue a copy of all or
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p a r t  of a  record, except as au thorized  by regu la tions  issued u n d e r  th is  
chapter.

(b) The b u reau  m ay p erm it  th e  use of d a ta  contained in  vital s ta ­
tistics records for research  purposes.

(c) Inform ation  in v ital s ta t is tics  records ind icating  t h a t  a b ir th  
occurred ou t of wedlock shall no t be disclosed except upon order of a 
superior court or as provided by regula tions.

(d) A ppeals from decisions of th e  custodians of local records refusing 
disclosure u n d e r  (a) and  (b) of th is  section shall be m ade to the  s ta te  
reg is tra r ,  whose decision is b ind ing  upon th e  custodian of local records. 
• (e) T he d ep a r tm en t  m ay  by regu la tion  provide for the  release of 
inform ation to au thorized  rep resen ta tives  of organizations or 
foundations t h a t  counsel the  n ex t  of k in  of v ictims of in fan t sudden 
dea th  syndrome. (§ 27 ch 118 SLA 1960; am  § 1 ch 132 SLA 1978)

Effect of iimendments. — The 1978 
amendment added subsection (e).

Sec .  18.50.320. C o p ie s  o f  d a t a  f ro m  v i ta l  r e c o r d s .  Except as 
otherw ise provided and in accordance w ith  the regu la tions adopted 
u nder  AS 18.50.310,

(1 ) the  bu reau  and th e  custodian of p e rm an en t  local records shall, 
upon request, issue a certified copy of a certificate or record in th e ir  
custody, or a p a r t  of i t  and each copy issued shall show the  date  of 
reg is tra tion  or recording; and copies issued from records m arked  
"delayed,” "am ended ,” or "court o rder” shall be sim ilar ly  m arked  and 
shall show the effective date;

(2 ) a certified copy of a certificate or a p a r t  of it issued in accordance 
with f 1) of th is  section is considered the  original for all purposes, and 
is p rim a facie evidence of the facts s ta ted , provided th a t  the  evidentiary  
value of a certificate or record filed more th an  one yea r  af te r  the  event, 
or a record which has  been amended, or a presum ptive dea th  certif­
icate, shall be determ ined  by the  judicial or adm in is tra t ive  body or 
official before whom the  certificate is offered as evidence;

(3) the  N a tional Office of V ital S ta tis t ics  may be furnished the 
copies or d a ta  it  requ ires  for national sta tis tics , if the bu reau  is 
re im bursed for the cost of fu rn ish ing  the d a ta  and the National Office 
of Vital S ta tis t ics  shall not use the d a ta  for purposes o ther th an  s ta ­
tistical purposes unless authorized by the  s ta te  reg istrar;

(4) federal, s ta te ,  local, and o ther public or p rivate  agencies, upon 
request, m ay be furnished copies or d a ta  for s ta tis tica l  purposes on the  
term s or conditions prescribed by the  bureau;

(5) no person or agency m ay p repare  or issue a certificate or part of 
a certificate which purports  to be an  original, certified copy, or copy of 
a certificate of b ir th ,  dea th , fetal dea th , or ma> riage, except as  au th o ­
rized in th is  ch ap te r  or th e  regu la tions  adopted under  it. (§ 28 ch 118 
SLA 1960)
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Cross references. — As to inspection 
and copying of public records, see AS 
09.25.120.

Sec. 18.50.330. F e e s  f o r  s e rv ic e s ,  (a) The s ta te  re g is t ra r  shall p re ­
scribe the  fees to be paid  for certified copies of certificates, for searches 
of the files or records, for th e  filing of delayed or su b s t i tu te  certificates, 
for m ak ing  am en d m en ts ,  for supply ing  docum entary  evidence for these 
purposes, and  for special services rendered  by the  bureau .

(b) The s ta te  re g is t ra r  sha ll  account for fees received by the bureau  
under th is  section and  shall  pay th e m  to th e  D ep ar tm en t  of Revenue. 
The D ep ar tm en t  of  Revenue shall deposit them  in th e  general fund. 
(§ 29 ch 118 SLA 1960)

Sec. 18.50.340. P e r s o n s  r e q u i r e d  to  k e e p  r e c o r d s ,  (a) A person 
in charge of an  in s t i tu t io n  a s  defined in th is  chap te r  shall  keep a record 
of personal p a r t ic u la rs  and  d a ta  concerning each person adm itted  or 
confined to th e  institu t ion .  This  record shall  include th  information 
required  by th e  certificates of b ir th ,  dea th , and  fetal dea th  issued under 
the  provisions of th is  chap te r,  and o ther  inform ation required  by the 
bureau . The record shall b t  m ade a t  th e  t im e of admission from infor­
m ation provided by the  person, but when it cannot be obtained from 
him  it shall be ob ta ined  from re la tives  or o ther  sources acquain ted  with  
the facts. The n am e  and  address of th e  person providing the  inform a­
tion shall be a p a r t  of the  record.

(b) W hen a dead h u m a n  body or fetus is released or disposed of by 
an  institu tion, th e  person in charge of th e  ins t i tu t ion  shall keep a 
record showing the  n am e of the deceased, date  of dea th , nam e and 
address of the  person to whom th e  body is released, date  of removal 
from the institu t ion ,  or if finally disposed of by the  institu tion , the  date, 
place, and m a n n e r  of disposition.

(c) A funeral d irector, em balm er, or o ther  person who removes from 
the place of dea th  or t ran sp o r ts  or finally disposes of a dead body or 
feti;s, in addition to filing a certificate or form required by th is  chapter, 
shall keep a record identifying th e  body, and the inform ation p er­
ta in ing  to his receipt, rem oval,  and delivery  of the body required  by the 
bureau.

(d) Records m ain ta in ed  u nder  th is  section shall  be re ta ined  for a 
period of not less th a n  five years  and shall  be m ade available for 
inspection by th e  s ta te  re g is t ra r  o r his rep resen ta tive  upon demand. 
(§ 30 ch 118 SL'A 1960)

Sec. 18.50.350. D u ty  to  f u r n i s h  in fo r m a t io n .  A person having  
knowledge of th e  facts sha ll  fu rn ish  the  inform ation he possesses 
regard ing  a b ir th ,  dea th ,  fetal dea th ,  m arr iage ,  or divorce, upon 
dem and of the  s ta te  reg is t ra r .  (§ 31 ch 118 SLA 1960)



§ 18.50.360 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  

A rt ic le  5. G e n e r a l  P r o v i s io n s .

§ 18.50.360

Section
360. Prohibited acts and penalties 
370. Definitions 
380. Short title

Sec . 18.50,360. P r o h i b i t e d  a c t s  a n d  p e n a l t ie s ,  (a) A person is 
guilty  of a m isdem eanor, and  upon conviction is punishable  by a fine 
of not more th a n  S I ,000, or by im prisonm ent for no t more th an  one 
year, or by both, who

(1) w ith o u t  law iul au th o r i ty  and  with the in ten t  to deceive, makes, 
a lters,  am ends, or m u ti la te s  a certificate of b ir th  or certified cony of a 
certificate of b ir th  w ith  the  in ten t  t h a t  it  m ay be used; or

(2 ) wilfully and  knowingly  uses or a t tem p ts  to use, or furnishes to 
an o th e r  for use, for th e  purpose of deception, a certificate of b ir th  or 
certified copy of a record of b ir th  so made, altered, amended, or 
m utila ted ; or

(3) w ith  th e  in ten tion  to deceive wilfully uses or a t tem p ts  to use a 
certificate of b ir th  or certified copy of a record of b ir th  knowing th a t  the 
certificate or certified copy w as issued upon a record which is false in 
whole or in p a r t  or which re la tes  to th e  b ir th  of ano ther  person; or

(4) wilfully and  knowingly fu rn ishes a certificate of b ir th  or certified 
copy of a record of b ir th  w ith the  in ten tion  th a t  it  be used by a person 
o ther th a n  th e  person to whom the  record of b ir th  relates.

(b) A person is gu il ty  of a m isdem eanor, and upon conviction is 
punishable  by a fine of not more than  $300, or by im prisonm ent for not 
more th a n  th ree  m onths, or by both, except where a more severe pen ­
alty is provided for in th is  chapter,  who

(1) wilfully and  knowingly m akes  a false s ta tem en t in a report  or 
certificate of b ir th  required  to be filed under th is  chap te r  or regula tions 
issued u n d er  it, or in an  application for am en d m en t of it, or in an 
affidavit or paper  subm itted  in support of such a certificate or applica­
tion, w ith in ten t  to induce or secure the  reg is tra tion  of a b irth ,  or the 
acceptance of a certificate of bi.-th as evidence of the  date  and place of 
b irth ,  identity , or citizenship, or the  am endm en t of a b irth  certificate 
for a purpose of deception; or

(2 ) wilfully and  knowingly falsifies, make'" a lte rs  a certificate or 
certified copy of a v ita l s ta tis tics  record except as  provided in this 
chap te r or regu la t ions  issued u nder  it.

(c) A person is guilty  of a misdem eanor, and  upon conviction is 
punishable  by a fine of not more th an  $ 100 , except where a different 
pena lty  is provided for in th is  chapter,  who

(1 ) knowingly t ran sp o r ts  or accepts for t ranspor ta tion ,  in te rm en t,  or 
o ther final disposition a dead body w ithou t the  required perm it  issued 
in accordance with  th is  chapter ,  or regu la tions  issued under  it; or

(2 ) refuses to provide inform ation, or who knowingly furnishes false 
information, required  by th is  chapter,  or regu la tions  issued u nder  it; or
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(3) violates th e  provisions of th is  chap te r ,  or neglects or refuses to 
perform a du ty  imposed upon h im  by th is  chapter,  or the  regula tions  
issued u n d e r  it. (§ 32 ch 118 SLA 1960)

Sec .  18.50.370. D e f in i t io n s .  In  th is  chap te r
(1) " b u reau ” m ean s  th e  B u rea u  of V ita l  S tatis tics;
(2 ) "dead body” m ean s  a  lifeless h u m an  body or p a r ts  or bones of it 

from the s ta te  of which it  reasonab ly  m ay  be concluded th a t  dea th  
recently  occurred;

(3) "d ep a r tm en t” m ean s  th e  D e p a r tm en t  of H ea l th  and Social Ser­
vices;

(4) "fetal d e a th ” m ean s  d ea th  before th e  complete expulsion or 
extraction  from its m o th e r  of a product of h u m an  conception, irrespec­
tive of the du ra tio n  of p regnancy , and  th e  dea th  is indicated by th e  fact 
th a t  af te r  expulsion or ex trac tion  th e  fetus does no t b rea th e  or show 
evidence of life such as bea tin g  of th e  h ea r t ,  pulsa tion  of th e  umbilical 
cord, or definite m ovem en t of v o lun ta ry  muscles;

(5) "filing” m ean s  the  p resen ta t ion  of a certificate, report, or other 
record provided for in th is  chap te r ,  of a b ir th ,  dea th , fetal dea th , adop­
tion, m arr iage ,  or divorce -for reg is tra t ion  by th e  bureau ;

(6 ) "final disposition” m ean s  th e  buria l ,  in te rm en t,  crem ation, or 
o ther disposition of a d ead ’body or fetus;

(7) " in s t i tu t io n ” m ean s  a public or p r iva te  es tab l ish m en t  which pro­
vides in -p a t ien t  medical, surgical,  or diagnostic care  or t rea tm e n t,  or 
nursing , custodial or domiciliary  care to two or more un re la ted  individ­
uals, or to which persons a re  com m itted by law;

(8 ) "live b i r th ” m ean s  th e  complete expulsion or ex traction  from its 
m other of a product of h u m a n  conception, irrespective of the dura tion  
of p regnancy, which, a f te r  expulsion or ex traction , b rea th es  or shows 
evidence o flife  such as  bea ting  of th e  h ea r t ,  pu lsation of the  umbilical 
cord, or defin ite  m ovem ent of vo lun tary  muscles, w h e th e r  or not the 
umbilical cord h a s  been cu t or th e  p lacenta  is a ttached;

(9) "physician" m ean s  a person authorized or licensed to practice 
medicine u n d e r  the  laws of the  sta te ;

(10 ) " reg is tra tion"  m ean s  th e  acceptance by th e  b u reau  and the 
incorporation in its official records of certificates, reports, or o ther 
records provided for in th is  chapter ,  of b irths,  dea ths ,  fetal deaths, 
adoptions, m arr iages ,  or divorces;

(1 1 ) " s ta te  reg is t ra r"  m eans  the  s ta te  re g is t ra r  of vital statistics;
(1 2 ) "system  of v ita l  s ta t is t ic s” includes the  reg is tra tion ,  collection, 

preservation, am en d m en t,  and  certification of vital s ta tis tics  records, 
and  re la ted  activ it ies  including th e  tabu la tion ,  analysis , and 
publication of s ta tis tica l  d a ta  derived from them;

18.50.370
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(13) "vital s ta t is t ic s” m eans  records of b ir th ,  dea th , fetal death, m a r ­
riage, divorce, adoption, and re la ted  data .  (§ 1 ch 118 SLA 1960; am 
§ 6  ch 104 SLA 1971)

S ec .  18.50.380. S h o r t  t i t le .  This  chap te r  m ay be cited as  the  Vital 
S ta tis t ics  Act. (§ 33 ch 118 SLA 1960)

Chapter 54. Housing Development Revolving 
Loan Fund.

Section
10. Declaration of purpose
20. Fund established
30. Powers and duties of the department
40. Repayment of loan

Section
50. Eligibility for loans 
60. Interest
70. Senior citizen housing development

Sec. 18.54.010. D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  p u r p o s e .  T here  exists w ithin the 
s ta te  a serious shortage of decent, safe and  san i ta ry  res identia l housing 
availab le  at low or m odera te  prices or ren ta ls  to persons of lower and 
m oderate  income. T here  also exists in the  s ta te  organizations whose 
purposes a re  to provide the k inds of housing needed to alleviate  this 
shortage. Development work to provide such housing involves su b s tan ­
tial expense which is often bevond the resources of the  organizations. 
(§ 10 ch 151 SLA 1975; AS 18.100.010)

Revisor's notes. — This section was 
formerly designated 18.100.010 nnd was

renumbered by the revisor of statutes pur­
suant to AS 01.05.031.

Sec. 18.54.020. F u n d  e s ta b l i s h e d .  T here is created in the  D ep ar t­
m en t of Com m unity  and  Regional Affairs a housing development 
revolving loan fund to be adm in is te red  by th e  com m unity p lanning  
division. (8 10 ch 151 SLA 1975; AS 18.100.020)

Reviaor'a notes. — This section was 
formerly designated 18.100.020 nnd was

renumbered by the revisor of statutes pur­
suant to AS 01.05.031.

