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Representative Mae Tischer 
Pouche 1/

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Vear Representative Tischer,

I ^e lt a4 though the teleconference which you chaired on HB 225 went very 
well and I wish to congratulate you on youti smoothly nun hearing. Vou raised two 
point:, which I jfe lt  wene exceedingly important and although I -touched on the re­

sponses I do fee l a& though they deserve ampliflication.
you were frustrated a t the inabiJlity 0 (j the public to d ifferen tia te  between 

optometrists and opthalmolo g ists  as they can d ifferen tia te  between gynecologists 
and pedit/Ucians! We agree with your problem and. as a resu lt have started to 
educate the public as to the vast difference in  education between an O.V. vs M.V.! 
Our cause, however, is  frustrated by the trend by O.V.’s who portray themselves 
to the public as the provider of to ta l eye care! Witness, for example, the name 
of some of the optometry offices in  Anclurage: 'Anchorage Eye and Contact Lens 
Centre’, or Opthalmic Associates ’ . These t i t le s  more than suggest that to ta l 
medical and sivgical eye care is  offered a t these establishments. With such mis­
leading introduction, you can eas-ily see why oar patient education canqxugn -is 
going slowly!

/our referral to th is b i l l  as a "turf" battle is  a reasonable conclusion. If 
i t  viewed in that sense then Inagine the "bag of worm's" that the leg is la tive  is  
getting into i f  i t  leg isla tes th is  group of providers into an entirely new pro- 
fessionbased on a post-graduate 100 hour crash course! How w ill the legislature  
handle the myraid of other Alas laws who wish to leg isla te  themselves into a new 
profession! Will I t  grant the "bom again Professionals" new enriched status 
based on a 100 hour course or w ill i i  ref Cl them back to the appropriate profess­
ional school for the time honored educational background?

yoioi question concerning cost of an of f ice v i s i t  is  also very important in  
that you w ill find the cost of a v i s i t  to an 0 V. -is traditionally equal to or 
more often h ighd  than a comparable v-islt to an M.O.! If  the public wclc -truely 
informed as you would have -than be, would they seek out a optometric of f ice v is i t  
when they could buy an M.V. for the same p>Uce? This situation poses a dilemma 
for the O.V.'s and helps to explain th e ir  duplicity in  advertising their services.

Please l e t  me know i f  I can answer any more questions for your committee and 
please noti fy me of additional hearings you may schedule.

Sincerely,

P e f c  i<L^ C j j u x  r \ a j U f X _

Peter E. Cannava, M.V.
S'viQ.

P.S. Please dispcJise. a copy of th is  le t te r  to you/i committee members. Thanks!

/ i L d l ,  S u lru tt-M r

(L6lA&c£&> / 'I t

C a  n  tl***- J  / 
7  /  • ,> /• uu
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M  E M O R A N D U  M February 17, 1984

SUBJECT: Optometry
(IiB 2.25)

TO: Representative Mae Tischer
Chairman, House Health, Education, 
and Social Services Committee

Russ Josephson 
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a comparison of the introduced version of 
HB 225 and the committee substitute for your committee dated 
February 3, 1984. Perhaps it will be easiest to compare the 
two bills if I begin with a brief sectional analysis of each 
bill.

HB 225

Section 1 Amends the /rovision of law governing the prac- 
tice oi medicine by persons other than physicians by adding 
a new paragraph allowing optometrists to use certain drugs
under the provisions of the remainder of the bill.

Section 2 Provides for identification and approval of (1) 
training programs for the use of drugs and (2 ) continuing 
education programs. Also provides for license endorsements 
certifying completion of required training for drug use, 
regulations concerning the use or prescription of legend 
drugs, the loss of license endorsements for violations of 
those regulations, and the furnishing of the names, of h o l d­
ers of license endorsements to the board of pharmacy.

Section 3 Amends the definition of "optometry" reflect the 
provisions of the bill for the use of drugs.

Section 4 Amends the definition of "practicing optometry" 
as in Section 3.

Section 5 Adds a definition of "legend drugs".



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a e  T i scher
Page 2
Febru a r y  17, 1984

Section 6  Adds optometrists to those excepted from the p r o­
visions of law penalizing the practice of medicine by p e r­
sons who are not physicians.

CSHB 225 (HESS)

Section 1 Provides an additional ground for the imposition 
of disciplinary sanctions that the board of examiners in 
optometry may impose under AS 08.72.240: use, dispensing,
or prescription of a drug in violation of the new provision 
regulating drug use by optometrists (Section 2). In ad­
dition, provides a modification of the provision that r e­
quires referrals to appropriate health care practitioners.

Section 2 Adds a new section to the statutes, providing for 
the use of legend drugs, excluding controlled substances and 
other types of drugs. Lists the categories of topical legend 
drugs that may be used by an optometrist who has obtained a 
license endorsement from the board of examiners in 
optometry. Lists the requirements for a license endorse­
ment, including the required training before and after r e­
ceiving an endorsement.

Section 3 Contains a new definition, "legend drugs". Also 
amends the definitions of "optometry" and "practicing 
optometry" to reflect the provisions of the bill concerning 
the use of drugs. The definition of "legend drugs" is iden­
tical to that in the introduced version of the bill. The 
amendments of "optometry" and "practicing optometry" differ 
from those in the introduced version of HB 225 in that they 
have added a phrase to exclude the use of surgery in diag­
nosis and treatment. The definitions in the introduced v e r­
sion of the bill do not mention surgery.

As you can see, the two bills accomplish basically the same 
thing. The major differences are as follows:

HB 225 contains (in Sections 1 and 6 ) amendments regarding 
the practice of medicine and providing the necessary e x­
emptions for optometrists using drugs. CSHB 225 (HESS) does 
not contain these provisions, but it should.
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Both bills provide for license endorsements and for the 
training required before and after receiving an endorsement. 
HB 225 provides for regulations to handle those require­
ments; CSHB 225 (HESS) provide more detail in the statute.

CSHB 225 (HESS) provides a new ground for discipline by the 
board of examiners in optometry; violation of the provisions 
concerning drugs. It also amends another ground for 
discipline, failure to refer a patient to the appropriate 
health care practitioner. Neither or these provisions was 
in the introduced version of the bill. HB 225 did provide 
for regulations concerning the use or prescription of legend 
drugs, and it provided for the suspension or revocation of 
the license endorsement for violation of the regulations.

CSHB 225 (HESS) is more specific than HB 225 in its detail­
ing of the types of drugs that may be used by optometrists.

The definitions in CSHB 225 (HESS) contain provisions con- 
cerr ing the prohibition of surgery in diagnosis and treat­
ment bv optometrists. Similar language does not appear in 
HB 225.

HB 225 provided for the names of endorsement holders to be 
submitted to the board of pharmacy. CSHB 225 (HESS) does 
not contain this provision.

I trust these sectional analyses and this comparison will be 
useful. If I may be of further service, please call.

R J : ojb 
J3/111
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ALASKA OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION

A FF IL IA TED  W ITH  
A M ER IC A N  O P T O M E T R IC  A S SO C IA T IO N
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A l a s k a ' s  d o c t o r s  o f  o p t o m e t r y  (O.D.) are p r e p a r i n g  ;o i n t r od u c e  

l e g i s l a t i o n  that w i l l  a l l o w  q u a l i f i e d  A l a s k a n  ODs to use p r e s c r i p t i o n  

d r u g s  in the t r e a t m e n t  of i n f e ct i o n s ,  a l l e r g i c  i n f l a m m a t i o n s  and 

m i n o r  i n j u r i e s  of the eyes and lids not r e q u i r i n g  the s e r v i c e s  of 

a s p e c i a l i s t  M a n y  such c o n d i t i o n s  a r e t r e a t e d  ey g e n e r a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  

..i. hc.ve mil ’.mal t r a i n i n g  in this area. H o w e v e r  the optometr. st, who 

is c o n s i j e r a b l y  b e t t e r  qualified, by training, e x p e r i e n c e  and i n s t r u m e n­

tation than a g e n e r a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  m u s t  r e f e r  his p a t i e n t  to an M D  

.(usually an o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ) ,  at a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n s e  to the patient.

W e  h a v e  e s t i m a t e d ,  b a s e d  on the e x p e r i e n c e  of W e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  that the 

e. i.n: n a . i o n  of exti -i v i s i t s  w o u l d  s ave A l a s k a n s  $235,000. in the first 

3 y e a r . . not c o u n t i  g travel and lost time.

A i-cjority of A l a s k a ' s  ODs h a v e  r e c e n t l y  c o m p l e t e d  a 120 hojr 

c o u r s e  or ,.ostgradjate e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  in oc u l a r  therapy.

W h i l e  120 hours (n..d an equal am o u n t of h o m e  study) io e x t e n s i v e  for 

x o r k i n g  r actitioi jrs, it should be c o n s i d e r e d  o nly a g a i n st  a b a c k g r o u n d  

f 4 0 0 0  h ours of r o f e s s i o n a l  training, m u o n  of it in the b a c k g r o u n d  

m  di .al s c i e n c e s  Th e  c o m b i n a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  a m e d i c ? 1 b a c k g r o u n d  

corrparc.Dle to d e n t i s t r y  and pod i a t ry .  D e n t i s t s  and p o d i a t r i s t s ,  h ‘> i  

p h y o i c i n n o ,  h a v e  u n r e s t r i c t e d  d rug p r e s c r i b i n g  autho ri t y ,  though in 

p r a c t i c e  they i.imit themvc.i.ves to d r u g s  a p p r o p r i a t e  to their field.



D r u g  l e g i s l a t i o n  in m o r e  r e s t r i c t e d  f o r m  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  i n tr o d u c e d  

in 1978, wher. it p a s s e d  the House, H o w e v e r  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s ,  w ho  

o p p o s e  the bill, h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  to tie it up in on e  c o m m i t t e e  or 

a n o t h e r  s i nc e  that time, d e s p i t e  a two thirds f a v o r a b l e  m a j o r i t y  in 

each house. If p a s s a g e  is f u r t h e r de l a y e d ,  the s k i l l s  g a i n e d  or 

s h a r p e n e d  in this t ra i n i n g  w i l l  b e g i n  to d e t e r i o r a t e  and p r o b l e m s  

of " g r a n d f a t h e r i n g "  m a y  arise. T h e  bill p r o v i d e s  that p r e s c r i b i n g  

a u t h o r i t y  will be limited to t h o s e  ODs w h o  h a v e  been trained andr

c i t i f i e d  in p r i m a r y  care t h e r a p e u t i c s .

P h i l l i p  W. Bach, O.D., Ph.D. 

Legisl' ':ive C h a i r m a n



w p .T r *•• •-> V v, ?r.»
'X?' 'V •’. '

    J
"•• 1(1?A'•%•!• ■ >cyij|  ........■

jd r fi, f?sx A J$jJit s&tuJfy

) j s , 0 -3 S -/

f -U #

t  3 a  )r>J>

^rL W **t- £ . ! ,f i.

/fcrc/Lt~ ~ ir '

J ( j l %

* )?  °) 0 -$ J> /ft jQjtsl-̂ - J ^ X s v S )

t l  *

k\cd*4L/

\J/U^yrVftyU^ $^yu ^{St^yU Q ’

tOt^ —



H O U S E  H EA L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  & S O C I A L  SE R V I C E S  

S T A N D I N G  C O M M I T T E E  

J a n u a r y  21, 1984 

10:00 a.m.

M e m b e r s  Pr e s e n t :  Rep. T i s c h e r ,  C h a i r m a n

Rep. M.W. Mi.!ler, V i c e - C h a i r

Rep. M a r t i n

Rep. U e h l i n g

Rep. Go.11

R e p . K o p o n e n

R e p . D a v i s

C O M M I T T E E  C A L E N D A R

HB 225 " A n  Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to the p r a c t i c e  of

o p t o m e t r y  and a u t h o r i z i n g  the use of 

p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s  by o p t o m e t r i s t s . "

HB 347 " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the l i c e n s i n g  of

p r a c t i t i o n e r s  of n a t u r o p a t h i c  m e d i c i ne ;  and 

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

W I T N E S S  R E G I S T E R

Dr. J a m e s D e m s k y  

S o ldotna, A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  S t a te m e n t :  In s u p p o r t  of HB 225.

Dr. P e t e r  C a n n a v a  

S o ldotna, A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  State m e nt :  In favor of HB 225.

C h a r l e s  Rus h 

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  State m e n t :  S t a t e d  c on c e r n s  if H E  225 w a s  passed.

Jan N y b o e r  

A n c h o r a g e , A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  S ta t e m e n t :  S t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  HB 225.

S t e v e n  D o b s o n  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  S t a t e m e nt :  In s u p p o r t  of H B  225.

Mr. C e n t e r  

P r e s i d e n t

A n c h o r a g e  M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  State m e n t :  Stated AMS u n a n i m o u s l y  o p p o se d  HB 225.

J a m e s P a t t e r s o n

HESS - 1 -  1 /21 /8 4



Anch o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: O p p o s e d  HT 225.

Dr. J i m  Gr a ve s  

A n chorage, A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: In favor of HB 225.

D e n i s e  ...

M a t  Su, A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: In f avor of HB 225.

S h i r l e y . ..

F a i r b a n k s , A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: In supp o r t  of HB 347.

H a r r y  T r e a g e r  

D i r e c t o r

D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  

Po u c h  D

Juneau, A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: Was pres e n t  to answer q u estions on HB 225

and 437.

Stuart B all 

Juneau, A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: A g a i n s t  HB 225.

D i a n e  M c D e r m o t t  

A nchorage, Alaska

P o s i t i o n  Statement: S u p ports HB 347.

J u l i a  R e i n h a r  

Ancho r a g e ,  Al a s k a

P o r t i o n  Statement: In support of HB 347.

D e b r a  Lucas 

Mat-Su, A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: Su p ports HB 347.

Efrin Re s u me  

F a i r b a n k s , A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: In support of HB 347.

S t e v e n  Cox 

A ncho r a g e ,  Ala s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: Suppo rt s  HB 347.

D a v i d . ..

Ancho r a g e ,  Al a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: In supp o r t  of HB 347.

K a r e n  Red Stone 

Ancho r ag e ,  Alaska

P o s i t i o n  Statement: In support of HB 347.

HESS - 2 -  1 /21 /84



M o l l y  M a u l i n e  

M a t - S u ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Stat e m en t :  In supp or t  of HB 347.

Scott J a m i s o n  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  S t a t e m e nt :  In s u p p o r t  of HB 347.

J o a n n e  S e l m a r  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  State m e n t :  In s u p p o r t  of HB 347.

D a v i d  M c G u i r e  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  S t a te m e n t :  S t a t e d  c o n c e r n s on HB 347.

M a r k  R i e r d a n  

M a t - S u,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Stat e me n t :  S u p p o r t s  HB 347.

J o h n  G h a d d i o  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Stat e m e n t : S u p p o rt s  HB 347.

Dr. J. B o n n e r  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  State m e n t :  O p p o s e d  HB 347.

V i r g i n i a  P e t t y j o h n  

A n c h o r a g e , A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  S t a te m e n t :  In support of HB 347.

Dr. P a t t o n  P e t t y j o h n  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  S t atement: In supp o r t  of HB 347.

Dr. J a s p e r  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  S t atement: In s u p p o r t  of HB 347.

G e o r g i a  ...

M a t - S u ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  S t atement: S u p p o r t s  HB 347.

S a n d r a  Jay 

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  S t atement: S u p po r t s  HB 347.

S h e r r y  ...

A n c h o ra g e ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  S t atement: In support of HB 347.

J e a n  ...

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a
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P o s i t i o n  Statement: In suppo r t  of HB 347.

R u b y  P e t t y j o h n  

Mat- S u ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: In support of HB 347.

K a r e n  J a s p e r  

Ancho r a g e ,  A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: In support of HB 347.

C a p t a i n  E.P. P e t t y j o h n  

A l a s k a  A i r l i n e s

P o s i t i o n  Statement: In supp o rt  of HB 347.

Co n n i e  W a l k e r  

Anchorage, A l a s k a

Po s i t i o n  Statement: S u p ports HB 347.

Pau l Pe t t y j o h n  

Mat-Su, A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: S u p ports HB 347.

Bill ...

Anchorage, A l a s k a  

P o s i t i o n  Statement: In support of HB 347.

T o m  P e t t y j o h n  

Mat-Su, A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: Encou r a ge s  the passage of HB 347,

C i n d y  Z i e g l e r 

A n chorage, A l a s k a

P o s i t i o n  Statement: S u p ports HB 347.

C a t h y  ...

Anchorage, Ala s k a  

P o s i t i o n  Statement: Urged passage of HB 347.

PREVIOUS ACTION

HB 225 2 / 2 3 / 3  - First Reading.

C o m m i t t e e  Ref e r r al s  - HESS and Rules 

C o m m i t t e e s .

See HESS m i n u t e s  of April 27, M a y  16, 17, 18 

and 19, 1983.

HB 347 4/12 / 8 3  - First Reading.

C om m i t t e e Re f errals - HESS, L a b o r  &

Commerce, Finance and Rules Committees.
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See HESS m inu te s o f May 20 and 21, 1983.

TAPE05, S ide 1 

R e c o r d i n g  

N u m b e r  0001

N u m b e r  0024

A C T I O N  N A R R A T I V E

C h a i r m a n  Ti s cher: I e x p r e s s  m y  s i n c e r e s t  

a p o l o g y  for the d e l a y  of 45 m i n u t e s  of at 

l e a s t b e g i n n i n g  this m e e t i n g  as I said 

b e f o r e  the m e e t i n g  should be in Ancho r a g e,  

h o w ever, the m e m b e r s  w e r e  not a b l e  tc leave 

J u n e a u  b e c a u s e  of i n c l e m en t  w e at h e r ,  the 

a i r p l a n e s  w e r e n ' t  fl y i n g  so w e  are 

c o n d u c t i n g  this h e a r i n g  fro m  the site here 

in Juneau.

C h a i r m a n  T i scher: I'd like to n o w  w e l c o m e

those wh o  have come to all sites e it h e r  to 

o b s e r v e  or testify, there are s e v er a l  

m e m b e r s  of the p u b l i c  h e r e  and I right n o w  

d o n ' t  h a v e  their names. I'll c all off the 

n a m e s  that are listed h e r e  on all sites and 

if there are any oth e r s  I w i s h  that you 

w o u l d  pass the n a m e s  on to me b e f o r e  w e  

start the h e a r i n g  process. T h o s e  that I 

hav e  listed to testify from the other parts 

of the state; Jo h n  D e m s k v  and Dr. P eter 

C a n n a v a  fr o m  Soldotna, in Anchorage; Char l es  

Rush, Jan Nybo e r ,  St e v e n  Dobson, Mr. C en t e r  

and J a m e s Patt e r s o n ,  there is also an 

o b s e r v e r  I u n d e r s t a n d  in An chorage, Dr. Jim 

G raves. Tn addition, we have a w i t n e s s  in 

M a t  Su, D e n i s e  ... and pl e as e  corr e c t  m e  if 

I'm m i s - p r o n o u n c i n g  these names, and Dr. Jim 

T a y l o r  w h o  is an o b s e r v e r  at this time from 

Be t h e l  and who m a y  w i s h  to mak e  comments.

In Juneau; we h a v e  H a r r y  T r e a g e r  ?,nd Stuart 

Ball, w i t h  that li.it than I ex t e nd  an 

i n v i t a t i o n  for Mr. James D e m s k y  in Soldotna, 

if y o u  w o u l d  like to come forward we w o u l d  

a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  from you.

J a m e s  Demsky: My name is Joh n  D e m s k y  and

I'm an o p t o m e t r i s t  and p r a c t i c i n g  in A la s k a  

for 6 years, five of those y t ar s  wi t h  the 

Y u k o n - K u s k o k w i m  H e a l t h  C o r p o r a t i o n  and 

r e c e n t l y  I've op e n e d  a priv a t e  p r a c t i c e  in 

S oldotna. I gave a l e ng t h y  t e s t i m o n y  for 

the h e a r i n g  in April, I b e l i ev e  and I don't 

w a n t  to repeat m y s e l f  too much. I'm also a 

m e m b e r  of the B oa r d  of O p t o m e t r y  and I w o u l d  

like to m a k e  a few c o m ments as to the 

Board's p o sition; first of all we do not
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in t e n d  to h a v e  a n y  grandfather, the 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  u sed drugs w o u l d  be by 

examination. We plan on in c r e a s i n g  the 

h o u r s  of c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  p r i o r  w i t h  the 

p e r c e n t a g e  r e l a t e d  p h a r m a c o l o g y  and 

pathology. The a d v a n t a g e s  that w e  see are;

1) p r e v e n t e d  h e a l t h  care
I

2) m u c h  cost to the c o n s um e r

3) p r o v i d e  h i g h e r  level of care

N u m b e r  0041 T h e r e  is 38 states that can use drugs now,

35 of them d i a g n o s t i c  and 3 w i t h  

t h e r apeutic, one of the states just passed 

t heir t h e r a p e u t i c . ... last year. North 

C a r o l i n a  in 1977 and Wes t  V i r g i n i a  in 1976. 

T h e r e  are no dru g related c o mp l a i n t s  against 

Wes t V i r g i n i a  o p t o m e t r is t s  since that time 

and there hav e  bee n  onl y  two formal 

c o m p l a i n t s a g a i n s t North C ar o l i n a ' s  

o p t o m e t r i s t s  and there's also b e e n  a 

n a t i o n a l  study done by the N a t i o n a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  of Insurance C o m m i s s i o n e r s  from 

J u l y  of '75 through D e c e m b e r  of '78 and that 

pe r io d  of time there w e r e  47 claims against 

the o p t o m e t r i s t s  and 354 claims against 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  and there is not any 

si g ni f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  betw e e n  drugs and 

n o n - d r u g  states of optometrists. I believe 

that since I've said most of my o ther 

te s t i m o n y p r e v i o u s l v  thats all I w i s h  to say 

today. Thanks.

Nu m b e r  0055 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you v e r y  much, Mr.

Demsky. W o u l d  yo u  be o pen for que s t i on s  

from the commi t t e e ? Mr. Demsky: Certainly.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: Rep. M a r t i n  w i s h e s  to ask

yo u  a q u e s t i o n  Mr. Demsky.

Nu m b e r  0058 Rep. Martin: Yes sir, I'm inter e s t e d  in the

c o n t i n u i n g  ed u c a t i o n  program, I k n o w  that if 

not last su m me r  or the sum m e r  b e f o r e  the 

o p t o m e t r i s t  p r o f e s s i on  had an e x t e n s i v e  

e d u c a t i o n  course dur i n g  the s u m m e r  i n v olving many hours. Ca n  you give us an update 

perh a p s  as to h o w  m any o p t o m e t r i s t s  today 

w o u l d  q u a l i f y  for c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of 

d i a g no s t i c  drugs w i t h  the latest m i n i m u m  

s t a n d a r d s  that the p r o f e s s i o n  is putt i n g  

u p o n  itself?
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Mr. Dems k y :  I c o u l d  not a n s w e r  a c c u r a t e l y

the diagnostic, d r u g s  b e c a u s e  ou r  p u r s u i t  is 

for t h e r a p e u t i c  drugs, I do k n o w  f r o m  the 

c o u r s e  that w a s  o f f e r e d  a y e a r  ag o  w h i c h  bad 

p r i m a r y  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e r a p e u t i c  d rugs that 

the a j o r i c y  of M D ' s  f r o m  the s t a t e p a s s e d  

that t o o k  that c o u r s e  and p a s s e d  the final 

exam. T h a t  c o u r s e  w o u l d  fulf il l  a l l  the 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  for u s i n g  t h e r a p e u t i c s  and just 

about all the states, of co u r s e  the m a j o r  

r e q u i r e m e n t  is b e i n g  ab l e  to pass the e x a m  

g i v e n b y  the Board, so a l l  a p p l i c a n t s  w o u l d  

h a v e  to t rke ours and a d d i t i o n a l  e x a m  for 

d i a g n o s t i c .  S i n c e  yo u r  q u e s t i o n  w a s  a bout 

d i a g n o s t i c ,  I w o u l d  j u s t  say lust g u e s s i n g  

that a bout 7 5 - 8 0 %  in the s tate a l r e a d y  h a v e  

the r e q u i r e m e n t s  for d i a g n o s t i c  drugs.

"ep. M a r t i n:  T h a n k  y o u for c l a r i f y i n g  that

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e r a p e u t i c  and 

d i a g n o s t i c ;  w e  h a v e n ' t  h a d  this b i l l  fcr 

a w h i l e  and I forgot the d i f f e r e n ce .  I t hink 

thats it for right now, Chai r m a n .  T h a n k  

you.

N u m b e r  008 0  C h a i r m a n  Tisch e r :  Let the record s how that

Rep. M i l l e r  of N o r t h  Pol e is n o w  present; 

and Rep. D a v i s  w o u l d  like to a s k  a question.

Rep. Davis: Just a q u i c k  que s t i o n ; Dr.

D e m s k y  do y o u  h ave any c o m m e n t s  on the bill 

that is s t i l l in the c o m m i t t e e ?

Dr. Demskv: Are y o u  r e f e r r i n g  to the

C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e ?  Rep. Davis: Yes,

thats c o r r e c t  CS for HB 225.

C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r:  I'd like to c l a r i f y  this

for the c o m m i t t e e ' s  b e n e f i t  and for those 

that are liste ni n g ,  w e  are h e a r i n g  the 

o r i g i n a l  HB 225 and tne r e a s o n  that w e  are 

d o i n g  that is b e c a u s e  t h e r e  are three 

C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e s  all p r e p a r e d  b y  Sen. 

J o s e p h s o n  and the sites out there do not 

h a v e  co p i es  of that, so if yo u  are r e f e r r i n g  

to any p a r t i c u l a r  v e r s i o n  y o u  m u s t  first of 

all s t at e  the v e r s i o n  n u m b e r  and the sect i on  

and line that yo u  are i d e n t i f y in g ,  if y o u  

w o u l d  please, c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  and those 

w h o  ha v e  copies of o t he r  b ills out on the 

field y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  to r e f e r  to w h i c h  b i l l  

or w h i c h  v e r s i o n  y o u  are c o m p l i m e n t i n g  or 

c r i t i c i z i n g  and w h i c h  section. To s o l v e  the 

confu s i o n ,  the C h a i r  is i d e n t i f y i n g  the
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N u m b e r  0097 Rep. Davis: I ' m  just curious on w h a t  his

t e s t i m o n y  is on the o r i g i n a l  b i l l  or if he 

has an a l t e r n a t i v e  one that he supports, I'd 

like to k n o w  that.

Mr. Demsky: Yes, the o r i g i n a l  bil l  was shot

d o w n  r a t h e r  e x c e s s i v e l y  for its l ack of ...

