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P R I O R  A U D I T  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  

P r i o r  A u d i t  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N o .  1

W e  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  b e  a l l o w e d  

t o  t e r m i n a t e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  w e l d i n g  perseyine.l 

b e  d i s c o n t i n u e d ^

I n  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  nee d ,  f o r  

t h e  B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s ,  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  s h o u l d  b e  

c o n s i d e r e d .

T h e  p r i m a r y  g o a l  o f  r e g u l a t i n g  o c c u p a t i o n s  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  

p u b l i c .  L i c e n s i n g  i s  d e s i r a b l e  w h e n :

1. T h e  u n l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c e  o f  a n  o c c u p a t i o n  p o s e s  a 

s e r i o u s  r i s k  t o  t h e  l i f e ,  s a f e t y ,  h e a l t h ,  o r  

e c o n o m i c  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  n u m b e r  

o f  c o n s u m e r s .

2. T h e  c o n s u m e r s  o f  a  s e r v i c e  a r e  a t  a  d i s a d v a n t a g e  

i n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a  p r o v i d e r .

3. T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  a b u s e  b y  p r o v i d e r s  o f  t h e  

s e r v i c e  t o  w h i c h  t h e  c o n s u m e r  h a s  i n a d e q u a t e  

r e c o u r s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  g e n e r a l  l a w .
9

B e c a u s e  o f  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  a  s t r u c t u r e ,  

i n f e r i o r  w e l d i n g  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  r e s u l t i n g  i n  p h y s i c a l ,  

e c o n o m i c ,  o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a r m .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  b e l i e v e  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  h a s  a  p u b l i c  i m p a c t  o n l y  i n  c a s e s  o f  l a r g e - s c a l e  

p r o j e c t s ,  s u c h  a s  p u b l i c  s t r u c t u r e s ,  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  

o r  v e n t u r e s  l i k e  t h e  p i p e l i n e .

P e r s o n s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s u c h  p r o j e c t s ,  

w h o  a r e  a c t u a l l y  t h e  " c o n s u m e r s "  o f  w e l d i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  c a n  b e  

e x p e c t e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  n e e d e d  t o

e v a l u a t e  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  w e l d i n g  p e r s o n n e l  1- T h i s  is 

e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  n o w  t h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  W e l d i n g  S o c i e t y  (AWS) 

c e r t i f i e d  W e l d i n g  I n s p e c t o r s  (WI) p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  a  m e a n s  

o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  q u a l i f i e d  i n s p e c t o r s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  A W S  

p r o g r a m  i n c l u d e s  a c o d e  o f  e t h i c s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  h a n d l i n g  

c o n s u m e r  c o m p l a i n t s .

I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  i f  a n  i n t e r s t a t e  g a s  p i p e l i n e  i s  

b u i l t ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  w o u l d  b e  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  P o w e r  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  S t a t e  B o a r d ' s  a u t h o r i t y  

t o  i m p o s e  w e l d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  o v e r  s u c h  a  p i p e l i n e  i s  d o u b t ­

f u l .

'
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A l s o  n o t e w o r t h y  i s :  (a) A W S ' s  l a c k  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  S t a t e

l i c e n s u r e  o f  w e l d i n g  p e r s o n n e l ,  a n d  (b) t h a t  o n l y  o n e  o t h e r  

s t a t e  t o  d a t e  r e q u i r e s  l i c e n s i n g  o f  W I ’s.

W e  f o u n d  n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  S t a t e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  W I ’s a f f o r d s  

s i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  c o n s u m e r s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  

o f  t h e  f e w  c o m p l a i n t s  f i l e d  w i t h  S t a t e  a g e n c i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

w e l d i n g  o c c u p a t i o n ,  o n l y  o n e  a l l e g e d  i n f e r i o r  w e l d i n g  p r a c ­

t i c e s ,  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  c o n c e r n e d  u n l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  

o c c u p a t i o n  o r  p r o b l e m s  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  o b t a i n i n g  a  l i c e n s e .

I f ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  " s u n s e t "  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  w e l d i n g  i s  n e e d e d ,  l e s s  r e ­

s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e ,  i n  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  v i a b l e .  W e l d e r  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  c a n  b e  r e q u i r e d  b y  s t a t u t e  a n d ,  

i f  d e s i r e d ,  t h e  A W S  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  f o r  W I 1s c o u l d  b e  

a d o p t e d  b y  r e f e r e n c e .

W h i l e  w e  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  B o a r d  

m e m b e r s ,  w e  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  p u b l i c  n e e d  

e x i s t s  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  

s t r u c t u r e .

L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t ’s C u r r e n t  P o s i t i o n

C h a p t e r  1 5 3  o f  t h e  1 9 8 0  S e s s i o n  L a w s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  

e x t e n d e d  t h e  d a t e  o f  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  u n t i l  J u n e  3 0 ,  

1 9 8 1 .

I n  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  p u b l i c  n e e d  f o r  

c o n t i n u i n g  e i t h e r  t h e  B o a r d  o r  S t a t e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  w e l d i n g  

p e r s o n n e l .

H o w e v e r ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h e  i. o=«rd i s  r e e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w e  

r e c o m m e n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a n g e s  o e  m a d e  i n  i t s  o p e r a t i o n .

P r  .or A u d i t  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N o .  2

T h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  a s s u m e  a  m o r e  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  

o r o c e s s .r___________  ■ —

D u r i n g  o u r  t e s t  o f  l i c e n s i n g  f i l e s  w e  n o t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1. A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m s  d o  n o t  r e q u e s t  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  

h a v e  b e e n  m e t .  T h e r e  i s  n o  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  d o c u m e n t i n g  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  i n i t i a l  l i c e n s u r e  ( a s  d e f i n e d  

i n  1 2  A A C  7 2 . 0 6 5 ( a ) ( 1 - 8 ) ,  e x c e p t  t h r o u g h  t h e  

s u b m i s s i o n  o f  A W S  Q C - 1  c e r t i f i c a t e .  A p p l i c a n t s  

f o r  r e n e w a l  a r e  n o t  a s k e d  t o  p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  o f  

t h e  r e q u i r e d  v i s u a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  

n o n e  o f  t h e  l i c e n s e s  r e n e w e d  i n  1 9 7 9  d o c u m e n t e d  

t h a t  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  h a d  b e e n  m e t .
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2. A t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o x  t h e  B o a r d #  t h e  l i c e n s i n g

e x a m i n e r  w a s  i s s u i n g  l i c e n s e s  t o  a p p l i c a n t s  p r i o r  

t o  a r e v i e w  o f  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  b y  t h e  B o a r d .  I n  

A u g u s t  1 9 7 8 ,  t h e  B o a r d  b e g a n  l i c e n s i n g  " w e l d i n g  

i n s p e c t o r s "  a n d  d i s c o n t i n u e d  : c e n s i n g  " w e l d  

q u a l i f i e r s " .  T h e  c h a n g e  p r o d u c e d  a  c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  

o f  c o n f u s i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  l i c e n s e e s ,  a s  w e l l  

a s  t h e  e x a m i n e r ,  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  

l i c e n s u r e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  l i c e n s e s  w e r e  i s s u e d  t o  4 

( o u t  o f  4 8  t e s t e d )  a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  d i d  n o t  s u b m i t  

a d e q u a t e  p r o o f  o f  m e e t i n g  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a  

w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r .

AS' 08. 0 1 . 0 7  0 ( 6 )  r e q u i r e s  l i c e n s i n g  b o a r d s  t o  p a s s  o n  t h e  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e .  A s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  

t h e  a b o v e  d e s c r i b e d  f i n d i n g s ,  c u r r e n t  r e v i e w  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  

n o t  e f f e c t i v e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  n o t  b e i n g  p r o t e c t e d  

f r o m  u n q u a l i f i e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  p r i m a r y  o b j e c t i v e  

o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g .  W e  t h e r e f o r e  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  n o  

l i c e n s e  b e  i s s u e d  u n t i l  t h e  E o a r d  h a s  t h o r o u g h l y  r e v i e w e d  

t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a n  a p p l i c a n t  a n d  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  - t h a t  

a l l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  o r  r e n e w a l  h a v e  b e e n  m e t .

L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t ’s C u r r e n t  P o s i t i o n

T h e  B o a r d  n o w  r e v i e w s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  ; c c ”a n c e  o f  

a  l i c e n s e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m  s t i l l  d o e s  n o t  

r e q u e s t  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  r e q u i r e ­

m e n t s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  h a v e  b e e n  m e t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  B o a r d  

i s  n o t  r e q u i r i n g  a  v i s u a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e  B o a r d  h a s  p r o p o s e d  

r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  a n  e y e  

e x a m i n a t i o n .

W e  r e c o m m e n d  t h e  B o a r d  r e v i s e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m  t o  r e q u i r e  

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  

l i c e n s u r e  h a v e  b e e n  m e t .

P r i o r  A u d i t  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N o .  3

T o  e n s u r e  a d e q u a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t e d  o c c u p a t i o n

a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c :___ (a )  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  t e r m s, a n d ~

s o u r c e s  o f  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r  B o a r d  m e m b e r s h i p  s h o u l d ~ b e  r e v i e w e d  

a n d  a m e n d e d ;  (b) t h e  O f f i c e  o f t h e  G o v e r n o r  s h o u l d  m a k e  

a p p o i n t m e n t s  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s t a t u t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  

i n  a t i m e l y  m a n n e r .

A s  p r o v i d e d  i n  A S  0 8 . 9 9 . 0 1 0 - 0 5 0 ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  

c o n s i s t s  o f  s e v e n  m e m b e r s  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  w e l d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  

t h r e e  o f  w h o m  m u s t  b e  e n g i n e e r s .  M e m b e r s  a r e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  

t h e  G o v e r n o r  f o r  s t a g g e r e d  f i v e - y e a r  t e r m s  f r o m  n o m i n a t i o n s  

s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  W e l d i n g  

S o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  A l a s !  S o c i e t y  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E n g i n e e r s .
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O v e r  2 0 %  o f  t h e  l i c e n s e d  w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  o n e  

i n  f i v e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  d o  n o t  

e n s u r e  a d e q u a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n .  T h e i r  

c o m m e n t s  i n c l u d e d  o p i n i o n s  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  B o a r d  c o n s i s t s  

o f  t o o  m a n y  p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t e s t  l a b s  a n d  t h a t  m o r e  

t h a n  o n e  m e m b e r  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  f i r m  s h o u l d  n o t  s e r v e  c o n c u r ­

r e n t .  I t  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  

v a r i o u s  a r e a s  o f  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n :  e n g i n e e r s ,  t e s t  l a b s ,

c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  f a b r i c a t i o n ,  a n d  p e t r o c h e m i c a l s .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  w a s  e x p r e s s e d  t h a t  n o m i n a t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  

a c c e p t e d  f r o m  t h e  e n t i r e  i n d u s t r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t w o  s o c i e t i e s  

t o  w h i c h  m a n y  q u a l i f i e d ,  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  a r e  n o t  k n o w n .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s t a t u t e  c h a n g e s  i n  B o a r d  m e m b e r s h i p  s u g g e s t e d  

b y  l i c e n s e e s ,  i n  o u r  o p i n i o n  t h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a t  

l e a s t  o n e  l a y  m e m b e r  w h o  h a s  n o  d i r e c t  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  

t h e  r e g u l a t e d  o c c u p a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  l a y  m e m b e r s  l a c k  t e c h n i c a l  

e x p e r t i s e ,  t h e y  c a n  a n d  s h o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  p o l i c y  f o r m u l a ­

t i o n  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  d e c i s i o n s .  T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a  r e p r e s e n t  

a t i v e  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p ,  t h e  p u b l i c ,  s h o u l d  

d e f i n i t e l y  b e  a d d r e s s e d .

T e r m s  o f  B o a r d  m e m b e r s

R e s p o n s e s  t o  l i c e n s e e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  a l s o  p o i n t e d  t o  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  o p i n i o n  t h a t  B o a r d  m e m b e r  t e r m s  s h o u l d  b e :  (1)

s h o r t e r  (5 4 %  o f  t h o s e  r e s p o n d i n g )  a n d  (2) l i m i t e d  t o  n o  m o r e  

t h a n  t w c  c o n s e c u t i v e  t e r m s  ( 8 0 %  o f  t h o s e  r e s p o n d i n g ) . T h e  

r e a s o n  m o s + f r e q u e n t l y  e x p r e s s e d  w a s  t o  c r e a t e  a  m o r e  r e s p o n ­

s i v e ,  a c t i '  a B o a r d .

S i z e  o f  t h e  B o a r d

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  b e l i e v e . t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  i s  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  

l a r g e  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  o t h e r  S t a t e  b o a r d s  a n d  c o n s i d e r i n g  

i t  c u r r e n t l y  l i c e n s e s  o n l y  50 p e r s o n s . * V7c r e c o m m e n d  a 

r e d u c t i o n  in s i z e  t o  f i v e  m e m b e r s  t o  i n c r e a s e  o p e r a t i n g  

e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a ­

t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  (OL) a n d  t o  r e d u c e  a s s o c i a t e d  t r a v e l  c o s t s .

A p p o i n t m e n t s

O u r  e x a m i n a t i o n s  o f  r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  

a n d  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  s h o w e d  t h a t  s i n c e  

1 9 7 3  t h e  B o a r d  h a s  h a d  b e t w e e n  t h r e e  a n d  e i g h t  p r o p e r l y  

a p p o i n t e d  m e m b e r s  a t  a  g i v e n  t i m e .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  m e t  t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  s e v e n  m e m b e r s  f o r  o n l y  n i n e  m o n t h s  d u r i n g

• Board C o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  N o m i n a t i o n s

* A s  o f  N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 0 ,  a b o u t  1 0 0  p e r s o n s  w e r e  l i c e n s e d .
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t h e  p e r i o d  r e v i e w e d .  O f  t h e  " c u r r e n t ” b o a r d ,  w e  f i n a l l y  

d e t e r m i n e d — a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  m u c h  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  —  

t h a t  t h r e e  t e r m s  e x p i r e d  i n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 7 6 .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

o n l y  t w o  o f  t h e  s e v e n  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  b o a r d  a r e  

e n g i n e e r s ,  a s  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  s t a t u t e s .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  w e  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  s e e k  c h a n g e s  i n  

t h e  s t a t u t e s  w h i c h  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  i m p r o v e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

a n d  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  i n  

o u r  O c t o b e r  30, 1 9 7 8  p e r f o r m a n c e  r e v i e w  o f  O L ,  w e  u r g e  t h e  

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  m a i’.e m o r e  t i m e l y  a p p o i n t m e n t s  t o  

t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  b o a r d s  t o  e n s u r e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s t a t u t o r y  

r e q u i r e m e n t s .  •

L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t ’s C u r r e n t  P o s i t i o n

T h e  B o a r d  h a s  n o t  s u b m i t t e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s  

t o  i m p l e m e n t  o u r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  e x c e p t  f o r  a  p r o p o s e d  

s t a t u t e  c h a n g e  t h a t  w o u l d  a d d  a  p u b l i c  m e m b e r  t o  t h e  b o a r d .

T h e  B o a r d  n o w  h a s  t h r e e  e n g i n e e r s ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r

s t i l l  h a s  n o t  a p p o i n t e d  a  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  a  v a c a n c y  t h a t

o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  S p r i n g  o f  1 9 8 0 .  .......

W e  a g a i n  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  s e e k  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  

s t a t u t e s  w h i c h  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  i m p r o v e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  and, 

e f f i c i e n c y  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  )

P r i o r  A u d i t  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N o .  4

T h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  p r o p o s e  r e v i s i o n s  t o  t h e  s t a t u t e s  i n  o r d e r  

t o  c l a r i f y :  (a) t h e  i n t e n d e d  p o w e r s  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  t h e

B o a r d ;  (b) h o w  w e l d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  t o  b e  e n f o r c e d .

A .  A u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  i s

f o u n d  i n  A S  0 8 . 9 9 ,  w h i c h  w a s  l a s t  a m e n d e d  i n  1 9 7 0 .

S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  c h a n g e s  i n  B o a r d  m e m b e r s h i p ,

a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d .  A s  a  

r e s u l t ,  s e v e r a l  s u b s e c t i o n s  o f  A S  0 8 . 9 9 . 0 8 0 ( a )  n o  

l o n g e r  p e r t a i n  t o  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  B o a r d .

1. § 6 r e q u i r e s  t h e  B o a r d  t o  a p p r o v e  f e e s  f o r  

w e l d e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t e s t s .  T h e  B o a r d  n o  

l o n g e r  e n g a g e s  i n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  

t h i s  s e c t i o n  w a s  c i t e d  a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  

c h a r g i n g  f e e s  f o r  l i c e n s i n g  w e l d i n g  i n s p e c ­

t o r s .

2 .  0 1 0  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  s h a l l  a p p r o v e  t e s t  

f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e  r e v i s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  o m i t  

t h i s  a c t i v i t y  a n d  i n s t e a d  a d d r e s s  l i c e n s i n g  

o f  w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r s .
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3, § 9 r e q u i r e s  t h e  B o a r d  t o  d e s i g n a t e  r e p o r t i n g

p r o c e d u r e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c e r t i f y  c o m p l i a n c e  

w i t h  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s .  N o  r e p o r t i n g  m e t h o d s  

a r e  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .

B. S t a t u t e s  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  w e l d i n g  

r e g u l a t i o n s  b y  b o t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  

(AS 0 8 . 9 9 . 0 8 0 ( b )  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  

a n d  E c o n o m i c - D e v e l o p m e n t  ( A S  0 8 . 0 1 . 0 8 7 ) .  T h e  d u e l  

a s s i g n m e n t  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  h a s  

r e s u l t e d  i n  c o n f u s i o n .  T h e  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  i n ­

v e s t i g a t i v e  d u t i e s  n e e d s  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  s o  t h a t  

r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  a d e q u a t e l y  e n f o r c e d ,  a n d  c o n s u m e r  

c o m p l a i n t s  a r e  p r o p e r l y  h a n d l e d .

L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t ' s  C u r r e n t  P o s i t i o n

T h e  B o a r d  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  

t o  s u b m i t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  

B o a r d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  B o a r d  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  D i v i s i o n  t o  

s u b m i t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  e n f o r c e m e n t  a c t i v i t y  i n  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  

t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  w i t h d r a w n  b e c a u s e  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  b y  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t .

P r i o r  A u d i t  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N o .  5

T h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  i t s  e f f o r t s  i n  r e v i s i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

r e g u l a t i o n s .

*

O n e  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o v e r  t h e  past, 

s e v e r a l  y e a r s  w a s  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e v i s i o n  o f  1 2  A A C  7 2 ,  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  

w e l d i n g  i n  A l a s k a .  T h e  c h a n g e s  b e c a m e  e f f e c t i v e  A u g u s t  2 1 ,

1 9 7 8 .

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  r e v i e w ,  v e  n o t e d  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  o f  1 2  A A C  7 2  
w h i c h  m e r i t  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  p o s s i b l y  a m e n d ­

m e n t .

1. R e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  w e l d e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  ( 1 2  A A C  

7 2 . 0 1 5 )  a n d  w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r  l i c e n s u r e  (12 A A C  

7 2 .  0 5 5 )  a p p l y  t o  a 3 1 c o m p e n s a t e d  v ; e l d i n g  o p e r a ­

t i o n s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  " i n  w h i c h  w e l d m e n t  f a i l u r e  

w o u l d  i n v o l v e  h a z a r d  t o  l i f e  o r  p r o p e r t y " .  T h e  

a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  n e e d s  c l a r i f i c a ­

t i o n  t o  s i m p l i f y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a n d  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  

e n ro r c e m e n t  m a n a g e a b l e .

2. 1 2  A A C  7 2 . 0 4 5  r e q u i r e s  " c o n t i n u o u s  e m p l o y m e n t * "  '

a  p r o c e s s  ( w i t h o u t  i n t e r r u p t i o n  o f  m o r e  t h a n  9 0
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c o n s e c u t i v e  d a y s )  a s  a c o n d i t i o n  o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  a 

c u r r e n t  w e l d e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e .  W e  

b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  u n d u l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  b e c a u s e ;

a. . T h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a l s o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a  c e r t i f ­

i c a t e  b e  c u r r e n t  u n d e r  t h e  c o d e  o r  j o b  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  u n d e r  w h i c h  i t  w a s  i s s u e d .
%

b. A  w e l d e r  q u a l i f i e d  i n  s e v e r a l  p r o c e s s e s  m a y  

b e  a s s i g n e d  b y  h i s  e m p l o y e r  t o  o n l y  o n e  

p r o c e s s  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s .  B e f o r e  h e  c o u l d  

b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  a n o t h e r  p r o c e s s ,  a d d i t i o n a l  

t i m e  a n d  e x p e n s e  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  r e ­

t e s t i n g .

c. T h e  l i m i t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ; e a s o n  i n  A l a s k a  

c a u s e s  m a n y  w e l d e r s  t o  h a  w i t h o u t  w o r k  f o r  

m o r e  t h a n  9 0 - d a y  p e r i o d s .

3. 1 2  A A C  7 2 . 1 0 5  r e q u i r e s  a n  a n n u a l  r e n e w a l  o f  w e l d ­

i n g  i n s p e c t o r  l i c e n s e s .  T h i s  c o n f l i c t s  - " i t h  A S  

0 8 . 0 1 . ~ 1 0 0  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  b i e n n i a l  r e n e w a l  o f  

o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n s e s .  I t  a l s o  c r e a t e s  a d d i t i o a a l -  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e f f o r t  f o r  b o t h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  

O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  a n d  t h e  l i c e n s e e ,  w i t h  n o  

d e m o n s t r a b l e  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .

4. 1 2  A A C  7 2 . 0 8 5  p r o v i d e s  f o r  q u a r t e r l y  e x a m i n a t i o n s

f o r  w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r  l i c e n s e .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n ,  

w h i c h  e x c e e d s  t h e  r e g u l a r  s e m i - a n n u a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  e x a m  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  W e l d i n g  S o c i e t y  ( A W S ) » 

w a s  i n c l u d e d  t o  g i v e  s u f f i c i e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

b e c o m e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  t h e  r e v i s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s .

W h i l e  w e  c o n c u r  w i t h  t h e  B o a r d ' s  r e a s o n i n g ,  w e

f e e l  t h e y  s h o u l d  r e v i e w  t h i s  p o l i c y  i n  l i g h t  o f  

i n c r e a s e d  c o s t s  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  n u m b e r  

(an a v e r a g e  o f  9 ) w h o  s a k e  t h e  e x a m  e a c h  q u a r t e r .

I n  r e v i e w i n g  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  r e s p o n s e s  f r o m  l i c e n s e d  

W I ' s ,  v.e n o t e d  c o n c e r n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  

a c c e p t a n c e ,  a n d  e n f o r c e a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  

D o u b t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e n f o r c e a b i l i t y  w e r e  l i k e w i s e  

e x p r e s s e d  b y  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  w h o  r e s p o n d e d  t o  a  

s e p a r a t e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ;  t h r e e  b e l i e v e d  t h e y  c o u l d  

n o t  b e  e n f o r c e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a m o n g  s m a l l  o p e r a t o r s ;  

t w o  s a i d  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  e n f o r c e d  i f  S t a t e  f u n d i n g  

f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w a s  a d e q u a t e .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c i t e d  o p i n i o n s  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  

t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  s u p p o r t  o u r  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t *  a d d i ­

t i o n a l  r e v i s i o n s  t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  

m a k e  t h e m  c l e a r ,  r e a s o n a b l e ,  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  

o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  p u r p o s e .
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L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t ' s  C u r r e n t  P o s i t i o n

T h e  B o a r d  h a s  p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  d e l e t e  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  

e m p l o y m e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t  a n d  t o  h a v e  r e n e w a l s  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  

e x p i r a t i o n  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  A W S  Q O l  c e r t i f i c a t e  (3 y e a r s ) .  

