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humans and the environment. "We have made this decision following a
review of health effects studies of 2,4-D," Blum said. "The review
showed that significant information gaps exist on the effects of

2.4-0,. preventing a definite conclusion on the safety of the herbicide."

The name 2,4-0 refers to the phenoxy herbicide 2,4-dichiorophenoxyacetic
acid and related salt ana eter forms. There are approximately 1,500
2.4-D products which are used to kill undesirable plants in home lawns,
forests, right-of-way, drainage ditch banks, rangeland, pastures,
aquatic areas, cereal crops, sugar cane and commercial turf. More

than 70 million pounds of the active ingredient are distributed annually.

Commenting on the EPA revie’ of 2,4-D, Blum noted that, most of the
scientific data submitted to their agency in support of product
registrations containing 2,4-D were registered since the 1940's.

And that, while some of these studies are scientifically valid, many
others do not meet today's standards for scientific testing, As a
result, there are significant information gaps in several areas,
including cancer potential, reproductive effects, neurotoxicity, and
metabolism in animals. The EPA plans on conducting certain reproductive

studies on 2,4-D in its own laboratories while awaiting the industry
results.

Companies that hold EPA permission to produce concentrated or
"technical" 2,4-D include; Dow Chemical, Midland, Michigan; Monsanto,
St. Louis; Diamond Shamrock, D.'.llas; PBlI Gordon Corp., Kansas City;
Thompson-Hayward, Kansas City, Kansas; and AmCnem Products, Ambler, Pa.

* * * * S * * * *

(San Francisco, Ca.) The Agent Urange Veterans' Advisory Committee
has just begun publication of a monthly newsletter. Each month they
will have regular columns on legal, legislative, medical, scientific,
and local news-- oach edition will also include one feature article.
The subscription cost is $12 per year, mail your check payable to
Agent Orange Veterans' Advisory Committee, 944 Market, Suite 500,
San Francisco, Ca. 94102.

* * * * * * * * *

St. Paul, Mn.) Martin Sheen, noted for his role in "Apocalypse Now",
reportedly has agreed to narrate a documentary tentatively entitled
"Agent Orange: The Veteran Family". Plans are for the actor to B’ in
the Twin Cities in early October to work with instructor* Jim Gambone
and his students at Film In The Cities, a non-profit group that
promotes films and filmaking 1n the Twin Cities. The crew is making a
30 - minute movie on the herbicide and its effects on veterans. The
film has been about nine months in the making and is scheduled for
completion sometime in November. The documentary, which is being
produced in conjunction with the Minnesota Veterans Coalition, will
focus on the impact of Agent Orange exposure on a Viot’iam veteran

and his family. Any proceeds from the use of the film will go to the
Coalition to finance their continuing efforts to seek a resolution of
the Agent Orange issue for all Vietnam veterans, the Film In. The Cities
group will only receive funds to cover their costs, since they are a
non-profit organization. Any contributions to assist in the effort to
document this important story would be appreciated. Tax deductible
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The male mouse study exposed 100 mice to varying strenghts of the
three components of Agent Orange; the two defoliants 2,4-D and
2,4,5-T and the contaminant TCDD, also called dioxin. A control
group of 100 mice were not exposed. The report of the study stated
that no significant increase in reproductive abnormalities in the
exposed groups was observed... exposure did not appear to influence
the fetal or infant development or the viability of offspring sired
by the exposed mice.

* * * * * *

(Minneapolis, Mn.) Industries in Minnesota are gearing up to fight
new state rules controlling disposal of hazardous waste in an
attempt to replace them with less stringent federal regulations.

If efforts by the Minnesota Association of Commerce and Industry--

an organization representing many of the state's largest businesses--
are successful, polution control officials conclude that at least
17,000 tons per year of hazardous wastes could be improperly disposed
of in sanitary landfills, at best, and pits, swamps, rivers and streams
at worst.

The federal rules supported by industry would remove from state
control all businesses generating less than 2,200 pounds of
hazardous waste per month.

That would leave more than 1,000 hazardous waste producers unregulated
in Hennepin county alone according to county officials.

The state Pollution Control Agency estimates that about 325,000 to'ns

of toxic, flammable or corrosive substances are generated in Minnesota
each year. About two-thirds of that comes from businesses and industries
within the seven county metropolitan area. There are no hazardous

waste disposal sites in Minnesota, and all of the waste currently must
be shipped to special dumps in Illinois and Idaho.

In a recent hearing before che Hazardous Waste Commission, the Minnesota

Association of Commerce and Industry testified that ..."the cost of
compliance with the state's rules far exceeds that of compliance with
federal rules, and with little, if any, environmental benefit."

(Source: Minneapolis
Star, Tuesday, Sept.
2, 1980. "Industries
Fight State Rules On
Hazardous-Waste .
Biieprfalr, By i
Dawson, page #1, Sect
A -- head!ine story.)
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(St« Louis.. Mo.) An experimental drug used extensively by the
iw*'iitary to prevent malaria in Vietnam produces a blood disorder
b’ amed for the deaths of eight U.S. servicemen, the Baltimore
Evening Sun reported. The side effects also resemble most of the
ailments Vietnam veterans attribute to Agent Orange, the defoliant
blamed in recent lawsuits for a variety of health problems among
some veterans. Military doctors knew about Dapsone's side effects,
the newspaper said, but required the troops to take the pills
because the drug was effective in preventing a deadly strain of
malaria that was resistant to standard drug therapy.

The following is a description of the side effects of Dapsone which

was taken from a manufacturers product insert (.ie, Ayerst, Avlosulfson,
a brand of Dapsone).

Cyanosis and pallor may occur as transient features soon after
treatment has been initiated. Nausea, vomiting, headache, giddiness,
and tachycardia are not common if the dosage is gradually induced.
Psychosis has been reported but it is not likely to be seen on the
lower dosage schedules now recommended. Anemia. In well-nourished
patients treatment with the doses recommended, the occurence of
serious anemia is rare. Routine hemoglobin estimations are now
considered unneccesary as proper clinical examinations should detect
significant degrees of anemia.

With slow induction the hemoglobin level shows a fall over a few
weeks after which it becomes stabalized, and may gradually rise as
the patient's condition and general health improves. In the
occasional case where the fall is severe it may be neccesary to stop
the drug temporarily, but once the anenia is controlled treatment can
be resumed at a lower dosage level.

Drug fever with general dermatitis, hepatitis, lymphadenitis, etc.
This complication may develop and usually appears within the first
six weeks of treatment when the dosage has risen over 100 mg. per
day. Should it occur, administration must be stopped, and oral
medication with one ov the anti histaminic drugs is of value in
assisting the dermatitis 10 subside quickly. Sulfone treatment should
be witheld for at least two months and may only be resumed after the
patient has been desensitized with repeated small and increasing
doses.

Febrile reactions c”™e common under sulfone therapy, and where they
are severe and frequent the dosage should be reduced or the drug
temporarily witheld.

* * * * * * * * * *

(Washington, D.C.) The National Toxicology Program (NTP) has released
a study which apparently shows that dioxin does not cause reproductive
problems in males or birth defects among their offspring. Ananalysis
of 200 mice was conducted by a team of federal agen. es, and stands as
the first scientific attempt to evaluate veterans' charges that Agent
Orange affected their reproductive system, and caused them to father
children with bix»th defects.

"We failed to gat any indication of a significant increase in birth
defects or dec eased fertility,"” said Dr. James Lamb of the National
Institute of environmental Health Sciences, who directed the study.
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Public Law 96-151, the Veterans
Health Programs Extension and
Improvement Act of 1979, among

other provisions, directs the Admin-

istrator of Veterans’ Affairs to
conduct, Bursuant to a protocol
approved the Director of the
Office of Technology Assessment
(OTA), an epidemiological study of
gersons who served in the United
tates Armed Forces during the
Vietnam conflict to determine if

they have suffered long-term ad-

verse health effects, resulting from
exposure to the dioxin found in
Agent Orange, a herbicide used as a
defoliant in Vietnam. The Director

of OTA is also assigned responsibil-

|t¥ for monitoring the VA's com-
pliance with the protocol and
reporting to the Congress at spec-
ified intervals on the execution of
his responsibilities. This provision
also directs the President to assure
thar the VA study is fully
ordinatcd with other Federal studies
(ﬁast, on-going, or planned) and
that all Federal efforts in the area
of dioxin research be fully co-
ordinated; and authorizes the ap-
Eropnatlon of such sums as may

e necessary for the conduct of the
mandated study.

Subsequently, the Honorable
Alan Cranston, Chairman of the
Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee,
called for the Agent Orange study
to be made by professionals out-

By Donald H. Schwab
Director, National
Legislative Service

Agent Orange Stuay

side the VA system. Concurring
inthis  recommendation, Com-
mander-in-Chief Vander Clute sent
the following le v: to Senator
Cranston:

"Dear Mr. Chairman.

"The Veterans of Foreign Wars
concurs in your recent statement
that amé Agene Orange study con-
ducted bv the Veterans Administra-
tion w uld be subjected to serious
uestion as to its objectivity.
though there is no question In
our mind that research performed
by VA physicians would be highly
rofessional and unbiased, affected
letham  veterans already disen-
chanted with response to their
needs by the VA would not accept,
as ‘factual’ the results of an in-
house study by the VA. Similarly,
a study conducted |) the same
agency adjudlcatlnﬂ laims  may
have bearing on the conclusions.

"Notwithstanding the provision
of section 307, Public Law 96-151,
mandating the VA to conduct an
Agent Orange study, we also believe
much more credibility would be
given to a study by professionals
\n/(i\t direcrlv associated with the

"In view of the.foregoin%, it s
our recommendation ~that the
Agent Orange study be conducted
by an independent agency such as
the National Institutes of Health, a
world-renowned, highly respected

and professional agency. Further,
that the necessary supplemental
appropriation be approved anJ
needed funding not d-ainecl from
the already wholly inadequate VA
budget.

"There is no doubt in my mind
you will impartially consider nur
recommendation and with best
\llehes and kind personal regards.

am

"Sincerely,

Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr.
Commander-in-Chief"
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An Update

The Minnesota Veterans Coa.ition
A Member of the National Veterans Task Force On Agent Orange

Issue #6 Contact Person: Tim Michael? 612/296-1771, Room #325,
State Capitcl, St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

(Westbury, N.Y.) Court documents 'vied Tuesday (.Oct.14) by Dow
Chemical Co., a defendant in a suit initiated by Vietnam veterans,
show for the first time that the Army may have known of the
potential danger of dioxin in Agent Orange two years before the
defoliant was sprayed in Vietnam.

Dow Chemical filed the documents in U.S. District Court, where a
suit has been brought by Vietnam veterans against Dow and four
.thar chemical firms that manufactured the herbicide. The veterans
say their exposure to dioxin caused a variety of ills, ranging from
tumors to birth defects and nervous disorders.

Dow Chemical produced a scientific paper published in 1962 in the
Journal of Investigat've Dermatology that details a technique for
testing dioxin's potential for harm by using the tissues of a live
rabbit's ear. The study, a footnote indicates, was financed by the
Research and Development Division, Office of the Surgeon General,
Department of the Army.

The paper refers to another investigation of dioxin's toxicity to
humans first reported in 1957 in a German scientific journal, which
is also included in court papers.

The chemical companies produced the defoliant under Defense
Department contracts during the Vietnam War. About 2,000 Vietnam
veterans from 24 states have joined in the suit. The dispute has
yet to come to trial because of procedural delays.

.Both the veterans and the chemical companies have charged that the
Defense Department may have been aware of the toxic potential of
dioxin in 2,4,5-T, one of Agent Orange's two herblcidal components.

But until now, neither side had offered proof that military
authorities may have been aware of dioxin's potential danger.

"So far there have been mainly allegations,” said Don Frayer, an
officer of Dow's legal claims division. "This is a fact, the first
offered so far.”

("Maker of Agent Orange says Army knew of risk", Adrian Peracchio,

The Minneapolis Star, Wednesday, Oct. 15, 1980)

(Chicago, 111.) More than 100 attorneys from all 50 states met in
Chicago to discuss an unprecedented class action suit filed against
the nation's seven largest chemical companies on behalf of thousands



of Vietnam veterans exposed to the toxic defoliant Agent Orange.

The suit, filed in January, 1979, in a New York state District
Cou?-:, now involves more than 1,250 attorneys from 150 law firms
nationwide and is regarded as history-making litigation in the
field of product liability.

*
"We believe this is the first time in the history of American
jurisprudence that this many firms have banded together to pool
our resources rather than competing with one another for cases,"”
Chicago attorney Stephen J. Schlegel said.

New York trial lawyer Victor Yannacone said that anyone who served
in Vietnam and drank the water was exposed to AO. "This does not
necessarily mean that they are a victim but they were exposed. It

was in the water. Unless you spent the entire war in Saigon 1n a
bar drinking booze or bottled water, you were exposed to dioxin,"
he said.

Yannacone said that the lawyers are seeking an order to compel seven
Fortune 500 companies to contribute to a trust fund that vould pay
veterans and their families for their injuries.

Under the proposed trust fund idea, money would be paid out of the
manufacturer's current earnings since even the huge chemical
companies might not be capable of bearing the financial burden if
the plaintiffs prevail in their damage suits,

Yannacone has asked that serial trials be set up in the New York
Federal court, one to determine fault, another to determine general
causation, and a third to determine liability.

(."Vast Agent Orange Suit In Progress", The Stars and Stripes, Thursday,
Oct. 9, 1980) ° r

(St. Paul, Mn.) The Veterans Administration Medical Center here
released the latest statistics on Minnesota's Agent Orange Outreach
Program indicating that one out of four veterans screened have been
called back for further tests and/or follow-up care.

The VAMC reported that 5,704 veterans had been examined, and that
1,011 of those screened had been placed into an after care program,
with seven individuals actually hospitalized.

The VA Medical Center also reporter that 13,599 applications have
been sent out for the Agent Orange screening. The VAMC report was
released at a recent meeting of Minnesota's Vietnam Veterans Civic
Council, the organization which was responsible for conceiving and
initiating Minnesota's Agent Orange Outreach Program, along with the
Vietnam Veterans Against the War.

Members of the VVCC have raised concern about the large number of
veterans vho initially requested the screening, when the state
surveyed its veteran population, but who have subsequently failed

to return the VAMC application form, or to show-up for their
scheduled exam. The VVCC has sought for, and won approval from, the
VAMC administration to recontact "no-shows"™ tc determine whether they
are still interested in an exam --and why they were * "no-show".
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(.Martinez, Ca) It was in the jungles of Vietnam that Art and
Placida McGowan of Martinez met.

An Army Captain and a member of the Special Forces, he would
become a POW, decorated with the Distinguished Service Cross, four
Bronze Stars, and four Purple Hearts.

She was a nurse, one of a handful of American women who worked
away from home, patching up the wounded victims of war.

Art McGowan's experiences with Agent Orange are vivid ones. He
remembers watching the planes swoop down and mist the 1a’id with
defoliant, he remembers getting ill.

And perhaps most frightening of all, he says he is convinced that
Agent Orange was not just being used as a herbicide.

McGowan says the amount of spraying he saw - and the places he saw
being sprayed - confirmed that "they were using it us a weapon,” a
kind of "chemical Warfare,”" and "an effort was being made to make
people sick. They were spraying it on grasslands, wher'i there's
nothing to defoliate. They were spraying it to get it on the North
Vi etnamese."

He recalls the nightmare of refugees, pouring across the border out
of a heavily sprayed area: "They had skin lesions. All the women had
had miscarriages. None had children under two years old."

There were deformed children, too. "The stuff was hitting them bad.
They would have to put people through a cattle dip to get those
effects.”

McGowan says soldiers were just too busy trying to survive the
shooting to stop and ask about the herbicide. "What coulu | say?
"Hey you're using it as a chemical agent against them. Why are you
using it against us, too?"

He recalls a "flight where | saw 27 Phantoms in groups of three,
four and five, almost three squadrons. They were bombing, strafing,
going up and down. There were three planes spraying in tlie middle,
it was unbelieveable. You could go up to a tree ana hit it, but it
would shatter and fall like broken glbss,"

At some points McGowan says, "they were trying everything, dumping
55 gallon drums out of airplanes, spraying with helicopters. W
flew right through it. You could even smell the Chiorine-type smell
We got to the end and we were all sicker than hell. They took us
home."

McGowan says after every spraying "someone got sick. Whole units
would come down with sickness. Several people had false heart attacks,
extreme anxiety, a nerve reaction to the chemicals.” After one
incident, "my eyes were swollen shut,"” he says.

"We got dumped with it," he says simply. "I don't think they intended
to do it, but they didn't take the care to get us out. When we'd ask,
"Hey why are you spraying us?, the Air Force colonels would say,
"Don't worry about it. Just hold your breath and don't look wup."



At one point, "we were even told to get under it, to provide
aircraft backup.”

Placlda McGowan says she never saw the herbicide being sprayed. She
was 22, working as a staff nurse in a post of sin intensive care ward,
part of a hospital MASH-like unit to care for the wounded.

While she was there, the military used herbicides to clear a seven-
mile long area of jungle so that the hospital could be built.

"When we got there, it was all jungle, and by the time we left, it
was all clear. Everything as far as you could see."
(article supplied by Contra Costa County Vietnam Veterans of America}

(Editor's note: Art McGowan works as a veteran's liaison to
Congressman George Miller's office, Martinez, Ca.)

(Washington, D.C.) Testimony cn the Agent Orange issue heated up
considerably as VA Administrator Max Cleland went before the House
Commerce Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations. Unlike the
Veterans Affairs Committee, the Oversight Committee has considerable
experience dealing with toxic substances and their possible health
detriments, and Cleland, VA General Counsel Guy McMichael and Chief
Medical Director Custis faced a group that was unwilling to accept
a sit-back-and-wait attitude.

Cleland, a triple amputee who was himself exposed to AO in Vietnam,
agreed with many experts who have testified before that the question
of relating a low herbicide dose to chronic illness may never be
completely answered. He said three studies now planned or underway,
however, could provide significant information in two or three years.

"That is appalling,” declared Rep. Andrew Maguire (D-NJ). "Why do we
have to have the last bit of evidence?" Maguire said Cleland was
"absolutely wrong” to insist on more studies.

Maguire and Rep. Albert G2re, Jr. (D-Tu' urged Cleland to "make the
reasonable presumption” fur a policy decision that enough evidence
now exists to link AO to at least some problems of Vietnam veterans
to warrant VA action on the claims.

"Just because there are uncertainties doesn't mean these people don't
deserve a better performance from the Va than they are getting,"”
Gore said.

Maguire angrily suggested that Cleland fire his Chief Medical
Director, Dr. Custis, who was sitting with Cleland at the witness
table. The attack was unwarranted because Custis was recently
appointed by Cleland, was not responsible for the VA's two year stall,
and had not testified as yet at the hearing.

Cleland reiterated that Presidential Domestic Policy eAdvi sor Stuart
Eizenstat of the White House had promised recently that policy
decisions will be made before the '.tudies are completed.

"The labatory was not Vietnam," Cle'iand said. Although experimental
animals suffer immediate health problems when fed or injected with



dioxin, the toxic contaminant of AO, Cleland said the VA cannot
conclude that a veteran who appeared healthy at the the e™d of his
service became ill a decade later as a result of Vietnam duty.

Maguire pointedly stated that "the scientific evidence is in and

it conclusively points to the fact that the component chemicals of
AO are carcinogenic, capable of producing birth defects, and yet

the VA's response to those exposed to the Agent has been a disaster."”

After witnesses had completed their testimony, Cleland summarized

a statement designed to give the impression that the VA had long
been concerned about and had been active in resolving the AO issue.
The contention was recognized as being untrue since it has only
been recently that the VA has accepted the fact that AO is more than
a public relations problem that could be ignored or countered with
public relations expertise. For nearly two years, the VA has
contended that the use of AO in Vietnam is harmless to veterans.

Cleland dismissed laboratory studies showing that AO caused cancer
in animals, and a highly respected Swedish study showing a higher
incidence of cancer in exposed humans, stating that all of his
advisors had told him privately that they did not believe AO caused
birth defects in the offspring of exposed male veterans and that
only a few he had consulted felt that AO may cause cancer.

Ar extraordinary comment which expressed the VA's atL.tude was made
by Guy McMichael, the VA"s General Counsel. McMichael asked the
Committee that since tests showed that saccarhin caused cancer in
test animals, "Does that mean that every veteran who used satcarhin
in the service and later comes down with cancer should be considered
service-connected?"

The Committee was not satisfied with the VA's attitude. Rep. Maguire
asked, "Does Congress have to act before people are compensated?"
"An and could come sooner if people (in the VA) would meet their
responsibill ties."

Rep. Gore, a Vietnam veteran, told the VA, "Just because this is a
new field, the VA does not have to take the attitude that Agent
Orange problems are nonexistent. Just because it is difficult to find
an answer, doesn't mean you shouldn't try harder."

The VA countered with largely irrelevant excuses, ignoring the long-
term potential health detriments of AO. Carcinogens such Co asbestos
and radiation take 15 to 20 years to manifest .hemselves.

The VA contended that there was no medical record in Vietnam of AO's
effects nor any evidence of the damage to the veteran from AO when
he underwent his phsical examination upon termination from the service.

A VA witness asked, "How do (.tests on) rats and monkeys relate to
experience in Vietnam?"

The hearings showed that while the VA's testimony and actions were
designed to evidence concern fur veterans exposed to Agent Orange,
the VA's attitude precluded the openmindedness and committment
required of the agency to resolve the issie in the best interest of
the veterans instead of in the best interest of the VA,

("Agent Orange Verdict Still Out", Forrest Lindley Jr., The Stars
and Stripes, Thursday, Oct. 2, 1980, p.l)



(.Washington, D.C.), Amid a groundswell of industry opposition,
New York Assemblyman Pete Grannis testified before the Senate
Finance Committee September 12, in support of the Senate's
comprehensive Environmental Emergency Response Act (S 1480).

Grannis praised the Senate for addressing the issues of groundwater
contamination and the contamination of livestock by hazardous
substances, two areas not covere*. in similar House legislation.

The House has given overwhelming support to both of its hazardous
waste "Superfund" proposals, and the Administration is pushing the
Senate to compromise on its more comprehensive bill in an attempt
to get this key environmental legislation passed before adjournment.

The lopsided House passage --351-23 for the Hazardous Waste
Containment Act --came despite strong industry pressure against
establishment of funds to pay for the cleanup of hazardous waste
spills and abandoned sites.

Both House measures set up federal funds, financed 75 percent by
industry and 25 percent by general revenues, to aid states in
emergency cleanup efforts. States can receive these funds immediately
when needed, and be reimbursed for up to 90 percent of the cleanup
cost.

(."Dateline Washington" Sept. 22 & Oct. 6, 1980, National Conference
Of State Legislators. For more information contact: Donna Wise, 202/



(St. Paul, Mn.) Actor Martin Sheen, star of the Vietnam War epic
Appealypse Now, was in Minnesota recently taping the narration for a
e1'ocal ly-pr.o-duced Agent-Orange film ;dochide-ntary.

Film In The Cities, a Twin Cities baced non-profit media resource
center, is producing the documentary film project on Agent Orange --
focusing on the possible impact that exposure to this toxic chemical
had on a Vietnam veteran and his family. The documentary, over one
year in the making, is a joint project undertaken by Film In The
Cities and the Minnesota Veterans Coalition. The Minnesota Veterans
Coalition is a non-profit veterans advocacy organization working
toward an equitable, and expeditious, resolution of the Agent Orange
issue. The film is slated for completion before the end of the year,
with only final editing remaining.

Sheen said he is volunteering his services because of his growing

interest in Agent Orange, "I first heard about Agent Orange in the
early 1970's, but then 1 learned a lot more while doing 'Apocalypse
Now' from all the Vietnam veterans | had close associations with as
extras," “heen told reporters at a press conference.

And he said his brother John, a Vietnam veteran, suffers severe

headaches and fits of depression that his brother attributes to the
chemical.

Sheen said he is offering his services, not as an expert on the
subject, but as a patriotic: gesture. "You can't live in a free
society like ours without giving something back,"” he said.

Jim Gambone, who is directing the film, said that about $13,000 has
been raised for the film so far, and that an estimated $15,000 more
is needed to cover production costs.

Tax deductible film contributions can be made to:

Agent Orange Film Project Fund
c/o Film In The Ci ties

2388 University Avenue

St. Paul, Minnesota 55108

Contributions of $10 or more w be credited in the film.

("Agent Orange film gets star or", St. Paul Pioneer Press,
Oct. 3, 1980.)

Editor's Note: The next issue of "Agent Orange: An Update" will
feature excerpts from the public meeting-of the Interagency Work Group
To Study PosciblO Long-Term Health Effects Of Phenoxy Herbicides

And Contaminants, on September 22, 1980.

(Washington, D.C.) Senator Alan Cranston's office is distributing
an "Agent Orange Examination Questionnaire"’ designed to a,:ertain

the quality of care, the timeliness of examination scheduling, and
the veterans overall perception of the Veterans Administration Medical
Center's Agent Orange screening program. Contact Senator Cranston's
office for further information.



AGENT ORANGE

US. Hunts For Convicts

In Agent Orange Test

(Washington, 0.C.) Seventy prisoners in
Philadelphia were used as human guinea pigs in
the mid-1960s to test a cancer-causing compon-
ent used in Agent Orange and other controver-
sial heroicides.

The experiments were conducted by Dr. Albert
M. Klingman, a University of Pennsylvania
dermatologist, on Holmesburg Prison inmates
under a $10,000 contract with the Dow Chemical
Co.

According to government documents, Klingman
strayed far from the cautious testing program
aut™-ised by Dow, applying such a high dose
of | toxic chemical to the backs of 10
prisoners that eight of the men developed a
skin disease lasting four to seven months.

"Information about ttf KLingman experiments
, - -COULD BE VALUABLE TO, . .THOUSANDS OF

Vietnam veterans.,.

Since learning of the Klingman experiment
two months ago, the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency has been searching in vain for
the prisoners exposed to dioxin, especially
the 10 who got the heaviest dose.

Klingman, prison authorities, Philadelphia
city officials and Dow spokesmen have informed
the EPA that they have no records identifying
the *as
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UPDATE

EPA officials would not comment publicly,
but an agency source mentioned three reasons
why the identity and location of those exposed
to dioxin in Philadelphia are important:

-The Klingman experiments were a rare, if
not unique, instance in which the level
of exposure of humans to dioxin is known.
-The individuals subjectea o dioxin near-
ly 15 years ago may be suffering from
long-term health effects that, iIf detect-
ed in time, could be treated successfully.
There were no systematic follow-up medic-
al studies after the experiments.
-The present condition of those persons
could provide valuable evidence in the
bitter debate over whether the dioxin-
laden herbicides are safe t use.

Information about the Kl"ngman experiments
also could be valuable t the thousands of
Vietnam veterans who claim, in a lawsuit
against the government and five chemical com-
panies, that they suffered ailments ranging
from festering sores to malignant tumors and
that their children suffered birth defects be-
cause of Agent Orange.

A little over a year ago, 1,800 pages of
Pentagon documents obtained by the Philadelphia
Inquirer showed that Klingman tested mind con-
trol, skin hardening and other chemical agents
on 320 inmates at Holmesburg. The tests were
done under a $386,486 contract between the
Army and the University of Pennsylvania.

Klingman conducted the experiments secretly
from 1964 to 1968 1n two aluminum trailers
equipped with padded cells and parked on the
prison grounds in northeast Philadelphia. It
was revealed earlier that prisoners at Holmes-
burg also were used to test drugs for the
Central Intelligence Agency.

Convict Hunt continued on page 4
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| AGENT CRANGE FILM FREMIER IN MINNESOTA
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The Minnesota Veterans Coalition and Film In
The Cities would like to invite you to the
premier showing of the film Agent Orange: A
Story of Dignity and Doubt on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 28th, 1981 in Saint Paul, Minnesota.
Place: Saint Thomas College, Murray Hall
Parking at lot on Summit & Cleveland
Time: Refreshments start at 7:00 P_M.
Program will beginat 8:00 P.M.
Cost: Film, Program, and Reception $5.00
Donations are tax deductable.
Martin Sheen, star of Apocalypse Now, has
narrated this film and will be present at
all of the above functions including a party
to be announced. Please reserve you spot by
making a check payable to Film In The Cities
Agent Orange Project, 2333. University Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55114 or call (612) 646-6104.

P.1
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE: EXCERPTS FROM
THE NOVEMBER MEETING

The following iInformation was taken
from the November meeting of the
Advisory Committee On Health-Related
Effects OF Herbicides.

International Studies: conducted in
Sweden and Germany indicate, despite
some reservations, .that there 1s a
..."correlation between exposure to
phenoxy acid herbicides and an in-
creased risk of some forms of cancer?
(Source: Advisory meeeting, pp-2,3
Dr. John A. Moore, Chair, Scientific
Panel of the Interagency Work Group)

Aqunt*Orano * Registry: ai. of November
1980, 30,000 veterans have received
the Agent Orange exam, and 16,000
medical records have been placed into
the computer. The code sheets obtain-
ing the Agent Orange exam data is
reviewed by the Medical Administration
Service in the Central office for
accuracy and completeness, and then
are mailed to the St. Paul Data Proc-
essing Center where they are Inputed
Into their computer (ie, the Agent
Orange Registry).

Birth Defects:Animal Study: the study
conducted by Dr. James Lamb which in-
volved some 3,00 near term fetuses
and 2,000 live offspring was heralded
by Max Cleland as possibly providing-
answers to vets concerned about their
birth defects concern. Or. Lamb"s
summary of the study stated that the
data does not..."support the pre-
sumption that Agent Orange 1s respon-
sible for former Vietnam veterans
fathering children with an unusual
nuriber of birth defects nor for the
veterans experiencing a loss of fert-
ility." The Ilrony of the release of
this report Is the fact that the VA
has reiterated time and time again
that veterans should not extrapolate
from animal research data about the
effects of dioxin exposure to prob-
lems associated with human exposure.
The question here is In regard to the
relevance of animal studies to human
exposure. The VA seems to be saying
that with regard to other medical
problems, such as the carcinogenicity
of the herbicide, veterans shouldn™t
place much crecedence on these studies
but 1t 1s allright for the VA to place
significance on animal studies on the
birth defects Issue. This 1s to say
the least a most paradoxical position.

Pathology Study: the Armed Forces
Institute of Pathology started an
Agent Orange Pathology Registry two
years ago. The AFIP Registry looks
at surgical or autopsy materials
which are suspected to be related to
herbicide exposure. The Registry
currently has 90 entries in its Agent
Orange classification. The entries to
the AFIP Registry are submitted by
both service and civilian hospitals.

The AFIP has asked that all surgical
or autopsy materials secured from
Vietnam vaterans be forwarded to the
Institute. The Institute would like
to review the Agent Orange Registry
in St. Paul so as to locate cancer
patients and request that they submit
a biopsy to the Institute if they
haven®t already done so. The AFIP,
which was created more than 100 years
ago, has 33 different Registrles"with
nearly 2 million entries.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE HEALTH-

-RELATED EFFECTS OF HERBICIDES

The next meeting of the Advisory
Committee 1is scheduled for February
4, 1981 1n room 119 of the Vetersns
Administration Central Jffice <hich
1s located at 810 Vermont Avc.,
Washington, O.C.

The agenda includes; a report on VA
activities wUh regard to the liter-
ature review of scientific reports;
the Agent Orange videotape; the Agent
Orange Bulletin; the epidemeological
study, and the Agent Orange registry.
Also on the agenda are; reports from
various veterans organizations; a
review of the dioxin registry; an up-
date on the Seveso experience; a crop
duster study; a discussion of the
environmental fate of TCDD; the stat-
us of the birth defects study being
conducted by the Center for Dlseasa
Control; and a report on the clinical
research underway at the Environmen-
tal Sciences Laboratory.

AGENT GRANGE LAWSUIT FROCEEDS

(New York, N.Y.) A ruling by Judge Pratt, a
Federal Court Judge in the Eastern District,
has dismissed the government from the Agent
Orange lawsuit. Pratt"s pretrial order cited
sovereign immunity as the basis for removing
the government from the lawsuit. The govern-
ment had been named as a party of the lawsuit
by both the veteran plaintiffs and the chem-
ical companies who are defendants In what
some people have characterized as the largest
product liability suit 1n the history of our
legal system.

The chemical manufacturers are asking Judge
Pratt to dismiss the suit against them on the
grounds that the government contract they
agreed to compelled them to make the herbicide
t the governments specifications. Therefore,
if the courts find that the government is not
liable 1n this suit they should also rule that
the chemical companies are not liable either.
Judge Pratt has ordered that thp iiscovery
phase of the pretrial proceed & has indicat-
ed that a trial date may be set sometime very
soon.

In another recent c_jrt decision Judge Pratt
ruled to accept certification of a class
action with regard to this suit.

F.2



AGENT ORANGE MINMESGA'S EXPERIENCE

(St. Paul, Hn.) Minnesota™s Agent Orange Out-
reach program was a higMy successful one with
over 13,736 veterans requesting exams from the
VA. However, the program has had its share of
problems. By sharing our programs problems
with others we hope that you may be able t
avoid, or diminsh, similar problems in your
states Agent Orange Outreach program.

Problems:

1. Misplaced records.

2. No report of Agent Orange exam results.
3. Clarification of reason for follow-up exam.
4. Exam unavailable for incarcerated vets.
5. Need for outreach to minority-community.
6. Ignorance about purpose of the exam.

7. Dermatological follow-ups.

8. Exam travel reimbursement.

9. Exam *No-Shows™.

1. Misplaced Records

Veterans requesting their Agent Orange exam
records are having problems obtaining
access to them sometimes. Often times this
problem is related to the fact that records
may be at some station within the nospital
or outpatient clinic, or being duplicated
to be sent to the Central Registry, and
therefore aren™t in the Records Department.

2. No report of Agent Orange exam resuits
It is a matter or common courtesy that vet-
erans be informed about the results of
their exams, be they positive or negative.
This was not being done iIn Minnesota. We
have since obtained an agreement from the
VA to notify all vets about the results of
their exans, and have been informed that
the notification letters have all been sent
out.