I w o u l d  say and there are several 

a l t e r n a t i v e  b i l ls  that I w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  

c o n s i d er ,  I do not h a v e  a copy of the 

C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e s  in front of me, bu t  I 

do k n o w  that one )f the C o m m i t t e e  

S u b s t i t u t e s  i n c l u d e d  a p o s i t i o n  on the 

o p t o m e t r y  b o a rd  and a list of p r e s c r i p t i o n  

and n o n - p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs w i t h  the advice 

and gu i d a n c e  of the s tate M e d i c a l  Board. In 

r egard to that C o m m i t t e e  S u bs t i t u t e  I don't 

see any a d v a n t a g e  of h a v i n g  a p o s i t i o n  on 

our board, I w o u l d  be in favor of h a v i n g  a 

list of d i f f e re n t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  of drugs 

that we could use, but not a list perse of 

e ach i n d i v i d u a l  drugs. Tha t  is the only 

C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  .hat I am a ware of, 

also the initi a l  b i l l  does not have any 

s t a t e me n t s  a bout the exa m  itself or the 

c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  that is required and it 

does not list the drugs. A c c o r d i n g  to the 

init i a l  bill  there are not any l imitations 

w h a t s o ev e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  to the bills that w e  

h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  as an a l t e r n a ti v e  the drugs 

w o u l d  be limited to topical o p h t h a l m o l o g i c a l  

d rugs o nl y  w i t h  e m e r g e n c y  use for syste m i c  

d rugs in the of f i c e  only.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you John. I'm

looking at a v e r s i o n  num b e r  1 and it really 

d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r  w h i c h  version. 1 think w h i c h  

v e r s i o n  you are re f e r r i n g to is that 

p a r t i c u l a r  v e r sion, w h i c h  is v e r s i o n  I. It 

does set out the scope of practice, it does 

set out the s e c t i o n  in section, the list of 

people w h o  s h o u l d  be sitting on a board, one 

of w h i c h  w o u l d  be a p h y s i c i a n  and let me 

j ust raad that to you and see if this m e e t s  

the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  that you wish.

T h e  b o a r d  w i l l  cons i s t  of (6) memb e r s  

instead of (5), there should be a change in 

the o r i g i n a l  statute, app o i nt e d  by the 

G o v e r n o r  the m e m b e r s  must serve staggered 

term years, there w i l l  be (4) m e m b e r s and 

shall be licensed p r a c t i c i n g  opto m e t r i s ts

o r ig i n a l House B i l l  o n ly .

Number 0126
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w h o  h a v e  b e e n  r e s i d e n t s  fo r at l e a s t  three 

ye a r s ,  one b o a r d  m e m b e r  s hall b e  a p u b l i c  

m e m b e r  w i t h  no i n terest, di r e c t  o r  i n - d i r e c t  

p r a c t i c i n g  o ptometry; one b o a r d  m e m b e r  s hall 

b e  a l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  in the state. Th a t  

one p r o v i s i o n  is p r o v i d e d  for in the 

C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  and in a d d i t i o n  it has 

a n o t h e r  s e c t i o n  that is c a l l e d  a p p r o v e d  

d r u g s  and this is h o w  it reads:

T h e  l i c e n s e e  h o l d i n g  a c e r t i f i c a t e d  iss u e d  

u n d e r  AS. 08.72 .2 7 7 .  T h e  e m p l o y e r  p r e s c r i b e  

an a d d i t i o n  to the d r u g s  a p p r o v e d  u n d e r  

a n o t h e r  statute, legend d r u g  as follows; and 

then they i d e n t i f y  the a c t u a l  drugs, 

s u b s e c t i o n  t o p i ca l  a n e s t h e t i c s  a n t i­

ef f e c t i v e  w h i c h  lists the types of d r u gs  

u n d e r n e a t h  it, a n t i - g l a u c o m a  a g e n t s  and so 

f o r t h  do w n  the list, t here are p r o b a b l y  35 

d i f f e r e n t  d rugs that ar c  listed. Y o u ' r e  

c o m p o s i n g  that t hese d r u g s  not b e  lis t e d  

that i d e n t i f y  o n l y  in c a t e g o r i e s ,  is that 

w h a t  y o u  are s u g g e s t i n g ?

Dr. Demsky: T h a t  is correct.

C h a i r m a n  T i s c he r :  And h o w  w o u l d  y o u  as k

those d rugs to be listed in c a t e g o r i e s ,  w h a t  

c a t e g o r i e s  w o u l d  yo u  suggest?

Dr. Demsky: I b e l i e v e  the ones that yo u

h a v e  listed there, the a n e s t h e t i c ,  

o p t o m e t r i c  and a n t i - g l a u c o m a s.

C h a i r m a n  T i s cher: T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h ,  do

y o u  h a v e  any co m m e n t s  for us to hear?

D r. Demsky: I  d on 't  b e l ie v e  so .
C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h e  n ex t  w i t n e s s  that I'd

like to c all w o u l d  be C h a r l e s  R u s h  f r o m  

Anch o r a ge .

C h a r l e s  Rush: G o o d  M o r n i n g ,  I' m s c r r v  that

I ' m  not w e l l  p r e p a r e d  on this, this is the 

f i r s t time that I've s een the bill, h o w e v e r ,  

I a m  on the Board of P h a r m a c y  a n d I s e r v e  as 

the S e v r e t a r v  and w e  a d d r e s s e d  this b i l l  or 

a s i m i l a r  one a c o u p l e  of y e a r s  or m a y b e  

last y e a r  and e s s e n t i a l l y  I j u s t  w a n t  to be 

sure that that, l e t t e r  w a s  s till in the 

posse? i on  of the L e g i s l a t u r e  and w o u l d  he 

c o n s i d e r e d .
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I t h i n k  essentially, w h a t  w e  said in that 

le t t e r  was that this w a s  a real 

c o n c e r n  to us, that in p h a r m a c y  w e  h a v e  and 

always h a d  sort of a t r a d i t i o n a l  p r o b l e m  and 

its a v e r y  m i n o r  one w i t h  d e n t i st s  w h o  have 

r e s t r ic t e d  p r e s c r i p t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  in the 

d ate p r e s c r i b e d  for the mouth, and we have 

the n ame type of p r o b l e m  w i t h  the 

v e t e r i n a r i a n s  w h o  are limit e d  to animal, and 

thi? sometimes is a p r o b l e m  if they get out 

of t heir speciality.

N o w  w e  re a l l y r a n  into p r o b l e m  w h e n  w e  got 

the n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  and the p h y s i c i a n ' s  

a s s i s ta n t s  who w e r e  g i v e n  the a u t h o r i t y  to 

p r e s c r i b e  and w h e n  the y  came to us w i t h  this 

we did not see it w o u l d  be a p r o b l e m  and we  

said that we thought w e  could m o n i t o r  all 

the NP's and Pa ' s . W h e n  it h a p p e n e d  a l l  of 

a s u d d e n  w e  w ere faced w i t h  every NP and 

every P A  that h a d  a d i f f e r e n t  r e g iment that 

they c ould w r i t e  for, as set up by their 

c o l l a b o r a t i n g  physician. Thjs w e  soo n  found 

that p h a r m a ci s t  could not. do, w e  w e r e  not 

able to keep t rack of the c e r t a i n  items that 

each n u r s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  or P A  w a s  a l l o we d  to 

prescribe, so at that time w e  w e n t  to the 

m e d i c a l  board and the n u r s i n g  b oard and we 

said that there was no w a y  that we could 

m o n itor, that we felt that this had to be 

changed and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for the PA 

and n u r s e p r a c t i t i o n e r  had to be the 

re s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the c o l l a b o r a t i n g  

physician. N a t u r a l l y  all care was g oing to 

be e x e r c i s ed  in t h r ow i n g  their 

prescri p t i o n s ,  but if they got o u t s i d e  of 

their field than they w e r e  allo we d  to 

p r e s c r i b e  and that is s o m e t h i n g  the 

c o l l a b o r a t i n g  p h y s i c i a n  w o u l d  have to c heck 

on and w o u l d  hav e  to handle. I feel that 

this o p t o m e t r is t  w o u l d  be a simi l a r  c a t e g o r y  

and it w o u l d  be e x t r e m e l y  h a r d  for the 

p h a r m a c i s t  to first of all w o u l d  have to 

i d e n t i f y  their p r e s c r i p t i o n  so that the 

p h a r m a c i s t s  k n e w  t^at this was an 

o p t o m e t r i s t  and he ha d  limited p r e s c r i b i n g  

a u t h o r i t y  and then at that time it w o u l d  

h a v e  to be very p l a in  w h a t  that p r e s c r i b i n g  

a u t h o r i t y  was. I think thats our m a i n  

concern, the other thing that we  did not 

address h e r e  I w o u l d  p r e s u m e  and I would 

h o p e  that you are not p l a n n i n g  on h a v i n g  any 

D E A  n u m b e r s  Involved w i t h  the o pt o m e t r i s t  

and they would not p r e s c r i b e  for c on t r o l l e d
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subs t a n c e .  Has that b e e n  c o n s i d e re d ?

N u m b e r  0 2 1 2  C h a i r m a n  Tischer: If y o u  a r e  a s k i n g  the

c o m m i t t e e  that que s t i on ,  is that w h a t  yo u  

are doing?

Mr. Rush: Yes, I am. I j u s t  read t h r o u g h

this r eal quickly, I d o n 't  see w h e r e  its 

a d d r e s s e d  here, the u s e  of p r e s c r i p t i o n  or 

le g en d  drugs.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h e r e  is n o t h i n g  in this

p r o p o s e d  p i e c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  that a d d r e s s e s  

c o n t r o l l e d  subst a nc e s  as far as I c a n  see.

Mr. Rush: C on t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e s  are legend

drugs, however, n o r m a l l y  they are c l a s s i f i e d  

se p a r a t e ly ,  I b e l i e v e  if it w e r e  a d d r e s s ed  

it w o u l d  save, p o s s i b l y  it sh o u l d  be ir. the 

statute, that D E A  drugs, c o n t r o l l e d  

s u b s t a n c e s  would not be p r e s c r i b e d  and that 

they w o u l d  not h a v e  D E A  number.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you, thats a good

s u g g estion. H o w  do y o u  feel about 

c a t e g o r i c a l  listing in this p r o p o s e d  p i e c e  

of l e g i s lation, Mr. Rush?

Mr. Rush: I feel chat its d i f f i c u l t  I don't

know, I t hink its g o i n g  to be v e r y  hard for 

p h a r m a c i s t  to d r a w  the line or k n o w  w h e r e  

the line is d rawn at, if thats w h a t  y o u  are 

doing. M a y b e  it should be like industry, 

they are limited to d i s e a s e s  of the mouth, 

m a y b e  the only l i m i t a t i o n  should be limited 

to the eye, I don't know, m a y b e  thats too 

b r o a d  a category.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: Mr. Rush, if I may, the

bill add re s s e s  that by v i r t u e  of the 

d e f i n i t i o n s  that are c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  the 

b i l l  and w h a t  the l i c e n s i n g  p r oc e s s  should 

be. I h a v e  a q ue stion, am I given to 

u n d e r s t a n d  that at the p r e s e n t  time the 

p h a r m a c i s t s  are the p o l i c e  force of the 

p r e s c r i p t i o n  i n d u s t r y  if y o u  w i l l  on all 

f ields of m e d i c i n e  or is that just a policy?

N u m b e r  024 1  Mr. Rush: I t hink this is m a y b e  the w a y  it

r e a l l y  works, a p h a r m a c i s t  is c e r t a i n l y  

j o i n t l y  liable if he fills a p r e s c r i o t i o n  

for say for instance a dentist, w h o  is 

p r e s c r i b i n g  s o m et h i n g  that is not r e l a t e d  to 

the mouth. In that p a r t i c u l a r  case the
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p h a r m a c i s t  I feel is p r o b a b l y  u n d e r  a real 

o bligation, not to fill that p r e s cription.

As far as a doc t o r  of m e d i c i n e  is con c er n e d  

there is no limitation, there's c e r t a i n l y  a 

l i m i t a t i o n  if you do s om e t h i n g  wrong, if its 

an o v e rd o s e  or so m e t h in g  they should catch, 

b u t  as far as a v e t e r i n a r i a n  w r i t i n g  a 

p r e s c r i p t i o n  for a human, no w the p h ar m a c i s t  

fills that, he c e r t a i n l y  has some liability.

I t h i n k  the same thing is true w i t h  

d e n t i s t r y  and I think that u n d e r  this, the 

optometrist, and I don't t hink w e  like the 

w o r d  " p o l i ceman" but e s s e n t i a l l y  is, yes, 

yo u  are saying to us, do not fill 

p r e s c r i p t i o ns  except for the eyes and the 

eyelids than thev are g oi n g  to give us a 

s p e c if i c  list. And so, w h e n  the p r e s c r i p t i o n  

comes in it is his det e r m i n a t io n ,  it could 

result in a law suit if he strays away from 

t h a t .

N u m b e r  0261 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: I think w hat yo u  are

saying to the committee, Mr. Rush, is that 

the p h a r m a c y  industry and p r of e s s i o n  feels \ 

m o r a l  obligation to police that p r e s c r i p t i o n  

p o r t i o n  of d i s p e ns i n g  drugs to the best of 

their ability. What I w ould like to k n o w  is 

that if you are m a n d a t e d  by the law to do 

that and rather than the m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  

part of it?

Mr. Ruth: Well, I ce r t a i n l y  chink that we

are m a n d a t e d  by law, yes, its in the dental 

statutes that they can only p r e s c ri b e  for 

d i s eases of the mouth, u nder the n urse 

p r a c t i t i o n e r  they can only p r e s c r i b e  the 

items or the legend drugs that their 

c o l l a b o r a t i n g  p h y s i ci a n  allows them Co w r i t e  

for. So I think, d e f i n i t e l y  that m e a n s  the 

p h a r m a ci s t s  fills the p r e s c r i p t i o n  outside 

of that scope, certainly, its against the 

law, so I don't think its a moral, I think 

it is law.

C h c i rm a n  Tischer: Mr. Rush, I am g o i n g  to

ask for a legal opini o n  from the A t t o r n e y  

G e n e r a l ' 3 office on chat account, so that 

the committee has a c lear u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 

w h e t h e r  or not its a policy issue mor e  than 

it is a statute. What I'm look i n g  at here 

is a pro v i si o n  w i t h i n  one of the sub s t i t u t e s 

and it says; "the board shall furnish to the
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B o a r d  of P h a r m a c y  the n a m e s  of all h o l d e r s  

of e n d o r s e m e n t s  iss u e d  u n d e r  this sec t i o n" ,  

y o u  m e a n  its a p o l i c y  of one b o a r d  to s u p p l y  

the p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  b oard list of all the 

h o l d e r s  or a l l o w ed  to p r e s c r i b e  dr u g s ?  But 

it does not say a n y t h i n g  that y o u  are li a b l e  

to p o l i c e  their a c t i o n s  and I t h i n k  w e  need 

an o p i n i o n  on that.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: Rep. M a r t i n  has a

qu estion.

N u m b e r  0288 Rep. Mart i n :  T h a n k  yo u  M a d a m  C h a i r m a n ,  Goo d

M o r n i n g  C h a rles, as you  said w e  hav e  b e e n  on 

this t hing for 4 or 5 y e a r s  now, sam e thing, 

no pr o gr e s s .  T h e  same q u e s t i o n s  are b e i n g  

a s k e d and I b e l i e v e  there are a n s we r s  if we 

d o n ' t try to nit p i c k  this b i l l  to d e a t h  one 

w a y  or the other, ther e ' s  alw ay s  g oi n g  to be 

any if or but. But I fee l  that the 

c a t e g o r i z i n g  drugs is p r o b a b l y  the b e s t  w a v  

to go th r o u g h  this as y o u  k n o w  in y o u r  

p r o f e s s i o n  ther e' s  always n e w  drugs on the

m a r k e t  for n e w  things and its a w f u l  h a r d  to

k e e p  up w ith, and thats up to the 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  group. O nes to r e g u l a t i o n  and 

the ones to e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o gram, w e  k n o w  in 

the last two y ea r s  the o p t o m e t r i s t  hav e  done 

a s u p e r b  .job in u p g r a d i n g  e ve r y o n e ' s  

educa t i o n ,  m a k i n g  sure they had m i n i m u m  

h o u r s  of t r a i n i n g  for x use  to w h a t  d r u g s or 

w h a t  p r o c ed u r e s ,  and r a t h e r  than tidy all 

these things in the law itself that we 

s hould let the r e g u l a t i o n  and the e d u c a t i o n

be the g uide line of wh a t  they are a l l o w ed

to do. If w e  get i n v o l v e d  in s a y i n g  that we 

w a n t  drugs only for the eyes w e  k n o w  that 

a n y t h i n g  that en te r s  the b ody is g o i n g  to go 

t h r o u g h  the w h o l e  bod y  no m a t t e r  w ha t  point 

of interest, and than w e  get into the nit 

p i c k i n g  t e c h n o l o g i e s  on that too. Wha t  I'm 

l o o k i n g  for is to a l l o w  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  group 

and w e  h a v e  to h a v e  faith in those 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  gro u p s  to gi v e  the bes t  that 

t hey h a v e  to o f f e r  to the patients. A n d  I 

feel that in this state w e  h a v e  a lot of top 

r a t e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s  that go out into the 

re m o t e  a reas and if they h a v e  the e x p e r t i s e  

t hey sh o u l d  be allo w e d  to use them and w o r k  

u pon the p a ti e n t s  that they s u d d e n l y  run 

into that n eeds it.

N u m b e r  031 3  Mr. Rush: I don't k n o w  if I d e f i n i t e l y

d i s a g r e e  w i t h  w h a t  you said there, Terry. I
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t h i n k  our c o n c e rn  o n  the B o a r d  of P h a r m a c y  

is that w e  not put ou r  p h a r m a c i s t  in the 

p o s i t i o n  w h e r e  it is e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  for 

the m to k n o w  w h e t h e r  they are allo we d  w h e r e  

its legal to fill a p r e s c r i p t i o n  or not and 

I t h i nk  that m a y b e  s o m e th i n g  should be 

co n t i n u e d  if y o u  are c o n s i d e r i n g  that they 

are going to give us a list, like the list 

that w e  got of the n urse p r a c t i t i o n e r  and of 

the PA's. That  has had a few p r oblems, they 

add n e w  p e o p l e  all the time to the list and 

then there are pe o p le  wh o  are taken f rom the 

list that are no longer l i c e n s e d  and this 

gets into a c o n t i n u a l  n e e d  for u p d a t i n g  and 

e s p e c i a l l y  w e  have in our nurse 

p r a c t i t i o n e r s  and the PA's regula t i o n s  a 

part that says if a c o l l a b o r a t i n g  p h y s i c i a n  

no longer coll a b o r at e s  w i t h  the nurse 

p r a c t i t i o ne r ,  the P h a r m a c y  3oard w i l l  be let 

k n o w n  in 24 hours. Because, if this 

happe n s ,  the c o l l a b o r a t i n g  p h y s ic i a n  has 

some p r o b l e m  w i t h  the n ur s e  p r a c t i t i o n e r  or 

the PA, than its e s s e n t i a l  that we get that 

i n f o r m a t i o n  q u i c k l y so that we can n o t i f y  

the p h a r m a c i s t  and they d on't fill the 

p r e s cription.

N u m b e r  033 2  Rep. Martin: T h a n k  you, I w h o l e

w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  agree w it h  your p r o b l e m  and 

p e r s o n a l l y  think the p ha r m a c i s t s  have done a 

n u m b e r  one job around the state in trying to 

c o n t r ol  m i s u s e  of drugs w h e t h e r  it: comes to 

doctors or w h e r e  you are almost forced to at 

times to accept that p r e s c r i p t i o n  w h e n  you 

k n o w  d a m  w e l l  that a p r o b l e m  w i l l  s p e c u l a t e  

anyway. And I ver y  much a ppreciate 

p h a r m a c i s t s  I've k n o w n  w h o  have 

c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  notified the vario u s  

d e p a r t me n t s  if they can't get the do ct o r  to 

r i g h t l y  c o n si d e r  the pr e scriptions. I 

p e r s o n a l l y  a p pr e c i a t e  the concerns that you 

are e xpressing, I t hink its a v e r y  va l  :d 

report and m a y b e  the o p t o m e t r i s t  can w o r k  up 

an ea s i e r  proc e d u r e  for the pharmacist, 

b e c a u s e  they w ant to p r ot e c t  t h e m s e lv e s  too. 

T h e y  d on't w a n t  their image t a rnished by any 

w e a k  members.

N u m b e r  0345 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: I'd like to n o w  go to

Juneau, w e  hav e  a Stuart Ball wh o  w o u l d  like 

to testify, and for those who are l i s t e n i n g  

or p r e p a r i n g  to testify I a p p r ec i a t e  v e r y
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m u c h  if yo u  w o u l d  as y o u  c o m e  to the t able 

a n n o u n c e  y o u r  n a m e  and y o u r  a f f i l i a t i o n  if 

any.

N u m b e r  0354 S t u a r t  Ball: M y  n a m e  is Dr. S t u a r t  Ball, an

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ,  and w o u l d  i n i t i a l l y  say 

that I a m  o p p o s e d  to this bill. L e t  m e  go 

t h r o u g h  m y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  college; 

p r e - m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  - 4 

ye a r s ,  did s t r a i g h t  m e d i c i n e ,  i n t e r n s h i p  and 

3 y e a r s  of o p h t h a l m o l o g y  t r a i n i n g  for the 

y e a r  of s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  in N e w  Y o r k  

C i t y  and gla u co m a .  I ' m  o p p o s e d  to this 

bill, b e c a u s e  it p r o p o s e s  to giv e  the 

p r i v i l e g e  of p r a c t i c i n g  m e d i c a l  care of the 

o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  it is p u t  forth b y  some w h o  

s i n c e re l y ,  b u t  m i s t a k e n l y  b e l i e v e  that 

o p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  the p r o p e r  training. Fac t  

is, this is not so. It is only r e c e n t l y  

that an y  ... a t t e n t i o n  ha s  b e e n  turned to 

the m e d i c a l  c a r e  and d i a g n o s i s  and t r e a t m e n t  

of c o n d i t i o n  of the eye in o p t o m e t r y  school.

Th e  m a j o r i t y  of p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t  h a v e  

onl y a c c u r a c y  look at this and e v e n  r e c e n t l y  

t r a i n ed  o p t o m e t r i s t  h a v e  c e r t a i n l y  not had 

enough. T h e  l e c t u r e s  they hav e  had in 

o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l s  do not q u a l i f y  them to 

p r a c t i c e  as p h y s i c i a n s .  I m a i n t a i n  that is 

w r o n g  m i n d e d  to p r o p o s e  by l e g i s l a t i v e  fiat 

to g i v e  to any p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p  the ri g h t s  

and p r i v i l e g e s  that sh o u l d  have first b e e n  

e arned, to give the o p t o m e t r i s t  the r ight to 

p r a c t i c e  and than as k  them to r e t u r n  for the 

e d u c a t i o n  the y  need, seems to m e  be both 

r i d i c u l o u s  and fri g h t e n i n g.  T h e  fact is, 

few had the ... e d u c a t i o n  and n o n e  ha d  the 

c l i n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  to p r a c t i c e  and d i a g n o s e  

the t r e a t m e n t  of m e d i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of the 

eye w i t h o u t  the s u p e r v i s i o n  of a q u a l i f i e d  

p h y s i c i a n .  I i m p lo r e  you the l e g i s l a t u r e  to 

c o n s i d e r  the s e r i o u s n e s s  of this bill, w e  

are t a l k i n g  h e r e  about people, sight and the 

h e a l t h  of t h e i r eyes. N a t i o n a l  public 

o p i n i o n  polls, and I ' m  sure v n " 'I* agree, 

r a n k  loss of sight, s e c o n d  o n l y  to c a n c e r  as 

their g r e a t e s t  fear. Y o j  h a v e  the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to p r o t e c t  the public, if 

p a s s ed  this b i l l  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w o u l d  

o n l y  s e r v e  the c o m p l i c a t e d  a l r e a d y  c o n f u s i n g  

situation. M o s t  of the p u b l i c  is u n a w a r e  of 

the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  an o p t o m e t r i s t  and 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  and the g reat d i f f e r e n c e s  in 

t heir c a p a b i l i t i e s  and training. P a s s a g e s
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of this b i l l  w o u l d  i mp l y  to the p u b l i c  both 

that o p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  the a b i l i t y  to 

d i a g n o s e  and m a n a g e  eye c o n d i t i o n s  and a 

c o m p l e t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the u se  of these 

d rugs and the m a n a g e m e n t  of their p o s s ib l e  

com pl i c a t i o n s.  N o n e  of these c o n di t i o n s  are 

true. O p t o m e t r i s t  have  claimed they can 

s a f e l y  use the m e d i c a t i o n  p r o p o s e d  but 

d u r i n g  m y  g l a u c o m a  f e l l o w s h i p  I p e r s o n a l l y  

w i t n e s s e d  three s u r g i c a l  em er g e n c i e s  b r o u g h t  

on so l e l y  b y  the u s e  of these drugs and m a n y  

m o r e  w h i c h  the q u i c k  and a c c u r a t e  dia g n o s i s  

and e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t w a s  v i t a l  to 

p r e s e r v i n g  tha sight.

I s h u d d e r  to think that the bill was passed 

and the p u b l i c  wa s  furt he r  confu se d  about 

w h o  is the p r o p e r  p r o v i d e r  p r i m a r y  eye car^ 

w h a t  n e e d l e s s  p a i n  and s u f f e r i n g  ard loss of 

sight m i g h t  be caused. In summary, I feel 

this b ill p r o p o s e s  to give an u n earned 

p r i v i l e g e  w i t h o u t  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  r eq uisite 

r e s p o ns i b i l i t y . It is u ne arned, beca u se  

o p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  h a d  even none oc 

i n a d e q u a t e  c l i n i c a l  training, and they 

p r o p o s e  in this b il l  to deter ine among 

thems e l v e s  wh o  is c o m p e t e n t  a mong them to 

u s e  the drugs. Th a t  f ri ghtens me, it should 

f r i ghten y o u  and w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  f ri ghten an 

i n f o r m e d  public, also this bill gives the 

r ight to "to d i a g n o se "  ro oeople who q u a l i f y  

at best o n l y  to detect and do so w i t h o u t  

r e q u i r i n g  r e f e r r a l  to a q u a li f i e d  ph y s i c i a n 

for d i a g n o s i s  and care. I think there's 

r o o m  for c o m p r o m i s e  though, ce r t a in l y  

c o m p r o m i s e  s u b s t i t u t e  bi l l  as b eing 

sub mi t t e d  to b o t h  the H o u s e  anc. Senate for 

p r o p o s i n g  to give edu c at i o n a l l y , qua l i f i ed  

and tested o p t o m e t r i s t s  the use of a limited 

list of drugs to ass i s t  in their d e t ection 

of a b n o r m a l i t i e s  of the eye, but it also 

r e c o g n i z e s  t heir li m i t a t i o n s  to "to 

d i a g n o s e "  as d i s t i n c t  fr o m  det e ct  

a b n o r m a l i t i e s  of the eye and requires the 

r e f e rr e d  to a q u a l i f i e d  physician.