T h e  B o a r d  h a s  d e c i d e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  f o u r  

e x a m i n a t i o n s  p e r  y e a r .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  B o a r d  h a s  n o t  

c l a r i f i e d  h a z a r d s  t o  l i f e  o r  p r o p e r t y  a n d  h a s  p r o p o s e d  a  

r e g u l a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  b r o a d e n  t h e  s c o p e  o r  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  

t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  c o m p e n s a t e d  w e l d i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  i n v o l v e  

" e c o n o m i c  l o s s " .
C*

I n  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n  o n  

e c o n o m i c  l o s s  w o u l d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e s t r i c t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  

w e l d i n g  w i t h o u t  a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  B o a r d  s t i l l  n e e d s  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  

" h a z a r d  t o  l i f e  o r  p r o p e r t y "  i n  o r d e r  t o  s i m p l i f y  i n t e r p r e t a ­

t i o n  a n d  t o  m a k e  tho.ir e n f o r c e m e n t  m a n a g e a b l e .

P r i o r  A u d i t  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N o .  6

W i t h  t h e 'a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  

t h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  d e v e l o p  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  d e f i n i n g  i t s  o b j e c ­

t i v e s  a n d  r e p o r t i n g  i t s  p e r f o r m a n c e  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e ♦

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  " s u n s e t "  p r o c e s s  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  

i s  a c o n t i n u e d  p u b l i c  n e e d  f o r  i t s  e x i s t e n c e ,  e a c h  B o a r d  

m u s t  i d e n t i f y  f o r m a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  W h e r e  p r a c t i c a l ,  t h e s e  

o b j e c t i v e s  s h o u l d  b e  q u a n t i f i a b l e  s o  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d ' s  

p e r f o r m a n c e  c a n  b e  me<\‘; u r e d .

T h e  b u d g e t  p r o c e s s  i s  t h e  v e h i c l e  b y  w h i c h  S t a t e  a g e n c i e s  

u s u a l l y  i d e n t i f y  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s .  W h i l e  O L  p r e p a r e s  

s u c h  d o c u m e n t s  o n  a  d i v i s i o n - w i d e  b a s i s ,  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  

m e a s u r e m e n t s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  b o a r d s  

( s e e  o u r  O c t o b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 7 8  p e r f o r m a n c e  r e v i e w  o f  (OL) .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a l t h o u g h  r e q u i r e d  b y  A S  0 8 . 9 9 . 0 8 0 ( a ) (8 ) ,  t h e  

B o a r d  h a s  n o t  b e e n  s u b m i t t i n g  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  

a n d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e . W e  r e c o m m e n d  s u c h  r e p o r t s  b e  p r e p a r e d  

i-nd c o n t a i n ,  a t  a  miniir_«m, t n e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n : '

1. B o a r d ' s  p u r p o s e  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s .

2. O p e r a t i n g  r e c e i p t s  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s .

3. P a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  B o a r d  m e m b e r s .

4. C h a n g e s  i n  s t a t u t e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .

5. S i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  c o n c e r n s .

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A - 1 2 -  D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G I S L A T I V E  A U D I T



•-The p r o c e s s  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  r e p o r t i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  

n o t  o n l y  a l l o w s  o u t s i d e  p a r t i e s  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e  

B o a r d ,  i t  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  t o o l  f o r  t h e  B o a r d  t o  

e v a l u a t e  i t s e l f  a n d  a d j u s t  i t s  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  m o s t  

e f f e c t i v e  u s e  o f  i t s  r e s o u r c e s .

L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t ' s  C u r r e n t  P o s i t i o n

T h e  B o a r d  h a s  p r e p a r e d  a n  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  f o r  F i s c a l  Y e a r  1 9  8 0  

a n d  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  F i s c a l  Y e a r  1 9 8 1 .

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A - 1 3 -  D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G I S L A T I V E  A U D I T



ARCO Oil an d  G as C om pany
Prudhoe Facilities Project G roup 
3201 “ C " Street, Suite 560 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
Telephone 907 276 3868

March 6, 1982 AS-13778

The Honorable Terry Martin (R)

House of Representatives 

Alaska State Capitol 

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Martin:

Subject: Alaska Senate Bill 757, Act Concerning

the Continuance of Board of Welding Examiners.

With the impending vote on the \laska Senate Bill 757, which calls 

for the continuance of the Board of Welding Examiners, I wish to 

voice my views on this bill. I currently hold an Alaska State

Welding Inspector's license and have actively been involved in the

welding field for thirteen years, with seven of the thirteen years 

spent on the North Slope working for the petroleum industry.

1 am in favor of the continuance of the Alaska Board of Welding 

Examiners as set forth by the State of Alaska, Regulation 12AAC72. 

The main argument for continuing the Board is:

The present regulation, 12AAC72, as it is currently structured, 

allows private industry, through the selection of appointed members 

by the Governor, to enforce and carry out guidelines set down in the

Stutc Welding Regulations. T his approach I s :

1. Cost effective to the State due to the fact that policing 

to assure compliance, is borne by current revenues from

licensing fees. On the other hand, if the Welding Board

were abolished, it Is likely thut the Department of Labor

would be empowered to enforce state welding regulations.

Thus, additional "Qualified" Department of Labor welling 

inspection personnel would have to be employed to assure 

statutory compliance. This would require additional 

state revenues to operate at a time when state budgetary 

cuts are necessary.

2. Historically, the more qualified welding personnel have 

been employed in the private sector due to economics. 

Therefore, it is questionable whether a stutc board or 

bureau under the Department of Labor could operate more 

effectively than the currently appointed board.

• 1 ‘Tr -
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3. Private Industry, especially the petroleum industry, 

must meet several code requirements and parameters

(A.P.I., A.N.S.I., ASME) as it relates to welder qualifica­

tions and welding inspector qualifications during 

construction as well as maintenance operations. Here, 

again, these codes are the result of the public sector and 

industry in the adoption and their enforcement.

4. Lastly, the public who are intimately involved in the welding

field take a professional approach in assuring that proper

welding practices, code reauiremer.ts, company specifications, 

and State snd Federal regulations are adherred to.

The State of Alaska Board of Welding Examiners has done a thorough job 

in creating and adjpting the current regulations, and to abolish this

existing board and set up a State regulated and operated bureau or board,

wocld serve no use! -I purpose.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,

David H. Derrcr

Quality Assurance Engineer

DHD:yms

cc: Dave Harbour - Government Relations, Juneau

Bev Ward - Government Relations, Juneau



r
ARCO Oil an d  G as  C om pany

Frudhoe Facilities P ro ject G roup 
3201 “ C”  Street, Suite 560 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
Telephone 907 276 3868

M ar ch 7, 1982 AS- 137 97

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a rt in  

A l as ka  H ou s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

Pouch V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

SUBJECT: Al ask a Sen ate  Bill 757, an Ac t C on ce r n i n g  the C o n t i n ua nc e

of the B oard of W e l d in g  E x a mine rs

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Martin:

The p u rpos e of this let t e r  is to ex pr e s s  A R C O  Oil and Gas, Prudhoe 

Fa cil it ie s  P r oje ct G r o u p' s po sit io n re ga rd i n g  S e n a t e  Bill 757.

We s upp ort  the p a ssa ge of this bill f o r  the f o l l owi ng reasons:

1. The W el d i n g  B oar d is c o m p r i s ed  o f m em ber s of priva te 

industry. P r i va te  i ndu str y t h e r ef or e  plays an ac t i v e role 

in f o r m u l a ti ng  and e n f o r c i n g  w e l d i n g  r eg u lat ion s through 

this Board.

2. Kill ing  of Ala ska  State Sen at e Bill 757 w o u l d  likely move 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  of e n f o r c e m e n t  of w e l d i n g  q ua l i f i c a t i o n  r e g u­

lations to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Labor. This, in turn, w o ul d 

create the need for added personnel in the d e pa r t m e n t  to 

carry out the duties of the c u rr e n t  W e l d i n g  B oard and p r i­

vate industry. This w o u l d  impose additional financial 

drains f r o m  State r evenues and d up l i c a t e  mo r e  than a d e­

qua t e  in dus try  efforts.

3. The m o v e m en t  of control to the D ep a r t m e n t  of L a b o r  wo uld  

require the hirin g of hi g h l y com pe te n t ,  highly q ua li f i e d 

in div idu als  w i t h i n  the D e p a r t m e n t  of La bor  to e nf orc e the 

w e l d i n g  regulations. Tho hi r i n g of these individuals 

w o u l d  f urth er d e p l e t e  uie s up pl y  of these hig hly  q u a lifi ed 

persons fro m the p r iva te sector.

In summary, A R C O  supports the p a ssag e of Alas ka State Bill 757. The 

Bill's p as s a g e  w ou l d  m a i n t a i n  the c ur re n t  Board or W el d in g  E x a m i n­

ers. It w o u l d  pr ec l u d e  the need f o r  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  w e l d i n g  r e g u l a­

tions by the D e p a r t m e n t  of  L a bo r and reduce costs that w o u l d  be 

incurred by the State. Fu rther, it w o u l d  spvve to reduce c o m p e t i­

tion wi t h  the c u r r e n t c o m p e t e n t  p r i v at e p e t r o l e u m  ind ust ry and c o n­

str uct ion  contractors.

A f l C O  H I  a n t i  G a *  C o i m m n y  i . a D lv l f t lu n  ot  A M f l M l c R » c M i o l d C o m p i i n >
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T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  time and  c on s i d e r a t i o n  in c o n s id e r i n g  o u r  o pini on 

to this ver y im po rt a n t  matter.

/

Qua'r?C'/A ^ u r ^ i c e  & S a f e t y  D i r e c to r

^ c£ A j u <l _________________
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  & P lan nin g D i r e c t o r

/C1
Re sid ent  C o n s t r u c t i o n  M a n a g e r

D ir e c t o r



ARCO Oil a n d  G as C om pany
Prudhoe Facilities Project Group 
3201 “ C" Street, Suite 560 
Anchorage, A laska 99503 
Telephone 907 276 3868

M a r c h  7, 1982

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  Mar ti n  

A la s k a H ou s e  of R e p r e s en ta t i v e s  

Pouch V

Juneau, A l as ka  99811

SUBJECT: Ala sk a S tat e Bill 757 - C o n c e r n i n g  the Con ti nu a n c e

of the Board of  W e l d i n g  Exa min ers

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Martin:

In r e f e r e n c e  to the a bo ve m e n t i o n e d  l egi sla tio n, I am  w r i t i n g  to 

voice my views and concerns. W it h o v e r  14 y e a r s  e xp e r i e nc e in the 

industrial c o n s t ru c t i o n and oil & gas ind ust ry of  w h i c h  the last 7 

have been with the P r udh oe Fa cil it ie s  Project, I feel a need to 

a d dre ss ti.is issue. I p re s e n t l y  hold an Ala ska  W el d i n g  I nspectors 

L ic ens e and b a s i c a l l y  a gr ee w i t h  the c o n c e p t  of this p ro gr a m  and the 

laws that go v e r n it. H owever, being d i r e c t l y  i nvo lve d wi th  w el d i n g  

and pipi ng i ns pec tio n as m y  p rim ary  r es po ns i b i li ty , I do not e n t i r e­

ly a gree  w i t h  t he a c c e p t a n c e  cri t e ri a for  person s a ppl yi ng  for l i­

censing  a p p r ova l, a lon g wit h a pp oi n t e e s  of the Board itself. The 

b asic  c on ce p t  of the W e l d i n g  Board, m a d e  up of m em b e r s  of the i n d u s­

try, is a good one; the m a j o r i t y  m e m b e r s  o f  m ost design code c o m­

mi tt ee s  are r e p r e s en t a t i ve s of the in du s t r y  they are policing.

The in t e g r it y of the f ac ili tie s that i ndu str y is c on st ru c t i ng  is 

d e p e n d e n t  upon it's own a bi l it y  to po lic e itself. In light of th< 

fact that the St ate  is facing a p rob ab le  in crease in m a j o r  c o n s t r u c­

tion p roj ect s w h e r e  critical w e l d in g  c oul d be a v ola ti le  area of 

concer n, to abolis h the Bo ard  no w w o u l d  be a mistake.

The o bv i o u s  a l t e r n a t i v e  for  m o n i t o r i n g  this a ct iv i t y  w o ul d  be for 

the S tat e to e s t a bl i s h  a w e l d i n g  board or bu r_a u u nd er  the D e p a r t­

me n t  of Labor. The c i t i z e n r y of the S tate o f  Ala sk a are far more 

a tt u n e d  tow ard  a d ec re a s e  in g o v e r n m e n t  b u r e a u c r a c y  than to create 

a n o t h e r  taxi ng organi zat ion .

The sim ple  e c o n om ic s  of the issue show  that there is no w ay  that 

g o v er n m e n t  can c om p e t e  w i t h  p r iva te i ndu str y to a ttr act  the most  

q u a l i f i e d  personnel. Fo r the State to get into the bu sin ess  of 

po lic ing  the w e l d i n g  i ndustry o t h e r  than in spe cific areas, I think 

w o u l d  be a practical and e c o n o m i c  failure.

W i t h  some ch an g e s  to pol ic y and c on d i t i o n s  o f a pp o i n t m en t,  the 

W e l d i n g  Bo ard  as it is no w c o u l d  be o u r  least c os t l y  and m o s t  e f­

fec t i v e ve h i c l e to guard a ga in s t  any m a j o r  d i r. r ac ti on s  like those 

that pl a g u e d the Al y e s k a P i p e l i n 0 project.

AS -13 779
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Th ank  y o u  for y o u r  time and c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  these views. 

Sinc ere ly,

----

<Johfn P. Rosen

.Quality A s s u r a n c e

Ac t i n g for ARC O Alask a, Inc.

cc: D. F. H a r b o u r  - G o v e r n m e n t  Rel at io ns

B. W ar d  - G o v e r n m e n t  R e la tio ns



A p r i l  4, 1 9 8 2

T e r r y  M a r t i n ,  C h a i r m a n
H o u s e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  P o u c h  V,

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

S u b j e c t :  H o u s e  B i l l  5 9 5 . ..C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  S t a t e  W e l d i n g

B o a r d

M r .  M a r t i n :

I t  h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  m y  a t t e n t i o n  t h e  m e a n s  b e i n g  

u s e d  t o  k i l l  t h e  W e l d i n g  B o a r d ,  is t o  h o l d  i t  i n  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  
a n d  n o t  l e t  i t  g o  t o  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  T h i s  is s i m p l y  
a p o l i t i c a l  p l o y  f o r  y o u  t o  g e t  o f f  t h e  h o o k  a n d  n o t  h a v e  t o  
cor<imit y o u r s e l f  o n  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  m a y  b e  a l i t t l e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  
a n d  c a u s e  y o u  s o m e  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c o m f o r t ,  W e l l  I i n t e n d  t o  m a k e  
i t  k n o w n  t o  as m a n y  o f  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  
v o t e r s  o f  y o u r  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t r i c t  w h a t  is g o i n g  o n  a n d  w h a t  
is a t  s t a k e  h e r e .

It i s  m y  o p i n i o n  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  W e l d i n g  B o a r d  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  l a i d  t h e  g r o u n d  w o r k  f o r  a s a f e r  m o r e  

p h y s i c a l l y  s o u n d  a n d  e c o l o g i c a l l y  s a f e  f u t u r e  f o r  t h i s  state,,
I ’w a s  u n d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  w e  h a d  l e a r n e d  b y  t n e  m i s t a k e s  

a n d . e r n o r s  o f  t h e  o l d e r  s t a t e s  a n d  that i t  w a s  o u r  i n t e n t i o n s  
t o  k e e p  c l e a r  o f  t h e  s a m e  p i t f a l l s .  T h e  n e w s p a p e r s  r e p o r t  
i n c i d e n t s  d a i l y  o f  s t o r a g e  t a n k s  a n d  w a s t e  t a n k s  t h a t  h a v e  
b e e n  b u r i e d  a n d  s p r u n g  l e a k s  c o n t a m i n a t i n g  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s  
f o r  m i l e s  a f f e c t i n g  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  x u i n i n g  t h e  s o i l  f o r  a l o n g  

t i m e .  T h i s  is s o m e t h i n g  w e  c a n  c o n t r o l  i t  m a y  b e  i m p o s s i b l e  
t o  c o m p l e t e l y  s t o p ,  b u t  i t  c a n  b e  a f f e c t i v e l y  r e d u c e d .  T h e  
W e l d i n g  B o a r d  is j u s t  o n e  t o o l  :t o u r  d i p o s a l .  T h e r e  a r e  

M o t h e r  w a y s  a n d  m e a n s  t o  w o r k  a t  t h i s  b u t  w h y  s t o p  s o m e t h i n g  
t h a t  is a l r e a d y  i n  p l a c e  a n d  w o r k i n g ,  l e t ' s  m a k e  it m o r e  
a f £ a < t i v e  l e t ' s  p u t  s o m e  t e e t h  in it.

In t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s  t h e  s t a t e  is g o i n g  t o  r e a l i z e  a l a r g e  
b u i l d i n g  b o o m .  T h e  o u t s i d e  i n t e r e s t s  w i t h  t h e i r  m o n e y  w e l l s  
d r i e d  u p  a r e  a l r e a d y  c o n v e r g i n g  o n  t h i s  s t a t e .  T h e y  s e e  
t h i s  as a o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m a k e  s o m e  f a s t  m o n e y .  It i s n ' t  
t o  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  r e a l l y  g i v e  a d a m n  h o w  w e l l  
b u i l t  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e s  are, b e c a u s e  t h e y  h o p e  b y  t h e  t i m e  
a n y t h i n g  h a p p e n s  t h e y  w i l l  b e  l o n g  g o r e .  I t  r e m a i n s  u p  t o  
us, a n d  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  particjilpr, t o  s e e  t o  i t  
t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  o u r  b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y  i V k e p t  h i g h .



If y o u  a r e  a b l e  t o  k i l l  t h i s  t h e  w a y  y o u  s e e m  t o  p l a n  t o  do, 

w h a t  d o  w e  h a v e  l e f t ?

1. W e  w i l l  h a v e  a b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y  w i t h o u t  a n y  s e t  
s t a n d a r d s  f o r  w e l d i n g  q u a l i t y .  T h e  s t a n d a r d s  w i l l

b e  l e f t  u p  t o  t h e  g o o d n e s s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b u i l d e r s .

2. T h e  o n l y  c o n t r o l  w i l l  b e  i f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  d e s i g n e r  
r e q u e s t s  o r  r e q u i r e s  c e r t a i n  s t a n d a r d s .

3. Y o u  w i l l  o p e n  t h e  d o o r  f o r  u n r e s t r i c t e d  b u i l d i n g  
w i t h o u t  a n y  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .

4. H e r e  w e  a r e  i n  a s t a t e  t h a t  is h i g h l y  a c t i v e  w i t h  
e a r t h q u a k e s  a n d  w e  h a v e  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  l e g i s l a t u r e s  
t h a t  d o n ' t  c a r e  e n o u g h  t o  p a s s  a b i l l  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e .
Y o u  d o n ' t  e v e n  h a v e  t h e  c o u r a g e  o f  y o u r  c o n v i c t i o n s  t o  
c o m e  o u t  a g a i n s t  it, b e c a u s e  y o u  c o u l d n ' t  p r o b a b l y  
h o n e s t l y  j u s t i f y  -them.

S i n c e  I s t a r t e d  w r i t i n g  t h i s  I h a v e  f o u n d  y o u  a r e  n o w  s i t t i n g  
o n  S . B .  75 7 ,  w h i c h  h a s  m a d e  i t  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  H o u s e .  If t h i s  
b i l l  is totjtaly e t o p p e d  b e c a u s e  o f  n o t  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  y o u r  
c o m m i t t e e  I p r o m i s e  I w i l l  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  I c a n  t o  g e t  y o u  o u t  
o f  o f f i c e .  T h i s  is . a p r o m i s b  s i n c e  *• y o u  a r e  a f f e c t i n g  m y  
f u t u r e  a n d  I f e e l  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  s a f e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h i s  
s t a t e .  I c o u l d  h a v e  a l o t  m o r e  r e s p e c t  f o r  y  u r  o p i n i o n  if 
I f e l t  y o u  h a d  one, b u t  t h i s  w a y  o f  h a n d l i n g  i t  is t o  o p i n i o n .
Y o u  h a v e  h e l d  t h i s  u p  f o r  o n e  y e a r ,  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  s o m e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  
w a n t  i t  as t h e  S e n a t e  B i l l  g o t  t h r o u g h .

S i n c e r e l y  ,,

P U l̂ O  t i .
P h i l i p / R .  H u g h e s /
7 8 0 0  D e B a r r  R d .  S p a c e  1 2 8  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4



4211 Cope #3 

Anchorage, A K  99503

February 1, 1982

Representative Terry Martin, Chairman 

Legislative House Labor & Commerce Committee 

Twelfth Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V

Juneau, A K  99811;

Dear Representative Martin and Committee members:

Regarding the upcoming Sunset Legislation on the abolition of the Board of 

Welding Examiners, I would like to make a few comments. I am a State licensed 

welding inspector, and am very much affected by the actions of the board.

I urge you to vote in favor of continuing the Welding Board for several reasons, 

ill eluding': —  ~ " " "

1. It protects the public. Welded construction is utilized in virtually every 

public building, bridge, and other structure. Without a reasonable amount 

of control on welding operations, serious flaws could occur that would 

needlessly endanger lives.

2. It protects the Alaskan inspector. Although some of my colleayes groan 

about having to file for licenses, etc., I feel the Board is to all our 

advantage. It assures that qualified Alaskans get a fair shot at jobs in 

industry, and maintains a minimum stand, d of competence among its 

licensees.

3. It provides tighter control over who is allowed to perform a welding operation 

in Alaska. Many people who presume themselves to be good welders are in fact 

not, and many can and do perform work that endangers lives. By requiring

any person who performs a welding operation to pass an applicable welding 

performance test, as administered by a State approved inspector, better 

control is maintained over the quality of welded construction within our 

s t a t e .

Now, granted, the Board of Welding Examiners is not perfect, nor can it hope to 

please all of the people involved with welding in the state. And, although I 

sense there may be some friction between several prominent members of the Alaskan 

welding community, I feel these problems should be resolved from within. So, 

with your vote to extend the existence of the Welding Board, you shall also be 

voting for the overall safety of the general public.

Sincerely yours,

John D. Phillips 
Certified Welding Inspector
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3201 M o n t c l a i r e  Cc. 

A n c h o r ag e,  A K  995G3 

F eb ru ar y  23, 1982

The H o n o r a b l e T e r r y M a rtin , C hairman 

L a b o r  and C o m m e rc e C om mi tte e 

State House of  R epr es en t a t i ve s 

St ate  Capitol 

Pouch B

June au,  Ala sk a 99811 

Sir:

R e g a r d i n g  HB 5 9 5 * / co nti nu in g the Board of W e l d i n g  Examiners: Let the

sun set on i t L -----

As a past cha i r ma n o f  the Board (1975-1976, du r i ng  the p ipe l i ne  boom), I 

r.ever u n d e r s t o o d  how  it served to p rot ect  the life, safety and w e l f a r e of 

*TTTp~piili 1 ir  } still d n n ' t  h pl iev e that it d e e s . I n  fact, it d oes n't  even 

en s u r e that a small nu mb er  of w e l d i n g  t e ch ni ci an s  will be p rov ide d the 

lu c r a ti ve  l iv el ih o o d  w h i c h seems to be p r o m i se d by the re gul ati ons  

p ro m u l g at ed  by its members.

Civil e n g i n e er s  and archit ect s, owners o f  st ruc tur es,  and co ntr act ors  

g en e r a l l y  are c o g n iz an t of the need for i ns pe ct io n  du r i n g  constru cti on.  The 

A me r i c a n  W e l d i n g  S oc i e t y  has de ve lo p e d  an e x c e l l e n t  p r o ce du re  for qu ali fy in g  

w el d i n g  e xa mi n e r s , and there are several e x c e l l e n t  finns o f f e ri ng  such 

se rvi ces  in Alaska. I'm not co nv in c e d  that w e  w o u l d  even need a statute 

re qui rin g this AWS q ua li f i c a t i o n  b ec au s e  I dou bt if any e ng i n e e r  or 

a rc h i t e c t  w o u l d  risk his reputation by hir ing  an e x a m i ne r  of lesser 

competence. (Inc ide nta lly , v i r t ua ll y  all w e l d i n g  desi gn and we ld i n g  is 

a c c o m pl i s h e d  t hr oug h the use of AWS s p e ci f i c a ti on s . )  W it h far less 

insp e c t i on  t han is e xe r c i s ed  n owadays, t|ip h n i l d i n e s  in A n c h n r a g p  s u r v i ved 
the '64 e a r t h q u a k e  to a r em ar k a ble d egree.

