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TH E LEGISLATURE O F TH E STATE O F ALASKA 
t w e l f t h  l e g i s l a t u r e

-EISCAl N O T E

I. R E Q U E S T
Bill/Resolution No. S C R  13
Title P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  W i c k e r s h a m
Requested bv S e n a t e  F i n a n c e Date 5 / 8 / 8 1

II. FISCAL D E T A I L
Agency Affected N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  - P a r k s  __________________________________

Program Category Affected N R M E C  ~ P a r k s  & R e c r e a t i o n
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected P a r k  Oper~ations - P a r k s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)

E X P E N D I T U R E S  (Thousands of Dollars)

F Y  81 FY 82 F Y  83 F Y  84 F Y  .85 .FY 86

100 P E R S O N A L  SERVICES 3.0

200 T R A V E L 9.4

300 C O N T R A C T U A L 5.0-10. )

400 C O M M O D I T I E S
500 E O U I P M E N T
600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
700 G R A N T S .  CLAIMS. ETC.

T O T A L  1 7 . 4 - 2 2 . 4

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D
1 7 . 4 - 2 2 .4

F E D E R A L  F U N D S

O T H E R  (Specify Fund Source)

POSITIONS

F U L L  TIME •

P A R T  TIME
T E M P O R A R Y 1 j .

III. A N A L Y S I S  (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)
T h e  c o s t s  i d e n t i f i e d  a b o v e  w o u l d  b e  u s e d  b y  t h e  t a s k  f o r c e  to d e v e l o p  
a p l a n  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f
W i c k e r s h a m .  T a s k s  t o  be a c c o m p l i s h  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  (1)
p r e p a r e  t h e  w o r k  p l a n ?  (2) e v a l u a t e  t h e  a c a d e m i c  a n d  r e s e a r c h  s i g n i­
f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ;  (3) i n v e n t o r y  and a p p r a i s e  t h e  v a l u e  of  
t h e  d o c u m e n t s ,  a r t i f a c t s ,  a n d  r e a l  e s t a t e ;  (4) i d e n t i f y  a c q u i s i t i o n  
a n d  o p e r a t i n g  p r o g r a m  a l t e r n a t i v e s  w i t h  c o s t  e s t i m a t e s ;  (5) i d e n t i f y  
a r e c o m m e n d e d  p r o g r a m  w i t h  c o s t  a n a l y s i s .

T r a v e l  c o s t s  w o u l d  b e  for t w o  o r  t h r e e  m e e t i n g s  of t h e  t a s k  force, 
c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  P a r k s ,  T o u r i s m ,  a n d  L i b r a r i e s  a n d  M u s e u m s ,  
t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i s s i o n ,  a n d  
c e r t a i n  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  p r o f e s s o r i a l  staff; 
c o n t r a c t u a l  c o s t s  w e a l d  b e  f o r  the i n v e n t o r y  a n d  a p p r a i s a l  of t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  r e a l  e s t a t e ;  t h e  p r o j e c t  e m p l o y e e  w o u l d  s.erv«.;as. s t a f f .

IV. D A T E  5 / 1 1 / 8 1 ________________ P R E P A R E D  B Y  . H i l t o n  W o l f e  \MxAs~~ vaj
' A G E N C Y  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  - P a r k s  11

Original: Legislative Finance P H O N E  4 6 5 - 2 4 2 1 _______________
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)
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A L A S K A  V IS IT O R S  A S S O C IA T IO N

T M r i s m  
is m r y M f ' f  

I wiinecs.

P l e a s e  r e p l y  t o :

Post Office Box 2220 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510 

(907) 279-4116

March 4, 1981

Honorable Vic Fischer 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Fischer:

The attached "House of Wickersham" Resolution was passed by 
the Alaska Visitors Association Board of Directors at their 
meeting in Juneau, February 23, 1981.

We respectfully draw it to your attention and request any 
assistance you may be able to offer in the implementation of 
this resolution.

Sincerely,

ALASKA VISITORS ASSOCIATION

RolfKlug 
President

RK:GW/bl

Attachment

t f t i r i i  I Q d J & t r
Gary Walter 
Ix^cutiye Director



S U B J E C T :  " H O U S E  O F  W I C K E R S H A M "

W H E R E A S ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  A l a s k a ’s d o c u m e n t e d  a n d  

w r i t t e n  h i s t o r y  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1 9 0 0  t h r o u g h  1 9 3 0  is r e c o r d e d  

o n l y  i n  t h e  d i a r i e s  a n d  p a p e r s  a n d  m a n u s c r i p t s  o f  A l a s k a ' s  

p i o n e e r  j u d g e ,  J a m e s  W i c k e r s h a m ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  H o u s e  o f  W i c k e r s h a m ,  l o c a t e d  in J u n e a u ,

A l a s k a ,  is i t s e l f  a l s o  o f  m a j o r  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  b e c a u s e  

i t  p r o b a b l y  is t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  h o m e  b u i l t  in  A l a s k a  a f t e r  t h e  

p u r c h a s e  f r o m  R u s s i a  a n d  is a f i n e  e x a m p l e  o f  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i­

t e c t u r e  of t h e  p e r i o d  a n d  is b u i l t  u p o n  t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  N e w  

B o s t o n  G o l d  M i n i n g  C l a i m  a n d  w a s  o w n e d  f i r s t  b y  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  

o f  t h e  T r e a d w e l l  M i n e  a n d  w a s  l a t e r  a c q u i r e d  b y  J u d g e  W i c k e r s h a m  

a s  h i s  h o m e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  H o u s e  o f  W i c k e r s h a m  is c e r t i f i e d  on the 

N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  a n d  t h e  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n  

o f  h i s t o r i c  d o c u m e n t s ,  d i a r i e s  a n d  p a p e r s  is o f  m a j o r  s i g n i f i­

c a n c e  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i c  p h o t o  f i l e s  a n d  a r t i f a c t s ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  h i s t o r i e s  of N o m e ,  the A l e u t i a n s ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  

E a g l e ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  Mt. M c K i n l e y ,  V a l d e s ,  S k a g w a y ,  W r a n g e l l ,

S i t k a ,  K e t c h i k a n  a n d  J u n e a u  are p r e s e r v e d  a n d  r e p r e s e n t e d  in 

t h e s e  e a r l y  d o c u m e n t s ,  m a k i n g  t h e  W i c k e r s h a m  c o l l e c t i o n  of 

m a j o r  s t a t e w i d e  i m p o r t a n c e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S , in y e a r s  p a s t  m o s t  of the m a j o r  p r i v a t e  h i s t o r i c  

c o l l e c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  s o l d  o f f  o r  m o v e d  o u t  of A l a s k a  b e i n g  l o s t  

f o r e v e r  to f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s ;  and b e c a u s e  t h i s  is p r o b a b l y  the 

l a s t  a n d  s i n g l e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  l a r g e s t  p r i v a t e  A l a s k a n a  h i s ­

t o r i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n  r e m a i n i n g ;  and



W H E R E A S ,  i t  s e e m s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  t r e a s u r e  

o f  o u r  s t a t e  s h o u l d  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  p r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  

o f  a l l  A l a s k a n s  n o w  a n d  in c e n t u r i e s  t o  c o m e ;

N O W ,  T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

o f  t h e  A l a s k a  V i s i t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a c t i n g  o n  t h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  a n d  

r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  J u n e a u  C h a p t e r  o f  A V A ,  r e c o m m e n d s  to  t h e  G o v e r n o r  

a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s ,  a n d  to  e a c h  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  L e g i s­

l a t u r e ,  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D e l e g a t i o n  t h a t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  

b e  c o m m e n c e d  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  to  c o n s i d e r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h e  

h i s t o r i c  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  k n o w n  as t h e  H o u s e  o f  W i c k e r s h a m  a n d  t h e  

W icke r s h a m ,  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d o c u m e n t s ,  p h o t o s ,  d i a r i e s  a n d  a r t i f a c t s  

a n d

B E  IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  

b e  r e q u e s t e d  to  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  the v a r i o u s  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  

a g e n c i e s  a n d  p r i v a t e  f o u n d a t i o n s  w h o  h a v e  g r a n t s  a n d  m a t c h i n g  

f u n d s  f o r  s u c h  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  a n d  p r e s e r v a t i o n ;  and

B E  IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  i m p l e m e n­

t a t i o n  o f  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  p l a n  c o o r d i n a t e d  t o  r e s t o r e  the h o m e  

a n d  p r e s e r v e  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  to a l l o w  h i s t o r i a n s ,  s c h o l a r s  a n d  a l l  

A l a s k a n s  a n d  v i s i t o r s  t o  A l a s k a  to v i e w  a n d  s h a r e  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  

t r e a s u r e ;  a n d

B E  IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  the a b o v e  R e s o l u t i o n  be d i s t r i­

b u t e d  t o  a l l  t h e  a b o v e  n a m e d  s t a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  

a n d  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  o f f i c i a l s .



Introduced: 2/27/81
Referred: State Affairs
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IN THE SENATE BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

SENATE CONCURRENT R E S O LUTION NO. 13

IN THE L E G I S LATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWELFTH LEGISL A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

Relating to the preservation of the

House of Wickeraham.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS a significant portion of Alaska's documented and written history

during the years 1900 through 1930 is recorded only in the diaries, papers,

and manuscripts of Alaska's pioneer judge, James Wickershams and

WHEREAS the House of Wickersham, located in Juneau and built on the

site of the N e w  Rost;on gold m ining claim, is itself of major historical
O P *  ofr

significance as^the first large home£built in Alaska after the purchase from 

Russia, and as a fine example of Victorian architecture; and

WHEREAS the House of W i c kersham has been certified for inclusion on the 

National Register of Historic Places, and its private collection of historic 

documents, diaries, papers, photo files, and artifacts is of major s i g n i f i­

cance to scholars of early twentieth century Alaska; and

WHEREAS the histories of Nome, the Aleutian Islands, Fairbanks, Engle, 

Anchorage, Mt. McKinley, Valdez, Skagway, Wrangell, Sitka, Ketchikan, and

Juneau are preserved and represented in these early documents, making the

W i c kersham collection of major statewide importance; and

WHEREAS in years past many private historic collections have been sold ‘

or removed from Alaska; and

WHEREAS it seems appropriate that the W i c kersham collection and its 

repository should be recognized and preserved for the benefit of all Alaskans 

now and in centuries to come;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the governor is 

respectfully requested to establish a task force to develop a plan for the

-1- SCR 13
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continued operation and p r eservation of the House of Wickersham; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the governor appoint the directors of the division 

of tourism of the Departit?nt of Commerce and Economic Development and the 

division of parks of the Department of Natural Resources and other officers 

of state government concerned with the h i s tory of the state to serve on the 

task force; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the governor invite the appropriate federal 

agencies and historical associations to work with the task force toward the 

achievement of its g o a l .

- 2 - SCR 13
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TESTIMONY ON SCR 47

My name is Joanne Erskine. I use my maiden name -- my married name

was Cose.

I was born in 1934, married a brand new 2d Lieutenant in 1954, and was 

divorced in Anchorage in 1974-75.

My husband and I had four sons born in 1955, 1956, 1958 and 1960;

I was a homemaker living at 8 different military bases. There

were two one-year separations while my husband served in Vietnam and Iran 

while the family remained in the states.

As is common in military marriages, there was abuse, physical and mental.

When we divorced, my husband gut custody of our sons who told the judge 

they preferred to stay with him; he retired at the rank of Lt. Col.; went to

work in engineering at RCA, and remarried.

Superior Court awarded me half the retirement, but it was never paid 

due to appeals, which kept the case in court for 7 years, until finally decided 

by the U.S. Supreme Court last June in the McCarty decision. This ruling, 

which upheld the 1979 ruling of the Alaska Supreme Court in my case, Cose v.

Cose, held that, military pensions are not property subject to court order in

cases of divorce or separation.

I never received any of my former spouse's military pension, nor other 

support, nor real estate, nor court award of attorney fees for litigation, 

which came to $16,000.

For 5 of the 7 years since my divorce my annual income has been between

$3,000 and $3,800.

I have experienced many of the problems common to displaced homemakers, 

plus some that may be unusual. Despite having been educated, I have had a 

very hard time competing in the job market. I lost my first job, and others, 

because of inability to produce on a competitive basis. I went outside to

graduate school in Oregon armed with a $2500 Alaska student loan and little



else, and got my masters degree after 4 years. I have been frequently 

unemployed, often underemployed, sometimes with no income whatsoever, and 

obliged to move in with someone else because I couldn't pay the rent. Last 

year I moved 7 times. The only public assistance I have been eligible for 

often has been Food Stamps; and I don't know how I would have managed without 

them, degrading though it is.

So much for personal data. I have a few general statistics:

The state ot Alaska has more military personnel and veterans per capita 

than any other state.

group. The strains of military life are considerable, and they fall most 

heavily on the wife, who cannot, as the husband does, carry her support 

network with her from station to station.

Women born in 1934 experiencp thg highpst- divnrrp rate of anv birth

year group. Born in the depression, wed in the silent fifties when marriage
  — *

and family was still the only thing to do; then as consciousness changed, re­

belling against the constraints of our existence -- it's been a struggle. But 

for older women, some of whom are destitute, it's far worse.

Although I have not yet located and formed organizational links with 

other women in this situation, I know they are there, they are many, and 

they are hurting. I wish to speak for them.

I mentioned the strains of military life. The chief incentive for 

undergoing them is the liberal pension waiting after 20 or 30 years of 

service. It is usually a military couple's major, or even their only, asset.

Since 1979 when the Alaska Supreme Court ruled in my case, no judge 

in Alaska has been able to order a share of the pension paid to the wife 

when a military couple divorces. Since last June, this has been true

Military couples suffer the highest divorce rate of any occupational



nationwide.

This is a gross injustice, that cries out for remedy. Corrective 

legislation has been introduced in both houses of Congress? but languishes 

in the Armed Services Committees, with, in the words of 

Sen. Ted Stevens, ’’no further action contemplated."

Legally, domestic law has always been the province of the states, and 

remains so. This issue rose to the U.S. Supreme Court because a few states, 

notably Alaska, were diverging from the prevailing practice of treating the 

pension as a divisible asset after the end of long-term marriages.

The federal statute on military pensions as currently written permits 

payments from pensions for child support or alimony. Alaska courts, I have 

been advised, seldom grant alimony. The statute is silent on the pension 

as property in a divorce settlement. The U.S. Court has now issued its 

opinion on the effects of that silence.

I cannot believe Congress ever intended former military spouses to be 

cut off as they now are.

* H.R. 1711, H.R. 4902, and S. 1814.



Introduced: 3/15/82
Referred: State Affairs
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IN T HE SENATE B Y  THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 47 

IN THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

R elating to property rights of di­

vorced persons to the milit a r y  p e n­

sions of their former spouses.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: t a * n
I I • i

WHEREAS the United States Supreme Court ruled in June of tty^-year that 

a military pension is not property subject to division by a court as part of 

a divorce settlement; and

WHEREAS the effect of this ruling on former spouses of military personnel 

has been devastating; and

WHEREAS m iddle-aged and older persons who are divorced after years of 

marriage to a person in the military face particular hardship because they 

are often unable to compete in the job market; and

WHEREAS after divorce all military benefits to the former spouse cease, 

often leaving the former spouse without medical insurance coverage or other 

assistance; and

WHEREAS the spouses of military personnel are often unable to pursue 

careers of their own because they must move whenever required by the military 

s e r v i c e ; and

WHEREAS former spouses of military personnel, especially older women,

are sometimes forced to seek welfare and other public assistance; and

WHEREAS since current welfare and public assistance costs need to be

reduced, it makes no sense to deprive a former spouse of a fair share of a

military pension earned during the marriage thereby forcing that former 

spouse to obtain public assistance; and

WHEREAS the spouses of military personnel serve their country and

- 1- SCR 47
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deserve security in their old age, just as enlisted persons do; and

WHEREAS often the m i l i t a r y  pension is the m a i n  asset that a couple has;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests 

the Alaska delegation in Congress to introduce and support legislation m aking 

a military pension subject to division between spouses who are obtaining a 

divorce.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to and to the H o norable Ted 

Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable 

Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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SYNOPSIS OF TESTIMONY ON SJR 6 - "PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT T O  THF. CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE 0? A M S K A  RELATING TO SESSIONS OF THE LEGISLATURE." A n

all-sites teleconference and hearing held o n  11/17/81

SOURCE

Sen. T im Kelly 

Gov. Jay Hammond

LENGTH OF 

SESSION

120 days 

90 days

Bill Miles

M a r k  Beltz 

Nels Anderson 

Joe Graham

120 days

90 days 

120 days 

90 days

Anchorage Chamber of Commerce 90 days 

FREE Committee 120 days

Common Sense for Alaska 120 days

Soroptomiots International 90 days

of Anchorage

Bradle< Shaffer 90 days

PROVISIONS FOR'EXTENSION
vote required// of days 

no extension

15 days

10 days

(can be renewed) 

no position 

10 days 

no position

2-10 days 

see Remarks

no position 

see Remarks

concurrence of governor and leaders 

of both houses within 3 days of the 

end of regular session for not more 

than 15 days

Majority of both houses

2/3 vote of each house 

3/A vote

2/3 vote 

2/3 vote

2/3 vote of each house

3/A vote

REMARKS

Rather than extensions, 

can, if needed, have special 

sessions limited to subjects 

included in call_________________________

Also, provide for less than current 

15 day delay before special session 

can meet ____________

Also, all special sessions limited to

5 days________________________________________

Also, no per diem until both houses 

organized or after session limit_______

Vote on extension should specify number 

of days and subjects________________________

Vote on extension should specify number 

of days and subjects________________________

Length of special sessions should be 

limited



Ccrnmittee Minutes
Senate State Affairs Carmittee

Anchorage, Alaska 
11-17-81, 9:30 a.m.

Members present: Sen. Fischer, Chair
Sen. Eliason 
Sen. Stimson

Other legislators: Sen. Kelly

Hearing: All sites teleconference and hearing on limiting the
length of legislative sessions

Committee Calendar: SJR 6, "Proposing an amendment to the Constitution
of the State of Alaska relating to sessions of the legislature."

Witnesses:
Anchorage: •

Sen. Tim Kelly, sponsor of SJR 6 
Pouch V, Juneau, Alaska 99811

Bill Miles, representing self 
Anchorage, Alaska

Mark Albert Beltz, representing self 
Anchorage, Alaska

Joe Graham, representing self 
Spenard area, Anchorage

Jan Faiks, Anchorage Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 
612 F  Street, Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Jan Bcmhoff, Anchorage Women's Club FREE Committee 
P. O. Box 4-2955, Anchorage, Alaska 99509

Neely Taylor, Common Sense for Alaska 
P . O .  Box 4-1104, Anchorage, Alaska 99509

Mary Bargaran, Soroptomists Int'l of Anchorage 
P. 0. Box 561, Anchorage, Alaska 99510

Juneau: Keith Specking, Office of the Governor
Pouch A, Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dillingham: Nels Anderson, representing self
General Delivery, Dillingham, Alaska

Proceedings:

Sen. Fischer called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and stated that 
the purpose of the hearing was to discuss limiting the length of



legislative sessions. There is presently no constitutional limit 
imposed on the length of legislative sessions; the drafters of the 
constitution sought to establish a proper balance between the legis­
lative branch and the strong executive pcwer. Sen. Fischer outlined 
aspects of the session limitation question the committee hoped to 
hear addressed by testimony:

— should a constitutional limit be established or not? Why?

— if a limit is established, what should regular session length 
be: 90, 100, 120 days, or what other period?

— should provision b e  made for extending a regular session?
If so, by simple majority or by two-thirds vote of the legis­
lature: In increments of 10 or 30 days or seme other period?

— what other things should the legislature consider in acting 
on the issue?

Sen. Tim Kelly, sponsor of SJR 6, was the first to testify. He thanked 
the ccrnmittee for holding hearings on the issue, which had been "dear 
to my heart since election in 1976". Sen. Kelly stated that the 
legislature should be encouraging more Alaskans to participate in the 
legislative process. Their participation might be promoted by a session 
length which would permit them to pursue non-legislative business for 
the greater part of the year, SJR 6 proposes a 120 day limit in the ' 
form of a constitutional amendment to be put before the voters at the 
next general election. Sen. Kelly stated that he would also like to see 
all special sessions called by the legislature limited to subjects 
included in the call. The subject limit should apply to any extensions 
of the regular session; if extending the session were to become a 
regular practice, a subject limit would focus attention of the legisla­
ture on the critical issues.

Sen. Eliason stated his agreement with Sen. Kelly's testimony.

Keith Specking, from the Office of the Governor, presented Governor 
Hammond’s statement on session limitation. Governor Hammond's statement 
began, "In ny twelve years of legislative service, there was only one 
session which warranted more than 90 days. That was the first session 
during which w e  set up the entire state government— and we  did that in 
but 84." The inadequate pay and the necessity to conclude the work 
expeditiously in order to return to the private sector at first insured 
relatively brief sessions. Various factors, including increased pay, 
benefits, staff and workload, and recent ''ephemeral funding 'surpluses'" 
have contributed to the extension of legislative sessions. The 
statement frcm Gov. Hammond indicated that any limitation on session 
length should: 1.) provide ample time to complete work on crucial 
natters; 2.) serve to reduce the legislative "logrolling" normally 
required to bring sessions to close; and 3.) provide for less than the 
current undue 15 day delay before a session could be extended, as is 
the case now with special Sessions. Gov. Hammond propoi-ad a consti­
tutional limitation on session length some years ago and intends to 
reintroduce it this year for considersti . by the legislature. His



proposal establishes a session "target" of 90 days. An extension 
provision specifies that with the concurrence of the governor and . 
leaders of both houses the legislature might reconvene within 3 days - - 
of the regular session's conclusion for no more than 15 days.. Subjects 
to be considered would be confined to a list of specific measures -~ 
approved by the governor and a majority of each house. Gov. Hammond 
concluded his statement with the reference to a public advisory vote 
which demonstrated the public's support for a session limitationi-.-?
"Those who disagree with the concept should argue their case to the 
public, rot deny the public the right to set the terms and conditions;;-, 
inposed upon the public's servants. To do otherwise constitutes public 
servicing." This concluded presentation of the Governor's statement 
b y  Keith Specking, Legislative Assistant to the Governor._ . = ;

Bill Miles, representing himself as a private citiren, provided a brief 
history of his involvement in the issue. He mentioned his experience 
as a member of the House of Representatives (concluded in 1980);. at- - 
the outset he did not support a limit, but after his experience as 
a legislator he supported it. Legislation calling for a limitation 
on session length passed the House, but not the Senate, during the 
time Bill Miles served in the legislature. A  limit is neces’saryy:-Bill—  
Miles stated. He feels that people work better when they have-goals, 
and he cited examples of the many professionals for whom goals-and—  
deadlines are an integral part of the work world:-judges, n e w s p e o p l e i  
and Congress members to name a few.. He stated support for a 120-day f —  
limit, and thinks 90 days is inadequate time for the complex work;- • 
with which 60 laypersons in a new environment must deal. • By way of- —  
extension provisions, Bill suggested that either a) arrangements; for -- 
an immediate special session or b) provide for extensions (10 day:. ~-£ 
renewal period). . ...

