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Fifth, the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  a p p e a r s  to s u f f e r  a lack of 

i d e n t i t y  in the m i n d s  o f  v o ters , w hich, in turn., i n f l u e n c e s  its 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  as a c o m m u n i c a t o r  of j u d i c i a l  e v a l u a t i o n s .  The 

C o u n c i l  m u s t  b e g i n  to t a k e  s teps which, w i l l  i n c r e a s e  c o m m u n i t y  

a w a r e n e s s  of t h e  C o u n c i l  w i t h o u t  v i o l a t i n g  j u d i c i a l  d e m e a n o r .

S ixth , it a p p e a r s  t h a t  the m a j o r i t y  o f  v o t e r s  do n o t  f a v o r  a m a j o r  

b r e a k  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  n o n - o b t r u s i v e  styl e of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  u s e d  

in e i t h e r  the O f f i c i a l  E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t  or a s i m i l a r  a p p r o a c h  

t h a t  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  in d i r e c t  m a i l i n g s  to vote?rs p r i o r  to e l e c t i o n s .  

W h i l e  n e w s p a p e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  r e c e i v e s  f a i r l y  s t r o n g  supp ort, s p e e c h e s  

a n d  r a d i o  o r  t e l e v i s i o n  a d v e r t i s i n g  a p p e a r  to v i o l a t e  n o r m s  of g o o d  

t a s t e  for m a n y  v o t e r s  in j u d i c i a l  elections. T h e r e  is l i ttle e v i­

de n c e  f r o m  t h i s  s u r v e y  to i n d i c a t e  t h a t  v o t e r s  w a n t  j u d g e s  or the 

A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  to s a c r i f i c e  j u d i c i a l  d e m e a n o r  even in 

c a s e s  of n o n - r e t e n t i o n .  The m a j o r i t y  a p p e a r  to b e  a l m o s t  e q u a l l y  

d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  f a v o r i n g  s t r o n g  a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  c h o o s i n g  the a l t e r n­

at i v e  "only in the E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t "  in c a s e s  w h e r e  a j udge is 

r e c o m m e n d e d  against. T h i s  a m b i v a l e n c e  c a n  o n l y  b e  c o u n t e r e d  by 

a n u m b e r  of s t e p s  o v e r  a p e r i o d  of y e a r s  t h a t  b o t h  a d d  to v o t e r  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  the j u d i c i a l  r a t i n g  s y s t e m  w h i l e  a u g m e n t i n g  

the p r e s e n t  r a t i n g  s y s t e m  so t h a t  a c l e a r e r  c h o i c e  is offered.
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A P P E N D I X  

T A B L E  OF C O N T E N T S

A p p e n d i x  A D i s t r i b u t i o n  of R e s p o n s e s  o n  Q u e s t i o n s

A p p e n d i x  B S e l e c t e d  R e s p o n s e s  o f  T o t a l  S a m p l e  b y  
Co d e  C a t e g o r y

A p p e n d i x  C S e l e c t t 1 R e s p o n s e s  c f  a R a n d o m  S a m p l i n g  
of A l l  L '.scriminators

A p p e n d i x  D L e t t e r s  to V o t e r s

A p p e n d i x  E Q u e s t i o n n a i r e

A p p e n d i x  F C o d i n g  M a n u a l



D I S T R I B U T I O N  O F  R E S P O N S E S  ON Q U E S T I O N S



v:
1, 2, 8 a n d  9.

TABLE 1: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ON QUESTIONS

V O T I N G  B E H A V I O R  OF R E S P O N D E N T S

R e p o r t e d  V o t i n g  B e h a v i o r

R e s p o n d e n t s
w h o  voted, F a l l  1978

n =

R e s p o n d e n t s  w h o  v c c e d  
for judges, Fall,. 1978

n =

R e s p o n d e n t s  w h o  v o t e d  
to r e t a i n  judges, 
Fall, 1978

n =

R e s p o n d e n c s  w h o  v o t e d  
to n o t  r e t a i n  judges, 
Fall, 1978

n =

P E R C E N T

T o t a l  N o  Yes
V o t e r s  V o t e r s

1 00.0 100.0 100.0

571 32 124

91.9 96.9 95.1

565- 32 123

89.7 100.0

536 • 124

76.1 1 0 0 . 0

507 31

D i s c r i m i n a t o r s

100.0

355

98.9

354

100.0

355

1 0 0 . 0

355

SOURCE: A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 by N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S .

Q U E S T I O N  1: "First of all, m a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  are r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s
d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  get to v o t e  on e l e c t i o n  day. Did y o u  v o t e  in the 
Fall 1978 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ? "

Q U E S T I O N  2: "Did you v o t e  for or a g a i n s t  a n y  j u d g e s  in the Fall
1978 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ? "

Q U E S T I O N  8: "Did y o u  v o t e  t o  r e tain a n y  of the j u d g e s  on the b a l l o t ? "  

Q U E S T I O N  9: "Did y o u  v o t e  not  to r e t a i n  any j u d g e s  on the b a l l ot?"
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T A B L E  2: D I S T R I B U T I O N  OF R E S P O N S E S  O N  Q U E S T I O N S

3, 4 a n d  5.

P R E - V O T I N G  B E H A V I O R  OF R E S P O N D E N T S

P e r c e n t  w h o  r e p o r t  r e a d i n g  
j u d g e ' s  s u m m a r y  p r i o r  
to v o t i n g

n =

P e r c e n t  w h o  r e p o r t  h a v i n g  
s e e n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  for 
o r  a g a i n s t  j u d g e s  b e f o r e  
v o t i n g

n =

T o t a l

70.5

563

45.9

560

No
V o t e r s

62.5

32

35.5

31

Y e s
V o t e r s

59.3

123

37.1

124

D i s c r i m i n a t o r s

80.1

352

53.0

347

P e r c e n t  w h o  r e p o r t  h a v i n g  7 1 . 1  65.6 53.3 84.1
r e a d  A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  
r a t i n g s  b e f o r e  v o t i n g

n = 564 32 122 352

SO URCE: A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979  b y  N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S  |

Q U E S T I O N  3: " B e f o r e  y o u  voted, h a d  y o u  r e a d  e a c h  j u d g e ' s  o w n  s u m­
ma r y  a b o u t  h i s / h e r  b a c k g r o u n d  c o n t a i n e d  in the E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t ? "

Q U E S T I O N  4: "Had y o u  seen a n y  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  in the m e d i a  on b e h a l f
of or a g a i n s t  a n y  j udge r u n n i n g  in the e l e c t i o n ? "  j

Q U E S T I O N  5: " B e f o r e  y o u  voted, h a d  y o u  r e a d  the J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l ' s
r a t i n g s  of j u d g e s  p u b l i s h e d  in the E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t ? "
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TABLE 3: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ON QUESTION 6,

V O T E R  O P I N I O N  A B O U T  A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  
C O U N C I L  R A T I N G S .

P E R C E N T

R a t i n g s  a r e : 

H e l p f u l

T o t a l  N o  Y e s  D i s c r i m i n a t o r s
V o t e r s  V o t e r s

55.4 27.3 69.7 55.1

G o o d  Idea 38.1 63.6 27.3 37.6

O f  N o  Use 4.3 9.1 1.5 4.C

S h o u l d  Be E l i m i n a t e d 2.2 1.5 2.6

T o t a l 100.0 100.0 100.0 1 0 0 . C

n = 415 22 56 303

SOURCE:  A L A S K A  J U D I C A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 b y  N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  6: "If y o u  r e a d  t h o s e  ratin gs, w h a t  w a s  y o u r  o p i n i o n  of

them?"



TABLE 4: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ON QUESTION 10.

V O T E R  P R E F E R E N C E S  F O R  A D D I T I O N A L  I N F O R M A T I O N  
IN R A T I N G  J U D G E S

Source* of A d d i t i o n a l  I n f o r m a t i o n P e r c e n t  P r e f e r r i n g

T o t a l  N o  ies D i s c r i m i n a t o r s
V o t e r s  V o t e r s

J u d g e  1s O w n  S u m m a r y 7.5 10.0 10.9 5.2

A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  
R a t i n g

23.4 3.3 19.1 27.0

A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n

7.9 6.7 5.5 9.2

K n o w l e d g e  of the J u d g e 51.9 70.0 54.5 50.0

P a i d  A d s 0.6 10.0 1.8 0.3

O t h e r 8.7 8.2 8.3

T o t a l

1 00.0 100.0 1 0 0 . 0 100.0

n = 518 30 110 348

S O URC E: A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 b y  N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  10: "In d e c i d i n g  w h e t h e r  to r e t a i n  or n o t  r e t a i n  a judge,
w h i c h  s o u r c e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  to you?"
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M O S T  I M P O R T A N T  R E A S O N S  G I V E N  F O R  V O T I N G  
T O  R E T A I N  A  JUDGE.

P E R C E N T

R e a s o n s  Given: T o t a l

D o i n g  A d e q u a t e  J o b  35.2

J u d g e s  •p e r f o r m a n c e  h i s t o r y  17.2

A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  12.1
R a t i n g s

R e a d i n g  E v e r y t h i n g  A b o u t  7.3
the J u d g e

I n f o r m a t i o n  in V o t e r  8.3
P a m p h l e t

P e r s o n a l  A t t r i b u t e s  3.8

D i s c u s s i o n  W i t h  O t h e r s  2.2

P e r s o n a l  K n o w l e d g e /  9.7
E x p e r i e n c e

N o  '
V o t e r s

Y e s
V o t e r s

37.6

18.8

4.7

9.4

3.5

2.4

1.2

11.8

D i s c r i m i n a t o r s

34.3

16.8

14.3

6.6

9.8

4.2

2.4

9.1

M i s c e l l a n e o u s / O t h e r 4.3 10.6 2.4

T o t a l  100.0 - 100.0 100.0

n = 372 85 286

SOURCE: A L A S K A  u U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 b y  N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  8a: "Can y o u  tell us w h y  y o u  v o t e d  to r e t a i n  t h e s e  judges?"
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TABLE 6: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ON QUESTION 9a.

M O S T  I M P O R T A N T  R E A S O N S  G I V E N  F O R  V O T I N G  
N O T  T O  R E T A I N  A  JUDGE.

R e a s o n s  Given:

D o i n g  I n a d e q u a t e  J o b

I n f o r m a t i o n  in V o t e r  
P a m p h l e t

T o t a l

27.9

6.9

No
V o t e r s

18.5

P E R C E N T

Yes
V o t e r s

D i s c r i m i n a t o r s

28.8

7.5

J u d g e ' s  P e r f o r m a n c e  H i s t o r y  5.7 7.4

A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  
R a t i n g s

13.5

5.6

14.7

P e r s o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e /  
O p i n i o n

10.8 14. 8 10.5

M e d i a  S o u r c e s 6.3 6.9

D i s c u s s i o n s  W i t h  O t h e r s

T o o  L e n i e n t  W i t h  C r i m i n a l s

O t h e r / M i s c e l l a n e o u s

2.4

17.1

9.3

37.0

22.2

2.6

15.4

8.2

To t a l

n =

100.0 100.0

333 27

1 0 0 . 0

306

SOURCE: A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 by N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  9a: "Can y o u  tell us w h y  y o u  v o t e d  n ot to r e t a i n  these

judges? "
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TABLE 7: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ON QUESTIONS 13, 13a,

K N O W L E D G E  OF T H E  A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U NCIL.

A. P e r c e n t  w h o  h a d  h e a r d  of 
the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l

T o t a l

19.7 13.3

P E R C E N T

Ye sN o
V o t e r s  V o t e r s

12.7

P e r c e n t  w h o  h a d  n o t  h e a r d  80.3 
o f  the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  ______

100.0

n = 527

86.7 87.3

1 00.0 100.0

30 118

B. O F  T H O S E  W H O  H A D  H E A R D  T o t a l
OF T H E  A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L

T y p e  o f  K n o w l e d g e

K n e w  it e x i s t s  43.5

K n e w  it r e c o m m e n d e d  and 35 3
e v a l u a t e d  j u dges

F e e l s  c o u n c i l  is b i a s e d  2.4

W a s t e  of m o n e y  2.4

D o i n g  a g o o d  job 8.2

M i s c e l l a n e o u s / o t h e r  8.2

T o t a l  100.0

n = 85

No
V o t e r s

66.7

33.3

100.0

3

P E R C E N T

Y e s
V o t e r s

25.0

50.0

8.3

16.7

1 00 .0

12

13b.

C i s c r i m i n a t o r s  •

2 5 . 1  ' *

74.9

10C.0

331

D i s c r i m i n a t o r s

48.5

30.9

2.9

2.9 

7 .4

7.4

100.0

68
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C O N T I N U E D .

TABLE 7: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ON QUESTIONS 13, 13a, 13b.

P E R C E N T

* C. I n f o r m a t i o n  S o u r c e

V o t e r  p a m p h l e t

W o r d  o f  m o u t h

P e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e

F r i e n d s  in p r o f e s s i o n

M e d i a

O t h e r

T o t a l

n =

T o t a l

22.5 

S . 9 

8.8 

13.7 

46.1 

2.0

1 0 0 . 0

102

No
V o t e r s

25.0

25.0

50.0

100.0

4

Y e s
V o t e r s

22.2

16.7

11.1

50.0

1 0 0 . 0

18

Pi s c r i m i n a t o is

22.1

5.2 

11.7 

14.3

44.2 

2.5

100.0

77

SOURCE: A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 b y  N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  13: "Had y o u  h e a r d  a b o u t  the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  b e f o r e
r.he F a l l  197 8 e l e c t i o n ? "

Q U E S T I O N  13a: "If YES: w h a t  h a d  y o u  h e a r d  a b o u t  the C o u n c i l ? "

Q U E S T I O N  13b: "How, or in w h a t  c o n n e c t i o n  h a d  you h e a r d  a b o u t  the 
C o u n c i l ? "

A- 8
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TABLE 8A: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ON QUESTION 11a.

RANK OF F IRS T, S E C O N D  A N D  T H I R D  M O S T  I M­
P O R T A N T  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  OF J U D G E S  B A S E D  
ON P E R C E N T  C H O O S I N G  E A C H  OF E I G H T  L I S T E D  
C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S .

R e s t r a i n t  f r o m  f a v­
o r i t i s m

S e n t a n c i n g  f a c t o r s

H u m a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
and c o m p a s s i o n

T o t a l N o
V o t e r s

Y e s
V o t e r s

D i s c r i m i n a t o r s

S e n s e  of f a i r n e s s

L e g a l  k n o w l e d g e

1

2

1

2

I n t e g r i t y

E q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  of 
all c a s e s

3

4

W i l l i n g  to w o r k

SOURCE: A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 b y  N C R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  11a: "In m a k i n g  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  to r etain or n o t  r e t a i n  a
judge, w h i c h  of the f a c t o r s  l i s t e d  a b o v e  is m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  to you? 
W h i c h  is s e c o n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a nd t h i r d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ? "
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TABLE 8B: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ON QUESTION 11a.

C O M P O S I T E  SCORE OF F I RST, S E C O N D  A N 1  T H I R D  
M O S T  I M P O R T A N T  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  OF J U D G E S  
B A S E D  ON P E R C E N T  C H O O S I N G  E A C H  OF E I G H T  
L I S T E D  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S .

T o t a l No
V o t e r s

Y e s
V o t e r s

D i s c r i m i n a t o r s

S e n s e  of f a i r n e s s

L e g a l  K n o w l e d g e

I n t e g r i t y

E q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  of 
all c a s e s

792

722

549

472

53

32

31

21

178

153

94

114

503

478

377

201

R e s t r a i n t  f r o m  f a v­
o r i t i s m

287 15 67 173

S e n t a n c i n g  f a c t o r s 186 14 37 118

H u m a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
a n d  c o m p a s s i o n

180 61 94

W i l l i n g  to w o r k 56 46

S O URC E: A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 b y  N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  11a: "In m a k i n g  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  to r e t a i n  or not r e t a i n  a
judge, w h i c h  of the f a c t o r s  l i s t e d  a b o v e  is m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  to you? 
W h i c h  is s e c o n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  t h i r d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t ? "
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TABLE 9A: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ON QUESTION lib.