Sec. 18.54.030. P o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  th e  d e p a r t m e n t .  The 
d epartm ent may

(1 ) m ake  loans to sponsors, builders and developers of residentia l 
housing for the  costs approved by the division as  appropria te  expendi­
tu res  which may be incurred  by sponsors, builders  and developers of 
residentia l housing, before com m itm ent and in itial advance of the pro­
ceeds of a construction loan or of a m ortgage loan, including but not 
limited to

(A) paym ents  for options to purchase  properties on the  proposed 
residentia l housing site;

(B) legal and organizational expenses, including paym ents  of a t to r ­
ney fees, project m anager ,  clerical and  other, s ta ff  salaries, office ren t 
and o ther incidental expenses;
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\vhich shall he t re a ted  in th e  m a n n e r  requ ired  by AS 18.50.01 O'

vuut ur u iv iL  P r o c e d u r e  § 09.25.120

have  to  th e  money, in s t ru m e n t ,  o r  p ro p e rty ,  o r  he w aives  it. If 
th e  ob jection  is to  th e  am o u n t  of money, th e  te rm s  of th e  in s t ru ­
m ent,  o r  th e  a m o u n t  or kind of p ro p e r ty ,  he  shall specify  th e  
am oun t,  te rm s ,  o r  kind which he requ ires ,  o r  is precluded from  
o b jec t in g  la ter .  This  section shall n o t  be construed  to  m odify  or 
change  in any  m a n n e r  co rrespond ing  provisions of th e  U nifo rm  
Com mercial Code (AS 45.05). (§ 3.20 ch 101 SLA 1962)

It is not necesesarv to tender cash. constitute a proper tender. Ward v. 
Ward v. Miller, 13 Alaska 752 (1952). Miller, 13 Alaska 752 (1952).

And a check, unobjected to, would

Sec. 09.25.100. Disposition of tax  in fo rm ation .  In fo rm atio n  in 
th e  p >ssession of th e  d e p a r tm e n t  of revenue  which discloses the  
parti* u la rs  of th e  bus iness  or  a f fa irs  of a ta x p a y e r  o r  o th e r  p e r ­
son is not a m a t t e r  of public record , except fo r  purposes  of inves­
t iga t ion  and law en fo rcem en t.  The in fo rm a tio n  shall be kep t con- 
fidentia. except w hen its  p roduc tion  is requ ired  in an  official in­
ves t iga t ion  or co u r t  p roceeding. T hese  re s tr ic t io n s  do no t p roh ib it  
the  publication  of s ta t i s t ic s  p re sen ted  in a m a n n e r  t h a t  p reven ts  
the identification  of p a r t ic u la r  r e p o r t s  an d  items, or p roh ib i t  the  
publication  of tax  lists' show ing  th e  nam es of ta x p a y e rs  w ho a re  
d e l inquen t and  re lev an t  in fo rm a tio n  which m ay  ass is t  in  the col­
lection of delinquen t taxes. (§ 3.21 ch 101 SLA 1962)

Sec. 09.25.110. Inspection and  copies of  public records.  Unless 
specifically provided o th e rw ise  th e  books, records, papers ,  files, 
accounts ,  w ri t in g s ,  and  t r a n s a c t io n s  of all agencies and  d e p a r t ­
m en ts  a re  public reco rds  and a re  open to  inspection by th e  public 
u n d e r  reasonab le  ru les d u r in g  re g u la r  office hour*. T he  public offi­
cer hav ing  th e  custody  of public records  shall give on req u es t  and 
p ay m en t of  costs  a certified copy of th e  public record. (§ 3.22 ch 
101 SLA  1962)

Cross references.—See Civ. It, 44-
(b)(4). As to management ami pres­
ervation of public records, see AS 
■10.21.

It is "specifically provided other­
wise" by AS 12.45.050.—With respect 
to the right of inspection and copying 
records under this section, it  is "speci­
fically provided otherwise,” so far as 
police records are concerned, by the 
terms of A S '12.45.050, thus meeting 
the express exception to this section.
Howard v. Jackson, 7 Alas. L.J, No. 3, 
p. 431 (March 12, 19G9).

Sec. 09.25.120. Inspection and  copying of public records. E v e ry  
person  h as  a r ig h t  to  in spec t  a public w ri t in g  or record  in the  
s ta te ,  including  public w r i t in g s  and  records  in re co rd e rs ’ offices 
except ( 1 ) records  o f  vital s ta t i s t i c s  and  adoption proceedings

Stated in State v. Coon, 2 Alas. 
L.J. No. 1, p. 3 (Jan. 19G4).

A Lit and C.J.S. references.—Find­
ing of draft board as evidence of 
phvsieal condition of one registered, 
1(1 A Lit 247.

Admissibility of report of public 
officer or employee on cause of or 
responsibility for injury to person or 
damage to property, 153 ALR 1G3.

32 C.J.S. Evidence §§ 049 to 675.



09.25.130 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 09.25.160

18.50.380; (2) records  p e r ta in in g  to  ju v en i le s ;  (3) medical and 
re la ted  public h ea lth  reco rd s ;  (4) records  requ ired  to be kep t  con­
fidential by a fed era l  law o r  regu la tion  oi by s ta te  law. E v e ry  
public officer h av in g  th e  custody  of records no t included in th e  
exceptions shall p e rm it  th e  inspection, and  give on dem and  and 
on p ay m en t  of  th e  legal fees th e re fo r  a certified copy of th e  
w r i t in g  o r  record, and  the  copy shall in all cases be evidence of 
th e  original. R ecorders shall p e rm it  m em oranda ,  t ran sc r ip ts ,  and 
copies of th e  public w ri t in g s  and  records  in th e i r  offices to be m ade 
by p h o to g rap h y  or o therw ise  for th e  purpose  of exam in ing  t i tles  
to  real e s ta te  described in th e  public w r i t in g s  and records, m a k ­
ing  a b s t ra c t s  of  t i t le  or g u a ra n te e in g  or in su r in g  th e  ti t les  o f  the  
real  es ta te ,  o r  build ing and m a in ta in in g  t i t le  and  a b s t r a c t  p la n ts ;  
and  shall fu rn ish  p rope r  and reasonable facilit ies  to persons h av ­
ing lawful occasion fo r  access to th e  public w ri t in g s  and records 
fo r  those purposes, su b jec t  to reasonable rules and regu la tions, 
in conform ity  to th e  d irection  of th e  court,  a s  a re  necessary  for 
th e  p ro tec tion  of th e  w r i t in g s  and  records and  to  p reven t in t e r ­
ference w ith  the  re g u la r  d ischarge  of th e  du ties  of th e  recorders  
and  th e ir  employees. (§ 3.23 ch 101 SLA 1962)

Cross references.—See Civ. R. 44- ervation of public records, see AS 
(b )(4 ). As to management and pres- 40.21.

Sec. 09.25.130. EITcct of p r iv a te  sea ls  and  scrolls. P r iv a te  seals 
and  scrolls a s  a s u b s t i tu te  fo r  seals are  abolished. They  a re  not 
requ ired  to  an  in s t ru m en t ,  but when used th e i r  ell'ect rem a in s  
unchanged . (§ 3.10 ch 101 SLA 1962)

Sec. 09.25.150. C laiming o f  privilege by public official o r  r e ­
po r te r .  Except as  provided in §§ 150— 220 of th is  chap te r ,  no pub­
lic official o r re p o r te r  may be compelled to disclose th e  source of 
in fo rm ation  procured or ob tained by him while ac ting  in th e  course 
of his d u ties  a s  a  public official or rep o r te r .  (§ 1 ch 115 SLA 1967)

Editor's note.—Section 2, ch. 1K>, 
SLA 11*07, p r o v i d e s :  “This ' ill 
changes Rule 43(h) of the Supr, ■'<' 
Court Rules [of Civil Procedure] by

adding to the privileges there listed, 
the conditional privilege for public 
officers and reporters as to sources 
•'f information."

Sec. 09.25.160. Challenge o f  privilege, (a )  W hen a public official 
o r  r e p o r te r  claim s the priv ilege in a cause being heard  before the 
su p rem e  court  o r  a  su p e r io r  cou r t  o f  th is  s ta te ,  a person who has  
th e  r ig h t  to ques tion  him in th a t  p roceeding, o r  the  cour t  on its  
own motion, may challenge th e  claim of privilege. The court  shall 
m ake  or cause  to be m ade w h a tev e r  inqu iry  the c o u r t  th in k s  nec­
essa ry  to  a d e te rm in a tio n  of the issue. T he  inqu iry  m ay be m ade 
in s ta n te r  by way of questions p u t  to th e  w itness  c la im ing  the 
priv ilege an d  a decision then rendered ,  o r  the cou r t  may requ ire  
the  presence of o th e r  w itnesses  or  d o cum en ta ry  show ing  o r  may
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NOTES TO DECISIONS

Cited in Allred v. State, Sup. Ct. Op. No, 
1304 (File No. 2343), 554 P.2d 411 (19761,

Sec .  09.25.220. D e f in i t io n s .  In AS 09.25.150 — 09.25.220, unless 
the  context o therw ise requires,

(1 ) "privilege" m ean s  th e  conditional privilege gran ted  to public 
officials an d  repo rte rs  to refuse to testify  as  to a source of information;

(2 ) "public official” mean.', a person elected to a public office created 
by the  C ons ti tu tion  or laws of th is  s ta te ,  w h e th e r  executive, legislative 
or judicial,  and  who was holding th a t  office a t  the  t im e of the com m uni­
cation for which privilege is claimed;

C iv i l  P r o c e d u r e  § 09.25.220

’.2d

_ t    , u i  p u o l i c
posta. — Strong public interest in the dis­
closure of the affairr. of government 
generally, and in an open selection process 
for high public officials in particular

requires public disclosure and inspection 
of applications for posts having substan­
tial discretionary authority. City of Kenai 
v. Kenai Peninsula Newspapers, Inc., Sup. 
Ct. Op. No. 2479 (File Nos. 4954, 5433i, 
642 P.2d 1316 (1982).

Sec .  09.25.121. C o p ie s  o f  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  f o r  v e t e r a n s .  W hen a 
copy of a  public record is requ ired  by th e  division of v e te ran s ’ affairs, 
D ep ar tm en t  of Com merce and  Economic D evelopm ent or by the  U nited  
S ta tes  V e te ran s ’ A dm in is tra t ion  to be used in d e te rm in in g  the  eligibil­
ity  of a  person to p ar tic ip a te  in benefits, the  official custodian of the 
public record shall ,  w ithou t  charge, provide th e  applican t for th e  ben e ­
fits, a person ac ting  on his behalf, or an  au thorized  rep resen ta tive  of 
th e  division of v e te ran s ’ affairs or th e  U n ited  S ta tes  V e te ran s ’ A dm in­
is tra tion  w ith  a certified copy of the  record. (AS 09.25.123; § 1 ch 35 
SLA 1981)

Cross references. — As to records of 
veterans of the armed forces, see AS 
26.t0.070.

Editor’s notes. — This section was

enacted as AS 09.25.123 but was 
renumbered by the revisor of statutes pur­
suant to AS 01.05.031.

Sec. 09.25.125. E n f o r c e m e n t :  I n j u n c t iv e  re lie f .  A person hav ing  
custody or control of a public record who obstructs  or a t tem p ts  to 
obstruct, or a person not h av in g  custody or control who aids or abets  
an o th e r  person in obs truc ting  or a t tem p tin g  to obstruct, the  inspection 
of a public record subject to inspection under  AS 09.25.110 or 09.25.120 
may be enjoined by the  superior court from obstructing , or a t tem p tin g  
to obstruct, th e  inspection of public records subject to inspection under 
AS 09.25.110 or 09.25.120. (§ 1 ch 74 SLA 1975)

Sec .  09.25.160. C h a l l e n g e  o f  p r iv i le g e .
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S u b j : HB 91 R e l a t i n g  t o  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s

D e a r  Mr. B e t t i s w o r t h :

A t t a c h e d  a r e  c o p i e s  o f  a  p r o p o s a l  t o  amend s t a t u t e s  to  
a l l o w  m u n i c i p a l  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r s  t o  o b t a i n  v i t a l  
s t a t i s t i c s .  I  r e c e n t l y  s u b m i t t e d  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  t o  b o t h  
HESS c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r m e n .

A f t e r w a r d s  I  l e a r n e d  t h a t  you  had  a l r e a d y  i n t r o d u c e d  a 
b i l l  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s .  
P e r h a p s  t h e  p r o p o s a l  f ro m  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i u y  o f  A n c h o ra g e  
c o u l d  b e  m e ld e d  i n t o  HB 9 1 .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Rodman Wi1 s o n , M. D.
D i r e c t o r ,  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  

an d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n

c c : ' / S e n a t o r  J o e  1’ . J o s e p h s o n
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i lo  II. F r i t z ,  M.D.
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Introduced: 

Referred:

IN THE SENATE
0

SENATE BILL NO. _______

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act Relating to Vital Records; and

providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

‘Section 1. AS 18.50 .'310 (a) is amended to read:

Sec. 18.50.310. Disclosure of records. (a) To protect 

the integrity of vital statistics records, to insure their

proper use, anil to insure the efficient and proper admin- 

istration of the vital statistics system, it is unlawful for 

a person to permit inspection of, or to disclose information 

contained in vital statistics records, or to copy or issue a 

copy of all or part of a record, except as author i zed by 

paragraph ( fa) of this section or as authorized by regulations 

issued under this chapter.

‘Section 2 . AH 18.50.310 is amended by adding a now 

paragraph (b) to read:

(!.)) The principal health officer oi a municipality

organized under the Laws of the state, or his designoo, is 

entitled to inspect vital statistics records including, but: 

not limited to, certificates of live births and certificates 

of death.

‘Section 1. AS 18.50. 310 is amended to re-icttor paragraphs 

(b) through (e) to (c) through (t).

‘Section •!. This act takes effect immediately in accordance

with AS 01 . 10.070(c).

UWL/p/D9
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February 24, 1983

House Health, Education and 
Social Services Committee 

Room 112, Capitol Building 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811 

attn: Mr. Dave Palmer

Although I earnestly wish to testify l'n person on HB91, I am un­
able to postpone a trip on March 4th and, therefore, am submitting the 
following testimony in favor of the bill:

I am both a family and professional genealogist (Alaskan Records 
Research, Business License number BL000201): hold a BLA with history 
emphasis from the University of Alaska, Juneau; am a full-time student 
in the Master of Arts in Teaching program at Alaska Pacific University; 
am employed half-time at the UAJ library; tutor history, english, geog­
raphy, and logic at UAJ; am Alumni Representative on the UAJ Assembly; 
have published a family history and am currently working (in my spare 
time) on an historical novel.

With this variety of efforts underway, you can understand why I 
have little time to spend writing back and forth to prospective clients 
to obtain the written permissions required before I can access vital 
statistics data as my client's personal representative.

As it stands now, individuals can obtain vital statistics on their 
own ancestors but professionals or those working on far distant lateral 
relatives may not easily do so. A business must be cost-effective. 
Repeated correspondence is not (unless I raised my fees to cover it, 
which would price me out of the market). Thus, I simply refer many in­
quiries to the office of Vital Statistics and so lose the fees I could 
obtain for doing the research myself.

Passage of this bill will help all who are searching for long-lost 
relatives who "went up north to the goldrush and were never heard of 
again."