I feel this is the most a p p r o p r i a t e  to the 

r ea l i t i e s of the s i t u a t i o n  and the welf a r e  

of all c o n c e r n e d  and if I could just answer 

one c o m m e n t  that was m a d e  by the o p t om e t r i s t  

w h o  spoke first. A bo u t  the r e a lities and 

the insurance; h e  m e n t i o n e d  ins u ra n c e  rates 

f rom '75 and '78 w h i c h  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  I 

t h i n k  by  the N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  Ins u r a n c e
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A d j u s te r s .  I w a n t  to n o t e  that those d ates 

w e r e  b e f o r e  t hose states h a d  d r u g  bills for 

d i a g n o s t i c  d-" b u t  w e r e  not t h e r a p e u t i c

d r u g s  and f * o m  '79 to '80; the i n s u r a n c e  

r a t e s  for o p t o m e t r i s t s  w e n t  up 38% b e c a u s e  

of the c l ai m s  a g a i n s t  them, and s i n c e  then  

t hey h a v e  g o n e  up d r a m a t i c a l l y  more, b u t  I 

d o n ' t  k n o w  the p e r c e n t a g e .

N u m b e r  0435 C h a i r m a n  T i sc h e r :  T h a n k  you v e r y  much, Dr.

Ball, are there q u e s t i o n s  f rom the 

c o m m i t t e e ?  Rep. D a v i s ?

Rep. Davis: T h a n k  yo u  M a d a m  Chairman. T h a n k

y o u  for y o u r  testimony, I'm c u r i o u s  to k n o w  

if y o u  see n  this CS for HB 225 that has b e e n  

r e f e r r e d  to as the c o m p r o m i s e  b i l l  or is it 

one of Sen. J o s e p h s o n ' s ?

C h a i r m a n  T i sc h e r :  W h i c h  v e r s i o n ?

Rep. Davis: I t h i n k  the o nly v e r s i o n  that

I've s e e n  is Sen. J o s e p h so n ' s .

C h a i r m a n  T i sc h e r :  Yo u  w i l l  no t e  that some

of us ha v e  s e v e r a l  v e r s i o n s  

fro m  Sen. J o s e p h s o n ' s  and at the top of the 

right h a n d  c o r n e r  for these w ho  are p r i v y  to 

h a v i n g  a copy, its v e r s i o n  n u m b e r  1, 2 and 

3, and e a c h  one is d i f fe r e n t .  W h i l e  y o u  are 

l o o k i n g  for that, well, I'll let yo u  a s k  

that q u e s t i o n  first.

(
C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r : I w a s  l o o k i n g  at v e r s i o n

n u m b e r  1 to b e g i n  with.

Rep. Davis: The last v e r s i o n  it the

v e r s i o n  the co m m i t t e e  w a s  l o ok i n g  at, 

v e r s i o n  n u m b e r  3.

C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r:  T h e  real w a t e r e d  d o w n

one., is that w h a t  y o u  think?

N u m b e r  0 452 Dr. Ball: T h e  last v e r s i o n  is the one thats

a c t u a l l y  in the o t h e r  b o d y  right n o w  is the 

one y o u  feel is the c o m p r o m i s e d  one, the one 

you. can live w i t h ?  Is that w ha t  y o u ' r e  

saying?

I
 N u m b e r  0457 Chair.nan T i s ch e r :  Its g o i n g  to be real

co n f u s i n g  for a l l  those l i s t e n e rs  and 

o b s e r v e r s  w h o  are t e s t i f y i n g  to c a r r y  on  a 

c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h o u t  d o c u m e n t s  in front of 
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sur e  Chat w h e n  y o u are id e n t i f y i n g  a n y thing 

p l e a s e  r e f e r to a s e c t i o n  or a line and 

i d e n t i f y  w h a t  d o c u m e n t  y o u  are looking at.

So that e v e n  though p e o p l e  who don't h a v e  

the d oc u m e n t  in front of them w i l l  k n o w  what 

yo u  are talk i n g  about.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: Rep. Davis, do you have

y o u r  answer?

Rep. Davis: Yes, t h a n k  y o u  M a d a m  Chairman.

C h a i r m a n  T i s cher: Ar e  there any qu e s t i o ns

from the c o m m i t t e e  for Dr. Ball?

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: I h a v e  a q u e stion Dr.

Ball; v e r s i o n  n u m b e r  one of Sen. Joseph s on ' s  

bill; i de n t i f i e s  a list of approved drugs 

and they are c a t e g o r i z e d  and u nder the 

cate g o r i e s  are s u b s e c t i o n s  that list various 

drugs chat could be used by a licensee 

h o l d i n g  a c e r t i ficate. In o ther w ords the 

licensed o p t o m e t r i s t s  that is c o n tr o l l e d  by 

the o p t o m e t r y  b oard and so forth, w o u l d  you 

p l e a s e  look at chat list and m ake comments 

o n  it please.

N u m b e r  0476 Dr. Ball: Yes, I've beer, looking at the

list and topical a n e s t h e ti c s  w h i c h I think 

they can, c e r t a i n l y  those who have beer, 

p r o p e r l y  trained and tested on their recent 

use and e ffectives, I think is outside their 

;■ i.alm and implies that they have a 

s u f f ic i e n t  cl i n i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and 

k n o w l e d g e  to d i a g n o s e  conditions. And I 

think they can detect w h e n  there is an 

a b n o rmality, but I t hink it puts too big of 

a bu r d e n  on them wh o  have onl y  gone b a c k  to 

learn.

N u m b e r  0486 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: If you w ere sitting down

on an e x a m i n a t i o n  for an optome t r i s t  w h o  

m a i n t a i n  that they ha d the skill and the 

ed u c a t i o n  to u t i l i z e h a v i n g  eff e c t i v e  drugs 

and d e m o n s t r a t e  to you through testing and 

e x a m i n a t i o n  that they had those 

q u a l i fi c a t i o n s , w h a t  w ou l d  you say?

N u m b e r  0491 Dr. Ball: If I can set an exa m  and they

p a s s e d  it, I w o u l d  still feel there other 

people, p a r a m e d i c a l  peop l e  who can 

d e m o n s t r a t e  for e f f i c i e n c y  and certain 

limited areas; like i n tensive care nurses 

h a v e  c e r t a i n  limited specified capa b i l i t ie s
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a n d  c e r t a i n  s i t u a t io n s ,  but that e v e n  then 

is s till always u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  of a 

p h y s i c i a n  to r e - e v a l u a t e  and to m o n i t o r  w h a t  

they do, and I f eel in t hesa s ituations, 

w h e r e  the h e a l t h  of the eve p r e s e r v a t i o n  of 

sight is always a factor. A nd  the o th e r  

c a t e g o r i e s  is e ve n  m o r e  important, any 

g l a u c o m a  agents, any i n f l a m m a t o r y  agents, 

a n y  virals, the s i t u a t i o n  comes e v e n  m o r e  

Important. I t h i n k  that in a n y  of these 

si t u a t i o ns ,  the y  w o u l d  first h a v e  to 

d e m o n s t r a t e  for e f f i c i e n cy ,  b u t  alw a y s  u n d e r  

the g u i d a n c e  of a p h ysician.

N u m b e r  (k 96 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: I w o u l d  like to h a v e  you

first a n s w e r  m y  q u e s t i o n ,  if yo u  put the 

e x a m  to the o p t o m e t r i s t  and thny p a s s e d  the 

e x a m  s u f f i c i e n t l y  to m e e t  y o u r  d e s i r e s and 

y o u r  needs, p r o v i n g  or d i s a p p r o v i n g  one or 

the other, that they h a v e  the a b i l i t y  to do 

anything; w h a t  y o u  are sa yi n g  to me is that 

yo u  w o u l d  s till not a l l o w  them to do it 

un l es s  yo u s u p e r v i s e  them, is that c o r r e c t?

Dr. Ball: Yes.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you doctor. I

w o u l d  also like to have for those w h o  are in 

the field, if you stay at the sites if you 

ha v e  any q u e s t i o n s  of the o ther w i t n e s s e s  

through the Chair, I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  you 

e ither s u b m i t t i n g  them, so we can a s k  them 

if you are not g o i n g  to stay or that you 

direct them y ou rself. I think this w o u l d  be 

a good time to hav e  an e x c h a n g e  of dialog, 

so if y o u  h a v e  a s p e c i f i c  q u e s ti o n  thro u g h  

the C h a i r  to a n o t h e r  w i t n e s s  that w o u l d  

c l a r i fy  for the c o m m i t t e e  and in f o r m  them I 

w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  you d o i n g  that. T h e  next 

w i t n e s s  that we w o u l d  call is in the Mat Su 

Valley; Dr. D e n i s e  ..., and pl e as e  correct 

m y  p r o nu n c i a t i o n,  if y o u  w o u l d  please.

N u m b e r  049 9  My nam e  is D e n i s e  ... and I'm an o p t o m e t r i s t

in priv at e  p r a c t i c e  h e r e  in M a t - S u  V a l l e y  

and I've been h e r e  for about two years. I'm

t e s t i f y i n g  in f avor of d i a g n o s t i c  and

t h e r a p e u t i c  d - u g  use by o p t o m e t r i s ts .  Y o u  

ha v e  alrea d y  h e a r d  m u c h  on this, so I'll be 

brief. Dr. Ba l l  seems to feel that none of 

the o p t o m e t r i s t s  h ave the p r op e r  ... 

c l i n i c a l  training. I, h o we v e r ,  was an

o p t o m e tr i s t  w o r k i n g  in T h i a l a n d  for a y ear

a fter I gra d u at e d  and I use d  both d i a g n o s t i c
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and t h e r a p e u t i c  d rugs there and I felt that 

m y  o pt o m e t r i c  e d u c a t i o n  a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e d  

m e  for a n y  type o p t o m e t r i c  care. T h e  

near e s t  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  to m e  in T h i a l an a  

wa s  about 8 h o u r s  away and I r e f e r r e d  all m y  

surgical p a t i e n t s  to him, but I felt 

q u a l i f i e d  to do b a s i c d i a g n o s t i c  treatment 

myself. To be able to p r o v id e  that same 

s cope of care h e r e  in Alaska, I t h i n k  w o u l d  

be e x t r e m e l y  useful, not o n l y  to the 

o p t o m e t r i s t  but also o b v i o u s l y  to the 

patient. Her e  in the valle y ,  w e  d on't have 

an o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  h e r e  all the time, our 

o ffices o p e n  lat e on Fridays and also open 

on Saturdays, and the G e n e r a l  P ra c t i t i o n e r  

here in town are ope n  dur i n g  those 

p a r t i c u l a r  hours. So if y o u  hav e  a patient 

that comes w i t h  some kind of contact lens 

o ver w e a r  or s m a l l  a b r a s i o n  and y o u  w ant to 

give them some kind of a n t i b i o t i c  just to 

....you cannot do that, so y o u  either have 

to send that p a t i e n t to the P a l m e r  E m e r g e n c y  

Ro o m  w h i c h  is going to cost them a lot of 

m o n e y  and time or send them to Anchorage, 

w h i c h  is a real h a r d s h i p  on people, 

e s p e c i a l l y  you r  o lder p at i e n t s  who don't 

like to drive that distance. So, basically,

I see it as an inc r e a s e d i n c o n v e n i e nc e  for 

the patient, a lot of d ec r e a s e  in cost for 

patient and e s p e c i a l l y  for people w h o  

pract i c e  not in A n c h o r a g e  are a real 

ad v a n t a g e to the pe o pl e  that you serve.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: Doe s  that c o n clude your

testimony?

D e n i s e  ...: Yes, it does.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: An y  q u e s t io n s  from the 

committee?

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: I h a v e  a q ue s t i o n  for you

doctor, there is a p r o p o s e d 

list of drug3 in v e r s i o n  num b er  one of 

C o m m i t t e e  S u b st i t u t e  and ident i f y  those in 

categories, a l t h o u g h  I did not read the 

entire list. H o w  do you feel about the 

le g i s l a t i o n  p r o p o s i  j; listing s p e cific drugs 

versus c a t e g o r i c a l  drugs or none?

De n i s e  ...: W e l l  I'd be in favor of 

categorical, however, listing them seems a 

little bit r e s t r i c t i v e  just b e c a us e  new
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d r u g s  com e  on the m a r k e t  e v e ry  so o f t e n  if 

you h a v e  a c e r t a i n  list and y o u r  list w i l l  

be  o u t d a t e d  and y o u ' l l  h a v e  a p r o b l e m  if can 

you p r e s c r i b e  it and y o u  n e e d  to c h a n g e  the 

b i l l  and that sort of thing.

C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r :  I also h a v e  a n o t h e r

que s t i o n,  D o c t o r ,  in the p r o p o s e d  

l e g i sl a t i o n .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a c o p y  of the 

o r i g i n a l  bill?

D e n i s e  ...: Yes, the o r i g i n a l  bill,

C h a i r m a n  Ti s c h e r :  T h a n k  you. Ar e  t here any 

p r o v i s i o n s  in H o u s e  B i l l  225, o r i g i n a l  

v e r s i o n  that y o u  feel n e e d s to be e x p a n d e d  

or d e c l a r i f i e d  for the p r o t e c t i o n  of the 

O p t o m e t r i s t  as w e l l  as to prove y our wo r t h ,  

if y o u  w dll?

Deni s e :  B a s i c a l l y ,  it seems that e v e r y t h i n g

is r e a l l y  com p le t e ,  a g a i n  you h a v e  to r e f e r  

to o u r  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  and a g a i n  I'm 

not a p art of that, I ' m  s o m e w ha t  u n i n f o r m e d  

ar, to the v a r i o u s  v e rsions.

C h a i r m a n  T i sc h e r :  T h a n k  you. I have 

a n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  w i l l  y o u  hold on, I have 

to l o o k  it up. H o w  do y o u  feel about a 

p r o v i s i o n  that w.-Hild r e q u i r e  that u p o n  the 

a d v i c e  and g u i d a n c e  of s t a t e  m e d i c a l  b oard 

that d e v e l o p i n g  a sp e c i f i c  list of 

p r e s c r i p t i o n s  and n o n - p r e s c r i p t i o n ,  

d i a g n o s t i c  and t h e r a p e u t i c  drugs and their 

d o s a g e s  be u se d  in p r a c t i c e  of o p t o m e t r y?

Deni s e :  I d on't p a r t i c u l a r l y  like that for

the r e a s o n  b e i n g  that w i t h  a d v i s i n g  c o n s en t  

it m e a n s  that if you try to get a g r o up  of 

p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r  to a d v i s e  and c o ns e n t  to 

a n ything, its a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  thing to do, 

y o u  h a v e  to get a m e e t i n g ,  yo u  h a v e  to get 

o p t o m e t r i s t  and o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  t o g e t h e r  and 

you h a v e  to get s o m e t h i n g  accom p l i sh e d .

T h r e e  things w h i c h  are all v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to 

do.

C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r : T h e  l a n g u a g e reads; w i t h

a d v i c e  and g u i d a n c e ,  it does not r e q u i r e  

a p p r o v a l  of the m e d i c a l  board, but jus t  the 

a d v i c e  and g ui dance, in m y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  it 

m e a n s  that there be a c o l l a b o r a t i v e  ef f o r t  

to . . . (end of t a p e ) .
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T a p e  5, Side 2

R e c o r d i n g

N u m b e r  0001 C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r  continues: ... T h e  a p p r o v a l

of the M e d i c a l  Board be secured but that the 

Bo a r d  of O p t o m e t r y  and the Board of M e d i c i n e  

c o l l a b o r a t e  for the best interest of the 

client.

Denise: ...I d on ' t  r e a l l y  see a big p r o b l e m

w i t h  that.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you ver y  much.

W e ' l l  c a l l  the n ex t  w i t ness; James 

P a t t e r s o n ,  and p l e a s e  i n d icate y o u r s e l f  and 

w h o  yo u  are.

James Patterson: M y  nam e  is Jim Patterson,

I' m  an o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  w h o  has been in 

p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  in A n c h o r a g e  for the past 

12 years; I am t e st i f y i n g  as a c o ncerned 

i ndividual. I ' m  o p p o s e d  to HB 225 b e c a u s e  I 

feel that the p r e se n t  level of e d u c a t i o n and 

b a c k g r o u n d  of p r a c t i c i n g  A l a s k a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  

in no w a y  q u a l i f i e s  them for using d r u g s  for 

d i a g n o s i s  and or tre a t m e n t or to p e r f o r m  

surgery. T h e r e  are seve r al  articles and 

l i t e r a t u r e  w h i c h  d r a m a t i c a l l y  dem o n s t r a t e 

the e d u c a t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  and optometrist. O ne  of the 

b e t t e r  a r t ic l e s  by Do n  P e a r s o n  and it 

appea r e d  in the t r a n s a c t i o n  of the A m e r i c a n  

A c a d e m y  of O p h t h a l m o l o g y  and ...; these 

artic l e s  i n di c a t e  the present day 

o p t o metrists, these are the i ndividuals who 

are p r a c t i c i n g  in A l a s k a  are sorely lacking 

in m e d i c a l  and clinic expertise. A n o t h e r  

a r t i c le  b y  Dr. Campbell, he states an 

a c c u ra t e  and a p p r o p r i a t e  referral for 

t re a t m e n t of eye p r o b l e m  in the e f f e c t i v e l y  

p e r f o r m e d  on the basis of a good h i s t o r y  and 

e x t e r n a l l y  e x a m i n a t i o n . . . (noise in 

b a c k g r o u n d ).  As h i g h  as 95Z of all eye 

d i s o r d e r s  can be p r o t e c t e d  and d e t e r m i n e d  in 

this fashion, all of these procedures can be 

p e r f o r m e d  w i t h o ut  the use of any di a g n o s t i c  

drugs. I w o u l d  like to address the 

c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  of drugs listed in the 

p r o p os e d  b ill anti point out one specific 

example: Cocaine, in the broad sense of the

w o r d  is a ... drug, drags w h e n  applied the 

front surface of the eye can be absorbed 

s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  w i t h i n  a mi n u t e  of 7 to 8 

seconds, it has a topical effect of n u m b i n g  

the front surface, it wa s  one of the first
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a g e n t s  to us e  to p e r f o r m  ey e  surgery, it 

also d i l a t e s  the pupils.

N u m b e r  0033 T h i s  dr u g  i n c l u d e d  for u s e  by o p t o m e t r i s t s

in p r e s e n t  f o r m  of legislation, this d r u g  

p r e s e n t l y  r e q u i r e s  D E A  n u m b e r s and a p p r o v a l  

for p h y s i c i a n  to p r e s c r i b e  this agent. In 

summary, if o p t o m e t r i s t s  w a n t  to f u n c t i o n  as 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ,  let us p r o t e c t  the p e o p l e  

of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  and require t h e m  to 

go b a c k  to s c h o o l  t h r o u g h  the e x i s t i n g  

p r o g r a m  and g a i n  the n e c e s s a r y  c l i n i c a l  and 

p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  n e e d e d  in this f i e l d  of 

m e d i c i n e .  Fo r  t he s e  reasons, I u r g e  y o u  to 

d e f e a t  this p r o p o s e d  l e g i s la t i o n  in its 

p r e s e n t  form. T h a n k  you.

N u m b e r  0042 C h a i r m a n  Ti s cher: T h a n k  you, Dr. P a t t e r s o n ,

a re there q u e s t i o n s  from the c o m m i t t e e ?  I 

see none. I h a v e  a question, Dr. P a t t e r s o n ,  

r a t h e r  a comme n t ,  this pres e n t l e g i s l a t i o n  

that is b e f o r e  the c o m m i t t e e  is the o r i g i n a l  

H o u s e  B ill and for the b e n e f i t  of t h o s e  w h o  

do n o t  h a v e  the d o c u m e n t  before them, I 

w o u l d  like to read S e c t i o n s  2 and 3, 

a c t u a l l y  the y  are p r a c t i c a l l y  the same. One 

is the " o p t o m e t r y "  is the e x a m i n a t i o n  of, 

the o t h e r  s e c t i o n  is; the " p r a c t i c i n g  

o p t o m e t r y "  and I w o u l d  like to read that and 

hav e you c o m m e n t  Doctor, if you w o u l d  

please:

" P r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r y "  is an e x a m i n a t i o n  of 

the h u m a n  eyes and v i s u a l  system for the 

p u r p o s e  of a s c e r t a i n i n g  a dep a rt u r e  f r o m  the 

normal, a s c e r t a i n i n g  the status of the h u m a n  

v i s u a l  system, in c l u d i n g  r efractive and 

f u n c t i o n a l  a b i l i t i e s,  or a s c e r t a i n i n g  the 

p r e s e n c e  of o c u l a r  d i s e a s e  and any o t h e r  

d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  the n o r m a l  which r e q u i r e s  

r e f e r r a l  to o t h e r  h e a l t h  care p r a c t i t i o n e r s ;  

or the d i a g n o s i s  of an o p ti c a l  d e f i c i e n c y  or 

d e f o r m i t y ,  v i s u a l  o r  m u s c u l a r  a n o m a l y  of the 

h u m a n  eye; or the d i a g n o s i s  and t r e a t m e n t,  

i n c l u d i n g  the use of drugs, of 

i n f l am m a t i o n s ,  i n f e c t i o n s  and i n ju r i e s  of 

the eyes and eyelids; or the p r e s c r i p t i o n  or 

a p p l i c a t i o n  of lenses, pr i sm s  or o c u l a r  

e x e r c i s e s  for the c o r r e c t i o n  or r e l i e f  of 

the h u m a n  eye; nr the h o l d i n g  of o n e s e l f  out

as b e i n g  able to do so.

N u m b e r  0060 C h a i r m a n  T i s c h er :  I h e a r d  in your t e s t i m o n y

s o m e t h i n g  r e f e r r i n g  to surg er y  w h i c h  this
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p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  does not address, but 

in a d d i t i o n  to that, w o u l d  yo u  c o m m e n t  on 

that d e f i n i t i o n  and give us some g u i d a n c e ?

Number 0063 Dr. Patterson: I w o u l d  t hink that a

s u r g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e  w o u l d  be the r e m o v a l  of a 

f o r e i gn  b od y  f r o m  the surf a c e  of the e y e  or 

p e r h a p s  e ven the remo v a l  of a p a r t i a l l y  

p e n e t r a t i n g  fore i g n  body. If an i n d i v i d u a l  

g i v e n an a gent w h i c h  has s ufficient p o w e r  to 

numb the front s u r f ac e  of the eyes a nd  suc h  

a p r o c e d u r e  can b e  p e r f o r m e d  I w o u l d  expect 

that such an  i n d i v i d u a l  m i g h t  be t e m p t e d  to 

r e m o v e  the foreign b o d y  a f t er  h a v i n g  r e m o v e d  

seve r a l  f o re i g n  bodies, perhaps they m i g h t  

be so inclined to remove a growth on the 

surface of the eye, since they have the 

agents to p e r f o r m  such. Surgery is not 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  e x c l u d e d  in the bill and I 

w o u l d  see p ro b l e m s  w i t h  p o s sibly e x t e n d i n g  

into the s ur g i c a l  area. I have trou b le  

r e d e f in i n g  o p t o m e t r y  as a practice in w h i c h  

eye d i s e a s e  is d i a g n o s e d  as also s p e c i f i c  

t h e r a p e u t i c  and d i a g n o s t i c  p rocedures are 

performed.

N u m b e r  0078 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: But there is no

id e n t i f i c a t i o n  in that d ef i n i t i o n  at all 

chat deals w i t h  d i s e a s e  or any infe r e n c e  

even close i n f erence as far as I can see and 

surgery, Doctor, I w a n t e d  to kno w  w h a t  

y o u ' r e  int e r pr e t i n g  that section of the bill 

correctly.

N u m b e r  0081 Dr. Patterson: I'm saying that, yes, I

real i z e  that s u r g e r y  is not s p e c i f ic a l l y  

add re s s e d  in that bill, I think that 

d e f i c iency, I also am against saying 

o p t o me t r i s t s  d i a g n o s e  and treat d i s e a s e s  of 

the eye.

N u m b e r  0085 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you, Doctor, are

there any que s t io n s  from the c o mmittee? If 

not, w e  w i l l  go on to the next w i t n e s s  and 

that w i l l  be Ste v e n  D o b s o n  from Ancho ra g e .

Number 0092 S t e v e n  Dobson: T h i s  is Steven Dobson, I'm

an o p t o m e t r i s t p r a c t i c i n g  in Anchorage, I 

w as b o m  and raised in A l a s k a  and a t t e n d e d  

the local C o m m u n i t y  C o l le g e  and U n i v e r s i t y  

and Undergraduate. I received m y  D o c t o r  of 

O p t o m e t r y  D e g r e e  f r o m  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  

C o l l e g e  of Optometry, I also com p l e te d  a 

o n e - ye a r  re s i d e n c y at the Veterans M e d i c a l
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C e n t e r  in L o s  A n geles; and first of all I am 

v e r y  g r a t e f u l  for  the A l a s k a  S t u d e n t  L o a n  

P r o g r a m  and also the W I C H E  p r o g r a m  that 

h e l p e d  f i n a n c e  this study. I d e c i d e d  to 

r e t u r n  to A l a s k a  to p r a c t i c e  o p t o m e t r y  at 

the l evel of w h i c h  I've b e e n  trained, I 

g u e s s thats w h y  I ' m  t e s t i f y i n g  h e r e  b e f o r e  

the c o m m i t t e e  t od a y  a b o u t the issues that 

h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  up by  p r i o r  test i m o n ie s .

I w o u l d  l i k e  to c l e a r  o n e  are a  of c onfusion, 

thats the a r e a  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  j u d g me n t ;  if 

the l a w  r e q u i r e s  that I t reat an y  or al l  eye 

dis e a s e s,  I h a v e  a d i f f i c u l t  time g o i n g  to 

m y  o f f i c e  eac h  m o r n i n g ,  n e e d l e s s  to say, I 

u t i l i z e  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  j u d g m e n t  e v e r y  day 

on e v e r y  p a t i e n t,  and ev e n  wi t h  the d r u g  law 

I s t i l l  w o u l d  be r e f e r r i n g  m a n y  of my  

p a t i e n t s  for that s e c o n d a r y  and ... eye 

care, a n e e d  w h e t h e r  m e d i c a l  or surgical.