Sen. Fischer stated that a referendum approved by the people ;by-2 1 -r _- la 
a 3 to 1 margin provided for extension by simple majority vote of the 
legislature. He asked Bill Miies whether he favored extension by 
simple majority vote or by 2/3 vote of both houses. Bill Miles re­
sponded that he favored extension by simple majority. Sen. Fischer 
inquired whether such an extension should require the concurrence of 
the governor. Bill responded that the legislature should determine-it,, .» 
that the decision should not be made solely by leadership, and should 2 
go to the floor for a vote. • • • - •_ - v -

Sen. Kelly stated that the number of days in the session per se was not
inport ant; that 90 day limits end up with extension arrangements. He 
prefers the concept of a straight 120 day limit. He pointed out that 
when the governor calls a special session he must wait 15 days after the 
conclusion of the regular session to do so. When the legislature calls 
itself into session there is no wait period.

Sen. Eliason asked of Bill Miles whether he favored calling special 
session by simple majority. Bill Miles affirmed that he did. Sen.
Eliason suggested that if a special session were allowed to be called
by simple majority that it would result in the same problems the legis­
lature faces new with lengthy sessions.



Sen. Fischer discussed Bill Egan's position; former Governor Egan 
favors a 120 day limit. During the last 20 days of a session bills may 
b e  forwarded. Bill Miles pointed out that one doesn't always knew when 
the session will end, so it is difficult to determine when the last 20 
days would be, and a special mechanism would have to be set up if Gov. 
Egan's system were to function.

Mark Albert Beltz, testifying as a  private citizen, stated that he 
favors a shorter session, preferably with a 90 day limit, and that he 
felt the legislators should work longer hours. He also stated that he 
felt the session should start not on the 4th Monday of January, as pro­
vided in SJR 6, but on the second Moriday, as is traditional. Sen. Kelly 
pointed out that this is covered b y  existing law. Sen. Fischer 
clarified this further by stating that the constitution leaves it open 
to  change by  law, an option which has been exercised. Current law 
provides for the session to begin on the second Monday. Sen. Fischer 
also made reference to Mark Albert Beltz's remark that the legislators 
waste alot of time, stating that the legislators currently work seven 
days a week, for long hours, and that delays are not due to wasting time
and lack of work on the part of legislators.

Nels Anderson, former state representative and majority leader, 
testified from Dillingham as a private citizen. He complimented Sen. 
Kelly on his persistence in continuing a drive to get a limit on the 
sessions. Nels Anderson stated that he once opposed a session limit, 
and that he now favors a constitutional amendment limiting the session. 
He suggested a session of no less than 120 days with sane provision for 
extension in 10 day increments by a 2/3 majority vote of each house.
He pointed out that there is a tendency near the end (of the session)
for things to pile up; "when adjournment fever hits it is hard to follow 
the movement of bills through committee". Nels Anderson stated that 
special sessions should be limited to five days whether they are called 
by  the governor or by the legislature.

Joe Graham, resident of the Spenard area of Anchorage, supports a 90 day 
limit. He feels that a deadline would serve to get things in motion on 
the important issues. He prefers extension by a 3/4 vote, and suggested 
the insertion of a clause providing that there be no per diem until 
both houses were organized and that there be no per diem after the 
session limit deadline.

Jan Faiks, representing the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce Board of 
Directors, testified in support of a 90 day session, with a required 
2/3 vote for a maximum of two 10-day extensions. The Chamber of 
Ccrrmerce has been polling gatherings of members and guests. Their Dec.
7 poll will ask members about session limit provisions. Jan Faiks 
stated that in seme other states immediately following the election the 
legislators are paid for 10 days for organization prior to Christmas 
holidays. In Vfycming, she stated, budget work is conducted prior to 
convening.

Sen. Fischer inquired whether this meant if we limited per diem only 
no constitutional amendment would be required to limit the length of 
legislative sessions. Jan Faiks responded, "Semething like that!" Sen.



Fischer mentioned that he introduced legislation last year providing for 
the earlier organization of the legislature. Jan stated that her 
personal view is in favor of earlier organization with per diem. She 
feels that people would be happy with a  limit, not necessarily a 
specific number of days.

Sen. Eliason reiterated his support for "sudden death without 
extensions". Sen. Kelly stated that a 90 day limit is, in effect, a 
110 day session as people know an extension is available, and that he 
would be happy with any limit. Sen. Fischer mentioned that any impo­
sition or limitation on legislative action is regarded as strengthening 
the hand of the governor. Jan Faiks, speaking on her cwn behalf, noted 
that the legislature's power is, in part, their holding of the purse 
strings. She favors a 2/3 majority vote for an extension.

Jan Barhoff, representing the Anchorage Women's Club FREE Ccrnmittee, 
went on record-as supporting a 120 day limit, and a 2/3 vote for any 
extension. Extension provisions sh >-'ld specify the number of days in 
the extension and the subject matter- to be discussed. Jan Bcmhoff 
stated that a shorter session would promote citizen involvement, topics 
of broader interest (rather than the proliferation of smaller issues), 
and better accomplishment of the work. She suggested legislators limit 
their own per diem this session prior to enacting a constitutional 
amendment. In response to Sen. Eliason's question, "Should the legis­
lature be subject to the governor in making an extension?" Jan Bcmhoff 
responded "No".

Neely Taylor, representing the Board of Common Sense for Alaska, stated 
the board's support for a 90 day limit. There was no formal position 
stated on extension provisions. Neely Taylor stated his personal views 
on why there is a need for a limit: to promote a citizen legislature and 
rnore citizen involvement in the process. The public loses interest 
during a long session, and the expense involved is great. (Mark Albert 
Beltz had previously stated the cost to run about $20,000 per day.)
Neely stated that a shorter session would result in limiting "political 
brinksmanship" which he defined as a form of political game-playing.
The legislature should serve as a model of a trim economical 
organization. Alaska should be the 34th state to have a limit. Sen. 
Fischer stated that some people feel that a session limit will promote 
political brinksmanship. Neely responded that legislators will be more 
interested in getting their bills moving if a session limit is imposed.

Nels Anderson inquired about the rationale for choosing the 4 th Monday 
of the month for session to convene. Sen. Kelly clarified this language 
as he had for Mark Albert Beltz, and said that the language should pro­
bably be changed to avoid further confusion. In response to Nels 
Anderson's question, "Do you have any objection to limitation on sppecial 
sessions?" Sen. Kelly stated "There is no problem for me in a five day 
limit."

The meeting adjourned at 10:45-, there being no further testimony at that 
time, and reconvened at 5:00 p.m.

Mary Bargaran, representing the Soroptcmists International of Anchorage,



presented a letter provided b y  that group. Hie Soroptcmists supports 
and urges adoption by the legislature of a legislative session of "the 
shortest duration possible" and in no event longer than 120 days 
(preferably 90 days). Any extension beyond 120 days (preferably 90 
days) should require a 2/3 vote of both houses and include a "limited 
call" provision. The extension itself should be for a specific number 
of days. The letter was signed by Marsha Holloman, President of the 
group. Mary Bargaran suggested that an extension should be for a 
maximum of six to ten days.

Sen. Stimson inquired of Mary what the advantage to the state would be 
of such a limit. Mary Bargaran stated that it was "an economical thing" 
and that 90 days should be sufficient time for the business to be con­
ducted.

Sen. Stimson said that while he did see a need for a goal, a short 
session was to. the advantage of lobbyists, most of whom are in Juneau to 
stop legislation. He asked if there were any advantage other than 
economics. Mary responded that it would be an overall saving to the 
state. Sen. Stimson asked if the idea of a special session bothered 
her, to which she responded, "No". Sen. Stimson described the logjam 
of bills near the end of the session. A  limit, he said, would force 
legislators to break the logjam of bills in Finance Ccrnmittee, for 
example. He would like to see each bill accompanied by a statement of 
purpose.

There being no further testimony, with the exception of informal 
dialogue between a  Sitka observer and Senators Stimson and Fischer, 
the hearing/teleconference was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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Alaska State Legislature
Senate Committee on State Affairs
Vic Fischer, Chairman • Pouch V  • Juneau, Alaska 99811 • (907) 465-4954 

I n t e r i m  o f f i c e :  5 1 1  W e s t  4 t h  A v e . ,  S u i t e  5,

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1  p h o n e :  2 7 8 - 3 6 5 4

M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  L e g i s l a t o r s

F R O M :  S e n .  V i c  F i s c h e r

D A T E :  N o v .  6, 1 9 8 1

RE: L i m i t i n g  l e n g t h  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s

T h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  is h o l d i n g  a s t a t e w i d e  

t e l e c o n f e r e n c e / p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  N o v e m b e r  17 to c o n s i d e r  a m e n d i n g  

A l a s k a ’s c o n s t i t u t i o n  to l i m i t  s e s s i o n  l e n g t h .  B e f o r e  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e  i s  S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  N o .  6, w h i c h  w o u l d  

r e q u i r e  a d j o u r n m e n t  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  1 2 0  d a y s  a f t e r  a r e g u l a r  

s e s s i o n  b e g i n s .  A l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  a l s o  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

T h i s  y e a r ' s  1 6 5  d a y  s e s s i o n  is p r o v i d i n g  a m a j o r  i m p e t u s  to 

e f f o r t s  to l i m i t  s e s s i o n  l e n g t h .  A l t h o u g h  I h a d  l o n g  b e e n  

o p p o s e d  to a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i m i t  o n  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a n d  

t h e o r e t i c a l  g r o u n d s ,  m y  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e  in t h e  S e n a t e  d u r i n g  

t h e  p a s t  s e s s i o n  h a s  c o n v i n c e d  m e  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a c o n s t i -  

tuj t o n a l  l i m i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  p r a c t i c a l  w e y  w e  c a n  b r i n g  t h e  

l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  to a n  e n d  w i t h o u t  a n  a w f u l  w a s t e  of 

t i m e ,  m o n e y  a n d  e n e r g y ,  t o  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  t a x i n g  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  

p a t i e n c e .

W e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  g i v i n g  u s  y o u r  c o m m e n t s  o n  t h e  

v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  l i m i t a t i o n  q u e s t i o n :

- - s h o u l d  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i m i t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r  n o t ?  

W h y ?

- - i f  a l i m i t  is e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w h a t  s h o u l d  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  

l e n g t h  b e :  9 0, 1 0 0 ,  1 2 0  d a y s ,  o r  w h a t  o t h e r  p e r i o d ?

- - s h o u l d  p r o v i s i o n  b e  m a d e  f c r  e x t e n d i n g  a r e g u l a r

s e s s i o n ?  If s o ,  b y  s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y  o r  b y  t w o - t h i r d s  

v o t e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ?  I n  i n c r e m e n t s  o f  10 o r  3 0  

d a y s  o r  s o m e  o t h e r  p e r i o d ?



— w h a t  o t h e r  t h i n g s  s h o u l d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i d e r  

i n  a c t i n g  o n  t h e  i s s u e ?

T h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  T u e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  17, f r o m  9 : 3 0  a . m .  to 

n o o n  a n d  5 : 0 0  to 8 : 0 0  p . m .  ( A S T )  a t  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  L e g i s l a t i v e  

I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e ,  1 0 2 4  W e s t  S i x t h  A v e n u e .  A  s t a t e w i d e  

t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  h o o k u p  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  f r o m  c o m m u n i t i e s  

t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .

Y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to t h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  

Y o u  c a n  p r o v i d e  t e s t i m o n y  i n  p e r s o n  o r  b y  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t .

If y o u  w i s h  t o  t e s t i f y  o r a l l y  i n  A n c h o r a g e  o r  e l s e w h e r e ,  

p l e a s e  c a l l  m y  o f f i c e  ( 2 7 8 - 3 6 5 4 )  a n d  t e l l  u s  w h a t  t i m e  w o u l d  

b e  m o s t  c o n v e n i e n t  f o r  y o u .  W e  w i l l  t r y  to s c h e d u l e  y o u  

a c c o r d i n g l y .  S h o u l d  y o u  s o  p r e f e r ,  y o u  m a y  w i t h o u t  p r i o r  

a r r a n g e m e n t  c o m e  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g  i n  A n c h o r a g e  o r  s p e a k  f r o m  

o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

W e  w i l l  a l s o  r e c e i v e  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y .  A n y  s t a t e m e n t s  

r e c e i v e d  i n  t i m e  w i l l  b e  r e a d  d u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g  f o r  e v e r y o n e 1 s 

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  u n l e s s  t h e  w r i t e r  p r e f e r s  w e  n o t  d o  so.

I d o  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  o r a l  o r  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  

o n  t h e  s e s s i o n  l i m i t  i s s u e .
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RULE
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TO PASS BILL 
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COOE Of 
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CIPLINE
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LIMIT ON 
RILLS 

INTRODUCED

TINt LIMIT 
TON CMTC TO 
PROCESS (ILL

MULE 
MAIUR 
PROCEDUNES

LEGISLATIVE
OVERSIGHT

1 ALABAMA.....
ALASKA .....
ARI70NA.....
ARKANSAS ....
CALIFORNIA.-..

■ U5 1(1) 
YES 1(21 
YES 1(3) 
YES 1(4 
YES 1(5)

NO 
YES 2(2) 
YES 2(3) 

NO 
YES 2(5)

YES 3(1) 
YES 3(2) 
YES 3(3) 
YES 3(i) 
YES 3(5)

NO 
YES 4/2) 
YES 4(3) 
NO 4(4) 
YES 4(5)

NO 5(1) 
NO 5(2) 
YES 5(3) 
YES 5 4 
YES 5(5)

U S  6(1) 
YES 6(2) 
YES 6(3) 
YES 6(4) 
YES 6(5)

YES 7(1) 
YES 7(2) 
YES 7 3 
YES 7(4) 
YES 7(S)

YES 8(1) 
YES 8(2) 
YES 8(3) 
YES 8(4) 
YFS 8(5)

YES 9(1) 
NO 
HO 

YES 9(4) 
NO

U J  lo(lJ
NO

YES 10(3) 
NO

YES 10(5)

NO tl(|) 

TES 11(5)

rti H O T
U S  12(2)
m  nil)
TES 1214) 
U S  »i(5)

TES 13(1) 
NO

YES 13(3) 
TES 13(4) 
YES 13(5)

YES 14(1) 
NO 14(2)

NO

YES 1S(I) 
NO

U S  15(3) 
YES 15(4) 
YES 15(5)

YCS 11(1) 
TES 16(a) 
YCS 16(b) 
YES 16(b) 
YES 16 (S)

NO 17(1) 
HO

YES 17(3) 
NO 17(4) 

NO

COLORADO ....
CONNECTICUT-..
DELAWARE ....

‘ FLORIDA.....
GEORGIA.....

YES
YES 1(7) 
NO 1(8) 
YES 1(9) 
YES 1(10)

YES 2(6) 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO

YES 3(6) 
NO 3(7) 
YES 3(8) 
YES 3(9) 
YES 3(10)

NO 
YES 4(7) 

NO 
YES 4(9) 
NO 4(10)

YES 5(6) 
YES 5(7) 
YES 5(8) 
YES 59) 
YES 5(16)

YES 6(6) 
YES 6(7)

m m i
NO

YES 7(6) 
YES 7(7) 
YES 7(8)

JB M i

YES 8(6] 
YES 8(7) 
NO, , 

YES 8(9) 
YES 8(10)

NO 
YES 9(7) 
YES 9 8 
YES 99) 
YES 9(10)

NO 10 
YES 10 
YES 10 
YES 10 
YES I0<

«)

*
10)

TES 11(6) 
U S  11(7) 
U S  1l(li 
M  m

U S  12(6) 
U S  12(7)

ffi ;J
NO

YES 13(6) 
HO 
NO

TES 11(9) 
HO

NO
YES 14(7) 
YES 14(8) 
7ES 14(9) 

HO

YES 15(61 
YES 15(7) 
TES 15(8) 
YES 15(9) 
YES 15(10)

YCS 16(6) 
YES 16(b) 
YES 16(b) 
YES 16(a) 
YES 16(b)

YES 17(6) 
YES 17(7) 
YES 17(8) 
YES 17(9) 

NO

vrc ii nn
HAWAII... 
IDAHO.... 
ILLINOIS. 
INDIANA.. 
IOWA....

U S  1(11) 
YES 1(12) 
US 1(13) 
US 1(14) 
YES 1(15)

NO
NO

KOgJ.l)

YES 2(15)

YES 3(11) 
YES 3(12) 
YES 3(13) 
YES 3(14) 
YES 3(15)

NO
YES 4(12) 
YES 4(13) 
YES 4(14) 
YES 4(15)

YES S(U) 
NO 5(12) 
YES 5 (3) 
YES 5(14) 
YES S(15)

YES 6(11) 
YES 6(12) 
YES 6(13)m m

YES 7(11) 
YES 7(12) 
YES 7(13) 
YES 7(14) 
YES 7(15)

YES 8(11) 
YES 8(12) 
YES 8(
YES B(
YES 8(

Ol

m

YES 9(12)

YES° 9(14) 
NO

YES M(I3) 
YES 10(14) 
YES 10(15)

NO
MO 11(13) 
MO 11(14)

(H)

12(12
m u )

NO 11(1

U S  
YES 
U S  12(14) 
YES 12(15}

NO

YES IS°3(I4) 
YES 13(15)

?ii m
YES 14(15)

NO
YES 15(13) 
NO 15(14) 
YES 15(15)

YES 16(12)

W M )
YES 16(15)

KANSAS....
I KEN1UCKY.■•. 
I LOUISIANA...
! MAINE.....

MARYLAND....

YES 1(16) 
YES 
YES 
YES 
TES 1(20)

m
> 1119j

110
YES 2(17) 

NO 
NO

YES 2(20)

YES 3(16) 
YES 3(17) 
YES 3(a) 
110 3(19) 

YES 3(20)

NO 4(16) 
YES 4(17) 
YES 4(18) 
YES 4(19) 
YES 4(20)

NO 5(16) 
YES 5(17) 
YES 5(18) 
YES 5(19) 
YES 5(20)

YES 6(16) 
YES 6(17) 
YES 6(18) 
YES 6(19) 
YES 6(20)

YES 7(16) 
YES 7(17) 
YES 7(18) 
YES 7(19) 
YES 7(20)

YES 8(16) 
YES 8(17) 
YES 8(18) 
YES C119) 
YES 8(20)

YES 9 
YES 9 
YES 9 
YES 9 
YES 9 20)

16
17
18 
19)

YES (0(16) 
YES 10(17) 
YES 10(18) 
YES 10(19) 

YES 10(20)

YES 11(11)
YES 12(17) U S  12(17)
HO 11(18) U S  12(18)

U S  12(16) 
U S  12(17)

YES 11(11) 
YES 11(20)

YES 12(19) 
YES 12(20)

YES 13(16) 
NO

YES 13(18) 
YES 13(19) 

NO

YES 14(16) 
YES 14(17) 
YES 14(18) 
YES 14(19) 
YES 14(20)

YES 15(16) 
NO 15(17) 
YES 15(18) 
YES 15(19) 

NO

V eV iW )  
YES 16(18) 
YES 16(b) 
YES 1614)

MASSACHUSETTS-
MICHIGAN....
MINME50TA....
MISSISSIPPI. •• 
MISSOURI....

YES 1(21) 
YES 1(22) 
YES 1(23) 
YES 1(24) 
YES 1(25)

NO
NO

YES 2(23) 
NO 
NO

HO
YES 3(22) 
YES 3(23 
NO 3(24) 
YES 3(25)

YES 4(213 
YES 4(22) 
YES 4(23)

YES 4(25)

YES 5(
YES 5 
YES S(
YES 5(24) 
YES 5(25)

YES 6(21) 
YES 6(22) 
U S  6(23) 
1ES 6(24) 

NO

YES 7(21 
YES 7 22 
YES 7(23 
YES 7(24) 
YES 7(25)

YES 8(21] 
YES 6(22) 
YES 8(23] 
YES 8(24) 
YES 8(25)

HO 
NO 

YES 91 
YES 91 
YES 91

23
24)
25)

YES 10( 
YES I0( 
YES lOl 
NO 10(24) 
NO 10(25)

YES 11(21) YES 12(21
MO j||22| YES 12(22
NO 
NO

U S  11(25)

U S  12(23
YES 12(24 

12(25YES

YES 13(21) 
YES 13(22) 
YES 13(23) 

NO
NO

YES 14(21) 
NO

YES 14(23) 
YES 14(24) 
YES 14(25)

YES 15(21) 
HO

YES 15(23) 
YE* !\>»M) 
NO 15(45)

YES 16(21) 
YES 16(22 
YES 16(a)

MONTANA.....
NEBRASKA....
NEVADA......
HEW HAMPSHIRE 
NEW JERSEY....