3. Clarification of reason for follow-up exam
Veterans being called back for follow-up
work or for aftercare should be notified
why they are being called back. Often times
follow-up exams aren"t scheduled right away
and vets and their families become fearful
that the VA found cancer or something else
medically wrong with them. Vets and their
families should not be faced with the
apprehension of not knowing why they have
been called back. We have made arrangements
with our VA t alter their standard forms
in this area so as t provide this infor-
mation to the veteran.

Minnesota Experience continued on page 5

Minnesota Agent Orange Exams - Jan. 1981
Total veterans examined 4,882

Follow-ups (exams or aftercare) 1,071

Admissions to hospital 8
Number died 0
Future appointment dates 3

HAQS WSTE STE HN LIKE HOHFOAD

(St. Paul, fin) Minnesota®s search for a pro-
posed hazardous waste site is starting to re-
semble a game of hot-potato. In every meeting
conducted by the newly created Minnesota Waste
Manage®  * Board members have repeatedlt heard
from 1 lents, local officials and experts -
that their area is simply not suitable for
such a dump.

The Board is charged with finding a site by
1983 and nas notified all counties that they
will look at every area of the state in iIts
deliberations. The Board is currently in the
process of conducting informational hearings
throughout the state, explaining how the
sitting process will work and encouraging
citizens to participate 1n the process.

Hot-Potato Game continued on page 5

HAODS DMING ATIZANS HOTUE

The Pollution Control Agency, in Minnesota,
has established a toll-free HOTLINE PHONE
for citizens to report suspected improper
hazardous waste disposal sites. The number is:
800/652-9747 .

Agency officials said citizens should look
for abandoned or buried barrels, oil or sludge
spills, chemical odors and dead vegltation or
wildlife near suspected disposal sites.

PAGE 3



Convict Hunt from p.1

"In light of today®"s law and ethics, these
experiments on prisoners are horrifying,"
said Williamn A. Butler, a lawer for the
Environmental Defense Fund.

('But)the prisoners were certainly not
volunteers in any sense that 1 know about.
They did It because they were trying to get
parole or some break that would get them out
earlier.”

Each prisoner was to sign-a form that told
him nothing of the risk involved or even what
chemical was to be used. The form simply
authorised '‘the hospital, laboratories or
others to perform medical and other tests on
me' and neither they nor the prison were to be
held "responsible in any way for any complica-
tions or untoward results that may arise."

Klingman began the testing using a dose of
only .2 micrograms of dioxin on 60 prisoners,
but nothing happened. So, in a second exper-
iment that Rowe said he knew nothing about
until 1t was over, Klingman applied 7,500
mici®jgrans of TCDD to the skin of 10 prison-
ers. That was 46B times the maximum dosage
recomnended by Dow. Eight of those prisoners
got chloracne that lasted up to seven montl.s.

According to Klingman, "Eight of 10 subjects
showed acne form lesions usually beginning
(after) three to four weeks ... In three in-
stances the lesions progressed to inflammatory
pustules and papules. These lesions laste- for
four to seven months, since no :."fort was made
to speed healing by active treatment ... In no
instance was there labatory or clinical evi-
dence of toxicity ..."

Dow Insists that they knew nothing about the
high dose given to the prisoners. However,
Verald Keith Rowe, former director of toxicol-
ogy and environmental research for Dow, ack-
nowledged In EPA hearings that he indicated to
Klingman after the first experiments that Dow
would pay for further testing.

Asked why Dow is fighting so hard against
the proposed EPA oan when the herbicide, 2,4,5
-T, accounts for only $14 million of the com-
pany"s annual sales, which reached $8.2 bill-
ion In 1979, Bob Charlton, public relations
manager for Dow"s agricultural products dep-

artment replied:

"There®s a scientific principle at stake
here. This is a product that has been used for
over 30 years and has been more widely studied
and tested than most drugs found in your med-
icine cabinet.

"The preponderance of data demonstrates that
2,4,5-T does not pose an unreasonable risk. So
if that product can be restricted in such a
rash manner, then what other Important chemic-
al tools might also be unnecessarily restrict-
ed."

That 1s not the way the EPA reads the data.

The government contends that when the herb-
icides are spread on forests, rights of way,
pastures, range lands, rice and fruit crops,
humans are exposed to chemicals that *“may
result 1n cancer, Increased susceptibility t
disease through suppression .of the Immune re-
sponse, and Increased risks of bearing defect-
ive children or of terminating a pregnancy by
miscarriage or stillbirth.”

Dow says low exposure levels of its herbi-
ides are safe. The government says science has
not yet established that there are any safe
levels of exposure to TCDD.

In that critical debate, both sides agree
that some answers could come from the men who
served as laboratory *‘volunteers™ at Holmes-
burg Prison - if only they could be found.

(Source: Aaron Epstein, Pioneer Press Washing-
ton Bureau.)

Truly Horrifying

(t. Paul, Mn.) "In light of today"s law and
ethics, sthese experiments on prisoners are
horrifying', a spokesman for an environmental
group said. The man had the right word -
horrifying - but the qualifier wasn"t needed.
The experiments are horrifying by anytime®"s
ethics, if not law.

The particular experiments, iIn the mid-
1960s, Involved dioxin, a chemical widely used
in herb._1des, including the controversial
Agent Orange of Vietnam fame. The researcher
is"a University of Pennsylvania dermatologist.
Dr. Albert M. Klingman, who had earlier done
work for the Army and CIA, using prison in-
mates in Philadelphia as guinea pigs to test
various chemical aaents.

Klingman"s work with dioxin.,,reads like a

MAD SCIENTIST HORROR STORY,"

Now, It is true that law and custom at that
time permitted prisoners to volunteer for med-
ical experiments 1n exchange for or anticipa-
tion of preferential treatment. Most states
won"t permit this anymore. But Klingman®s work
with dioxin, as reported by the Pioneer Prers
Washington Bureau, reads like a mad scientist
horror story.

Truly Horrifying continued on p.6



Minnesota Experience from p.3

5. Need for outreach to minority community
A concerted effort should be made to reach
the minority comnunity. We have found that
our work with the vets organizations and
the mass media has not reached the minority
community. This is an area which needs some
special attention, and extra effort.

6. Ignorance about the purpose of the exam
What we hear more then anything else about
the Agent Orange exam from those veterans
on the street, is tnat the exam is a waste
of time. Vets perceive the exam iIn this
manner because they hear that no one will
be able to tell them whether or not they
have dioxin in their system, whether or not
they were actually exposed to the herbicide,
or how dioxin poisoning would be treated
(not a treatment of the symptoms).

The VA, and concerned vets groups, should
inform vets that there are no diagnostic
tools currently available to detect the
presence of dioxin in the system, or 1t

be able to inform a vet as to whether or
not he may have been exposed. However, the
collection of medical data through the exam
is important for a number of other, less
personal, reasons. All of the data is being
forwarded to a central registry for an
analysis by scientific researchers to de-
termine pattems of radical problems and
whether the incidence of certain problem”.
1s greater then that expected to be seen in
a population of non-veteran peers matchec
for similar characteristics.

7. Dermatological follos-ups
Over SG« of veterans being called back Into
the VAVC for follow-up work here fall into
the catagory of dermatological problems.
The VA admitted with theilr creation of a
Chloracne Task Force that it was very
difficult to diagnose chloracne. We feel
1t is imperative that special attention
be given to problems iound in this area
since they may be Indicative of exposure.
If the results of your states exams falls
into a pattern like ours In Minnesota, you
should bring this data, and a request for
an anaylsls of these cases, to the Task
Force for their consideration.

8. Exam travel reimbursement
Vets are confused about VA policy with re-
gard to travel reimbursement for an Agent
Orange exam. The bottom line is that if
this exam program Is designed to collect
valuable research information which will
orove instrumental in addressing this issue,
tien is It unreasonable for vets to ask for
and expect travel reimbursement for their
participation in the collection of this In-
formation? We believe that their request is
not unreasonable and that the VA should
consider this as an expense related to the
collection of resear :h data. If the VA
does not find this acceptable they should
consider the recommendation we made over a
year ago to let those vets Interested in
the exam wno live great distances from
VAMC®s cbtcin the exam through their pri-
vate physician.

9. Exam "No-Shows'
13,736 veterans in Minnesota asked for an
Agent Orange exam, their request being gen-
erated by an outreach questional re sent out
by our State Department of Veterans Affairs.
Out of those 13,736 approximately 7,000
either failed to complete and return the VA
form for scheduling an exam which was sent
to them, or they did not show up for their
scheduled exam. Yre reason for the large
number of no-shows gsn only be guessed at
right now. At our request the VA did send a
follow-up letter to no-shows asking 1f they
were still interested in obtaining an exam.
Our group hopes to do a survey to ascertain
the reasons why so many vets don"t seem to
be interested in the exam, after initially
requesting it. Points which we raised earl-
ier (M6 and 7) with regard to iIgnorance
about the purpose of the exam and travel
reimbursement are suspected to be key fact-
ors. Yet we feel a real need to get more
concrete information here which will pro-
vide factual information, both for our
programs success as well as for those only
in the starting or planning stage.

Hot-Potato from p.3

As one part of the solution to the state®s
hazardous waste problems, the Minnesota Poll-
ution Control Agency this year adopted strict
rules for the management of hazardous wastes
throughout their entire life cycle - from
“cradle to gae"." Specifically, the rules are
designed to:

- identify the State"s hazardous wastes;

- establish a tracking system to follow haz-
ardous wastes from generator to disposal
site;

- set environmental and safety standards for
storage, transportation, processing and
disposal of hazardous wastes;

- require permits for hazardous waste treat-
ment and disposal facilities.

(Source: St. Paui Dispatch, Thursday, Dec. 4,
1980, Hazardous Waste Site Hunt Like Hot-
Potato Game, and Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency 1930 Biennial Report.)

NATIONAL CONFERBNCE ON AGENT CRANGE

the National Veterans Task Force On

Age”™t Orange is sponsoring a Vietnam
veterans Conference on Agent Orange,

on May 23-24, 1981 in Washington, D.C
For further information contact:

Ruth Schaffer, Chairperson
Agent Or. rge Conference

City Un% rsity of New York

635 East odth. Street (Caldwell)
New York, N.Y. 10021

Phone: (212) 794-5757 or / 4-5753



Truly Horrifying from p.4

Oow Chemical Co. was interested in determin-
ing the level at which exposure of humans to
dioxin produces a certain skin disease that
had boen seen among Dow employees. Arrange-
ments were made for Dr. Klingman to run a ser-
ies of tests on prisoners at Homesburg Prison.
He did so at the prescribed levels and nothing
happened, So Klingman proceeded *'more vigor-
ously™ with a new group of 10 inmates and
painted their backs with a solution containing
468 times the maximum dosage recommended by
Dow.

Eight of the ten prisoners developed skin
diseases that lasted (untreated) for four to
seven months, but Dow never learned the
“threshold” level of dioxin hazard in terms
of skin disease: iIt"s somewhere between the
maximum tested In the First round and the
level used in the "vigorous' experiment.

Presumably, neither Klingman nor Oow knew
that dioxin was a cancer-cai®smg chemical -
It"s now considered by some scientists to be
possibly *“the most powerful 1 carcinogen known'
- but everyone involved, except the prisoners,
knew it was a very strong chemical. Dow offic-
ials have testified iIn government hearings
that they urged a "‘highly conservative appro-
ach” to the studies and wanted warning labels
on tne bottles of chemicals.

It was known then that animals exposed to
dioxin suffered Uver damage at about 10 times
the dose required to affect the skin.

What, you might ask, happened to the 10
prisoners? If the chemical in a potent carcin-
ogen, one might expect to see cancers 15 years
after such exposure. Well, nobody knows what
happened to the prisoners. There are no rec-
ords around to show who they were, where they
went, what happened to them. Are they healthy
and happy? Do they need help? Are they all
dead? As long as that incredibly "vigorous"
experiment wa done, it would be nice to know.
It would be neccesary to help, If help is
needed.

Even if you're absolutely cold-blooded about
this sort of thing - If you believe deep In
your heart that human experimentation is OK
(so long as the guinea pig Is ''someone else™)
- the carelessness and casual ness of this Job
Ic wspr(Jlvable.

(Source: Editorial, St. Paul Pioneer Press,
Thursday, January 15, 1981.)

Australian Agent Orange Study Planned

(Australia) The Commonwealth Institute of
Health is undertaking a study to determine the
significance of herbicide exposure 1n S_E.
Asia reporte by Austailian veterans. The
study will Include not only those who served
1n Vietnam between 1902 and 1972, but also
those Austral Han Government staff who served
in Vle nam during this period.

The Government has decided that all service-
men and public servants who served in Vietnam
should be subject to the same study even if
methodologically the results for public serv-
ants, Royal Australllan Air Force and Royal
Australlian Navy personnel have to be handled
separately. The protocol for the study has ..«
yet been finally decided.

President Reagan CN Agent Orange

(Washington, D.C.) The Chairman of President
Reagan®s veterans affairs transition coim.ittee
says veterans were ‘mn." hejvily involved ih
the 1980 national campaign than any eltrtion
since 1920 - and we"ve got to do right by themt”

William H. Ayers, who served on the House
Veterans Affairs Committee for his entire 20
years (1951-71) as an Ohio Congressman, said
the Vietnam veteran "woke up politically” in
the 1980 campaign.

"Most wp~e too young to be active in the
1972 campaign. They avoided the 1976 campaign
because of the opposition of many people to
the war in Vietnam.

""Reagan is going to have to do right by them.
When you awake a sleeping giant (nine million
veterans) you don"t want to make them mad by
failing to live up to their expectations,"’
Ayers said.

Ayers said the transition team will give
serious thought to the Agent Orange problem.
‘We"ll have to decide the proper way to go in
determining whether Agent Orange was harmful
to the health of people who served In Vietnam.
We’re uncertain whether this research should
be done by an independent organization or by
the National Institutes of Health. We do feel
that any veteran who feels he has Agent Orange
(problems) should automzfically be admitted to
a Veterans Administrate. hospital and treated
and tested for the ailment,' Ayers said.
(Source: Army Times Newspaper, December, 1980)

Chloracne Task FrORCE Established

(Washington, D.C.) Chloracne is a skin dis-
ease that 1s often reffered t as the hull-
mark of dioxin exposure. Industrial workers
exposed to dioxin have experienced re-occur-
ing skin problems. Unfortunately, chloracne
1s not always eas. to distinguish from other
more common forms of acne. To overcome this
problem, a Chlo/acne Task Forcu has been
established, headed by Or. Kenneth Halprin,
a physician at Miami VA Medical Center.

A group of four distinguished dermatologists
are currently designing a protocol for chlor-
acne examinations. They are in the process of
developing educational materials on this sub-
ject for tie VA's environmental physicians.

The task force has another Job: reviewing
previously denied claims for skin conditions
to check for possible misdiagnosis.

Minnesota Contacts On The Agent Orange Issue

The Veterans Administration Center 725-4115

VA Hospital -Minneapolis 725-6767
VA K-oital -St. Cloud 252-1670
VA Hospital -Fargo, N.D. 701/232-3241
State Dept, of Veterans Affairs 296-2783
Minnesota Veterans C lition 690-5557
Veterans of Foreign Wars 726-1777
American Legion 291-1800
Disabled American Veterans 291-1212
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The Minnesota Veterans Coalition and Film in the Cities present:

AGENT ORANGE: A Story of Dignity and Doubt
2388 University Avenue- St. Paul, MN 55108

You can help us get this film distributed and pay for production and distribution
costs. Here are a few suggestions:

1. Approach your local public library and tell them you want them to purchase
a print of the film. If 20 people do this- by phone or in person- they will
seriously consider it. This is one way to have at least one copy in your
community and not have to pay rental fees. Any member of the library can
check out a filml

2. Ask your Statewide Legion, VFW, or DAV to purchase a print or prints for u”e
in meetings, educational programs and rublic discussions.

3. Ask your university or community college library to purchase a print of the
film. Again, if enough people ask, in this case 5 to 10, they will usually
comply.

4. Call your local public, commercial jtations, and pay TV stations and ask
them to show the documentary with a follow-up show that includes resource
people to answer questions abe*n Agent Orange. Contact community and political
organizations, clergy, city ci .cil members, labor unions, women % groups,
environmental organizations who can express and organize support on the
community level for airing this film.

5. Contact your State Humanities Commission about securing a grant to purchase
a print of the film to be shown as part of a public forum series around your
state. The Minnesota Humanities Commission has awarded such a grant to the
Minnesota Veterans Coalition. The Coalition is willing to send you a copy of
the grant to use as a model. This can also provide some money to a Vietnam
vet who wants to coordinate the program.

As you can see, there are many ways you can get access to the film and help pay
for production and distribution costs.

"AGENT ORANGE: A Story of Dignity and Doubt" 1is the 1st independently produced
film that is publically a ailable on the Agent Orange issue. Produced by Jim
Cambone and narrated by Martin Sheen, the film tells the human stories of veterans
and their families who feel they have been affected by Agent Orange, It is an
outreach tool that should be shown wherever thereare Vietnam veterans or others
concerned about the environment and overall healthof their community. Indicate
your order below by circling the appropriate filmor tape sizes. Please include
$15.00 for shipping and insurance.

videotape 3/4"™ or 1/2" UHS 16mm film, 1/2-hour
one-time showing $ 50 + $15 one-time showing $ 60 + $15
one week rental $100 + $15 one week showing $125 + $15

NAME DATE NEEDED

ADDRESS

PHONE GROUP

Please allow a minimum of four weeks for delivery.
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The class action suit which has bkem filed on benalf of all veterans is the it
largest products ” liability lawsulit in legal history. Here are some points
to consider if you are interesteds In Becominy trmvotve® in tH¥ class action

suit: .
MW g\ iy
- W*-w o -w .elW.-- r~~.- --0—  —---——————- r - ji—- B Rehoi Pt
product liability attorneys can handle your case, there are. attorneys-
. who have a special interest and expertise with the. Agent Orange issued

;&5@: "- mo some research* Contact Vietnam veterans “organizations, .traditional,"
veterans “organizations (American Legion, VFW, Disabled American Vets)
and ask them about legal counsel. Call your local Bar Association or
Legal Referral Service with specific questions about attorneys who have
been involved with Agent Orange; i.e., those who have a history of -
experience with the, Agent Orange issue. " ., V"

3V Ultimately, IeQaI deciéidns are up to the individdal vetéran and.kis
J" her family. ""Good research and caution will save you headaches and- <"RIii®

problems

>V LEGAL BACKGROUND
) Xl o e [} *F I'-
The first "Agent Orange"™ lawsuit was filed in January 1979 in New York,. Plaintiffs,; /t
veterans, their spouses and their children, alleged that the defendents, Dow Chem-- * \
ical Company and seven other major chemical companies, manufactured and sold to
the federal government herbicides contaminated with a dioxin, TCDD. Plaintiffs
also alleged that dioxin exposure causes a wide range of maladies, including, but
not limited to, cancer and genetic damage to offspring. The chemical company
mdefendants denied that there is scientifically conclusive proof establishing that .7$
. >dioxin causes the problems alleged and also brought a third party lawsuit against
the federal government alleging that the government cot jelled them to manufacture.
the dioxin-cc ntaminated herbicides in accordance with government specifications.

K i

In. December 1980 Judge George C. Pratt, the federal district court judge handling,-"" . ]
the Agent, .Orange, litigation, ..ruled.sthatethe plaintiffs could maintain their law®-;>Vi>K-M
rrL. v equit dis & Uclass, action'; that, the ehemidal coMpanies™idift'against ﬁ:e-ﬁﬁﬂé?ﬁ1’1%i

- v * gc”ernment’be dismissed .oh? tire. basis of sovereign immunity ; and that!~tile-"chemical

In January 1981 plaintiffs brought suit against the federal government alleging,
among other things, that the procurement of dioxin-contaminated herbicides was
illegal and that the Veterans Administration is guilty to failure to diagnose,
treat and compensate exposed veterans.

If plaintiffs prevail, the chemicals companies will be restrained from manufacturing
dioxin-contaminated products and will be required to compensate their victims.

i+
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GLOSSARY (CONT.)

Keratin - A highly insoluble protein which is the prin—
cipal constituent of hair, nails, horny tissues,
the outer layer of the skin, and the basic ma—
terial of tooth enamel.

Nodule (also node) - A solid mass of tissue in the form
of a knot or Jhump".

Pustule - A visible collection of pus, often in a hair
follicle or sweat pore.

TCDD (2,3,7,S-tetrachlorodibenzo-p”dioxin) - A contaminant
of the chlorinated phenoxy herbicide 2,4,5-T.

2,4,5-T (2,4,5-trichlorophenoxyacetic acid) - An herbicide
which is widely used throughout the world. Al—
though temporarily banned in this country for
use on rice, rangeland, and rights-of-way, it
is still allowed to be used on non-food crops,
vacant lots, industrial, sites, around airports,
and along certain rights-of-way.
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Chloracne is a skin disease which is similar to com—
mon acne (acne vulgaris), but which is caused by exposure
to certain chemicals. It is most commonly characterized
by straw-colored cysts, blackheads (comedones), abscesses,
and nodules.

In the first stages of chloracne, blackheads appear,
most commonly on the face, neck, back, and groin areas.
Unlike common acne, the blackheads generally involve every
hair follicle. The blackheads themselves are created when
the follicles become filled with keratin (the principal
element of hair, nails, and the outer layer of the skin).
This process is called follicular hyperkeratinization.

The blackheads generally become quite prominent, appearing
as blimps.

As the chloracne progresses, the walls of the folli—
cles are destroyed, and their contents- large keratinous
"seeds”Z pour out and create abscesses. This particular
process does not occur with common acne. The latter stages
of chloracne are characterized by abscesses, pustules, and
nodules. The various stages of chloracne do not necessar—
ily occur simultaneously; for example, new blackheads will
appear throughout the course of the disease.

In some of the more severe cases of chloracne, sheets
of follicular hyperkeratosis cover areas of the skin, and
hard, reddish nodes form on other areas. The severity of
chloracne depends not oi.ly on the degree of exposure, but
also on the individual. Many cases of chloracne among in—
dustrial workers have cleared up within a few years after
exposure, while some cases continued to persist even fif—
teen years later.

Most cuses of chloracne have been accompanied by
other disturbances, the more common being abnormal growth
of hair, abnormal increase in skin pigmentatifn, liver
disease, gastrointestinal disturbances, neuromuscular dis—
orders, and psychological disturbances. It is not known
whether any of thesr. disturbances are directly related to
chloracne; however, chloracne is felt to be ©he most sen—
sitive indication of chemical poisoning.



In a medical examination, it may be difficult to dis—
tinguish chloracne from common acne, particularly in wi.ld
cases. Therefore, the medical history shoulo include pos—
sible exposure to acnegenic chemicals, as well as their
accompanying disturbances, such as those listed on the pre—
vious page.

C,"".oracne does not respond to the usual methods of
treatment Cor common acne or other skin diseases. However,
both Plewig and Taylor have reported success in using vita—
min A acid (retinoic acid) in concentrations ranging from
0.05% to 0.3$ in various basesO Taylor also points out
that the synthetic vitamin A, 13-cis retinoic acid, has
produced excellent results in treating other skin diseases..

Chloracne was first reported by Herxheimer in 1899
anons workers involved in the manufacture of chlorine
gas. As a result, chloracne was thought to be caused by
chlorine. Since then, however, numerous studies have
shown chloracne to be associated with the class of chem—
icals known as the halogennted aromatic compounds.
(These compounds are derived from the halogens fluorine,
chlorine, bromine, and iodine.) More specifically, chlcjr-
ac.ne is thought to be caused by the various contaminants
of these compounds, such a3 the chlorinated dibenzodioxins
and the chlorinated dibenzofurans. One of the chlorinated
dibenzodioxins is TCDD, which is a contaminant of the her—
bicide k,4,5-T. TCDD is one of the most toxic substances
known to humankind.

GLOSSARY

Abscess - A localized collection of pus in a cavity.
Acne vulgaris - Common acnc.
Acnegenic - Acne-producing.

Comedones (also called blackheads) - Plugs in the excre—
tory duct.3 of the skin.

Contaminant - As used here, an unwanted byproduct pro—
duced during the manufacture of chemicals.

Cyst - A closed cavity containing liquid or semisolid
material.

Excretory duct - A passage for eliminating waste mate—
rials.

Follicle - A sac oi cavity; a small excretory sac or
gland. (sv-e hair follicle.)

Follicular hyperkeratinization - A process in which the
lining, of a follicle be .nr- to produce keratin,
until the follicle beer men a sac of keratin.

Follicular hyperkeratosis - A disease characterized by
the excessive production of keratin in the
horny layers of the* skin,

Hair folliol* - The sac from which the heirs grow.

ilalogonated aromatic compounds - The class of chemical
compounds which are derived from the halogens
fluorine, chlorine, bromine, and iodine. The
extensive range of products whirl, come from
these compounds Include herbicides, pesticides,
soaps, disinfectants, wood preservative:*, flame
retardants, electrical 5riruiat.nrs, fi.iri«ides,
paints, varnishes, and i.icquers.
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BY LEWib M. MILFORD

hen the U.S. Department of
Defense began spraying Viet-

Orange in 1962 it had con-

ducted .0 tests for impacts on human .

health jnd it took no precautions to limit
I, are ofground troops. Army manuals
de .rlbed_Agient Oranga, a combination of
'.*gchemlca372,4.5- containing dioxin,
and 24-D- -as "relatively non-toxit to man
oranimals.” ,

As spraying_increased during the war’s
peak }/ears, 1% and_ 1968 reports of hirth
defects and miscarriages among Vietna-
mese d|g9ers began 10 surfacé. At the
same tin7. Government studies showed
that the 245-T in Agent Orange caused
deaths an fstjllbirths among Ia%orator ani-

~ Late in_ 1969 the "While House
hoi,ed to_rublic pressure and ordered the
Defense Department to phase rut the use
of Agent Omnge In Vietnam. The Penta-
%ono eyed, but stressed that no damage to

uman_Deingt had been demonstrated,
Dow Chemi<nl Company, a principal
Irtée%PaliJrI]netnrm if Agent Orange, echoed the

‘| he issue was left in relative obscurity
Fn'[l 1979, w ten Vietnam veterans in their
ate twenties and early thirties began to
complain of an unusual array of health
Pro,blems: skin rashes, fatigue, numbness in
heir fingers and togs—and cancer. They
had children with sejiotis birth defeats, and
many veterans’ wives suftered miscar-
ragés, The problems were remarkably
sintilar to health problems reported by
workers who had been exposed to dioxin in
industrial achdents. , ,

Veterans by the hundreds tiled claims
lor compensafion with the Veterans Ad-
ministration (VA), charging f!  their
problems were caused by Agent Orange ex-
posure during military service. But the VA
denied the” clajms—1uota than five
|housan%of them by this year.

For three years, rhe VA's position has
remained simple and uninformed: There is
no scientific evidence to show that Agent
Orange causes long-term health eroblems.
Veterans who complain that the VA policy

Leww M. Milford ix a lawyer at the. Na-
tional Veterans Law Center at_American
University in Washlngton, D.C. The Canter
has represented Vietam veterans and vet-
er%ns,exposed to radiation by the atmo-
spheric te: mg ptogram.
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Ignores a massive amount of scientific data
to the contrary frequently have met little
more than cold stares. ‘Some veterans,
when they chose to jrgue, have been
quickly shuffled off to a’\VA psychiatrist,

In “June, Congress took dn important
step to improve VA medical trcutme " for
veterans exposed to Agent Orange: i il
the Senate and ‘he House ?assed simv, >
bills that would give *hese veterans pnontK
medical care if the VA finds their healt
problems are related_to A?ent Orange.
And that is the catch: The veterans will get
hospital care only if 'he VA decides there is
"credible medical evidence" linking health

Eroblems to Agent Orange. (Senator Alan
Vanston, the“California Democrat who
monsored the Senate bill, made it clear he
b'U] "cs such evidence exists.)

It some compromise. proposal becomes
law, the VA 1t the first time would be
forced to decide which health problems
may be caused by Agent Orange. An obvi-
ousconcern is that the VA may defeat these
le |%|a‘|v,e efforts to compenSate veterans
bg olding firm to.its current positign.
& ven if fhe VA docs open_its hospital
oors to veterans with Agent Orange prob-
Iemf,, there Is some question concernm? the
quality of niedical care veterans wilf re-
ceive: I\/,Iang veterans complain that the VA
has no ided what to do with the complex
medical problems they have.)

Veterans frustrated by thg roadblocks at
the VA have already turned to the courts
for help. But the courts are uniformly reluc-
fant to second-guess Defense Department
“military” decisions. And when veterans
try to sue the VA, they discover that Con-
?ress has pas?]ed a law which prevents them
Tom suing that agency. And so veterans
find themselves stuck on a legal treadmill.

Historically, courts have been hesitant
to intervene In Ie,?al llisp r | between sol-
diers and the military. T1, .. hands-off judi-
clal aPproach, which views die military as
an autonomous segment of the society, was
firmly entrenched s early as 1911whén the
Supreme Court, pronounced. “The courts
are not the only instrumentalities ofgovTrn-
ment. They cannot command or regulate

the Army,”

The n¥ llitary’ -exalted status above the
law has heen eroded somewhat over the
Years, and soldiers have wap a limited right
0 press their claims in civilian courts. But
the courts are still extremely relyctant to in-
volve_ihemscives in seriots military mat-
ters. This precarious balance between civil-
jan court oversight and military autonomy
lias tipped most often in favor of the mili-
tary Although die late Justice William O,
Dauglas wrote in a military ease several
years aqo that "the Pentagort is not yet sov-
ereqn, most Vietnam veterans anil their
famflies who have sued the GovTrnment
over Agent Orange probably feel
otherwise.

oine thought the situation_would

<. change In "1916 when the Federal
A Tort ?Ialms Act was passeﬂ. That

law allowed citizens to'sue the fed-

eral Government for most personal injuries
caused by the Federal Government or it>



aeents. The law was passed to t/iminate the
need for private bills to compensate injured
persons: 1t recognized the modern right to
Judicial remedy Tor injuries by the Féderal
Government. (Before the law’s enactment,
no citizen could sue the Government for
damages.)

However, the courts ¢chose to exclude
members of the a]rmed forces from. cov-
erage by the 196 law. This broad military
erce[t)tLon ngagq est%bllsh,?ddby, éh% SFupreme

ourt In when It deCided Feres v.
United States. In the Feres decision, the
court said the Federal Tort Claims Act did
not %ve military personnel the right to sue
the Government for admittedly ‘ne ||?ent
actswhich occurred on active duty. Follow-
ing what has become known as'the Feres
doctrine, the courts for thirty years have de-
nied veterans ac‘[cess to the Buil_ual system.

The principal .easoning behind the Feres
doctrine is that Congress Could nor have in-
tended the courts toreview the propriety of
rr,uhtarX orders that result in injuries tosol-
diers. Asone court stated, the “security and
common defense of the country would
(E)umkh{,dlsmtegirate under such méddling.

Iscipline we ild be impaired by subjecting
military orders to court reyiew, tix*, reason-
mg gogs. It makes no difference wheth?r
the Orders result if the infliction of negli-
gent or intentional | arm. or directly violate

service member’s constitutional rights.

The discipline raticaale is puzzling even
on a superficial level, b ‘cause prisoners in
Federal peniten. aries lyve a rlqht to sue
the Government under the samelaw which
veterans arc excluded fron using. Ob
viously, more than the simple feed to main-
tain discipline justifies military mmuntty.

The guestion of whether o nmon sense
or basic Tairness supports the Feres immu-
nity doctrine has rarely been the subject of
serioys judicial debate, In the last three
decades, cotrts have dismissed the com-
glamts of many fgne_v,ously, wr?,n?ed vet-

rans and theif families with little more
than unthinking reliance on the Feres ease.
Congress has never seen tit even to debate
the merits of I?%slatmg a change in this in-
terpretation orthe faw. ,

As a result, Vietnam veterans have vir-
tuall¥ no right to sue the Government for
health caré or compensation related to
Agent Orange exposure, even if they can
prove that their hea'th problems have been
caused by the herbicide, i;.ey are not even
allowed o pursue their cases in court to the
point where they have an og#]ortumty to
prove that the Government committed‘any

-
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The war goes on: Next to the Stars and Stripes, an Agent Orange flag
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wrongful act when it sprayed the herbicide
In Viétnam. . ,

A ruling in a recent suit brought by vet-
erans against the manufacturers of Agen
Orange illustrates how the Government
avoids responsibllity for its actions. ,

In that suit, filed in,a Federal court in
New York in 1979 veterans and their fami-
ligs alleged that the chemical manufacturers
of Agent Orange, including Dow and Mon-
santo, knew “before the Government
bought and used the herbicide tnat it po”ed
health problems. Consequently, the plain-
tiffsargue. the companies are now responsi-
ble for health problems caused by Agent
Orange exposure. , _

Thechemical companies not only denied
the char?es,but In turn sued the Goverp-
ment. al egmg, that the Government mis-
used the herbicide b)r spraying it on sol-
diers; did not warn soldiers of health risks,
and did nothing to minimize thejr exposure.
The companies also contended they were
not liahle because they simply made the
herbicide according to’ Government con-
tract specifications. In effect, the compa-
nies said the Government was part|>6 if not
solely, to blame for any Agent Orange
health problems,

The Government countered that the
Feres doctrine barred the chemical compa-
nies from trying to estanlish any Govern-
ment responsibility for military actjons in-
volving the use of Agent Orange. The New
York Court agreed Wwith the Government
and, in a m-7ent decision, dismissed the
Government from the lawsuit. ,

The court reached. this conclusion
throuqh a rather cjrcuitous legal route.
First, the coult ¢~ cided that because of the
Feres doctrine, /eterans could not sue the
Government mrcctly for problems related
to Agent Oran  Having arrived at this de-
cision, the court ruled that the chemical
companiescould not step Inand do what the
veterans could not—sue the Government.

na d|sturb|n% extension of the Feres
. Tule, the court not only refused to ad-
b"dress the merits of the veterans
« claims, but also barred suits by vet-
erans'wives and their children for their own
health problems. Because the Government
could not he held responsible for veterans’
Injuries, the Government could not be held
responsible for any results that fiosved from
them. Speaking of the bar to children's
clajms for birth defects, the court sajd: “To
hold otherwise might open the door for gov-
ernmental liability to countless generations
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of claimants ha,vinfq ever-diminishing
genetic relationships to the person actually

This ruling, if followtd by other courts,
means that cUrrent and future generations
of children whosg birth defects may be
caused by Agent Orange will have no rem-
edy against the Goverament, They will re-
ceive Jio compensation for their “injuries.
Even if vhe VA were to change its_pol.cy
and compensid" veterans for Agent Oranqe
Broblems, their ciir'dren and wives would

e unaffected.