C u r r e nt l y ,  one of the m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  role 

m o d e l s  w e  ca n  us e to g u i d e  this l e g i s l a t i o n  

is that of a W e s t  V i r g in i a ,  they h ad  a 

t h e r a p e u t i c  d r u g  law n o w  since 1976 and I 

don't h ave the latest w h i c h  talks a bout the 

succ e s s  of this b i l l  in terms of d e c r e a s i n g  

p a t i e n t  c a r e  cost and all of the o p t o m e t v i c  

care. I do hav e  a le t t e r  in front of me 

that wa s  w r i t t e n  three y e a r s  ago; they used 

a t otal of 72 d i f f e r e n t  d rugs for the h uman 

eye, they trea t e d some 4 7 , 0 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l  

p at i e n t s , the d i s t a n c e  of these p a t i e n t s  

w o u l d  h a v e  o t h e r w i s e  tr a v e l e d  to 

g e o g r a p h i c a l  locations. O t h e r  than those 

treated by o p t o m e t r i s t  w e r e  t r eatment by 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  or a p p r o p r i a t e  m e d i c a l  

s p e c ialist, c o m b i n e d  a total of 6 2 0 , 00 0  

a v e r a g e  miles, 52 p a t h o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  

w e r e  d i a g n o s e d  and trea t e d  by the Wes t  

V i r g i n i a  o p t o m e t r i s t  and there are 135 West 

V i r g i n i a  o p t o m e t r i s t  that h a v e  this 

t r a d i t i o n a l  p r i v i l e g e s  for o p t om e t r i c  

license in that state, its also n oted that 

there has b e e n  no repo r t s  to the B oard of 

any a d v e r s e  r e a c t i o n  to the d i a g n o s i s  and 

t r e a t m e n t  r e n d e r e d  to pa t i e n t s  i n v o l ve d  in 

any W e s t  V i r g i n i a  c e r t i f i e d  opt o me t r i s t .

N u m b e r  0136 I also have a n o t h e r  v e r y  b rief le t t e r  that

w a s  w r i t t e n  two w e e k s  ago from the D i r e c t o r  

of N e b r a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of Social S er v i c e s  

and sh e  wa s  r e s p o n d i n g  to Sen. D o n  W e s l e y  

w h o  is in the N e b r a s k a  S t at e  L e g i s l a t u r e  and
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the c o m m e n t s  w e r e  as follows:

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a nt i c i p a t e s  a d e c r e a s e  in 

e x p e n d i t u r e s  for these servic e s  for the 

f o l l o w i n g  reasons: (Now N e b r a s k a  is also

i n t r o d u c i n g  a t h e r a p e u t i c  l e g i s l a t i o n ) , and 

h e r  first s t a t e m e n t  was; the plans w i l l  n o w  

h a v e  to go through the o p t o m et r i s t  to an 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  for this m in o r  treatment, 

t herefore, the d e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  h a v e  to pay 

for one o f f i c e  v is i t  and instead of two 

o f f i c e  visits. T h e  m e d i c a i d  and liable fees 

for o p t c m e t r v  v i s i t s  are ge n e r a l l y  less than 

lia bl e  fees paid to ophthalmology.

N u m b e r  two: Thi s  l e g i s l a t i o n w i l l  h a v e  a

v e r y  p o s i t i v e  effect on ?he a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 

se r v i c e  to the clients ?•* there are a few 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  in outs . i e  and out state 

N e b raska.

W e  h a v e  v e r y  simi l ar  s i tuations here in 

Alaska, and a n o t h e r  issue that has been 

b r o u g h t  up in p r i o r  hearings is that for 

som e re a s on  the b ill ends up in the Fina n c e  

C o m m i t t e e  and o b v i o u s l y  this must be a stall 

tactic. T h e  comment mad e  here was the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  cost of this bil l w o u l d  be 

m i n imal, est i m a te d  at less than S500. and so 

I h o p e  that this bill w i l l  not be tied up in 

the Fina n c e  C o m m i t t e e  again, its a b s o l u t e l y  

n o n - p r o d u c t i v e .

N u m b e r  0157 S t e v e n  Dobson: A g ai n  some rest r i c t io n s  I

th i n k  m a y  be. a p p r o p r i a t e  on this drug bill 

and one was brou gh t  up earl i er  by Mr. Rush 

and that is; contr o l l e d  substances should be 

e l i m i n a t e d  and therefore, w o u ld  not require 

an y  D E A  numbers, also c l a s s i f i c at i o n s  of 

d r u g s  I think are appropriate. R e s t r i c t i n g  

these sp e cific drugs w o u l d  be i n a pp r o p r i a t e 

b e c a u s e  c e r ta i n  p a t ients as you k n o w  have 

s e n s i t i v i t i e s  to c e r t a i n  drugs and also 

d r u g s  do change. That w o u l d require 

l e g i s l a t i v e  he a r i n g s  to a llow the use of new 

d r u g s  that do come on the market. In 

r e f e r e n c e  to Dr. P a t t e r s o n ' s  comment that 

95Z of all eye condi t i o n s  were di a g n os e d  

w i t h o u t  drugs, m y  q u e s t i o n  is w h y  do most 

all o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  dilate the vast 

m a j o r i t y  of their p a tients for routine eye 

e x a m s .

Second]/: F o r e i g n  bod y  removal, I w o r k  on
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S a t u r d a y s  and also h a v e  e v e n i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t s  

in m y  o f f i c e  and p a t i e n t s  w h o  are w o r k i n g  in 

a g a r a g e  and get d u j t  o r  p i e c e  of rust in 

the eye and m a k e  s t i c k  on the cornea, a n y  of 

these are e a s i l y  r i n s e d  out w i t h  a s;:ling 

irrigation. W e  r e q u i r e  e v e n  a 0 - t ip  or 

s o m e t h i n g  to s u p e r f i c i a l l y  take this a w a y  

and a g a i n  these p a t i e n t s  are r e f e r r e d  to the 

e m e r g e n c y  room, e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  hours. And 

again, a d a y d o e s n ' t  go b y  that a c o n t a c t  

lens p a t i e n t  d o e s n ' t  sho w  up in the o f f i c e  

w i t h  an ove r  w e a r  or a c o n d i t i o n  that w o u l d  

r e q u i r e  that t hey h a v e  an a n t i b i o t i c  and our 

d e c i s i o n  is to r e f e r  t h e m  to a g e n e r a l 

p n y s i c i a n  w h o  h a s less e x p e r t i s e  and d oes 

not h a v e  tha e q u i p m e n t  o r  a g a i n  send t h e m  to 

the eye s p e c i alist, the o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  for 

t reatment. A n d  in m y  c o n c l u s i on ,  I u r g e  the 

s u p p o rt  of a d i a g n o s t i c  and t h e r a p e u t i c  

bill. I w i l l  a n sw e r  any q u e s t i o n s  at this 

time.

N u m b e r  0188 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  yo u Steve, are

there any q u e s t i o n s  from the c o m m i t te e ?

Rep. Martin.

Rep. Martin: M a d a m  Cha i r m a n ,  I don't h a v e

any q u e s t i o n  e xc e p t  to c o n f i r m  a co u p l e  of 

things w i t h  Dr. Dobson. We h a v e  a West 

V i r g i n i a  Board of O p t o m e t r y  of 1981 re p o r t 

and some on e  has c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  u p d a t e d  it 

to d e p a r t m e n t  numbers) to the v a r i o u s  

c a t e g o r i e s  of drugs and the n u m b e r  of 

pa t i e n t s  and so on. But w h a t  I like a bout 

the Wes t  V i r g i n i a  report and also the 

N e b r a s k a  report is that they s h o w  in those 

areas they ha v e  s i m i la r  p r o b l e m s  to w h a t  we 

hav e  in A l a s k a  and that is a g e o g r a p h i c a l  

p r o b l e m  and e c o n o m i c  problem, a p r o b l e m  of 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  of s e r v i ce s  n e e d e d  by the 

p e o p l e  and its in m y  mind that the 

o p t o m et r i s t ,  b e c a u s e  of the w a y  they d e v e l o p  

their p r o f e s s i o n a l  group in this s tate of 

re a c h i n g  people, g o i n g  out into the rural 

areas and p r o v i d e  a m a j o r  access to 

p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s that p e o p l e  nee d  on small 

em e r g e n c y  basis.

N u m b e r  0201 And to me, w e  w o u l d  be v e r y  n e g l i g e n t  and

not do our d u t y  as l e g i s l a t o r s  not to 

c o n s i d e r  these factors and m a k i n g  it 

p o s s i b l e  for pe o p l e  in the re m o t e areas to 

rece i v e  the best m e d i c a l  a v ailable. Some 

day, some age w h e n  the o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  are
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w i l l i n g  to tra v e l  to the; bush, are w i l l i n g  

to go out there and make themselves 

a v a i l a b l e  to the people, than w e  m a y  be able 

to r e c o n s i d e r  10 to 20 y ears d own the road. 

If a p e r s o n  gets a s p l i n t e r  in their eye due 

to an a c c i d e n t  or a h u n t e r  is out there and 

h e  or she k n o ws  they can see an o p t o m e t ri s t  

n e a r  by; than w e  sho u l d  hel p  them...best, 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r t is e  to that individual.

N u m b e r  0213 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  y o u  Rep. Martin,

I' d  like to a s k  Mr. D o b s o n  and Mr. P a t t e r s o n  

w h o  is s i t t i n g  h e r e  w i t h  us a couple of 

ques t i o n s ;  Mr. D o b s o n  if I w e r e  to come to 

y o u  w i t h  a p i e ce  of dust in my eye, h o w  m u c h  

w o u l d  c ha r g e  me?

Dr. Dobson: I w o u l d n ' t  charge you anything.

T h e  a v e r a g e  pati e nt  ...brings up the issue 

of the e co n o m i c s  and situation. A lot of 

pa t i e n t s  come in for a rout i n e  eye 

e x a m i n a t i o n  at the same time they w i l l  

m e n t i o n  their eyes h ave b e e n  tearing or 

redn e s s  and m a y  h ave a m i n o r  in f e c t i o n  in 

a d d i t i o n  to a v i s u a l  problem, and to treat 

that at the same time, the a d d i t i o n a l  fees 

w o u l d  be nominal. We h av e  not set a fee 

s c h e d u l e  for that, w e  don't ha v e  those 

p r i v i l e g e s .

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: No, I'm talking just

about, if I came into y o u r  office 

u n a n n o u n c e d  and you had time, w o u l d n ' t  you 

c h a r g e  m e  for an office call? Not just 

b e c a u s e  I'm a r ep r e s e ntative, but b e ca u s e  I 

live S p e n a r d  and am w a l k i n g  up to y our place 

and I need some help.

N u m b e r  0 230 Dr. Dobson: It w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  d e t e r m i n e  a

n u m b e r  of factors; a s t a ndard office call 

w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be $25.00, but again.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a t s  w h a t  I w a n t e d  to

know, w h a t  you r  s t a ndard of f i c e  call was.

Dr. Dobson: P r i o r  patients, w e  see them for

o t h e r  care, w e  see them q u i te  o ften for 

c onta c t  lens, irritation, v a r i o u s  qu e s t io n s  

the y hav e and again we don't charge every 

time they come into the office, but I wo u l d  

t h i n k  that an office v i s i t  w o u l d  be 

a p p r o p r i a t e  and that fee a gain would 

p r o b a b l y  de p e n d  on type of service.
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C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r : T h a n k  y o u  and Dr.

P a t t e r s o n ,  if I cam e  to y o u  w i t h  the same 

p r o b l e m ,  h o w  m u c h  w o u l d  y o u  c h a r g e  m e  for an 

o f f i c e  call?

N u m b e r  024 0  Dr. Patte r s o n :  I w o u l d  h a v e  to a g r e e  w i t h

Dr. D o b s o n ,  if y o u  c a m e  in, t h e r e  p r o b a b l y  

w i l l  be n o  charge. T h e  r o u t i n e  o f f i c e  is 

r u n  a n y w h e r e  in m y  o f f i c e  f r o m  $26 to $45 

d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  w h a t  s e r v i c e s  pro v i d e d .  No 

one is tur ne d  a w a y  f r o m  m y  o f f i c e  and the 

fees ar e  n e g o t i a t e d  al l  the w a y  d o w n  to 

n o t h i n g ,  this is w h a t  I i n t e r p r e t  as the 

p a t i e n t ' s  f i n a n c i a l  status.

C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r : T h a n k  you, Dr. P a t t e r s o n .

C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r : Dr. B a l l  is s i t t i n g  h e r e

w i t h  us also, I t hi n k  he w o u l d  like to m a k e  

a c o m m e n t  b e f o r e  w e  go on to the n e x t  

w i t n e s s .

Dr. Ball: We l l ,  I w a n t e d  to c o m m e n t  to the

third q u e s t i o n  of the r e m o t e n e s s ,  w h i c h  is 

als o an issue, the r e m o t e n e s s  of the pe o p l e  

in tha b u s h  or in little cit i e s  or on 

i s l a n d s  to good m e d i c a l  car e  for eye 

pro bl e m s .  I w a n t  to s a y  first all, 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  do tra v e l  to some of these 

rem ot e  a reas and I in fact h a v e  b e e n  and w e  

do go to Sitka, T e n a ke e ,  W r a n g e l l  and 

P e t e r s b u r g  and P e l i c a n  and p l a c e s  like this 

to giv e  o p t i c a l  care. Sec o n d l y :  I just

j o i n e d  Dr. P a g e  so w e  are able to tr a v e l  to 

t h e s e  p l a c e s  m o r e  fr e q u e n tl y ,  and to give 

y o u  the e x a c t  f r e q u e n c y  I c an't right no w  

s i n c e  w e  are in the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  stages on 

h o w  f r e q u e n t  w e  can do it w i t h  o t h e r  p e r s o n  

c o v e r i n g  p r a c t i c e  in J u n e a u ,  and c e r t a i n l y  

its not there al l  the time, but there is no 

o p t o m e t r i s t  in P e l i c a n  either. T h e y  w e r e  

d o i n g  it in r o t a t i o n  b a s i s  as well. But I 

t h i n k  j u s t  to us e  e x p e d i e n c y  as 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for less t hen a d e q u a t e  m e d i c a l  

car e is no t  I t h i n k  valid.

N u m b e r  026 9  C h a i r m a n  T i s c h er :  T h a n k  you, I h a v e

s o m e t h i n g  to c l e a r  up w i t h  the c o m m i t t e e  

m e m b e r s ,  I m i s t a k e n l y  saw the n a m e  J o s e p h s o n  

o n  the r e v i s i o n s  that w e  h a v e  on file as 

b e i n g  Sen. J o se p h s o n ,  that h a p p e n s  to be 

d r a f t e r  of the revisor, I a p o l o g i z e  for my 

m i s t a k e .
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Rep. M.W. Miller: M a d a m  C h a i r m a n  thats

correct, bu t  Sen. J o s e p h s o n  is also the 

o r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r  of the Se n a t e  side w i t h  

this p i e c e  of legislation.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: Rep. Martin?

N u m b e r  0276 Rep. Marti n :  T h a n k  you. I ' m  glad to hea r

w h a t  Dr. Bal l  said, this is m y  feeli n g  that 

b e c a u s e  the c o m p e t i t i o n  in the field and 

b e c a u s e  w e  h a d  no o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  in 

S o u t h e a s t  for a long time. T h e  onl y  

r e s o u r c e  that p e o p l e  h a d  w i t h  eye trouble 

be s i d e s  n e e d i n g  a p r e s c r i p t i o n  like I do, 

the onl y  r e s o u r c e  t hey had as to o p t o me t r i s t  

for help, there was a lot of good 

o p t o m e t r i s t . ..I k n o w  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  they 

can r e a l l y  he l p  you. I'll ma k e  p. point,
I'll cal l  Dr. So and So in S e a tt l e  and I'm 

v e r y  p l e a s e d  to see that w e  have s pe c i a l i s t  

h e r e  in J u n e a u  and Southeast, and I k n o w  the 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  pe o pl e  he r e  w i l l  establish, 

o p t o m e t r i s t  w i l l  es t a bl i s h  a good 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  o n c e  they have m u t u a l  touch 

w i t h  eac h  other. And  that an op t o m et r i s t  

w i l l  say, hey, I k now of an o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  

in S o u t h e a s t  w h o  is really good, you don't 

h a v e  to travel to Jun e a u  or A n c h o r a g e  

anymore, that's the w h o l e  idea; w h e r e  we 

allow eac h  p r o f e s s i o n  ... in the long run 

a l l o w  the p u b l i c  to k n o w  if your 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  pe o p l e  w o r k  in hand and glove 

w i t h  each other. I don't b e l i e v e  in there 

n eeds to be competition.

N u m b e r  0293 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: Rep. Davis.

Rep. Davis: O n e  comment and one question;

last y e a r  there was a tes t i m o n y  on this 

p i e c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  and one o p t o m e t r i s t  

m a d e  the c o m m e n t  that wh e n  he w a s  tra ve l i n g  

in the v i l l a g e s ,  that the h e a l t h  aides had a 

lot less training, and they could a lot more 

things w i t h  the eye than they could, by law. 

W h i c h  is sort of an i n t e r e st i n g  observation, 

and the o t h e r  question; wha t  p e r c e n t a g e  of 

care in y o u r  office is treatment of people 

w i t h  o v e r  use of contact lenses?

Dr. Dobson: F irst of all a comment on the

p o l i c y  a bout the public h e a l t h  service, I am 

not a m e m b e r  of the pu b l i c h e a l t h  service.

I serve as an advis e m en t  for the h e a l t h
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se r v i c e ,  m a i n l y  for p e d i a t r i c  o p h t h a l m o l o g y  

p r o b l e m ,  I h a v e  a lso d o n e  contract: w o r k  in 

the v i l l a g e s  d o i n g  eye s c r e e n i n g  and ... for 

the p u b l i c  h e a l t h  service. M y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

and h a v i n g  talks w i t h  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  the 

p r e s e n t  D i r e c t o r ,  Dr. H o l l y  Cor s h io n ,  that 

a l l  dr u g s  a r e  d i s p e n s e d  u n d e r  the u m b r e l l a  

and w i t h  t h e full p r o t e c t i o n  of the l i c e n s e  

of th e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  and the P u b l i c  H e a l t h  

Se r vice. T h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  w e r e  w o r k i n g  

d i r e c t l y  for the P u b l i c  H e a l t h  Service, 

f u n c t i o n  u n d e r  this u m b r e l l a  the H e a l t h  

A i d e s  a l s o  w o r k  u n d e r  this umb re l l a ,  if this 

p o l i c y  has b e e n  c h a n g e d  I ' m  not a w a r e  of  it. 

T h e  s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n  as to w h a t  p e r c e n t a g e  of 

the i n d i v i d u a l s  in m y  p r a c t i c e  are over 

w e a r i n g  c o n t a c t  lenses? I see a n y w h e r e  from 

85 to 120 p e o p l e  a week, o n  the a v e r a g e  

p r o b a b l y  d u r i n g  that w e e k  if there w o u l d  be 

1 or 2 c o n t a c t  lens over w e a r i n g  syndromes. 

M o s t  of t h e s e  are minor, h e a l  q u i t e  readily, 

p e r h a p s  I d o n ' t e v e n  n e e d  a topical 

a n t i b i o t i c  to t reat them.

N u m b e r  032 7  Rep. Davis: Yes, t h a n k  y o u  Dr. P a t t e r s o n,  I

r e a l i z e  that t h o se  hea l t h  aides in the 

v i l l a g e  w o u l d  be the u n d e r  the u m b r e l l a  w i t h  

s o m e w h a t  else, but I jus t  m e a n t  on sight 

tney h a v e  p e r h a p s  g r e a t e r  c a p a b i l i t y  of 

t r e a t m e n t  of the eye than the o p to m e t r i s t , 

its j u s t  a c o m m e n t  that s o m eo n e  made. T h a n k  

y o u  for the information.

N u m b e r  033 1  Dr, P a t t e r so n :  I t h i n k  the e x c e s s i b i l i t y  to

a d d i t i o n a l  advice, and c o n s u l t a t i o n  is an 

im p o r t a n t  factor there. I think thats w h y  

the s y s t e m  h a s  w o r k e d  so well, eit h e r 

t h r o u g h  the radio n e t w o r k  or thro u gh

t e l e p h o n e , e i t h e r  w i t h  the r e g i o n al  h o s p i t a l

like in B e t h e l  or e v e n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  the m a i n

h o s p i t a l  h e r e  in A n c h o r a g e .  S y s t e m  has 

w o r k e d  for ...its an e v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  system.

I t h i n k  that this is the k i n d  of set up that

m i g h t  be lo o k ed  at v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  and m a y b e  

some of the good poi n t s  be i n c o r p o r a t e d  in 

the s i t u a t i o n  h e r e  in p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  h e r e  

in Alaska.

C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r : Dr. P a tt e r s o n ,  it c omes

to m i n d  a q u e s t i o n  as to all thro u g h  the 

p r o c e s s  of h e a r i n g s  on this bil l and o t h e r  

b i l l s  that are p r o p o s e d  p i e c e s  of 

l e g i s l a t i o n  that de a l  w i t h  o t h e r  term
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m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  and so forth, the 

l e g i s l a t u r e  is se e i n g  a real trem e n d o u s  turf 

b a t t l e  here. T h a t s  w h a t  I h a v e  come to 

realize, its a f r u s t r a t i o n  on the part of 

the le g i sl a t o r s  to a c c o m m o d a t e  the needs of 

our c o n s t i t u e n t s  and the folks in the rural 

areas. We find it d i f f i c u l t  to m a n a g e  this 

turf battle, if y o u  w i l l ,  and I guess a 

c o u p l e  of qu estions; w h y  the h ec k  don't the 

p r o f e s s i o n s  get a little cl o s e r  t o g e t h e r  in 

re s o l v i n g  some of t hese types of things in 

the best  i n t e r e s t  of the g e n e ra l  public?

A n d  two; w h y  is it that the g e n e r a l  public, 

I' m  as k in g  this s p e c i f i c a l l y  of the 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s ,  w h y  in the w or l d  does n ' t  

the public u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  the d i f f e r e n c e  is 

b e t w e e n  an o p t o m e t r i s t  and o p h t h a l m o lo g i s t ?  

It seems to m e  as if though the p r o f e s s i o n  

w o u l d  be the p r i ma r y  folks that w o u l d  be 

i n t e r es t e d  in m a k i n g  sure thats a 

c l a r i f i c a t i o n  to the public.

Dr. Patterson: W i t h o u t  the an s w er  to those

qu e s t i o n s  I don't c l a i m  to have a p a r t i c u l a r  

insight. I m y s e l f ,  an o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t „ 

p r e s e n t l y  b e c a u s e  of two excellent 

o p t o m e t r i s t  that I had the p l e a su r e  of 

serv i n g  w i t h i n  the U n i t e d  States Navy. I 

deal w i t h  m y  fellow o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  on a 

p e r s o n a l  i n di v i d u a l  basis, I deal w i t h  

fellow o p t o m e t r i s t s  on a p er s o n a l  i n d i vi d u a l  

basis, r e a l i z i ng  that there are some 

i n d i v iduals wh o  are h i g h l y  skilled, some 

that are not so h i g h l y  skil l e d  and than some 

I d i s a g r e e  r e m a r k e d l y  with. I do not 

i n terpret this l e g i s l a t i o n  as the turf bill, 

granted 5 years ago 1 did. R e a l i s t i c a l l y  

t h i nking and trying to study this, this bill 

w i l l  in no w a y  affect my practice, 

financially, e m o t i o n a l l y  or an y  other way.

So I d i s m i ss  it as a turf battle, I h a v e  no 

qualms s p e ak i n g  as an i n d i v i d u a l  a l l o w i n g  

o p t o m e t r i s t  to us e  c er t a i n  m e d i c a t i o n s  that 

are listed out as p r e s c r i b e d  and those that 

are g i v e n  p r e p a r a t i o n  for " di a g n o s t i c  

purposes". I have  v e r y  mar ke d  r es e r vations 

in c r e a t in g  a no t h e r  class of m e d i c al  

p r o v i de r s  u s in g  p r e s c r i p t i o n  type drugs.

I've p e r s i s t e d  in c o m i n g  to these h e a ri n g s  

and m a k i n g  m y  p r e s e n c e  k n o w n as m u c h  as I 

can b e c a u s e  of m y  own p e r s o n a l  b e l i e f s  on 

this latter as ...
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Number 0392 C h a i r m a n  Ti s cher: T h a n k  y o u  Dr. P a t t e r s o n

and c o u l d y o u  a d d r e s s  the p r o b l e m  that w a s  

m e n t i o n e d  h e r e  earlier, the g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  

d o e s n’t r e a l l y  k n o w  the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  and o p t o m e t r i s t ?

E v e r y b o d y  k n o w s  the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a 

g y n e c o l o g i s t  and a p e d i a t r i c i a n ,  but 

a p p a r e n t l y  v e r y  few p e o p l e  k n o w  w h a t  the 

d i f f e r e n c e  is b e t w e e n  an o p t o m e t r i s t  and 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ,  so c ould yo u tel l  us h o w  

b e t t e r  yo u  c o u l d , i m p r o v e  that u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

to the p u b l i c „

N u m b e r  0399 Dr. Patt e rs o n :  I think the w a y  w e  can

i m p r o ve  is thro ug h  e d u c a t i o n a l  programs. 

D u r i n g  the last 7 to 8 years, 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  ha s  b e e n  b e h i n d  the times in 

t h e i r p o l i t i c a l  loxy, its taken us 3 to 5 

y e a r s  to c atch up. We h a v e  n a t i o n a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  ou r  p r e s e n t  a c a d e m y  is d o i n g  

T V  spots, t hey are p u t t i n g  e d i t o r i a l s  in the 

n e w s p a p e r s  in tr yi n g  to e d u c a t e  the public. 

Its b e e n  my i m p r e s s i o n  that p e o p l e  are 

s m a r t e r  than a lot of us w o u l d  g e n e r a l l y  

like to giv e  them cr e d i t  for, I get a fair 

n u m b e r  of m y  p e op l e  r e f e r r e d  from 

o p t o me t r i s t ,  I also get a fair n u m b e r  of my 

p e o p l e  r e f e r r e d  from themselves, b e c a u s e  

they are smart e n o u g h  to real i z e  that they 

h a v e  a m a j o r  o p h t h a l m o l c g i c a l  p r o b l e m  as 

o p p o s e d  to an o p t o m e t r i c  problem. One o ther 

p o i n t , if this w e r e  such a b u r n i n g  c o n s u m e r  

issue, I'm s u r p r is e d  that ou r  l e g i s l a t i v e  

h e a r i n g  this m o r n i n g  isn't just a b s o l u t e l y  

pa c k e d  w i t h  consu m e r s.  I w o n d e r  w h y  there 

are n o n e  present.

