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The indigenous population of Sclawik is Eskimo; their
native language is Inupiat. English is a strong second
language and is spoken quite fluently by most school-aged
children. It is estimated that these people obtain
(approximately 80% of their protein and nearly 50% of
their carbohydrate directly from the land. Their diet
consists of moose, caribou, fish, bear, whale and seal as
weh as berries, roots and greens. In 1971 more than 70%
of Alaska Natives were dependent on hunting and fishing
for subsistence.

Transition from a subsistence-to a money-based economy
is now occurring, but slowly. In 1976 the equivalent of Xx*
full-time jobs were available in the village; many
residents leave the village for seasonal employment such
as fire fighting, commercial fishing or cannery work.
Arts and crafts comprise a small "industry" within the
village. Items such as blankets, parkas and mukluks arc
handmade from materials obtained in the environment and
are sold locally or to wholesale distributors. Because of
the poor economy in the village, there is a limitel tax
base; however, numerous state and Icderal monies arc
made available to the villagers through various programs.

This transition from a subsistence-to a money-based
economy is best demonstrated statewide. In 1971 the
Alaska Native Land Claims Settlement awarded Alaska
Natives 40 million acres of land, $426.5 million, plus *
$500 million royalty on state mineral e»ghts. Uniquely,
administration of the settlement was left to the native
residents as voting stockholders, organized into regional
corporations. The success of such a system is difficult to
predict at this early stage. Each regional corporation is
unique in terms of management strategies, management
capabilifies, and natural resources. Some corporations
arc dc'.ng well, others are not. Selawik Village
Corporation is part of the Nana Regional Corporation
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whose headquarters is in Kotzebue. The corporation has
5,000 stockholders and is receiving In incremental
payments $62,000,000 and 2.3 million acres of land.

The Eskimo are aware of and nurture their cultural
traditions.  Families are large; 10 to 12 children are
common. The family unit extends beyond the immediate
core family to include all blood relatives and in some
cases other village members. Because of the inconsistent
supply of food, the Eskimo often have difficulty feeding
their large families. A spirit of mutual help is prevalent
in the village, and people take carof one another in
times of need. The Eskimo also have a strong religious
base as evidenced by the three separate churches In

Selawik including Baptist, Se'enth-Day Adventist and
Friendslchurches.

An example of Eskimo alliance on an international level
may be seen in the 2nd Annual inunit (Eskimo)
Circumpolar Conference which was held Duly 1980 in
Greenland. Cultural and political unity were major forces
of the conference. In an effort to preserve and teach
their culture and language, the delegates voted to create
an Inunit university. A quote from Alaska's Native People
(Morgan, 1979) summarizes the Native Alaskan's situation
as it exists today: "Today's Native Alaskans are actively
preserving their old wa>* while energetically taking n
major place in the white man's capitalistic society.
Whether they have the best or worst of both worlds is yet
to be seen” (p. 47>.

School District Characteristics

Selawik is part of the Northwest Arctic School District
ith its administrative office in Kotzebue. Thr school
district encompasses a 36,000 square mile area equal in
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ize to Indiana. Eleven separate villages are contained
ithin the school district. Enrollment for 1978-79 was
VYBZ]‘ students. In 1979-80 the beginning teachsr salary
Or the district was $20,033} this salary will increase to
123,038 in 1980-81.

[he schools in the Northwest Arctic School District are
rcntral to local community life. They provide a meeting
Mace as well as a source of entertainment and community
Education. A work study program allows the students
h:.e still in school to explore careers In specific fields
»ch as typing, home economics, shop and restaurant
*ork. Curricular material fc* teaching is plentiful in
lost villages. This year Selawik will begin to establish a
kills bank to collect and reference all existing material
lor teachers. Equipment, such as audio/visual equipment
IS als« available. The Rural Student's Vocational Program
IRSVP) allows for a small percentage of special education
jtudcnts to experience jobs on site in the cities*

The school district is responsible for delivery of services
7o special education students who reside within the
listrict's jurisdiction. It is the Director of Special
cation's responsibility to «Moervise special education
rices. In Selawik there ar«. 165 students dispersed
>ng the elementary, junior and senior high schools.
Twenty-five of these students are receiving special
education services. Their handicapping conditions range
from multiply handicapped and severely deaf, to mildly
dicapped learning disabled students. These students
readily accepted by their peers and the community as
whole.