YES 1(26) 
NO 1(27) 
YES 1(28) 
YES l(29) 
YES 1(30)

YES 2(26) 
NO 

NO 2(28) 
NO

YES 2(30)

YES 3(26) 
YES 3(27) 
YES 3(28) 
YES 3(29) 

NO

YES 4(26] 
NO 4(27) 
YES 4(20) 
YES 4(29) 
NO 4(30)

NO 5(26] 
YES 5(27) 
YES 5(28) 
YES 5(29) 
YE5 5(30)

YES 6(26) 
NO 6(27) 
YES 6(28) 
YES 6(29) 
YES 6(30)

NO 7(26) YES 8(26) YES 9(26) YES 10(26) NO
YES 7(27) YES 8(27) YES 9 27 NO YES 11(27)
YES 7(28) YES 8(28) YES 9(28) YES 10(28) Ml
YES 7(29) YES 8(29) NO YES 10(29) NO
YES 7(30) NO 8(30) NO YES 10(30) NO 11(30)

m nm
YES 12(28) 
YES 12(29) 
YES 12(30)

YES 13(26) 
NO 
NO 
NO

YES 13(30)

NEW MEXICO....
NEW YORK....
NORTH CAROLINA 
NORTH DAKOTA.. 
OHIO........

YES 1(31) 
YES 1(32) 
YES 1(33} 
YES 1(34) 
YES 1(35)

NO
YES 2J32)

NO
HO

YES 3(31) 
YES 3(32) 

NO
YES 3(34) 

YES 3(35)

110 YES 5(31) YCS 6(31) YCS 7(31) YCS 8(31) YES 9(31) NO
no YCS 5(32) U S  6(32) YCS 7(32) NO NO YES 10(72)w\m YCS 5(33) 

YCS 5(34)
YCS 6(33) 
YCS 6(34)

YCS 7(33) 
YCS 7(34)

YCS 8(33) 
YCS 8(34)

NO
YES 9(34)

YES 10(33) 
NO

YES 4(35) YCS 5(35) YCS 6(35) YCS 7(35) YES 8(35) NO YES 10(36)

K> 11(31) 
YES 11(32) 
NO 11(33)

Mo"ll(3S)

U S  12(31) 
U S  12(32) 
U S  12(33) 
YES 12(34) 
YES 12(35)

NO 
NO

YES 13(33) 
13(34)YES
NO

OKLAHOMA....
OREGON......
PENNSYLVANIA. • 
RHODE ISLAND.. 
SOUTH CAROLINA

YES 1(36) 
« s 1(371 
YES 1(38) 
NO
YES 1(40)

NO
NO
NO
NO

YES 2(40)

YES 3(36) 
YES 3(37) 
YES 31*1 
YES 3(39) 
YES 3(40)

YES 4(36) 
YES 5(37) 
NO >1(38) 
YES 4(39) 
YES 4(40)

NO
YES 5(37) 
YES 5(38) 
YES 5(39) 
YES 5(40)

YES 6(36) 
YES 6(371 
NO 6(38) 
YES 6(39) 
YES 6(40)

YE5 7(36) 
YES 7(37) 
YES 7(38) 
YES 7(39) 
YES 7(40)

YES 8(36) 
YES 8(37) 
YES 8(38) 
NO

YES 8(40)

YCS 9(36) 
NO 
HO

YES 9(39) 
YES 9(40)

TES 10(36) 
YES 10(17) 
YES 10(38 

NG
YES 10(40)

[ills,NO II 
YES 

•0
NO 11(31) 
NO

U S  12(36) 
U S  12(37) 
YES 12(10) 
YES 12(39) 
YES 12(40)

YES 13(36) 
NO
NO
NO
NO

YES 14(26) 
YES 14(27) 
YES 14(28) 
YES 14(29) 

NO

YES 15(26) 
YES 15(27) 
NO

YES 15(29) 
NO

YES 16(26) 
YES 16(27) 
YES 16(b) 
YES 16(b) 
YES 16(a)

YES 14(31) 
YES 14(32) 
YES 14(33) 
YES 14(34) 
YES M(3Sj

MO
NO

YES 15(33) 
YES 15(34) 
NO 15(35)

YES 16(a) 
YES 16(32) 
YES 16(33) 
YES 16(a) 
YES 16(35)

YES 14(36) 
YES 14(37)

YES r°(39) 
NO

YES 15(36) 
YES 15(37)

VE?°15(39)

NO

YES 16(b) 
YES 16(37)

m  m
YEii 16(40)

SOUTH DAKOTA..
TENNESSEE...
TEXAS.......
UTAH........
VCR) KNIT.....

VCS 1(41) 
YES 1(42) 
US 1(43) 
US 1(44) 
U S  1(45)

VCS 
YES 2(42) 

HO 
HO

YES 2(45)

YES 3(41) 
YES 3(42) 
YES 3(43) 
YES 3(44 
YCS 3(45)

YCS 4(41) 
YCS 4(42) 

NO
YCS 4(44) 
YCS 4(45)

YCS S( 
YCS 5 
YCS 5 
YES 5 
NO S

4!)
42)

43

« l

YES 6(41) 
YCS 6(42) 
YES 6(43) 
Y/cS 6(44) 
YIS 6(45)

YC5 7(61) 
YES 7(42) 
U S  7(43) 
YCS 7M4) 
YES 7(45)

YCS 8(41) 
NO 8(42) 
YES B(43> 
VCS 8(44) 
YCS 8(45)

YES 9v41) 
YES 9 42 
YES 9 43 
YES 9 44) 

NO

NO 10(41) 
YES 10(42) 
NO 10(43). 
YES ’0(44) 
NO

NO ll( 
Mi 

YtS II 
NO ll( 
NO ll(

VIRGINIA....
WASHINGTON.... 
WEST VIRGINIA
WISCONSIN....
WlONING.....

YES 1(46) 
YCS 1(47} 
YCS 1(48) 
YCS 1(49) 
YCS 1(50)

YESH2(47)
NO
NO

YES 2(50)

YCS 3(46) 
YCS 3(4.') 
YES 3(1) 
YES 3.49) 
YCS 3(50)

YCS 4(46) 
NO

YCS 4(4B) 
YCS 4J49)

NO 
YES 5 
YES 5 
YES 5 
YCS 5

«l

YCS 6(46) 
YES 6(47) 
YES 6(48) 
YCS 6(49) 
YCS 6(50)

YES 7(46) 
US  7(47) 
YES 7(43) 
YES 7(493 
U S  7(50)

YES 8(46) 
YES 8(47) 
YCS 8(48) 
YES 8(49) 
YES 0(50)

YES 9(46) 
YES 9 47 
YES 9(40) 
NO

YES 9(50)

NO ’.0(46) 
YES 10(47) 

no
YES 10(49) 

NO

HO 
NO 
NO 

U S  11 
NO It

12(41)
12(42)

YES 
YES 
U S  12(43 
YES 12 44 
YES 12(45

NO
YES 13(42) 

NO 
HO

YES 13(45)

YES 14(41)
YES 14 
YES 14 
YES Mi 
YES Mi

42)
43

45

YES 15(41) 
YES 15(42)
NO

YES 15(44) 
YES 15(45)

YES 16 
YES 16 
YES 16 
YCS 16 
YES 16

YES
YCS

12(46) 
12(47)mm i

YES 12(50)

YES 13(46) 110 14 46
n  13(47) YES 14(47)
YES 13(48) YES M(48YES 13(48) 
YES 13(49) 

NO

TIO 
YES 
YES 14(48) 

NO
YES 14(50)

YES^SUY)

ml
NO

YES 16(46) 
YES I6(b 
YES !«(•> 
YES IS b 
YES I6(«

YES 17(12) 
YES 17(13) 
YES 17(14) 

_YES 17(15) 

YES 17(16) 

YES 17(17) 
YES 17(181 
YES 17(19) 

NO

YES 16(24) 
YES 16(b)

YES 17(21) 
YES 17(22) 
YE1 
YES

Nl
wlli)

HO
YES 17(27) 
YES 17(28) 
YES 17(29) 
YES 17(30)

17(31) 
YES 17(37
YES .

7(37) 
YES 17(33)

VnEos «

YES 17(36) 
YES 17(37) 
NO 17(38) 
YES 17(39) 

NO

YES 17(41) 
NO 
HO

NO 17(44)
S 17(45)

41)

iii
4i) US P(45)

YCS 17(46)

d m .
NO



S o r o p t i m i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k c  

j  N o r t h w e s t e r n  R e g i o n
S S o r  o p t i m i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  of t h e  A m e r i c a s ,  I n c ,

P. 0, B o x  5 6 1  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0

V

S e n a t o r  Vic  F i s c h e r  
C h a i r m a n ,  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  

2 2 1  E ,  ? t h  A u e ,  # 2 0 A  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r ,

S o r o p t i m i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  o f  A n c h o r a g e  s u o o o r t s  a n d  u r g e s  
a d o p t i o n  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  o f  the  
s h o r t e s t  d u r a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  e n d  in n o  e v e n t  l o n g e r  t h a n  1 2 0  

d a y s  (p r e f e r a b l y  9 0  d a y s ) .  A n y  e x t e n s i o n  b e y o n d  1 2 0  d a y s  
( p r e f e r a b l y  9 0  d a y s )  s h o u l d  r e q u i r e  a 2 / 5  v o t e  o f  b o t h  
h o u s e s  a n d  i n c l u d e  a " l i m i t e d  c a l l "  p r o v i s i o n .  T/r/e e x t e n s i o n  

i t s e l f  s h o u l d  be f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  n u m b e r  o f  d a y s .  /

f t
P r e s i d e n t , S o r o p t  imis t  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  o f  A n c h o r a g e



S T A T E M E N T  O N  L I M I T I N G  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

P r e s e n t e d  B y

K e i t h  S p e c k i n g ^  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  

t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r

I n  m y  t w e l v e  y e a r s  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e r v i c e ,  t h e r e  w a s  o n l y  '

o n e  s e s s i o n  w h i c h  w a r r a n t e d  m o r e  t h a n  9 0  d a y s .  T h a t  w a s  t h e

f i r s t  s e s s i o n  d u r i n g  w h i c h  w e  s e t  u p  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e

g o v e r n m e n t  - -  a n d  w e  d i d  t h a t  i n  b u t  8 4 .
• ’ 1 • '

I n a d e q u a t e  p a y  a n d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  c o n c l u d e  o u r  w o r k  

e x p e d i t i o u s l y  i n  o r d e r  t g  r e t u r n  t o  o u r  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  

' e n d e a v o r s  a f f i r s t  i n s u r e d  r e l a t i v e l y  b r i e f  s e s s i o n s .  O v e r ,  

t i m e ,  t h i s  c h a n g e d .  T h e  s e n s e  o f  u r g e n c y  w h i c h  p r e v a i l e d  i n  

t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  d i m i n i s h e d .  I n c r e a s e d  p a y ,  b e n e f i t s ,  s t a f f . ,  

a n d  w o r k l o a d ,  c o m p o u n d e d  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  m a g n i t u d e  a n d  

c o m p l e x i t y  o f  i s s u e s ,  a l l  s e r v e d  t o  e x t e n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  

s e s s i o n s .  M o s t  r e c e n t l y ,  e p h e m e r a l  f u n d i n g  " s u r p l u s e s ' *  a n d  

r e s u l t a n t  a t t e m p t s  b y  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  i n t e r e s t s  t o  s e c u r e

i.
e v e r  l a r g e r  c u t s  o f  t h e  p i e ,  e n c u m b e r e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  

a  h o s t  o f  d e c i s i o n s  n o t  c o n f r o n t i n g  t h o s e  p r e v i o u s  

l e g i s l a t u r e s  w h i c h  h a d  n o  " s u r p l u s  f u n d s "  t o  d o l e  o u t .

I r o n i c a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i n  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  c u r r e n t  

" e a s y  m o n e y "  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  m a n y  h n v e  b e c o m e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  

b o t h  a  l i m i t a t i o n  o n  s p e n d i n g  a n d  s e s s i o n  l e n g t h  a r e  n o w  

i m p e r a t i v e .  G o n e ,  w i t h  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c o m e  t a x ,  a r e  ‘

c o n s t r a i n t s  i m p o s e d  b y  p u b l i c  i n d i g n a t i o n  a s  t o  h o w  w e  s p e n d  

t h e i r  t a x  d o l l a r s .  G o n e  1.8 t h e *  n e e d  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t

- i
. . . . .



d e v e l o p m e n t -  p r o j e c t s  m u s t  " p a y  t h e i r  o w n  w a y . "  G o n e  i s  t h e  

n e e d  t o  s a y  " n o "  t o  " w o r t h y  p r o j e c t s "  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  • 

m o n e y ' s  n o t  t h e r e .  . . .

A n y  l i m i t a t i l o n  o n  s e s s i o n  l e n g t h  s h o u l d :

1 .  P r o v i d e  a m p l e  t i m e  t o  c o m p l e t e  w o r k  o n  c r u c i a l  m a t t e r s .
• • •■ . • <.

2 .  S e r v e  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  " l o g r o l l i n g "  n o r m a l l y  

r e q u i r e d  t o  b r i n g  s e s s i o n s  t o  c l o s e #  a n d  '

3 . P r o v i d e  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  . t h e  c u r r e n t  u n d u e  1 5  d a y  d e l a y  .

I .
b e f o r e  a  s e s s i o n  c o u l d  b e  e x t e n d e d #  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  n o w

* • .• » i ,
w i t h  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n s .

i
S o m e  y e a r s  a g o  I  p r o p o s e d  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l '  l i m i t a t i o n  o n  

s e s s i o n  l e n g t h  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  m e t  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s .  I  

i n t e n d  t o  r e i n t r o d u c e  i t  t h i s  y e a r  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

•Phis w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a  s e s s i o n  l e n g t h  " t a r g e t "  o f  9 0  d a y s .  

I f  w o r k  o n  c r u c i a l  i s s u e s  w e r e  n o t  c o m p l e t e d  b y  t h e n #  o n l y  

w i t h  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  e n d  l e a d e r s  o f  b o t h  

h o u s e s  c o u l d  a  s p e c i a l  e x t e n s i o n  o f  n o  m o r e  t h a n  1 5  d a y s  b e  

c a l l e d .  T h i s  c o u l d  r e c o n v e n e  w i t h i n  3  d a y s  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  

s e s s i o n ' s  c o n c l u s i o n .  S u b j e c t s  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  w o u l d  b e  

c o n f i n e d  t o  a  l i s t  o f  s p e c i f i c  m e a s u r e s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  

g o v e r n o r  a n d  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  e a c h  h o u s e .



A s  w e ‘a l l  k n o w ,  w e e k s  a n d  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  w e r e  a d d e d  

u n n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  m a n y  s e s s i o n s  u n d e r  a  s y s t e m  w h i c h  p e r m i t s  

a  s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  f r u s t r a t e  t h e - w i l l  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  i n
i * • •

b e h a l f  o f  a n  i s s u e  o f  c r u c i a l  c o n c e r n  t o  h i m s e l f ,  . i f  9 0
*• . • .

d a y s  o n l y  w e r e  a l l o t t e d  f o r  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  - 

r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e n  s u c h  " s p e c i a l  i s s u e s "  w o u l d  f a l l

t h r o u g h  t h e  c r a c k s ,  I  s u s p e c t  w e  w o u l d  s e l d o m  s e e  s e s s i o n s

*
o f  a g o n i s i n g l y  l o n g  d u r a t i o n .  E s p e c i a l l y  w o u l d  s u c h  b e  t h e  

c a s e  i f  t h e  s p e n d i n g  l i m i t a t i o n  p r o p o s a l  y o u  p a s s e d  l a s t  : •

y e a r  w e r e  a l s o  a d o p t e d .

• * * • » 

C e r t a i n l y  w i t h  t h e  a b u n d a n t  i n c r e a s e  I n  s t a f f  a n d  i n t e r i m

c o m m i t t e e ,  a c t i v i t y  i t  w o u l d  s e e m  t h a t  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  s e s s i o n

l e n g t h  w o u l d  h a v e  r e s u l t e d .  T h a t  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  o p p o s i t e

h a p p e n e d ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  i s  v e r y  s i m p l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t

I I ' • ‘i : •
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  I n o  s e l f  i m p o s e d  p r e - s e s s i o n  t a r g e t  f o r  e i t h e r

• * •

s p e n d i n g  o r  l e n g t h  u p o n  w h i c h  a l l  p a r t i e s  c a n  a g r e e .

• • • • •
11 1 • » •

F e w  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s e l f  d i s c i p l i n e  t o

• * * i *

e s t a b l i s h  s u c h  t a r g e t s  a n d  a d h e r e  t o  t h e m  a b s o l u t e l y #  u n l e s s  

a b s o l u t e l y  c o m p e l l e d  t o  d o  s o .  H o w  t h e n  c a n  w e  p o s s i b l y  

e x p e c t  a  g r o u p  o f  6 0  t o  d o  s o ?

9 . * * * » ’
* • * « *• •

■ A  p u b l i c  a d v i s o r y  v o t e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  p u b l i c ' s

o v e r w h e l m i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  a  s e s s i o n  l i m i t a t i o n .  T h o s e  w h o  

d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h a  c o n c e p t  s h o u l d  a r g u e  t h e i r  c a s e  t o  t h e

t • ''

p u b l i c #  n o t  d e n y  t h e  p u b l i c  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e t  t h e  t e r m s  a n d

»

-3- • .
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Irghhture convenes* IJmltathmState or othet , • — - on h-ngi/i
____ jo rial jetton Year______ Month •_____ *____ of moon____

£fAlitrim««ii •A«buiI ‘’‘'t'-'-iApr. . t 3rd Tori, («.b) * 30 I. in 105 C
•ta. •••  - Ftb:^JIllTuc. -»

“'Jin.''-;/ :. • 2nd Tuei.(c)
AUtkt  .... Annual Jan. Jrd Mnn.(a) None

f • 9 r ^ r j 5 r A £ > M*{•}'Arkanuft  ... 1 .. Oddlf) • ••’•». ■ Jan. • . . 2ml Mon.. «*f»
California.,,.....  I>cn(h) Ike Itl Mun. Nunc

Colorado.... . Annuaki) Jan. Wed. after Itl Tuei. None
Cnnnrclloil....... Annual(i) Odd: Jan. Wed. after lit Mon. (j)

Even: Feb. Wed. after lit Mon. fil
Delaware..... . AnnuaKk) Jan. 2nd Tuei. June 30

ir;:n«w. .v....iiiVjAnnuii *-To... »r.«r im.m.o«,<«’;•;i'iiii60ooi
*, ‘I • V.v.; -fr *•*“' . .. • **• •
Hawaii...... . Annual(k) Jan. Jrd Wed. M UD
Idaho .......i.pMMi.L . Annual Jan. . . Mon. on or neareil 9th day,**,--None ... .
HlllM>la..V,‘;%j.f-;tuiWlv ;Ar.fluakk)$i)*..i?Jan. j*. 2nd Wed. \‘l ';•»•*; :-'None h
Indiana • Annuir *' '; ;j 'Jan. 2nd Mon.(h) * * Odd: 61 I. or Apr. 30

Even: 30 I. nr Mar. 13
Iowa  ....  Annual(k) Jan. 2nd Mon. Nonc(m)

Kanua  ... . Annual(k) Jan. 2nd Mon. Odd: none
, Even: 90 CIO

Krntueky ............. Even Jan. Tuei. after lit Mon. fO I.
»»-l.oul»lana ;}Uî M..veî r) Annual •'"iTR'Ss'Apr/????'!! Jrd Mon. M) I. in 13 C
U M.lnt .v. " Evenlh) ,tv D*/ * III Wed. None

Evenli) Jan. lit Wed. after lit Tuet.
Maryland   Annual Jan. 2nd Wed. 90 Clf.n)

MatuchuMH*......... Annual Jan. lit Wed. None
Michigan  ..  Annual(k) Jan. lit Wed. None
Minncaola  .... Odd(o) Jan. Tuei. after lit Mon. 120 I. or lit Mnn.

l|MUili»lppl.li... • Annual 'I . Jan. ‘ . Tuei. after lit Mon. .. i;.Vj:».U* (f.nl '
Mlisiuri...   Annual Jan. Wed. after lit Mon. Odd: June 30

Even: May 15

Montana..... . Odd Jan. lit Mon. 90 1.
Nrbraika  ....  Annual(k) Jan. lit Wed. after III Mon. Odd: 90 MO

, ..... Even: A0 L(f)
./INu.d. ...i....‘././.({'Odd ’’ Jrd Mon? T 60 Cln)
Nrw llampihlre ....... Odd ‘Jan. " lit Wed. after In Tuci.(b) (m)
Ntw Jmrjr..,......... Annual Jan. 2nd Twci. None

New Mcilea .......... Annuaki) Jan. Jrd Tuei. Odd:60C
Even: 30 C

New York........ . Annuakk) Jan. Wed. after lit M o n , N o n e
V'NorllTCaroltna ....‘.'.‘ir*.' Odd(o) * 'JV'* Jan.#V  • .*• Wed. after 2nd Monf* None
North Dakota * Odd * ** Jan. “ • • ‘ lit Mon.(b.q) 80 N
Ohio  ... . Annual Jan. . liiMon.(q) None

P .tU a r jeulnrU

Ughhtlore may lalli
. ' v -
I s g l i L i h i r r  m a r  

i l e t r r  m i n e  s u b je c t

Umitathm 
tm length 
of snthtn

No 2/3 vutc each houie 12 1. in .IOC

2/3 vole of tnemhenhip YeUd) J0C
Petition 2. J mcmhen. each houie Yetld) None

No III Nonelg)
No Nu None

Vine 2/3 memben. each houie Vnldl None
No No None

Jl. call, pieiiding oineeri, bnlh houtei Yei None
Jt. call, prctiding nfficcn, bnlh hnuiei Yei 20CII)
Petition 3/5 memben. each houie Yeild) (1)
Petition Tl3 memben. each houte Yei 30 131)

Nn No 30 C
Jl. all. prtiidina officcri, both hoUKf Yei None

No . Yn 30 1. in 40 C

Petition 2/3 memben. each houie Yei None

Petition to governor of 2/3 member!, each houie Yei None

No No None
Petition majority, each houie Yei(d) 30 C

Vole of majority of each pany, each houie YeUd) None

Petition majority, each houie Ye. JOC

Yei . , Ye. None
No No None
No Yei None

No No None
No No 60 C

Petition majority, each houie Yei None
Petition 2/3 memben Yei None

No No 20 C(m)
Vei Yei None(m)

Petition majority, each houie Yei None

Petition 3/5 memben. each houie Yeild) 30 0
Petition 3/3 memben, each houie YeiCdl None
Petition 3/5 memben. ueh houie Yei None

Nn Yei None
Jl. all. prciiding ofliccn, both houiei Yei None

(•Oklahoma , . Annuakk) . *• ’a Jan.
Ongon ............... Odd Jan.
Pcnniylvanla...... Annuakk) Jan.
Rhodr Itland.......... Annual(k) Jan.
Ŝoulh Carolina vi»'T* Annuakk)’-;'.* jiJiny •;

South Dakota  ...  Annual Jan.