N u m b e r  0419 C h a i r m a n  T i s cher: T h a n k  y o u  doctor, thats

w h y  I think its a turf battle. A r e  there 

any q u e s t i o n s  from the c o m m i t t e e ?  If not 

w e ' l l  go on to the n ext w i t n e s s  and, Rep. 

Davis?

Rep. Davis: T h a t  w a s  one of my c o n c e r n s

too, last year, it d i d n ' t  s e e n  to be a bi g  

out c r y  by the c o n s u m e r  w i t h  this p i e c e  of 

l e g i s l a t i o n,  but I ca n  u n d e r s t a n d  the 

g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  not n e c e s s a r i l y  k n o w i n g  the 

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  p r o f e s s i o n s .  Some d o n ' t  

ev e n  k n o w  the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a d e m o c r a t 

and a republican.

N u m b e r  0430 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  y o u  Mr. Davis, Mr.
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H a r r y  T r e a g e r  please, he is h e r e  in J u n e a u  

a nd w e  a s k  h i m  to come f o r w a r d  to the table.

H a r r y  Treager: M a d a m  C h airman, m y  name is

H a r r y  T r e a g e r , I' m  the D i r e c t o r  of D i v i s i o n  

of O c c u p a t i o n  L i c e n s i n g  for D e p a r t m e n t  of 

Commerce. I don't not h a v e  a formal 

p r e s e n t a t i o n  to you, I ca n  only tell you 

that as the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  support for the 

B o a r d  of P h a r m a c y  and for the State M e d i c a l  

Board, their p o s i t i on s  ar e  u n c h a n g e d  f r o m  

last year, they o p p o s e d  the legislation. I 

do not h a v e  any of the te c h n i c a l  a n s w e r s  for 

you, as far as y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  in r e g a r d s to 

the r e g i s t r a t i o n  factor, if an o p t o m e tr i s t  

is g i v en  p r e s c r i p t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  and do they 

a n s w e r  to the Board of P h a r m a c y  or do they 

b o t h  a n s w e r  to the Board of D i s p e n s i n g  

O p t i c i a n s  or Optome t r y ,  tha a n s w e r  w o u l d  be, 

the Board of P h a r m a c y  m a k e  the report to the 

B oard of O p t o m e t r y  and the Board of 

O p t o m e t r y  w o u l d  have the l i censing 

j u r i s d i c t i o n . O t h e r  than that, unless 

t here ' s  some que s t i o n s from the committee.

N u m b e r  0448 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you Mr. T r e a g e r ,  is

there an y  legal o b l i g a t i o n  on the part of 

the p h a r m a c i s t  to be the w a t c h  dog of 

d i s p e n s i n g  drugs from the p r e s c r i p t i o n  end 

of it?

H a r r y  Treager: M a d a m  C h airman, In r e s ponse

to your question, I w o u l d  have  to say yes, 

b e c a u s e  if a p h a r m a c i s t  l i c e n s e d  by the 

Board of P h a r m a c y  is in v i o l a t i o n  of their 

s t a t u t e  w h i c h  is fill i n g  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  or 

o ver d o si n g  by p r e s c r i b i n g  h e a l t h  care 

p r o f es s i o n a l s ,  than they are r e s p o n s i b l e  to 

the Board of Pharmacy, so they w o u l d  be in 

jeopardy.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: A  li t t l e  m o r e  c l a r i t y  on

that, w h a t  if an o p t o m e t r i s t  p r e s c r i b e d  a 

d r u g  that was not in one of those c a t e go r i e s  

like o v e r  d o s i n g  or the f r e q u e n c y  of r e n e w a l  

and so forth, but wa s  si m p ly  a reque s t  by an 

o p t o m e t r i s t  who fills the p r e s c r i p t i o n  for a 

client and the client w e n t  to the p h a r m a c y  

and p r e s e nt e d  the p r e s c r i p t i o n  request, is 

the p h a r m a c i s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  for what kind of 

dru g that o p t o m e t r i s t  can dispense?

H a r r y  Treager: Yes ma'am, w e  had one case

as Mr. Rus h  the S e c r e t a r y  of the P h a r m a c y
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C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r :  No, I ' m  t a l k i n g

s p e c i f i c a l l y  a bout o p t o m e t r y  r i g h t  now.

N u m b e r  046 6  H a r r y  T r e a g e r :  Yes, I ' m  g i v i n g  y o u  a

c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the two, if the 

p h a r m a c i s t  felt that the d r u g  s h o u l d  no t  be 

p r e s c r i b e d  h e  w o u l d  c o n t a c t  a m e m b e r  of the 

P h a r m a c y  Board. So, the a n s w e r  to y o u r  

q u e s t i o n  is yes, t h e y  c o u l d  r e f u s e  to f ill a 

p r e s c r i p t i o n .

C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r :  A n d  if t hey did by

a c c i d e n t  f i l l  a p r e s c r i p t i o n ,  lets j u s t  say 

a c c i d e n t a l l y ,  m a y b e  they d i d n ' t  loo k  at the 

list, for w h a t e v e r  r e a s o n  t hey d i s p e n s e d  

t hat drug, and s o m e o n e  els e k n e w  that d r u g  

s h o u l d  not be d i s p e n s e d  o n  b e h a l f  of the 

o p t o m e t r i s t ,  w o u l d n ' t  the p h a r m a c i s t  be 

l e g a l l y  liable?

H a r r y  T r e a g e r :  M a d a m  C h a i r ma n :  In r e s p o n s e

to y o u r  h y p o t h e t i c a l  q u e s t i o n ,  I h a v e  to 

g i v e  yo u  a h y p o t h e t i c a l  answer. So far, all 

e v i d e n c e  p o i n t s  out that the l i c e n s e d  

p h a r m a c i s t s  in the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  are 

p r e t t y  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  and they h a v e  not to m y  

k n o w l e d g e  or to the i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a g e n c y  

k n o w l e d g e  fills an y u n a u t h o r i z e d  

p r e s c r i p t i o n s  as y o u  p o i n t e d  out, as 

s c e n a r i o .

N u m b e r  0483 C h a i r m a n  T i scher: I ' m n o t  q u e s t i o n i n g  the

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  or the e t h i c s  in terms of 

d e d i c a t i o n  to t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  at all, I 

jus t w a n t  to k n o w  w h e t h e r  or not by w h a t e v e r  

q u i r k  of an im a g i n a t i o n ,  a p h a r m a c i s t  

p r e s c r i b e d  a d rug that theiy w e r e n ' t  l e g a l l y  

p r i v i l e g e d  to do and the p r e s c r i p t i o n  was 

filled b y  the p h a r m a c i s t  to the client, if 

the p h a r m a c i s t  is g o i n g  to b e  l e g a l l y  liable 

or is it the o p t o m e t r i s t  w h o  is i n i t i a l l y  

and p r i m a r i l y  liable for a s k i n g  for that 

d r u g  to be d i s p e n s e d ?  T h a t  is r e a l l y  m y  

q u e s t i o n  and it h a s  n o t h i n g  to do w i t h  

e t h i c s  or t heir d e d i c a t i o n  to their 

pr o f e s s i on .

N u m b e r  0493 H a r r y  T r ea g e r :  M a d a m  C h a i r m a n ,  I u n d e r s t o o d

y o u r  ques t i o n ,  but its h a r d  for m e  to a n s w e r  

b o t h  the o p t o m e t r i s t  and p h a r m a c i s t  w o u l d  be 

held lia b le  to t heir r e s p e c t i v e  boards.

Board p o in te d  o u t .
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C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a t ' s  mor e  clearer,

t h a n k  you. Rep. M a r t i n ?

Rep. Martin: P e r h ap s  a statement, in

r e l a t i o n s h i p  to y o u r  q u e s t i o n  about the 

c o n c e r n  about the p h a r m a c y  board, N u m b e r  

one: O v e r  the y e a r s  I've bee n  i n volved in

m e d i c i n e  there has bee n  a n u m b e r  one ag e n c y  

that re a l l y  m o n i t o r s  w h e t h e r  by law or their 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t andards w h a t  m e d i c a l  

p r o f e s s i o n s  are d o i n g  in the m i s u s e  or u s e  

...m e d i ca l  services... so there is g oing to 

be a p o t e n t i a l  abuse, they are g oing to b e  

the first one to stop it. Also, I t h i n k  w e  

do h a v e  a ...in the F D A  and the M e d i c a i d  

P r o gram, M e d i c a r e  P r o g r a m  that m o n i t o r s  the 

p r e s c r i p t i o n s  that go out and here a gain 

those doct o r s  in the past who have b e e n  

gu i lt y  of o v e r  use or abuses that cam e  to 

the p h a r m a c y  and I d on't t hink they'll 

h e s i t a t e  to m ak e  sure the o p t o m e t r i s t are 

r e s p o n s i b l e  agencies once it is g iven to 

them. So it is not w r i t t e n  in law, w e  do 

h a v e  this agency that a b ov e  all has bee n  

c o n t r o l l i n g  the m i s u s e  of drugs.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h e y  are to be

complimented. Do yo u  h ave any m ore comme n t s  

Mr. Treager?

Mr. Treager: No M a d a m  Chairman.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you v ery

much, if you w i l l  s t i c k  around, m a yb e  

there's s o m e b o d y  else who m ight h a v e  a 

question.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: We h ave several mor e

w i t n e s s e s  be f o r e  we b r e a k  for lunch, so I'd 

like to w it h  the c o m m i t t e e ' s  p e r m i s s i o n  to 

go a head since they w e r e  pati e n t  w i t h  us to 

w a i t  on the b e g i n n i n g  of this hearing. We 

ha v e  a d o c t o r  P eter C a n n a v a  in Soldotna.

Is Dr. C a n n a v a  available?

Dr. Cannava: Yes, m y  name is Peter C a n n a v a

and I'm an op h t h a l m o l o g i s t  in S o l d o t n a h e r e  

and I'd like to address a few points and I'd 

like to an s w e r  some que s t i o n s  w h i c h  I felt 

w e r e  left unanswered. On e point I t hink is 

important, is that there is no h u m a n  cry 

from the pe o p l e of the s tate for this b i l l  

to pass and there's several good reasons for 

it. O n e of w h i c h  is that the people d e s i r e
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s t r i c t e r  d r u g  c o n t r o l  laws, not 

l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  of the e x i s t i n g  d r u g  laws.

T h e  s ta t e  a l r e a d y  sp e nd s  a lot of m o n e y  on 

e n f o r c i n g  drug laws and t r a c k i n g  d o w n  d r u g  

p r o b l e m s ,  w e  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  d on't in a n y  w a y  

and the p e o p l e  d o n ' t  I g a t h e r  f r o m  t heir 

a t t i t u d e  d e s i r e  any  m o r e  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  ove r  

it.

N u m b e r  two: T h e  cost of m e d i c i n e  is h i g h

and the p e o p l e  of the s t a t e  and the c o u n t r y  

w o u l d  do a n y t h i n g  to try and h o l d  the cost 

of the w a y  it is or at least red u c e  it. An d  

this b i l l  is g o i n g  to i n c r e a s e  the cost, for 

s e v e r a l  reasons; one of this is r e p e t i t i o n  

of s e r v i c e  and the s e c o n d  r e a s o n  is, its 

g o i n g  to i n c r e a s e  the cost of m e d i c i n e ,  its 

for the m i s - d i a g n o s i s  w i t h  the i m p l i c a t i o n s  

w h i c h  w i l l  en s u e  a f t e r  that.

T h e  third reason; it w i l l  i n c r e a s e  the cost 

of m e d i c i n e  in the t r e a t me n t  of d i s e a s e  and 

i n j u r y  b e c a u s e  there w i l l  p o s s i b l y  ...too 

long w i t h o u t  the a p p r o p r i a t e  t r e a t m e n t  b e i n g  

started. T he  last r e a s o n  w h y  I feel that it 

w i l l  i n c r e a s e  the cost is that this w a s  ... 

there's v e r y  li t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  :Ln ch a rg e  

b e t w e e n  an o p t o m e t r i s t  and o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  

f or an off i c e  v i s i t  for s i m i l ar  s e r v i c e  and 

I t h i n k  if the p e o p l e  ca n  bu y  an 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  v i s i t  for $25 and an 

o p t o m e t r i s t  for $25 t here is little r e a s o n  

to susp e c t  they w i l l  se l e c t  the 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i c a l  v i s i t  that is the same 

amount, b e c a u s e  the m o n e y  is b u y i n g  a lot 

more. T h e r e  w e r e  some q u e s t i o n s  ra i se d  

w h i c h  I d on't t h i n k  w e r e  a n swered, so I 

w o u l d  like to m e n t i o n  to Rep. D a v is  that 

w e l l  it is true that the h e a l t h  aides in the 

v i l l a g e  and e v e n  the E M T  on a m b u l a n c e  hav e  

... (noise on tape) r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in 

c e r t a i n  i n s ta n c e s  than do the op t o m e t r i s t s .

I t hi n k  it sh o u l d  be r e al i z e d  these 

p a r a m e d i c a l  p e o p l e  are c o n t r o l l e d  by 

p h y s i c i a n s  and a n y  time they act they do 

p h o n e  in for p e r m i s s i o n  from p h y s i c i a n  and 

are v e r y  w i l l i n g  to d o  this.

Optometrists a re  ve ry  r e lu c t a n t  to be under 
the sup e rv is ion  o f  the phys ic ians o r  
h o s p i t a l  and as you can see from the wording
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o n  the bil l  they resent and are ver y  m uch 

oppose to h a v i n g  to an s w e r  tc physicians, 

and I think thats an important d if f e r e n c e  

b e c a u s e  the h ea l t h  aide issue and the EMT 

i ssue is raised so frequently. Rep. T i s c h e r  

said w h y  isn't the pu b l i c m o r e  attu n e d  to 

the d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  OD and the MD? And  I 

d o n ' t  t h i n k  you  run ar o u n d  finding m e d i c a l  

d octo r s  a d v e r t i s i n g  that they do things that 

the o p t om e t r i s t s  does. But the r e v er s e  is 

v e r y  true, there us e  to be a clear 

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  the OD and the MD, 

b e c a u s e  our s e r vices w e r e  adve r t i s e d 

differently. The past few years you w i l l  

n o t i c e  that the o pt o m e t r i s t s  are advert i si n g  

that they p e r f o r m  s er vices w h i c h  

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  w e r e  p e r fo r m e d  before by 

p hysicians and I think is c e r t a in l y  m u d d y i n g  

the water.

Th e  last issue you m e n t i o n e d  turf battle; I 

think you can i n terpret somewhat a turf 

b a t t l e  and it w o u l d n ' t  be hard to make  the 

a n a l o gy  of our feeling w i t h  those of lawyers 

for example; if o p t o me t r i s t  said, wel l  we 

had 100 hours of court law, we wan t  to go to 

court w i t h  our clients and p r a ctice law, or 

if an a c co u n t a n t  says, we had 100 hours of 

court law, w e  want to go to court and 

represent our clients, ho w  w o u l d  the lawyers 

feel if such w e r e  to occur? That's all I 

hav e to say. T h a n k  you.

Ch a i r m a n  Tischer; The lk you v ery much, Rep. 

D avis has a question.

Rep. Davis: Yes, I just h av e  a quick

question, I a p p re c i a t e  you r  comments. M y  

q u e s t i o n  is; is there some kind of an 

agreement, lets say an o p t om e t r i s t  has 

someone in his off i c e  and its S a tu r d a y  and 

he's in a village, is there some kind of an 

u m b r e l l a  c o v erage w h e r e  he could than, if is 

p o s s ib l e  that he could then c o n t a c t . ..and 

say looic and I have this s i t u a ti o n  in my 

o ffice or whatever. Is that a p r a ctice that 

is co m m o n  or is that even p e r m i ss i b l e  by 

law?

Dr. Cannava: Tha t ' s  a good question, I

think the Be t h e l s i t u at i o n  functions ver y  

nicely, we hea r  the Bethel o p t o m e tr i s t  do 

... (end of t a p e ) .

HESS -3 8 - 1 /21 /84



Tape 5 , S ide 2,
R eco rd ing
Number 0002

N u m b e r  0011

N u m b e r  0 0 2 0

C h a i r m a n  T i sc h e r :  Thank, y o u  v e r y  much,

w o u l d  y o u  c l a r i f y  one m o r e  thing for the 

c o m m it t e e ,  I thou g ht  I h e a r d  yo u  say in the 

b e g i n n i n g  y o u  favo r e d  the leg i s l at i o n ,  I 

w o u l d  like y o u r  p o s i t i o n  m a d e  q u i t e  c l e a r to 

us.

D r  Canna v a:  I f avor the legis l a t i o n ,  I'm 

o p p o s e d  to the l e g i s la t i o n ,  did I h e a r  yo u  

c o r r ec t l y ?

C h a i r m a n  T i s cher: We are g e t t i n g  a three

time ar o u nd  echo h e r e  and I p r e s u m e  y o u r  

g e t t i n g  the same thing, I'm not sure, m a v b e  

so m e o n e ' s  m i c r o p h o n e  is b r o k e n  or s o mething, 

n o w  I u n d e r s t a n d  you to p a y  that you  do 

o p p o s e  the bill, is t h“t correct  doctor?

Dr  Canna v a :  Correct.

C h a i r m a n  Tische r :  T h a n k  yo u  v e r y  m u c h  for

y o u r  testimony, w e  h a v e  a Jan N y b o e r  fro m  

A n c h o r a g e  to testify.

M o d e r a t o r  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e  says there is an 

echo on the line.

Dr.. Ja n  Nyboer: T h i s  is Dr. Jan  N y b o e r

s p e aking, I'm a f o r t y - o n e  yea r  old 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ,  c e r t i f i e d  and I have been 

p r a c t i c i n g  in A n c h o r a g e  a r e a  for the last 8 

years. I m ig h t  just b r i e f l y  m e n t i o n  yo u  m y  

ba c k g r o u n d ;  aside from my de g r e e  from 

college, I hav e  r e c eived a M a s t e r s  D e g r e e  in 

P h y s i o l o g y  and P h a r m a c o l o g y ,  I have aside 

fro m  the 4 years of m e d i c a l  sc h o o l  h a v e  

r e c e i v e d  a d d i t i o n a l  yea r  in i n te r n s h i p  

t r a i n i n g  at a 4 y e a r  r e s i d e n c y  tr a i n i n g  in 

o p h t h a l m o l o g y  at the M a y o  Clinic.

One thing that p r e s s e d  m e  about our 

s p e c i a l i t y  is that I like optometry, 

o p h t h a l m o l o g y  is a b r a n c h  m e d i c i n e  and I 

feel o p t o m e t r y  since it is not a b r a n c h  of 

m e d i c i n e  ca n  just furt h e r  conf u s e  this 

matter. O u r  b a c k g r o u n d  ha s  done in tr a i n i n g  

has bee n  c l o s e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  c l i n i c al  

e x p e r i e n c e  in k n o w l e d g e  and pu r s u e this 

k n o w l e d g e  that we  are a ble to gain k n o w l e d g e  

w h i c h  r e a l l y  b r i n g  us to da y  re al l y  

d e f e n d i n g  o u r p o s i t i o n  as o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t .

We are p r o u d  of ou r  p r o f e s s i o n  and realize

o f 2
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w h a t  w e  ca n  do i n  terms of the pu bl i c  

service.

The m e d i c a l  p oint that I ' m  o p p o s i n g  is the 

use of d r u g s  by the o p t o m e t r i s t s  is this; 

the eye can not be treated apart from the 

rest of the body, s t a t e m en t  by Dr. P a t t e r so n  

e a r l i er  m e n t i o n e d  95% of all the eye 

p r o b l e m s  ca n be d i a g n o s e d  and trea t e d  b y  pen 

light or u n d i l a t e d  p u p i l  c a r e f u l l y  h i s t o r y  

.... Yes, w e  do d i l a t e  p e o p l e ' s  eye in our 

o f f i c e  but w e  are i n t e r e s t e d  in gi v i n g  that 

last 5%. N o w  before, ...for a g e n e r a l exam, 

p e r h a p s  y o u  could be s u r p r i s e d  w hat w e  could 

tell you about yo u r  eyes, and a g a i n  I 

m e n t i o n  that we are c o n c e r n e d  m o r e  than just 

the eye.

A  s i m i la r  local c o m p l a i n t  could i nd icate 

that s o m e t hi n g  else is w r o n g  and p e r h a p s  I 

w o u l d  be able to tell y o u  that y o u  hav e  

early signs of dia b e t e s , h y p e r t e n s i o n ,  early 

signs of m u l t i p l e  s c lerosis, b r a i n  cancer 

and b r a i n  tumors, m a yb e  thyroid ... 

d isor d e rs ,  or e v e n  a s u r g i c a l  problem. Its 

hard for m e  to even  imag i n e  w h a t  ray 

b a c k g r o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h o u t  ha v i n g  this 

int e n s i ve  i n t e g r a t e d  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  in 

the past, even b e g a n  to guess w h a t s  going on 

w i t h  these s i t u a t io n s  and for this reason, 

so m e t i m e s I h ave to c o ns u l t  o t h er  physi c i a n s  

and c o l l e a g u e s  to get furt h e r  answers.

In short, w h e n  I'm look i n g through the eye, 

looking at the b a c k  of this its not that we 

are just ...(noise on tape) c o m pu t e r  print 

out of w h a t  we see there, its an a n a l yt i c a l  

p r o c e d u r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  al l  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

d r a w n  and all the g e n e r a l  m e d i c a l  k n o wl e d g e  

in t r a i ni n g  and c l i n i c a l  experience. In 

terms of the drugs b e i n g  a p p l i e d  to the eye, 

it is w e l l  k n o w n  that it enters in the blood 

s t r e a m  q u i c k l y  and ...the pr o b l e m s  of some 

of these drugs hav e  the p o t e n t i a l  to stop 

the heart, stop breat h i n g ,  cause seizures 

and could even  b l i n d n e s s .. .  and what 

p h y s i c i a n  is g oing to wan t to cope w i t h  

these types of questions. N o w  some of the 

o p t o m e t r i s t s  in A l a s k a  w h o  wan t  the 

p r i v i l e g e  of u s i n g  d i a g n o s t i c  and 

t h e r a p eu t i c  d rugs for their clients and I 

say some b e c a u s e  they are not all in 

a g r e e m e n t  that they w a n t  this. It has being 

d e n i e d  in the past by al l  previo u s  A l a s k a n
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L e g i s l a t o r s ,  b u t  it is r e - a t t e m p t e d  e v e r y  

year. A n d  w i t h  this p r i v i l e g e ,  comes 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  bu t  h o w  can one be r e a l l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  w i t h o u t  the k n o w l e d g e ,  e v e n  

g e n e r a l  p h y s i c i a n s  h e r e  in t o w n  and 

e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  p h y s i c i a n s  ate a w a re  of t heir 

l i m i t e d  k n o w l e d g e  and the p o t e n t i a l  h a z a r d s  

to the p a t i e n t s .

T h e y  a r e  i n t i m i d a t e d  b y  a g ood p e r c e n t a g e  of 

these c a s e s  t h e y  h a v e  and so they do c a l l  u s  

for c o n s u l t a t i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  eye sight is 

too p r e c i o u s  and too p e r i s h a b l e  to laws, 

h o w e v e r  w e l l ,  t heir i n t e n t i o n s  m a y  be that 

could r e s u l t  in p e r m a n e n t  loss or im p a i r e d  

v i s i o n.  So if I can b y  my p o s i t i o n  h e r e  

a g a i n s t  this b i l l  can say that by o p p o s i n g  

this bill, I feel that I ha v e  won, b e c a u s e  

I' m  a l o n g  t e r m  t h i n k e r  and not a short ter m  

i m m e d i a t e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  thinker.

Now, c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f u r t h e r  on this, 

d i l a t i o n s  for t r e a t m e n t  of c o u r s e  hav e  

c e r t a i n  d a n g e r s  and w e  d o n ' t  n e e d  to get 

into that, h o w  does the o p t o m e t r i s t  really 

k n o w  w h a t  h e  is t r e a t i n g  w i t h o u t  that 

i n d e p t h  k n ow l e d g e ,  w h e n  does he d e ci d e  to 

r e f e r  the case, w h a t  if he n e v e r does refer 

the case.

N u m b e r  0085 I can t ell yo u  f r o m  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  at K a y o

C l i n i c ,  w e  saw  i n t e r e s t i n g  cases fro m  all 

ove r the c o u ntry, I ca n  go thro u gh  s e ve r a l  

h o r r o r  s t o r i e s  r e g a r d i n g  d e l a y e d  re f e r r a ls  

and s i t u a t i o n s  like this and w h o  nays d o u b l e  

or s u f f e r s . . . (noise o n  tape). So, the 

o p t o m e t r i s t s  h a v e  the right to use free 

e n t e r p r i s e ,  but there are some things I feel 

they d o n ' t  have, b a s i c  c o l l e g e  degree, 

m e d i c a l  t r aining, c l i n i c a l  exp e r i e n c e , they 

are n o t  e d u c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  by ... they Jo 

not h a v e  h o s p i t a l  p r i v i l e g e s ,  m a n y  of them 

do n o t  h a v e  a f o l l o w  thro u g h  p r o gram, a f t e r  

the p a t i e n t s  r e f e r r a l  for w h i c h  they can 

l e a r n f rom the past p a t i e n t s  and m a n y  of 

t h e m  do not h a v e  r a p po r t  w i t h  o t h e r  ... for 

advise. T h e r e  are some things that I feel 

the o p t o m e t r i s t  s h o u l d  not have; I feel they 

s h o u l d  not r e c e i v e  s u p p o r t  in the n a t i o n a l  

c a m p a i g n  to get s o m e t h i n g  for n o t hing, they 

w a n t  the M D ' s  i mage w i t h o u t  24 years of 

scho o l i ng .  T h e y  w a n t  to r e - e d u c a t e  the 

p u b l i c  b y  P R  r a t h e r  than f u r t h e r  e d u c a t i n g  

t h e m s e l v e s ,  they w a n t  their p a t i e n t ' s  trust
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w i t h o u t  ta k i n g  the r e s po n s i b i l i t y .  I am not  

in f avor of a n y  c o m p r o m i s e  bill, I m a y  sound 

a b rasive, m a y be  we are d e a l i n g  w i t h  a ego 

p r o b l e m  or a f i n a n c i a l  m a r k i n g  p r o b l e m  

l o o k i n g  for legal license, but p l e a s e  don't 

g ive it to them. T h a n k  you.