J t r a ng el y  enough, th ere  is no Board r egul ati ng c o n c r e te c on st ruct ion , a 

s ructural s y s te m  of  g re a t e r  c om pl ex i t y  tha n steel, and d e f i n i te ly  m ore 

p rone to d ef i ci e n c i e s  in mater ial , mi xi ng , c o n s t r u c ti on  and, yes , even 

design. Thi s o bs e r v a t i o n  also applie s to lumb er c on st ruc tio n, and 

e s pe c i a l l y  to local ly m a n u f a c t u r e d  w o o d e n  trusses now w i d e l y  used in 

buildings.

My co n c e r n a b out  the very e x i ste nce  of this B oar d is not a sudden whim; I 

en c l o se  (wi thout its enc losures) a copy of a l e tt er  I sent to the Board 

d ur i n g 1977, r e cei pt of w h i c h  was not even acknowl edg ed.



The H o n o r a b l e  T e r r y  M ar tin , Chairman 

F eb r u a r y  23, 1982 

Page Two

In clo sin g, as a pro fessional e n g i n ee r w i t h  27+  y e a r s  e xp e r i e n c e  in Alaska, 

in clu din g the d e si g n  of welded, steel s t ru ct ure s, I see no useful purp ose  in 

the B oa rd of W e l d i n g  Examiners. I rec om me nd  that it be dis continued.

Very t ruly y o u rs

cc: M em b e r s  of the Conimitx.ee

S p e a k e r  of the House, Joe L. Hayes, P.E. 

Se na to r  A r l i s s  Sturgulewski



c / o  Genera l D e l i v e r y  

V a l du Z ,  A l a s k a  9 9686

J a n u a r y  28, 1S77

B oa rd  o f  W e l d i n g  E x am i n e r s

Dept, of  C o m m e r c e  & E c o n o mi c  D e v e l o p m e n t

S t a t e  of  A l a s k a

P ou c h  D

J un e a u , A l a s k a  99811 

G en tl em e n :

I hav e r e v i e w e d  y o u r  p r o p o s e d  a m en d m e n t s  for P ro fe s s i o n a l  and Vocat ion al 

R e g u l a t i o n s ,  C h a p t e r  #72, B o a r d  of W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s .  S o m e  of the 

ch a n g e s  a re  e x c e l l e n t  an d o t he rs  are o f  d u b i o u s  wor th .

12 A A C  7 2 .01 . c e r t i f i c a t e  r e quired. This  is f i n e  in theory. In 

a c t u a l i t y ,  it v.oTl p r o v e  to be a m o n s t r o u s  n i g h t m a r e  and will c o s t  the 

S t a t e  far m o r e  th a n  it's wort h. To a d m i n i s t e r  the p a p e r  w o r k  r e q u i r e d  

will take a f a i r - s i z e d  s t a f f  -- p r o b a b l y  t hr e e  s ta f f s  b e c a u s e  if this 

w e r e  c e n t e r e d  in J un e a u ,  it c o u l d n ' t  ke e p  up w i t h  the w e l d e r s .  Note 

th a t  the p u b l i c  is fed up w i t h  the e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  costs o f  g o v e r n m e n t  

and t ha t  Gov. H a m m o n d  s e ems  to be trying to ke e p  the S t a t e  payroll from 

e x p a nd i n g .

In the p a s t  I h a v e  hel d that the s a f e t y  of  the p u b l i c  ca n be a ss ur e d  

j u s t  as well by r e q u i r i n g  that all w e l d i n g  be do n e  u n d e r  the s u pe r v i s i o n  

of a q u a l i f i e d  w e l d e r  or a w e l d e r  q u a l i f i e r  (as y ou  now d e s i g n a t e  as a 

l i ce n s e d  w e l d i n g  i ns p e c t o r ? ) .  I r e i t e r a t e  tha t this p r o c e d u r e  will be 

j u s t  as e f f e c t i v e  and I b e l i e v e  that it ca n be a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the Board 

and the D i v i s i o n  of  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  w i t h o u t  the a d d i t i o n  of any 

p e r s o n n e l .

12 A A (LZ 2 . 0 4 5 _ ■.. m a i n t a i n i n g  c u r r e n t  ... "(2) the w e l d e r  has been 

c o n t i n u o u s l y  e m p l o y e d  on the w e l d i n g  p ro c e s s  for w h i c h  he is q u a l ifi ed" . 

D o e s n ' t  this c o n t r a d i c t  all c ode s w h i c h  p e r m i t  a p e r i o d  of u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  API 110 4 w h i c h ,  as I recall, e x t e n d e d  the p e r i o d fr o m  90 days 

to a y e a r ?

12 A A C  7 2 . 0 5 5 W e l l i n g  i n s p e c t o r  l i c e n s e  re qu i r e d.  "A p e r s o n  m a y  not 

... i n s p e c t  a w e l d  ng o p e r a t i o n  ... un le ss  he or s he  h ol ds  a c u r r e n t,  

val id  w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r  license."

I a m  e n c l o s i n g  a X er ox c o p y  o f  the A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  c o v e r i n g  l i c e n s i n g  of 

a r c h i t e c t s ,  e n g i n e e r s  and land s u r v e y o r s ,  and I call y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  to 

Sec. 0 8 . 4 8 . 3 4 1 ( 8 )  w h e r e i n  r e g i s t e r e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e n g i n e e r s  are e m p o w e r e d  

to p r a c t i c e  a b r o ad  r a n g e  of w or k,  i n c l u d i n g  "... a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

o b s e r v a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e s , "  and "... d e s i g n



Board of Wei dir, g Examiners (2) January 28, 1977

Y o u r  a m e n d m e n t  is illegal as it a p p l i e s  to p ro f e s s i o n a l  e n g i n e e r s  b e c a u s e  

y o u r  B oa rd  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  the a u t h o r i t y  to p r o m u l g a t e  c h a n g e s  in a ny  

s ta t u t e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in ones w h i c h  are o f  no c o n c e r n  to you .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  e v en  if this r e q u i r e m e n t  w e r e  e n f o r c e a b l e  on an e n g i ne er ,  

it w o u l d  be a p e c u l i a r  c r e a t u r e  o f  law; an e n gi n e e r , in desiguiing a 

s t ru c t u r e ,  d e c i d e s  h o w  its parts will be  f a s t e ne d  t o g e t h e r ;  if w e l d i n g  

is the m e t h o d  s e l e c t e d ,  he then c h oo s e s  the w e l d i n g  pr o c e s s a n d  w h a t e v e r  

c h a n ge s  he m a y  w i s h  to i n c o r p o ra te ;  he a p p r o v e s ,  o r  m a y  eve n s p e c i f y  the 

w e l d i n g  p r o c e d u r e ;  a nd f i n a l l y  he a p p r o v e s  the c o m p l e t e d  w o r !< he may, 

if he is s a t i s f i e d  t ha t he has s u f f i c i e n t  k n o w l e dg e,  e l e c t  to c o n d u c t  

all i n sp e c t i o n  of  the weldinc, h ims elf , or  he m a y  r e t a i n  a q u a l i f i e d  

pe rs on  to p e r f o r m  su ch  work. Note tha t w h e n  an e n g i n e e r  a c c e pt s w'irk, 

it 1S hi s r e p u t a t i o n  a n d  financial f ut u r e s  w h i c h  are at  stake. In 

a n o t h e r  se nse , the e n g i n e e r  w ou ld  be pu t in the p o s i t i o n  of beiing for c e d 

to rel y upon a n o t h e r  par ty,  w h i c h  p a r t y  w o u l d  ha ve  v i r t u a l l y  no l i a b i l i t y  

in the e v e n t  o f  a s tru c t ur al  failure.

12 A A C  7 2 . 0 6 5  R e q u i r e m e n t  for w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r  li cen se.  "(1) be a 

hi g h  school g r a d u a t e  ... e tc." So long as a p e r s o n  is C a p a b l e  of r eadi ng 

an d u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w h a t e v e r  is n e c e s s a r y  to ply  his trade, w h a t  is the 

p u r p o s e  of  this e x t r e m e l y  d e m e a n i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t ?

T h e  B o a r d  sho ul d n ot a d m i n i s t e r  tests th a t  it c om pos es.

12 AAC 7 2 . 1 1 5  D u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of  a w e l d i n g  inspec tor .

"(18) be o b l i g a t e d  to a c t  w i t h  c o m p l e t e  i n t e g r i t y  in p r o f e s s i o n a l  m a t t e r s  

..."As I r e cal l, I sa w an a d v e r t i s e m e n t  in the A n c h o r a g e  T ime s,  several 

m o n t h s  ago, w h e r e i n  a W e l d i n g  I n s t i tu te  s t a t e d  that in a d d i t i o n  to w el d  

t e st i n g , it o f f e r e d  " e n g i n e e r i n g  s e r vi c e s " .  I call the B oa rd ' s  a t t e n t i o n  

to Sec. 0 8 . 4 8 . 2 8 1 ;  p r o h i b i t  p r a c t i c e , o f  the sa m e  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t a t u t e  

c it ad  e ar l ie r .  I s u g g e s t  th at  the B oard  look into this b e c a u s e  it is an

a b s o l u t e  v i o l a t i o n  of the law if that f i r m  is not p r o p e r l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d

as an e n g i n e e r i n g  c o r p o r a t i o n .  A X erox  c o p y  of this a r t i c l e  is e n c lose d. 

S ee  a ls o  Sec. 0 8 . 4 8 . 3 2 1 ,  als o cop ie d a nd  e nc lo sed .

Ve r y  tr uly  y o u r s ,

Jo h n  L. C e r u t t i , P.E.

A l a s k a  820 E

E n cl o s u r e s

cc: B oa rd  o f  A r c h i t e c t s ,  E n g i n e e r s  and

Land S u r v e y o r s  

A l a sk a  S o c i e t y  of  Pr ofe s s i on al  E n g in ee r s  

Rep. Jo e L. H ay es ,  P.E.



C hapter 99. Board o f Welding Exam iners.
Section Section
10- Creslicm xr>d membership o f b ja n l 60. Powers and duties o f the board
20. Term o f o ffice 90. Applicability o f AdminixlraUve
30. Source o f appointment? Procedure Act
40. Remoral from office 100. Expenses
50. Qualifications o f board members 110. Codes
CO Meetings 120. Penalty
70. Quorum

S e c .  0 8 .9 9 .0 1 ,\  C r e a t i o n  a n d  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  b o a r d .  T h e r e  is  c r e a t e d  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  y i e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s ,  c o n s is t in g  o f  s e v e n  m e m b e r s  
a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  i i o v c m o r .  (5  1  c h  1 S 1  S I . A  1 9 6 8 )

B e e .  0 8 .9 9 .0 2 0 .  T e ,* m  o f  o f f i c e .  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  s e r v e  a  t e r m  o f  f iv e  
y e a r s .  H o w e v e r ,  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  f ir s t  a p p o i n t e d ,  o n e  s h a l l  b e  a p p o in t e d  
f o r  a  t e r m  o f  o n e  y e a r , o n e  f o r  t w o  y e a r s ,  o n e  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  o n e  f o r  
f o u r  y e a r s , a n d  t h r e e  f o r  t e r m s  o f  f iv e  y e a r s . (5  1  c h  1 5 1  S L A  1 9 G 8 )

S e e .  0 8 .9 9 .0 3 0 .  S o u r c e  o f  a p p o i n t m e n t s .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o in t  
b o a r d  m e m b e r s  f r o m  a l i s t  o f  p e r s o n s  p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  
o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  W e l d i n g  S o c ie t y  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  S o c ie t y  o f  P r o f e s s io n a l  
E n g i n e e r s  a n d  s u b m it t e d  a t  le a s t  3 0  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  e x p ir a t io n  o f  a  t e r m  
a n d  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  6 0  d a y s  afte r  a  v a c a n c y  o c c u r s  i n  a n  u n c x p ir c d  t e r m . T h e  
l i s t  s h a l l  c o n t a i n  n o t  le a s  t h a n  t w o  r e c o m m e n d e d  c a n d id a t e s  f o r  e a c h  
i p p o i n l m c n L  T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  m a k e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  w it h in  3 0  d a y s  
a f t e r  r e c e iv in g  t h e  l is t .  (9  1  c h  1 6 1  S L A  1 9 6 8 ;  a m  5  1  o h  1 6 1  i i  L A  1 9 7 0 )

S e e .  0 8 .9 9 .0 4 0 . R e m o v a l  f r o m  o f f i c e .  E a c h  m e m b e r  h o l d s  o f f i c e  a t  
t h e  p le a s u r e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  n o t w it h s t a n d in g  t h e  m e m b e r ' s  t e r m . (5  1 
c lt  1 5 1  S L A  1 9 6 8 )

S e c .  0 8 .9 9 .0 5 0 .  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  b o a r d  m e m b e r s .  E a c h  m e m b e r  o f  
D i e  b o a r d  a h u l l  b e  a  c i t i i e n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  a  r c a i d e n l  o f  t h e  
i t l a l o .  A t  le a s t  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e  p e r s o n s  w it h  e n g i n e e r in g  d e g r e e s  
o r  r e g is t r a t io n  a s  a n  e n g i n e e r  a n d  e a c h  e n g i n e e r  m e m b e r  a h a l l  h a v e  a t  
le a s t  f iv e  y e a r *  e n g i n e e r in g  e x p e r ie n c e  A l l  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  h a v e  
c x t e n s iv o  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  w e l d in g .  (9  1  c h  1 6 1  S L A  1 9 6 8 ;  a m  i  2  c h  1 6 1  
S L A  1 9 7 0 )

S e c .  0 8 .9 9 .0 6 0 .  M e e t i n g s .  T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  m e e t  a t  le a a t  o n c e  a  y e a r .  
(6  t c h  1 6 1  S I A  1 9 6 8 )

S e e .  0 8 .9 9 .0 7 0 .  Q u o r u m .  A  m a jo r it y  o f  t h e  b u a r t l  c o n s t it u t e s  a  
q u o r u m .  (9  1  c h  1 5 1  S L A  I 9 G H )

B e r .  O H .9 9 .O H O . P o w e r s  a n d  d u t ie s  o f  t h e  b o a r d .  <a) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l
( 1 )  e s t a b l is h  a n d  p r o m u l g a t e  r u le s  a n d  r e g u l a t io n s  c o n c e r n in g  

c e r t i f ic a t io n  o f  w e ld e r s  i n  t h e  s la t e ;
( 2 )  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  d e f in e  c e r t l .  r a t io n  t e s t s  a s  t h e y  a p p l y  t o  v a r io u s  

t y p o s  a n d  c a t e g o r ie s  o f  w o r k  d i  i n  o: f o r  t h e  s t a l e ;
( 3 )  w o r k  w it h  f e d o r c .'  p r iv a t e  a g e n c ie s  a n d  s p e c i f y in g  s p g in e e r a  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  u n i f o r m  t e s t in g  a n d  f o r t i f y i n g  m e t h o d s  f o r  a l l  v ' s ld c r s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a le ;

(4 )  w o r k  w it l i  f e d e r a l  a g e n c ic n  a n d  t h e  a g e n c ie s  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  u .  
e s t a b l i s h  r a c lp r o e ? *  > g r e c m c n t a ;

( 6 )  s e t  u p  c r it e , t a n d  d e f in e  1‘X jK 'rio nn ; a n d  d o c u m e n t a r y  
r e q u ir e m e n t s  w h ic h  m a y  b e  a c c e p t e d  i n  l i e u  o f  p h y s ic a l  c e r t i f ic a t io n  
t e a t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ;

( 6 )  s e t  t h e  f e e s  f o r  t h e  w e ld e r  c e r t i f ic a t io n  t e s t a ,

-8-
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(7 )  e x a m i n e ,  c e r t i f y ,  a n d  r e n e w  t h e  c e r t i f ic a t io n  o f  q u a l i f i e d  
a p p l ic a n t s ;

l>9 )  k e e p  a  r e c o r d  o f  it s  p r o c e e d in g s ,  a n d  s u b m it  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  
g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  l e g is la t u r e ;

( 9 )  p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t io n s  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  w e ld s  a n d  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  w e ld e r s  r e q u ir e d  i n  s p e c if ic  a r e a s  o f  in d u s t r y  a n d  
c o n s t r u c t io n  a n d  d e s ig n a t e  r e p o r t in g  p r o c e d u r e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c e r t if y  
c o m p l ia n c e  w it h  t h e s e  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s ;

( 1 0 )  d e s ig n a t e  a n d  a p p r o v e  p e r s o n s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  a d m in is t e r  w e l d in g  
t e s t s , a n d  d e s ig n a t e  a n d  a p p r o v e  s h o p s ,  la b o r a t o r ie s ,  o r  o t h e r  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t e s t in g  c o u p o n s  a n d  w e ld m e n t s .

( b )  T h e  b o a r d  m a y  r e q u e s t  t e c h n ic a l  p e r s o n n e l  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  L a b o r  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  r e v ie w in g  a n d  a n a l y i i n g  r e p o r t s  a n d  m a y  
r e q u e s t  f i e ld  i n s p e c t io n  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a s s u r in g  
c o m p l ia n c e  w it h ,  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t io n s ,  r u le s  a n d  o r d e r s  
p r o m u lg a t e d  u n d e r  9 9  1 0  —  1 1 0  o f  t h is  c h a p t e r .  (9  1  c h  1 5 1  S I . A  1 9 6 8 ;  
a m  5 9  3  —  5  e h  1 5 1  S L A  1 9 7 0 )

S e c .  0 8 .9 9 .0 9 0 .  A p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t iv e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t .  T h e  
b o a r d  s h a l l  c o m p l y  w it h  t h e  A d m in is t r a t iv e  P r o c e d u r e  A c t  ( A S  4 4 .6 2 ) . 
(9  1  c h  1 S I  S L A  1 0 6 8 )

S e c .  0 8 .9 9 . 1 0 0 .  E x p e n s e s .  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  a r e  e n t it le d  t o  t h e  
p e r  d ie m  a n d  t r a v e l e x p e n s e s  a l l o w e d  b y  la w . (9  1  c h  1 6 1  S L A  1 9 6 8 )

S e c .  0 8 .9 9 . 1 1 0 .  C o d e * .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r ic a  S t a n d a r d s  
In s t i t u t e  C o d e s  l is t e d  b e lo w  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  p i p i n g  c o d e s  f o r  t h e  
s t a t e :

( 1 )  B  3 1 . 1 . C  —  I9 G 7  p o w e r  p i p i n g ;
( 2 )  D 3 1 . 2  —  1 9 6 8  f u e l  g a s  p i p i n g ;
( 3 )  B  3 1 . 8  —  1 9 6 8  g a s  t r a n s m is s io n  a n d  d is t r ib u t io n  p i p i n g  s y s t e m ;
(4 ) B 3 1 . 3  —  1 9 G 6  p e t r o le u m  r c f j n i n g  p i p i n g ;
(6 )  B 3 1 . 4  —  1 9 6 6  a n d  B  3 1 . 4 a —  1 9 6 8  l i q u i d  p e t r o le u m  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  

p i p i n g  s y s t e m s .  (9  6  c h  1 5 1  S 1 . A  1 9 7 0 )

Itevlxor'x nut* 11*101. — Fur copies o f 31. 10 ta x i 40l)i Street, New York. New 
Uic codex re fe rre d la in  ASOH 99.110, writ* York 100IG 
(othe U S A S la n d ird i In stitu te , O p t. PR

8 e c .  0 8 .9 9 . 1 2 0 .  P e n n l t y .  A  p e r s o n  w h o  v io lu t e s  a  r e g u l a t io n  a d o p t e d  
u n d e r  49 1 0  —  1 1 0  o f  t i l ls  c h a p t e r  is  g u i l t y  o f  a  m i s d e m e a n o r  a n d  u p o n  
c o n v ic t io n  is  p u n ia h u b l A  b y  a  f i n e  o f  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5 0 0 . (9  7  c h  1 5 1  S L A  
1 9 7 0 )
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Board or 
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B OA RD  OF W E L D I N G  EX AM IN E R S  

AS  08 99 - 7 mem ber s; 5 y e a r  term; ser ves  at the p l e a s u r e  of the 

Governor.

c/ u-% ?* t* tu  \\iu j n ;

Don Delk D ec e m b e r  16, 1985

SR A Box 372-C 

An cho ra ge ,  Ala s k a 99507 

3 4 4 - 6 7 6 0  (home)

7 52 -5 10 8  (work)

Ph il i p  D a v i s , D e c e m b e r  16, 1983 

986'vNorth Co ppe t Street 

Fairba nks , "laska 99701 

4 5 2 - 3 3 10  (home)

4 52 - 7 95 4 (work)

J.C. W i n g f i el d D e c e m b e r  16, 1983

495 Sp ruc ew oo d  Road 

Fa irbanks, A l as k a  99701 

4 79 -6 50 8  (home)

47 9-6 22 2 or 4 7 9 - 4 1 5 4  (work)

Goer ge A. Fox D ec e m b e r  16, 1983

Union Chemical Di vis ion  

Box 575

Kenai, Alaska 99611

766-8121 (work) . /

2  3  Q  ~P>c*n P /h ~  M ' ' 1' -
Kenneth C. Lomax ' "  ' s - ' A t f l  D e c e m be r 16, 1985

Arco Oil & Gas C om p a n y  yf»{£’,-A /  ' ^  @1
General E n gi n e e r i n g  '

P.O. Box 6015 

Anchor age , A la s k a  99502 

659-2821 (work)

Peter M ill ar

4047 Kin gst on Drive 
A n c h o r a g e , A l a sk a 9 9504  

333- 401 6 (work)

De c e m b e r  16, 1984

Do nal d L oc kma nId Lockman (chariman) „,, / /£.- /  .,*> J  (v^c^Oecerriber 16, 1981

- 2 2 -



W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R S  L I C E N S E D  F O R  

1 9 8 1  - 1 9 8 2

# 0 0 5 8
J o h n  H. B a l c h  

9 4 5  W. "J"
J e n k s ,  Ok. 7 4 0 3 7

# 0 1 0 0
H a r r y  F. B a r n e s  

P. 0. B o x  9 0 7  
K e n a i ,  Ak. 9 9 6 1 1

# 0 1 5 7
R o b e r t  0. B e a d l e s  I I I  
3 0 2 1  D a v i s  R o a d  
F a i r b a n k s ,  Ak. 9 9 7 0 1

# 0 1 7 1
L a r r y  G. B e l l
2 4 4  A v e . ,  L o b e i r o  #3
S a n  C l e m e n t e ,  C a  9 2 6 7 2

# 0 1 5 8
B o b b y  J. B e n n e t t
P. 0. B o x  5 5 1
N e w  R o a d s ,  La. 7 0 7 6 0

# 0 1 8 6
R i c h a r d  J. B i c k l e  
9 4 1 0  K y l i e  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 2

# 0 1 4 0
W i l l i a m  C. B i d d y  
•5300 Cypress. P a i n t  Dr. 

M o n r o e ,  L a  7 1 2 0 3

# 0 1 6 3
R o b e r t  J. B o u c h e r  

S t a r  R o u t e  P o t o m a c  
B o n n e r ,  Mt. 5 9 8 2 3

# 0 1 9 4
E u g e n e  H. B r a d b u r n  
1 4 6 3  R i m r o c k  
R i c h l a n d ,  W a  9 9 3 5 2

# 0 1 1 3
W i l l i a m  G. B r i s t e r  

3 0 2 1  P l a c e r  C i r c l e  
E a g l e  R i v e r ,  Ak. 9 9 5 7 7

# 0 0 7 3
J o h n  E. B u r n s  
P. 0. B o x  3 - 3 5 5  
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 1

# 0 1 9 5

J o h n  E. B u r n s
6 9 1 7  O l d  S e w a r d  H w y
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 2

