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P a i n  T h e r m o g r a m s  R e s o l v e  

C o m p e n s a t i o n  C a s e  D i s p u t e s

Continuedfrom page I
“ T h e  th e rm o g ra m ,"  said D r .  Pau l H . 

G o o d le y  o f  Lo s  A ng e le s , " is  c ru c ia l,  be­
cause what it does is o b je ctify  pain  signs 
that are in  d i s p u t e O v e r  60%  o f  h is cases 
are w orker’s com pensation  referrals; over 
70% o f  those arc d isputatious.

C o rrs ir to n  o l 97%

Physician-therm ographers arc often 
ca lled  these days, he added, to  show  their 
m uscu loskele tal find ings and to testify as 
o bjective  w itnesses. D r . G o o d le y  said that 
w ith  therm ogram  interpretation, he can  
reliably affirm  or d isaffirm  d iagnosis as 
based on  a study o f  hard and soft find in g s. 
In a study o f  90 consecu tive  cases, in v o lv ­
ing more than 1.0 0 0  therm ograph ic 
exam s, the specia list in o rtho p ed ic m e d i­
cine  sa id, “ T h e  corre lation  betw een p o s i­
tive phy sica l exam ination  for patho logy  o f  
any type that was consistent w ith  the pa­
tient's co m p la in t and the therm ograph was 
9 7.6% ; between e lectrom y o gra p h ic exam  
and the co m p la in t, 7 8 % ."

'Po«ltiv« EartWr1

" T h is  points to a m arked advantage o f  
therm ography, said D r . G o o d le y . “ N o t 
every patient has a patho logy  su ffic ie nt so 
that y o u ’d  expect an abnorm al E M G .  T h e  
E M G  is le w  sensitive but m ore sp e c ific  for 
dam age, contrasted to irritation o f  the 
nerve. T h e  therm ogram  becom es poslive  
e a rlie r ."

O ther specialists w h o  arc g iv in g  court 
testim ony have reported s im ilar results 
D r. C ha rle s  W e x le r  o f  E n c in o ,  C a l i f . , d id  
a dozen exam s for the courts last year a n d , 
besides authoring num erous papers and 
audiovisual program s, has perform ed 
more than 5 ,0 0 0  m uscu loskele tal therm o­
graphic exam s.

D r . W e x le r  took a retrospective look at 
I T O o f  his caxex over 2 .5  vears a n d d is co v -

e rcd  that 93%  o f  the d iagnoses were co rre ­
lated w ith  a positive th e fin og ra m , w hile  
the E M G  co u ld  o n ly  be corre lated  p o s i­
tive ly  w ith  82%  o f  the cases.

T h e  use o f  therm ography, a cco rd in g  to 
C a lifo rn ia 's  D r . G o o d le y  and D r . P au l 
R u e g se g g cr  o f  N e w  Y o r k  C i ty ,  is co n tro ­
versial at th is p c in t , and m any  M D s  d o n 't  
understand its purpose o r value.

" It  does n o t ,”  D r .  G o o d le y  stressed, 
“ prov ide  a p icture  o f  the p a in ."  W h a t it 
does, said D r .  R u e g se g g cr , " is  represent 
everyth ing  that hurts, w here there is no  
ready in fo rm a t io n .”

Lata to  Appaor

W h ile  infrared m easurem ent has been 
possible  sin ce  the early 1800s, the latest 
generation o f  therm ograph ic equ ipm ent 
d id  -;t appear until the h ig h -te ch  years o f  
the 1970s. O v e r  3 00  u n its, like  the ones 
used by D rs . G o o d le y , W e x le r  and R u c g -  
se g pcr. are in  place  around the co u n try . 
T h is  new  “ T h e rm o v is io n  S y s te m ”  is 
m anufactured  by the A G A  C orp o ra tio n  
and c.is ts  around S 5 0 .0 0 0 .

A c c o r d in g t o W a l le r M .  B m n e r , P h .D . ,  
research d ire ctor o f  the Th e rm o g ra p h y  
L a b  at the N e w  R esea rch  and D e v e lo p ­
m ent C o rp . in N e w a rk , D e l . ,  the units 
w ork  “ by scann ing  the patient w ith  a 
m jn ica m rra  unit co n ta in in g  rotating 
prism s and in d iu m  antim ode detectors 
kept ch ille d  by liq u id  n itrogen to screen 
out e le ctron ic noise . T h e  sca n n in g  speed 
o f  the cam era is so h ig h  that the p icture  on 
the o scillo sco p e  is ' l iv e ,' and view ed 
s im ultaneously  on both  b la ck -an d -w h ite  
and co lo r  m o n ito rs ."

BUxk-and-whito th e rm og ram  o f "Mr. 
C .C ."  reveal# asym m etry  at L5 le v e l, re­
f le c ts  In c re a s e d  r e a t  e x te n d in g  to  r ig h t 
s id e .

D r. B ru n e r ’s laboratory , d irected  by 
D r . P ierre L .  L e R o y ,  handles referral 
cases fro m  o ther p h y s ic ia n ; in  surround­
in g  states. A b o u t 10-20%  o f  those arc 
w orker's  com pensa tion -re lated . D r . 
G o o d le y 's  therm ograph ic exam s are per­
form ed in n sp e cia lly  devised fa c ility . T h e  
Pain  and D ia g n o s tic  Institute, w h ich  he d i ­
rects.

‘Will W M d  Out Racketeers’

In h is in itia l phy sica l e xa m ination , said 
D r . G o o d le y , he is “ look ing  sensitively 
for those signs that arc consistent w ith  the 
patient's co m p la in t. T h is  is where the hard 
and soft s igns co m e  in . T h e  hard signs are 
som ething  we arc taught in m edics;, 
s ch o o l: reflex a ctio n , loss o f  m uscle  
strength, an o b v io u s  landm ark . T h e  soft 
signs arc m u ch  m ore subtle . Th e se  arc 
consisten t w ith  patho logy  but require an 
educated  eye, an educated pa lpation, an 
educated use o f  lim e to j i i c k  o ut the signs 
that stitt declare  the patho logy.

“ W h e n  I d o  the phy sica l exam , I am  
lo o k in g  for those signs that arc consistent 
w ith  the p atient’s co m p la in t. M o s t people 
have pain  w ithout n e u ro lo g ic  d e f ic i t ."

T h e  form er internist is passionate about 
therm ography's value to socie ty  and feels 
that the so cia l value is as great as its c l in i­
ca l co n tr ib u tio n . “ It w ill he lp  weed out 
racketeers o n  both  sides o f  the w o rk e r’s 
co m p e n sa tio n  q u e s t io n ,"  he declared.

T h e  exa m , devised by D r . G o o d le y , 
beg ins in  a draft-free set o f  room s, co o le d  
to 2 I° C , by  a single air co n d it io n in g  
source. T h e  patient, w h o  receives sp e cia l 
instructions to avo id  a lco h o l and sm o k in g  
for several hours before the exa m , is first 
precoo led  in  these room s.

W h ile  w aiting  to be exa m in e d , all o f  
D r . G o o d lc y ’s patients fill out a p icture  
fo rm , in d ica ting  where they first e xp e ri­
e nced  the pain and where it has spread.

“ N o w  this is very im portant in fo rm a ­
t io n ,"  said D r . G o o d le y . “ T h e  patient 
w iih  sincere o rga n ic pain is g o in g  to draw  
a line and that's it. B u t  the patient w h o . 45 
m inutes later, is still putting  in the R e m ­
brandt shadings, that speaks for itse lf as to 
the degree o f  fo cus that patient has on  the 
c a s e .”

W ith  the patient's interpretation o f  his 
pain  in  front o f  h im . D r . G o o d le y  studies 
the in jured area and takes approxim ately 

Continued



Read What These Authorities Say About 
Forensic Thermography Vs. Pain

‘ ‘ T h e r m o g r a p h y  a ppears  as a m o st  effective m e t h o d  o f  d e t e c t io n  o f  
cases w ith  o r g a n ic  p a i n  s y n d r o m e s  a n d  R S D  (reflex s y m p a th e t ic  
d y s t r o p h y ) . . .  O u r  expe r ie nc e  with t h e r m o g r a p h y  s ince  19 7 0  has c o n ­
v in c e d  “ S that t h e r m o g r a p h y  is the m o s t  effective m e t h o d  for  f u l f i l l i n g  
this n e e d . "

Sumlu H. Uematsu. M.D.. Diret inr. Neurometries Laboratory, 
Deportr.'tm nf Neurosurgery. Johns Hopkinv Uniwrsily Schoolnf 
Mediant.

“ I h a v e  f o u n d  i h e  t h e r m o g r a m  to  b e  93*70 accurate in  a c o n t r o l le d  series 
o f  pat ients  d u r in g  a 2 9 - m o n t h  s t u d y .  T h e  E M G ,  b y  contrast ,  was 82^# 
accurate . . .  It app e ar s  that the t h e r m o g r a m  c a n  detect a b n o r m a l i t i e s  
or irritat ion o f  the sensory p o r t io n  o f  th e  nerve root as well  as the m o t o r  
p o r t i o n ."

Charles H. Wester, M.l)., Chief, American Academy of Neurological 
and Orthopedic Sur/eons Collett of Radiology.

" F o r  the  first t im e  tr iggerpo ints ,  the  h a l lm a r k  o f  m y o f a s c ia l  p a i n  s y n ­
d r o m e s ,  can  b e  st u d ie d  o b je c t iv e ly  . .  .  P h y s io l o g i c a l  correlates o f  p a i n  
i n d u c e d  b y  c h a n g e s  in  v a s o m o t o r  act iv ity  c a n  b e  d o c u m e n t e d  o b je c t iv e ­
ly a n d  q ua n t it a t iv e ly  . . .  T h e r m o g r a p h y  a d d s  a n e w  i m p o r t a n t  aspect 
to d o c u m e n t a t i o n  a n d  d if fe re n t ia l  d ia g n o s i s  o f  p a i n  o r ig in a t in g  in  soft 
tissue . .  . "

Andrew A. Fischer, M.l)., Chief, Rehabilitation Medicine Service YA 
Medical Center, Bronx, Hew York

", . .Therm ography is the lie  detector of soft tissue in ju r ie s .”
Joel M. Grossman, U.C., Wymore Chiropractic Office, Winter Park, 

Florida

" T h e r m o g r a p h ,  m a k e s  it p o s s ib le  t o  c o r r o b o r a t e  pat ie n ts ’  su b ject ive  
c o m p la in t s  e ven  in  the a b s e n c e  o f  o th e r  o b je c t iv e  s ig n s ."

Fr -In K. Tlchaurr. Sc. I).. Professor and Director. The Center for 
Safety BioMrchunics Laboratory, blew York University Institute of 
Rehabilitation Medicine.

" T h e  t h e r m o g r a m  is c r u c ia l ,  b ec a us e  what it d o e s  is o b je c t i f y  p a i n  s igns 
that are in  d is p u t e  . . .  It w i l l  h e lp  w e e d  o u t  racketeers o n  b o t h  sides o f  
the workers c o m p e n s a t i o n  q u e s t io n  . . . "

Paul II. Goodley. M.l)., Direiior, Pain Diagnostics anil Rehabilitation 
Institute. Los An teles.

" W h e n  correlated with other  c l in ic a l  f i n d in g s  . . . the t h e r m o g r a m  is a 
v a l id  test for vascular a n d  n e u r o p a t h i c  d isorders .  A l t h o u g h  c l in ic a l  
th e r m o g r a m s  requ ire  expert m e d i c a l  in ter p r e ta t io n ,  they arc easily  ex­
p la in e d  to  the l a y m a n . "

Pierre I.. I.eRoy, M.l),, Chief. Detkirnnrni of Neurosurgery St.
Francis llnspilo,, Wilmington, Del.

" B e f o r e  t h e r m o g r a p h y  p e o p l e  w h o  c la im e d  w h i p la s h  in ju r ie s  were 
o f te n  treated w ith  a m u s e d  sk e p t ic ism  . . . N o w  wc h a v e  s o m e t h in g  
c o n v i n c i n g  that we c a n  s h o w  to  those  twelve p o e p l e  i n  the ju r y  b o x .  
P a i n  c a n n o t  b e  seen o n  a n  X - r a y ,  b u t  e v id e n c e  o f  it d e f in i t e ly  show s o n  
a t h e r m o g r a m ."

Margaret Abernathy, M.l)., Deixirinienl of Netirnlntv. (inirin'lnnil 
University Mrtliivl School.

“. . . Th is  new techno! gy can serve ju s t ic e  and the pa tien t at the same 
time."

Harry Rein, J.D.M.D., Medical Director, Thermographic Medical 

Associates, Inc. Consultant in medical injury and medical 

malpractice litigation.

" I  feel that in  the next d e c a d e  . . .  ( t h e r m o g r a p h y )  is g o i n g  to b e c o m e  
o n e  o f  the m o st  e x c it ing  d ia g n o s t ic  to o ls  i n  p a i n  c l i n i c s ."

Mathew II.M. I.ee. M.l)., Director,. De/wrltnent nf Helitihiliiniion 
Medicine. Cold water Memorial Hospital, Sc ir York (V/»’.

" P e r h a p s  the s ing le  m ost  e x c it in g  o b je c t iv e  t e c h n iq u e  that ha s  e m er g ed  
i n  the !? rt ten years is t h e r m o g r a p h y ."

/. Alfred Breckler, M,D, attorney. o\ American Jurisprudents'. Piool 
i*f Fuels (Pain and Suffering), Second Ss’nrs. I'olinnc 2.1. IWli

“ J u d g e  Schw artz  t o ld  the Daily Journal he never h a d  d o u b t s  a b o u t  a d ­
m it t in g  the t h e r m o g r a m  lest in t o  e v id e n c e  after l is t e n in g  l o  Ih e  
te s t im o n y  o f  D r .  C h a r le s  E .  W e x le r ."

Judge S. S. Schwartz* h#.i Nins Sufterior Court, in Dailv dan ill 
Journal, l.os Angeles,

" D is t in c t iv e  patterns o f  s k in  te m perature  . . .  for referred visceral , 
r ad icu lar  a n d  s p in a l  c o r d  p a i n  . . . c a n  b e  rii fferentiai~d o n  a ther­
m o g r a m  . . . T h u s  the t e c h n iq u e  p r o v id e s  a g o o d  o b je c t iv e  m e asure  o f  
the effectiveness o f  tr e a t m e n t ."

WUUam llnhhlns, M.l).. Surgeon, President, Hisiioixoi Ittcus/ 
Cancer Ds’leslion I imndulinn,

" T h e r m o g r a p h y  is extrem ely  u se fu l  in  o b je c t iv e  e v a l u a t io n  o f  acute  
m u s c u l o l i g a m e n t o u s  in ju r ie s  . . .  A  ( p r e - e m p l o y m e n t  b a c k  screen ing)  
p r o g r a m  w o u l d  u n d o u b t e d l y  p ro ve  to  b e  o f  i m m e n s e  v a lu e  to  a l l  parties 
c o n c e r n e d ,  n a m e ly ,  the e m p l o y e e ,  the  e m p l o y e r ,  a n d  the in s u r a n c e  i n ­
d u s t r y ."

Ilarold I.. Knrpntnn, M.l),, Private (Tone, Hewrlv Hills. ( nhlionm
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Thermograms Can Help Distinguish True Pain From Malingering
International Medical News Service

B O S T O N  — T h e r m o g r a p h y  is  u s e fu l 
in  d e t e r m in in g  i f  a p a t ie n t  is  g e n u in e ly  
in  p a in  o r  is  m a lin g e r in g  b e c a u s e ,  
w h e n  th e r e  is  re a l p a in ,  its  p r e s e n c e  
a lo n g  n e r v e  p a th w a y s  c a n  b e  c le a r ly  
t r a c e d  o n  th e  t h e r m o g r a m , t w o  p h y s i ­
c ia n s  s a id  in  s e p a r a te  p r e s e n ta t io n s  at 
th e  a n n u a l  m e e t in g  o f  th e  A m e r i c a n  
T h e r m o g r a p h i c  S o c i e t y .

In  lo w  b a c k  p a in  p a t ie n ts ,  e s p e ­
c ia l ly  w h e n  m a lin g e r in g  is s u s p e c t e d ,  
a m e t h o d i c a l  a p p r o a c h  th a t in c lu d e s  
f i lm in g  th e  le g s  a n d  fe e l h e lp s  to  m a k e  
a n  a c c u r a t e  s t u d y .  It  is  p a r i ' - u la r ly  
u s e fu l i f  a  la w s u it  is  in v o lv e d ,  s a id  D r .  
C h a r l e s  E .  W e x l e r ,  o f  E n c i n o ,  C a l i f ,

In  th e  b r ie f  h is to r y  h e  r e q u ir e s ,  
e a c h  p a t ie n t  is  a s k e d  to  m a rk  o n  a 
s im p le  d ia g r a m  o f  th e  b a c k  a n d  le g s  

ju s t  w h e r e  h e  fe e ls  p a in . D r .  W e x l e r  
a ls o  h a s  th e  p a t ie n t  u se  a p o in t e r  to  
in d ic a t e  th e  s ite  o f  h is  p a in  w h ile  th e  
th e r m o g r a m  is b e in g  m a d e .

In  c a s e s  o f  a c c u s e d  m a lin g e r in g  th a t  
a r c  h e a d e d  fo r  th e  c o u r t r o o m ,  D r .  
W e x l e r  h a s  f o u n d  it im p o r ta n t  to  la k e  
a n d  r e a d  h is  o w n  th e r m o g r a m s . “ Y o u  
h a v e  g o t  to  h e  a w a r e ,  a lm o s t  p a in fu l ly  
a w a r e  in  th e s e  c a s e s ,  th a t y o u  a re  
g o in g  t o  b e  s i t t in g  o n  th e  w itn e s s  s ta n d  
s u m c  d a y . "

In dealing with the back, " orrela- 

tion of the thermographic findings 

with the patient’s complaint is (he key 

to th ?  question," he added.
In  s o m e  r , s t a n c e s  in  w h i c h  th e re  is 

l i t t le  c l i n i c a l  e v id e n c e  a n d  th e  s ig n i f i ­
c a n c e  o f  t h ?  t h e r m o g r a p h y  f in d in g s  
h a s  b e e n  q u e s t io n e d ,  a s e r ie s  o f  t h e r ­
m o g r a m s  m a d e  o v e r  s e v e ra l d a y s  w ill

d e m o n s t r a t e  th a t  th e  in d iv id u a l  p a t ­
te r n s  o f  h o t  a n d  c o l d  a r e a s  r e m a in  th e  
s a m e .

" I t  is  m y  f e e l in g  th a t  th e s e  p a t t e r n s ,  
l ik e  th e  p a t t e r n s  in  t h e  b r e a s t ,  m a y  b e  
r e la t iv e ly  c o n s t a n t  f o r  e a c h  in d iv id u a l  
a n d  e a c h  i n j u r y . "  P e r s o n s  w h o  a re  
n o t  m a l in g e r in g  g e n e r a l ly  h a v e  o n e  
a re a  in  w h i c h  t h e y  fe e l p a in .  T h e  
t h e r m o g r a m  a lm o s t  a lw a y s  i l lu s t r a te s  
a c le a r  d i f f e r e n c e  in  t e m p e r a tu r e  in  
th o s e  s p o t s ,  D r .  W e x l e r  r e p o r te d .

W h e n  m a k in g  a lu m b a r  th e r m o g r a m  
o f  p a t ie n t s  w i t h  b a c k  p a in ,  th e  lo w e r  
e x t r e m it ie s  a re  a ls o  s c r e e n e d .  A  m in ­
im a l r o u t in e  lu m b a r  s tu d y  in c lu d e s  
f in e  d e ta i l  b la c k  a n d  w h i le  t h e r m o ­
g r a m s  o f  th e  fe e t  a n d  lu m b a r  a re a  at 
c lo s e  ra n g e  a n d  c o l o r  t h e r m o g r a m s  
e n c o m p a s s in g  th e  lu m b a r  r e g io n  a n d  
le g s  a n d  f e e l ,  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  a d d i ­
t io n a l  a n g le s  a r c  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  c o m ­
p le te  in f o r m a t io n .

W h e n  m u l t ip le  le v e l d is k s  a re  a b ­
n o r m a l  in  d is k o g r a m  s tu d ie s ,  t h e r m o ­
g r a m s  m a y  a ls o  in d ic a t e  th is  w h e n ,  
c l i n i c a l l y ,  o n l y  o n e  is  s y m p t o m a t i c .  
" I  fe e l th is  in d ic a t e s  th a t  a  t h e r m o ­
g r a m  m a y  b e  a b le  to  d e t e r m in e  lu m b a r  
d is k  d is e a s e  w h e n  it is  in  a c l i n i c a l l y  
e q u i v o c a l  s t a g e ,"  D r .  W e x l e r  s a id .

F o r  e v a lu a t in g  c h r o n i c  p a in  a n y ­
w h e r e  in  th e  b o d y ,  t h e r m o g r a p h y  h a s  
p r o v e d  e a s y ,  f a s t ,  a n d  r c i ia b le ,  s a id  
D r .  S u m i o  U e m a t s u ,  d i r e c lo r  o f  th e  
n e u r o m e t r ie s  la b o r a t o r y .  J o h n s  H o p ­
k in s  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ,  B a l t im o r e .

M e a s u r i n g  c h r o n i c  p a in  is  n o t  e a s y  
a n d  s u c h  m e t h o d s  a s  e le c t r i c  r e s is ­
t a n c e  te s t s ,  c o l o r im e t r y ,  p le t h y s ­
m o g r a p h y ,  a n d  t h e r m o c o u p le s  s tu d ie s

g e n e r a l ly  a re  n o t  p r a c t i c a l ,  h e  s a id .
In  th e  h e a l in g  p r o c e s s ,  n e r v e  f ib e r s  

c a n  b e c o m e  c r o s s e d ,  a l t e r in g  th e  in ­
f o r m a t io n  th e y  t r a n s m it .  T h e  r e s u lt  is 
c r o s s - s t im u la t io n  f o l l o w e d  b y  v a s o ­
s p a s m  a n d  is c h e m ia .

" A f t e r  m a n y  m o n t h s  o f  t h is ,  
t r o p h i c  c h a n g e s  c a r  o c c u r  in  th e  
jo i n t s ,  s k in ,  a n d  b o n e s .  It  is  im p o r t a n t  
f o r  th e  p h y s i c ia n  to  m a k e  a d ia g n o s is  
b e fo r e  th e s e  o b v io u s  c h a n g e s  a n d  d y s ­
t r o p h ie s  o c c u r . "

In  a c u t e  p a in ,  th e  a f f e c t e d  a re a  
te n d s  to  a p p e a r  a s  h o t  o n  th e  t h e r m o ­
g r a m ; c h r o n i c  p a in  s h o w s  u p  a s  a c o ld  
a re a . " S o m e t im e s  th e  d e g r e e  o f  c o l d ­
n e s s  is  s t r i k in g . "  h e  s a id .

In  a p a t ie n t  w h o  s a id  h e r  k n e e  h u r t  
s o  m u c h  s h e  c o u l d  n o t  b e a r  lo  w e a r  
s t o c k in g s  o r  s l a c k s ,  th e  a re a  s h e  in d i ­
c a t e d  a p p e a r e d  o n  a  t h e r m o g r a m  to  h e  
3 .5°  C  c o l d e r  th a n  h e r  o t h e r  le g .

" A  th e r m o g r a m  h e lp s  to  c o n v i n c e  
th e  t r e a t in g  p h y s i c ia n  a n  h e lp s  lo  
e d u c a t e  th e  p a t ie n t  b e c a u s e  it s h o w s  
w h a t  a n  X - r a y  c a n n o t ,  a s  in  t e n n is  e l ­
b o w .  fo r  in s t a n c e .

" S h o w i n g  th e  p a t ie n t  th e  r e s u lt s  o f  
th e  t h e r m o g r a m  a ls o  is  m u c h  b e t t e r  
th a n  te l l in g  h im  y o u  c a n n o t  f in d  a n y ­
th in g .  I t  h a s  th e  u s e fu l  e f f e c t  o f  h e a d ­
in g  o f f  a p o s s ib le  t r ip  to  th e  p s y c h i a ­
tr is t  o r  la w y e r .  M a n y  l im e s  it is  p o s s i ­
b le  lo  e x p la in  th e r e  is  n o  in ju r y  e x c e p t  
to  th e  n e r v e  a n d  t im e  w i l l  p r o b a b ly  
h e lp  c o r r e c t  i t , "  h e  s a id .

In  o t h e r ,  c a r e f u l l y  s e le c t e d  c a s e s  a 
s y m p a t h e c t o m y  m a y  h e  n e c e s s a r y  
a n d  e f f e c t iv e  in  p r e v e n t in g  c r i p p l i n g .  
D r .  U e m a t s u  a d d e d .



Alaska Therm ography
FRONTIER BUILDING
3601 C Street • Suite 390 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
(907) 563-3677

THERMOGRAPHY IS CURRENTLY BEING USED IN 

THE U.S.A. AND ABROAD FOR EVALUATING

THE FOLLOWING

1. Arthritis

* 2. Brachial Plexus Injury

3. Breast Disease

A. Burns

* 5. Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

6. Central Nerve Injury with 

Peripheral Sign9

7. Compartment Syndrome

8. Deep Vein Disease

* 9. Disc Disease

* 10. Facet Syndromes

11. Grufts

12. Hysteria

13. Inflammatory and Rheumatoid 

1A . Internal Carotid Insufficie

* 15. Lumbosacral Plexus Injury

* 16. Mulingering

CONDITIONS

17. Myofascial Syndromes

* ]8. Nerve Stretch Injury

* 19. Nerve Trauma

* 20. Neuropathy

* 21. Neurovascular Compression

* 22. Peripheral Nerve Injury

* 23. Physiologic Nerve Dysfunction

* 2A. Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy

* 25. Sacroiliac Ligament Tear

* 26. Soft Tissue Injury

* 27. Sprain/Strain

28. Stroke Screening

29. Synovitis

* 30. Thoracic Outlet Syndrome

31. Temporal Arteritis

32. Trigger Points

Alaska Thermography currently limits its evaluations to 

the number precoeded by an astrick.



A l a s k a  M a t  i o n  a !
I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y

A policy ol service end protection

L E G I S L A T I V E  P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

L E G I S L A T I O N

S e n a t e  Bill - 177 ( J o s e p h s o n )  

P U R P O S E

A n  act p r o v i d i n g  for f r e e d o m  to c h o o s e  p r o v i d e r s  

h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s .

S U B S T A N C E

W o u l d  a l l o w  a n  i n s u r e d  u n d e r  a g r o u p  or i n d i v i d u a l  m e d i c a l ,  h o s p i t a l  or h e a l t h  

i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  i n c l u d i n g  group, s e r v i c e  or i n d e m n i t y  c o n t r a c t s  to h ave free 
c n o i c e  o f  p r o v i d e r .

B A C K G R O U N D

T h e r e  are b a s i c a l l y  t wo  t ypes of i n s u r a n c e  c o n t r a c t s  or i n s u r a n c e  rela t e d  

c o n t r a c t s  w h i c h  this m e a s u r e  w o u l d  a f f e c t .  The first k i n d  of c o n tr a c t  are 

pur e i n d e m n i t y  i n s u r a n c e  c o n t r a c t s  such as is s u e d  by s t o ck  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  

on an i n d i v i d u a l  or g r o u p  b a s i s  p r o v i d i n g  a s c h e d u l e  of b e n e f i t s  for pers o n s 

u s i n g  s e r v i c e s  o f  a p h y s i c i a n ,  a h o s p i t a l  or u s i n g  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s  or 

p r o s t h e t i c s .  T n e s e  c o n t r a c t s  t y p i c a l l y  pay a p e r c e n t a g e  of reasonable' and 

c u s t o m a r y  c o s t  for these s e r v i c e s  a n d  a l s o  p l a c e  no r e s t r i c t i o n  on the 

p r o v i d e r s  that are u t i l i z e d  e x c e p t  m o s t  c o n t r a c t s  p r o v i d e  that se r v i c e s  must 

be p r o v i d e d  by a l i c e n s e d  p h y s i t . a n  as o p p o s e d  to a c h i r o p r a c t o r ,  or by a 

l i c e n s e d  h o s p i t a l  as o p p o s e d  to a :linic or l i c e n s e d  h e a l t h  car e  facility.

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  p e r m i t  a p e r s o n  to d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  to use the s e r vices 

of a p h y s i c i a n ,  o s t e o p a t h ,  c h i r o p r a c t o r  or a n u r s e  m i d w i f e  to p r o v i d e  c o v e r a g e  

s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  the p o l i c y  a n t i c i p a t e d  w o u l d  be p r o v i d e d  o n l y  by a p h y s i c i a n  or 

o t h e r  p e r m i t t e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .

u n d e r  medical, h o s p i t a l  or
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 — , t>iuc onie id ,
 , o r r e i e n e a  P r o v i d e r  C o n t r a c t  and so forth, are typical

o f  the p r e p a i d  c o n t r a c t .  Th e y  all h a v e  at least on e  c o m m o n  d en o m i n a t o r ,  w h i c h

is, the s e r v i c e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  p r o v i d i n g  th e  b e n e f i t s  h ave e n t e r e d  into s e r v i c e

c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  p r o v i d e r s ,  e i t h e r  s p e c i f i c  h o s p i t a l s ,  s p ec i f i c

p h y s i c i a n s  or  s p e c i f i c  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of a d i f f e r e n t

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  If is the n a t u r e  o f  t h o s e  s e r v i c e  c o m p a n i e s  to be ab l e  to

p r o v i d e  less e x p e n s i v e  c o v e r a g e  b e c a u s e  o f  s p e c i al  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  the p r o v i d e r s .

It s h o u l d  be n o t e d  tha ' t h e s e  t ypes of c o n t r a c t s  a r e g o v e r n e d  b y  C h a p t e r  87 o f

the I n s u r a n c e  C o d e  (AS 2 1 . 8 7 )  w,>ich f ully r e g u l a t e s  these t ypes of h e a l t h  care

s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  but w h i c h  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p e r m i t s  and in fact a n t i c i p a t e s

that the H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  C o r p o r a t i o n  w o u l d  e n t e r  into a p r o v i d e r  c o n t r a c t  and

that t h o s e  s u b s c r i b i n g  to t ho s e  s e r v i c e s  w o u l d  u se  the p r o v i d e r s  w i t h  w h o m  the 
s e r v i c e  c o r p o r a t i o n  h a s  c o n t r a c t e d .

Th e  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  s e e m  to p r o h i b i t  the types o f  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h
ar e  n o w  c o n t e m p l a t e d  in C h a p t e r  87.





STATE OF ALASKA __________________________________
FISCAL NOTE 1 R e v i s i o n  Date , 1983 |

I .  REQUEST
B i11/Reso l u t i o n  N o . : SB 185
T i t l e : An Act. Re: Sc.hol arsln'r. L o a n 1

Sponsor :  S e n a t o r  P. F i s c h e r ________

Requ es t o r :  S e n a t e  H E S S __________

I I .  FISCAL DETAIL
Agency A f f e c t e d :  E d u c a t i o n ____________________

Program Category  A f f e c t e d :  P n ^ r ^ p r n n H n r v  rnmm. 

BRU, Program o f  S u b p r o g r a m ^ ) A f f e c t e d : -  
Student Loan P r o p r n r ____________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands o f  D o l l a r s )

OPERATING
FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC

TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL | N.A. 1 2 . 3 7 5 . C I O . 5 7 3 . 7 1 1 . 8 3 6 . 4 1 8 . 3 0 4 . 3 2 5 . 1 8 7 . 7

REVENUE I -0- -0- 87.6 2 2 7 . 3  391.2

FUNDING: (Thousands o f  D o l l a r s )
GENERA. FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER (S p e c i f y  Source)

N.A. 12,375.0 10,575.7 11.74 S . 8 1 8 . 0 7 7 .0 2 4.796.5

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

I I I .  SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

IV .  ANALYSIS: A t t a ch  a s e p a r a t e  page f o r  any A n a l y s i s

Prepared By: K erry D. Poincsbury/nb i& k_______________________  Phone: 4 6 5 - 2 8 5 4

D i v i s i o n :  C o m m i s s i o n  on Po.stsec^ayr)/ E d u c a t i o n  Date:  3/ 2 4 / 8 5

Approved by Commissi  o n e r : __________________________________ Date :________________________
Depa r t m e n t :_____________________________________________________

D i s t r i b u t i o n :
O r i g i n a l  to L e g i s l a t i v e  F i nance
Copy t o  O f f i c e -o f  Management and Budget ( f o r  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n t r o d u c e d  b i l l s )
Copy t o  Depar tment  ( f o r  Governor  i n t r o d u c e d  b i l l s )
Copy to  Sponsor
Copy to  Reques t o r  ( i f  d i f f e r e n t  from Sponsor) 3/8/83



IV . ANALYSIS
a.  H i gh  s c h oo l  s e n i o r s  ( p r o j e c t i o n s )

Year Number

1983-84 6 .,348
1984-85 6,581
1985-86 6,467
1986-87 6,626
1987-88 6,600
1988-89 7,577

b.  Pos tsecondary e d u c a t i o n  a t t en da nc e  r a t e s

Acco rd i n g  t o  t h e  Commi ss i on ' s  annua l  h i g h  s c h o o l  s e n i o r  su r vey ,  
a p p r o x ima t e l y  59% o f  A l a s ka ' s  s e n i o r s  p l a n  some type  o f  
pos t se conda ry  a t t e n d a n c e .  T he re f o r e ,  the p o t e n t i a l  bor row i ng 
r a t e s  would be:

Year P o t e n t i a l  Borrower

1983-84 3,745
1984-85 3,883
1985-86 3,792
1986-87 3,909
1987-88 3,894
1988-89 4,470

c .  P r o j e c t i o n s  based upon a r equ i r emen t  t h a t  i n  o rde r  t o  be 
e l i g i b l e ,  a new bor rower  must be a s e n i o r  i n  an Alaskan h i g h  
s c h o o l  and a 12-month r e s i d e n t ,  bu t  a l s o  p r o v i d i n g  a one-t ime 
"open e n r o l lm e n t "  o r  "window" p e r i o d  f o r  a l l  persons c u r r e n t l y  
12-month r e s i d e n t s  t o  a p p l y  f o r  use o f  the l o a n  w i t h i n  t he  nex t
5 y ea rs .