N u m b e r  0107 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  yo u  Dr. Nybo e r , I

w o u l d  jus t  like to m a k e  a comm e n t  fro m  some 

of the c om m e n t s  w h i c h  y o u  w e r e  making. As 

little s i m i l a r i t y  to the b i l l  be f o r e  us in 

terms of the e x p a n s i o n  that yo u  talked 

about; o n e  of w h i c h  is the h o s p i t a l  

p r i v i l e g e  and so forth. I w o u l d  not want 

a n y o ne  to be m i s l e d  b y  the some of the 

t e s t i m o n y  that you h a v e  given, a l t h o u g h  yo u  

w e r e  j u s t i f y i n g  the D o c t o r a t e  that y o u  h old 

in o r d e r to p r a c t i c e  m e dicine. I do h ave a 

question; the f r e q u e n c y  in w h ic h  the other 

s tates allo w e d  p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs to be 

d i s p e n s e d  and p r e s c r i b e d  b y  optometrists, 

can we hav e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  35-38 sta t e s  who's 

c i t izens are iiow j e o p a r d i z e d  if y o u  will, 

a c c o r d i n g  to the o p h t h a l m o l o g is t s '  p o s i t i o n  

in terms of their eye health. Do y o u  think 

that is a m e n a c e  m i s t a k e , that 38 states 

h a v e  a l r e a d y  m a d e  and h o w  do you compare 

that w i t h  those that hav e  not so far, thats 

about 2/3 of the en t ir e  50 states.

N u m b e r  0 123 Dr. Nyboer: Well, y o u  know, two w r o n g s  do

not mak e  a right, I feel that I can't really 

in terms of the numb er s  I'm not p r e p a r e d to 

... those numbers, o n l y  to say that, someone 

w o u l d  like to give me. some t e s t i m o n y from 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  and b a s i c a l l y  c h e c k  the 

fruit on the tree and talk to the people 

that are in the m i d d l e  of the sys t e m  and 

n a m e l y  the o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  and feel h o w  

h a p p y  they are w i t h  the situation. I really 

d o n ' t  know. ,

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  y o u  doctor. I

t hink the m a i n  c o n c e r n  of this c o m m i t t e e  is 

to m a k e  sure that there are p r o v i s i o n s  for 

the gene r a l  public for their p r o t e c t i o n  of 

h e a l t h  and we l f a r e ,  and also, on the ether 

han d to m a k e  sure that there isn't a c o m e r  

on the market, if y o u  will, on any specific 

thing. No t  just d e a l i n g  w i t h  the 

p a r a m e d i c a l  profession. T h i s  c o m m i t t e e  is 

con ce r n e d  and w i l l  d e l i b e r a t e  on those 

issues as best as w e  k n o w  h o w  and the advise 

f rom the p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and legal
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p r o f e s s i o n a l s  that w e  are able to garner.

We h a v e  o n e  m o r e  p e r s o n  to testify, u n l e s s  

t h e r e are ot h e r s  out there, Mr. C e n t e r  f rom 

A n c h o r a g e  and is that p e r s o n  s till 

av a i l a b l e ?

N u m b e r  014 2  Mr. Center: M y  n a m e  is T h o m a s  Center, M.D.,

I ' m  a b o a r d  c e r t i f i e d  d e r m a t o l o g i s t  w h o  has 

b e e n  in p r a c t i c e  in b o t h  A n c h o r a g e  and 

F a i r b a n k s ,  and am g o i n g  on m y  third year. I 

a l s o  am i n f o r m a l l y  an e m e r g e n c y  room 

p h y s i c i a n ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 ,000 h o u r s  I've 

s e r v e  in v a r i o u s  e m e r g e n c y  r ooms across the 

country. I h a v e  not p r a c t i c e d  that sort of 

m e d i c i n e  s i n c e  c o m i n g  to Alaska. I' m  h e r e  

this a f t e r n o o n  for two reasons; one as an 

i n d i v i d u a l  physi c i a n ,  and the second; is in 

m y  c a p a c i t y  as P r e s i d e n t  elect of the 

A n c h o r a g e  M e d i c a l  Society, the iacer 

c a p a c i t y  I w o u l d  like to i n f o r m  m e m b e r s  of 

the c o m m i t t e e  that the A n c h o r a g e  M e d i c a l  

S o c i e t y  u n a n i m o u s l y  i n d o rs e s  the r e s o l u t i o n  

f i r m l y  o p p o s i n g  this bill. As an i n d i v i d u a l  

p h y s i c i a n  I jus t  hav e  a cou p l e  of c o m m e n t s  

to m a k e  and than I w i l l  b e  done.

N u m b e r  015 6  T h e first that I h a v e  is; I w o u d e r  w h a t  nee d

t h e r e is for this p r o p o s e d  bill, as b e i n g  

p o i n t e d  out by a co u p le  of the other 

s p e a k e r s  this m o r n i n g  there are no c o n s u m e r s  

p r e s e n t  in this r o o m  and I w o u l d  be c u r i o u s  

to see h o w  m a n y  c o n s u m e r  p a t i e n t s  are in the 

o t h e r  rooms around the state. Secondly: 

A g a i n  to re p e a t  that comm e n t m a d e  e a r l i e r  by 

b o t h  Dr. P a t t e r s o n  and Dr. Nybo e r ,  the 95% 

of ey e  c o m p l a i n t s  can be h a n d l e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  

w i t h  v e r y  little h a n d s  on m e d i c i n e  an d  no 

d rugs, I t h i n k  is a v e r y  good one to k e e p  in 

mind. H o we v e r ,  b a c k  in m y  e x p e r i e n c e  as an 

e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  phys i c ia n ,  m o s t  p r o b l e m s  that 

I s a w  w h e n  I wa s  in the e m e r g e n c y  r o o m  w e r e  

r e f e r r e d  on  to an o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ,  b e c a u s e  I 

felt e ven w i t h  two m o n t h s  of c l e r k - s h i p  as a 

m e d i c a l  s t u d e nt  and then as a r e s i d e n t  in 

d e r m a t o l o g y ,  I did take a m o n t h  of 

o p h t h a l m o l o g y  b e c a u s e  I felt that tht re w a s  

e n o u g h  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  the eye and the 

s k i n  and that I should b r o a d e n  m y  k n o w l e d g e  

in that area. E v e n  w i t h  those two m o n t h s  I 

felt I s t i l l  felt u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  I w o r r i e d  about the last 5% 

that Dr. N y b o e r  so e l o q u e n t l y  talked about.

Number H171 The second conce rn th a t I  have ; is  r e a l l y
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relate., to the first, in a d d i t i o n  to the 

n e e d  I w o n d e r  about the p o s s i b l e  h a r m  that 

c o u l d  be b r o u g h t  u p o n  the p a t i e n t s  of A la s k a  

by gi v in g  a group of p e o p l e  w h o  not r e a l l y  

h a v e  the t r a ining or b a c k g r o u n d  to h a n d l e  

some m o r e  sophi s t i c at e d  d rugs that I c a n  see 

p o s s i b l y  could be in c luded in this g e n e r i c  

list thats b een offered. Let m e  give y o u  a 

c o u p l e  s p e c i f ic  examples; and a g a i n I a m  not 

an o p h t h a lm o l o g i s t . I w o n d e r  about some o ne  

as a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  b e i n g  allo w e d to p r e s c r i b e  

a dr u g  s uch as demoral, this is a d rug w h i c h  

is a ... blocker, w ha t  l i t t l e  I k n o w  about 

the drug and is u s e d  in op h t h a l m o l o g y ,  is 

that its marv e l o u s ,  it h e l p s  to cont r ol  

glaucoma, however, like any good drug it has 

side effects.

F r o m  m y  e m e rg e n c y  room b a c k gr o u n d ,  I k n o w  

that such a drug in that class p r e c i p i t a t e  a 

c ase of asthma, and w hat w o u l d  the 

o p t o m e t r i s t  do if he w e r e  to p r e s c r i b e  this 

d r u g  if he w e r e  in the b u s h  somewhere, Cloud 

n o i s e  on t a p e ) , even m o r e  a l a r m i n g  to me 

w o u l d  be an ... reaction, a p e r s o n  c ould get 

fro m topical neosporin, if put in someone's 

eye r a p i d l y  absorb in the s y s t e m  w h e r e  the 

p atie n t  c o u l d suffer f rom c o m p l e t e  cardiac 

a r r e s t  and die. I w ould like to ask the 

m e m b e r s  of the committee, w o u l d  yo u  like tc 

h a v e  that resting on you r  conscience, I'm 

done, t h a n k  you.

N u m b e r  0189 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you Dr. Center, any

que st i o n s  from the c o m m i t te e  m e mb e r s ?  I'll 

repeat a q u e s t i o n  that I ha d  for the 

p r e vious witness. W hats y o u r  feeling on the 

me a s u r e  of success if you will, by the push 

i f . y o u  w ill, the o p t o m e tr i s t  t h r o u g h o u t  the 

c o u n t r y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r e s e n t i n g  ar g u m e n t s 

and o b v i o u s l y  n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  ini t i a t e d  

and about 38 o ther states r e g a r d i n g  the 

d i s p e n s i n g  of p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs. W h a t s  

y o u r  o p i n i o n  about that?

N u m b e r  0195 Dr. Center: Again, this is my  p e r s o n a l

opinion, 1 think that the o p t o m e t r i s t s  in 

those states m ust have good l o b byists m d  I 

d o n ' t t h i n k  that their l e g i s l a t ur e s  in those 

states are good as ours, furthermore, thats 

one of the reasons I came to Alaska, b e c a u s e  

I felt that the lawmaker? w e r e  a little m ore 

i n l i g h t e n e d  and w o ul d  prot e c t  the public 

w i t h  far g r e a t e r  expense than the 38 states
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w h e r e  the o p t o m e t r i s t s  are a l l o w e d  to 

p r e s c r i b e  drugs.

C h a i r m a n  Ti s c h e r :  T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h

doctor. Dr. Bal l  has a comment.

N u m b e r  0202  Dr. Ball: I w o u l d  like to m a k e  a c o m m e n t  to

y o u r  q u e s t i o n s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to c l a r i f y  in 

t h o s e  38 s t a t e s  that h a v e  g i v e n  the 

o p t o m e t r i s t s  the right to p r e s c r i b e  drugs, 

it is o nly t hree states that o p t o m e t r i s t s  

h a v e  the r ig h t  to p r e s c r i b e  drugs, the o t h e r  

35 s ta t e s  h a v e  the use of d i a g n o s t i c  d rugs 

in t heir office.

C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r:  T h a n k  y o u  for that

c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  Dr. Ball. Ar e  there any 

•other w i t n e s s e s  out in the f ield that w i s h  

tc c o m e  f o r w a r d  and t e s t i f y  e ef c r c  v s  take a 

r e c e s s  for our next  bill.

N u m b e r  0 2 1 0  Dr. J i m  Grav e s :  Hello, this is J i m  Graves,

o p t o m e t r i s t  f r o m  Fairb a n k s ,  Alaska,

F a i r b a n k s  M e d i c a l  and S u r g i c a l  Clinic. I'm 

b a c k  in this y e a r  to s t a t e  m y  p o s i t i o n  on 

this l e g i s l a t io n ,  I w e n t  to P a c i f i c  

U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  of O p t o m e t r y  w i t h  a grant 

from the S t at e  of Alaska, and this w a s 

s p o n s o r e d  in part by WICHE, as w i t h  Dr. 

Dobson. W h e n  I w e n t  to P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  

and w a s  a l s o  i n v olved in e l e c t i v e  for sensor 

s h i p s , such a s , at the Y u k o n - K u s k o k w i m  

H e a l t h  C o r p o r a t i o n  and S e a t t l e  I n d i a n  H e a l t h  

Board, I s t u d i e d  both d i a g n o s t i c  and 

thevapeut'.c p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  agents, and much 

of that s t u d y  wa s done in a c l i n i c a l  study. 

S i n c e  .ny s c h o o l i n g  I've come b a c k  to A l a s k a  

my h o m e  to practice, b e i n g  a r e s i d e n t  in 

A l a s k a  for 15 1/2 years, I w a n t e d  to 

e s t a b l i s h  a n  o p t o m e t r i c  p r a c t i c e  in A l a s k a  

e v e n  th o u g h  I k n e w  r e l a t i v e  to w h a t  I

l e a r n ed  in school., and b e i n g  ... to 

o p t o m e t r y  to pr a c t i c e  I w o u l d  s till be able 

to p r a c t i c e  limited optom e t r y.

I f eel that those who w i l l  b e n e f i t  m o s t  by 

the p a s s a g e  of this l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  be the 

p a t i e n t s  themselves. W h e n  a p p l ic a b l e ,  

t h e y ' ll  h a v e  the same a p p r o p r i a t e  servi c e s 

as p r o v i d e d  by o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s ,  by 

o p t o m e t r i s t s  w i t h o u t  e x t r a  e x p e n d i t u r e s .

I'm not c o n c e r n i n g  m y s e l f  right n o w  w i t h  the

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  fee a m o unts, but the fact
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is w h e n e v e r  y o u  h a v e  to go to a second 

d o c t o r  its g o i n g  to cost y ou  a second fee.

I w o u l d  also like to m e n t i o n  the i m p o r t a n c e 

in the e x t r a  time off that a p e r s o n  m u s t  

take off to go to an o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  for a 

se c o n d  evaluation.

Also, I w o u l d  like to a s k  Dr. P a t t e r s o n  

b e f o r e  he c h an g e d  his p o s i t i o n  on the u s e  of 

d i a g n o s t i c  drugs, Dr. N y b o e r  and Dr. Center, 

w h a t  a bout the o t he r  5%, the e x t r a  5 out of 

e v e r y  100 persons, that m a y  h a v e  a serious 

p r o b l e m  w i t h  their eyes that could 

p o t e n t i a l l y  be blinding. If o p t o m e t r i s t  are 

l i m i t e d  to such that they h a v e  iust those 

c l i n i c a l  e v a l u a t o r y  tests to m ak e  w i t h o u t  

the u s e  of drugs, w o u l d  they than, as you 

m e n t i o n e d  h av e  5 out of every 100 that could 

p o t e n t i a l l y  go blind, w h e n e v e r  they c ould go 

to that p r i m a r y  h e a l t h  specia l i s t?  T hats 

all, th a n k  you.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you. Ar e  there

qu e s t i o n s  fro m  the c o m m i t te e  m e m b e r s ? I 

h a v e  a q u e s t i o n  or c o m m e n t , and it deals 

w i t h  yo u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  background, 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  you m e n t i o n e d  in regards to 

s t u d y  of d i s p e n s i n g  drugs and so forth. I 

n ee d  to h ave some c l a r i f i c a t i o n  on that as 

far as i n d i v i d u a l' s  concern, w h e n  you go to 

sc h o o l  and are s t u dying to be c om e  an 

o p t o m e t r i s t ,  h o w  does y o u r  e d u c a t i o n  and 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  compare do that of an 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  in d e a l i n g  w i t h  p r e s c r i p t i o n  

d rugs in d i s p e n s i n g  and a d m i n i s t e r i n g  that, 

please, if you hav e  that information.

Dr. Graves: M a ' a m  I feel that could be best

a d d r e s s e d  bv a c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r  r e l a t i v e  to 

this legislation.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: I'm not sure wha t  you

m e a n  by that.

Dr. Graves: Thats a c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r

m e a n i n g  an op t o m et r i s t  w h o  is on the 

c o m m i t t e e  to follow this l e g i s l a t i o n  

through.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: You are talking about

o p t o m e t r i s t  committee, you are not talking 

a bout the le g i s l a ti v e  committee, is that 

correct?
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Dr. Graves: Yes ma'am.

C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r :  Do y o u  h a v e  s o m e o n e  in

mind?

Dr. Graves: Well, I t hink Dr. J o h n  D e m s k y  is 

one, Dr. S t e v e n  D o b s o n  w o u l d  be a n o t h e r  one.

C h a i r m a n  T i s c h er :  T h a n k  you, ar e  e i t h e r  one

of those g e n t l e m e n  p r e s e n t  y e t  and if so, 

w o u l d  e i t h e r  one of them com e  f o r w a r d  and 

tr y  to a n s w e r  m y  q u e s t i on ?

T h i s  is the m o d e r a t o r  in A n c h o r a g e ,  Mr. 

D o b s o n  is no l o n g e r  p r e s e n t  at the A n c h o r a g e  

center.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: Is Dr. D e m s k y  in S o l d o t n a
  t i  _ i. i  _ n
civ a i i d u i e  :

Dr. Dobson: Yes I am.

C h a i r m a n  T i s cher: I w i l l  r e s t a t e  m y

q u e s t i o n  as best as I k n o w  how. I'd like to 

k n o w  f r o m  s o m e b o d y  w h e n  an o p t o m e t r i s t  or 

o n e  w h o  is w i s h i n g  to b e c o m e  one takes their 

t r a i n i n g  and s c ho l a s t i c  e d u c a t i o n  on drugs 

a nd p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs and such as that.

H o w  does that p r e p a r e  w i t h  an 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ' s  training, is it o p t i o n a l  

in terms of w h a t  is s t ud i e d  and is there 

a m o u n t  of time that mus t  be is m a n d a t e d  for 

comply*' .1 and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of y o u r  

eduoa! W hat is it that is d i f f e r e n t

f rom o p t o m e t r i s t  and an o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t ?  

Cor yo u  tell me that?

Dr. Dobson: I can try. I g r a d u a t e d  o v e r  10

y e a r s  ago and at that time t here w a s  on l y  

(1) s t a t e  that a l l o w e d  a n y  o p t o m e t r i s t  to 

u s e  drugs, so m y  p h a r m a c o l o g y  t r a i n i n g  ends 

in for m a l  o p t o m e t r y  s c ho o l  is v e r y  limited.

I h a d  a (2) h o u r  course in m os t  of the 

t r a i n i n g  I r e c e i v e d  and s ince than its b e e n  

p o s t - g r a d u a t e  or jus t  about all of it. N o w  

a ll o p t o m e t r y  s c h o o l s  h a v e  a m i n i m u m  of 110 

h o u r s  of o c u l a r  and s y s t e m i c  g e n e r a l  

p h a r m a c o l o g y  and cour s e s  they a l s o  h a v e  labs 

for u s i n g  those drugs. O p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  

r e c e i v e  t h e i r  d i a g n o s t i c  t r a i n i n g  in m e d i c a l  

s c h o o l  and they r e c e i v e d  m u c h  m o r e  i n t e n s i v e  

t r a i n i n g  and c l i n i c a l  us e  of t h e r a p e u t i c
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drugs, m o s t  o p t o m e t r i s t s  scho o l s  w o r k  

j o i n t l y  w i t h  o t h e r  m e d i c a l  scho o l s  or w i t h  

p r e - s e n s o r s h i p s , inter- s h i p s  such as Dr. 

G r a v e s  and Dr. D o b s o n  m e n t i o n e d ,  or their 

th e r a p e u t i c  us e  of m e d icine. D i d  I answer 

y o u r  q u e s t i o n ?

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: Yes, y o u  did in part,

w h a t  it sounds as though, sounds like there 

is g o i n g  to b e  any m e a s u r e  of relaxing, you 

w o u l d  ha v e  to hav e  e x a m i n a t i o n  to decide 

w h e t h e r  or n o t  an i n d i v i d u a l  q u a l i f i ed  and 

k n o w l e d g e a b l e  v e r s u s  their t r a i n i n g and 

their c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  in di s p e n s i n g  

drugs and ap p l i cation, thereof, am I joined 

the pr o p e r concl u s i o n s ?

Dr. Dobson: Yes, I w o u l d  not wan t  any

grandfa.ther and if this b i l l  is passed, as a 

b o a r d  m e m b e r  w e  intend to e x a mi n e  e v eryone 

w h o  w a n t s  to use drugs.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you, Dr. Ball, do

y o u  h a v e  any comments on that? Could you 

help us out w i t h  that a little bit?

Dr. Ball: Y-s, i n i t i a l l y  I'm a little

c o n f us e d  thru s o mebody w h o  a d m i t t e d l y  had so 

little training i n i t i al l y  and than only in 

p o s t - g r a d u a t e  courses later is g oing to be 

the p er s o n  d e c i d i n g  who has a d e q u a te  

t r a ining to d i s pe n s e  drugs u n d e r  the present 

p r o p o s e d  bill. And to a n s w e r  your question; 

as w a s  p o i n t e d  out just before, in the past 

o p t o m e t r y  schools have not covered 

p h a r m a c o l o g y  or onl y  in j ust a little 

c u r s o r y  lectures at present they do require 

two se m e s te r s  of p ha r m a c o l o gy ,  as do m e d i c al  

scho o l s  requ i r e  two semesters of 

p h a r ma c o l o g y ,  but the b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  is 

a fter that, thats in second y e a r  of medi c al  

sc h o o l  for the next 6 y e a r s  theres the 

p r a c t i c e  of p h a r m a c o l o g y  in h u m a n  subjects, 

it m a r k s  the d if f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  an 

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  and optometrist.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  y o u  for you r  help

Dr. Ball. A r e  there any o t h er  w i t n e s s e s  out 

in the area that w o u l d  like to testify?

Dr. Demsky: I w o u l d  like to furt h e r  clarify

that, in regards to Dr. Ba l l' s  comment about 

ou r  limi t e d  knowledge, w e  c e r t a in l y  intend 

to use all of the r e sources a v a i l ab l e  for
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w r i t i n g  t h e  e x a m  and for g i v i n g  the exam, as 

the o t h e r  three s t a t e s  do, w h o  n o w  use  

t h e r a p e u t i c s .  O u r  n a t i o n a l  b oard is in the 

p r o c e s s  o f  w r i t i n g  a w r i t t e n  n a t i o n a l  e x a m  

for p h a r m a c o l o g y  and p a t h o l o g y  for those 

s t a t e s  w h o  h a v e  the u s e  of t h e r apeutics.

C h a i r m a n  T i s c h e r :  T h a n k  you, as that exa m

is b e i n g  w r i t t e n ,  w h a t  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  the 

m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  ar e  y o u  a w a r e  of in 

c r e a t i n g  that e x a m i n a t i o n ?

Dr. Dems k y:  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  are s p e c i a l i s t s

and a u t h o r i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in o p h t h a l m o l o g y  

w h o  w i l l  b e  a s s i s t i n g  in the w r i t i n g  of the 

exam, ho w e v e r ,  s i n c e  I ' m  no t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

that board, I c a n n o t  a n s w e r  that, not 100% 

a c c u r a t e l y .

C h a i r m a n  T i sc h e r :  T h a n k  you, w o u l d  you be

ab l e  to a s s i s t  this c o m m i t t e e  by  gi v i n g  

c o n t a c t  that w e  m i g h t  s e c u r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

that is d e s i r a b l e  for c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  

r e g a r d i n g  that n a t i o n a l  test? Is t here a 

co n tact, is t h e r e a board, o f f i c e  t e l e p h o n e  

n u m b e r  or a d d r e s s  that y o u  m i g h t  request 

that i n f o r m a t i o n ?

Dr. D e m s k y :  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  is, I d o n ’t

ha v e  that w i t h  me, but I c o u ld  send it to 

y o u r  a t t en t i o n ,  if thats a l r i g h t  w i t h  you.

C h a i r m a n  T i sc h e r :  I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  that

v e r y  m u c h  if y o u  c o u l d , a r e  there a n y  other 

w i t n e s s e s  that c o u l d  w i s h  to testify.

M o d e r a t o r :  Rep. T i s c h e r ,  this is A n c h o r a g e

and Dr. P a t t e r s o n  w o u l d  lik e  to mak e  

a d d i t i o n a l  c o m m en t  at this time.

N u m b e r  0 3 4 8  Dr. P a t t e r s on :  Rep. T i s c h e r ,  in one of the

r e f e r e n c e s  that I a l l u d e d  to in m y  o r i g i n a l  

t e s t i m o n y  is b y  Dr. P e ar s o n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

l ooks at the c u r r i c u l u m  w i t h  the n u m b e r  of 

h o u r s  of s t u d y  in p h a r m a c o l o g y  and c o m p a r i n g  

o p t o m e t r y  to o p h t h a l m o l o g y ,  this s t u d y  was 

p u b l i s h e d  in '77,

I h a v e  i n c l u d e d  it in m y  p a c k e t s  that I've 

sent befo r e,  I w i l l  do so a f t e r  this 

t e s t i m o n y ,  but Dr. P a a r s o n  ... lives 126 

h o u r s  of p h a r m a c o l o g y  b e i n g  s t a n d a r d  or 

a v e r a g e  in the o p t o m e t r i c  s c h o o l i n g  co n trast 

to r a t h e r  m a r k e t e d l y  to 200 h o u r s  in the
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T a p e  #6, Side 1, 

R e c o r d i n g  

N u m b e r  0002

o p h t h a l m o l o g i c a l  t r ai n i n g  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  3 

y ears of cl i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  148 h o u r s  

of oc u l a r  p h ar m a c o l o g y.  P a t h o l o g i c a l  

training; s tudy of p a t h ol o g y ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

60 h ours o p t o m e t r i s t  c o m p a r e d  to b e t t e r  than 

200 h o u r s , so a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 to 1 w o u l d  be 

a c o n s e r v a t i v e  estimate, d i f f e r e n c e  in h ours 

d e v o t e d  to study, and like I said earlier, I 

w o u l d  be send i n g  y o u  this w i t h  the letter, 

T h a n k  you.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you, Dr. Patterson.

Wha t  I' m  a t t e m p t i n g  to do here  is to secure 

en o ug h  i n f o r m a ti o n  so that the se c o n d bil l  

m i g h t  be drafted, if that is the w i s h  of the 

comnittee, to m a k e  sure that g u i de l i n e s  that 

are p ro vided for in the l e g i s l a t i o n  so that 

all areas are pr otected, but all areas are 

equally a d d r e s s e d  and thats the r e a s o n  for 

niy q u estions and requ es t  for information.

It is not the w i s h e s  of the C h ai r  that this 

m e a s u r e  goes u n a d d r e s s e d ,  on the o ther hand 

we are very  c o g n i z a n t  of the dangers 

Involved in e x e r c i s i n g  l e g i s l a t i ve  powers 

o ver an are a  that n o n e  of us have the 

e xp e r t i s e t:o do, w e  are h o p e f u l l y  going to 

garner as m u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  from the 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  as p os s i b l e  so that we can 

m ake an i n t e ll i g e n t  j u d g m e n t  as tc what 

d e c i si v e  a c t i o n  can be taken in fairness to 

all.