The court’s ruling also sug?ests another
extension of military |mmun|Y that raises
serious questions atiout the relationship of
war contractors to the Government and
ther legal responsibility to the public, The

court. ‘atcd that the broad blanket of mili-
rotects the Govern-

tary inn unity that
ment against Agent Orange liability might
also extend to thie herbicide manufacturers.

Put S|mp,l% a Government contractor Is
not responsible for mistakes for which the

Government itself cannot be held responsi-

ble. Because the Government is protected
b% the Feres doctrine, Dow and other
chemical manufacturers may escaPe all
liability by proving that they merely
lowed the” Government's spécifications to
groduce the herbicide and only did what the
overnment told them to do—a contract-
law version of the Nuremperg defense.
%oy the legal immunity of a public body, As
he Govefnment immunity doctrine derives
from the feudal era when “the king could do

no wrong," these corporations which pro-
duced chemical weapons of war would' en-

joy regal protection from legal process. In

fol-

The chemjcal companies would then en-

the next few months, the court will decide
whether to accept the companies, contract
defense and dismiss the veterans’ lawsuit.

Accepting this defense would have re-
percussions in future cases brought by per-
sons harmed by toxic agents. Dow's chief
lawyer was reported recently to have said
thaf the contract defense could t r'e wide
Impact on toxic substance compensation
cases when manufacturers defend their ac-
tions.on the ground that they complied with
existing Government standards. ,

Beyond these issues and the immediate
needsof Vietnam veterans and their fam-
lies, the Feres |mmun|R/ doctrine also will
keep the truth about Agent Orange from
the public. We may never know what Dow
and the Government knew about the health
dangers of Agent Orange before it was
used; why the. Government continued to
use the herbicide until more than enough
evidence was available to suggest its
dangers, and why soldiers were never
waried of possible health effects.

s a sad irony, courts that have
dismissed ‘veterans' claims
have-at the same time invited

. Uhem to ?0 to the Veterans Ad-
ministration for health care and compensa-
tion. In fact, one of the stated reasons in
Feres for barring veterans from the courts is
that the WA is available to help them. But
once at il-" VA, veterans face another legal
obstacle that parallels the Feres doctrine,
The VA by law is the only major Federal
agency whose decisions cannot be reviewed
imcourt. The law was Passed more than fifty
%ears aego out of a p%ern listic notjon that
ecause the agency had the special exper-
tise.and compassion to treat veterans, court
review was unnecessary.

_The dangers that inevitably result from
this absencé of outside accountability are
nowhere more evii enl that in the VA'S pol-
Icles on Agent Or nge, The agency argues
that there Is not e lotgh evidence to justify
com ensatm% ve' emys for Agent ran?e
exposure, even though the Environmental
Protection Agency considers the herbicide
hazardous enou[%h to justify an ,emergeng
ban 011 most domestic uses—killing vegeta-
tion alon% h|ﬁhways,, for instance.” (Denv Is
challenging that ban in court.) The VA can,
Ie%ally, maintain Is position without couit
review. No court can_review the VAs
equallgl ungenerous po?mon the% it will not
compensate veterans for possible genetic
damage, even if veterans could prove sucn
damage was related to Agent Orange exp0

t



sure, And itis likely that veterans would not
be able fo sue the VA if it decides to deny
them ;t)n(l)frlty treatment mandated by Cori-
ress itself. , ,

’ The legal tangle facm% veterans also in-
cludes a law that makes it a criminal viola-
tion for a lawyer to accept a fee of more
than S10 for representing a veteran’s dis-
abl|l'[¥ claim. This statutory relic was passed
after the Civil War to pi-, vent lawyers from
Breylng on veterans who received war
enefits. So even if immunity doctrines did
not keep a veteran out of court, the S10
limitation Js insurance that arbitrary agency
actions will not be challenged. N

The need for outside review of military

actions is greater now than ever before.
Veterans fiave encountered many of the
sam” problems as workers in modefn indys-
trial workplaces. The m|||tarP/ arsenal in-
cludes not only guns and bullets but toxic
chemicals, nucléar weaponry, radiation-
emitting radar, and other dangerous and
Potennally lethal products of our advanced
technology, Some critics argue that the mil-
itary experiments with_new technology to
test'its |ater usefulness in the corporaté sec-
tor. Military personnel were ordered fo wit-
ness. ahove-ground nuclear tests in the
1950 as part” of a massive human experi-
mentation program to study, among other
things, whether persons cauld handle the
stresaof high-level radiation exposure,

~ Those veterans who were exposed to ra-
diation share a fate similar to Agent Orange
wcélms.,The share a hlst%yo mvoluntaer/
and uninformed exposure to dan?ero,s
substances, a pattern of Government indif-
ference, deception in the face of their com-
Pamts -and, finally, a rude awakening to
he realization that they have no right to’sue
the Government for thieir health problems,
Like Vietnam veterans exposed to Agent
Orange, the,¥ are victims of the sacred mili-
tary immupity and the laws that protect the
VA from their complaints. ,
_If, some lime in the fyture, a court deci-
sion on Agent Orange Is reported in the
Press as a [oss for vetérans, it will not mean
hat Agent Orange did not ml]ure them or
that the Goveriment and the chemical
companicsdi Inothing wrong. Instead, vet-
erans mlght ose because of'a complicated
web of fegal doctrines that will prevent
them froni ever having their complaints
heard by the courts, This failure to address
veterans’ charges about Agfent Orange also
means that the public will be denied the
facts about one of the most controversial is-
suesin the continuing legacy of Vietnam. £7

Orange Journalism

It all started last March, when New York
Times science reporter Richard Severo
wrote an exclusive article ona Congres-
sional subcommittee’s draft report’that
sharéle criticized the Government's
stand on Agent Orange. SeveVo was no
newcomer (fo his subjéct; two zears ear-
lier he had written " series, on A?ent
Qrange which forced the first Serlous
Government attention to the problem.
This time around, reaction tame
from another quarter: Severo soon re-
ceived a ca'lfrom Reed Irvine, editor of
the AIM Report, which is published by
Accuracy in Media, Inc., a self-styled
watchdog group established, according
to Irvine, “to combat media inaccuracy
and distortion." What AIM actually
does is ferret out what it perceives as
left-wing  “bias" in _the nation’s
newsrpoms; mych of its funding re-
portedly comes from the Mellon family,
a Iead,mg an9 | of the R|ﬂht.
Irving told Severo that he had re-
ceived “cormlaints” about the article,
but when Se ro asked who had com-
Plamed Irvine refused to say, Insisting
hat he had a right to protect his sou, es.
Severo countered b ,saglng that he had a
right to confront his acclisers, and he
réfused to let Irvine mterro,%ate him.
Within a few days, Irvine peppered
The New York Timeés with le'ters to the
Rubllsher, the editor, and Severo. He
ad two maﬁor complaintsabout the arti-
cle. First. he said that he had spoken
with Mark Raabe, the staff director for
the subcommitteg responsible for the
critical report (which was never officially
released), and that Rua'-e had told him
the repoft wus not "bala. ccd.” Second,
tT,he i |rg1es hallld create‘gda ross distor-
jon” by calling a “draft" an “yn-
Bubllshgd staffgreport." Irvine alsg
lasted The New York Times in his April
AIM Report, citing the paper’s “long
record of misinforming its readers
about Agent,Orange and callmg
Severo's reporting a collection of "hof-
ror stories " whichonly spread “fear and
susglmon. ,
But no_ooner had The Times re-
ceived frvinc's letters when it also re-

ceived copies of a letter Raabe had sent
to Irvine. Raabe had quite a different
complaint: Not onIY nad Irving mis-
quoted him, he wrote, thgg had never
even discussed the issue of "balance" to-
gether. Raabe also pointed out that Ac-
curacy in Media's editor had spelled his
name”wrong. Irvine says he never saw
Raabe’,? letter. o

While Raabe would not vouch for
AIM’s story, the VA welcomed it with
open anns, Vern Rogers, a public infor-
mation officer for the VA I Chicago
dlscrlbuted the AIM ReEort throughdut
V )\ offices in the Great Lakes area, '

In Washm(%ton, Dr, Donald Custis
got into the act, Custis is responsible for
all VA Agent Orange research; in May.
hebecame the acting head oftj | agency.
In a June 9memorandum to VA Offices
titled "Media Coverage on Agent
Orange," Custis offered some “reason
to hope ., ., that future media coverage
of the_herbicide issue will be more re-
?_ponsmle than gast accounts which rc-. '
ied on emotional allegations rather than
scientific fact." Hie reason for his hope
was none other than the AIM Report.

(As 1t also turns out, the VVA’s press
office aided in the research ind prepara-
tion of the Report in th" first place. Ir-
vine himself sags Al* it help from
the VA ” anti Stratfor ~ leman, >
VA’s acting press office., -uifirmed that
lie gave Irvine a personal briefing.)

/ Ithough Custis wrote that “it would
he inappropriate for us to disseminate
this report’ through an overt, official
campaign,” lie nevertheless sent it out
under atficial VA stationery because he
found 1t "usefyl to provide as back-
ground to media representatives who
come forward for tgeneral Information in
this respect.” Lestany of the thousands
of VA ‘employes who redd the memo,
SUSBF(H'b I, ‘howevgr, lie added, “I
would ik .)caution you against any ac-
tion or initiative whic m|g, t,su,gﬁest f0
veterans that the VA has diminiShed its
commitment to a thorough and responsi-
ble pursuit of knowledge and under-
standm%] of the many faCets of.tLh||§/| SIUI”

perplexing issue.”
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Feature

FILING AN AGENT ORANGE DISABILITY CLAIM

In the first issue of the Agent Orange Newsletter,
our feature article explained VA policies for obtaining
Agent Orange examinations. The focus of this article is
VA procedures for filing a disability claim. The major—
ity of our information comes from two Agent Orange Self-
Help Guides, one published by the veterans organization,
Swords to Plowshares, and the other published by the Na-—
tional Veterans Law Center, and copies of the guides are
available from either organization.

One of the most Important things to remember about
filing a claim is that you must be able to prove that
your disability in service-connected. If you were
treated for medical problems related to your current
illness while you were still in service or within one
year after discharge, this vill establish servicc-con-
nection. It is more difficult to prove 3ervi(.e-connec-
,ion if your illness developed later; however, the VA
dees recognize certain "presumptive" diseases such a3
cancer; 1in other words, a disease which takes years to
develop. What you have to prove, of course, is that
your illness originated in the service.

Wien you file a claim, you must have documentation
to back up your claim, and the more yl have, the better
your chance for winning. Just as important in filing
everything together right from the start; adding docu—
mentation later, or bringing it your hearing will
hurt your case. Preparing your case ns completely an
possible is particularly important witli Agent Orange
claims since the VA does not have 3et guidelines for
dealing with the effects of Agent Orange: one person
may be granted disability for a kidney dinenoe caused
by Agent Orange exposure, while someone else from the
same unit may be denied disability for the some illness.
(The only possible exception to this in chloracne, which
will be explained later.)

The doc imenta and forms you"ll need ti file your
claim are us follows:

1. Standard Form Ifl0, "Request Pertaining to Mili—

tary Records™ - Thi3 form is needed in order to 3end for

Project of Regional
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Agent Orange Information Center
Market Street, Room 500

San Francisco, CA 9*>102

<kl5) 391-C98b

your military records; in addition to establishing your
service aA the military, these records will include any
medical treatment you may have received while in the
military. You can get this form from any VA office, and
the first copy of your records is free.

2. VA medical and administrative records - If
you“ve received treatment at a VA facility in the past
— particularly for an illness related to your current
disability- contact the Records Release Department of
that hospital and request copies of your medical rec—
ords by filling w."t a Form 073288. Since they"ll prob—
ably charge you for copies, the Swords to Plowshares
self-help guide suggests you may want to review your
file first. The guide also points out that if you can"t
afford the charge, you can request a waiver or contact
your Congressional office for assistance.

If you"ve filed a disability claim with the VA
before- for any type of disability- contact the Regional
office where you filed the claim, give them your claim
number and usk to review your file. This file may in—
clude VA medical records pertaining to your claim, as
well as your administrative records. Set copies of
whatever you feel in pertinent to your Agent Orange
claim. (Again, if you can"t afford what they may
charge, you con request a waiver or contact your Con—
gressional office.) The VA Regional Office will al

Open Letter

The Agent Orange Newsletter is back. With many,
many apologies and many, many thanks to &ll of you who
continued to support our efforts- and particular thanks
co those of you who subscribed because it was your money
that finally enabled us to got out this issue.

A few announcements: The Newsletter will be pub—
lished every 10 weeks rather than every month, and those
of you who subscribed will gi, a full year®s worth
starting with this issue; because of space/budget limi—
tations, we"ve hud to delete the Legislative Updates for
this issue; the Agent Orange Information Center hi the
publisher of the Agent Orange Newsletter; we need money.

Keep the subscriptions coming in so we cun keep the
Newsletter goingl And because we do need money to keep
our organization going, please send in your donations
(which are tax-deductible) so we can continue our work.

And finally: A very merry Christmas, a very happy
Chanukah, and a very wonderful New Year to all of you.

Thank you.

Mimi Yahn
Editor

Young Adult Project

olib Market Street, San Francisco, CA 91*102



probably have a copy of your medical records from the
military; request that they send you a copy of these
records. (You are entitled to a free copy of your mil—
itary medical records.)

3. Civilian medical records - If you"ve ever been
to a private doctor or hospital for an illness related
to your current claim, get copies of those medical rec—
ords. As the Swords to Plowshares guide points out,
"Most doctors are more than willing to assist you by
sending records if you explain why you are in need of
them. There may be a charge for these records or you
might avoid a charge by requesting a summary only."

b. Supporting documents - These include statements
from relatives, friends, employers, etc., describing
problems they knew you were having. For example, a
statement from your wife or girlfriend describing Joint
pains you may have had, how often, how severe, etc. Or
a statement from your employer(s) about how often you
were forced to take off from work because of illness.

If you have photographs from Nam taken in a defoliated
area, include copies of those. If you"re in contact

with any Ol your buddies who had a similar problem (for
example, @ ""skin rash") as a result of exposure to her—
bicides at the same time, get statements from them.

Make sure all of these statements describe when, how of—
ten, how severe, and over what time period, Swo-ds to
Plowshares cautioi. j that "unless they are doctors, fami—
ly and friends should not state absolutely what your
illness was (for example, “he had a damaged kidney"),

but they can describe what you complained of to them

(for example, “he said he had a headache almost every
night® 1." They point out that the statements do not

have to be notarized, ™ut the person writing the letter
must declare that the information which 13 in the letter
is true to the best of his/her knowledge. Letters can
be addressed "To whom It may concern® and should he dat—
ed, signed and have a return address."

5. Published medical evidence - The Swords to Plow—
shares guide recommends books on medicine as another
source of supporting evidence: "Many books on medicine
are written In a straightforward fashion and are avail—
able at public libraries. These books will give an un—
derstandable explanation of the disease process in—
volved. If the book"s explanation of the disease sup-—
ports your argument, take a photocopy of the important
parts t.o submit along with your claim.”

6. Form 21-526, "Veteran"s Application for Compen—
sation or Pension”™ - This is the form you need in © ler
to file your claim, and it enn be obtained at any VA of-
flco. Thu form la long, but make sure you fill it out
completely.

7. Form 01-bl3G, "Statement in .Support of Claim"™ -
This form should be attached to the 21-526, and can also
be obtained at any VA office. An the Swords to Plow—
shares guide points out, this form in extremely impor—
tant since it givo3 you the chunce to explain why you
believe your illness in service-connected, therefore en—
titling you to service-connected disability compensa—
tion. If you"re in contact with any of your buddies who
may be suffering from similar problems. Include that tn-
formatlon in your argument (in addition to their state-—
ments). You may also want to point out (if this is the
ense) that you did not suffer from this problem before
you. military service and that no one in your family
uufora from air.il.ir problems. If you"ve had no expo—
sure t.o toxic chemicals or radiation since you were dis—
charged, mention that an well. On the other hand, if
you suffered from a similar problem before your service
(or were exposed before). explain that your condition
was aggravated by your service exposure. You may also
want to point, out that even though your disability was
not apparent during your military service or within a
year after discharge (if thi3 is the ease), you believe

that your illness was caused by exposure to Agent Orange
and took a number of years to develop.

Swords to Plowshares recommends that you take some
time to find out as much as you can about your illness.
This way, you can explain in your argument how you be—
lieve your illness developed (describing early symptoms,
for example). This is also important when you review
your past medical files: "If you are claiming disabili—
ty for a gastric disorder, for example, you will want to
look for times when you were treated for either that
disorder of for unexplained nausea or vomiting. If you
are not sure what the early medical symptoms of your
disease would have been, most doctors can explain the
types of treatment you would have been likely to receive
when your present disease was in an earlier stage."

Another important point is brought up by the Na-—
tional Veterans Law Center guide: "If you had a child
with a birth defect and you think that the defect may
have been caused by Agent Orange, state that you (not
your child) suffered "genetic damage® as a result of
Agent Orange exposure."1l

In addition to establishing service-connection, a
second factor in a disability claim is the amount of
compensation. VA disability payments are determined by
a set schedule of ratings- from 0? to 100?- based on how
much on illness disables a person and interferes with
their ability to work. Thus, if your illness is not
considered disabling, tne VA will give you a 0? rating,
but as the Swords to Plowshares ~lide points out, "This
rating is important because any diabase presently rated
at 0? will be compensated in the future if it should be—
come disabling. There are also other benefits which go
with a 0? rating, sucli us hospitalization.™ Just as im—
portant, of course, is the fact that they have recog—
nized your illness as being service-connected.

Keep in mind that filing an Agent Orange disability
claim with the VA is not the name us filing a disability
claim for a combat wound. The VA does not recognize
Agent Orange exposure as a disability by itself, nor do
they recognize that Agent Orange causes any health prob—
lems other than a akin disease known as chloracne. Un—
fortunately, chloracne is a difficult disease to diag—
nose, primarily because moot doctors are not familiar
with it. As a result, most of the veterans filing
claims for chloracne are being misdiagnosed and their
claims denied. (Psoriasis 1is one fairly common miadlug-
nonin.) The Agent Orange Information Center has pub—
lished N "Chloracne" booklet for 50tf each whleh des—
cribes the causes, clinicul symptoms and course of the
disease, and also Includes a bibliography of scientific
studies on chloracne. If you are filing a claim for
chloracne, you may want to Include either the booklet
or the studies cited as supporting evidence; it may also
help you get a proper diagnosis If ou show the booklet
to the private or VA dermatologist ./ho examines you.

Aside from acknowledging chloracne as being caused
by Agent Orange, the only other net standard the VA has
on Agent Orange claims concerns exposure. According to
the Department of Veterans Henefitn Circular 21-00-1,
dated April 3, 1900, unless "there is positive evidonce
that veteran could not have been exposed, aucii as a
headquarters assignment in Onigon or ft desk Job at the
Da Nang Air Force Dane... it will be assumed that *veter —
an was exposed to defoliants ail alleged.” Thus, you are
not required to provide dates, locations, etc., of expo—
sure; the fact that you were in the field is proof
enough. What you must prove, though, 1is the fact that
your illness wan caused by that exposure. As the Cir—
cular otnte3, "the claim for service connection will he
resolved on the basin of the relationship of the disa—
bility in question to such exposure.™ (In the case of
chloracne, the relationship is clear to the VA, but the
diagnosis 1is not.)



Even with the benefit of the doubt on your side as
to exposure, it is best to describe how you were ex—
posed. The National Veterans Law Center guide recoo-
nends that you "be as exact as you can in describing the
way you believe you cane into contact with Agent Orange.
...List all the ways you believe yr" were exposed and
when and where it happened if you can remember."” They
also advise that you "identify the lowest unit level you
served with. For example, the company and squad name
would be better than just the company name." This way,
the VA may be able to match the movements of your unit
with records of herbicide spray missions (from the HERBS
computer tapes, which are the flight logs of the fixed-
vir.g and helicopter spray missions). You may want to
specifically request the VA to do this, and the National
Veterans Law Center guide contains an attachment to add
to your VA claim form which includes this request.

When you have gathered all the documents you need
to attach to your claim form, make sure you keep the
originals and/or one copy of everything for yourself.
Submit your claim to a veteran®"s benefits counselor at
any VA Regional Office. The Swords to Plowshares guide
recommends that you ask the counselor to stamp your
claim a3 having been received and tolrequest a receipt.

Set assistance from the veteran 3 benefits coun—
selor or DAV representative in obtaining records, fill—
ing out forms, and anything else you might need. If you
feel the person is sympathetic, you might ask for assis—
tance in preparing your case.

Once you have filed your claim, it will probably
take a number of months before you hear from the VA.
1You can ask the benefits counselor or DAV rep to check
up on your claim.) You"ll be given a medical examina—
tion by a "A doctor, but these are ngt the same doctors
who give Agent Orange examinations, don"t expect them
to know too much about Agent Orange. (This is all the
more reason why you need as much documentation as possi—
ble.) You may want to ask for a hearing before your
caoe 1ia decided, and again, you can get assistance from
the benefits counselor or DAV rep on this. Moot impor—
tantly, be prepared to have your claim denied because
the VA does not yet recognize Agent Orange as causing
any serious health problems. If your claim 1ia denied,
refile it an soon as possible (within a year), and an
many times as you have to. This way, if and when your
claim is acknowledged, the benefits you receive will he
retroactive to the time you flrnt filed your claim.

And do file your claim: the VA doesn"t have to recog—
nize Agent Orange if you don"t Tile a claim.

(Note: The November 27, 1980 issue of Stars &
Stripes included information on filing a tort clainm
against the government as an alternative course of ac—
tion (Stnndard Form 0*5, "Claim for Damage, Injury, or
Oeatn™). Since the laws governing tort claims are ex—
tra- Jly complicated, we strongly urge that you consult
« lawyer or an organization such as the National Veter—
ans Law Center before you take this step.”

Legal Updates

LAWSUIT AGAINST VA

On Hay 7, 1900, the National Veterans Law Center
filed an injunction in U.S. District Court, for the
District of Columbia to prevent the VA from evaluating
bids on the design of a study on the henlth effects of
Agent Orange. Under Public Law 96-151, passed on Decem—
ber 20, 1979, the VA has been ordered to conduct an epi—
demiological study on Vietnam-era veterans exposed to
herbicides. Thus, on March 19, 1980, the VA issued a
"Request For Proposal” (RFP) for the design of a study
which they will conduct themselves. According to the
lawsuit, however, the VA% Request For Proposal "vio—
lates a variety of federal procurement regulations and

contemplates a study that doe3 not comport with the
“tudy ordered by the underlying legislations.™ Among
numerous issues brought out by the suit, some are as
follows:

. The VA"s RFP states that "the award will be made to
the bidier with the lowest bid price and with an evalua—
tion score of 80 or better."™ This piaces undue emphasi”

on monetary considerations rather than scientific merit,
which 1is in direct conflict with federal regulations on
selecting contracts. As the lawsuit states, "this neons
that a score of 81 will be selected over a score of 9?
if it is a dollar cheaper.”

. Feder**~ regulations specify that the contracting
agency (in this case, the VA) oust have qualified per—
sonnel to evaluate the technical aspects of bids. Yet
the VA, according to the lawsuit, "has no esidemiologist
or otherwise technically competent person t.r its staff"
to evaluate the bids.

. The VA"s RFP calls for a general design which will
later be modified by the VA; it further states that the
study itself will be conducted by the VA, but fails to
give any description of the type of personnel or facil—
ities to be used. For both reasons, the suit contends,
it is not likely that responsible scientists will want
their names associated with such a study.

. The VA has consistently held the position that ex—
posure to herbicides causes no long term health effects
other than chloracne and causes no damage to offspring.
Thus, the suit states, "a finding of health problems
will be inconsistent ./ith prior VA policy." In view of
the fact that VA personnel will be conducting the actual
study, , is hard to conceive a more biased and less
appropriate fact gatherer."

. Although the VA has been ordered to conduct an epi—
demiological study- which is a comprehensive investiga—
tion of disease and mortality rates, medical and repro—
ductive histories, etc.- the VA"s RFP indicates a clini—
cal screening survey- which ip a superficial look at
current health status. Anidr. from being in violation

of the law, this type of survey will present two basic
problems: 1) a substantial number of Vietnam veterans

are not likely to participate in any VA project, and 2)
as the suit points out, "the deud are particularly un—
responsive to medical screening examinations."

In support of their 3uit, the Nationrl Veterans Law
Center presented various statements from scientists who
had reviewed the VA®"s RFP. These scientists concluded
that the "study contemplated la unscientific and unlike—
ly to result in valid conclusions about the health prob—
lems thought to be associated with Agent Orange expo—
sure"”, that the RFP wan "significantly deficient in com—
parison to those of other agencies who contract for sci—
entific studies”, and that the "long-running dispute be—
tween the VA and the veterans on this Issue lias caused
the agency to lone all credibility with the veterans."

District Court Judge Harold Greene did not grant
the temporary restraining order, feeling Itwas "essen—
tially premature.” However, he did retain Jurisdiction
over the case, saying that the court would consider an—
other application for an Injunction if fears about VA
bins or the inadequacy of the study are Justified in
the future.

AGENT ORANGE SUIT FILED IN SAN FRANCISCO

On October 29, 191)0, attorneys Patrick T. Hall and
Robert A. Kiernan filed a lawsuit in the California
State Superior Court on behalf of a Vietnam veteran who
was exposed to Agent Orange. The suit, filed against
Dow Chemical, Hercules Inc. , Diumond-Shamrock Corpora—
tion, Monsanto Company, Thompson-Hayward Chemical Com—
pany, Stauffer Chemical Company, and McKesson Chemical
Company, 1is the first in a series of individual actions



to be brought against these chemical companies by Hall
and Kiernan on behalf of other California Vietnam vet—
erans.

Charging negligence on the part of the chemical
companies for manufacturing end selling 2,b-D and 2,b,5-
T, which were .»fective products because of their high

oxicity to humans and their offspring, the suit asks
é million in damages for "revere and permanent bodily
injuries™, 'great mental pain suffering”, "loss of
past and future income, rnd impairment of earning capac—
ity", as well as other injuries sustained by the veter—
an. “The suit also charges that the chemicals were "de—
fective as to testing, manufacture, inspection, and sup—
ply, end as to manuals, instructions ard warnings," and
that ti.s chemical companies themselves vsre negligent in
failing to provide adequate warnings or instructions on
the use of the chemicals.

The suit further charges that the chemical compa-—
nies were aware of the toxicity of the chemicals, yet
"fraudulently concealed such facts, and still continue
to deny the existence of defects in the products and
their toxicity to humans.”

The suit points out that the veteran, a resident of
California, "did not know or discover the cause of his
injuries until a time within one year of the filing of
his Complaint” nor could he "have known or discovered
the cause of hi3 injuries at an earlier time" since the
chemical companies still maintain that the chemicals in
question are non-toxic to humans. (The statute of limi—
tations "for the discovery of the cause of an injury is
one year in California.)

UPDATE ON CLASS ACTION SUIT

On November 2h, 1980, a 3-member panel of the 2nd
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New York granted an ap—
peal by the chemical companies and ruled that the clans
action 3uit filed on January 0, 1979 by attorney Victor
Yannacone on behalf of 2.b million veterans exposed to
Agent Orange was not covered by federal common law and
must therefore be tried in separate state courts. (See
Agent Orange Newsletter, Volume I, Issue 1, page 3.)
Some 800 veterans and their families have Joined the
suit thus far in various states ucross the nation.

The appeal came about when U.S. District Court
Judge ficorge Pratt denied a motion Inst year by the
chemical companies to dismiss the clast action 3uit on
the grounds that the fedcrnl law has no Jurisdiction to
rule on the claims. In granting the appeal by a 2-1 de—
cision, Appellate Court Judge Araalya Kearae stated, "Wo
agree with defendants that there is no federal common
law right of action under the circumotnnces of this lit—
igation."

In the dissenting opinion, however, Chief Appeals
Judge Wilfred Foinberg stated, "I agree with District
Judge Pratt that this case should be tried in federal
court under rules of federal common law." Pointing out
that if the claims were forced to be refiled and tried
under various state laws, "then veterans may well be
subjected to sharply differing rules of law !n pursuit
of their remedies.” Another problem is the statute of
limitations, which varies from state to state, and could
bar a number of the claims from being tried.

Although this latest development will delay the
suit, the plaintiffs can appeal to either the full -
member appellate court or to the Supreme Court in order
to overturn the decision, or they can amend the com—
plaint to allege a diversity cause of action. Thin
would mean t.hnt the suit would no longer be a federal
question (and thus, would not be tried under federal
common law), but would be under multi-state Jurisdic—
tion and federal laws would still apply.

Medical/Scientific Updates

STUDIES FROM EUROPE

Five European studies on the relationship between
several types of cancer and exposure to phenoxys were e
recently brought to public attention in this country.
Although most the studies have been available for
some time, i* W.tt .oly in April that the findings were
reported tc thg .vaeral public by Congressmen Thomas
Daschle ard lavq 1 , snior. The following are summaries
of each study.

1. "Case-Control Study: Soft-Tissue Sarcomas and
Exposure Vo Phenoxyacetic Acids or Chlorophenols™, L.
Hardell & A. Sand3tr8m, British Journal of Cancer.
39:711-717, 1979.

In 1977, Dr. Hardell published a report (in Lakar-
tidningon, 77:2753) on the relationship between Swedish
patients with soft-tissue sarcomas- a rare type of tu—
mor- and their exposure to phenoxyacetic acids. As a
result of this clinical observation, Hardell and Sand-
strBn conducted a case-control study of 52 patients with
soft-tissue sarcomas against 208 controls. The re—
searchers concluded that exposure to the phenoxyacetic
acid3 (2,L,5-T, 2,U-D, MCPA, and Weedone) increased the
risk for soft-tissue sarcomas 5-3 times, and exposure to
the chlorophenols (fungicides, stain preventatives, wood
preservatives, and waterproofing agents) increased the
risk 6.6 times. However, while the researchers were
able to isolate specific exposure to phenoxys alone and
chlorophenols alone, they were unable to determine what
effect such contaminants as polychlorinated dibenzc-
dioxins and dibenzofurans may have had. (TCDD, or di—
oxin, 1is a chlorinated dibenzodioxin.) T..ey concluded,
therefore, that "the increased risk for this type of tu—
mor after exposure to phenoxyacetic acid3 or chlorophe—
nols can consequently be caused by the pure chemical
substances, impurities in the commercial preparations
or a combination of both."

2. "Case-Control Study on Malignant Mesenchymal
Tumors of the Soft Tissue and Exposure to Chemical Sub-—
stances"”, M. Eriksson, L. Hardell, H.O0. Berg, Torgil
MBller, ﬂ 0. Axelaon, Lakartldnlngen. 76:3872-75, 1D79-

This study vas undertaken in order to more clearly
derine the relationship between snft-tiosue sarcomas
(malignant mesenchymal tumors) and the contaminants of
phenoxyacetic acids and chlorophenols. While the Har—
den and SandntrCra study reviewed above was carried <ut
In the throe northernmost counties of Sweden where
2,11,5-T and chlorophenols are more commonly used in the
lumber and forestry indust:*y, this study was conducted
in the five southernmost counties of Sweden, where phe—
noxyacetic acids such as 2,1t-D and MCPA and phenoxypro
plonic acids such as mecoprop and dichlorprop are more
commonly used in the agricultural industry. In compar —
ison to 2,1t,5-T, these phenoxys are less prone to con—
tain Impurities such as polychlorinated dibenzodioxins
(PCDD*"s) and polychlorinated dibenzofurans (PCDF"s).
Comparing 110 patients with soft-tissue sarcomas against
219 controls, the researchers found that exposure to
phenoxyacetic acids including 2,1],5-T increased the risk
for 30ft-tissue sarcomas 6.8 times, and that exposure to
phenoxyacetic ncid3 excluding 2,L,5-T increased the risk
by h.2. Exposure to chlorophenols increased the risk by
3.3. The researchers concluded that "exposure to phe—
noxy acids may constitute a ri3k factor in tne develop—
ment of malignant mesenchymal tumors of the 30ft tissue,
and that the risk is not limited only to the phenoxy
acids which, like certain chlorophenols, can contain
polychlorinated dibenzodioxins and dibenzofurans, but
also to other phenoxy acids.”™

3. "Malignant Lymphoma and Exposure to Chemical
Substances, Especially Organic Solvents, Chlorophenols
and Phenoxy Acids", Hardell, M. Eriksson U P. Lemer,



Lakartidningen. 77(U):200-210, 1980.

In 1979, Hardell conducted a pilot study of 17 men
with malignant lymphoma and found that of them re—
ported exposure to phenoxy acids or chlorophenols ("Ma—
lignant Lymphoma of Histiocytic Type and Exposure to
Phenoxyacetic Acids or Chlorophenols™, Lancet. 1:55-56;.
As a result of this observation, Hardell, Eriksson and
Lenner conducted a case-control study of 9 patients
with malignant lymphoma (60 with Hodgkin®s disease and
109 with non-Hodgkin®s lympho.oa) matched against 335
controls, all of whom lived in the three northernmost
counties of Sweden. The researchers found that high-
grade exposure to phenoxy acids produced a risk of [-
and low-grade exposure a risk of L.J; high-grade expo—
sure to chlorophenols created a risk of J-9 and low-
grade exposure a risk of 2.5. The researchers also
looked at exposure to the organic solvents benzene,
trichloroethylene and styrene: they found that high-
grade exposure produced a ri3k of 1*.0, while exposure
to the solvents together with exposure to phenoxy acids
or chlorophenols created a risk of 12.2. In the dis—
cussion of their findings, the researchers pointed out
the relationship between Hodgkin®s disease and defects
in cell-mediated immunity, as well as the relationship
between non-Hodgkin®s lymphomaB and immunity deficien—
cies. They also noted several studies which found that
exposure to benzene increased the risk for both leukemi”
and malignant lymphoma. Their study, they concluded,
"suggests that exposure to organic solvents, chlorophe—
nols and/or phenoxy acid3 constitutes a risk factor foi
the incidence of malignant lymphoma. The mechanism of
this is unclear, although a conceivable mode of action
may consist, for example, of immunologic depression,
which is described for dioxins, especially TCDD, or mu—
tagenic effects by phenoxy acids which were demonstrated
in some test systems."

dated Epidemiological Investigation on Swedish Railroad
Workers", 0. Axelson, L. Sundell, K. Andersson, C. Ed-
ling, C. Hogstedt, A H. Kling (publication and date not
available).