Year Loan Awards Loan Volume Genera l  Fund

1983-84 i7,060 $ 83,594,000 $ 75,152,105
1984-85 18,762 105,067,200 93,205,101
1985-86 20,463 120,731,700 104,360,047
1986-87 21,353 125,982,700 104,890,675
1987-88 19,149 113,936,550 88,924,392
1988-89 19,091 113,591,450 85,017,519





S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S  O F  SB 189 "AN A C T  R E L A T I N G  T O  T H E  P R A C T I C E  OF O P T O M E T R Y  AN D  

A U T H O R I Z I N G  THE  U S E  O F  P R E S C R I P T I O N  D R U G S  BY O P T O M E T R I S T S "

S E C T I O N  1 

S E C T I O N  2

S E C T I O N  3

SECTION t\

SE C T I O N  r> 

S E C T I O N  6

A D D S  A  N E W  S E C T I O N  T O  T H E  S T AT U T E S  T O  A U T H O R I Z E  T H E  US E  OF, AN D  

P R E S C R I P T I O N  O F  A L L  P R E S C R I B E D ( O R  LEGEND) D R U GS  BY O P T O M ET R I S T S .

(a) A U T H O R I Z E S  T H E O P T O M E T P Y  B O A R D  TO ID E N T I F Y  A N D  A P P R O V E  BY 

R E G U L A T I O N  U N D E R G R A D U A T E  A N D  P O S T  G R A D U A T E  P R O G R A M S  T H A T  T R A I N  

O P T O M E T R I S T S  IN T H E  U S E  O F  P R E S C R I P T I O N  DRUGS. A L S O  A U T H O R I Z E S  

T H E  P R O M U L G A T I O N  OF C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N  REG U L A T I O N S.

(b) P R O H I B I T S  T H E  USE BY O P T O M E T R I S T S  O F  A N Y  D R U G S O T H E R  T HAN 

L E G E N D  DRUGS, A N D  ONLY W I T H  T H E  A P P R O V A L  OF T H E  B O A R D  BY L I C E N S E  

ENDO R S E ME N T .

(c) A L I C E N S E  E N D O R S E M E N T  A T T A C H E S  T O  T H E  L I C E N S E  FOR E X P I R A T I O N  

P U R P O S E S  A N D  M A Y  BE R E N E W E D  UPON E V I D E N C E  O F  C O M P L E T I O N  O F  R E Q U I R E D  

C O N T I N U I N G  EDUCATION.

(d) T H E  B OA R D  S HALL A D O P T  R E G U L A T I O N S  F O R  T H E  USE A N D  P R E S C R I P T I O N  OF 

L E G E N D  D R U G S  A N D  M A Y  IMPOSE S A N C T I ON S  A G A I N S T  V I OLATORS.

(c) T H E  B O A R D  O F  O P T O M E T R Y  W I L L  N O T I F Y  T H E  B O A R D  O F  P H A R M A C Y  OF 

A L L  L I C E N S E E S  H O L D I N G A L I C E N S E  ENDORSEMENT.

REMOVES FROM STATUTE THE PROH IB IT ION AGAINST T h 5 USE OF DRUGS 
BY OPTOMETRISTS, AND ALLOWS THE USE OF DRUGS FO D IAGNOSIS  AND 
TREATMENT OF INFLAMMATIONS, INFECTIONS AND IN JU R IE S  OF THE EYE 
AND EY EL ID .

SAM E AS S E C T I O N  3 IN A M E N D I N F  T H E  D E F I N I T I O N  O F  T H E  P R A C T I C E  OF 

O P T O M E T R Y .

D E F I N E S  L E G E N D  D R U GS  AS T H O S E  R E Q U I R I N G  A PRESCRIPTION.

INCLUDES O P T O M E T R I S T S  IN T H E  S T A T U T E  AS T H O S E  A L L O W E D  T O  P R A C T I C E  

M E D I C I N E  A N D T H E R E F O R E  LI A B L E  F O R  V I O L A T I O N  O F  P R A C T I C I N G  W I T H O U T  A 

LICENSE.



" p r o m m n m n -

SENATE BILL NO. 189

"An Act  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  op tomet ry  and a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  use o f  
p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs by o p t o m e t r i s t s . "

T h i s  B i l l  wou ld p e rm i t  t h e  use o f  l e g e n d  drugs by c e r t a i n  o p t o m e t r i s t s  and 
wou ld d e l e t e  f rom t he  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  op tomet ry  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
use o f  d r ugs .  Legend drugs as d e f i n e d  i n  S e c t i o n  5 o f  t h e  B i l l  "means 
drugs  whose c o n t a i n e r s  must bea r  a l a b e l  p r o h i b i t i n g  d i s p e n s i n g  w i t h o u t  
a p r e s c r i p t i o n " .  The B i l l  a l s o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p e rm i t s  o p t o m e t r i s t s  to  
engage i n  t he  " d i a g n o s i s  and t r e a tm e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  use o f  d r u g s ,  o f  
i n f l a m m a t i o n s ,  i n f e c t i o n s  and i n j u r i e s  o f  t h e  eyes and e y e l i d s " .

A m a j o r i t y  o f  s t a t e s  now a l l o w  o p t om e t r i s t s  t o  use d i a g n o s t i c  t o p i c a l  
d r u g s ,  e i t h e r  t h r ou gh  s p e c i f i c  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  t h o u g h  t h e  l a c k  
o f  s p e c i f i c  p r o h i b i t i o n s .  Few, i f  any ,  p e rm i t  t h e  use o f  t h e r a p e u t i c  
d r u g s .  T h i s  B i l l ,  as now w r i t t e n ,  would a p p a r e n t l y  p e rm i t  t h e  use o f  
any d r u g ,  whe t he r  t o p i c a l  o r  s y s t em i c ,  i n  t he  d i a g n o s i s  and t r e a tm en t  
by an o p t o m e t r i s t  o f  i n f l am m a t i o n s ,  i n f e c t i o n s  and i n j u r i e s  o f  t he  
ayes and e y e l i d s .  A r g u a b l y ,  t h e  proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  may be c o n s t r u e d  
t o  p e rm i t  t he  p r a c t i c e  u f  o p t ha lmo l  o g i c  s u r ge r y  by o p t o m e t r i s t s  s i n c e  
su rg e r y  i s  no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o h i b i t e d .

Even t h e  use o f  d i a g n o s t i c  t o p i c a l  drugs by o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  i . p . ,  d rugs  
wh i c h  c a u s e  the p u p i l  t o  open o r  t o  c l o s e  down o r  wh i ch  p a r a l y z e  t h e  
mus c l e s  wh i ch  c o n t r o l  t h e  shape o f  t h e  l e n s ,  has t e e n  c o n t r o v e r s i a l .
Those i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  use o f  drugs by o p t om e t r i s t s  a rgue  t h a t  opto- 
m e t r i c  s e r v i c e s  a r e  more w i d e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  than o p h t h a lm o l o g i c  s e r ­
v i c e s  and t h a t  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  se r ves  as an e n t r y  p o i n t  f o r  p r ima ry  
eye c a r e .  The use o f  d i a g n o s t i c  drugs i s  s a i d  t o  expand t h e  a b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  eye a b n o r m a l i t i e s  and to i n c r e a s e  
med i c a l  r e f e r r a l  f o r  d i a g n o s i s  and t r e a tm e n t .  The o p t o i n e t r i c  group  
a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  t he  use o f  d i a g n o s t i c  drugs  r a r e l y  c au se s  adv e r se  
e f f e c t s .

Those oppos i ng  such l e g i s l a t i o n  a rgue  t h a t  t he  use o f  drugs wou ld not  
m a t e r i a l l y  improve  f h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  o p t om e t r i s t s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  abnorm­
a l i t i e s .  O p t om e t r i s t s  a re  not  e xp ec t ed  t o  d i a g n o s e  d i s e a s e s  o f  the 
eye a nd ,  i f  a d e p a r t u r e  from normal  i s  n o t e d ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  e xp ec t ed  
t o  be r e f e r r e d  t o  a p h y s i c i a n  f o r  d i a g n o s i s .  The c o ^ a m  on t h e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  med i ca l  commun i t y  i s  t h a t  t h e  o p t om e t r i s t s  v/ould be making 
d i a g n o s t i c  j udgemen t s  wh i ch  t he  p h y s i c i a n s  do no t  b e l i e v e  them q u a l ­
i f i e d  t o  make.  More ov er ,  t h e  med i ca l  commun i t y  no t e s  t h a t  adv e r se  
r e a c t i o n s ,  w h i l e  a d m i t t e d l y  ra r e  f o r  c e r t a i n  o f  t he  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s ,  
c an  have e x t r em e l y  s e r i c u s  co ns equ en ce s  when t h e y  do o c c u r .  A 
h i g h e r  r a t e  o f  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  to a c e r t a i n  t y pe  o f  g l aucoma i n  A l aska  
N a t i v e s  i s  c i t e d .  Use o f  m y d r i a t i c  drugs c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  p r e c i p i t a t e  
an a t t a c k .  The p o t e n t i a l  use o f  t h e r a p e u t i c  drugs can be e x p e c t ed  
to r a i s e  even g r e a t e r  c o n c e r n .

L i m i t a t i o n s  a re  p l a c e d  on t h e  use o f  c e r t . a ’ < d i a g n o s t i c  drugs by 
l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  some s t a t e s .  I n  Oregon ,  f o r  e x amp l e ,  t h e  Board o f  
Optomet ry  i s  empowered to d e s i g n a t e  the d i a g n o s t i c  p h a rma c e u t i c a l  
agen t s  f o r  t o p i c a l  u s e ,  bu t  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t he  d e s i g n a t i o n  s h a l l  be 
w i t h  t he  a d v i c e  and g u i d a n c e  o f  the Board o f  Med i c a l  Examiner's,
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Some s t a t e s  d e f i n e  t h e  t y pe  o f  t r a i n i n g  i n  pha rmaco l ogy  wh i c h  wou ld be 
r e q u i r e d  b e f o r e  an o p t o m e t r i s t  wou ld be p e rm i t t e d  t o  use even d i a g n o s t i c  
d r u gs .  SB 189 c o n t a i n s  no such p r o v i s i o n s .

The Depar tmen t  o f  H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  does no t  s u ppo r t  HB 225 i n  
i t s  p r e s e n t  form because  o f  t h e  o v e r l y  broad d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  types  
o f  drugs wh i ch  wou l d be a u t h o r i z e d ,  vagueness w i t h  rega rd  t o  t h e  l i m i t s  
o f  o p t om e t r i c  p r a c t i c e  and l a c k  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  w i t h  r egard  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n ­
a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  use o f  d r u gs .  I f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  chooses  
t o  a u t h o r i z e  use o f  c e r t a i n  drugs by o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  t h e  Depar tment  sugges t s  
tha*' d e f i n i t i o n s  and r e s t r i c t i o n s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  i n  use i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  
may j e  a d v i s a b l e  and t h a t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  med i c a l  and 
o p t o i n e t r i c  c ommu n i t i e s  s h o u l d  be sough t  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  
o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .
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I n  r e v i e w i n g  H o u s e  B i l l  if75 and S e n a t e  B i l l  #79, S e c t i o n  2, S u b s e c t i o n  0 8 . 7 2 . 3 0 5  - 

U s e  o f  D r u g s  for D i a g n o s i s ,  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  l i s t  of d r u g s  p r o p o s e d  to b e  u s e d  is 

a c l a s s  o f  d r u g s  c a l l e d  m i o t i c s .  T h i s  g r o u p  o f  d r u g s  is o n l y  t h e r a p e u t i c  a n d  h a s  

n o  d i a g n o s t i c  use. T h e y  a r e  u s e d  fo r  t r e a t i n g  c h r o n i c  g l a u c o m a  a n d  a c u t e  a n g l e  

c l o s u r e  g l a u c o m a .  W h a t  is a t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g  d o i n g  in a " d i a g n o s t i c "  b i l l ?

Mr. G e o r g e  H a l l ' s  a nd  Mr. S t e r n b e r g ' s  ( both A n c h o r a g e  o p t o m e t r i s t s )  r e s p o n s e  to 

t h i s  q u e s t i o n  at the M a r c h  1, 1 9 7 8  m e e t i n g  of the L e g i s l a t i v e  C o a l i t i o n  of H e a l t h  

C a r e  P r o f e s s i o n a l s  in A n c h o r a g e  a n d  at the 1 9 7 8  h e a r i n g s  o n  a  s i m i l a r  b i l l  i n t r o­

d u c e d  a n d  d e f e a t e d  l a s t  y e a r  r e s p e c t i v e l y  was :  "T o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  a n g l e  c l o s u r e . "

" T o  u s e  this as r  f i r s t  a i d  m e a s u r e . "  T h i s  is t r e a t m e n t .

T r e a t i n g  a n g l e  c l o s u r e  g l a u c o m e  is v e r y  d i . f i c u l t  a n d  r e q u i r e s  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  

p u t t i n g  a m i o t i c  e y e  d r o p  in th e  eye. Troatiu-at of t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  r e q u i r e s  

s u r g e r y  in 1 ca s e s .  T o  b r e a k  th e  a n g l e  c l o s u r e  a t t a c k  b e f o r e  s u r g e r y ,  h o s p i t a l­

iz a t i o n ,  D i a m o x  a n d  i n t r a v e n o u s  M a n i t o l  is n e c e s s a r y  in m a n y  c a s e s .  If a n g l e  

c l o s u r e  g l a u c o m a  g o e s  u n t r e a t e d ,  b l i n d n e s s  r e s u l t s .  A l l  c y c l o p l e g i c s  and m y d r i a t i c s  

( d i l a t i n g  d r o p s )  c a n  c a u s e  a n g l e  c l o s u r e  g l a u c o m a .

Jt h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  to y o u  b y  the o p t o m e t r i s t s  that t h e i n c i d e n c e  o f  a n g l e  

c l o s u r e  g l a u c o m a  is o n l y  1 in 1 8 , 4 0 0  cas e s .  W h a t  the y  d o  n o t  t e l l  y o u  is t hat 

u n i q u e  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t s  w i t h  the n a t i v e  A l a s k a n .  T h e  i n c i d e n c e  o f  a n g l e  c l o s u r e  

is 1 in 1 , 9 0 0  c a s e s  a n d  e v e n  h i g h e r  if d i l a t i n g  d r o p s  a r e  used. T h i s  p r o b l e m  

u s u a l l y  t a k e s  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  to d e v e l o p ,  l o n g  a f t e r  the o p t o m e t r i s t  w o u l d  h a v e  l e f t  

• the v i l l a g e .  If w e  w e r e  to a l l o w  th e o p t o m e t r i s t s  to u s e  d i l a t i n g  dr o p s ,  t h i s  

w o u l d  r e s u l t  in m a n y  m u r e  u n n e c e s s a r y  s u r g i c a l  e m e r g e n c i e s  a n d  p o s s i b l e  b l i n d n e s s .  

In v i e w  of this w e l l  k n o w n  fact, o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  a r e  h e s i t a n t  to u s e  m y o r i a t i c s  

a n d  c y c l o p l e g i c s  in the A l a s k a  na t i v e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in th e  b u s h  a r e a s .

M i o t i c s  a r e  a t h e r a p e u t i c  c i a s s  of d r u g s  and a r e  l i s t e d  i n c o r r e c t l y  in the 

p r o p o s e d  b i l l s  as d i a g n o s t i c  drugs. E i t h e r  the o p t o m e t r i s t s  do n o t  h a v e  a 

t h o r o u g h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the e y e  m e d i c a t i o n s ,  o r  t h e y  a r e  a s k i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  

to a l l o w  t h e m  to t r e a t  g l a u c o m a  and o t h e r  e y e  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  b i l l  l i s t s  

o n l y  b r o a d  g e n e r a l  c a t e g o r i e s  of the d e s i r e d  e y e  m e d i c a t i o n s ,  n o  s p e c i f i c  d r u g  

n a m e s  a n d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s .  T h e  c l a s s e s  of d r u g s  i n c l u d e  s u c h  p o t e n t  s u b s t a n c e s  as 

C o c a i n e ,  A t r o p i n e ,  S c o p o l a m i n e ,  P h e n y l e p h r i n e  a n d  P h o s p h o l i n e  I o d i d e .  A l l  t h e s e  

d r u g s  w h e n  a p p l i e d  to the e y e  a v e  r e a d i l y  a b s o r b e d  i nt o  th e  b l o o d s t r e a m  a n d  a r e

c a p a b l e  of p r o d u c i n g  a w i d e  r a n g e  of t o t a l  e f f e c t s .

C o c a i n e ,  a t o p i c a l  a n e s t h e t i c  and m y d r i a t i c  ( d i l a t e r  o f  th e  p u p i l )  is a C l a s s  II

n a r c o t i c  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  w h i c h  is s u b j e c t  to w i d e  s p r e a d  a b u s e  by a d d i c t s  

a n d  r e q u i r e s  a c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e  to d i s p e n s e  o r  use.



O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  n o t  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s  an d  c a n n o t  ge t  a f e d e r a l  n a r c o t i c s  c e r t i f i c a t e .  

T h e s e  d r u g  b i l l s  a r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n  o n  this po in t .

A t r o p i n e  an d  S c o p o l a m i n e  a r e  c y c l o p l e g i c  a g e n t s  w h i c h  p a r a l y z e  the e y e ' s  f o c u s i n g  

p o w e r  a n d  in s u f f i c i e n t  d o s e s  p r o d u c e  i r i i t a b i l i t y , h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  a n d  e v e n  coma. 

P h e n y l e p h r i n  (a m y d r i a t i c )  h a s  the a b i l i t y  to r a i s e  the b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  m a r k e d l y  

a n d  to a l t e r  the r h y t h m  of the h e a r t  and h a s  b e e n  d u p l i c a t e d  in d e a t h s  in o l d e r  

p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  s t r o k e s  a n d  in c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h  c a r d i a c  a r r h y t h m i a s .  P h o s p o l i n e  

Iodide, a m i o t i c  w h i c h  c o n s t r i c t s  the pu p i l ,  is u s e d  in th e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  g l a u c o m a  

( e l e v a t e d  p r e s s u r e  in the eye) a n d  i n  c e r t a i n  c a s es  of c r o s s e d  eyes. T h e  a c t i v e  

i n g r e d i e n t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  to the a c t i v e  s u b s t a n c e  in c e r t a i n  i n s e c t i c i d e s  a n d  

n e r v e  gas. T h i s  m e d i c a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n  to p r o d u c e  r e t i n a l  d e t a c h m e n t s  and 

c a t a r a c t s .

T h e  a b o v e  a r e  o n l y  a f e w  e x a m p l e s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  w h a t  p o t e n t i a l  d a n g e r s  e x i s t  in 

the \ a r i o u s  c l a s s e s  of d r u g s  l i s t e d  in the p r o p o s e d  bills. By a l l o w i n g  w i d e  s p r e a d  

u s e  of t h e s e  d r u g s  b y  n o n m e d i c a l  p e rs o n s ,  the o v e r a l l  r i s k  to the g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  

of p o t e n t i a l l y  s e r i o u s  s i d e  e f f e c t s  o r  u n t o w a r d  r e a c t i o n s  a r e  m a r k e d l y  i n c r e a s e d.



T h e  A m e r i c a n  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  d e f i n e s  a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  a s :

" . . . a  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w h o  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  e d u c a t e d ,  h i g h l y  

t r a i n e d  a n d  s t a t e  l i c e n s e d  t o  e x a m i n e ,  d i a g n o s e ,  a n d  t r e a t  c o n d i t i o n s  

o f  t h e  v i s i o n  s y s t e m .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  

w h o  e x a m i n e  t h e  e y e s  a n d  r e l a t e d  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  

o f  v i s i o n  p r o b l e m s ,  e y e  d i s e a s e s  a n d  o t h e r  a b n o r m a l i t i e s .  T h e y  g a t h e r  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  v i s i o n  s y s t e m  d u r i n g  t h e  o p t o m e t r i c  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  

d i a g n o s e  a n y  c o n d i t i o n s  d i s c o v e r e d  a n d  p r e s c r i b e  o p t o m e t r i c  t r e a t m e n t  

s u c h  a s  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s  o r  v i s i o n  t h e r a p y  t h a t  m a y  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  

p r o v i d e  t h e  p a t i e n t  w i t h  d e a r  e f f e c i e n t  v i s i o n . " ^

A l t h o u g h  this d e f i n i t i o n  is br o a d ,  th e A l a s k a  l e g i s t l a t o r s  h a v e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

n a r r o w e d  the d e f i n i t i o n  d o w n  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  A c c o r d i n g  co t h e A l a s k a  S : a t e  

S t a t u t e s ,  T i t l e  8, B u s i n e s s  an d  P r o f e s s i o n s  S e c t i o n  0 8 . 7 2 . 3 0 0 ,  th e S t a t u t e s  

d e f i n e  o p t o m e t r y  as:

1. " O p t o m e t r y "  i s  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  m e a n s  o r  m e t h o d s ,  o t h e r  

t h a n  t h e  u s e  o f  d r u g s , f o r  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  o f  a n  o p t i c a l  

d e f i c i e n c y  o r  d e f o r m i t y ,  v i s u a l  o r  m u s c u l a r  a n o m a l y  o f  t h e  

h u m a n  e y e ,  o r  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  o r  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  l e n s e s ,  

p r i s m s  o r  o c u l a r  e x e r c i s e s  f o r  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  o r  r e l i e f  o f  

t h e  h u m a n  e y e :

I. EYE HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS OF THE CONSUMING PUBLIC

" p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r y " m e a n s t h e  d i a g n o s is,, b y m e a n s o r

m e t h o d s  o t h e r c h a n  t h e u s e  o f d r u g s , o f a n  o p t i c a l  d e f i c i e n c y

o r d e f o r m i t y , v i s u a l  o r m u s c u l a r  a n o m a l y o f  t h e h u m a n e y e  ,

o r t h e  p r e s c r i o t i o n  o f 1 e n s  e s , p r i s m s o r o c u l a r e x e r  c i s e s

f o r t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  o r r e l i e f o f  t h e  h u m a n  e y e , o r  t h e h o l d i n g

o f  o n e s e l f  o u t  a s  b.r'ing a b l e  t o  d o  s o .

T h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  w i l l  o r  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  to y o u  that t hey a r e  l e g a l l y  b o u n d  to 

d i a g n o s e  e y e  d i s e a s e s  a n d  tha t  the y  a r e  in a d i l e m m a  in t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  d i a g n o s e  

e y e  d i s e a s e s  w i t h o u t  the u s e  of drugs. T h e y  ar e  o n l y  in a d i l e m m a  if the b r o a d e r  

s e n s e  of the d e f i n i t i o n  is u s e d  as cat forth r e c e n t l y  by th e  A m e r i c a n  O p t o m e t r i c  

A s s o c i a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s  h a v e  i n g e n i o u s l y  r e m o v e d  that 

d i l e m m a  for the o p t o m e t r i s t s  b y  l i m i t i n g  the m  to the d i a g n o s i s  of v i s u a l  a n o m a l i e s ,  

m u s c u l a r  a n o m a l i e s ,  o p t i c a l  d e f i c i e n c y  o r  d e f o r m i t i e s  an d  n o t  e y e  d i s e a s e s .



F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  c o n s t r u e d  d i l e m m a  is r e m o v e d  b y  a  l a n d m a r k  d e c i s i o n  b y  J u d g e  

J a m e s  M. F i t z g e r a l d ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  J u d g e  f o r  A l a s k a  in t h e  T i m o t h y  

S t e e l e  c a s e  in F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a & k a .  T h i s  is the c a s e  w h e r e  a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  in 

F a i r b a n k s  u s e d  a d i l a t i n g  d r o p  a n d  n o t e d  an a b n o r m a l i t y  a n d  d i d  n o t  r e f e r  the 

c h i l d  to a m e d i c a l  d o c t o r . T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is a d i r e c t  a n d  f u l l  q u o t e  o f  the 

J u d g e ' s  c o n c l u s i o n :

"I c o n c l u d e  t hat c o m p e t e n t  o p t o m e t r i c  p r a c t i c e  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  

T i m o t h y ' s  p a r e n t s  b e  n o t i f i e d  a nd  tha t the c h i l d  b e  r e f e r r e d .

T h e  f a i l u r e  to i n f o r m  a n d  r e f e r  w a s  n o t  a ' j u d g m e n t  c a l l '  b u t  

a v i o l a t i o n  of th e  g o v e r n i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s t a n d a r d s .

O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  t r a i n e d  to r e c o g n i z e  s y m p t o m s  of m a n y  d i s e a s e s  

w h i c h  m a y  b e  d i s c o v e r e d  b y  e y e  e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e y  a r e  n o t  p e r­

m i t t e d  u n d e r  r e c o g n i z e d  o p t o m e t r i c  s t a n d a r d s  to u n d e r t a k e  a 

d e f i n i t e  d i a g n o s i s  b u t  r e c o g n i z e  thi s  as t h e  r e s p o n s e o i l i t y  of 

a m e d i c a l  d o c t o r .  O b v i o u s l y ,  it is f o r e s e e a b l e  that f a i l u r e  

to r e f e r  to a q u a l i f i e d  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  w h e n  r e q u i r e d  to 

do so, w i l l  r e s u l t  in d e l a y  of d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of 

t r e a t m e n t ;  so it p r o v e d  to be in T i m o t h y ' s  c ase. A t  t h e  tim e  

the r e f e r r a l  w a s  f i n a l l y  m a d e  to an  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ,  it w a s  too 

late. T i m e  h a d  run out, a n d  the o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  d o n e  

w a s  to r e m o v e  the eye.

I c o n c l u d e  that the p l a i n t i f f  is e n t i t l e d  to r e c o v e r  in t his a c t i o n  

from the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  for the l os s  of T i m o t h y ' s  r i g h t  eye.

D A T E D  at A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a ,  this 2 0 t h  d a y  o f  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 7 8 . "

ss: J a m e s  M. F i t z g e r a l d

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  J u d g e

If t h e s e  b i l l s  p a s s e d ,  the s t a t u t o r y  l a w  w o u l d  b e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  c o m m o n  l a w  

or c o u r t  d e c i s i o n s .  L e t  us e x a m i n e  the o p t o m e t r i s t ' s  c o n s t r u e d  d i l e m m a  a b i t  

c l o s e r .  In an a r t i c l e  " H o w  the G e n e r a l  P r a c t i t i o n e r  C a n  D e t e r m i n e  t h e  N e e d  for 

O p h t h a l m o l o g i c  R e f e r r a l " ,  it ha s b e e n  s h o w n  t hat the i n i t i a l  c l u e s  to eye  d i s e a s e  

a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  h i s t o r y ,  v i s u a l  a c u i t y  and e x t e r n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  b y  h a n d h e l d  

f l a s h l i g h t .  O n l y  .1% of e y e  d i s e a s e  is i n i t i a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  u s i n g  d i l a t i n g  

d r o p s.  See  T a b l e  A.



In sum, to b o t h  the c o n s c i e n t i o u s  p h y s i c i a n  a n d  the c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o p t o m e t r i s t  

the n e e d  fo r  r e f e r r a l  of a p a t i e n t  to an  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  is u s u a l l y  o b v i o u s  

t h r o u g h  the a p p l i c a t i o n  of hi s t o r y ,  v i s u a l  acui t y , a n d  e x t e r n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  

b y  h a n d - h e l d  flashlight., and d oes n o t  r e q u i r e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  i n s t r u m e n t s .

M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  do n o t  d i l a t e  the pupil. R o u t i n e  t o n o m e t r y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

e s t a b l i s h e d  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  v i e w i n g  the fu n d u s  o c u l i  t h r o u g h  t h e  u n d i l a t e d  p u p i l  

a r e  th e  a d d i t i o n a l  n e e d e d  m e t h o d s .  T h e  u s e of m y d r i a t i c  d r u g s  to d i l a t e  t h e  

p u p i l  r i s k s  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  a c u t e  n a r r o w  a n g l e  g l a u c o m a  b y  a 9 : 1  r a t i o  o v e r  

u n c o v e r i n g  a n y  h i d d e n  d i s e a s e  p r ocess. T h u s  it is o b v d i o u s  t hat t h e r e  is no 

d i l e m m a  a t  all. T h i s  d i l e m m a  w a s  c o n s t r u e d  b y  the o p t o m e t r i s t  for l e g i l a t i v e  

p u r p o s e s .

By n o w  y o u  h a v e  h e a r d  f r o m  the o p t o m e t r i s t s  that t h e re  is a n o t h e r  la w  s u i t  

filed a g a i n s t  an A n c h o r a g e  o p t o m e t r i s t .  T h e y  a l s o  s t a t e  that if t h e y  c o u l d  

d i l a t e  t h e  p u p i l  to l o o k  in that the l a w  suit w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  filed. W e l l ,  

the o p t o m e t r i s t  d i l a t e d  T i m o t h y  S t e e l e ' s  p u p i l a n d  s t i l l  a l a w  suit w a s  f i l e d  

a n d  w a s  w o n  b y  T i m o t h y  Steele. T h e  f a l a c y  of this s t a t e m e n t  b y  the o p t o m e t r i s t s  

is clea;: in l i g h t  of J u d g e  F i t z g e r a l d s  d e c i s i o n  and the a r t i c l e  o n  w h a t  p e o p l e  

n e e d  o p h t h a l m o l o g i c  ref e r r a l.

T h e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  is a m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  w h o  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  a 3-5 y e a r  r e s i d e n c y  

p r o g r a m  a f t e r  on e  y e a r  i n t e r n s h i p  p r e c e e d e d  b y  4 y e a r s  of c o l l e g e  a nd  4 y e a r s  

of m e d i c a l  scho o l .  H e  is t r a i ne d  in the d i a g n o s i s  and t r e a t m e n t  of o c u l a r  

d y s f u n c t i o n  a n d  d i s e a s e  and in the u s e  of all t e c h n i q u e s  or t r e a t m e n t  i n c l u d i n g  

drugs, s u r g e r y ,  l a s e r  p h o t o c o a g u l a t i o n ,  r a d i a t i o n ,  etc. B e c a u s e  h e  h a s  b e e n  

t r a i n e d  as a g e n e r a l  p h y s i c i a n  first, h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  of the ey e is b r o a d e r  t ha n  

the o p t o m e t r i s t .  H e  v i e w s  the eye a n d  its d i s e a s e s  w i t h i n  th e  c o n t e x t  o f  the 

w h o l e  b o d y  p h y s i o l o g y  an d  p a th o l o g y .  F u r ther, r e f r a c t i o n  to the o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  

is v i e w e d  as o n l y  o n e  n e c e s s a r y  s tep in a d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i a g n o s i s  of the p a t i e n t ' s  

c o m p l a i n t .  T a b l e  1 d e m o n s t r a t e s  the o v e r a l l  e d u c a t i o n  an d  n u m b e r s  of o p t o m e t r i s t s  

an d  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s . F r o m  T a b l e  1 it is.- e v i d e n t  that the o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  h a v e  

m u c h  m o r e  t r a i n i n g  in p h a r m a c o l o g y  a n d  p a t h o l o g y  tha n  the o p t o m e t r i s t s .  S t i l l  

the optometrist.' c o n t i n u e  to c o m p a r e  t h e ir  c u r r i c u l u m  h o u r s  to d e n t a l  s c h o o l  

hours. T h e y  c o n t i n u e  to say that if the d e n t i s t s  c a n  u s e  m e d i c a t i o n s ,  w h y  c a n ' t  

we. T h i s  is l i k e  c o m p a r i n g  a p p l e s  to oranges. T h e y  a r e  no t a s k i n g  to u s e  the 

d r u g s  d e n t i s t s  us e  or to d i a g n o s e  o r a l  p a t h o l og y .  T h e y  a r e  a s k i n g  to do w h a t  

the o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  does.



T h e r e f o r e ,  it is m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  to c o m p a r e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  c u r r i c u l u m  h o u r s  

to o p t o m e t r i c  c u r r i c u l u m  ho u r s.  ( P l e a s e  r e a d  Ref.//43, w h i c h  e x p l a i n s  t h i s  p o i n t  

in d e t a i l  for t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a . )  It is i m m e d i a t e l y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  the o p h t h a l­

m o l o g i s t  h a s  m a n y  m o r e  h o u r s  of c l a s s r o o m  o r  b o o k  l e a r n i n g  a n d  m a n y  m o r e  y e a r s  of 

c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  a l s o  t a k e  c o u r s e s ,  

b u t  w h e r e  do t h e y  g e t  t h e  y e a r s  o f  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  p u t t i n g  d r u g s  i n t o  the 

e y e s  of p a t i e n t s  u n d e r  c l o s e  s u p e r v i s i o n  „ f  the c l i n i c a l  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s o r s  w h o  

a r e  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  s i m p l y  do n o t  get t h i s  t y p e  of t r a i n i n g .  B o o k  

l e a r n i n g  is o n e  thing, b u t  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  is m o s t  i m p o r t a n t .