RA N K  OF FIRST, S E C O N D  A N D  T H I R D  C H O I C E S  OF 
C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  OF J U D G E S  W H I C H  C O U L D  BE 
E L I M I N A T E D  F R O M  THE R A T I N G  S Y S T E M  B A S E D  ON 
P E R C E N T  C H O O S I N G  E A C H  O F  E I G H T  L I S T E D  
C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S .

W i l l i n g  t o  w o r k

H u m a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g

S e n t a n c i n g  f a c t o r s

E q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  of 
all c a s e s

R e s t r a i n t  from 
f a v o r i t i s m

I n t e g r i t y

S e n s e  of f a i r n e s s

L e g a l  k n o w l e d g e  of 
the judge

T o t a l  N o  Y e s  D i s c r i m i n a t o r s
V o t e r s  V o t e r s

1

2

3

4

3

4

4

5 

5

1

2

SOURCE: A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 b y  N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  lib: "If y o u  t h i n k  the J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  i n c l u d e d  too m a n y
f ;.ors, w h i c h  o n e s  s h o u l d  be left  out?"
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I 'f' m
T A B L E  9B: D I S T R I B U T I O N  OF R E S P O N S E S  ON Q U E S T I O N  lib.

C O M P O S I T E  S C O R E  OF FIRST, S E C O N D  A N D  T H I R D  
C H O I C E S  O F  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  OF J U D G E S  W H I C H  
C O U L D  BE E L I M I N A T E D  F R O M  T H E  R A T I N G  S Y S T E M  
B A S E D  ON P E R C E N T  C H O O S I N G  E A C H  OF E I G H T  
L I S T E D  C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S .

T ota l No Y e s  Dj s c r i m i n a t o r s
V o t e r s  V o t e r s

W i l l i n g  to w o r k

H u m a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g

S e n t a n c i n g  f a c t o r s

E q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  
of a l l  c a s e s

R e s t r a i n t  f r o m  
f a v o r i t i s m

I n t e g r i t y

S e n s e  of f a i r n e s s

L e g a l  k n o w l e d g e  
of the judge

93

46

39

36

34

24

15

22

xO

11

9

57

48

31

24

23

22

18

11

SOURCE: A L A S K A  J U D x C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 by N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  lib: "If you t h i n k  the J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  i n c l u d e d  too m a n y
factors, w h i c h  o n e s  s h o u l d  be l e f t  out?"
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TABLE 10: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ON QUESTION 12a.

T Y P E S  O F  A D D I T I O N A L  I N F O R M A T I O N  S U G G E S T E D  
F O R  J U D I C I A L  E V A L U A T I O N  SYSTEM.

P E R C E N T

N o  Y e s  D i s c r i m i n a t o r s
V o t e r s  V o t e r s

I n f o r m a t i o n  S u g g e s t e d  T o t a l

J u d g e ' s  P e r f o r m a n c e  H i s t o r y  37.7

M o r e  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  13.1

S u r v e y  P e o p l e  W h o  A p p e a r e d  8. 7
B e f o r e  t h e  J u d g e

E v a l u a t e  R e c i d i v i s m  3.8

M a k e  J u d g e ' s  C a m p a i g n  3.3

M e d i a  A p p r o a c h e s  12.0

O t h e r  14.2

S u r v e y  T h o s e  W h o  W o r k  7.1
W i t h  J u d g e s

T o t a l  100.0

n = 183

33.3 33.3 40.0

1 1 . 1  18.5 10.7

7.4 10.0

" . 4 4.3

2.9

11.1 14.8 12.1

33.3 7.4 13.6

11.1 11.1 6.4

1 0 0 . G 1 0 0.0 1 0 0 . 0 .

9 27 140 ■

SOURCE: A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 by N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  12a: " Aside f r o m  s u r v e y i n g  lawyers, p e a c e  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  jurors,
a re there o t h e r  w a y s  t h a c  j u d i c i a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  c o u l d  be e v a l u a t e d  t h a t  
w o u l d  m a k e  it e a s i e r  for v o t e r s  to d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  o r  not to r e t a i n  a 
judge? If YES: w h a t  are t h e s e  w a y s ? "



T A B L E  11: D I S T R I B U T I O N  OF R E S P O N S E S  ON Q U E S T I O N  7

S U M M A R Y  OF FIRST, S E C O N D  A N D  T H I R D  R E S­
PO N S E S  T O  THE N E E D  F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  
C O N C E R N I N G  J U D G E S  A S  A  P A R T  OF J U D I C I A L  
E V A L U A T I O N  - P E R C E N T  IN E A C H  O P E N - E N D E D  
CATEG O R Y .

T y p e  of I n f o r m a t i o n  
S u g g e s t e d

N u m b e r  of M e n t i o n s R a n k

J u d g e ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  h i s t o r y

.judge's p e r s o n a l  a t t r i b u t e s

J u d g e ' s  p o s i t i o n  on k e y  legal 
is s u e s

111

47

43

1

2

3

M i s c e l  a n e o u s / o t h e r

N e e d  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  (gen­
era l  answer)

31

23

J u d g e ' s  p r e j u d i c e  for or 
agai st s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s

23

C o u r t r o o m  o p i n i o n  of lawyers, 
ju r o r s  or a u d i e n c e

A l a s k a n  k n o w l e d g e

n =

6202
SOURCE: A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, .1979 by N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  7: "If you b e l i e v e  that m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  be p r o­
vided, w h a t  w o u l d  y o u  like to know?"
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M E T H O D S  OF C O M M U N I C A T I N G  E V A L U A T I O N S  O F  JUDGES.

TABLE 12: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ON QUESTIONS 14 & 15.

P E R C E N T

Q u e s t i o n  14: T o t a l  N o  Y e s  D i s c r i m i n a t o r s
V o t e r s  V o t e r s

S h o u l d  the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l
C o u n c i l  p u b l i s h  j u d i c i a l  4
e v a l u a t i o n s  in the A l a s k a  
o f f i c i a l  E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t ?

P E R C E N T  YES

n = 534 30 118 341

Q u e s t i o n  15:

S h o u l d  the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  
C o u n c i l  r e c o m m e n d  in favo r 
of or a g a i n s t  judge r e t e n­
tion?

P E R C E N T  YES 

n =

60.5 58.1 57.0 63.2

527 31 114 337

SOURCE:  A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 by N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  14: "Do y o u  t h i n k  it's a g o o d  idea to r e q u i r e  the A l a s k a
J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  to e v a l u a t e  j udges and to p u b l i s h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
t h e m  in the A l a s k a  O f f i c i a l  E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t ? "

Q U E S T I O N  15: "Do y o u  t h i n k  it's a g o o d  idea for the J u d i c i a l  C o uncil
to m a k e  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  in favo r o f  o r  a g a i n s t  the r e t e n t i o n  of any 

it e v a l u a t e s ? "
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TABLE 13: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ON QUESTION 16.

P R E F E R R E D  M E T H O D S  OF C O M M U N I C A T I N G  
J U D I C I A L  E V A L U A T I O N S

P E R C E N T

T y p e  of C o m m u n i c a t i o n Total N o
V o t e r s

Yes
V o t e r s

Di s c r i m i n a t o r s

The o f f i c i a l  E l e c t i o n  
P a m p h l e t

74.4 75.0 70.2 79.4

Di r e c t  M a i l  to all 
R e g i s t e r e d  V o t e r s

58.3 56.3 57.3 61.1

S p e e c h e s / P u b l i c  A p p e a r­
ances

26.4 28.1 30.6 27.0

N e w s p a p e r  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s

R a d i o  a n d  T.V. A d v e r t i s e­
men t s

42.2

31.9

46.9

46.9

44.4

33.1

43.1

30.7

O t h e r 5.6 9.4 3.2 6.5

100.0 100.0 1 0 0 . 0 100.0

n = 571 32 124 355

SOURCE: A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 by N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  16: " A l a s k a  S t a t e  law r e q u i r e s  the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  Council
to p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  to the v o t e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  its e v a l u a t i o n  of 
judges. H o w  d o  y o u  th ink this i n f o r m a t i o n  o u g h t  to be c o m m u n i c a t e d  
to the v o t e r s ? "
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TABLE 14: DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES ON QUESTION 17

W H A T  S H O U L D  T H E  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  DO IN 
C A S E S  W H E R E  A  J U D G E  IS E V A L U A T E D  AS 
U N Q U A L I F I E D ?

P E R C E N T

T o t a l  N o  Y e s
V o t e r s  V o t e r s

D i s c r i m i n a t o r s

E x p r e s s  n o  o p i n i o n 10.7 13.8 6.8 11.1

O n l y  e x p r e s s  o p i n i o n  in 
O f f i c i a l  E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t

40.1 20.7 48.3 40.0

S t r o n g l y  a d v e r t i s e 49.1 65.5 44.9 48.9

Total 1 00.0 100.0 1 0 0 . 0 100.0

n = 521 29 118 325

SOURCE: A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  SURVEY, 1979 by N O R T H R I M  A S S O C I A T E S

Q U E S T I O N  17: "If the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l ,  as a r e s u l t  of its
e v a l u a t i o n ,  c o n c l u d e s  that a judge is u n q u a l i f i e d  to r e m a i n  in office, 
w h a t  s h o u l d  the C o u n c i l  do?"
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A P P E N D I X  B

S E L E C j.'ED r e s p o n s e s  o f  t o t a l  s a m p l e  

BY C O D E  C A T E G O R Y



A P P E N D I X  B

S E L E C T E D  R E S P O N S E S  OF T O T A L  S A M P L E  

B Y  C O D E  C A T E G O R Y

QUESTION 7: "If y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  be
p r o v i d e d ,  w h a t  w o u l d  y o u  like to k now?"

01 J U D G E ' S  P E R F O R M A N C E  H I S T O R Y

S e n t e n c i n g  p r a c t i c e s  e s p e c i a l l y  on r e p e a t  o f f e n d e r s

M o r e  a b o u t  the i n d i v i d u a l s  p a s t  p e r f o r m a n c e  in r e f e r e n c e  to 
f a i r n e s s  a n d  just d e c i s i o n s

Q u a l i t y  of s e n t e n c i n g

D e c i s i o n s  on i m p o r t a n t  _cases w h i c h  p u b l i c  h a s  i n t e r e s t  in

P e r c e n t  of d e c i s i o n s  r e v e r s e d  f r o m  h i g h e r  c o u r t

W h y  a c c u s e d  g e t  b y  so e a s y

02 P E R S O N A L  A T T R I B U T E S  O F  J U D G E

P o l i t i c a l  affiliation / h o w  m a n y  days on job p e r  y e a r  

Le s s  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n / m o r e  a b o u t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  

A b i l i t y  to w o r k  u n p r e s s u r e d

W h a t  are r e a s o n s  for b e c o m i n g  a judge - to h e l p  s o c i e t y  or 
for p e r s o n a l  p r o f i t

R e l i g i o u s  f a i t h

P r i m a r y  l a w  f i e l d

P h i l o s o p h y
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A t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  d r u g s

J u d g e s  p o s i t i o n  o n  p r o t e c t i o n  of p u b l i c  a n d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
for v i c t i m s  of c r i m e

Record- w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  

J u d g e ' s  i d e a s  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  j u d i c i a l  s y s t e m

04 C O U R T R O O M  O P I N I O N

H o w  j u d g e s  p e r f o r m ;  h i s  d u t y  as n o t e d  by o t h e r s  in court; 
h o w  j u r i e s  r e g a r d  h i s  o p i n i o n s

J u d g e s  o p i n i o n s  of o t h e r  judges

I n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s

05 R E F E P E N C E  - N E E D I N G  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  - T I M I N G  O F  I N F O R M A T I O N  
F L O W

M o r e  time t o  m a k e  a decision. H a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r i n t e d  s ooner 
a n d  m o r e  o f t e n

R e s u l t s  of p r i o r  polls; e v a l u a t i o n s  

C o u r t  r e c o r d s  s h o u l d  be m o r e  a v a i l a b l e »
06 P R E J U D I C E  F O R / A G A I N S T  S P E C I A L  I N T E R E S T

■

L a w s  car. o f t e n  be b e n t  in f a v o r / a g a i n s t  person. A  judge s h o u l d n ' t  
l et t h i s  h a p p e n .  If l o o p h o l e s  are found they are r e s p o n s i b l e  jj
to c h a n g e  o r  h e l p  c h a n g e  the laws to p e n a l i z e  c r i m i n a l s  an 
p r o t e c t  pul lie.

M o r e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  into c o n f l i c t s  of i n t e r e s t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

T r a c k  r e c o r d  on m i n o r i t i e s
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07 A L A S K A  S P E C I F I C  K N O W L E D G E / S T A N C E  

C o m m u n i t y  i n v o l v e m e n t

O p i n i o n s  a n d  j u d g e m e n t s  on m a j o r  issues r e g a r d i n g  A l aska, its 
p e o p l e

E x p e r t i s e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  A l a s k a  m i n o r i t i e s  

W h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  of s t a t e / s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t

08 M I S C E L L A N E O U S / O T H E R

S a l a r i e s  for j u d g e s / f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s

J u s t  d o n ' t  get a p i l g r i m  - s t i c k  w i t h  o l d  t i mers

J u d g e s  n e e d  to g e t  out and m e e t  the p u b l i c

O n l y  see w h a t  c o un cil w a n t e d  y o u  to see and read

Is a J u d g e ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  i m p r o v i n g

09 W H O  IS M E M B E R  OF J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L

H o w  the c o u n c i l  is m a d e  up or composed; is the c o u n c i l  truly 
o b j e c t i v e  or are there  p o s s i b l e  axes to g r i n d  w i t h  the m e m b e r­
ship

W h a t  A J C  o p i n i o n  is b a s e d  on
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QUESTION 8a: "Can you tell us why you voted to retain these judges?"