Ttnnrorc .......I Odd(o) Jan.
Tran.........,,.,,... Odd Jan.
Utah .t ; . . v . A n n u a k i ) J a n i

Virmonl.............. Oddlo) Jan.

r-.VI,|lnU>r.!;:̂|f)J'.T<'';,AnnuiKkl :-r-

Waihlnglon......  Annual Jin.

Weil Virginia.......... Annual Jin.
Wlituniln..,......„,A., ..Annuil ....
uWtomlni n̂nualfl),:|-, ;[! Jan. fĵt1

Tuei. after lit Man. 
2nd Mon.
In Tuei.
Ill Tuei.
ind'Tuci.(b) r . '

;. 90 I. •• 
None ! None 
60 I.(ml 

"| None r ,,
Odd: Tuet, alter Jrd Mon. 45 I.
Even: Tucr. alter III Mun. JO I.
Ill Tuei.(b) 90 Urn)

•••-'•iSd Mon. OdjfMC'A!
' ' .......  p’Ewn: 20 £.>•*

Wed. alter In Mon. N'onclm)

■V.'V'M Wed.i;.!5il?\>aî J.\Ei-eti:'40 OOy 
<*;Odd:J0 C(0',̂ ' 

2nd Mon. Odd: 105 C
Even: (0 C

2nd Wcd.lrl . (OCII. n)
..... In Tuei. after Jan. 1(0 None
•■I m

No
I’ctllinn mijority. each home 
I’elillun mijarily, each houie 

Nn 
No

No

I'etitlon 2/3 mctnhcii.each houie 
No 
No

No

Trillion 2/5 mrmbcii. each huuie

Petition 2/5 memben. each houie

Petition J/5 memben. each houie 
No 
No

No None
Yei None
No None
No None
Yei None

No None

Yei J0(m)
No JOC
No JOC

Yet None

Yei None

Yei JOC

Yei(a) None
No None
Yei None



o

1 J f  JT l'Jf » . ,  M
 .

Kentucky 
Louisiana (I) ...
Main* .............
Maryland (I) ...

Massachusetts . 
Michigan .......
Minnesota .
Mkilitlppl......
Missouri....

Montana........
Nebraska....
Nevada  ..
Nn* Hampshire . 
New Jcrvry...

W

New Mexico ....
New York....
North Carolina .. 
North Dakota ... 
Ohio......

*(q )

♦(q)
♦

* (q )

*

• id

•(d)

•(d)

*(y>

•W)

(■b)
♦(d)

3

10
10
10(0to
6

I0(i)
(4(0

5
13(0

3(0
3
5
3
10(0
3
10
(•b)
3
10

30 A(i) 30 A(0 2/3 cktt*d July I (n)

10 P ... 2/Jckctcd
10 A ... Majority elected
20 P(0 • •• 2/3 elected
(m) ... 2/3 pmcnt
30 P(m) ... 3/3 elected

15 P(m) 
43 P(m.t)

23 A(0
. .r a .
: lo a

*3A(ia)

(*b) 
13 A 
10 A

Upon publication 
90 dayi after adjournment 
60 diyt after adjournment 
90 days after adjournment 
June l(u)

10 P 2/3 present 90 days
14 P(0 2/3 elected k Krvtnf 90 dap *tur adjournment
14 P 2/3 elected Auj. I(v)
... 2/3 elected 60 days

2/3 elected 9C dayi after adjouramenl(tr.J>

2/3 present(e) July I
• ... : 3/3 elected 3 mo. after adjournment

2/3 elected July!
, 3P 2/3 elected ' 60 days
43 A(aa) 2/3 elected July 4

20 A 2/3 pmcnt 90 dayr after adjoummrnt(v)
30 A(f) 2/3 elected 20 days
(•b) ... 30 dayi after adjournment

... 2/3 elected July I
3/3 elected 90 days after filed with secretary of Stitt

: • . * * c‘. s • • - - '
Oklahoma......I... • a 2 r 13 A 2/3 ekcted(e)
Orrgon.......... t- a • 3 . -20 A ... • 2/3 present
Pennsylvania ........ ♦ ... ♦(d) ICH0 - • ^ AC2 . M 2/3 elected
Rhode Island....... 6 16 A(C • •• 3/3 present
South Carolina.. .. • ... • « 3 (m) ... 2/3 present

«r ar • a 5 13 A ... 2/3 elected
Tennessee........ . * ♦(d) 10 10 A ... Majority elected

ft • a 10 20 A ... 2/3 present
Utah............ * a 5 10 A . .. 2/3 elected
Vermont.......... • ... ... ... 3 ... 3 A 2/J present

Virginia.......... * * a 7(0 **. ". . . * ’ 30A(f) 2/3 prcsent(ae)
Washington........ a a 3 . 20 A ... , 2/3 present
West Virginia....... ♦ •(d) •a. 3 A5 A(«d) ... Majority ekcted(e)
Wisconsin....... w ft a * € • •» 6 P 2/3 presort
Wyoming ....;... . ♦ a a ... 3 - • 15 AM ... 2/3 elected

American Samoa.... • * ft 10 30 P 2/3 ckclcd
Guam........... • 10 30 P 14 members
Mariana Islands ...... ft 10 )0 . •. 3/4 elected
Puerto Rleo........ ... •(d) a 10 30 P(Q 2/3 elected
Virgin Islands..... ... a a a 10 ... 30 P(l) 2/3 elected

U-S Congress ........... ... ... ... ... 10 ... 10 P 2/3 present

' VO days after adjournment • 
90 day; after adjournment • 
60 days
10 davi after adjournment 70 daya
July t(n)
40 dayi
90 dayi after adjournment 
60 days after adjournment 
July I

III da; <* 4th mo. after adjournment
V) d«/i after adjournment
90 oayi after final parsagc by k|itlatur«
Upon publication
Immediately

Specified in act 
13 daya (w)

Immediately

Ker:
P- days after presentation to governor 
A- days after adjournment of legislature 

(a) Sundays excluded. # ,
jb) 11*11 ii tclurned to house of origin with objection*.
(c) Penal act*. 60 dayi.
(d) The governor can alio reduce iicrm in appropriations measures.
_ («) Revenue and appropriations bills. Alaska; 2/3 elected. Illinois: appropriation 

majority elected. Montana: 3/3. Oklahoma: emergency bills. 3/4. Weil Virginia: budget and supplementary
reductions.

appropriations. 2/3 elected.
(0 Sundays included.
If) Regular sessions: th; last day which cither house may pats a bill (except statutes calling ckilions, 

statutes provding for lax levies or appropriations fur usual current expenses of the state, and urgency 
statutes) is August 31 of cvrnmumbered years. All bills given lo the governor during the 12 days prior to
August 31 of that year become law unless vetoed by September 30. Special sessions: 12 days.

(h) Regular aessinns: January I next following 90-day period from dale of enactment. Special
sessions: 9l»l day after adjournment.

(i) Except Sundays and kgal holidays. llawaiitcxceptSaiuidays.Sundays,holidays.andanydaysin 
which the legislature is in rtcris prior to adjournment.

0) Special acts: immediately.
(k) Only hy originating house.
(I) Constitution withholds right to veto constitutional amendments.
(in) llills vetoed after adjournment shall be returned In the legislature for reconsideration. Georgia:

returned within )3daysfrnm the date of adjournment for reconsideration within the first 10 days of the nest 
session. Maine: *eturned within 3 days after the next mcctingof the same legislature uhich enacted the hill m 
resolution Maryland: reennsiderrd at the next meeting of the same General Assembly. Mississippi, returned 
within 3 day s after the beg inning of the next session. Missouri: hills relumed within 4 days of adjournment or 
bier in lirvt sewion are considered at beginning of 2nd session. Mills relumed in second «cs«ion arc 
considered n automatic veto session held for no more than 10 d.iy« beginning on the first Wednesday 
Inflowing the fust Monday m September. South Carolina: within 2 davs after the next meeting.

(n) Effective date for arts which become law on or after July I. Georgia January I Idaho spinal
toviunt. (O days after adjournment. Illinois: July I of next cakmbr year. low*, special sessions, V0 dais 
after adjournment. South Dakota: 91st day after adjourninent.

(0) TSe governor can only reduce items in the executive appropriations measures. The governor caa 
neither reduce nor item veto items m the legislative or judicial buigtti. but he may veto the budget as fe 
whole.

(p) The governor must notify the kgklaturc I0daysbcforcthc43ihdayof his intent tovitoa measure 
on that day. The legislature may convene on 4Jih day after adjournment lo consider vetoed measures. If the 
legislature tails to reconvene, the bill does nnl become law. If (he legislature reconvenes, it may pats the 
measure over the governor’s veto or il may amend the law to meet the governor's objections. If the law h 
amended, the governor must sign lhr bill within 10 days after it is presented to him for il lo become 'aw. 

(q) Amendatory veto.
(r) Any law may have another cffecilvc date specified. Bills passed after June 30 which specify ar, 

earlier effective dale must receive the approval of J/5 of the members ckcied to each house.
(s) The governor must sign or veto all bills presented to him. Iu»a‘ during the Ian three days of the 

session. M,isou»i:if the governor fails to return theapproved or vetoed Sill, the »rgiiiature by joint resolution 
may direct the enrollment of the bill and it becomes law.

(1) Item veto on supplementary approptialion bills and capitol construction bill only. The genetal 
appropriation b II may not be vctoco.

(u) llills passed over governor's veto arc cfTcciivc n )G days nr on dale specified in bill, whichever ii
b u r .  _ s .(v) Appropriations acts. Minnesota: July t Missouri: immediately. New Mexico: immediately, 

(w) All laws require approval by Secretary of Interior.
(a) In event uf a recess of 30 days nr more, legislature may prescribe by joint resolution that la*t 

previous!) passed and not effective shall take effect 90 days from beginning of revest.
(y) No appr* p.iation can be made in excess of the recommendations contained in the governor 

budget urlra b; a 2/3 vote. The caeca is nut subject to veto hy the governor.
|<) .muse of origin is in tempoiary adjournment on the 10th day (Sundays excepted) aftci 

prev, nitii jn tugnvrrnnr. hill becomes Uwonday houseol origin reconverts unless returned by govcrnomn 
that day.

(aa) Bills not signed hy governor do not become law if the 4jth duy after adjournment sine die cnmci 
after the end of the legislative year.

.(ah) Governor hax nn approval or veto power, 
(at) Including majority ekctrd 
(xd) hive days (of appropriations hills.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE 

ALASKA CONSTITUTION LIMITING TERMS 

OF LEGISLATORS

S J R  9

T h is  b i l l  p r o p o s e s  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment t o  

l i m i t  House l e g i s l a t v e  t e rm s  to  n o t  more t h a n  f o u r  

c o n s e c u t i v e  f u l l  two y e a r  te rm s  and S e n a te  l e g i s l a t i v e  

te rm s  to  n o t  more than  two c o n s e c u t i v e  f u l l  f o u r  y e a r  

t e rm s .  Only te rm s  which  b e g in  a f t e r  December 31, 1982 

a r e  a f f e c t e d .



F e b r u a r y  27, L930
i-

\V
H o n o r a o l e  Thomas 3. S t e w a r t  
J u n e a u  C o u r t  i  O f f i c e  B ld g .
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 S11

D ear  Ton,

I  h av e  a t t a c h e d  a copy o f  SJR. 42 w h ic h  I  r e c e n t l y  
i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  S e n a t e .  T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w o u ld  amend o u r  
s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  to  l i m i t  t h e  number  o f  c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s  
t h a t  a l e g i s l a t o r  may s e r v e  t o ;  e i g h t  y e a r s  i n  t h e  House and  
e i g h t  y e a r s  i n  t h e  S e n a t e .

My p e r s o n a l  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  one t h a t  w o u ld  g e n e r a l l y  
o p p o s e  any law w h ic h  w o u ld  r e s t r i c t  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  
t o  c h o o se  a c a n d i d a t e .  I  do b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  when t h e r e  i s  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  change  i n  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  one o f  th e  b r a n c h e s  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h a t  a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  c h e c k s  and b a l a n c e  o f  power 

• i s  i n  o r d e r .

1 su p p o se  t h a t  my c h i e f  c o n c e r n  has  b e e n  c h a t  the  
l e g i s l a t u r e  has  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a y e a r - r o u n d  o p e r a t i o n .  The 
l e g i s l a t u r e  now, more t h a n  p e r h a p s  was i n v i s i o n e d  ir.  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g ,  manages and d e v e l o p e s  one o f  t h e  r i c h e s t  n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  B e c a u se  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  
i n t e r n a l  w e a l t h  and l i b e r a l  r u l e s  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  an in c u m b en t  
l e g i s l a t o r  h as  a$/ u n p r e s i d e n t e d  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  t h e  
c i t i z e n  s e e k i n g  to  com oete  w i t h  him f o r  o f f i c e .  On t h e

a v e r a g e

an m cum oent

. e e i s l a t o r  h a s  a$/ u n o r e s i d e n t e d  a d v a n t a g
: i t i t e r ,  s e e k i n s  to  com oete  w i t h  him f o r•

f e d e r a l  l e v e l ,  I t  h a s  beer,  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  . _____
c a n d i d a t e  h a s  r o u g h l y  5 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 . t o  3500,  GuO. a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  
c h a l l e n g e r .  Through  t h e  s e n i o r i t y  s y s t e m ,  and t h i s  added  
p o l i t i c a l  a d v a n t a g e ,  a p o l i t i c a l  d y n a s t y  i s  b u i l t  and an 
u n j u s t i f i a b l e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  power i s  s h a r e d  by a fewt • a . •
individuals.

we may h av e  r e a c h e d  t h a t  t im e  
and  k e e p  i n t a c t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  

a c i t i z e n ’ s l e g i s l a t u r e ;  we o u g h t  to  c o n s i d e r  some o f  t h e

i t  a p p e a r s  t o  m e, 
w.-.en, i n  o r d e r  to s a f e g u a r d



l i m i t s  t h i s  b i l l  w o u ld  p r o v i d e /  I  h a v e  s e t  o u t  a few o f  ray 
t h o u g h t s  and  t h o s e  w h ic h  c o m p e l l e d  me t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  B ecau se  o f  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e , ‘p a r t i c u l a r l y '  i n ' t 1 
t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and  y o u r  v a l u e d  
j u d g m e n t ;  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  im pose  upon  you  a r e q u e s t  t h a t  you 
g i v e  me y o u r  v i e w s ,  p r o  o r  co n ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

Thank you i n  a d v a n c e .

S t a t e  S e n a t o r

HED/mc

E n c l o s u r e



S E N A T O RM. "ED ”  DANKWORTH
REPRESENTING SENATE DISTRICT I2-J

FINANCE. CO-CHAIRMAN RULES. VICE-CHAIRMAN
TRANSPORTATION LEGISLATIVE BUDGET & AUDIT p i r a t e

HOME APOHESS '2A2B HIALEAH DRIVE ANCHORAGE. ALASKA S8B03 HOME PKONEt (007) 2T7-OS83
* •IN IKXSIOH POUCH V JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 'PKONEt (907) 408-3783

M ond a y ,  F e b r u a r y  9 ,  1 9 8 1 >». •»* *• t* .. , — .

Don  P a t t e r s o n  
P .  0 .  B o x  2 9 5 3  
P a lm e r ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 4 5
D e a r  M r .  P a t t e r s o n :
T h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  m e s s a g e  c o n c e r n i n g  S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  9., a  - 
p r o p o s a l  t o  l i m i t  t h e  n um b e r  o f  c o n s e c u t i v e  t e r m s  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s  
may s e r v e .
T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  w o u ld  amend t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
i f  i t  p a s s e s : .  t h e .  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  i s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r s  a t  t h e  
n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  I f  t h e  am endm en t i s  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  v o t e r s  • 
i t  w o u ld  g o  i n t o ,  e f f e c t  a f t e r  D e c em b e r  3 1 ,  1 9 8 2 .  A f t e r  t h a t  d a t e ,  
n o  l e g i s l a t o r ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o r  S e n a t o r ,  c o u l d  s e r v e  m o r e  t h a n  
e i g h t s  y e a r s  c o n s e c u t i v e l y  i n  t h e  same e l e c t i v e  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  c u r r e n t  
t e rm s  o f  e x i s t i n g  l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .
T h a n k s  f o r  t a k i n g  t im e  t o  s h a r e  y o u r  v i e w s  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i t h  m e .
I  a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  f r o m  y o u .

S i n c e r e l y ,

DANKWORTH 
S e n a t o r

ED/mg

sr
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N e » # d a ............................... 4 ( 1 1 4 ( D ) 4 ) 0 ) • R D ) 4 ( d )
N e w  l l a m p i h l r e  . .
N e w  J e m  y .....................

N * w  M e t l c o ............... . .  4 ( ( ) H h | 4 « > < h | 4 ( 0 « h | 4 ( ( > ) j h | 4 D M h ) 4 ) « < h |
N e w  Y o r k ......................... . .  4 ( D ) 4 ( D ) 4 ( D ) 4 ( d )
N n c i h  C a r o l i n a  . . .  4 ( 2 K W 4 (2  0 - 1 4 ( D ) 4 ( 1 1 ) 4 ( D ) 4 ( D ) 4 ( D ) 4 ( D )
.N o r t h  D a k o t a  . . . . . .  4 ( D ) 4 I ( ) | 4 ( D ) 4 ( D ) 4 ( 2 1 4 ( D ) 4 ( H ) 4 1 0 1

O h i o ...................................... . .  4 ( 2 ) ( l | 4 ( D ) 4 ( D ) 4 ( D ) 4 ( D ) 4 ( D )

c

co
5 *sr •3a.
>,c 2 Ultcellanenus

4 (d )

■If I ’ I 4U0

j(li

•KU)

151

4(11)

4(H)

IM

4<lf)41)1)

(U)

m

4(11)

(411)

4(11

(4 H I 

Id
4(1)

44I I )  
(411)

k i d  w i l l

4«>)|l> |

(41)
(4 ID

4 (H )
«ui

4 (U ) 
(4 U )

(411)

4 (H )

(41')
(411

2(0)

4 (D )
4 (D ) (4 D )
4 (D ) 211)

(4 D )

IM  o f F q ua lifa iio n  — 4 (D )

lid . (i l l i u i t t n .  Un i* . <>( lllin n ii 
— (4 U )

R a ilro ad  C om nm iin n  4 (D ) 
F lcc tion i cnm m iM innc r-.44I I )

l i j h . a y  C om m iu ion  -  4 ( 0 )

(V rp m a lio n  I'nm trm iiitn  (4 (1 ) 

la *  cnm nliw inner 4 (D )
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THE LEGISLATORS 
Numbers, Terms, and Party Affiliations 

As of January 1978
Senate House

Stale or 
other jurisdiction

‘ Demo- Re pub- Varan-

A labam a . .  
A la s k a . . . .  
A r iz o n a ,. .  
A rka ruaa  . 
C a li fo rn ia .
C o lo ra d o  . . .  
Connecticut . 
D e law are . . .Florida.....Georgia.....
H awaii . 
Id aho . .
I Hi non  . . 
Ind iana . 
Iow a . . .
Kansas . . .  
Kentucky . 
Lou isiana . 
M aine . . . .  
M a ry la nd  .
Massachusetts .
M ich igan ------
M innesota . . . .  
M ississippi 
M is s o u r i .............
M on ta na ...............
N ebraska .............
N e s a d a ..................
New Hampshire 
New Je rs e y ..........
New M e t lc o  . . .
New Y o r k .............
N o rth  C a ro lin a  . 
N orth  D ak o ta  . .  
O h i o .......................
O k la h o m a ..........
O regon ...............
I ’ rtm sy ltan ia  . . .  
K h od r Is land . . 
Sou th  C a ro lin a  .
South D a ko ta  .
Tennessee..........
T e t a a ..................
I  lah  ..................
Vermont
V irg in ia .............
W ashington . 
West V irginia . 
W Urunaln  
W yom ing

A ll S la in  .
American Sam oa
G u a m ......................I'oeno Kleo.....
T T H I .........................
V irgin Is lands . . .

hcans
341216
34
26

14
I

14
1722
13
30
52

in
148
9
4

18
15
34
28
26

720
2522
24

19
29
38 12
39

21
9
I218

34
24
4k
50

6
14
19212

25 25
Nonpartisan  election
1712
27

312
13

3321
47
IK
21

9
36
3

32
12

39
2428
45
43

9
620
5
3

12
23
27
17
9

23
9
41221

35
29282212

5 20
6 II 

IK

1.306 618

14

14(c)
<H)(il

7I .VO 
(h )
<0

House

Total
t

Term
* Demo- 

crats
Repuh- Vacan- 
hrans cies Total

i
Term

It naif 
totals

3 5 (a ) 4 103 2 105 4 140
20 4 25 15 40 2 60
30 2 22 38 60 2 90
35 4 95 5 100 2 121
40 4 57 23 80 2 120
35 4 30 35 65 2 100
36 2 91 60 151 2 117
21 4 26 15 41 2 62
40 (a ) 4 93 27 120 2 IM
56 2 156 24 180 2 226

‘ 25 4 41 10 51 2 76
35 2 22 48 70 2 101
59 (b ) 94 83 177 2 226
50 4 48 52 100 2 ISO
50 4 59 41 100 2 110
40 4 65 60 123 2 161
38 4 78 22 100 2 111
39 4 101 4 105 4 144
33 2 89 62 151 2 IM
47 4 123 15 1 141 4 u a
40 2 192 44 | 240 (a ) 2 210
38 4 68 42 n o 2 1 4 )
67 4 100 34 134 201
52 4 117 3 1 1221a) 4 174
34 4 112 51 163 2 197
50 4(C) 57 43 too 2 110
49 4 U n ira n w a l It tu ls i u rr 49
20 4 35 5 40 2 60
24 2 175 219 6 400 2 424
40 4 (d ) 54 26 80 2 120
42 4 48 22 70 2 112
60 2 87 58 4 150(a ) 2 2 i0
50 V 114 6 120 2 170
50 4 50 50 100 2 IV )
33 4 62 37 99 2 112
48 4 79 22 101 2 149
30 4 37 23 60 2 90
50 4 118 84 | 203 2 211
50 2 83 17 100 2 110
4A 4 I I I 12 1 124 2 170
35 2 22 48 70 2 101
33 (a ) 4 66 32 90( i t 2 112
31 4 131 19 150 2 IM
29 4 35 40 75 2 104
30 2 75 74 I5 (8 a l 2 ISO
40 4 76 21 1(88 a) 2 140
49 4 62 36 9K 2 147
34 4 91 9 1(81 2 114
3 ) 4 66 33 99 2 112
30 4 29 32 62(a ) 2 92

1 .981 (a ) 3 .772 1.783 15 5 .581 (a ) 7 .562
-  18 4 - — Nonpartisan  election — ,. 21 2 19

2 | 2 -U n ic am e ra l lea isU tu rr ] |
28 4 32tc) 1 7 (0  2 51 4 7911)
12 4 (h ) (h ) 22 4 14
15 2 .U n ic a m e ra l legislature 11

tag lire  fo llow ing  mem hen in current legislatures a rt  not 
Dem ocrats o r Republicans: A labama I ;  H on d a  I . Massachusetts 3; 
M ississippi I . New Y o rk  I ;  Tennessee senate I ,  house I ;  Vermont I ; 
V ug in io 3. W yom ing I . T o ta l: senate 3. house I I .