T a b l e  2^ g i v e s  a c o m p a r i s o n  of c o n s u m e r  s e r v i c e s  o f f e r e d  b y  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  a n d  

o p t o m e t r i s t s .  It is q u i t e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  is c o n s i d e r a b l e  o v e r l a p .  T h i s  is 

m o s t  a p p a r e n t  w i t h  r e s p e : t  to r e f r a c t i o n s .  T h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  o b v i o u s l y  c a n  do s o m e  

of the t h i n g s  t h e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  ca n do; the o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  c a n  d o  a l l  of the 

t h i n g s  the o p t o m e t r i s t  c a n  do, h a s  the e d u c a t i o n  to b e t t e r  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  d a t a  

a c q u i r e d ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  m e d i c a l / s u r g i c a l  t r e a t m e n t .  T h e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  is t r a i n e d  

to p r o v i d e  c o m p l e t e  e y e  c a r e  and to e v a l u a t e  o c u l a r  d y s f u n c t i o n  in t h e  c o n t e x t  of 

t o t a l b o d y  p h y s i o l o g y  an d  p a t h o l o g y .  T h e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  is a c o m p l e t e  e y e  c a r e  

p r o v i d e r .  A l t h o u g h  th e  o v e r l a p  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  is g r e a t e s t  fo r  r e f r a c­

tions, this is a s o u r c e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n s u m e r  s p e n d i n g  in b o t h  p r o f e s s i o n s .

E C O N O M I C S  (AND P R A C T I C E ) ?

T a b l e  3^ s h o w s  t he  s u b s t a n t i a l  n u m b e r  o f  p u b l i c  d o l l a r s  w h i c h  a r e  e x p e n d e d  for 

e y e  care. A  t o t a l  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 4 , 1 3 5  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  w e r e  s p e n t  i n  1 9 7 5  

for v i s i o n  c a r e  s er v i c e s . *’ The n a t i o n a l  c o n s u m e r  s p e n d i n g  for o p h t h a l m i c  s u r g e r y  

is n o t  l i s te d .  T h i s  w o u l d  m a k e  the to t a l  o p h t h a l m o l o g i c  d o l l a r  s p e n t  o n  e y e  c a r e  

far g r e a t e r  t h a n  th e  o p t o m e t r i c  d o l l a r .  If o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  a l l o w e d  to e x p a n d  

the s c o p e  o f  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  t h r o u g h  th e  u s e  of d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s ,  t h e  p r i c e  of the 

b a s i c  ey e  e x a m i n a t i o n  w o u l d  u n d o u b t e d l y  rise. P r o p o s e d  n a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  

l e g i s l a t i o n  c a n  be e x p e c t e d  to i m p a c t  h e a v i l y  u p o n  t h e s e  f i g u r e s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  

if the K e n n e d y - M i l l s  N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e  p r o p o s a l  w e r e  to i n c l u d e  c o v e r a g e  

of s i g h t  c o r r e c t i o n  s e r v i c e s ,  t otal s p e n d i n g  fo r  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  w o u l d  r i s e  by 21 %  

c r  $ 8 6 6  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  p e r  year. It is o b v i o u s  th a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

e f f o r t  by o p t o m e t r i s t s  to e n s u r e  t h e i r  f u l l e s t  p o s s i b l e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  this 

p r o g r a m .  T h e  e c o n o m i c  s t a k e s  are v e r y  h i g h . ^  T h i s  m a k e s  it v e r y  c l e a r  w h y  

o p t o m e t r y  h a s  pu t  o n  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  n a t i o n a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  p u s h  to l e g i s l a t e  t h e m­

s e l v e s  i n t o  a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  to c o m p e t e  for this  c o n s u m e r  d o l l a r .  E v e n  t h o u g h



the o p t o m e t r i s t s  in the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  s u g g e s t  th a t  this is n o t  a " m o n e y  b i l l " - -  

it is. It is m e r e l y  th e  f irst s t e p  t o w a r d  the n a t i o n a l  o p t o m e t r i c  g o a l  to 

a t t e m p t  to b e c o m e  p r i m a r y  e y e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s .

T h i s  i m a g e  c h a n g e  is b e i n g  sol d to t h e  pu. li e  b y  a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  n a t i o n a l  

a d v e r t i s i n g  c o m p a i g n .  T h i s  m u l t i - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  c a m p a i g n  is f u n d e d  b y  the 

n a t i o n a l  o p t o m e t r i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h r o u g h  d u e s  a n d  s p e c i a l  a s s e s s m e n t s .  T h e y  a r e  

t r y i n g  to s e l l  t h e m s e l v e s  as " y o u r  f a m i l y  d o c t o r  of o p t o m e t r y . . . the o n e  to s e e  

an d  k e e p  s e e i n g " .  C a l l i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  f a m i l y  d o c t o r s  in t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  th e  o p h t h a l­

m o l o g i s t s  is m i s l e a d i n g  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s  as a r e  th e  f a m i l y  p r a c­

t i t i o n e r  o r  f a m i l y  d o c t o r .  T h e s e  a d d s  a r e  o c c u r r i n g  o n  n a t i o n a l  T . V . , r a d i o  a n d  

m a g a z i n e ;  s u c h  as, T h e  L a d i e s  H o m e  J o u r n a l ,  B e t t e r  H o m e s  a n d  G a r d e n s ,  ate. A d d s  

t hat s h o w  s t e t h o s c o p e s  h a n g i n g  a r o u n d  the n e c k  o f  th e  o p t o m e t r i s t  is a l s o  m i s l e a d­

ing, as t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  a s s o c i a t e s  the m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  w i t h  th e  s t e t h o s c o p e .

O n e  a r t i c l e  in the A n c h o r a g e  T i m e s  e v e n  r e f e r r e d  to a g r o u p  of o p t o m e t r i s t s  as 

p h y s i c i a n s  and the w o r d  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  w a s  used. (See s u p p o r t i n g  d o c u m e n t s )

W e  s h o u l d  e x p e c t  t h a t  in the f u t u r e  the A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t s  w i l l  f o l l o w  the a t t e m p t  

of o t h e r  s t a t e  o p t o m e t r i c  a s s o c i a t i o n s  to n e x t  try for the p r i v i l e d g e  to u s e  these 

s a m e  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s  as t h e r a p e u t i c  a g e n t s .  A n  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  i n  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  

to l e g i s l a t e  the p r i v i l a g e  of e y e  s u r g e r y ,  b u t  this  w a s  d e f e a t e d .

T h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  c l a i m e d  at t h e i r  b i l l  h e a r i n g s  in the l o w e r  4 8  t h a t  the y 

s e e  70% of the e y e  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  a r e  the p o i n t  of f i r s t  e n t r y  i nto the 

e y e  c a r e  syst e m .  L o o k i n g  f i r s t  at the s o u r c e  of this c l a i m  a n d  n a t i o n a l  s t at i s t i c s , , 

the f a l l a c y  of this c l a i m  is d e m o n s t r a t e d .  T h e y  h a v e  e r r o n e o u s l y  a s s u m e d  that the 

a v e r a g e  n u m b e r  of ey e  c o n s u m e r s  s e e n  b y  e a c h  p r a c t i t i o n e r  is the same. T h u s  the 

s o u r c e  of the  f a l l a c y :  that s i n c e  th e y  c o m p o s e  70% o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  w o r k  f o r c e

they s e e 70 %  of the e y e  consu m e r s.

g
T a b l e  1 i n d i c a t e d  the t o t a l  n u m b e r  of p r a c t i t i o n e r s  in e a c h  gr o u p .  T h e  m e d i a n  

n u m b e r  of p a t i e n t s  s e e n  p e r  w e e k  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s  w a s  43.2; the m e d i a n  s e e n  b y  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  w a s  102.9. T h e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  see s  m o r e  tha n  t w i c e  as m a n y  

p a t i e n t s  as the o p t o m e t r i s t  w h i l e  he  c o m p r i s e s  o n l y  30% of the w o r k  for.ee. It is 

t h e r e f o r e ,  c l e a r  that the o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  c are fo r  h a l f  the p a t i e n t s ,  w h i l e  the 

o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  c o m p r i s i n g  70% of the n a t i o n a l  w o r k  force, c a r e  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  half.

T h e  s t a t i s t i c s  in A l a s k a  s h o w  t hat t h e r e  is a t o t a l  of 40 o p t o m e t r i s t s 1® and 25 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s 1®. T h u s  the o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  m a k e  up 39% of the s t a t e  w o r k  f o r c e



• p e o p l e  i n  a l l  s e c t i o n ' s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  i n  m a n y  s m a l l  c o m m u n ­

i t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  i t i n e r a n t  p r o g r a m .

I n  t h e  s t a t e s  w h e r e  o p t o m e t r i c  d r u g  l a w s  a r e  i n  e f f e c t ,  o p t o m ­

e t r i s t s  w h o  w h i c h  t o  u s e  d r u g s  m u c h  t a k e  s h o r t  s l i d e  a n d  l e c t u r e  

c o u r s e s  o n  p h a r m a c o l o g y .  T h i s  h a s  o r  w i l l  c r e a t e  t w o  c l a s s e s  

o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  w h i c h  c a n  o n l y - l e a d  t o  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n s u m e r  

c o n f u s i o n  a b o u t  a p r o f e s s i o n  a l r e a d y  s h r o u d e d  i n  c o n f u s i o n .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  u s e  o f  d r u g s  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s  c o u l d  f a l s e l y  l e a d  

p a t i e n t s  t o  b e l i e - ’e d i a g n o s t i c  e x p e r t i s e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  

o p t o m e t r i s t s .

I t  i s  m i s l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  c o n s u m e r  a n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  i m p l y  t h a t  

a n y  d r u g  i s  p u r e l y  d i a g n o s t i c .  E a c h  o f  t h e  c l a s s e s  o f  d r u g s  

a s k e d  f o r  b y  o p t o m e t r y  h a v e  t h e r a p e u t i c  u s e s .  W i l l  t h e  o p t o ­

m e t r i s t s  r e s i s t  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  u s e  t h e s e  d r u g s  t o  t r e a t  

c o n d i t i o n s  b e y o n d  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l ?

I t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  b y  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  u s e  

d i l a t i n g  e y e  d r o p s  a l s o  i n  t h e  t h e i r  b u s h  c l i n i c s  w h e n  t h e y  s e e  

A l a s k a  n a t i v e s .  A  u n i q u e  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  n a t i v e  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  i n c i d e n c e  o f  a n g l e  c l o s u r e  g l a u c o m a  

i s  1 i n  1 , 8 0 0 ,  n o t  1 i n  2 0 , 0 0 0  a s  i n  c a u c a s i o n s .  T o  a l l o w  t h e  

o p t o m e t r i s t  t o  u s e  t h e s e  d i l a t i n g  e y e  d r o p s  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  

m a n y  m o r e  c a s e s  o f  a c u t e  a n g l e  c l o s u r e  g l a u c o m a ,  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  

a r e  n o t  t r a i n e d  t o  t r e a t ,  a n d  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  q u i c k  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  

t r e a t m e n t  t o  p r e v e n t  b l i n d n e s s .  S o m e t i m e s  a n g l e  c l o s u r e  g l a u c o m a  

r e q u i r e s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  i n t r a v e n o u s  D i a m o x ,  M a n i t o l  o r  u r e a .  

T h i s  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  f u r t h e r  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  d o l l a r s .

I I I .  L E G I S L A T I V E  D U T Y  F O R  T H E  E Y E  C A R E  C O N S U M E R :

A s  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f  a n  o c c u p a t i o n  w h i c h  d e a l s  viith t h e  i n t e g r i t y

o f  e y e s i g h t ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n

1 2
L e g i s l a t o r s  a s  m e m b e r s  o f  a " l e a r n e d  p r o f e s s i o n " .  P r o f e s s i o n a l s  

w h o  d e l i v e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  m a y  b e  r e g u l a t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  v i a  i t s



a n d  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  6 1 % .  A p p l y i n g  t h e  s a m e  n a t i o n a l  r a t i o  o f  e y e  

c o n s u m e r s  s e e n  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a n d  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s ,  i t  is  e v i d e n t  

t h a t  t h e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  s e e  5 6 %  o f  t h e  e y e  c a r e  c o n s u m e r ,  b u t  

m a k e s  u p  3 9 %  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w o r k  f o r c e  . T h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  r a t i o  

o f  t w o  t o  o n e  w a s  c h e c k e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  b y  c o m p a r i n g  

t h e  h u m b e r  o f  e y e  c o n s u m e r s  s e e n  b y  t h e  m o s t  a c t i v e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  

i n  t o w n  - 4 0 - 5 0  e y e  c o n s u m e r s ,  a s  c o m p a r e d  to t h e  m o s t  a c t i v e  o p t o m ­

e t r i s t s  i n  t o w n  - 2 0 - 2 5  e y e  c o n s u m e r s  s e e n  i n  o n e  d a y .  T h e  a v e r a g e  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  i n  A n c h o r a g e  s e e s  3 0  p e o p l e  p e r  d a y .  T h e  a v e r a g e  

o p t o m e t r i s t  s e e s  1 5  p e o p l e  p e r  d a y .  T h e s e  f i g u r e s  w o u l d  s e e m  to 

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  a r e  a s m a l l e r  g r o u p  t h a n  

o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  t h e  p u b l i c  w i l l  s e e k  o u t  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  g i v e n  a f r e e  

m a r k e t  c h o i c e .  O n  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  e y e  c o n s u m e r  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a  h a s  r e a d y  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i c  e y e  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s .

S o m e  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  l o w e r  4 8  a r e  m a i n l y  r u r a l  a n d  o p h t h a l m o l o ­

g i s t s  a r e  c o n g r e g a t e d  i n  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  a n d  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  

a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  o v e r  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  H o w e v e r ,  m u c h  o f  A l a s k a  i s  

" b u s h  c o u n t r y " ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  a n d  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  

b o t h  c o n g r e g a t e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a  a n d  t h e  

s o u t h e a s t .  T h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t w o  a r e a s  ( K o d i a k  a n d  B e t h e l )  t h a t  h a v e  

a f u l l  t i m e  o p t o m e t r i s t  a n d  n o  f u l l  t i m e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ,  T a b l e - M a p  5 , 6  

H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s  i n  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  

" m e d i c a l  k n o w  h o w "  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  a i r p o r t s  f o r  e v a c u a t i o n  i n  t h e  c a s e  

o f  e y e  e m e r g e n c i e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  K o d i a k  a n d  B e t h e l  a r e  v i s i t e d  o n  a 

r e g u l a r  b a s i s  b y  i t i n e r a n t  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s .  I n  f a c t ,  mos'; a r e a s  i n ,  

A l a s k a  a r e  s e r v e d  b y  i t i n e r a n t  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  b o t h  b y  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  

S e r v i c e  a n d  b y  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c i n g  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s ,  T a b l e - M a p * * .  I n  

t h e  1 4  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w h e r e  a s i m i l a r  b i l l  w a s  p a s s e d ,  t h e s e  s t a t e s  

w e r e  m a i n l y  r u r a l  w i t h  a m a l d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s .  I n  

t h e s e  s t a t e s ,  t h i s  w a s  t h e  m a i n  r e a s o n  f o r  p a s s i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  a r g u m e n t  f o r  p a s s i n g  H o u s e  B i l l  7 4  o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  7 5  

d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  to t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s .  

T h u s ,  t h e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  o f  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  a r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  to



p o l i c e  p o w e r s  t o  o v e r s e e  t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  i n v o l v e d

1 3
w i t h  h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  w e l f a r e . - T h e  h e a l i n g  a r t s  p a r t i ­

c u l a r l y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  r e g u l a t o r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h

s p e c i f i e s  s t r i c t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  p r a c t i v e  o f  s u c h  p r c f e s -  

1 4
s i o n s .  T h e  i n t e n t  o f  s u c h  r e s t r i c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  a v o w a d l y  

t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  a g a i n s t  i n j u r i e s  i t  m a y  s u f f e r  f r o m  

t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  s u c h  b u s i n e s s  o r  c a l l i n g . T h e  s t a t e  m a y  r e a s o n ­

a b l y  i m p o s e  a n y  c o n d i t i o n  p r e c e d e n t  t o  t h e  g r a n t  o f  i t s  c o n s e n t  

t o  p r a c t i v e  a h e a l i n g  a r t ,  w h i c h  h a s  a r e a l  a n d  r a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n  

t o  t h a t  o b j e c t i v e .

T h e  u s u a l  m e a n s  t a k e n  b y  t h e  s t a t e  i n  a p p l y i n g  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  

a s  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  h a s  b e e n  b y  i m p o s i n g  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

a n d  b y  c a r e f u l l y  d e f i n i n g  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o f e s s i o n s  i n v o l v e d . ^  

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t h i s  p o w e r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  h a v e  b e e n  

u n i v e r s a l l y  d e f e a t e d  w h e n  t h a t  p o w e r  h a s  b e e n  r e a s o n a b l y  

e x e r c i s e d . ^

L i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  u s u a l l y  s p e c i f y  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  o f  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e  f o r  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  c o v e r e d  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  

t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  g i v e s  b r o a d  a r e a s  o f  p r a c t i c e  

w h i c h  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  s e e k i n g  

l i c e n s u r e .  A d d i t i o n a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  u p o n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  c a n  b e  

f o u n d  i n  s t a t e  s t a t u t e s  w h i c h  d e f i n e  u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  u n e t h i c a l  

c o n d u c t . ^

T h e  a b o v e  s t a t e  p o w e r s  a r e  b r o a d  a n d  g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  s c o p e ,

a n d  f r e e d o m  o f  p r a c t i c e  b y  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r .  A l t h o u g h

t h e  r i g h t  t o  f o l l o w  a p r o f e s s i o n  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a v a l u a b l e

2 0
p r o p e r t y  r i g h t  w h i c h  i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p r o t e c t e d ,  s u c h  a r i g h t

Ls n o t  a b s o l u t e ;  t h e r e  i s  n o  n a t u r a l  o r  v e s t e d  r i g h t  t o  p r a c t i v e

w i t h i n  t h e  h e a l i n g  p r o f e s s i o n s .  A n y  s u c h  r i g h t  i s  a  c o n d i t i o n a l  

2 1
u s e .

T h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s u c h  n g u l a t i o n s  l i e s  i n  a p e r c e i v e d  r i g h t

a n d  d u t y  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e

2 2
f r o m  i n c o m p e t a n t s  a n d  f r a u d u l e n t  h e a l t h  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .  T h e  

W a s h i n g t o n  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  v e s t s  e x c l u s i v e  a u t h o r i t y  

i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o :



" . . . r e g u l a t e  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e  a n d  s u r g e r y  a n d  t h e
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s a l e  o f  d r u g s  a n d  m e d i c i n e s . "

F r o m  t h i s ,  c o u r t s  h a v e  c o n s t r u e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  r e g u l a t e ,

b y  m e a n s  o f  s e p a r a t e  s t a t u t o r y  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a l l  o f  t h e

v a r i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n s  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n s  e n g a g e d  i n  h e a l t h  c a r e  d e l i v e r y

T h i s  i n c l u d e s  m a n y  p r o f e s s i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  o b v i o u s l y  i n c l u d e d  i n

24
. . . t h e  p r a c t i v e  o f  m e d i c i n e . . . "  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  t h e

p o w e r  t o  d e f i n e  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  p r a c t i v e  o f  a n y  p r o f e s s i o n

a n d  m a y  t h e n  c o n f i n e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f  v a r i o u s  h e a l t h  d i s c i p l i n e s

t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s y s t e m  o f  p r a c t i v e  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  

2 e,
e d u c a t e d .

T h i s ,i s  a l o g i c a l  s t a n c e  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to t a k e .  I f  t h e

2 6
l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  a n  a v o w e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c ,  i t  

m u s t  m a k e  s o m e  a t t e m p t  a t  d e f i n i n g  t h e  s c o p e  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  p r a c ­

t i c e  w h i c h  e a c h  c l a s s  m a y  s a f e l y  e m p l o y  a n d  t o  l i c e n s e  t h o s e  w i t h i n  

e a c h  c l a s s  t o  p r a c t i c e  u p o n  t h e  p u b l i c  o n l y  t h o s e  s k i l l s  f o r  w h i c h  

t h e y  h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  c o m p e t e n t  t r a i n i n g .  T h a u  i n c l u d e s  c o u r s e s ,  

t e s t i n g  a n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  a l l ,  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  u n d e r  s u p e r ­

v i s i o n .  T h i s  i s  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  i n  e n a c t i n g  l i c e n s i n g  
•> 7

s t a t u t e s .  T h i s  r e a s o n i n g  i s  f o l l o w e d  w i t h  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  c a s e s

2 8
i n v o l v i n g  a l m o s t  e ^ e r y  v i e w p o i n t  a n d  a s p e c t  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e . "

G r e a t  l a t i t u t d e  i s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  c o u r t s  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n

d e f i n i n g  i t s  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  g o a l s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  g o a l  i s  u n i v e r s a l l y

s t a t e d  t o  b e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  H e a l t h  l e g i s l a t i o n

is n o t  p a s s e d  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  p e r s o n a l  e n d s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  t o

e n h a n c e  t h e  s t a t u s  o r  p r e s t i g e  o f  a n y  g i v e n  c l a s s  o f  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  e n a c t  s u c h  r e g u l a t o r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  a s

i t  m a y  c o n s i d e r  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a r a t i o n a l  b a s i s  u p o n

30
w h i c h  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  r e s t s .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  

i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  m e a n i n g  a n y t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  t h a t  s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n  

m u s t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  r a t i o n a l l y  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  

t h e  s t a t e d  1 s g i s l a t i v e  g o a l  a n d  to b e  r e a s o n a b l y  r a t i o n a l  i n  t h e  

m e a n s  w h i c h  it  s e e k s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h a t  g o a l .



i s  m a d e  w i t h  ' w h o l e  b o d y '  d i s e a s e / f u n c t i o n .  T h e  e y e  i s  s t u d i e d  

i n  i s o l a t i o n  a s  a n  o p t i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t .  T o  u s e  a n  a n a l o g y ,  a n  

o p e r a t i n g  r o o m . n u r s e  c o u l d  t e a c h  a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  a b o u t  e y e  s u r g e r y ,  

j u s t  a s  a p h a r m a  c o l o g i s t  P h . D .  c a n  t e a c h  a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  a b o u t  

p h a r m a c o l o g y .  H o w e v e r ,  n o  o n e  w o u l d  w a n t  a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  t o  p e r ­

f o r m  s u r g e r y  w i t h  a n  e d u c a t i o n  b a s e d  o n l y  o n  l e c t u r e s  a n d  t h e o r ­

e t i c a l  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t .  T h e  p r e s c r i b i n g  a n d  u s i n g  

o f  d r u g s ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  s u r g e r y ,  m u s t  b e  f o u n d e d  

o n  a b r o a d - b a s e d  c u r r i c u l u m  i n v o l v i n g  m a n y  h o u r s  o f  s u p e r v i s e d  

c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  u s i n g  d r u g s .  T o  a l l o w  a n y  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r  

t o  p r a c t i c e  w i t h -  o n l y  l i m i t e d  c l a s s r o o m  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  t e s t i n g  

v i o l a t e s  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  d u t y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  f r o m  r i s k  o f  

i n c o m p e t e n c y  f r o m  l a c k  o f  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e . ' ^

A.s a s e c o n d  s t e p ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c a n  r e q u i r e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  

f o r  t h o s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  w h o  h a v e  a l r e a d y  c o m p l e t e d  b r o a d  f o r m a l  

t r a i n i n g  u p o n  w h i c h  a d d i t i o n a l ,  u p - d a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  m a y  b e  r a t i o n ­

a l l y  c o r r e l a t e d .  T h i s  t y p e  o f  p o s t - g r a d u a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n  a l w a y s  

p r e s e u m e s  i n - d e p t h  b a c k g r o u n d  k n o w l e d g e .  I t  i s  u s e d  t o  p r e s e n t  

n e w l y  a l t e r e d  c l i n i c a l  c o n c e p t s  o r  a d d i t i o n a l  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  

( e . g . ,  u s i n g  o p e r a t i n g  m i c r o s c o p e s ,  i n t r a o c u l a r  l ens i m p l a n t s ,  v i t r e c t o m i e s ,  etc) 

f o r  t h o s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  w i t h  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a l l o w  

t h e m  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  o r  p i t f a l l s ,  t o  s e e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  

o r  c l e a r  d i s a d v a n t a g e s ,  t o  c o m p r e h e n d  t h e  c l i n i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  o r  

d a n g e r s  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  t h e  c o u r s e  is p r e s e n t i n g .  C r a s h  

c o u r s e s  w h i c h  i n v o l v e  t o t a l l y  n e w  m a t e r i a l ,  p r e s e n t e d  t o  p r a c t i t i o n ­

e r s  w i t h o u t  t h a t  c l i n i c a l  j u d g e m e n t  o r  e x p e r i e n c e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

a c t u a l l y  g r a s p  t h e  r e a l  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  d a t a  p r e s e n t e d ,  l o t  a l o n e  t h e  

n u a n c e s ,  c a n  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  c r e a t e  c l i n i c i a n s  w h o  w i l l  t e s t  t h e i r  

n e w l y  a c q u i r e d  k n o w l e g e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s p h e r e .  T h e  h a z a r d s  o f  s u c h  

a n  a p p r a o c h  a r e  o b v i o u s .  A g a i n ,  s u c h  a n  a p p r o a c h  d o e s  n o t  s a t i s f y  

t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  d u t y  t o  r e d u c e  p u b l i c  r i s k .

I m u s t  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  t o  a l l o w  g r a d u a t e s  o f  o p t o m e t r i c  

s c h o o l s ,  w h o  a r e  u n a r g u a b l y  w e l l - t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  l i m i t e d  s p h e r e  o f  

p r a c t i c e  w h i c h  o p t o m e t r y  h a s  e x e r c i s e d  t o  d a t e ,  t o  e x t e n d  t h e i r



a) G o a l  - in, n o t e d  ab o v e,  the f r e q u e n t l y  g i v e n  o b j e c t i v e  for r e g u l a t i o n  

of h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  is th e  p r o t e c t i o n  of th e  p u b l i c  f r o m  i n c o m­

pet e n t  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .

T h i s  goal is s t a t e d  to e x i s t  e v e n  if it d e p r i v e s  a c i t i z e n  of a r i g h t  

h e  o t h e r w i s e  m i g h t  e n j o y  in the p u r s u i t  of h i s  p r o f e s s l o a . ^2

T h i s  r e a s o n i n g  l e a d s to the c o n c l u s i o n  that t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  the 

d u t y  to e n s u r e  tha t its a c t s  and s t a t u t e s  do n o t  tend to i n c r e a s e  

p u b l i c  e x p o s u r e  to h e a l t h  risk. T h e  s t a t e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  g o a l  is 

i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  p r o t e c t i o n , not i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  r isk. N o w h e r e  d o e s  

c a s e  l a w  s t a t e  that p u b l i c  p r o t e c t i o n  w i l l  b e  q u a l i f i e d  - i.e., that 

th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m a y  i n c r e a s e  the r i s k  "a l i t t l e  b i t " ,  b u t  n o t  "a lot".

No s u c h  s l i p p e r y  s u b j e c t i v e  t e r ms  appe a r .  T h e  i n t e n t  is p r o t e c t i o n .

T h e  l a n g u a g e  is e x p l i c i t .

b) M e a n s  - T h e  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a t t e m p t s  to a r r i v e  at its

s t a t e d  goa l  m u s t  b e  r e a s o n a b l e  an d  r a t i o n a l . ^  T h e  m e a n s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n

u s e d  by a l l  s t a t e s  to r e g u l a t e  the p r o f e s s i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  n o t e d  above. T h e

st a t e s  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  to e n s u r e  the c o m p e t e n c y  of e a c h  p r a c t i t i o n e r  an d

then limit e a c h  to the a r e a  of p r a c t i c e  e m b r a c e d  w i t h i n  the t r a i n i n g  

w h i c h  that p r a c t i t i o n e r  has r e c e i v e d . ^5 if this m e a n s  a n y t h i n g ,  it

m u s t  m e a n  chat b e f o r e  the p r o v i d e r  is a l l o w e d  to a d m i n i s t e r  to an 

u n i n f o r m e d  public, (45% of t h e p u b l i c  d o e s  no t k n o w  the d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  an o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  an d an o p t o m e t r i s t ) ^  h e  m u s t  p r o v i d e  

e v i d e n c e  of t r a i n i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  to e n s u r e  the p u b l i c  fr o m  h e a l t h  c a r e  

w h i c h  is i n a d e q u a t e .  S u c h  i n a d e q u a c y  c a n  r a n g e  f r o m  i n n o c u o u s l y  i m p r o p e r  

d i a g n o s e s  w h i c h  a r e  n o n e t h e l e s s  e c o n o m i c a l l y  cost l y ,  to d i s a b l i n g  or 

f atal m i s t a k e s  in c l i n i c a l  j u d g e m e n t  - e i t h e r  d i a g n o s t i c  or the end r e s u l t  

of t h e r ap e u t i c s .

I n s o f a r  as it c a n  eve r  be s u r e  of the q u a l i t y  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  the

s t a t e  has two r e l a t e d  w a y s  to o v e r s e e  c l i n i c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e .

T h e  s t a t e  m a y  r e q u i r e  e v i d e n c e  of fo r m a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  w h i c h  ha s  as 

its f o u n d a t i o n  an d  p r i m a r y  goal, a s t r o n g  c o m m i t m e n t  to an u n d e r s t a n d i n g
•

and c l i n i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of those m e t h o d s ,  t e c h n i q u e s  an d  m a t e r i a l  to w h i c h  

the p u b l i c  w i l l  b e  e x p o s e d  and w h i c h  w i l l  p l a c e  it at risk. S u c h  t r a i n i n g  

m u s t  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  c o n v i n c e  the l e g i s l a t u r e  that w h i c h  it c e r t i f i e s  the 

p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  the l e g i s l a t i v e  d u t y  to p r e v e n t  r i s k  of p u b l i c  h a r m  h a s  b e e n  met.

U s i n g  the d a t a  p r e s e n t e d  in the f i r s t  p o r t i o n  of this r e s t i m o n y ,  it is

a p p a r e n t  that o p t o m e t r i c  t r a i n i n g  as it n o w  e x i s t s  in the S t a t e  of A l a s k a

is no t  d i r e c t e d  to w a rd  a b r o a d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of h u m a n  p a t h o l o g y / p h y s i o l o g y /
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p h a r m a c o l o g y  w i t h  s u p e r v i z e d  cx^"' -.l e x p e r i e n c e .  T r a i n i n g  is l i m i t e d  to 

a s u p e r f i c i a l ,  m o s t  t h e o r e t i c a l ,  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g  o c u l a r  

d y s f u n c t i o n  w i t n  i n a d e q u a t e  c l i n i c a l  s u p e r v i s e d  e x p e r i e n c e .  N o t  o n l y  do 

the d a t a  s h o w  that the i n s t r u c t i o n  g i v e n  the o p t o m e t r i c  s t u d e n t  is v e r y  

limited, but l i t t l e  o r  no i n t e g r a t i o n  of v i s u a l  d i s e a s e / f u n c t i o n



c l i n c i a l  p r a c t i c e  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  d r u g s  t o  t h e  e y e  

w o u l d  b e  a n  i r r a t i o n a l  a p p r o a c h  t o w a r d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  

h e a l t h .  ̂  I f  t h e  c u r r i c u l a  o f  o p t o m e t r i c  s c h o o l s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  h u m a n  a n a t o m y / p h a r m a c o l o g y / 

p h y s i o l o g y / p a t h o l o g y  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  o p t o m e t r i c  g r a d u a t e  w i t h  a n  

a d e q u a t e  b a s i s  f o r  m a k i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  c l i n i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  o f  

d i a g n o s i s ,  t h e n  s u c h  a l e g i s l a t i v e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  c l i n i c a l  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  

a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w o u l d  b e  r e a s o n a b l e .  C r a s h  c o u r s e s  a r e  n o t  a n
*5 Q

a d e q u a t e  s u b s t i t u e  f o r  m a n y  h o u r s  o f  s u p e r v i s e d  ' ' l i n i c a l  e x p e r ­

i e n c e .  ^

I t  s h o u l d  b e  r e p e a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  

p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c ,  h a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a a d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  p l a c e d  

r i g i d  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  u p o n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a f f e c t  p u b l i c  

h e a l t h .  ^ 9  i t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  r e p e a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  p o w e r  t o  r e s t r i c t  

h e a l t h  c a r e  p r a c t i c e  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  p r o p e r  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  i t s  

e f f e c t  u p o n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h o s e  r e g u l a t e d . ^

I t  i s  d o u b t f u l l  t h a t  a n  i n f o r m e d  p u b l i c  w o u l d  v o l u n t a r i l y  a c c e p t  

a r o l e  a s  a n  o n - t h e - j o b  t r a i n i n g  c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e  m o d e l  s o  t h a t  

t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  c a n  g a i n  t h e  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  n e e d e d  t o  u s e  

d r u g s .  T h e  c o n s u m e r  p u b l i c  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  e x p e c t a t i o n s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  

a h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d  o f  k n o w l e d g e  b v  t h e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r  t h a n  

e v e r  b e f o r e .  T h e s e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  d i r e c t l y  f l o w  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  

i n c r e a s e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e y  e a c h ,  a s  i n d i v i d u a l  c o m p l e x  

b i o l o g i c  u n i t s ,  a r e  b i o c h e m i c a l l y  a f f e c t e d  i n  m a n i f o l d  w a y s  v i a  

t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  f o o d s  a n d  d r u g s .  A n y  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a n g e  w h i c h  

w o u l d  f r a n c h i s e  g r e a t e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  d r u g s  a n d  w h i c h  s i m u l t a n ­

e o u s l y  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  f i r m ,  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  a p r o f o u n d  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e  t o  b e  d e t e c t e d , i t s  - i n f e c t  o n  t h e  h u m a n  

b o d y ,  t h e  b i o c h e m i s t r y  o f  t h e  d r u g  t o  b e  u s e d ,  L g n o r e s  t h e  p u b l i c  

r i g h t  t o  b e  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  i n c o m p e t e n c y  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  r i g h t  t o  

m a k e  d e c i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  i t s  h e a l t h  c a r e .  T h e  p u b l i c  h a s  a r i g h t  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a n y  p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  p r e s u m i n g  t o  d i a g n o s i s  o c u l a r  

d i s e a s e  t h a t  u s u a l l y  h a v e  t o t a l  b o d y  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  i s  m a k i n g  

d i a g n o s t i c  d e c i s i o n s  b a s e d  u p o n  t r a i n i n g  w h i c h  c o m p r e h e n d s  a l l  o f  

t h e  a b o v e  p r i n c i p l e s .