01 D O I N G  A D E Q U A T E  J O B

T h e y  h a d  d o n e  a d e q u a t e  jobs

A  m a n  d o i n g  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  (not n e c e s s a r i l y  m a r v e l o u s )  job 
s h o u l d  be r e w a r d e d  b y  p e r m i t t i n g  to k e e p  h i s  job

K n e w  n o t h i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e m

J u d g e s  s e e m e d  to h a v e  a f e e l i n g  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in r e g a r d s  
to w h y  he sits on b e n c h

W e e d i n g  o u t  the ones t h a t  w e r e  u n d e s i r a b l e  

B e l i e v e d  in t h e m

02 B A S E D  ON J U D G E S  P E R F O R M A N C E  H I S T O R Y

R e c o r d  of s e n t e n c i n g  and j u d icia l c o n d u c t  a p p e a r e d  e q u i t a b l e  
b u t  f i r m

W a y  t h e y  h a n d l e d  some cases 

E x p e r i e n c e  s e e m e d  a d e q u a t e  

I m a g i n a t i v e  s e n t e n c i n g

H a v i n g  e m p a t h y  for v i c tims, i m p o s i n g  s e n t e n c e s  and d e m o n s t r a t i n g  
a b i l i t y  to m e e t  o u t  p u n i s h m e n t

03 A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  R A TINGS 

P r i m a r i l y  b a s e d  on A J C  r a t i n g s
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Heavily swayed by Judicial Council ratings

04 R E A D I N G  E V E R Y T H I N G  A V A I L A B L E

N e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s  on one or two of t h e m  

H a d  r e a d  in n e w s m e d i a  of t h e i r  r a t i n g s  

B a s e d  on info (general) a v a i l a b l e  to p u b l i c

05 I N F O R M A T I O N  IN V O T E R  P A M P H L E T

By r e a d i n g  all c a p t i o n s  a nd h o w  b a r  r a t e d  t h e m  

B y  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  

J u d g e s ' s u m m a r y

06 P E R S O N A L  A T T R I B U T E S  OF JUDGE

B e c a u s e  of t h e i r  c o n s e r v a t i v e  l a w  a n d  o r d e r  s t a n d  

Fairmir.de'’

Di d n ' t  g i v e  w o m e n  a n d  m i n o r i t i e s  h a r d e r  line

07 D I S C U S S I N G  W I T H  O T H E R S

A f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s  

W o r d  of m o u t h

My h u s b a n d  is p o l i c e  officer, d e c i s i o n s  are b a s e d  on his 
e x p e r i e n c e
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08 P E R S O N A L  K N O W L E D G E / E X P E R I E N C E

P e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  of t h e i r  a b i l i t y  

S e e m e d  t'* fit m y  ide as

I v o t e d  for 2 j u dges r a t e d  l o w e s t  in e l e c t i o n  p a m p h l e t  b e c a u s e  
c o u n c i l  r a t e d  t h e m  l o w

P e r s o n a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f r o m  s o m e o n e

I a m  a l a w y e r  - k n o w  w h i c h  j u d g e s  I b e l i e v e  are c o m p e t a n t  

L a c k  of k n o w l e d g e  of t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n

13 M I S C E L L A N E O U S / O T H E R  

N o  c h o i c e

T h e i r  n a m e s  w e r e  on the b a l l o t

Dici /Let v o t e  b e c a u s e  f o r g o t  to r e a d  i n f o r m a t i o n
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01 I N A D E Q U A T E  J O B

Some j u d g e s  g o  w i t h  case up a n d  d o w n  - o t h e r s  go just one 
w a y

law...i,/-'' t int to serve 

U n f a i r  jud ge 

Q u e s t i o n e d  i n t e g r i t y

T h o u g h t  s o m e o n e  e l s e  could do a b e t t e r  job 

M a n y  d e c i s i o n s  o v e r t u r n e d

F e l t  t h o s e  n o t  v o t e d  for w o u l d  m a k e  b e t t e r  p l u m b e r s

02 I N F O R M A T I O N  IN P A M P H L E T

B e c a u s e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  in p a m p h l e t  a n d  r a t i n g s  

D i d n ' t  like i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e m  

J u d g e s  o w n  s u m m a r i e s  an d b a c k g r o u n d s

03 JUDGE'S. P E R F O R M A N C E  H I S T O R Y

B e c a u s e  of d e c i s i o n s  t h e y  h a d  m a d e  

D i d n ' t  a g r e e  w i t h  stands on v a r i o u s  cases

QUESTION 9a: "Can you tell us why you voted not to retain these
judges?"
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04 A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  R A TI NGS

B e c a u s e  of A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  s u g g e s t i o n  

A  j u d g e  w i t h  a p o o r  r a t i n g  m u s t  b e  p r e j u d i c e d

05 P E R S O N A L  O P I N I O N / E X P E R I E N C E

F i r s t  h a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  

I fe lt I h a d  g o o d  r e a s o n s  

D o n ' t  l i k e  t h e i r  r e m a r k s  

P r a c t i c e d  b e f o r e  t h e m

06 M E D I A  R E P O R T S

M a t e r i a l  I h a d  r e a d  a b o u t  t h e m  

M e d i a  c o v e r a g e

07 D I S C U S S I N G  W I T H  O T H E R S

T a l k i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p l e  w h o  heid e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  j u d g e s  

O p i n i o n  f r o n  p e o p l e  m o r e  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c o u r t s

08 T O O  L E N I E N T  W I T H  C R I M I N A L S

B e c a u s e  o f  too l i b e r a l  p o l i c i e s  in s e n t e n c i n g  and h a n d l i n g  
of c r i m i n a l s

Does n o t  p r o t e c t  v i c t i m  - just c r i m i n a l
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S r o W ' ’ -

T o o  l a x  w i t h  minor i t i e s ;  twice as h a r s h  on c a u c a s i o n s  

T o o  r a d ic al; too soft

09 FAVORITISM T O W A R D  S P E C I A L  INTERESTS

Favoritism t o w a r d  p e o p l e  of t i t l e  a n d  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  

P r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  n a t ives

K i s  d e c i s i o n  w a s  w h a t  the p a p e r s  (Anchora ge Times) said he 
h a d  t o  d e c i d e

10 O T H E R

Too long in o ffi ce

C o n t i n u i t y  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e

D i d n ' t  k n o w  t h e m / d i d n ' t  like t h e m
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Q U E S T I O N  10: "In d e c i d i n g  w h e t h e r  to r e t a i n  o r  n o t  r e t a i n  a
judge, w h i c h  source of i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  m o s t  impor 

t a n t  to you ? O t h e r  - "

01 P E R S O N A L  O P I N I O N / E X P E R I E N C E

Some d e g r e e  of p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  

M y  o w n  o p i n i o n s

02 L A C K  OF K N O W L E D G E  - D I D N ' T  V O T E

I h a d  no i n f o r m a t i o n  on the judges, s o  I felt I c o u l d  not 
v o t e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e m

03 F R I E N D S  O P I N I O N S

F r i e n d s  o p i n i o n s  - k n o w l e d g e a b l e  f r i e n d s

O t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  that judge a n d  h o w  they feel

04 M E D I A  R E P O R T S

N e w s p a p e r s  w e r e  the b e s t  source o f  i n f o r m a t i o n

05 P O L I C E  V I E W P O I N T S

T h e  v i e w p o i n t s  h e l d  b y  p o l i c e m e n
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07 O T H E R / M I S C E L L A N E O U S

P r o t e s t i n g  l e n i e n c y  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  crime a n d  s t u p i d  j ud gements

B - l l



Q U E S T I O N  11c: "If y o u  t h i n k  the J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  l e f t  s o m e t h i n g
out, t e l l  us w h a t  y o u ' d  l i k e  t o  see added. "

01 J U D G E ' S  P E R F O R M A N C E  H I S T O R Y

A t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  r e p e a t  o f f e n d e r s

T r a c k  r e c o r d

C o n s i s t e n c y

W i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s p e a k  u p  for j u s t i c e  w h e n  l a w  does n o t  provid e 
it

02 M E A N S  O F  E S T A B L I S H I N G  C R E D I B I L I T Y  

H o n e s t  a n d  a h u m a n  b e i n g

T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a m e a n s  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a j u d g e ' s  c r e d i b i l i t y  

C o r r u p t i b i l i t y

03 P R E J U D I C E  F O R / A G A I N S T  S P E C I A L  I N T E R E S T S

04 E X T E N T  J U D G E  K E E P S  UP W I T H  N E W  I D E A S / C H A N G E S  IN C R I M I N A L  
J U S T I C E  S Y S T E M

C o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  in the p r o f e s s i o n

I n n o v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s  to s e n t e n c i n g  in c o u r t  p r o c e d u r e s

A  s e n s e  o f  w h e r e  t h e  state is g o i n g ;  in t h e  w a y  of c r i m i n a l  
j u s t i c e ;  p r o c e d u r e ;  awareness.



05 K N O W L E D G E  OF A L A S K A  ISSUES, C O M M U N I T Y  ISSUES
I

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  j u d g e s  m u s t  k n o w  the c o m m u n i t y  they  s erve

\
B a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  judges p o s i t i o n  on r e l e v e n t  
i s s u e s  t o  A l a s k a  v o t e r s

06 P E R S O N A L  A T T R I B U T E S

I f e e l  the w a y  t h e y  c o n d u c t  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  lives is v e r y  
r e l e v e n t  to the p u b l i c  p o s i t i o n  t h e y  are in

P e r s o n a l  f i n a n c i a l / p o l i t i c a l  i n v o l v e m e n t

He s h o u l d  h a v e  at l e a s t  a ten y e a r  r e s i d e n c y

C o m m o n  sense to u p h o l d  the l a w

10 O T H E R

B a p t i s m  of H o l y  S p i r i t  

R e s p e c t  of o t h e r  j u d g e s

C o n s i d e r  the b u r d e n  (mental and physical ) pain i m p o s e d  on 
v i c t i m s  b y  c r i m i n a l s  and law b r e a k e r s

I c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  a judge's p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g s  ha ve to 
do w i t h  h i s  or h e r  a b i l i t y  to w e i g h  a n d  d e t e r m i n e  the facts 
in a case
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Q U E S T I O N  12a: " Asi de f r o m  s u r v e y i n g  lawyer s, p e a c e  o f f i cers, and
jurors, are there o t h e r  w a y s  t h a t  j u d i c i a l  n e r -  
f c r m a n c e  c o u l d  be e v a l u a t e d  t h a t  w o u l d  m a k e  it 
e a s i e r  for v o t e r s  to d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  or n o t  to r e t a i n  
a j u d g e ?  If YES: w h a t  are t h e s e  w a y s ? "

01 J U D G E ' S  P E R F O R M A N C E  H I S T O R Y

A n  o b j e c t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  of t r a c k  r e c o r d  - w h a t  w a s  a c t u a l l y  
a c c o m p l i s h e d

A  r e c a p  of d e c i s i o n s  r e n d e r e d  a n d  s e n t e n c e s  g r a n t e d  on v a r i o u s  
c a s e s

A n a l y z e  s e n t e n c i n g  r e c o r d s

C o m p a r i s o n  of s e n t e n c e s  i m p o s e d  for s i m i l a r  o f f e n s e s  

P e r c e n t a g e  o f  c a s e s  o v e r r u l e d  b y  a h i g h e r  c o u r t

02 M O R E  Q U E S T I O N A I R E S  T O  P U B L I C / M E D I A

I n c l u d i n g  m a yor, c i t y  m a n a g e r  a n d  c o u n c i l m e n  m  s u r v e y  m i g h t  
h e l p

Survt-y loca l n e w s p a p e r s  and r a d i o  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  
the j u d g e s  a c t i o n s  m o r e  c l e a r l y

S u r v e y  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n

S e n d  s u r v e y s  s o o n e r

I n t e r v i e w  v i c t i m s  of c r i m i n a l s

03 S U R V E Y  P E O P L E  W H O  A P P E A R E D  B E F O R E  J U D G E  

S u r v e y  d e f e n d a n t s  a n d  c o m p l a i n a n t s

S u r v e y  of c r i m e  v i c t i m s  to see i f  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  p u n i s h m e n t
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04 E V A L U A T E  R E C I D I V I S M  OF T H O S E  S E N T E N C E D

P e r c e n t a g e  of c r i m i n a l s  t r i e d  b y  judge w h o  r e p e a t e d  c r i m e s  
a f t e r  a c q u i t t a l

05 M A K E  T H E M  C A M P A I G N  

E l e c t  i u d a e s

P u t  all j u d g e s  o p e n  to run for t h e i r  o f f i c e s  like an v o t h e r  
Dolit.ician

06 M E D I A  A P P R O A C H E S  

A d v e r t i s i n g

R e v i e w s  of p e r f o r m a n c e  w i t h  q u a l i f i e d  perso n on c a l l  in T.V. 
p r o g r a m

P e r h a p s  a p u b l i c  f o r u m  

M o r e  m a i l i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n

W e e k l y  n e w s p a p e r  c o l u m n s  on h o w  j u d g e s  d e c i d e d  t h e i r  cases

07 O T H E R

S u r v e y  j u d g e s  peers

A l l o w  the c i t i z e n s  to be the sole d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s  on w h e t h e r  
to r e t a i n  a judge o:: n o t

P e o p l e  too close to c o u r t s  s h o u l d  n o t  be o n l y  e v a l u a t o r s

P e r s o n s  at c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  c e n t e r  at U.A.A. w h o  m i g h t  be 
h e l p f u l

J o b  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  type of q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  the m a n  n e e d s  for the 
job
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08 THOSE WHO WORK WITH THEM

L e t  p e o p l e  w h o  w o r k  a r o u n d  the c o u r t  system, e v a l u a t e  the 

j u dge s

L e g a l  s e c r e t a r i e s

C o u r t  r e c o r d e r ,  w h o  is a l w a y s  p r e s e n t  m i g h t  be a s o u r c e  of 
i n f o r m a t i o n

J u d g e s  f e e l i n g s  on o t h e r  judges



Q U E S T I O N  13a: "Had y o u  h e a r d  a b o u t  the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l
b e f o r e  the F a l l  1978 e l e c t i o n ?  If YES: w h a t  
h a d  y o u  h e a r d  a b o u t  the C o u n c i l ? "

01 T H A T  IT E X I S T E D

M e r e l y  a k n o w l e d g e  of its e x i s t a n c e  

N o t  v e r y  m u c h

C a n ' t  r e c a l l  o t h e r  t h a n  the pamphlet, m a y b e  this is a sign 
that the p u b l i c  is n o t  m a d e  a w a r e  of the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  
C o u n c i l

V a r i o u s  things

I k n o w  w h e n  it w a s  f o r m e d  and s o m e t i m e  prior, I p r o b a b l y  v o t e d  
for s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  a u t h o r i z e d  it

02 R E C O M M E N D E D  A N D  E V A L U A T E D  J U D G E S

P r o v i d e d  e l e c t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  

T h e i r  d u t i e s

R ating of judges, r a t i n g  of judge a p plicants,  c o m p o s i t i o n  of 
c o u n c i l

I m pro ve the q u a l i t y  of the bench, by s e l e c t i n g  m e n  w h o ' s  
k n o w l e d g e  of h o w  a n d  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of h u m a n  b e h a v i o r  
w o u l d  be b e y o n d  q u e s t i o n

T h a t  the c o u n c i l  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  law e n f o r c e m e n t  and the 
f a i r n e s s  e x h i b i t e d  b y  j u dges on the b e n c h
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03 C O U N C I L  T O O  B I A S E D

N o t  g o o d  - s h o w s  b i a s  t o w a r d  the l a w y e r s  v i e w p o i n t

04 W A S T E  OF M O N E Y

S u p p o r t e d  b y  A B A  - m o r e  t a x e s  r e q u i r e d  to s u p p o r t  it 

A  w a s t e  of t a x p a y e r s  m o n e y

05 D O I N G  A  G O O D  J O B

I b e l i e v e  the a v e r a g e  v o t e r  (90% of them) are n o t  c a p a b l e  
of e v a l u a t i n g  or v o t i n g  on a judge. So the J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  
is d e f i n i t l y  a b e t t e r  p r o c e s s

G o o d  r e m a r k s

A l l  g o o d  things, g o o d  w o r k

06 M I S C E L L A N E O U S / O T H E R

M a y  e x e r c i s e  a v e n d e t t a  

M y  u n c l e  w a s  on it

Some of it w a s  g o o d  and some of it w a s  b a d

T h a t  it w a s  t o o  p o w e r f u l  in some w a y s  an d not p o w e r f u l  
e n o u g h  in o t h e r s
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Q U E S T I O N  13b: "How, or in w h a t  c o n n e c t i o n  lad y o u  h e a r d  a b o u t
the C o u n c i l ? "

01 V O T E R  P A M P H L E T

In the e l e c t i o n  p a m p h l e t

02 W O R D  OF M O U T H

G e n e r a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  m a n y  p e o p l e

H u s b a n d  m e n t i o n e d  it

F r o m  m o u t h  to e a r

By  b e i n g  an A l a s k a n  for 30 y e a r s

03 P E R S O N A L  E X P E R E I N C E

As a lawyer, I w a s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  it 

P o l i c e  w o r k

W o r k i n g  in a l a w  o f f i c e  

A t t e n d i n g  the c o u n c i l  m e e t i n g s

04 F R I E N D S  IN P R O F E S S I O N

K n o w l e d g e  of m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  k n o w i n g  some of the m e m b e r s  

F r i e n d s  in p r o f e s s i o n

F r o m  a f o r m e r  m e m b e r  w h o s e  o p i n i o n  I do n o t  a l w a y s  a g r e e  w i t h



05 M E D I A

M e d i a  c o v e r a g e

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  T i m e s  n e w s p a p e r  

T e l e v i s i o n

O n  t h e  r a d i o  w h i l e  d r i v i n g  

07 O T H E R

T h i s  q u e s t i o n a i r e



Q U E S T I O N  16: " A l aska  S t a t e  l a w  r e q u i r e s  the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l
C o u n c i l  to p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  to v o t e r s  c o n c e r­
ni n g  its e v a l u a t i o n  of judges.. H o w  do y o u  t h i n k  
th i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o u g h t  to be c o m m u n i c a t e d  to the 
v o t e r s ? "

01 R A D I O / T . V .  I N T E R V I E W S  O F  J U D G E S

P r o g r a m s  on p u b l i c / c o m m e r c i a l  r a d i o  a n d  T.V. s t a t i o n s  

R a d i o  a n d  T.V. i n t e r v i e w i n g  of j udge s 

P u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  q u e s t i o n  a n d  a n s w e r

02 P U B L I C  A C C E S S  TO A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  I N F O R M A T I O N

P u b l i c  a c c e s s  to all c o u n c i l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d e c i s i o n s  

M a k e  a r e p o r t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  all w h o  r e q u e s t  it 

D i r e c t  m a i l  of m o r e  c a s e  b a c k g r o u n d

S p e c i a l  e m p h a s i s  o n  g e t t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  to the b u s h  c o n c e r n i n g  
those j u d g e s  or d e c i s i o n s  that m a y  e f f e c t  t h e i r  w a y  of life

P l a c e s  w h e r e  large a m o u n t s  of p u b l i c  v i s i t

03 C O U R T R O O M  O B S E R V A T I O N

A l a s k a n ' s  s h o u l d  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  to r"!t in on v a r i o u s  j u d g e ' s  c o u r t s  
to v i e w  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  a t t i t u d e s

06 O T H E R

K e e p  c o s t s  d o w n  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  up 
N o n e  at t a x p a y e r s  e x p e n s e
T e s t i m o n y  b y  the p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n
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Q U E S T I O N  18: "If y o u  h a v e  a n y  c o m m e n t s  or s u g g e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g
the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i -1 's e v a l u a t i o n  of j u d g e s  
(or t h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i t s e l f ) , p l e a s e  w r i t e  t h e m  
o n  the b a c k  of this p a ge."