( It) A ll senators ran fo r e lection in 1972 and a ll w ill run  every 10 
years I hereafter. Senate districts are divided in to th irds. One g roup 
elects senators fo r terms o f 4 years. 4 years, and 2 years: the second g roup 
fo r terms oi 4 ye an . 2 years, and 4 ye a n ; the th ird  g roup  fo r terms o f  2 
years. 4 years, and 4  yean .

(c l A fter each decennial rcapportinnm cni. lists w ill be d raw n fo r V3 
the senators to  serve an in itia l 2*ycar term Subsequent elections w ill be 
fu r 4»year terms.

Id ) Senate terms beginning in January o f second year fo llow ing  the 
I I S  decennial census anr fo r  2 years on ly 

(e l New Progressive Pa rty  
( 0  Popu la r Democratic fo r t y .
( I )  The constitu tion  p rov ides fo r selection o f add itiona l members 

from  the m inority  p in y  after a general election in which it elects fewer 
than 9 members in the senate and 17 members in the house. Total house 
and senate com position  can reach 104 members

( h) At present there is no organized nationa l party 
(t ) Pa rty  a ffilia tion s were not availab le.

*t = s z s 2 iiiam m m u saa ta aB BBBB3SS&



C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  QUALIFICATIONS F O R  ELECTION T O  S T A T E  OFFICE*

legislature

Stair or 
othfr ju/idiunon

1
(joirrnor and tifulfnanl gnvrrnor

Statf
ati:enl

V.S cuittn rniJfnl
(if art) (irani (Tiber

1
'Ijte

Houtf Srnalf 1
Stair miJrnt l)turi) 

fhtuie Srnate

District 
resident, 
house A 
senate 
(sears)

' ................. 1

Other
A la b am a ..................................... 30 10 7 (a ) 21 23 3 3 1

(b )A la ik a ........................................... 30 7 7 (b ) 21 25 3 3 1
A . l t o n a ) ...................................... 23 10 5(a) 23 25 3 3 1 (O
A tkanaaf ................................... 30 Id l 7 21 25 2 2 1 (c )
C a li fo rn ia ................................... (b ) 3 3 (b ) (b ) lb ) 3 3 1 lb . c)

C o iu r a d o ................................... Id ) 2 25 25 a a a 1
(c )

c o
(  cm n rc tk u t .............................. 30 (h ) 21 21 <b)
( I r ia n  a r t ................................... 12 6 24 27 3 3 1

<e) ib iI  I t x ld a ........................................ 7 (b ) 21 21 2 2
( i t o r j i i ............... ........................ 30 13 6 (a ) 21 25 2 4 1 ( 0

H a w a i i ........................................ 3 (b ) Age n( maturity (1) 3 3 <b>
Id aho .......................................... Id ) 2 lb ) (b l a a .• i (b . c)
I l l in o ia ........................................... 23 (a ll 3 21 21 2 <c)
In d ia n a ...................... ................ 5 3 21 25 2 2 1 (c )
I o n a ............................................. (all 2 21 25 1 1 60  da CO

R an a a a lg )................................... (b ) (b ) . a a (e ) (b )
K e n tu c k y ................................... 30 <410 24 30 2 6 1 ( • )
I . o u k la n a ................................ 3 5 Ik I t 2 2 1

3 m o.
(b )

M a in e * ........................................ 30 13 5 Ii ) 21 23 1 1 (a .c )
M a ry la n d ................................... 5 (h ) 21 25 1 1 0 ) (c )

M a t ta th ta t t lU ......................... 7 3 (O
ib . 'k )M ic h ig a n ................................... 30 (b ) 21 i i <c>

M ln n t . n l . ................................ 25 (all 1 IM (M i i 6  m o. <b)
M ka taa ip p l................................ 20 5 21 25 4 4 2 (b )
M la t tn x l ..................................... 30 13 10 24 30 2 3 1 (b )

M on ta n a ..................................... (d l 2 1 1 6 m o. ( I )
N r b t a .k a ................................... 30 (all 5(1.) It 21 I I 1 <b)
N r .a d a  ........................................ 25 2 (it ) (I II) (m l Cm) (m ) (b )
N »  l la m p a h lr t t  .................. 7 .30 2 7 (O

ib iN tn  J r r w y t ................................. 20 7 21 .30 2 (a ) 4<a) 1
N fn  M a lle t . .............................. I t l) 3 21 23 <e)
Nan V o c k ................................... 30 (d l 5 3 i 1 (c)
N in th  C a ro l l i t a ....................... 5 2 (n ) 25 2 1 <b>
N in th  D a k o t a ......................... (a ll 3 (b l Ik Ik 1 1 ( 0 (b )
O h lid g l ........................................ (b ) (b . o ) lb ) lb ) . . . 1 <b. u)

Oktabocna ................................. (d l (b l 21 23 a . ♦ (c ) (b . i)
O rrg on t ...................................... (d ) 3 21 21 1 ( t )
I'cnnay Iv a n la ............................ 10 (d ) 7 21 25 4<a) 1

1 m o <b. p)K hod t Jala reel...................... (b ) 1 mo. 1 inn (b . pi (M (M 1 mu. 1 mu
South C a ro l in a .......................... 3 3(b) 21 23 . . . (b |

‘rTT'.s.t?



K>Â4

S « n b  D i t o l i .............................   . . .  (d ) 2  * . . .
T e a n r* tc « (q )...................................... 30 (d ) 7 (§ )
T e t a t ..................................................... 30 (d ) 5
lU ah  ( r ) ................................................  30 . . .  * h )  (b )
V e rm on t ................................................ . . .  . . .  4
V lr f ln ia ..................................................  30 (d ) 5 (b )
W r t  K in g to n ........................................  (h ) (d ) . . .  (b )
West V irg in ia ? ...................................  30 . . .  Um) (a . b)
W isc ons in  ................................. (h ) (d ) . . .  (b )
W y o m in g ? ........................................... 30 (d ) 3 (b )
American S a m o a ............................ 33 ( • )  I ( l )
C lu am ..................................................... 30 (d j  3 (b )
Puerto R k o t ...................................... 35 5 3
V irgin Is la n d s ...................................  30 5 . . .  (b )

•S om e states may have established t la lu to ry  qualifications.
f  The sts le does not provide fo r  office o f lieutenant governor. In  A n /o m . O irg n n . and W yom ing , the 

secretary o f state is elected statewide and is first in line o f succession to  governorsh ip , fo r  these reasons, 
that ind ividual is listed as a lieutenant cover nor a lthough o f fit e nui o ff ic ia lly  so tilled . Age cited in 
constitutions o f A ru ona  and W yom ing fo r  this o ffice is 25. O regon  constitu tion  lists no age.

U -U n ic a m e ra l legislature.
(a ) C'mren o f the stale
(b ) Must he a qua lified  voter. M ary land  5 years. M ichigan: governor 4 y ea rs .O k lahom a : ftm onihv. 

V irginia: 3 years.
(c ) U S  c itircn M aine: 3 years 
Id ) Number o f years not specified
(c ) Reside in d istrict, no time lim it Massacb* House I year; Verm ont. House I year
( 0  The age o f m a jo rity  i. . Hawaii is 18
, t )  K anvat and O h io  have no constitu tiona l u »• <om fo r the office o f governor O hm  pi ovules

that n ■ member of Congress or other person hold .. «ie or federa l o l fu e  s h i l l he governor 
(h i Resident and cittren.
( i )  '•ove rn o r must he rcside~4 o f the slate du .m g the term  fo r which he is elected 
(i ) Ii the district has been established feu at least 6 months, residency it t months I f lh e  district was 

established fu r lets than 6  months, residency u  length o f c itahhshmcr* o f district.

(b c) 
(b . n . p ) 

(b ) 
(«.c>

(C. v)

fw) 
(b . c )

(k I N o pcison convicted o f a fe lony  fo r breach o f public t r ia l  w ithin preceding 20 years or convscicd 
fo r  subversion m a ll be eligible

( I )  Sha ll be a resident o f the county d  it contains one o r m ore districts o r o f  the d istrict i f i l contains
a ll o r parts o f m ore than one county

(m ) By statute an  age o f 21 m inimum  and a I year slate residency has b e ta  established fo r 
ntembeiship in the legislature.

(n ) A conflict ou sts b c tw r n tw o articles o f the constitu tion  specifying age fo r  house members 
Depending on  in terpretation , m in imum  age is 21 o r age o f qua lified  voter ( IB )

(o )  N o person convicted o f rm h rr/ lem en t o f public funds shall So ld  any o ffice 
(p ) N o b n lo y  convictions S ou th  D ako ta . West V irginia. N o  bribery , perju ry , o r in fam ous crimes
(q ) O ffice o f lieutenant g overnor was created by statute. He is chosen hy members o f the senate of

which he is a member and the o ffice tea rs the title o f speaker The speaker must reside one year 
immediately picccdmg his election in l i e  county or du irtc i he represents

( r )  I icu ie ium  governor and secretary o f slate arc the same ind ividual.
(s ) M utt le  a I I .S  citiren n r I I  S n a tion ;'
( t )  N o  d ishonoiah le discharge.
(u ) I ive in American Sam oa f i e  5 years and bona fide resident I year.
(v ) Senator must he a registered Matai
( * )  W rite and speak Fnglish and Spanish



O k la h o m a ................ . . .  4 (2 ) 4(U> 4(1) 4(1) 4(1) 4(1) . . . 4(11 4 ( 0 ) 4 ( 0 ) 4<IJ) . . . « U ) Com m issioner o f  charities A cor* 
r rc iio n s— 4 (IJ ): Exam iner A 
inspector— 4 (1 )

O re g o n ....................... . . .  4 ( 2 * 0 . . . 4 < 2W 4 (0 ) 4 (2 1 (0 . . . • . . 4 (U ) . . . 4 ( 0 )
P e n n sy lv an ia .......... . . .  « :> 4 (2 ) 4 (2 ) 4 (2 )
R hod e  Is la n d .......... . . .  2(11) 2 (0 ) 2 (0 ) 2 (0 ) 2 ( 0 )
S ou th  C a ro lin a  . . . 4 ( 0 ) 4 (U | 4 ( 0 ) 4 ( 0 ) . . . 4 (0 1 4 ( 0 ) 4 ( 0 ) . . . ......................................... . . . Adju tan t A inspector genera l—4 (U )
S ou th  D ako ta  . . . . . . .  * 2 ) 4 (2 ) 4 (0 ) 4 ( 0 ) 4 (U ) 4 ( 0 ) 4(11) « U )
Tenrvrsaee.................. . . .  4 ( 0 ) . . . « U )
T e x a s ......................... . . .  4 ( 0 ) 4 (0 ) 4 ( 0 ) 4 ( 0 ) 4 ( 0 ) 4 ( 0 ) 4 (H ) 6(1) R a ilro ad  C om m iss ion—b ( l l )t ' f a h ............................ 4<0 ' ( j l 4 ( 0 ) 4 ( 0 ) 4 (0 ) . . . 4 (1 ))
V e rm on t .................... . . .  2 / 0 ) 21:1) » i u 2 (U ) 2 (0 ) 2 (0 ) . . . ....................... ..................
V irginia ....................... 4 (1 ) 4(11W ashington . . . . . . .  4 (U ) 4 ( 0 ) 4 (0 ) 4 ( 0 ) 4 ( 0 ) 4 (0 ) 4 ( 0 ) 4(11 4C ,
West V irg in ia .......... . . .  * (2 ) 4 (2 ) 4(11 4(1) 4(1) 4(1) . . .
W beo rss ln .................. . . .  4 ( 0 ) 4 ( 0 ) 4 (0 ) 4 ( 0 ) 4 (0 ) 4 ( 0 )
W y o m in g .................. . . . 4 (0 ) 4 (0 ) 4 ( 0 ) . . . 4 ( 0 ) . . . . . . . . . ..................

F irst entry refer* lo  number o f yean  per term . Second en try  ( in  parentheses) refer* to  number o f 
term*, 

fv j Srm bob:
( U ) -  N o  p rov is ion  fo r  number o f terms allowed.

^  (O ) -  Cannot succeed himself.
( I ) — M ay hold  o ffic e  fo r un lim ited number o f term* 

a I Must wait 2 years be fo re being eligible again, 
h j Abso lu te 2-tcnn lim it, not nevessatily consecutive 
c l G ove rn o r and Cabinet ex o ffic io  
d ) C om p tro lle r general is ex o ffic io  insurance com m u iione r.

e l FligiMe fo r ft out o f 12 vears. 
f]  Sccr ..........................................S ecretary o f slate holds this o ffice .

A fter 2 consecutive terms, must wait 2 years before being e lig ib le again .
J Must wait I fu ll term  before being elig ib le fo r  any o ffic e , w ith the exception o f  lieulcnant 

g overnor w ho is eligible immediately fo r  the office o f  governor.
i l A fter 2 consecutive terms, must wait 4 year* before being e lig ib le again .
I) I jc u t r ru n t  g overnor and secretary o f  state are the same ind ividual. 
k | S la te treasurer a ls o  serves as insurance comm issioner.
I) S ia le  auditor is a lso  insurance com m issioner.
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V I I I .

LIMIT TERMS OF OFFICE

The FREE Committee s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e s  i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  

o f  a c i t i z e n  l e g i s l a t u r e  v e r s u s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  law m akers .

For  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  and o t h e r s ,  FRFE f e e l s  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u ld  

be a l i m i t a t i o n  on t h e  number o f  te rm s a R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

and S e n a t o r  may s e r v e .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  a good p o r t i o n  o f  

t h e  r e s p o n d in g  l e g i s l a t o r s  f a v o r e d  t h i s  c o n c e p t .

FREE f e e l s  t h a t  a l i m i t a t i o n  would s e r v e  as  an 

i n c e n t i v e  f o r  more c i t i z e n s  to  s e e k  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  - t h e  

p e r c e p t i o n  b e i n g  t h a t  in cu m b en ts  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  p r e t t y  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n s e a t .  New f a c e s  b r i n g  f r e s h  a p p ro a c h e s  to  

p rograms and i s s u e s ,  need ed  a t  a l l  t i m e s ,  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  

now in  A la sk a  w i th  i t s  v a s t  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  w e a l t h .

When l e g i s l a t o r s  rem ain  in  one house  f o r  a long  

p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  e x c e s s i v e  power o v e r * c o l l e a g u e s  and s t a f f  

seems to  d e v e l o p ,  as  do l e g i s l a t i v e  c l i c h e s .  By d i s p e r s i n g  

th e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  pow er ,  i t  w i l l  be more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  

a h a n d fu l  o f  " lo n g  t im e "  l e g i s l a t o r s  to  c o n t r o l  l e g i s l a t i o n  

c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  w ish es  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y .

One l e g i s l a t o r  commented d u r i n g  th e  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  

i t  was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  even t h e  "good guy" l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  

remain  f r e e  o f  o b l i g a t i o n s  to  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s .  In  t h e

lawmaking p r o c e s s  t h e r e  i s  a lways g iv e  and t a k e ,  and l e g i s -
/

l a t o r s  who have been on t h e  jo b  f o r  a long  t im e  w i l l  

i n e v i t a b l y  b u i l d  up a c e r t a i n  amount o f  " f a v o r s  due"  and

-23-



so  - h a t  i t  becomes i n c r e a s i n g "  d i f f i c u l t" f a v o r s  owed"

to  ju d g e  m a t t e r s  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s o l e l y  on t h e i r

m e r i t

FREE recommends t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i m i t a t i o n s  on th e

te rm s o f  o f f i c e

1. S e n a t e  - two 4 - y e a r  c o n s e c u t i v e  t e r m s .

2. House - f o u r  2 - y e a r  c o n s e c u t i v e  t e r m s .

3. P r e s e n t  in c u m b e n ts  would b e g i n  c o u n t i n g  t h e i r  

t e rm s  w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  law.

U sing  FREE's f o r m u l a ,  l e g i s l a t o r s  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e i r  

c o n s t i t u e n t s  c o u l d  rem a in  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  b u t  would 

have t o  change  Houses e v e r y  e i g h t  y e a r s .  T h e re b y ,  t h e  

r i g h t  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n  t o  choo se  h i s  lawmakers rem a in s  

i n t a c t .
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S e n a t o r  M. "E d "  D a n k w o r t h  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  
D e a r  E d :
B e l a t e d l y  I  am a c k n o w le d g i n g  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  M a rc h  2 1  a n d  t h e  
e n c l o s u r e .  I  h a v e  m ix e d  f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  S JR  4 2 .  As y o u  a c k n o w l ­
e d g e d ,  t h e r e  i s  some v a l u e  i n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  c o n t i n u i t y  a n d  p r o ­
f e s s i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h .
On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  a n  in c u m b e n t  a r e  e n o rm o u s ,  
a s  y c u  s a y .  T he  r e m o t e n e s s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  . . a p i t & l ,  t h e  . . r e l a t i v e l y  } 
s m a l l  s i z e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e 7, a n d  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s ’ o f  n am e ’ 
f a m i l i a r i t y ,  a n d  o t h e r  f a c t o r s ,  c a n  h e l p  m a i n t a i n  a n  ^ o : l d * b o y " * 
n e t w o r k . ’ " I  t h i n k  t h a t  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  w o r k ,  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  f i e l d ,  
a  w o r k e r  c a n  g e t  z a l l o u s e d  a n d  s t a l e  o v e r  t im e .
I  r e a c h e d  t h e  p o i n t  a f t e r  e i g h t  y e a r s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w h e re  
I  was b e g i n n i n g  t o  f o r e s e e  a  l a c k  o f  f r e s h n e s s  o f  i d e a s  o n  my 
p a r t .  I  f e l t  i t  im p o r t a n t  t o  go  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  
a n d  r e g e n e r a t e .  T h e r e  i s  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
when o n e  h a s  r e a l l y  c r e a t i v e  m a t t e r s  o n  h i s  o r  h e r  a g e n d a .  To 
s t a y  u n d e r  t h o s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i s  a  l i m i t a t i o n  o n  a  p e r s o n ' s  
own g r o w t h .  I t  i s  a s  r e f r e s h i n g  t o  l e a v e  a f t e r  a t im e  a s  i t  
i s  t o  o b t a i n  o f f i c e .
A l s o ,  I  t h i n k  t h € : r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  a t t r a c t i v e  i n  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  
c i t i z e n - s t a t e s m a r . . I  1 i k e t h e ^ i d e a j . n 

.ffa  .p .la c a . . l i k e  •■ Al-asikar jfS^aCcl^c:- d u t y  w h ic h ’ c o u c e a ^ d ^ e k t l a e n a : *  
S om e t im e s ! , when o n e  i s  i n  o f f i c e  t o o  l o n g ,  h e  g ro w s  t o

“   ‘ t
I t  i s  a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  m a t t e r  t o  g e n e r a l i z e  a b o u t  b e c a u s e ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  some p e o p l e  s e r v e  f o r  d e c a d e s  w i t h  u n d im in i s h e d  d i s ­
t i n c t i o n .  S e n a t o r  B u t r o v i c h  com es  t o  m in d .  O t h e r s  b ecom e 
c o m p la c e n t  o r  l a z y .
T h e  a rg u m e n t  c a n  b e  made t h a t  t h e  c o m p la c e n t  a n d  l a z y  s h o u l d  be 
r e m o v e d  b y  t h e  p e o p l e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o i c e  
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  d im i n i s h e d .

r e e l  u fieu n e >r,QWtt£fc?>?Bn&*?0rxice t rn e  s e n s e  ' o r  r>ei .iCf.. servant



On b a l a n c e ,  I  would r e s o l v e  my d o u b ts  i n  f a v o r  o f  so m e th in g  l i k e  
GJR 42, e x c e p t  t h a t  I  t h i n k  I  would f a v o r  f o u r  s u c c e s s i v e  te rm s 
f o r  h c u se  members, and t h r e e  s u c c e s s i v e  te rm s  f o r  s e n a t o r s  a s  a 
l i m i t a t i o n ,  and  I  would o n l y  r e q u i r e  a s e n a t o r  t o  s i t  o u t  f o r  two 
y e a r s  i n s t e a d  o f  "one f u l l  t e r m . "

S e n a to r  M.

I  t h i n k  t h e  e f f e c t  would be t o  b r i n g  new b lo o d  and f r e s h  p e r s p e c ­
t i v e s  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  from t im e  t o  t im e  t o  a g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  
t h a n  now i s  t h e  c a s e ,  and I  t h i n k  i t  would h e l p  b r i n g  t h e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  p e o p l e .