A G E N C Y  A C T I O N  F O R  A S S U R R A N C E  O F  T H E  H I G H E S T  Q U A L I T Y  E Y E  

C A R E  F O R  T H E  C O N S U M E R .

T h e  p u b l i c  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  r e l y  u p o n  s t a t e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

o f  c o m p e t e n c y .  L e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  d e m a n d  e v i d e n c e  

o f  s u c h  c o m p e t e n c y  b e f o r e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f a i l s  i n  its d u t y  to 

p r o v i d e  p u b l i c  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  h e a l t h .

C u r r e n t l y ,  s t a t e s  h a v e  l i t t l e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  c a l i b r e  o f  

t r a i n i n g  w h i c h  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a c q u i r e  p r i o r  t o  l i c e n s u r e .  A n  

o p t o m e t r i s t  m a y  h a v e  t r a i n e d  i n  a n  o p t o m e t r i c  s c h o o l  u n a f f i l i a t e d  

w i t h  a n y  m e d i c a l  c e n t e r ,  h e  m a y  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  t h e  m i n i m a l  t r a i n i n g  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  g r a d u a t i o n ,  b u t  o n c e  h a v i n g  g r a d u a t e d ,  

h e  c a n  a p p l y  f o r  a n d  o b t a i n  a l i c e n s e  w i t h  e a s e . ^

T h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  O p t o m e t r y  c e r t i f i e s  t h e  c o m p e t e n c y  t o  u s e  d r u g s  

o f  t h o s e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  w h i c h  i t  a p p r o v e s  f o r  l i c e n s i n g . ^ 2  >jw o  p r o b l e m s  

a r e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a p p a r e n t :

1) T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  O p t o m e t r y  h a v e  l i t t l e  p e r s o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  o c u l a r  p h a r m a c o l o g y ,  o c u l a r  p a t h o l o g y ,  a n d  

d i a g n o s i s .  T h e y  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  g r a d u a t e  o f  o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l s  

w h i c h  h a v e  o f f e r e d  l i m i t e d  t r a i n i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  

t o o k  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  w h e n  l i t t l e  t i m e  w a s  d e v o t e d  t o  c o u r s e  w o r k  

i n  p h a r m a c o l o g y ,  a n d  n o w  h a v e  l i t t l e  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  d r u g s .

I t  is d i f f i c u l t  to s e e  h o w  s u c h  a B o a r d  c a n  a d e q u a t e l y  e v a l u a t e  

s u c h  c l i n i c a l  a b i l i t y  i n  o p t o m e t r i c  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e ,  

n o t  is i t  c l e a r  h o w  s u c h  a B o a r d  c a n  c o n s t r u c t  a n y  ' r e f r e s h e r 1 

c o u r s e  t h a t  w o u l d  a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  f o r  h i s  

b r o a d e n e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  W h a t  i s  u s u a l l y  u s e d  i s  a ' c a n n e d '  

c o u r s e ,  p r e p a r e d  e l s e w h e r e .

2) T h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  B o a r d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  m a n d a t e  t o  p r o t e c t  

t h e  p u b l i c  f r o m  t h o s e  f e w  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  w o u l d  u s e  t h e s e  

d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s  a l s o  a s  t h e r a p u t i c  d r u g s  w o u l d  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  

i n  a f r u s t r a t e d  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  B o a r d  c a n  d o  n o t h i n g  to p r e v e n t  

t h i s  a n d  t h e  f i n e . f o r  p r a c t i c i n g  m e d i c i n e  w i t h o u t  a m e d i c a l  

l i c e . i s e  i s  o n l y  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0 .



T h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  b y  t h e  O p t o m e t r i c  B o a r d  

w i l l  h r . c o n s i d e r e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  s o  l o n g  a s  i t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  

a n d  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e . ^  

L i c e n s i n g  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  b y  a B o a r d  i t s e l f  l a c k i n g  i n  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t o  e v a l u a t e  c l i n i c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  

a n d  k n o w l e d g e ,  i s  m a n i f e s t l y  u n r e a s o n a b l e .  T o  g r a n t  t h e  

r i g h t  t o  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u s e  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s  w h o  a r e  p o o r l y  

q u a l i f i e d  t o  d o  s o ,  i s  n o t  a r e a s o n a b l e ,  o r  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  

o r  a n e c e s s a r y  m e a n s  o f  1 p r o t e c t i n g ' t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .

T h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  o p t o m e t r y  i s  n o t  f o r  t h e  

b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  l i c e n s e e ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  i t s  o e o p l e . ^  

C e r t a i n l y ,  i f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e  a n d  s u r g e r y  i s  a p r o p e r -  

s u b j e c t  f o r  c a r e f u l  a n d  p r e c i s e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  s o  a l s o  s h o u l d  b e  

l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  c o n c e r n s  e y e  c a r e  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  p r o v i d e  it 

t o  t h e  p u b l i c . ^

C O N C L U S I O N

H a v i n g  l o o k e d  c r i t i c a l l y  a t  t h e  p a s t  t r e n d  t o w a r d  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  

o f  o p t o m e t r i c  s e r c i e s  i n t o  m e d i c a l  c a r e ,  a i d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  t r e n d  

o f  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  s t a t e s  d e f e a t i n g  t h i s  k i n d  o f  ’ i l l ,  i t  i s  p r o p e r  

t h a t  s o m e  s t a t e m e n t  b e  m a d e  r e g a r d i n g  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  r o l e  f o r  t h i s  

v i s i o n  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l .

I f  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  w i l l  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  d i a g n o s e  e y e  d i s e a s e ,  

t h e n  o n e  o f  t w o  e v e n t s  m u s t  o c c u r :

1) o p t o m e t r i c  t r a i n i n g  m u s t  b e  u p g r a d e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e n o u g h

to  p r o v i d e  h i m  w i t h  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s a t i s f y  

a p p r o p r i a t e  p u b l i c  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  h i g h  c o m p e t e n c e y ;  o r

2) o p t o m e t r i s t s  m u s t  w o r k  i n  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  

c l o s e  e n o u g h  to  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  d a y - t o - d a y  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  

d i a g n o t i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  M . D .  t o  t h e  O . D . ,  a n d  a l l o w  t h e  

l a t t e r  t o  o b t a i n  p r a c t i c a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t r e a t m e n t  r a t i o n a l s  

a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h i s  w o u l d  b e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  

V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  A l 3 ~ k a  N a t i v e  S e r v i c e ,  w h e r e  t h e  

o p t o m e t r i s t  u s e  t h e s e  d r u g s  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  

t h e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s . ^



H a v i n g  o n c e  r e c o g i n z e d  t h e  a b o v e  s o l u t i o n s  t w o  p r o b l e m s  

i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e s e n t  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e  f i r s t  s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  

“q u i r e  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  o p t c m e t r i c  s c h o o l s  t o  p e r m i t  i n t e ­

g r a t i o n  w i t h  m e d i c a l  t r a i n i n g  a n d  i n c l u d e  a c o m p l e t e  r e s t r u c ­

t u r i n g  o f  o p t o m e t r i c  t r a i n i n g .  S o  m u c h  c h a n g e  w o u l d  b e  n e e d e d  

t h a t  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  a n d  o p c o r a e t r i s t  

w o u l d  e v a p o r a t e .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  a n y  g r o u p  o f  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  p r e ­

s u m e s  to  m e d i c a l l y  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i t  m u s t  a c c e p t  t h e  

r i g o r o u s  t r a i n i n g  w h i c h  m u s t  p r e c e e d  s u c h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h e r e  

i s  n o  q u i c k  a n d  e a s y  p a t h  t o  c o m p e t e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a s u b j e c t

b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m p l e x  y e a r - b y - y e a r . T h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  s e e m  
to w a n t  co b e c o m e  d o c t o r s ,  bu t  do n o t  w a n t  to go t h r o u g h  the e x t e n s i v e  n u m b e r  
of y e a r s  t r a i n i n g  it r e q u i r e s .  T h i s  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  t rue w h e n  t n e  r e s u l t s  or 
e r r o r  or i n c o m p e c e n c y  c a n  b e  b l i n d n e s s .

T h e  s e c o n d  s o l u t i o n ,  c l o s e  d a y - t o - d t y  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t /  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ,  c r e a t e s  a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  h u r d l e  - p e r h a p s  a n  

e c o n o m i c  o n e  a s  w e l l .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  v i s u a l i z e  

t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a s u p p o r t i v e  r o l e .  T h i s  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a n y  p r o ­

f e s s i o n a l  t o  d o ,  e s p e c i a l l y  it h e  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  b e e n  c o n d i t i o n e d  

to  s e e  h i m s e l f  a s  a m e m b e r  o f  a s e p a r a t e  g r o u p ,  p r a c t i c i n g  i n d e p e n d ­

e n t l y .  S o  l o n g  a s  h e  c a n  o f f e r  o n i y  l i m i t e d  e y e  c a r e ,  h e  i s  i n  a 

s u p p o r t i v e  r o l e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  o f f e r :  c o m p l e t e  e y e  c a r e .  T h i s  c o o p e r ­

a t i v e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  w e l l  i n  t h e  V e t e r a n ' s  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  S y s t e m ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  S e r v i c e  

It c o u l d  w o r k  w e l l  i n  p r i v a t e  c a r e .

F i n a l l y ,  i f  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  p r o p e r  t o  e x ' p a n d  

t h e  m e d i c a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  t h i s  h e a l t h - c a r e  g r o u p  o f  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  

v i a  r e d e f i n i t i o n  a n d  s h o r t - c o u r s e  c a t c h - u p  l e c t u r e s  w i t h o u t  r e s t r u c ­

t u r i n g  f u n d a m e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e r e  

c a n  b e  l i t t l e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  n o t  d o i n g  t h e  s a m e  f o r  a_l_l p a r a m e d i c a l  

g r o u p s ,  e . g .  n a t u r o p a t h s ,  a c u p u n c t u r i s t s ,  and f aith h e alers.

R a t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m u s t  e i t h e r  s t r i c t l y  r e q u i r e  v e r y  h i g h  

s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  m e d i c a l  t r a i n i n g  s t a n d a r d s  t o  p r o t e c t  i t s  c i t i z e n s  

o r  i t  s h o u l d  m i n i m i '  e t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  l o w e r  i t s  s t a n d a r d s  

to p e r m i t  e a c h  g r o u p  t o  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a d v a n c e  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  e x p e n s e .  

T h e  l a t t e r  p r a c t i c e  w o u l d  a l s o  r e d u c e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  t i m e  a n d



e x p e r i e n c e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o d u c e  s p e c i a l i s t  M . D . ' s -  b u t ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  s u c h  p h y s i c i a n s  w o u l d  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  m a r g i n a l l y  o r  

t o t a l l y  i n c o m p e t e n t .  S h o u l d  t h e  s t a n d a r d  b e  a n y  d i f f e r e n t  

f o r  o p t o m e t r i s t s  w h o  w i s h  t o  m e d i c a l l y  d i a g n o s e  e y e  d i s e a s e  

t h a t  i s  s o  c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  b o d y  a s  a h o l e  f u n c t i o n i n g  

u n i t  ?

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r e s e n t  t h i s  v i e w  

i n d o r s e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  O p h t h a l m o l o g i c  A s s o c i a t i o n .



*

F O O T N O T E S :

1 - W o r t h e n :  T h e  O p h t h a l m o l o g i c - O p t o m e t r i c  I n t e r f a c e .

T r a n s a c t i o n s  o f  A m e r i c a n  A c a d e m y  o f  O p h t h a l m o l o g y  a n d  

O t o l a r y n g o l o g y  * 3 : O P - 1 5 5 ,  1 9 7 7

2 - R e p r e s e n t a t i v  o f  m o s t  o p h t h a l m o l o g y  r e s i d e n c y  p r o g r a m s ,  i t

is t h a t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a ,  M a y o  C l i n i c  G r a d u a t e  

S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i r e .  F o l l o w i n g  g r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  M e d i c a l  s c h o o l  

a n d  a g e n e r a l  o r  s p e c i a l t y  i n t e r n s h i p ,  t h e  r e s i d e n t  e n t e r s  

a p r o g r a m  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  6 5  h o u r s  a w e e k  o f  o p h t h a l m o l o g i c  

i n s t r u c t i o n ;  . o f  t h i s ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 h o u r s  a w e e k  i s  d e v o t e d  

to f o r m a l ,  d i a d a c t i c  l e c t u r e ,  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  is  c l i n i c a l  o r  

l a b o r a t o r y  a c t i v i t y .  T h i s  w e e k l y  s c h e d u l e  c o n t i n u e s  o v e r  a 

t w e l v e  m o n t h  a c a d e m i c  y e a r ,  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  S o m e  o f  a n i n e  

m o n t h  w r i t t e n  h o m e  s t u d y  c o u r s e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  A c a d e m y  

o f  O p h t h a l m o l o g y .  S o m e  p r o g r a m s  r e q u i r e  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  o n e  

y e a r  o f  o p h t h a l m o l o g y .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  O p h t h a l m o l o g y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  M i n n e s o t a ,  M a y o  C l i n i c  R e s i d e n t  1 9 7 4 - 1 9 7 7 .

3 - C u r r i c u l u m , U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i n n e s o t a  C o l l e g e  o f  M e d i c i n e .  T h e

b a s i c  c u r r i c u l u m  r e q u i r e d  o f  a n y  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  a n  M . D .  d e g r e e  

i n c l u d e s  1 2 8  c r e d i t  h o u r s  o f  ' m e d i c a l '  s u b j e c t s ;  t h i s  d o e s  

n o t  i n c l u d  c l i n i c a l  s t u d i e s  w h i c h  a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i r e c t e d  

t o w a r d  a s p e c i a l t y  i n t e r e s t .  A l t h o u g h  o p t o m e t r i s t s  m a y  a g r u e  

t h a t  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e m ,  s u c h  o n  

a n a l y s i s  i g n o r e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  e x p a n d i n g  t h e i r  r o l e  i n t o  t h e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  s h o u l d  b e  s u b j e c t e d  to t h e  

s a m e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  is  n o  

s h o r t - c u t  to p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t u r e  i n  t h e  r a p i d l y  e x p a n d i n g  a n d  c o m p l e x  f i e l d  o f  m e d i c i n e .

T h e  p u b l i c  h a s  a r i g h t  to  d e m a n d  s t r i c t  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e q u i r e ­

m e n t s  b e f o r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a r e  c e r t i f i e d  a s  c o m p e t e n t .

4 - W o r t h e n ,  n o t e  1, O P - 1 5 8 ,  s u p r a .

5 - T r a p n e l l ,  T h e  I m p a c t  o f  N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e  o n  t h e  U s e

a n d  S p e n d i n g  f o r  S i g h t  C o r r e c t i o n  S e r v i c e ,  1 9 7 6 .  ( T h i s  s t u d y

w a s  u n d e r w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i J n , a n d

t h e  O p t i c a l  M a n u f a c t u r e s  A s s o c i a t i o n . )  I t  r e v e a l s  t h a t  o p t i c a l  

d e v i c e  s a l e s  r e p r e s e n t  6 6 %  o f  t h e  f u n d s  e x p e n d e d  f o r  o p t o m e t r i c  

s e r v i c e s  a n d  1 9 %  o f  f u n d s  e x p e n d e d  f o r  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  s e r v i c e s ,  

a t  T a b e . l  1 o f  t h e  T r a p w e l l  S t u d y .

6 - 7'his f i g u r e  i n c l u d e s  $ 9 2 0  m i l l i o n  s p e n t  f o r  o p t i c i a n  a n d  $ 2 2 0

s p e n t  b y  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h o s e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e r s  

a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  i n v o l v e d  

i n  p a t i e n t  c a r e .

7 - T h i s  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  w i l l  b e  d i v i d e d  n o t  o n l y  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t  a n d

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s ,  b u t  a l s o  b y  o p t i c i a n s  a n d  l e n s / f r a m / c o n  t a c t  

l e n s  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .



8 - W o r t h e n ,  n o t e  , O p - 1 5 7 ,  s u p r a .

9 - O n  B l u e  S h i e l d  S u r v e y :  I n  1 9 7 5 ,  a c t u a r i e s  f o r  B l u e  S h i e l d

i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  r e q u e s t e d  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  d a t a  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

p r o j e c t  t h e  c o s t  o f  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r i n g  o p t o m e t r i c  e x a m i n a t i o n s .

O n e  h u n d r e d  s i x t y  s i x  o u t  o f  2 6 6  a c t i v e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  r e s p o n e d  

l i s t i n g  t h e i r  a g e ,  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  n u m b e r  o f  

e y e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  p e r f o r m e d  e a c h  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e  c o s t  o f  a n  e y e  

e x a m i n a t i o n ,  e x c l u s i v e  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  g l a s s e s ,  s o  c a l l e d  s e r v i c e  

c h a r g e s  o r  v i s u a l  t r a i n i n g .  S i m i l a r  d a t a  w a s  g l e a n e d  f r o m  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s .  I t  w a s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  o p t o m e t r i s t  

s e e  2 3 . 3  p a t i e n t s  p e r  w e e k .  E x c l u s i v e  o f  p a t i e n t s  s e e n  f o r  

m e d i c a l  s u r g i c a l  p r o b l e m s  o r  f o r  f o l l o w - u p  c a r e ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ,  o f  w h o m  t h e r e  a r e  1 6 0  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  s e e s  

5 6  p a t i e n t s  p e r  w e e k  f o r  c o m p l e t e  e y e  e x a m i n a t i o n s .  A l s o ,  i f  

t h i s  p a t i e n t s  p e r  e x a m i n e r  d a t a  i s  n a r r i e d  o v e r  t o  f i t  n a t i o n a l  

f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  O . D . ' s  a n d  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  

i t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a b o u t  6 0 %  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  e y e  c a r e  i s  r e n d e r e d  

b y  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  r i g h t  n o w .

A  r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  O p t i c a l  M a n u f a c t u r e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  b y  

a c o n s u l t i n g  a c t u a r i a l  f i r m  ( T r a p n e l l  R e p o r t - 1 9 7 5 )  p r e s e n t e d  

d a t a  b a s e d  u p o n  n a t i o n a l  s u r v e y s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  1 9 7 5 .  T h e  r e p o r  : e r s  

e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - h a l f  o f 5 0  m i l l i o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

e y e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  w e r e  d o n e  b y  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  a n d  o n e - h a l f  b y  

o p t o m e t r i s t s .  T h i s  r e p o r t  d e a l t  o n l y  w i t h  p e r s o n s  s e e k i n g  e n t r y  

i n t o  t h e  e y e  s e r v i c e s  fiel-i f o r  s o - c a l l e d  " s i g h t  c o r r e c t i o n "  

s e r v i c e s  a n d  d i d  n o t  c o u n t  a l l  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  o t h e r w i s e  f o r  p e r s o n s  w h o  s e e k  o u t  a n  o p h t h a l ­

m o l o g i s t s  o t h e r w i s e  f o r  p e r s o n s  w h o  s e e k  o u t  a n  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  

f o r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  m e d i c a l  a n d  s u r g i c a l  p r o b l e m s .  ( O p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  

o b v i o u s l y  d o  1 0 0 %  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  e y e  s u r g e r y  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  

ra^.jor e y e  d i s e a s e )  I t  i s  r e m a r k a b l e  t o  n o t e  t h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h  

t h e r e  w e r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 , 0 0 0  p r a c t i c i n g  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s ,  a s  

c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 , 0 0 0  o p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h a t  h a l f  

o f  t h e  5 0  m i l l i o n  s o - c a l l e d  " r o u t i n e  e y e  e x a m s "  w e r e  p e r f o r m e d  

b y  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  1 9 7 6 .

1 0 -  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g

1 O b v i o u s l y ,  w h e r e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  a r e  r a r e ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s  s e e  

t h e  b u l k  o f  p a t i e n t s .  H o w e v e r ,  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  a s s i s t a n c e  

w i t h  p a y m e n t  c f  m e d i c a l  b i l l s  v i a  M e d i c a r e  a n d  M e d i c a i d ,  t h e  

h i g h  m o b i l i t y  o f  t o d a y s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  t r e n d  t o w a r d  u r b a n  

p o p u l a t i o n  c l u s t e r i n g  n e a r  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  a n d  o t h e r  s p e c i a l i s t s  

c e r t a i n l y  i n f l u e n c e  t h i s  b i a s  t o w a r d  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s .

1 2 -  R . C . W .  1 8 . 5 3 . 0 0 5  L e g i s l a t i v e  D e c l a r a t i o n : " T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  

a n d  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  o p t o m e t r y  i s  a l e a r n e d  p r o ­

f e s s i o n  a n d  a f f e c t s  t h e  h e a l t h ,  w e l f a r e  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  

c f  t h e  t h i s  s t a t e ,  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  r e g u l a t e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  

a n d  l i m i t e d  t o  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s . . . "  ( A m e n d m e n t  1 9 7 5 )



1 3  - E l l s t a d  v .  S w a y z e , 1 5  W a s h .  2 d 2 8 1 ,  1 3 0  P 2 d 3 5 4  ( 1 9 4 2 ) .

S e e  c l s o ,  K a t c h u m  v .  K i n g  C o .  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  C o r p ., 8 1  

W a s h  2 d 5 6 5 ,  5 0 2  P 2 d 1 1 9 7 ,  1 2 0 0  ( 1 9 7 3 )

1 4  -  S w a y z e , n o t e  1 3 ,  3 5 3 ,  s u p r a .

1 5  - K e l l y  v .  C a r r o l l ,  3 6  W a s h  2 d 4 8 2 ,  2 1 9  P 2 d 7 9 ,  9 0 .

( 1 9 5 0 )

1 6  - C a m p b e l l  v .  S t a t e , I d . ,  a t  4 6 2

1 7  - G e l l h o r n  h a s  r e c e n t l y  a r g u e d  t h a t  s t a t e  l i c e n s i n g  s t a t u t e s

a r e  i n  f a c t  a t t e m p t s  b y  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o r  o c c u p a t i o n  i n v o l v e d  

t o  c o n t r o l  c o m p e t i t i o n  b y  m e a n s  o f  r e s t r i c t i v e  a d m i s s i o n  t o  

p r a c t i c e .  E v e n  P r o f e s s o r  G e l l h o r n  w o u l d  a d m i t  t h a t  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  

o f  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  p r o b a b l y  r i s e s  a b o v e  

s u c h  c r i t i s i s m .  G e l l h o r n ,  I h e  A b u s e  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g , • 

4 4  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o  L . R . 6 ,  1 9 7 6 .

1 8  - S e m m l e r  v .  O r e g o n  S t a t e  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s , 2 9 4 ,  U . S . 6 0 8 ,  6 1 1 ,

( 1 9 3 4 ) ; S t a t e  v .  W i l s o n ,  1 1  W n . A p p .  9 1 6 ,  5 2 8  P 2 d 2 7 9  ( 1 9 7 4 )

1 9  -  R . C . W .  1 8 . 5 3 . 1 4 0

2 0  - L a u g h n e y  v .  M a y b u r y , 1 4 5  W a s h .  1 4 6 ,  2 5 9  P . 1 7  ( 1 9 2 7 )

2 1  - E l l s t a d  v .  S w a y z e , n o t e  4 7 ,  3 5 3 ,  s u p r a ,  A c c o r d .  D a n t z l e r  v.

C a l l i s o n , 2 3 0 - S . 0. 7 5 ,  9 4  W E  2 d 1 7 7 ,  a p p .  d i s m d .  3 5 2  U . S .  9 3 9 ( 1 9 5

2 2  - K e l l y  v .  C a r r o l l ,  n o t e  1 5 ,  8 5 ,  s u p r a .

2 3  - A r t .  2 0 ,  2

2 4  - E l l s t a d  v .  S w a y z e , n o t e  1 3 ,  3 5 3 ,  s u p r a .

2 5  - S t a t e  v .  B o n h a m , 9 3  W a s h  4 8 9 ,  1 6 1  P 3 7 7 ,  3 7 9  ( 1 9 1 6 )

2 6  - K e l l y  v .  C a r r o l l , n o t e  2 2 ,  s u p r a .

2 7  -  S t a t e  e x  r e l  F l e m i n g  v .  C o h n , 1 2  W a s h  2 d 4 2 5 *  1 2 1  P 2 d  9 5 4  ( 1 9 4 2 )

A c c o r d ,  S t a t e  v  H a u k , 3 2  W a s h  2 d 6 8 ; .  2 0 3  P 2 a 6 9 3 ( 1 9 4 9 )

2 8  - 6 1  A m  J a n  2 d ,  P h y s i c i a n s ,  S u r g e o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  H e a l e r s ,  1 9 ; 8 6

A L R  6 2 3 ,  6 2 4 '

2 9  - E x  p a r t e  W h i t l y , 1 4 4  C a l .  1 6 7 ,  7 7  P 8 7 9  ( 1 9 0 4 )

3 0  - " I t  i s  e n o u g h  t h a t . . . i t  m i g h t  b e  t h o u g h  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r

l e g i s l a t i v e  m e a s u r e  w a s . . . r a t i o n a l . . . "  W i l l i a m s o n  v. L e e  O p t i c a l  

C o . , 3 4 8  U . S .  4 8 3 ,  4 8 8  ( 1 9 5 5 ) ,  D o u g l a s ,  J . ,  m a j o r i t y  o p i n i o n )

3 1  - S e e  n o t e  1 5 ,  s u p r a .

3 2  - C a m p b e l l  v .  S t a t e , n o t e  1 5 ,  s u p r a .

3 3  - " A  l a w  w h i c h  r e d u c e s  o r  p r e v e n t s  a n y  i n c r e a s e  i n  a n  . . . e v i l

t e n d s  t o  s a f e q u a r d  t h e  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e . . . " I d ’, a t  4 6 2 .  ( e m p h a s i s  

a d d e d ).

3 4  - W i l l i a m s o n  v .  L e e  O p t i c a l , n o t e  2 9 ,  s u p r a .

3 5  - S t a t e  v .  H o u c '., n o t e  2 7  , 7 0 0 ,  s u p r a .

3 6  - W o r t h e n , n o t e  , 0 p - 1 6 0 ,  s u p r a .

3 7  - " . . . t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w a s  c a r e f u l  t o  r e q u i r e  d e f i n i t e  k n o w l e d g e



3 8  - W e s t  V i r g i n i a  S t a t u t e  3 0 - 8 - 5  r e q u i r e s  t h o s e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  w h o

w i s h  t o  u s e  d r u g s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h o s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w h i c h  t h e  

b e a r d  o f  o p t o m e t r y  m a y  s e e  f i t  t o  e x t a b l i s h .  T h e  b o a r u  o f  

o p t o m e t r y  r e q u i r e s  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  a p h a r m a c o l o g y  c o u r s e  s i m i l a r  

t o  t h a t  ' e s c r i b e d  i n  n o t e  4 3 ,  i n f r a .

3 9  - E l l s t a d  v.  S w a y z e , n o t e  1 3 ,  s u p r a .

4 0  - C a m p b e l l  v. S t a t e , n o t e  1 5 ,  s u p r a .

4 1  - R . C . W .  1 8 . 5 4 0 7 0

4 2  - R . C . W .  1 8 . 5 4 . 0 3 0  -  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  s t a t u t e  e x c l u d e s  f r o m  b o a r d

m e m b e r s h i p  a n y  o p t o m e t r i s t  " . . . w h o  h a s  a n y  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a n y  

s c h o o l . . . o f  o p t o m e t r y . . . "  1 \ c o u l d  b e  p r e s u m e d  t h a t  o p t o m e t r i s t s  

t e a c h i n g  a t  o p t o m e t r i c  s c h o o l s  w o u l d  b e  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  t o  j u d g e  

t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  o p t o m e t r i c  c a n d i d a t e s  a n d  p o s s e s s  t h e  m o s t  

c r r e n c y  i n  c l i n i c a . 1 i n f o r m a t i o n .

4 3  - A  l e t t e r  f r o m  L e o n  C a n d e n b ,  O . D . ,  D i r e c t o r  P e n n s y l v a n i a  C o l l e g e

o f  O p t o m e t r y  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  l e c t u r e  o u t l i n g  i n  p h a r m a c o l o g y  u s e d

b y  K e n t u c k y ,  F l o r i d a ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  a n d  N e w  M e x i c o .  T h i s  c o u r s e

i n v o l v e s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  i n  s i x  w e e k e n d  s e s s i o n s  

( S a t u r d a y  a n d  S u n d a y )  a n d  e n d s  w i t h  a t h r e e  h o u r  e x a m i n a t i o n  

c o v e r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t e d  m a t e r i a l .  A  l e t t e r  f r o m  Sara A. M c C o n k e y , M . [  

t o  t h e  H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l e s  P a r r :

O N  O P T O M E T R I S T S  P R A C T I C I N G  I N  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

A c c o r d i n g  t o  f i g u r e s  o b t a i n e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  o f  1 9 7 8  f r o m  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  L i c e n s i n g ,  t h e r e  a r e  4 0  

l i c e n s e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  A l a s k a .  T h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d  

i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

2 4  a t t e n d e d  P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y ( 1 9 5 1 - 1 9 7 6 )

5 a t t e n d e d  I l l i n o i s  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y  ( I C O )

4 f r o m  1 9 4 8  to  1 9 6 0  a n d  1 g r a d u a t e d  i n  1 9 7 7

3 a t t e n d e d  S o u t h e r n  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y

2 a t t e n d e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H o u s t o n  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y  

1 a t t e n d e d  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y  

1 a t t e n d e d  L o s  A n g l e s  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y  ( N o  l o n g e r  l i s t e d  

a s  a n  o p t o m e t r i c  s c h o o l )

1 a t  t e n d e d  N o r t h e r n  I l l i n o i s  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y  ( N o  l o n g e r  

l i s t e d  a s  a n  o p t o m e t r i c  s c h o o l )

I n  o n e  c a s e ,  i t  i s  u n k o w n  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  w h e r e  

h e  w e n t  t o  s c h o o l .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a s u m m a r y  o f  p h a r m a c o l o g y  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h e s e  

v a r i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

P a c i f i c  C o l l e g e  o f  o p t o m e t r y  h a s  N O  M . D . ,  P h D . ,  o r  a n y o n e  w i t h  

a m a s t e r s  o r  b a c h e l o r s  d e g r e e  i n  p h a r m a c o l o g y  t e a c h i n g  a t  I

t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .

I l l i n o i s  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y ,  p r i o r  t o  1 9 6 0 ,  h a d  N O  M . D . ,

P h D . ,  o r  a n y o n e  w i t h  a m a s t e r s  o r  b a c h e l o r s  d e g r e e  i n  

p h a r m a c o l o g y  t e a c h i n g .  T h e  o n e  g r a d u a t e  o f  1 9 7 7  m a y  h a v e  

b e e n  t a u g h t  b y  o n e  p r o f e s s o r  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  P h D .  o r  

m a s t e r s  o r  b a c h e l o r s  d e g r e e .



S o u t h e r n  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y  h a s  N O  M . D . ,  P h D . ,  o r  a n y o n e

w i t h  a m a s t e r s  o r  b a c h e l o r s  d e g r e e  i n  p h a r m a c o l o g y  t e a c h i n g  

a t  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H o u s t o n  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y  h a s  N O  M . B . ,  P h D . ,  

o r  a n y o n e  w i t h  a  m a s t e r s  o r  b a c h e l o r s  d e g r e e  i n  p h a r m a c o l o g y  

t e a c h i n g  a t  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .

S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y  h a s  N O  M . D .  t e a c h i n g  

i n  p h a r m a c o l o g y ;  h a s  t w o  i n s t r u c t o r s  l i s t e d  a s  e i t h e r  a 

P h D .  o r  m a s t e r s  o r  b a c h e l o r s  d e g r e e .

I t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  f r o m  a l l  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  e v i d e n c e ,  t h e  

m a x i m u m  n u m b e r  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a d  a n y  p h a r m a c o l o g y  

t r a i n i n g  f r o m  a n y  q u a l i f i e d  i n s t r u c t o r  a t  a l l ,  i s  t w o ;  o n e  f r o m  

t h e  I l l i n o i s  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y  w h o  g r a d u a t e d  i n  1 9 7 7  a n d  t h e  

o n e  g r a d u a t e  o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i d f o r n i a  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y .  I t  

a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  m a x i m u m  n u m b e r  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  

h a d  a n y  p h a r n a c o l o g y  t r a i n i n g  f r o m  a n y  M . D .  o r  M . D . / P h D .  i n  

p h a r m a c o l o g y  i s  z e r o .