Being the first of my family to reside in Alaska, I have no family 
interest in opening Alaska's records! However,'! would personally like 
to see my state on a par with the rest of the country. » After tracing, 
several thousand of my own ancestors, lateral, and collateral relatives 

,• through most’of the northern states and Ontario, and collecting hundreds 
of official documents:dated :rom 1738 to 1978, I have never been, refused 
a record because of access restrictions except hospital patient records. 
I feel that this bill is a step in the right direction but could go fur­
ther. People researching in Alaska should meet with no more roadblocks 
than I have experienced in other states. I would like to see the time 
limits of 100 and 50 years reduced to about 30 years, if the purpose is 
genealogical research. The most persuasive argument against opening 
birth records is the problem of illegitimacy. Besides the fact that it 
no longer carries the stigma it once did, a professional genealogist 
couldn't care less what the records say, all he or she is interested in
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is locating them for the client. The client or individual researcher is 
a member of the illegitimate child's family and thus has a personal inter­
est in keeping the fact of illegitimacy within the family.

I feel a person's right to know about their own heritage outweighs 
any "right to privacy" of their ancestors and this includes a person's 
right to hire a researcher if unable or unwilling to travel to Juneau to 
do their own research. Therefore, I highly recommend passage of this 
bill, preferably with an amendment allowing disclosure to genealogists 
of those vital records not made public by AS 18.50.310(f).

Sincerely

Kit Stewart 
9119 Nagoon Lane 
Juneau, AK 99801 
789-9411



HOUSE BILL 91

"An Act relating to disclosure of vital statistics records"

The amendment to AS 18.50.310 to add a new subsection under (f) is similar 
to a provision in the Model State Vital Statistics Act which is endorsed by 
the Council of State Governments.

By making public, birth records after 100 years, and death, marriage, and 
divorce records after 50 years, it will satisfy the need expressed by many 
who desire to research their "roots". Becaus’e of the model law, many states 
have enacted this provision, with success, because, those vital records re­
lating to the living and next of kin, are still primarily protected.

Passage of H. B. 91 would make public about 33,000 of.the 675,000 records in 
the custody of the State Registrar of Vital Statistics.

It is acknowledged that care must be exercised in providing a place for the 
public review of these records, while assuring the continued safekeeping of the 
documents. The existing staff can monitor the record review.

The Dep_.'tment of Health and Social Services recommends passage of House Bill 
Number 91.

APPROVED BY

RECOMMENDED B

Date:

ROBERT LONDON SMITH, Ph.D. 
COMMISSIONER 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & 
SOCIAL SERVICES

Date:
a / / , / < !  3
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Identity Protection

10 ing a false status, occupation, membership, license, privilege, o r  identity
11 for himself or another person shall be fined not more than  S[ ]
12 or imprisoned not more than [ ] years, o r  both.
13 (c) Any person who uses any such docum ent to  commit a crime shall
14 be punished by fine or imprisonment or both  equal to that required by
15 statute for the accompanying offense. Such sentence shall be served con-
16 sccutivcly with that of the accompanying offense.

I Section 4. [Severability.] [Insert severability clause.]

1 Section 5. [Repeal.] [Insert repealer clause.]

I Section 6. [ Effective Oute.] [Insert effective date.]

"̂ 3 C ^ V - - e V  \ C(1C( 119

Model S la te  Vital S ta tis tics  Act ( \C \~ i  ( 7 c ^  7 V T > ^

The Model State Vital Statistics Act is a document designed to  be used by state 
registrars of vital statistics and state legislators when considering revision of the 
vital statistics laws. The main objectives of the 1977 revision of the model act are (1) 
to incorporate current social customs and practices and current technology into the 
policies and procedures of the vital statistics system in the slates, (2) to promote the 
uniformity of these policies and procedures to  the end that all vital records will be 
readily acceptable in all places as prima facie evidence of the facts therein recorded,
(3) to  enhance the level of comparability of vital statistics da ta  am ong the states, and
(4) to minimize duplication within the vital statistics system and thereby achieve 
maximum administrative economy.

The historical philosophy of the vital statistics systems in the United States is that 
vital events be registered only in the state in which they occur. This concept is 
m a in l in e d  in this revision of the model act. The jurisdiction of the state registrar 
extends only to boundaries of h.'. state, and standards for registration may be set 
and enforced only for those events occurring within those boundaries. This is a very 
important concept in maintaining the validity of vital records in their use for legal 
purposes. If it is to be respected, the appropriate procedures for recording birth and 
death information for United States citizens born or dying in foreign countries and 
certification of birth information for aliens adopted by United States citizens must 
continue to be the responsibility of those federal agencies which retain jurisdiction 
over recording these events.

While this revision of the model act docs not constitute an abrupt departure from 
earlier acts, there arc several modifications tha t should be noted. The most 
significant change relates to  the establishment of a centralized system for the 
collection, proccs-ing, registration, and certification of vital records in each state, 
whereby all vital events arc reported directly to the State Office of Vital Statistics. 
However, the model act contains authorization for local officcs-io perform those 
functions the slate registrar may direct, including the receipt and processing of vital 
records and the issuance of certified copies, when such offices can be shown to be an 
aid to efficient and effective operation of the system. The model act further provides 
for the options of allowing such local offices to w ork with records only for their 
designated geographic area or to be given access to the entire state file and allowing 
them to issue certified copies without regard to where the event occurred within the 
state. The important concept, however, is that these offices are part of the State 
Office of Vital Statistics and arc under the direct control of the stale registrar.

The recommendation for a change from a locally oriented vital statistics system to 
a centralized system is based on several considerations: (1) a centralized system 
produces more timely registration of  the records, thereby improving the timeliness 
of all operations, including publication of statistical data  as well ris fulfillment of 
citizens' needs for vital records services; (2) it decreases duplication and cost since 
many activities presently performed at local vital records offices arc: repeated nt the 
state office; (3) it reduces the opportunity  for fraudulent use of certified copies 
because amendments to the records will be easier to control and ccr'ificd copies will
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be issued only from the original record and not from copies. \ e  original record; 
and (4) due to the mobility of the population, it frequent! of no benefit to 
maintain a file of records in the county or town of birth or ..cath because many 
people do not reside in the place where they were born or where a family member 
dies.

This revision of the model act also makes a significant change in the registration 
of fetal deaths. Spontaneous fetal deaths of 20 completed weeks gestation or more 
and all induced terminations of pregnancy, irrespective of duration of gestation, will 
be reported as legally required statistical reports, which will not be incorporated 
into the official vital records file. This change recognizes the fact that spontaneous 
fetal death and induced abortion arc not legal events in the sense that they neither 
create nor change a legal status.

This revision of the model act also recognizes concerns about invasion of privacy, 
confidentiality, and fraudulent use of vital records and includes specific provision 
concerning these matters. In particular, the penalty provisionsofthcmodclact have 
been strengthened to serve as a deterrent to illegal use of vital records and to provide 
adequate penalties when prosecution is necessary.

In addition to this model act, model regulations have been developed to 
standardize many of the administrative practices and procedures in effect in vital 
statistics offices. The model act and the model regulations should be considered 
jointly whenever vital statistics statutes arc to be revised.

Suggested Legislation 

(Title, enacting clause, etc.)

1 Section 1. [Short Title.] This act may be cited as the [state] Vital Sta-
2 tistics Act.

1 Section 2. [Defin itions.] As used in this net:
2 (1) “Vital statistics" means the data derived from certificates and
3 reports of birth, death, spontaneous fetal death, induced termination of
4 pregnancy, marriage (divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment),
5 and related reports.
6  (2) "System of vital statistics" means the registration, collection,
7 preservation, amendment, and certification of vital records; the collection
8 of other reports required by this act; and activities related thereto includ-
9 ing the tabulation, analysis, and publication of vital statistics.

10 (3) "Vital records" means certificates or reports of birth, death, mnr-
11 riagc (divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment), and data related
12 thereto.
13 (4) “File" means the presentation of a vital record provided for in
14 this act for registration by the [Office of Vital Statistics].
15 (5) "Registration" means the acceptance by the [Office of Vital

16 Statistics] and the incorporation of vital records provided for in this act
17 into its official records.
18 (6 ) “ Live birth" means the complete expulsion or extraction from
19 its mother of a product of human conception, irrespective of the duration
20 of pregnancy, which, after such expulsion or extraction, breathes or
21 shows any other evidence of life such as beating of the heart, pulsation of
22 the umbilical cord, or definite movement of voluntary muscles, whether
23 or not the umbilical cord has been cut or the placenta is attached.
24 (7) "Fetal death" means death prior to the complete expulsion or
25 extraction from its mother of a product of human conception, irrespective
26 of the duration of pregnancy; the death is indicated by the fact that after
27 such expulsion or extraction, the fetus docs not breathe or show any other
28 evidence of life such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical
29 cord, or definite movement of voluntary muscles.
30 1 (i) "Induced termination of pregnancy" means the purposeful in-
31 tcrruption of pregnancy with the intention other than to produce a livc-
32 born infant or to remove a dead fetus and which does not result in a live
33 birth.
34 (ii) "Spontam'ous fetal death" means the expulsion or extraction
35 of a product oi human conception resulting in other than a live birth and
36 which is not an induced termination of pregnancy.
37 (8) “Dead body" means a human body or such parts of such huma.j
38 body from the condition of which it reasonably may be concluded that
39 death recently occurred.
40 (9) “Final disposition" means the burial, interment, cremation, rc-
41 movnl from the stale, or other authorized disposition of a dead body or
42 fetus.
43 (10) “ Physician" means a person authorized or licensed to practice
44 medicine or osteopathy pursuant to the laws of this state.
45 (I I )  "Institution" means any establishment, public or private, which
46 provides in-patient medical, surgical, or diagnostic care or treatment, or
47  nursing,, custodial, or domiciliary care, or to which persons arc com-
48 milled by law.

1 Section 3. [Office o f  Vital Statistics am i Statewide System o f  Vital
2 Statistics.] There is hereby established in the [state public health ad-
3 ministrative agency] an [Office of Vital Statistics] which shall install,
4 maintain, und operate the only system of vital statistics throughout this
5 state. The [Office of Vital Statistics] shall be provided with sufficient
6 staff, suitable offices, nnd other resources for the proper administration
7  of the system of vital statistics and for the picscrvation of its official
8 records.

1 Section 4. [Rules am i Regulations.] The [state public he; 'fit admiri-
2 istralivc agency], hereinafter referred to as "stntc agency," is authorized
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3 to adopt, amend, and repeal rules and regulations for the purpose of car-
4 rying out the provisions of this act.

1 Section 5. [Appointm ent o f  State Registrar o f  Vital Statistics.] The
2 [state health officer] shall appoint the stale registrar of vital statistics,
3 hereinafter referred to as “state registrar," in accordance with civil
4 service laws and regulations.

1 Section 6 . [Duties o f  State Registrar.]
2 (a) The state registrar shall:
3 (I) Administer and enforce the provisions of this act and Vhc rules
4 and regulations issued hereunder, and issue instructions for the efficient
5 administration of the system of vital statistics.
6 (2) Direct and supervise the system of vital statistics and the [Office
7 of Vital Statistics] and be custodian of its records.
8 (3) Direct, supervise, and control the activities of all persons when
9 they arc engaged in activities pertaining to the operation of the system of

10 vital statistics.
11 (4) Conduct training programs to promote uniformity of policy and
12 procedures throughout the state in matters pertaining to the system of
13 vital statistics.
14 (5) Prescribe, with the approval of the state agency, furnish, ana'
15 distribute such forms as arc required by this act and the rules and regu-
16 lations issued hereunder, or prescribe such other means for transmittal
17 of data as will accomplish tire purpose of complete and accurate reporting
18 and registration.
19 (6 ) Prepare and publish reports of vital statistics of this stale and
20 such other reports as may be required by the state agency.
21 (7) Provide to  local health agencies copies of  or data derived from
22 certificates and reports required under this act, as he or she shall determine 
2.'i arc necessary for local health planning and program activities. The state
24 registrar shall establish a schedule with each local health agency for trans-
25 miltnl of the copies ( -  data. The copies or data shall remain the property
26 of the [Office of Vital Statistics], and the use’; which may be made of them
27 shall be governed by the state registrar.
28 (h) The state registrar may establish or designate offices in the state
29 to nid in the efficient administration of the system of vital statistics.
30 (<:f The state registrar may delegate such functions and duties vested
31 in him or her to employees of the [Oflicc of Vital Statistics] and to employ-
32 ccs of .tiny office established or designated under Section 6(b).

1 Section 7. [Content o f  Certificates and Reports.]
2 (at In order to promote and maintain nationwide uniformity in the sys-
3 tern of vital statistics, the forms of certificates and reports required by this
4 act, or by regulations adopted hereunder, shall include as a minimum the
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5 items recommended by the federal agency responsible for national vital
6 statistics.
7 (b) Each certificate, report, and other document required by this act
8 shall be on a form or in a format prescribed by the state registrar.
9 (c) All vital records shall contain the dale received for registration.

10 (d) Information required in certificates or reports authorized by this
11 act may be filed and registered by photographic, electronic, or other means 
|2 as prescribed by the state registrar.

1 Section 8 . [Z7/r//i Registration.1
2 (a) A certificate of birth for each live birth which occurs in this state
3 shall be Tiled with the [Office of Vital Statistics], or as otherwise directed
4 by the state registrar, within five days after such birth and shall be rcgis-
5 tcrcd if it has been completed and filed in accordance with this section.
6 1 (b) When a birth occurs in an institution or cn route thereto, the pcr-
7  son in charge of the institution or his or her designated representative
8 shall obtain the personal data, prepare the certificate, secure the signa-
9 turcs required, and file the certificate as directed in Section 8(a) or as

10 otherwise directed by the state registrar within the required five days.
11 The physician or other person in attendance shall provide the medical
12 information required by the certificate and certify to the facts of birth
13 within 72 hours after the birth. If the physician or other person in attend-
14 ancc docs not certify to the facts of birth within the 72-hour period, the
15 person in charge of the institution shall complete and sign the certificate.
16 (c) When a birtb occurs outside an institution, the certificate shall
17 be prepared and filed by one of the following in the indicated order of
18 priority:
19 (I) The physician in attendance at or immediately after the birth.
2(1' (2) Any other person in attendance at or immediately after the birth.
21 (3) The father, the mother, or, in the absence of the father and the
22 inability of the mother, the person in charge of the premises where the
23 birth occurred.
24 (d) When a birth occurs on a moving conveyance within the United
25 States and the child is first removed from the conveyance in this state,
26 the birth shall be registered in this state and the place where it is first
27 removed shall be considered the place of birth. When a birth occurs on a
28 moving conveyance while in international waters or air space or in a for-
29 cign country or its air space and the child is first removed from the con-
30 vcyancc in this state, the birth shall he registered in this state hut the ccr-
31 tificatc shall show the actual place of birth insofar as can be determined.
32 (c)(1) If the mother was married at the time of either conception or
33  birth, or between conception and birth, the name of the husband shall he
34  entered on the eertjpcaic as the father of the child [and the surname of
35 the child shall be entered on the certificate as that of the husband], unless
36 paternity has been determined otherwise by [a court of competent juris-
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37 diction].
38 (2) If the mother was not married at the time of either conception or
39 birth or between conception and birth, the name of the father shall not
40 be entered on the certificate without the written consent of the mother and
41 the person to be named as the father, in which ease, upon written re-
42 quest of both parents, the surname of the child shall be entered on the
43 certificate as that of the father.
44 (3) In any ease in which paternity of a child is determined by [a
45 court of competent jurisdiction], the name of the rather and surname
46 of the child shall be entered on the certificate of birth in accordance with
47 the finding and order of the court.
48 (4) If the father is not named on the certificate of birth, no other in-
49 formation about the father shall be entered on the certificate. '
50 [(f ) In all other eases, the surname of the child shall be the legal sur-
51 name of the mother at the time of the birth.]
52 (0 The birth certificate of a child born to a married woman as a result
53 of artificial insemination, with consent of her husband, shall be completed
54 in acccrdancc with the provisions of Section 8(c)(1).
55 (g) Either of the parents of the child, or other informant, shall attest
56 to the accuracy of the personal data entered on the certificate in time to
57 permit the filing of the certificate within the five days prescribed in See-
58 tion 8(a).