Thanks f o r  s e e k i n g  my v ie w s ,  and I  hope t h i s  answ ers  y o u r  i n q u i r y .

B e s t  r e g a r d s ,

JP J /cw
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The  H o n o r a b l e  M. "E d "  D a n kw o r th  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r  
P o u c h  "V "
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 1 1
D e a r  E d :

W h i l e  I  h a v e  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  my l e g a l  c a r e e r  i n  o c c a s i o n a l  
e n g a g em en t  w i t h  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  I  make no c l a im  t o  h a v in g  
w r i t t e n  th e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h a n k s  f o r  t h e  c o m p l im e n t .

I n  g e n e r a l ,  I  a g r e e  t h a t  s o m e th in g  i s  s e r i o u s l y  a m is s  w i t h  t h e  
A la s k a n  s y s t e m  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  I  w o u ld  a g r e e  w i t h  
y o u  ( p e r h a p s  a s  a p a r t i a l  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  d e c a y  o f  t h e  two p a r t y  
s y s t e m )  t h a t  we seem t o  be  m ov in g  t o w a r d s  a s y s t e m  o f  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  
b a s e d  on  p e r s o n a l  f i e f d o m s  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  p ow e r o f  i n c u m b e n c y .
T h i s  s t y l e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  new i n  A m e r i c a ,  b e i n g ,  i n  
some r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  S o u t h  p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  two p a r t y  
s y s t e m ,  t y p i c a l .

A l i m i t a t i o n  on number o f  t e rm s  s e r v e d  w o u ld  h a v e  some e f f e c t  
i n  l i m i t i n g  s u c h  a s y s t e m .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y o n e  s u p p o r t i n g  a 
b e t t e r  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  I  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  S JR  4 2  ( a s s u m in g  ydu  
n a v e  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  b ug s  w o rk e d  o u t ^ .

As I  t h i n k  y o u  c e r t a i n l y  s e n s e ,  we a r e  m ov in g  i n t o  a p e r i o d  o f  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  t im e s  i n  g o v e r n m e n t .  G o v e rn m en t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  d e c a d e  
w i l l  n o t  be s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  n o rm a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  t a x p a y e r  r e s i s t a n c e .  
We a r e  m ov in g  f r o m  a fo rm  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  w h ic h  i s  r e g u l a t o r y  and  
la w m a k in g  and  w h ic h  p r o v i d e s  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  a g o v e r n m e n t  
b u i l t  a r o u n d  th e  f u n c t i o n  o f  d i s b u r s e m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  w e a l t h .  I  
w on d e r  w h e t h e r  t h e  w h o le  s y s t e m  d o e s n ' t  need  some e x a m in a t i o n  u n d e r  
t h i s  s t y l e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  o r ,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  we n e e d  t o  g e t  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  o u t  o f  t h i s  l i n e  o f  b u s i n e s s .

• W A S H IN G T O N  S T A T E  A N D  A L A S K A  S T A T E  B A R S .
S K A  B A R  O N L Y .  A L L  O T H E R S  W A S H IN G T O N  S T A T E  B A R  O N L Y .
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R e t u r n i n g  t o  y o u r  p r o p o s a l ,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  
d i r e c t i o n . ' ' ' W h e t h e r ' i t ' w i l l  c u r e  t h e  d i s e a s e  o r  n o t ,  u n a c c om p a n ie d -  
b y  o t h e r - r e m e d i e s , i s  a n o t h e r - q u e s t i o n .  ^

S i n c e r e l y ,

JEH rdw
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The H o n o r a b l e  M. "E d "  D a n k w o r t h  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  
D e a r  S.ena4r^>!r~ D a n k w o r t h :
T h i s  i s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  
a s k i n g  my v i e w s  on  .SJR  4 2 ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  amend t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
t o  l i m i t  t h e  n um be r o f  c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s  a  l e g i s l a t o r  may 
s e r v e .
W h i l e  I  c a n  w e l l  u n d e r s t a n d  an d  s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  y o u r  c o n c e r n  
a b o u t  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  p ow e r  i n  t o o  fe w  h a n d s  i n  t h e  \ 
l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y ,  I  am f r a n k l y  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h e  a p p r o a c h - . o f  
l i m i t i n g  t e rm s  p r o v i d e s  t h e  b e s t  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h a t  p r o b l e m . ]  
P e r h a p s  I  am t o o  s t r o n g  a n  a d v o c a t e  o f  y o u r  e x p r e s s e d  p e r s o n a l  
p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  w o u ld  g e n e r a l l y  o p p o s e  a n y  la w  r e s t r i c t i n g  
t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  c h o o s e  a  c a n d i d a t e .  I t  s eem s  t o  
me t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t o o  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a p ow e r  s t r u c t u r e  i n  
t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  c a n  and  d e f i n i t e l y  s h o u l d  b e  a d d r e s s e d ,  
b u t  t h r o u g h  a d i f f e r e n t  m e c h a n ism .
I t  i s  n o t  my i n t e n t  t o  e l a b o r a t e  o n  t h o u g h t s  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  
a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  t h o u g h  I  w o u ld  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  d i s c u s s  
th em  w i t h  y o u  s o m e t im e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  i f  y o u  s h o u l d  d e s i r e  
i t .  A t  t h e  moment I  w o u ld  s im p l y  r e i t e r a t e  my c o n c e r n  t h a t  
r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  c h o i c e  i n  i t s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  
i n  my v i e w  i s  n o t  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n s w e r .
W i t h  p e r s o n a l  r e g a r d s  I  am

V e r y  t r ^ l y  y o u r s ,

jlIfa w / f.Thomas B . S t e w a r t  
P r e s i d i n g  J u d g e



D e a r  E d :

P r i o r  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  I  would have opposed  l e g i s l a t i o n  
s i m i l a r  t o  y o u r  SJR 42 .  t>ut i n  t h a t  c o n v e n t i o n  I  gave a l o t  o f  t h o u g h t  t o  
j u s t  such  a l i m i t a t i o n  s i n c e  we were going  t o  l i m i t  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  and i n  a 
s e n s e  p u t  a l i m i t a t i o n  upon ° t a t e  j u d g e s .

/ f t e r  c o n v e n t i o n  h o u r s ,  Dayton Keene, who was t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b ra n c h  comm 
a d v i s o r ,  Weldon -<Cooper, Emil Sa^y ,  a n d  E r n e s t  h a r t l e y  o f t e n  met i n  my a p t  
t o  d i s c u s s  j u s t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  y o u r  b i l l ,  f r a n k l y  I  was lo o k in g  f o r  s u p p o r t  
from t h e  c o n s u l t a n t s .

My p r e s e n t a t i o n  to  them, was t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  we had many poor  G o v e rn o r s -  
( o f  which  we co u ld  do n o t h i n g )  and t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  had been 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1913 we had had some p r e t t y  p o o r  l e g i s l a t o r s .  I n  t h o s e  d ay s  
t h e  m in in g  i n d u s t r y  and f i s h i n g  i n t e r e s t s  p r e t t y  w e l l  c o n t r o l l e d  t h o s e  s m a l l  
l e g i s l a t u r e s  o f  24  p e o p l e ,  o u t  a s  s t a t e  hood e f f o r t  r e a l l y  came to l i f e  w i t h  
t h e  ad v en t  of  E r n e s t  G rue in g  a s  g o v e r n o r  t h e  f u l l  p r e s s u r e  o f  i n d u s t r y  was 
f e l t ,  we had a number of p ro  mining and  p ro  f i s h  l e g i s l a t o r s  who r e a l l y  con ­
t r o l l e d  the  l e g i s l a t u r e — much o f  i t  by s e n i o r i t y .  bough t  t o  p u t—a- r e e t r ai-n 
■o n - th o  l o g i n l t t u r c K

Dayton  Keene who had Deen a l e g i s l a t o r  f o r  some y e a r s  f e l t  my a rg u e m e n ts  were 
v a l i d  and t h a t  t h i s  m ig h t  now De t h e  t im e  to p u t  i n  a l i m i t a t i o n -  so was 
B a r t l e y  i n c l i n e d .  The o t h e r s  w ere  o f  the  o p i n i o n  t h e r e  p r o b a b ly  v<as a 
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  such  a c t i o n ,  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  a s  w e l l  a s  some o t h e r  s t a t e s .  We 
a l l  a g r e e d  t h a t  u n i c a m e r a l i s m  would i n  no way b e t t e r  the s i t u a t i o n ,  ^u t  
t h e n  t h e r e  was a rguem en t  p r e s e n t e d  t h a t  t h e  p eo p le  m igh t  f e e l  and " i n f r i n g e ­
ment on v o t e r s  r i g h t s .

As I  look  back now, I  t h i n k  the  p e o p le  would have a c c e p t e d  t h a t  l i m i t a t i o n  
w i t h o u t  a c o m p l a i n t ,  b ecause  I  h e a r d  v e ry  few q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  l i m i t a t i o r
on  th e  G overnor  t e n u r e .

I  b e l e i v e  we d i s c u s s  t h e  s u n j e c t  i n  our  com mit tee  m e e t i n g  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s s -  
i o n s .  I  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  m a t t e r  e x t e n s i v e l y  w i th  my f r i e n d  S e n a to r  Vic R i v e r s  
who was cha i rm an  o f  t h e  E x e c u t iv e  b ran c h  co m m it tee .  He was i n c l i n e d  to  a g r e e  
i n  p r i n c i p a l  a s  he was i n c l u d i n g  the l i m i t a t i o n  on the g o v e rn o r  i n  h i s  a r t i c ]  
u i v e r s  q u i e t l y  p o l l e d  a number o f  c o n v e n t i o n  d e l e g a t e s  r e p o r t i n g  back to  me 
t h a t  though t h e y  a g re e d  on t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  l i m i t a t i o n  t n e r e  was no f a v o r^ b ]  
c o n c e n su s  r e l a t i v e  t o  l e g i s l a t o r s .  So, I  l e t  the  m a t t e r  go a s  we a l r e a d y  had 
some n o v e l  i d e a s  i n  o u r  a r t i c l e .

I t  i s  my f e e l i n g ,  i n  the l i g h t  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o v e r  
t h e  l a s t  8 o r  10 s e s s i o n s ,  t h e  p e o p le  might  now be r e q d y  to  a c c e p t  a l i m i t  
on te rm s  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  t h e y  nave s e e n  the b e n e f i t s  o f  
a l i m i t a t i o n  on the  g o v e r n o r .

I  d o u b t  i f  y o u r  SJR 42 w i l l  p a s s  i n  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e - - t o o  many have a "good 
t h i n g "  g o in g  f o r  t h e m s e lv e s .  B u t ,  i f  someone hadd the  t ime a n d  e n e rg y  t o  
s e e  i t  t h ro u g h  v i a  r e f e r e n d u m ,  I ’m c e r t a i n  i t  would p a s s .

C e r t a i n l y  t h e  t im e  has  come to  p u t  some b r a k e s  on the  l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h i s  
maybe a s t a r t .

I  am a g r e e d  w i t h  y o u r  b i l l ,  I  hope i t  p a s s e s .

S M
, \\M >
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B e r t  H a l l  ~
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A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0  

D e a r  M r .  H a l l :
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  n o t e  e x p r e s s i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  S J R - 9 ,  w h i c h  I  
c o - s p o n s o r ,  w h ic h  w o u ld  p l a c e  a  l i m i t a t i o n  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
c o n s e c u t i v e  t e rm s  l e g i s l a t o r s  ( b o t h  H o u s e  & S e n a t e )  m ay  s e r v e  
i n  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .
T h e  p r o p o s a l  h a s  d ra w n  a  g r e a t  a m o u n t  o f  s u p p o r t  j u d g i n g  b y  
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I  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  t a k i n g  t im e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  s u p p o r t .  T h a n k s ,  
a g a i n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

ED DANKWORTH 
S e n a t o r

ED/mg



Our Juneau bureau’
JUN EA U  — I f  Sen. E d  

Dankworth had his way, nearly 
half the state’s 60 legislators 
would be dlsqualifed. from, hold­
ing office.. .

A constitutional amendment 
proposed by the Anchorage Re­
publican would lim it state sena­
tors to two consecutive1 terms 
in office and representatives 
three terms.

As it stands, 17 members of 
the House and 10 members of 
the Senate now a re  at o r be­
yond D ankw orth ’ s proposed 
lim its. One o f them, Sen. Rob-

. e r t  Z ieg le r, D -K e tch ikan , is  qualify fo r the 1980 election 
chairman o f the Senate Jud i- ballot and pass, the limitation 

• d a ry  Committee,* which was - would apply only to those terms 
assigned the task o f studying j , j ) f  office to follow . ■ - 
Dankworth’sb ilL . i  - j    ”

F o r  that* reason, among o th - !
" era, most, observers here w er­

en’ t giving the b i ll much 
chance of passage.

However, Dankworth, serv­
ing his first term  in the Senate, 
attempted to meet his more 
senior colleagues ha lf way by 
including a “ g ra n d fa th e r”  • 
clause in the bill. >

So, if it should win a tw o-;
^thirds m ajority of both houses, •

A limit on service
ALASKA HAS HAD, over the 

• years, a number of men and women 
who have served well for long peri­
ods of time as members of the legis­
lature. That has been a plus for the 
territory and the state. But there are 
some offsetting minuses connected 
with long tenure in the legislature. 
And there is mounting evidence that 
the negative is beginning to far out­
weigh the positive.

Recognizing that legislative sen­
iority also can lead to legislative 
abuses, one member of the Alaska 
Senate has proposed to put a lid on 
the number of consecutive terms a 
person could serve. The proposal has 
merit and deserves thoughtful con­
sideration.

Sen. Ed Dankworth, the Anchor­
age Republican who two weeks ago 
was kicked off the Senate Finance 
Committee when he refused to play 
bail .with , some senior members of 
the club, proposed this the other day 
in a resolution calling for a constitu­
tional amendment.

IF APPROVED by the legisla­
ture — and that’: a big “IP’ — the 
resolution would go on the ballot for 
action by the voters, of the suite. It 

‘ ' calls for the imposition of a-constitu- 
- • tional limit restricting a person to 
‘ two consecutive terms, in the Senate 

or three, consecutive terms in the. 
House. \V 1 ■

The-net effect would be to allow a 
person.six years of continuous House 

. service or eight straight years of ser­
vice in the Senate:- .
,+ To make the proposal more palat*

able and to give it at least a chance, 
of passage by the current crop of leg­
islators, Sen. Dankworth included a 
grandfather clause. Under its provi­
sions, the counting of terms would 
begin with approval of the constitu­
tional amendment. Incumbent sena­
tors and representatives with long 
tenure — including such luminaries 
as Sens. Bill Ray of Juneau, Bob 
Ziegler of Ketchikan, George Hoh- 
man of Bethel, John Sackett of Ga­
lena and Clem Tlllton of Halibut 
Cove — would not be immediately 
affected. »

THE RESOLUTION has drawn 
some initial support. Signing on as 
co-sponsors were Republicans Arliss i 
Sturgulewski and W.E. Bradley andi 
Democrats Pat Rodey and Terry > 
Stimson, all of Anchorage. j

That's a good start. But clearly ip 
Is not enough. To succeed, the pro-i 
posal must have widespread support,; 
even from districts that-have long; 
placed their legislative affairs in the 
hands of one or two individuals.

A constitutional amendment lim- 
' iting tenure would bring two signifi­
cant. changes. Jt would guarantee | 
that a fresh flow of Ideas, personali-1 
ties and backgrounds would be in-1 
jected Into the legislative process. ' 
And it would be a barrier to the crea- -j 
tion of legislative dynasties and»j 
would prevent any single legislator i 
from assuming, on the basis of sen- j 
iority, a seat of power that could im- 1 
•pair good government for all the peo- 

• pleof Alaska. :
' * ; -  !•*** •«**** • T ,

.  ■ -• • • • •• "  .1,.hmi    I l  . . . .  I . , . .  n  . . . .  I



T i l l i o n  t r a c k s  d o w n  o n  S e n a t e  t r a v e l

JUNEAU <AP)—An angry Senate meetings scheduled in Juneau. But *T’m not going to sign any more
president has announced that senators Tillion said he wanted some committee travel requests during the week,” he
traveling out of Juneau during the week reports, such as recommendations for said. “From now on, they are on their
will be on their own tab and not the “sunset" legislation to be officially own money. There's no reason to go
state’s, unless the travel is absolutely received. trucking off somewhere. They've had
necessary. Ten members showed up when Tillion their fun and games." ^

Senate President Clem Tillion made convened the Senate shortly after 10 Tillioh said the Senate has two'weeks
the statement today after the Senate a.m. Eight members had been officially of work left to do this year, and that the
was one short of the necessary 11 excused previously, and two who were members were trying to extend that
members for a quorum. absent—Pat Rodey and Ed Dank- over another two months.

The House took the day off, and for worth—did not appear. He said that perhaps it was time for
the last two weeks members of the Tillion has long been an opponent of the voters to force the Legislature into a 
Senate have received permission to be three-day weekends for the time limit on its sessions,
formally excused. But Tillion refused to Legislature. When the House took Feb. “This is absolutely uncalleu for." he
give the entire body the day off. 15 off, he refused to allow the Senate to said.

The Senate had no business on its take a holiday, saying if members knew
calendar and there were no committee they did not have to be in Juneau th a t------------------------------1—

Friday, they wouldn't have any com­
mittee work on Thursday.

After failing to get a quorum. Tillion 
expressed his anger at some members 
of the Senate who were holding a 
hearing in Anchorage on the Alaska 
Renewable Resources Corp.

_ "This is the capital of Alaska and this i  • • • «
I I 2 h K 3  If wHete P“P‘e sh°u,ld c° ™  t0 £  L i m i t  p r o p o s e do w S S i s r s S g S  « § 3 « g c  jheard by (he Legislature, he said. * r

*Then he announced he was cutting off A*«>d»u>d Pre*
<-■ =•■ -S' 2 1/1 E> ^^the travel expense reimbursements for Juneau—State senators vould be
-  = “ =•&> £ ° 3 <= 3 2. § 3 g 2*-5'c  "̂ ŝenators who leave Juneau during the limited to two terms and representa-
o 2 g Sto § o 3 ̂  Z £ 2 £ 3 3 f  3 _ ^  • week. tives to three under a constitutional
-■g § 73 i l j o  ii 2 > amendment proposed in the Alaska
= |  ”  5  w s: * ■< r  * 5 * - Senate-° 2. -  = Sen. Ed Dankworth, R-Anchor-

% o**9

gm—  ^ 3  age. filed the measure.
3 3 “ “ = ?  joS . The amendment would disqualify
“ Z g ;r 3 • £ 3 “ -  i  -  Q Q  nearly half the state's 60 legislators
§■3 - <i ' S u Z b o TS-= from office. At present, 17 members
2.SS 5 2* ‘i.ZSo. of the House and 10 members of the
ra a n r 1" ? = 3n < E ° =• Senate are beyond Dankworth's pro-
= 9 a ° §  S E a f  | ? 1  2  posed limits,o 3 o a 3 •< S o u o .  £.63. £>s.
O  3  M  C/3 X  3 -  U I J S l H  5 "  3 -  w  • a t  _S l g . § a | S s 5 ? ^ E g ) | S  = 2 S 3
a ^ s i o  =  a = | s { § 3  3 . g - ^ = 3 - s s f i e  r *

; ? g u g ; != r  CO
" j S j i p  S h ™ ' *  «  ^  r \  A *» #cU t«dP re»»2 — s a o . 3 , = ? m 3 * R K 2 ? _ , - o _  , \ \

® CO Wildlife board stipend rises
3^ “ ffS o “  ' 9 “ yi O P  AnocUttd 1’rtM
£5S-og-§,g' ,,5=S g = o ?  5 V P  Juneau -  Members of the state

B o a r d  o f  Fisheries and Board of
< 32a>a £ ':’ = Game would receive $150 per day in

a W  p e r  diem for attendance at boardg S ' I ^ i a  ~  'meetings under a bill approved by
 ̂3 £ 3 2 l o  * 3- y p  the Senate today.

5 2 a- 2 § £ -  -  I S  „  2 I  2* The bill (SB358) was passed 19-1.
3-S5?£«= 2.3 g-o o |  ^  and now goes to the House.

i i “ H |  3  Q  \  Currently , M f f l g *board members  ..... ■>- •*'
< —oo. srn * 3- £ £ 5 A receive travel ex-
3cnag^H°.ig':™ ^  <£ £ Tl ^  penses plus 5100
3£-o2f»E|^ "••oS.l jH. CO for each day going
S i n s . o s S S i S M e T 1’ ®? to and from boatd

meetings and for 
• each day of meet-

= &2 “ 3 §.££ 2 ;  ings. The bill
n §r& E3 would . increase

' 3 ’ 2 ~p the per diem to , __
!'< 3 S iS . s i  5150 per day. DANKWORTH
-  o * ~ 3 : “ - H b-2 * Sen. Ed Dank-

* =f * S! a. g. =. f  = 3 C/5 worth, R-Anchorage, cast the lone
w _ „ E 5 3 ,j  k  3 § "no" vote.vi u f  iS “■» i  2. 3,.'5 cl s  •vy



Safety valve
GOV. JAY HAMMOND has

proposed several times that 
Alaska’s governor should 
serve only a single, six-year 
term. He hasn’ t detonated 
much of a public explosion in 
support o f the concept.

But there appears to be 
growing support, even among 
legislators, fo r a constitutional 
limit to the number o f con­
secutive terms that can be 
served by members of the 
state’s House and Senate.

Sen. Ed Dankworth, an An­
chorage Republican, is a 
leader in this movement and 
he vows to press hard in the 
next session to win converts to 
his cause.

His idea is to avoid the 
buildup of legislative power in 
the hands of a few senators or 
representatives who now— by 
virtue of long years in office — 
pretty much rule the roost 
when it comes to influencing 
activities in Juneau.

ONE PROPOSAL is 'hat 
members of the House serve 
no more than three consecu­
tive two-year terms and mem­
bers of the Senate be limited

to no more than two consecu­
tive four-year terms.