Iwo full-time special education teachers and special
[education aides supply direct servi.e to the special
[education population in Selawik. Special education
[teachers' espossibilities include teaching children with a
Iwide range of handicapp* »g conditions and providing a
continuum of service, varying from self-contained
classrooms to resource rooms. Both special education
teachers have degrees in special education. Aides are

Alaska

usually hired from the village and trained while on the
job. Some support services are available to the special
education program through the school district. In addition
to the Director of Special Education, support services last
year included an audiologist and a school psychologist.

Model Program Description

The Rural Service Delivery Model allows staff from
Alaska Resources for the Moderately/Severely Impaired
(ARMSI), located in Anchorage, to work closely with staff
from Use Northwest Arctic School District. Major
activities the first year were confined to the Selawik

School, with plans for expansion next year, 1980-81, to
include three additicnal sites within the Northwest Arctic
School District.

The philosophy of the Rural Service Delivery Model is
that  handicapped individuals are served more
appropriately within their own villages. In  Alaska,
however, the trend has been to remove these individuals
from the rural area to urban special education centers.
Implementing programs consistent with the philosophy of
nearest home f*scement is not an easy task and demands
the close attention of local school district administrators
and rural project directors; these officials must scrutinize
the service delivery system as it now exists. Through this
scrutiny, new and innovative systems which allow
handicapt«d individuals to attend school in their local
districts can be defined and developed. Establishing an
urban service delivery system which Incorporates a
number of professionals supplying daily direct services to
handicapped students is both unfeasible and cost
prohibitive in rural aras of Alaska.
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considering the many implications of educating
idicapped students in rural settings, these five

istions should be asked:

1. Does each handicapped student have a free
and appropriate education?

2. How will coordination occur for all the related
services a severely handicapped student might
need?

3. How will hiring and retaining qualified staff
occur?

<. Will staff training needs be met on a
consistent basis? an4

3. Can one special education teacher possibly
have the knowledge to deal with the variety of
ages and handicapping conditions found in

most rural situations?

te Rural Service Delivery Model has attempted to
fdress these questions through various activities.
ining, technical assistance and consultant services
re among some of the activities supplied to Northwest
ctic School District staff and administrators, as well as
parents of the handicapped students high school

[dents and city employees.

arly in the school >ear, training and consultant needs
rere assessed. This assessment was accomplished by a
rainer from ARMSI through personal interviews with th:
arious Northwest Arctic School District staff; next year
more formal written assessment will be Included. From
his needs assessment, consultants were identified and
imetables were established. The project staff were able
0 supplement the existing special education services
ivailablc through Northwest Arctic by arranging and
aying for a school psychologist, physical therapist, deaf
education specialist and audiologist, each of whom
raveled to Selawik throughout the school year. These
omultarns were expected to assess and evaluate existing
programs and to Interpret their results Into programmable
Information for the special education teacher. Before the
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consultants left Selawik, they wrote individualized
programs which outlined the skill areas identified through
the evaluation efforts. The consultants also gave
technical assistance in conducting specific programs to
teacher's aides and parents. These programs were then
incorporated into the Individual Education Plan.

Subsequent follow-up needs of the special education
teachers were handled through the ARMSI trainer, who
acted as a liaison between the teachers and consultants,
consequently eliminating the need for expensive on-site
visits by the consultants. For example, a question arose
regarding a feeding program set up by the physical
therapist, trainer and special education teacher for a
multiply handicapped student. The teacher contacted the
ARMSI trainer who In turn contacted the physical
therapist, discussed the situation and relayed the message
back to the teacher. The trainer modeled the correct
procedure during her next visit to the teacher.