1 Section 9. [Infants o f  Unknown Parentage; Foundling Registration.]
2 (a) Whoever assumes the custody of a live-born infant of unknown
3 parentage shall report on a form and in a manner prescribed by the state
4 registrar within five days to the [Office of Vital Statistics] the following
5 information:
6 ( 1) The date and place of finding.
7 (2) Sex, color or race, and approximate birth date of child.
8 (3) Name and address of the person or institution with whom the
9 child lias been placed for care.

10 (4) Name given to the child by the custodian of the child.
11 (5) Other data required by the state registrar.
12 (b) The place where the child was found shall he entered as the place 
!3 of birth.
14 (c) A i ,*port registered under this section shall constitute the certificate
15 of birth for the child.
16 (d) If the child is identified and a certificate of birth is found or oh-
17 taincJ, the report registered under this section shall be placed in a special
18 file and shall not be subject to inspection except upon order of [a court
19 of competent jurisdiction] or as provided by regulation.

1 Section 10. [Delayed Registration o f  B irth.]
2 (a) When a certificate of birth of a person born in this state has not
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3 been filed within the time period provided in Section 8 , a certificate of birth
4 may be filed in accordance with regulations of the state agency. The ccr-
5 tificatc shall be registered subject to such evidentiary requirements as
6  the state agency shall by regulation prescribe to substantiate the alleged
7 facts of birth.
8 (b) Certificates of birth registered one year or more after the date of
9 birth shall be made on forms prescribed and furnished by the state rcgis-

10 trar, marked “Delayed,” and shall show on their lace the date of the de-
11 layed registration.
12 (c) A summary statement of the evidence submitted in support of the
13 delayed registration shall be endorsed on the certificate.
14 (d)(1) When an applicant docs not submit the minimum documentation
15 required in the regulations for delayed registration or when the state
16 registrar has reasonable cause to question the validity or adequacy of the
17 Applicant’s sworn statement or the documentary evidence, and if the de-
18 ficicncics arc not corrected, the state registrar shall not register the dc-
19 layed certificate of birth and shall advise the applicant of the reasons for
20 this action, and shall further advise the applicant of his or her right of ap-
21 peal to [court of competent jurisdiction].
22 (2) The stale agency may by regulation provide for the dismissal
23 of an application which is not actively prosecuted.

1 Section 11. [Judicia l Procedure to Establish Facts o f  B irth.]
2 (a) If a delayed certificate or birth is rejected under the provisions of
3 Section 10, a petition signed and sworn to by the petitioner may be
4 filed with [court of competent jurisdiction] for an  order establishing a
5 record of the date ar.d place of the birth and the parentage of the person
6 whose birth is to be registered.
7 (b) The petition shall be made on a form prescribed and furnished by
8 the state registrar and shall allege:
9 (I) That the person for whom a delayed certificate of birth is sought

10 was born in this state.
11 (2) That no certificate of birth of such person can be found in the
12 [Office of Vital Statistics] or [the office of any local custodian of birth ccr- 
|3 tificatcs].
14 (3) That diligent efforts by the petitioner have failed to obtain the
15 evidence required in accordance with Section 10 nnd regulations adopted
16 pursuant thereto.
17 (4) That the state registrar has refused to register n delayed ccr-
18 tificatc of birth.
19 (5) Such other allegations as may be required.
20 (c) The petition shall be accompanied by a statement of the state
21 registrar made in accordance with Section 10 nnd all documentary cvi-
22  dcncc which was submitted to the state registrar in support of such rcgis-
23 tration.
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24 (d) The court shall fix a time and place for hearing the petition and
25 shall give the state registrar [ ] days notice of said hearing. The
26 state registrar or his authorized representative may appear and testify in
27 the proceeding.
28 (e) If the court finds, from the evidence presented, that the person for
29 whom a delayed certificate of birth is sought was born in this state, it
30 shall make findings as to the place and date of birth, parentage, and such
31 other findings as may be required and shall issue an order, on a form prc-
32 scribed and furnished by the state registrar, to establish a certificate of
33 birth. This order shall include the birth data to be registered, a dcscrip-
34 tion of the evidence presented and the date of the court’s action.
35 (0 The clerk of the court shall forward each such order to the state
36 registrar not later than the tenth day of the calendar month following the
37 month in which it was entered. The order shall be registered by the state
38 registrar and shall constitute the certificate of birtn.

1 Section 12. [Court Reports o f  Adoption.']
2 (a) For each adoption decreed by [court of competent jurisdiction]
3 in this state, the court shall require the preparation of a report of adoption
4 on a form prescribed and furnished by the state registrar. The report shall
5 include such facts as arc necessary to locale and identify the certificate of
6 , birth of the person adopted, shall provide information necessary to cstab-
7 lisli a new certificate of birth of the person adopted, and shall identify the
8 order of adoption and be certified by the clerk of the court.
9 (b) Information necessary to prepare the report of adoption shall be

10 furnished by each petitioner for adoption or his attorney. The [social, wcl-
11 fare agency] or any person having knowledge of the facts shall supply
12 the court with such additional information as may be necessary to corn-
13 plctc the report. The provision of such information shall be prerequisite
14 to the issuance of a final decree in the matter by the court.
15 (c) Whenever an adoption decree is amended or annulled, the clerk
16 of the court shall prepare a report thereof, which shall include such
17 facts as are necessary to identify the original adoption report and the facts
18 amended in the adoption decree as shall he necessary to properly amend
19 the birth record.
20 (d) Not later than the [ ] day of each calendar month or more
21 frequently, as directed by the state registrar, the clerk of the court shall
22 forward to the state registrar rcforts of decrees of adoption, annulment of
23 adoption, and amendments of decrees of adoption which were entered in
24 the preceding month, together with such related reports as the state
25 registrar shall require.
26 (c) When the state registrar shall receive a report of adoption, annul-
27 mcnt of adoption, or amendment of a decree of adoption for a person born
28 outside this state, lie or she shall forward such report to the state registrar
29 in the state of birth. If the birth occurred in a foreign country, the report
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30 of adoption shall be returned to the attorney or agency handling the adop-
31 tion for submission to the appropriate federal agency.

1 Section 13. [New Certificates o f  Birth Following Adoption; Legitima-
2 tion; Paternity Determination; and Paternity Acknowledgment.]
3 (a) The slate registrar shall establish a new certificate of birth for a
4 person born in this state when he or she receives the following:
5 (I) A report of adoption as provided in Section 12 or a report of
6 adoption prepared and filed in accordance with the laws of another state
7 or foreign country, or a certified copy of the decree of adoption, together
8 with the information necessary to  identify the original certificate of birth
9 and to establish a new certificate of birth; except that a new certificate of

10 birth shall not be established if so requested by the court decreeing the
11 adoption, the adoptive parents, or the adopted person.
13. (2) A request that a new certificate be established as prescribed by
13 regulation and such evidence as required by regulation proving that such
14 person has been legitimated, or that [court of competent jurisdiction] has
15 determined the paternity of such a person, or that both parents have ack-
16 nowlcdgcd the paternity of such person and request that the surname be
17 changed to that of the father.
18 (b) When a new certificate of birth is established, the actual place and
19 date of birth shall be shown. The new certificate shall be substituted for
20 the original certificate of birth in the files, and the original certificate of
21 birth and the evidence of adoption, legitimation, paternity determination,
22 or paternity acknowledgment shall not be subject to inspection except
23 upon order of [court of competent jurisdiction] or as provided by rcgula-
24 tion.
25 (c) Upon receipt of a report of an amended decree of adoption, the
26 certificate of birth shall be amended as provided by regulation.
27 (d) Upon receipt of a report or decree of annulment of adoption, the
28 original certificate of birth shall be restored to its place in the files and
29 the new certificate nnd evidence shall not he subject to inspection except
30 upon order of [court of competent jurisdiction] or as provided by rcgula-
31 tion.
32 (c) If no certificate of birth is on file for the person for whom a new
33 birth certificate is to be established under this section, and the date and
34 place of birth have not been determined in the adoption or paternity
35 proceedings, a delayed certificate of birth shall be filed with the state
36 registrar as provided for in Sections 10 or 11 before a new certificate of
37 birth is established. The new birth certificate shall be prepared on the
38 delayed birth certificate form.
39 (0  When p. new certificate of birth is established by the state registrar,
40 all copies of the original certificate of birth in the custody of any other
41 custodian of vital records in this state shal. be sealed from inspection or
42 forwarded to the state registrar, as he or she shall direct.
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1 Section 14. [Death Registration.]
2 (a) A certificate of death for each death which occurs in this state
3 shall be filed with the [Office of Vital Statistics], or as otherwise directed by
4 the state registrar, within five days after death and prior to final disposi-
5 tion, and shall be registered if it has been completed and filed in accord-
6 ancc with this section.
7 (I) If the place of death is unknown but the dead body is found in
8 this state, the certificate of death shall be completed and filed in accord-
9 ance with this section. The place where the body is found shall be shown

10 as the place of death. If the date of death is unknown, it shall be detcr-
11 mined by approximation.
12 (2) When death occurs in a moving conveyance in the United States
13 and the body is first removed from the conveyance in this state, the death
14 shall be registered in this state and the place where it is first removed shall
15 be considered the place of death. When a death occurs on a moving convcy-
16 ancc while in in'ernational waters or  air space or in a foreign country or
17 its air space and the body is first removed from the conveyance in this state,
18 the death shall be registered in this state but the certificate shall show the
19 actual place of death insofar as can be determined.
20 (b) The funeral director or person acting as such who first assumes
21 custody of the dead body shall file the certificate of death. He or she shall
22 obtain the personal data from the next of kiu or the best qualified person
23 or source available and shall obtain the medical certification from the pcr-
24 son responsible therefor.
25 (c) The medical certification shall be completed, signed, and returned
26 to the funeral di.ector within 48 hours after death by the physician in
27 charge of the patient’s care for the illness or condition which resulted in
28 death, except when inquiry is required by the [postmortem examinations
29 act]. In the absence of said physician or with his or her approval the ccr-
30 tificatc may be completed and signed by his or her associate physician,
31 the chief medical officer of the institution in which death occurred, or the
32 physician who performed an autopsy upon the decedent, provided, that
33 individual has access to the medical history of the ease, views the dc-
34 ceased at or after death, and death is due to natural causes.
35 (d) When death occurs more than [10] days after the decedent was
36 last treated by a physician, the ease shall be referred to the [medical ex-
37 amincr, coroner] for investigation to determine and certify the cause of
38 death.
39 (e) When inquiry is required by the [postmortem examinations net],
40 the [medical examiner, coroner] shall determine the cause of death and
41 shall complete and sign the medical certification within 48 hours after tak-
42 ing charge of the ease.
43 (0  If the cause of death cannot be determined within 48 hours after
44 death, the medical certification shall be completed as provided by rcgula-
45 tion. The attending physician or [medical examiner, coroner] shall give
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46 the funeral director or person acting as such notice of the reason for the
47 delay, and final disposition of the body shall not be made until authorized
48 by the attending physician or [medical examiner, coroner].
49 (g) When a death is presumed to have occurred within this state but the
50 body cannot be located, a death certificate may be prepared by the state
51 registrar upon receipt of an order of [court of competent jurisdiction],
52 which shall include the finding of facts required to complctcnthc death
53 certificate. Such a death certificate shall be marked “Presumptive" and
54 shall show on its face the dale of registration and shall identify the
55 court and the date of decree.

1 Section 15. [Delayed Registration o f  Death.]
2 (a) When a death occurring in this state has not been registered within
3 the time period prescribed by Section 14, a certificate of death may be
4 x filed in accordance with regulations of the state agency. Such certificate
5 shall be registered subject to such evidentiary requirements as the stale
6 agency shall by regulation prescribe to substantiate the alleged facts of
7 death.
8 (b) Certificates of death registered one year or more after the date of
9 death shall be marked “Delayed" and shall show on their face the date of

10 the delayed registration

1 Section 16. [Reports o f  Spontaneous Fetal Death.]
2 (a) Each spontaneous fetal death of 20 completed weeks gestation or
3 more, calculated from the date last normal menstrual period began to the
4 date of delivery, or a weight of 350 grams or more, which occurs in this
5 state shall be reported within five days after delivery to the [Office of Vital
6  Statistics] or as otherwise directed by the state registrar. All induced ler-
7 minntions of pregnancy shall be reported in the manner prescribed in Scc-
8 tion 17 and shall not be reported as spontaneous fetal deaths.
9 (I) When a dead fetus is delivered in an institution, the person in

10 charge of the institution or his or her designated representative shall prc-
11 pare nnd file the report.
12 12) When a dead fetus is delivered outside an institution, the physi-
13 cian in attendance at or immediately after delivery shall prepare and file
14 the report.
15 (3) When a spontaneous fetal death required to be reported by this
16 section occurs without medical attendance at or immediately nftcr the
17 delivery or when inquiry is required by the [postmortem examinations
18 act], the [medical examiner, coroner] shall investigate the cause of fetal
19 death nnd shall prepare and file the report within five days.
20 (4) When a spontaneous fetal death occurs in a moving conveyance
21 and the fetus is first removed from the conveyance in this state or when n
22 dead fetus is found in this state and the place of fetal death is unknown, 
2.1 the fetal death shall be reported in this stale. The place where the fetus
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24 was first removed from the conveyance or the dead fetus was found shall
25 be considered the place of fetal death.
26 (b) The name of the father shall be entered on the spontaneous fetal
27 death report in accordance with the provisions of Section 8.

1 Section 17. [ Reports o f  Induced Termination o f  Pregnancy.] Each in-
2 duccd termination of pregnancy which occurs in this state, regardless of
3 the length of gestation, shall be reported to the [Office of Vital Statistics]
4 within five days by the person in charge of the institution in which the
5 induced termination of pregnancy was performed. If the induced tcrmina-
6 tion of pregnancy was performed outside an  institution, the attending phy-
7 sician shall prepare and file the report.