I just want to insure those that are still 

listening that I'm not interested in ram 

roding this l e g i s l a t i o n  through w i t h  eyes 

closed, on the other hand I'm not i nterested 

in p r e se r v i n g  a turf that m a y  v e i y  w e l l  be 

expanded c a r e f u l l y  and w i t h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

for the benefit of the g e n er a l  p u b l i c  as a 

whole. So, t hank y o u  v e r y  muc h  for those of 

you w h o  h a v e  put the time in t e s t if y i n g  and 

again, my  a p o lo g i e s  for the lateness of the 

b e g i n n in g  of this hearing, w i t h  that we are 

going to recess for 20 m i nu t e s  so that 

c o mmittee m e m b e r s  can grab a s a n d w i c h  and be 

b ack at 1:15 p.m., to c o ntinue tlie h e a r i n g  

on the next H o u s e  Bill. T h a n k  you ver y  

much. Recess.

1 of 2

Dr. Jay Bonner: ...well I first can't answer 

your nu m be r  of the ones that have bee n  

misdi a g n o s e d,  the m a j o r i t y  of p at i e n t s  that
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I a m  s e e i n g  n o w  are r e f e r r e d  b y  a n o t h e r  

p h y s i c i a n  b e c a u s e  they see my  e x p e r t i s e  in 

the field of p h r e n o l o g i s t  b e c a u s e  they 

e i t h e r  d id n ' t  k n o w  t hey h a d  ... p r o b l e m  or 

they w e r e  q u e s t i o n i n g  w h a t  type of p r o b l e m  

th e y  had. Th e  m a j o r i t y  of these are 

l e g i t i m a t e  qu e s t i o n s ,  m a n y  of the m don't 

h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  that are b e i n g  asked; 

example, they r e f e r  a p a t i e n t  to, s i n c e  w e  

a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a d r e n a l  problem, does  this 

p a t i e n t  h a v e  ... d i s ease. I t h in k  that the 

q u e s t i o n  that t hey are a sk i n g  y o u  is 

l e g i t i m a t e  m a n y  times, this is a rare 

d i s e a s e  m a n y  times they d on ' t  h a v e  it, the 

q u e s t i o n  they p o s e  is; l e g i t i m a t e  and so 

that... (loud n o i s e  in b a c k g r o u n d 1). The  

n a t u r o p a t h  owe them one p a t i e n t  that I can 

t h i n k of it no t  d i r e c t l y  r e f e r r e d  to me, the 

p a t i e nt  f r o m  the n a t u r o p a t h i c  p h y s i c i a n  came 

on their own. So I jus t  w a n t  to be m ore 

specific.

N u m b e r  0 0 1 4  C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you doctor, that

answers ray q u e s t i o n  v e r y  nicely. I 

a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  comment. L ets see, I think 

w e  have, w e  n e e d  to go to M a t - S u  now.

N u m b e r  001 7  (anonymous) ...and I'm a m o t h e r  of four

c h i l d r e n  and I w o u l d  first like to m a k e  a 

s tatement, that I and m y  h u s b a n d  are in 

favor of the H o u s e  B i l l  347 for the 

l i c e n s i n g  of n a t u r o p a t h i c  physic i a n s ,  and I 

feel it is our c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m o r a l  right to 

c h o s e  the kind of d o c t o r  and tre a t m e n t that 

w e  feel that is best for o u r s e l v a s  and our 

family. N a t u r o p a t h i c  tr e a t me n t  has helped 

me in Alaska, O r e g o n  and Utah, w h e n  ocher 

types of tr eatment could not.

I feel that h i g h l y  trained and skil l e d  

n a t u r o p a t h s  in our s tate w o u l d  be an 

a d v a n t a g e  to us in our commu n it y ,  and also 

to ensure that n a t u r o p a t h i c  m e d i c i n e  w i l l  be 

p r a c t i c e d  r e s p o n s i b l y  and p r o f e s s i o n a l l y ,  so 

I w o u l d  u rge y o u  to s u p p or t  this bill.

I w o u l d  a l t  » liK.^ to say that I've h a d  one 

ch i l d  in n a t u r o p a t h i c  c l i n i c  in O r e g o n  and I 

had two c h i l d r e n  at h o m e  w i t h  n a tu r o p a t h s ,  I 

had one in the h o s p i t a l  and I h a v e  always 

h ad v e r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  care and felt v e r y  

c o m f o r t a b l e  and I w o u l d  also h ave anot h e r  

child co m i n g  and I w o u l d  d e f i n i t e l y  wa n t  to 

h a v e  it at hom e  and h a v e  that ch o i c e  over
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the h o spital. I fee l  that its h e lp e d  m any 

w o m e n  w h o  h a d  c h i l d r e n  at h o m e  for the 

n a t u r o p a t h  and they n e v e r  ha d  compl i c a ti o n s  

or p roblems, and w h e n  they had, the 

n a t u r o p a t h  w a s  able to take care of them 

r e s p o n s i b l y  and I also like to state that 

y o u  m e n t i o n e d  b e f o r e  that the reason we 

didn't h a v e  a 3oard of N a t u r o p a t h  b e f o r e  w a s  

there w a s n ' t  e n o u g h  people, there wa s  only 3 

or 4 p r a c t i c i n g  in Alaska*

If this w a s n ' t  p a s s e d  than wha t  w o u l d  ensure 

that in the m e a n t i m e  w e  w o u l d  be able to 

p r a c t i c e  a c c o r d i n g  to the ...of our 

consc i en c e  ...that there was not a b o a r d  to 

re g ulate this and I w o u l d  just like to urge 

you to pass the bill and put my support and 

my  family's support on this bill. T h a n k  

you.

N u m b e r  0036  C h a ir m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you, I have a

question, as a m o t h e r  of 6 c h i l d r en  wh o  wer e  

b o m  5 d i f f e r e n t  births, I hav e  twins, you 

and I can have a p r iv a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  here 

if you would. O n e  of the doctors in her 

earl i e r  testimony, I don't k n o w  e x a c t l y  who 

it was, had in d i c at e d  that there are times 

that du r i n g c h i l d b i r t h  as you and I both 

know, there is u s u a l l y  s u r g i c al  procedure to 

arrest the s t r e t c h i n g  of the va gi n a  for the 

child to pass through, s o metimes that tear 

reaches a long way. H ave yo u  had that 

e x p e r ie n c e  in your n a t u r a l  childbirth, 

w h e t h e r  it be w i t h  a n a t u r o p a t h  or m i d­

wifery? Ho w  w a s  that handled, did the 

n a t u r o p a t h  do the s u r g i c al  sti tc h i n g  or wha t  

happened?

N u m b e r  0046 ...Yes, my first child was 8 - lbs, 14-oz and

I did not have a s u r g i c a l  for the b a b y  to

come through and there is a pro ce d u r e  by 

m e s s a g i n g  and by h e l p i n g  uhe baby to come 

through that this is not necessary. I had 

all four of my c h i l d r e n  wi t h o u t  any risk or 

care w i t h o u t  any s u r gical tear and I just 

had a bab y  that was 9-lbs., 10-v.z. also.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: Boy, you beat me about: 3 

oz., there. T h a n k  you, I w o u l d  like to go 

to F a i r b a n k s  ard than we hav e  one witness 

h er e  in Juneau.

N u m b e r  0054 Shirley... in Fairbanks: I w o u l d  like to

speak for S h e i l a  B a k e r  w h o  could not wait,
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she h a d  to b e  b a c k  at w o rk ,  so this is he r 

w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  that I w i l l  be reading:

As the f o r m e r  o w n e r  of a h e a l t h  food store 

m a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  are n o t  h e l p e d  by s t a nd a r d  

m e d i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s  w e r e  h e l p e d  i m m e n s e l y  by 

a n a t u r o p a t h i c  d o c t o r  in A n c h o r a g e .  I 

m y s e l f  h a v e  been, and feel v e r y  s t r o n g l y  

about b e i n g  d en i e d  m y  r i g h t s  to use the type 

of m e d i c a l  c are I w ant. A  w o m a n  I k n o w  had 

a t u m or  o n  h e r  u t e r u s  and the m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  

w a n t e d  to r e n o v e  the t u m or  w h i c h  w o u l d  

re s ul t  in the a b o r t i o n  of the b a b y  sh e  was 

ca r rying, she asked m e  wh a t  to do, and I 

said, if J. w e r e  she I w o u l d  go to the 

n a t u r o p a t h i c  d o c t o r  in A nc h o r a g e ,  w h i c h  she 

did. N e t  only did the n a t u r o p a t h i c  do c t or  

d i s s o l v e  the tumor w i t h  t r eatment, b u t  the 

w o m a n  gave b i r t h  to a b e a u t i f u l ,  h e a l t h y  

son. Arid on m y  own, I s t r o n g l y  support 

H o u s e  B i l l  347 for m y  ... for n a t u r o p a t h  and 

I t h i n k  that one  of the imp o r t a nt  things 

that w e  looked ut t oday so far is that 

k e e p i n g  these p e o p l e  and o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  

h e a l t h  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  in the clo s e t  w i l l  not 

h e l p  p e o p l e  get healthy. Al l  w e ' l l  do is 

help p e o p l e  p r a c t i c e  f e a r f u l l y  and w i t h o u t  

m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  in the p u bl i c  and its v e r y  

im p o r t a n t  that w e  let m o r e  p e o p l e  k n o w  that 

a l t e r n a t i v e  h elp is a v a i l a b l e  w i t h o u t  

l e a v i ng  the state, and that w e  m a k e  h e r e  

q u a l i t y  a l t e r n a t i v e  h e l p  a v a i l a b l e  to anyone 

w h o  desiires it. T h a n k  you.

N u m b e r  0067 C h a i r m a n  Tisch e r : T h a n k  yo u  v e r y  m uch, and

n o w  f r o m  J u n e a u  w e  h a v e  Mr. T r e ager.

N u m b e r  0064  H a r r y  T r e ager: M a d a m  C h a i r m a n , m y  nam e  is

H a r r y  T r e a g e r  and I'm the D i r e c t o r  of the 

D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  for 

D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e . T a m  just h e r e  to 

a n s w e r  any q u e s t i o n s  the c o m m i t t e e  m i g ht  

have. I think that p o s s i b l y  I could o ffer 

some a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n c e  of licen s e  

and ...license act i v i t y,  w i t h o u t  the state 

l i c e n s e  sanction. Its b e e n  my e x p e r i e n c e  

from the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  that 

w i t h o u t  a lice ns e  d o e s n ' t  m e a n  that the 

p r a c t i c e  can't continue.

T h e  l i c e n s e  m o r e l e s s  l e g i t i m i z e s  the 

p r o f e s s i o n ,  but any p r o f e s s i o n  w o u l d  c arry 

o v e r  to a n o t h e r  a l r e a d y  l i c e n s e d  p r o f e s s i o n  

is w h e r e  the p r o b l e m  st a rt s  to exist. And I
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think f r o m  h e a r i n g  some of the t e s timony 

this a f ternoon. (problems on m icrophone. 

A n c h o r a g e  c o u l d n ' t  h e a r  the testifier).

H a r r y  Treag e r :  Again, Rep. Tischer, its the

l i c e n s i n g  or u n l i c e n s i n g  function, its 

b e c a u s e  one o c c u p a t i o n  or p r o f e s s i o n  is not 

l i c e n s e d  does not  p r o h ib i t  that o c cu p a t i o n  

from p r o c e e di n g ,  its w h e n  they carry ove r  

areas of those a l r e a d y  licensed; such as 

n a t u r o p a t h i c  h e a l i n g  to m e dicine, thats 

w h e r e  the p r o b l e m s  b e c o m e  complicated. Our 

p o s i t i o n  is that w e  are net r e s t r i c t i n g  

an y o n e  f r o m  s e e k i n g w h a t  e v e r  care or 

tr e a t m e n t they desire. Its just that cross 

over s i t u a t i o n  that co m p l i c a t e s  the issue, 

and I t h i n k  one of the things we w o u l d  hav e  

no p r o b l e m  w i t h  lic e n si n g  naturopaths, I 

t hink ou r p r o b l e m  is w it h  d e f i n i n g  the scope 

of practice.

C h a i r m a n  Tischer: So, its really a turf

that w e  are p r o t e c t i n g  in a licensed a rea 

and a n o n - l i c e n s e  area, isn't that correct?

Its k i n d  of like truckers that in some 

places they are r e q ui r e d  to be licensed to 

do c e r t a i n  things and travel cert a i n  places 

and w h e r e  s o m e b o d y  else gets into their area 

there is a complaint, b e c a u s e  they are 

i n f r i n g i n g  on, I think its the same thing as 

professions. A m  I read i n g  this correctly, 

Mr. T r e a g e r?

N u m b e r  0095 Mr. T re ager: M a d a m  C h airman, I don't think

I'm q u a l i f i e d  to on the turf prote c t i o n  

issue, you could also say turf p r ot e c t i o n  

and try to b e c o m e  licensed also. It sounds 

to me m o r e  like a legal question, but I just 

e n c o u r a g e  the c o m m i t t e e  to give som e t h i n g in 

the scope of p ra c t i c e  that you  w o u l d  w a n t  me 

o r  for the s tate to follow.

N u m b e r  0100 C h a i r m a n  Tischer: T h a n k  you, Rep. U e hl i n g

has a question.

Rep. Uehling: O n e  of the que s t i o n s that I

had, do w e  h ave an idea to e x a c t ly  h o w  many 

n a t u r o p a t h s  we hav e  in the state right now 

and w h a t  we are talking about as far as 

numbers?

Mr. Treager: Rep. Uehling, the last

k n o w l e d g e  I had wa s  two; Dr. P e t t y j o h n  in

HESS -5 4 - 1 /21 /8 4



Rep. U e h l i n g:  A  f o l l o w - u p  q u e s t i o n ,  w h a t

y o u ' r e  s a y i n g  is w e  h a v e  a c o u p l e  of people, 

it sounds as if h a v e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  to 

testify, but t h e r e  is no l i c e n s i n g  

s t ructure, t h e r e  is a l i c e n s i n g  s t r u c t u r e  

now?

C h a i r m a n  Ti s c h e r :  T h e r e  is no l i c e n s i n g

struc t u r e ,  Rep. U e h l i n g ,  for n a t u r o p a t h i c  

m e d i c i n e  and I add to Mr. T r e a g e r ' s  comme n t s  

that e v e n  as of lat e last y e a r  t h e r e  w a s  

t e s t i m o n y  and y o u  w i l l  see it in y o u r  

m i n u t e s  that t h e r e  w e r e  two p r a c t i c i n g  

n a t u r o p a t h s  kno w n ,  there w a s  a n o t h e r  

n a t u r o p a t h i c  p r a c t i t i o n e r  that w a s n ' t  

p r a c t i c i n g  that m e d i c i n e  b e c a u s e  there was 

no l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e d u r e .  T h e r e  are also 

s e v e r a l  c h i r o p r a c t o r s  that are t r a i n e d  as 

n a t u r o p a t h i c  p h y s i c i a n s ,  bu t  are p r a c t i c i n g  

u n d e r  the l i c e n s u r e  of chiropractic'.

Rep. U e hling: T h a n  I w i l l  also f o l l o w  a

q u e s t i o n  on that, so in o t h e r  w o r d s  if w e  

w e r e  to l i c en s e  them, w h a t  is that p o t e n t i a l  

n u m b e r  that w e  w i l l  a c t u a l l y  have, o b v i o u s l y  

there is a lot of report t here f rom the 

s tand p o i n t  of p e o p l e  testif y i n g , but wha t  

is the p o t e n t i a l  n u m b e r  that w e  are g o i n g  to 

license?

C h a i r m a n  T i s cher: T h e r e  ha s  b e e n  a r e q u e s t

for that i n f o r m a t i o n  and al l  that I h av e  

b e e n  a b l e  to d e t e r m i n e  is that, there are 

m o r e  that w o u l d  a t t e m p t  to be l i c en s e d  if 

there w a s  a p r o v i s i o n  for that so that they 

could l e g a l l y  p r a c t i c e  and there h a s  b e e n  a 

r e q u e s t  to e s t a b l i s h  a b o a r d  for 

n a t u r c p a t h i c  m e d i c i n e  and it has b e e n  

s u g g e s t e d  that p e r h a p s  we m i g h t  m a k e  a 

p r o v i s i o n  w i t h i n  this l e g i s l a t i o n ,  that w h e n  

the n u m b e r s  reach, lets say (6) that is an 

a u t o m a t i c  t r i g g e r  to e s t a b l i s h  a b o a r d  for 

e x a m i n a t i o n  of l icensing. But u n t i l  that 

time, a l t h o u g h  t here has b e e n  o b j e c t i o n  by a 

n u m b e r  of w i t n e s s e s ,  that the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  be the 

o v e r s e e r  u n t i l  that time occurs, bu t  the 

o b j e c t i o n  c omes f r o m  the fact that t here is 

n o  e x p e r t i s e  in that d e p a r t m e n t  l i t e r a l l y  do 

the l i c e n s i n g  and ex a m i n i n g ,  b e c a u s e  they 

d o n ' t  h a v e  the b a c k g ro u n d .

Anchorage and D r . Jam ison he re in  Juneau.
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So it would have to be some input from some 
place or some content within this 

legislation to establish guidelines by which 

the department could establish their 

examination criteria and thats what the 
original bill attempted to do, to give that 

guideline and seek that input. Tt is 
definitely addressed and we might want find 

. . . 3 0  that it provides the guidelines for 
the department of temporarily at least, to 
do exactly that. I'm. sure that the 

profession itself probably would be 

instrumental itself in assisting in that and 
I sure would be glad to and as well as 

consultation with the medical profession in 

order to make sure that the general public's 
protection is at hand.

Number 0140 Chairman Tischer: If there are no further

questions from Mr. Treager, than I'd like to 
go back to Anchorage again and take the next 

two witnesses.

Diane McDermott: Hello, I'm here to speak
in favor of House Bill 347, my husband wrote 

this editorial and it explains our feelings 
on this matter, (loud noise on tape) ... my 

wife and I were informed by our pediatrician 

that our son would have to be kept on three 
very strong drugs and a series of allergy 
shots for several years, (loud noise on 

ta p e ) .

Number 0168 Chairman Tischer: Thank you very much

Diane, I w a s n’t able to hear you as clearly 

as I ’d like to have and I'm going to ask the 

committee members if they heard. Otherwise 
we could perhaps ask LIO to transmit your 
testimony written so we could make it part 

of the record, just for clarity, if you 

could do that Diane, we would be very 
appreciative. Thank you and I would like to 
have the next witness in Anchorage.

Number 0173 Moderator in Anchorage: Rep. Tischer we

have Julia Reinhart from Anchorage next.

Julia Reinhart: I have had a relatively

short experience ...very pleased to say that 
I've experienced. First of all, there's 

-  been some questioning of the training that

naturopaths receive. In many cases a 
patient does not e^en know what to ask the 

regular physician as far as their training
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is concerned, we don't know what to ask a 

doctor, do you know h o w  to do this 

medication, all kinds of ways given, wil l  

you show me? Do you see what I'm saying, we 

don't even know what to ask the regular 

d octor in his training. What it comes down 

to is the patient's responsibility to 

e stablish individual trust in whoever is 

treating him. There are incompetent 

physicians, even with all their 

...regulations, boards and so forth, 

licensing or requirements that they have to 

meet. So I think first of all, I want to 

continue to be able to go to naturopath,

I'm sorry that there are so many licensing 

requirements in effects of life, but if this 

b i l l  is required for my naturopath to 

continue practicing, I am in favor of it.

If someone is concerned about ...,e care that 

they are receiving whether from a naturopath 

or from their regular doctor it is up to 

them to ask questions and establish the 

trust in their care giver. Thank you.

Chairman Tischer: Thank you very much,

Julia. Are there questions of the 

committee? Hearing none, I'd like to go to 

M a t - S u  and take another of their witnesses 

please.

De b r a  Lucas: I'm a patient of Dr.

Pettyjohn. When I came up here almost two 

years ago I was 8 1/2 months pregnant, whe n  

I was down in Texas my doctor told me I 

wo u l d  have to have a Caesarean. When I got 

here I couldn't find an OB doctor to take 

me, so I was referred to Dr. Pettyjohn from 

my brother-inlaw and he told me that there 

was no complications why I couldn't have my 

child naturally and have it at home. I had 

my son at home and I was in labor for 21 1/2 

hours, m y  son did rip me with his shoulders, 

Dr. Pettyjohn took care of me and I've been 

going to him ever since. I'm 6 1/2 months 

pregnant now and I wouldn't go to an OB 

doctor if it was the last thing to do, that 

wo u l d  be the only way I'd go. I am for this 

bill and I think it needs to be passed and I 

agree with everybody that is for this, I 

think it does need to be passed. It is our 

opportunity to have the choice of who we 

w a n t  to go to and who we don't want to go 

to. Thank you.

HESS -57 -  1/21/84



Number 0213 Chairman Tischer: Thank you Debra, if I may
ask you a personal question, can you and if 

y ou care to answer tell me why you weren't 
acceptable as a patient to an OB doctor, 

under what conditions did you seek one?

Number 0217 Moderator in Mat-Su: Madam Chairman, your
coming in very badly and we could not 

understand your question.

Chairman Tischer: Thank you, I'll try

again, please identify if I ’m  coming through 

better; Debra, could you tell me if you 
would please, if you care to answer, why was 

that you weren't accepted by an OB physician 

and by what criteria did you try to select 
one when you first came here?

Debra: Yes, was referred to three

different doctors and I won't give their 

names, but none of them wanted to take me 

because I was so far along and didn't want 

to take the risk. When I left Texas I had 
m y  medical records with me, blood tests and 

everything so that if anything did happen to 

me or if I had to go through the emergency 

room I had all my paper work with me.

Number 0231 Chairman Tischer: Are you saying that *
because of your risk that they didn't want 

to attend to the birth of your child, is 

that what you are saying?

Debra: I don't understand that question,
please repeat it.

Chairman Tischer: I'm trying to figure out
as a mother of (6) how in the heck did a 

doctor turn you down if you went to them for 
assistance in the attempt to have your 
child, if they turned you down and wouldn't 

accept you as their patient.

Debra: I was told that I was too far along
for them to accept me and I don't feel that 
w as right df they are an OB doctor they 

should be able to take anybody no matter 

what risk they have.

Number 0242 Chairman Tischer: Thank you very much for
your c a n d i d 'remark, Debra. I would like to 

go to Fairbanks for the next witness.
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Efrin Resume: This is Fairbanks and I am

Efrin Resume and I have a few points to 

bring up: One is that 1 was raised in New

York State and at that time the chiropractor 

profession was not licensed, as a matter of 

fact it was one of the last states not to be 

licensed. N ow I was raised and my family on 

chiropractic care and naturopathic care and 

so we were very involved in what was going 

on there. At last (the A MA in New York 

State by the way was very s t r o n g ) , they 

realized that some licensing was necessary 

and what they tried to do in my opinion was 

have chiropractic license with the greatest 

limit possible and so chirop r a c t o r i were 
licensed there even though it did take them 

a very long time. It seems to me that 

licensing is the only way that doctors in 

this state can answer their own questions as 

to the professionality and still of the 

naturopath.

The other area I would like to address; that 

since I've been in Alaska for the last 15 

years, I have lived a great amount of time 

in the bush, as a matter of fact 11 years 

ago and a couple of days, I delivered my own 

daughter in a cabin on the Yukon River and I 

have not had any specific training in any of 

these areas that we are talking about. But 

I did try to get as much advise as I could 

and I have talked to many of the people 

living in the bush in the Interior of Alaska 

and I have not found yet one person who wa.~ 

not very interested in naturopathic medicine 
and was not followed and tried to get advise 

in those areas.

So I think that there is a great need for 

when one was in the bush one might have a 

radio and one may be able to get a plane 

called in or have a plane, but basically the 

many situations even in a village, prevented 
medicine is crucial. This isn't enough time 

in many circumstances to get to the doctor, 

so many young people come into Alaska and 

wanting to be away from the city vendors 

have had a great need to learn and to get by 

as far as keeping their health and keeping 

the health of their families safe where they 

do not need surgery or do not need to get to 

a hospital. Naturopathic medicine is that 

alternative, that helps people learn more 

about their bodies and do care for
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themselves where they will avoid having to 

have the use of a hospital. So I am very 

much in support of HB 347. Thank you.

Number 0284 Chairman Tischer: Thank you, are there

questions of the committee. Hearing none, 

I'd like to announce that because there's at 

least 15 or 16 folks at the Anchorage site 

still waiting to testify and I am going to 

take 3 at a time from Anchorage, than 

alternate to Fairbanks and back to Anchorage 
or the Mat-Su so that we will give equal

time to every one before they decide to
leave.

Number 0293 Steven Cox: My name is Steven Cox and I

reside here in Anchorage, and I would like 
to state a few facts; my opinion for passing 

HB 347, it is my belief that people in the 

United States are ...Cloud noise in 

background) ... for the American Medical 

Association and through this we had very 

litr.le choice as far as what type of medical 

care or health care we need to have, (loud 
noise on tape). I feel it is very 

beneficial and has come a long way ... but I 

also believe that our nation also needs more 

emphasis placed on life saving medicine 
which naturopathic practitioners provide, 
(loud noise on cape)

Number 0336 Chairman Tischer: Thank you very much and

could we have the next witness from 

Anchorage, please.

Number 0337 David ...: My name is David ... I am

speaking for myself and also for ray wife, 
I've been a patient cf Dr. Pettyjohn since 

when he first began his practice in 
Anchorage and 1 have never had any cause to 

regret that my family has been under his 
care, what I'm basically saying is that I'm 

very much in favor of this.

Three doctors here have said they have no 

objection to alternative health 
practitioners practicing, but they don't 
want to see any kind of licensing which to 

m y  mind is they are going to give us our 
choice, but they are going to deny the 
practitioners the right to provide us what 
we want and thereby, make us incompetent in 

wnat is now perceived as a crime, practice 

of medicine without a license. They are
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denying the practitioners the right to 
provide them with care that they would give 

us, there seems to be a growing body of 

evidence that a lot of the practices, 

methods and really the entire focus of the 

"traditional medical community" are 

inappropriate or based on assumptions which 

have not been proven or just plain don't 

vork. So I think that we really come down 

to a question of attitude and approach, 

prevention versus treatment of symptoms 

helping the body to heal itself versus 

intervention with drugs, which often have 
many unpleasant side effects and also often 

inappropriate and unnecessary surgical 
p r o c e d u r e s .