# 0 0 8 7
G e n e  P. C a p r a  
5 0 2 9  M i d w a y  R o a d  

D u l u t h ,  M N  5 5 8 1 1

# 0 1 3 7
D e l b e r t  G. C e d e r b e r g  

2 7 3 0  E a s t  5 0 t h  A v e .  
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 7

# 0 1 4 8
R o g e r  D. C h a l i n e
3 3 1  N o r t h  W a s h i n g t o n  P l a c e

K e n n e w i c k ,  W a  9 9 3 3 6

# 0 1 3 4
G e o r g e  E. C h a n e y  /

5 1 9  E. 8 t h  P l a c e  
K e n n e w i c k ,  W a  T 9 3 3 6

# 0 1 9 8
J o n  C. C h i t t e n d e n  
P. 0. B o x  1 0 - 3 0 1  
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 1 1

# 0 0 9 2

D e n n i s  W. C l a r k  
2 3 7 0 7  V i a  L u p o n a  
V a l e n c i a ,  C a  9 1 3 5 5

# 0 1 7 2
J o h n  L. C o o l e y  
5 2 8 3  W i l l a m e t t e  
B o i s e ,  I d a h o  8 3 7 0 r.

# 0 1 0 3
E l d o n  L. C r i s w e l l ,  Jr.
366 C h e r r y  St.
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 4

# 0 1 9 7
V a l l i e  E. C r u s e  
S R  B o x  3 0 6 5 3  
F a i r b a n k s ,  Ak. 9 9 7 0 1

# 0 1 5 3
D a r r e l l  F r a n k  D a v i s  
44 O a k  M e a d o w s  Rd. 
O a k v i l l e ,  W a  9 8 5 6 8



# 0 1 6 6

P a u l  E. D e a n  

c / o  M o r r i s - K n u d s o n  
P o u c h  H D e a d h o r s e  

F a i r b a n k s ,  Ak. 9 9 7 0 1

# 0 0 1 4

D o n  D e l k
B o x  3 7 2 - C  S R A

A n c h o r a g e ,  A k .  9 9 5 0 7

# 0 1 5 6
R o b e r t  P. D e L o n g  

3 0 3  G a g e  B l v d . # 2 0 5  

R i c h l a n d ,  W a  9 9 3 5 2

# 0 1 0 2
D a v i d  H. D e r r e r  

1 0 1 2  P o t l a t c h  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A k .  9 9 5 0 3

# 0 1 8 2

R i c h a r d  J. D e w e y  
306 B e r n a r d  
R i c h l a n d ,  W a  9 9 3 5 2

# 0 1 6 5
O t i s  D. D i c k i n s o n  
P. 0. B o x  5 
P r e s c o t t ,  W a  9 9 3 4 8

# 0 0 5 6
T h o m a s  R. D i l l o n  

P. 0. B o a  2 4 2 - A  Rt. #3 
S a p u l p a ,  Ok. 7 4 0 6 6#0121
L y l e  W. D u n s t o n  
1 8 3 5  L a u r a  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A k .  9 9 5 0 4

# 0 1 1 9
M i c h a e l  E. E l l i n g b o e  
5 0 2 9  C h e s s  D r i v e  

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 4

# 0 1 3 1
B e n n y  Janu s E n g l a n d  

6 6 8 6  E a s t  H a r v e y  A v e n u e  
T e r i s n o ,  C a  9 3 7 2 7

# 0 0 9 0

E l t o n  T, Enq?.ion 
5 8 0 3  P i n e w i U . e  D r i v e  
H o u s t o n ,  Tx. 7 7 0 6 6

# 0 1 4 2

K e n n e t h  H. F e r d i a n e l l i  

523 W. O l i v e  

M o n r a v i a ,  C a  9 1 0 1 6

# 0 0 7 6

J a c k  F i e l d s  
40 A d e l i n e  D r i v e  

W a l n u t  C r e e k ,  C a  9 4 5 9 6

# 0 1 6 9

D a n n y  L. F i n s t a d  

P. 0. B o x  1 1 0  
Portland,- Tx. 7 8 3 7 4

# 0 1 8 5

M i c h a e l  L. F l e m i n g  
1 6 3 0  C h e r r y  L a n e  
R i c h l a n d ,  W a  9 9 3 5 2

# 0 1 3 3
L e r o y  F o u n t a i n  

3 5 0 5  M a g n o l i a  D r i v e  
A l a m e d a ,  C a  9 4 5 0 1

# 0 0 7 2

G e o r g e  A. F o x  
B o x  5 7 5

K e n a i ,  Ak. 9 9 6 1 1  /

# 0 1 0 9
U l i s i s  F r a n c o  
F l u o r  A l a s k a  

P. 0. B o x  7 4 5 3 0  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A k .  9 9 7 0 1

# 0 0 8 5
R o n a l d  C. G a r r e t t  
G e n e r a l  D e l i v e r y  
T a l k e e t n a ,  Ak. 9 9 6 7 6

# 0 0 6 5
H o w a r d  S . G o c h e
P. 0. B o x  2 2 1

E a g l e  R i v e r ,  A k .  9 9 5 7 7

# 0 1 4 7
M e l v i n  J. G o t h a m  

2 1 2 0  D u p o r t a i l  St. #3 
R i c h l a n d ,  W a  9 9 3 5 2

# 0 0 9 9
K e n n e t h  A. G r a y s o n  

22 C a r r i a g e  D r i v e  
E n t f i e l d ,  Ct. 0 6 0 8 2

# 0 1 7 5
R o g e r  N. G r e n i e r  

M o r r i s o n - K n u d s o n  Co.
P. 0  B o x  M K  • 

T u l l a h o m u ,  T e n n .  3 7 3 8 8

# 0 1 7 8

T h o m a s  W. H a l e c k i  

1 7 2 7  W. 1 7 t h



#0112
J a m e s  W. H a r r i s  

B o x  9 5 6
S o l d o t n a ,  Ak. 9 9 6 6 9  

# 0 1 8 9
R o l f  H e l l e
3 1 1 6  M a d i s o n  W a y

A n c h o r a g e ,  A k .  9 9 5 0 4

# 0 0 5 7
A l b e r t  C. H i n e s  
3 0 7 1  R i v e r v i e w  D r i v e  

F a i r b a n k s ,  Ak. 9 9 7 0 1

# 0 1 7 3
J o h n  F. H o f m a n  

2 5 2 5  G a r v i n  A v e .  
R i c h m o n d ,  C a  9 4 8 0 4

# 0 1 4 5
W i l l i a m  R. H o l t  
5 4 3 6  D a r b i a n d t  St. #3 
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 2

# 0 0 8 6
J o h n  W. H o p p
1 6 2 3  H a r n e y  S t r e e t
O m a h a ,  N e b r a s k a  6 8 1 0 2

# 0 0 7 0
K e n t  D. H u e y  
S R A  3 o x  3 0 4 — 11 
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 7

# 0 1 2 8
E d w a r d  M. H u n t  
Rt. 1, B o x  90 
Inglesi.de, Tx. 7 8 3 6 2

# 0 1 7 7
D a v i d  L. I n g r a m  

Q  S I P. 0. B o x  3 3 3 0  
O m a h a ,  N e b r a s k a  6 8 1 C 3

# 0 1 8 4
J o h n  J a m e s o n  
6 0 1  W. 3 2 n d  # 7 A  
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 3

# 0 1 9 3
S a m u e l  D. J e n n i n g s  

5 0 2 3  1 8 t h  St. N.
A p t .  80
P h o e n i x ,  Ar. 8 5 0 1 6

# 0 1 4 9

J a m e s  R. J o n a s  
S t a r  Rt. B o x  1 3 4 0  
A n c h o r  P o i n t ,  A k .  9 9 5 5 6

# 0 1 9 0
D a n n y  L. K e c k  
P. 0. B o x  6 1 0 0 3  

F a i r b a n k s ,  Ak. 9 9 7 0 1

# 0 1 8 7
J a m e s  I. K i n g r e a

S. R. 1 0 3 6 3  
F a i r b a n k s ,  Ak. 9 9 7 0 1

# 0 1 7 6
N e i l  J. L a w l e r  
B o x  3 5 2 5  R o u t e  #3 
• K e n n e w i c k ,  W a  9 9 3 3 6

# 0 1 2 3
D a n  F. L i n g e r  
c / o  S o h i o  P e t r o l e u m  Co. 

P o u c h  6 - 6 1 2  
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 2#0122
M i c h a e l  I. L i n g e r  
8 6 7  E. D o u g l a s  R o a d  
B e l l i n g h a m ,  W a  9 8 2 2 5

# 0 0 2 5
D o n a l d  M. L o c k m a n  

8 2 3 5  E n d i c o t t  St. 
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 2

# 0 0 5 5
K. C. L o m a x  
6 2 3 0  D u n b a r  L a n e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 4

# 0 0 9 5
P a u l  W. L o t t  
P. 0. B o x  7 4 5 9 8  
F a i r b a n k s ,  Ak. 9 9 7 0 7

# 0 1 9 6
A l f r e d  L. L o w e n b e r g  
P. O. B o x  5 6 2 2 8  
H o u s t o n ,  Tx. 7 7 0 2 7

# 0 1 4 6
J o s e p h  E. M a d d e n  

312 S a u t t e r  Dr. 
C o r a p a l i s ,  Pa. 1 5 1 0 8



# 0 0 6 7
J o h n  N. M a l t e r s  

118 C e d a r  S t r e e t  

B a k e r s f i e l d ,  C a  9 3 3 0 4

# 0 1 5 2

L a r r y  B. M a r e c e k  
4 4 3 0  3 9 t h  A v e .  N. E. 
S a l e m ,  O r e g o n  9 7 3 0 3

# 0 0 8 4

M a r k  C. N a r m e s  
2 8 4 5  I r o q u a i s  A v e .  
L o n g  B e a c h ,  C a  9 0 8 1 5

# 0 0 0 8
T h o m a s  M a r t i n  
1 1 0 7  W. 5 3 r d  

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 2

# C I 5 4
M i c h a e l  L. M e a d  
2 0 1  D o u g l a s  
R i c h l a n d ,  W a  9 9 3 5 2

# 0 0 5 9

B i l l i e  M. M i d d l e t o n  
3 3 1 1 5  - 33 Av e .  S. W. 
F e d e r a l  W a y ,  W a  9 8 0 0 3#0001
P e t e r  M i l l a r
4 0 4 7  K i n g s t o n  D r i v e

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 4

# 0 0 1 3
B e n  A. M i s k i m e n s  

1 2 3 9  S. H e u e n  D r i v e .  
T a c o m a ,  W a  9 8 4 0 5

# 0 1 0 7
J u l i u s  J. M i s p a g e l  
P. 0. B o x  2 8 0 4  

F a i r b a n k s ,  Ak. 9 9 7 0 7

# 0 1 1 7

P a u l  R. M o l i n o  
B o x  454
G i r d w o o d ,  Ak. 9 9 5 8 7  

# 0 1 2 5

C l a u d e  H. M o r r i s ,  Jr. 
P. 0. B e x  5 4 6  
G i r d w o o d ,  Ak. 9 9 5 C 7

# 0 1 3 9

J o h n  F. M u r p h y ,  III 

1 8 3 5  S. B r a g a w ,  M S  557 

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 1 2

# 0 0 6 4

P a u l  J. M c B r a y e r

!RFD #3 B o x  7 9 5

B r o k e n  A r r o w ,  Ak. 7 4 0 1 2

# 0 1 4 3

J o n a t h a n  D. M c G r a w  
5 1 0 6  E l  S i g u n d o  B l v d ;  
H a w t h o r n e ,  C a  9 0 2 5 0

# 0 0 8 8
C h a s .  H. N i c k o l s o n  
1 1 7 6  P u t n a m  D r i v e  

C h a p i n ,  S. C. 2 9 0 3 6

# 0 1 1 5

F r a n k  E. N o b l e  
B o x  703

S t e r l i n g ,  Ak. 9 9 6 7 2  

# 0 0 8 9
D o u g l a s  A. O l s o n  
B o x  8 2 8 4  N C B  

K e n a i ,  Ak. 9 9 6 1 1

# 0 0 5 4
W i l l i a m  P a r i s h  

Rt. 2 B o x  144 
M a d i l l , Ok. 7 3 4 4 6

# 0 0 7 9

G e r a l d  II. P a r k  
S R A  1621-11

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 7  

# 0 1 7 9

C h a r l e s  N. P a u l u s
4 0 1  S o u t h  K e n t u c k y  #37
E a s t  W e n a t c h e e ,  W a  9 8 8 0 1

# 0 1 0 8
J a y  M. P e t t y
RT 1 P. 0. B o x  2 0 1
E l g i n ,  A r .  8 5 6 1 1

# 0 0 6 2

T i m  K. P i n e  
B o x  608

A n c h o r a g e ,  A k .  9 9 5 1 0



# 0 1 6 4
C l a i r  C. R a n d a l l  
1 3 1 0  W. S t a t e  
B o i s e ,  I d a h o  8 3 7 0 2

# 0 0 3 8
T h o m a s  C. R e e d  

P. 0. E o x  1 2 5 8 5  

H o u s t o n ,  Tx. 7 7 0 1 7

# 0 1 2 7

J o h n  H. R e i n e r  
l 0 6 0 8 - 2 5 t h  S. W.

S e a t t l e ,  W a  * 3 1 4 6

# 0 1 9 1
D i e g o  D. R e s e n d e z  

9 0 5  M u l d o o n  Rd. S p  A - 7 1  

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 4

# 0 1 1 4

J o h n  P. R o s e n  
S R A  B o x  303 
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 7

# 0 0 5 3
L a w r e n c e  R u s s e l l  

816 B e t t y  S t r e e t  
F a i r b a n k s ,  Ak. 9 9 7 0 1

# 0 1 1 8  
E u g e n e  J. S a z a m a
I. 0. B o x  5 6 2  

S o l d o t n a ,  Ak. 9 9 6 6 9

# 0 1 3 0

J a m e s  A. S c h o o l e y ,  Jr.
P. 0. B o x  6 1 0 5  c / o  A r c o  K u p a r u k  

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 2#0012
G l e n n  E. S e e b e r  
S t a r  Rt.
J a n e s v i l l e ,  C a  9 6 1 1 4  

# 0 1 8 3
L a r r y  L. S h u l l  
S t a r  Rt. 1 B o x  1 2 0 5  
K e n a i ,  Ak. 9 9 6 1 1

# 0 1 8 0
F r a n k  J. S i l v a  
3466'. C a l c u t t a  D r i v e  
F r e m o n t ,  C a  9 4 5 3 6#0110
J o h n  S k a m a r o c i u s  

6 4 3 0  E. 8 th Ave.

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 4

# 0 0 9 8

G e o r g e  F. S m i t h  
P. 0. B o x  1 5 7 2 - 1  

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 7

# 0 0 6 6

C a r l  R. S n y d e r  
8 6 2 1  E. 1 7 t h  

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 4

# 0 1 8 8

D o n a l d  L. S p a h r  

5 5 7 1  K e n n y h i l l  Dr. 

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 4

# 0 1 6 8
- L a r r y  A. S p o r t s m a n  

3 8 3 7  L i n d a  V i s t a  L' e 

C o l o r a d o  S p r i n g s ,  I. j. 8 0 9 0 7

# 0 1 5 1

J e f f r e y  S t a d h e i m  
P. 0 . • B o x  5 7 5  

K e n a i ,  A k .  9 9 6 1 1  f

# 0 1 0 5

H e r m a n  D. S t a n d r i d g e  
1 6 0 0  A l i o  A v e .  L o t  # 2 1 1  
M a r r e r o ,  L a  7 0 0 7 2

# 0 1 3 6

D e l m a r  M. S t e p h e n s  
22 M e n o s s e  C o u r t  

V a l l e j o ,  C a  9 4 5 9 0

# 0 1 5 9
G r e g o r y  R. S w a n k  

c / o  A r c o  K u p a r u k  
P. 0. B o x  6 1 0 5  

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 2

# 0 1 2 0

A l l e n  T h i b o d e a u x  
. R T  1 B o x  249 

G i b s o n ,  L a  7 0 3 5 6

# 0 1 5 0
N o r m a n  W. T h o r n t o n  
1 5 0 9  Mt. F r a z i e r  D r i v e  

S a n  J o s e ,  C a  9 5 1 2 7

# 0 1 3 8
J o e l  W. T r a x l e r  
B o x  2 2 9 6
S i t k a ,  Ak. 9 9 8 3 5



# 0 1 7 0

D a v i d  L. V a n c e  
3 1 5 3  I t h a c a  A v e n u e

B o i s e ,  I d a h o  8 3 7 0 9  

# 0 1 7 4

P a u l  R. V a n  N i e l  
P. 0. B o x  5 0 0 5  
F r e m o n t ,  C a  9 4 5 3 8

# 0 1 9 2

J o h n  W. V a n  N o r m a n ,  Jr. 

1 3 2 1  E d i n b u r g h  Ct. 
C o n c o r d ,  C a  9 4 5 1 8

# 0 1 6 2
J e r r y  R. V o i g h t  
P. 0. B o x  1 2 3 3  

V a l d e z ,  A k .  9 9 6 8 6

# 0 1 3 5
W a l t e r  W. V o i g h t  

B o x  1 2 3 3
V a l d e z ,  Ak. 9 9 6 8 6  

# 0 0 8 1
F r e d  L. W a l k e r  

P. 0. B o x  1 1 5  
L u f k i n ,  Tx. 7 5 9 0 1

# 0 1 0 6
R a n d y  S. W a r d
7 4 4 0  O l d ' H a r b o r  Rd.

A n c h o r a g e -  Ak. 9 9 5 0 4

# 0 1 4  4

S t u a r t  E. W a s s o n  
l r 55 N e l c h i n a  #1 

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 1

# 0 0 7 5
B r u c e  D. W e i s m a n  
P. O, B o x  4 - 1 6 4 3  

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 9

# 0 0 6 1
R o b e r t  T. W i s e  
5 3 0 1  T r e n a  S t r e e t  
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 7



WELDING INSPECTORS LICENSED FOR

1C 3 1 - 1 9  82

# 0 1 2 4
C h a r l e s  R. B r a s h e a r s  

6 4 2 7  H i l l c r o f t  # 1 0 1 0  
H o u s t o n ,  T e x a s  7 7 0 8 1

# 0 1 9 9
G o r d o n  B. J a m e s

3 3 4 2  W. M o n t e  V i s t a  R o a d
P h o e n i x ,  A r i z o n a  8 5 0 0 9

# 0 2 0 2
R a l p h  M. M o n t g o m e r y  

P. 0. B o x  1 1 7 3  
C h i n o o k ,  M o n t a n a  5 9 5 2 3

#0200
A n t h o n y  M. M o r a l e s  

1 7 8 5  F o r t u n a  A v e .
P a c i f i c  B e a c h ,  C a  9 2 1 0 9

# 0 1 3 2

S a m u e l  I. R o g e r s  
# 4 5 - 7 8 0 0  D e b a r r  

A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 4

# 0 0 7 1
D o n  D. S t a t t e r  

3 6 !51 M c G i n n i s  Dr.
J u n e a u ,  Ak. 9 9 8 0 1

# 0 2 0 1
N o l a n  D. S t u c k i  
R t  6 B o x  2 7 0
I d a h o  F a l l s ,  I d a h o  8 3 4 0 1  

# 0 2 0 3
J o h n  D. W a r d  

B o x  9 7 7
W a s i l l a ,  A k .  9 9 6 8 7  

# 0 1 5 5
R o b e r t  M. W e b e r  

4 3 3 4  S p e n a r d  R o a d  #6 
A n c h o r a g e ,  Ak. 9 9 5 0 3



STATE OF ALASKA 
Department of Commerce and Economic Development 

Division o f Occupational Licensing 
Pouch D 

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0800

BOARD OF WELDING EXAMINERS APPLICATION FOR STATE WELDING
INSPECTORS LICENSE

THIS APPLICATION MUST BE COMPLETED IN FULL/TYPE IN INK A LL INFORMATION.

12 AAC 72.055. WELDING INSPECTOR LICENSE REQUIRED. A person may not test a welder for the 
purpose of issuing a welder qualification certificate or inspect a welding operation in the state in which 
weldment failure would involve hazard to  life or property unless he or she l.olds a current valid welding 
inspector license.

Name........................................ ..... .......................................................................................................................................
Last First M.l.

Residence Address______________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip

Mailing Address   -------— ------------
City State Zip

Date o f B ir th ____________________________ Social Security No_______________________________________

Phone Number: { ) --------------------------------------------

In support o f my application, I am submitting the fallowing credentials to !he Board of Welding Examiners: 

ORIGINAL APPLICATION................................................................................................$50.00

1. Copy o f AWS QCI Certiiicate attached: □  Yes □  No

2. Proof o f ALL Position Welding Qualification attached: □  Yes □  No

BIENNIAL RENEWAL APPLICATION............................................................................ $50.00

1. Copy o f AWS QCI Certificate attached: □  Yes □  No 

OR

2. Proof o f ALL Position Welding Qualification attached: □  Yes □  No 

AND

3. Evidenc; of employment as a Welding Inspem r attached: □  Yes □  No 

Certificate (License) Number______________________________

I .ereby certify that the above information is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.

Applicant's Signature

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME, A  NOTARY PUBLIC, IN AND FOR THE STATE OF 
______________________________ TH IS ____________ DAY O F __________________________19 _

Notary Public
My commission expires:__________________________

(A witness may sign in lieu o f a Notary Public or U.S. Postmaster in areas where neither are available. A witness 
w ill include his or her address and indicate that neither a Notary Public nor U.S. Postmaster are available.)

Witness:

Address:
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CHAPTER 72.
BOARD OF WELDING EXAMINERS

Article
1. Codes

(12 AAC 7 2 .005 -12  AAC 72.010)
2. Wtlders

(12 AAC 7 2 .015 -12  AAC 72.045)
3. Welding Inspectors

(12 AAC 7 2 .050 -12  AAC 72.125)
4. General Provisions

(12 AAC 7 2 .899 -12  AAC 72.900)

ARTICLE 1.
CODES

Section
5. Rating for welders

10. (Repealed)

12 AAC 72.005. RATING FOR WELDERS. 
Ratings for welders shall be governed by the 
code requirements in the job  specifications. In 
the absence o f code requirements, welders shall 
be certified in accordance with the applicable 
American Welding Society Code. (Eff. 8/21/78, 
Reg. 67)

A uthority: AS 08 .99.080(a)(l)A2) and (9)

12 AAC 72.010. CERTIFICATE REQUIRED. 
Repealed 8/21/78.

ARTICLE 2.
WELDERS

Section
15. Welder qualification certificate required
20.- (Repealed)
25. Requirements for welder qualification 

certificate
30. (Repealed)
35. Welder qualification certificate issued
40. (Repealed)
45. Requirements for maintaining a current 

welder qualification certificate

12 AAC 72.015. WELDER QUALIFICATION 
CERTIFICATE REQUIRED. A person may not 
perform a welding operation in the state for 
compensation, in which the failure o f the wcld- 
ment would involve hazard to life or property 
or cause economic loss, unless he or she holds a 
current, valid welder qualification certificate

in the appropriate rating. (Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67; 
am 12/10/81, Reg. 80)

A uthority: AS 08.99.080(a)(1),(2),(5) and (9)

12 AAC 72.020. DURATION AND RE­
NEWAL. Repealed S/21/78.

12 AAC 72.025. REQUIREMENTS FOR 
WELDER QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE
(a) Testing o f welders shall be done under the 
direct supervision o f a licensed welding 
inspector.

(b) An applicant for a welder qualification 
certificate or a company desiring to have a 
welder qualified shall

(1) submit to the welding inspector the 
welding procedure specifications or the welding 
performance specifications, or both when 
indicated, for the appropriate rating; and

(2) complete the welding test for the 
appropriate rating according to the terms of the 
welding procedure specifications or the welding 
performance specifications, or both when 
indicated.