On-site training provided by the trainer during visits
emphasized the concept of the special education teacher
functioning in the capacity of an educational synthesizer,
to borrow Bricker's (1976) terminology. As a synthesizer,
the teacher must be able to draw relevant information
from a variety of specialists and then integrate such
information into intervention procedures that can be
implemented in the classroom and at home.

Training of the consultants prior to their visits stressed
the necessity for the consultants to be willing to share
their expertise actively with village parents and staff.
Thus the consultants mutt become resource persons to the

significant few who corre in contact with students on a
daily basis.

During this past year areas of training provided by ARMSI
staff included referral/assessment, program development
and evaluation, individual prescriptive programming and
data collection. Other areas included sign language
training, hearing aid use and care, and the increase of



hearing loss awareness in normal hearing individuals.
Various curricula and educational materials were utilized
to meet these training needs. Following each visit by the
consultant and trainer, an evaluation form was completed
by the individual who received the training. This
feedback was used to improve upon subsequent visits, and
improve upon the delivery of service by ARMSI staff.

A large portion of the trainer's responsibilities included
coordinating various ancillary service agencies. For
example, this past year the high school special education
teacher felt his deaf student would be best suited with an
ear-level hearing aid instead of a body aid, which the
student refused to wear. To coordinate this substitution,
the trainer contacted the audiologist at the Native
Hospital in Anchorage and the state audiologist in
Fairbanks. As a result, the student received an ear-level
aid and is involved in a program for increased usage of the
new aid.

The ..tal number of consultants and trainers brought to
Selawik his year was six; the number of special education
students sc'ved was 25. The total number of days spent in
Selawik and Kotzebue by project staff aid consultants
was 90. Those who received technical assistance and
training through the project included two special
education teachers, two aides, three regular education
teachers, one principal, one director of special education,
15 high school students, four fomily members and one city
employee.

Priority Issue or Difficulty

The difficulties which face rural education agencies in
delivering special education services to their handicapped
population are numerous. Thus, to pinpoint a ipccr*c

difficulty is a hard task. At this point, however, the most
critical difficulty is high staff turnover.

Staff turnover in rural Alaska involves not only the
teachers and aides in direct contact with students, but
also the administration and support staff. For example,
within the Northwest Arctic School District office in
Kotzebue, three out of four support staff for special
education have recently resigned. Tfis 75% turnover rate
included the Director of Special Education, the
coordinator of the teacher center and the audiologist. In

Spring 1980, a new Director of Special Education was
hired and has since resigned.

in Selawik, out of tlrce full-time special education
teaching positions, two teachers and one aide, only one
teacher is returning. The result of such high turnover isa
break in continuity and, thus, a lack ol consistency in
instruction and programming from one year to the next.

Restraining / Facilitating Factors

The greatest restraining force which precludes
overcoming the high turnover rate among school district
personnel is isolation. Contributing to the sense of
isolation are the region's remoteness, the long cold
winters and the feeling of being in a minority trying to (it
into a different culture.

To counteract this high turnover rote a number of steps
are being taken by the project to supply technical
assistance to the school district. Suggestions include the
school district making available to newly hired strjf an
incentive system which correlates highly with their job
descriptions and length of employment with the school

district. Once a position Is filled It Is crucial to have
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support channels established and open so staff as well as
administrators know where to turn when they need
assistance.

The project supports the Eskimo's long-range goal of
counteracting high turnover.  Providing this support
involves addressing the need for Eskimos to structure
their own programs in education, health, housing,
communications and transportation. Innovative university
programs, however, still must be developed which meet
this need to allow Alaskan Natives to fill professional
positions and thus to become more independent in the
future. Programs such as X-CED need to be expanded so
they can reach more people. In addition, village high
school students need to be encouraged to continue their
education.
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P.0.Box 160 ¢ Barrow, Alaska 99723 « 892.5311

April 13, 1981

Hon. Terry Stimson
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Terry:

P the North Slope Borough School District we face many difficult and
unique problems In the delivery of Special Education services. Unlike
urban areas, with both a financial and student population base, rural
Alaska is forced to deal wiih scarcity and Insist leal f.iilors which

make compliance with P.l.. 94-142 virtually Impossible. [Il.Ittle success
has been achieved In adapting existlnr. urban app caches to Special
Education programs in rural Alaska, especially in the delivery of service
to low incidence handicapped children.