I feel that naturopaths need to be licensed, 

I would hope that would be just the 

beginning, I would like to see a licensing 

procedure established for mid-wifes. I'd 

like to point out in Holland the OB courses 

are taught by the teachers of the national 

mid-wives' school, the mid-wife in Holland 

teach the doctors how to do their jobs, 

because it is perceived in that the country 

that the mid-wives know more about what they 

are doing. My own child was born with the 

services of a mid-wife and I was present 

there, there were no complications of any 

kind for which I would say that we were 

blessed, but the attitude of the mid-wife 

that dealt with us and the attitude of all 

the mid-wives that I talked to is one of 
constant vigilance to possible trouble and 

they have fairly strict series of guide 

lines so that Lf you don't fit within the 

practice of their requirement they won't do 

the delivery, they will send you to the 

doctor or to the hospital. They know what 

their limitations are and everything that 

I've seen says they are eager to operate 

w ithin their limitations. I would say this 
an attitude that characterizes all the 

alternatives of practitioners which I dealt 

w i t h  and I recommend that this bill be 

passed into law.

Number 0401 Chairman Tischer: Thank you very much

David, and more witness from Anchorage, hold 

on just a minute, Rep. Koponen has a 

question.

Rep. Koponen: Thank you Madam Chair, the
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question I have is in regards to m i d - w i v e s , 
do you happen to know how many mid-wives 

there are in the different categories?

David: I don't understand what you mean by

categories.

Rep. Koponen: Well there are nurse mid­

wives or plain mid-wives or nurse 

practitioners who are mid-wives or in other 

words if the .re are people who aren't MD's 
who do attend childbirth and I'm just 
wondering if you have any notion how many 

types of mid-wives there are, or how many 
gentlemen, mid-wives. I heard a number of 

mid-wives in practice and I was wondering 
how they were in practice.

Number 0416 David: Well, mid-wives that we dealt with

was a nurse mid-wife, her education was in 

England and she immigrated to the Unites 

States and she went through a re-accre.dited 

program with a college on the east coast, I 
believe Boston. I've known mid-w es that 
fall into all three categories, I would say 

that they are all characterized by the same 

kind of attitude toward what it is they are 
doing, they are dedicated people who are 

trying to see the best done with the least 
amount of intervention possible, more by 

allowing nature to do the job, than to force 

issue.

Number 0428 Rep. Koponen: Do they have difficulty in

practicing that you know of?

David: Yes, there is a great deal of
difficulty in practicing, I've known several 

mid-wives who were given good service to 
their clientele who have been harassed by 
medical community, have met with open 

hostility in attempting to make referral.

I've heard of comments from the medical 
communities if they chose to go the mid-wife 

that you are stuck with it, we aren't going 
to help you. And I know thats a ... for me 

to say, but I have witnessed such a thing to 
happen.

Rep. Koponen: In light of that, which do

you think is the more immediate problem, 
licensure of mid-wives or licensure of 

naturopaths?
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David: Frankly, I would seem them as equal

necessities, t h e r e’s an immense growing 

number of community people who are teaching 

the natural methods of health and the 

naturopaths and the mid-wives have received 

... in the same basic category of health 

care, it comes down to the question of 

specialization as you find in the more 

conditional medical community.

Rep. Tischer: Thank you very much, we have

one more witness from Anchorage.

Number 0454 Karen Red Stone: I'm here to testify for

this bill, I ’ve looked around at these three 

doctors that gave their testimony and I must 

admit admit that I was rather upset by the 

last, I wished that I had taken enough notes 

that I would be able to counter some of the 

claims that she made, and I feel sorry that 

the women who have gone through .., as she 

has gone would deny the naturopaths who have 

also the same amount of college and medical 

schooling. The doctors I saw here in town 

were willing to use drugs the first couple 

of months to help me with the ... to prevent 

premature labor, none of them wanted to 

check into the background of why I was so 

ill for a couple of months except to tell me 

that it was in my head. And I'm sorry, but 

I couldn't buy that, I did see a naturopath, 

I worked with him for 9 months, became 

pregnant, I was 15 pounds underweight at 

that time, the first 3 months of pregnancy,

I found myself hospitalized both previous 

pregnancies, unis time I did not, I gained 

15 pounds, brought my weight up for normal 

pregnancy and continued on. In the spring I 

had dilation that occurred at 20 weeks and 

continued dilating up until I delivered my 

daughter, who was born 4 days before her due 

date. She was the only baby that I had that 

I could carry full term and I must remind 

you that I lost two besides the two that 

were prematura, both came from going with 

the medical community.

I have a daughter who is 5 1/2 years, who 

tends to have nosebleeds, I have medicine 

for her that says prescribed by naturopath, 

if she takes two pills every two minutes tor 

about five minutes, her nosebleed will stop, 

however, the school nurse at her school 

refuses to give my daughter her medicine,
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she would rather let h 2r bleed for 30 

minutes, and this woman could not get it 

stopped and I went to the school to pick up 
my daughter, I found the blood on the the 

front of her clothes and the waste paper 

basket half full of tissues that were 
bloody. Now that is the kind of standard 

medical care that these doctors are trying 
to keep us in line with, and I don't want 

any part of it, and I would also like to 

point out, that naturopaths in their 
naturopathic college have existed before the 

AMA was started.

After the AMA was started there was so many 
doctors that were so against the 

naturopathic route, that the AMA ... and 

politics managed to close these colleges 

down, I would suggest that before people 

condemn the education of naturopaths, they 
should check in to their education. I would 

also like to say that naturopaths Jo use 

laboratories, they use pathologists, my 
doctor sent my daughter to the pathologist 

and he ran laboratory tests on her to make 

sure that she didn't have a breathing 

disorder and that would be the cause of her 

nosebleeds. I know that my mother doesn't 

necessarily believe in naturopaths and is a 
little upset because I don't take my 

children to "the regular doctor", but I 
would like to point out that my mother is 
consistently on prescription drugs and must 

run a bill that is at least S60 a month and 

has been for the last lo j-ears and I see her 

getting no better. I see her staying the 
same and as far as I'm concerned I don't 
want my choice taken from me.

I think this licensing is what is needed and 
I think its good, as far as superficial 
laceration would be merely a minor cut, I 

see no reason for these people to be 

terrible upset that an 8 inch gash is going 
to taken as a superficial laceration that 
seems to be taken things a bit too far. I 

don't know what else I could say, I've been 

to these teleconferences before, I have 
gotten a hold of legislators before and I 
received letters, and I'm just a little 

tired that we are spending all this time 

talking about whether or not it should be or 

not be. If this bill passes it would 

certainly help us with our medical
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insurance, we pay $700 a year insurance and 

it doesn't cover naturopath and since I 

don't see a medical doctor and none of my 

family does, we pay for that extra out of 

our pocket. If this bill was passed we could 

get the insurance to cover the naturopathic 

which would in turn cut down the money that 

we spend every year, I think thats all I 

have to say, thank you.

Number 0499 Chairman Tischer: Thank y ou very much

Karen, any questions from the committee?

R e p . Koponen?

Rep. Koponen: I'm not entirely certain that

licensure makes much different than what the 

insurance company is willing to sell you on 

the policy. I know that the policies that we 

handle cover a great number of medical 

practices, but not others, it doesn't cover

examination and it lists a whole list of

t hings.

Chairman Tischer: Thank you Rep. Koponen,

we will now go to the witness in Mat-Su.

Molly Mauline: I am for bill number 347, I 

have not had a lot of experience with 

naturopaths, mainly because my family has 

been blessed with good health and also I 

don't have much need for any type of

doctors, except when I had my babies. But I

do believe that we as Alaskans deserve the 

choice to chose what kind of health care we 

would like for our family, if maybe that in 

the future I would need more services of the 

medical community and I would likes to be 

able to choose, I would like to try the 

natural method first ...(end of tape)

Tape 6, Side 2, 2 of 2

Recording
Number 0001 Chairman Tischer: In messages which have

come in on this particular bill last year, 
during the last session and I compiled all 

those and if those that didn't receive them 

were unware, I provided the message from the 

public to them and there is a large group of 

folks out there that not only support this, 

but wish it to be moved along and we would 

like to do that. But once it hits the floor 

for debate and vote, if we don't have your 

legislature in our pocket, so to speak, for 

their yes vote, the bill could be voted
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down, noc only that, but once it passes 

through the committees, but especially in 

the other body, and the legislation becomes 
watered down or practically made in 

effective. Than you would see perhaps a 

movement of that particular legislation to 
the floor of the Senate, and passage may 
take place and a valueless bill would have 
become a statute.

What we need is the cooperation of the 

entire body on both sides of the isle in 

order to pass this piece of legislation. We 
have not yet been able to confirm that 

support, not because of their constituency 

support, but because of other valid or 

invalid reasons, whatever, the case may be, 

so the tough issue here is we need to get 

the support of the other legislators in 

order to get their yes vote on both sides of 
the house, both the Senate and the House.

Along with that we have one more hoop to 

jump through and that is the legislation has 
to be signed by the Governor, and as you 
know the latitude of the Governor is to 

sign, not sign or veto and many times, 
especially veto comes under constitutional 

issues or others issues that are sent down 
as an opinion by the Attorney General, and 

the legislature has to take heed of that. In 

order for us to move along, in our best 
interests and yours to garner the support 
and cooperation frota all three areas in 

order to pass this legislation and I 
sincerely hope that we can do that before 

the end of this session, it is my wish to do 
so. So I appreciate your comments, they are 

very well taken, thank you. Could we go on 

to Juneau, we have I)r. Jamison, would you 
please come forward..

Scott Jamison: I'm a doctor of naturopathic

medicine, I am a graduate of the National 

College of Naturopathic Medicine in 
Portland, Oregon, currently living and 

practicing in Juneau, Alaska, and I wish to 

speak today in favor of the licensing of the 
naturopathic profession. In previous 
testimony, I spoken to different points of 

concern on HB 347, I've spoken to the 

establishment of a Licensing Board of 

Naturopathic E x aminers, which I would like 
to see, but at the same time I understand



m

the financial limitation of such an act,
I've spoken to the scope of practice which 

has come into question and a number of items 

that have already been in my testimony.

What I would like to say today is simply 

that our profession has been around for over 

150 years and we have been recognized as 

being valuable in the field of preventive 

health care and natural health care for that 

length of time. And that our profession 

deserves to be recognized legislatively, 

m any of our therapies are simple as common 

sense itself, as earlier testimony by a 

woman who stated naturopathic profession 

goes all the way back to ..., and further.

In addition to these traditional health 

practices that we learned over the years we 

have the valuable information of scientific 

community giving us bio-chemical and 

molecular information on the functioning of 

the body, b i o p h y a i o l o g y , pathology and so 

on. And naturopathic profession than is a 

combination of traditionally proven 

treatment and the latest scientific 

information in the field, rather than talk 

any longer, I would simply make myself open 

to questions from members of the committee. 

So at this point if there are any questions, 

I'll be glad to answer them.

Number 0065 Chairman Tischer: Thank you Dr. Jamison,

Rep. Davis?

Rep. Davis: I have a question or perhaps a

comment, Dr. Jamison, if you could at some 

later date take a look at the bill, you had 

some concerns on it, perhaps you could 

provide that to the committee, last year we 

were looking at a proposed bill and also a 

committee substitute so perhaps you could 

make some comments on that, go through the 

bill and see what concerns you have and 

give us your testimony.

Dr. Jamison: I'll be glad to do that.

Number 0075 Rep. M.W. Hiller: Dr. Jamison, on April 22,

1983, you testified against this same bill, 

what has made you change, now that you 

support, because it if t.ie exact same bill, 

what has made you change?
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Dr. Jamison: The guiding force in making me
change my mind on this bill is the committee 

substitute offered by Dr. Fritz who is no 

longer a member of the HESS Committee, but 

apparently his committee substitute is still 

h e r e .

Rep. M.W. Miller: Are you testifying
because you like the committee substitute, 

we are not discussing the committee 
substitute w e  are discussing the original 

bill, IIB 347.

Number 0087 Dr. Jamison: At this point in time I feel

that the House Bill currently is the best 
thing we have going for us, there have been 

concerns expressed to me, that I have 
addressed in previous testimony, and as 

regards to naturopathic professions there 

are still very few naturopaths practicing in 

the state and in terms of presenting a 
united front I want to go along with my 

profession. Although there are concerns 

that I would like to see addressed in the 

bill, I've already mentioned the 
establishment of the Board of Naturopathic 

Examiners. In previous testimony I've 
spoken to our scope of practice. Towards the 

end of the bill there is a grandfather 
clause which would was added on to the 

original bill four years ago when it was 

first submitted. Neither Dr. Pettyjohn nor 

myself particularly fejl a need for chat 
clause, although it was added and if the 
committee feels chat is not necessary or 

that is not advantageous, I would personally 

not be upset if it weren't deleted In the 

bill.

Chairman Tischer: In other words, Dr.

Jamison, the grandfather clause in the 
existing piece of proposed legislation would 
allow practicing physicians presently 

practicing to continue practice and to 
receive a license without the examination 

and what you are saying is that there would 

be no reason for you or any other practicing 
naturopath to refuse to take or not wanting 

to take the examination that you would 

prefer to be able to cake that examination, 
to prove your worth and expertise in order 

to be licensed uncier the limitations of the 

present legislation, or whatever it comes 

out as. Is that correct?
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Number 0112 Dr. Jamison: Thats c o r re c t .

Chairman Tischer: Thank you, are there any

other questions from the committee?

Number 0114 Moderator in Anchorage: There is some

concern in Anchorage that the committee 

members and witnesses in Juneau are not 

using their microphones," we hear the 

exchanges in the committee room in Juneau 

and there is quite a bit of interest here in 

what is being said there. We would ask that 

the people in Juneau to remember that there 

are listeners here in the North. The next 

witness is Joanne Selmar.

Number 0121 Joanne Selmar: ' want very much to support

House Bill 347, I have been a patient of Dr. 

Pettyjohn for at least 4 years and he has 

helped me in so many ways in clearing up my 

digestive problems that I hadn't been able 

to get help prior to 6 years before that.

And through h i m  and following his guidance 

and advise I now can have a balanced 

metabolism. And I think very much that he 

would continue to help people who want to be 

with him. Thank you.

Chairman Tischer: Thank you very much Ms.

Selmar. Could we have one more witness from 

Anchorage before we go to Mat-Su.

Number 0132 Dr. McGuire: I'm an orthopedic surgeon

practicing in Anchorage and I'm a member of 

the Alaska State Medical Association. I'm 
speaking from two view points; one from that 

of a concerned citizen and physician and one 

of that as a representative from State 

Medical Society. I'd like to thank you the 

opportunity to appear before you.

First I would like to point out what we 

perceive to be certain issues of fact and 
that is that we have not found this 

legislation, but it appears that it has been 
mandated by the Attorney General and that it 

has been asked for by naturcpaths. It is 

not our position that we would deny to any 

patient the opportunity to seek whatever 

medical care they would deem appropriate, 

however, if the state has licensing care, we 
are concerned that it be done in a fashion 

that all who would seek this care have the 

assurance that they understand what care it
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is and what things are included in that 
scope of practice.

Theoretic stands I would invite your 

attention on page 5 of the bill and some of 

these point;* may be reiterated i^. the sense 

that they have been previously mentioned.

There is a concern on our part as to what 

constitutes superficial lacerations and 

abrasion?; r what in fact are benign 

superficial abrasions and how will this be 
defined, and further if they are removed is 

there a standard of care as to their 
ultimate diagnosis? And I would point out 

to you that certain lesions which indeed 

appear very superficial if they are not 
subjected to appropriate pathological 

diagnosis may in fact not be that, but may 

be something far more malignant and I think 
those are important considerations.

Furthermore, we are concerned about the 

consultation available in the removal of 

certain foreign bodies, sometimes w'nac 
appears to be a simple problem and in fact 

is not a simple problem and can lead to 

other serious consequences if m t  managed to 
appropriately. For example, foreign body in 
the ear if not managed appropriately can 
become impacted, in fact and cause 

significant difficulties with hearing, etc.

Again we would reiterate if anyone who wants 

to seek medical care on their ovn or any 

fashion, we are certainly nor opposed to, we 
are concerned again that they understand 
that the understanding is wide spread. What 
for example, will be the treatment of 

complications should they occur in the 

course of ordinary obstetrical problems?
Are these individuals in fact trained for 
neonatal resuscitation and if not should 

that be something that could be considered.

Certainly any normal childbirth suffers the 
potential of becoming complicated at any 

time if the infant in question is having 

difficulty. What are the procedures that 
will be followed or to insure the most 

optimal of outcome?

Number 0172 In paragraph B of that same sentence, we go
down subsection 4, in which it would appear
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from reading of t h i s , that certain drugs 

wil l  be allowed to be used by naturopaths, 

our concern i s , as regards to local 

anesthetics, will these be applied topically 

or will they be injected or will they be 

applied to the mucous membranes? There are 

legitimate concerns I think as to that, for 

example, if local anesthetics are used in 

injectable fashion they can be rather severe 

in immediate and ... reactions to them. Are 

there provisions for these to be managed and 

should they be spelled out or should there 

be some appropriate referral? Once again 

the difficulty with plants and animals 

concentrate etc. has been mentioned, 

certainly many of the drugs we use right now 

are ... of plants and animal origin, and if 

such can be very potent medicine, should 

these be defined further and are they 

defined further?

Number 0185 Finally, what remedies are available for

patients for po^r results for pain, will 

these doctors be subject to the same 

malpractice problems that the rest of the 

medicine is subject to or will there be pure 
review? If so, how will it be accomplished? 

Who in fact will determine whether or not 

the individuals have training as outlined in 

the proposed bill. And finally, what will 

be the position in regards to the present 

existing malpractice view panel as to 

naturopaths, should they be licensed? Once 

again, I would like to reiterate that the 

cross for this bill has certainly not come 

from the medical doctors as a group nor to 

my knowledge individually, but rather has 

come from the Attorney General who ruled 

that these individuals must come under the 

laws of relating to the medical practice and 

finally, I think from the individuals 

themselves. Thank you for the opportunity 

to present this information, I’ll be happy 

to answer any questions if I can.

Number 0198 Chairman Tischer: Thank you Dr. McGuire, I
have before me, this is in regard to the 

Attorney General remarks that you made. I 

am aware of the fact that there is one 

naturopath, Dr. Pettyjohn who has been 

ordered by the Attorney General to cease and 

assist in practicing.

I have before me, March 29, 1979, Attorney
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General's opinion handed down by Attorney 

General Gross, on page 2 it reads; given the 
medical boards posture with respect to 

naturopathy it is highly unlikely that the 

state would undertake any action to 

prosecute or otherwise discipline an 

individual uaturopath for the unlawful 
practice of medicine. In essence than, the 
naturopathy within the State of Alaska is an 

unlicensed activity, and it goes on say in 
the second paragraph:

It is my understanding from the conversation 

with your administrative assistant Carlos 

Mercer, by the way this opinion was directed 
to Mike Colletta who happened to be at that 

time, Chairman of Rules in the House, it 

says; it is my understanding from my 

conversation with the administrative 

assistant that you are currently 

contemplating legislation to regulate the 
practice of naturopathy in the state. In 

formulating this legislation, two 
fundamental issues arise:

L. Does the practice of caturopathy 
constitute a practice which po&cs a risk to 
the health and safety of Alaskans? Such 

that it should be regulated and,

2. In what manner can the state best 
control entrance into the occupation and 
support and enforce standards of practice 

among licensed practitioners.

Chairman Tischer: Now the two points I
think you have addressed properly in terms 

of questioning the pure review and my 

question to you in that regard is; would you 
favor establishing a pure review board, such 

as the medical profession has the dentistry 
and so forth, would you favor that there be 

a professional of state board of naturopaths 

consisting of a number of profession 
involved in health care? In order to do 
this pure review in number 2, I would like 

to have your reactions on that, on the 

original Attorney General's opinion.

Number 0230 Dr. McGuire: I'm not sure I'm in the

position to speak on the original Attorney 

General's opinion, certainly I'm not an 
expert on the law. I would as to the risk 

and safety of the patient, I think that is a
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legitimate concern, and inspite of some 

contentions on some orders that the Board of 

Medical establishment is interested only in 

the well being. I think it is a legitimate 

concern that we've attempted to present.

Whether or not, the establishment of a pure 

review board is the best solution to this 

problem. I don't know I vrould find myself in 

sympathy with Mr. Smith's testimony earlier 

that we find ourselves increasingly saddled 

with regulations and restrictions and 

assumingly unending appearance of board and 

licensing, etc. I wonder whether or not, 

such a system might be more complicated than 

productive. I don't have a solution to that 

problem, as I said earlier, we didn't 

propose this bill, we are trying to present 

what we think are legitimate concerns in 

that regard. I realize I haven't answered 

your question precisely not because I'm not 

trying to, but because I can't.

Number 0247 Chairman Tischer: I appreciate that doctor,

I'd like to pursue this Board of Examiners 

or whatever we are going to wind up calling 

and ask the question in dealing with the 

established medical profession. What 

guidelines are you committed to practice and 

would you prefer that it could be less 

limited and less regulated and less 

restrictive?

Dr.McGuire: I think our guidelines for 

practice are clearly spelled out and there 

are several stages of redundancy where they 

have practices beginning in both at the 

level of the state and local medical 

societies, continuing on to the hospital 

based physicians which are subject to 

privileging credentialing and appear review 

process which to say tho least, are 

elaborate, and finally, ending with the 

state division of licensure which has the 

authority upon sufficient evidence to revoke 

the license.

One of the problems that we may face in this 

s t a t e , is certainly the medical doctors 

don't want to be in the position of 

commenting on whether or not a given 

naturopath is a d naturopath, certainly 

it is not our area expertise, it is not 

our interest to do
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I would however, pointout to you that I 
think we are capable of commenting on 

whether the result of p3in by 

a particular method of treatment are 

favorable to the patient and whether oi not 
they should be pursued as a group, and that 

I'm pointing out to you again does not mean 

to say that I'm applying chat naturopathy 
isn't useful or should be used, I don't have 
an opinion on that, I'm expressing a concern 
as to how if the state takes upon itself the 

burden of licensing these individuals, how 
indeed will they ensure that the license so 

given speaks to the issues raised.

Number 0271 Chairman Tischer: Thank you Doctor, and one

more question that I have and I appreciate 

those comments. Its my understanding that 

at this time the practitioners of 

naturopathy are not allowed to, don't have 

physician's privilege in hospitals that are 

normally extended to professions such as 
yours, and is that correct and whats your 

opinion about that?

Number 0277 Dr. McGuire: To my knowledge that is

correct, that I think those apply simply to 

naturopaths or other alternative health care 
practitioners who do not have privileges to 

practice within the hospital.

I think that is a subject upon which we 

could spend an entire day, but there are 

several comments that are germaine, at the 
present time in Anchorage the situation is 
such that we are in dire shortage of 

hospital beds for patients who are treated 

by traditional means, I don't mean to point 
out words by medical doctors and surgeons if 
you will.

Providence finds itself in a position 
frequently of having 99 to 100Z occupancy, 
what I've seen personally Is, patients in 
the halls because there are no beds to put 

them. Now certainly we are moving in that 
direction with the recent approval of ... to 

allow building of such hospital beds and 
outpatient facilities are helping that 

burden, but I wonder if we extend thi ,e 

privileges to other practitioners what the 
practical effect would be. Now I'm 
concerned if that be the case the 

individuals who are in dire straight will
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not have room for hospitalization.

Thats what I think is the first and most 

obvious concern, there are other significant 

concerns on h ow the practice of surgery, for 

example, will be regulated, at the present 

time there are elaborate training of 

requirements for any surgeon within 

Anchorage itself general practitioners who 

are medical doctors who completed medical 

schools and family practice residency do not 

have specific free standing ability, 

capabilities or privileges. We felt that 

was necessary with our own profession 

because we felt that the present standard of 

surgery is so demanding and exacting that is 

not something that can be practiced 

casually. But it would seem to me that this 

would apply across the board to other 

practitioners, now as to the areas of 

internal medicine, I would think that as I'm 

an orthopedic surgeon, particularly 

confident to comment on those xfhat I would 

suspect that the same kind of concerns would 

attain.

Number 0306 Chairman Tischer: Thank you doctor and I

have one more question, this is on personal 

basis, as far as individual physician is 
concerned. Would you collaborate for the 

best interest of a patient with a naturopath 

and treatment of that patient?

Number 0310 Dr. McGuire: Well I personally have not had

the occasion to do so, because I've never 

been consulted by a naturopath nor have I 

been consulted by a patient with a request 

that I do so. I'm somewhat at a loss to 

respond to that for the reason that I do not 

consider myself an expert in naturopathy and 

thats why I don't know what the questions 

would be that would be asked of me. I think 

I can say this, and this I'm speaking for 

myself personally and not as a 

representative of the medical society, as 

far as I'm concerned my position as a 

physician is to see those patients for the 

problems that I considered myself to be 

expert in dealing with and I'll see those 

patients whether they are not they were 

referred by a chiropractor or by anyone 

else. N o w  whether or not it is that 1 

collaborate with the care of chat treatment 

by a mutual program of treatment worked out
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Number 0325

Number 0333

by the naturopath or chiropractor, I think 
that that is not something I'm prepared to 

respond to. I don't know the questions 

about h ow that would work and I have a lot 

of questions about the ultimate benefit to 
the patient would be, I hope that answers 
your question.

Chairman Tischer: In part it has doctor, I

just wanted to know whether or not you would 
be reluctant to assist or to collaborate 

with the treatment of a patient, if they 

requested that collaboration, for example if 
I fell down and dislocated my shoulder and 
my regular physician was naturopath and that 

I also felt as if though because it was a 

bone injury I should see an orthopedics, 

would you be offended or professionally 

perhaps reluctant to work with my naturopath 
in treatment of that dislocated shoulder?

Dr. McGuire: Again I'm speaking personally
and not as a representative of other 

physicians, I personally wouldn't have any 

problems. I would ask the question though, 
how would we resolve the problem if a 

recommendation that I thought was important 
to the patient was in contra distinction to 

the recommendation of the naturopatu had or 

for that matter, any other alternative 
health practitioner and who ultimately would 
hold the responsibility for the treatment 
outcome if v.ne or the other is preserved.

Again I don't mean to be evasive, but I 

think these are complicated issues and my 

saying would be that I am perfectly willing 

to collaborate with naturopaths so it may 

lead me to a situation which I wouldn't be 
willing to. I would say again, emphasize 
that point I have a certain sense of the 
ethics of medicine and I believe in it 
strongly and if I don't that I would be 

asked to do something that I thought was not 
ir. the best interest of the patient. 

According to my training and experience than 

I think that I would not be willing to be a 

party to that no matter who asked me to do 
chat, and for whatever its worth that would 

apply if it were another physician who 

wanted to do that. I would say respectfully 
that my opinion is to the contrary and that 
my recommendations are due otherwise.
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