01 S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  I M P R O V E D  C R I M I N A L  J U S T I C E  S Y S T E M

T o  b r i n g  h o m e  to the v o t e r  the i m p o r t a n c e  of the v o t i n g  
p r o cess; it w o u l d  be v e r y  h e l p f u l  to p r e f a c e  the  e v a l u a t i o n  of 
j u d g e s  w i t h  s t a t i s t i c s  r e g a r d i n g  the c o s t  of:
The J u d i c i a l  s y s t e m  p e r  year 
The c o s t  of e n f o r c e m e n t  per y e a r  
T h e  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  of c r i m e  p e r  y e a r  in A l a s k a  
The p e r c e n t a g e  of f e l o n s  w h o  r e p e a t  c r i m e s

L e t s  g i v e  s e n t e n c e s  to m a t c h  the crime. I ' m  for b u i l d i n g  
b i g g e r  a n d  b e t t e r  jails, w i t h  s t r o n g  b a r s  and a n y o n e  w h o  does 
n o t  w a n t  to s p e n d  t i m e  t h e r e  w i l l  k e e p  h i s  n o s e  clean

I t h i n k  the w h o l e  A l a s k a  C o u r t  S y s t e m  n e e d s  r e v a m p i n g .  
E s p e c i a l l y  the J u v e n i l e  S y s t e m  w h e r e b y  p a r e n t s  are p u t  on 
t r i a l  for s o m e t h i n g  a t e e n a g e r  d o e s  a n d  the k i d  g o e s  s c o t t  
free e v e n  w h e n  the pare: ts turn the k i d  in w i t h  m o r e  e v i d e n c e  
t h a n  the p o l i c e . . . t h e  J u v e n i l e  S y s t e m  stinks.

I a m  e x t r e m e l y  u n h a p p y  w i t h  the c r i m e  rate in A l aska,  as m o s t  
e v e r y o n e  is. I p u t  the b l a m e  on the j udges a n d  t h e i r  light 
s e n t e n c e s  p l u s  " c o m p a s s i o n "  for the c r i m i n a l s  i n s t e a d  of the 
v i c t i m s .

02 S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  I M P R O V E D  J U D G E  R A T I N G  S Y S T E M

The a v e r a g e  v o t e r  n e e d s  this i n f o r m a t i o n  since she is r e l a t i v e l y  
n a i v e  of j u d i c i a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  h o w e v e r  m e m b e r s  of the c o u n c i l  
s h o u l d  be s e l e c t e d  by v e r y  s t r i n g e n t  c h a r a c t e r  g u i d e l i n e s  to 
r e f l e c t  u n b i a s e d  analysis.

The c o u n c i l  s h o u l d  p r e s e n t  the f a c t s  on p e r f o r m a n c e . A n y  
i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o w i n g  a judge s h o u l d  be p u b l i s h e d  b u t  n o  r e c o m m e n­
da t i o n  s h o u i d  be made. The v o t e r  s h o u l d  m a k e  the d e c i s i o n  on 

his own.
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If?

H a v i n g  a c o u n c i l  c h a n n e l  a n d  p r e s e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  to v o t e r s  is 
t o o  e a s y  of a w a y  t o  c o r r u p t  the i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  are s u p p o s e d  
to be p u t t i n g  out. A  v e r y  g o o d  w a y  to k e e p  f a cts a w a y  f r o m  
t h o s e  w h o  are v o t ing.

I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  j u d g e s  s h o u l d  be e l e cted. I w a s  
a l l  in f a v o r  of k e e p i n g  t h e m  in o f f i c e  b y  a p p o i n t m e n t .  I 
t h i n k  t h a t  e l e c t i o n  w i l l  m a k e  it m o r e  if it is n o t  a l r e a d y  
p o l i t i c a l .

T h e  A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  s h o u l d  p r i n t  the true f a c t s  using 
a p o i n t  system, as t o  h o w  the law is u p h e l d  b y  the judge, 
s t r i c t n e s s  on r e p e a t  o f f e n d e r s  etc. E x p l a i n  the s y s t e m  used 
on the p a m p h l e t  so e v e r y  v o t e r  w i l l  u n o e r s t a n d  a nd then let 
the v o t e r  m a k e  u p  h i s  own m i n d  w h o  to v o t e  for w i t h o u t  any 
s u g g e s t i o n s  o r  h i n t s  f r o m  the council.

I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e i t h e r  p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  or a t t o r n e y s  are 
c a p a b l e  of m a k i n g  an o b j e c t i v e  a n d  u n e m o t i o n a l  e valuati on. 
J u r o r s  m a y  be able to m a k e  an o b j e c t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  b u t  t h e y  are 
p o r t l y  q u a l i f i e d  a n d  h a v e  l i m i t e d  e x p e r i e n c e .  P e r h a p s  othe r 
j u d g e s  are in a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  to e v a l u a t e  p e r f o r m a n c e s .

P E R S O N A L  O P I N I O N S / B I A S

T h e s e  p a m p h l e t s  are p r o b a b l y  v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  to print, is there 
a n y w a y  to s e n d  o ne to a h o u s e h o l d ?  We ha e four  r e g i s t e r e d  
v o t e r s  w i t h  the same last n a m e  in the h o u s e h o l d  and we e a c h  
r e c e i v e d  a p a m p h l e t  w h e n  one w o u l d  have been suf ficient.

I t h i n k  the  c o u n c i l  has no b u s i n e s s  e x p r e s s i n g  and i m p r e s s i n g  
a n d  p r e s s i n g  its o w n  o p i n i o n s  on the public. I t hink m y  tax 
d o l l a r s  are b e i n g  w a s t e d  by a g r o u p  of p e o p l e  trying to impose 
th e i r  own ideaJ .3 on a free electio n. S i n c e  it is tax m o n e y  
that s u p p o r t s  it o r  at l e a s t  g o v e r n m e n t  money, I d o n ' t  v/ant 
the g o v e r n m e n t  t e l l i n g  or i m p l y i n g  to me a b o u t  h o w  I s h ould 
v o t e .

The o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  of the law is to p r o t e c t  the i n n ocent v i c t i m  
not the g u i l t y  criminal. J u d g e s  s h o u l d  not be p u n i t i v e  but m u s t  
take i n t o  a c c o u n t  the w r o n g  s u f f e r e d  by the i n n o c e n t  victim.

I t h i n k  m o s t  p e o p l e  w h o  are n e v e r  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  c o u r t  action 
are n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  in j u d i c i a l  m a t t e r s .  M o s t  p eople have no 
idea of w h o  the j u d g e s  are or w h a t  their p e r f o r m a n c e  is.
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I a m  a l a w y e r  a n d  it s eems s i l l y  to ask these q u e s t i o n s  to me. 

D o n ' t  w a s t e  m y  time w i t h  this.

04 O T H E R

T a k e  e v e r y  p r e c a u t i o n  to i n s u r e  t h a t  the c r e d i b i l i t y  of the 
c o u n c i l  is not d a m a g e d  or suspect. P a r a m o u n t  to its v a l u e  
is o u r  a b i l i t y  to t rust in t h e i r  results.

I feel  the e l e c t i o n  p a m p h l e t  is t o o  l e n g t h y  and t h a t  the p rime 
p e r u s a l  is g i v e n  b y  m o s t  r e a d e r s  to the c a n d i d a t e s  for g o v e r n o r  
etc. a n d  the c a n d i d a t e  , for j udge r e t e n t i o n  is lost in c. v o l u m e  
of paper. M o s t  p e r s o n s  I h a v e  t a l k e d  to h a v e  n e v e r  m e t  a judge 
or seen  a judge in a c t i o n  in a cou rtroom, consequently the m e d i a  
is the o n l y  b a s i s  for d e c i s i o n  w h e n  v o t i n g  t i m e  is a t  hand.
S i n c e  j u d g e s  are n o t  too o f t e n  in the s p o t l i g h t  as are S e n a t o r s  
a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  I w o u l d  w e l c o m e  an i n t e l l i g e n t  g u i d e l i n e  
for v o i c i n g  my vote, p r e f e r a b l y  a s e p a r a t e  b a l l ot. In a small 
t o w n  in T e x a s  "Dog C a t c h e r "  is l i s t e d  last on the ballot; w h e r e a s  
the e l e c t i o n  of J u d g e s  is l i s t e d  last on o u r  b a l l o t  a n d  c o n s e­
q u e n t l y  t a k e s  the p o s i t i o n  of least  import ance, least c o n s i d e r a­
tion, lea st k n o w l e d g e  by the public.

05 P O S I T I V E  R E S P O N S E  T O  A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  Q U E S T I O N A I R E

I w a s  h a p p y  to take this time t o  c o m p l e t e  this  s u r v e y  for it is 
by this m e a n s  that c i t i z e n s  s u c h  as m y s e l f  can be i n f o r m e d  
a n d  e x p r e s s  ou r v i e w s  r e g a r d i n g  the j udiciary.

I t h i n k  the q u e s t i o n a i r e  is o k a y  however, there are a lot of 
a l t e r n a t i v e s  w h i c h  w e r e  not o f f e r e d .

Q u e s t i o n a i r e  is w e l l - w r i t t e n  with e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 
r e s p ond. It is c o m m e n d a b l e  th at the J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  p r o v i d e s  
q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  o v e r  its ow n a c t i o n s  and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

T h a n k s  for the p e r s i s t a n c e  (third l e t t e r ) . M y  lack of c o m m u n­
ity p a r t i c i p a t i o n  is unforgiv able.
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N E G A T I V E  R E S P O N S E  T O  A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  Q U E S T I O N A I R E

P e r s o n a l l y  I feel t h i s  is a w a s t e  of the t a x p a y e r s  money.
As y o u  stated, the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  is r e q u i r e d  b y  l a w  
to p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  to v o t e r s  on j u d g e s  so w h a t  d o e s  a n s w e r i n g  
q u e s t i o n s  for y o u  a c c o m p l i s h .  M a y b e  the c i t i z e n s  of A l a s k a  «diould 
be a n s w e r i n g  q u e s t i o n s  on h o w  w e  c o u l d  i m p r o v e  o u r  e l e c t o r a l  
p r o c e s s  in g e n e r a l .

I feel t h a t  the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  is a s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  
g r o u p  d e d i c a t e d  to the m a i n t e n a n c e  of the p r e s e n t  j u d i c i a l  
s y s t e m  a n d  s h o u l d  thus be s t a t e d  in all t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  that 
h a s  b e e n  c i r c u l a t i n g  about. W e  n e e d  to h e a r  f r o m  m o r e  than 
one g r o u p  if we are to m a k e  r a t i o n a l  c h o i c e s  in j u d g e s h i p  r e t e n­
tion .

M i n i m i z e  s t u d y  a n d / o r  r e v i e w  c o m m i t t e e s  of s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .

I t h i n k  some of the q u e s t i o n s  are a l i t t l e  too p r yina.

Q U E S T I O N A I R E  S H O U L D  H A V E  B E E N  S E N T  O U T  S O O N E R  A F T E R  E L E C T I O N

H a d  this f o r m  b e e n  sent e a r l i e r  I w o u l d  h a v e  r e m e m b e r e d  m o r e  of 
w h a t  h a p p e n e d  last fall.

I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  far b a c k  (7 m o n t h s  s i n c e  Nov.) a n d  I 
d i d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  half the t h i n g s  in the v o t i n g  system.



A P P E N D I X  C

S E L E C T E D  R E S P O N S E S  O F  A  R A N D O M  S A M P L I N G  

O F  A L L  D I S C R I M I N A T O R S



D I S C R I M I N A T O R S

S E L E C T E D  R E S P O N S E S  O F  A  R A N D O M  S A M P L I N G  
OF A L L  D I S C R I M I N A T O R S

Q U E S T I O N  7t "If y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  be 
p r o v i d e d ,  w h a t  w o u l d  y o u  like to k n o w ? "

S e n t e n c i n g  r e c o r d s — s t e r n  o r  m i l d

C o n s i s t e n c y  of senten c i n g ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of race; i m p o r t a n t  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of laws; c o m m u n i t y  i n v o l v e m e n t

H o w  the j u d g e  p e r f o r m s  h i s  d u t y  as n o t e d  b y  o t h e r s  in the 
court; h o w  j u r i e s  r e g a r d  h i s  o p i n i o n s

H i s t o r y  of c a s e s  h e a r d  a n d  v e r d i c t s  d e l i v e r e d

T h e i r  j u d g e m e n t s  in such c a s e s  as a b o r t i o n ,  drugs, a n d  
v i o l e n t  c r i m e

T r a c k  r e c o r d  for s e n t e n c e s  h a n d e d  o u t  for v a r i o u s  t y p e s  
of o f f e n s e s ,  s u c h  as dope p u s hing, h o m i c i d e ,  g a m e  law 
v i o l a t i o n s

C o u r t  records, s e n t e n c i n g  records, judges' s a l a ries; c o n­
v i c t i o n  r e c o r d s  s h o u l d  b e  m o r e  a v a i l a b l e

A c a d e m i c  b a c k g r o u n d ;  o b j e c t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  b y  o t h e r  than 
a t t o r n e y s ;  d e c i s i o n  r e c o r d s  for s e v e r a l  y e a r s

M o r e  n e g a t i v e  a s p e c t s  i n s t e a d  of o n l y  the g o o d  p o i n t s  to 
h e l p  o n e  decide. I n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  m a k e s  e v e r y  j u d g e  s e e m  
a saint; s u c h  as, this judge l e n i e n t  t o w a r d s  etc. (ma rij u a n a  
users, f i r s t  o f f e n d e r s — whatever)

A  l i t t l e  m o r e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  e a c h  judge; i n p u t  f r o m  j u d g e  
h i m s a l f  as to g o o d  p o i n t s — n o t  s e l f - d e f e n s e

B a c k g r o u n d ,  y e a r s  as a t t o r n e y  ( e x p e r i e n c e ) , w o u l d  like to 
see s o m e t h i n g  on p a s t  cases, b u t  r e a l i z e  it w o u l d  b e  too 
i n v o l v e d

T h e  q u a l i t y  of h i s  s e n t e n c i n g ;  w h e t h e r  h e / s h e  c o d d l e s  
c r i m i n a l s  o r  p r o t e c t s  law a b i d i n g  c i t i z e r s

I ' d  like to r e a d  m o r e  on the s e n t e n c i n g  r e c o r d  of e a c h  
judge. T h e r e  h a v e  ^ e e n  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  p o s s i b l e  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  I'd like m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  w h o ' s  
s e n t e n c e d  (race, age and sex)



C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e v a l u a t i o n  b y  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  groups;  b o t h  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  e v a l u a t i o n s ;  e l i m i n a t i o n  of j u d g e s  p a r t i­
ci p a t i n g  in e v a l u a t i o n s

T h e  j u d g e ' s  a c t i o n  on s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  o f f e n d e r s

N e e d  to k n o w  m o r e  a b o u t  j u d g e ' s  p e r s o n a l  lives; j u d g e s  
n e e d  to g e t  o u t  a n d  m e e t  the p u b l i c

M o r e  d e t a i l s  as to w h y  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  r e c o m m e n d e d

P e r c e n t a g e  of d e c i s i o n  r e v e r s a l s  f r o m  a h i g h e r  c o u r t  a n d  
p e r c e n t a g e  of d e c i s i o n  a f f i r m a t i o n s ;  w h o  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  g e t t i n g  the judge h i s  p o s i t i o n  to b e g i n  with. P o l i t i c a l ?  
R e w a r d ?  E a r n e d ?  M o r e  a b o u t  t h e  t e n u r e  of e a c h  judgeship; 
i.e., a r e  w e  stuck w i t h  s o m e o n e  for "x" n u m b e r  of y e a r s  
r e g a r d l e s s  of p e r f o r m a n c e

W h y  t h e y  t u r n  the drug p u s h e r s  o u t  on the s t r e e t s  to r e­
sume t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s

R e l i g i o u s  b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d  b e l i e f s ;  t h e i r  s t a n d  on h u m a n i s m

P e r c e n t a g e  f a c t o r s  as to the s e n t e n c i n g  imposed, time s u s­
p e n d e d  a n d  f i n e s  for those f o u n d  g u i l t y  p e r  type of crime 
(i.e., a s s a u l t ,  t r a f f i c  cases, etc.)

