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STATEMENT IN FAVOR OF BALLOT PROPOSITION NO.
\ The legislature, w hen it w rites a law. cannot fo-osee all 
I of the possible details involved in tarry ing  it out. The appro- 

, priate adm inistrative agency is therefore allowed to write 
t regulations w h ich  spell out w ho does w hat, w hen , w here, 

' \ and how . If the agency does no more than this no problem
i  is created.
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Unfortunately agency regulations are not a lw ays ct nsistent 
w ith ihe intent the legislature had in passing the law. 3ome- 
tim es an agency w ill get carried aw ay and put out regulations 
that cause an unnecessary burden for the citizens. The First 
State Leg stature realized this and provided a sim ple solution. 
The legislature could , by a concurrent resolution passed by 
a m ajority of each house, annul an adm inistrative regulation. 
S u ch  a resolution is not subject to the governor's veto.

V \ • Tfie A laska Suprem e Court recently held, in a 3-2 decision, 
that the legislature m ust use a bill rather than a resolution 
to annul adm inistrative legulations. 8ut a bill is subject to

the governor's veto. The governor can  hardly be expected 
to approve a bill overruling his subordinates, w ho put out 
the regulation in the first p lace. Th e  present governor has  

^already vetoed one such bill.

The court ruling gives agency regulations equal standing  
with law s, even though <.o single person elected by the voters 

. has approved them. ■

• Our governm ent is w ise ly  based on divid ing power am ong  
the three branches: legislative, executive and jud icial. The  
current situation gives entirely too m uch  power to the execu­
tive branch. Yo ur approval of this constitutional am endm ent 
will restore the better balance under w h ich  the state operated 
from 1 98 1  to 1980.

'■
-  Charles H. Parr

V C h a i r m a n ,  H ouse Ju d ic ia ry  Committee 
■ A laska State Legislature . •
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STATEMENT AGAINST BALLOT PROPOSITION NO. 1
This is still another proposal by tho legislature to free itself 

from the checks and balances of our constitution. Under the 
constitution, tho legislature has all the power it needs to moke 
laws and annul adm inistrative regulations. This proposal does 
not aid the public in any w ay. W hat it does is allow  tho legisla­
ture to exorcise its power to annul regulations in disregard  
of the constitutional rcquiromorits that each bill have a single 
subject, that each bill have threo readings in oach house, 
and that there bo a recorded voto of the ayes end nays on 
final passage. It would also froo tho legislature from tho exec- 
utivo veto and it would allow  it to ignoro tho prohibition

,.,„f ■ j*m>r 1.1-; — w-.rjr i"-■- •: • ' -.r>
The A laska Suprom e Court has recently  ruled that tho leg.s- 

la'.uro must ab ide by the constitution's checks and balances 
on its power w henever it exercises that power, including  
whon it acts to annul regulations. Th is am endm ent is intend­
ed to overrule the court s decision and erode the constitu­
tion's safoguaids. It aids legislators, not the public, and it 
should be rejected.
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against special ond local legislation. m
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~  Katherine O. Nordale
' \ Delegate to the A laska

■ Constitutional Convention,
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Arguments printed on this page are the opinions of the authors and have not been checked for accuracy by any official agency.
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