Such a limitation would 
help insure a turnover in of­
fice and guarantee that, peri­
odically, new faces, new ideas 
and new personalities would 
flavor the legislative pot.

Under normal circum­
stances, there might be no at­
traction to the concept of lim­
iting legislative service. But 
these are not normal times in 
Alaska.

THE STATE IS facing 
many years when enormous 
sums of money will be availa­
ble fo r appropriation. It can 
be handed out wisely and used 
well. Or it can become a treas­
ure to be plundered.

The fear is that the tempta­
tion to misuse this wealth 
might increase with the length 
of time a person serves in the 
legislature and thus assumes 
more and more power.

Signs already are blowing 
in the wind, indicating the 
danger is real. Sen. Dank­
worth’s ideas on the subject 
merit serious consideration in 
the 1981 legislative session.

*....  -V.  ̂*}/
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^|l ALASKA . HAS HAD, over the:;, able and to.give it at least a chance: 
■>. • . years, a number of men and women : /of passage by the current crop of leg-(

j. ' who have served Well for long'peri-.- iislators, Sen. Dankworth Included a<
("•••■! . ods of time as members of the legls-! grandfather clause; Under Its provi-
! lature. That has been a plus for.the'' sions, the counting of terms would/

territory and the state. But there are',;̂ begin with approval of the constitu-.i 
i' ■< , some offsetting minuses connected'Vi tlonal amendment.-Incumbent sena-jl 

. .with long tenure In the legislature.  ̂tors • and' representatives with lbngj • ' i 'Anri there is rhnnntlno eviHpnre'that':K tenure including such luminaries'!

k . r  _ lority also can lead to legislative ; \iena. and Clem ;Till|on '■ ‘bf- .Hai out 
r abuses,' one member of the Alaska ;, Cove would,not bê Immediately 
f/V- ’;’ Senate has proposed to put a lit}, on, a f f e c t e d . - . i r i - . ' i  /  *1 

the number of consecutive term’s a - - V * &«•’t j
r ‘ .. , ' person could serve. The proposal has, •; . THE; RESOLUTIONihas drawn) 

: merit and deserves thoughtful!con* .rlsome Initial support̂ Signing on asi 
slderation. ‘ , . , co-sponsors were Republicans Arllss]»’ . /« .-  # --------• - » ' -------- 1 i t i  «   n . . J  _ ' _ J  i

Committee when he refused to play .; • That’s a good start. But clearly It; 
ball .v Ith some senior members of . • is' not enough. To isu'cceed, the pro1.

, . the club, proposed this the'other, day ;- posal must have widespread support,; 
, / ‘ In a resolution colling for a constl|u-;̂  even from districts that have long-,

tlonalamendment. placed their legislative/affairs in tĥ j
’ ’*'• ‘ ' • ' v  hands of one or two individuals,

' IF APPROVED.by the legisla- ; A constitutional amendmentlim-? 
ture — and that’s u big "If” — the * itlng tenure would bring two signlfl-r£ 
resolution would go on the ballot for. .cant .changes. Jit would guarantee,! 
action by the voters of the state. It . that a fresh flow of Ideas, personnli-j>j 
calls for the Imposition of a constitu-j ties and backgrounds would be in-/)

• tlonal limit restricting a person to' jected into the legislative.process.;1
i two consecutive terms.in the Senate s Arid it would be a barrier to the crea-, i

or three consecutive terms in ,the lion of legislative dynasties ••and/;.
House. .**,'••' : i* would prevent any'single• legislator

The net effect would be to allow a from assuming, on'the basis of' sen/']
person six years of continuous House lority, a seat of power that could Im- \

V i i l l i ili liiOiiiijiiilMiii
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Legislative terms
WITH THE growing inter­

est in setting a  constitutional 
o r statutory limit on the 
amount of money Alaska's 
state government can spend 
on operating expenses, the 
time might also be ripe to con­
sider another limitation.

What about putting a lid on 
how many terms a person can 
serve in the legislature?

Alaska’s governor is re­
stricted to two consecutive 
terms. I f  such a limit makes 
good sense fo r the state’s 
chief executive, it might make 
equally good sense to bar peo­
ple from  building up legisla­
tive empires.

The two-term limit on the 
office o f governor is to pre­
vent the prospect of having a 
Huey Long seize control of the 
most powerful gubernatorial 
office in all America. When 
Alaska’s constitution was 
drafted back in 1956-57, such a 
prospect was very much in the 
mind o f the constitutional del­
egates.

HOWEVER, they saw no 
similar danger in the legisla­
tive branch. That’s under­
standable. No one could have 
envisioned the immense, 
power Alaska's lawmakers 
have today.

The subject did arise, says 
Steve McCutcheon, the dele­
gate whose subcommittee 
dealt with the matter of legis­
lative terms. It was discarded, 
he says, a fte r only cursory 
consideration — but, in retro­
spect, it appears such a limit 
would have been wise.

Insofar as we have been, 
able to determine, no other 
state imposes a constitutional 
limit on consecutive years of 
service in the legislature.

But several states do 
achieve something of the 
same result by requiring, 
either through custom or rule, 
that a legislator bow out after 
serving in a m ajor leadership

A man who has been 
speaker of the House, fo r ex­
ample, would not seek re-elec­
tion after serving in that posi­
tion. Another might cap his o r 
her career as president o f the 
Senate. The same limitation 
could apply to those who enjoy 
special authority as majority 
or minority leaders o r as 
chairmen o f principal legisla­
tive committees, such as Fi­
nance or Rules.

The reasons fo r such limi­
tation are obvious.

Fo r one thing, mandatory 
transfer of legislative power
— by upward movement 
through the chairs, as it were
— would avoid the possibility 
that one legislator, or group of 
legislators, c r i ld  carve out a 
fiefdom within the legislative 
structure.

For another, it would guar­
antee an infusion of fresh 
blood, fresh energy and fresh 
ideas into the legislative pro­
cess. Certain House and Sen­
ate seats have become virtu­
a lly  the persona! possession of 
legislators who run time after 
time with no opposition or 
only a token show by a chal­
lenger.
• THE POSSIBILITY of leg­
islative abuse of power, never 
before a worry in Alaska, has 
become more and more 
alarming as the state’s in­
come and wealth soars. In re­
cent months, examples have 
begun to become evident.

A legislator armed with a 
seat that is awarded to him 
election a fter election can 
hardly resist the temptation to 
become arrogant. And there 
are other temptations, fa r 
worse, that come with exces­
sive legislative power.

For the benefit of a ll con-' 
cemed, including legislators, 
consideration should be given 
to limiting terms of office — 
as well as government spend­
ing.
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M y to  «  person who Is  e lec ted : " L w * . 'yon a re  n o t s  new resident o f  "Wash- -  
ington—-you a re  a. resident, o f  your. own State o r  y o n r own districts T o n  a re  
o f  the people who Bent yon  here, and  yon w ill eventua lly , whether: you  lik e  i i  
o r  not, be returning- to'-them.**. ' •The second thing tha t would be gained has to  do w ith  the human tendency 
to  w ant to preserve you rse lf In  a  gcccl jo b  by saying “ Yea" to everybody and “ N o" to nobody. That's cue o f  the problem s In  Government now.- 

Q. A re  you saying tha t law m akers w o rry  too much a boat catting re-elected?
A . Yes. I  would hope tha t a  lim ita tion  on service w ou ld  create a  g reate r 

sense.of_!nd?pendenre and a  c rea to r, w illlngnesa to c a ll .them as we see thoim.
. J»  q ,. B a t  i f  .every''secoad-term Sena to r w ere a  lam e  duck, im ffis lb le fdf'«a; new 

-tecawwou ldn't.tbe Senate’s  respowdveness t o  tH i  publicLbe rednced?(r “  ‘' . ^
' A . No. F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  the people I  know  here who have a lready  announced 
they're not co in? to be retu rn ing have jU3t  a s  great a sense o f  responsib ility to 
th s ir e lectorate — 1 a t , v '™n mania'*, running and rr.ao lr.v .

Y b tr "elect people ’ t o b e j  ttoFw iilBB  g publiRMJtrthKfc'' su t re y s f T o tT ’*
^el^ct them toexerdre their best judgment on behakf o t  the people who scztr' 
'  them here^So I  don’t think that there la anything necessarily bcsodrial about |  

^  being consumed with the need to-touch.every.baac and re«m»ln.rnoraia^ x r \  
.̂.A?BTT..laace Ju s t to get re-elected. J > •

Too many politic ians nave to too many people f o r  too long. They
have attempted to aggregate support from  one interest group a fte r  another in 
order to stay here fo reve r. .,

Q. In  most fle ld3, i t  Is assumed tha t experience sharpens a person's sh ills . 
Isn 't th is true o f  Government service, too?

A. I  had a lw ays been to ld  tha t when you come to the Senate as a  freshman, 
you ’re  supposed to be seen but not heard. B u t I  haven't found tha t to be true 
at a ll. W e a re  expected to s ta rt  acting like  Senators the day we a rrive .

Secondly, we’ve a lready crossed th is bridge w ith respect to the Presidency. 
Presidents, as a m atter o f constitu tional law’, a re  to serve no more than two 
terms.

And th ird , I  wonder I f  being a  Washington type Is the lflnd o f  experience, a 
person reaJly should have. There Is a t  least as much wisdom spread through­
out the country as there Is here. I  am  one who does not believe th a t W ashing­
ton has some monopoly on intelligence o r  on the righ t hind o f experience.

x x x p m o  c o n ta c t  w it h  “ s x a i , w o u l d ”
Q. Even, so, shouldn’ t I t  be up to the voters to decide whether a leg is la to r 

deserves another term , Instead o f mandating a lawmaker's retirement a fte r 12 
years?

A. I  th ink there is i  trade-oiT— nnd the gain would be substan tia lly  greater 
than what would be given up. You would be removing the possib ility o f one 
pereon 3ar7ing In perpetuity, bnt in  the State o f U issou ri, fo r  example, there 
are thousands o f people who a re  fu lly  competent to serve In tbc. United States 
Senate. Th is would resu lt In a very  m inim al reduction in the pool o f qualihed 
people.

The gain, again, is  the reduced incentive fo r  a member o f Congress to try  
to prom ise the world . No m atte r how much you promised, no matter how good 
you r public re lations might be, you would know that you would be re t im in g  to 
the w orkaday w orld  as a m atter o f constitu tional requirement.

Tha t Is precisely the k ind o f message that people here should be g iven : I t  
Is certain tha t you a re  going to have to re tu rn  to the rea l world and live w ith 
t h o.Ia«m»o?oawhelpod,aaaaLi

to  .> o l iah th<jT' ro  ^ —
em to u a y T rT h U '-n u t lU ir& ra  p ro fe ss ion a l Itleg isla-

^ Q . In  effect, then, you 
A . Tj l ,  nM M ’ i'TTTM  problem

ind we seem to keey fa rth e rin g  that notion.
Congress Is a lm ost a lw ays la  session. W c have ju s t enacted In the Senate 

an ethics code which, in effect, says tha t we don’t want Senators Involved in 
the workaday w orld . In  the name o f ethics, we want them to free  themselves 
from  practice o f law  o r practice o f  medicine o r business so they w ill be ava il­
able here fu l l  time.

I  th ink that is probab ly moving In the w rong direction. W e shonld view 
Government as a citizens' arm y, as made up o f citizens who are perform ing 
public service fo r  a lim ited period o f  time.
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(B y  M im l N oe l) . .
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F o o t  re la tive ly  freshm an Members o f  Congress have decided to challenge a  
po litica l system tha t has resisted change fo r  189 years. Chances, a re ,’ t t e 7 
won’ t succeed and won't he remembered fo r  th e ir e f fo r t

And s t i ll they try  •  •  •  .
Sen3. B enn l3 DaConclni (D -A r ls ) and John C. D an fo rth  (R -M o ) have jo ined 

Reps. John W . Jcnrette (D -SO ) and Robert W . Kasten (R -W Ia ) In  an attempt 
to change the length o f  service fo r  Members o f Congraa3 and the Prositjar.t. 
-U l.h a re  accapiad pcsiticna, as directors, o f the new l7-form ed Foundation f o r  
the study- o f Presidentia l and Congressional Term *. '

“ V/a’ra try ing fo r  j r a «3  roots support," B rp . Jcn rette says, exp la in ing : " T ie  
Congressional route has not had the support o f aen lor Membera *  *  *  th l3 is 
a new route— through the public."

The fo u r  Congressmen have introduced leg is la tion tha t wonld lim it, by 
Constitutional amendment, Congressional service. House Membera would be 
allowed to serve s ix  two-year term s while Senators wonld be allowed two 
six -year terms. The law -makers alao proposed a single s ix -year term  fo r  the 
P res iden t

In  a press conference this week they agree tha t the "b a tt le  Is uph ill."
And s t i ll '.hey t ry  •  * •
"The ideu has been introduced a number o f times," Rep. Jen rette aald In an 

Interview  in the co rrid o r outside the House F loo r. "B u t I t  never got anywhere 
w ith Individual Members supporting it  y •  •  the Foundation takes away the 
self-serving aspects o f It ."

The group which w ill be directed by John C. G artland , a fo rm e r adm inistra­
tive assistant to Rap. R ichard K e lly  (R -F la ) ,  is 3e t.to  atudy fo u r basic ques­tions :

Should there be a lim it to the number o f  years a Member o f Congresa can 
serve?

Should the terms fo r  House Members be lengthened to three o r  fo u r years?
Should Members o f Congress be required to resign from  oidce when actively 

seeking other federal o:2ce?
Should the President be lim ited to one, extended term In o flce?
The Foundation expects to capture attention through a program  o f public 

forumB such as college debates, speeches and essay contests.
Throughout the past decade new Members o f Congress have become In­

creasingly restless w ith the bureaucracy involved in moving legislation through 
the Congre3P. More than a few have cited senior Members, committee chairmen 
to a large extent, fo r  m anipulating the due process.

These younger Members have come to believe that lim iting the number o f 
terms— In both the House and the Senate would w ork " fo r  the people."

"A fte r serving in Congress fo r  two terms, I  personally believe there Is an 
urgent need to In ject new blood and fresh ideas into ou r po litica l system," 
Rep. Kasten said.. "The Issue o f lim ited terms has been around fo r  some time, 
but It has yet to c raw  the attention and serious study It deserves."

Rem arking on ‘Vn anti-W ashington" mooa, Rep. Kasten said "professional 
po litic ians" f a l l  to i>spond to the "concerns o f average Americans."

Neverthe less the Foundation has definite goals in mind. By next year, they 
hope to present the public with a chance to vote on the question o f lim iting 
both Congressional and Presidentia l term s on eight o r  10 statew ide ba llo ts ’ '

T o  Congressional sages who sat In on the Foundation's meeting. It was :he 
same old argument o f "new blood" rersna seniority.

(186)
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' rBut each of the Congressmen present stressed the Importance of legislators
retaining to private life, subject to the very laws he had voted on.

The legislators pointed to their own determination to retire after 12 yean. 
But individual efforts would have little meaning unless the majority of Mem* 
Ders in Congress showed active support

Now, Jenrette is faced with the task of trying to find colleagues with 12 
years or .iiore seniority, to support the measure.

“We ought to have some Members in the House and Senate who have reached 
the terms by which they would liave to retire in our proposal to give greater 
emphasis to what we have to say,” Jenrette said.

Rep. Jenrette has already approached retiring Rep. George Shipley (D-H1), 
with 22 years in the House, to lend his support to the anti-seniority proposal.

And still they try • * ♦
But among his colleagues, Jenrette has found apprehensions that he did not

chare.
“ I've found one o f the biggest concerns in lim iting  the terms la  th a t some 

great contribution might be l0 3 t ,”  Jenrette said. “ They point to  someone lik e  
Thomas Jefferson who was quite sen io r by the time he made many significant 
contributions.”

Jenrette, a t 41, finds tbe concept appealing that In  eight and one-half years 
he w ill retu rn  to p riva te  business. A fo rm e r law yer, he a lready has plana a foo t 
“ to set my business np”  once he leaves Congress.

3 n t  fo r  many Members this would not be the case.
“ I f  someone conies to Congress a t 23, and then retires a t 38, he has on ly  

completed h a lf o f his career so he can eas ily  take on another-p ro fession ,”  
Jenrette said.

“ Bu t the problem comes when you speak about lim iting middle-aged Con­
gressmen between 30 and 40 • •  •  a fte r  on ly 12 years here there Is no place 
to go.”

Rep. Jenrette cited his own case as an example. He came to Congress a t 39 
and with such a 12-year lim it, he would re tire  a t 51.

“ I f  I  didn’t have a law  practice, a t 51 I  would have to go Into p rivate in­
dustry  and sta rt a new career •  * * I  don't th ink I  conld do It,”  he adds.

And s ti ll they’ l l  t ry  •  • •
W ith  C artload  aa. t ie  D irec to r and his one-time boss W illiam  E. Simon as-, 

C -n lrm an  inundation  Finance Committee, the m a jo r focus o f the g roup '
w ill be ynb llc exposure. —

"TT:o Im petus m ust ccmo from  t i e  people before Congress w ill enact such a 
change," Jen . D g r .fo r ta  ra id . " I . I?  '.menumeat w ill be considered seriously in 
t i c  Senate on ly  L* the pub lic  d e m r.u a  It.”

Roth freshman Jen. D :r .fo rth , and his freshm an colleague 3en. DeConclni 
a re firm ly opposed to Members o f the ir Chamber being viewed as ‘ ‘p o litica l 
careerists."

“ In  a seniority syatem, certain Individuals come to possess very great power," 
Sen. DeConclni said. “ W h ile  I  am not suggesting that this power has been 
abused In my own experience. 1 am suggesting that the present system does 
create t ie  opportunity fo r  suca abase."

And so they remain optim ists. They w a lk the ha lls , like  knights w ithout 
shining a rm or o r white 3teed, looking fo r  suppo rt The ir aging dragon. ISO 
years old, remains reincarnated in (he fo rm  o f stubborn senior colleagues.

And c t lll t a e l' l l t ry  •  • •

[F rom  U.3. News A World Report. Nor. 14, 10771 
Pao a n d  Con— L im i t  a  L a w m a k e r ' s  T e rm  i n  C on ob e sb ?

TES— ELECTED OIWICIALa SHOULDN'T BX "PEBMANINT nX T U K M  IN  WABHINQTON”
(In te rv iew  w ith Senator John C. Dnn fo rtb , Republican, o f M issouri)

Q. Senator D an fo rth , why do you fa v o r a constitutional amendment proh ib it­
ing any person from  serving more than 12 years In the Senate o r  the House?

A. It  would accomplish two th in g s :
F l r r .  It ’s Important fo r  elected officials who come to Washington to think 

o f themselves aa citizens who a re  on ly on leave to their Government—-not 
permanent fixtures in Washington. A lim ita tion on the length o f service would

. f

'



Q. Some people sty that the perqu~ites of office, such a t seireleftera, a staff 
allowance and.ready access to the press, come dose to guaranteeing incumbents’ 
re-election-—

A, Right I  think the statistics are pretty dear that It’s  much easier for an 
incumbent to be ne-dected than for a challenger to defeat- him. This la another 
argum ^tJkC Sffi,? frrnrfr alftOTgh-lt, la, rnt-an.,3i

0 .2 5 0  a ^ T & a l  ‘ '

tU ^ ‘l,-,iiL ^ u I7 iP r^ ^ c ^ & iS ire  are limits in some States on Governors serving 
more than one or tiro terms, but such limits are not found in the legislative 
branch.

Q. What aciJh<iri>WiVpaQtai-forigoBr„proi>otaPwp^—wwi.nipiiu.Mu> 
w #  «mfa)r it» W f r a n v w h ^  wnlwts th e reV * . upMfr

No— "CoupDinoaT R snm anuT r I s  a  W sots o r  T a l t . t t  aitd Know -H ow ”  
(In te rv iew  w ith Senator A lan  C ranston , Democrat, o f  C a li fo rn ia )

Q. Senator C ranston, w hy  do you  oppose lim iting  service in  the Senate o r  
the House to 12 years?

A. There ’s a  con tra ry  move now in  ou r country to do away w ith compulsory 
retirem ent in  mo3t occupations, and I  th ink th f.t ’s a  very , very sound direction 
fo r  uo to take.

Compulsory retirem ent in  p riva te  industry is  an inefflden t waste o f  ta lent, 
know-how and productivity . I t  is  bad fo r  society and bad fo r  business. Much 
the same could be said about compulsory retirem ent from  Government service.

I t  should be le f t  up to the votera to decide who can best represent them.
I f  the voters a re  satisfied w ith the perform ance o f a Senator o r a Congress­

man, they should not be deprived o f his services and experience— nor should 
the country— by any a rb itra ry  ru le .

Q. W e have placed a two-term  lim it on ihe Presidency. W hy shouldn ’t a 
s im ila r lim it be applied to Congress?

A. E ve ry  ru le  has its exception, and the one erception that I  make to the 
ru le  o f leaving it  up to the voters is the two-term lim it on the Presidency.

A President who could 3erve endlessly vrould have a great opportunity to 
develop many o f the attributes o f a d ictator. W o’ve had trend3 toward one-man 
ru le  in ou r country in  recent times. The tw o te rm  lim it is a  very solid b a rrie r 
against that.

We havo us much to fe a r from  Government as we have to gain from  Govern­
ment, And the thing to fe a r  from  Government 13 too much power in too few  
hands. B u t Congress, given Its makeup, w ill never be a dictatorship . The ques­
tion does not app ly to Congress, where r-o many people share au tho rity  and 
responsibility.

Q. Advocates o f  a  lim ita tion  on service argue that I f  we did away with 
"p ro fessiona l leg is la tors,’* Congress would be more responsive to the needs and 
wishes o f the votera-------

A. There a re  those who say tha t we’ve re lied on the citizen so ld ie r as the 
m ainstay o f ou r defense, and so we should now re ly  on the citizen politician 
in our leg islative process. A ctua lly , because o f the sophisticated technology o f 
modern w arfa re , o u r defense has to depend on high ly trained professionals 
more and more.