(c) Prequalified procedure specifications may 
be used for test administration according to 
applicable codes. (Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67)

Authority: AS 08.99.080(a)(1),(2),(5) and (9)

12 AAC 72.030. TEST SELECTION. Repealed 
8/21/78.

12 AAC 72.035. WELDER QUALIFICATION 
CERTIFICATE ISSUED. The welding inspector 
shall issue the welding qualification certificate in 
the appropriate rating to the applicant or 
company upon the applicant’s, successful 
completion of the examination. (Eff. 8/21/78, 
Reg. 67)

Authority: AS 08.99.080(a)(1),(7) and (10)

12 AAC 72.040. QUALIFICATION. Repealed 
8/21/78.

12 AAC 72.045. REQUIREMENTS FOR 
MAINTAINING A CURRENT WELDER 
QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE, (a) A welder 
qualification certificate is valid if it is kept 
current in compliance with the code under

I f l w s  "  < 5 C l - 9 l

12-56.3
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which it is issued unless stated otherwise in the 
job specification.

Ib) The expiration or revocation of one rating 
does not affect any remaining rating. (Eff. 
8/21/78, Reg. 67; am 12/10/81, Reg. 80)

Authority: AS 08.99.080(a)(1),(5) and (10)

ARTICLE 3.
WELDING INSPECTORS

Section
50. (Repealed)
55. Welding inspector license required
60. (Repealed)
65. Requirements for welding inspector

license
•70. (Repealed)
75. Application for welding inspector

license
80. (Repealed)
85. Examination for welding inspector

license
90. (Repealed)
95. Welding inspector license issued

105. Welding inspecto * license expiration and
renewal

115. Duties and responsibilities of welding
inspector

125. Prohibited conduct of welding inspector

12 AAC 72.050. TEST FACILITIES. Repealed 
8/21/78.

12 AAC 72.055. WELDING INSPECTOR 
LICENSE REQUIRED. A person may not test a 
v/clder for the purpose o f issuing a welder 
qualification certificate or inspect a welding 
operation in the state in which weldment failure 
would involve hazard to life or property or cause 
economic loss, unless he or she holds a current,
-alid welding inspector license. (Eff. 8/21/78,
Reg. 67; am 12/10/81, Reg. 80)

Authority: AS 08.99.080(a)(7) and (10)

2 AAC 72.060. WELD QUALIFIER. Re- 
, valed 8/21/78.

12 AAC 72.065. REQUIREMENTS FOR 
WELDING INSPECTOR LICENSE, (a) An
applicant for a welding inspector license must

(1) be a high school graduate or hold a state 
or military approved high school equivalency 
diploma;

12-56.4

(2) have n less than five years’ experience at
the technical level in an occupational function
that directly involved

(A) design experience such as preparation 
of plans and drawings for weldment
construction according to a code, standard or 
specification;

(B) construction experience such as 
actual construction or fabrication and 
erection of weldments in accordance with a 
code, standard, specification or drawing;

(C) maintenance experience such as 
detection and measurement of weld
inadequacies or discontinuities in accordance 
with specified procedures; and

(D) repair experience such as repair or 
replacement o f welds that were determined 
inadequate or defective by reference io a 
code, standard, specification or drawing;

(3) be familiar with and understand the 
fundamentals of shielded metal arc welding, stud 
arc welding, submerged arc welding, flux cored 
arc welding, gas metal arc welding, gas tungsten 
arc welding, electroslag welding, oxyfuel gas 
welding, brazing, thermal cutting and 
mechanical cutting;

(4) be capable of writing clear and concise 
reports and maintaining records;

(5) nass ?.n eye examination :o prove natural 
or corrected near distance acuity for reading J-l 
letters at a distance of not less than 12 inches on 
Jaeger’s standard test type chart for near vision, 
or equivalent test, and natural or corrected far 
distance acuity of 20/40 as evidenced by a 
written, signed statement from a physician or an 
optometrist;

(6) pass a closed-book test on welding 
inspection fundamentals such as welding 
processes, nondestructive testing methods, and 
interpretation;

(7) pass an open-book test on general code or 
standard requirements such as fabrication 
tolerances and preheat requirements;

(8) pass a demonstration of competency in
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the use o f tools, gauges, and instruments 
pertaining to weld inspection; and

(9) submit evidence of having previously 
passed an all position welding qualification test 
in at least one welding process.

(b) The requirements of (a )( l)—(8) o f this 
section will be waived for an applicant 
possessing a current welding inspector certificate 
issued by the American Welding Society in 
accordance with AWS QC 1-78, “ Standard for 
Qualification and Certification o f Welding 
Inspectors.”

(c) An applicant may substitute up to  two 
years o f post-high-school education for two 
years o f the five-year ?xperience relevant to  any 
o f the functions covered by (a)(2) o f this section 
and approved by the board. (Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 
67; am 7/22/79, Reg. 71)

Authority: AS 08.99.080(a)(5) and (10)

12 AAC 72.070. TEST FEES. Repealed 
8/21/78.

12 AAC 72.075. APPLICATION FOR 
WELDING INSPECTOR LICENSE. Application 
for a welding inspector license must be made to 
the department on a form provided by the 
department and must b. accompanied by a fee 
of S50. (Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67; am 12/10/81, 
Reg. 80)

A u tho rity  AS 08.99.080(a)(6) and (10)

12 AAC 72.080. CODES. Repealed 8/21/78.

12 AAC 72.085. EXAMINATION FOR WELD­
ING INSPECTOR LICENSE. Examinations for 
welding inspector licenses will be conducted 
four times a year. Additional examinations may 
be conducted if the applicant furnishes all 
necessary facilities and pays all expenses 
incurred by the examiners. (Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 
67)

Authority: AS 08.99.080(a)( I ),(2),
(7) and (10)

12 AAC 71.090. DEFINITIONS. Repealed 
8/21/78.

12 AAC 72.095. WELDING INSPECTOR 
LICENSE ISSUED. The department will issue a 
welding inspector license to an applicant who

meets the requirements of 12 AAC 72.065. 
(Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67)

Authority: AS 08.99.080(a)(7) and (10)

12 AAC 72.1 OS. WELDING INSPECTOR 
LICENSE EXPIRATION AND RENEWAL, (a) 
A welding inspector license is valid until March 1 
o f each even-numbered year unless revoked for 
reasons stated in 12 AAC 72.125 or unless the 
license lapses under (d) o f this section.

(b) Application '/'or renewal o f a welding 
inspector license must be made to the depart­
ment on a form provided by the department 
no later than March 1 o f each even-numbered 
year and must be accompanied by a fee o f $50.

(c) An application for renewal of a welding 
inspector license must contain

(1) proof of a current welding inspector cer­
tificate issued by the American Welding Society 
as specified :n 12 AAC 72.065(b); or

(2) evidence of compliance with the require­
ment of 12 AAC 72.065(a)(5); and

( 3 )  evidence of employment as a w e ld h i g  
inspector in the form of

(A) a signed statement o f an employer;

(13) payroll records indicating the posi­
tion held; or

(C) affidavits o f two fellow employees 
attesting to employment activity of the appli­
cant.

(d) A license issued to a welding inspector on 
the basis of American Welding Society QCI 
certification under 12 AAC 72.065(b), or 
renewed on that basis under (c)(1) of this sec­
tion, lapses 60 days after the date of expiration 
of the inspector’s American Welding Society 
certification unless, before the 60th day, the 
inspector provides proof to the departm ent of 
renewal of that certification.

(c) Application for renewal of a welding in­
spector license that has lapsed for any reason is 
considered a new application. (Eff. 8/21/78, 
Reg. 67; am 12/10/81, Reg. 80)

Authority: AS 08.99.080(1 )(7) and (10)

12-56.5
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12  A A C  7 2 .1 1 5 . D U T IE S  A N D  R E S P O N S I­
B IL IT IE S  O F  A  W E L D IN G  IN S P E C T O R , (a)
A w e ld in g  in sp e c to r  shall, w h e n  ap p licab le

(1 )  k e e p  th e  d e p a r tm e n t adv ised  o f  his 
c u r re n t ad d re ss  fo r  th e  m ailing  o f  renew al 
n o tice s ;

(2 )  v e rify  th a t  th e  w o rk  in sp ec ted  c o n fo rm s  
to  th e  je q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  ap p licab le  co d es , 
s ta n d a rd s  a n  '; jo b  sp e c if ic a tio n s ;

(3 )  v e rify  th a t  th e  base  m a te ria ls  an d  
c o n su m a b le  w eld ing  m a te ria ls  c o n fo rm  to  th e  
sp e c if ic a tio n  re q u ire m e n ts  a n d  th a t  th e  sp ec ified  
w e ld in g  f ille r  m e ta ls  a re  u sed  o n  e a c h  base m e ta l 
o r  c o m b in a tio n  o f  base m e ta ls ;

(4 )  v e rify  th a t  th e  w eld in g  e q u ip m e n t to  be 
used  fo r  th e  w o rk  is th a t  w h ich  is sp ec ified  in  
th e  w e ld in g  p ro c e d u re  an d  h as th e  c a p a b ility  to  
p ro d u c e  th e  sp ec ified  w elds;

(5 )  v e rify  th a t  th e  w e ld ing  p ro c e d u re s  are  as 
sp ec if ied , an d  a re  q u a lified  an d  availab le  to  th e  
w e ld e rs  fo r  re fe re n ce ;

(6 )  verify  th a t  th e  w eld ers  have b een  
p ro p e rly  q u a lif ied  in  a c c o rd a n ce  w ith  th e  
ap p lic a b le  c o d es  an d  s ta n d a rd s  an d  th a t  th e ir  
q u a lif ic a tio n  a u th o riz e s  th e m  to  use th e  w eld in g  
p ro c e d u re s  sp ec ified  fo r  th e  w o rk ;

;7 )  ob serv e  th e  q u a lif ic a tio n  te s ts  w h en  
q u a lify in g  w e ld e rs ;

(8 )  verify  th a t  o n ly  sp ec ified  an d  p ro p e rly  
q u a lif ie d  w eld ing  p ro c e d u re s  are  u sed  fo r  th e  
w o rk ;

(9 )  verify  th a t th e  jo in t  p re p a ra tio n  an d  
Ht -up m ee ts  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  w eld ing  
p ro c e d u re  an d  d raw in g s;

(1 0 )  v e rify  th a t  th e  sp ec ified  fille r m e ta ls  are 
’■‘■i d an d  th a t  th e  fille r m e ta ls  are  m a in ta in e d  in

>per c o n d itio n  fo r  use as sp ec ified ;

(1 1 )  ob serv e  th e  te c h n iq u e  and  p e rfo rm a n c e  
o f  e ach  w e ld e r;

(1 2 )  e x a m in e  th e  w o rk  fo r c o n fo rm a n c e  to  
th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  a p p licab le  c o d es , 
s ta n d a rd s , sp e c if ic a tio n s  an d  d raw in g s;

(1 3 )  id e n tify  th e  w o rk  in sp e c te d  w ith  
sp ec ified  m a rk in g  m e th o d s  o r  a p p ro p r ia te  
re c o rd s ;

(1 4 )  p e rfo rm  th e  n ecessary  v isual in sp e c tio n s ;

(1 5 )  v e rify  th a t  th e  re q u ire d  v isual an d  o th e r  
n o n d e s tru c tiv e  e x a m in a tio n s  have b een  
p e rfo rm e d  by  qualified  p e rso n n e l in  th e  
sp ec ified  m a n n e r  an d  rev iew  th e  re su ltin g  
in fo rm a tio n  to  assu re  th a t  th e  re su lts  are 
c o m p le te ;

(1 5 )  p e rfo rm  n o n d e s tru c tiv e  e x a m in a tio n s  
th a t  a rc  sp ec if ied , i f  he o r  she  is q u a lif ied  in  
a c c o rd a n ce  w ith  th e  spec ified  re q u ire m e n ts ;

(17) p re p a re  c lea r  an d  co n c ise  re p o r ts  an d  
k eep  n ecessary  reco rd s  o f  th e  w eld ing  
p ro c e d u re , th e  w e ld in g  p ro c e d u re  q u a lif ic a tio n s , 
th e  w e ld e r q u a lif ic a tio n s , th e  c o n tro l o f  w eld ing  
m a te ria ls  a n d  th e  re su lts  o f  in sp e c tio n s  an d  te s ts ;

(1 8 )  a c t w ith  c o m p le te  in te g rity  in  
p ro fess io n a l m a tte rs  an d  be fo r th r ig h t  a n d  
c an d id  to  th e  b o a rd  o r  its  re p re se n ta tiv e  o n  
m a tte rs  p e rta in in g  to  th is  s ta n d a rd ;

(19) to  p reserve  th e  h e a l th  an d  w ell-being  o f  
th e  p u b lic  b y  p e rfo rm in g  th e  d u tie s  req u ired  o f  
w eld  in sp e c tio n  in  a  c o n sc ie n tio u s  an d  im p a rtia l 
m a n n e r to  th e  fu ll e x te n t  o f  h is o r  h e r 
re sp o n sib ilitie s  a n d  q u a lif ic a tio n s ;

(2 0 )  u n d e r ta k e  an d  p e rfo rm  ass ig n m en ts  o n ly  
w h en  q u a lif ie d  by  tra in in g , e x p e r ie n c e , and  
c a p a b ility ;

(2 1 )  be o b je c tiv e , th o ro u g h  a n d  fa c tu a l in 
an y  >vriliec r e p o r t ,  s ta te m e n t o r  te s tim o n y  o f  
t i e  w ork  a n d  in c lu d e  all re lev an t o r  p e r t in e n t  
in fo rm a tio n  in such  c o m m u n iq u e s  o r  
te s tim o n ia ls ;

(2 2 )  sign o n ly  fo r  w o rk  th a t  he  o r  she  has 
in sp e c te d , o r  fo r  w o rk  o v er w h ich  he  o r  she  has 
p e rso n a l k n o w led g e  th ro u g h  d ire c t te c h n ic a l 
c o n tro l;  an d

(2 3 )  c o n sc ie n tio u s ly  avoid  c o n f lic t o f  
in te re s ts  w ith  th e  e m p lo y e r  o r  c lie n t and  
d isc lo se  an y  business a sso c ia tio n , in te re s ts , o r  
c irc u m sta n c es  th a t  m ig h t be so  co n s id e re d .
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(b) If there is evidence that the welder’s work 
does not conform to the requirements of the 
applicable code, standard or specification, the 
welding inspector may require requalification of 
the welder. The welding inspector shall require a 
requalification of a welder if that person’s 
qualification is not current by the requirements 
o f the applicable codes, standards or 
specifications.

(c) If  the welding inspector is to perform 
nondestructive examinations other than dsual, 
and there are no specified qualification 
requirements, he or she must be qualified and 
certified in accordance with the Recommended 
Practice No. SNT-TC-1A, “Personnel 
Q ualification and Certification for 
Nondestructive Testing,”  June 1975. (Eff. 
8/21/78, Reg. 67)

Authority: AS 08.99.080(a)(7),(9) and (10)

12 AAC 72.125. PROHIBITED CONDUCT OF 
WELDING INSPECTOR, (a) A welding 
inspector licensed under this chapter is 
prohibited from performing acts including

(1) signing a blank welder-qualification certi­
ficate;

(2) issuing a welding qualification certificate 
to a welder not tested under his or her direct 
supervision;

(3) delegating his or her responsibility in 
testing of welders;

(4) paying, soliciting, or offering, directly or 
indirectly, any bribe or commission for 
professional employment with the exception of 
the usual commission required by employment 
agencies;

(5) falsifying, exaggerating, or indulging in 
the misrepresentation of personal academic and 
professional qualifications, past assignments, 
accomplishments, and responsibilities or those 
of his or her associates;

(6) issuing statements, criticisms, or 
arguments on weld inspection matters connected 
with public policy which are solicited or paid for 
by an interested party or parties, without first 
identifying the party and the speaker and 
disclosing any possible pecuniary interest;

(7) expressing an opinion on a weld 
inspection subject unless it is founded upon 
adequate knowledge of the facts in issue, upon a 
background o f technical competence pertinent 
to  the subject and upon honest conviction o f the 
accuracy and propriety of the statement;

(8) accepting compensation, financial or 
otherwise, from more than one party for services 
on the same project, or for services pertaining to 
the same project, unless the circumstances are 
fully disclosed and agreed to by all interested 
parties or their authorized agents;
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(9) soliciting or accepting gratuities, directly 
or indirectly, from any party or parties dealing 
with the client or employer in connection with 
the welding inspector’s work; and

(10) associating 
participating in < 
venture.

with or knowingly 
fraudulent or dishonest

(b) The board will suspend, refuse renewal of 
or revoke the welding inspector’s license, place 
the license holder on probation, or reprimand 
the holder, if he or she is found to have engaged 
in prohibited conduct. (Eff. 8/21/78, Reg. 67) 

Authority: AS 08.99.080(a)(7),(9) and (10)

ARTICI F 4 
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section
899.
900.

Weld qualifier license 
Definitions

12 AAC 72.899. WELD QUALIFIER
LICENSE. A weld qualifier license issued under 
the authority o f this chapter as it existed 
between August 2, 1973 and the effective date 
of this section is valid until six months after the 
effective date of this section and may not be 
renewed. (Eff. 8 /2 i/7 8 , Reg. 67)

Authority: AS 08.99.080(a)(7)

12 AAC 72.900. DEFINITIONS, (a) In this 
chapter

(1) “appropriate rating” means that rating 
which is required by the specific code designated 
in the job  specifications; when there is no job 
specification or a specific code is not designated 
in the job specification, appropriate rating is not 
less than the all-position certification issued in 
accordance with the current edition o f the 
American Welding Society Code;

(2) “ board’ 
Examiners;

means the Board of Welding

(3) “ code” means nationally recognized 
welding, nondestructive testing or engineering 
principles or rules published as guides or 
requirements or both by societies or agencies 
charged with establishing such guidelines;

(4) “continuous employment’

e m p lo y m e n t w ith o u t in te r ru p tio n  o f  m o re  th a n  
9 0  co n secu tiv e  d a y s  u n less o th e rw ise  sp ec ified  in 
th e  co d e  u n d e r  w h ich  th e  c e r tif ic a te  is b e in g  
re n e w e d ;

(5) “ c o u p o n ”  m ean s a p iece  o f  m e ta l c u t  an d  
se c tio n e d  fo r  te s tin g ;

(6 )  “ c u tt in g  p ro c e ss”  m ean s a p ro cess  in  
w h ich  th e  severing  o r  rem o v in g  o f  m e ta ls  is 
e f fe c te d ;

(7 )  “ d e p a r tm e n t”  m ean s  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  
C o m m e rc e  an d  E c o n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t;

(8 )  “ d ire c t  su p e rv is io n ”  m e a n s  ’reing  
p h y sica lly  p re se n t a t  th e  w o rk  s ite  an d  in  
p e rso n a l charge  o f  th e  w o rk  b e in g  p e rfo rm e d ;

( 9)  “jo b  sp e c if ic a tio n s”  m e a n s  th e  w r i t te n  
d o c u m e n t se tt in g  o u t  th e  sp ec ific  c o n s tru c tio n  
s ian d a ri >e a d h e re d  to  fo r  th e  p ro je c t;

(1 0 )  “ ra tin g ”  m ean s a p a r tic u la r  sk ill level in  
th e  a r t  o f  w e ld in g ;

( 1 1 )  “ r e s p o n s ib i l i ty ”  m ean s  b e in g  
a c c o u n ta b le  to  th e  b o a rd  o r  its  a g e n ts  o r  b o th  
fo r  o n e ’s a c tio n  re la tin g  to  th e  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  
th is  c h a p te r ;

(1 2 )  “ s ta n d a rd s ”  m ean s  m in im u m  a c c e p ta b le  
g u id e lin es  e s tab lish ed  b y  so c ie tie s  o r  agencies o r  
b o th  charged  w ith  th e  re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  
p ro m u lg a tin g  su c h  gu id e lin es;

(1 3 )  “ tech n ica l level”  m ean s  a  level o f  w o rk  
in  w e ld in g  using m a th e m a tic s  an d  sc ien ce  su c h  
as w o u ld  re q u ire , a t  . le a s t tw o  y e a rs  o f  
p o st-h ig h -sch o o l s tu d y  ' a t  an  a c c re d ite d  
en g in ee rin g  sch o o l o r  te c h n ic a l in s t i tu te  o r  
e q u iv a le n t s tu d y ;

(1 4 )  “ va lid ”  m ean s having  legal fo rc e  a n d  
p ro p e r ly  e x e c u te d  a n d  b in d in g  u n d e r  th e  law  
a n d  is in  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  c o d e , 
s ta n d a rd  o r  sp e c if ic a tio n ;

(1 5 )  “ w eld  te s tin g  m e th o d s ”  m e a n s  th e  
d e s tru c tiv e  o r  n o n d e s tru c tiv e  m ean s  o f  
ev a lu a tin g  th e  in te g r ity  o f  th e  w eld  m e ta l o r  
h e a t a ffe c te d  z o n e  o f  th e  base m a te r ia l o r  b o th ;

means (16) “ welder” means 
operator and tacker;

welder, welding

12-57
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(17) “welding” means the metal joining 
process used in making welds;

(18) “ welding inspector” means a person 
meeting the requirements o f secs. 55 -  125 of 
this chapter;

(19) “welding performance specification” 
means a document required before testing, 
setting the criteria for demonstration of a 
welder’s ability to produce welds meeting 
prescribed standards;

(20) “ welding procedure” means a written 
document specifying the essentfal variables as 
listed in the appropriate welding or engineering 
code or both;

(21) “welding procedure specification” 
means a document required before welding on 
any structure, specifying the parameters and 
requirements which control the quality o f the 
welding for that structure;

(22) “ welding process”  means the method o f 
application o f heai or filler metal or both to 
complete the joining process;

(23) “ welding qualification certificate” 
means a certificate issued under the authority of 
the board by a licensed welding inspector to a 
person verifying that he or she has successfully 
performed one or more of the specific welding 
tests required for a certification to a particular 
welding or engineering code;

(24) “ weldment”  means an assembly whose 
component parts are joined by welding.

(b) Terms not defined in this section shall be 
construed in accordance with American Welding 
Society A3.0-76, “Terms and Definitions.” (Eff. 
8/21/78, Reg. 67)

Authority: AS 08.99.080(a)(l) and (9)

(

(

(



T e s t i m o n y  o f Ha r r y  Tr e a g e r  

B e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  La b o r  a n d  Co m m e r c e  Co m m i t t e e s  

On F e b r u a r y  26, 1982

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on SB 757, "An
ACT CONTINUING THE EXISTENCE OF THE BOARD OF VlELDING EXAMINERS;

AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE," THE DEPARTMENT OF

Co m m e r c e  a n d  Ec o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  r e v i e w e d  t h e  p r e s e n t

SYSTEM OF LICENSING WELDING INSPECTORS AND WOULD LIKE TO 

MAKE THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS AND OBSERVATIONS FOR THE 

CONSIDERATION OF THE COMMITTEE.

T h e D e p a r t m e n t  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  o f l i c e n s i n g

WELDING INSPECTORS IS A REASONABLE AND ECONOMICAL WAY OF PROTECTING

THE PUBLIC BY REDUCING THE LIKELIHOOD OF THE SERIOUS HARM THAT NORMALLY

RESULTS FROM WELDMENT FAILURES.,. WHILE THE DEPARTMENT ENDORSES

THE PRESENT APPROACH TO PROVIDING PUBLIC PROTECTION, IT

FEELS THAT THE SYSTEM CAN BE STREAMLINED, THE FOLLOWING

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS ADDRESS HOW THE THE LICENSING

PROCESS SHOULD BE CONTINUED,

Re c o m m e n d a t i o n  No . 1 : Co n t i n u e  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f w e l d i n g

INSPECTORS WITH THE SAME DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES THAT 

EXIST UNDER THE PRESENT STATUTES AND REGULATIONS,

W e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r s  h a v e  t w o  m a i n  a r e a s  o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y :

THE CERTIFICATION OF WELDERS AND THE INSPECTION OF WELDS,



In certifying a welder the welding inspectors determine

WHETHER A SPECIFIC WELDER HAS THE TECHNICAL SKILLS TO PERFORM 

A SPECIFIC WELDING JOB IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPLICABLE CODES 

AND STANDARDS. It IS NECESSARY THAT WELDERS BE PROPERLY 

QUALIFIED FOR SPECIFIC JOBS BECAUSE:

1. WELDING PROCEDURES VARY FROM JOB TO JOB IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH HOW CODE REQUIREMENTS APPLY TO THE SPECIFIC 

j o b ; AND

2. WELDERS ARE OFTEN WILLING TO PERFORM JOBS FOR 

WHICH THEY ARE NOT QUALIFIED, IN PART BECAUSE THEY 

MAY NOT KNOW THE LIMITATIONS OF THEIR OWN SPECIFIC 

SKILLS.