T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a r r i v e d  a f t e r  the e l e c t i o n — m a i l  the p a m p h­
let e a r l i e r

W o u l d  l i k e  judg es r a t e d  b y  A m e r i c a n  C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  U n i o n —  
t h e r e  is a c h a p t e r  in A n c h o r a g e

C a s e  r e s u l t s  (i.e., j u d g e m e n t  r e c o r d s  b y  s pecif i c s )

C a s e  load; list of decisi o n s ;  a n a l y s i s  of i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n s

E x p e r t i s e  in A l a s k a  d e a l i n g  w i t h  m i n o r i t i e s  a n d  A l a s k a n  
p r o b l e m s

H o w  s ome of t h e m  w e r e  e v e r  a p p o i n t e d  in the f i r s t  place 

M o r e  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n

L e n i e n t  to o f f e n d e r s — h a r d  o n  r e p e a t  o f f e n d e r s

Q U E S T I O N  8a: "Can y o u  tell us why, y o u  v o t e d  to r e t a i n  these judges

By a p p a r e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  r e c o r d s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  

T h e y  h a a  d o n e  a d e q u a t e  jobs
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B e c a u s e  of t h e i r  c o n s e r v a t i v e  l a w  a n d  o r d e r  s t a n d s  

G o o d  l e g a l  b a c k g r o u n d / r e c o r d

M y  o p i n i o n  of t h e i r  w o r k  b a s e d  oft the p a m p h l e t  a n d  
d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  i n v o l v e d  c i t i z e n s

I k n e w  n o t h i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e m

T h a t  t h e y  w e r e  d o i n g  a g o o d  job

A s  a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r ,  I felt t h a t  some o f  the j u d g e s  w e r e
f a i r  a n d  j u s t

A f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s  a n d  r e a d i n g  all i n f o r m a t i o n  
a v a i l a b l e

H a v i n g  r e a d  t h e  p a m p h l e t  a n d  n e w s p a p e r  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e i r  
a c t i o n s  in v a r i o u s  cases, I f e l t  t h e y  w e r e  w o r t h y  of r e­
te n t i o n

A n a l y s i s  o f  t r a c k  r e c o r d  in s e n t e n c i n g  s e e m e d  to i n d i c a t e
a h a r d  l i n e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  c r i m e  a n d  c r i m i n a l s

B a s e d  on t h e i r  r e c o r d  a n d  p r e v i o u s  m a j o r  d e c i s i o n s

T h e i r  r e c o r d  s e e m e d  g o o d

T h e y  d i d  t h e i r  job

I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  j udge h a d  b e e n  f a i r  a n d  h a d  h a n d e d  o u t  
a t  l e a s t  a d e q u a t e  p u n i s h m e n t

K n e w  t h e i r  r e c o r d  of d e c i s i o n s

B e c a u s e  the J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  a n d  the P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  r a t e d  t h e m  a c c e p t a b l e

P a s t  r e c o r d

A s  m u c h  as p o s s i b l e ,  I r e a d  the p a p e r s  a n d  h o w  j udges 
h a n d  d o w n  s e n t e n c e s .  If a judge c o n s i s t e n t l y  tries 
to d e t e r  c r i m e  w i t h  s t i f f  s e n t e n c e s ,  I vote for h i m

F r o m  w h a t  I r e a d  in p a m p h l e t  a n d  n e w s p a p e r s ,  y e a r  'round

I felt t h e y  h a d  h a n d l e d  g o o d  d e c i s i o n s  on d r u g  a n d  o t h e r  
v i o l a t i o n s

T h e i r  f a i r n e s s  a n d  r e s t r a i n t  f r o m  f a v o r i t i s m  

So m e  I k n o w  p e r s o n a l l y ,  o t h e r s  b y  r e p u t a t i o n
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I v o t e d  to r e t a i n  one j udg e b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w a y  he r u l e d  
in a c e r t a i n  h e a r i n g

T h e y  a p p e a r e d  to b e  d o i n g  a g o o d  job

On e  I h a v e  f o l l o w e d  in the p a p e r s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  for a y e a r  
o r  two. T h o s e  I d i d n ' t  know, b u t  w h o  h a d  g o o d  r a t i n g s  
f r o m  b o t h  t h e  B a r  a n d  jurors, I v o t e d  for

In m y  o p i n i o n ,  t h e y  w e r e  g o o d  j u dges

H a n d e d  o u t  s t i f f e r  p e n a l t i e s

T h e y  s e e m e d  to be d o i n g  t h e i r  job of p u t t i n g  a w a y  c r o o k s  
a n d  a v o i d i n g  h a i r - b r a i n e d  d e c i s i o n s

J u s t  s i m p l y  f r o m  the i n f o r m a t i o n  in the v o t e r ' s  p a m p h l e t  
a n d  r a t i n g s

F r o m  i n f o r m a t i o n  I r e c e i v e d  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  the m e d i a  or 
th e  C o u n c i l ' s  p a m p h l e t .  I felt  the j u d g e s  w o u l d  do us 
a g o o d  job

F a v o r a b l e  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  rat ings? m edia, e x p o s u r e  r e­
g a r d i n g  c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g s ;  o p i n i o n s  of f r i e n d s

Na mely, due to o p i n i o n s  in m e d i a  of p e r s o n s  o r  g r o u p s  
w h o s e  j u d g e m e n t  on the s u b j e c t  w e  r espected. N o t  from 
an y  p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  of j u d g e s  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  o r  as 
i n d i v i d u a l s

H i s  i m p a r t i a l  a n d  s t e r n e r  d e c i s i o n s  

If I felt  t h e y  h a d  G o d l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

T r a c k  r e c o r d  as a p p e a r e d  in A n c h o r a g e  T i m e s  (Court Records)

B a s i s  of p a s t  r e c o r d s

F i g u r e d  they w e r e  d o i n g  a g o o d  job

F r o m  the d e c i s i o n s  t h e y  h a d  m a d e  tha t w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  last 
y e a r  in the n e w s p a p e r

B e l i e v e  the y h a d  a g o o d  r a t ing

I w o u l d  v o t e  f r o m  t h e m  if we h a d  the n o r m a l  v o t e r ' s  righ t 
to v o t e  for o u r  j u d g e s  a n d  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s

B a s e d  on i n f o r m a t i o n  (general) p r o v i d e d  to p u b l i c
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D o i n g  t h e  b e s t  job they can u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  laws

M a i n l y  f r o m  the survey, the o n e s  t h a t  s e e m e d  to.be f a i r  
a n d  j u s t  a n d  n o t  h y p o c r i t i c a l

I l i k e  t h e m

B a s e d  o n  w h a t  I k n e w  o f  t h e i r  r e c o r d s

P u b l i c i t y  w a s  f a v o r a b l e  c o n c e r n i n g  them. O u t c a n e  of 
c a s e s  s e e m e d  fair a n d  ran a l o n g  m y  t r a i n  of t h o u g h t

T h e i r  r e c o r d s  since b e i n g  s e a t e d

W as i m p r e s s e d  b y  r e p o r t s  in p a m p h l e t s

On t h e i r  o v e r a l l  r e c o r d — n o  on e is p e r f e c t

P a s t  r e c o r d  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e

B e c a u s e  w e  n e e d  some g o o d  j u d g e s

N a m e s  a n d  a c t i o n s  k n o w n  t h r o u g h  publi c m e d i a  t h r o u g h o u t  
the y e a r

P e r s o n a l  K n o w l e d g e  of; a l s o — J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  s eem ed 
slanted; so v o t e d  for j udge due to m e d i a

F r o m  the e v a l u a t i o n s ,  I f i g u r e d  s o m e o n e  has to h o l d  
d o w n  the fort, w e n t  on the o p i n i o n s  of the l a w y e r s

Q U E S T I O N  9a: "Can y o u  tell us w h y  y o u  v o t e d  not: to r e t a i n  t h e s e
judges?"

B y  a p p a r e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  r e c o r d  a n d  p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  

U n a c c e p t a b l e  a c t i o n s / d e c i s i o n s

B e c a u s e  of their a p p a r e n t  l i b e r a l  s t a n d s  a n d  l e n i e n t  s e n­
ten c e s  g i v e n  c r i m i n a l  d e f e n d a n t s

P o o r  s e n t e n c i n g  e x p e r i e n c e / u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d

M a i n l y  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  friends, a c q u a i n t e n a n c e s  a n d  
a t t o r n e y s  as to w h o  is h o n e s t  a n d  u n b i a s e d  in r u l i n g s  
a n d  w h o  w a s  not p e r f o r m i n g  p r o p e r l y

I t h o u g h t  h i m  to be b i a s e d  in b i s  o p i n i o n
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T h e y  w e r e  n o t  d o i n g  the job

A s  a p o l i c e  offic e r ,  I f e l t  t h a t  some of the judges 
w e r e  u n f a i r  a n d  u n j u s t

A f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s  a n d  r e a d i n g  all i n f o r m a t i o n  
a v a i l a b l e

H a v i n g  r e a d  the p a m p h l e t  a n d  n e w s p a p e r  a c c o u n t s  of t h e i r  
a c t i o n s  in v a r i o u s  cases, I f e l t  t h e y  w e r e  u n w o r t h y  of r e­
tention , e s p e c i a l l y  c e r t a i n  j u d g e s  lack o f  s o u n d  j u d g e m e n t  
(in m y  opini o n )

T r a c k  r e c o r d  o n  s e n t e n c i n g  s e e m e d  to i n d i c a t e  a soft line 
a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  c r i m e  a n d  c r i m i n a l s

A n y  j u d g e  o v e r  six ty s h o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d ;  h e ' s  m a d e  
e n o u g h  o f  the t a x p a y e r s  m o n e y

T h e y  s e e m e d  i n c o m p e t e n t  a n d  a w a s t e  of o u r  t i m e  

J u d g e  too l e n i e n t

T h o s e  judges, I feel, m a d e  a n d  are m a k i n g  " c o n t e m p t  of 
c o u r t "  a t h i n g  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  a reward, n o t  a p e n a l t y

D i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s  in m a n y  c a s e s

B e c a u s e  t h e  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  a n d  the P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  r a t e d  t h e m  as u n a c c e p t a b l e

P a s t  r e c o r d

It a p p e a r s  some j udges h a v e  n o  i n t e r e s t  in d e f e r r i n g  crime 
f r o m  b a r k i n g  dogs to m u r d e r — a n d  g i v e  w e a k  s e n t e n c e s  
a l l o w i n g  c r i m i n a l s  to r o a m  the streets. I vote n o  to these 
j u d g e s

T o o  m u c h  s e l f - d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  a t t a c k  f r o m  p e e r  g r o u p  

D i d  n o t  think they h a d  m a d e  g o o d  d e c i s i o n s  

T h e i r  f a v o r i t i s m  t o w a r d  p e o p l e  o f  t i t l e  a n d  social stat is 

M a t e r i a l  I h a d  r e a d  a b o u t  t h e m

T h e  sam e r e a s o n  I v o t e d  for s o m e  judges; t h e i r  actions 
(use of media' i n f l u e n c e d  m y  d e c i s i o n s

H i s  r a t i n g  by A J C  w a s n ' t  g o o d

P o o r  r a t i n g s  a n d  first h a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  w h e n  the judge w a s  
h e r e
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B e c a u s e  I t h o u g h t  s o m e o n e  e l s e  c o u l d  d o  a b e t t e r  job 

T o o  l i b e r a l

S o m e  j u d g e s  d o n ' t  like p u n i s h i n g  c r i m i n a l s ,  o t h e r s  like 
to p u n i s h  t h e  c i t i z e n s  b y  p l a y i n g  g a m e s  like t h r o w i n g  
o u t  t h e  B e i r n e  H o m e s t e a d  or o k a y i n g  m a r i j u a n a .  I k e p t  
t r a c k

F r o m  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  f r o m  l i v i n g  in a town w h e r e  I 
(along w i t h  m a n y  others) f e l t  the j u d g e  w a s  t o o  l e nient

F r o m  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e c e i v e d

R e p u t a t i o n — n e w s p a p e r

M e d i a  ads; n e g a t i v e  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  r a t i n g s  

P e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e

Name.-’- o m e d i a  o p i n i o n s  of p e r s o n s  o r  g r o u p s  w h o s e
judge rie it on ;-he s u b j e c t  w e  r e s p e c t e d .  C e r t a i n l y  n o t  f r o m  
a n y  p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  the j u d g e ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  or as 
i n d i v i d u a l s

P a m p e r i n g  t h e  c r i m i n a l

If I f e l t  t h e y  h a d  u n g o d l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

S e e m i n g l y  r a n d o m  d e c i s i o n s  o n  s i m i l a r  typ es of cases

B a s i s  o f  p a s t  r e c o r d

T h e y  w e r e  n o t  d o i n g  a g o o d  job

I f e l t  t h e y  w e r e  too l e n i e n t

T o o  l e n i e n t

F r o m  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  t h e y  h a d  m a d e  t h a t  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  
l a s t  y e a r  in the n e w s p a p e r

I f e l t  t h o s e  n o t  v o t e d  for w o u l d  m a k e  b e t t e r  p l u m b e r s  

B e c a u s e  of a d e c i s i o n  he h a d  m a d e  w h i c h  w a s  b a d  

B e c a u s e  of you r a t i n g s  

T o o  l e n i e n t  to law v i o l a t e r s

B e c a u s e  of t h e i r  decision s. I u s e d  the s u r v e y  m a i n l y  
to m a k e  m y  d e c i s i o n

C o m m e n t s  I h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e m



B a s e d  o n  w h a t  I k n e w  of t h e i r  record/ I c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m  
u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  u n d e d i c a t e d

N o  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  to m e  a n d  c o u l d  f i n d  n o n e  c l o s e  
to v o t i n g  d a t e

I d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h e y  w e r e  e f f e c t i v e

W a s  n o t  i m p r e s s e d  b y  r e p o r t s  i n  p a m p h l e t

M o s t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  the r i d i c u l o u s  s e n t e n c e s  p a s s e d  o u t  
o n  d r u g  a n d  f e l o n y  cases

D i d n ' t  like t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  some

P r i m a r i l y  f r o m  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  ratin g; s o m e w h a t  f r o m  p u b l i c  
m e d i a

D i d n ' t  l i k e  r e c o r d

F r o m  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  p u t  out, n o t  
a c c e p t a b l e .  See h o w  e a s i l y  I v/as led.