1 Section 18. [Statistical Reports.] The reports required under Sections
2 16 and 17 arc statistical reports to be used only for medical and health-.
3 purposes and shall not be incorporated into the permanent official records
4 of the system of vital statistics. A schedule for the disposition of these rc-
5 ports may be provided by regulation.

1 Section 19. [Authorization fo r  Final D isposition.]
2 (a) The funeral director or person acting as such who first assumes cus-
3 tody of a dead body shall, prior to final disposition of the body, obtain
4 authorization for final disposition of the body. The physician or [medical
5 examiner, coroner] when certifying the cause of death also shall authorize
6 final disposition of the body on a form prescribed and furnished by the
7 slate registrar. If the body is to be cremated, additional authorization for
8 cremation must be obtained from the [medical examiner, coroner] on a
9 form prescribed and furnished by the state registrar.

10 (b) Prior to final disposition of a dead fetus, irrespective of the dura-
11 tion of pregnancy, the funeral director, the person in charge of the inslitu-
12 tion, nr other person assuming responsibility for final disposition of the
13 fetus shall obtain from the parents authorization for final disposition.
14 Such authorization shall be on a form prescribed and furnished or np-
15 proved by the state registrar.
16 (c) With the consent of the physician or [medical examiner, coroner]
17 who is to certify the cause of death, a dead body may be moved from the
18 place of death for the purpose of being prepared for final disposition.
19 (d) An authorization for final disposition issued under the law of an-
20 other state which accompanies a dead body or fetus brought into this
21 stale shall be authority for final disposition of the body or fetus in this
22 state.
23 (c) No sexton or other person in charge of any place in which interment
24 or other disposition of dead bodies is made slmll inter or allow interment
25 or other disposition of a dead body or fetus unless it is accompanied by
26 authorization for final disposition.

27 (0  Each person in charge of any place for final disposition shall in-
28 elude in the authorization the date of disposition and shall sign and return
29 all authorizations to the funeral director or person acting as such within 10
30 days after the date of disposition. When there is no person in charge of
31 the place for final disposition, the funeral director or person acting as such
32 shall endorse the authorization. At the close of each month the funeral di-
33 rector or person acting as such shall transmit to the slate registrar, in the
34 state where death occurred, all endorsed authorizations received during
35 the month,
36 (g) Authorization for disinterment and reinterment shall be required
37 prior to disinterment of a dead body or fetus. Such authorization shall
38 be issued by the slate registrar to a licensed funeral director or person act-
39 ing as such, upon proper application.

1 x Section 20. [Marriage Registration.]
2 (a) A record of each marriage performed in this state shall be filed
3 with the [Office of Vital Statistics] and shall be registered if it has bccncom-
4 plcted and filed in accordance with this section.
5 (b) The official who issues the marriage license shall picparc the rcc-
6 ord on the form prescribed and furnished by the state registrar upon the
7 basis of information obtained from [one of] the parties to be married.
8 (c) Each person who performs a marriage shall certify the fact of mar-
9 riagc and return the record to the official who issued the license within

10 [ ] days after the ceremony. [This record shall be signed by the
11 witnesses to the ceremony.] [A signed copy shall be given to the parties.]
12 (d) Every official issuing marriage licenses shall complete and forward
13 to the [Office of Vital Statistics] on or before the [ ] day of each cal-
14 endar month the records of marriages returned to such official during
15 the preceding calendar month.
16 (c) A marriage record not filed within the time prescribed by statute
17 may be registered in accordance with regulations of the state agency.
18 [(0  [Provision for a recording fee may be added here if desired.]]

1 Section 21. [[Divorce, Dissolution o f  Marriage, or Annulment] Regis-
2 /ra tion .]
2 (a) A record of cnch [divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment]
4 granted by any court in this state shall he filed by the [clerk of the court]
5 with the [Office of Vital Statistics] and shall be registered if it has been
6 completed and filed in accordance with this section. The record shall be
7 prepared by the petitioner or his or her legal representative on n form prc-
8 scribed and furnished by the state registrar nnd shnll be presented to the 
7 [clerk of the court] with the petition, In all eases the completed record

10 shall be prerequisite to the granting of the final decree.
11 (l>) The [clerk of the court] shall complete and forward to the [Office
12 of Vital Statistics] on or before the [ ] day of '•ach calendar month
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13 the records of each [divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment] decree 
114 granted during the preceding calendar month.
15 [(c) [Provision for a recording fee may be added here if desired.]]

1 Section 22. [Amendment o f  Vital Records.]
2 (a) A cciiificate or report registered under this act may be amended
3 only in accordance with this act and regulations adopted by the state agcn-
4 cy to protect the integrity and accuracy of vital records.
5 (b) A certificate or report that is amended under this section shall be
6 marked “Amended," except as otherwise provided in this section. The
7 date of amendment and a summary description of the evidence submitted
8 in support of the amendment shall be endorsed on or made a part of the
9 record. The state agency shall prescribe by regulation the conditions un-

10 dcr which additions or minor corrections may be made to certificates or
11 records within one year after the date of the event without the certificate
12 or record being marked “Amended."
13 (c) Upon written request of both parents and receipt of a sworn ac-
14 knowlcdgmcnt of paternity signed by both parents of a child born out of
15 wedlock, the state registrar shall amend the certificate of birth to show
16 such paternity if paternity is not already shown on the certificate of birth.
17 Such certificate shall not be marked "Amended."
18 (d) Upon receipt of a certified copy of an order of [court of competent
19 jurisdiction] changing the name of a person born in this state and upon
20 request of such person or his or her patents, g"ardian, or legal rcprcscnt-
21 ativc, the state registrar shall amend the certificate of birth to show the
22 new name.
23 (c) Upon receipt of a certified copy of an order of [court of competent
24 jurisdiction] indicating the sex of an individual born in this state has been
25 changed by surgical procedure nnd that such individual’s name has been
26 changed, the certificate of birth of such individual shall be amended [as
27 prescribed in Regulation 10.8(a)(5)] to reflect such changes.
28 (0 When an applicant docs not submit the minimum documentation
29 required in the regulations for amending a vital record or when the state
30 registrar has reasonable cause to question the validity or adequacy of
31 the applicant's sworn statements or the documentary evidence, and if the
32 deficiencies arc not corrected, the state registrar shall not amend the
33 vital record and shall advise the applicant of the reason for this action and
34 shall further advise the applicant of the right of appeal to [court of com-
35 pctcnt jurisdiction],
36 (g) When a certificate or report is amended under this section, the
37 state registrar shall report the amendment to any other custodians of the
38 vital recoid and their record shall be amended accordingly.

1 Section 23. [Reproduction o f  Vital Records.] To preserve vital records,
2 the state registrar is authorized to prepare typewritten, photographic,

3 electronic, or other reproductions of certificates or reports in the [Of-
4 ficc of Vital Statistics]. Such reproductions when certified by the stale
5 registrar shall be accepted as the original records. The documents from
6 which permanent reproductions have been made and verified may be
7 disposed of as provided by regulation.

Section 24. [Disclosure o f  Inform ation fro m  Vital Records.]
(a) To protect the integrity of vital records, to ensure their proper use, 

and to ensure the efficient and proper administration of the system of vital 
statistics, it shall be unlawful for any person to permit inspection of, or
to disclose information contained in vital records, or copy or issue a
copy of all or part of any such record except as authorized by this act and 
by regulation or by order of [court of competent jurisdiction]. Regulations 
adopted under this section shall provide for adequate standards of sccuri- 
tyiand confidentiality of vital records.

(b) The state agency may authorize by regulation the disclosure of in­
formation contained in vital records for research purposes.

(c) Appeals from decisions of custodians of vital records, as designated 
under authority of Section 6 (b), who refuse to disclose information, or to 
permit inspection or copying of records as prescribed by this section and 
regulations issued hereunder, shall be made to the state registrar whose 
decisions shall be binding upon such custodians.

(d) When 100 years have elapsed after the date of birth, or 50 years 
have elapsed after the date of death, marriage, or [divorce, dissolution of 

'marriage, or annulment], the records of these events in the custody of the 
state registrar shall become public records nnd information shall be made 
available in accordance with regulations which shall provide for the con­
tinued safekeeping of the records.

1 Section 25. [Copies or Data fro m  the System o f  Vital Statistics.] In ac-
2 cordancc with Section 24 and the regulations adopted pursuant thereto:
3 (I) The state registrar [and other cuslodian(s) of vital records au-
4 thorized by the slate registrar to issue certified copies] shall upon receipt
5 of a written application issue a certified copy of a vital record in his or her
6 custody or a part thereof to any npplicnnt having a direct and tangible in-
7 tercst in the vital record. Each copy issued shall show the dale of registra­
nt tion and copies issued from records marked "Delayed" or "Amended" 
9 shall be similarly marked and show the effective date. The documentary

10 evidence used to establish n delayed certificate shall be shown on all
11 copies issued. All forms and procedures used in the issuance of certified
12 copies of vital records in the state shall be provided or approved by the
13 state registrar.
14 (2) A certified copy of a vital record or any part thereof, issued in
15 accordance with Section 25(1), shall be considered for all purposes the
16 same as the original and shall be prima fncic evidence of the facts stated

Vital Statistics I J J



e  - •  . -----------  ■  ----------------------------------, ---------

134 . vital statistics

17 therein, provided that the evidentiary value of a certificate or record filed
18 more than one year after the event, or a record which has been amended,
19 shall be determined by the judicial or administrative body or official bc-
20 fore whom the certificate is offered as evidence.
21 (3) The federal agency responsible for national vital statistics may
22 be furnished such copies or data from the system of vital statistics as it
23 may require for national statistics, provided such federal agency share in
24 the cost of collecting, processing, and transmitting such data, and pro-
25 vided further that such data shall not be used for other than statistical
26 purposes by the federal agency unless so authorized by the state registrar.
27 (4) Federal, r ’atc, local, and other public or private agencies may,
28 upon request, be furnished copies or data from the system of vital stalis-
29 tics for statistical or administrative purposes upon such terms or condi-
30 tions as may be prescribed by regulation, provided that such copies or
31 data shall not be used for purposes other than those for which they,
32 were requested unless so authorized by the stale registrar.
33 (5) The state registrar may, by agreement, transmit copies of records
34 and other reports required by this act to  offices of vital statistics outside
35 this state when such records or other reports relate to residents of those
36 jurisdictions or persons born in those jurisdictions. The agreement shall
37 require that the copies be used for statistical and administrative purposes
38 only and the agreement shall further provide for the retention and dispo-
39 silion of such copies. Copies received by the [Office of Vital Statistics] from
40 offices of vital statistics in other states shall be handled in the same
41 manner as prescribed in this section.
42 (6) No person shall prepare or issue any certificate which purports to
43 be an original, certified copy, or copy of a vital record except as autho-
44 rized in this act or regulations adopted hereunder.

1 Section 26. [Few fo r  Copies and Searches.]
2 (a) The state agency shall prescribe by regulation the fees to be paid
3 for certified copies of certificates or records, or for n search of the files or
4 records when no copy is made, or for copies or information provided for
5 research, statistical, or administrative purposes.
6 (b) Fees collected under this section by the state registrar shall be dc-
7 posited in the [general fund, special vital statistics fund] of this state, ac-
8 cording to the procedures established by [the laws governing collection,
9 the state treasurer].

1 Section 27. [Persons Required to Keep Records.]
2 (a) Every person in charge of an institution shall keep a record of pcr-
3 sonnl data concerning each person admitted or confined to such institu-
4 tion. This tecord shall include such information as required for the ccrti- 

.5 ficates of birth and death nnd the reports of spontaneous fetal death and
6 induced termination of pregnancy required by this act. The record shall

7  be made at the time of admission from information provided by the person
8 being admitted or confined, but when it cannot be so obtained, the infor-
9 mation shall be obtained from relatives or other persons acquainted with

10 the facts. The name and address of the person providing the information
11 shall be a part of the record.
12 (b) When a dead body or dead fetus is released or disposed of by an
13 institution, the person in charge of the institution shall keep a record show-
14 ing the name of the decedent, date of death, name and address of the pcr-
15 son to whom the body or fetus is released, and the date of removal from
16 the institution. If final disposition is made by the institution, the date,
17 place, and manner of disposition shall also be recorded.
18 (c) A funeral director, embalmcr, sexton, or other person who removes
19 from the place of death, transports, or makes final disposition of a dead
20 body or fetus, in addition to filing any certificate or other report required
21 by this act or regulations promulgated hereunder, shall keep a record
22 which shall identify the body, and such information pertaining to his or
23 her receipt, removal, delivery, burial, or cremation of such body as may be
24 required by regulations adopted by the state agency.
25 (d) Records maintained under this section shall be retained for a period
26 of not less than [ ] years and shall be made available for inspcc-
27 tion by the state registrar or his or her r  prcscntativc upon demand.

1 Section 28. [Duties to Furnish Inform ation.]
2 (a) Any person having knowledge of the facts shall furnish such infor-
3 mation as he or she may possess regarding any birth, death, spontaneous
4 fetal death, induced termination of pregnancy, marriage, or [divorce,
5 dissolution of marriage, or annulment], upon demand of the state registrar.
6 [(b) Not later than the tenth day of the month following the month of
7 occurrence, the administrator of each institution shall send to the [Office
8 of Vital Statistics] a list showing all births and deaths occurring in that in-
9 st it lit ion during the preceding month. Such lists shall be on forms provided

10 by the stale registrar.]
11 [(c) Not later than the tenth day of the month following the month of
12 occurrence, cad i funeral director shall send to the [Office of Vital Statistics]
13 a list showing all dead bodies embalmed or otherwise prepared for final
14 disposition or dead bodies finally disposed of by the funeral director dur-
15 ing the preceding month. Such list shall be made on forms provided by
16 the state registrar.]

1 Section 29. [M atching o f  Birth and Death Certificates.] To protect the
2 integrity of vital records nnd to prevent the fraudulent use of birth ccrtifi-
3 cates of deceased persons, the state registrar is lereby authorized to
4 match birth nnd death certificates, in accordance with written standards
5 promulgated by the state registrar to prove beyond a reasonable doubt
6  the fact of death, and to post the facts of death to the appropriate birth
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7 certificate. Copies issued from birth certificates marked deceased shall
8 be similarly marked.

1 Section 30. [Penalties.]
2 (a) A fine of not more than $10,000 or imprisonment of not more than
3 five years, or both, shall be imposed on:
4 ( 1) Any person who willfully and knowingly makes any false statc-
5 ment in a certificate, record, or report required by this act, or in an appli-
6 cation for an amendment thereof, or in an application for a certified copy
7 of a vital record, or who willfully and knowingly supplies false informa-
8 tion intending that such information be used in the preparation of any such
9 report, record, or certificate, or amendment thereof.