As it stands now, we have Special Education personnel In each village.
Host are nerving children wltt a variety of handicaps. It Is difficult,
if not impossible, for these people to deal with such a diverse caseload.
We have itinerant services in some areas and utilise outreach services

in others, but both have proven inadequate due to a number of factors
lavallabillty of planes, weather, housing space, Itinerant burn-out,
expense, etc.).

We are presently spending about twice an much money In Special Education as
we are generating under the present foundation system. If wo are expected
to tdcquatoly Implement 94-142. a reasonable financial commltment must be
made. The bill before you, SB IftS, Is a step in the right direction. Its
passage would Increase our adlng bane sufficiently to offer services
presently nut available.

Your support of this legislation would be greatly appreciate.! by tbe

teachers, administrators, and Special Education population of tbe North
Slope Borough School District, fhank you.

Special Education
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April 1971

Tho Honorable Terry Stimr.on
The St >te Senate
fouch V, Juneau, Alaak.-i

Ee~r Senator 3tiir.f.on:

Vo ->ro writing to you to let you know of our ruyrort for Ser.-t*™ ji ! Zfr:
Aduration funding* *? are plennod to learn that the bill will:
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AREA CODE 907-333-9561

2220 Nichols Street
April 13, 1981 Anchorage, AK 99504
\

The Honorable Terry Stimson
The State Senate

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Stimson:

1 am writing this letter In support of Senate Bill 365, a change in Special
Education foundation funding. As Coordinator of Special Services for the
Anchorage School District. | anaware of largo inequities in the present
funding formula.

1 am concerned that local taxpayers a»e hearing the burden of special education
costs. While revenue for special education children In Anchorage approximates
only $11.2 million this year, cost wP’ oxccod $18 million. This indicates
that local taxpayers will have to prov;de over $7.5 million to assist out
"special children."”

The elimination of the level of service concent will reduce paperwork and
provide more overall oguitable fundino for special education. The present,
fonuula requires that districts be reimbursed ‘or the amount of time eu*h child

is served in special education classes. This encourages a more restrictive
environment while PL 94-14? mandates that students will be served in the ‘least
restrictive environment.” part of the problem with the present funding formula
is that it was created in 1972, prior to the restructuring of the Education for
All Handicapped Act (Pl 94-142) in 1975. r=enate Bill 366 would also insure
quality in the present program and would allow tin? district to upgrade programs
which are now minimal.

1 believe that Alaska's children are her numiwr one resource. Without the
passage of this hill these "special children” will not receive the education
they deserve. | stand ready to support Senate Rill 365 with any endeavors that
can assist. Thank you for your concern for our special children.

sincerely,

a Llt<i /7 ustut/

Vhirley Kurinel
Coordinator, cpecid) Services

$K:en



SRA Box 182b
Anchorage, Alaska 99507
April 1, 1981

The Honorable Terry Stimson
The State Senate

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Stimson:

The purpose of this correspondence is to show mny strong support for

Senate Bill 365, a change in Special Education Foundation Funding. This

is one of the few education bills that has the total support of the

entire education community such as Alaska Education Association, State
School Boards Association, Parent/Teacher Association, Alaska Superintendent
Association, State Board of Education and Alaska Special Education
Administrators.

The existing foundation formula was created in 1972, prior to the re-
structuring of the Education for All Handicapped Act (PL 94-142) 1n
1975. As a result, the "level of service" concept has remained intact.
By eliminating the "level of service"” concept, Anchorage educators and
parents will save approximately 1,000 hours per year of unnecessary
paperwork. This concept has been a regressive influence in that it
provides for Increased revenue as rtore special education services are
provided a child. This is contrary to our overall goal of attempting to
educate the child with his peers (mainstreaming) as much as possible.
Senate Bill 365 will provide a more simplistic and meaningful appropriation
for special education revenues.