In 197h, Axelson and Sundell reported an increase
of tumor incidence among Swedish railroad workers ex—
posed to herbicides ("Herbicide Exposure, Mortality and
Tumor Incidence: An Epidemiological Investigation on
Swedish Railroad Workers"™, Scandinavian Journal of Work,
Environment ft Health, 11:21-20). This latest 3tudy has
followed the Jame 378 workers throvch October 1978.
“Jhile the earlier 3tudy seemed to indicate a higher tu—
mor mortality rate among those exposed to umitrol and
only a slight increase amon those exposed to phenoxy
acids, thin latest follow-up chows the opposite. Amone
those exposed to nmitrol, there were 3 deaths from tu—
mors versus an expected rate of 1.95, and in the group
exposed to phenoxy acids (mainly 2,b-D and 2,1(,5-T)
there were % deaths from tumors versus an expected 3.1b.
The overall mortality rate among those exposed to nmi-—
trol was li versus an expected 7.03, and among those ex—
posed to phenoxyn 17 versus 12.53. The most significant
increases, however, were found in the group exposed to
both mnltrol and phenoxys: The overall mortality rate
was 15 versus 7.25 expected, tnd the t”.nor mortality
rate was 6 versus an expect"d \.7°3. Jtwone particular
type of tumor wasrepresented; however, 3tomach and lunf
cancers occurred at a higl cr than expected rate. Al—

though the researchers aim updated the overall inci—
dence of tumom (both "ntal and non-fat this data
was omitted from the final _Tport.

5. "Mortality Study of Persons Exposed to Dioxin

Following an Accident Which Occurred in the BASF on 13
November 1953", A.M. Thiess A H. Frentzel-Beyme. Pre—
sented at the Fifth International Conference of Medi-
chen - Occupational Health in the Chemical Industry,
San Francisco, California, September 1977-

In 1976, a preliminary report on morbidity (rate
of illness) was presented to the Fourth Medichera Con—

Ii. "Herbicide Exposure and Tumor Mortality: An Up—

gress in liaifa on 73 employees of BASF who had been ex—
posed to dioxin as a result of the 1953 West German ac—
cident ("Follow-ap report uber das Trichloropbenol-Di-
oxin-Unfallgeschchen in der BASF AG vom 13 November
1953", A.M. Thiess A P. Goldmann). (At the same time,
Professor Rohrborn of the Institute of Human Genetics
of the University of Diisseldorf was carrying out an in—
vestigation of possible chromosome damage in these em—
ployees.) This latest mortality study by Thie.s end
Frentzel-Beyme compared all 75 employees who had been
exposed against an internal comparison group of another
75 BASF employees and against three external comparison
groups: total population of Ludwigshafen (where the 3ASF
plant is located), total population of the government
district of Rheinhesaen-Palat.inate, and total population
of the Federal Republic of Germany. While the research—
ers found that the mortality rate of tie dioxin group
was lower than expected for tha city of Ludwigshafen (17
versus 25), it was higher than those occurring in the
internal comparison group (Ll1l), and only slightly higher
than the expected rates for Rheinhessen-Palatinate and
the Federal Republic of Germany (15 and 16, respective —
ly). Causes of death, however, presented a somewhat
different picture. Stomach cancer accounted for 3 of
the deaths in the dioxin-exposed group, with none oc—
curring in the internal comparison group, versus 0. ex—
pected for Ludwigshafen and 0.5 expected for both Rhein-
hesscn-Palatinate and the Federal Republic. Malignant
neoplasms accounted for 6 deaths in the dioxin-exposed
group and b in the internal group, versus expected for
the Federal Republic of Germany (expected rates for Lud-—
wigshafen and Rheinhessen-Palatinate were not provided).
Suicides were also higher in the dioxin-exposed group:
versus none in the internal group, with expected
for Ludwigshafen, 0.2 expected for Rhe"nhessen, and 0.6
expected for the Federal Republic. Violent deaths (in—
cluding suicide) accounted for L in the exposed group
and 1 in the internal group, with 2.5 expected for Lud-—
wigshafen, 1.1 expected for Rheinhessen-Palatinate and
1.7 expected for the Federal Republic of Germany.

NEW FINDINGS DY DR. POLAND

Dr. Alan Foland of the McArdle Laboratory for Can—
cer Research at the University of Wisconsin has present—
ed findings which may be a key to understanding how di—
oxins work. In studies on laboratory rats, Poland has
found that a protein receptor binds itseir to dioxin
molecules on the outer portion of a cell. As a result
of this binding, dicxIn then enters the nucleus of the
cell, where it eventually destroys the cell. How it
works once inside the cell is not yet understood, how—
ever, this discovery could provide a first step in pre—
venting dioxin poisoning. As Poland point®:! out, If a
drug were found to bind with the protein receptor, thi3
could stop the dioxin from entering the cell in the
first place.

Dr. Poland discussed his findings in an interview
with the Oregonian on March 9, 1980 at the Oregon Re—
gional Prinv " Research Center, where he va3 a guest
lecturer, i, another port of the interview, Dr. Poland
explained that dioxins, chlorophenols, phenoxyacetic ac—
ids, and thousands of related chemicals come from the
family of "halogenated aromatic compounds.”™ All of
these compounds, he pointed out, are derived from chlo—
rine, whicn is a waste product of industrial potash.
Poland suggested that instead of seeking bans on indi—
vidual chemicals, environmentalists should work toward
urging the chemical industry to find other ways of dis-
DOBing of their chlorine. Some chemical companies, he
said, have already begun to do so.



WARNING ISSUED ON 2,4-D

On June 2b, 1980, the California Department of
Health Services issued a "hazard alert”™ on 2,b-D. The
warning— the first of its kind- came after examination
of seven persons who suffered nerve damage as a result
of exposure to 2,b-D.

Six were exposed while working as pesticide appli—
cators and one was exposed while working in her garden.
All seven developed numbness or tingling in their ex—
tremities, followed by weakness in their arms and legs,
and some suffered almost complete paralysis of the arms
and legs.

The hazard alert report is being sent out to work—
ers and doctors to warn them that 2,b-D causes cancer
and birth defects in laboratory animals and permanent
neurological damage in humans. According to Dr. Marc
Lappc, Chief of the Department®s Hazard Alert Systenm,
the warning was issued because of EPA inaction. Said
Dr. Lappe, "There is a policy vacuum in EPA, an absence
of leadership. So we had to cove on this."”

On April 29, the EPA announced that manufacturers
of 2,b-D were being asked to provide additional infor—
mation on the herbicide. “Following a review of health
effect studies, the EPA decided "that significant infor—
mation gaps exist on the effects of 2,b-D, preventing a
definite conclusion on the safety of the herbicide."
Manufacturers have been asked to undertake new studies
on the reproductive, metabolic and oncogenic (tumor-
producing) effects of 2,U-D on laboratory animals. The
EPA will also conduct certain reproductive studies of
their own.

These studies, however, could take anywhere from
one to throe years. Meanwhile, more than 70 million
pounds of 2,U-D are distributed nationwide each year
for use on forests, rights-of-way, rangeland, pasture-
land, cereal and 3ugarcane crops, aquatic areas, drain—
age ditch banks, commercial turf, and home gardens.
2,U-D is one of the most widely used herbicides in the
United States, and is available in 1,500 products.

In addition to concern about the use of 2,b-D by
home gardeners, Dr. Lappe stated that "current work
practices are inadequate to protect against potential
neurotoxicity."

Other News

CHROMOSOME DAMAGE IN LOVE CANAL

On May 18, 1980, the EPA announced the possible
evacuation of an additional 710 families from Love
Canal, New York as a result of testd which found chro—
mosome damage in a number of residents.

Love Canal is the site of a chemical wa3te dump
used by Hooker Chemicals and Plastics Corporation from
the 1970"0 until 1953, when the site was 30ld to the
city of Niagara Falls for $1.00 and a school built di—
rectly over it. In 1970, following numerous reports
of ill health among the residents, the New York Otate
Health Department discovered 20,000 tons of various
toxic chemicals, including IUl pounds of dioxin, and
declaring a "health emergency," evacuated families
from the immediate area. Residents left behind, how—
ever, have insisted that the contamination is not con—
fined only to the six-block area now sealed off, and
have spent the past two years trying to get the state
to evacuate the entire area. This latest finding of
chromosome damage is confirmation of their fears,

In tests conducted on 36 residents of lave Canal
by the Biogenics Corporation in Houston, were found
to have supernumerary acentric chromosomes- a type of
damage that has been associated with cancer. Normally,
this type of damage occurs at a rate of one in
In all, 11 of the 36 tested 3hmﬂed chromosome abnor —
malities which have been associated with spontaneous

abortions, birth defects, and cancer.

Mrs. Patricia Sandonato was one of the 11 found
to have chromosome damage. In addition, a sample of
the air in her basement was found to contain benzene.
She was told that the damage to her chromosomes "over
the longer term may be an early warning of future
health problems.” Her five-year-old son, Jason, was
born with "minimal brain dysfunction” and has been op—
erated on for a deformity in one knee.

The tests were conducted as part of the federal*"
government®s suit against Hooker Chemical Company.

The government is seeking $12b.5 million from Hooker
to clean up four chemical dumps in Niagara Falls, in—
cluding the Love Canal site. The New York State gov-—
ernment has also filed suit against Hooker Chemical

and its parent company, Occidental Petroleum. The
6tate is seeking $95 million in restitution costs and
$5b0 million in punitive damages. In response to the
Biogenics report, Donald L. Baeder, president of Hooker
Chemical Company, stated that "the information submit—
ted is inconclusive that there is a problem caused by
any prior exposure to chemicals or that there is any
continuing exposure which is hazardous and needs to be
alleviated."”

SEVESO UPDATE

The Swiss chemical company, Givaudan, has agreed to
pay damages for the 1976 explosion which contaminated
the town of Seveso with dioxin. (See Agent Orange News—
letter, Volume 1, Issue 1, page 9.) Givaudan, a subsid—
iary of Hoffman-La Roche and parent company of the IC-
MESA plant where the explosion took plate, will pay $IIti
million; Iltalian national and regional governments orig—
inally sought $131 million.

In the weeks following the explosion, b0,000 ani-—
mals died, and residents of the area suffered skin rash—
es, swollen livers, black nai.l3, nausea, dizziness, and
headaches; women in the area were puzzled by sudden per—
sonality changes in their children and the lack of Jex
drive in their husbands. Hundreds of new cases of
chloracne continued to crop up even months later, par—
ticularly among children.

0f the 900 people originally evacuated, some 700
from the most heavily contaminated area have been barred
from their homes permanently; however, there are fears
that the contamination goes far beyond the 28 acres now
closed off. Heavy rains following the explosion may
have deposited high amounts of dioxin into the Geveso
River which runs into Milan, and thid could explain why
dioxin was found months later in garden along the Seveso
River as far south as Milan. In Milan itself, samples
of mud taken from the streets were found to contain di—
oxin as well.

Organizations/Local Scenes

AGENT ORANGE VETS ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES

The Agent Orange Veterans®™ Advisory Committee, now
located in Berkeley, has begun preparation of the "Viet—
nam Map Book: A Guide to Agent orange Contamination of
Vietnam Veterans." According to their recent newslet—
ter, "This book will reproduce a series of maps of Viet—
nam using the erid coordinates cited in the HERBS tapes.
Essential information from the HERBS tapes will be re—
produced on facing pages with instructions to veterans
on how to use the maps and data to determine whether
they were in sprayed areas."

Their newsletter also reports that they now have
the WBBM-TV film, "Agent Orange: Vietnam®"s Deadly Fog,"
available in 16mm (black and white). The organization
has begun a series of film showings around the Bay Area
on campuses, at community centers, etc. in order to pub—



licize the Agent Orange issue.

Another announcement in their newsletter is that
-hey are greatly in need of volunteers for their new
office. If you can spars even a few hours for helping
with mailings, answering the phone, etc., please give
them a call.

CONFERENCE ON URBAN PESTICIDES

" The Coordinating Committee on Pesticides is spon—
soring an all-day conference on urban pesticide use at
Laney College in Oakland on January 17, 1981. The con—
ference, which runs from 10 A.M. to U P.M., will open
with a panel on the use of pesticides in parks and other
urban areas, pesticides in foods, and will include vic—
tims of urban pesticide use. The second panel will fo—
cus on worker exposure, and will also include victims of
occupational pesticide use.

The afternoon panel on alternatives to pesticides
will be followed by various workshops. Running concur—
rently throughout the day will be a "garden clinic" to
which people can bring their plants for evaluation and
advice on alternatives to pesticides.

Much like the Politics of Pesticides conference
sponsored by CCOP in March (see Agent Orange Newsletter,
Volume 1, Issue 1, page 7), the main theme of this con—
ference will be organizing.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGENT ORANGE

The National Veterans Task Force on Agent Orange
and its member organizations are sponsoring the Vietnanm
Veterans Conference on Agent Orange on May 23-24, 1901
in Washington, D.C. The conference will be geared to-,
ward veterans and their families, veterans® organiza-—
tions, physicians and others in the medical field, men—
tal health workers, and all others concerned with the
Agent Orange issue.

The purpose of the conference is to provide the
most current information on effects of Agent Orange ex—
posure, scientific investigation, legislative action,
legal actions, VA policy, and treatment procedures.

One of the major goals of the conference is "to
help unite the efforts of various groups toward the de—
velopment of viable resources to meet the needs of Agent
Orange victims."

More information on the conference can be provided
by the National Task Force office or by:

Ruth M. Schaffer, Conference Chairperson
Veterans Affairs Office

City Uni/ersity of New York

535 East 80th Street (Caldwell)

New York, N.Y. 10021

Tel: (212) T9¥-5757 or 797-5758

Organizations

Coordinating Committee
on Pesticides

1507 Solano Avenue,

Atbany, cA Qu

(1*15) 526-7Htl

National Veterans Law Center
1*000 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20016

202y 666-27M

Swords to Plowshares

Old) Market Street, Suite 500
San Francisco, CA pblOD
a5y 391-690"*

Patrick T. Noll, Attorney
Kutsko, Moran 4 Mullin
1701 Franklin Street

San Francisco, CA 91*109
(1*15) 085-1500

Robert A. Kiernan, Attorney
1701 Franklin Street

Can Francisco, CA 9°*109
(1il5) Mil-3520

AGENT ORANGE

Changes Since Last Issue:

Monterey Peninsula College
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AHENT ORANGE UPDATE

CHIWESSICNAL REPORT CRITICIZES VA AND EEPARIITNT
CF EEFHEE FOR HANDUJG OF THE AGENT CRANGE ISSIE

An unpublished staff report of the House Subcommittee
on Oversight and Investigations accuses the 7A, the
Department of Defense, the Dow Chemical Company and
a panel set up by President Carter of failures in
dealing with the controversy over the defoliant Agent

Orange.

A spokesman for the subcommittee said that the report
had been prepared by the staff that existed before
last November®s election and that, without new hear-
ings, it could not be released now by the subcommittee

which has eight new members. The report was written
after the election.

Congressional Criticizm continued p. Z
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tOEFPIINING VHO HAS EXHEED TO AGENT ORANE

The Department of Defense has developed a computer
data base on herbicide spraying missions conducted
between August 1965 anf February 1971. This data
base included the date, number of planes, amount
of herbicide sprayed, and the location for approx-
imately se percent of all herbicide operations in
South Vietnam. What was missing was a data base of
troop locations and strenghts which could be comp-
ared with the spraying missions to estimate the
number and proximity of troops to the area sprayed
ewith Agent Orange.

Exposure continued P. 2
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Congressional Criticizm continued

According t the subcomnittee report, the Veterans
Administration relied on *inaccurate and incomplete
information when it denied Agent Orange claims.
Veterans who sought advice from Veterans Administra-
tion facilities were "greeted with VA personnel who,
in many cases, did not even know what Agent Orange
was," and "were often hostile,” the report says.

The Veterans Administration is accused of denying
the claims of veterans, "while declining to specify
what level of scientific certainty will be required
to establish the link between Agent Orange exposure
and ill health effects."”

As for the Department of Defense, the report says
that in the late 1960*s, after Agent Orange had
been used for several years, the department,
"refused In the face of new, verified scientific
data, to acknowledge that their could be a prob-
lem with Agent Orange,': that it "took no pre-
cautions to prevent exposure of servicemen,” and
that it permitted spraying of Agent Orange in
Vietnam in an amount "'14 times greater than that
applied domestically."

The report also accuses the department of continu-
ing t use Agent Orange widely “despite a White
House directive to phase our defoliant operations.'

Finally, the report criticizes the Interagency
Work Group set up by President Carter in late 1979
to facilitate a solution to the Agent Orange prob-
len. The report says that the group largely failed
to acheilve any of its objectives.

The report rtcomnends diat the Veterans Administra-
tion stop denying Agent Orange claims, an action
the report calls "'unsupportable.’ The report urges
that, such decisions be held in abeyance until more
is known about what is maxing the vetenn claimants
sick.

('House Study Assails Herbicide Actions™, The
New York Times, Sunday, March 29, 19381)

olErR A N s

The American Lutheran Church (ALC) will help spon-
sor a Dow Chemical Co. stockholders® resolution
calling for an investigation of the herbicide
2,4,5-T. a component of Agent Orange.

The ALC and 11 other church organizations sponsor-
ing the resolution hold a total of 98,276 shares
of Dow stock, worth more than S3.2 million. The
ALC is the group™s largest stockholder with 30,000
shares. The United Methodist Church"s Board of
Global Ministries has 23,000 shares.

This will be the second resolution in two years.
Last year, eight religious organizations s.onsored
a similar resolution.

The resolution proposes that a review coronittoe -
of outside directors, management and employee rep-
resentatives, and noncompany experts -study the
effects of ?,4,5-T and Silvex, another herbicide
manufactured by Dov. The Environmental Protection
Agency (BPA) has banned virtualyy all domestic
production and use of 2,4,5-T, although it is
being produced in Hew Zealand. An EPA study linked
the herbicide to an unusually high rate of mis-
carriages in Oregon women living near forest area
subject to herbicide spraying, officials of the
Methodist Church said.

Exposure continued

Unfortunately, Army troop records from the Vietnam
conflict were neither complete nor well organized
because of the Amy"s rapid pullout from Vietnam.
Thus, a thorough reconstruction of these records
was neeessary to determine the locations of Army
personnel who made up the majority of roughly 2.6
million people who served in Vietnam. However, a
review of 31 quarterly operational reports from

13 major Army combat units located throughout Viet-
nam showed that 10 of the 13 units reported using
Agent Orange o. base camp perimiters, roads or
crops, or aircraft missions in areas of operation.
Undoubtedly, Army troops were close to areas spray-
ed with Agent Orange.

Marine Corps unit records from Vietnam proved more
encouraging. Monthly Marine Corps battalion reports
contained detailed information on location, strength
and personnel turnover necessary to develop a data
base to compare with Agent Orange spraying missions.
A random sample of monthly reports from the 24
Marine infantry battalions stationed in the 1 Corps,
or northem section of South Vietnam, between Janu-
rary 1966 and December 1969 was used to compile the
data base/ During these four years 2.18 million
gallons of Agent Orange, or about 20 percent of the
herbicide used in Vietnam, was sprayed in 1 Corps.

Using average strength and turnover figures for the
sample, GAO estimated that 218,000 personnel were
assigned to the 24 battalions in 1 Corps between
1966 and 1969.

Ground troop locations were compared with Agent
Orange missions, taking iInto account the time and
geographic proximity of battalion locations to
spraying sites. Various time and distance comb-
inations were analyzed because many variables
affected an individual®s potential for exposure.
Different es"imates exist on the life of dioxin
and the drift of AgentiOrange from target areas.

The four time periods used were the day the mission
was conducted (day D) and witin 7, 14 and 28 days
after the mission. The 28th day was significant
because DOD ha insistently stated that ground
troops™ exposure to Agent Orange was unlikely
because they did not enter sprayed areas until 4
t G weeks afterward.

The distance criteria used were .5, 1.5, and 2.5
kilometers, or about .3, .9, and 1.6 miles from
a sprayed area. (A kilometer is 0.62 miles, almost
2/3 Of a mile.) Distance from a sprayed area was
important because the Agent Orange sprayed from a
plane often drifted beyond the target area. Orift
was affected by the altitude and speed of the air-
craft, the terrain of the area to be sprayed, and
the climate. DOD studies showed that drift was
generally less cdhan 1 kilometer when the aircraft
sprayed Agent Orange at an altitude of 150 feet,
an airspeed of 130 to 140 knots, and windspeed of
less than 10 knots. However, the National Academy
of Sciences reported that dri”"t had caused wide-
spread crop damage. In fact, Its study showed
that crop damage resulting from drift on missions
designated as defoliation was greater than that
caused by crop destruction missions. Herbicide
mission commanders confirmed that drift was a
conmon problem and could extend from : t 2 kilo-
meters.

continued P 3



" A 'ajSIRAUAN AGENT CRANGESIIEf IMEMY

mre Australian Government has undertaken a pilot
study of 300 Vietnam veterans and their wives,
together with 300 controls and their wives, to
determine if there was an increased incidence of
disabilities iIn veterans who were exposed to the
chemical defoliant Agent Orange in Vietnam. The
study will also Include Vietnam veterans children,
1n an attempt to ascertain any increased incidence
of birth defects.

The major study of all Vietnam veterans and their
families will begin sometime in the third quarter-
of this year, and the first results are expected
t be available in March 1982. The Australian
Government has asked the Commonwealth Institute of

Health at the Sydney UnlverS|ty to undertake the -

epidemiological study. ,

Senator Messner, Minister For Veterans® Affairs,
said that a number of essential tasks for the study
had already been completed.

AFAUSTRALIAN

The Central Army Records Office in Melbourne has
conducted a search of the records of all Army per-
sonnel who had served in Vietnam, anu uas provided
the Institute with neccesary data such as: names,
serial numbers, units, date of arrival iIn and de-
parture from Vietnan. Twenty-five full-time staff
had been involved in this task.

Location of the servicemen and their families
be studied was also a crucial matter. The address-
es of the veterans will be obtained by running

the names of the veterans provided by the Defense
Department against the computer records of the
Australian Electoral Office.

The Minister went on to say that the Department of
Defense is supplying the Institute with a great
deal of iInformation relating to the question of
exposure. Thir iIncludes Information extracted from
Australian unit diaries about troop locations and
movements.

(Thanks to Brian Burke. St. Paul, Minnesota for a
copy of the Minister For Veterans®™ Affairs letter,
dated Feb. 25, 1981.)

NATIONAL PARKS SFRVICE HALTS 2,4-D UsE

The U.S. National Park Service has discontinued
the use of 2,4-0 in its 325 parks and recreation
areas.

Park service director Russell Dickenson ordered
-all Superintendents in a memo to stop using 2.4-D
limdiately, According to a story In the Washing-
ton Post, "Future use is to be allowed only if
the Superintendents convince theii Regional Dir-
ectors that no alternative methods are available
t accomplish indispensable control.-

Spokesman Duncan Morrow said tha action ca»e in
response to environmental groups, of the*
iased in the Capital, -no argued that the herbl®
do* causes spontaneous abortions, bleeding of
fetuses and blrOt defects, 9**csa said the eeid-
enee is not tefflcioet to

nent, but tM1 - 1t* better vt trr w u* side etf r
ow nitlui and not **« « peUelteUr

Crwrical wnim «* Ch* f*ft «»e £ "

w>». N

-vipiint. l.---/-.-"-/,TSTr,, -r -wr-w.-

Exposure continued

The accompanying table shows the estimated number

of marines assigned to Marine Corps infantry batta-
lions 1n I Corps from Janurary 1, 1966 to December
31, 1969, within the various time and distance
criteria from sprayed areas.

——&*

Estimated Number of Marines Near Areas Sprayed (A.0.)

Within Kilometers Within Days of- Estimated |
af Sprayed Area Spraying Mission of Marines

S 1: - 5,900

7 7,600

14 9,100

28 16,000

15 1 16,500

7 21,500

14 25,800

28 30,100

2.5 1 17,400

7 23,900

14 29,900

28 39,400

About 5,900 marines were assigned to units within
.5 kilometers of areas sprayed with Agent Orange
on the same day. Some of the units were directly
in the path of Agent Orange spraying missions. The
number of marines within .5 kilometers of sprayed
areas before the 4-week reentry period established
by ooD was about 16,100.

Thus, DOD"s contention that ground troops did not
enter sprayed areas until 4 to s weeks afterward
was inaccurate, and the chances that]ground troops
were exposed to Agent Orange were higher than
00D previously acknowledged. Since ground troops
were not included in the ongoing health effects
studies, GAO recommended that the Congress deter-
mine the need for a study of the health effects
of Agent Orange on ground troops likely to have
been exposed, on the basis of Its feasibility and
value .inh in resolving veterans®™ concerns over
alleged health risks.

(CThe Vietnam Veteran vs. Agent Orang: The War That
Lingers™, GAO Review/Spring 1981, pp-32,33.)

63 AN GNE DSBILITY QAN ALED WIH\A

The one health effect that is generally recognized
as a possible consequence of Agent Orange exposure
is Chloracne, a severe form of acne that causes
skin lesions. As of this February.(1981), the VA
has received 6,693 Agent Orange-related claims for
disability compensation. T-enty-four of these cases
received compensation (although not neccesarlly for
Agent Oranee-related ailments). Including thrse
*—erds for chloracne. Overall, the VArecelves about
one Mi_lklion claim* annually. .

(n*e*t Orange* Kt« It Caused Health Problems For
Teterwn , Mfence/Illionets Issues, Kay 1981, p.38)

\L ‘o> <



DIOXIN POLUITION  IN THE GREAT LAKES

Dioxin is the name of a group of 75 chemicals of
the chlorinated dibenzodioxin family. One member
of the family -2,3,7 8 tetradorodibenzo-para-
dioxin, or TCDD -is ixtremely dangerous. To some
mammals it is 500 times more deadly than strych-
nine and 1,000 times more lethal than cyanide.
Small doses can cause skin iriCations, or damage
livers, spleens, central nervous systems, the
pancreas, brains or lungs and can cause birth
defects. TCDD can pass directly through the skin
-to act on the intemal systems of animals and

people.

TCDD #s not manufactured on purpose. It is an
unwanted by-product of the manufacture of certain
other chemical compounds, for example, penta-
chlorophenol and 2,4,5-T.

The presence of dioxin is measured iIn the parts
per trillion. One part per trillion corresponds to
one second in 30,000 years. It is difficult
comprehend that so small a quantity can be danger-
ous. Yet, once dioxin is present in any amount it
can accunulate and affect the health of animals
and people.

The acutely toxic chemical dioxin has been found

in gull eggs collected throughout the Great Lakes.
Dr. Douglas Hallett, Canadian Wildl.e Services
researcher, reported ear’y in December 1980 results
of tests of eggs collected over the past ten years
but kept frozen until the testing procedures had
been proven. He had found the dioxin last August,
but his research was not announced until Agri-
culture Canada and the U.S. Environmental Protect-
ion Agency confirmed it in seperate tests.

A June 1980 U.S. EPA report on dioxins named
Hooker Chemical and Plastics Corporation of Niagra
Falls as the only Lake Ontario producer of trich-
lorophenols (TCP), a tuilding block of dioxin.
Hooker®"s production ended in 1974. 0Olin Corporation
also of Niagra Falls, is said t have disposed of
65 tons of dioxin-contaminated TCP and benzene
hexachlorid.e (a TCP building block), according to

the U.S. government®s 1979 lawsuit. A New York
state report points to to the Love Canal site
and an even larger one, Hyde Park, as the two
major sources from which dioxin is leaching.

On December 2, 1980 Canada"s Environment Minister
John Roberts asked the U.S. government to investi-
gate the dioxin problem and to take action once
the sources are identified.

Few laboratories are equipped to handle dioxins.
Not only are the analytical methods complex, the
amounts of materials being sought are io small
that the entire laboratory must be in ultaclean
condition at all times so that samples are not
contaminated. Further, the safely precautions must
be extensive. The safety and cleaning procedures
must outdo those of an operating room. Ontario®s
Ministry of the Environment recently established
such a laboratory In Rexda®le, Ontario.

The Aquatic Ecosystem Objectives Committee spokes-
man, Or. Robertson, stated that unfortunately, for
most members of the dioxin family, there are inad-
equate data. For TCDD, however, the Committee does
believe there is enough information. In the Comm-

ittee report, members recommend ‘that this material
be absent from all components of i e ecosystem in-

cluding air, land, water, sediment and biota.
Absent means not detectable as determined by the 1
best available tecnology.' — however advanced that)
technology becomes. The present detection limits |1
for TCDD are o0.Ql ugskg In tissue and sediment and
0.00001 ug/kg iIn water.

“"Great Lakes Focus ,h Water Quality”, Vol. s, Issue
4, February 1981, Ini.-rmational Joint Commission,
Great Lakes Regional 0"fice, Windsor, Ontario.

BIRTH DEFECTS STUDY Q> VIETNAM \ETERANS CHILDREN

The Center for Uisease Control in Atlanta, Georgia

is in the beginning stages of a case control study
to determine If Vietnam veterans are at some iIn-
creased risk siring babies with birth defects.

The study will look at babies born over the last >
decade in Georgia who were borm with congenital
malformations.

The study in question will examine 10,000 babies
who were born with what is classified as major
malformations. Major malformations being defined
as one which poses a serious life threatening
defect, a defect which requires substantial sur-
gery or might engender a substantial psychological
problem for the baby.

A pilot study is expected to start in August or
September, with a 11 study beginning iIn Decem-
ber or Janurary of next year. The Center for Dis-
ease Control expects t have a final analysis and
report ready sometime around the end of 1983.

The U.S. EPA criterion for dioxin in drinking wat-
er simply states tnat there should be none; there
is no safe level for the chemical. Canadian guide-
lines do not list a dioxin criterion.

Levels of dioxin in the gulls eggs are declining.
The highest levels were found in samples taken
from Lake Ontario in 1971: 800 parts per trillion.
Levals found in 1980 samples fell to between 44

For further information write; Contracting Officer,
PGO, Center For Disease Control, 225 E. Paces
Ferry Rd., N.E., Atlanta, Georgia 30505.

iTnnrrrinf nf PrArworlinfK . Advisory CnOTTIiAtPpD Il



CEACLY DIOXINS IN BURNED BUILDING DEFY FaVOVAL

Binghamton®s (N.Y.) tallest building, centerpiece
of a modern, multimillion-dollar domtom govern-
ment complex, is now a landmark of the Chemical

Age, an empty monolith filled with deadly dioxins.

What started as a routine electrical fire in the
State Office Building on Feb, 5 eventually releas-
ed some of the most toxic chemicals on Earth
throughout the interior of the 18-story structure.

Today only a few people wearing protected garb and
respirators are allowed inside. The 725 state
employees, seperated from their offices and Files,
are working elsewhere while people try to figure
how to make the building safe again.

Officials who initially approved a routine cleanup,
and called it off when the gravity of the situat-
ion was realized, are now awaiting advice from a
panel of Intemationa™, experts. People who origin-
ally thought the bill would run into the thousands
of dollars are now talking about millions of doll-
ars. More than $L million was spent on the initial,
aborted cleanup.

What happened in the State Office Building on Feb.
5 apparently has never happened before in this
country, but authorit > say it could happen again,
in any of the nation®s _"arge office buildings.

Binghamton Fire Chief Ed Faughnan says his investi-
gators have not completed their study of the fire,
but they do know that more than 180 gallons of
coolant laden with toxic polychlorinated biphenyls,
commonly known as PCDs, leaked out of the build-
ing"s electrical transformer into the fire.

The intense heat and oxygen combined with the PCBs
to produce an even more deadly poison, dioxin, the
same form of dioxin found in Agent Ora/ige, widely
used as a defoliant during the Vietnam war.

Veteran®s lawsuits throughout America blame Agent

Orange for physical ailme’® and birth defects.

The poisons spread through the building, coating
ventilation shafts, desks, drapes and restrooms
with whatappears to be a layer of black soot. In
the early cleanup, contaminated water from toilets
inside the building was flushed into the city"s
sewer system.

No one immeadiately "understood the severity of the
situation. The deadliest chemicals were not dis-
covered until eight days after the fire, after
some workers had walked through crntaminated areas
without protection.

"We"ve been trying to comprehend the magnitude of
this incredible, astounding incident, which, quite
frankly, none of us could believe was happening
for the first time antwhere right here in quiet
Binghamton," said Or. Arnold Schecter, the Broome
County health director.

Schecter, who is a medical doctor and professor of
preventative medicine at the state university"s
medical school here, walked through a contaminated
area in his street clothes. Now he minces no words
when discussing the seriousness of the problem.

"We now have a new environmental hazard to live
with," he said in a recent interview. 'We have a
unique event hare that could only nnppen 1n the
Chemical Age. Nothing quite like this has ever
happened before, not in an office building this
way, not 1n a city. What happened here had only
happened iIn the laboratory.

"The question that is raised by all this is: Do we
ha c this health hazard in most office tulldings
acre s the country?"’

Transformers using coolant contaf-irg pcbs are
common throughout the country, Scht-lar said. In
1979, after a similar, but less extensive, iIncident
im Toronto, the Canadian government banned . "ch
transformers.

burned building coti, jd p.s



A NBWBREED CF ENVIRDNEN7ALIST

John Heubach Ar. has these feelings He wrestles
with them every day, but they won"t let him alone.

Last October, Heubach®"s mother died of cancer,
and he feels that just maybe the Reilly Tar &
Chemical Co."s former creosc''? plant in St. Louis
Park had something to do witi, her disease. The
plant was only five blocks from where John Heubach

grew up.

He has other feelings, too. For the past two years
Heubach, a Vietnam-Era veteran, has been fighting
to establish a connection between the herbicide
Agent Orange and a plethora of ailments afflicting
veterans all over the country. Just maybe, he feels.
Agent Orange, which was sprayed to defoliate the
jungles of Vietnam, is slowly killing these men.