IT IS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST THAT WELDERS BE PROPERLY 

QUALIFIED BECAUSE WELDMENTS THAT FAIL DO SO BECAUSE THEY ARE 

NOT FABRICATED ACCORDING TO THE PROPER PROCEDURE.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a d v i c e  f r o m  t h e  B o a r d , it is i m p r a c t i c a l

TO LICENSE WELDERS DIRECTLY BECAUSE PROCEDURES VARY SO MUCH 

FROM JOB TO JOB. LICENSING WELDERS FOR GENERAL SKILL LEVEL 

WOULD NOT WORK BECAUSE THE NECFSSARY REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC 

JOBS VARY SO GREAT' Y AS MENTIONED ABOVE, LICENSING WELDERS 

FOR SPECIFIC PROCEDURES WOULD RESULT IN BUREAUCRATIC GROWTH 

AND A VERY UNWIELDY SYSTEM OF PAPERWORK.



F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  m o s t  i n s t a n c e s  w e l d e r s  s h o u l d  b e  q u a l i f i e d  

T O  S P E C I F I C  p r o c e d u r e s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  j o b  t o  

A S S U R E  T H A T  T H E  R E Q U I R E D  S K I L L  L E V E L  I S  S T I L L  P R E S E N T .  If 

T H E  S K I L L S  A R E  R U S T Y ,  A  S M A L L  A M O U N T  O F  R E M E D I A L  T R A I N I N G  

C A N  U S U A L L Y  M A K E  T H E  B A S I C A L L Y  C O M P E T E N T  W E L D E R  Q U A L I F I E D  T O  

T H E  S P E C I F I C  P R O C E D U R E .  It I S  D E F I N I T E L Y  I N  T H E  P U B L I C  

I N T E R E S T  T H A T  T H I S  R E M E D I A L  W O R K  O C C U R  P R I O R  T O  T H E  A C T U A L  

W O R K  I N T E N D E D  F O R  P U B L I C  U S E .

T h e  s e c o n d  m a j o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r s

I S  T H E  I N S P E C T I O N  O F  W E L D S  T O  A S S U R E  T H A T  T H E Y  A R E  P R O P E R L Y  

F A B R I C A T E D  A C C O R D I N G  T O  P R O C E D U R E ,  A  N U M B E R  O F  P O I N T S  O F  

C L A R I F I C A T I O N  N E E D  T O  B E  M A D E  H E R E  T O  A V O I D  T H E  C O N F U S I O N  

T H A T  O F T E N  A R I S E S  W I T H  R E S P E C T  T O  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T I O N ,

T h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  t h a t  w e  a r e  r e c o m m e n d i n g  b e  c o n t i n u e d

D O E S  H O I  R E Q U I R E  T H A T  A L L  W E L D S  I N  T H E  S T A T E  B E  I N S P E C T E D ,

It w o u l d  b e  u n r e a l i s t i c  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a l l  w e l d s  b e  i n s p e c t e d , 

T h e  p r e s e n t  l i c e n s i n g  a p p r o a c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  m i n i m a l  l e v e l

O F  P U B L I C  P R O T E C T I O N  T H R O U G H  T H E  S T A T U T O R Y  R E Q U I R E M E N T  T H A T  

A L L  W E L D E R S  B E  P R O P E R L Y  C E R T I F I E D ,

If i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  w e l d s  a r e  c a l l e d  f o r  b y  c o n t r a c t u a l

A G R E E M E N T  B E T W E E N  T H E  C L I E N T  A N  T H E  P R O V I D E R  O F  W E L D I N G  

S E R V I C E S ,  T H E  P R E S E N T  S T A T U T E  R E Q U I R E S  T H A T  A  L I C E N S E D  

W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R  M U S T  P E R F O R M  T H E  I N S P E C T I O N S ,  TlHS P R O T E C T S  

T H E  P U B L I C  A N D  T H E  P U R C H A S E R  O F  T H E  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T I O N



S E R V I C E S  B Y  A S S U R I N G  T H A T  T H E  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R  I S  A  Q U A L I F I E D  

A N D  C O M P E T E N T  I N D I V I D U A L  R E Q U I R E D  B Y  L A W  T O  M E E T  C E R T A I N  

E T H I C A L  A N D  P E R F O R M A N C E  S T A N D A R D S  I N  T H E  E X E C U T I O N  O F  H I S  

R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S .

C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t a k e n  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  

Le g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  i n t h e i r  r e p o r t s , t h e  p u r c h a s e r s  o f  w e l d i n g

S E R V I C E S  A R E  N O T  N O R M A L L Y  C A P A B L E  O F  J U D G I N G  T H E  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  

O F  W E L D E R S  A N D  W E l D I N G  I N S P E C T O R S .  T H I S  I S  E S P E C I A L L Y  S O  

W H E N  T H E  P U R C H A S E R  O F  T H E  S E R V I C E S  I S  A  S M A L L  C O M P A N Y  W I T H  

N O  Q U A L I T Y  C O N T R O L  P R O C E D U R E S  O R  W i ' E N  T H E  P U R C H A S E R  I S  

I N E X P E R I E N C E D  B E C A U S E  O F  A N  O C C A S I O N A L  N E E D  T O  P U R C H A S E  S U C H  

S E R V I C E S ,

T h i s  s y s t e m  o f  r e g u l a t i o n  p l a c e s  t h e  m a j o r  s h a r e  o f  t h e

E N F O R C E M E N T  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  O N  P R I V A T E  I N D U S T R Y  R A T H E R  T H A N  

O N  G O V E R N M E N T ,  T H E R E B Y  E L I M I N A T I N G  A  P O T E N T I A L L Y  E X P E N S I V E  

B U R E A U C R A T I C  L A Y E R  O F  G O V E R N M E N T  I N S P E C T O R S ,

T h e  P R I N C I P A L  W E A K N E S S E S  O F  T H E  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R  

S Y S T E M  A R E  I N  T H E  A R E A S  O F  E N F O R C E M E N T  A N D  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S ,

T h e r e  a r e  n o  r e a l i s t i c  w a y s  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  a b u s e s  b y  w e l d i n g

I N S P E C T O R S  I N  C E R T I F Y I N G  O F  A  W E L D E R  O R  I N  T H E  I N S P E C T I O N  O F

w e l d s , W e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r s  a r e  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  r e m o v e d  f r o m

T H E  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  F O R  T H E  C O N S E Q U E N C E S  O F  W E L D M E N T  F A I L U R E  

( T H E  W E L D E R  A N D  T H E  C O N T R A C T O R ) ,  In O T H E R  W O R D S ,  T H E R E  I S  

N O  E N F O R C E M E N T  S Y S T E M  R E L A T I N G  T H E  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R ' S  

P E R F O R M A N C E  T O  A C T U A L  E V E N T S  O F  D A M A G E  T O  T H E  P U B L I C ,



R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No> 2 : S u n s e t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s

A N D  T R A N S F E R  L I C E N S I N G  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  T O  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T

o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  Ec o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t .

At p r e s e n t  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  p r i m a r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r

L I C E N S U R E  A S  A  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R ,  To R E C E I V E  A  L I C E N C E  AM 

A P P L I C A N T  M U S T  P O S S E S S  A  C U R R E N T  A W S  QCI C E R T I F I C A T E  A N D  

P R E S E N T  D O C U M E N T A T I O N  O F  A L L  P O S I T I O N  W E L D I N G  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  

I N  O N E  W E L D I N G  P R O C E S S ,

I N  A L L  I N o T A N C E S  A  L I C E N S E  E X A M I N E R  C A N  C O R R E C T L Y  

E V A L U A T E  T H E  AWS-QC1 D O C U M E N T A T I O N ,  In M O S T  I N S T A N C E S ,  W I T H  

T H E  P R O P E R  T R A I N I N G ;  A  L I C E N S E  E X A M I N F R  C A N  E V A L U A T E  C O R R F C T L Y  

T H E  A L L  P O S I T I O N  W E L D I N G  D O C U M E N T A T I O N ,  I n  T H E  P A S T ;  T H E  

B O A R D  D E L E G A T E D  T O  T H E  L I C E N S E  E X A M I N E R  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  F O R  

T H E  C O M P L E T E  R E V I E W  A N D  A P P R O V A L  O F  R O U T I N E  A P P L I C A T I O N S ,

O n l y  i n c a s e s  w h e r e  t h e  a l l  p o s i t i o n  w e l d i n g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n

D O C U M E N T A T I O N  W A S  A T Y P I C A L  I N  F O R M  O R  C O N T E N T  W A S  T H E  A P P L I C A T I O N  

S E N T  T O  T H E  B O A R D  F O R  E V A L U A T I O N  P R I O R  T O  T H E  I S S U A N C E  O F  A

LICENSE, T h i s  p r o c e d u r e  w a s  s t o p p e d  i n d e f e r e n c e  t o  c r i t i c i s m  

b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  i n t h e i r  1979 r e p o r t .

If t h e  B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  is s u n s e t t e D; t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  c o u l d  l i c e n s e  w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r s  b a s e d  o n  t h e

P R E S E N T  C R I T E R I A  O R  B A S E D  S O L E L Y  O N  P R O O F  O F  A W S  C E R T I F I C A T I O N ,

I n  E I T H E R  C A S E  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  W O U L D  M A I N T A I N  a  R E G I S T R Y  O F  

W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R S  A N D  P R O V I D E  I N V E S T I G A T I V E  A N D  E N F O R C E M E N T



SERVICES, In e i t h e r  c a s e , t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  a s i g n i f i c a n t

REDUCTION IN THE COST OF LICENSING, TRAVEL AND PER DIEM 

FOR BOARD MEETINGS WOULD BE ELIMINATED; FOR FY '82 THIS 

REPRESENTS APPROXIMATELY $4,500,

Th e r e  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  a r e d u c t i o n  in s t a f f  t i m e  s p e n t  o n  t h e  •

LICFNSURE PROCESS AND LICENSES WOULD BE ISSUED MORE RAPIDLY,

At p r e s e n t  w e  e s t i m a t e  t h a t  o v e r  a t w o  y e a r  p e r i o d  (t h e

RENEWAL CYCLE) A LICENSE EXAMINER SPENDS ABOUT 15% OF HIS/HER 

TIME ON WELDING BOARD ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING PREPARING FOR 

AND STAFFING BOARD MEETINGS, PROCESSING NEW AND RENEWAL 

APPLICATIONS, ANSWERING INQUIRIES, FILLING OUT REPORTS, ETC,

U n d e r  d i r e c t  l i c e n s u r e  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  w e  e s t i m a t e  t h a t  a

LICENSE EXAMINER WOULD SPEND APPROXIMATELY 51 OF >.IS/HER 
TIME ON THE PROCESSING OF WELDING APPLICATIONS, FOR FY '82 

THIS WOULD REPRESENT A SAVINGS OF APPROXIMATELY $2,800,00 IN 

SALARY AND BENEFITS,

It SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED t h a t  a c t i v i t y  in THIS LICENSING 

AREA MAY BE INCREASING, In THE PAST TWO MONTHS THERE HAS 

BEEN A SLIGHT INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF NEW APPLICATIONS 

RECEIVED AS WELL AS AN INCREASE IN TELEPHONE REQUESTS FOR 

APPLICATIONS FROM THE LOWER FORTY-EIGHT STATES,

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  b e n e f i t  f r o m

DIRECT LICENSURE BY THE DEPARTMENT WOULD BE IN THE REDUCTION 

IN TIME NECESSARY FOR AN APPLICANT TO BE LICENSED, At 

PRESENT IT TAKES APPROXIMATELY THREE WEEKS TO A MONTH FOR A



D EC IS I O N  TO BE MADE ON A ROUTINE APPLICATION. UNDER DIREC T 

D E P A R T M E N T  LICENSING A ROUTINE A P P L I C A T I O N  COULD BE PROCESSED 

THE SAME DAY AND WOULD REQUIRE ONE HALF HOUR PROCESSING 

TIME.

If a l l  p o s i t i o n  w e l d i n g  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  w e r e  RETAINED AS

A RE QU I R E M E N T  FOR LICENSURE SOME M E C H A N I S M  W OULD NEED TO BE 

SET UP TO A S SI ST  THE LICENSE EXAMINER TO MAKE A D E T ER MI NA TI O N 

IN THE CASE OF A T Y P I C A L  ALL  P OSITION W E LD IN G  DOCUMENTATION.

T h i s  f u n c t i o n  c o u l d  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  a  t h r e e  m e m b e r  a d v i s o r y  

b o a r d , S u c h  a  b o a r d  c o u l d  n o t  o n l y  a d v i s e  o n  a t y p i c a l

A PP LI C A T I O N S  BY ALSO PROVIDE G E N E R A L  POLICY AD VICE TO THE 

D E P A R T M E N T  ON WELDING MATTERS AND A S S I S T  IN THE INVESTIGATION

PROCESS, T h e  e x p e n s e  f o r  s u c h  a  b o a r d  w o u l d  b e  m i n i m a l  

($1,000 - $1,500 a  y e a r ).

A FEW COMMENTS ARE IN ORDER ON THE RE Q UI R E M E N T  FOR ALL 

POSITION WELDING Q U A L I FI CA TI ON  IN ONE PROCESS, In ORDER TO 

RECEIVE AN AWS QCI CERTIFICATE, THE A M E R I C A N  WELDI NG  SOCIETY 

REQUIRES THAT AN INDIVIDUAL HAVE FIVE YEARS OF EXPER IE NC E IN 

THE WELDING FIELD. THIS EX P ER IE NC E MAY N O l  INVOLVE ANY 

PR AC TI CA L EXPERIENCE IN WELDING, It  IS THE PRESENT BOARD'S 

FEELING THAT THE ALL POSITION W E L D I N G  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N  R EQ UI RE M EN T 

IS REASONABLE, NE C ESSARY AND DESIRABLE, THE D E P A R T M E N T  DOES 

NOT HAVE A POSITION ON THIS R E Q U I R E M E N T  AND WOULD URGE THE 

CO MM ITTEE TO ENCOURAGE COMMENTS FROM M E MB E RS  OF THE INDUSTRY 

ON THIS SUBJECT.



R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 5: R e v i s e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s  s o  t h a t

THEY ARE CLEAR AND SUCCINCT.

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t - w o u l d  j u s t  l i k e  t o  u n d e r s c o r e  t h e  n e e d

FOR STATUTE REVISION. THE DE PA RT M E N T  ENDORSES THE DIVI S IO N

o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t 's r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  i n t h i s  a r e a . If t h e

PRESENT SYSTEM OF WELDER CER T IF IC AT IO N AND WELD INSPECTION 

IS RETAINED, THE D E PA RT M E N T  WOULD RECOMMEND THAT AS 08.99.080 

BE A P P R O P R I A T E L Y  REVISED TO DI RE C T L Y  REFLECT THIS APPROACH.

S i m i l a r l y  a l l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  o b s o l e t e  l i c e n s i n g  f u n c t i o n s

SHOULD BE PURGED FROM THE STATUTES, FOR EXAMPLE: THE SETTING

OF FEES FOR WELDER CERTIFI CA TI ON  TESTS AND APPROVAL. SlNCE 

THE NEED FOR STATUTORY REVISION APP EA RS  TO BE EXTENSIVE AND 

SINCE THE PRESENT LICENSING PROCESS MAY CHANGE SUBSTANTIALLY, 

THE D E P A R T M E N T  WOULD AT THIS TIME LIKE TO INDICATE ITS 

W I L L I N G N E S S  TO WORK WITH THE CO M MITTEE AND ITS STAFF ON 

THESE R EV ISIONS IN ANY WAY THAT YOU FEEL IS NECESSARY AND 

APPROPRIATE.

In CLOSING, I WOULD l i k e  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  b o a r d

HAS AN EXCELLENT RECORD OF LICENSING QUA LI FI E D A PP LI CA NT S  

WHO FOLLOW THE EXISTING PROCEDURES. THERE ARE PR ES ENTLY 219 

W ELDING INSPECTORS LICENSED BY THE BOARD, 136 OF WHICH ARE 

CU RR EN TL Y IN ACTIVE STATUS. THIS Ii SU BS TA N TI AL LY  MORE THAN 

IS REPORTED IN EITHER OF THE D IVISION OF LEGISLATIVE AUDIT'S 

R EPORTS AND REFLECTS, WE BELIEVE, THE BOARD'S EFFORTS TO 

LICENSE Q U A L TFIED PEOPLE,



In FY '81 t h e  B o a r d  g e n e r a t e d  $2,495 i n  l i c e n s i n g  f e e s  a n d

S P E N T  $2,593 O N  T R A V E L  A N D  P E R  D I E M  F O R  B O A R D  M E M B E R S  A N D  

L I C E N S I N G  E X A M I N E R  S T A F F  S U P P O R T  A T  M E E T I N G S ,

T h a n k  y o u .



J a n u a r y  27, 1982

T e s t i n g  Institute of Alaska, Inc.
2114 Railroad A v e n u e  
Anchorage, A l a s k a  99501

Attention: D o n a l d  M. Lockman, C h a i r m a n
State Board of W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e s

Subject: S t a t e  Board of W e l d i n g  E x a m ine rs and State L i c e n s i n g  of
W e l d i n g  Inspectors Future E x i s t e n c e

D e a r  Sir:

I have b e e n  a Q u a l i t y  A s s u r a n c e / Q u a l i t y  C o n t r o l  I n s p ector for five 
years and in the w e l d i n g  field for eight years. I h a v e  w o r k e d  to 
reach a h i g h  standar d of e xcel l e n c e  in the field of w e l d i n g  
inspection.

O v e r  the p a s t  few years I h a v e  b e e n  inv ol v e d  w i t h  several m a j o r  
projects. PeMex p i p e l i n e  of Mexico, the L o u i s i a n a  O f f s h o r e  Oil 
P o r t  and the Sour Gas Line in the A g e a n  Sea. On these projects, 
there h a v e  b e e n  several occas ions wh ere u n q u a l i f i e d  inspectors 
h a v e  made decisioin s w h i c h  w e r e  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  to a k n o w l e d g e­
able i n s p ector with integrity. The  L o u i s i a n a  O f f shore Oil Port is 
a good  example. Faulty and i n c o m p e t e n t  insp ection cost a round 5.5 
mi l l i o n  d o l lars to correct.

Al a s k a ' s  high standard for w e l d i n g  inspect ors is by far the m ost 
s t r i ngent in t h e  U n ited States at the p r e s e n t  time. I h o p e  that 
these standards are maintained, not o n l y  for the safety of the 
p e o p l e  of Alaska, but fo:: the b e a u t i f u l  fragile scenery.

In closing, it is m y  w i 3 h  that the lower forty- e i g h t  also e n c o m­
pass the same standards as the State of Alaska. Until the 
industry itself takes note of its own warnings, the g o v e r ning 
b odies of the individual states thems elves must ensure there are 
no more Kansas City, Hyatt R e g e n c y  disasters.

Ve r y  truly yours,

F. M. Bennett

FMB:ps



J a n ua ry  27, 1982

T e sti ng Institute of Alaska, Inc.
2114 Railro ad Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Attention: Dona ld M. Lockman, C hairman
State Board of W e l d i n g  Examiners

Subject: State Board of W e lding Exami ners and State L i c e n s i n g  of
W e l d i n g  Inspectors Future E x i s tence

D e a r  Sir:

O v e r  the p a s t  sixteen years I have b e e n  involved in numerous m ajor 
constr u c t i o n  projects throughout Mexico, Alaska, and the c o n t i n e n­
tal U n i t e d  States. I have observed activi ties of cons truction 
people on almost every project which has b o r d e r e d  on criminal 
neglect. Many times their lack of k n o w l edge of their profession, 
due to inadequate training is to blame, often they are caught up 
in the Constr u c t i o n  C o m p a n y ' s ;" l e t ' s get this job done" euphoria, 
and most tragic of all, many sell their integr ity for a few quick 
d o l l a r s .

T h e  average inspector has no idea h o w  many p i p eline and p i p e l i n e  
related deaths occur each year, and the millions of dollars w aste d 
y e a r l y  due to lackadaisical inspection. A  p i p e l i n e  ex plosion in 
Baytown, Texas two years ago revealed a weld with no bead, l at tic­
ed w i t h  defects, which had had in proces s and final visual 
inspecti on by a qual ified welding inspector, radiography p e r f ormed 
b y  a qualified N on-de structive Technician, and accepted  b y  both. 
Three people died in this explosion.

T o  become certified by the State of Alaska one must take c o n s i d­
erable time, effort, and expense to meet the qualifications. The 
A l a s k a n  S t a t e  Welding Board, and the enf or c e m e n t  of its r e g u l a­
tions, guarantees to a much greater degree, that its members will
conduct themselves with the p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  and integrity that
will ensure thau the above-menti oned tragedies h a p p e n  less and 
l e s s .

My hope is that each and every state adopts such a visionary
p r o g r a m  as the State of Alaska.

V e r y  truly yours,

W i l l i a m  C. Biddy

W CB:p s



ARCO O il and Gas Com pany
General E ng inee iing  
Kuparuk Project 
Post O ffice  Box 6105 
Anchorage. Alaska 99502 
Telephone 907 659 2821

January  3, 1982

Pouch V, Interdepartmen tal Mail stop 3100 
Juneau, Alaska. 99811

Subject: House Bill # 595 "An A c t  c o n t i n u i n g  the existence 
of the Boar d of W e l d i n g  Examiners; and providing 
for an effective date."

Attention: Honorable Terry Martin

If House Bill #595 is not passed, d uri ng this session, the 
Board of W e l d i n g  E xaminers will cease to exist in June 1982.
If this board is allowed to expire, the enti re c o nstruc tion 
industry will suffer a severe set-back.

Since the n e w  regulations (12 AAC 72) b e c a m e  effective in 
August, 1978, w e l d  q u a lity has impr oved immeasurably. This 
regulation met with state-wi de industry  a cceptan ce p r i m­
arily because of the project  q u a l i t y  g u a r a n t e e d  by the 
better q u a l i f i e d  technician p e r f o r m i n g  the work.

The additional r e quire ment for w e l d i n g  inspectors to b e­
come licensed by the state so enhanced the overall q u ality 
of m ajor c o n struction pro jects that m a n y  c o m p a n i e s ( i n c l u d­
ing the major oil companies) who had e s t a b l i s h e d  quality 
control groups made acquir ing this license m a n d a t o r y  for 
e mplo yment or promotion.

These regula tions have become a n a t i o n - w i d e  standard with 
A lask a as the leading state in d e m a n d i n g  q u a l i t y  in c o n­
struction and integrity in inspectors. W i t h  other states 
following ou. lead we should be fine-t u n i n g  our re gulations 
to become even better, not elimin a t i n g  wha t has taken so 
long to formulate and have industry r e c o g n i z e  and accept.

No one needs to remind A l a s k a n s  of the u n n e c e s s a r y  cost 
incurred in building the Trans A l a s k a  Pipeline. One of 
the major ca uses of the g reat expense was ex cessive weld 
repairs caused by unqual i f i e d  w e l ders and inspectors. In many 
cases these inspectors had nevei been Jt'olved in or around 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  prior to this project, and k n e w  absolutly 
nothing of w e lding or inspection.

A K C O  0(1 nnd G n s  Company i s  n D iv is io n  i f A l ln nt i cn ic h l l e ld C otn p nn y



On  M a y  26, 1981, R e p r e s e n t i t i v e s  B r o w n  a n d  A n d e r s o n  s u b­
m i t t e d  H o u s e  B i l l  No. 595 in t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  of the S t a t e  
of A l a s k a ,  T w e l f t h  L e g i s l a t u r e  - F i r s t  S e s s i o n .  Th i s  
b i l l  w a s  t a b l e d  in the Ho u s e .