10 (2) Any person who without lawful authority and with the intent to
11 deceive makes, counterfeits, alters, amends, or mutilates any certificate,
12 record, or report required by this act or a certified copy of such certificate,
13 record, or report.
14 (3) Any person who willfully and knowingly obtains, possesses, uses,
15 sells, furnishes, or attempts to obtain, possess, use, sell, or furnish to an
16 other, for any purpose of deception, any certificate, record, or report re-
17 quircd by this act or certified copy thereof so made, counterfeited, altered,
18 amended, or mutilated, or which is false in whole or in part or which re-
19 latcs to the birth of another person, whether living or deceased.
20 (4) Any employee of the [Office of Vital Statistics or any office dcsig-
21 natcd under Section 6 (b)] who willfully and knowingly furnishes or
22 processes a certificate of birth, or certified copy of a certificate of birth,
23 with the knowledge or intention that it be used for the purposes of dcccp-
24 tion.
25 (5) Any person who without lawful authority possesses any certificate,
26 record, or report, required by this act or a copy or certified copy of such
27 certificate, record, or report knowing same to have been stolen or other-
28 wise unlawfully obtained.
29 (b) A fine of not more than $1,000 or imprisonment of not more than
30 one year, or both, shall be imposed on:

•31 (I) Any person who willfully and knowingly refuses to provide in-
32 formation required by this act or regulations adopted hereunder.
33 (2) Any person who willfully and knowingly transports or accepts
34 for transportation, interment, or other disposition a dead body without an
35 accompanying permit as provided in this act.
36 (3) Any person who willfully nnd knowingly neglects or violates nny
37 of the provisions of this net or refuses to perform nny of the duties imposed
38 upon him or her by this act.

1 Section 31. [A pp licab ility .] The provisions of this net also apply to all
2 certificates of birth, death, marriage, nnd reports of [divorce, dissolution
3 of marriage, or annulment], spontaneous fetal death, nnd induced termina-

4 tion of pregnancy previously received by the [Office of Vital Statistics]
5 and in the custody of the state registrar or any other [custodian of vital
6 records],

1 Section 32. [ Uniform ity o f  Interpretation.'] This act shall be so con-
2 slrucd as to effectuate its general purpose to make uniform the laws of
3 those stales which enact it.

I Section 33. [Severability.] [Insert severability clause.]

1 Section 34. [Repeal.] [Insert repealer clause.]

I Section 35. [Effective Dale.] [Insert effective date.]

• i

Model S ta te  Vital S ta tis tics  R egulations

This set of Model State Vital Statistics Regulations has been developed to 
supplement the Model State Vital Statistics Act of 1977 and to serve as a more 
detailed guide to slate and local registration officials who administer the vital 
statistics system of the United States.
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Regulation I . Duties o f State Registrar.
(Authorization : Section 6 o f the model act)

Regulation 1.1. [F o rm s ,] A ll form s, certificates, and reports used in the system o f vital statistics are 
the property o f the [state public health administrative agency], hereinafter referred to as "state agency," 
and shall be surrendered to the state registrar o f vital statistics hereinafter referred to as "sta le registrar," 
upon demand. The form s prescribed and distributed by the state registrar fo r  reporting vital statistics 
shall he used only fo r  o ffic ia l purposes. Only those forms furnished or approved by the state registrar 
shall lie used in the repotting o f vital statistics or in making copies thereof.

Regulation \.2.[Requlremenisfor Preparation o f  Cerll/lcatet.] A ll certificates and records relating to 
vital statistics must either be prepared on a typewriter with a black ribbon or printed legibly in black, 
unfading ink. A ll signatures required shall be entered in black, unfading ink. Unless otherwise directed by 
the stale registrar, no certificate shall be complete and coriect and acceptable fo r registration:

(1 ) That does not have the certifier’s name typed o r printed legibly under his or her signature.
(2 ) That does not supply a ll items o f in form ation called fo r thereon or satisfactorily account fo r 

theii omission.
(3 ) That contains alterations or erasures,
(4 ) That docs not contain handwritten signatures as required.
(5 ) That is marked "copy" or "duplicate."
(f>) That it a carbon copy.
(7 ) That is prepared on an improper form .
(8 ) That contains improper or inconsistent data.
(9 ) That contains an indefinite cause o f death which denotes only symptoms o f disease or conditions 

resulting from  disease.
(10 ) 1 hat is not prepared in conform ity with regulations or Instructions issued by the stale registrar.
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Regulation 1.3. [Designation o f  Additional Offices.]
(a ) The slate registrar shall determine whether offices other than the [O ffice o f Vital Statistics] are 

needed in this stale to aid in the efficient administration o f the system o f vital statistics. Such 
determination shall be based on an evaluation o f the most efficient method to meet Ihc needs o f the 
people o f this slate with respect to the establishment and operation o f the system o f vital statistics.

(b ) I f  the slate registrar determines that additional offices arc necessary, such offices shall be 
designated with the approval o f the state agency. The duties and responsibilities may be assigned to 
currently existing offices or special branch offices o f the [O ffice o f Vital Statistics] may be established in 
those areas where they arc deemed necessary, or a combination or existing offices and branch offices may 
be used. In all cases where existing officcsarc utilized, Ihcemployccsofsuch offices shall be subject to the 
control o f the slate registrar when they arc perform ing functions rc latingto the system o f vital statistics.

(c) The state registrar shall delegate such duties and responsibilities to such offices as lie deems 
necessary to ensure the efficient operation o f the system o f vital statistics. These may include any or all o f 
the following:

' I )  The receipt and processing o f birth, death, nnd spontaneous fetal death records. This would 
in-Jude the receipt o f these records from  the person responsible fo r filing the record,'checking them fo r 
accuracy and completeness, and forwarding them to the [O ffice o f Vital Statistics] nt intervals prescribed 
by the stale registrar.

(2) Issuance o f certified copies o f birth and /o r death records. The records from  which thcccrlifieo 
copies arc issued sha ll be provided by the [O ffice o f Vital Statistics], A ll form s and procedures used to 
issue the copies shall be provided o r approved by the slate registrar. I f  it is deemed appropriate and 
feasible, any such office may be provided access to a ll birth and /o r death records filed in this state.

(3) Acting as the agent o f the stale registrar in their designated area and providing assistance to 
physicians, hospitals, funeral directors, and others in matters related to the system o f vital statistics.

(d ) The state registrar, with Ihc approval o f the state agency, shall determine the responsibilities and 
duties o f each office independently.

Regulation 2. Infants o f Unknown Parentage; Foundling Registration.
(Authorization : Section 9 o f the model act)

(a) The report fo r  an infant o f unknown parentage shall be registered on a regular certificate o f live 
birth and shall:

(1 ) Have "found ling" plain ly marked in the top margin o f the certificate.
(2 ) Show the required facts as determined by approximation and have parentage data left blank.
(3 ) Show the signature nnd title o f the custodian in lieu o f Ihc attendant.

(b ) When a report has been placed in a special file as provided by [Section 9 (d ) o f the model act], the 
stale registrar may inspect such in form ation fo r purposes o f properly administering the vital statistics 
program.

Regulation 3. Delayed Registration o f I!ir!h.
(Authorization : Section 10 o f the model act)

Regulation 3.1. [Registration— P itt Days to One Year.)
(a ) Certificates o f birth filed after five days, but within one year from  the dale o f birth, shall be 

registered on the standard form  o f live birth certificate in Ihc manner prescribed in [Section 8 o f the 
model net]. Such certificate shall not lie marked "D e layed ."

(b ) In any case where the certificate is signed by someone other than the attendant o r person in charge 
o f the institution where birth occurred, a notarized statement setting forth  the reason therefor must lie 
Attached to the certificate. The state registrar may require additional evidence in support o f the facts o f 
birth and/or an explanation o f why the certificate o f birth svas not filed within the required fisc days.

Regulation 3 2. [ Delayed Certificate o f  llirih Pnrm.] A ll certificates registered one year or more after 
(lie dale o f birth are to be registered on a delayed certificate o f birth fo rm  prescribed by the stale registrar.

Regulation 3.3. [Who May Request the Registration o f  and Sign a Delayed Certificate o f  Rinh,]

(a ) Any person born in this state whose birth is not recorded in this state, or his parent, guardian, next 
o f kin, or o lder person acting fo r the registrant and having pcrs onal knosvledgc o f the facts o f birth may 
request the registration o f a delayed certificate o f birth, subject to these regulations and instructions 
issued by the slate registrar.

(b ) Each delayed certificate o f birth shall be signed and sworn to before an officia l authorized to 
administer oaths by the person whose birth is to be registered i f  such person is 18 years o f age or over and
is competent to sign and swear to the accuracy o f the facts stated therein; otherwise the certificate shall be
signed and sworn to by one o f the fo llow ing in the indicated order o f priority.

(1 ) One o f the parents o f the registrant.
(2 ) The guardian o f the registrant.
(3 ) The next o f kin o f the registrant.
(4) Any older person having personal knowledge o f the fad s o f birth.

Regulation 3.4. [Facts to he Established fo r  a Delayed Registration o f  Dirtli.] The minimum facts 
which must be established by documentary evidence shall be the follow ing:

(1 ) The fu ll name o f the person at the time o f birth.
(2 ) The dale o f  birth and place o f birth.

• X3) The fu ll maiden name o f the mother.
(4 ) The fu ll name o f  Ihc father; except that if the mother was not married either at the time o f 

conception or birth the name o f the father shall not be entered on the delayed certificate except as 
provided in Regulation 3.5.

Rcgidation 3.5. [Delayed Registration Following a Legal Change o f  Status.]
(a ) When evidence is presented reflecting a legal change o f status by adopt ion, legitimation, paternity

determination, or acknowledgment o f paternity, a new delayed certificate may be established to reflect 
such change.

(b ) The existing ccrtificat and the evidence upon which Ihc new certificate was based shall be placed 
in a special file. Such file shall not be subject to inspection except upon order o f  [court o f competent 
jurisdiction] or by the state registrar fo r  purposes o f properly administering the vital statistics program.

Regulation 3.6. [Documentary Evhlence— Requirements.]
(a ) T o  bt acceptable fo r filing, the name o f the registrant and the date nnd place o f birth entered on a 

delayed certificate o f birth shall be supported by at least:
(1 ) Two pieces o f documentary evidence, only one o f which may be an affidavit o f personal 

knowledge, if the record is filed within seven years after the date o f birth.
(2 ) Three pieces o f documentary evidence, only one o f which may be an affidavit o f personal 

knowledge, i f  the record is filed seven years or more after the date o f birth.
(b ) Facts o f parentage shall be suppottcd by nt least one document which may be one o f the 

documents above other than an affidavit o f personal knowledge.

Regulation 3.7. [Documentary Evidence—Acceptability.]
(a ) The slate registrar may establish a priority o f best evidence.
(b ) Documents presented, such as census, hospital, church, nnd school records, must be from 

independent sources nnd shall be in tiie form  o f the original record o ra  duly certified copy thereof or a 
signed statement from  the custodian o f the record or document.

(c ) A ll documents submitted in evidence, other than an affidavit o f personal knowledge, must have 
been established at least 10 years p rio r to the date o f application o r have been established prior to the 
applicant's tenth birthday,

(d ) An affidavit o f personal knowledge, to be acceptable, must be prepared by one o f the parents, 
other relative, or any older person and must be signed before an officia l authorized to administer oaths. 
In a ll cases, the affiant must be nt least 10 years older than Ihc applicant nnd have personal knowledge o f 
Ihc facts o f birth.

Regulation 3.8. [Abstraction o f  Documentary Evidence ]
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(a ) The stale registrar, o r his or her designated representative,sh: • ibstract on the delayed certificate 
o f  birth a description o f each document submitted to support the facts shown on the delayed birth 
certificate. This description shall include:

(1 ) The title or description o f the document.
(2) The name and address o f the affiant, i f  the document is an affidavit o f  personal knowledge, o r 

o f  the custodian, i f  the document is an original o r certified copy o f a record o r a signed statement from  the 
custodian.

(3 ) The date o f the original filing o f the document being abstracted.
(4 ) The in form ation regarding the birth facts contained in the document.

(b ) A ll documents submitted in support o f the delayed birth registration shall be returned to the 
applicant after review.

Regulation 3.9. [Certification by ilie Stale Registrar.] The state registrar, o r  his o r her designated 
representative, shall, by signature, certify:

(1 ) That no prior birth certificate is on file fo r  the person whose birth is to be recorded.
(2 ) That he or she has reviewed the evidence submitted to establish the facts o f  birth.
(3 ) That the abstract o f the evidence appearing on the delayed certificate o f birth accurately 

reflects the nature and content o f the document.

Regulation 3.10. [Dismissal after One Year.] Applications fo r  delayed certificates which have not 
been completed within one year from  the dale o f  application may be dismissed at (he discretion o f  the 
state registrar. Upon dismissal, Ihc state registrar shall so advise the applicant and a ll documents 
submitted in support o f such registration shall be returned to the applicant.

Regulation 4. New Certificates o f Birth Follow ing Adoption , Legitimation, ra lc rn lty  Determ ination, 
and Paternity Acknowledgment,
(Authorization : Section 13 o f the model a d )

Regulation 4.1 . [Legitimation.] I f  the natural parents marry after the birth o fa  child, n new certificate 
o f birth shall be prepared by the stale registrar fo r  a child born in this state upon receipt o f a sworn 
acknowledgment o f paternity signed by the natural parents o f  said child together with a certified copy o f 
the parents’ marriage record. However, if another man is shown as the father o f Ihc child on the original 
certificate, a new certificate may be prepared only when a determ ination o f paternity is made by [court o f 
competent jurisdiction], o r fo llow ing adoption.

Regulation 4.2 . [Determination o f  ralernity.] A new certificate o f birth shall be prepared by the slate 
registrar fo r a child born in this state upon receipt o f a ccr'ified copy o f a court determination o f 
paternity, together with a request from  the natural mother o r person having legal custody o f said child 
that such new certificate be prepared. I f  the surname o f the child is not decreed by the court, the request 
fo r the new certificate shall specify the surname to  be placed on the certificate.

Regulation 4.3. [Acknowledgment o f ralernity.] A new certificate o f birth shall he prepared by the 
state registrar fo r  a child born out o f  wedlock in this slate upon receipt o f  n sworn acknowledgment o f 
paternity signed by both parents nnd a written request by both parents that the child's surname be 
changed on Ihc certificate to that o f the father. However, if another man is shown as the father o f Ihc child 
on the original certificate, a new certificate may be prepared on ly when a determination o f paternity is 
made by [court o f competent jurisdiction], o r fo llow ing adoption.

Regulation 4.4. [A'riv Certificate.]
(a ) I  hc new certificate o f birth prepared after adoption, legitimation, determination o f  paternity, or 

acknowledgment o f paternity shall tie on the form  in use at the time o f its preparation nnd shall include 
the following items and such other in form ation necessary to complc ; the certificate:

(1 ) Tnc name o f  the child.
(2 ) The date and place o f birth as transcribed from  the original certificate.
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(3 ) The names and personal particulars o f  the adoptive parents o r  o f  the natural parents,
whichever is appropriate.

(4 ) The name o f  the attendant, printed o r typed.
(5 ) The birth number assigned to the original birth certificate.
(6 ) The original filing date.

(b ) The in form ation necessary to locate the existing certificate and to complete the new certificate 
shall be submitted to the state registrar on form s prescribed o r approved by him o r her.