As an "activist' or "environmentalist', Heubach
doesn"t fit any mold. He’s not a burned out pro-
testor, he*s not particularity paranoid and he"s
not particularily religious. He attended college
but he"s not a scientist. And yet, he has these
feelings, intuitions thet, he"s often hard-pressed
to explain with solid evidence. But he"s been
right enough times that iIt"s hard to ignore them.

Essentially, Heubach is just a 33 year-old guy
wno"s watched too many people get hurt and too
many ptople die. He feels that just maybe the
poisoning of our planet can be stopped, and he'r.
compelled to do his part.

Maybe he gets it from his mother.

Before Eve Heubach died, she had a feeling th.t
just maybe water contaminated by wastes from the
old creosote plant had something to do with the
breast cancer that struck her in 1977 and Marjorie
McFadden in 1974 and Delores Schander in 1975 and
Corrine Hunt in 1976 and Mary Schwantz iIn 1978.

By 1979, these people and 14 others who lived
within several blocks of the Heubach house, at
3325 S. Texas Ave., had developed cancer - the 14
other cancers of uifferent types.

In 1978, about a year after Eve Heuoach found u _
about her disease, the First of five municipal
drinking wells in St. Louis Park was closed when
analysis showed trace amounts of PAH compounds-
cancer causing chemicals that have been linked to
the creosote wastes. Black, oily creosote, used
to weatherproof railroad ties and teleplune poles
frequently were spilled at the  *lly site.

Eve Heubach wrote to the Minnesota Department of
Health iIn December 1979, listing those with breast
cancer and 14 others in her neighborhood who had
other cancers. Health officials subsequently con-
ducted a study. In November 198U, the Department
reported that although there seems to be an above
average breast-cancer rate in St. Louis Park,
there is no evidence that it is related to con-
tamination of the city"s water supply.

The report was published one month after Eve
Heubach died.

Just before his mother died, Junn Heubach proni,sed
her that he’d try to get some better answers. He
had this feeling: just maybe the whole story isn"t
knoan.

People like John Heubach have emerged in the past
ten years as a new breed of environmentalist.

Consumer advocate Ralph Nader has dedicated his
new book, *"‘Who’s Poisoning America'”, to such
people: *“the victims of environrental violence
who, by fighting back courageously in communi-
ties across the country are defining a new kind
of patriotism."

Dramatic statements, these. But the truth - as
usual - is more complicated than winners and
losers. In the end, the truth becomes a distill-
ation of scientific certainty, economic reality
and political expediency applied with a heavy
dose of righteous indignation, intuition and raw
emotion.

In this sense, St. Louis Park®"s pollution problem
and John Heubach®s story in particular, illustrate
the national dilemma over pollution and toxic chem
icals.

Heubach and his father, John Sr., and his brother
Chuck understand the dynamics of the situation.
How the public officials iIn St. Louis Park, though
concermed about a possible health threat, on the
other hand don"t want to cause a panic. And how
everyone in the area is worried about property
values going down.

And most important they understand how hard it is
=0 prove that seeping creosote caused the cancer
that killed Eve Heubach. And they know that prov-
ing a connection won"t bring her back.

That leads to a difficult question; What"s the
point in even trying?

In John Heubach®c case, the point is eti.ical as-
we’l as emotional. As a child, Heubach looked

forward to camping, hiking, hunting, fishing, or
just being outdoors with his dad. After high
sclool (St. Louis Park class of 1966), Heubach
served in the Marianas Islands with the J.S.
Coast Guard. He loved the jungle and spent hours
atop a cliff, gazing at the Pacific. He left the
Mari®.las an environmentalist.

Though he didn"t serve in Vietnam, Heubach saw
the results of war while recovering in Chicago®s
Great Lakes Naval Hospital from a 1969 auto acci-
dent.

During his six month convalescence, Heubach watch-
ed combat veterans who still had ams sh. ve the
faces of those who didn"t/ He saw mothers and
girlfriends enter the ward and watched their pain-
elzd expressions as they spotted their sons and
overs.

In Janurary 1970, when he got out of the Coast
Guard, Heubach decided t unroll at the University
ot Minnesota and eventually found himself in-
volved in environmental issues.

One of his first big battles was for minimum ex-
posure standards for asbestos.

Back then, he arid others had a feeling that just
maybe asbestos caused cancer. While working for

e Minnesota Public Interest Resea-ch Group, a

consumer advocacy organization, Heubach learned

how hard it is to protect people from themselves.
Tie asbestos workers were a hard lesson.

Heubach continued p.Q



dToxir*nJunle~TTTconHnued

The Binghamton fire and explosion came at 5:30 a.m.
Schecter noted.

"If this had happened at 9 a.m. in a building like
the World Trade Center there would have been a lot
of dead people, and a lot of people whose health
would have to be monitored the rest of their lives,
and a lot of babies would be born with problems.
There would be reason to worry," Schecter said.

Still, as many as 200 people were exposed to the
dangerous chemicals, including one pregnant woman
who worked in a City Hall office contaminated by
cleanup workers who unknowingly tracked dioxins in
with them, Schecter said.

"We"re faced with a problem we don"t know much
about," he said. "We don"t know much about the med-
ical consequence of exposure to low level PCBs
and dioxins."'

The chemicals contaminating the building have been
linked to cancer, and are knomn to attack the liv-
er and nervous system, cause fetal damage and re-
main in the human body, he said.

Two workers involved 1n the initial cleanup say
they will sue the state, contending they were not
informed of the dangers f-ey faced.

The reactions of state officials have ranged from
alarm to attempts at humor.

Governor Hugh Carey, for exfmple; offered to drink
a glass of PCBs and clean trne building with a vac-
uum cleaner. The remarks caused a small furor in
Binghamton, dnd the Govenor later backed off,
saying he had only meant to warn New Yorkers of
what he called overreaction to the contamination.

Schecter said that a glnssful of the toxins iIn the
building would kill Carey. "It"s Agent Orange,
essentially, not just PCBs in that building.
They” e all bad,"” he said. "Depending on the Gov-
emor"s sjMID, he wou’d be dead within a few min-
utes or hours. 1

""Deadly Dioxins In Burned Offices Defy Removal'’,
Associated Pr;ss, Monday, March 16, 1981, St. Paul
Pioneer Press

HERBICIDE RISKS

Thousands of citizens nationwide have suffered
individually from chemical contamination -some

near forested areas, from herbicide spraying by

the Forest Service, and lunber interests, some from
exposures through accidents Involving chemical

and farm workers, over-spraying into yards, gardens
or farm areas, as a result of herbicide use along
rights of way, roadsides to clear weeeds and brush
for utilities. They do not receive the attention
that disasters such as the Binghamton office build-
ing does.

Many victims react with disbelief at the lack of
concern from local, courty, state and federal
agencies to their pligh;. We are told risks are to
be tolerated, that chemicals are economically
beneficial to our very lifestyle, that herbicides
are are eesential to crop growth, that all weeds
are a blemish on our lawms, thus chemicals are
applied regardless of ingredients (2,4-0, the
other half of Agent Orange, is used as a weed
kiler In oimercial lawmn care) and sprayed on park-
ways, private lawms, pars, schoolyrounds, and golf
courses. This iIn spite of the fact research has
proven 2,4-D carcinogenic, teratngenic, and muta-
genic in laboratory animal tests.

—

Any concemn over the widespread vise of these
poisons is considered an “‘over-reaction', that if
the product is used as directed, no serious prob-
lems will result. But they do. They continue to be
tested in our environment, ecologically they are
in direct contact with all living organisms on
land and water. People continue to be exposed, and
waterways and ground waters are contaminated,
while hazardous wastes provide the very real
possibility that every state has its om "Love
Canal"'.

Still science is alloved to produce poisons for
public use without proper safeguards, or without
antidotes which are neccesary when disasters do
occur. Chemical companies .cl: them without direct-
ions for their disposal, and industries using them
take no responsibility for their safe disposal,
while the Environmental Protection Agency has pre-
pared no enforced precautionary measures for the
regulation and restrictions covering all of these
actions.

The real "horror” is that we seem willing to accept
the “risks’ of these chemicals which may be poison-
ing us and unborn generations to come, i1n order to
kill weeds and protect the short-term economics
Involved.

Mrs. B. Kent

Edina, Minnesota

MANHVE ENFROVIBNTAL CRISS

The following story illustrates an historic ex-
ample of how mans® ignorance of the ecological
system can result in a man-made environmental
crisis.

It happens that malaria was widespread in Malay-
sia. In an effort to control mosquitoes, the
Malaysian government undertook massive spraying
with DDT. The poisoned Mosquitoes were then de-
voured by roaches. In tum a shy and obscure animal
fron the Malaysian Archipelagos, the Gecko lizard,
whose all-consuming passion is cockroaches ate the
poisoned roaches. The residual poison was not
sufficient t kill the hardy little lizards, but
it did affect their central nevous system, slow-
ing them dom and mekin®. them easy targets for
hungry cats. The cats, Liwever, were very vulner-
able to DDT and died by the hundreds. As the cat
population declined, the number of rats skyrocket-
ed, bringing both terrible economic loss and the
threat of an explosive outbreak of Bubonic Plague
(The Black Death). At this point the World Health
Orr*nizatlon stepped in and rcconinended discon-
tinuation of DDT; and then — 1o restore the eco-
logical balance — they airdropped planeload after
planeload of cats into remote areas where the rats

Like certain other animals, man has a remarkable
propensity to foul his owmn nest, but he seems to
be the only species on earth who then attempts
to chop the tree domn behind him.

(Great Lakes Focus On Water Quality, Vol. 7, Issue
1, May 1981, Intemational Joint Commission.)



Heubach continued

"l remember having to do battle with the lathers
and the plasterers and having t try to convince
hard-working people that there are problems with
the environment,” he says. But he and other en-
vironmentalists oersisted and Heubach now consid-
ers the asbestos battle his sweetest victory in 11
years as an enviromental activist.

Since then - in fights over the possible adverse
health effects of Agent Orange, in his fight to
get to the bottom of the high cancer rates in

St. Louis Park - Heubach has learmed that clear
victories are few and far between, and that fight-
ing Is more important than winning.

Heubach knows enough about these thormy problems
to recognize their complexity and yet to never
jJespair of a solution. This may be because he"s
seen the stakes grow higher as his family and
friends succumbed to diseases he feels were en-
vironmentally ignited.

And now more than ever he"s leamed to trust his
Teelings.

In Heubach®s old St. Louis Park neighborhood,
several blocks southeast of the old creosote plant,
there ’$ a lead smelter owned by Taracorp Indus-
tries, wnich is suspected of polluting the soil
with lead. And though It has nothing to do with
ReMly Tar & Chemical, the si® _Jtion surrounding
the lead smelter, its property and Its neighbors,
graphically illustrates the environmental dilenma
now facing the Heubach family.

Taracorp refuses to allow state officials on the
property to monitor lead concentrations in the
soil. Next to the lead smelter is Golden Auto
Parts. \' May 1980, Harry Golden, the owner, sued
Taracorp Industries, iIts parent Taracorp Inc.,
and National Lead, former owner of the smelter,
charging, among other things, that the smelter
violates the federal clean air act for lead
omiss Ions.

In 1979, two of Golden"s junkyard dogs died. Aut-
opsies attributed the deaths to lead poisoning.
Subsequently, 11 employee:, at the junkyard -
including Golden himself --were found to have
high concentrations of lead in their bloodstreams.
Altogether, four dogs have died and several emp-
loyees have experienced severe headaches and vom-
iting while working in the yard. Manager Bob
Aubcrger said one employee was taken by ambulance
to the hospital after collapsing one day in 1970,

Aubergcr and his son, Gary, have had elevated con-
centrations of lead iIn their bloodstraems. Gary
recently was examined at the Mayo Clinic, where
doctors found high lead concentrations and diag-
nosed a nervous condition. Lead intoxication can
cause damage to the central nep®ous systei as well
as headaches and vomiting.

The PCA says that Taracorp and their associated
properties are the source of the lead. But the
agency believes sources in addition to the stack
emissions must be contributing to the problem.

Golden disagrees.

*This buisness is 56 years old and we"ve never had
a lead problem until we moved out here,” he says.

"Its absurd. Il tell you that," Golden says.
"It"s like a comic strip."

As with the creosote case and, indeed most battles,
inconclusive studies make it difficult to fix blame
Even if the fact of contamination is unassailable.

That®"s the point. If Harry Golden, whose buishess
is right next door to a lead smelter, hasn®t been

able to prove that lead from the smelter killed
his dogs and poisoned his employees, then how can
John Heubach expect to prove that his mother®s
cancer was caused by creosote spilled by a plant
five blocks away? Or that veterans were poisoned
by a herbicide in Vietnam 10,000 miles away and
10 years ago?

It is the classic environmental dilenma, says
Heubach. Nobody takes any action until the studies
come in and the courts make their decisions. And
the question that never quite gets answered is
this: Can we afford to wait?

Heubach has this feeling that just maybe we can"t.

(Condensed from "Tracking Pollution in St. Louis
Park, by John Oslund, The Minneapolis Star, Wed.,
June 3,1981.)

Editors Note: John Heubac> is the Director of
Minnesota"s Veterans Coalition and th°® Midwest
Coordinator for the National Veterans Task Force
On Agent Orange.

HZA0S DUING: QTIZANS HOLINE

The Pollution Control Agency, in Minnesota,
has established a toll-free HOTLINE PHONE
for citizens to report suspected iImproper
hazardous waste disposal sites. The number is:
800/652-9747 .

Agency officials said citizens should look
for abandoned or buried barrels, oil or sludge
spills, chemical odors and dead vegitation or
wildlife near suspected disposal sites.



BXPCRTING POISONS

president Jimmy Carter was concerned about U.S.
firms exporting hazardous products to foreign
nations. President Reagan isn"t. And therein lies
the potential for a serious international problem
that promises to become a nightmare for unsuspect-
ing citizens of both the U.S. a.id the world.

While hazardous products include everything from
drugs to pesticides, the major concern of the
moment centers on pesticides. According t Agri-
culture Department statistics, the U.S. chemical
industry exported more than 670 million pounds of
pesticices in both 1978 and 1979. Most of the
exporting involved pesticides banned in the U.S.,
including such notables as DDT and Aldrin. Most of
the poison is ending up in Third World nations
struggling to improve their agriculture production.

Ironically, foreign growers, unrestricted by
either warnings or rules, apply heavy doses of the
poisons to their croos, then turn around and ship
the produce to U.S. ..arkets. American shoppers,
assuming that whatever is on the grocers shelf is
safe, purchase it, take it home and feed it t©
their families.

Testing is performed, of course, but it"s random.
The Agriculture Department generally tests one
sample of meat for every 3 5,000 pounds imported.
Furthermore, govermment tests are able to detect
only about 30 of the A pesticides used -legally
or illegally - on toffee crops grown in nations
exporting to the U.S.

Although banning exports of all pesticides not
approved for ise in the U.S. would solve, temp- .
orarlly at lea t, part of the problem, it would

not be the fintl answer. To get around such re-
strictions a n mber of U.S. chemical firms already
have opened brai sh plants iIn foreign nations and
now are manufacturing highly profitable and danger-
ous pesticides jutside U.S. jurisdiction. Others
are manufacturing the pesticides in the U.S. and
shipping then oo foreign subsidiaries.

Experts are convinced the first step toward stopp-
ing this poisoning of the world must be taken in
the U.S., in the form of a ban on exporting hazard-
ous pesticides. The next step would involve the
adoption by major Western industrial nations of
strict pesticide guidelines. Once these two steps
are taken, the third step, an intemational agree-
ment, can be worked out.

Under the Carter administration, environmentalists
had hope of acheiving such agreements. Since Mr.
Reagan®s "damn the regulations, full exporting
ahead pronouncements, though, their hoplS are
fading fast.

It all becomes rather disconcerti Iy -especially
when eating or drinking something grom or pro-
duced in a Third World nation.

St. Paul Pioneer Press/Dispatch April

MN\BOTA QKTULES RHFR HEIRS WSESTE

The state®s Waste Management Board designated 2,300
square miles of land in 24 counties for consider-
ation of a disposal site for Minnesota®s annual
production of 150,000 tons of hazardous waste.

The Board must present a list of 12 to 20 possible
sites to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency by
August for further analysis. The 2,800 miles of-!
land currently under consideration was selected
using information supplied by the Land Management
Information System™s regional screening process.
The candidate sites, which touch upon about 190
townships in 24 counties, have met the preliminary
criteria of not containing any productive famm
land.

O Potential disposal
site areas

Bemldjl  Grand Rapids

Moorhead
Duluth

Twin Cities

Faribault
Mankato

The Boards®™ release of the potential sites follows
three rounds of statewide meetings which drew hot
public reaction from people who feel threatened
with the possibility of living near a hazardous
waste site.

"We know this 1s an emotional time," said Alri

Shilepsky, hazardous waste coordinator for

nine-member board. "But we®"ve got to get rid of

this midnight (illegal) dumping. There has got to

(;b;—:-: sugﬁwirj the state can monitor and keep track
said.

"We are really trying to solve a problem. . _Unfor-
tunately, the people iIn those areas,' Shilepsky
said, pointing to a map showing potential disposal
sites, .._they think we are trying to create a
problem._**

(St. Paul Dispatch, Thursday, May 28, 1981, p-I)



OPERATION RANCH HAND STUDY UPDATE

The U.S. Air Force"s Operation Ranchand study will
involve a three-phased epidemiologic approach,
based on physical examinations, a mortality and a
morbidity study, as well as a long-term follow-up
study. The follow-ups are scheduled for years 3,
5, 10, 15 and 20.

The study subjects are 1,196 Air Force personnel
that worked under the operation code-named *‘Oper-
ation Ranchand”. The study subjects fall into three
broad catagories; those who sat up front and who
should have received the lowest exposure; the crew
chiefs and men who took care of the aircraft who
world have receieved moderate exposure; and those
located in the rear of the aircraft who operated
the console tank during spraying missions who
should have receieved the highest dose of herbi-

cide exposure.

Col. Lathrop of the US Air Force, in presenting a
staus report t the VA Advisory Committee, stated
his opinion that, 'even under conservative bio-
mathematical models, the ranch handers received
approximately 1,000 times a higher dose than the

average dose of an average ground troop."

The Air Force has already commenced its mortality
study of the ranchanders. As of December 1, 1980
there were 50 recorded deaths in the ranchand
population. Of the 1,196 ranchanders about 20%
are still on active duty, 5% Reserve or National
Guard, 40% retired, 30% seperated and roughly 5%
deceased. The following table provides a break-
comn of the knowmn causes of death iIn the ranch-
hand population.

Ranch Hand Mortality Study - December 1. 1980

Accidental Deaths;

Killed In Action (Vietnam) 18
Aircraft (Non-Combat) 9
Other (Motorcycle, auto) 2

7

Unknown Cause:
Disease States

Heart
Cancer (Lung, Renal)
Liver (Cirrhosis)

5

3

4

Suicide 1
50

Total Known Dead:

The Air Force mortality study was conducted thr-
ough the Air Force personnel and financial systems.
Following this point they will utilize the Social
Security and IRS system to make further determin-
ations as to alive/dead status. The objective after
obtaining all deaths from both the study and cont-
rol groups, will be to pursue the death certific-
ates end to correlate them with all knowm medical
records on each individual within the study.

In response to a question regarding accidental
exposure and how this factor will be dealt with,
Col. Lathrop responded that;

"The anecdotal stories of many of the flyers are
genuinely terrifying. One would not expect a pilot
and navigator sitting up front in the aircraft to
get outside their aircraft literally with their
flight suits dripping with the herbicide, but that
in fact. jwes the case iIn many circumstances.

Again, we"ve done the simulation studies to look
at vapor trails within those aircraft In various
operational configurations, ie, flying 150 knots
indicated air speed, 150 feet off the deck with

the rear cargo door open. All pilots and navigat-
ors flew with the cockpit windows or.en because of
the intense ground fire. And what happens when
one of those pipes burst...or that main tank took
a hit, that vapor was literally pulled forward
into the aircraft and out the cockpit windows.

So the folks up front, indeed, received very sub-
stantial exposure, but, again, iIn relative terms
nothing like the poor fellow in the back. He was
doused repeatedly."’

(Transcript of Proceedings, Advisory Committee On
Health Related Effects of Herbicides meeting on
February 4, 1981)

NLROACEOA TEST ONAGINT GRINEE \ETS CO-THBES

Research has been Initiated at a VA nospital 1n
Buffalo to contrast the nerve conduction velocit-
ies both of 100 Vietnam veterans complaining of
tingling in the feet and legs and of 100 controls.

Dr. Stephen Barron, director of the medical cent-
er's EMG laboratory and an assistant professor of
neurology at the State University of New York at
Buffalo, said an electrical stimulus will be app-
lied to the calves of the subjects®™ legs to measure
conduction at the sural and perineal nerves.

it may be that minute traces of dioxin, per-
sisting in the body at levels too small to meas-
ure, are damaging the myelin or some other ele-
ment of the nerve, or that some veterans were more
susceptible t the effects of dioxin than others
for unknown reasons or through receiving larger
doses of it,” Dr. Barron said.

('Criticism Prompts New VA Agent Orange Exanm',
U.S. Medicine, March 1,1981)
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"THE INDUSTRIAL BIO-TEST CAPER™

"The Industrial Rio-Tont Caper™ was uncov—
ered by Paul Merrell and published in the Winter
1981 edition of NCAP News. The following con—
sists primarily of excerpts from his article
(with permission).

"Industrial Bio-Test Laboratories, Inc., a
subsidiary cf Nalco Chemical Co., 14 the nation®s
largest commercial toxlcological testing company.
Over the years, IBT haG performed thousands of
studies on pesticides, drug6, cosmetics and other
"_"hemicals. On the basis of IBT data, hundreds
of products have been registered as safe for use
with government agencies by companies which con—
tacted with IBT to develop the data.

"The story of how the IBT scandal was dis—
covered 1is interesting. According to Science
magazine [December 23, 1977 insuej, ’In 1975,
Food & Drug Administration officials received a
tip from an employee of Syntex Corp., a drug man—
ufacturer in California, that there were problems
with tests that Syntex had submitted to the FDA.
An FDA official, instead ef pulling a file on
Syntex, pulled one by mistake on Industrial Bio-
Test, an independent laboratory that had done a
study for Syntex on an antlarthrltic drug called
Naprosyn. On rending it. he found enough defi—
ciencies to warrant an inspection.® Adrian
Gross, then associate director of nonclinical
studies in FDA"s Bureau of Drugs, was quoted as
saying, “What we found there is enough to make
your hair stand up."

Project of Regional
9UA Market Street,

San Fran”*"sco,

“"Science reportod that an investigation of
IBT was begun by the FDA, the Environmental Pro—
tection Agency, the National Cancer Institute,

and the Inspector General of the Department of
Hoalth, Education & Welfare.
"In 1978, the Washington Post [March 9> 19V

reported that “federal investigators say they
have evidence that the nation®"s biggest commer—
cial testing laboratory deliberately falsified
data submitted to the government on potential ca
cinogcns and that at least four major pesticide
manufacturers were aware of the problem.® The
Post said F.PA and FDA had referred results of
their investigations to the Justice Department,
and quoted “knowledgeable federal regulatory of—
ficials®™ as saying audits of IBT data “turned up
far more problems than investigators had origi—
nally rxpected."

"*At the beginning of this thing, we though
wc were dealing with problems confined to Just
one three-year period,” said a senior official
involved In the probe. “Now we are in a posi—
tion where wo havo to regard all of IBT"s data
as suspect." According to tho Post, the extent
of the problem caused by the lab"s alleged data
tampering was described by a senior official in—
volved in the Investigation "who said the World
Health Organization, which sets International
safety exposure standards for potentially harm—
ful chemlcalG and pesticides, also relied heav—
ily on data from IBT."

Yo/ng \dult Project
CA  9"»102



"Tit#* Inet tinld 111T changed lie top m/inage-
m*iil  ,il"h r 1hr* dxl,i |.einfir rl ng took pine*. f.omr
tamper Ing look thi* rorm of “substitutions of
Mo.T1Thy  hi dinitl: ki*pl liy HIT fit thr* 1film for ani —
mals Hi.ii inT.imr* 11l during [Ih** tests.l Inves —
tigators nli.-o discovered t.hol. TUT researchers
failed In some cases to number tool animals, mak-—
ing It impossible to tell which were affected by
toot substances.

"The "Vail Street .Journal [February 21, 1978]
said irregularities at 1I11T involved “slipups
(that) may have been deliberate.” A former |IBT
technician told of a "toxicologist"s pretending
to kill rats for autopsy to examine a drug"s ef—
fect on them; in truth, he said, the ratG had al—
ready died of neglect or of exposure to the drug,
but the autopsy findings didn"t reflect this.

The technician figures that the pretense was
aimed at concealing inadequate animal care or
hiding the high death rate among animals exposed
to the drug, or both.-"

"One study, the IBT technician said, was
termed “the magic pencil study® because complete
blood analyses appeared in the final report,
even though most of the analyses had never been
performed. Chevron Chemical (now also under in-—
vestigation by the Justice Department) “con—
cluded that the IBT rat study had lasted just 18
months, and that six months of fabricated data
had been added to the final report.” (Tho study
involved the insecticide Orthcne, marketed by
.Chevron.)

"Syntex Corp. filed a lawsuit for unspeci—
fied damages against IBT because of problems
they had discovered with the tests on Naprosyn.
According to Syntex, there were serious short-—
comings in tests: 1incomplete records, evidence
of tumors that didn"t appear in tho final re—
port, ratG recorded as having died twice, and
other animals whose weights continued to bo
logged along with other test animals long after
they had been liEted as dead.

"Tho Journal said, “the uproar grew louder
..when IBT said that Mr. Frisque [iBT"s former
president who, in turn, had replaced the previ—
ous president 1in 1977] bad inadvertently ordered
the shredding of hundreds of records requested
by the FPA. Among tho shredded data were seven
long-term studies on the cancer-causing poten—
tial of substances used in plastics, herbicides,

and cyclamates, the artificial sweeteners."™"

Another Gourcc cited by Paul Merroll was a
Canadian reporter, Peter von Stackolberg. In
tho November J, 1980 l.oader-Post, von Btackel-
borg reported that, according to FPA official
Dr. Diana Reisa, "nearly 250 of 600 studies done
by I1BT--nnd later reviewed by U.S. and Canadian
government authorities- wore found to bo inval-—
id." The biggest problem concerned "long-tern
studies- studies designed to turn up cancer and
other tumors, reproductive disorders, problems
in the second and third generations of tho lab-—
oratory animals that were exposed....Reisa said
99 per cent of those long-term Gtudies wore in—

valid. Other problem areas worn:

e"Tests for birth defects - 76 per cent in—
valid;

¢+"Tests for mutations - 50 per cent invalid;

"Tests on toxic effects to the nervous sys—
tem - 50 per cent invalid;

*"Toil/: to »wlrrmin* how lux I*> U* ehemi i.3j
If; if swallowed, breath"d or absorbed through
the iskln - 50 per cent. Invalid; and

e"Medium-1 i*n» tests fur a variety of **f|Vrii
- per cent. Invalid,"”

Unfortunately, as Morrell®s article points
out, "One vexing thing about the IBT fiasco Iir.
the continuing secrecy. It I, nearly impor.nl hi e
to determine what studies are valid for individ—
ual chemicals, the information that would ho
most UGeful to persons desiring to protect them—
selves from tho chemicals®™ effects. "TA"s Reisa
who has been assigned to other duties since
granting her interview with the Canadian repor—
ter, said “only the companies manufacturing the
products would be notified of problems with spe—
cific chemicals."

"At one time, EPA imposed a moratorium on
agency action involving pesticides supported by
IBT data. But by July 1980, FIFA had announced
that under a new policy, "in cases where virtu—
ally the entire data base 1is invalid and there
le a strong possibility of substantial health
risk, the Agency will consider cancellation. In
cases of major data gaps, the registrant (chemi—
cal company) will be required to fill the data
gap0 aG soon as possible, and in cases of minor
data gaps, the gaps will be filled through the
Registration Standard Data Call-in process® (a
process that takes up to five years before a
company lg even requested to begin new studies).

"Estimates vary of the actual number of
tests performed by IBT which will have to be re—
done. But the Wall Street Journal reported that
EPA is asking 235 chemical companies to reexam—
ine b,363 IBT tests that were crucial in obtain-—
ing federal clearance to market /%3 different
pesticides.”

Four years later, the situation remains
virtually the same. All the chemicals involved
are still registered for use in the U.S. (Swe —
den, on the other hand, banned nix chemicals
whose "safety"™ was based on IBT data: captan,
captafol, alachlor, terbutryn, terbuthylazlne,
and metabromuran.)

"And the problem,”™ reports Paul Merroll,
"doesn"t end with studies performed by the IBT.
EPA spokesman Jim Sibbison naid the agency is
auditing test results from "nine or ten labora-—
tories because of the possibility of careless or
deliberately careless work." Previous masGive
deficiencies in registration data and record—
keeping havo been discovered for tests performed
by G.D. Dearie & Co. [a loading pharmaceutical
manufacturer], Biometric Testing, |Inc. [an indo-
pondent laboratory], and other laboratories.
Humorous other laboratories have been found
wanting in good lab practices and recordkeeping,
with university laborator .!»s generally ranking
the lowest."

At the end of Merrell"s article is a list—
ing of pesticides which were registered for
use on the basis of IBT"s data. (ldentification
of other pestlcidoG involved have not yet beer
made available to the public.) The Tlist include
such widely used chemicals an 2,IKD, picloram,
cacodylic acid, Silvex, atrazine, carbnryl, di-
camba, MCPA, and orthene.



ADM IN LMWL VK IIIDATK

2.4.5-T MKAIMNn;” tn RR.CE™r.

On March 1, \ tho FPA insuoo an emer—
gency suspension unlnr on registration of 2,4,5-T
and 311vox (2,4,5-TP" for use on forestland, pas-
lurelnnd and rlght.-o -ways. Tompornry suspen—
sion hearings began, then moved into permanent
cancellation hearings. On one side is the ETA,
the I°nvlronmental Defense Fund and the Northwest
Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides, and on
the other side is Dow, various industry associa—
tions, other chemical manufacturers, and the De—
partment of Agriculture. At stake, of course,
is whether or not 2,4,5-T and Silvex will be
used in this country. Also at stake is whether
or not the Environmental Protection Agency can
actually protect the environment- or humans.

Last month, NCAP announced tb .c the hear—
ings had gone into temporary recess in order to
work out a possible settlement. Tho recess, re—
quested by both Dow and EPA, came as a surprise
as EPA"s case was felt to bo going well. 7/orse
yet, the negotiations are oeing held behind
closed doors.

While a great deal of information on safe—
ty, effectiveness and economic feasibility has
been presented on both sides, there is evidence
that one reason Dow requested the recess was to
forestall the release of certain damaging docu—
ments from its files.

NCAF requests that "individuals and organi—
sations write to both the EFA and the White
House, urging them not to settle for anything
less than complete cancellation of all uses" of
2.4.5-T and Silvex. NCAP also asks you to "re—
quest that any continued use of 2,4,5-T and/or
Silvex be determined in a public process, not
behind closed doors, and that all of the evi—
dence be presented so as to have a completo pub—
lic record.”

As of the publication date of this issue,
the hearings were evidently still in recess.
However, it iG very likely that tho recess will
end while this |gguo is still in the mail.
There in @ Gtrong posGibility that EPA will drop
their suspension order altogether, putting
2.4.5-T and Silvex back into our food, water,
air, and land. Therefore, we urge you to write
to EPA and the White Hougo to request that no
settlement bo made and that tho hearings con—
tinue on schedule.

Michelle Corash

Office of General Counsel
Wmvironmental Protection Agency
401 "M™ Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

President Nonaid Reagan
Tho White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

NATIONAL I"ANK "MfV10K MALT.". _*,4-1) "I
(Reprinted with permission Trom NCAP News,
Winter 1981)

The I..".. National Park XZervl»*=has discon—
tinued the use of 2,4-1) In it: 325 park/; and
recreation are/t/i.

Park f.ervico Director Russell Dickinson or—
dered all superlntendents In a memo to stop ll:lne
2,4-1) Immediately. According to a story In the
Washington lost, "Future use V: to he allowed
only if the superintendents convince their re—
gional directors that no alternative methods are
available to accomplish indispensable control.”

.Spokesman Duncan Morrow said the action
came 1in response to environmental groups, many
of them based in the capital, who argued that
the herbicide causes spontaneous abortions,
bleeding of fetuses ar.d birth defects. He said
t’.e evidence i6 not sufficient to make a defi—
nite judgement, but that "it"s better to err on
the sldo of conservatism and not use a poten—
tially dangerous chemical unless we can find
that our fears are unfounded."

LEGAL UPDATES

SUIT FILED TO STOP SPRAYING

On April 15, 1901, Paul Merrell filed a
temporary restraining order in U.S. District
Court of Oregon to prevent tho spraying of 6,3<5
acres of the Siuslaw National Forest. Merrell,
who investigated the Industrial Dio-Test fraud
(see Feature article, this issue), has charged
officials of various federal agencies, including
the Department of Agriculture, the Forest Ser—
vice, EPA, Bureau of Land Management, and tho
Secretary of the Interior, with violations of
the Nationul Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

His complaint points out that a number of
the chemicals to be used in tho sprny program
are currently under investigation by the EPA for
insufficient or invalid safety data as a result
of falsification of scientific data by Indus—
trial Dio-Tost Laboratories. These chemicals
include 2,4-D, glyphosote (Roundup), ptcloram
(Tordon), ammonium ethyl cnrbamolyphosphnnate
(Krenito), and 3,6-dichloro-o-aninic acid (d1-
camba).

Morrell®s Guit charges that

=The draft environmental analysis report,
published January 23, 1931 by the Department of
Agriculture, violates tho National Environmental
Policy Act by making no analysis of environmen—
tal effects and by not acknowledging "gnpn in
relevant Information or scientific uncertainly”
in regard to tho abovementionod chemicals.

«=The Department of Agriculture®s "finding of
no significant impact”, also published .January
23, 1981, is totally without basis because of"
the deficiencies ot the environmental analysis
report.

«The Forest Service plans to proceed with
t: i o™."wy ,rograin bofore a final environmental
impact statement has been prepared, which is al—
so in violation of the National Environmental
Policy Art.



LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

ASTNT ORANGE BILL REINTRODUCED
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I..nil yenr™t: >ee*qliif-if; were A(Li.*ndo<l by »

large number itr people who had r.tilTorrd various
(nausea, headaches, rashes, and flu-

Ilke symptoms) following expoflum to roadside
=prjiy lhi* ol llie chem l«;»ls. Tho testimony by
medical and scientific experts on tho effects
of tho choral coin was summed up by Dr. Gtuart
Phillips: "To say it has not hurt anyone is
medical nonsense. ThnL*n 1lko tho optimist who
f.illfi from a 10—story building and as he pass-
on onoh floor ho shont.V;, "Go far, no flood!""

Opponents of the bill claimed that mechani—
cs? wood-eonlrol would cost tho state 82.3 mll-
Lion, and expressed the fear that a ban on state
lands would lead to a ban on agricultural lanes.

The latest bill, SB 7+, would amend Title h8
of the Louisiana Revised Statutes by adding a
section which would prohibit the use of herbi—
cides on state highway .ight-of-ways by state
agencies (or its employees) or by any person un—
der contract with the state. Violation of the
prohibition would be cause for suspension or
dismissal of tho 6tatc supervisory personnel =
responsible for the violation.

Just prior to introduction of SB t, a sub—
committee hearing on state use of herbicides was
held in the legislature Mnrch 31> 1981. Despite
the numerous accounts ol 11 effects during last
year"s hearings, Bob Odom, Commissioner of Agri—
culture, testified that there has "never been
one proven case In the state of Louisiana where
2,/»D or 2,1*, 3-T caused any damage to humans,"
and that 2,1*-D is one of the safest compounds on
the rae.ket.”

Mac Corbin, however, of the Southern Coali—
tion for the Environment, cited evidence on the
dangerr. of 2,7%-D, including the report, published
by tho Hazard Alort SyGtem division of the Cati-
fornia Department of Health. (See Agent Orange
Newsletter, Volume |, Ilgsuo 2, page 6.) Accord—
ing to the roport, "the scientific data are suf—
ficiently suggestive of a carcinogenic effect,
and domonstrnt. a weak teratogenic effect, that
2,7*-D use shouxd bo restricted to areas in whi h
human exposure can be kept to a minimum. Con—
tamination of open water must ho monitored and
prevented. Broadcast methods of application
that could directly expose tho general popula—
tion should n strongly discouraged. Creator
consideration must be given to alternative meth—
ods for removing unwanted plants."

Cortiin also presented r.entimony regarding
cafe metheds of applying herbicides, includln
urn oFf the rope wick applicator. According to
Donator Jumonville, chairman of the nubcommittoe,
"the rope wlcl« applicator may bn an area of com—
promise.”" Jumonville pointed out that methods
of application, as well as the effects of tho
chemicals, need to bo considered.

(Hot*.*: 2,1*-D and MSMA are two 0. the chemicals
whose "safety" was bnsod on tho IBT atamp of ap—
proval .)

onio c¢c a | a w kavohaiwk m* iwhti<"

The Jackson County KnvLronmenl.nl Committee
in Ohio reports that a recently enacted ctat*
tiilL (.0lt Pha) has :Lrlpped local governments ol
their right to regulate the disposal of hazar—
dous wastes.

As the public becomos Increasingly aware fit
the hazards of chemicals, more and more communi—
ties are becoming opposed to chemical companies
dumping in their backyards, ""hlle the chemical
industry argues that chemical wastes have to be
disposed of somewhere, the Jackson County invi-
ronmental Committee points out that "hazardous
wastes can often be rendered harmless at the
place of manufacture...._Many wastes can be recy—
cled. Industrial processes can be redesigned.
Les6 harmful raw materials can be suDstitutcd
for more harmful ones. Disposal, however, aj
pears to bo the cheapost way to get rid of
wastes."

To combat the growing opposition to dumping
from local communities, the Chemical Manufac—
turers Association- a powerful 1industry lobby-
drafted model legislation to weaken local gov-—
ernment powers. According to the Environmental
Committee, Ohio"s new low appears to have been
basod on this model.

Under the law, 1local governments, such aG
cities, townships and counties, may not enforce
zoning or any other lecal regulation against
hazardous waste disposal facilities approved by
the state"s Siting Board. But while the CMA"s
model Jlegislation would have at least provided
local representation on the Siting Board, the
Ohio version doeG not.

The new law also changes certain state
standards to conform with less stringent federal
standards. Ohio EPA regulnt ons had previously
required hazardous waste landfills to be sur—
rounded by a 5~foo'—thick clay liner in order
to proven®, the chemical wastes from leaching in—
to tho groundwater. Tho Environmental Committer
points out that groundwater, which 1is often vory
near the land surface 1in Ohio, is tho only
source of water for most of the state®s rural
population. Proposed federal regulations would
requiro the clay lining to bo only three to five
foot thick.

Tho Jackson County Environmental Committee
has proposed an amendment to the Ohio State ron-
ntitutlon which would restore local governments”
control over their own environments:

"Bo It resolved by the people of Ohio that
Soction Elve of Article X of the Ohio Constitu—
tion bo enacted to rend os follown:

"Townships and counties through their

legislative authorities shall have the

power to rogulato their land me re—
lating to hazardous waste 11 posal. "

This power shall not bo tnfr nged or

diminished by the Oonorul ~ eeembly.

Any statute < ~cted by the General As-—

sembly which purports to infringe or

diminish this power shall be void."

Letters to support passage of this amend—
ment arc urgently requested by the Jackson
County Environmental Committee.



Hi:nicar,/:;C.ikntific updates

dioxins found in 2,/(-n

Th< Winter 1981 edition of NCAP News re—
ports Lh-"st. a team or Canadian ncientints han
found various dioxins in samples of 2,b-D "taken
from n broad cronn-nec tlon of agricul turnl and
domestic products now m1 thr market." The study,
which was made puhlic by Canadian Agriculture
Minister Eugene Whelan on October 23, 1980, was
conducted by the Laboratory Cervices Division of
the Food Production and Inspection Branch of
Canada Agriculture.

In 16 samples of 2,4-D compounds, the sci—
entists found 12 to contain varying levels of
dir,, tri- and tetra-chlorodibenzo-p-dioxin6.
(The tetra-CDD isomer found In the 2,/,-D sam—
ples- 1,3,6,8-TCDD- is different from 2,3t7,8-
TCDD, which is the tetra-CDD isomer found in

0Of the seven dimethylamine salt samples of
2,k-D, four were contaminated with the dioxins
in levels ranging from 5 partG per billion to
98A parts per billion. Two of thr three mixed
butyl estrr formulations were con tarn:7r.ated in
levels ranging from 102 ppb to 68b ppb, while
all six of the iso-octyl ester compounds were
contaminated with thr dioxins in levels ranging
from 10h ppb to b200 ppb (J*.2 parts per million).
Thr ester products, the scientists pointed out,
"showed significantly higher levels of contami—
nation than tho amine formulations."

Tho scientists also analyzed 10 aamplos of
2,i(-p technical acid, and while they found no
dioxinG, they did find levels of di-, tri- and
tetra-chlorodiphonyl ether contaminants.

As a roGult of theGc findings, NCAP News
rcpor s that on January 27, 1981, Canada“"s fed—
eral agriculture department took emergency ac-—
tion to restrict the use of 2,b-D, According to
NCAP, "Canada placed an immediate ban on sale of
ester feedstocks to chemical manufacturers pro—
ducing 2,h-D. Salo and use of 2,b-D ester wood-
killors will be permitted for the rest of the
year, but all eater formulations must bo free of
dioxins by 1982 wunder conditions of the order."”

Amino formulations of 2,b-D, however, are
not affected by the action. While the study
samples indicated that enter products are more
likely to contain high levels of dioxins, NCAP
roports tha* the amine formulations of 2,/*-D are
the most commonly uned in Canada.

Approximately 8 million pounds or 2,/»-D are
used annually in Canada. It in the most widely
used herbicide there, accounting for about 29%-
of total herbicide use.

TEST FtIK OKNKTIC DAMAOK UK INC HiKVKI.til*KIi

In the last issue of the Agent Oran/"/* News —
letter ("Australian Oovernm*nt To .Study Veter —
ans", page 9), we reporter! that a blood test NI'f
been developed which could detect thr* possibili—
ty of birth defects, specifically for those who
had boon exposed to dioxin.

Developed by Dr. Cerald p. Ilirsch, who is
currently with the VA Wadsworth Medical Center
in Los Angeles, the test is capable of identify—
ing a specific type of genetic damage which
would lead to birth defects in the children of
the exposed parent. Dr. Hirsch, along with Drs.
R.A. Popp and B.S. Bradshaw, originally devel—
oped the technique for persons exposed to radia—
tion. ("Amino Acid Substitution: |Its Use in De-—
tection and Analysis of Genetic Variants", Ge-—
netics. 92:539-547, 1979.)

Modification of the test to identify tho
specific genetic damage caused by dioxin 1is
nearly completed; approval to begin conducting
the Hirsch Test 1lg expected from tho-VA follow—
ing completion of their review.

REPORT ON CLINICAL ECOLOGY

The Southern Coalition for the Environment,
in t'heir Pesticide Newsletter (Volume 3, No. 2),
haG a listing of publications on clinical ecolo—
gy, a relatively new field of environmental

health. Clinical ecology, explains tho Coali—
tion, 1is the Btudy of an individual®s reaction

to environmental factors. "One of the problenG
wo encounter often with pesticide: is individu-—
als who have become overexposed. Once an indi—
vidual becomes sensitive to pesticides, they cat.
nave adverse reactions from minute doses....Peo—

ple can become Gusceptibl“ to pesticides either
as a result of a massive exposure Oor more sus—
tained, frequently repeated exposures."”

The Southern Coalition reports that the Hu-—
man Ecology Action League (HEAL) 1is one of the
primary groups in this rield. HEAL publishes a
newsletter called the Human EcologiGt which, ac-—
cording to the Coalition, is "a wealth of infor—
mation on current material and information and
includes a "pesticido update® 1in each issue."
SuDscriptiono to the Human Ecologist are 812 per

year. Of particular note, says the Coalition.,
lg Toaue No. 7, February 1980 (82.00), which eon
tains "essential.™ information on ".tow these tox—

ic GUbr.tancos affect not only the individuals
who have boon hypnrsensitizod, but every one or
us."

Morn information on clinical ecolLogy can bi
obtained from either the Southern Coalition foe
tho Environment or from the Human Ecology Actio:
League.
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PESTTCI 1™ fA.MARINntIOWr.K IN TF.XAS

Tli<® Texas Pesticide Hazard Assessment Pro—
gram lu serving ff: a national cleorlnghouse for
pesticide Information. Part of the F.pidemiolog-
ical Studies Program at Texas Tech"s Medical
School, the program has extensive fileB on pes—
ticide accldentn, studies, reBOurces, bibliogra—
phies, etc.

To report a spray incident or to obtain in—
formation on the pesticide of your choice, call
them at 1-800-531-7790. In Texas, call 1-800-
292-766,1*.

GROUP SEEKS ACCESS TO INFORMATION ON CHEMICALS

The California Agrarian Action Project in
Davis urgently needs your support in their ef—
forts to make information on safety and health
effects of pesticides used in California avail —
able to the public. As the Project points out,
such information 1is vital not only to those in
the health care field and those involved in the
pesticide issue, but also to thousands who are
exposed daily to these chemicals.

Under existing legislation, pesticide manu—
facturers are required to BUDmit information to
support registration of their chemicals to the
California Department of Food ft Agriculture.

This information includes safety data as well as
studies on the short-term and long-term health
effects of the chemicals. Ry unwritten agree—
ment, however, all information submitted by the
chemical companies to the CDFA has been consid—
ered "trade secrets"- even if the manufacturer
did not specify that tho information be kopt

con fidential.

Although the CDFA recently ruled that in-—
formation in support of registration submitted
after March 1, 1980 will ne made available to
the public, the California Agrarian Action Proj—
ect is attempting to gain access to the hoalth
and safety data and the thousands of studies
submitted before that date which are still con—
sidered to be "trade secrets".

Tn January of 1980, the Projoct requested
that the CDFA provide them with tho health and
safety registration data on 11 commonly used
pesticides. In February, the CDFA replied that
it would cost "In excess of S.10,000" to supply
data on just one of the pesticides. Alt.ough
the Project requested an itemized break, own of
these costs, to duto they have not received any
reply from the CDFA.

The Project recently discovered that the
information submitted to the CDFA by chemical
manufacturers includes "poison management stud-
ies"--information on antidotes, treatment, etc.
in canes of pesticide poisoning. In light of
the estimated 13,000 canes of pestlcido poison—
ing which occur annually 1in California, such in—
formation would seem to be more useful to doc—
tors than to the "trade secrete™ files of the
CDFA.

Th<* Project *I1i*t repori*. Lhif "iliers 1t
evidence that the effects uf many widely used
pe,:tlc;Jden have re-ver be,, evaluated. In 1
the ChFA Environmental Asnennmi nl. Team's review
of studies on 44 pesticides found that there
were 26 without toxicologlcal data and *a Large
majority" had never been evaluated for 1long ternm
effects. Last summer, the California Auditor
Gonoral found no health data In the files of 23
out of 25 products studied."

The California Agrarian Action Project
needs your support in urging the CDFA to make
this information available to the public. Cur —
rent legislation does not in any way specify
that such information be considered "trade se—
crets"; however, the CDFA has chosen to inter—
pret it as such.

The Project asks that organizations and in-—
dividuals write to the CDFA at 1220 "N" Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814 (Richard Romingcr, Direc—
tor). They have a petition available as well,
and they ask that you send them a copy of your
letter (or a copy of any resolution your organi—
zation may want to pass) so that they may pre—
sent it along with the signed petitions.

Plrase send your letters or resolutions by
the week 0f June 8, 1981.

NEW COALITION FORMED

|

The Southern Coalition for the Environment
reports that a national coalition of health, le-—
gal, environmental, and community groups has
been established "to stop the pesticide poison—
ing of millions of people across the country ana
to resist Reagan administration budget cuts
which threaten pesticide safety."”

The new group, called the National Coali—
tion Against the Misuse of Pesticides (NCAMP),
says that most of the 1,850 pesticide ingredi—
ents and 47,000 chemical compounds currently on
the market have never been ad*quately tested for
humnn health and environmental effects. "Exten—
sive pesticide misuse throughout the U.S. re—
sults in birth defoccs, miscarriages, sterility
in males and untold casen of nausea, vomiting,
rashes, h* a.iaches, nervous system damage, O0S
well as suspected long-term health problems,
such as cancer. Unsafe use of pesticides has
resulted in irreparable damage to crops and bnrj
and contamination of the nation®s drinking water
and air." One of NCAMP"s goals is to promote
alternative methods of pest control.

According to the Southern Coalition for th<
Environment, which is a member of NCAMP, "Reagar
administration budget cutters ar» moving to abo,
luh consumer participation and public awareness
programs in the EPA..._Elimination of EPA's
farmworker protection project, Label Improvement
Program, forest use chemical project, and proj—
ects focusing on spray drift from aerial appli-—
cation of pesticides are planned. “0n an occupa-—
tional note, U.S. Labor Secretary Ray Donovan
has withdrawn a proposed 1Right-to-Kno-v"® stan—
dard whicn would provide precise chemical iden—
tification and appropriat e« warnings oa contain—
ers of hazardous chemicals found in _}28,000 man—
ufacturing facilities where more than 20 millin”



workers Liri® em]elnypil. Mrunwli I l«, Lh< Federal
Insecl. icide, Fungicide nnrt Ro Imitl cldo Art
(FIFHA), nilli 11r, provisions to protect workers
and the public from pesticide hazards, is due to
expire :r]| l..ml«;r >0, 1°d!I. 4f» National Agrl-
cul tur.il Chemical Association, n strong Industry
lobby, i predicting that the 1981 FIFHA over —
sight hearings could load to a significant re—
write of the Act during tho next cession of Con-—
gress with an emphasis on the benefits of pesti—
cides rather than on the risks."

In addition to the Southern Coalition for
the Environment, founding members of NCAMP 1in—
clude the Consumer Coalition for Health, the En-—
vironmental Action Foundation, Friends of the
Earth, Migrant Legal Action Program, National
Association of Farmworker Organizations, North-—
ern Thunder, Rural Legal Assistance, and Urban
Environmental Conference.

MEMORABLE QUOTES FROM THE "FINAL SOLUTION"™ FILE

ADVANCES IN FAMILY PLANNING

In response to charges that 2,h-D spraying
had caused an unusual rate of miscarriages in
the area around Mt. Rainier, Weyerhaeuser chem—
ist Dr. Tllo Gauditz told a local environmental
group that "Babies are replaceable.”

The environmental group, Succotash Alliance,

was concerned about the fact that out of 12 preg-—

nancies in Ashford, Washington in the past year,
there were 9 miscarriages, one stillborn and one
baby born with a rare heart defect; the baby
died shortly after birth. In the past yoar
Weyerhaeuser had sprayed 2,f*-D over a large area
just outside of Ashford some 15 times.

Dr. Gauditz also suggested to the group
that women plan thoir pregnancies around the
spray schedules.

(Thanks to the National Veterans®™ Task Force on
Agent Orange "Updates"” for this stimulating idea
from Weyerhaeuser.)

MEANWHILE

A CHEMICAL SAGA

Probably one of the most bizarre stories on
chemical poisoning was reported in the March 21,
1981 Sacramento Ben. It concerns a woman and
her young son, and began In 1976 when they moved
to a house in Fnllbrook, California. The house
was periodically sprayed for fleas by a profes—
sional fumigator, Lloyd"s Pest Control co>f Vista,
California. While the periodic sprayings seemed
to cause some illness, it waG the effects of the
last fumigation, carried out In 1979, which
forced Kay Lyons and her son to move. According
to the Bee:

e"Lyons became Govorely ill, suffering fronm
vision loss, weight loss, dizziness, suicidal
tendencies, paranoia, crumbling teeth and shak—
ing. Admitted to San Luis Rey Hospital, she was
aGGured by a psychiatrist that she was not crazy,
and had, 1in fact, probably been poisoned.

e"Her seven ral.s and a do/", all I<11 1.

Ft Ve cats dled wjl.hiIn Ll.hr> smdays of h* flea ex —
termination. Her puppy became crippled and lost
hair from 1tr;, back."

eHer son, damle, "a wusually congenial /ounm
ster, became ili and developed suicidal and hom—
icidal symptoms, threatening t.o kill his mother.
In desperation, Lyons sent her son to a private
school In "Wisconsin. "While there, he felt flInm
but when he came home on vacations, she said, h"
began acting strange and feling sick."

eWhen Lyons and her son finally moved, she
sent her Persian rugs, curtains ant! a bedspread
to her parents in Illinois. According to Lyons,
"Within two months my father had serious health
problems. His health decline corresponded with
receiving the things in the house. Previously a
healthy man, ho suffered from diabetes, severe
arthritis, sciatic nerves, and shingles."”

A friend of Lyons, Wes Buist, who was de—
scribed as "a robust surfer....moved in to solvt
the mystery. Buist said he became so mentally
disoriented that his auto upholstery business
took a turn for the worse because tasks that
previously took a few hours were taking him dayr
to finish."

eSome of her household possessions were left
with another friend. "Ho soon had swollen oyoG
that were black in the corners, and complained
of feeling dizzy and weak and weaving, around.

"A friend received house plants from the
Fallbrook house, and in the next several months
unaccountably fell from 150 pounds to 76, and
began losing her teeth.

e"Professional cleaners, sent to clean up
the house, fell 1ill and bi "l-ri Lyono for their
medical bills."

Kay Lyons was able to find a specialist in
chemical intoxication, Dr. Frances Knock, a sur—
geon and researcher 1in organic chemicals at Au-
pjustan Hospital 1in Chicago. According to Dr.
Knock, who was interviewed by thr Bee, Lyons had
"a toxic concentration of substances we"re not
very fond of." Hr remarked that "a lot of chrm-
iGts are so frightened that (toxins) will stay
for generations and can"t d0 cleaned up unless a
very, very potent solvent Ls used."

Lyons was also treated by Dr. Granville
Knight, of Poway, California, a renowned spe—
cialist in allergies and pesticide poisoning.
Knight said that ho didn"t "know yet what was
UGed, but whatever it was, it"s still there."

Ho pointed out that "chemical companies don"t
stress it, but it (chemical poisoning) 1is more
widespread than most people Imagine. Most phy-
Gicions are not accustomed to its subtle effects
that often seem like flu or virus symptoms."”

Dr. Knight also said that for a "chemical to
last that 1long is very unusual,"” however, "some
people are very susceptible; it varies. Usually
the defense of the chemical companies In court
is that the person is"Suffering from psychonoi”-
rosls."

Lyons, meanwhile, has filed suit against
Lloyd®g Pest Control, and following nr. Knock"s
recommendation of sea air for detoxification,
they are now living on a boat.



PUBLICATIONS/ITEMS FOR SAT,E

FROM THE AGENT ORANGE INFORMATION CENTER

eAgent Orange Newsletter - 815.00 per year
Published every ten weeks
Back issues - 81.00 each
«"Chloracne™ - 81.00 each

Clinical description, course of the
disease and chemical causes; includes
glossary and bibliography

e"Annotated Bibliography on 2,4-D" - 85.00
14 pages; price includes "Periodic
Update™

eBumper Sticker - "Dow Shalt Not Kill"
Lettered in pseudo-classic Biblical
style. Stick "em on your car, your

front door, or your local Dow plant!
81.00 for one
75« each for quantities over one

FROM FRIENDS

*NCAP News - Published quarterly; an invalu-—
able tool for anyone involved In the
herbicide issue.

NCAP News

r.0. Box 375

Eugene, OR 97440
88/one year individual; 815/two year
Individual; 815/one year Institutional;
810.50/0n0 year foreign

ePosticide Newsletter - Published quarterly;
also an invaluable tool for anyone in—
volved 1in the herbicide iosuo. Also

free, but if you can afford a donation
to keep it going, please do so- this
excellent group in currently broke and
needs money to keep their work going.

Southern Coalition

for tho Environment
P.0. Box 3021
Hammond, Louisiana 70404

eT-Shirts - "Love Canal: Anothor Product

from Hooker Chemical™

Luella Kenny

c/o Love Canal Homeowners Assn.

8561 Krull Parkway

Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14304
86.00 each; please specify small,
medium, or largo



California Agrarian
Action Project

433 Kurgcll Boulevard

Davis, CA 95616

Elizabeth Martin

(916) 756-8518

Human Ecology Action League
505 North Lake Shore Drive
Suite 6506

Chicago, IL 60611

Jackson County
Environmental Committee

F.0. Box 31

Jackson, Ohio 45640

Stephen Cochran, Chairman

(614) 286-5290
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VA UPDATES
NEW PROCEDURES FOR AGENT ORANGE EXAMS

1901, VA Central Office i3aued new
guidelines to all VA hospitals, outpatient clinics and
regional offices with regard to Agent Orange examina-—
tions and follow-up procedures. According to Circular
10-81-12, "Each veteran examined will be advised per —
sonally of the results of the physical examination
(including both positive and negative findings) by the
environmental physician” or by "a designated physician
familiar with the Agent Orange program.” The circular
also states that this personal interview
umented 1in the veteran®s medical records.

With regard to follow-up, a letter is to he sent
to each veteran "explaining the renulta of the exami—
nation and associated laboratory testa.” A copy cf
the letter in to be placed in the veteran®s adminia-
iratlve medical records. With
aminations, the circular states that "where medically
trHeated, arrangements will be made for the sched—
uling of a foMow-up examination or additional labo—
ratory “eats."”

On January 15,

It is not clear whetL”"r theoo guidelines pertain
only to veterans examined after .<anuary 15, 1901. In
uie event that they do not apply to veterans examined
before January 15, 1981, we suggest that any vet she
did not receive an explanation o." the results of hin/
her examination or an appointment for medical follow-
up go back to the V/I for another exnm. Make sure an
nccurntc record of what the doctor told you ha.: been
entered In your medical file. (Write down what the
doctor telift you and make sure the doctor agrees with
what you"ve written down before you check it against
the entry in your records. If there 1is any contra—
diction between what the doctor told you personally
and what was written in your file, contact the nearest
veterans organization before you leave the hospital.)
If the doctor feels that an appointment for a future

exam or lab work 1is not "medically indicated" find out
why and moke nure that in put in your medical records
an well.

Project of Regional

944 Market Street,

is to be doc—

regard to follow-up ex—

Whether or not you are scheduled for a future ex—
am with the VA, or vhether you go to the VA at all, we
Btrongly recommend that any veteran who was 1in Viet
Nam get a thorough examination every six months.

LEGAL UPDATES

CLASS ACTION SUIT AGAINST THE U.S.

On January 6, 3901, a clans action suit was filed

in U.S. District Court of Los Angeles by attorneys
Victor John Yannacone, of Yannacone A Associates, and
Alvin F. Greenwold and Dorothy Thompson, of Greenvald

and Greenvald on behalf of veterans and their families
affected by herbicides in Viet Nam. Charging that the
United States violated the rights of veterans in its
herbicide program, the suit names various federal
agencies, including the Department or Defenae, Air
Force, Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Department of Agri—
culture, Department of Commerce, Department of Health,
Education ﬂ Welfare, Department of the Interior, and
the VA. Among other charges, the suit alleges that
the United Staten (and its various agencies):

*Knew that the herbicides used In ViJ. Nam were
(and still are) contaminated with polychlorinated di-
benzo-p-dioxins (PCDD"a) and polychlorinated dibenzo-
furans (PCDF"s), and that these contaminants were "in-—
herently dangerous™ and "could caune human injury."

eProhibited the chemical compnnies "from placing
any warning or instructiona pertaining to handling,

shipping, storing or use on the drums containing Agent
Orange."
eWas "responsible for improperly, inadequately and

negligently using the Agent Orange in excessive quan-—
tities end concentrations without proper safeguards
and warnings, and without due care to avoid or mini—
mize exposure to humans."

sWan "responsible for w.itonly and recklessly
failing to adequately and properly test the Agent Or —
ange specified in its contracts with the war contrac—
tors."

\
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eKalin) "to give notice to Plaintiffs on any in-
eformation concerning exposure, contnmination, suspect—
ed and known effects of herbicides on humans, and
failed to provide care, treatment and compensation to
Plaintiffs."

eViolated the constitutional rightB of veterans
and their families "by failing to provide general pro—
tections for members of the Uniformed services and
veterans, as embodied in various federal and state
statutes and regulations since the formation of the
Continental Army in 1776."

In the specific charges against the VA, the suit
states that the agency knew or should have known of
"the reported toxicity and suspected damages of TCDD,"
and alleges that the VA:

e"Conspired to disseminate false and misleading
information to the Plaintiff veterans and their fami—
lies and to most of the more than two million Vietnan
combat veterans" in order to persuade them "not to as-—
sert their rights and pursue their legal remedies” and
instead, has "actively discouraged the Plaintiff vet—
erans and their families"™ from filing claims for VA
benefits and filing claims under the Federal Tort
Claims Act.

eFailed or refused "to comply with statutory man-—
dates to provide proper cure and treatment for veter—
ans ."

eFailed or refuseJ "to provide service connected
disability penoions "or veterans who have suffered
illness or disease incurred during service."

eFailed or refused "to adequately staff and prop—
erly maintain its medical facilities where Plaintiffs
se k care and treatment."”

e"Conspired to overmedicate Vietnam combat veter —
ans with psychotropic drugs; 1ignore symptoms of seri—
ous, permanent, and irreparable damage to the brain,
central and peripheral nervoua system; ignore clearly
discernible symptoms of burgeoning neoplastic dis—
eases; and actively neglect the evidence of signifi—
cant genetic damage."

The lawsuit ankn the Court to rule that the
United States (and its agencies) be:

eStopped rrom uolng the statute -Limitations as
a bar to any claims of the veterans nnd their fami—
lies.

eStopped from limiting medical examinations of
veterans exposed to herbicides "to cursory physical
examinations, Minimal blood work and urinalysin, and
completion of a prefabricated history dealing rith
®xposurel to herbicides in Vietnam."

eForced "to conduct complete dermntologicul exami—
nations, blood chemistry analysis, chemical analysis
of urine, and such other tests as are medically appro—
priate.™

eStopped "from disponing of any medical records or
statistical studies, or data dealing with the health
of Vietnam combat veterans.™

eDarred "from any further distribution of a cer—
tain document entitled “Worried About Agent Orange?”
and the use of the publication Vnnguard. for further
dissemination of misleading information” on the health
effects of chemicals such as TCDD.

The suit further asks that the Court declare
"that the continued prescription of psychotropic drugs
without Justification and without adequate monitoring
of the effects of the administration of such drugs is
a violation the fundamental human rights of the

Plaintiff veterans nnd constitutes a form of “cruel
and unusual punishment®™ prohibited by the Eighth
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.™ The suit asks
that the VA be:

eProhibited "from continuing to prescribe psycho—
tropic drugs to Vietnam combat veterans unless and un-—
til the veterans has been fully informed of the ef—
fects of such drugs, and the opportunity for alterna—
tive forms of treatment have been presented to the
veteran and his family."

eProhibited from prescribing "psychotropic drugs
to Vietnam combat reterana unless and until adequate
physiological monitoring of the level and effects of
such drugs has been established.”

eProhibited "from conducting any form of “operant
conditioning* therapy on any Vietnam combat veteran
without the informed consent of the veteran and hia
family, baaed on a full and complete disclosure of the
nature of the treatment and its effects, and the al—
ternative therapeutic modalities available.™

eProhibited "from conducting any form of medical
experimentation upon Vietnam combat veterans without
the informed consent of the veteran and his family,
based upon a full and complete disclosure of the na—
ture of the experiment, its purpose, and its effect
upon the veteran."

FILING UNDER THE FEDERAL TORTS CLAIMS ACT

In the November 27, 1980 issue of Stars and
Stripes, attorney Victor Yannacone suggested that vet—
erans injured by Agent Orange should file a form A-95
by January 8, 1981. This memo in written in response
to tho many questions that thio suggestion generated
from veterans around the country.

1. What is the fom A-95?
In order to sue the federal government under

the Federal Torts Claims Act, a person must file a
form A-95 with the Department or Agency he/Bhe thinks
caused him/her the personal injury. The government
has said that a person does not have to file an offi—
cial A-95 form. You can take any piece of paper nnd
mark It "A-95 Fom." on the top

2. Who should file a form A-95?
Any person who intends to sue a federal agency
under the Federal Torts Claims Act because of a per—
sonal Injury caused by that agency.

3. Which veterann exposed to Agent Orang- should
file a form A-95?

Veterann who hsve an injury thnt they believe
wan caused by Agent Orange and who want to sue the
federal government. You lould be injured In at least
tvo ways: (1) injury due to exposure to Agent Orange;
(2) injury due to VA mistreatment of your injury.

4. Can wives or children file?
Yes. If either a wife or child was injured
due to the hustind®s exoooure to Agent Orange, they"
can file a claim.

5. 1 have no injuries now, but fear | may get
such late . Do | have to file now?
No. You have to file two yeara after the in—

jury.



ft. Doesn-t my pnrtlclputlon In the Ilawnuit
against the chemical companies mean | don"t have to

file the form A-95?

No. You must file an A-95
a claim against the government.

if you want to make

7. Where do 1 get a form A-95?
At the Post Office, VA Hospital, or U.S. At-—
torney*"s Office.

8. Where do I file the form A-95?

With the Secretary of the Navy at the Pentagon
if you want to sue any of the armed forces, or with
the General Counsel of the VA 1is you want to sue the
VA. If time I3 running out, you can file at a loc«l
Navy or VA office.

9. When do I have to file?

You have to file within two years o. the inju—
ry. In the case of Agent Orange, the injury la likely
to have taken place long after exposure. You have to
file within two years after you know the cause of your
injury.

10. Since the cause of my injury has never been
fully proven, when do I have to file?

If you Bue the govemmenv, it will almost al—
ways argue that your suit is too late. It will argue
that you should have filed within two years of yourl
belief that Agent Or*<ge cauoed your injury.

11. How can che government prove “fhen 1 thought uy
injury was caused by Agent Orange?
They would point to your statement or actions,
particularly clams filed at the VA or if you are a
plaintiff in O.IaWjuit against chemical companies.

12. Where did the January 8, 1981 jate come from?
It is two yeais after the filing of the law—
suit by veterans agninBt chemical companies. The gov—
ernment has suggested in court that on that date all
veterans knew of the cause of their injuries.

13. If 1 only want to make a claim against the VA
for malpractice, am | barred by the January 8 date?
No. You would have to file within two years
of the knowledge of the malpractice.

ill. Do I lave to file by January 8, 19017
If you have any injury and didn™ file, the
government may argue that you"re too late. You have
a strong argument In response. You can argue that you
couldn*t have know the cao3e of your injury for sure
because the government, snyn that Agent Orange has not
been pioved to cauuc injuries.

15. If 1| have any injury and didn"t file and argue
.id you describe above against the government, will 1
win?
This ia not certain. The argument you have 1is

strong, but a conservative approach would be to file.

16. I1f 1 file, whnt else do I do?
You hav<* to file your case 1in court six months
after your A-95 ia denied, which is almost certain to
be the case. This means getting a law)nr, etc.

17. Are there any other problems with filing?
Proving your case will be difficult since the
scientific data to tie Agent Orange to particular dis—
eases is still in the early stages.

18. Isn"t 3uing the government difficult?

It's always difficult, but suing ti>e Armed
services is especially hard. The courts have held
that servicenembers cannot sue the military for inju—
ry occurring while on active duty under the Federal
Torts Claims Act, because the veterans can get compen—
sated at the VA. This legal barrier faced by veteranr
who seek to sue the military ia called the Feres doc—
trine.

19. Whnt problems do I face if 1 file my A-95?

(a) You must get a lawyer to teke your case to
court within sir. minthB of the denial of your form A-
95 claim;

(b) Your case 1in cou
doctrine; and

(e) You must prove that your injury was caused
by exposure to Agent Orange (the difficulty of proving
this in court, based on current scientific informa—
tion, must be overcome).

must overcome the Feres

20. I1f I file my A-95 now, and then take my case
to court and 10Be, can | go back to court later if
better scientific proof comes out?

The courts generally do not allow you to take
tho some case to court again after you®"ve lost once.
Under the unusual circumstances an exception might be
made, "but you could hardly count on it.