T h e  m a x i m u m  n u m b e r  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h a d  a n y  

i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  a l l  f r o m  a n y  f u l l - t i m e  M . D .  o n  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  i s  z a r o .

T h e  m a x i m u m  n u m b e r  o f  M . D . ' s  i n  e v e n  a p a r t - t i m e  c a p a c i t y  o n  

t h e  s t a f f  o f  a n y  s c h o o l  a t t e n d e d  b y  3 7  o f  t h e  4 0  o p t o m e t r i s t s  

i n  A l a s k a ,  i s  t w o .  F r o m  a s u r v e y  o f  t h e  B l u e  B o o k  o f  O p t o m e t r y  

w h i c h  w a s  l a s t  i s s u r e d  i n  1 9 7 6 ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  m a x i m u m  

n u m b e r  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  O p t o m e t r y  t h a t  e v e n  h a v e  

a b a c h e l o r s  d e g r e e  f r o m  a n y  s c h o o l  i s  t w o  o f  t h e  s i x  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  

t h a t  a r e  l i s t e d . I t  w o u l d  s e e m  r e a s o n a b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  

a n  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o r  i n  t h e  c l i n i c a l  

a s p e c t  o f  o p t o m e t r i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  a p p e a r s  f r o m  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  

e v i d e n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  m a x i m u m  n u m b e r  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s  c u r r e n t l y  p r a c ­

t i c i n g  i n  A l a s k a  t h a t  h a d  a n y  f u l l  o r  p a r t - t i m e  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  

e i t h e r  b y  l e c t u r e  o r  i n  t h e  c l i n i c a l  s e t t i n g  b y  a n  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  

i s  z e r o .' — - ■ ■ ■ V

4 4  - j5_t a t e  v. S p i n o , 6 1  W a s h  2 ̂  2 4 6 ,  3 7 7  p 2 ̂  8 6 8 ,  8 7 0  ( 1 9 6 3 )

4 5  - P e n n i n g t o n  v. B e n e l l i , 1 5  C a l  A p p  2 ^  3 1 6 ,  5 9  P 2 ^  4 4 8

4 6  - C a m p b e l l  v. S t a t e , n o t e  1 5 ,  4 6 6 ,  s u p r a .

4 7  -  T h e  A A O  N o v ^ - D e c .  1 9 7 7 .  " A G R E E M E N T  R E A C H E D  O N  D E F I N I T I O N  O F

M I L I T A R Y  O P T O M E T R I S T -  T h e  a r m y ,  N a v y  a n d  A i r  F o r c e  h a v e  a g r e e d  

o n  a c o m m o n  d e f i n i t i o n  l i m i t i n g  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o p t o m e t r i s t  m a y  

r e n d e r  t o  m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  n e w  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e  

t h r e e  m i l i t a r y  b r a n c h e s  h a d  d i f f e r i n g  d e f i n i t i o n s  w h i c h  t h e  A A O  

m a i l e d  t o  a l l  s t a t e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  

y e a r .  O n  J u n e  1 5 t h  J a m e s  W. F o r i s t e l ,  A A O  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  L i a s o n ,  

m e t  w i t h  R o b e r t  S m i t h ,  M . D . ,  A s s i s t a n t  D e f e n s e  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  

M e d i c i n e ,  w h o  w a s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  h a v e  a l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e ' s  

S u r g e o n s  G e n e r a l  a g r e e  o n  a c o m m o n  d e f i n i t i o n .  I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  

t h e y  r e a c h e d  a g r e e m e n t  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s i n g l e  d e f i n i t i o n .

' T h e  o p t o m e t r i c  c l i n i c  p r o v i d e s  o p t o m e t r i c  p a t i e n t  s e r v i c e s  

u n d e r  m e d i c a l  s u p e r v i s i o n . O p t o m e t r i s t  e x a m i n e  t h e  e y e s  a n d



a d n e x a  t o  i n c l u d e  r e f r a c t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  p r o c e d u r e s ,  p r e s c r i b e  

l e n s e s  t o  c o r r e c t  r e f r a c t i v e  e r r o r s  a n d  i m p o r v e  v i s i o n .  T h e y  

r e f e r  p a t i e n t s  t o  p h y s i c i a n s  f o r  d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  

s u s p e c t e d  d i s e a s e .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  u s e  a p p r o p r i a t e  d r u g s  t o  

p e r f o r m  o p t o m e t r i c  p r o c e d u r e s .  W h e n  u s i n g  t h e s e  d r u g s ,  i m m e d  i a t  e 

m e d i c a l  c a r e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  th e  e v e n t  o f  a d v e r s e  r e a c t i o n . 1 "

T h e  o p t i c a l  J o u r n a l  a n d  R e v i e w  o f  O p t o m e t r y ,  J u n e  1 5 ,  1 9 7 6  

V o l u m e  1 1 3  N o .  6

■



T A B L E  A. E X A M I N I N G  E L E M E N T S  T H A T  I N D I C A T E D  O P H T H A L M O L O G I C

D I S E A S E  I N  716 P A T I E N T S .

H I S T O R Y  2 5 5  ( ? 5 . 6%)

V I S U A L  A C U I T Y  1 9 8 (27.7%)

E X T E R N A L  E X A M I N A T I O N  B Y  H A N D­

H E L D  F L A S H L I G H T  1 5 7  (21.9%)

R E F R A C T I O N  4 ( .6%)

T O N O M E T R Y  69 ( 9 . 6 % )

S L I T  L A M P  23 ( 3.2%)

U N D I L A T E D  F U N D U S  9 ( 1 . 3 % )

D I L A T E D  F U N D U S  1 ( .1%)

716 1 0 0 %



TABLE I

PH. D. T H E S I S  B Y  D O N  C. P E A R S O N ,  M. D. - A P R I L  28, 1 9 7 7  - W O R T H E N  

T H E  O P H T H A L M O L O G I C  O P T O M E T R I C  I N T E R F A C E  T. A. A. 0. 0. 1 9 7 7

_________ C o m p a r i s o n  o f  O p t o m e t r y  a n d  O p h t h a l m o l o g y _______________

SYMPOSIUM ON LEGISLATION

O p t o m e t r i s t s  O p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s

1 - L i c e n s e

2 - P r e r e q u i s i t e

3 - C u r r i c u l u m

P h a  rraa c o l o  g y

P a t h o l o g y

4 - P e r i o d  o f  t r a i n i n g

5 - T i m e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n

a f t e r  h i g h  s c h o o l

6 - N u m b e r  o f  a c t i v e

p r a c  t i c i o n e r s

7 - N u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s

8 - T o t a l  n u m b e r  o f

p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  

s t u d e n t s

9 - T o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  e y e

p r o f e s s  i o n a l s

I n  a l l  s t a t e s  a s  

o p t o m e t r i s t s

2 y r s .  o f  c o l l e g e  

( 6 0 %  o f  b e g i n n i n g  

s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b a c ­

c a l a u r e a t e  d e g r e e  

o r  h i g h e r

S c h o o l  o r  C o l l e g e

6 4  h o u r s *

1 2 6  h o u r s  * *

2 0 - 6 0  h o u r s

4 y r s  ( 3 4 - 3 . 6  m o n t h s )

6 - 8 y r s  ( 5 4 - 7 2  m o n t h s )  

M a x .  4 y r .  u n d e r g r a d .  

M a x .  4 y r .  O p c .  c o l l e g e

2 1 , 9 0 0

4 , 9 8 5

2 4 , 9 3 3

2 4 , 8 0 0  ( 7 0 %  o f  t o t a l )

I n  a l l  s t a t e s  a s  

P h y s i c i a n s  a n d  

S u r g e o n s

G r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  

M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  ( M . D . )  

3 - 4 y e a r s  C o l l e g e

M e d i c a l  s c h o o l  i n t e r n ­

s h i p ,  P o s t g r a d u a t e  

( r e s i d e n c y )

3 0 7 * * *  ( 1 8 7  h r s .  g e n e r a ]  

w i t h  1 8  m o n t h s  

c l i n i c a l  a n d  

1 2 0  h r s .  o c u l a r  

w i t h  4 y r s  . 6ra o . 

c l i n i c a l  

2 0 0  h o u r s  g e n e r a l  w i t h  

3 y e a r s  c l i n i c a l  a n d  

1 4 8  h o u r s  o c u l a r  w i t h  

3 y e a r s  c l i n i c a l

3 - 5 y r s .  ( 3 6 - 6 0  m o n t h s )

l l - l ' * y r s .  ( 1 2 0  m o n t h s )

9 , 3 2 2

1 , 9 1 4  ( r e s i d e n t s )

1 0 , 4 9 6

1 0 , 6 2 9  ( 3 0 %  o f  t o t a l )

* M r .  G e o r g e  H a l l ' s  r e p o r t  o n  P e n n s y l v a n i a  S c h o o l  o f  O p t o m e t t y  t o  

M a r c h  1, 1 9 7 8  m e e t i n g  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o a l i t i o n  o f  H e a l t h  C a r e  

P r o f e s s  i o n a l s .

* *  1 2 6  h o u r s  - S o u t h e r n  C o l l e g e  o f  O p t o m e t r y

* * *  M a y o  C l i n i c  a n d  I o w a



TABLE 1A

O P T O M E T R I C  E D U C A T I O N  D E F I C I E N C Y  D O C U M E N T E D  F O R  R E D B O O K  S U R V E Y

As; p r e p a r e d  b y  J o h n  W. G a m e l ,  M. D.

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o u i s v i l l e  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e

E D U C A T I O N A L  B A C K G R O U N D  R E Q U I R E D  F O R  D E L I V E R Y  O F  E Y E  C A R E :

C o m p a r i s o n  b e t w e e n  O p t o m e t r y  a n d  O p h t h a l m o l o g y *

R E Q U I R E M E N T O P T O M E T R Y O P H T H A L M O L O G Y

A d m i s s i o n 2 y e a r s  of 

c o l l e g e

4 y e a r s  o f  colie 

p l u s  4 y e a r s  o f  

m e d i c a l  s c h o o l

T o t a l  T r a i n i n g  a f t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l 6 y e a r s 12 y e a r s

C l a s s  a n d  L a b o r a t o r y  T i m e 1 , 6 5 0  h o u r s 3 , 2 4 9  h o u r s

S u p e r v i s e d  P r a c t i c e  of  G e n e r a l  

M e d i c i n e  ( I n t e r n a l  M e d i c i n e ,  

G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y ,  O b s t e t r i c s -  

G y n e c o i o g y ,  P s y c h i a t r y ,  P r i m a r y  

C a r e ) 0 h o u r s 3 , 2 4 0  h o u r s

S u p e r v i s e d  P r a c t i c e  o f  M e d i c i n e  

a n d  S u r g e r y  o f  t h e  E y e 0 h o u r s 5 , 2 4 0  h o u r s

T O T A L  T R A I N I N G  H O U R S 1 , 6 5 0  h o u r s 1 1 , 7 3 9  h o u r s

N u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  d u r i n g  

w h i c h  t r a i n i n g  o c c u r r e d 4 y e a r s 7 y e a r s

H o u r s  p e r  y e a r 412*5 h o u r s 1 , 6 7 7  h o u r s

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b s t r a c t e d  f rom:

1. C o u r s e  H a n d b o o k  of I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  O p t o m e t r y ,  1 9 7 5 - 7 6 .

2. A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e s  C u r r i c u l u m  D i r e c t o r y ,  

p. 86 87 (re: U n i v e r s i t y  of L o u i s v i l l e  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e . )

3. R e s i d e n c y  T r a i n i n g  S c h e d u l e ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of O p h t h a l m o l o g y ,

U n i v e r s i t y  of L o u i s v i l l e .



TABLE lb

BREAKDOWN OF HOURS SPENT IN EDUCATION OF OPTHALMOLOGIST

1. C l a s s  & L a b o r a t o r y :

M e d i c a l  S c h o o l

1 s t  y e a r  87 1

2 n d  y e a r  748

R e s i d e n c y :

L e c t u r e s :

5 h r s  p e r  w k  x  1 5 0  w e e k s  750

B a s i c  S c i e n c e

4 0  h r s  p e r  w k  x  10 w e e k s  4 0 0

H o m e  S t u d y

2 0  h r s  p e r  m o  x  24 m o s  4 8 0

1 , 6 1 9

1 , 6 3 0

T O T A L  D I D A C T I C  T R A I N I N G

(HRS.) (1 +  2) 3 , 2 4 9

S u p e r v i s e d  P r a c t i c e  of 

G e n e r a l  M e d i c i n e  

54 w s k  x 60 hrs. p e r  w k  

( i n c l u d e s  n i g h t  c a l l s  &

w e e k e n d s )  3 , 2 4 0

S u p e r v i s e d  P r a c t i c e  of M e d i c i n e  

a n d  S u r g e r y  of th e  E y e  

35 hr s  p e r  w k  x  1 5 0  w e e k s  5 , 2 5 0

T O T A L  T I M E  S P E N T  IN S U P E R V I S E D

P R A C T I C E  (HRS.) (3 +  4) 8 , 4 9 0

T O T A L  T I M E  S P E N T  IN F O R M A L

E D U C A T I O N  O F  O P H T H A L M O L O G I S T

A T  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  L O U I S V I L L E

(HRS.) (1 +  2 +  3 +  4) 1 1 , 7 3 9

R E S I D E N C Y  T R A I N I N G  S C H E D U L E ,  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  O P H T H A L M O L O G Y  

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  L O U I S V I L L E  S C H O O L  O F  M E D I C I N E

S u m m a r y  o f  H o u r s  of D i d a c t i c  L e a r n i n g  

O f f e r e d  D u r i n g  R e s i d e n c y :

O n g o i n g  L e c t u r e s :

M o n d a y ,  a.m. 1 h o u r

T u e s d a y ,  a.m. 1 h o u r

T h u r s d a y ,  a.m. 2 h o u r s

F r i d a y ,  a.m. 1 h o u r

T O T A L :  5 h o u r s  p e r  w e e k

B a s i c  S c i e n c e  C o u r s e s :

40 nrs. p e r  w k  l e c t u r e s / l a b s  
D u r a t i o n :  10 w e e k s

H o m e  S t u d y  C o u r s e :
20 h r s  p e r  m o n t h



P H .  D.  T H E S I S  B Y  D O N  C.  P E A R S O N ,  M .  D. - A P R I L  2 8 ,  1 9 7 7  - W O R T H E N  

T H E  O P H T H A L M O L O G I C  O P T O M E T R I C  I N T E R F A C E  T .  A .  A .  0.  0 .  1 9 7 7

T A B L E  2

S e r v i c e  o f f e r e d  b y  O p t o m e t r i s t  a n d  O p h t h a l m o l o g i s t

S e r v i c e ___________________________ O p t o m e t r i s  t s _______________ O p h t h a l m o l o g i s  t s

9 9 . 5 %

9 9 . 5 %

5 8 %

9 4 %

9 9 . 5 %

5 3 %

5 5 %

9 9  . 5 %

9 %

1 0 0 %

9 9 %

R e f r a c t i o n  9 9 %

O p h t h a l m o s c o p y  9 2 %

C o n t a c t  L e n s e s  7 9 %

V i s u a l  F i e l d s  7 5 %

T o n o m e t r y  6 6 %

O r t h o p t i c s  5 0 %

L o w - v i s i o n  a i d s  4 0 %

B i o m i c r o s c o p y  3 2 %

A n i s e i k o n i c  T e s t i n g  8 %

T r e a t m e n t  o f  e y e  d i s e a s e  1 - 2 %

W e s t  V i r g i n i a  a n d  

N o r t h  C a r o l i n a

S u r g e r y  0 %



ALASKA



T A B L E  3

C I V I L I A N  C O N S U M E R  S P E N D I N G  F O R  V I S I O N  C A R E  A N D  S I G H T  C O R R E C T I O N

S E R V I C E S  IN' 1 9 7 5

O F F I C E S  O F  O F F I C E S  O F

O P T O M E T R I S T S  O P H T H A L M O L O G I S T S

A .  E x p e n d i t u r e s

G e n e r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s $ 5 2 5 $ 5 1 0

M e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t 4 0 5 0 0

a n d  t h e r a p y

O p h t h a l m i c  S e r v i c e s :

C o r r e c t i v e  E y e  g l a s s

L e n s e s 8 6 5 ( 4 9 . 6 % ) 1 8 0 ( 1 4 % )

C o n t a c t  L e n s e s 2 8 5 6 0

O t h e r 3 0

1 , 7 4 5  1 , 2 5 0

N o  o p t i c a l  s h o p s  

N o  s u r g e r y



R e p r i n t e d  f r o m  V i r g i n i a  M e d i c a l  N o v e m b e r ,  1979

H o w  H i e  G e n e r a l  P r a c t i t i o n e r  C a n  D e t e r m i n e  

T h e  N e e d  f o r  O p h t h a l m o l o g i c  R e f e r r a l

Henry S. Campell, MD, M a rtin sv ille , V irg in iaW H E N  should a patienl be referred to an oph­
thalmologist? Are eye drops and sophisticated 

tnstruments needed to make the referral decision? 
These questions are crucial to the proper care o f  eye 
problems, whether the patient presents initially to a 
physician or to a non-medical practitioner.

This study delineates the ways in which the possi­
bility o f  visual system disease can be recognized in 
non-ophthalmologir office practice.

Method
The author, an ophthalmologist practicing in a 

semi-rural area o f  Virginia, documented 1,000 con­
secutive office patient visits from October 9, 1978, 
through December 14, 1978. Each of these visits was 
classified into one o f  three groups: no disease, new 
disease, and old disease. N o  disease meant that the 
patient had no significant complaints, may or may 
not have required glasses for normal visual acuity 
and had no findings o f  a significant medical problem. 
New disease meant that the patient gave a history 
suggesting significant visual system disease and/or 
was found to have significant visual system disease; 
new disease patients had not been seen or treated 
previously for this problem by the examiner or by his 
partner ophthalmologist. Old disease patients had a 
.significant visual system disease which had been seen 
and/or treated previously by the examiner and/or by 
his partner ophtha lmologist. Patients with con­
comitant old and new disease problems were classi­
fied according to the new problem. Patients with 
more than one old disease problem were classified 
according to the more serious problem.

Address correspondence to Dr. Cam pell at PO Drawer 
3151, M artinsville VA 24112.

Subm itted 1-12-79.

All patient examinations included history, visual 
acuity, external examination, slit lamp biomicroscope 
examination and a view of the fundus oculi through 
undilatcd pupils. Tonometry was done in all adult 
patients without infection. A dilated fundus exami­
nation was done in all patients scheduled for a rou­
tine examination plus those patients where history 
and/or other examination indicated the need. Visual 
field examinations were done where indicated.

Results
In a mature ophthalmologic practice, one expects 

to sec relatively few patients without disease. Indeed, 
the examiner in this study saw only 284 patients 
(28.4%) without disease and 716 (71.6%) with disease. 
In the diseased group, 491 (65.6%) were already un­
der observation or treatment.

Table 1 lists the means by which disease was sus­
pected. Notice the heavy preponderance of history, 
visual acuity, and external examination by hand-held 
flashlight as the initial clues to disease. These three 
are, of course, different facets o f the same stone and 
could well be combined, i.e., i f  a patient stales that he 
does not see well, and i f  his visual acuity is indeed 
decreased, then the patient’s history is confirmed. In 
610 (85.2%) of the 716 patients with disease, this triad

Tabic '.. Examining Elements T hat  Indicated Ophthalmologic 
Disease in 716 Patients.

History 255 (35.6%)
Visual Acuity 198 (27.7%)
External Examination bv Hand-Held

Flashlight 157 (21.9%)
Refraction 4 ( 6%)
Tonometry 69 ( 9.6%)
Slit l a m p 23 ( 3.2%)
UnJila tcd Fundus 9 ( 1.3%)
Dilated Fundus I ( .1%)

716 100%
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indicated visual system disease. Refracting four high 
myopes or noticing thick spectacle lenses would have 
indicated the need for careful indirect ophthaloscopy 
for peripheral retinal abnormalities.

The majority o f  patients with new disease pre­
sented with acute processes, such as infection, iri­
docyclitis, foreign bodies and the like; here history, 
visual acuity and external examination by hand-held 
flashlight again gave the clue. Those patients with 
old disease had chronic disorders such as cataracts 
and glaucoma; for these, tonometry and slit lamp ex­
amination added meaningful information. The 69 
patients found to have glaucoma could have been 
suspected o f  the disease by using Schoitz tonometry 
or non-contact “air putF’ tonometry. The nine pa­
tients found to have optic atrophy, glaucomatous 
cupping, diabetic retinopathy, and macular degener­
ation were suspected by viewing the fundus oculi 
through the undilated pupil.

Slit lamp biomicroscopic examination gave the 
clue in 23 o f the 716 patients with disease, mainly for 
diseases of the comea, silent iridocyclitis, and poten­
tial narrow-angle glaucoma. Two new and seven old 
patients with potential narrow-angle glaucoma were 
seen. Dilating the pupils o f these nine patients could 
have precipitated disastrous attacks o f  acute narrow- 
angle glaucoma, and mydriatic eye drops were dis­
tinctly contraindicated.

An asymptomatic superior retinal hole was found 
in one patient because the history o f retinal detach­
ment in the other eye made an extraordinarily dili­
gent search o f the retina mandatory. Without this 
history and with only a routine examination of the 
retina, the hole would have been missed by the ex­
aminer.

Only one patient had a significant abnormality 
which was not suspected prior to dilating the pupil. 
Although her benign choroidal nevus was known to 
her from an examination about one year prior, she 
did not reveal this to the examiner initially.

Table 2 sums up how disease was suspected in the 
716 patients found to have visual system problems.

Conclusions
How, then, can the non-ophthalmolgic practitioner 

know when a patient should be referred to an oph­
thalmologist? Most often, the study shows, through 
the basic medical triad c f  history, visual acuity, and 
looking at the external eye with a flashlight. Family  
physicians can ta'^e heart at this. And they may be 
cheered as well to Itnow that the success of this triad 
obviates the need for sophisticated instruments: In 
only 23 o f  the 716 patients suspected o f  having dis-

Table 2. How the  Non-Ophtbalmolgic P racd t io o er  Could Have 
Deiermined the Need for Ophthalmolgic Referral  in 716 Pa tients .

History, visual acuity, external 
examination (the basic 
medical mad) 610/716 (85.2%)

History, visual acuity, external 
examination, undiiated fundus 619/716 (86.5%)

History, visual acuity, external 
examination, undilated fundus, 
lonometry 688/716 (96.1%)

History, visual acuity, external 
examination, undilated fundus, 
lonometry. noticing thick 
spectacle lenses 694/716 (96.6%)

History, visual acuity, external 
examination, undilated fundus, 
tonometry, noticing thick 
spectacle lenses, slit lamp 715/716 (99.9%)

N O T E : In nine of the above 716 patients , dilation of the pupil 
witb eye drops could have induced an a t tack  of acute  narrow-angle 
glaucoma.

ease was an instrument required that is not in the of­
fice o f  most physicians, namely, a slit lamp.

As for eye drops, the recommendation is B E ­
W A R E .  Eye drops can, in certain cases, change a 
chronic visual problem into a dangerous emergency. 
Nine patients seen in this study, as noted, had the po­
tential for acute narrow-angle glaucoma, and dilating 
the pupils o f  any of these nine patients could have 
produced an extreme emergency in the office o f the 
general practitioner or non-medical optometrist. 
Moreover, eye drops may precipitate alarming side 
effects; in the course o f this study two patients with 
comeal foreign bodies became faint, with decrease in 
blood pressure and nausea, after application of topi­
cal anesthetic drops (although neither patient had a 
seizure or total loss o f consciousness).

In sum, to both the conscientious physician and 
the conscientious optometrist the need for referral o f  
a patient to an ophthalmologist is usually obvious 
through the application o f history, visual acuity, and 
tx temal examination by hand-held flashlight, and 
docs not require sophisticated instruments.

Most importantly, do not dilate the pupil. Routine 
tonometry according to established standards and 

" viewing the fundus oculi through the undilated pupil 
- are the additional needed methods. The use o f m yd­

riatic drugs to dilate the pupil risks precipitating 
acute narrow-angle glaucoma by a 9:1 ratio over un­
covering any hidden disease process.
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mm ....  W H O  T E A C H E S  O P T O M E T R I S T S  M E D I C I N E ?

CURRENT SCHOOL CATALOG STUDY COMPARES FACULTIES AT SEVERAL TYPICAL MEDICAL A ND  DENTAL SCHOOLS WITH 
FACULTIES AT ALL OPTOMETRY SCHOOLS IN THE U.S.

To t a l  « 
o l

S t u d e n t s

T o t a l  -  
ol 

F a c u l t y

F a c u l t y
S t u d e n t

R a t io

T o ta l  - 
o l  M .D . 

P r o l e s s o r s  
(F u l l  or 

Pa r t  Tune )

F u l l  T im e  
C l i n i c a l ” 
T e a c h in g  

M .D . 
S p e c i a l i s t s

OPHTHALMOLOG ISTS 
(M .D .  E y e  S p e c i a l i s t s )

PHARMACOLOGY
DEPARTMEN T O th e r

C O M M E N T S

MEDICAL COLLEGES
Fu l l

T im e
Pa r t
T im e

M .D .
R e s i d e n t s

M .D .S  - 
M .D ./Ph .D .

Ph .D . .  M  S 
o r  O S.

M .S . 
u r  B .S .

’  C L I N I C A L  —  Refers to working with 
patients In hospitals or out-patient clinics

Medical University ol
South Carolina College ol Medicine 660 1,281 1.9 651 201 3 23 9** 6 25 0 0 630

*" Ophthalmology Residents spend 3 months 
during their 3-year residency in an intense

Duke University 
College o( Medicine 489 1,102 2.3 632 483 8 10 16 2 7 0 0 470 prominent Ophthalmologists at Colby College. 

Waterville, Maine

Medical College 
o( Georqia 720 944 1.3 495 246 3 10 8‘ * 2 10 0 0 449
DENTAL COLLEGES

Medical University ot South Carolina 
College of Dentistry 160 312 2.0 74 0 0 0 0 6 25 0 0 123

84 D.D.S. teaching mostly Clinical 
9 are D.D.S., Ph.D.

Medical College ot Virginia 
College of Dentistry 439 353 .80 33 0 0 0 0 8 20 0 0 127

126 D.D.S. teaching mostly Clinical 
20 are D.D.S., Ph.D.

COLLEGES OF OPTOMETRY

Southern College 
ot Optometry

604 49 .08 2
Mat nut

0 0 0 0 0 0 37 2 7 The 2 part time M.D.s are classroom lecturers 
in Pathology.

Illinois College 
ol Optometry

600 56 .09 1
MKT tiur

0 0 0 0 0 1 47 1 6 The only M.D. Is a part time Lecturer 
In Pathology.

Pennsylvania College 
of Optometry

552 89 .16 5
mm tiur

0 0 2 0 0 1 55 4 17
Southern California 
College of Optometry

384 83 .22 5
mm nut

0 0 2 0 0 3 65 5 8
Pacific University 
College ol Optometry

340 23 .07 1
m m  nut

0 0 0 0 0 0 12 1 8 The only M.D. is a Professor of Physics 
and Oplics, part time.

New England College 
ot Optometry

332 66 .20 4
mm mu

0 0 2 0 0 1 52 5 4
University of Houston 
College ot Optometry

284 64 .23 2
Mat tiui

0 0 0 0 0 0 47 4 7 The 2 part time M.D.s are Classroom 
Lecturers in Palholog, .

Indiana University 
College of Optornelry

276 38 .14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21 4 11
No M.D.s on Staff.

Ohio State College 
of Optometry

228 63 .28 1
. .M l

0 0 1 0 0 0 46 4 12 The only M.D, is part lime. He lives 100 miles 
away In Cincinnati.

University of Alabama 
College of Optometry

160 48 .30 3
mm mic

0 0 0 0 1 0 22 9 12 All M.D.s aro part tlmo classroom lecturers. 
One M.D./Ph.D. lectures in Pharmacology.

State University ol
New York College of Optometry

160 122 .76 9
MSI IlUt

0 0 6 0 0 0 87 3 22
University of California 
Berkeley Collogo ol Optometry

256 77 .30 9
MM TIUI

0 0 6 0 0 0 43 11 12 Ono part tlmo M.D. teaches in Public Health, 
ono In Engineering and one in 
Physiological Oplics

Ferris Slate 
College of Optometry

100 31 .31 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 29 All but 2 of these 29 also leach in the Biology 
and Chemistry departments of tho 
Undergraduato Collcgo,

C A N  M E D I C A L  E Y E  C A R E  B E  E N T R U S T E D  T O  O P T O M E T R I S T S  W H E N  T H I S  S T U D Y  catalCo q  study S o S m

P R O V E S  T H A T  T H E R E  A R E  N O  F U L L - T I M E  M . D .  I N S T R U C T O R S  I N  A N Y  O P T O M E T R Y  S C H O O L  A N Y W H E R E ? . DSiTn° "97T',/VLMOLOGICAL S0CIETY
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T n V T E T r r C T T N  C JT H  U  IVI C l n "T~c ~~H  u  u  u x  i /-v i i u  i *  ----
••̂4*   • ™  --

A ~ A 1
' C T |

B U L L E T I N

' f r o m

C O U N S E L

V O L U M E  X X X I V ,  B U L L E T I N  N O .  6 2 M a r c h  8 ,  1 9 7 6

T O :  S t a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  P r e s i d e n t s ,  L e g a l - L e g i s l a t i v e  C h a i r m e n ,

A t t o r n e y s ,  E x e c u t i v e s

F R O M :  T h o m a s  E. E i c h h o r s t ,  J . D . ,  C o u n s e l ;  A O A , S t .  L o u i s

S U B J E C T :  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  L e g i s l a t i o n

D T S T : 0,  T,  D r s .  R h o d e s ,  R u s h , D i v i s i o n  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r  

D i v i s i o n  D i r e c t o r s ,  E , N E ,m e n ,  E D ,  W O D ,  G C ,  C, A A ,

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  H e a d s  o C  S c h o o l s  a n d  C o l l e g e s

The.

f o r

W e  st 

11. B.

V i r g i n i a  L e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  e n a c t e d  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  

1 0 0  5 ( a s  a m e n d e d ) .  T h e  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  H o u s e  o f  D e l e g a t e s  

( t h e  l o w e r  h o u s e )  o n  M o n d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 7 6  p a s s e d  t h e  b i l l  b y  

q v o t e  o f  5 8  t o  3 9.  O n  F r i d a y ,  p e b r t i a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 7 6  t h e  s t a t e  S e n a t e

p a s s e d  t h e  b i l l  b y  a v o t e  o f  2 7  t o  4. G o v e r n o r  A r c h  A. M o o r e ,  J r . ,

v e t o e d  t h e  b i l l  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 7 6 .

O n  T u e s d a y ,  M a r c h  2, 3 9 7 6  t h e  H o u s e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  m e a s u r e  a g a i n .

A n  a m e n d m e n t  w a s  p r o p o s e d  to s t r i k e  t h e r a p e u t i c s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  f r o m  

t h e  b i l l .  T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  w a s  d e f e a t e d  5 3  t o  /* /« . T h e n  t h e  H o u s e  

v o t e d  to o v e r r i d e  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  v e t o  b y  a v o t e  o f  5 9  t o  3 9 .  ( I n  

W e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  u n l i k e  m o s t  s t a t e s ,  t h e r e  is n o  2 / 3  v o t e  r e q u i r e m e n t  

t o  o v e r r i d e ;  o n l y  a 5 1 %  o f  t h e  e l e c t e d  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  n e e d e d . )  O n  

T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  /|, 1 9  76 t h e  S e n a t e  d e f e a t e d  b y  a v o i c e  a n d  s t a n d i n g  

v o t e  t h e  a m e n d m e n t  t o  s t r i k e  t h e r a p e u t i c s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t .  T h e n  t h e

S e n a t e  v o t e d  to o v e r r i d e  Lliv. v e t o  b y  a v o t e  o f  2 7 t o  6.

A  c o p y  o f  tliis n e w  l a w  is a t t a c h e d .  T h e  n o t a t i o n s  ( o n  p a g e s  6 a n d  

1 0 )  i n d i c a t e  a m e n d m e n t s  m a d e  i>y t h e  H o u s e  o f  D e l e g a t e s  b e f o r e  t h e  

i n i t i a l  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l .
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ENROLLED

COMMITTF.Ii SUBSTITUTE

FO R

(B y M k . So m m e r v il i .u )
(Originating in the House Committee on the Judiciary.)

(P a in ed  P c b i u a r y  10, 1976; In  r f l c c l  n in e t y  d a y a  (m m  p a u a i e . ]

A N  AC T  to amend and reenact section one, article five, and sections 
two, four and five, article eight, all of chapter thirty of the code 
of West Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as 
amended, relating to the profession of optometry; adding, with­
in the definition of “prescription," optometrist to the licensed 
professionals who order drugs or mcdicifvs or combinations or 
mixtures thereof in certain cases; providing for the redefinition 
of the practi*'-' of optometry; exempting the practice of osteo­
pathy from the provisions of law regulating the practice of op­
tometry; accreditation of schools and colleges of optometry and 
the qualifications, education, examination and certification of 
applicants to prncticc optometry.