Q U E S T I O N  11c: "If y o u  t h i n k  the J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  left s o m e t h i n g
out, t e l l  us w h a t  y o u ' d  like to see added."

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  j u d g e s  s h o u l d  k n o w  the c o m m u n i t y  the y serve. 
T h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  some i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  h a p p e n i n g s  
to k n o w  t h e  w a n t s  a n d  n e e d s  a n d  d e s i r e s  of the p e o p l e  w h o s e  
p r o b l e m s  t h e y  are h e l p i n g  to s e t t l e

R e c o r d  of d e c i s i o n s

A  s e n s e  o f  w h e r e  the S t a t e  is g oing; in the w a y  of c r i m i n a l  
j u s t i c e  a n d  s e n t e n c i n g  p r o c e d u r e — a w a r e n e s s

S e n t e n c e s  g i v e n  on c r i m i n a l  m a t t e r s

C o m m o n  sense; c o u r t r o o m  a r r o g a n c e  t o w a r d  t r i a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
a n d  a t t o r n e y s  (both s i d e s ) ; p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  (as d i f f e r­
e n t i a t e d  f r o m  p e r s o n a l  p o p u l a r i t y )

A n  a c t u a l  s c o r e c a r d  of d e c i s i o n s .  T h e s e  8 s t a t e m e n t s  are 
t o o  g e n e r a l  a n d  ideali s t i c .  A  s y s t e m  of g r a d i n g  judges 
b a s e d  on t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s  f r o m  s o f t  to h a r d  o n  those  i n­
volved,  c r i m i n a l  o r  civil

C o m m o n  s e n s e  and, for G o d ' s  sake, l e t  us do s o m e t h i n g  
for the i n j u r e d  p a r t i e s  in f e l o n y  cases-— t h e y  are the 
real m i n o r i t y
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W h o  c a n  judge o r  rate h u m a n  factors; d a i l y  moods; 
a t t i t u d e s ;  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ;  c o m p a s s i o n

Q U E S T I O N  12a: "If YES: w h a t  are t h e s e  w a y s ? "

S e n t e n c i n g  r e c o r d

I f  the 8 p o i n t s  in q u e s t i o n  11 a r e  a n s w e r e d  c o r r e c t l y  
a n d  in l a n g u a g e  t he a v e r a g e  v o t e r  can u n d e r s t a n d ,  t h i n k  
y o u  h a v e  d o n e  a g o o d  job of g e t t i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i n f o r­
m a t i o n  to the v o t e r s

A  l i s t  of c a s e s  h e a r d  a n d  v e r d i c t s  a n d  s e n t e n c e s  d e l i v e r e d

P e r h a p s  a p u b l i c  f o r u m  d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  the j u d g e s  
l i k e  a T V  q u e s t i o n / a n s w e r  p r o g r a m ,  if f e a s i b l e

S u r v e y  of c r i m e  v i c t i m s  o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  to see w h e t h e r  
t h e y  a r e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  the p u n i s h m e n t

J u d g e ' s  i m p a c t  o n  community; h o w  do the judges' s e n t e n c i n g  
o f  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  o f f e n d e r s  txmpare w i t h  s e n t e n c i n g  of 
f i r s t  o f f e n d e r s

T e l e v i s i o n  m e d i a — let us h e a r  thei r v i e w s  t o w a r d s  c e r t a i n  
s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e s  (or m u s t  t h e y  r e m a i n  hidden)

S o m e  k i n d  o f  s u m m a r y  of p a s t  a c t i o n  o n  v a r i o u s  cases.
S e n d  to all v o t e r s  as t h e y  m a y  h a v e  to v o t e  a b s e ntee, 
i n c l u d e  o t h e r  j u d g e ' s  o p i n i o n s ,  if p o s s i b l e  (possibly 
t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  e v a l u a t e  e a c h  other)

S u r v e y  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  also

T h e r e  are p e r s o n s  in the C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  C e n t e r  at the 
U A A  w h o  h a v e  a g r e a t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the j u s t i c e  system. 
M a y b e  t h e y  c o u l d  be h e l p f u l

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and c o n s e r v a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  e v a l u a t i o n s ;  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  e v a l u a t i o n s ,  h i s t o r y  o f  i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n s

P e r c e n t a g e  o f  d e c i s i o n s  u p h e l d  o r  o v e r r u l e d  by a h i g h e r  
court; c a s e  l o a d  handled; a b s e n t e e i s m ;  such as illness, 
d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f r o m  a t r i a l  or o t h e r  v a l i d  or i n v a l i d  
r e a s o n s  a j u d g e  m a y  not b e  on c a l l

It w o u l d  b e  h e l p f u l  for me to h a v e  a job d e s c r i p t i o n ;  
w h a t  t y p e s  of q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  does t h e  m a n  n e e d  for the 
job
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P e r c e n t a g e  f a c t o r s  as to s e n t e n c e  imposed, time s u s­
p e n d e d  a n d  f i n e s  for t hose f o u n d  g u i l t y  p e r  t y p e  of 
c r i m e  (i.e., asault, t r a f f i c  cases, etc.)

K n o w i n g  the w a y  j u d g e s  feel a b o u t  c e r t a i n  s u b j e c t s

P u b l i s h  a s t a t i s t i c a l  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s .  
E x a m p l e — n u m b e r  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  v i o l a t i o n s  f o u n d  
f o r  or a g a i n s t  d e f e n d a n t

L e t  t h e  v o t e r s  h a v e  the e l e c t i n g  v o t e  f o r  S u p e r i o r  
C o u r t  j u d g e s  a n d  the D . A . ' s  v i a  the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a m e n d m e n t .  It w a s  a n o b l e  e x p e r i m e n t ;  j u d i c i a l  
a p p o i n t m e n t ,  b u t  it h a s  failed; l e t ' s  a d m i t  it.
E l e c t  s a i d  o f f i c e r s  a n d  r e c e i v e  d e c e n t  j u d i c i a l  
s e r v i c e s

W o u l d  l i k e  j u dges r a t e d  b y  A m e r i c a n  C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  
U n i o n

L e t  the v o t e r  d e c i d e  b y  g i v i n g  h i m  m o u n t a i n s  o f  facts;
i . e . , all the d e c i s i o n s  the judge h a s  m a d e  c o u l d  be 
c o m p i l e d  b y  g e n e r a l  c a t e g o r i e s

S o m e  w a y  to l e a r n  the p a t t e r n s  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s  f o l l o w

M a k e  all of the m e d i a  a b s o l u t e l y  f a c t u a l  a n d  r e s p o n­
sib l e  in t h e i r  r e p o r t i n g — they can k e e p  their o p i n i o n s  
to t h e m s e l v e s .  G i v e n  the facts, I a m  p e r f e c t l y  c a p a b l e  
of m a k i n g  up m y  o w n  m i n d

H i s t o r y  of d e c i s i o n s  v e r s u s  c a s e  p a r t i c u l a r s  

R e p e a t  o f f e n s e s  o f  c r i m i n a l s

A  m o r e  d e t a i l e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e i r  p a s t  s e n t e n c i n g  
h i s t o r y

W h y  d o n ' t  w e  l o o k  t h r o u g h  the e y e s  of the d e f e n d a n t s ;  
a p o s s i b i l i t y .  Sure, m o s t  that w e r e  s e n t e n c e d  m i g h t  
say, " t h a t  no g o o d  . . .", b u t  o u t  of the m a s s e s  m a y  
come s o m e t h i n g
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LAV M E M BE R S  
K E N N E T H L  BRADY 
JOHN C LONGWORTH  
R O B E R T H  M O SS

LAW M EM BERS  
M ARCUS R CLARR 
MIC HAEL  M H O LM ES  
JO S E PH  L YOUNG

Alaska dJubicial (Eaunal EXECUT IV E  O IRCCTOR 
M IC HAEL  L R U B IN S T E IN

303 K ST f l E E T  
ANCHORAGE . ALASKA 

99S0 I

CHA IRMAN EX OEP IC IO  
JAY A RAB INOWIT2  
CH IER JUST IC E  
S U P R E M E  COURT

A p r i l  20, 1979

Dear Voter:

In 1975 the State Legisl a t u r e  r e q u i r e d  the A l a s k a  Judi c i a l  Council to 

evaluate a ll judges b e f o r e  their retention elections and to p r o vide the voters wit h  

inform a t i o n  a b o u t  those judges. The law al s o  p e r m i t t e d  the A l a s k a  Judi c i a l  Council 

to m a k e  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  w h e t h e r  or n ot a n y  judge ought to be retained in office.

U n d e r  this l egislation the A l a s k a  Judicial Council, vhicl consists of the 

Chief J u s tice o f  the A laska Supreme Court, three non-attorney members, and three 

p r a c t i c i n g  lawyers, has p r o v i d e d  vo t e r  i nformation a nd ma d e  rec o m m e n d a t i o n s  in the 

1976 and 1978 general elections. T h e  Council has d eveloped a means of evaluating 

each judge by p o l l i n g  the opinions of law en f o r c e m e n t  personnel, lawyers, and p r i v a t e  

citizens w h o  ha v e  s erved on juries. The p r i m a r y  way the Council informs the p ublic 

of its results has be e n  through the A laska Official Election Pamphlet, d istributed to 

all r e g i s t e r e d  voters p r i o r  to each general election.

T he J u d i c i a l  C o uncil's p r o g r a m  o f  evaluating judges a nd p r o v i d i n g  public 

information is now itself being evaluated. This evaluation is being conducted by 

N o r t h r i m  Associates, an independent A l a s k a n  firm specializing in such work. This is 

being done so that you, the voter, m a y  let us k n o w  w h a t  you think the Council should 

use as criteria in r ating the p erformance of judges, and h o w  the Council best ought 

to commun i c a t e  its information.

E n c l o s e d  is"a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and a self-addressed, s t a mped envelope. Your 

answers will b e  kept confidential. T he enve l o p e  ani the q u e s t i o n n a i r e  are separated 

as soon as they are recei v e d  b y  Northrim. The r eturn envelope contains you r  name 

o nly so that N o r t h r i m  Ass o c i a t e s  can keep track of w h o  returns the quest i o n n a i r e  in 

o r d e r  not to ma i l  a n o t h e r  to any individual who has a l r eady returned iu.

P lease take a few minutes to comp l e t e  this q u e s tionnaire and return it in 

the e n c l o s e d  enve l o p e  by Ap r i l  30, 1979. In c ooperating wit h  this effort you will b e  

h e l ping y o u r s e l f  and ot h e r  citizens of A l aska to cast a more informed ballot the next 

time judges are up for retention. Ultimately, we h o p e  your c o ntribution will improve 

the q u a l i t y  of justice in Alaska. Thank y ou for your time and effort.

Sincerely,

J a y  A. Rabinowitz

C h i e f  Justice

Enclosure



L A Y M I M B I B S  O C C U T IV C  O IRCCTO*S S V M S k  Alaska iJufcictal (Hauncil
R O f l C R T  M M OSS

‘ lA W M C M . C R S  3 0 3 K S T R C C T
MARCUS R  C L A P P  ANCHORAGE  ALASKA
M iC H A CLM  HO LM ES  99301
JO SEPH  L  YOUNG 

.  ** CHA IRMAN EX O F P IO O  
JAY A R A B IN O W ITZ
CH IEP  JU S T IC E  _ _ .  _ _
suBBtMt cou»r M a y  4, 1979

De a r  Voter:

O n  A p r i l  20 w e  asked for y o u r  assistance in e v a l u a t i n g  the A l a s k a  Judicial 

C o u n c i l ' s  p r o g r a m  of r ating judges and m a k i n g  recommendations a b o u t  their r etention 

o r  non--retention. W e  as k e d  y o u  to complete a q u e s t ionnaire a n d  return it to N o r t h r i m  

Associates, an i n d e p endent A l a s k a n  firm w h i c h  specializes in this type of work.

W e  have not h e a r d  from you.

A s s u m i n g  that y o u  s o m e h o w  m i s l a i d  the questionnaire, w e  have enclosed 

a n o t h e r  copy and a  self-addressed, s t a m p e d  envelope.

A s  was p o i n t e d  out in the first letter to you, the Judicial C o u n c i l  was 

m a n d a t e d  by the A l a s k a  State Legisl a t u r e  to evaluate judges and m a k e  r e c o m m e ndations 

to you, the voter. W e  are now e v a l u a t i n g  this s ystem tc d e t e r m i n e  h o w  you, the 

vov.er, feels a b o u t  the system. T he on l y  w a y  w e  can p e r f o r m  our function, or modify 

it if need be, to your satisfaction, is to h e a r  from you.

T h e  entire p r o c e s s  is c o m p l e t e l y  confidential. T h e  self-addressed, stamped 

envelope, w i t h  y o u r  name on it is sep a r a t e d  from your q u e s t i o n n a i r e  as soon as N o r t h r i m  

A s s o c i a t e s  receives it. The envelope is the only w a y  they can keep track of w ho has 

retu r n e d  the q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and n ot se n d  another to the same person.

In or d e r  to main t a i n  a goo d  judicial n ystam in this state the Judicial 

C o u ncil has to do its job effectively. For this w e  nee d  yo u r  help.

P l e a s e  take the next few minutes to fill o u t  the q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and return 

it in the encl o s e d  envelope.

Thank y o u  for your time.

sincerely / 9  *

Michael L. Rubinstein

E x ecutive Director

E nc l o s u r e
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LAY M E M B E R S  
K E N N E T H L  8RAOY 
JOHN C LONGWORTH 
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CHA IR MAN EX OF F IC IO  
JAY A R A B lN O W lT Z  
C H IE F  JUST ICE  
SU R RE M E  COURT

Alaska Hiu&tcial (Council EXEC UT IV E  D IR EC T O R  
M ICHAEL  L R U B IN S T E IN

303 K S T R EE T  
A NCHOR AGE  ALASKA 

B t S O I

Ma y  18, 1979

Dear Voter:

T h i s  is our third letter to ; ou. W e  w r o t e  to y o u  first on 

Ap r i l  20 a nd again on M a y  4. A s  y o u  v i l l  recall, w e  a s k e d  for your 

a s s i s t a n c e  in ev a l u a t i n g  the A l a s k a  'adicial C o u n c i l ' s  s y s t e m  ->f rating 

judges a n d  m a k i n g  recommen d a t i o n s  to you, the voter, r e g a r d i n g  their 

ret e n t i o n  or non-retention.

We  still h a v e n ' t  h e a r d  irom you.

You are no d o u b t  a b u s y  person, c ut vie q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w e  sent 

to y o u  takes onl y  a few sh o r t  m i n u t e s  to complete. P l e a s e  try to find

the time to do it now.

At each election y ou are a s k e d  to vote w h e t h e r  to retain or

not t o  r etain the judges on the ballo'-. C u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is to see

that y o u  g et e nough i n f o r mation to make an informed decision. The 

Alaska Judic i a l  Co ancil needs y o u r  suggestions to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  the 

C o u n c i l ' s  p r o g r a m  of r a ting judges is m e e t i n g  you r  needs. There is no 

w a y  to kno w  the answer to this q u e s t i o n  w i t h o u t  h e a r i n g  from you.

P lease take the nex t  few n o n u t e s  to complete the confidential 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and return it in the e n c l o s e d  envelope. W e  need you r  

assistance. T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  time.