21. 1 don"t want to get into problems by letting
t".me go by without filing the A-95, but | don"t want
tc. have to get a lawyer- and try to prove in court that
Agent Orange caused my injuries. Any ideas?

This 1is the problem many veterans face. You
are truly between a rock and a hard place. One idea
vould be to write something like this 1is your A-95:

"1 am filing this under protest. The government tells
me the statute of limitations will prevent me from
filing later. At the sone time, the gt fernment says
that adequate scientific proof i3 not available. I am
filing to prevent time from running out, but 1 believe
I am entitled not to have to litigave my case until
thr government does the scientific research on Agent
O\ange."

Reprinted with permission from the National Veterans
Law Center.

POSSIBLE SETTLEMENT WTTH HOOKER CHEMICAL

On January 19, 1081, a tentative settlement wan
filed In U.S. District Court In Buffalo, New York
which would require Hooker Chemical ond Plastics Com—
pany to clean up one of four chemical dump sites in
Niagara Falls. Under the agreement, It will cost
Hooker an estimated $15 million to clean up and moni—
tor the Bloody Run site, located in the Hyde Park 1
neighborhood of Niagara Falls, which wa3 used by
Hooker from 1953 to 1971 to dump 80,000.ton3 of chem—
ical wastes. (Acco ng to New York State officials,
80JI of these chemicals are toxic.) Tie settlement
will net become final until it is approved by U.S.
District Court Judge John T. Curtin, and it is expect—
ed that public comment, to be accepted for 30 days,
will also have on impact on the final decision.



Th<> ngreemenL vnn reached after ton months of nc-
gotintlons with fedora], ntnte nnd local ngenclos
which filed claims totaling more than $300 million
against the cheraical company. Similar suits are still
pending against Hooker involving three other dump
sites it. Niagara Falls, one of which is Love Canal.
(See Agent Ornnge Newnletter, Volume T. "lIssue 2, page
6.) New York State Attorney General Rouert Abrams
said an out-of-court settlement in the Love Canal case
could also be accepted if it were in the public inter—
est.

At a press conference in Albany, state officials
called the Bloody Run agreement "the most comprehen—
sive and technically advanced program ever devised to
correct environmental contamination resulting from the
disposal of chemical wastes.™ The clean-up progranm,
expected to cost $10 million, will include finding the
extent of contamination both downward and outward from
the site, and will require that Hooker use "stringent
safety precautions that exceed Federal Occupational
Safety and Health Administration requirements to pro-—
tect workers and the community.™ The monitoring pro—
gram, estimated to cost $5 million, is expected to
last some 35 years. In addition, Hooker has agreed to
deposit $1.5 million in a special environmental fund
to finance government studies on chemical waste dis—
posal.

One likely result of the agreement, according to
some officials, is that the standards set for Hooker
will establish minimum requirements for settling simi—
lar actions in the future. Another result, according
to one source, is that Hooker could become the indus—
try leader in developing the technology to clean up
chemical wastes.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

-tv v."HK ENACTS DIOXIN LAW

e 7?3, it"Bo, the New York State dioxin bill
was signe* \% .aw by Governor Hugh Carey. Under the
new law, a .iraporary 9-member state commission has
been net up, five of whom are Viet Nam veterans. The
purpose of this 2-year commission is "to obtain infor—
mation relating to the health effects of exposure to
herbicides containing dioxin f r residents of the
state of New York, including those Vietnam era veter —
ans who may Vave bern exposed to these substances dur—
ing their period of military service.” The responsi—
bilities of the commission Include "determining what
medical, administrative and social assistance ia need—
ed for victims of dioxin exposure”™ and "conducting an
extensive outreach program to inform Vietnam era vet—
erans who may have been exposed to herbicides contain—
ing dioxin [ f any federal or state assistance availa—
ble to them."

The new law also amends the public health law by
adding a new article for "special policies with re—
spect to dioxin exposure.”™ Under Article 2*4-3, the
state health commissioner has been directed to:

e"Establish, promote and maintain a public infor—
mation program on dioxin." This program will include
"an effort to contact Vietnam era veterans and employ—
ees of the public and private sectors within the state
who were exposed to an herbicide containing dioxin."

e"Maintain a central data hank within the depart—
ment for Information collected on the health effects
of exposure to dioxin and Tor the cataloguing of ex—
isting scientific and medical literature on the healtl
effectr of this exposure."”

e"Initiate education for health professionals to
assist them In understanding the potential risks and
state-ef-the-art knowledge with regard to detection,
diagnosis and treatment of acute and chronic symptoms
associated with dioxin exposure."

NEW AGENT ORANGE BILL INTRODUCED IN CALIFORNIA

On March 6, 1980, Assemblyman Patrick Nolan ir
troduend an Agent Orange bill to the California ste -«
legislature which eventually died in the state Sene =
Governmental Organization Committee. (See Agent O0;
ange Newsletter, Volume I, Issue 1, page U.) On De—
cember 1, 1980, Assemblyman Nolan again introduced a
similar Agent Orange bill to the state assembly which,
if passed, would remain in effect until January 1,
1985. Under the new bill, the California Department
of Vetirans Affairs would be required to:

*As6i3t Viet Nam era veterans and their dependent:
in filing herbicide related claims against the Uniti d
States. Such assistance will include referrals for
medical and legal services.

eWork with various 3tate, federal and private
agencies, including the State Department of Health
Services, to "organize and distribute the information
on the toxic effects of Agent Orange and other herbi—
cides on Vietnam era veterans."

eEstablish an outreach program to inform Califor—
nia Viterans of the possible effects of herbicide ex—
posure in Viet Nam. The program will 1include "dissem—
ination of information to county veteran service offi—
cers and other California veterah agencies and orgnni-
zatiens." The information gathered in this outreach
program will be submitted to the state legislature by
June 30, 1985. ThiB information will Include "the
number of California veterans identified as being at
risk from Agent Orunge and other defoliant exposure™;
"the number of California veterans filing claims for
compensation for service-related exposure to Agent Or—
ange and other defoliants”; "a categorization of symp—
toms reporteu by veterans"; and "a summary of medical
test results from exposed veterans."

The bill would also require the State Department
of Health Services to "conduct a review of scientific
dati and literature on the effects of Agent Orange anc
other herbicides widely used in Vietnam." A report or.
current research findings on the effects of Agent Or—
ange would be submitted to the Department of Veterans
Affairs and the 3tate legislature by January 1, 1983.

AD IU is currently before the Assembly Health
Co-anittee, however, a hearing uatc ha3 not yet been
set. Assemblyman Nolan asks that letters lie sent to
the Cc.nmittee members urging support of th* bill.

NEW JERSEY AGENT ORANGE COMMISSION

In February of 1980, the country"s fimt Agent
Orange bill was signed into law in New Jersey. Intro—
duced by Assemblyman Richard Van Wagner 1in June 1979,

3*401 established a 7-member Agent Orange Commis—
sion, four of whom are Viet Nam veterans, to a3si .t
the estimated 56,000 New Jersey Viet Nam veterans.



Llwn, tin* Now .lrrney Agent Orange Commis—
sion hnn opened a full-time office in Trenton to pro—
vide ner"leen nnil, information to Viet Nam veterann.
Their services include ansiatance in filing claims,
setting up appointments for Agent Orange examinations
at VA facilities, monitoring New Jersey"s VA facili—
ties, and keeping track of both "sensitive" and "in-
oensitive"™ VA employees.

As part of their outreach program, they have es—
tablished lines of communication netween various vet-—
erans organizations, and have conducted seminars and
informational programs at colleges, Vets Centers and
other locations. Through their own outreach efforts
and with names and addresses provided by the state;
they have been able to contE.ct thousands of Viet Nam
veterans with information on Agent Orange. The Com—
mission also plans to conduct a retrospective epidemi—
ological survey of New Jersey"s Viet Nam veterans.

New Jersey veterans should contact the Agent Or—
ange Commission for a copy of their Self-Help Guide,
and for assistance in filing claims and obtaining med—
ical examinations.

MEDICAL/SCIENTIFIC UPDATES
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT TO STUDY VETERANS

The Australian government has begun a two-year
study of Viet Nam War veterans and their children to
determine the effects of exposure to herbicides. The
study will Dmpare these veterans against a control
group of armed services personnel in the same age
group who dJ1 not serve in Viet Nam.

So feu:, over 1,000 veterans have applied to the
Australian government for disabilities caused by expo—
sure to herbicides in Viet Nam. Veterans Affairs Min—
ister Evan Adermann has said that children affected by
the chemicals will be compensated as well as the vet—
erans once a link is established.

In a related development, the Sydney Morning Her—
ald reported on October 13, 1900 that the United
States government knew of the harmful effects of the
herbicides used in Viet Nam as early a3 1962. Accord—
ing to Bill McMillan, an attorney for the Australian
Vietnam Veterans®™ Action Association, certain corre—
spondence proves that the United Staten knew of the
toxic effeito of the herbicideB and that the Austra-—
lian government should have known as well. "It is a
fair deduction,” aaid McMillan, "that the Australian
Government wi Ilingly exposed our troops to these chem—
icals. Information flowed freely between the U.S. and
Australia during the war."

McMillan, recently returned from a visit to the
United States, also reported on a test developed in
Los Angeles which can detect the pocsibility of birth
defects. H" reported that the Hirsch test had already
been conducted on 200 people- half on veterans and
half on civilians- and said that the "test can be done
in Australia.” McMillan stated he would ask the Aus—
tralian government to begin conducting this test "as
one way of alleviating the situation.”

(Note: The Agent Orange Newsletter 1is in the process
of getting more information on the Hirsch Test for our
next issue.)

NI Kill KiTATTI_1JUIK! DIOXIN HKOI."iTHY

The National Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health haG begun a registry of chemical workers in
the United States with documented exposure to the con-—
stituents of Agent Orange, Including TCDD (dioxin).
According to Anthony Robbins of MIOSH, "Once this reg—
istry has been developed, NIOSII plans to evaluate
trends in mortality of the exposed workers and, if the
data permit, will consider conducting morbidity [dis—
ease rate] and reproductive 3tudie3."

The registry is being compiled with cooperation
from the chemical industry, major unionB and the De—
partment of Defense, and is expected to contain sever—
al thousand workers from the mid-19b0"B to the pres—
ent.

LfiCAL SCENE
HERBICIDE EXPOSURE MAP READINGS

In the last issue of the Agent Orange Newsletter
(page 6), we reported that the Agent Orange Veterans-
Advisory Committee has begun preparation of the "Viet—
nam Map Book: A Guide to Agent Orange Contamination of
Vietnam Veterans."” UntiJ actual publication of the
book, the organization has begun providing individual
map readings for veterans. Using the HERBS tapes- the
flight logs of the fixed-wing and helicopter aerial
spray missions- they will match the spray misBiono
against the movements of a veteran®s unit to determine
actual exposure.

To find dut if you were exposed to direct aerial
3pray, you can set up an appointment with the Agent
Orange Veterans® Advisory Committee for a map reading
or, if you live outside of the Bay Area, contact then
by mail. Send them as much information as you can on
dates and locations of your unit movements and they
will let you know if, when and where you were exposed.

The Agent Orange Veterans®™ Advisory Committee al—
so conducts map readings every Friday at various loca—
tions throughout the Bay Area. Contact them to find
out where the next map reading will be held or to in—
vite them to conduct a map reading for your own organ-—
ization.

MINNESOTA VETERANS OUTREACH PROGRAM

In late 1979, two Minnesota veterans groups, the
Minnesota Veterans Coalition and Vietnam Veterans
Against the War, Initiated a major outreach effort to
contact the state"s 51,000 Viet Nam veterans. Udng a
computerized mailing list of veternns who had applied
for Minnesota ™ Vietnam Veternn Bonus Program, they
were able to contact an initial 20,000 veterans and
inform them of the free medical screening available at
the VA medical center. Of that number, 8,500 veterans
request”d such screening. Tim Michaels of the Minne—
sota Veterans Coalition pointed out that it had taken
them three months to identify 8,500 veterann whereqgs
the VA in Minnesota had only seen 70 veterans for
Agent Orange screening In two yearn. Moreover, the
original mailing list waG comprised of addresses that
were st least six years old.

By late 198c, over 13,000 veterans had requested
Agent Orange screenings, and Tim Michaels attributes
much of the success of the outref.ch program to the



“Voii|t(Tfil I<m “uul Imril work of our fTomiLy VoLrrnnn !I>r-
.vi‘oo Officers, nnd tho assistance of Service Officers
and Auxiliaries from tho American r.ejrion, the Illnnhlcd
American Vot.opana and the Voternno of Foreign Wars."

According to the Kail 19U0 edition of NCAP News
(publiahed by the Northwest Coalition for Alternatives
to Pesticides), Reed Holt of Vietnam Veterans Against
the War reports that "the program has touched off a
minor panic within the VA," and that Minnesota"s Ft.
Snelling VA hospital "hRs been forced to go to two
shifts a .ay in their Agent Orange physical exam pro—
gram.” Holt also reports that "the VA has refused to
provide doi tors at Ft. Snelling VA hospital with com—
mon symptoms of dioxin exposure “because if they Knew
what :o look for it might bias their examinations."™"
CAlthough we normally keep 0°- editorial comments to a
minimum, we can"t resist pointing out that if a doctor
were to tell you he doesn"t know what the symptoms of
exposure to chicken pox are because it might bias his
examination, that doctor would be considered incompe—
tent.]]

The two organizations also enli3t.*d the aid of
the veterans incarcerated program of the Veterans Re—
source Center in Minneapolis to contact Minnesota“s
incarcerated veterans. In order to provide these vet—
erans with medical screenings, John Heubach of the
Minnesota Veterans Coalition reported that "we have
asked the VA to allow mobile teams to be sent out to
our state prisons."™ However, the VA has not yet re—
sponded to their request.

Surveys which were utilized in the outreach pro—
gram will be analyzed by computer and the results pre—
sented before the Minnesota state legislature. Infor—
mation on how the outreach program was organized can
be obtained from the Minnesota Veterans Coalition and
Vietnam Veterans Against the War.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AOENT ORANCE (REMINDER)

On May 23-2U, 1961, the National Veterans Task
Force on Agent Orange nnd its member organizations
will be holding the Vietnam Veterans Conference on
Agent Orange in Wanhington, D.C. A major purpose of
the conference is to share the moat current informa—
tion in the following nreas:

eEffects of Agent Orange e"pooure

eScientific and medical research

eLegislative actions

eLegnl acvlons

VA policies

eTreatment procedures

The conference will include panel discusnions,
workshops nnd films on all of these areas, with an
overall goal of uniting "the efforts of various groups
toward the development of viable resources to meet the
needs of Agent Orango victims."

The conference will be held at Wesley Theological
Seminary, located at Uf00 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
More information can be obtained from the National
Task Force office or from:

Ruth M. Schnefrer, Conference Chairperson
Veterans Affairs Office

City University of New York

535 En3t 80t.h Street (Caldwell)

New York, N.Y. 10021

Tel: (212) 79**-5757 or [914-5758

SECOND DEC IONA!. VETERANS CONFERENCE

From AprM 17 to 19, 1961, t.hr llnlvernltv Veter —
ans will hold the Second Western Regional Conference
for Vietnam Veterann In Eugene, Oregon. The First
Conference, held last year Trom January 11 to 13, in—
cluded workshops on a variety of veterans®™ issues.
(See Agent Orange Newsletter, Volume 1, Issue 1, page
6.) The purpose of the conference was to unite Viet
Nam veterans and organizations In order to chare in—
formation and establish an organizational power-base
"to effect humanistic change legislatively, political—
ly and socially.”

The workshops planned for the Seconu Conference

¢Agent Orange

eDelayed Stress Response Syndrome
eLegislation and Political Activisn
ePreventing Another Noble Cause
eExplaining the New American Militarism
eVeterans Employment Issues
eIncarcerated Veterans

eWomen Veterans and Significant Others

The conference will also include a press confer—
ence as well as a benefit dance. For further informa—
tion, contact Dave Isenberg at University Veterans.

NATIONWIDE VIET NAM VETERANS® RALLIES

The Center for Veteran®s Rights in Los Angeles
ha3 called for a series Cf rallies across the country
on March 8, 1981. The primary purpose of the nation-—
wide day of unity is "to demand that the federal gov-—
ernment initiate a national delayed re-entry program
for all K.2 million veterans of the Vietnam War in
Southeast Asia." The delayed re-entry program, or
"debriefing from wartime service," includes:

e"Individual counseling with another Vietnam vet—
eran trained to understand the vnrious readjustment
problems associated with Vietnam War ncrvice nnd the
lack of compassion by society upon return from that
wartime experience."”

«"Psychological counseling and claims assistance
Tor veterans with post-traumatic stress disorders and
other psychological problems with representation be—
fore the Board oi Veterans Appeals.”

e"Completion of health questionnaires and examina—
tions for symptoms that could be related to exposure
t toxic herbicides."

e"Screening of all less-than-honorable military
discharges to determine qualification for upgrading."”

*"Review of all mental and physical disabilities
to determine status of treatment, compensation and vo-—
cational rehabilitation by the VA."

e"Coordination of existing services 1in tuc commu-
nity \o provide employment assistance."”

Although the VA began a belated attempt to deal
with some of these problems by establishing the Vets
Centers last year, these Centers are underfunded, un-—
derstaffed and overworked, and now face being shut
down entirely by the Reagan Administration in October.
To demonstrate the problems faced by the Vets Centers,
as well as by veterann, the Center for Veteran's
Rights is also holding a public rally outside the Los
Angeles VA on March 5, where the Board of Veterans Ap-—
peals will be hearing an Agent Orange case. Some of
the public testimony t- be given by veterans and their
families will be:
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IjMIllI.ary SISt r?d|Ft|on onm lierhinidleii
-urd Hhngrioiin” drugs ultlt 'no ToLlow-up treatment or
rompennul. lon by the V/\."

*"No right oT appeal Tor denied clalraa to n court
nr law."™

e"Less-than-honorablc military discharges given
Tor me.ileal problems.™

«"Denial of medical treatment to veterans."

¢"Denial of Agent Orange examinations to Vietnam
veterans."

e"Inadequate funding for Vietnam Veteran Outreach
Centers.™

As a symbol of unity, the Center for Veteran®"s
Rights asks that all veterans, and all those who sup—
port veterans, display a green ribbon on March 8.

In the Bay Area, the March 8 rally ia being or—
ganized by the Coalition of Independent Viet Nam Vet—
erans and the Contra Costa chapter of Vietnam Veterans
of America.

OPEN LETTER

Today ia Day U2 of the Occupation. On Day 1 of
the Occupation, some people wore black armbands, be—
cause back +hen, on Inauguration Day, they were para-—
noid enough to think that the Reagan Administration
vas out to get them. By mow, there are more of us who
feel that way. By now. those of us who care about the
environment, who care about our children and who care
about our future know that the Reagan Administration
Is not on cur side. And now, on Day U2 of the Occupa—
tion, those of us who care about veterans know, too.
Bpeci flcally, Viet Nam veterann. Specifically, those
who went, believing or not believing, to fight an un—
popular war, and who came back realizing that human
life was more important than any government. But who
also came back realizing that their government gave
them cancer, permanent physical and emotional scars,
deformed children, and contempt.

Today, on Day of the Occupation, Reagan an-—
nounced yet another budget cut: the psychological re—
adjustment centers. The Vet3 Centers that took ten
years to squeeze from the government- a program that
is underfunded and understaffed to begin with, nnd
that is only a small beginning- will be cut in Octo—
ber. Whnt this means is one less place to go for
counseling, suicide prevention, finding housing, em—
ployment, nnd help in dealing with Agent Orange. Whnt
th.i will mean after October is that these veterans-
along with the unemployed, the disnbled, the elderly,
"attered uomen, battered children, and so many others
who are part of our world- will have nowhere to go be—
cause the community organizations that have denlt with
these thingo all along are being taken out by Reagan®s
cuts, too.

Maybe 1°m being too paranoid in thinking we"re
headed for something disastrous. Maybe 1"m imagining
things when 1 get the feeling that we"re all Just sit—
ting here holding our breaths. But doing that doesn"t

really make it easier when the tlov comes. 1°d like
to think that 111 look back on this two years from
now and laugh at what an alarmist 1 was. But I'm

nfraid 1°11 look back and any, "It was all of that,
and more."

Appropriately enough, the calendar on my wall ad-—
vises me, "It"s bigger than the both of us."” That it
i3.

But maybe nril. bigger Minn LI*™ all of nm. Maybe
if we all understand that we"ve spent no much, so lorn
supporting nn economy that supimrl.n the rlnlng cancer
rate and supports the rlnlng birth defect rate, maybe
then we can understand that, we have t.o begin support—
ing each other, instead. For our own survival. And
maybe if we understand that survival doesn®t mean
fighting the Arabs or providing arm3 and "advisors"
to another government (which will not be another Viet
Nam, although It may be another Hiroshima) or buying
into violence because it"s easy and it doesn"t make
any real change, maybe then we can make it.

I don"t think we can afford to hold our breaths
any longer. Like it or not, we"re all being forced tc
make a choice- to do more than wait for someone else
to take care of it. Because | don"t think we can af—
ford to say, ten years from nov, "l didn"t know."

Mimi Yahn
Editor

PUBLICATIONS/ITEMS FOR SALE

From the Agent Orange Information Center:

eAgent Orange Newsletter - $15-00 per year
Uack issues - $1.00 cnch

e"Chloracne™ - Clinical description, course of the
disease and chemical causes; includes glos—
sary and bibliography - $1.00 each

e"Annotated Bibliography on 2,*4-D" - 1L pages -
$5.00 each

From Other Organizations

NCAP News - Published quarterly; an invaluable tool
for anyone involved in the herbicide issue.
NCAP News

P.0. Box 375

Eugene, Oregon Q7MO
$fl/one year |Individual; $15/tvo yearn individual
$15/0one year institutional; $10.50/year foreign

T-Shirts "Love Canal: Another Product From Hooker
Chemical™
Luella Kenny
c/o Love Canal Homeowners Association
8561 Krull Parkway *
Niagara Falls, H.Y. 11i30h
$6.00 each; please specify small, medium, large.



Agent Orange Veterans”

Advisory Committee
1027 University Avenue
Berkeley, CA 9*710
Don Watkinsf/Clark Smith
(1415) 5*40-6175

Center for Veteran®s Rights
514 West Adams Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90007

Ron Bitzcr/Michael McCarthy
(213) 7*46-6315

Minnesota Veterans Coalition
20740 Juliet

St. Paul, Minn. 55105

Tim Michaels/John Heubach

(612) 690-5557

National Veterans Lav Center
*4900 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20016

(202) 686-27*41

National Veterans Task
Force on Agent Orange

P.0. Box 15972

St. Louis, Missouri 6311*4

(31*4) *428-0113

AGENT ORANGE INFORMATION CENTER

Project of Regional Young Adult Project

944 Market Street, Room 500
San Francisco, CA 9*4102

ORGANIZATIONS

New Jersey Agent Orange
Commission

13 E. State St., Room 512

Trenton, N._J.

Wayne P. Wilson, Exec. Dir.

(609) 98*4-7396

University Veterans

Suite 3, Erb Memorial Union
University of Oregon
Eugene, Oregon 97+01

Dave laenberg

(503) 686-l4098

Veterans Resource Center
University of Minnesota
2020 Minnehaha Avenue
Minneapolis, Minn. 55404
(612) 376-5085

Vietnam Veterans Against
the War

709 26th Avenue South

Minneapolir Minn. 55454

Reed Holt

612) 332-1979

Vietnam Veterans of America

Contra Costa Chapter
57 Water Street
Pittsburg, CA 9*4565
Pete Tiffany

(*415) *458-0195

Greenvald and Greenvald
6300 Wilshire Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 900*48
Alvin F. Greenvald
Dorothy Thompson

(213) 653-3973

Yannacone U Associates
P.0. Draver 109

Patchogue, N.Y. 11722
Victor John Yannacone, Jr.
(516) 65*4-2299

Assemblyman Patrick Nolan
Assembly Post Office
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 9581*4
(916) 4145834

NnrvProfll Or*.
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Open Letter

In spite of numerous missed deadlines, the first issue of
the Agent 0 kang . Newsteceer NS finally arrived! The
purpose of the newsletter is to share information, news,
contacts, plans, projects, and support, but we want this
%o bethajomt effort, so we need your help in putting it all
ogether,

-ach, month _we will have regular columns on legal
legislative, medical, scientific, local, and other news, and
one feature article. This month’s feature is “ VA Policies
for Agent Orange Screening." Next month's will cover
VA claims procedures. The coming months will feature a
vane,ty of topics including practice and malpractice in VA
hospitals, international use of herbicides, domestic spray
incidents, EPA regulations, lie Calilornia pesticide
mafia, and much more. Hut we need your help. Articles
letters, graphics, comments, even graphic comments, wil
be much welcomed. =~ ,

We also need your financial suppoti. | or those of you
who can afford it, the subscription is ; 12 Per year. For
those of you who put out your own newsletter, we'd like
to do an exchange. Send us what you can. so we can make
this thing >

Thank you!

Mitni Yahn

G.er:

Agent Gr.iritT Veter ,Adv. %
v'ninniiiiL.~

QGl1* - V. e

San 1r-n.isco, California 7 702

i~ [})5S2--CH

Feature

VA Policiesfor Agent Orange Screening

Any veteran who thinks he or she may have been
exposed to Agent Orange should go to the’VA hos_Fltal
for a medical"examination. All VA health care .cilitics
arc under orders from the VA Central Office it
Washington, D.C. to handle all possible herbicide ex-
posure cases as follows:

The VA will provide appropriately detailed medical
examination and follow-up of rtl "Vietnam veterans
who come to VA health care facilities claiming her-
bicidc exposure in order to obtain further information
regarding any possible long-term health-related effects
of these ,a?ents. L

All Victman Era veterans who ,currentéy arc betas
treated in a Veterans Administration medical center
and future applicants for VA health care, w|] be asi./d
if they were exposed to hcrbiciJal chemicals dur.ng
their service in Vietnam. ... Veterans who claim
exposure to herbicidal chemicals uuring the Vietnam
War will receive a thorou%h examination.

In eliciting the medical history and pcr.ormmy the
physical examination . . . particular attention will e
?wen to those organs which are most commonly af-
ected by chemical intoxicants, namely, ncv-'-
system, immune system, blood-forming system, liver,
Kidneys, thyroid, adrenals, gonads, ski:., and bar./..
Particular attention will be paid to the detection of
chloracne, a skin condition which lias he-: associated
with acute exposure to herbicide mixtures eor.tai; .ng
the toxic chemical, Dioxin. Evidence w.| aLo be
sought concerning the following potentially relevant
symiptoms or conditions; altered sex drive, ste.th.y,
congenital defo*mitics among children, repeated in-
fections, neoplasia (tumors!, ami lor female veterans,
difficulties in ,carrKJng pregnancies t term, ... In
conJunctlon witn this workup, appropriate diagnostic
studies should he performed and consultations on-
llined as indicated by the pai.eht’s symptoms and
signs. Non-routine diagnostic studies, Such as sperm
counts, should be performed only if suggested b* me

workup."
d —Circular 10-79-83 April If), )>P

_ Animportant aspect of these orders is as follows’ " . .
it is VA ‘policy to provide thorough medical evaluations

Project of Regional Young Adult Project
944 Market Street, Suite 500, San Francisco, CA 94102



ol all mN"i.jiis in_its Piticut Pu ulatu>n_ ulm claim ex-
Doy hi - Im_lid hit iil>" liii imé [lk* Vii'lnain Wai and lo
loilo., iluiii 4554 a I'rnod ol veais so that any long-term
I"" 0% elion* ii-milig** imm these chemicals can he
t 1 rdand treated Data on all veterans examined lor
Posste herbicide tnsuily in the VA system will he en-
ered into a mdstiy maintained in lire VA Central Office
[VAC(>]. loilnw up ol the vclcians entered into the
registry will be monitored and supervised. . . .”
his s ciion is important because of reports from
veteran', who have gone to VA hospitals, and because
diey cther displayéd no outward symptoms or the
syinptc ins they did have were not considered to be caused
by Agem OQrange, they were refused any medical
examination for herbicide exposure. On August 29, 1979
Paul A. L. Haber, M.D., Assistant Chief Medical
Director for Professional Services, wrote the following to
all VA health care facilities: o
... several medical centers arc only including data
on these veterans who the staff feels"have symptoms
possibly related to herbicide toxicity. As a result, data
IS not sumbitted on veterans who do not_have what are
considered aPpro riate symptoms. . . . The purpose of
establishing the VAC'O Herbicide Registry is'to *et up a
system lor long-term follow-up of Vietnam veterans
exposed to Agent Orange. . . . Accordingly, | request
that jIl VA medical centers meticulously cqmpl?/ with
the provisions of Circular 10-79-83 SPemflca ly, all
Vietnam veterans in your patient population who were
exposed to herbicidés should be identified and then
evaluated according to the procedures outlined in the
Circular whether they arc symptomatic or not.”
—ProfessionalServices Letter I1.-11-79-25
August 29, 190

The procedures for follow-up arc detailed as follows:

A quarterlg report will be submitted to VACO
Professional Services by the 8th workday of the month
following the close of each quarter. . . . Ne%anve reports
arc required. . .. This report will contain the following
information:

A A legible eopv of il the data obfained on
Vietnam “veterans who claim herbicide ex-
posure. . .. Pertinent laboratory data and con-
sultations obtained as part of these examinations
will accompany this report.

. Copies "of all medical iceoul documents
piepared as a result ol lollow up til Vietnam
veterans already reported during presinns quarters.
I'hese documents will be ideniilicd «nli a statement
indicating tlutt their submission is a lollow-up of a
previous report.”

-Circular 10-79-83

April If). 190

lit miter wolds, follow-up examinations aie requited
regardless ol whethci or not you have svmptoms and
regardless of whether the VA hospital thinks your
symptoms were caused by Agent Orange Ohviously,
official VA policy and reality are two dilfCrent tilings, ‘A
reat many VA eémployees don’t even know what Agent
range is, let alone wluit the VA policy is m dealing with

veletans exposed to it, <'ile llieii own .'yula'i ,toil: -
if necessary, and if that doesn't -.or", a-k to  r'\e
| nvimnmeiilnl Health Physician nlicc are pi,; sic:. . .
designated by the VA Central Oh..-; to in .iv Ai-nt
(/range within each VA hospital). I\ impo,:i.
everyone go to the VA hosFltals be, o iley wiv in.
facilities 10 Pro-lde the health can , inn the- 0lilv was
get it is to llood hem -and a iloo.t i. t.-a i.i i—50

The veterans rouE,, CAVEAT, in lllinois, , written
the following “ Checklist lor Hospital PiOceJuies":

Prepare a list of health problem-, which you have
experienced since your p .jible exposure “to toxic
chemicals, . .. Provide &ourself with a copy of this
list. .. . Prepare “Test Result Request." On a clean
sheet of paper write the following:

Please send a copy of any test results from today’s tests
to my home address.

Name
Address
Phone
Social SEcurity #
Thank you
, (Signature)
(Dale)

PL.EAST. NOTE THAT_THIS 81I0| II]) HE DONE
EACH TIME YOU GO TO THE HOSPITAL

Prepare yourself lor a cold reception, Some Va
hospitals have been informed through official channels
that no such problem really exists. Go to the hospital m
the morning, Tuesday ~ through Friday. Present
yourselfat the Ambulatory Intake Desk. Tell them ym.
Wish to be evaluated as a ‘Eossmle herbicide exposure
victim. . . AGENT ORANGE." o

1)0 NOT lake your service coords to the liospu.i,
DO" take a pen “and pad of paper. 1)0 take this
checklist, a list of “symptoms,” and the unto
requesting test results. During the intake ptncess jour
recoids should be identified with an orange card or
other means of identification showing you to be an
AGENT ORANGE test person. Expect to he given a
questionnaire which von must fill out, An%quesnons
that cannot be answered with CERTAINTY (such as
"whore and on what dates were you exposed?"),
should 14answered with the following:

“1 will answer this question in a written statement to
lie submitted at a later date." o
YOU MUST MAKE A NOTE O-" UHitIi
QUESTIONS YOU NEED TO AN.SWEP. LA U.
When seen by a doctor (or Physmans’,uvnst.mlll
write down his or her name, explain that soil have ha.|
Elroblems and give them a copy of your “symptoms.”
ave the list™ of "symptoms" entered “into your
medical record. When finished lot the day, Froceed to
the Records Release Office at the hospital. Request



tlm_icopy o] ;iny cuiv on yum medical records Irom
Hoi liv @ Imtithe o VML (Vmi </ ililc lo receive
W in'Mmalioii 1), leniii)! a release I'oim.) (I his is
inn "i1*i m.d.e o miii eel lliese copies evely lime
s ni" to the hospital.J When such coEles arc” made
availahle, ymi should give the worker llic note
requeum? it copies of IT,ST KKSULTS from that
das's resting he Unwanted lo your home address. lie
sure lo note the times and dates of any future ap-
ointments lor lin [her restm?.. Make notes on specific
ests which you arc given lo Tuture follow-up.

Another word of advice: Go lo the VA Hospital during
the first part of the month.

The second step is filing your disability claim, A
number of organizations arc in the process of puttlnﬂ
together seIf-heIJ) guides; next month's Newsletter wi
detail the procedures and give advice on dealing with the
differences between VA policy and reality. At this point,
it's |mJ)ortant to know that your service records will be
needed if you file a claim. Your records can be obtained
from the Records Center in St. Louis by filling out a
Standard, Form 180 (which can be ?otten from most
commun|t¥] veterans orgamzanons_or rom the DAV rep
at the VA hospital). 1)6 NOT file in Agent Orange claim
until you've gotten your service records FIRST.

you're “in contact with a veterans organization
working on the Agent Orange issue, get back to them angd
let them know how you were treated” at the VA hos?,ltal.
This_is the only way the organizations can continue
monitoring the hospitals to make sure they comply with
their own regulations and provide adequate care.

—Mimi Yahn

Legal Updates

Pesticide Suitin Culiforniu

On February 5, 1950, a major lawsuit was filed in San
Francisco Superior Court™ against the Californja
Department of Food and Agriculture for allowing the
presence of harmful pesticides in food. Filed Dy a
coalition of 14 health, environmental, and labor groups,
three farm workers, two doctors, and Assemblymen Art
Ag.nos (S.F.) and Ari Torres (1.,A.), tlte suit Challenges
the Department's standards of “tolerance levels" in food
for pesticides that cause birth delects, cancer, sterility,
and mutations. .