The existing special education foundation formula does not provide
-dequate revenue to cover the minimum costs that are necessary to
provide an adequate special education program, especially in the larger
districts. As an example, Anchorage School District will spend approx-
imately $18.8 million in 1981/82 to assist special education students.
These same students will generate only $11.2 million of revenue. This
Indicates that the Anchorage taxpayers will have to provide over $7.5
million of local support to assist our children.

The local taxpayer monies provide for the following services:

a. Diagnosis and assessment.

b. Low pupil/teacher ratios for restricted handicapped.

c. Related services such as speech/language therapy,
occupational therapy, physical therapy, etc.

These costs do not take Into consideration an estimated $2.5 million of
recommended special education additions. These additions are necessary
to Improve the Anchorage program to an established standard.



The Honorable Terry S mson
April 1, 1981
Page 2

Similar costs and rationale can be delineated for the larger districts
such as Fairbanks, Kenai, Mat-Su, Kodiak, Juneau and Ketchikan. These
large districts bear the brunt of the excess special education costs due
to the reasons delineated above.

If these additional funds are provided, summer school programs for
special education students can be adequately provided and all students
in need of special education assistance will be provided an adequate
education.

| believe this is one of the most important bills presently in our
legislative session. The most important resource in the State of Alaska
is our children. Without the passage of this bill | know for a fact
that several school districts will be reducing services to special
educat-'jn children. These special students deserve the best education
Alaska can provide. | stand yeady to support Senate Bill 365 with any
endeavors that can assist. | greatly appreciate your leadership and
concern for these children.

Stephen Daeschner



CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU SCHOOL DISTRICT
P.0. BOX 808 < DOUGLAS, ALASKA 99824

April 3, 1981

The Honorable Terry Stimson
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Stimson:

The purpose of this letter is to show the Juneau School

District"s support for Senate Bill 365 which proprses a

change in the Special Education Foundation Funding. This

proposal change has the support of major educational organizations,

The current funding system does not at this time provide the
necessary funds to provide exceptional children with an
appropriate education as required in State and Federal
Special Education Laws; nor does it take iInto account the
following:

1. Diagnosis and assessment of children (ages 3 -
19).
2. Childfind (locating children with handicapping
Or. ~.conditions) ..

3. Severely handicapped students which require low

) pupil teacher ratio..

0 4. Related services: Physical Therapy, Occupational
Therapy, Speech/Language Therapy, Counseling,
etc.

5. Summer school for.severely handicapped students.

K I s
In FY 81/82, the District will expend approximately $1,498,0IK
for special education services, we will generate (under the
current foundation program) approximately $1,157,000. The
difference of $341,000 is taken from regular District funds
thus reducing the regular education program by that amount.

These costs do not provide the maximum quality special
education program, but rather a miiiraum basic special education
program for the student. The additional money over what we

now generate would allow the District to provide those

services guaranteed by State and Federal Law.

"flank you for your time and your support.
o B gjss* Respectfully, r

-. ~vy., *4 / -

Donald L. MacKinnon
Superintendent

ACCREDITED DY NORTHWEST ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY AND HIGHER SCHOOLS



ITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU SCHOOL DISTRICT
P.O. BOX 808 + DOUGLAS, ALASKA 99874

April 3, 1981

The Honorable Terry Stimson
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Stimson:

The purpose of chis letter is to show the Juneau School
District™s support for Senate Bill 365 which proposes a
change 1in the Special Education Foundation Funding. This
proposal change has the support of the Alaska Education
Association, Alaska School Boards Association, Parent Teacher
Association, Alaska Superintendents Association, the State
Board of Education and the Alaska Association of Special
Education Administrators.

The current funding system which 1is based on "levels of
service," does not at this time provide the necessary funds

to provide exceptional children with an appropriate education

as required in State and Federal Special Education Laws.