Exe c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

E nclosure
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1 A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L

V O T E R  INFORM A T I O N  Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  

E L E C T I O N  OF J L D G E S

In the Fall 1978 e l e c t i o n  a n u m b e r  o f  judges w e r e  on the ballot. The 
A l a s k a  O f f i c i a l  E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t  p u b l i s h e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  each 
such judge, i n c l u d i n g  the results of an e v a l u a t i o n  done b y  the A l a s k a  
J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  a n d  the J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l’s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  for 
r e t e n t i o n  o r  n o n - r e t e n t i o n .  The q u e s t i o n s  v n i c h  f o l l o w  are c o n c e r n e d  
w i t h  the i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  in the P a m p n l e t  as w e l l  as other sources.

P L E A S E  C I R C L E  THE N U M B E R  N E X T  TO Y O U R  A N S W E R

F i r s t  of all, m a n y  p eople who are r e g i s t e r e d  v oters 
d o n ' t  a c t u a l l y  g e t  to ✓ote on e l e c t i o n  day. Did 
y o u  v o t e  in the Fall 1978 g e n e r a l  election?

Yes 2. No

D i d  y o u  vote for or a g a i n s t  any judges in the Fall 
1973 g e n e r a l  election?

1. Yes 2. No

B e f o r e  y o u  voted, h a d  y o u  read each judge's own 
s u m m a r y  a b o u t  h i s / h e r  b a c k g r o u n d  c o n t a i n e d  in the 
E l e c t i o n  P a m p hlet?

1. Yes 2. No

H a d  y o u  seen any a d vertiseme s in the m e d i a  on behalf 
of or against- any judge running in che election?

1. Yes 2. No

B e f o r e  y o u  voted, h a d  y o u  read the J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l ' s  
r a tings of judges p u b l i s h e d  in the E l e c t i o n  Pamphlet?

1. Yes 2. No

If y o u  read those ratings, w h a t  was y o u r  o p i n i o n  of 
them?

1. H e lpful 

3. Of no use

2. G o o d  idea, b u t  w a n t  more 
i n f o r m a t i o n

4 S h o u l d  be e l i m i n a t e d

DO N O T  W R I T E  
IN THIS S P A C E

10

1 1

E- l
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DO N O T  W R I T E  
IN THIS SPACE

12 13

I T "  I T
16 17

18

19 20

21

22 23

24

25 26

T I •

8.

8a.

10

If y o u  b e l i e v e  that m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  should be 
provided, w h a t  w o u l d  y o u  like to know?

1.

2.

3.

Did y o u  vote to r etain any of the judges on the b a l l o t ?  

1. Yes 2. No

C a n  y o u  tell us w h y  y o u  v o t e d  to r e t a i n  these judges?

D i d  you vote not to r etain any judges on the ballot? 

1. Yes 2. No

9a. Can you tell us w h y  y o u  v o t e d  n o t  to retain these judges?

In deciding w h e t h e r  to r etain or not retain a judge, 
w h i c h  source of i n f o r m a t i o n  was m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  to you? 
(Please circle only one - the m c s t  i m p o r t a n t ) .

1. The judge's own s u mmary of h;.s/her background.

The A l a s k a  J”dici a l  C o u n c i l ' s  rating of the judge.

The Judic i a l  C o u n c i l ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of the judge

A  k n o w l e d g e  of the judge b a s e d  on such things as 
med • a c o v erage of h i s / h e r  decisions and actions.

P a i d  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  for or aga .st the judge 
p u b l i s h e d  or b r o a d c a s t  .in the media.

Other: (please s p e c i f y ) ___________________________________

2.

3.

4.

- 2 -
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11. In the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l ' s  survey of lawyers,
p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  and citizens who have s e r v e d  on juries, 
the C o u n c i l  a s k e d  t h e m  to rate the following 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the judges:

1. L E G A L  K N O W L E D G E  AND R E A S O N I N G  ABILITY.

2. C O N S I D E R A T I O N  OF R E L E V A N T  S E N T E N C I N G  FACTORS.

3. E Q U A L  T R E A T M E N T  R E G A R D L E S S  OF RACE, SEX, SOCIAL 
O R  E C O N O M I C  STATUS A N D  THE LIKE.

4. R E S T R A I N T  F R O M  F A V O R I T I S M  T O W A R D  E I T H E R  THE 
P R O S E C U T I O N  O R  D E FENSE IN C R I M I N A L  CASES.

5. S E N S E  OF B ASIC F A I RNESS A N D  JUSTICE.

6. H U M A N  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  A N D  COMPASSION.

7. W I L L I N G N E S S  TO WORK DILIGENTLY.

8. INTEGRITY.

11a. In m a k i n g  y o u r  d e c ision to r etain or not retain a judge, 
w h i c h  of the factors listed above is m o s t  i m p o rtant to 
you? W h i c h  is second m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  and third m o s t  
import a n t ?  (Please use the n u m b e r  n e x t  to the factor as 
l i s t e d  a b o v e ) .

 M o s t  important

 S e c o n d  m o s t  important

 T h i r d  m o s t  important

27

28

29

lib. If you think the J u d i c i a l  C o uncil included too many
factors, w h i c h  ones s h o u l d  be left out? (Please use the 
nu m b e r  n e j t  to the factor as listed above).

1._____

2._____

3.

30

r r

32

11c. If you think the J u d i c i a l  Council left something out, 
tell us w h a t  y o u ' d  like to see added.

1.
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36

37

38

40

41 42

43 44

45
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12.

39

12a.

13.

13b

14.

15.

A s i d e  from s u r v eying lawyers, p e a c e  officers, a n d  jurors, 
are there o ther w a y s  that judicial p e r f o r m a n c e  c o u l d  be 
e v a l u a t e d  that w o u l d  m a k e  it e a s i e r  for voters to decide 
w h e t h e r  or n o t  to r e t a i n  a judge?

1. Yes 2. No

If YES: w h a t  are these ways? 

1.

2.

3.

* ***** * * * * * *

Now, we w o u l d  like to ask you a bout the A l a s k a  J u d icial 
C o u n c i l .

H a d  y o u  h e a r d  about the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  Council b e f o r e  
the Fall 1978 e l e c t i o n ?

Yes 2. No

13a. If YES: w h a t  had you h e a r d  a b o u t  the Council?

How, or in w h a t  c o n n e c t i o n  h a d  you h e a r d  about the Council?

Do you think it's a g o o d  idea t require the A l a s k a  
J u d i c i a l  Council to e v a l u a t e  judges and to p u blish 
in f o r m a t i o n  about t h e m  in the A l a s k a  O f f icial E l e c t i o n  
Pamphlet?

1. Yes 2. No

Do you think it's a g o o d  idea for the Judicial C o uncil 
to make a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  in favor of or against the 
r e t e n t i o n  of any judge it evalua t e s ?

1. Yes 2. No
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IN THIS SPACE

1 6 .

17.

18.

19

A l a s k a  S t a t e  law requires the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o uncil 
to p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  to the voters c o n c e r n i n g  its 
e v a l u a t i o n  or judges. How d o  y o u  think this information 
o u g h t  to be communicaUed to the voters? P L E A S E  CIRCLE 
E A C H  A N D  E V E R Y  M E A N S  WHICH Y O U  T H I N K  IS PROPER.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

The O f f i c i a l  Alaska E l e c t i o n  Pamphlet.

By d i r e c t  m a i l  to all r e g i s t e r e d  voters.

S p e e c h e s  a n d  other p u b l i c  appearances b y  Council 
m e m b e r s  and staff e x p l a i n i n g  the r e s u l t s  of the 
e valuation.

N e w s p a p e r  advertising.

R a d i o  a n d  television idvertising.

Other: (please specify)__________________________________

If the A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  Council, as a r e s u l t  of its 
evaluation, concludes that a judge is u n q u a l i f i e d  
to remain in office, what s h o u l d  the C o u n c i l  do? 
(Please choose only one) .

1. O n l y  e x p r e s s  its o p inion in the O f f i c i a l  Elect i o n  
P a m p h l e t .

2. S t r o n g l y  advertise its c o n c l u s i o n  in the m e d i a  to 
reach as m a n y  voters aj possible.

3. E x p r e s s  no opinion o n  the matter. (Keep its 
c o n c l u s i o n s  to i t s e l f ) .

If you have any com*. jnts or sugges t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  the 
A l a s k a  J u d i c i a l  Council's e v a l u a t i o n  of judges (or this 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i t s e l f ) , p l e a s e  write them on the back of 
this page.

P lease p r o v i d e  the following infor m a t i o n  about yourself. 

Sex: 1. Male 2. Female

A g e :_____

9-12Years of schoo l i n g  completed: 1-8 

C o m m u n i t y  of residence:_____________

13-16 17+

47

50

63

66

48

49 '

51

52 53

A D D R E S S

54

55"

56~

57 58

59 60

61 62

64

65

T H A N K  YOU V E R Y  M U C H  F O R  YOUR T I M E  IN C O M P L E T I N G  THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. 
IF YOU W O U L D  LIKE A COPY OF THE RESULTS, PLEASE CUT THIS OFF AT T H E  
DOTTED LINE AND GIVE US YOUR N A M E  A N D  A D D R E S S  BELOW. PLEASE R E T U R N  
IT WITH TEE C O M P L E T E D  Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  IN THE E N C L O S E D  ENVELOPE.

NAME

(street address or b o x  number)

(city)

-5-

E-5

(zip code)
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A L A S K A  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  
C O D I N G  M A N U A L 5/15/79

C o l u m n  V a r i a b l e  
N u m b e r  N u m b e r

Q u e s t i o n C o d e

1

2

3-r5

6

10

11

la

D e c k

M a i l i n g  N u m b e r

Q u e s t i o n a i r r e  n u m b e r  

Q . l  D i d  y o u  v o t e

Q.2 D i d  y o u  v o t e  o n  j udges

Q . 3  H a d  r e a d  j u d g e s  o w n  
s u m m a r y

Q . 4 H a d  seen a d s

Q.5 H a d  r e a d  A J C  r a t i n g s

Q.6 O p i n i o n  o f  r a t i n g s

l = f i r s t  m a i l i n g  
2 = s e c o n d  m a i l i n g  
3 = t h i r d  m a i l i n g

001 a n d  c o n s e c u t i v e l y  
t h e r e a f t e r

l = y e s
2=no
9 = N A

l= y e s
2=no
9 = N A

l = y e s
2=no
9 = N A

l = y e s
2=no
9 = N A

l=yes
2=no
9 = N A

l = h e l p f u l  
2 = g o o d  idea 
3=of n o  use
4 = s h o u l d  be e l i m i n a t e d  
9 = N A

F - l



N u m b e r

12-13

14-15 9

16-17 10

18 11

Q.7 If y o u  b e l i e v e  m o r e  
i n f o  s h o u l d  be p r o v i d e d  
F i r s t  M e n t i o n

Q.7
S e c o n d  M e n t i o n  
Q.7
T h i r d  M e n t i o n

Q.8 V o t e  to r e t a i n

----

01= J u d g e 's . P e r f o r m a n c e  H i s t o r y

0 2 = p e r s o n a l  a t t r i b u t e s  of judge 
i n t ^ l l e g e n c e ,r e l i g i o s i t y ,etc

03=posit.ion o n  k e y  laws, issues

0 4 = c c u r t r o o m  o p i n i o n : j u r o r s ,  
a t t o r n e y s , a u d i e n c e

0 5 = r e f . n e e d  m o r e  i n f o , t i m i n g  
o f  info, f l o w

0 6 = p r e j u d i c e  f o r / a g a i n s t  
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s

0 7 = A l a s k a - s p e c i f i c  knowle d g e ,  
st a n c e

08=Misc. c o m m e n t s / o t h e r  

09=Who is a m e m b e r  of A J C  

10 =

11 =

12=

13=

14=

9 9 = N A

U s e  S a m e  C o d e  

U s e  S a m n e  C o d e

l = y e s
2=nc
9 = N A



19-20 12 Q . 8 a  W h y  r e t a i n

21 13 Q.9 V o t e  n o t  r e t a i n

22-23 14 W h y  n o t  r e t a i n

0 1 = d o i n g  a d e q u a t e  job, 
n o t h i n g  n e g a t i v e

0 2 = b a s e d  o n  judgt.3 r e c o r d  

0 3 = A J C  r a t i n g s

0 4 = r e a d i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  available

p

0 5 = i n f o  i n  V o t e r  P a m p h l e t  „

0 6 = p e r s o n a l  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  »judge 
( f a i r n e s s ,r e s t r a i n t  from 
f a v o r i t e s , l e s s  lenient)

0 7 = d i s c u s s i n g  w / o t h e r s  

0 8 = p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e / e x p e r i a n c  

09=

10 =

11=

12=

13= m i s c . / o t h e r  

9 9 = N A

l =yes
2=no
9'=NA

0 1 = i n a d e q u a t e  jot/not c o m p e t e n t  

0 2 = i n f o  in p a m p h l e t  

03= J u d g e ' s  P e r f o r m a n c e  History 

0 4 = A J C  r a t i n g s

0 5 = p e r s o n a l  o p i n i o n / e x p e r i a n c e  

0 6 = m e d i a  r e p o r t s  

0 7 = d i s c u s s i n g  w / o t h e r s  

0 8 = t o o  l e n i e n t w / c r i m i n a l s

0 9 = f a v o r i t i s m  t o w a r d  s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t s

10= o t h e r

11 =

12=  

qoawa



^ o i u m n
N u m b e r

24

25-26

27

28

S9

30

31

32

33

v a n a o x e
N u m b e r

Question Code

---------

15

•13 c-.

16

17

18 

19

20.

21

Q l O . M o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  
o f  info

Q10. O p e n  c o d e  for O t h e r

Q l l a . F a c t o r s  m o s t  
important, etc. 
M o s t  I m p o r t a n t

Qlla. S e c o n d  M o s t  Import. 

Qlla. T h i r d  M o s t  Import.

Q l l b . T o o  m a n y  factors 
F i r s t  M e n t i o n

Qllb. S e c o n d  M e n t i o n  

Q l l b  T n i r d  M e n t i o n

l = j u d g e * s  o w n  s u m m a r y  
2 = A J C  r a t i n g  
3 = A J C  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
4 = k n o w l e d g e  of j udge 
5 = p a i d  ads 
6 = o t h e r  
9 = N A

0 1 = p e r s o n a l  o p i n i o n / e x p e r i a n c e  

0 2 = l a c k  o f  k n o w l e d g e / d i d n ' t  vo 

0 3 = f r i e n d ts o p i n i o n s  

0 4 = m e d i a  r e p o r t s  

0 5 = p o l i c e  v i e w p o i n t s  

06=

0 7 = o t h c r  

08=

09=

1 0 = d i d  n o t  s n e c i f y  r e a s o n s  

9 9 = N A

l = l e g a l  k n o w l e d g e  
2 = c o n s i d e r  s e t e n c i n g  
3 = e q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  
4 = r e s t r a i n t  f r o m  f a v o r i t i s m  
5 = f a i r n e s s
6 = h u m a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
7 = w i l l i n g  to w o r k  
8 = i n t e g r i t y  
9 = N A

U s e  S a m e  C o d e  

Use S a m e  C o d e  

Use S a m e  C o d e

U s e  S a m e  C o d e  

Use S a m e  C o d e  

L e a v e  B l a n k

v



C o l u m n  V a r i a b l e  Q u e s t i o n
N u m b e r  N u m b e r

C o d e

34-35 22 Q l l c . W h a t  a d d e d

36 23 Q12. O t h e r  w a y s  to 
e v a l u a t e

37

38-39 24 Q12a. W h a t  w a y s

0 1 = j u d g e ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  h i s t o r y  
(sentencing record,etc.)