Regulation 4.5. [Existing Certificate to  be Placed in a Special rdc.] After preparation o f  the new 
certificate, the existing certificate and the evidence upon which the new certificate was based arc to be 
placed in a special file. Such file shall not be subject to inspection except upon order o f [court o f 
competent ju risd iction ] o r  by the state registrar fo r  purposes o f  p roperly administering the vita l statistics 
program.

Regulation 5 . Death Registration.
(A uthoriza tion : Section 14 o f the model act)

Regulation 5.1. [Acceptance o f  Incomplete Dccth Certificate.]
(a) I f  a ll Ihc in form ation necessary to complete a death certificate is not available within the time 

prescribed fo r filing o f the certificate, the funeral director shall file the certificate completed with a ll 
information that is availab le. In  nil cases the medical certification must be signed by Ihc person 
responsible fo r  such certification. I f  the cause o f death is unknown o r undetermined, the cause o f death 
shall be shown as such on the certificate. The person signing the medical certification o f cause o f death 
also shall sign the authorization fo r final disposition o f Ihc body.

(b ) A supplemental report providing the information missing from  the original certificate shall be. 
filed with the state registrar as soon  as possible, but in a ll cases within 30 days o f  the date the death 
occurred.

(c) The supplemental report shall be made a part o f Ihc existing death certificate. Such repott shall be 
considered an nmendment, nnd the death certificate shall be marked "Amended."

Regulation 5.2. [Hospital or Institution May Assist In Preparation o f  Certificate.] When a death 
occurs in a hospital o r other institution nnd the death is not under the jurisdiction o f the [medical 
examiner, coroner], the person in charge o f such institution, or his or her designated representative, may 
initiate the preparation o f the death certificate as fo llows:

(1 ) Place the fu ll name o f the decedent and the dntcand place o fdca lhon thedca lhcc ilifica tcand  
obtain from  the attending physician the medical certification o f cause o f death nnd the physician's 
signature.

(2 ) Present the partia lly completed death certificate to the funeral director or person ncting as
such.

Regulation 6. Delayed Registration o f Dentil.
(A uthorization : Section 15 o f Ihc model act)

(a ) The registration o fa  death after the time prescribed by statute nnd regulations shall be registered 
on the regular certificate o f death form  in the manner prescribed below:

(1 ) I f  the attending physician o r [medical exam iner, coroner] nt the lime o f death nnd the 
attending funeral d irector or person whonctcd as such arc available to complete and sign the certificate o f 
death, it may be completed without additional evidence nnd filed with the stntc registrar. F o r those 
certificates filed one year o r more after Ihc date o f  death, the physician or [medical exam iner, coroner] 
nnd the funeral d irector or person who nclcd as such must stntc in accompanying affidavits that the 
in formation on Ihc certificate is based on records kept in their files.

(2 ) In  the absence o f the attending physician o r  [medical exam iner, coroner] nnd the funeral 
director o r person who nclcd as such, the certificate may be filed by the next o f kin o f the decedent nnd 
shall be accompanied by:

( i )  An affidavit o f the person filing the certificate swearing to  the accuracy o f the in form ation
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on the certificate.
(ii) Two documents which identify the decedent and his o r her date and place o f  death.

(b ) In a ll eases, the state registrar may require additional documentary evidence to prove the facts o f 
death.

(c) A summary statement o f the evidence submitted in support o f  the delayed registration shall be 
endorsed on (he certificate.

Regulation 7. Disposition o f  Reports o f Spontaneous Fetal Death nnd Induced Term ination o f
Fregnancy.
(Authorization: Section 18 o f the model act)

(a) Reports o f spontaneous fetal death and reports o f induced termination o f pregnancy are 
statistical reports only and are not to be incorporated into the official records o f the [O ffice o f Vital 
Statistics], The state registrar is authorized to dispose o f such reports when a ll statistical processing o f the 
records has been accomplished. However, the state registrar may establish a file o f such records so they 
w ill be available fo r future statistical and research projects providcd'such file is not made a part o f the 
official records and the reports are not made available fo r  the issuance o f certified copies. Such file shall 
be retained fo r as long as the state registrar deems necessary and it shall then be destroyed. The file may be 
maintained by photographic, electronic, or other means as determined by the stale registrar, in which 
case the original report from  which the photographic, electronic, o r other file was made shall be 
destroyed.

(b ) The provisions o f this regulation shall a lso apply to nil records o f spontaneous fetal death or 
induced termination o f pregnancy filed prior to the adoption o f this regulation.

Regulation 8. Authorization fo r Final D isposition.
(Authorization: Section 19 o f the model act)

Regulation 8.1. [Removal o f  Daily.] Before removing a dead body or fetus from  the place or death, the 
funeral director or person acting as such shall:

(1 ) Obtain assurance from  Ihc attending physician that death is from  natural causes and that the 
physician will assume responsibility fo r  certifying to the cause o f death or fetal death nnd receive 
permission to remove the body from  the place o f death.

(2 ) Notify the [medical exam iner, coroner] if the case comes within his or her jurisdiction and 
obtain authorization to remove the body.

Regulation 8.2. [Aalhori:aiion fo r  Disinterment anil Reinterment.]
(a) An authorization for disinterment and reinterment o f a dead body shall he issued by the stale 

registrar upon receipt o f a written application signed by the next o f kin and the person who is in charge o f 
the disinterment or upon receipt o f an order o f [court o f competent ju risdiction] directing such 
disinterment.

(b) Upon receipt o fa  court order or signed permission o f the next o f kin, the state registrar may issue 
one authorization to permit disinterment nod reinterment o f nil icntnins in n mass disinterment, 
provided, that, insofar as possible, Ihc remains o f each body be identified nnd Ihc place o f disinterment 
and reinterment specified. The authorization shall he permission fo r disinterment, transportation, nnd 
reinterment.

(c) A dead body properly prepared by an crnbnlmer nnd deposited in a receiving vault shall not he 
considered a disinterment when removed from  the vault fo r  final disposition.

Regulation 9. Delayed Registration o f Marriage.
(Authorization: Section 20 o f the model net)

(a) The registration o f a marriage nftcr the lime prescribed by statute shall he made on the regular 
certificate o f marriage form  in the manner prescribed below:

(1) The certificate must he filed with the [appropriate offic ia l] where the marriage license was 
originally issued.

(2) To be acceptable fo r registration by the stntc registrar, the delayed certificate o f marriage must
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be supported by:
( i) A copy o f the license or o f the application fo r license i f  the license was granted.
(ii) A signed statement from  the officiant or the custodian o f the official record and from  one 

witness to the wedding ceremony proving that a marriage ceremony was performed and the date and 
place o f Ihc marriage.

(b ) In a ll eases, Ihc state registrar may require additional documentary evidence to prove the facts o f
marriage.

Regulation 10. Amendment o f Vital Records.
(Authorization : Section 22 o f the model act)

Rvgul.r ion 10.1. [Amendment o f  Minor Errors on Birth Certificates during the First Year.] 
Amendment o f obvious errors, transposition o f letters in words o f common knowledge, o r omissions 
may be made by the slate registrar within the first year after the date o f  birth either upon his o r her own 
observation or query or upon request o f a person with a direct and tangible interest in the certificate, as 
defined in Regulation 12. When such additions o r m inor amendments are made by the state registrar, a 
nutation as to the source o f  the in formation, together With the date the change was made nnd the initials 
o f  I lieliut horized agent making the change, shall be made on the certificate insuch a way as not to become 
n part o f nny certification issued. The certificate shall not be marked "Amended.”

Regulation 10.2. [All Oilier Amendments.]
(a ) Unless otherwise provided in these regulations o r in the statute, a ll other amendments to vital 

records shall be supported by:
(1 ) An affidavit setting forth :

(i) In formation to identify the certificate.
(ii) The incorrect data as it is listed on Ihc certificate.
(iii) The correct data ns it should appear.

(2 ) One o r more items o f documentary evidence which support the alleged facts nnd which were 
established nt least five years prior to the dale o f application fo r amendment or within seven years o f the 
dale o f Ihc event.

(h ) The stale registrar shall evaluate Ihc evidence submitted in support o f any amendment, nnd when 
lie or she finds reason to doubt its validity o r adequacy the ' .icndmcnt may be rejected and the applicant 
advised o f the reasons fo r this action.

Regulation 10.3. [Il'/ ro  May A pply]
(a ) T o  amend a birth certificate, application mny be made by one o f the parents, the guardian, the 

registrant if 18 years o f age o r over, o r Ihc individual responsible fo r filing the certificate.
(Ii) To amend a death certificate, application may be made by I he next o f kin or the funeral director or 

person acting as such who signed the deal Ii certificate. Applications tonmend the medical certification o f 
cause o f death shall he made only hy the physician who signed the medical certification o r Ihc [medical 
examiner, coroner],

(c) To amend certificates o f marriage nnd reports o f [divorce, dissolution o f  marriage, or annulment], 
a signed statement must he received from  the custodian o f the officia l record from  which the report or 
certificate was prepared, slating in what manner such record has been amended. Those items appearing 
on the [divorce, dissolution o f  marriage, o r annulment] record which arc not a part o f the [divorce, 
dissolution o f marriage, or annulment] decree mny lie amended either upon query by the slate registrar or 
application o f the parlies to the [divorce, dissolution o f mnrringc, o r annulment], o r their legal 
representatives.

Regulation 10.4. [Amendment o f  Registrant's Given Names on Dlrth Certificates within the First 
Year.]

(a ) Until the registrant's first birthday, given names mny be amended upon written request of:
(1 ) Both parents.
(2 ) The mother in the case o f a child born out o f wedlock.
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(3) The father in Ihc case of Ihc death or incapacity of the mother.
(4) The mother in the case of the death or incapacity of the father.
(5) The guardian or agency having legal custody of the registrant.

(b) After one year from the dale of birth, the provisions of Regulation 10.2 must be followed to 
amend a given name if the name was entered incorrectly on the birth certificate. A legal change of name 
order must be submitted from [court of competent jurisdiction] to change a given name after one year.

Regulation 10.5, [A ddition o f  Given Names or, Birth Certificates.]
(a) Until the registrant’s seventh birthday, given names, for a child whose birth was recorded without 

given names, may be added to the certificate upon written request of:
(1) Roth parents.
(2) The mother in the case of a child born out of wedlock.
(3) The father in the case of the death or incapacity of the mother.
(4) The mother in the case of the death or incapacity of the father.
(5) The guardian or agency having legal custody of the registrant.

(ty After seven years the provisions of Regulation 10.2 must be followed to add a given name.

Regulation lO.ti. [M edical licit.s.] All items ofa medical nature may be amended only upon receipt of 
a signed statement from those persons responsible for the completion of such items. The slate registrar 
may require documentary evidence to substantiate the requested amendment.

Regulation \0 J .  [A m endm ent o f  the Sam e Item  M ore than Once.] Once an amendment of an item is 
made on a vital record, that item shall not be amended again except upon receipt of a court order from 
[court of competent jurisdiction].

Regulation 10.8. [ /le th o d s  o f  A m ending Certificates.]
(a) Certificates of birth, death, and marriage and reports of [divorce, dissolution of marriage, or 

annulment] may be amended by the state registrar in the following manner:
(1) Preparing a new certificate showing the correct information when the state registrar deems 

that the nature of the amendment so requires. The new certificate shall be prepared on the form used for 
registering current events nt the time of amendment. Except as provided elsewhere in these regulations, 
(he item number of Ihc entry that was amended shiill be identified on the new certificate. In all cases, the 
new certificate shall show the dale the amendment was made nnd be given the same state file number as 
the existing certificate. Signatures appearing on the existing certificate shnll be typed on the new 
certificate.

(2) Completing the Item in any case where the item was left blank on the existing certificate.
(3) Drawing a single line through the item to be amended and inserting the correct data 

immediately above or to the side thereof. The lint drawn through the original entry shall not obliterate 
such entry,

(4) Completing a special form for attachment to the original record. Such form shall include the 
incorrect information as it appears on I lie original certificate, the correct information as it should appear, 
an abstract of the documentation used to support the amendment, nnd sufficient information nbout the 
registrant to link the special form to the original record. When a copy of the original record is issued, a 
copy of the amendment must be attached.

(5) A certificate of birth amended pursuant to the provisions of [Section 22(e) of the model act] 
shall be amended by preparing* ncsv certificate. The item numbers of the entries that were amended shall 
not. however, be identified on the new certificate or on any certified copies that may he issued of that 
certificate.

(b) In nil cases, there shall be inserted on the certificate a statement identifying (he affidavit nnd 
documentary evidence used as proof of the correct facts, the dale the amendment was made, nnd the 
initials of the person making the change. As required by statute or regulation, the certificate shall be 
marked "Amended."
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Regulation II. Record Preservation.
(Authorization: Section 23 of the model act)

(a) When an authorized reproduction of a vital record has been properly prepared by the stale 
registrar and when all steps have been taken to ensure Ihc continued preservation of Ihc information, the 
record from which such authorized reproduction was made may be disposed of by the slate registrar. 
Such record may not be disposed of, however, until the quality of the authorized reproduction has been 
tested to ensure that acceptable certified copies can be issued and until a security copy of such document 
has been placed in a secure location removed from the building where the authorized reproduction is 
housed.

(b) The state registrar shall offer the original documents from which the authorized rcproductionsare 
made to the [state archival authority]. The [slate archival authority] may be allowed to retain 
permanently such records provided they adhere to the restrictions in the vital statistics law related to 
access to such records. If the [state archival authority] docs not wish to place such records in its files, the 
state registrar shall be authorized to destroy the documents. Such destruction shall be by approved 
methods for disposition of confidential or sensitive documents.

Regulation 12. Disclosure of Records.
(Authorization: Section 24 of the model act)

(a) To protect Ihc integrity of vital records:
(1) The slate registrar or other custodians of vital records shall not permit inspection of, or 

disclose information contained in vital statistics records, or copy or issue a copy of all or part of nny such 
record unless lie or she is satisfied that the applicant has a direct and tangible interest in such record.

(i) The registrant, a -member of his or her immediate family, his or her guardian, or their 
respective legal representatives shall be considered to have a direct and tangible interest. Others may 
demonstrate a direct and tangible interest when information is needed for determination or protection of 
a personal or property right.

(ii) The term "legal representative" shall include an attorney, physician, funeral director, or 
other authorized agent ncting in behalf of the registrant or bis or her family.

(iii) The natural parents of adopted children, when neit her has custody, nnd commercial firms 
or agencies requesting listings ol names and addresses shall not be considered to have a direct and 
tangible interest.

(2) The slate rcgislrnr may permit the use of data from vital statistics records for statistical or 
research purposes, subject to such conditions as the state registrar may impose. No data shall be 
furnished from records for research purposes until the state registrar has prepared, in writing, the 
conditions under which the records or data will be used nnd received no agreement signed by a 
responsible agent of Ihc research organization agreeing to meet with and conform to such conditions.

(3) The slate registrar or the local custodian may disclose data from vital statistics records to 
federal, state, county, or municipal agencies of government which request such data in the conduct of 
their official duties,

(4) Information from vital statistics records indicating n birth occurred out of wedlock mny be 
disclosed only if it can be shown that disclosure of Ihc information will be of benefit to the registrant.