The State funding system as it now reads, only takes into
account the time spent with the student and not the handicapping
condition; nor does it take into account the following:

1. Diagnosis and assessment of children (ages 3 -
19).

2. Childfind (locating children with handicapping
conditions).

3. Severely handicapped students which require low
pupil teacher ratio.

4. Related services: Physical Therapy, Occupational
Therapy, Speech/Language Therapy, Counseling, etc.

5. Summer school for severely handicapped students.

In FY 81/82, the District will expend approximately $1,498,000
for special education services, we will generate (under the
current foundation program) approximtely $1,157,000. The
difference of $341,000 is taken from regular District funds
thus .educing the regular education pcgggam by E?at amount.
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Terry Stimson 2 April 3/ 1981

These costs clo not provide the maximum quality special
education program/ but rather a minimum basic special education
program for the student. The additional money over what we

now geneiate would allow the District to provide those

services guaranteed by State and Feceral Law.

We feel that this i1s one of the most important Bills presently
before the Legislature. We know for a fact that 1if this

Bill 1s not passed, services for exceptional children in the
Juneau School District will be reduced even further. With

the resources now available to the State, 1 would hate to

see the State®s most valuable resource "children,” r.3t be
given the opportunity for the best education possible.

This District is in total support of <3 365 and would be
happy to help in any fashion to see that SB 365 iIs passed.

Thank you for your time d your support for the exceptional
children of the State an>> if we can be of farther assistance,
please do not hesitate to call.

Respectfully,

David J. Thomas, Director
Special Services

t4y' . A e dry
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Parent Assn. For Children
With Special Needs
Bbx 4512
Mt. Edgecumbe, Ak. 99835"
April 6. 1981

Senator Stimson
State Capital Bldg.
Pouch Vv*©*

JUneau Ak. 99811

Dear Senator Stimson,

I am writing for a local Sitka group- PACS, The Parent
Association for Children With Special Needs. Our group urges you
to continue to support and to pass Senate BUI No. 365. Through
passage of this special education bill, you will be helping to
give our community"s special children the education they need to
develop into useful citizens. Thank you for your help and continued
suport..

Sincerely, .

Marcia Rirai
for PACS



April 10, 1981
Senator Terry Stimson
Pouch V

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Senator Stimson:

We are In favor of passage of Senate 8111 326, Senate 8111 305
and Senate Bill 18.

Being parents of a special child, wt have received services unoer
the Infant Learning Program and can testify to the necessity of “fuch
services.

Special education programs are extremely Important to specie”
children because these children need to be taught things that
other children understand and do in their average day to day events.
A child"s early years are filled with huge amounts of very Important
learning. The base for all future learning Is being built and this Is
the time when the most rapid and successful corrections can be made.
Children 1le*rn and do things when they are physically or mentally
ready to learn, [f this readiness Is not taken advantage of, especially
with special children, It may be even more difficult for them to learn
the same things later. Children also forget part of what they have learned
or can regress In their physical abilities dijr;«.j vacations. With special
children, this can be even more serious and the re-learnlng and ~
re-tralnlng time will be longer.

These are some of the main reasons why we feel that a special
education program is needed that includes children from birth and
runs throughout the year. Passage of Senate Bill 326, Senate 8111 365,
and Senate Bill 18 would do this and we urge you to vote for them.

Sinr#rplv.,

Gary and Dianne Schmellng
4411 Portage Blvd
Juneau, AK 99801



April 7, 1961

Senator Terry Seineon
Pouch V
Juneau, AX 99611

boar Sanator Selmaon:

Thl* 1s to urge your supoort and register my endorsement of
Sonata 6111 365 and Housa 8111 <49. As a teacher-trainer who has been
providing Insarvict training to taacnars of handlcapptd chlldran in
Alaska for tho last flvo years, | am awart of problems found In tho
pro*ant funding formula.

Local taxpa%ars_this yaar will have to pay ovtr $7 million this
yaar to assist handicapped chlldrtn. Ancho_ra(IJ_e spend about SII sliHon
on such children, but costs art over SI18 oil lion.

Tho bill calls for eliminating tho 'level of service- feature,
a complicated paper-work game which does not oromote equitable fundino
for special ocucatlon and takas time away from teachers teaching pupils.