The current standards are based on the assumption
that an average person weighs 13 pounds and eats no
more that: 75 ounces per vettr ol a given Inut or
vegetable that has been sprayed with Eest!udes. These
pesticide residue standard, do not take into account
children, who weigh less than adults, > people such as
lat" workets, who are exposed to additional levels of
pesticides at work. _

The suit also challenges the Department's inadequate
food monitoring system, that can only detect 25 percent
of ' ->eslicidcs with tolerance level Mandat."., and its
fait.,. o test many O these pesticides lor heir car-

3

cinogenic, mutagenic, or hirth-a'-In.'tniug ul'xts. Ihe
miii asks that no” pesticide lie ajow.-1u, =~ amle L
tests are done, and that the Cahlomia Dej ..iiinvnt of
Food and Aioicullure he burred Irom allow;!"1 i-li
harmful pesticides in food.

Class-Aclin/i Suit _
Against Chemical Companics

More than 600 veterans have joined the e!as,-action
lawsuit %gamst six chemical companies since me suit was
first filed” on January 8 1979 by attorney Victor John
Yannacone, Jr. The suit, filed in" U.S. District Court in
Westbury, Long Island, seeks damages from Dow
Chemical Company, Hercules, Inc.,, Thompson-
Hayward Company,” Diamond-Shamrock Corporation,
Monsanto Company, anu Uniroyal for the adverse ef-
fects ¢l dioxin on veterans, their families, and unborn
generations. Thus far, Yannacone, in conjunction with a
consortium of lawyers, has filed the suit in the district
courts of approximately 20cities. o
f |?ome developments since the suit was first fiied arc as
ollow:

‘e On Auqust 1979 U.S, District Court Jud%e
George Pratt in Westbury denied all motions by the
chemical companies to dismiss ik class action suit; he
also denied another motion by the chemical companies to
bar Yannacone from talking about the case with
reportersorveteranzsgqrou S, _

* On Novemcebr 23 1979 Judge Pratt ruled in favor of
the suit b, brmﬁmg it to federal rather than the state
courts, Federal faw, which will row apply, is felt to be
more favorable than many state statutes. o

* In early January Jﬁgthe chemical companies tiled
legal briefs"making the U.S. government a tnird parts in
the liability suit, char%mg that the government was
"reckless" in its use of the chemicals. According to Phil
Schneider,, a Dow spokesman. "We still believe that
Agent Orange cannot cause the damages claimed." He
further claimed that Dow was not allowed to apply
warnings to labels on Agent Orange eannisters or instruct
gr(])ver,nmlent personnel ™ in the “proper" use of the
chemicals.

oIn ‘ate January 1980 Judge °ratt ruled that
videotaped testimony will be admwsuflo; the videotaped
testimony of veterans who may die before the suit finally
comes | trial will have more impact than a posthumous
wiitten statement. _

 On_February 24, 1980 agroup of Australians who
served in Vietnam filed in U.S. District Court in We.t-
hurY, thus joining the class-action suit. The plaintilfs,
Vietnam Veterans Action Association of Australm,
repicscul the first of 650 claims to be tiled by Australian
Vietnam veterans. - .

It is expected that the suit will co to trial by September
1980 and, if successful, the individual dama?e claims will
be iriec In earI?/ 1981 Ultimately, it is fell' that a trust
fund wilt be set up from the profits of the six chemical
cGompames to compensate all those affected by Agent

range.



'Ch’s. lelintt Anil Agilinst the VI

Il Mujitiril Velintii/ law (tiller in_Washington,
D.( . hi | 1elas. a"Inui miii mii May 31 1979 against llie
A Im Liilure_in publish a Ju-ilay notice in (lie li.m.KAI.
Km.r.nr. o] .it’, Agent (Irunge” Program (iuide. The
Progrum Smrlr,. issued on ‘April 17, 1978 'in the
Petniu ul ol Vila m. Benefits' "Rating Practices and
Proctaluics," stales that "Except lor a skin condition
known as chloracne, ilieie are presently no firm data lo
incriininate the herbicides as causative, agents of any
other known category ol disease or chronic symptom.”

Disability claims against Agent Orang,e— or a range of
health problems including organlc Iseases, nervous
disorders, muscle and joint disorders, psychological
disorders, and various cancers—have thus far Dbeen
denied on the basis of the present Program Guide, in
addition, the burden of proof is placed on the veteran:
"No special procedures will be initiated for these claims.
Instead, each case will receive a thorough development of
all available evidence. This will include a request to both
the veteran and the service department to furnish
verification of exposure to herbicides, lie extent and
duratlond thereof, and the dates on which such exposure
occurred.

As for the children of Vietnam veterans with defor-
mities, the P,rqgram Guide slates, "A veteran's claim
alleging herbicide related genetic dama,?e based upon
da.m.a(t;e or defect in the "veteran's child will be ad-
ministratively disallowed since Title 3 U.S.C. makes no
eprovision for such claim. _

Il has been the VA's standard procedure to publish all
changes of rating and benefits procedures in the Federal
Register 30 days prior to taking effect for public
comment. Failure lo do so in the ease of the Agent
Orané;e Program Guide represents the first ' reach of'this
stated policy which, the class action suit contends, places
the VA under liability by their own regulations.

Legislative Updates
Agent Orange Hills

On February 28 1980 the l.05 Angeles County
Vietnam Veterans' AdwsorY Commission” submitted a
bill to the .os Angeles County Board of Supervisors that
would establish an Agent Orange Comr ission. The bill—
similar to the one introduced and passed in the New
Jersey, State Legislature last summer and introduced in
the Illinois Staté | cgislature last fall—would direct the
Agent Orange Commission to "study the effects of Agent
Orange and” other defoliants on Vietnam era veterans,
determine the variety and extent ol infirmities caused by
expos lie, gather information, disseminate 'eidings to
appropriate public agencies, and coordinate with private
and feci -ml agencies independently engaged in the study
of the eflecls of Agent Drang

The Commission, to be tomposed of u least eleven
mcmhots, a iiiuiority of whom will be Vietnam era
veterans, will work with the California Department of
Veterans Affairs and will report back to the State
Legislature alter 24 months with its findings and
recommendations for further legislation.

The Los Ar eles County Board of Supervisors adopted

the bill unanimously in mid-March, and will n>eimd an
author in introduce the hill to the Slav | <"iswine-

Ui March 6, 1980 a similar Aeent Oin.. ‘all v.;
introduced to the California State e mmia trc
Assemblyman Patrick Nolan (L.A.). Assemnly Bill In.vi
would also create an Agent Orange Corn,a.«mmm'iw
svould be composed of six members, wnii at Ire" lout
them be[n?, Vietnam lira vctein. Al o i,j'-]
responsibilities, the Committee v.ouid "serve a> a ceiitta!
data hank I'm compiling all appropriate data iclitin." to
the effects of Agent Orange,” and would “ provide for
the coordination of legal, medical,_administrative, at..!
social assistance to such veterans.” The Commit,ittee wiii
report back to the State Legislature with recom-
T&?datlons on needed legislation on or before January 3

1

The hill is currently before the Assembly Health
Committee and is expected to be heard on April 10 The
chairman of that committee is Assemblyman Art Torres,
and Assemblywoman Jean Moorhead is the vice-
chairwoman. "Other members of the committee are
AssemblEmen Art Acnos, Tom Bates, Gordon Duffy,
Leona Egeland, Jerry Fclando, Bill lvors, Denris
Mangers, Herschel Rosenthal, and Maxine Waters.

Congressman Korman Warns
Against Agent Orange

Congressman James Korman (Var, Nuys, CA) met
recently with a group of Vietnam veterans to discuss
Agent Orange, and promised to infoim his constituents
by mail of the issue. He urges other congressmen to do
the same in their campaign ‘letters. He also promised to
Prowde an Agent Orange information desk In his office
0 be run by a’Vietnam veteran.

Vietnam Era Veterans
Agent Orange Act

On January 30, 1980 Congressman Tom Daschle (SD
and eo-sponsor George Miller (CA) introduced "the
Vietnam Era Veterans Agent Orange Act to the House of
Representatives, HR . an amendment to Title 38
would place the burden of proof on the VA for service
coorr;r;]%% jon of disabilities caused by exposure to Agent

Under the bill, the VA would be required to establish
requlations that would define conditions of service-
connected exposure’. In_ determining expo-tire, the
requlations may not require j veteran to piovidc more
iturn what is contained in the discharge papers, and “a
B|e.snn|pl|on of exposure” will be established "when
Department of Defense records, information supplied by
ilie veterans, and other information estahlish a possibility
of such exposure,” , ,

If the veteran "is suffering from a disease developed to
a_It) per centum degree of ‘disability or moie ... mkl.
disease shall be considered to have "heen incurred in e*
aggravated by such service, notwithstanding that there i-
iiorecord ol evidence of such disease du_rlné] the period o
service" The VA will also be required to'establish
requlations oi "what diseases medical research lias
shown m.y he due to exposure to phenoxy herbicides
contanii.iLted by dioxins, . . _

The bill woulo also change Title 38 regulations on birth
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del. (s dial cmrt-nily do not allow claims based on
(ex<liv damage in 1 veteran'lchild. The VA will hr
v Jeifl in cslabli.lt ter.ulalions on what birth defect.
ehall In-deemed ... to be an aejMavation of a piecxislinr
lic|iu> Miltcred in line of duty in the active military,
naval, or air servicc during a period of war.

The bill is currently before the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the llouse of Representatives.

Medical/Scientific Updates

Chicago Researchers
Release Finding

Medical researchers in Chicago have reported finding a
high incidence of autoimmune antibodies in the blood of
a number of Vietnam veterans who were exposed to
Agent Orange. Drs. Mitsuo Yokoyama, Dean Jahs, and
Yoshinobu Matsuo have heen conducting immunological
blood tests of 17 veterans since last fall at the University

| Illinois Medical Center in Chicago. Completed in
Jammu, the studs lound a majoiily of Ihe veterans to
have a high incidence of these anlib. lies that are formed
against the body's own cells and react with "the smooth
muscle and nuclear components of their own systems.”

According to Dr. Yokoyama, "It's very unusual to
find such a hi%h incidence of autoimmune antibodies in a
group of people, especially when compared to the general
population.” -knother of the researchers pointed out that
these smooth-inusclc antibodies arc frequently associated
with, but not prool of, several chronic liver diseases.
While the presence of such antibodies is not a major
defect of the immune system, she felt it was "certainly
suspicious.”

"Our inability to ascciiain any long-term problems
with the immunity systems of these veterans docs not
mean that they don't exist." said Drs. Jabs and Matsuo.

"We conducted a few tests on a ver\ small group of.

patients. A much more extensive, large-scale in-

vesiieation isiieuled

Mimi Yalin
With [han«.s to Jeff Burkhardt
Monterey Peninsula College

Dr, llogen Study

Dr. Gilbert Dogen, of Vetline-Hotlinc in Illinois, has
released the liudmgs of a ten-mouth study of 78 Vietnam
veterans who wcte exposed to Agent Oiungc. In a report
published In the Joounai oi mi Asiikican MiimcAi.
\smm iaiion on November hi. 1979 |) '"ogen reported
nmlmg various skin, neurological, gastrointestinal, and
psychological problems among the vetciaits

Fiulily-live percent of the vck aits oiflercd a treat-
ment-resistant skin rash, which wm aggravated by
sunlight in A3 percent. Tingling occurred in 55 pcicent,
numbness in 60 percent, dizziness in 69 percent, and
autonomic ilyscontrol in 18 perccm  Psychological
problems were as follows; depression (73 percent),
sudden loss of memory (71 pcreeni), mahililv to con
centrate (17 percent), violent rages (4s percent], and
suicidal attempts (8 percent). Loss of libido occurred in
47 percent. Ga-nrointesimal complaints included.

Anorexia (41 percent), nausea (59 percent), vomiting (13
percent), dintritca (51 percent), cm .iipatim; i3! pi.-rcent),
and abdominal pain (24 percent). Hepatitis occurred in
It) percent, and jaundice in Spercent, 'flu .c ederate. <tied
of cancer, and another 10 percent were being treated for
cancer. t

New Study by Dr. Tung

Dr. Ton That Tung, the Vietnamese scientist who was
responsible for linking liver cancer and birth defects to
the use of Agent Orange in Vietnam, has released the
findings of a new study. Following his visit to the United
Slates last May, Dr. Tung began a survey of North
Vietnamese veterans who had gone south to fight and
then returned home to the north, marrying women who
had never been exposed to herbicides. Using hospital
statistics going back to 1975 his findings show an
unusual number of birth defects and miscarriages when
compared to the general population.

In‘asurvey ol one hospital, miscarriages occurred in 16
percent ol the couples where the husband had been ex-
posed to zNgent Orange, and 85 ﬁercent in couples where
neither the husband nor the wife had been exFosed. There
were no birth defe.ts in the uncxposed couples and a 4 ti
percent rate of bird defects in couples where the husband
had been exposed cie.mg the war. In a survey of another
hospital, birth defects occurred in 20 percent of the
couples where the father had been exposed, and there
werc no birth defects among uncxposed couples. Die
birth defects themselves were considered to be hiuhly
unusual; in addition to many polygcnetic defects, there
was an abnormal frequency of brain defects. Anon-
cephalia (lack of brain), lor example, usually occurs at a
frequency of one out of every 2,777 births, while among
gxpﬂsed veterans, the frequency was one out of every 350

irths.

Dr. Tung's earlier studies, although internationally
recognized, were not well received in this country. They
wcre considered to be, among other things, "communist
Bropaganda" and lacking in any firm data. This seems to

e the ease with his latest study. U.S. scientists have
already termed it "suggestive" and “interesting," but
full of "inconsistencies.”

Dr. James Allen

For more than ten years, Dr. James R. Allen of the
University of Wisconsin has been conducting scientific
research on the effects of dioxin on rats and monkeys.
His findings have been cited internationallﬁ, and he is to
he a key witness in the coming FPA cancellation hearings
on 245 1 and Silvex.

In the fall of 1978, an assistant in his laboratory wr ile
a letter to the personnel department of the Universitv of
Wisconsin charging that Dr. Allen had violated ledcal
grant regulations. zM'tcr a prclimmaiy investigation, me
UW Medical School dean invited the former lab a'sisia.,1
lo discuss the matter Itiriher; she declined ano iiimv.hl.
look the matter to Senator William Proxmire. Piovimre
passed it on lo the Inspeeloi General of the Departmenl
ol Health. Fducalion, and Welfnri. and Iron) there |
went lo the Justice Department.

In October 1979, Di. Allen pleaded gtnlis u> uiisac
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pifpi tomiic ioiniill 1 M92 hum a federal grant for
piriml <M lIniv ii<ca-.jnns, hr combined a hiruncss
trin v.nii a sji inp. each time nil'miitim* expense
vi'iiili. immini ilu* ki hip. As a icmili. In- lias lieeii con-
vieco 1ol criminal chaiges, is lacing 6 months probation,
a line of S-£.000. and will resign from ilic University of
Wisconsin in June. And Dow Cheincial has gone into
high gear to discredit Dr. Allen's work. '
laiming lliai the dioxin used in one of Allen’s stuuies
was contaminated with I'C'U's, Dow says there are
“serious questions about the reliability of any of Dr.
Allen's work. In addition, Dr, Allen's general credibility
IS impugned by his recent admission of guilt involving the
theft'o _gov.ernment funds." .

Consi erln% that Dr. Allen is only one of two
researchers who will be testifying for EPA in the 2.4,5-T
and Silvex battle against the cheincial manufacturers, the
timing couldn’t be better for Dow. Using Dr. Allen’s
personal misfortune, Dow’s lawyers told "an EPA ad-
ministrative judge that Allen’s "overall cre.d|b.|l|ty and
mt?grlty“ Is suspect in light of his recent criminal con-
viction.

This statement, of course, assures us that neither the
executives nor the scientists of Dow Chemical have ever
engaged in such a.cnwty.. Moreover, Dow's many ac-
tiviiics—such as withho dm& scientific studies from the
public on the harmful effects of dioxin, testifying
Pubhcly that dioxin causes no more than chloracne in
heir workers while their medical director anately in-
forms a group of chemists of the other health effects he
has seen, barring unionization of their plants in order to
avoid complying with safety regulations, poisoning the
waters and destroying :hé aquatic life of the  Tit-
tahawassee, the ChIpECWI,. and the Saginaw Rivers near
their Midland plant, knowing of the high levels and the
harmful effects of dioxii “present in their phcnox¥
Products for at least twent%/ Years before the governmen
orced them to reduce su.h levels, contmumﬁ the export
and manufacture in oliicr countries of phcnoxy her-
bicideLcontaining frighteningly high levels of dioxin, and
shifting the blame on the government for "misuse” of
herbicide agents in Vietnam while neglecting to provide
directions for "proper and sale use” —certam&v, do not
raise any questions regarding Dow's overall cre |b||_|t¥ or

intcgiity. After all, they've not been criminally convicted.

Organizations/L ocal Scenes

National Veterans' Task force
On Agent Orange'

flic National Veterans' T.i"k Force on Acenl Orange is
a nationwide coalition of veterans, environmental, -and
other ?o!ou s working on the Aﬁent Orange issue. | oiuud
in Inly 1979, their membership current's numbers 24
oqumzatmns licir purpose and goals ate as follows:
*To aid Vietnam veterans and their families affected by
Agent <>innp * , ,
To collect and develop statements trout Vietnam lira
veterans regarding the use of herbicides and other
chemicals by'the U.S. military. , ,
» To staff and operate a coordinating office, to include a

hotline, inhumation clcaiing.lioii'.c, bl.i.ny, mi it
duplication servire, and newsletter,

e To create and disseminate models and sm*** "n.ir, lor

seivices to those allecled.

=To stinulate the Veterans Adifiinisiiuiion. la-
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare, the t.oiu™ress.
and other government agencies to take appropriate and
timely action toward Agent Orange d_.:.i>.

e To provide public information and education r.c-
taining to Agent Orange, and othei residual dKubilitics
due :ochemical exposure while inmilitary service.

«To encourage the scientific community to conduct
studies on the effects of Agent Orange in d factal,
balanced, and objective manner, and aid in the im-
plementation of such studies.

e To &ssist In the creation of legal strategics and 1o
inform veterans of their lecal rights and altermatives.

= To assist in the creation and permanent ban on the use
of the components of Agent Orange: 2,4-D; 2,4,5-T; and
TCDD.

= To establish a linkage with environmental groups aiti
other wveterans groups working on this issue or allid
isSes.

= To encourage the passage of favorable legislation.

= To raise funds for these e idavors..

Regional Conference
for Vietnam Veterans

From January! 1-13 1980 the Unlversn}/ Veterans of
Eugene, OreFon sponsored the First Western Regional
Conference for Vietnam Veterans. The purpose of the
conference was "to unite veterans and Vietnam Veteran
self-help organizations for the purpose of sharm([; in-
formation, and to establish a power hase of Vietham
Veterans organizations to effect humanistic change
Ieggslanvely, politically, and socially."

he thrée-day conference included forums on APent
Orange, the draft and recall of veterans, delayed stress
response syndrome, women as veterans and as partikv
of veterans, minorities and the third world, discharge
upgradlng, joos, funding resources, and networking.
At theclose of the conference, a policy statement was
issued that called for immediate action by Congress and
the VA on Agent Orange and delayed stress, and opposed
all IeP|s|at|on calling for reinstitution of the draft and the
recall of veterans. ,

The conference was considered a tremendous success,
and University Vets plans to sponsor a second conference
in the near fuure.

Winter Soldier Archives

In January, Clark Smith established the Wintet Sokiici
Archives Former' >the editor of The Ally, Smith has
written a_number of pieces on Vietnam “veterans, .
eluding "Brothers." an oral narrative ot the bL.k <*

cricuce during the Vietnam War, "Oral History d-

herapy,” which appeared in_Charles. Firfey'v
"Strangers at Home," and "Marine Doves and the
Baffled” Brass," which appeared in the September 1970
issue of The Notion. , , o

The purpose of the Winter Soldier Archives is "to
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ratlin materials li.un Vietnam veterans in order to
iv_almdv ol In i hand knowledge of the Vietnam
V. a and pusi-u ir, to t neoiiraj'e research into the human
exp em'iice ol the wat and post-war periods, to incicast
| Thiic awareness of iiic veteran’s experience, and to draw
ﬁhenated, veterans within llie orbit of a positive
umanistic em'e o
“llie materials gathcted for the Archives include oral
history interviews, photographs, letters, diaries,
newspapers, and oilier items Collected from veterans. In
addition, the Archives will soon begin publishing a
quarterly journal that will feature individual veteran’s
experierices. This publication, as well as an index of the
Archives holdings, will be available to libraries, research
institutions, and other subscribers. .
Other activities of the Archives will include public
exhibits of such materials as photo?hraphs and workshops
involving veterans, scholars, and the PUb“C to promote
discussion and education on veteran-related issues.

"Politics o f Pesticides ™
Conference

The Coordinating Committee on Pesticides sponsored
a two-day conference on "The Politics of Pesticides" at
the University of California, Berkeley 01t March 29 and
30. Key speakers included Dr. Bariy Commoner, Dr.
Samuel Epstein, and Anthon;r Mazzochi, Director of
Health and Safe,ly of the Oil, Chemical and Atomic
Workers International Union. , ,

The conference focused on "the growing misuse of
Pestlmdes,“ which has become "a serious and widespread
hreat to the public health and the environment,
Pesticides are bemg found in our food, water, home and
workplaces. The threat of pesticide poisoning could be
cut in half by the use of existing economically viahle
alternatives, saving $10 per year for every man, woman
and child in California. This conference |described] the
health and environmental dangers of pesticides. Con-
cerned citizens from all over California and the Nor-
thwest (came| together to talk about what can be done
and how to do it. .

In addition to the key speakers, the conference in-
cluded panels 011 such “topics as the Northwest an-
tiherbicide movement, alternatives to pesticides and
herbicides, and educational workshops, including a
workshop on veterans and A?ent Otungc. Also included
in the program was the film "A Plague o1 Our
Children," @ henefit performance by the San Francisco
Mime tump of "We Can't Pag? We Won't Pay!," and
satirist Darryl Henrigues (aka Joe Carcinoitenni‘aka The
Purple Poisoner) who emceed the A?ent Orange Benefit
on ,Ianuarcy 7. 1980 for the Agent Orange "Veterans’
Advisory Committee. ,

The conlcteiice itscll was a memorial kor Dr. Robert
Van den Bosch, who died m November ol 1975, Dr. Van
den Bosch was a noted -eninmologtsi and author of a
iuihi'nt of hooks, including "The Pesticide Con-
spit.icy.”
~pfi/ Orange | ,

Veterans' Advisory Committee

The Agent Orange Veterans' Advisory Committee held
a presentation 011 dioxin for the medical field on
7

February 9and If), 1980 Speaking liclorc tise dnetois
anil representatives of various clinics were Di. fodcoii
| ct/, Steve /.olotli, Mimi Ynhn, lint Janko 1! Cuni ;> 9
and Jack McCloskcy (February 11) . _

The purpose of the Rresentatmn was ;0 kicx offa hr.ie
outreach ‘program that would provide inlormation,
medical care, counseling, and referral tor anyone ex-
Bosed lo phcnoxH herbicides. Separate intake sheet, will
De provided to all participating clinics in order ro aotain
information from patients on possible exposure through
military service, occupation, or any oslier manner. It"is
hoped “that the examining Physmlan will be able to
correlate specific health problems with past exposure to
phcnoxy herbicides, and conduct tests not normally
Included in a standard examination (si.g. liver dysfunc-
tion, tumor/cancer screening, etc.). It is also hoRed that
the data collected from the intake sheets will show the
connection  between ex[)o_sure to phenoxys and the
syndrome of health effects in three seﬁaraie populations.

he intake sheets arc designed to ?,at er information on
exposure to any chemical or radiation, thereby isolating
and identifying the specific health effects of exposure to
phcnox?;s. o ,

Another aspect of the clinic outreach pro?,ra.m IS
gettmé; the word out. It is standard policy for clinics to
provide information on cancer, DES, VD. and a variety
of other health problems; information on Agent Orange
and all phcnox% herbicides should be provided in fire
same 'manner. x?osure to these chemicals, and their
health effects, arc far more extensive ihan most Feople—
including those in (lie medical field—are aware of.

The evidence gathered from the intake sheets wall he
used to apply pressure on public and private health
agencies to realize the widespread hazard to the public
and the need to begin working on treatment.

"|Vital You Gonna Do
AboutMe”

The above quotation comes from the song, "What
bout Mg?”, sung by Richie Havens. This column is for
the personal stories of veterans; please send us yours.—
Mimi Yahn)

| was a Marine, so | was out there in the field, | saw
lanes sp|a¥|ng the forests we had to go into, No one
alked about Agent Orange: there were 110 warnings—not
a word, The way | was exposed, | think, was by rmkmg%
water from streams and bomb craters in the forests tha
were sprayed. Now I've got a skin rasli for just about 15
years. The VA gives me forty-four dollars a month—
about as much as | could get if | went around collectlnﬁ
Pop bottles. They won't call the rasli chloracne, thou
hey can't say what it is. They also can't explain the
tmglmg and numbness in my hands and feet, (lie bloa* \I
foiling” in my stomach, nor the artliruic pains 1 my
joints. For forty-four dollars I,(t;uess they hope I'll "imt
up and %o away. Well, to hell with them. "If enough ol us
get together, (heir attitude will have to change.

—Veteran from Oakland. California

As a medic in the infantry, 1was exposed to Agent
Orange the same way as any other grunt. | was in forests



uni imHr, mat vute heavily spt.ivoil. | drunk watei
v.riv | itMild liml it--lrom streams. Irom bomb
li-Is-iS 1i0in ANy mmiico that amikl il a canteen.
I'i'tnte . I"lilam 1"w,r. 1i'-.illliv, unt|I|ng? uumi*. Indav |
lutv' ni<sv lieallli prol'iems than | care lo talk about. I'm
like a Ini ol vel-'iaiis vslm wonder where they'll be live or
ten years Irom now. |hey tell ns (here's no freatment, no
antidote Im Agent (Jiange, Well, are they looking hard

lot one? And payin disabilit)(1 in the meantime? As iat as
| can see, they are shuffling their papers. Ihrlev, veteran.
s;t)eak out and get organized, they'll ignore us to the
gtave.

" - Jim Janko
OaklanJ, c-al.iornia

&Thjs first issue of the Agent Orange Newsletter iS
edicated to Steve Hassna, who gave us the following

poem.

Will people listen
to the words
you speak?
will they understand
the feelings
your eyes portray?
of the recognition
of reality
that was bom in you
as you walked
upon the soil
of Southeast Asia?
will they
only hear the words
as war stories
never seeing
that
you don’t
glorify
what you say
and miss
the reason for
the words
to show America
and killing
as one and all the same?

will it mean anything
lo anyone
tiiat
you stepped off
n chopper
in a jungle clearing
landing zone
blown there
by bombs?
will they understand
a hot L.Z.
where the asian gecko
awaits
with its call that
taunts
in the night

uck you! uck you!
it wails
or the AKK. 47
with its crack and
green tracers?

that’s right

Well, America

don’t care if you

(now the uck you lizard don’t sec

won'tkill -~ don’t feel
. but it ‘:‘"” don’t understand
drive you nuts!) for if you
the A.K. kills at anytime
and maims in any manner
no different had cared
from yours or seen

just pointed a
different way ...

will they believe you
when you say
“had to worry
more about our own

anyway”

gunships missing
target

artillery missing
range

with 50% of all
dead and w junded
on 'Jnclc Sam’s
head.

gunships killing you

as they shoot
at the holder of the A K.
or the holder of lire
liberation flag
or lire baby
suckling at its
mother's breast
trnd her with a
bullet
in her
head.

I wouldn’t have to

the reality

tell you

of the

Southeast Asian soil.

Think hard, America

for the fact is

I am your only son.

—Steve Hassna
(Copyright 1979
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l.dniund Jutam

Edmund Jtiloau. vice-president nf Agcm Orange
Victims International, died of cancer on February 3
19S0. One of the co-founders of AOVI, he had written a
petition that has been distributed nationwide. Juteau,
who was 30-years-old, died of lymphoma, cancer of the
lymph glands.

Veterans Protest
Spraying in Oregon

On March 17 1950, six veterans who were exposed to
Agent Orange, occupied land belonging to the Bureau of
Land Management in Oregon. The veterans, residents of
Applegate River Valley, are protesting the use of 2,4-D
oh the land arid vow to stay there until spraying is
stopped.

Herbicides in Korea
Following reports from veterans alleging use of

defoliants in Korea, CAVEAT (Concerned American
Veterans Against Toxins) and the National Veterans'

Task Force on Agent Orange filed a Freedom of In-

formation Act request to obtain evidence of such
spraying. On February 15 1980, information was
received that revealed that Orange (2,4-D and 2,4,5-T),
Blue (cacodylic acid, an arsenic compound), Monuran (a
soil stcrilant), and 2,4-D alone took place in Korea from
October of 1967 to sometime in 1969,

The available records show that a total of 23,687 acres

svas sprayed ‘‘between the south tape of the DMZ and the
civilian control line in 1Corps (GP) and First ROK Army
areas." This figure is derived from records of spray
operations carried out between October of 1967 and July
of 1968, however, as the Department of Defense states
that the "program ended in 1969," this leaves a gap
blegtgvgeen August of 1968 and an unspecified period in

According to the Department of Defense, I.".S. i "tees
"advised in the use of herbicide';," and "Im U.S. ECI
sonnel arc known to have been actually involved in their
application,” Such application "by haul i trailer-
mounted sprayers,” was carried out oy ROK Forces. It is
Iat known how much of the chemicals was used, not is it
known how many of the U.S. and ROK Forces may have
been exposed, regardless of who carried out actual ap-
plication.

Seveso Update

On February 5 1980, Paolo Paoletti, chief engineer of
the ICMESA chemical plant in Seveso, Italy, was shot
and killed outside his home in Monza, Italy. The IC-
MESA plant was the site of an explosion on July 10
1976, that deposited an estimated Spounds of dioxin over
hundreds of square miles. For eight days following the
accident, both the ICMESA plant and its parent com-
pany, Hoffman-La Rouche, kept secret the fact that
more than 17,000 people had been exposed to dioxin. By
that time, 19 children had been hospitalized and
thousands of animals and birds had died. Two weeks
after the explosion, Paoletti and two other company
officials were arrested for their involvement in the cover-
up. Evacuation of the area began three days later.

Over 900 people were eventually evacuated, 1,500
children sent to state camps for the remainder of that
summer. Two hundred eighty-three acres were turned
into a wasteland. Numerous strikes by factory workers,
decontamination workers, students, and teachers
followed. Abortions, which are illegal in Italy, became a
focal issue throughout the country.

On May 19, 1977, Dr. Guiseppc Ghetti, the local health
official, was shot in the legs hecause of inadcqautc
protection for workers and residents against industrial
pollution." f 1July 10, 1977, the home of a Hoffman-La
Rouche cr.porate executive was bombed. Resident of
the area iled suit against Hoffman-La Rouche, but n
one has yet been hrought to court. Meanwhile, attempts
to decontaminate the town of Seveso continue.
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AMENDMENT

Offered in the HOUSE: By: AV4
To; (05 HOUSE BILL No. Z£
SENATE BILL No.

Page: Line:

Adopteienguacie in Work Draft CS with the following amendments:

line 15 add language that would say'records of the coopreative Not to includji
the names and addresses of it's members,at the principal office of "the cooperative

Add language adopting the attached amendments by Rep. Rogers.



NS COMMITTEE REPORT
HOUSE

FURTHER:

Date

Mr. Speaker:

The Commi ttee on rr-T~r atair: has had HE 670

“An Act: r*ouirir.{.* thru: nceci”~rs of f.he board of “irectors of an
alecuric ©* telephone -cooneraciv- be onon to r.embers of the cooncrativ

under consideration and reports it back as follows:

do pass [ 1 do not pass

do pass with attached amendments(s)
[ ] same title

1] new title

[ ] repl ace with CS for [

and recommends

[ 1 AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [ 1 New Fiscal Note

[ 1 reports it back without recommendation

Committee

[ 1 referred to the

MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

CHAIRMAN

H 60 (Rev. 3/81)
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An Equal Opportunity Employer
MARCH 1982

Proposed By-Laws Amendments
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Report of Quorum ..
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Unapproved Minutes
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ARTICLE VI||

Gerald K. Maorrell, Secretary
Report of By-Laws Committee . .Steven Foster, Chairman
Introduction of Candidates ...Jesse Wilson, Jr. Chairman
Nominating Committee
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Annual Meeting Committee
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CHUGACH CURRENT
A publication of the CHUGACH ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION, INC.

Telephone: 276-3500 Office Locations: Eighth and Gambell
Boniface Center
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 3518 Anchorage, Abska 99501

CHUGACH ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION, INC. is a nonprofit electric cooperative own-
ed and operated by the people it serves.Chugach'spurpose is toprovide electric energy
to members at the lowest cost consistent withsound economy and good management,

Richard B. Smith, President Rahbit Creek
John E. Ryan, Vice-President Hillside Drive

Gerald K. Morrell, Secretary Crescent Drive
David W. Robinson, Treasurer Sand Lake
Patrick M. Rodcy, Director Spenard
L. Van Whitehead, Director Ocean View
Liz I.. Gilbert, Director Chugach Foothills
T.S. Kolasinski Acting General Manager
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100
200
300
400
500
600
700

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source)

THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST

Bill/Resolution No.  HB 670 _ _

Title Requiring meetings or tne ooard or directors of an electric or telephone
Requested by Date

cooperative be open to members or the cooperative.
FISCAL DETAIL .
Agency Affected Commerce and Economic Development
Program Category Affected Consumer Prnt.prt.-jon
BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected Public Utilities Commission"
(Note: |If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-itenm
amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)
Fy 82 FY 83 Fi 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

COMMODITIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC. 4

OO0 O O o

TOTAL

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

S5 O

POSITIONS

FULL TIME T

PART TIME

o

TEMPORARY 0

1v.

ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section 1I11)

DATE 4/2/82 .PREPARED BY v/
AGENCY

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE

CcC:

Budget and Management
Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Nared)

33-001 (Rev. 12/81)