He it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:
That section one, article five, and sections two, four and five, 

article eight, all of chapter thirty of the code of West .Virginia, one 
thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amended, be amended and 
reenacted to read as follows:
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ARTICLE 5. PHARMACISTS, ASSISTANT PHARMACISTS AND DRUG­
STORES.

§30-5-1. Definitions.
«

1 The following words and phrases as used in this article,
2 shall have the following meanings, unless the context othcr-
3 wise requires:
4 ( I )  The term “drug” means (a) articles in the official v. .'bed
5 States Pharmacopoeia, or official National Formulary, or any
6 other supplement to either of them, which arc intended for use
7 in the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment or prevention of
8 disease in man or other animals, and (b', all other articles in-

t 9 tended for use in the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment, or
10 prevention of disease in man or other animals, and (c) articles,
11 other than food, intended to affect the structure or any func-
12 lion of the body of man or other animals and (d) articles in-
13 tended for use as a component of any articles specified in
14 clause (a), (b), or (c).
15 (2) The term “poisonous drug" means any drug likely to
16 be destructive to adult human life in quantities of five grains
17 or less.
18 (3) The term “deleterious drug" means any drug likely to
19 be destructive to adult human life in quantitcs of sixty grains
20 or less.
21 (4) The term “habit-forming drug" means any drug which
22 has been or may be designated as habit forming under the
23 regulations promulgated in accordance with Section 502 (d )
24 of the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Ac, ~f June twenty-
25 fifth, nineteen hundred and thirty-eight.
26 (5) The term "pharmacy" or "drugstore" or “apothecary"
27 shall be held to menu and include every stoic or shop or
28 other place (a )  where drugs arc dispensed, or sold at retail,
29 or displayed for sale at retail, or (b )  where physicinns’
30 prescriptions arc compounded: or ( c )  which has upon it or
31 displayed within it, or affixed to or used in connection with
32 it, a sign hearing the word or words “pharmacy," “plrarma-
33 cists," “apothecary," "drugstore," “drugs," "druggists," "ntcdi-
34 cine," “medicine store," "drug sundries," "remedies," or any



35 word or words of similar or like import; or (d )  any store
36 or shop or other place, with respect to which any of the
37 above words arc used in any advertisement.
38 (6) The term “prescription" shall be held to mean an
39 order for drugs or medicines or combinations or mixtures
40 thereof, written or signed by a duly licensed physician,
41 dentist, optometrist, as authorized by section two, article
42 eight of this chapter, veterinarian or other medical practi-
43 tioncr licensed to write prescriptions intended for the treat-
44 mcnt or prevention of disease of man or animals. The
45 term “prescription" shall also include orders for drugs or
46 medicines or combinations or mixtuics thereof transmitted
47 to the pharmacist by word of mouth, telephone or other means
48 ' of communication by a duly licensed physician, dentist,
49 optometrist, veterinarian or other medical practitioner licensed
50 to write prescriptions intended for treatment or prevention of
51 disease of man or animals, and such prescriptions received
52 by word of mouth, telephone or other means of communication
53 shall be recorded in writing by the pharmacist and the record
54 so made by the pharmacist shall constitute the original prcscrip-
55 tion to be filed by the pharmacist. All such prescriptions shall
56 be preserved on fife for a period of five years, subject to in-
57 spcction by the proper officer of the law. The above shall apply
58 except for narcotic prescriptions, when all narcotic laws and
59 regulations must be complied with.
60 (7) The term "cosmetic," which shall be held to include
61 "dentifrice" and "toilet article," means (a )  articles intended
62 to be rubbed, poured, sprinkled, or sprayed on, introduced
63 into, or otherwise applied to the human body, or any part
64 thereof for cleansing, beautifying, promoting attractiveness, or
65 altering the appearance, and (b )  articles intended for use
66 as a component of any such articles, except that such term
67 shall not include soap.

ARTICLE 8. OPTOMETRISTS. .

§30-8-2. Practice of optometry defined.
1 Any one or eny combination of the following practices
2 shall constitute the practice of optometry:
3 (a) The examination of the human eye, with or without

3 [Enr. Com. Sub. for H. B. 1005
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4 the use of drugs prescribable for the human eye, which drugs
5 may be used for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes for topical
6 application to the anterior segment of the human eye only, and,
7 by any method other than surgery, to diagnose, to treat or to
8 refer for consultation or treatment any abnormal condition of
9 the human eye or its appendages;

10 (b) The employment without the use of surgery of any in-
11 strument, device, method or diagnostic or therapeutic drug
12 for topical application to the anterior segment of the thuman
13 eye intended for the purpose of investigating, examining, treat-
14 ing, diagnosing, improving or correcting any visual defect or
15 abnormal condition of the human eye or its appendages;
16 , (c) The prescribing and application or the replacement or
17 duplication of lenses, prisms, contact lenses, orthoptics, vision
18 training, vision rehabilitation, diagnostic or therapeutic orugs
19 for topical application to the anterior segment of the human
29 eye, or the furnishing or providing of any prosthetic device,
21 or any olhei method other than surgery necessary to correct
22 or relieve any detects or abnormal conditions of the human
23 eye or its appendages.
24 Nothing in this section shall be construed to permit an
25 optometrist to perform surgery, u..e drugs by injection or to
26 use or prescribe any drug for other than the specific purposes
27 authorized by this section.

§30-8-4. Registration prerequisite to prncticc of optometry; excep­
tions.

1 No person shall practice or offer to practice optometry in
2 this stale without first applying for and obtaining a certificate of
3 registration for such purpose from the West Virginia board of
4 optometry; but the following persons, firms and corporations
5 arc exempt from the operation of this article, except as
6 hereinafter provided:
7 (a) Persons who have heretofore been registered as op-
R lomctrists in this slate, or who were engaged in the practice
9 of optometry in this state before the passage of any law by

10 this slate regulating such practice, and who have heretofore
11 received from the board of examiners certificates of exemption
12 front examination;

Enr. Com. Sub. for H. B. 1005] 4
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13 (b) Persons authorized under the laws of this state to prac-
14 ticc medicine and surgery or osteopathy;
15 (c) Persons, firms and corporations who sell eyeglasses
16 or spectacles in a store, shop or other permanently established
17 place of business on prescriptions from 'pcrsons authorized
18 under the laws of this stale to practice either optometry or
19 medicine and surgery;
20 (d) Persons, firms and corporations who manufacture or
21 deal in eyeglasses or spectacles in a store, shop or other
22 permanently established place of business, and who neither
23 practice nor attempt to practice optometry.

§30-8-5. Qualifications of npplicnnt for registration; examination,

1 An applicant for registration shall present satisfactory
2 evidence tha; he is at least eighteen years of age, of good
3 moral character and teirpcri'ic habits, and has graduated from
4 a high school or second ly school, or has completed an cquiva-
5 lent course of study approved by the West Virginia board of
6 optometry, has satisfactorily completed all prcoptomctry or
7 prcmcdical college requirements and has graduated from a
8 school or college of optometry approved by said board. No
9 school or college of optometry shall be approved by the West

10 Virginia board of optometry unless at first it has been
11 accredited by a regional or professional accreditation organiza-
12 lion which is recognized by the national commission on ac-
13 crcditation or the United States commission of education. Each
14 applicant shall submit to and be examined ir  all phases of
15 optometry as is provided by the school or college of optometry
16 and shall include, but not be limited to, anatomy and phy-
17 siology of the human eye, the use of instruments such as the
18 ophthalmoscope, rctinoscopc, tonometer, slit lamp biomicro-
19 scope, the general laws of optics and refraction, general and
20 ocular pharmocology, general and ocular pathology and other
21 such subjects or instrumentation as the board of optometry
22 may deem necessary.
23 The West Virginia board of optometry shall be responsible
24 to determine the educational training received by the applicant
25 from the schools and colleges of optometry, the educational*
26 qualifications of each applicant and the administering of the

5 [Enr. Com. Sub. for H. B. 1005
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27 examination and certifications of each applicant commensurate
28 with his education. No optometrist shall be registered or
29 certified to practice optometry in the stale of West Virginia
30 in any area that is beyond the scope of his educational train-
31 ing as determined by the West Virginia board of optometry:
32 Provided, That any optometrist presently registered in the state
33 of West Virginia and who desires to employ the use o f ; .iharma-
34 ccutical agents must subi it to the West Virginia board of
35 optometry evidence of satisfactory completion of all necessary
36 educational requirements as made mandatory by the West Vir-
37 ginia board of optometry: Provided further, That the West
38 Virginia board of optometry shall provide for continuing cdu-
39 cational requirements to be completed from time to time by all
40 optometrists desiring to employ the use of pharmaceutical
41 agents.

Enr. Com. Sub. for H. B. 1005] 6
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The Joint Committee on Enrolled Biils hereby certifies that the 
foregoing bill is correctly enrolled.
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Chairman Senate Committee

Chairman House Committee

Originated in the House.
Takes effect ninety days from passage.

Clerk o f the Senate

C lerk of the House o f Defecates

President o f the Senate

Speaker House of Delegates

Thp w ith in .........................................  this the

day of ......   , 1976.

Governor
c^"
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The G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  B i l l  4 2 4 ,  a s .  amended p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  a b n o r m a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o h o w e v e r ,  i n  u s i n g  o r  t o p i c a l  p h a r m a c e u t l c a  o u t  w h i c h  a r e  u s e d  f o  o p t o m e t r i s t  so  u s i n g  w i t h  a  p h y s i c i a n  d u l y  d e s i g n a t e d  o r  a g r e e d

o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  h a s  e n a c t e d  i n t o  lav;  S e n a t e  T h i s  law p e r m i t s  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u t i l i z e  " t o  c o r r e c t ,  r e l i e v e ,  o r  t r e a t  d e f e c t s  o r  f  t h e  human e y e  o r  i t s  a d n e x a .  P r o v i d e d ,  p r e s c r i b i n g  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s ,  e t h e r  t h a n  .1 a g e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  h e r e i n a b o v e  s e t  r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  e y e ,  t h e  o r  p r e s c r i b i n g  s h a l l  c o m m u n i c a t e  and c o l l a b o r a t e  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  i n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  t o  by t h e  p a t i e n t . "A c o p y  o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  a s  e n a c t e d ,  i s  e n c l o s e d .  The b i l l  i n  i t s  f i n a l  f o r m  p a s s e d  t h e  S e n a t e  on May 2 4 ,  1977 by a  v o t e  o f  46 t o  4 ,  an d t h e  H ouse o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on J u n e  3 ,  1977 by a  v o t e  o f  8 3  t o  4 .  I n  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  h a s  no v e t o  p o w e r ,  s o  e n a c t m e n t  by b o t h  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  f i n a l .N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  i s  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  s t a t e  t o  e n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  a u t h o r i z i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u t i l i z e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .  T w e l v e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a u t h o r i z e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  t o  u t i l i s e  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s ;  t h e  d a t e s  o f  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h e s e  l a w s  a r e  R hode I s l a n d  ( J u l y  1 6 ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  ( M a r c h  1 ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  T e n n e s s e e  (May 8 ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  O r e g o n  (May 2 0 ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  M a in e  ( J u n e  2 4 ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  L o u i s i a n a  ( J u l y  6 ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  D e l a w a r e  ( J u l y  1 0 ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  C a l i f o r n i a  ( J u l y  9 ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  Wyoming ( F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  Now M e x i c o  ( M a r c h  4 ,  1977),  M o n ta n a  ( A p r i l  1 2 ,  1977 a t  1 0 : 1 0  a . m . ) ,  and K a n s a s  ( A p r i l  1 2 ,  1977 a t  2 : 0 0  p . m . ) .  On M a r c h  4 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  L e g i s l a t u r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  u s e  o f  d r u g s  f o r  d i a g n o s t i c  o r  t h e r a p e u t i c  p u r p o s e s  by o p t o m e t r i s t s  who m eet  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  s e t  by t h e  o p t o m e t r y  b o a r d .
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[ I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  e i g h t  o t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  do n o t  s t a t u t o r i l y  
p r o h i b i t  t h e  us e  o f  DPAs by o p t o m e t r i s t s ;  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  s t a t e s  
h a v e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  o p i n i o n s  (+ f a v o r a b l e )  (- u n f a v o r a b l e )  on 
t h i s  p o i n t :  A labama (AG-), F l p r i d a  (AG+), I d a h o ,  I n d i a n a  (AG+),
M i n n e s o t a ,  Nevada  ( S t a t e  Board  S t a t em e n t  + ) ,  New J e r s e y  (AG+), 
V i r g i n i a  (AG-). ]
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A B I L L  TO BE ENT ITLED 

AN ACT TO REDEFINE THE PRACTICE OF OPTOHETPxY CONSISTENT WITH 

MODERN ADVANCES I N  SC IENCE AND OPTOMETRY.

The G e n e r a l  A s s emb l y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  e n a c t s :

S e c t i o n  | .  G . S .  90 — | | 4 as t h e  s a n e  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  1975 

R e p l a c em e n t  Vo l ume  2C o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  S t a t u t e s  i s  h e r e b y  amended 

anJ r e w r i t t e n  t o  r e ad  as  f o l l o w s :

"5 90-114. Op t o n e t r y  d e f i n e d . — Any o r e  o r  any  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f

t h e  f o l l o u i n g  p r a c t i c e s  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  

o p t om e t r y :

(|) t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  human e y e  b y  any  m e t h o d ,  o t h e r  t h a n  

s u r g e r y ,  t o  d i a g n o s e ,  t o  t r e a t ,  o r  t o  r e f e r  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  o r  

t r e a t m e n t  any  a b n o rm a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  human e y e  and  i t s  a d n e x a ;  

o r

(2) t h e  em p l o yme n t  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  d e v i c e s ,  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  

a g e n t s  and p r o c e d u r e s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  s u r g e r y ,  i n t e n d e d  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g ,  e x a m i n i n g ,  t r e a t i n g ,  d i a g n o s i n g  o r  

c o r r e c t i n g  v i s u a l  d e f e c t s  o r  a b n o rm a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  huuan ey e  

o r  i t s  a dn exa ;  or
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(3) the p r e s c r i b i n g  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  of l e ns es ,  d e v i c e s  

^ c o n t a i n i n g  lens' s, prisms, c o n t a c t  le ns e s , o r t h o p t i c s ,  v i s i o n

3 t r a i n i n g ,  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s ,  and p r o s t h e t i c  d e v i c e s  t o

^ c o r r e c t ,  r e l i e v e ,  or t r e a t  d e f e c t s  or a b n o r m a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  th e

£ h u ma n eye cr its adnexa.

6 Pr o vi de d, h ow ever, in  u s i n g  or p r e s c r i b i n g  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l

? a g e n t s ,  o th er  t h a n  topica3. p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e

8 d e f i n i t i o n  h e r e i n a b o v e  set o u t  wh i ch  a r e  u s e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of

9 e x a m i n i n g  t h e  eye, t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  so u si n g or p r e s c r i b i n g  s h a l l

10 c o u n u n i c a t e  and c o l l a b o r a t e  uith a p h y s i c i a n  dul y l i c e n s e d  to

11 p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  in N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  d e s i g n a t e d  or a g r e e d  t o  by

12 t h e  patient. 11
13 Sec. 2. G.S. 9 0 - 1 |8 as t h e  s a m e  a p p e a r s  in t h e  |9 7 5

lh R e p l a c e m e n t  V o l u m e  2C of the G e n e r a l  S t a t u t e s  a n d  in t h e  (975

15 C u m u l a t i v e  S u p p l e m e n t  t h e r e t o  is h e r e b y  a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  at  the

16 e n d  t h e r e o f  a new s u b s e c t i o n  (e) to r e a d  as fol lo w s:

17 »’ (e) T h e  bo a rd  s h a l l  n o t  l i c e n s e  any p e r s o n  t o  p r a c t i c e

18 o p t o m e t r y  in the S t a t e  of North C a r o l i n a  b e y o n d  the s c o p e  of t h e

19 p e r s o n 1s e d u c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  as d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  b o a r d .  No

20 o p t o m e t r i s t  p r e s e n t l y  l i c e n s e d  in thi s S t a t e  s h a l l  p r e s c r i b e  and

21 • use p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  in th e p r a c t i c e  of o p t o m e t r y  u n l e s s  a n d

22 u n t i l  he (i) has s u b m i t t e d  to the b o a r d  e v i d e n c e  of s a t i s f a c t o r y

23 c o m p l e t i o n  of all e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e

2), b o a r d  to p r e s c r i b e  and use p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  in the p r a c t i c e

2^ of o p t o m e t r y  and (ii) h a s  been c e r t i f i e d  by t h e  b o a r d  as

28 e d u c a t i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  to p r e s c r i b e  a n d  use p h a r m a c e u t i c a l

27 ag ents.

20 P r o v i d e d ,  however, that no c o u r s e  or c o u r s e s  in p h a r m a c o l o g y
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1 s h a l l  be a p p r o v e d  by the b o a r d  u n l e s s  (i) t a u g h t  by an

2 i n s t i t u t i o n  havi ng  f a c i l i t i e s  for b o t h  t h e  d i d a c t i c  and c l i n i c a l

3 i n s t r u c t i o n  in p h a r m a c o l o g y  and wh ic h  is a c c r e d i t e d  by  a r e g i o n a l

^ or p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c c r e d i t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  is r e c o g n i z e d  and

£ a p p r o v e d  by t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  P o s t s e c o n d a r y  A c c r e d i t a t i o n  or the
*

6 U n i t e d  s t a t e s  O f f i c e  of E d u c a t i o n  and (ii) t r a n s c r i p t

7 credit for t h e  c o u r s e  o r  c o u r s e s  is c e r t i f i e d  to t he  b o a r d  by the

8 i n s t i t u t i o n  as b e i n g  e q u i v a l e n t  i n  b o t h  h o u r s  a n d  c o n t e n t  to

9 t h o s e  c o u r s e s  in p h a r n a c o l o g y  r e g u i r e d  b y  t h e  o t h e r  l i c e n s i n g

i
10 b o a r d s  in t h i s  C h a p t e r  w h o s e  l i c e n s e e s  or r e g i s t r a n t s  are

11 . p e r m i t t e d  the use of p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  in t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e i r
I

12 p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r a c t i c e . 1*

I13 Sec. 3. G.S. 9 0 — |j 8 . 10 as t he  s a m e  a p p e a r s  in t h e  1975
Jl

II4 R e p l a c e m e n t  V o l u m e  2C of the G e n e r a l  S t a t u t e s  is h e r e b y  a m e n d e d

1'1^ by a d d i n g  at the end t h e r e o f  a new p a r a g r a p h  to re a d  as f o l l o w s :

!16 “In i s s u i n y  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of r e n e w a l ,  the b o a r d  s h a l l  e x p r e s s l y
* U

[17 s t a t e  w h e t h e r  su ch  person, o t h e r w i s e  l i c e n s e d  in the p r a c t i c e  of

I
18 o p t o m e t r y ,  has been c e r t i f i e d  to p r e s c r i b e  and u s e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l

P19 agents. ** i-

I?
Sec. <1. G.S. 9 0 - ||0 . 1 | as t he  s a m e  a p p e a r s  in t he  !975

21 R e p l a c e m e n t  V o l u m e  2C of the G e n e r a l  S t a t u t e s  is h e r e b y  a m e n d e d

22 b y  i n s e r t i n g  in line 8 t h e r e o f  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  the word

23 " re fu s ed "  and b e f o r e  the s e m i c o l o n  .the words:

2h "; or s h a l l  p r a c t i c e  or a t t e m p t  t o  p r a c t i c e  o p t o m e t r y  by m e a n s

25 or m e t h o d s  that the  bo?:rd h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  is b e y o n d  t h e  s c o p e  of

26 the p e r s o n ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  training'*.

27 Sec. 5. A r t i c l e  6 of C h a p t e r  90 o f  the G e n e r a l  S t a t u t e s

20 is h e re b y a m e n d e d  by i n s e r t i n g  t h e r e i n  a n e w  s e c t i o n  G.S. 90-

S e n a t e  Dill H2*) 3

1



1 12 5 . | to read as fo llows:

2 "$ 9 0 — 1 25. | - Ki l li ng  p r e s c r i p t i o n s .— L e g a l l y  l i c e n s e d

3 d r u g g i s t s  of this S t a t e  may f i l l  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  of o p t o m e t r i s t s

Jj d u l y  l i c e n s e d  by  t he  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  S ta te B o a r d  of  E x a m i n e r s  in

fy O p t o m e t r y  to p r es cr i b e ,  a p p l y  o r  u s e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .”
*

6 Sec. 6 . G.S. 9 0 - 8 7 ( 2 2 ) (a) as t h e  s a m e  a p p e a r s  in  the

7 1975 R e p l a c e m e n t  V o l u m e  2C of the G e n e r a l  S t a t u t e s  i s  h e r e b y

3 a m e n d e d  by i n s e r t i n g  in l i n e  | t h e r e o f  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  the

9 wo r d " d e n t i s t , "  and p r e c e d i n g  the wo r d " v e t e r i n a r i a n "  t h e  voni

IQ " o p t o m e t r i s t , " .

■)! Sec. 7. T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  a ct a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  o n l y

12 to t ho se  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i c e n s e d  p u r s u a n t  t h e t e t o  and

-jj s h a l l  n o t ]  r e s t r i c t ,  e x p an d , or o t h e r w i s e  a l t e r

I k  th o se  o t h e r  p r a c t i c e s  or ac ts  g o v e r n e d  by C h a p t e r  SO o f  the

^  G e n e r a l  Statutes.

Sec. 8 . T h is  a ct  shall b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  on a nd  a f t e r

1? J u l y  |, |977.

18

19

2 0  

21 

22 

23 

2h

25

2 6  

27 

20
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PROFESSIONS AND VOCATIONS § 463.02

r ter  «uch revoea-

»kon to the op- 
"Ti subject to like 

that any nucli II* 
provlalnna of Ihls 
.ic circuit court In 

a certificate, un- 
i i i D U l l e d  uud U m t  
me and f o r t h w i t h

s n t a r l e i
• p r o c t M l  F i o n a *  ■ 
i l l * *  P r o c e d u r e  A c t .  

H i  (Fall IJM).

070 [Bee I 11.01]
p a r t m e n l  o f  P r o f e a -  
j n » l  I t c r u l a l t o n .

' [Repealed by Law*

tie diploma, license,

.. Ilcenne, record, or 
.- Iwtuod unlawfully

r tlian tils own nr

d ifferen t  n a m e ;
;n connection with 
m an a practltlon* 
nlliurlr.ed to prnc-

suapemlrd or re-

• us provided In n

v. 70-1 CO, } 3, el l .

uni |irui;riirn ahull

175- B . ' f  | m J 0 ( »
■ l u l l i - t l o n .  l l , M  , „ n y  

l l m r i m  o ( K r c n r d a  
> . • I n i n i l  o f  1 'i o fr *-  
' i * l  Hv s u Ia I I o i i .

•870 (Be* I 11.01)
V|«anm*nl o f  P r o L a -  

u l o n a l  U r s u l a  Won.

452.70 Repeat** by Law* 1076. c. 7G-IG0. I 3, «ff. J u ly  I, 1970 ( S e a l  11.61 J
L a * * *  IM S .  c .  CS-10S. || I ) .  30. p r o v i d e d  

f o r  c h a n r *  t o  d l v t a l o n  o f  h r a l i f ,  n f  111* 
d r p n r l n i . n l  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  
a e r t l c o t  f o r  a t a l o  I x i a r d  o r  l . r a l l l i

C h a n p t  I n  r u . a i . 1 S f i .  *’ ( l i r p a r t m e n l  
o f  H e a l t h  a n d  l l e h a b l l l t a t l v a  K r r v l c r a l "

462.21 Om itted  In FU.6I.I807
R a p . i l  b y  L a w .  1*03. e .  67-i»e, t  t . 

P a r i  I. c h a p t e r  «S■ w a *  r e p e a l e d .  Hec- 
t l o n  > o f  ( h i .  * c t  p r o v i d e d  t h a t :  " U i l .  
a c t  . l u l l  l a k e  e f f e c t  t h e  f i r . I  d a y  o f

e u h . l l l u l e d  b y  t h n  d l v l . l n n  n f  a l a t u t n r y  
r e v l a l n t i  f o r  " d l v l n l n n  o f  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  o f  h e a l t h  a m i  r r l u . l i M I I . W v a  
e o r v l r e a ”  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  a l K d l t l o n  o f  t h e  
d l v l . l n n  o f  h e a l t h  b y  l . * w *  1971. c .  71- U .  
1 1

t h e  f l r . t  m o n t h  f o l l o w l n r  t h n  f l r a t  r « * u -  
l a r  a n a . I o n  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  l e t l . l a t u r a  h e l d  
a u b a e q u c n t  t o  J u l y  1. 1907."

C H A P T E R  463. O PTO M ETR Y
Bee.
<13.IIS Optometric aerrlce. for certain 
.  public ayendea (NcerJ.

Rapeal af Chapter

Loir*  IB79, c. 7C-ICB, fAs f lcpulotory Hcfnrm Act of 1970, \cfiich pne  
vlde i  for legl t lal lve rcvlr i r uf prngramt  ond function! which regulate 
profenlont.  occupation!. ho t i na t .  I ndmtrg and other endravori  in 
Flor ida; prodded  (n  ter I Inn 3 of thr lair for repeal of I h l t  chapter on 
July I ,  1978. For the prodt lont  directing the rcgulalorg  rcuieto and 
o l l t l l ng  of o i l  i t a l u i e i  affected bg L a i n  1970. c. 70-ICB. tee f  11.01' 
and tiofe* thereunder.

463.01 " O p to m t l r y "  and ' 'o p to m i t r l i t "  daflned [ f tepea l td  by Lawa 1876, o.
70-168, 1 3, eff. Ju ly  t, 1978. Sen f 11.01)

The  prac t ice  o f  optometry  Is i lcelnred n profession, olid, for the  purpose 
of HiIr c h ap te r ,  la defined its follows, vie: to lie th e  dlngnosl* nf ihe  hum an  
eye mid Its appendages,  the employm ent of  itny objec t ive  o r  anb jcct lvc  
mennn o r  method* for the purpose of de te rm in ing  th e  re frac t ive  iwnvorn of 
t h e  hurnnn eyes,  o r  any visual,  m uscular ,  uctirnlnulrni,  nr ann tondc  nunninllps 
o f  the  hum an  eye* and the ir  apiiendnROs, uud (he proscribing and employ- 
m ea t  o f  lenaes, prlainn, fritmoH. mountings.  o r lh o p tlc  exercises ,  l ight fre- 
gueneleH, ami any  o th e r  menus o r  m ethods fur th e  cur reel  Ion, remedy, or  
relief of  any Insufficiencies o r  iduiormnl condit ions of the  hum an  eyea and 

' th e i r  apitciuliigcs. An op tom etr is t  Is one who prnrllecN op tom etry  In accord- 
■lice w i th  the  nrovlalona of l ids  chap ter .
Amended hy U w u  107.V e. 7.VATO, 1 1. off. J u n e  27. 11173. i

amended thinL a w *  1976, c .  76-339 
• e c t l o u  w i t h o u t  c h a n a e .
C r o a .  R e f e r e n c e .

N o n p r o f i t  o p t o m e t r i c  a r r v l c n  co r-  
p o r a t l n n a ,  a r e  I  637.011 a t  a c q .
1. C o m t l l u t l o n a l l l y  

W l i c r c  t l i t n  « r r t lm >  d e f i n i n g  o p l o m r t r y  
a n d  o i i t o n i c t r l a t i .  I n  a d d i t i o n  I n  p r o l i l h -  
lllnrr d l a g n o . l .  n f  h u m a n  r y e  a n d  I t .  a p ­

p e n d . r < .  b y  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  a n y  .
o h j r i ' i l v r  o r  a u b j r c t . v e "  m e n u * .  . d r -  

• r r i l i r d  a n d  d e l i n e a t e d  I n  d e t a i l  a c t i v i ­
t i e s  l u o h l l i l t r i l ,  r o m l u r l  m n iK h t  I n  b e  
c o n d e m n e d  w a a  r l c a i l y  d e f i n e d ,  a n d  t h i n  
a e r l l o  i m  n o t  u n r r m . W l u t l m i a l  m i  
g r o u n d  t h a t  I t  w a a  no v i i t f u n  a m i  a m b l a -  
11 n i l  * l h a l  I I  d e p r i v e d  d r l e i i i l a i i t  o f  I I I .  
r  i i im  111 ii 11 i i r i i i  I r ’ r l i l a ,  S t a l e  v .  Y a u e a ,  
231 So .? i l  212 (197(1).

463.02 F lor ida  i l a t e  board of op tom stry  (Ropoa ad by Law* 1070, e. 70-168, 
I 3. eff.  Ju ly  I, 1970. Baa 111.01]

(1) T h e  p ract ice  of optometry  ami th e  enforcement, nf  thla law itlmll Ik* u n ­
d e r  liic *u|s?rvlalon of an  exiimlnluK ami llceiiNliiK tmiiril lo Ire known un the 
"F lo r id a  lltntn Hoard of Optom etry ."  Then* In hereby  r ron tcd  tvllhln Ihe 
dlvleUm nf pmfcaalonx of Ihe d ep ar tm en t  uf prufeaaloiuil mid oecu|ui(lopal 
regu la tion  the " F lo r id a  Htale Hoard o t  O ptom etry ,” which Itonrd atuill Ire 
composed of five ird optonielrlHin, cnrli of wlunn nhnll lie n rcnldeul of  the  
a ta tc  w ho  has been engaged In the  p ract ice  of oploriielry In the Btntc for not

1 loan th an  fou r  (4) yea rs  prrrr i l tn t :  tho t lmo of Ida appoin tm ent.
(2) T h e  governor ehnll npimlut Ihe mcmls-rs of th e  tHinrd, w i th  enrli  m em ­

ber  tieliiK appoin ted  for a term of four  (4) yenra o r  un til  lila oucecaaor In ap-
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LIST OF PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS BY NAME (OR TYPE I F  MOT NAMED) THAT 
STATE LAW OR REGULATIONS SPECIFY OPTOMETRISTS ARE PERMITTED TO USE

ARIZONA*. No l i s t .  E f f e c t i v e  1/1/32, t he  o p tome t r y  l aw a u t h o r i z e s
o p t om e t r i s t s  to  u t i l i z e  t hose d i a g n o s t i c  p h a rm a c e u t i c a l  agen ts  
known as t o p i c a l  a n e s t h e t i c s ,  c y c l o p l e g i c s  and m y d r i a t i c s .

ARKANSAS: 5. Approved Pha rmaec u t i c a l  Agents

The f o l l o w i n g  p h a rma c e u t i c a l  agen t s  a re  h e r e b y  approved 
f o r  use i n  t he  manner and s t r e n g t h s  i n d i c a t e d :

MAXIMUM
AGENT STRENGTH

T o p i c a l  A n e s t h e t i c s  (For Glaucoma S c r e e n i n g  On l y )

P r o p a r a c a i n e  H y d r o c h l o r i d e  (Oph t ha i ne )  .5%
Benox i n a t e  H y d r o c h l o r i d e  (Do rsaca i n e )  .4%
F l u r e s s

M y d r i a t i c s

Ph e n y l e p h r i n e  H y d r o c h l o r i d e  .• 2.5%
(Neo-Synephr i ne)

Hydroxyamphetamine Hydrobromide ( Pa r e d r i n e )  1%

C y c l o p l e g i c s

T r o p i c am i d e  (Myd r i a c y l )  • 1% (.5%)
C y c l o p e n t o l a t e  ( C y c l o g y l )  1% (.5%)

Dyes

F l u o r e s c e i n
Rose Benga l  1 %
Met hy l e ne  B l u e

A d d i t i o n a l  p h a rma c e u t i c a l  agents may be added when approved by 
. t he  c omm i t t e e .

CALIFORNIA: A r t i c l e  8 o f  Chapter  15, T i t l e  15, C a l i f o r n i a  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Code:

§1550. D e f i n i t i o n s .  As used i n  t h i s  A r t i c l e :
(a) "T op i c a l  P h a rma ce u t i c a l  Agents" means:

Maximum C o n c e n t r a t i o n  
Types o f  Drugs:  ' t h a t  may be used:
(1) M y d r i a t i c s

(a) Ph e n y l e p h r i n e  H y d r o c h l o r i d e :  2.5%
(b) HyclroxyamplU;tamine Hydrobrom i de :  1%



DELAWARE:

FLORIDA:

GEORGIA:

IDAHO:

INDIANA:

IOWA:

KANSAS:

KENTUCKY:

(2) Cyc lop leg ic s
(a) Tropicamide: 1%
(b) Cyc lopento la te :  1%
(c) l lomatropine Hydrobromide: 5%
(d) Atropine Su l f a te :  * 0.5%

(3) Topica l Anes the t ic s
(a) Proparacaine Hydroch lo r ide : 0.5%
(b) Benoxinate Hydroch lor ide : 0.4%
(c) P ipereca ine H yd ro ch lo r id e : . 2%

Section 3. Use o f drugs .

3.02 L icensees who have been du ly  au tho r i z ed  by the Board 
may, f o r  d i a gno s t i c  purposes on ly ,  make use o f the fo l l ow in g
c . lasses of t o p ic a l  ophthalmic d rug s ;  (1) a n e s t h e t i c s ,
(2) m yd r i a t i c s ,  (3) c y c lo p le g i c s ,  and (4) myo t ic s ;  p rov ided ,  
however, t h a t  any such au th o r i z a t io n  hy the Board s h a l l  not be 
construed as a u th o r i z in g  any l i c e n s e e  to d i spense or i s s u e  a • 
p r e s c r ip t i o n  fo r  d i a gno s t i c  drugs .