(5) The slate registrar or local custodian shall not issue a certified copy of a record until n signed 
application has been received from the applicant. Whenever it shnll be deemed necessary to establish an 
applicant's right to information from a vital recotd, t he slate registrar or local custodian may also require 
identification of the applicant or a sworn stntcmenl.

(6) Nothing in this regulation shall be construed to permit disclosure of information contained in 
the "Information for Medical and Health Use Only" section of the birth certificate or the "Information 
for Statistical Purposes Only” section of the certificate of marriage or report of [divorce, dissolution of 
marriage, or nnmilmcnl] unless specifically authorized by the stale regislrnr for statistical or research 
purposes or if authorized by [court of competent jurisdiction].

(7) When 100 years have elapsed after the date of birth or 50 years have elapsed after the date of 
death, marriage, or [divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment], such records in the custody of the 
stale i :gistrnr shall become public records and nny person may obtain copies of such records, upon 
submission of an application containing sufficient information to locate the record. For each copy issued
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or search of Ihc files made, (lie stale registrar shall collect the same fee as is charged for Ihc issuance of 
certified copies or a search of the files for other records in his or her possession.

[(b) The slate registrar shall establish a public room where copies of these public records will be made 
available for viewing. Such records will be made available in photographic or other suitable format and 
adequate facilities for viewing will be provided. Each person using this facility will be charged a fee of 
S[ ] per hour or fraction thereof.]

Regulation 13. Copies of Data from Vital Records.
(Authorization: Section 25 of the model act)

(a) Full or short form certified copies cf vital records may be made by mechanical, electronic, or 
other reproductive processes, except that the information contained in the "Information for Medical and 
Health Use Only" section of the birth certificate or the "Information for Statistical Purposes Only" 
section of the certificate of marriage and report of [divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment] shall 
not be included.

(b) When a certified copy is issued, each certification shall be certified as a true copy by the officer in 
whose custody the record is entrusted and shall include the date issued, the name of the issuing officer, the 
registrar's signature or an authorized facsimile thereof, and the seal ol the issuing office.

(c) Confidential verification of the facts contained in a vital record may be furnished by the state 
registrar to any federal, state, county, or municipal government agency or to any other agency 
representing the interest of the registrant, subject to the limitations as indicated in (a) above. Such 
confidential verifications shall be on forms prescribed and furnished by the state registrar or on forms 
furnished by the requesting agency and acceptable to the state registrar; or, the state registrar may 
authorize the verification in other ways when it shall prove in the best interests of his or her office.

(d) When the stale registrar finds evidence that a certificate was registered through misrepresentation 
or fraud, he or she shall have authority to withhold the issuance of a certified copy of such certificate until 
a court determination of the facts lias been made.

Regulation 14. Fees for Copies and Searches.
(Authorization: Section 26 of the model act)

(a) No certified copy shall be issued until the fee for such copy is received unless specific approval has 
been obtained from the state registrar or otherwise provided for by statute or regulation.

(b) For the issuance of a full certified copy or shot', form or birth card certification of a vital record, 
the fee shall be $( ] per copy. For each search of the files when no record is found or no copy is
made, the fee shall beS[ ]. For statistical research purposes, the state registrar shnll determine I he
fee for such services on the basis of (he costs of providing such services and dcleiminc the manner in 
which such costs must lie paid.

Regulation 15. Persons Required to Keep Records.
(Authorization: Section 27 of the model act)

(a) Each funeral director shall keep a record containing, as a minimum, the following information 
about each dead body or fetus (he funeral director handles:

(1) The dale, place, and lime of receipt.
(2) The dale, place, and manner of disposition.
(3) If the dead body or fetus is delivered to another funeral director, the date of such delivery and 

the name and address of Ihc funeral director to whom delivered.
(4) The items required by the certificate of death for those deaths for which the funeral director 

was required to file the certificate.

Regulation 16. Matching of lllrth nnd Death Certificates.
(Authorization: Section 29 of the model act)

(n) When carrying out the birth and death matching program, the state registrar shall establish 
written guidelines which provide the standards for determining.! match does exist. These standards shall 
specify the information about the decedent which must be available nnd which must he compared to the 
information on the birth certificate before a match can be made. These items shall include as a minimum:

name of decedent, name of father and maiden name of mother, date of birth or age of decedent, state of 
birth of decedent, and marital status of decedent. No match shall be made unless there is documented 
proof of the fact of death.

(b) The date of death, the state where death occurred, and the death certificate number shall be posted 
to the birth certificate.
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/ LETTER OF INTENT 
FOR

CSHB 109 (Judiciary)

The legislature expressly acknowledges that the enactment of this 
legislation may likely result in the need for additional correctional 
facilities in future years.

However, it is also clear, as evidenced by the rapid and unpredict­
able growth in the state's prisoner population, that an accurate assess­
ment of the need for these facilities is not possible at this time.

At the same time, the legislature believes that cost estimates for 
these facilities can best be determined by detailed planning, analysis, 
and design of specific facilities in identified locations.

Therefore, the legislature has approved a fiscal note that grants 
ten per cent of the funds requested by the Division of Adult Corrections 
for new facilities. These funds shall only be used for planning and 
detailed design of necessary correctional facilities which are the direct 
result of the passage of CSHB 109 (Judiciary).

Following the completion of this work, the agency may present to 
the legislature a capital budget request for these facilities.

A1 Adams, Chairman 
House Finance Committee



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
THIRTEENTH LFf-ISLATORE

FISCAL NOTE

I. REQUEST
• 3 i i l / R e s o l u t i o n  No. CSH3 109 (J u d ic ia r y )  __________ ~
T i t l e . P e r s o n s  16 or 1 / yrs. cnaraeo witn majro reiomes
P ecuestcd by House Finance Committee

V W o l V e f  pi Oucdi l i ngs 
D ate  rtP'' ■ 1 c o ,  1 7o3

I I . FISCAL DETAIL 
Agency A ffec ted _ Department o f  H & SS - -D i v i s i o n  o f  Adu l t  C o r r e c t i o n s

Admin i s t ra t i on o f  J u s t i c eProgram Category A f f e c t e d _________    _ _
5RU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) A f fe c te d  HOuit conf inement
(N otes I f  more than one budget component i s  a f f e c t e d ,  s e p a r a t e  i i n e - i t e m  

amounts and fu nd ing  f o r  each component in  t h e  a n a l y s i s  s e c t i o n . )

EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f  D o l la r s )

nr 88FT 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 8 7

1 0 c PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
603 LAND & STRUCTURES 1008.4 W
703 GRANTS,CLAIHS,ETC. ■

TOTAL 1008.4 ■*

FUNDING (Thousands o f  D o l la r s )

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (S p e c i fy  S ource)

iUOb.A ■ -x --------- --------

. "

POSITIONS

FALL TIME Xlt n ■m -  1 " T T
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

I I I .  ANALYSIS (See F i s c a l  Note P rep a ra t ion  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  I I I )

The 1008.4  s h a l l  be app rop r i a t ed  and expended in compliance wi th a l e t t e r  o f  i n te n t  to be 
adopted by the  l e g i s l a t u r e .  As provided f o r  in the l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t ,  t h e s e  funds repre sen t  
1C per cent o f  the funds i n i t i a l l y  es t imated by the D iv i s i on  o f  Adul t  C o r r e c t i o n s  f o r  the 
c on s t r u c t i on  o f  new c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  and are to be used f o r  d e t a i l e d  p lanning and 
design o f  those f a c i l i t i e s .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  acknowledges tha t  a d d i t i o n a l  bed space  may be 
necessary i f  t h i s  measure is approved,  but would p r e f e r  to a pp r o p r i a t e  funds f o r  c a p i t a l  
improvinents on the bas i s  o f  c l e a r l y  de l i ne a ted  plans and co s t  e s t im a t e s .
•As no ted ,  the l e g i s l a t u r e  acknowledges that  add iMona l  funds f o r  c a p i t a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  may 
be necessa ry in FV 85 but p r e fe r s  t o  address the need f o r  and ex t en t  o f  those  a pp r o p r i a t i o n s  
a t  th a t  t ime.
• • Inasmuch as ope ra t i o na l  co s t s  in the form o f  add i t i o na l  p e r s onn e l ,• c o n t r a c t u r a l  s e r v i c e s , _ 
commodit ies and the l i k e  are c l o s e l y  l inked to d e c i s i on s  on c a p i t a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  the 
l e g i s l a t u r e  de c l in e s  t o  endorse any es t imates  o f  those co s t s  a t  t h i s  t ime .  When c a p i t a l  
c o n s t r u c t i on  plans are known, these add i t i o na l  cos t s  w i l l i b e  a d d r ew ^d .  a i

t;. DATS April 26. 1983__________ PREPARED EY (jylTv^AT; ^
AGENCY House \nance committee__________________

Original! Legislative Finance PHONE C M
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STATE OF ALASKA 
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT OF FISCAL IMPACT

Page 1 of 5

Bill No.:_ House Bi n  No. 109 No. 2

Title:
-- --- - Date on Bill:______ January 24, 1983

''An Act relating to the criminal prosecution of minors.*1
Sponsor: Representatives Pestinger, Furnace, Uehling, Flood, Barnes, and BussetT
Requestor:_________________________________________________________________________________________

1. Estimated fiscal impacts on:

a. Expenditures:
(Thousands of Dollars)

FY 83 FY 84 FY o5 FY 86

Capital 15,714.0 -0- -0- -0- -0-

Operating -U - -0- 3 , 3 8 9 . / 3 ,b b 3 .U 3 , / / b . /
Total 15,714.0 -0- 3,389.7 3,563.0 3,776.7

Revenues:

Revenue t o : T(jT

Source of funds to offset fiscal impact of Bill 

Funding source not identified by Bill author.

3. Assumptions:

Available statistical data indicates there would be 31 juveniles arrested annually for 
unclassified or class A felonies. This would represent an increase of 28 in the
number of juveniles subjected yearly to prosecution as adults. 'An average of 3
juveniles are waived from juvenile court jurisdiction each year under the existing 
judicial waiver mechanism. Of the additional 28 juveniles subjected to adult 
prosecution, 18 would be convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for periods of up to 
20 years if adult prosecution and conviction rates are assumed. The first two years 
of the sentence would be served in a juvenile facility with up to 13 years served in 
an adult facility if it is assumed all offenders earn their maximum good time based on

a formula of one day good time for three days served.

4. Disclaimer:
This statement/has— not beeri^reviewq,d~~by„ the 0MB'"ih. the .Office of-the Goverqor./ It.-./V’ 
does not'-'represent tlie~oolicy of"-thef Sheffield Administration or. the final7 estimate of

fisca/7i.paO,. ^  h i /

Prepared By: R o g ^ C ^ ^ a n g e a i ^ N ^ h a e l  L. P^icra/lA Phone: 465-3376 & 465-3170
Division 'Adult Corrections a n T T a m i l y  and Youth^ Services Date: February 22, 1983

Approved by Commissioner: '  f h ' l i  <_______ Date: 3  /'/ /  i  1 ______

Department: I  J c  kl.Jr.-_______________________________

5. Distribution:
Original to Legislative Finance 

Copy to 0MB 
Copy to Sponsor
Copy to Requestor _ .   . _.. ............................ .. 2./8/RT



HOUSE BILL NO. 109 No. 2 

Pa g e  2 of 5

"An Act relating to criminal prosecution of minors."

COST ESTIMATES

A. Enactment of House Bill Mo. 109 will have a significant fiscal 
impact on the Department of Health and Social Services, both in 
juvenile and adult corrections. Since the new language would class 
individuals sixteen years and older as adults for unclassified and 
class A felonies, the time served by convicted sixteen and 
seventeen year-olds would increase substantially.

It is the estimate of the Department of Health and Social Services 
that ultimately an additional 97 beds will be needed to care for 
this group of individuals in a secure setting. Details of this
estimate follow.

B.' Youth Services Impact

1. FY 84 Capital Expenses: The construction of facilities to
house 40 juveniles sentenced as -adult prisoners is based upon 
the most recent available arrest data (1981).

2. This data shows that approximately 28 additional juveniles 
would annually be subject to prosecution under adult criminal 
statutes for unclassified and class A felony offenses. 
Assuming a conviction rate equal to the conviction rate for 
adult offenders similarly accused it might be expected that 18 
juveniles would be convicted of such offenses annually and 
sentenced as adults under the provisions of House Bill 
No. 109.

Analysis of the arrest data yields expected frequency of
convictions and sentences which would result in all juveniles
sentenced as adults serving at least two years in the juvenile 
facility prior to transferring to an adult facility and two 
youths expected to serve their entire sentence of 3.75 years 
in a juvenile facility. Within two years 36 juveniles would
then be serving adult sentences of at least tv/o years in 
juvenile facilities. This population would stabilize after 
two years at approximately 38-40 because of the transfer of 
prisoners to adult facilities.

The FY 84 estimate is based upon 464 square feet for each of 
40 maximum security cells; plus 1 station for each of the 2 
detention units: one to accommodate 5 staff and 1 to
accommodate 6 staff including the typist; and 1 common day 
room that can be utilized for meals, a re'abilitative program 
(counseling and education), and recreatiun. (No costs are 
included for a kitchen, as meals would be prepared in the 
existing facilities at McLaughlin and carried to the units.) 
It is also assumed that the Department's major study for
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expansion would be revised to accommodate construction of the 
two units to connect with the existing building.

DOT/PF cost estimates for 464 square feet in a maximum 
security facility during the FY 85 construction season is
$162.0. This includes design and planning costs which would
begin in FY 84. The remaining funds would be carried over 
into FY 85 for construction and equipping the units.

$162.0 x 40 cells = $6,480.0

FY 860perating Costs and Juvenile Expenses

June 30, 1985 would be the estimated completion date. 
Operating costs are estimated as follows:

100 Personal Services $1,391.6
200 Travel 24.5
300 Contractual Services 119.0
400 Commodi ties 131.6
500 Equipment 22.6
700 Benefits to Individuals 109.4
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The above estimates are based upon 30* of the related costs 
for the McLaughlin Youth Center's FY 84 Governor's Budget, 
with 6% added for FY 85 and FY 86.

Personal Services includes 1 Unit Leader, 3 Youth 
Counselor Ill's, 5 Youth Counselor 111 s , and 4 Youth
Counselor I's for each unit. The staffing pattern is based on 
the necessity of operating the units as maximum security 
facilities. This level of security is required due to the 
high escape risk presented by those juveniles to be housed and 
upon the nature of the offenses for which they are sentenced. 
An Assistant Cook will serve in the existing kitchen, and a 
Clerk Typist III will provide all clerical support for both 
units.

Travel of staff to meetings, conferences, courses, and for 
transportation of new hires is included.

Contractual Services are estimated for the additional costs 
for communications, utilities, copier usage, equipment rental, 
inmate laundry, and fire, accident, and liability insurance.

Commodities include purchase of food, replacement of 
tableware, glassware, bedding, janitorial and cleaning 

supplies, and general office supplies.

Equipment items necessary for on-duty staff, closed circuit TV 
monitor of units and a camera for inmate ID are included.