0 2 = m e a n s  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  
c r e d a b i l i t y

0 3 = p r e j u d i c e  f o r / a g a i n s t  
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s

0 4 = e x t e n t  judge k e e p s  u p  w i t h  
n e w  l e a s / c h a n g e s  i n  c r i m i n a  
j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  *

Of?=knowledge of A k  issues, 
c o m m u n i t y  i s s u e s

0 6 = p e r s o n a l  a t t r i b u t e s  

07=agrees w / a b o v e  list 

08=

09=

10= o t h e r  

9 9 = N A

l=yes
2=no
9 = N A

L e a v e  B l a n k  

0 1 = J u d g e ' s  P e r f o r m a n c e  H i s t o r y

0 2 = m o r e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  to 
p u b l i c / m e d i a

0 3 = s u r v e y  p e o p l e  w h o  a p p e a r e d  
b e f o r e  judge

0 4 = e v a l u a t e  r e c i d i v i s m  of 
those s e n t e n c e d

0 5 = m a k e  t h e m  c a m p a i g n  

0 6 = m e d i a  a p p r o a c h e s  

0 7 = o t h e r

08=those w h o  w o r k  w / t h e m  

09=

10 =

88= DK 

9 9 = N A



40

41-42 26

Q 1 3 . H e a r d  o f  A J C

Q13a. H e a r d  w h a t

43-44 27

45

46

28

29

Ql3b. H e a r d  how

Q14. A J C  p u b l i s h  info 
g o o d  idea

Q15. A J C  r e c o m m e n d  a 
g o o d  idea

l=yes
2=no
9 = N A

0 1 = t h a t  it e x i s t e d

0 2 = r e c o m m e n d e d  and e v a l u a t e d  
j u d g e s

0 3 = c o u n c i l  too b i a s e d

0 4 = w a s t e  of m o n e y

05=doing a g o o d  job

06=mi s c . / o t h e r

07=

08=

09=

1 0 =

9 9 = N A

0 1 = v o t e r  p a m p h l e t  

0 2 = w o r d  of m o u t h  

0 3 = p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i a n c e  

0 4 = f r i e n d s  in p r o f e s s i o n  

0 5 = m e d i a  

06=

07= o t h e r

08=

09=

1 0 =

9 9 = N A

l =yes
2=no
9=NA

l=yes
2=no
9=NA

F-6



Q16. M e t h o d  o f  C o m m u n i c a t i o n

47 30 E l e c t i o n  P a m p h l e t l = c i r c l e d  
2 = n o t  c i r c l e d

48

49

50

51

52

53

31

32

33

34

35 

35a

D i r e c t  M a i l  

S p e e c h e s  

N e w s p a p e r  A d s  

R a d i o / T V  A d s  

O t h e r

O t h e r - O p e n  c o d e

U s e  S a m e  C o d e  

U s e  S a m e  Code
*

U s e  S a m e  C o d e

U s e  S a m e  C o d e  v

U s e  S a m e  C o d e  

1= r a d i o / T V  i n t e r v i e w s  of judgt; 

2 = p u b l i c  a c c e s s  to A J C  info 

3 = c o u r t r o o m  o b s e r v a t i o n  

4=

5=

6= o t h e r

7 = d i d  n o t  s p e c i f y  

8 = n o t  c i r c l e d

54 36 Q l 7 . I f  A J C  c o n c l u d e s  
u n q u a l i f i e d

l = O n l y  e l e c t i o n  p a m p h l e t  
2 = s t r o n g l y  a d v e r t i s e  
3 = e x p r e s s  no o p i n i o n  
8 = m u l t i p l e  a n s w e r s  
9=NA

55-56 L e a v e  B l a n k

F-7



c o l u m n  v a r i a o i e  g u e s t i o n  
N u m b e r  N u m b e r

Code

57-58 37 Q18 .Comments/suvggestions 0 1 = s u g g e s t i o n s  for i m p r o v e d
c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m

F i r s t  M e n t i o n
0 2 = s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  i m p r o v e d  

j u d g e  r a t i n g  s y s t e m

0 3 = p e s o n a l  o p i n i o n s / b i a s e s

0 4 = o t h e r%
»•*

0 5 = p o s i t i v e  r e s p o n s e  to A J C  
* q u e s t i o n n a i r e

0 6 = n e g a t i v e  r e s p o n s e  to A J C  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  

0 7 = q u e s t i o n n a i r e  s h o u l d  b e  sen 
o u t  s o o n e r a f t e r  e l e c t i o n

08=

09=

1 0 =

9 9 = N A

59-60 38 Q 1 8 . S e c o n d  M e n t i o n  U s e  S a m e  C o d e

61-62 39 Q18. T h i r d  M e n t i o n  Use S a m e  C o d e

63

64

65

40 Q19a. Sex

(note:age is c o l u m n s 6 8 - 6 9 )

41 Q l 9 c . Y e a r s  o f  s c h o d l

66-67 42
ft

Q l 9 d .R e s i d e n c e

l = m a l e
2 = f e m a l e
9 = N A

L e a v e  B l a n k

1 =  1-8 
2= 9-12 
3= 13-16 
4= 17+
9=NA

0 1 = A n c h o r a g e  
05=D.istrict 5 
06= " 6
13= " 13
14= " 14
15= " 15
16= " 16
19= " 19
9 9 = N A

68-69 43 Ql9b. A g e C o d e  e x a c t  age 
9 9 = N A
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T O t E  © I F  M I M  

T T f f l U  I L l S D S I L a T T O D ®

POUCH Y  ■ STATE CAPITOl 

JUNEAU, A lA S K A  99811 

907-^65-3800

LEGISLATIVE AFFA IRS AGENCY

M E M O R A N D U M  February 9, 1978

SUBJECT: Selection of Judges (Supplement to W.O. M 3 8 2 )

TO: The Honorable W.

FROM: A. R. Latham
Research Analyst

In our previous memorandum to you (November, 1977) we indicated that 

much of the data requested was not available in a convenient central 

source. Thus, we were required to poll the fifty states. Unfortunately, 
the response to our poll was not at all prompt. Responses now are 
essentially complete (39 of 50); waiting for additional replies would be 
frui tless.

No state which replied to our poll indicated that there has been any 

recent move to change the method of selection of judges.

With respect to each state's age, residency, citizenship, education, 

past experience, and bar examination requirements, please refer to the 
attached tables which summarize our findings.

ARL:jm 
Attachments



Table 1

Selected Statistics on Judgeships

State Selection

Past

Experience-
Required

Required

Education

Bar

Examination
Years

Elected

Alabama e None b Yes d

Arizona e/a
f

5-10 yrs b' Yes

Arkansas e
f

6- 8 yrs b Yes d

California a/e

f

10 yrs b Yes d

Colorado a

f
5 yrs None Yes

Florida e
f

5-10 yrs b Yes 1 d

Hawaii a
f

5-10 yrs b Yes

Illinois e None b Yes d

Indiana e Variable b Yes d

Icwa e/a Nr ie b Yes n/a

Kansas e/a

f
5-10 yrs b Yes 117 yrs

Kentucky e
f

2- 8 yrs b Yes d

Louisiana e
f

5 yrs b Yes 126 yrs

Ma i ne a None None No

Maryland a/e None None No 116 yrs

Michigan e None None No d

Minnesota e None None Yes d

Mississippi a
f

5 yrs b Yes

Missouri a/e None b Yes 129 yrs

Nebraska a None b Yes

New Jersey a
f

10 yrs b Yes

New Mexico e
f

3 yrs b Yes 56 yrs



State Selection

Past
Experience

Required

Requi red 
Education

Bar

Examination

Years
Elected

New York a/e

f
10 yrs b Yes 138 yrs

North Carolina e None None No 110 yrs

North Dakota e None b Yes d

Ohio e

f

6 yrs b Yes 156 yrs

Oklahoma e

f
4-5 yrs b Yes 46 yrs

Oregon O None b Yes 119 yrs

Pennsylvania e/a

Mem. Bar 

1 .yr b Yes n/a

South Carolina e/a
Lie. Attny 

5 yrs None No d

South Dakota e/a

f

1 .yr

Learned 

in Law n/a n/a

Tennessee a/e None b Yes n/a

Texas e

f

4-10 yrs None No 112 yrs

Vermont a/e None b Yes n/a

Virqinia e

f
5 yrs b Yes d

Washington e
f

5 yrs b Yes d

Wisconsin e

f

5 yrs b Yes n/a

Wyomi nq a

f

5-9 yrs

Learned 

in Law n/a

West Virginia e

f
5-10 yrs No d

a = appointed

b = graduate of an accredited law school

d = since statehood

e = elected
f practiced law

n/a = not available/not supplied when requested

Prepared by:

Legislative Affairs Agency 

Research Division 

9 February 1978



Tabic 3
Q ualifications o f Judges o f  S ta te  Ap ellate C ourts and Trial C ourts o f  General Jurisd ic tion

State or other 
Jurisdiction

U.S.
citizenship

years of minimum residence 1 in State in district 1 Minimum age
Learned 

in the lew
Years of legal 
experience Other

\A. T . l lA. T . l .1A. rJ 1 A. T . l I A. T . l \A. T . 1-4 T .

Alabama X X 5 5 0 0 i 25 25 x(a) X ( a ) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Alaska X X 3 3 # 0 •  0 0 0 ,  , X X 8 5 X a) X a
Arizona X X 10(b) 5 x(c) # • 30(c) 30 X X 10(b) 5 X *d ) X d
Arkansas X X 2 2 0 0 •  0 30 28 X X 8 f X d) X d
Califo nia X X 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 31 31 X X 10 10 X a) X a

Colorado X X 1 1 0 0 X 0 0 0 0 0 0 # # 5 5 0 0 0 0

Connocticut •  • •  • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 X X 0 0 0 0 xa *(a
Dolawaro X X 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 X X 0 0* 0 0 0 0 0 0

Florida X X (c ) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 X X 0 0 0 0 x(a,c) x a
Goorgia X X 3 3 0 0 0 0 30 30 X X 7 7 0 0 0 0

Hawaii X X 1 1 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 X X 10 10 X a) , X

Idaho X X 0 0 0 0 0 0 X 0 0 30 X X 0 0 5 X a/<8 ) X f . g )

Illinois X X 0 0 0 0 X X * * \ 0 0 X X 0 0 0 0 X a,e) X a c )

Indiana X X 5 X X X 2 1 ‘ 21 X X 10(h) X X a) X a
Iowa X X 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 X x (l) 0 0 0 0. X 0 X i

•

Kansas X X 0 0 X 0 • X 30 30 X
. v * 0
X \° A‘ 0 0

y S  
0 0* '

v )

Kontuckyjr) •  0 0 0 5 2 2 2 35 35 X X 8 8 X
e ) X c

Louisiana •  • •  • 2 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 5 5 X 7 X a
Maino X X 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 X X 0 0 * X i) , X i)
Maryland X X 5 5 X X 30 30 X X 0 0 0 0 X a,d) X a,d)

Massachusetts > No legal qualifications In state constitution
Michigan •  • • » 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 . . X X 0 0 0 0

Minnosota •  « 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 0 X 1 0 21 X X 0 0 0 0 0 0

Mississippi x , •  • 0 0 5 5 ,  , 0 0 30 26 X X X 5 0 • * 0
Missouri X X 9(k) 3(k) X X 30 30 X X 0 0 X 0 X f]

Montana X X 2 7 # # X X X 5 5 X a) X a
Nebraska X X 3 3 X X 30 30 X X 0 0 * ( a j . X a
Nevada X X 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 25 X X 0 0 0 0 X 1*)|*) X a /)
Now Hompsh'ro No M a i qualifications
New Jorsuy Itcsldi ncc or principal law office In N .J. 28 28 X X 10 10 x la j X U )

Now Mexico X X 3 3 0 0 X 30 30 X X 3 3 , . 0 0

New York X X X X 0 f X 18 IK X X 10 10 X (?) X ; ]
Nortii Caroline X X I mo. ;  mo. 0 0 X 21 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 X J ) X f ,

North Dukoto X X 3 2 0 0 X 30 25 X X 0 0 0 * 0 0 0 0

Ohio X X 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 X X G G U)
Oklahoma X X • • / 1 1 6 mos. 30 180) X X 5 -1(1) [<n) (m)
Oregon X X 0 0 0 0 0 0 X 21 21 X X 0 0 0 0 X .1/1 X

Ponnsylvanlo X X 1 1 0 0 1 21 ?; X X 0 0 0 0 X a .e ) Xa.cj
flliodu Island X X 2 2 0 0 .. 21 21 0 0 X 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

South Carolina X X 5 5 0 0 X 26 26 0 0 X 5 5 0 0 0 0

South Dakota X X 1 1 X X 18 18 X X 0 0 0 0 (aJ (a)
Tonnassoo 0 0 5 5 0 0 X 35(n) 30 X X 0 0 0 0 . 0 0

Toxos X X X X 0 0 2 35 25 0 0 0 0 10 -1 («) U)
Utah 0 0 0 0 5 3 0 0 X 30 25 X X X X 0 0 0 0

Vurinont X X X H . * •  0 0 • 0 0 0 0 X 5(o) 0 0 0 0



Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming.

Dist. of Col.(q) 
Guam
Puerto Rico

X X # • a a a a a 21 21 ,  f a a 5 5 a , a •

X X i 1 a a 21 21 X X a • a « X a) X

X X 5 5 a « 30 30 a a # a 10 5 X f) X

X X 6 mos. 6 mos. X 25 25 X X 5 5 X a,f) X

X X 3 2 a a 30 28 X X 9 5 X P) X

X X X X , , a a , , , , .  , 5 5 a a a •

X X a • a a a a a • a a .  , X X a « a , a a .  •

X X 5 a a a a a ■% a a 25 a a a a 10 a a x(a) * (

a)So
P)

Symbols:
A . Judges of courts of last resort and intermediate appellate courts.
T . Judges of trial courts of general jurisdiction, 
x Indicates requirement exists.

(a) Member of, or admitted to, bar. In Alabama, licensed to practice law In the State. In 
Nevada, licensed and admitted to practice law in all courts in State. In Connecticut, Nebraska, 
New York , and Washington, sh’ U not engage in private practice. In Montana and Wisconsin, 
member of the bar at least five • 'ars. In New Jersey, no outside law practice.

(b) For court of appeals, 5 years.
(c) For court of appeals.
(d) Good character. In Maryland, Integrity and wisdom.
(c) State citizenship.
(f) Qualified voter. In Nevada, qualified rV.ctor in State for Supreme Court justices; in State 

and district for trial court judges. In Oregon, 'uallficd elector In county of residence for court 
of appeals judges.

(g) In Idaho and Michigan, judges must be under 70 at time of election or appointment.

(h) Member of state bar 10 years, or five years a trial judge.
(I) In Iowa, part-time judicial magistrates not required to be learned in the law, but like full­

time magistrates, must be an elector of the county of appointment, less than 72 years of age, and 
retire u son attaining that age. Judges of Supreme Court and District Court Judges at time of ap- 
pointmt nt must be of an age which will permit them to serve an initial and one regular term be­
fore re? ching an age of 72.

(J) Sobriety of manner.
(k) Required number of years as qualified voters.
(I) Associate district judges required to be licensed to practice in the State; number of years 

of practice and age not specified.
(m) Shall continue to be licensed attorney while holding office.
(n) Th irty  years for judges of court of appeals and court of criminal appeals.
(o) Five out of 10 years preceding appointment or election.
(p) Shall have practiced law in the State at least one year immediately preceding election or

appointment.
(q) Reflects 1974 survey. Later information not available.

(r) Sec footnote (d) on Table 10.
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C o n t a c t  j S m l m    Date / -  h  - % !

C o m m i t t e e  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  (MAJORITY)

R e p o r t  A t t a c h e d  

M I N O R I T Y

y e s  no) Suppor t e r s

R e p o r t  A t t a c h e d y e s  no) S u p p o r t e r s

O b j e c t  of Bill

C o m m i t t e e  A m e n d m e n t s

F i s c a l  Impact

L A A  L e g a l / R e s e a r c h  C o n t a c t R e s e a r c h / I n f o r m a t i o n

C o n c e r n e d  Parties:

S u p p o r t i n g O p p o s i n g
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