If this bill is not enacted by the legislature during the 
p r e s e n t  session, the A l a s k a  B oard of W e l d i n g  Examiners 
will no longer exist. W h a t  peop le don't reali ze is; 
w h e n  the b o a r d  ceases to exist, so does r egu lation r e q u i r­
ing w e l d e r s  to be c e r t if ied and w e l d  inspectors to be 
licensed. As a manager, directly involved w i t h  welding 
and inspection, on m a j o r  oil c o m p a n y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  projects, 
I s i n c erely feel the c ontin u a t i o n  of this b oard and r e g­
ulat i o n  is essential for q u a lity w e l d i n g  in Alaska.

Y o u r  s u p p o r t  in r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  the p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  v o ­
c a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  as d e f i n e d  in 12 \AC 72, a n d  c o n­
t i n u i n g  t h e  e x i s t a n c e  of t h e  B o a r d  of W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  as 
d e f i n d  in S t a t e  S t a t u t e  A S  0 8 .99 a n d  He u s e  B i l l  595, is 
s J n c e r e l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

\

K e nne tn u. uomax
Senior Q u a l i t y  A s s u rance C o o r d i n a t o r  

K C L/b ee

cc: D o nal d M. Lockman, Chai r m a n
State Board of Welding Examiners



ChaiAman Tennij Hcuvtin Feb. 3,1982Leg is la tive  Home Labon S Comnen.ee Committee 
Twelfth Mm ka State Legislatune 
Pouch 1/
Juneau,Alaska 9981 1

Vean Sin:
I have been licensed in  the State of MwAa both as a LileldeA Oualinien 
and Welding J-'pecton since 1976 and fee l th a t even tho the Welding 
Sound km i t  <,aont coming ( lack of, enhancement m̂ :.etj and personnel )
I t  should bf> continued and that State Licensing should nemain a nequinment.

! 7f t l t i ' t . to continue , I fe e l th a t the State should pnovide
a b e tte  me thod m notice the companies making in  the s ta te .

l

S inccn lj ijoym

Laio-'cnce Hassell 
License H AA-0053

Copies to : Vice Chainman, He/inand Sijlsma
Richand Randolph 
Tenmj Gandinen 
Bnian Rogens 
Von Lockman

816 B e t ty  S troo t • F a irb a n k s , A la sk a  99701 • Phone:(907)452-8958



DATE* February 2, 19b2

TOs Chairman Terry Martin
Legislative House Labor & Commerce Committee 

Twelfth Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

FROM: Albert C. Hines
A laska State Welding Inspector 

License No. 0057

SUBJECT: State Board of Welding Examiners and State Licensing 

of Welding Inspectors Future Existance

As a n  A laska State Licensed Welding Inspector, American Welding Society 

Welding Inspector, member of United Association Local 375 and a welder 
foreman on pipeline construction at Prudhoe Bay, I feel we need our 

State Welding Board and we need our licensed welding inspectors. Please

do what y o u  can to retain these two functions.

I have w o rked pipeline construction for 29 years and I believe we need 

qualified welding inspectors as A laska is taking over the lead of all 

the states in pipeline construction.

I also believe the State should spend some money for the Board to help

police companies to check the credentials of welding inspectors. We can

not a fford an oil spill due to a defective weld.

ccj V i c j  Chairman, Bernard Bylsma 
R ichard Randolph 

Terry Gardiner 
Brian Rogers

Albert C. Hines 
3U/i Rivervlew Drive 

FalrbanKs, Alaska 997U1

Puone: (yU7) 456-7bt>5

Thank you



Omaha Public Power District
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Mr. Te r ry  M a r t in ,  Chairman 
L e g i s l a t i v e  House Labor f. Commerce Committee 
Tw e l f th  Alaska State L e g is la tu re  
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99&11 

Dear Mr. M a r t in :

I am w r i t i n g  to express my concern over the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  ending 
the Sta te  Licensed Welding Inspect ion Program.

I have been in the we lding f i e l d  25 years and in the inspect ion 
f i e l d  8 years ,  and there is no equal to t h i s  program.

The c e r t i f i c a t i o n  is  the in dus t ry  s tandard ;  and, w i th  the f u tu re  
proposed pipe l ines  in the s ta te ,  i t  should c o n t r i b u te  cons ide rab ly  to 
the q u a l i t y  o f  tha t  program.

I s t r o n g ly  hope tha t  the State takes a long, hard look a t  t h is  
program because i t  is the best in the in d u s t ry  and one I feel  the 
re s t  o f  the s ta te s  w i l l  use as a p a t te rn  f o r  programs o f  the f u tu re .

JWH:cb

c c : V ice  Chairman, Bernard Bylsmo
Richard Randolph 
Te r ry  Gardiner 
Br ian Rogers

February 1, 1982

Ser:  82-QAC-2

S ince re ly  yours ,

John W. Hopp
Q u a l i t y  Assurance Mechanical Inspector

L M P L O Y M E N T  W ITH  E Q U A L  O P P O R T U N I T Y  M A L E / F E M A L E
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P O W E R S  A N D  D U T I E S  0F; T H E  HOARD.
(a) The board shaLI

(i> establish and protnu Igate rules and regulations, 
concerning c e r ti fication of welders in the state;

(2; establish and define certi f i c a t i o n  tests as they 
apply to various types and categ ories of work done in or for 
t ft e s t a t ;

(3) work with federal, and priva te agencie s and 
speci fy i ng engi neers to estab I i sh un rform testing and 
certifying methods for a I i. welders throughout the state;

(4) work with federal agencies and the agencies of 
o t h e r s i: a t e s t o e s t a b I i s h r e c: i p r o c i t y a g r e e m e n t s ;

(5'< set u p  criteria and define experien ce and
docum e n t a r y  requirements winch may he accepted in lieu of

A S 0 8 . 9 9 . 0 8 0  DOCUMENT- i OF i P A G E  ~ 2 OF 3
p h y s i c: a i. c e r t i f i c a t i o n t e sis in t h e s t ate;

(6) set the fees for the weldor certifi cation  tests;
<7) examine, certify, avid renew the certificat ion of

q ua I i f i od a p  p  i. i c a n I s ;
(8) keep a record of its proceedings, and submit annual 

reports to the governor and the legislature;
(9) promulgate regulations concerning the qua lily of 

welds and qua I i f i ca t i oris of welders required in specific
a r e a s o f i n d u s t r y a n <:i c; o n s t r u c: 11 o n a \ \ < i ci e s i g n a t e r c p o r t i n g 
procedur es necessary to certify comp liance  with thi.se quality 
£ t a no a r d <>;

CIO) designate and approve persons qua I. ified to 
a dm i n i s t er we I d i n -i t es t s , a nd des i g na t e and app r ove shop s ,
I. a I > o i" a t o lies, o r o t h e r e s t a b li s h m e ■ r t s q u a I. i f i e d f o r t e s t i ng 
c o u p o n s  a n d  w e  I.d m a n t s .
(b ) The .' o a r cl m a y r e q u o s t t e c 11 n i c: a I p  e r s o r i n e I f i' o m t ii e

Department of Labor for the purpose of reviewing and analyzing 
reports and may request field inspection by the department for
the purpose 
renu I.at ions

of assuring compliance with, and enforcement of the 
rules and orders promulgated under secs. 10 - 110 of

AS 0 8 . 9 9 . 080 DOCUMENT* 
this chanter. 

HISTORY  (Sec. 1 ch 131 
R0601 * END 8F DOCUMENTS'
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HOUSE LABOR & COMMERCE 
STANDING COMMITTEE 
January 20, 1982 

1:10 p.m.

Members Present: Rep. Martin, Chairman
Rep. Bvlsma, Vice Chairman 
Rep. Randolph 
Rep. Gardiner 
Rep. Rogers

Members Absent: No members absent.

COMMITTEE CALENDAR

HB 146 Re payment procedures/public contracts

(^HB 595 An act continuing the existence of the Board 
of Welding Examiners; and providing for an 
effective date.

WITNESS REGISTER

Representative Brown 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
465-3744
Position Statement: Gave background on both bills.

Nick Cot.I, Management Analyst 
Division of Occupational Licensing 
Department of Commerce & Economic Development 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
465-2534
Position Statement: Supported HB 595.

Donald Lockman

Testing Institute of Alaska and 
State Board of Welding Examiners 
Anchorage, Alaska 
276-3440
Position Statement: Supported HB 595.

Ken Lomax
ARCO Oil and Gas Company 
Anchorage, Alaska 
338-1271
Position Statement: Supported HB 595.

Louie Rousseau
Welding App i.ication-Methods



Anchorage, Alaska 
272-3543
Position Statement: Opposed HB 595.

Ervin Long 
Arctic Foundations, 
Anchorage, Alaska 
276-5575
Position Statement:

HB 146

HB 595

Tape £003 
Recording 
Number 1190

Number 1201

Number 1259

Number 1371

Number 1634

Inc.

Opposed HB 595.

PREVIOUS ACTION

Referred to committee 3/11/81; no previous 
action. No action taken by committee this 
date.

Referred to committee 5/26/81; no previous 
action. No action taken by committee this 
date.

ACTION NARRATIVE

The meeting was called to order by Chairman 
Martin at 1:10 p.m. All members were 
present. The committee schedule called for 
the consideration of HB 595 and HB 146. 
Testifying before the committee regatJing 
both bills was Representative Fred Brown, 
prime sponsor.

Rep. Brown, sponsor ot HB 595 and HB 146, 
gave background on both bills. Chairman 
Martin limited further testimony and 
committee consideration to HB 595.

Nick Coti, Division of Occupational 
Licensing, Department of Commerce and 
Economic Development, spoke from prepared 
testimony in favor of continuing the Board 
of Welding Examiners.

Donald Locknu.n, of the Testing Institute of 
Alaska and the State Board of Welding 
Examiners, testified in favor of HB 595. 
Rep. Rogers questioned Lockman about his 
testimony.

Ken Lomax, of ARCO Oil and Gas Company, 
testified in favor of the bill, and 
presented written statements and letters to



V

the committee.

Number 1710 Louie Rousseau, of Welding Applicatlon-
Methods, a technical services business in 
Anchorage, testified against the bill.

Number 0136, Side B Ervin Long, of Arctic Foundations, Inc., a
manufacturer of pressure vessels and geo­
tech equipment, also testified against the 
bill. He said he does contract work for the 
Corps of Engineers, and finds the State 
Board of Welding examinations and 
certifications to be in conflict with 
federal requirements that certification must 
be dene according to the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers (ASME) code.

Number 0312 Donald Lockman gave rebuttal testimony in
favor of the State Board of Welding 
Examiners.

Number 0348 No action was taken on HB 595, and the
Chairman adje-rned the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
Hearing on liB 595 will be continued in 
February.
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A  P E R F O R M A N C E  R E V I E W  
O F  T H E

B O A R D  O F  W E L D I N G  E X A M I N E R S  

Ju n e  8, 1979

<u

C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  
D e v e l o p m e n t  

D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s

C h a r l e s  W e b b e r

B e r t r a m  L. W a g n o n

O v  t

C h a i r m a n
M e m b e r
M e m b e r
M e m b e r
M e m b e r
M e m b e r
M e m b e r

D o n a l d  L o c k m a n  

T i m  F a r r e l l  
P h i l i p  B. D a v i s  

D o n  D e l k  

G e o r g e  F o x  
P e t e r  M i l l a r  
J . C .  W i n g f i e l d
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/ m m i  Division 

THE LEGISLATURE p o u c h  w f - s t a j e  c a p i t o l

BUDGET AH D AUDIT COMMITTEE / J U N E A U .  A L A S K A  9 9 8 1 1

A u gus t 23, 1979

M e mbe rs of the
L e g i s l a t i v e  Budget and A u d i t  Committee:

In accordance w i t h  the intent of Titles 24 and 44 of the 
A l a s k a  Statutes, the attac h e d  report is submitted for your 
review.

A  PERFOR M A N C E  REVIEW 
OF THE

BOARD OF W E L D I N G  EXAMINERS 

June 8, 1979

Gerald L. Wilkerson, CPA 
Legislative A u d i t o r  
Division of Legisl ative Audit

n aim
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PURPOSE A N D  SCOPE OF THE R E VIEW

P u r p o s e

In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  24.20.271(1) 
a n d  44.66.050 ( s u n s e t  l e g i s l a t i o n ) ,  a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  
W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  t o  reviev; B o a r d  a c t i v i t i e s  

a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  to d e t e r m i n e  if t h e  B o a r d  h a s  b e e n  
o p e r a t i n g  in a n  e f f e c t i v e ,  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l  m a n n e r .

As required by legislative intent, this r eport shall b* 
c onsidered during the legisla tive o v e r sight fu nction in 
determining wheth er the B oard wi ll be reestablished. The 
law currently specifies that this Board will termi nate on 
June 30, 1980, but will con tinue until June 30,. 1981 for the 
purpose of concluding its affairs.

S c o p e

T h e  m a j o r  a r e a s  r e v i e w e d  w e r e  t h e  B o a r d ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  i t s  
l i c e n s i n g ,  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  c o m p l a i n t  a n d  a f f i r m ­
a t i v e  a c t i o n  f u n c t i o n s .  O u r  r e v i e w  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a n a l y z i n g  

a n d  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

(1) Applica ble statutes and Board regulations;

(2) d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  B o a r d  a n d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s e n t  
to B o a r d  m e m b e r s ;

(3) tests of records and documents of the Board and 
the Division of Occupa t i o n a l  L i c e nsing (OL), 
Department of C o m m e r c e  and Economic Development, 
for the years 1976-1978;

(4) interviews w i t h  OL employees;

(5) complaints filed with OL, the Ombuds m a n ' s  Office, 
Consumer A f fails  A g e n c y  and the H uman Rights 
Commission during the period 1976-1978;

(6) questionnaires  sent to State licensed welding 
inspectors; and

(7) interviews with personnel and review of publications 
of the A m e ric an W e l d i n g  Society (AWS).

Scope Co n straints

This review was hampered by the following constraints:

(1) The Board has not established and reported 
financial and p r ogr am plans as required by 
AS 37.07.050 nor has it devel oped and reported
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c performance i n f o r m a t i o n  regardin g its e f f e c t i v e­
ness and a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  as required by A S  37.07 
.090 and AS 0 8 . 9 9 . 0 8 0 ( a ) (8).

(2) OL has not a d e q u a t e l y  collected, recorded and
m ainta i n e d  p e r t i n e n t  files and statistics relating 
to the Boar,^ to e f f e c t i v e l y  and efficiently carry 
out its admi -istrative responsibilities.

c
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N  A N D  F UNCTION

T he Board of W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  w a s  established b y  the 1968 
Session  Laws of Alaska. It is o r g a n i z e d  under the De partment 
of Commerce and E c o n o m i c  Development, w h i c h  provi d e s  a d m i n­
istrative and i n v e s t i g a t i v e  s u p p o r t  through the D i v i s i o n  of 
Occupat ional Licensing.

The Board consists of seven m e m b e r s  w i t h  extensive experience 
in w e ldi ng who a r<i a p p o i n t e d  b y  the Gov ernor for s t a g g e r e d  
five year terms. A t  least three m e m b e r s  must be engineers,
i.e., w i t h  engineering d e g re es or registration as a n  engineer 
and at least five years e n g i n e e r i n g  experience.

The functions of the Board are a d d r e s s e d  in AS 08.99.
A m o n g  the powers and duties cited, the statute' d i r e c t s  the 
B oard to: p romulgate rules and r e gu lations r e g a r d i n g  the
certification of welders; examine, cert ify and r e n e w  certif ication 
define tests and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  methods; report a n n u a l l y  to 
the Legislature and Governor.
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REPO RT  C O N C L U S I O N

Po l i c y  Issues

This review contains p o l i c y  issues raised as a r e s u l t  of our 
evaluatio n of v a r i o u s  B o a r d  practices. The final p olicy 
decisions aff ecting these practice s are not w i t h i n  the scope 
of this review b u t  r e q u i r e  legislative consideration. In 
de b at ing these issues, the legislati ve oversight c o m m i t t e e s  
should consider the findings and alternatives p r e s e n t e d  in 
this report in r e a c h i n g  their decisions.

Report C onclusio n

In our opinion, t here is not a sufficient public n e e d  for 
c ontinuing eithe r the B o a r d  or State licensing o f  w e l d i n g  
personnel.

M o s t  consumers (e.g. engineers, c o nst ruction and p i p e l i n e  
companies) of w e l d i n g  services possess adequate k n o w l e d g e  to 
pr o pe rly evaluate the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of those o f f e r i n g  the 
service. To a s s i s t  in i dentifyin g qualifications, the 
A m e r i c a n  W e l ding Society admini sters a c ertif i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  
for wel ding inspectors, the only cla ssification of w e l d i n g  
personnel being licensed by the State. If it is d e t e r m i n e d  
that State regula t i o n  of w e l d i n g  is desirable, less r e s t r i c t i v e  
a l t e r n a t i v e s — such as s t a t utory requirements for welder, 
qualification c e r t i f i c a t e s — are viable (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
No. 1).

In the event that the Boar d is reestablished by the Legislature, 
ce rtain changes should be implemented in order for the Boa rd
co m o r e  effectively serve the * 'jlic.

The Board should thorou g h l y  r eview applications b efore 
licenses are issued (see Recomm e n d a t i o n  No. 2) .

To better represent the p ublic and the industry, statutory 
requirements for m e m b e r s h i p  on the Board should be e x p e dited 
(see Recommend ation No. 3).

Statutes governing the Board should be reviewed and amended 
to clarify duties, e n f o r c e m e n t  responsibility, a n d  the 
applicability o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  adjudication p r o c e d u r e s  (see 
Recommendation No. 4).

Additional revision of Board regulations is n eede d to m a k e
them clear, r e a s o n a b l e  and w i t h i n  the scope of the B o a r d ' s
purpose  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 5).

The Board should d e v e l o p  formal objectives and r e p o r t  
performance as r e q u i r e d  by AS 37.07.050 and AS 00.99.08 0 
(see Recommendation No. 6).

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A D IV IS IO N  O F  L E G I S L A T I V E  AU D IT



FI N DI NG S A ND RECOMMENDATIONS

Findings and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  No. 1 through No. 6 are addressed 
to the Board of W e l d i n g  Examiners, w i t h  R e c o m mendation No. 3 
also being a d d r e s s e d  to the O ffi ce of the Governor.

Recommendation No. 1

W e  recommend that the Board of W e l d i n g  Exam iners be allowed 
to terminate J u n e  30, 1980 and that State licensing of 
w e l d i n g  personnel be d i s c o n t i n u e d .

Under regulations w h i c h  became effective in August, 1978,
the Board of W e l d i n g  Examiners is licensing "welding inspectors"
(WI). Among the functions of the WI are t e sting  weldments
and issuing w e l d e r  q u a l ific ation certificates'. Such certificates
are required under the regulations for welders performing
operations in w h i c h  w e l dm ent failure w o u l d  be hazardous to
life or property.

Requirements for WI licensure are based on the American 
W e ldi ng Society (AWS) p r o g r a m  for c e r t i fication of WI's.
The written exam in a t i o n  require d for licensure is administered 
by AWS. In a d d i t i o n  to other requirements for AWS c e r t i f i­
cation, an a p p l i c a n t  for State WI licensure m u s t  have passed 
a welder q u a l i f i c a t i o n  test, demonstr ating practical skills.

In determining w h e t h e r  there is a continued public need for 
the Board of W e l d i n g  Examiners, several factors should be 
considered.

The primary goal of regulating oc cupations is to protect the 
pubTxc. Licensi ng is desirabl e when:

1. The unli ce n s e d  practice of an o ccupation  poses a 
serious risk to the life, safety, health or 
e conomic w e l l - b e i n g  of a relatively large number 
of consumers;

2. the con sumers of a service are at a disadvantage 
in evalua t i n g  the qualifica tions of a provider; 
and

3. there is evidence of abuse, by providers of the 
service, to which the consume r has inadequate 
recourse through the general law.

Because of its relati o n s h i p  to the integrity of a structure, 
inferior welding has the potential of resulting in physical, 
economic or e nviro n m e n t a l  harm. However, w e  believe the 
potential has a public impact only in cases of large-scale 
projects, such as public structures, commercial buildinqs, 
or ventures like the pipeline.
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P e r s o n s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s u c h  p r o j e c t s ,  

w h o  a r e  a c t u a l l y  t h e  " c o n s u m e r s "  o f  w e l d i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  c a n  b e  
e x p e c t e d  t o  h a v e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  n e e d e d  t o  
e v a l u a t e  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  w e l d i n g  p e r s o n n e l .  T h i s  is 

e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  n o w  t h a t  t h e  A W S  c e r t i f i e d  W I  p r o g r a m  
p r o v i d e s  a m e a n s  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  q u a l i f i e d  i n s p e c t o r s .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  A W S  p r o g r a m  i n c l u d e s  a c o d e  o f  e t h i c s  a n d  

p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  h a n d l i n g  c o n s u m e r  c o m p l a i n t s .

It s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  if a n  i n t e r s t a t e  g a s  p i p e l i n e  is 
b u i l t ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  w o u l d  b e  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  P o w e r  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  B o a r d ' s  a u t h o r i t y  to 
i m p o s e  w e l d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  o v e r  s u c h  a p i p e l i n e  is d o u b t f u l .

A l s o  n o t e w o r t h y  is: (a) A W S 1s l a c k  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  S t a t e
l i c e n s u r e  o f  w e l d i n g  p e r s o n n e l ,  a n d  (b) t h a t  o n l y  o n e  o t h e r  

s t a t e  t o  d a t e  r e q u i r e s  l i c e n s i n g  o f  W I ' s .

W e  f o u n d  n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  S t a t e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  W I ' s  a f f o r d s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  c o n s u m e r s r F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
o f  t h e  f e w  c o m p l a i n t s  f i l e d  w i t h  S t a t e  a g e n c i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
w e l d i n g  o c c u p a t i o n ,  o n l y  o n e  a l l e g e d  i n f e r i o r  w e l d i n g  p r a c ­
ti c e s ,  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  c o n c e r n e d  u n l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  
o c c u p a t i o n  o r  p r o b l e m s  e n c o u n t e r e d  in o b t a i n i n g  a l i c e n s e .

If, a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  " s u n s e t "  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  w e l d i n g  is n e e d e d ,  l e s s  r e­
s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  are, in o u r  o p i n i o n ,  v i a b l e .  W e l d e r  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  c a n  b e  r e q u i r e d  b y  s t a t u t e  and, 
if d e s i r e d ,  t h e  A W S  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  f o r  W I ' s  c o u l d  b e  
a d o p t e d  b y  r e f e r e n c e .

W h i l e  w e  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  c o n t r i b u t e d  b y  B o  >rd 
m e m b e i s ,  w e  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a s u f f i c i e n t  p u b l i c  n e e d  
e x i s t s  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  
s t r u c t u r e .

H o w e v e r ,  in t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  is r e e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w e  
r e c o m m e n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a n g e s  b e  m a d e  in i t s  o p e r a t i o n .

Recommendation N o . 2

T h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  a s s u m e  a m o r e  a c t i v e r o l e  in t h e  l i c e n s i ng 
p r o c ess.

D u r i n g  o u r  t e s t  o f  l i c e n s i n g  f i l e s  w o  n o t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1. A p p l i c a t i o n  forms do not request all the infor­
mation necessary to determine if requi rements for 
licensure have been met. There is no provision 
for d ocu menting q u a l ifications for initial licensure 
(as d e f i n e d  in 12 AAC 72.065(a) 1-0), except 
through  the submission of AWS QC-1 certificate. 
A p p l i c a n t s  for renewal are not asked to provide
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evidence of the r e q u i r e d  v i sual examination. 
Consequently, none of the licenses r e newed  in 1_79 
d ocumented that this r e q u i r e m e n t  had b e e n  met.