S im ila rly , ou r Government has grown so complex that the concept o f  the 
Inexperienced citizen po litician Is somewhat outmoded— at least to the degree 
tha t we shouldn't depend so le ly  on inexperienced leg islators. There should be a 
blend o f  the o ld and new in office, and under the present law  we have that blend.

Q. So yon see a d e a r  need fo r  people w ith many years o f leg is la tive ex­
perience-------

A. Yes. In  m atters tha t invo lve  public a ffa irs  and human re lations, experi­
ence Is a v ita l, Indispensable pa rt o f  the learn ing process. Yon lea rn  not only, 
what Government cnn_do. hut what I t  can’ t do. New HenatorsnoffieOmes np InL

1

io rts where you can accompl
try ing  to lannch ,vcat.spenf 

Mtttpe>lem;g,*rij"Ou*teBr r f r tb ' lo c iS 1yd b r  
3thing sign ificant



John  Slwxrium introduced tfc^-dherm i® A n titru s t A ct in  fefat-SDtb y»u r In  
Congress. P a u l D oug las In troduced 'the Yotteg B lg h t rA c t  in h la  sixteenth year. 
C lin ton Anderson in troduced -the  Medicare A ct in -M s  s ix te en th -yea r..Ja cob  
J&vita, a  Republican, Introduced the W a r  Powera vict—* -v e ry  highiflcaat piece 
o f  l e g a t i o n  la  the -p a rt-V b rtu an re ra— a fte r  serving m ore than.*-, decade .and 
a  h a l f  in  the Senate. Sam  S rv ia  lad  the W atergate  hearings in  h is nineteenth 
y ea r in  the Senate. R obe rt W uguer served 22  y e a rs ; R obe rt T a ft , S r., Id  y e a rs ; 
Stephen D onb a s , 14 y e a rs ; H en ry  C a y , 27 y e a rs ; H ebert L aP o lle t le , 20  y e a rs ; 
Georgs N orris , CO years. A ll c f these careers would have been ca t short, and 
the nation  w ould have been the lose r, I f  we’d had  the lim it th a t 2s  proposed.

*. * . .  'r .
f t  .

Q. D on 't leg is la tors sometimes se t ou t o f  touch w ith  the people back home
a fte r  many years la  W ashington?

A. I f  they do, they get’ tcc-cti ou t by th e ir ccn stitu en ti Tha fcarfe princip le 
o f representative democracy is  th a t y ou  elect people who a re  supposed to he 
responsive to the people they represent— not necessarily to a lw ays do what 
the people want, but to  so lic it th e ir views, understand the ir problems, stay  in  
touch and 3er7e the ir tea t interests. Nowi i f  you ’re  in  you r fina l s ix -year Senate 
term , and the law  say3 you can’ t ru n  fo r  rs-slection , you  cou ld become to ta lly  
unresponsive to the people you serve.

Also, a lawm aker who i3 a  lam e duds w ould be less ab le  to accomplish 
things. I f  somebody Is on hi3 way out, les3 attention 13 paid to hia leadership.
A Senator would be a t  h la peak o f  capacity on ly  In  h is fir s t  s ix  years, and 
then he would lose h is clout— and so would h ia  constituents— In  h la  second 
s ix  years. .

Q. I t  Is sometimes argued tha t incumbents have advantages, such aa news­
letters , sta ffs and ready access to the press, tha t come dose  to  guaranteeing
->w ilry i»»nT, 'P ffW ..tT T*'* *0 + h H 7  .............................................  ...........

A. I  do have concern" tha t incumbents hare-'a^variteve^ I  th ink there are 
other> w;i73~~co^dJ.iP'with~ti:yprchl.ers.--Qq-the^bilI>‘ t t rp rb v ifce pnbllc ilnandng ,, 
fo r  cocgressional-electlon campaigns, I  voted to p rovide challengers more money-' . /  
than Incumbents, f o r  example.

3ven  so, there a re  p len ty  o f incumbents knocked o ff on each go-aronnd. I t  /  
la noteworthy tha t several o f  the advocates o f a lim it on service recently de­
feated Incumbent Hsnatora do have new people coing in w ith new ideas.
H ere than ZO percent o f the House has been here les3 than s ix  years. Z i o n  
th a n  h a lf o f the Senate has been here lees than 10 years.

There 13 no demonstrative need fo r  anything 33 rad ical as changing our 
Constitution to make retirem ent a fte r  12 years In  oiUce mandatory. The voters 
themselves have been doing a  good Jcd o f keeping a  healthy m ixture o f "new 
blood" and experienced “ old hand3" In  Congress.

[F rom  the Washington Post, Dee. 4, 1077J
T&e G a l lu p  P o l l— 12-Yzab L i h i t  roa  H i l l  Meubebs 

Favokxd b t  60 P e r . o r  V o tib s
(B y  Georgs G n llnp )

Princeton , N .J.— A so lid  m a jo rity  o f American voters, 60  per cent, now fa v o r 
a law  that would lim it senators and House members to a maximum o f 12 
years in office.

The proportion in  fa v o r  o f  a  lim it on the time in  office fo r  senators Is 
up sharp ly  since 1073, when the figure was 48  per cen t (T i e  question on 
members o f the House was not asked In  the e a r lie r su rvey .)

A lthough the upward trend la across-the-board, w ith a ll m a jo r population 
groups, It  Is most pronounced among younger, better-educated voters.

Sen. John C. D an fo rth  (R-lIo^ ) recently proposed a constitu tional amendment 
to lim it senators and representatives to 12 years o f  service.

The sharp upturn in support f o r  a  lim it on the terms o f senators may be, 
In pa rt, a reflection o f th e ir un favorab le  public Image. A recent Gullnp Burvey 
showed both senators and representatives ra ted  re la tive ly  low  among a  lis t  o f 
persona in 20 occupations in  term s o f  honesty and eth ical standards.



PIJtUTB ul um wu  UJ ll j j lW -. ls  handling Its job. , r;.- . . . . ’
Here In the question' asked 1,523-adults from. Nor . 4*-* and the t r e n d : .
“A  la w  h a t  Jem  p roposed  which* would lim it  a .sm a to r  tot two terms, o r  a  

to ta l o f  I t  p e a rt &\ o & c t . W o r ld  pom f a v o r  o r  oppote^n tch  a  U n o f"

n>
Fm r Oftmt . - to  opiate*

Latest._____________________________________________  t t  39 IBMay 1371_______________________________________________  a  33 13January 12tt____________________________________________  SO 33 12-MarrtlSM______________________________________________ <3 33 . 13

Here a re  the resu lts o f the  current su rvey b y  po litica l a ffilia tion :
(Is p*w*q.

Favor Opposo ' No opinion

(HpuNieaw______________________________________  64 29 7Dtmccrrta __________________________________  63 27 10liKfaponoMts.......------------- -----------—  -------------  57 3S 7

This question w aaa lso  asked :
“ A law  has been proposed which w ou ld .lim it a  member o f the House o f R ep re ­

sentatives to  three term s o f fou r years apiece, o r a  to ta l o f 12 years. W ou ld  you 
fa v o r o r oppose such a  law ?" [In parcaatl

Favor - Oppoaa No opinion

Latest___________________________________________ 53 31 103»puUiesna_________   62 29 9Oaoiocratx; _________________________________  61 23 10Indippnttente  59 34 7

— The p lan to lim it senators to  two term s o f six. years each has been advodilted’ b 
a t  ic^LW u .P rca iden ta -rrDw igh t IX S iscah cw e r and H a rry  3 . T rum an . ^

[F rom  the Washington Post. Doc. 31, 1077]
Tw o Tmtita roa  LxoiaukToas?

(B y  Tom  B raden )
"Po litic ians,”  according to Sen. John D an fo rth  (R -M o ), "have a  tendency to 

say ‘yes’ to a ll men and ‘no ’ to none."
This trouble has been noted before. W a lte r Lippman described a politician 

as one who "decides not whether a proposition Is good but whether it*3 p op u la r ; 
not whether It  w ill w ork  w e ll and prove Itse lf but whether the active-talking
" i n - m n r n t T - l i U r r ‘ t ‘ n  media to I T ............. ''     , , ,AndTRpn rJnbn F .K em ie d y  declarsdgiim self-convinced th a t the desjre7to. b y
re-elected, exercises a  tttron r b rake  upon "independent courage.” /  ~—

J- “  " In e  proolem  o f whether a~~pb liat!tnr^ou!tf‘ 52nrvg*>5 l3‘:ccn3eieBce o r . his con­
stituency has been w ith us a t least since Edmund Bu rke . Sen. Danforth ,* who 
has made a certain m ark during bis firs t term  fo r  being re fresh ing ly out­
spoken, th inks be has at least a p a rtia l so lution. *

D an fo rth  has Introduced a  resolution proposing a constitu tiona l amendment 
tha t would lim it the. terms o { service in the House and Senate to 12 years,

nn>ioir’n~'TlMil oov*teniodt



why Danforth’s suggestion l r  worth thinking about. .
For example; a  greater turnover In Washington might renew. tbo nation's 

Interest in the electoral process.' According to tha polla, the country Ia in 
great doubt as to whether government can accomplish anything worthwldle— 
or, indeed, anything at all. Moat people who are eligible to rote don't 

For another, the Danforth proposal would put an. end to the system of power 
by longevity. **•' •• r? r •

Sen. Hassell Long (D-La), for instance, haa served in the Senate since 1048. 
At 60 and with at least two terms to go, he is likely to exercise more influence 
on the lives of his countrymen than any President they may elect As chsimnn 
of the Senate’s Finance Committee, Long pretty much decides how much well 
be taxed, how much well pay for gasoline, how much well get in Social Se­
curity payments when we retire and how much well get in Medicare when 
we're sick. . ••

Yet Long la responsible to no one except the voters o f Lou is iana , whose voces 
he contro ls through one o f  the most pow erfu l po litica l machines in  the country.

D an fo rth 's amendment would ru le  ou t the possib ility o f  any 3enator’3 o r 
representative’s  w ielding th is k ind o f  power, a t least f o r  a  considerable length 
o f  time.

I t  Is tru e  tha t time la a  great teacher and tha t experience provides wisdom. 
B u t ther/i a re fo u r  men in  the Senate presently who have been there 20 yearn 
o r more. Yon ’d th ink that, i f  they had provided the country w ith much w is­
dom, we m ight know them welL Y e t I  venture tha t oeven out o f  10 readers o f 
this column cannot name them.

I  lik e  the rem ark  o f  Sen. M alcolm  W a llop  (E -W y o ) , who supports D an ­
fo r th : "There's no question that, i f  this amendment were adopted, men o f 
ex trao rd inary  ta len t woulci not be here. B u t there ’3 equa lly  no question that 
men o f ex trao rd in a ry  ta lent a re  ready to take the ir places.”

PRO  AND CON— Snouxn Conobxbbmes ’s  T xbms B e L im it ed  to 12 Yeahb?

F o r too many years we have had Congressional flefdoms In Washington. 
H isto ry  provides many examples o f  members o f the House and Senate who 
have, through the privileges granted by seniority , created fo r  themselves fa r-  
reaching powers. The problem o f Iso lation exiat3 on Capito l H i ll . Members 
who have been in  Washington too long teed to believe that It  i3 the center 
o f the un iverse ; they lose contact w ith the people to whom they should be 
responding. A  member who stays too long can and does begin to accept things 
as they a re , to feel secure In the atatua quo. The advantages o f  Incumbency 
make re-election, p a rticu la r ly  In so-called "sa fe  d l3 trlc ts ,”  an easy task fo r  
that member.

The basic reason fo r  lim iting the term  o f executives— the President o r gov­
ernors— Is that they are ab’ c to build up po litica l machines based upon their 
appointive powers. Members o f Congress have no such opportunity. "While there 
may not be many members o f Congress who w ill serve as long as I  have (4 2  
y ea rs ), o r  as long as Sam Raybu rn  (4 0  yea rs ) o r  C a rl Vincent (5 0  y ea rs ), the 
people should have the opportunity to ava il themselves o f the service o f  any 
Individual they want to serve them Just as long as they want his service and 
he Is able to serve. When the people decide they do not want a Congressman, 
they can and w ill rep lace him  no m atter how long his service has been.

Although that wise plan to limit the terms of congressmen to 12 yesrs may 
be about as popular on Capitol Hill aa Tongsun Park, It at least Is going to get 
a two-day hearing thin month before the Senate Constitution Subcommittee

(From the MUml, flo rid *  New*. Mar. 8, 1878] 
N o  P ooh  r o c  R x ro a u
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chained by Sen. Birch Bayh (D-Ind.). Th*t give* reformers a few crumbs of 
satisfaction despite the scant hope that careeriat-congrestmeii seriously wonld 
tamper witlti their comfortable baliwicka.

With Sen. Bayh showing little enthusiasm for the proposed constltntional 
amendment that wonld prevent politicians from parlaying incumbencies Into 
lifetime jolts, the hearing* aren’t likely to spark any hard drive for retorm. 
Sen. Barry Goldwr.ter (B>Arii), who has been hanging around the Senate for 
a quarter of a century, hi the only veteran offering support to the chief spon­
sors, Sens, Dennis DeConclni (D-Ariz.) and John Danforth (R-Mex.).

This country could cure a lot of ills by limiting congressional terms. I t could 
put an end to political dynasties of families from “safe” districts. I t could 
dilute the strength of the too-powerful committee chairmen. It could shatter 
the seniority system that rewards age instead of talent. It could bring more 
fresh blood and ideas Into the legislative process and help remove government 
from the control of the WASPlsh lawyer clique.

To get this promising insfonn, the people will have to want It—the majority 
of congressmen probably never will.

[F rom  the Birmingham, Alabama News, Mar. IS , 1978]
B a t h  N ot I h p b z s s s d  b t  T xhuoe -L j u it  M ovs

Washington (AP).—Sen. Birch Bayh, D-Ind., eerving blB third term In the 
Senate, doesn’t think much of proposals to limit the tenure of members of Con­
gress, sponsored largely by freshman senators.

In  a statement opening hearings by the constitution subcommittee o f the 
Senate Jud ic ia ry  Committee, Bayh said he had “ serious reservations on the 
merits o f these proposals." He questioned whether the proposed constitutional 
amendments would weaken the legislative branch and whether the federa l /  
government would w ork as well " I f  It relied on less experienced leg is la tors.”

(From  the Waehlnrton Post, Mar. II), 1978]
Cokouessioitai. LowoEvmr

One o f those perennial attempts to re fo rm  Congress by lim iting the termB o f 
its members was trotted cut again this week before a Senate Jud ic ia ry sub­
committee. Under consideration are two constitutional amendments that would 
lim it the service o f fu tu re  senators and representatives to 12 o r 15. years. P ro ­
posals lllre  these have been doatlng around at least since 1051, when the Con­
stitu tion was changed to restric t presidents to two- fu ll-  terms. W e hope they 
continue merely to doat and don't light.

I t  needs to be conceded that proponents o f amendments like  these, introduced 
by Sens. Dennis DeConclni (D -A r lz .) and John C. D an fo rth  (R -S lo .) , are focus­
ing on a rea l prob lem : the stagnation that prolonged terms In high office can 
produce. The seniority system, even though It la not so strong now as It  once 
was, places enormous power In the hands o f longtime members o f Congress 
solely because they have been there so long. That, coupled with the po litica l 
advantages tha t incum lency generates, makes it Increasingly difficult fo r  new 
blood to fight Its w a j to Washington. Even when a veteran member has 
dropped out o f touch ra ilo soph lca lly  w ith his constituents, he Is often able to 
s t n v be enno  pn rl7^ ;A ‘to la»nre/a»«T>ow*f>»to« laaiMw»'ii« h... mi . u—..,4^

SenTDeConcm also argue* that this distribution of powerropcratesi'tO; der 
cqaarrepresenlArioiv-tt^^teraJjcatatca: and districts'where hot. politlcaPcomi 
tltlouxiukes lf  dlfflcultTOr sny person to stay lon* In Congress; 
tires of, those; areas are never abler to stand an equal-footing v

Those areif a r a f ^ ! ^ a p ^ H n ^ ^ ^ « to ? fT h ^^ a^e th e"  
congressional terms seem attractive. Bat the senators have traced the prob­
lems to the wrong source and are thus prescribing the wrong cure. The evils— 
and they are that—of which they speak grow not out of unlimited service but 
out of the way In which Congress Itself has chosen to treat that service. The 
cure, then, Is not to keep particular people out of Congress, but rather to limit

■
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- Tbef'PoetV March 18 editorial "Oongrwetonil Longarity? dted soma of too 
reasons firen for advocating limited terms for repreaentsitiTe*;and.senator*. m k \ 
Tito edltorial tenurked that nothing wtroldbegained by aoA  U m ltotloe^^r^v:^ I 

.i,-.,.5-Ŷ .. ::.'r‘Bat; I t  did not. mention* w h a tld e a n i tobe-themoetimportant- iwsoo'. jtor-<>, 
ilmltlnf npreseatotlm  to three- four-year; term* ta d  senators t o two ■ six-year:■.

^£w^i?v:aMu»«t;Btotabm of Cougrem,--and toachletethatmulttoamemberrm tist'

JwSw™**®* - - - -  „»«® bw  o t to* Hbuae. of Repreaentatifeg-ante*aa»fre«hgtea^>>M>i>̂ f e '-  ■■, ,,,,• 
toe situation Is Tastly different The problems'toe. nation: toc«V entrjgr^-^' 

Inflation, unemployment, imbalances In international' trade; and payments, toe 
Middle East; and African problems, crime^are complex; Citizens often, lack 
basic facta essential to enlightened Judgment. Members of. the Senate and House.‘ /iiVi | 
bare their staffs do publicly financed, research,-and conimittecarhold tiroiooged:; 
bearings, often for month v o n  a  ringin probtaiv A senator or representative; 
therefore develop*- knowledge superior to that of inoat: of .him,constitnent*. Tito v’* f?) I 
taak of statesmanship la for. a  congressman to Tote for, what ls rixht (that:lv 
what: to- best for -toe nation) and seek to Inform coootlttiento, .convincing them; -

that hie s rre c t on*
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j i .^  executives tee

iTfce. reason 
preelection.

to it that 
la obtiomt£ -. The* president. and' many governor* aredfgibl* t o r \  

(•election. Pressure group* mpsttnot. be Offended—tl».|»Utie*^ imperatives. 
That, example,-which involves an Incumbent president and 'a few-Incumbent M 

governor*, could be duplicated with reapect to poUelea tad  pro tram* initiated 
, by- their- predeceaaom
?#;A; single ato*year tera- ldr;the .p ^d en t;to  galatogiwldeej^eed1 mtol»rt»;aad8 

- *:■*•. .- many state* now limit governors to tingle terma.- I  think I. may lire to aee: the 
■ - appropriate constitutional; amendme^t adopted to limit, the president toone

8» BUoi'waned against -dreaming -df;ayatoato:an parteet-that no « •  aeada;,-,
:* • ^ ^ t o  be good.**"Bat the oldost American political tradition to the »eerch for la*

sdtntional arrangements th a t minimise reliance on pnblic spiritodne**,'An lder».*#sj& 
in: that tradition—an idea that would make * kind of greatnee* impossible—to : ^
enjoying new currency.•*•; The Foundation 
ha* been formed
limits to the number ua v«nu uuflucn: vi u /u |icw  uui p a m . aa. *91 «*. wu» 
oneetiou In Aittcriciin politics.’
,i^Critics argued daring ratUkation deNbea that the.; Constitution’ would 'j»o*

vi'-Wiii'AWiri;:,;^4 K-.viduce an alien and Irresponsible governing class—a “government of:*trangenr~ 
;»̂  becauar I f  dldnotprovid* f(m cooapulso^ rotation'Of elective .office*; Today..

interest in compulsory rotation has again btcorne acute,
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pher Rousseau. observed th a t the degree-of. comm itm ent a n . .'Individual has .— a • > • . m m  m mm i«  « a «  * < t«.  ft _ _ ft. . A . — *   X  A _ #_. 1| ( * *

• : in their formation. The bonds o f  comiatmity presupposed. b y  democratic- o rd e r :
are rooted in thia principle. As opportunities to participate decline* .di3afl5ection.s^:^;v.

‘ “ mation grow, • the- authority of ..both- p u ^ c  -prto /•
In*',the terns of senators' and reprcsentatives-lg no-panacea, for ; o o r - ^ ^

and alienation 
withers;
socia l and po litica l' ilia.- B u t i t  m ay make o n r leg is la tu re  m ore responsive and- ' 
sensitive to ou r diverse Interests. U ltim ate ly , I t  ia  no t the purpose o f  the lo .p ls-' 
la tn re  to gove rn ; i t  is  the pu rpose o f th e  leg ls la tn re  to davelop the nationa l 
consensus necessary f o r  leg itim ate governing, ; • • * £ : • • f

B ro ad  and often unchecked power, tends to accumulate to long-term  survtv-. 
o rs  ia  ChepoUtical a rena. A  lim ita tion  o f  terms would re3 tra !a .It3  g row th ..The 
fram e rs  o f  the Constitu tion w ere pc litica i rea lis ts , who sought to create insti- ■ ;- 
tu tiona l b a rrie rs  to p rotect against the capricious eserclse o f  power.-And, thus,' •.*,.•• 
a  lim ita tion  o f  terms fits th a t op irit . Fu rtherm ore , the fram e rs  d id  not intend 
th a t the vagaries o f e lec to ra l po litics Ehonld determ ine which states and which- 
citlnens-benefit most from  the fed e ra l system. Length, o f tenure goes hand-in- 
hand w ith ths-po litica i. p o rk  barreL-.- - ••■•.-'.A

One fin a l n o te ; Re-election-to office Is o fte n  no t vindication by thie electorate.
No< astute observer o f  the contemporary ro l lb lca l scene is nhM«rt™-<s to
the tremm dous adv^utnrrs o f  Incumbency.

. ad. anancects o f  j ‘
i s e  po litica l and policy conaeustus, .but so le ly a* ombudsmen intervening; w ith V:*
the. ru ling  bureaucrats. L im iting  terms forec loses m aking a  career o f  the legis­
la tu re ; the overwhelm ing concern f o r  Job so ro rity  w i l l be. removed, creating a : 
sh ift  In  attitude, o rien tation  and p rio rities . :V'.;  •
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