No l i s t .  An op tome t r i s t  may u t i l i z e  pharmaceut ica l  agents 
w i th in  the l im i t s  of h i s  educa t iona l  background and t r a i n i n g .

No l i s t .  An op tometr i s t  may u t i l i z e  t o p i c a l  pharmaceut ica l 
agents w i t h in  the l im i t s  of h i s  e d u ca t io na l  background and 
t r a i n i n g .

No l i s t .

No l i s t .  Every l i c en se d  O.D. i s  pe rm i t ted  to u t i l i z e  any 
d i a gno s t i c  pharmaceutica l agent

No l i s t .  The optometry law a u tho r i z e s  o p tom e t r i s t s  to u t i l i z e  
c y c lo p l e g i c s ,  m yd r ia t i c s  and t o p i c a l  a n e s th e t i c s  as d i a g n o s t i c  
agents .

No l i s t .  Kansas S ta te  Board of Examiners In Optometry Rules 
and Regu la t ions Sec. 65-6-30 a u th o r i z e s  op tom e t r i s t s  to 
u t i l i z e  to p ic a l  pharmacologica l agents known g e n e r i c a l l y  as 
a n e s th e t i c s ,  m y d r i a t i c s ,  and c y c l o p l e g i c s .

KY. AD. CODE §320.240 au tho r i ze s  op tometr i s t s  to adm in is te r  
d ia gno s t i c  pharmaceutica l agents l im i t e d  to m io t i c s  fo r  
emergency use on ly ,  m yd r i a t i c s ,  c y c l o p l e g i c s ,  and a n e s th e t i c s  
appl ied t o p i c a l l y  on ly ,  but ex c lu d in g  any drug c l a s s i f i e d  as a 
c o n t r o l l e d  subs tance .



--------I
LOUISIANA:

MAINE:

MINNESOTA:

MONTANA:

No l i s t .  Optometry law au tho r i z e s  op tom e t r i s t s  to u t i l i z e  
t o p ic a l  o cu la r  d i a g n o s t i c  pharmaceutica l agen ts .

Maine Board o f  Optometry Rules o f  P r a c t i c e  §90-382. 

AUTHORIZED DIAGNOSTIC PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS 
Topical Ane s th e t i c s :

r

Proparacaine hyd roch lo r ide  .5% (Ophthaine) 
Benocinate hyd roch lo r ide  .4% (Dorsacaine)
M yd r ia t i c s :

Hydroxyampnetamine hydrobromide 
1.00% (Paradr ine)

Phenylephr ine hyd roch lo r ide  2.5% (Neo-synephrine)

No l i s t .

A dm in i s t r a t i v e  Ru les of Montana §40-3.70(6)-S70020.

40-3.70(6)-S70020 RULES FOR DIAGNOSTIC PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS
(5) Upon l i c e n s u r e  or c e r t i f i c a t i o n  the p e rm is s io l e  drugs and 

t h e i r  concen t ra t ion s  are as f o l l o w s :

(a) M yd r ia t i c s
( i )  Phenylephrine Hydrochlor ide 2.5%
( i i )  Hydroxyamphetamine Hydrobromide 1.0%
(b) Cyc lop leg ic s
( i j  Tropicamide 1.0%
( i i )  Cyc lopento la te 1.0%
( i i i )  Homatropine Hydrobromide .5%

No l i s t , .  Pharmaceutical  agents mean a n e s t h e t i c s ,  
c y c lo p l e g i c s ,  i.nd m yd r ia t i c s  and may be used fo r  d i a g n o s t i c  
purposes by op tome t r i s t s  who are c e r t i f i e d  to use 
pharmaceutica l agents .

The fo l low ing  top ic a l  ophthalmic pharmaceut ica l  agents may be 
used in the concen t ra t ions s p e c i f i e d  fo r- d ia g n o s t i c  purposes 
by an op tometr i s t  who has been au tho r i z ed  by the board to do

( iv )  Atropine S u l f a t e
(c) Topica l Anes the t ic s

.5%
( i)  Proparacaine Hydrochloride
( i i )  Benoxinate Hydrochloride-
( i i i )  P iperoca ine Hydrochloride

.5%.4%2.0%
(d) M io t i c ,  on ly  in the event o f  an emergency . . .

so:



NEW JERSEY:

NEW MEXICO:

NORTH CAROLINA:

NORTH DAKOTA:

OREGON:

(a) M yd r ia t i c s :
1. Phenylephr ine h yd roch lo r id e ,  2.5 pe rcen t .
2. Hydroxyamphctamine hydrobromide, 1 percen t

(b) Cyc lop leg ic s :
1. Tropicamide, 1 pe rcen t .
2. Cyc lopen to la te ,  1 percent
3. Homatropine hydrobroinide, 5 percen t
4. Atropine s u l f a t e ,  0.5 percent

(c) Topica l an e s th e t i c s :
1. Proparacaine, h yd roch lo r id e ,  0.5 pe rcen t .
2. Benoxinate h yd ro ch lo r id e ,  0.4 pe rcen t .
3. P iperoca ine hydroch lor ide , .  2 pe rcen t .

(d) M io t i c s :
1. P i lo c a rp in e ,  1 percent in o rd in a r y  use .
2. P i lo c a rp in e ,  3 percent f o r  emergency use o n ly .

No l i s t .

No l i s t .  Optometry law au tho r i z e s  op tom e t r i s t s  to  u t i l i z e  • 
to p ic a l  o cu la r  d i a gno s t i c  pharmaceut ica l agen t s .

No l i s t .  An op tome t r i s t  may u t i l i z e  pharmaceu t ica l  agents 
w i th in  the l im i t s  of h i s  educa t iona l  background and t r a i n i n g .

No l i s t .  Optometry law au tho r i z e s  op tom e t r i s t s  to  u t i l i z e  
o cu la r  d i a g n o s t i c  pharmaceutical  agen ts .

OR. AD. RULES §852-8-010:

D iagnos t ic  Pharmaceutical  Agents
852-80-010 D iagnos t ic  pharmaceutica l agents f o r  t o p i c a l  use 

in the p r a c t i c e  o f optometry:
(1) Anes the t i c s :
(a) Benoxinate 0.4%
(b) Proparacaine HC1 0.5%
(2) Cyc lop leg ic s/Mydr ia t i c s :
(a) Cyc lopen to la te ,  not to exceed 1%
(b) Hydroxyamphetamine HBr 1%
(c) Phenylephr ine MCI, not to exceed 1%
(d) Tropicamide, not to exceed 1%
(3) Dyes:
(a) F luo re sce in  Na impregnated paper s t r i p s ,  as commonly used 
in the p r a c t i c e  o f optometry fo r  some t ime; not to be s to red  
in l i q u i d  form.
(b) Rose bengal 1% *-
(4) M io t i c s  ( fo r  emergency use on ly ) :  P i l o c a rp in e ,  not to 
cxceeJ 4%; p r io r  to use , c o n su l t a t i o n  w ith a competent 
phys ic ian  s h a l l  he he ld i f  at a l l  p o s s i b l e .  The Board 
recommends tha t  any pa t i e n t  demonstra t ing any adverse  r e a c t io n  
due to the i n s t i l l a t i o n  ol any d i a g n o s t i c  pharmaceu t ica l  agent 
be r e f e r r e d  Lo a competent phy s ic ian  as soon as p r a c t i c a b l e .



\

PENNSYLVANIA:

On '1/22/00 the Board proposed to amend OAR 052-00-010 by 
add i t io n s  as fo l l ow s  ( add i t io n s  unde r l in ed ) :

DIAGNOSTIC PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS
052-00-010 D iagnos t ic  Pharmaceut ical  agents f o r  t o p i c a l  use in 
the p r a c t i c e  o f optometry:
Anes the t i c s :  Benoxinate 0.4%

Proparacaine HC1 0.5%

Cyc lop leg ic s/Mydr ia t i c s :
Cyc lopen to la te ,  not to exceed 1% 
Hydroxyamphetamine HBr 1%
Phenylephrine HC1, not to  exceed 10%
Tropicamide, not to exceed 1%

Dyes: F luo re sce in  Na impregnated paper s t r i p s ,  as
commonly used in the p r a c t i c e  o f  optometry f o r  
some t ime; not to be s to red  in l i q u i d  form.
Rose bengal 1%
F lu u r e s o f t  (Fluorexon .35%)

Combined agen t s :
F lu r e s s  ( F luo re s ce in ,  Sodium, 0.25%, and 
Benoxinate HCL, 1%)

Cyclomydr i l (Cyc lopen to la te  HCL, 0.2% and 
Phenylepherine HCL, 1%)

Any other FDA approved combi na t ion  o f  two or 
' niore agents appearing on t i n s " l i s t  which may 

be" used fo r  o cu la r  d i a g n o s t i c  purposes .

M io t i c s :  ( fo r  emergency use o n l y I )
P i lo c a rp in e ,  not to exceed 4%; p r i o r  to use ,  
c o n su l t a t io n  with a competent phy s ic ian  s h a l l  be 
he ld  i f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e .

Optometr is ts  who are app rop r ia t e l y  q u a l i f i e d  pursuant to the 
Act of  March 1, 1974, (Act No. 29 of 1974), 63 P .S . ,  Sec t ion 
231 c t .  s e q . ,  s h a l l  be perm it ted to  u t i l i z e  the fo l l ow in g  
drugs in t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  of Optometry, by order of the 
Secre ta ry  o f Hea lth , October 12, 1974, f i n a l i z e d  Apr i l  26, 
1975.
A. Local a n e s th e t i c s :

Benoxinate Hydroch lor ide - Ophthalmic So lu t ion  (0.4%) 
Proparaca ine Hydrochlor ide - Ophthalmic S o lu t ion  (0.5%)

B, M io t i c s :

P i lo ca rp ine  N i t r a t e  Ophthalmic So lu t ion  U.S.P . (1%) 
P i lo ca rp ine  Hydroch lor ide Ophthalmic So lu t ion  U.S.P . (1%)



C. M yd r ia t i c s  and/or c y c lo p le g i c s :

RHODE ISLAND:

SOUTH DAKOTA: 

TENNESSEE:

UTAH:

. .. Eucatrop ine Hydroch loride U.S.P. - Ophthalmic So lu t ion  (5%) 
Homatropine Hydrobromide Ophthalmic So lu t ion  U.S.P. (2%) 
Hydroxyamphetamine Hydrobromide Ophthalmic So lu t ion  U.S.P. (1/2%)
Tropicamide Ophthalmic So lu t ion  U.S.P . (1%)
Atropine S u l f a t e  Ophthalmic So lu t ion  U.S .P . (1%)

Ophthalmic Ointment (1%)
Psyc lopen to la te  Hydrochlor ide - Ophthalmic So lu t ion  (1%) 
Scopolamine Hydrobrornide U.S.P. - Ophthalmic So lu t ion  

U.S.P. (.25/a)
Ephedrine S u l f a t e  U.S.P. - Ophthalmic So lu t ion  (5%) 
Phenylephrine Hydrochlor ide - Ophthalmic So lu t ion  U.S.P. (10%)
A l l Po tenc ies l i s t e d  above are the maximum a l lowab le  
po ten c i e s .

No l i s t .  Any to p ic a l  a n e s th e t i c ,  m yd r ia t i c  and m io t i c  i s  
a l lowed. Cyc lop leg ic s  are not s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned but the 
r u l e  o f  m yd r ia t i c  can be app l ie d .  By Board recommendation 
a t rop ine su lpha te  in any percentage i s  d i s cou raged .

No l i s c .  Optometry law au tho r i z e s  op tom e t r i s t s  to u t i l i z e  
top ic a l  pharmaceutical  agents f o r  d i a g n o s t i c  purposes.

No l i s t .  An op tometr i s t  may u t i l i z e  pharmaceut ica l agen ts ,  to 
w i t ,  m io t i c s ,  m yd r ia t i c s ,  c y c l o p l e g i c s ,  and a n e s t h e t i c s ,  
w i th in  the l im i t s  c f  h i s  educa t iona l  background and t r a i n i n g .

(e) T op i c a l l y  appl ied d i a g n o s t i c  agents as used here in 
s h a l l  be de f in ed  as the fo l l ow in g :

( i )  Commercial ly prepared t o p i c a l  a n a e s th e t i c s  as
fo l l ow s :  proparacaine HCL 0.5/, benoxinate  1ICL 0.4%, 
piperoca ine 2%, and t e t r a c a in e  0.5%;

( i i )  Tropicamide in s t reng th  o f not g r e a te r  than 1%, 
c y c lopen to la te  in s t reng th  of not g re a te r  than 1%, and 
a t rop ine s u l f a t e  in s t reng th  o f not g re a te r  than 0.5%;

( i i i )  Penylephr ine HCL in s t reng th  o f  not g r e a te r  than 
2.5%, hydroxyamphetamine in s t r eng th  o f not g re a te r  than 1%;

t .

( iv )  Such o thers  as may be from time to t ime determined 
by the Optometric Committee of the Utah S ta te  Bus iness 
Regu la t ions D iv i s io n  in c o n su l t a t io n  w i th  a l i c e n s e d  phys ic ian  
s p e c i a l i z i n g  in d i s ea se s  and su rge ry  of the eye, appointed by 
t lie Utah Medica l A s so c ia t ion ,  and a pharmaco log is t  appointed 
by the Medical Center of the U n i v e r s i t y  of Utah. Any



f I

• WEST VIRGINIA:

WISCONSIN:

WYOMING:

i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  not c e r t i f i e d  to u t i l i z e  d i a g n o s t i c  
pharmaceutical agents hereunder s h a l l  post w i th  the Optometry 
Committee of the Utah S ta te  Bus iness Regu la t ion s  D i v i s io n  an 
a f f i d a v i t  s t a t i n g  tha t  the person i s  not now c e r t i f i e d  nor 
does the person d e s i r e  to c e r t i f y  to use d i a g n o s t i c  
pharmaceutical agents .

Topical agents f o r , t h e  eye and t r e a t i n g  the a n t e r i o r  segments 
on ly .  No o ra l  or i n j e c t i b l e  pharmaceu t ica l s  are pe rm i t ted  in 
any form whatsoever .

(9) "D iagnos t ic  pharmaceutical  agent" means any o f the 
t o p i c a l ,  o c u l a r ,  d i a g n o s t i c ,  pharmaceut ica l agents l i s t e d  
below i f  used in accordance w i th  che fo l l ow in g  c o n d i t i o n s :  
agents may be used in s t reng th s  no g r e a te r  than the s t r e n g th s  
ind ica ted  in the l i s t ;  may be used by the op tom e t r i s t  on ly  and 
may not be dispensed by the op tome t r i s t  to  p a t i e n t s  f o r  
s e l f - a dm in i s t r a t io n .

(a) M yd r ia t i c s
1. Phenylephrine 2.5%
2. Hydroxyamphetamine 1%
(b) Cyc lop leg ic s
1. Tropicamide 1%
2. Cyc lopento la te 1%
(c) Topical  Anesthet ic s
1.Benoxinate 0.4%
2. Proparacaine 0.5%
3. Te t raca ine  0.5%
4. Benoxinate 0.4% - F luo re sce in  0.25% Combination
(d) Dyes
1. F luo re sce in  0.25% - Benoxinate 0.4% Combination

No l i s t .  Optometry law au tho r i z e s  op tom e t r i s t s  to use 
d ia gno s t i c  agents ,  t o p i c a l l y  app l ie d ,  known g e n e r i c a l l y  as 
c y c lo p l e g i c s ,  m yd r ia t i c s ,  t o p i c a l  a n e s t h e t i c s ,  dyes and fo r  
emergency use on ly  m io t i c s  f o r  immediate a dm in i s t r a t i o n  to the 
u l t im a te  u s e r .

mm



A M E R I C A N  O P T O M E T R I C  A S S O C I A T I O N

BULLETIN 
from the 

COMMITTEE ON STATE AGENCIES 
COMMUNITY HEALTH DIVISION

VOLUME XXXII I , BULLETIN NO. 36 
TO:

Mav 28, 1975

State A ssoc ia t ion P re s id en t s ,  L ega l-Leg i s la t i v e  Chairmen,
A t to rneys ,  Execu t ives

FROM: V i r g i l  L. Rhodes, O.D., Chairman
SUBJECT: Oregon L eg i s l a t i o n
DIST: 0, T, Dr. P i t t s ,  D iv i s ion  Execut ive Committee Chairmen, CHD-EC,

SAC, ED, WOD, GC, C, AA, D iv i s ion  D i r e c to r s ,  E, NE, Drs.Hoi combe,
Lind, Rush, Res lock ,  Adm in i s t r a t i v e  Heads o f  Schools and Col leges

On Tuesdav, Mav 20, 1975, Oreoon Governor Robert W. Straub s igned in to  law House 
B i l l  No. 2740.
A cooy o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  as enac ted ,  i s  a t tached .
The b i l l  passed the House bv a vote o f  31 to 27, and the Senate bv a vote o f  20 
to 10.
Oregon i s  the fourth s t a t e  to  enact l e g i s l a t i o n  au tho r i z in g  op tometr i s t s  to u t i l i z e  
d ia gno s t i c  pharmaceutical agents.  The three o the r  s t a t e s  and the dates o f t h e i r  
enactment are Rhode I s l a n d  (Ju lv  16, 1971), Pennsv lvania (March 1, 1974) and 
Tennessee (Mav 8, 1975).
[ I n  add i t ion  there are seven o ther  s t a t e s  th a t  do not s t a t u t o r i l y  p r o h ib i t  the 
use o f  DPAs bv op tome t r i s t s :  severa l  o f  these s t a t e s  have a t to rney general 
opinions (+favorab le ) (-unfavorable) on t h i s  oo int :  F lo r i d a  (o ld  AG-), Idaho , Ind iana 
(AG+), Minnesota, Nevada (AG+), New Jersev (AG-r), V i r g in i a  (AG-).]
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O R E G O N  L E G I S L A T I V E  A S S E M B L Y — 1975 R E G U L A R  S E S S I O N

Enrolled
H o u s e

Sponsored bv Representatives OTTO, G R A N N E L L ,  G W I N N ,  W A L D E N ,  
* Senators H O W A R D ,  J E R N S T E D T

CHAPTER.

A N  A C T

Relating to the practice of optometry; amending O R S  683.010, 683.040,
683.060 and 683.270.

B ©  It Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon:
•

Section 1. O R S  683.010 is amended to read:

683.010. As used in this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise:
(1) "Board” means the Oregon Board of Optometry.
(2) "Practice of optometry” means the employment of any means other 

than the use of drugs, except diagnostic agents, topically applied, k n o w n  
generically as cycloplegics, mydriatics, topical anesthetics, dyes such as 
fluorescein, and, for emergency use only, miotics, for the measurement or 
assistance of the powers or range of h u m a n  vision or the determination of 
the accommodative and refractive states of the h u m a n  eye or the scope of 
its functions in general or the adaptation of lenses or frames for the aid 
thereof, subject to the limitations of O R S  683.040.

(3) "Trial frames” or “test lenses” means any frame or lens used in 
testing the eye which is not sold and not for sale.

Section 2. O R S  683.040 is amended to read:

683.040. (1) Every person desiring to commence the practice of optom­
etry in tl is state must show by satisfactory evidence that he is of good 
moral chixacter and has graduated from a school of optometry which is 
recognized and approved by the board and which maintains a standard of 
four school years of at least nine months each.

(2) Lvery person desiring to commence the practice of optometry 
after January 1, 1976, or employ the use of diagnostic agents shall in addi­
tion to the requirements of subsection (1) of this section have satisfactorily 
completed a course in pharmacology, as it applies to optometry, by an 
institution accredited by a regional or professional accreditation organiza­
tion which is recognized or approved by the National Commission on 
Accrediting or the United States Commissioner of Education, with particu­
lar emphasis on the topical application of diagnostic agents to the eye for 
the purpose of examination of the h u man eye and the analysis of ocular 
functions, approved by the Oregon Board of Optometry.

Section 3. O R S  683.060 is amended to read:

683.060. (1) A n y  ;>.rson w h o  has signified to the board his desire 
to be examined by it and w h o  has filed proof that he is qualified under 
this chapter and the rules of the board to take such examination shall 
appear before the board at such time and place as the board m a y  designate, 
and before beginning the examination the applicant shall pay $50 to the 
secretary of the board. At the examinations the board shall examine 
applicants in the anatomy of the eye, in the use of diagnostic agents in; used 
topically, in normal and abnormal refractive and accommodative and m u s­
cular conditions and coordination of the eye, in subjective and objective



optometry, including the fitting of glasses, the principles of lens grinding 
and frame adjusting, and in such other subjects as pertain to the science 
and practice of optometry, such subjects to be enumerated in a publication 
by the board.

(2) The board may, in its discretion, accept the certificate of success­
ful examination of the National Board of Examiners in Optometry in one 
or more areas of the examination in lieu of its written examination in such 
areas.

(3) If an applicant shall fail to pass a second' examination, the board 
m a y  permit additional examinations upon compliance by the applicant 
with the law and the rules of the board.

Section 4. O R S  633.270 is amended to read:

633.270. The powers and duties of the board are as follows:
(1) To organize and elect from its membership a president and secre­

tary of the board, each of w h o m  shall hold office for one year, or until the 
election and qualification of a successor.

(2) To adopt and use a c o m m o n  seal.
(3) To employ agents, attorneys and inspectors to secure evidence of, 

report on, and prosecute all violations of this chapter and to employ other 
necessary assistance in the carrying out of the provisions of this chapter, 
and to pay the same from the funds provided in this chapter.

(4) To hold regular meetings at least once a year at which an examina­
tion of applicants for certificates of registration shall’ be held, at such 
places as the board shall from time to time designate, and specialmeetings 
upon request of a majority of the members of the board or upon the call 
of the president.

(5) To keep an accurate record of all proceedings of the board and of 
all of its meetings, of all prosecutions for violations of this chapter, and of 
all examinations held for applicants for certificates of registration, with 
the names and addresses of all persons talking examinations and their suc­
cess or failure to pass such examinations. All the records of the board shall
be public and shall be kept in the office of the board.

(G) To keep an accurate inventory of all.property of the board and of 
the state in the possession of the board and to 'obtain a receipt therefor 
from its successor.

(7) To keep a register of optometrists which shall contain the names 
and addresses of all persons to w h o m  certificates of registration have been 
issued in the State of Oregon, together with the date of the issuance of 
such certificate and the place or places of business in which each optometrist 
is engaged, and all renewals, revocations and suspensions thereof.

(8) To grant or refuse to grant certificates of registration as provided 
in this chapter and to revoke the certificate of registration ox any optom­
etrists for any of the causes specified in O R S  683.140.

(9) To designate diagnostic pharmaceutical agents for topical use in
tho practice of optometry from amo n g  the generic categories enumerated 
within subsection (2) of O R S  GS3.010. Said designation shall take place not 
later than January 1, 197G, and shall be with the advice and guidance of tho 
Board of Medical Examiners for the State of Oregon.

" [W ]  (1°) To adm inister oaths and take testimony upon granting and 
revoking or suspending any certificate of registration.

1(10)] (11) To m a k e  rules not inconsistent with the laws of this state 
as are deemed necessary or proper to carry out the lawful powers and 
duties of the board, as m a y  be necessary or proper to determine the qual­
ifications of applicants for a certificate to practice optometry in this state, 
and to establish educational, moral and professional standards for such 
applicants, subject to the laws of this state. If an applicant fails to pass a 
second examination the board m a y  adopt rules which m a y  provide the 
required courses of study before further examination.o ----------
Enrolled House Bill 2740 Page 2
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, A r  ' • "From: Ann J. Haney, S e c r e t a r y  \j

Department of R e f l a t i o n  and Licensing

*
■Subject: Report on Diagnostic Pharmaceutical Agents

D»te: 'January 20, 1901 File lief:

A t  tny request, staff from the Bureau of Health Professions in the 

Department of Regulation and Licensing have submitted a preliminary report 

and recommendations concerning the use of DPAs by optometrists. A  compila­

tion of the statistics from May, 1979, to November, 1980, reported to the 

Department by DPA certified optometrists show the following:
•  « •  * ^  •  r  * •  *  • •  • •  r

280 optometrists are certified to use D P A’s 

215 certified optometrists have used DPA's on 

99,220 patients 

65 certified optometrists have not used DPA's* 

in their practice

Of the 99,226 patients" to whom DPA's were administered, 4,359 patients 

verc referred to appropriate medical specialists for a variety of medical 

problems. • .

Twelve certified optometrists reported that 20 patients had mild to moderate 

adverse drug reactions (eye stinging, allergy). Some of these patients were 

referred to medical specialists and other patients reactions were cleared up 

•within a short period of time (10-15 minutes).

Based on the statistics reported it appears that many patients benefited by 

the use of DPA's. These patients were referred to appropriate medical 

specialists for possible medical problems that may otherwise have gone 

undetermined. „.»•

The only problem reported involved the above 20 patients where a reaction 

occurred. All of these reactions were reported a mild to moderate discom­

fort lasting no longer than 48 hours. While there were mi l d  physical

reactions in less than 1% of the patients, there were no reports of

• psychological reactions.

'v‘ On the basis of the above dntn staff recommended that s. 449.17 (1) and

(7), Stats., be repealed effective July 1, 1982.

Staff further recommended that the Department consider further statute 

and code revisions at a later date.

AO 75



They arc as follows:

1. Fees (to correspond with other •■certified or

licensed individuals) to cover administrative

nr.d examination costs, and the cslnblislimcnt of 

a renewal date.

2, Deletion of the code provision that requires the

optometrist to submit a report to the Department

on use of DPA's and any adverse drug reaction. 

Physicians, dentists and osteopaths are not required 

to report adverse reactions by patients. In addition, 

the minimal number of adverse reactions (20) do not 

justify our reviewing and filing 1,000 pieces of 

paper over an 18 month period.



AN ACT to repeal 449-17 (1) and (7) of the statutes, relating to m a k i n g  

permanent the authorization for optometrists to use topical ocular 

diagnostic pharmaceutical agents. . .

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Chapter 280, laws of 1977, authorized optometrists to use topical 

ocular diagnostic pharmaceutical agents under certain conditions. These 

conditions include having an approved plan for the referral of p a tients 

who experience adverse reactions, successful completion of a p h a r m a c o l o g y  

examination and specific education on the use of such agents.

The enacting law provided that the use of such agents was autho r i z e d  

only until July 1, 1982. On January 1, 1982, the department of regulation 

•and licensing is required to report to the legislature on the use of such 

‘agents by optometrists, including the health benefits and problems 

involved in such use and whether or not any individual is I noun to have 

suffered any physical or psychological reaction to such an agent and the 

severity of the reaction.

Under this bill, the July 1, 1982, "sunset" provision is removed, 

thus authorizing optometrists to continue to use topical ocular d i a g n o s t i c  

pharmaceutical agents subject to the same conditions currently imposed in 

the statutes and by administrative rules promulgated by the d e p a r t m e n t  of 

regulation and licensing.

• T h e  people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly,
J§

do enact, as follows;** . ' ’i »•
SECTION I. 449.17 (1) and (7) of the statutes arc repealed.

SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE P A T E . This act takes effect on J u l y  1 , 1982.

(End)



3 2 - 1 7 0 1  PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS

C H A P T E R  16.—O P T O M E TR Y
E ffe c t ive  Janua ry  1, 10(12

A R T I C L E  1 .  
S e c .
3 2 - 1 7 0 1 .  
3 2 - 1 7 0 2 .

G E N E R A L  P R O V I S I O N S
p u b -

D e f l n l t i o n s .
I t o a r d  o f  o p t o m e t r y ;  a p p o i n t ­

m e n t ;  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ;  t e r m ;  
r e m o v a l .

3 2 - 1 7 0 3 .  O r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  b o a r d ;  c o m ­
p e n s a t i o n ;  I m m u n i t y :  t r e a t ­
m e n t  o f  m o n e y  r e c e i v e d .

3 2 - 1 7 0 4 .  P o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  
b o a r d ;  m e e t i n g s .

3 2 - 1 7 0 5 ,  3 2 - 1 7 0 6 .  R e p e a l e d .

A R T I C L E  2 .  
3 2 - 1 7 2 1 .

L I C E N S I N G
P e r s o n s  u n d  n e t s  n o t  a f f e c t e d  

b y  t h i s  c h a p t e r .
3 2 - 1 7 2 2 .  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a p p l i c a n t ;  

a p p l i c a t i o n s .
3 2 - 1 7 2 3 .  R e c i p r o c i t y .
3 2 - 1 7 2 4 .  E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  a p p l i c a n t s ;  

t i m e  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n .
3 2 - 1 7 2 6 .  I s s u a n c e  o f  l i c e n s e .
3 2 - 1 7 2 6 .  R e n e w a l  o f  l i c e n s e ;  c o n t i n u i n g  

o f  e d u c a t i o n ;  f a i l u r e  t o  r e ­
n e w .

3 2 - 1 7 2 7 .  F e e s .

A R T I C L E  S . R E G U L A T I O N S
3 2 - 1 7 4 1 . P r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r y  w i t h o u t  a  

l i c e n s e  p r o h i b i t e d .

S e c .
3 2 - 1 7 4 2 .  R e g i s t e r i n g  w i t h  b o a r d ;  

l i e  r e g i s t r y  f i l e .
3 2 - 1 7 4 3 .  G r o u n d s  f o r  c e n s u r e ,  p r o b a ­

t i o n ,  s u s p e n s i o n  o r  r e v o c a ­
t i o n  o f  l i c e n s e .

3 2 - 1 7 4 4 .  B o a r d  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  d u t y  t o  
r e p o r t  v i o l a t i o n s ;  h e a r i n g ;  
d e c i s i o n  o f  b o a r d .

3 2 - 1 7 4 5 .  I n s u r e r s  t o  r e p o r t  m a l p r a c t i c e  
c l a i m s  a n d  a c t i o n s .

3 2 - 1 7 4 6 .  R e f e r r a l  o f  c e r t a i n  c o m p l a i n t s  
t o  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  l a w ;  r e ­
p o r t i n g ;  b o a r d  J o u r n a l s  o f  
c o m p l a i n t s .

3 2 - 1 7 4 7 .  R i g h t  t o  e x a m i n e  a n d  c o p y  
e v l d c n c a .

3 2 - 1 7 4 8 .  R e i n s t a t e m e n t  o f  a  s u s p e n d e d  
l i c e n s e ;  r e l s s u a n c e  o f  a  r e ­
v o k e d  l i c e n s e .

3 2 - 1 7 4 9 .  J u d i c i a l  r e v i e w  a n d  a p p e a l .
3 . 2 - 1 7 6 0 .  A l l e g a t i o n s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c h a r g e  

v i o l a t i o n .
3 1 - 1 7 6 1 .  I n j u n c t i v e  r e l i e f .
3 2 - 1 7 6 2 .  V i o l a t i o n ;  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .
3 2 - 1 7 6 3  t o  3 2 - 1 7 6 9 .  R e p e a l e d .

A R T I C L E  4 .  R E F E R R A L
3 2 - 1 7 6 1 .  R e f e r r a l  o f  p a t i e n t  l o  l i c e n s e d  

P h y s i c i a n  r e q u i r e d  u p o n  
f i n d i n g  o f  c e r t a i n  s y m p t o ­
m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s .

Chap te r 16, conn ls tiny  o f A rt ic le  1, 58 12-1701 to 32-170i, A rt ic le  2, 
88 .12-1721 to .12-1727, A rt ic le  3, 88 .12-17i t  to 32-1752, and A rt ic le  i ,  
8 32-1761, tens a l l ie d  by Im u m  1080, C h . 8 i ,  e ffe ct ive  J a nua ry  1, 
1982.

For Chap ter 16 fix added by Lawn 1080, Ch. 2 i8, 8 3, e ffect ive J u ly  1, 
1980, nee C hap te r 1G, ante.

Fo rm er Chap te r 16, conn inting of A rt ic le  1, 88 32-1701 to 32-1706, 
A rt ic le  2, 58 32-1721 to ,12-1726, and Article. 3, 88 32-1751 to 32-1750, 
wan repea led by Lawn 1080, Ch . 2i8, 8 2, effective J u ly  1,1980.

Term ination under Sunsol Law
The board of optometry Kha li term ina te on Ju ly  1, 1085, unless con­

t inued . Bee 88 i  1-2863.01 and il-2377.
C hap te r 1G rc la t in y  to optometry Is repea l'd  on Janua ry  1, 1086. 

Bee 8 i i -2371.01.

A R T IC L E  1. G E N E R A L  P R O V IS IO N S
A rt ic le  1, conniK tiny of 88 32-1701 to 32-170i tons added by Lotos 

1080, C h . 2f8, 8 i ,  e ffect ive  Janua ry  1, 1982.
F o r A rt ic le  1 ok added by Lawn 1980, Ch . 2iB, 8 3, e ffective  J u ly  1,

1980, see Chap te r 16, A rt ic le  1, ante.
F orm er A rt ic le  1, cons is ting  of 88 32-1701 to 31-1706, tens repealed 

by Lawn 1080, Ch . 2i8, 8 2, effective J u ly  1,1080.
F o r te rm ina tio n  under Bunnct L aw , see i t a l ic  note, ante.

S 32-1701. D e f in it io n *
In  th)a chapter, tin lcaa the context o therw ise requires: 
l .V 'B o u r d "  mciuiH the atnte hoard o f optometry.