2. At the direction of the Board, the licensing
examiner was issuing licenses to a pplicants  prior 
to a r e v i e w  of q u a l if ications by the Board. In 
August, 1978, the Boa rd began licensing "welding 
inspectors" and d i s c o n t i n u e d  licensing "weld 
qualifiers". The change p r o d u c e d  a certain degree 
of c o n f u s i o n  on the p a r t  of the licensees, as 
well as the examiner, r e g a r d i n g  the qualificati ons 
for licensure. As a result, licenses were issued 
to 4 (out of 48 tested) appl icants who did not 
submit adequate proo f of m e e t i n g  the qualific ations 
of a w e l d i n g  inspector.

AS 08.01.070(6) r e q uires  licensing bo ards to pass on the 
qualifications of a ppl icants for licensure. As ev idenced by 
the above describ ed findings, current review procedures are 
not effective. As a result, the public is not being p r o­
tected from u nqua l i f i e d  practitioners, w h i c h  is the primary 
objective of occupations', licensing. We therefore recommend 
that no license be issued until the Board has thorough ly 
reviewed the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of an a p p l icant and has determined 
that all requirements for licensure or renewal have been 
met.

Recommendation No. 3

To ensure adequate repres e n t a t i o n  of the regulated occupation 
and the general public: (a) the composition, terms and
sources of nomination  for Board m e m b e r s h i p  should be reviewed 
and amended; (b) the O ffi ce of the Governor  should make 
appointments in comp li a n c c  with statutory requ irements and 
in a timely m a n n e r .

As provided in AS 08.99.010-.050, the Board of Weldin g 
Examiners consists of seven members with  extensive welding 
experience, three of w h o m  mus t be engineers. M e m bers are 
appointed by the G o v ernor for staggered five year terms from 
nominations submitted by the Alaska  C h apter of the American 
Welding Society and the Alaska Soci ety of Prof essional 
E n g i n e e r s .

3oc rd Composi tion and N o minations

over 20% of the licensed W e l d ing Inspectors, as well as one 
in five Board members, responding  to L e gisl ative Audit 
questionnaires felt that the statutory r e quire ments do not 

re adequate r epres e n t a t i o n  of the occupation. Their 
c )iruents included opini ons that the present Board consists 
of too many persons involved w i t h  test, labs and that more 
than one member from the same firm should not serve concurrently. 
It was suggested that the Board should represent the 
various areas of the occupation: engineers, test labs,
construction, fabrication and petrochemicals.
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Furthermore, it was e x p r e s s e d  that nom inations should be 
accepted from the e ntire industry rather than two societies 
to w h i c h  m a n y  qualified, interested  persons are not known.

In addition to statute changes in Board m e m b e r s h i p  suggested 
by licensees, in our o p i n i o n  the Board should include at 
least one lay member, w h o  has no direct financial interest 
in the r e g u lated occupation. A l t h o u g h  lay m e mbers lack 
technical expertise, they can and should c ontri b u t e  to 
policy  formulatio n and enforc e m e n t  decisions. The importance 
cf a repre s e n t a t i v e  of the p r i m a r y  interest group, the 
public, should d e f i n i t e l y  he addressed.

Terms of Board m e mbers

Responses to licensee questi o n n a r i e s  also p o inted to a 
significant o p i nion that Board m emb er terms should be: (1)
shorter (54% of those responding) and, (2) limited to no 
more than two c o n s e c u t i v e  terms (80% of those r e s p o n d i n g ) .
The r eason m o s t  freque n t l y  ex pressed was to create a more 
responsive, active Board.

Size of the Board

Iri addition, we b e l i e v e  that the Board is unn ecessarily 
large when  compared w i t h  other State boards and considering 
it currently  licenses only 50 persons. We recommend a 
reduction in size to five m e m bers to increase o perating 
effici e n c y  and c o o r d i n a ' i o n  wit h the Divison of Occupational 
Licensing (OL), and to re duce associated travel costs.

Appoint ments

Our e x a m i n a t i o n  of records in the Office of the G o v ernor and 
the Division of O c c u p a t i o n a l  Licensing  (OL) showed that 
since 1573 the Board has had between 3 and 8 properly appointed 
members  at a given time. In fact, it met the requirement 
for seven members for o nly nine months during the period 
reviewed. Of the "current" board, we finally d e t e r m i n e d —  
after receiving m u c h  c o n f l i c t i n g  information —  that three 
terns expired in December, 1978. In addition, only two of 
the seven members of the most recent board arc engineers, as 
defined in the statutes.

In conclusion, we reco mmend that the Board seek changes in 
the statutes w h i j h  will result in improved representation 
and efficiency of operation. Furthermore, as recommended in 
our O c t o ber 30, 1978 p e r f o r m a n c e  review of OL, we urge the 
Office of the G o v e r n o r  to make more timely a p p oint ments to 
the o c c u p a t i o n a l  boards to ensure compli ance with statutory 
requirements.
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The Board should p r o p o s e  revisions to the statutes in o rder 
to clarify; (a) the intended powers and duties of the 
Board; (b) h o w  w e l d i n g  r egulat ions are to be enforced; and 
(c) the a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of admi ni s t r a t i v e  a d j u d i c a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s .

A. A u t h o r i t y  for the Board of W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  is 
found in A S  08.99, w h i c h  was last a m e n d e d  in
1970. Since that time, changes in B oard membership, 
a ctivities and regula tions have occurred. As a 
result, several subsections of AS 08.99.080(a) no 
longer p e rtain to operat i o n s  of the Board.

1. § 6 requires the Boa rd to a p pr ove fees for 
w e l d e r  certif i c a t i o n  tests. The Board no 
longer engages in this activity. However, 
this section was cited as the a u t h ority  for 
chargin g fees for licensing w e l d i n g  inspectors.

2. § 10 states that the B o a r d  shall approve test
facilities. The r e vised regula t i o n s  omit 
this activity and instead address licensing 
of w e l d i n g  inspectors.

3. $ 9 requires the B o a r d  to d e s i g n a t e  reporting
proced ures necessar y to c e r t i f y  con.ol iance 
w i t h  q u al ity standards. No r e p o r t i n g  methods 
are a d d r essed in the regulations.

B. Statutes p r ovide for the enforc e m e n t  of w e l d i n g  
r egulations  by bo th the D e p a r t m e n t  of Labor (AS 
08.99.080(b)) and the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and 
Economic D e v e l o p m e n t  (AS 08.01.087). The dual 
a s s i g n m e n t  of e nfor cement r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  has 
resulted in confusion. The a s s i g n m e n t  of in­
ves t i g a t i v e  duties needs c l a r i f i c a t i o n  so that 
regulati ons are adequately enforced and consum er 
compla i n t s  are properly handled.

C. A l t h o u g h  AS 08. 01.090 states that the Administra<’i v 2 
P roced u r e s  Act (AS 44.62) appli es to proceedings 
held under the C e n t r a l i z e d  Licensi ng Chapter, the 
Board of W e l d i n g  E x a m iners is e x c l u d e d  from a
listing of a gencies to which a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  adj udication 
p roce dures apply (AS 44.62.330). Ar a resu lt of 
the omission, the ap plic a b i l i t y  of the adjudicati on 
p rocedures is in doubt. The Board should be 
included in the listing in AS 4 4.62.330 through an 
amendm ent to the statutes.

R ec om me nd at i on  No. 4
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The Board should contin ue its efforts in r e v i s i n g  admin i s t r a t i v e  
r e g u l a t i o n s .

One of the p r i mary activities of the B o a r d  over the p a s t  
several years was the substantial r e v is ion of 12 A A C  72, the 
administr ative r egulati ons governing the o c c u p a t i o n  of 
w e l d i n g  in Alaska. The changes b ecame  e f f e c t i v e  A u g u s t  21,
1978.

In the course of our r e v i e w  we n oted several areas of 12 AAC 
72 which merit further consideration, and p o s s i b l y  amendment.

1. Requirements for w eld er q u a l i f i c a t i o n  (12 A A C  
72.015) and w e lding inspe ctor licensure (12 AAC 
72.055) apply to all c ompe nsated w e l d i n g  o per ations 
in the State "in which w e l d m e n t  failure w o u l d  
involve h aza rd to life or property". The a p p lic ability 
of the regulations needs c l a r i f i c a t i o n  to simplify 
in t e r pretation and to m a k e  their e n f o r c e m e n t  
manageable.

2. 12 AAC 72.045 requires "continuous employment" on 
a process (without i n ter ruption of m o r e  than 90 
c o nse cutive days) as a c o n d i t i o n  of m a i n t a i n i n g  a 
current w e l d e r  qual if i c a t i o n  certificate. We 
believe this is unduly r e s t r i c t i v e  because:

a. The regulati ons also require that a c e rtificate 
be current under the code or job specifications 
under w h i c h  it was issued.

b. A  w e l d e r  qu alified in several p r o c es ses may 
be ass igned by his emplo yer to o n l y  one 
process for several months. B e f o r e  he could 
be assigned to another process, additional 
time and expense w o u l d  be r e q uried for r e­
testing .

c. The limited constr u c t i o n  season in A l a s k a  
causes m any wel ders to be w i t h o u t  w o r k  for 
m o r e  than 90 day periods.

3. 12 AAC 72.105 requires an annual renewal of welding 
inspector licenses. This confl icts w i t h  AS 08.01.100 
which requres biennial renewal of occupa t i o n a l  
licenses. It also creates a dditional a d m i n istr ative 
effort for both the Divisior of O c c u p a t i o n a l  
Licensing and the licensee, with no de mons t r a b l e  
benefit to the public.

4. 12 AAC 72.085 provides for q u a r t e r l y  examinations 
for w e l ding inspector license. The provision,

R ecomme nd at io n No. 5
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w h i c h  exceeds the regular semi-annual a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
of the e x a m  by the A m e r i c a n  W e l d i n g  S o c i ety (AWS), 
w a s  included to give sufficient o p portunity  to 
become licensed under the r e v ised r e g u l a t i o n s .
While w e  concur w i t h  the Board's  reasoning, w e  
feel they should review this policy in light of 
increased costs and the r elat ively small n umber 
(an average of 9) w h o  take the exam each quarter.

In reviewing q u e s t i o n n a i r e  responses from licensed WI's, we 
noted concern re garding the interpretation, accept a n c e  and 
enforceab ility of the regulations. Doubts c oncer n i n g  the 
enforceability  w e r e  likewise expressed by Board m e m b e r s  who 
responded to a separate questionnaire: three b e l i e v e d  they
could not be enforced, expecially among small operators; two 
said they could be e n f or ced i£ State funding for inves tigation 
was adequate.

We believe that the cited o pinions of m e mb ers of the occupatio n 
support our conten t i o n  that additional revisions to the 
regulations are n ee ded to make them clear, reason able and 
w i t h i n  the scope of the Board's purpose.

Recommend ation N o . P

Wi t h  the assistance of the Division of O c c upa tional L i c e n s i n g  
(OL), the Board should develop proce dures for d e f i ning 
its objectives and repor t i n g  its performance to the Governor 
and the L e g i s l a t u r e .

As part of the "sunset" process of d etermi ning w h e t h e r  there 
is a continued public need for its existence, each Board 
must identify formal objectives. W h e r e  practical, these 
objectives should be q u a n tifiable so that the Board's p erformanc e 
can be measured.

The budget process is the vehicle by w h i c h  State agencies 
usually identify goals and objectives. While  OL prepares 
such documents on a div is i o n - w i d e  basis, objectives and 
measurements have not been developed for individual boards 
(see our October 30, 1978 performance review of (OL).

Furthermore, a l t hough required by AS 08.99.080(a)(8), the 
Board has not been submitt ing annual reports to the Gover n o r  
and the Legislature. We recommend such reports be prepared 
and contain, at a minimum, the following information:

1. Board's purpose and objectives;

2. operating r eceipts and expenditues;

3. p a r ticipation  by Board members;

4. changes in statutes and regulations; and

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A 14 D IV IS IO N  O F  L E G I S L A T I V E  A U D IT -



5. significant a ctivities and concerns.

The process of identifying objectives and repor ting perfo r m a n c e  
not only allows o u tside parties to evaluate the need for the 
Board, it also pr ovides an im portant tool for the Board to 
evaluate itself and adjust its prioriti es for the most 
effecitve use of its resources.
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A N A L Y S I S  O F  P U B L I C  N E E D

Limited  Analy sis

The following analysis of Board activities relates to the 
public need factors d e f i n e d  in the "sunset" law. This 
analysis is not intended to be all inclusive, but addresses 
those areas we w e r e  able to cover w i t h i n  the scope of our 
review.

I . The ex tent to w h i c h  the board, commiss ion or 
pr o g r a m  has o p e r a t e d  in the public i n t e r e s t .

A. The B oard revised its regulations (effective 
August, 1978), incorporating a nationally 
r ecogn i z e d  p r ogram for certifying w e lding 
inspectors. However, we found that the 
regulations: (1) duplicat e efforts of the
national organization; (2) are vague w i t h  
regard to applicability; (3) difficult to 
enforce (see Recomme ndatons No. 1 and No. 5).

II. The extent to w h i c h  the o p e r ation of Lhe board,
commission, or agency p r o g r a m  has been impeded or 
enhanced by existing statutes, procedures, and 
practices w h i c h  it has adopted, and any other 
matter, incl uding budgetary, resource, and personnel 
m a t t e r s .

A. Due to sta tutory m e m b e r s h i p  requirements and 
a p p o i n t m e n t  delays, neither the public nor
the o c c u p a t i o n  is assured of adequate representation 
on the Board (see R e c ommenda ton No. 3).

B. The respo n s i b i l i t y  for enforcement of Board 
r e gul ations is not clearly defined (see 
Re c o m mendation No. 4) .

C. The Board has not d e v e loped written plans or 
reported achievements by which to evaluate 
its p e r f o r m a n c e  (see Recommendat ion No. 6).

D. The D i v i sion of O c cupat ional Licensing (OL) 
has not m a i n t a i n e d  updated statistics for 
Board use (see Lhe OL Perform ance Audit 
R e p o r t ) .

I I I . The extent to which the b o a rd, commission or
agency has recommended statutory changes w h i c h are 
generally ofl~ b e nefit to the public interest.
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c. A. Statutes governing the B oard have not been
revised since 1970. W e  noted several sections 
w h i c h  have become obsolete, yet the Board has 
not pr opo s e d  any changes (see R e c o mm endation 
No. 4).

IV. The extent to w h i c h  the.-board,-Commission or.
agency has encouraged interested .persons to report 
to it concern ing the effect of its regul ations and 
decisions on the effectivenes s of service, and 
availability of service w h i c h  it has p r o v i d e d .

A. We found no docume n t a t i o n  of Board efforts to
e ncourage input on the effect of its regulations 
and decisions, except as noted in V  below.

V. The extent to w h i c h  the board, c ommiss ion or
agency has enc ouraged public p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the 
making of its regulations and d e c i s i o n s.

A. In accordance wi th the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Procedures 
Act, the Board solicited w r i t t e n  and oral 
testimony from persons interested in its 
propose d regulation revisions.

B. Board m e e tings are held four times per year 
and are announced in Anchorage, Fairbanks,
J uneau and Ketchik an newspapers. However, 
they are not advertised in a timely manner 
(see the OL P erfor mance Audit  R e p o r t ) .

V I . The efficiency with which public inquiries or
complaints regarding the activities of the b o a r d , 
commission or agency filed with  .it, with the 
department to which a board or commission  is 
a d ministra tively assigned, or with the office of 
the ombudsm an have been pro cessed and r e s o l v e d .

A. No formal complaints concernin g Board activities 
have been filed with OL.

B. Of the two complaints filed with the Ombudsman 
d uring the last three years, both were closed 
and considered rectified.

VII. The extent to w hich a board or commission which 
regulates entry into an occupa t i o n  or profession 
has p resented qualif ied applicants to serve the 
p u b l i c . " '

A. The Board has not adequa tely reviewed
a pplications for licensure. As a result 
licenses were issued to several persons whose 

/ q u a l i fications  were not adequatel y documented
v  (see Reco mmendation No. 2).

c
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B. F e w  c o m p l a i n t s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  a g a i n s t
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t e d  o c c u p a t i o n .  A l l  b u t  
o n e  d e a l t  w i t h  u n l i c e n s e d  ( r a t h e r  t h a n  
u n e t h i c a l  o r  s u b s t a n d a r d )  p r a c t i c e .

V I I I .  T h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  s t a t e  p e r s o n n e l  p r a c t i c e s , 
i n c l u d i n g  a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  h a v e  
b e e n  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  b y  t h e  b o a r d ,  c o m m i s s i o n  o r  
a g e n c y  t o  i t s  o w n  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  t h e  a r e a  o f  
a c t i v i t y  o r  i n t e r e s t .

A. W e  f o u n d  n o  c o m p l a i n t s  o r  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  to 
i n d i c a t e  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  b y  t h e  
B o a r d .  H o w e v e r ,  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m s  r e q u e s t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  ag e .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  is o f  a 
p o t e n t i a l l y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  n a t u r e  a n d  s h o u l d  
b e  e l i m i n a t e d  u n l e s s  i t  i s  based, o n  a b o n a  
f i d e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .

IX. T h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  s t a t u t o r y ,  r e g u l a t o r y ,  b u d g e t i n g  
o r  o t h e r  c h a n g e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  
a g e n c y ,  b o a r d  o r  c o m m i s s i o n  to b e t t e r  s e r v e  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  to c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  
f a c t o r s  e n u m e r a t e d  in t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n .

A. P l e a s e  r e f e r  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n ,  F i n d i n g s  
a n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .
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C
A P P E N D I X  A

TOARD OF W E L D I N G  EXAMINERS 
REVINUES C O M P A R E D  W I T H  EXPENDI TURES 

Fiscal Ye ar 1978 
(UNAUDITED)

Revenue (See Note 1) $ -0-

E xpenditures (See Note 2) (11,289)

Excess of Expenditures
Over Revenues $(11,289)

c
K

Note 1

Prior to the revision of its regulat ions in August, 1978, the 
Board did not assess any fees for licensure. Exam in a t i o n  fees 
are remitted direc t l y  to the A m e r i c a n  W e lding  So'-: ety which 
a dministers the examination. T h e r e f o r e  no revenue was reported 
for the Board prior to the Fiscal Year 1979.

Note 2

Expenditures include venose made by Board members, such as 
travel and per d i e m  and an a l l o cated percen t a g e  (estimated) 
of total a d m i nis trative expenses of OL. They do not include 
expenditures for efforts of other departments, such as the 
Department of Law, that may be assisting the Board and OL.

e
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A P P E N D I X  B

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  STATISTICS

Licen s e d  W e lding Inspecto.rs as of 
3/12/79 (see Note 1)

Alaska residence

Out-of- state residence

Total

A m e r ican W e l d i n g  Society  W e l d i n g  
Inspector E xamin ation

Date

Fall, 1976 
Spring, 1977 
Summer, 197/
Fall, 1977 
Winter, 1978 
Spring, 1978 
Summer, 1978 
Fall, 1978 
Winter, .1979

Total No. E xamined

Divided by No. of Examina tions

Average No. per exam

Board Meetings in Calendar 
Years 1976-1978

Average Number of Meetings per 
calendar year (see Note 3)

Average Number of Board members 
per meeting

N u m b e r  As % of T c tal

27 55%

22 45%

49 100%

No. of Exami nees at 
A nchorag e Test Site 

(Unaudited - See Note 2)

14
19
3
8
3
6

11
9

_8

81

given _9

9

4.7 m eeting-

4.6 m e m b e r s

Note 1

We were unable to determine, from information  on file with OL, 
the legal residence of licensees. The above figures reflect 
mailing addresses.
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Note 2

Numbers  of individuals taking e x a minat ions w e r e  p r o v i d e d  by 
the A m e r i c a n  W e l d i n g  Society.

Note 3

At its January 27, 1978 meeting, the B o a r d  a d o pted a p olicy  
to hold meeting s four times p e r  year, on Frida ys p r e c e e d i n g  
examinations. All m e e tings have been held in Anchorage.
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A P P E N D I X  C

Q U E S T I O N S  ~RE S E N T  T O  B O A R D  M E M B E R S

W h a t  a r e  t h e  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  
t h e  B o a r d ?

Descr ipt ion
Decrease hazards to p u b l i c /environment 
by improving the q u a l i t y  o f  welded 
produc t s .
Improve q u a l i t y  o f  welded p roduc t s .
Should be q u a l i t y  con t ro l ,  but c u r r en t l y  
i n vo lv e s  s e l f - p ro t e c t i v e  bus ines s  i n t e r e s t s .
W h a t  a r e  t h e  p a s t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  a n d  f u t u r e  
p l a n s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  f o r  m e e t i n g  its g o a l s ?

Descr ipt ion
Past accompl ishments:

Devised r e gu l a t i o n s  to l i c en se  welding 
i n sp e c to r s , thereby improving welding in 
genera I .
Economic s e l f - i n t e r s t .

Future p lans:
Maintain q u a l i t y  o f  c r i t e r i a .
Give techn i ca l  adv ice to S ta te  departments,
Should support bureau concept; too much i l l  w i l l  towards present Board
Continue p re- jo in t  a c t i v i t y .

Number o f  Board 
Members ’ Responses 
(See Notes 1 and 2)

3
1

Number o f . BoaPd, . 
Members ' Responses

4
1

2

1

1

1
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In w h a t  ways w o u l d  the absents of regulation 
of w e l d i n g  in A l a s k a  be detrimental to the 
public interest?

Descr ip t ion
Qua l i t y  o f  component in spec t i on  and welder 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  would s u f f e r ; non-ccde work 
would inc rea se to de t r iment  o f  the p u b l i c .
Not d e t r im en t a l ; p ro f e s i s on a l  s o c i e t i e s  
have c e r t i f i c a t i o n  programs; p r i v a t e  
i n d u s t r y  moni tors i t s e l f .
L e f t  unmonitoredj q u a l i t y  would be c i rcum­
vented to inc rea se p r o f i t s .
Higher cos t  because weldment f a i l u r e  i s  
more expensive a f t e r  a product i s  ope ra t i ng .
What alternatives to Board regulation of 
w e l d i n g  exist? Are the alternative s viable? 
W h y ?

Descr ip t ion
Uureau suck as in t roduced  by 511121; not 
v i a b l e ;  too expensive 3 b u r e a u c r a t i c .
He qu i r e  ex tens i ve  insurance coverage3 
r e l y i n g  on insurance companies to enforce 
s t anda rd s ; too expens i ve .
E l imina te  Board; l e t  i n d u s t r y  po l i c e  i t s e l f :  

V iab le<.
Not ' l i ab le ;  not e f f e c t i v e  in pant; only 
some la rge companies have developed q u a l i t y  
con t ro l  prog rams.
U t i l i z e  procedures other  than welding;  
not p r a c t i c a l .

Number o f  Board Members ' Responses

I

I
F

r

l

Number o f  Board I 
Members' Responses

[
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Are existing statutes (AS 08.01 ana i\S 08.99) 
obsolete, v a g u e , unduly r e s t r i c t i v e , and/or 
inadequate to p r ovide the Bo ard w i t n  the 
authority to m e e t  its o bjectiv es? W h a t  
changes w ould y o u  s u g g e s t ?

Descr ip t ion
Adequate; no changes suggested .
Inadequate ; need Bureau to perform 
phys i c a l  func t i on .
Somewhat vague, r e s t r i c t i v e ;  Board's 
au tho r i t y  i s  doub t fu l  but i n t e r e s t  in  
welding has increased .
Obsolete; should address l i c e n s i n g  o f  
i n spec to rs  r a t he r  than we lde r s , t e s i  f a c i l i t i e s  and code w r i t i n g .
A ro t h e recently amended r e g u l a t i o n s :

A. too restricitve; too l e n i e n t ?

No; s a t i s f a c t o r y .
Yes.

B. easily i n t e r p r e t e d ?

Yes .

No.
C. e n f o r c e a b l e ?

No, e s p e c i a l l y  among sma l l  operators
Yea, i f  S ta te  adequa te ly  funds 
i n v e o l i g a t i o n s .

D . accepted by those being r e g u l a t e d ? 

Yea.
P a r t i a l l y  or g ene r a l l y .
Voluntary compl iance.

Number o f  Board 
Members ' Responses

2
1

Number o f  Board 
Members ' Responses

4
1

4
1

2
2

1
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