6 i.y ,"C jf c l olden lea" n icona onc-hnl f  o f one iter ctij]t_tpj>l ’nn ilt le , one ]tcr cent 
trffp lcnn ildc, o r cyc logy l. ' *— ~------

Ch . 16 cffectlvo  u n t il Jan. I ,  1902, soe Ch . 16, ante238



h. 16, ante

h o n s

n g  w i t h  b o a r d ;  p u b -  
i t r y  f i l e .

f o r  c e n s u r e ,  p r o b a -  
u s p e n s l o n  o r  r e v o c a -  
llcense.

i v c s t l g a t l o n a  d u t y  t o  
v l o l a t l o n i i ;  h e a r i n g ;  

l  o f  b o a r d ,  
t o  r e p o r t  m a l p r a c t i c e  
a n d  a c t i o n s ,  

o f  c e r t a i n  c o m p l a i n t s  
a r t m c n t  o f  l a w ;  r e -  
; ;  b o a r d  J o u r n a l s  o f  
i l n t s .
0  e x a m i n e  a n d  c o p y  
c e .
c m c n t  o f  a  s u s p e n d e d  
i ;  r e l s s u a n c e  o f  a  r e -  
l l c e n s e .
r e v i e w  a n d  a p p e a l .  3n s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c h a r g e  

I o n .
v o  r e l i e f ,  
n ;  c l a s s ' f l c a l l o n .  
i. R e p e a l e d .
I .  R E F E R R A L .

1 o f  p a t i e n t  t o  l i c e n s e d  
: l a n  r e q u i r e d  u p o n  
g  o f  c e r t a i n  s y m p t o -  
c o n d l t l o n s .

12-1101 A rt ic le  2,
152, and A rt ic le  4, 
fc c liv c  J a nua ry  1,

3, effective J u ly  1,

2-1101 to 32-1106, 
2-1151 to 32-1150, 
ly  1,1080.

1, 1085, unlcgg con- 

■i Janua ry  1, 1086.

ON 8
•:ati added by Im w » 

i 3, e ffect ive  J u ly  1, 

-1106, teas repea led  

ic  note, ante.

ih:
op lcnm ldc , one per cent

.

PR O F E SSIONS A N D  O C C U P A T I O N S  § 3 2 - 1 7 0 1

3. "L icense" means a license or c e r t if ic a te  to practice the profession of 
optometry.

4. "L icensed optometrist" or "doctor o f optometry” means a person h o ld in g  
n license to practice the profession o f optometry in  th is  state.

^/M ydr ia t ics"  means one pe r cent_naredrlne . two and  one-half p e r cen t .
pheny leph r ine  H C L , o r ten per cent p h eny leph r in e  H C L .

0. "P ractice o f th e  professlon~0 f~optometry" means the exam in a t io n  or 
refraction  o f the hum nn eye nnd Its appendages, and the  em p loym ent o f any 
ob jec t ive  or sub jec t ive  means o r methods o ther than m ed ic in e  or surgery , or 
the use o f drugs, except those d iagnos tic  jih n rm nceu t lc n l agents known os 
top ica l nnesthetlcs, cyc lop leg ics and m yd r ia t ic s , to be adm in is te red  o n ly  at 
the t im e  nnd p lnce of c x nm ln n t io n , for the purpose o f d e te rm in in g  any  v is u a l, 
m uscu la r, neuro log ica l o r ana tom ica l n nom n lles  o f th e  eye, the use o f any 
Ins trum ent or dev ice  to tra in  the v is ua l system or correct any abnorm n l con­
d it io n  o f the eye o r eyes nnd the prescr ib ing , f it t in g  o r em p loym ent o f any 
lens, p r ism , fram e or m ountings for the  correction o r r e l l ' ' i f  or a id  to the 
v ls u n l f  action. O ptom etris ts m ay use such d iagnos tic  p ha r .a n c cu t lc a l agents 
for d iagnostic  purposes o n ly  a fte r f ir s t  sa tis fa cto r ily  com p le t ing  a course In 
c lin ic a l phnrinnco/ogy as requ ired In § 32-1722.

7.y ^ T o p lc o ’ nnesthetlcs" means one-half o f one per cent pontoca lne or one^ oTmfrvor'conrpropimicalne:------------------------- ~~
8. "Unprofess iona l conduct"  ine itns!~  “ —
(n) W ilf u l lie traya l o f n profess iona l secret or w i lf u l v io la t io n  o f a p r iv i­

leged com m un ica tion  except as o therw ise requ ired by law .
(b) F in a l Judgment o f conv ic t io n  for an offense In v o lv in g  ino rn l tu rp itude , 

In  w h ich  case the record o f such con v ic t io n  Is conc lus ive  evidence.
(c) G iv in g  o r rece iv ing  rehates.
(d) A dd ic t io n  to, or llle g n l use of, n a rco tic  drugs or use o f In to x ica t in g  

beverages to excess or p ra c t ic in g  or a ttem p ting  to prac tice  the profession o f 
optometry w h ile  under the In f lu en ce  of iu to x lcn t ln g  beverages o r narco tic  
drugs.

(e) Im persona tion  o f ano ther licensed optometrist.
(f) K n ow in g ly  h a v ing  profess iona l connection w ith  or le n d in g  one’s name to 

an llle g n l p ra c tit io n e r .
(g) Gross m a lp ra ct ice  or repeated acts cons t itu t in g  m n lp rnctlcc .
(It) A n y  conduct or practice , In c lu d in g  Incompetency, w h ich  constitu tes a 

danger to the hea lth , w e lfa re  or snfety of pu tlcn ts  o r the pub lic .
(1) P rescr ib ing , d is e a s in g  o r p re tend ing  to use any  secret means, methods, 

dev ice o r in s trum en ta lity .
(j) R e fu s ing  to d iv u lg e  to the l.ourd upon demand the means, methods, de­

v ice  or In s trum en ta lity  used for op tom etr ic exam in a t io n  or thernpy.
(k) Representing tha t a m an ifes tly  not correctab le cond it io n  can Ix? perm a­

nen t ly  corrected o r tha t a correctab le cond it io n  can Ik? corrected w ith in  a 
stated t im e  If  such Is no t uccuratc .

(I) K n ow in g ly  m ak ing  any fa lse o r  fra ud u le n t statem ent, w r it te n  or o ra l, 
in  connection w ith  the p ractice  o f the profession o f o jitom etry . Added Law s 
11)80, Ch . 248, 5 4, eff. Jan. 1, 1082.

E ffe c t iv e  Janua ry  1, 1082.
L a w *  1 9 8 0 .  C h .  2 1 8 .  i  1 3 ,  a u b o c c .  I ) ,  c f -  F o r m e r  |  3 2 - 1 7 0 1 ,  u s  a m e n d e d  b y

f e c t l v n  J u l y  1 .  1 9 8 0 .  p r o v i d e * :  L a w *  1 9 7 9 ,  C h .  6 0 ,  I  1 ,  o f f .  A p r i l  1 7 ,
" 0 .  T h o  p r o v i s i o n *  o f  (  4  o f  t h i s  a c t  1 9 7 9 ,  w n *  r e p e a l e d  b y  L a w *  1 9 8 0 ,  C h .

a r c  e f f e c t i v e  o n  J a n u a r y  1 .  1 9 8 2 . ”  2 1 8 ,  |  2 .  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 0 .
F o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  I n t e n t  r e g a r d i n g  l a w n  F o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r

1 9 8 0 ,  C h .  2 1 8 ,  s e e  n o t e  f o l l o w i n g  |  3 2 -  o f  r e p e a l e d  n n d  e x p i r i n g  s e c t i o n s  n n d
1 7 0 1  I n  C h n p t c r  1 6  e f f c c l l v o  u n t i l  J n n u -  d e r i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  n d d -
n r y  1 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  n n t o .  c d  s e c t i o n * ,  s e e  T a b l e s  p r e c e d i n g  |  3 2 -



§ 3 2 - 1 7 0 1  PR O F E S S I O N S  A N D  O C C U P A T I O N S

1 7 0 1  I n  C h a p t e r  1 6  e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  J a n u ­
a r y  1 .  1 9 8 2 ,  a n t e .
1 9 8 0  R e v i s e r ’ s  N o t e s :

P u r s u a n t  t o  a u t h o r i t y  o f  s e c t i o n  4 1 -  
1 3 0 4 . 0 2 .  I n  p a r a g r a p h  3 .  ’ ’ l i c e n s e "  w a s  
s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  ’ ' l i c e n s e d "  t o  c o r r e c t  a  
m a n i f e s t  c l e r i c a l  e r r o r .

I n  a d d i n g  c h a p t e r  1 6 .  L a w s  1 9 8 0 ,  C h .  
2 4 8 ,  s e c .  4  I n c o r r e c t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  I t s  a d ­
d i t i o n  t o  t i t l e  4 3 .

P u r s u a n t  t o  a u t h o r i t y  o f  s e c t i o n  4 1 -  
1 3 0 4 . 0 2 .  I n  p a r a g r a p h  4  f o l l o w i n g  ” d o c -  
t o r ”  t h e  w o r d  ’ ’ o f  w a s  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  
’ ’ o r ”  a s  a  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  a  m a n i f e s t  c l e r i ­
c a l  e r r o r .
L i b r a r y  R e f e r e n c e s

P h y s i c i a n s  a n d  S u r g e o n s  < 5 = 2 .
C . J . S .  P h y s i c i a n s  a n d  S u r g e o n s  5 3  e t  

s e q .

§ 32-1702. Board of optometry; appo in tm ent; q u a lif ic a t io ns ; te rm ; removal
A . JThere I s estab lished a s ta te boa rd j) f_ op ton ic try  w h ich consists o f s ix  

__ members appo in ted by the governor. T e rm s of o ffice  are fo r lo u r  years"ex-
ptrtng  on-3uly-1 -of-therospeSUve y ea f l P our  members sh a ll  h a ve been 11- 

^censed and engaged In  the a c t ive  practice o f t l i e  profession o f optometry In 
th is  stn’ie ' fo r  a t le a s t  three yeaHrJffiffiea inte ly p r io r  to appo in tm ent, one mem-J 
ber s h a ll be a phys lc ln n  . l icensed p ursuan t to chapte r 13 or 17 o f th is  t it le ,! 
and one m ember s h a ll be a .In y  person w ith  n o I nterest, d ire c t n r  in d ire c t , In 
the p ractices o f optometry , o p t ic ln n ry  o r m ed ic ine . ~~~

B . T he  governor m ay 'remove any  profess iona l m ember fo r incom petency 
o r unpro fess iona l conduct or w hen ''Is lice nse  has been revoked o r suspended 
o r w hen he has been censured o r pl>. ?d on probation . T h e  governor m ay  re­
move any member for neg lect o f dt.'.y <r im proper conduct. T h e  unexcused nb- 
senec o f a member for m ore than  two consecutive meetings Is Just if ica t io n  for 
rem ova l. A ppo in tm ent by the governor to f i l l  a vacancy caused o ther thnn 
by e xp ira t io n  o f a term  Is fo r the unexp lrcd  port io n  o f the term .

C . A member o f the board Is in e lig ib le  to serve more than two consecutive 
f u l l terms. T h e  com p le tion o f the unexp ired  portio n  o f a f u l l  term  does no t 
constitu te a f u l l term  for purposes o f th is  subsection. Added Lnw s 1980, Ch . 
248, 8 4, eff. Jnn. 1, 1982.

I  S e c t i o n *  3 2 - 1 4 0 1  c t  * c q . .  3 2 - 1 8 0 1  e t  a c q .

E ffe c t iv e  Janua ry  1, 1982.
F o r  a p p l i c a b l e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  p r o v i s i o n  

o f  L a w *  1 9 8 0 ,  C h .  2 4 8 .  * c e  n o l o  f o l l o w i n g  
1  3 2 - 1 7 0 1 .

F o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  
o f  r e p e a l e d  a n d  e x p i r i n g  s e c t i o n *  a n d
d e r i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a i l e r  o f  a d d ­
e d  s e c t i o n * .  HOC  T a b l e *  p r e c e d i n g  {  3 2 -  
1 7 0 1  I n  C h a p t e r  1 6  e f f e c t i v e  u n t l i  J a n u ­
a r y  1 .  1 9 8 2 ,  a n t e .

F o r m e r  9 3 2 - 1 7 0 2 ,  n s  a m e n d e d  b y  
L a w *  1 9 7 9 ,  C h .  DO . 9  2 ,  e f f .  A p r i l  1 7 .  
1 9 7 9 ,  w a s  r e p e a l e d  b y  L a w *  1 9 8 0 ,  C h .  
2 4 8 ,  9 2 .  c f f c c t l v o  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 0 .
L i b r a r y  R e f e r e n c e *

P b y a l c l n n s  n n d  S u r g e o n *  C = > 3 .
C . J . S .  P h y s i c i a n s  a n d  S u r g e o n s  99 2 ,  6, 1 3 .

§ 32-1703. O rgan iza tion  of board; compensatlor ; Im m un ity ; troatm ont of 
monoy received

A . T he  board sha ll a n n u a lly  e lect from  Its members u pres iden t w ho sha ll 
pres ide over a l l m eetings of the board nnd such other o fficers ns It  deems 
appropria te nnd neeessnry to conduct Its business. T h e  board s h a ll assign 
such du tie s  ns It deems npp rop r ln tc  to such other o fficers ns It  elects.

B . Members of the board are e lig ib le  to rece ive compensation ns determ ined 
pu rsuan t to § 38-011 for each day a c tua lly  spent In  the perform ance o f th e ir  
duties .

C . Members o f the bonrd urn persona lly  Im m une from  su it  w ith  respect 
to n i l nets done and actions tnkcn In  good fa ith  and In  furthe rance o f the 
purposes of th is  chapter.

D . A ll m on ies received by the board s lu ill lie  pa id  a t lenst m on th ly  to the 
stnte treasurer w ho sha ll deposit such m on ies In  the genera l fund . Added 
Lnw s  1980, Ch . 248, 8 4, e ff. Jnn. 1, 1982.

E ffe c t iv e  Janua ry  1, 1932.
F o r  a p p l i c a b l e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  p r o v l n l o n  

o f  L a w n  1 9 8 0 ,  C h .  2 4 8 ,  a c e  n o t e  f o l l o w i n g  
9  3 2 - 1 7 0 1 .

F o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  ( h e  n u b j o e t  m a t t e r  
o f  r e p e a l e d  n n d  e x p i r i n g  s e c t i o n s  n n d  
d e r i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  n d d -

C h . 16 effective u n t il Jan. I ,  1982, soo Ch . 16, ante
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| y  o f  s e c t i o n  4 1 -  
f o l l o w i n g  " d o c -  

| s  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  
l a  m a n i f e s t  c l e r l -

| o n s  C = > 2 .
S u r g e o n s  5 3  e t

term ; romova l 
consists o f s ix  
fou r years ex- 
I have been 11- 

lo f  optometry in  
In ten t, one mem- 
W  of th is  t it le ,* 

or ind irec t, in

!or ineompetcncy 
Im I or suspended 
JroMTtior m ay re- 
f v  nnexcuscd ab- 
1 Justification for 
LaarU o tlicr than  
lUrts.

1 t«u ronsecutlve 
lit)  trm i does no t 
|4 U » «  1080, Ch .

M  * m n > . l r d  b y  
\  « f t  A p r i l  1/ ,  
I I» •« l»lo. Ch.

P R O F E S S I O N S  A N D  O C C U P A T I O N S  § 3 2 - 1 7 0 4

e d  s e c t i o n s ,  s e e  T a b l e s  p r e c e d i n g  5 3 2 -  
1 7 0 1  I n  C h a p t e r  1 6  e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  J n n u -  
a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  a n t e .

F o r m e r  8  3 2 - 1 7 0 3 .  w a s  r e p e a l e d  b y  
L a w s  1 9 8 0 .  C h .  2 4 8 ,  5  2 .  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 ,  
1 9 8 0 .

§ 32-1704.

L i b r a r y  R e f e r e n c e s
P h y s i c i a n s  a n d  S u r g e o n s  © = > 3 .
C . J . S .  P h y s i c i a n s  a n d  S u r g e o n s  3 8  2 .  

6 .  1 3 .

Powers and duties of the board; meetings
A. T h e  lm ard sha ll prom u lgate , and  may am end, ru les  und regu la t io ns  con­

s is te n t w ith  th is  chap ter govern ing  the prac tice  o f the profession o f optometry , 
fo r the perform ance o f its  du ties  under th is  chapter and fo r  the  ex am in a t io n  
o f app licant?  for licenses. T he  lm ard  s ha ll adopt and use a sea l, a dm in is te r  
oa tlis  nnd tu .,e testim ony concern ing  any m ntter w ith in  its  ju r is d ic t io n .

B . T h e  board may not ndopt u ru le  w h ich :
1. Itegu la tes  fees or charges o f a doctor o f optometry to a p a t ie n t
2. Regu la tes the p lace  in  w h ich  n doctor o f optometry m ay p ractice .
3. Prescribes tbe m anner or m ethod o f accounting , b i l l in g  o r co lle c t io n  o f 

fees.
4. P ro h ib its  ad ve rt is in g  by a doctor o f optometry un less such ad ve rt is in g  

Is in cons is ten t w ith  § 44-1481.
C . T h e  board sha ll m eet a t lens t s ix  tim es each year a t Buch tiur-s and 

p laces w ith in  the state ns Its p res iden t o r the governor m ay designate by c a ll. 
T h e  hoard s h a ll keep a record o f a l l its  acts, receipts and d isbursem ents. T h e  
honrd sha ll keep a m aster copy o f each exam in a t io n  g iven , together w ith  the  
nam es nnd nddresses o f the app lican ts  and th e ir  In d iv id u a l test scores. T h e  
lm ard  s hn ll keep a record o f the names o f a l l persons to w hom  licenses have 
been Issued and a l l roncwn ls . A l l  su c li records are p u b lic  records.

D . T h e  lm ard  may ndopt and p rom u lga te  a dm in is tra t iv e  ru les  p ro v id in g  
fo r  c r ite r ia  fo r approv ing  program s o f c o n t in u in g  educa tion  fo r doctors o f 
optom etry . P rogram s s linH  lie designed to assist doctors o f optom etry to m a in ­
ta in  competency, to become aw are o f new  deve lopments in  the prncUce o f the 
profession o f optometry and to in e rt se m anagem ent s k ills  nnd a dm in is tra t iv e  
e ff ic ie n cy . T h e  honrd shn ll approve program s m eeting  its  adopted c r ite r ia .

E . T h e  lm urd may h ire  an execu tive  d irec to r as nn em ployee o f the hoard . 
T h e  execu tive  d ire c to r Is responsib le fo r the perform ance o f the regu ln r ad ­
m in is t ra t iv e  func tio ns  o f the honrd nnd such other a dm in is tra t iv e  du ties  11s the 
honrd m ay d irec t. T h e  execu tive  d ire c to r is e lig ib le  to rece ive compensation 
in  nn  am ount as determ ined pu rsuan t to 8 38-011.

F . T h e  honrd m ay h ire  o r con tract w ith  Investiga tors to ass ist in  i l ie  In ­
vestiga tion  o f v io la t io n s  of th is  chapter, h ire  other employees requ ired  to 
c a rry  ou t t i l ls  ehnpter nnd con tract w ith  other state agencies w hen requ ired 
to ca rry  ou t t il ls  chapter.

G . N o t la te r  than  December 31 eac li year the hoard s h a ll t ra nsm it to the 
governor a w r it te n  report o f Its act ions and proceed ings. T h e  report s h a ll be 
v e r if ie d  by the p res ident and s h n ll in c lu d e  a d e ta ile d  s 'a tcm ent of the re­
ce ip ts  nnd d isbursements for the p reced ing year. Added Daws 11)80, C h . 248, 
8 4, eff. Jan , 1. 11)82.

E ffe c t ive  Janua ry  1, 1982.
For a p p l i c a b l e  e f f e c t i v e  < ln t e  p r o v i s i o n  

o f  L a w s  1 9 8 0 ,  C h .  2 4 8 .  a c e  n o t e  f o l l o w i n g  
{  3 2 - 1 7 0 1 .

F o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  
o f  r e p e a l e d  n n d  e x p i r i n g  s e c t i o n s  n n d
d e r i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  a d d ­
e d  u n c t i o n s ,  s e c  T a b l e s  p r e c e d i n g  t  3 2 -  
1 7 0 1  I n  C h a p t e r  1 6  e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  J a n u -

t  3 2 -

F o r m e r  !  3 2 - 1 7 0 4  w a i l  r e p e a l e d  b y  
L a w s  1 9 8 0 ,  C h .  7 4 8 ,  i  2 .  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 ,  
1 9 8 0 .
L i b r a r y  R e f e r e n c e *

P h y s i c i a n s  a n d  S u r g e o n s  < S= sS .
C . J . S .  P h y s i c i a n s  a n d  S u r g e o n s  8 9  2 ,  6 ,  

1 3 .
a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  a n t e .

C h . 16 effective u n t il Jan. I ,  1982, sec Ch . 16, ante
10 A r li .R tv .S la li .— 16 
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§ 3 2 - 1 7 0 5  P R O F E S S I O N S  A N D  O C C U P A T I O N S

§§ 32-1705, 32-1706. Repea led by Laws I9B0, C h . 248, i  2, eff. J u ly  I, 1980
F o r m e r  5 5  3 2 - 1 7 0 5 .  n s  a m e n d e d  b y  1 9 7 7 ,  C h .  8 2 .  I  1 9 .  e f f .  M a y  2 3 .  1 9 7 7 .  w e r e

L a w s  1 9 7 9 .  C h .  5 0  |  3 .  e f f .  A p r i l  1 7 .  r e p e a l e d  b y  L a w s  1 9 8 0 .  C h .  2 4 8 .  I  2 .  e f -
1 9 7 9 .  a n d  3 2 - 1 7 0 5 ,  a s  a m e n d e d  b y  L a w s  f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 .  1 9 8 0 .

A R T IC L E  2. L IC E N S IN G
A rt ic le  2, conn in tiny  of §5 32-772/ to 82-1727, trait added by Lawn 

1080, Ch . 218, § 4, e ffective  Janua ry  1,1982.
F o r  A rt ic le  2 an added by Fawn 1980, Ch . 248, $ .7, effect ive  J u ly  1,

1980, see Chap te r 16, A rt ic le  2, ante.
F o rm er A rt ic le  2, con/tinting o f 82-1721 to 32-1726, lean repealed

by Lawn 19S0, Ch . 248, 5 2, effect ive  J u ly  1,1980.
F o r  te rm ina tio n  under F unne l /m w , nee it a l ic  note preced ing  § 32- 

1701.

§ 32-1721. Persons and acts not affected by th is  chapter
T h is  chapter does no t app ly  to:
1. P hys ic ia ns  and surgeons d u ly  licensed to practice m ed ic ine  and surgery 

In  th is  state, i f  they are p ra c t ic in g  la w fu lly .
2. D ispens ing  op t ic ia ns  d u ly  licensed to practice . If  they are p ra c tic in g  la w ­

f u l ly  In  accordance w ith  the p rov is ions  o f $ 32-1671.
3. T h e  sa le o f com plete ready-to-wear eyeglasses as m erchand ise from  a 

pe rm anen t ly  es tab lished place o f business. Added L aw s  1080, C h . 248. 5 4, 
e ff. Jan . 1, 1082.

E ffe c t iv e  Janua ry  1, 1982.
F o r  a p p l i c a b l e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  p r o v i s i o n  1 7 0 1  I n  C h a p t e r  1 5  e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  J a n u -  

o f  L a w n  1 9 8 0 ,  C h .  2 4 8 ,  n e e  n o t e  f ' l l o w l n g  a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  a n t e .
(  3 2 - 1 7 0 1 .  F o r m e r  I  3 2 - 1 7 2 1  w a n  r e p e a l e d  b y

F o r  d l r p o B l t l o n  o f  t h o  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  L u w n  1 9 8 0 ,  C h .  2 4 8 ,  f  2 ,  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 ,
o f  r e p e a l e d  a n d  e x p i r i n g  s c c t l o n a  n n d  1 9 8 0 .
d e r i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  n u b j c c t  m a t t e r  o f  n d d -  ,  _  . . . .
c d  n c c t l o n n ,  s e e  T a b l e s  p r e c e d i n g  |  3 2 -  L i b r a r y  R e f e r e n c e s
1 7 0 1  I n  C h a p t e r  1 6  e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  J a n u -  P h y s i c i a n s  a n d  S u r g e o n s  0 = 6 ( 5 ) .
a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  a n t e .  C . J . S .  P h y s i c i a n s  a n d  S u r g e o n s  5 5  1 0 ,

F o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  I n t e n t  r e g a r d i n g  L a w n  2 3 .
1 9 8 0 ,  C h .  2 4 8 ,  t c o  n o t e  f o l l o w i n g  I  3 2 -

S 32-1722. Q u a lif ic a t io n s  of ap p lican t; app lica t io ns
A. A  person o f good m ora l chnrnctcr, de s ir ing  to engngc In  the practice o f 

the profess ion o f optometry , s h a ll f ile  w ith  the honrd not less than  th ir ty  
days p r io r  to the dnte on w h ich  nn exam ina t io n  Is to be he ld  a ve r if ie d  a p p li­
ca t io n  w ith  the requ ired a p p lic a t io n  fee, w h ich  s ha ll show:

1. A p p lica n t ’s nnm c, age and address.
2. G radua tio n  from  a u n iv e rs ity  or co llege tcn ch ing  the profession o f op­

tom etry accred ited by n n a t io n a lly  accepted acc red it in g  body on optom etr ic  
education .

3. S atis factory com p le t ion  o f a course o f study In  c lln lc u l phnrm aco logy 
npproved by a com m ittee composed of the pres ident o f the board, the clialr- 
m nn  o f the p lin rm neo logy departm ent o f the u n iv e rs ity  o f A r izo na  co llege of 
m ed ic in e  nnd the ch n lrm nn  of the  departm ent o f opthn lm o logy o f the u n iv e r ­
s ity  o f A r izo na  co llege o f m ed ic ine , w ith  p n rttcu la r em phas is on the c lin ic a l 
a p p lic a t io n  of d iagnostic  phn rm nccu tlen l agents for the  purpose o f exam in a ­
t io n  o f the hum an eye nnd the ana ly s is  o f o cu la r  functions .

4. Background In fo rm atio n  on n form  prescribed by the attorney genera l 
fo r the purpose o f conducting  nn Investiga tion  Into the ex istence o f p r io r  nr- 
rcsts and conv ictions .

B . U pon  rece ip t o f nn a p p lic a t io n  In  proper form  nnd con ta in in g  the In ­
fo rm atio n  prescribed In  subsection A, the board m ny have un In ves t iga tion  
m ade o f the a p p lic a n t ’s character, a’ l l l t y  nnd experience .

C h . 16 effective u n t il Jan. I, 1982, soe Ch . 16, ante
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8, § 2, eff. J u ly  I ,  1980
9. e f f .  M a y  2 J .  1 9 7 7 .  w e r e  

» w s  1 9 8 0 .  C h .  2 4 8 .  {  2 .  e f -  
, 1 9 8 0 .

J P A T I O N S

iron added by Lawn  

. 1.1, effe ct ive  J u ly  1,

I |.tJ-/726, lean repea led  

I- nntr preced ing  § 32-

i#tor
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U »  lOSO, C h . 248, § 4,B

(• •ffreiivc until Jnnu-
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P R O F E SSIONS A N D  O C C U P A T I O N S  § 3 2 - 1 7 2 3

C . F o r  the purposes of such in ves t iga t ion , the board tnay su lq ioena w it ­
nesses, adm in is te r  oaths and take testim ony w ith  respect to the character o f 
the a p p lic a n t o r to nny  m atter a ffecting  the app lica t io n  a t a hea r in g  he ld  
n fter s u ff ic ie n t notice has lieen g iven .

D . I f  the lsm rd  f in d s  tha t the a p p lic a n t has passed the e xam in a t io n  p ro ­
v id ed  fo r under § 32-1723 or 32-1724, and tha t the app licant's character , a b i l­
ity  and experience are satisfactory , the honrd sha ll Issue a license .

E . E ve ry  a p p lic a t io n  sha ll lie  approved o r den ied w i ih in  n in e ty  days from  
the f i l in g  date or, i f  a heu r lng  is he ld , w ith in  th ir ty  days from  the close of 
hearing . Added I.aw s  1080, Ch . 248, 5 4, eff. Jnn . 1, 1082.

E ffe c t iv e  Janua ry  J, 1982.
F o r  a p p l i c a b l e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  p r o v i s i o n  

o f  L a w s  1 9 8 0 ,  C h .  2 4 8 ,  s e c  n o t e  f o l l o w i n g  
5 3 2 - 1 7 0 1 .

F o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  
o f  r e p e a l e d  a n d  e x p i r i n g  s e c t i o n s  a n d  
d e r i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  a d d ­
e d  s e c t i o n s ,  s c o  T a b l e s  p r e c e d i n g  § 3 2 -  
1 7 0 1  I n  C h a p t e r  1 6  e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  J a n u ­
a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  a n t e .

F o r m e r  {  3 2 - 1 7 2 2 ,  a s  a m e n d e d  b y  
L a w s  1 9 7 9 ,  C h .  6 0 .  f  4 .  e f f .  A p r i l  1 7 ,

1 9 7 9 ,  w a s  r e p e a l e d  b y  L a w s  1 9 8 0 ,  C h .  
2 4 8 ,  i  2 ,  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 .  1 9 8 0 .
1 9 8 0  R e v i s e r ' s  N o t e :

P u r s u a n t  t o  a u t h o r i t y  o f  s e c t i o n  4 1 -  
1 3 0 4 . 0 2 ,  I n  s u b s e c t i o n  A ,  p a r a g r a p h  3  t h e  
s p e l l i n g  o f  " o p t h a l m o l o g y "  w a s  c o r r e c t ­
e d  a s  a  m a n i f e s t  c l e r i c a l  e r r o r .
L i b r a r y  R e f e r e n c e s  

P h y s i c i a n s  n n d  . S u r g e o n s  @ = > 4 .
C . J . S .  C o r p o r a t i o n s  I  9 5 6 .
C . J . S .  P h y s i c i a n s  a n d  S u r g e o n s  {  1 2 .

S 32-1723. R ec ip ro c ity
A. A person who presents to the Ix iurd a ce rt if ie d  copy of or a license in  

good s tand ing  w h ich  was Issued n fter exam ina t io n  by n board o f reg is tra tion  
In the profession of optometry in  nny other stntc w here the requ irem ents for 
licensu re are, In the o jiin lo n  o f the honrd, eq u iva le n t to those o f t i l ls  state 
s hn ll be licensed in  th is  state w ith o u t a w r it te n  exam in a t io n  but s h a ll be g iv en  
a p ra c t ic a l nnd orn l ex am in a t io n  sub ject to n i l o f the fo llow in g :

1. T h a t such s tn ie  accords lik e  p r iv ileges  to ho lders o f licenses Issued In  
th is  state.

2. T h e  license o f the app lican t sha ll not have been suspended or revoked 
by such other stntc fo r any cnuse w h ich  Is a bnsls o f suspension o r  revocation 
o f a license under th is  chnptor.

3. T h e  app lican t has not prev ious ly  fa ile d  to pass the e xam in a t io n  in  th is  
state subsequent to h is  adm iss ion to p ractice In such other stntc.

4. T h e  app lican t lins  liecn engaged in  the practice of the profession o f op­
tometry con tinuous ly  In Riieh state for not less than four of the f iv e  years Im ­
m ed iate ly  preced ing Ills  ap p lica t io n .

5. T h e  app lican t Intends to reside and practice the jiro fess ion o f optom ct y 
in  t il ls  state.

0. T h e  app lican t offera proof of satis factory com p le tion of n course of study 
In c lin ic a l pharm aco logy approved by a comm ittee composed o f the p res iden t 
of the honrd, the ch a irm an  o f the pharmaco logy departm ent o f the u n iv e rs ity  
of A rizona co llege o f m ed ic ine  and the ch a irm an  o f the departm ent of o p h th a l­
mology o f the un ive rs ity  of A rizona co llege o f m ed ic ine , w ith  p a r t ic u la r  em ­
phasis  on the c lin ic a l ap p lica t io n  of d iagnostic  p ha rm aceu t ica l agents fo r the 
purpose of exam in a t io n  o f the hum an eye and the ana lys is  o f o cu la r  func tions .

7. T h e  ap p lica n t meets the requ irem ents of $ 32-1722 conce rn ing  good, 
m ora l character.

B. Subsection A app lies on ly to those jiersons com ing  In to  th is  state lo  open 
n perm anent o ffice w ith in  one hundred e ighty dnys from  the d a le  a license Is 
Issued. Added Laws 1IIK0, Ch . 248, 5 4, off. Jan. 1,1082.

E ffe c t ive  Janua ry  1,1982.
F o r  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h o  n u b j c c t  m a t t e r  

o f  r e p e a l e d  n n d  e x p i r i n g  s e c t i o n s  a n d  
d c r l v n t l o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  i n n t t c r  o f  n d d -

F o r  a p p l i c a b l e  e f f e c t i v e  d n t c  p r o v i s i o n  
n f  L n w s  1 9 8 0 ,  C l i .  2 4 8 ,  s e c  n o t e  f o l l o w i n g  
(  3 2 - 1 7 0 1 .

Ch . 16 offoctlvo u n t il Jan. i ,  1082, soc Ch . IG, ante243
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