Senate 6111 365/Houso 9111 449 would help to laor-ove quality In present
program and allow the district to ulograde program for handicapped and
gifted children which are now elniael Is tow dimensions.

1 stand for the passage of these companion bills for Alaska's special
education children, 1 ask you to do the same.

Thanks for your assistance.

Raymond H. Lehman, Ed.3.
Professor of Education _ _ _
Olrector, PLATO Computerised Education Learning Center

AlLw
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Helen S. Whaley Center
2220 Nlchlls Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99504
April 8, 1981

The Honorable Terry Stlrson
The State Senate

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Stinson:

I aa writing this letter In support of Senate Bill 365, a change In Special Education
Foundation Funding. As the Dlrec dr of Special Education for the Anchorage School
District and the Past Governor of CEC and current Executive Board Mvfter of the
Association of Alaska Afelnlstrator* for Special Education, 1 aa aware of large
inequities in the present funding fonmila.

* aa concerned that local taxpayers are bearing the burden of special education
costs. While revenue for special education children In Anchorage approximates
only SI11.2 million this year, cost will exceed S18 allllon. This "ndlcates that
local taxpayers will have to provide over 57.5 alii ton to assist our “pecial
children.*

The elimination of the level of service concept will reduce paperwork and provide
more overall equitable funding for special education. The present formula requires
that districts bo reimbursed for the amount of tlao each child Is served In special
education classes. This encourages a more restrictive environment while Pl 94-142
mandates that students will be served In the "least restrictive environment."

Part of the problem with the present funding fonmla 1s that It was created In

1972. prior to the restructuring of the Education for All Handicapped Act (PL 94-142)
In 1975. Senate 8111 365 would also Insure uallty In the present program and would
allow the district to upgrade programs which are now minimal.

I believe that Alaska®s children are her mmber one resource. Without the passage
of th<« bill these "special children™ will not receive the education they deserve.

I tund uady to support Senate Bill 365 with any endeavors that can assist. Thank
you Tfor your concern for our special children.

Director of Special Ctxitlon
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CRT MESSAGES ARE LIMITED TO SO WORDS. THESE
MESSAGES ARE TRANSMITTED TO JUNEAU BY QLR STAFF

CH A TIME-AVAILABLE BASIS.

Date
Name (print) fylar-Vv i2 u cO elJiz X .i
Representing R>rSCfUX( />Ln.
Address f>n. 0.0Y

Phone Number 96

1To Sg»v. TZv'ry <r<Qfl

Message Tinis  lebhr-r- s 77 cf 1-s
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iia h th fly*™ In CLimsJ/ oir ttifrtral E1si}. T

.S dignatunrjjrn
Can be contacted at following@ times > 7/~ ' ritfn _yc?2cCc 2,ill,

Address and phone number if.
from above



CH A TIME-AVAILABLE BASIS.

Date ~js 1
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EFFECTS OF SENATE BILL 365 AND HOUSE BILL 449:

District:

Fairbanks
Kenai
Mat-Su
Juneau
Galena
King Cove
Pelican
Haines
Anchorage
Kodiak
Sitka
Cordova
Ketchikan
Petersburg
Wrangell
Yakutat
Hoonah
Nenana

Di 11lingham
North Slope
Bristol Bay
Craig
Hydaburg
Kake
Klawock
Nore

Sand Point
Skagway
St. Mary's
Ur.alaska
Valdez

TOTAL

(n Base Fairbanks
(On Base Anchorage

Special
Education
ADM

1,556
863
612
680

17
2
2
122

4,000
513
281

76
393
134

0

A

49

46

65
182

195

285

9

42

17
123

14

28.5

42

27
187

475
385

DCE Student Transfers 600

DCE Contract Schools

REAA's

TOTALS:

666.8

Fy 1982
Initial for
Special
Education:

2,204.3
1,417.0
1,043.5
1,119.1
59.8
57.9
-0-
221.9
7,833.8
940.0
481.6
177.5
694.6
240.8
160.5
92.6
129.6
138.9
239.3
717.8
119.6
125.0
41.7
125.0
83.4
538.3
57.9
83.4
1795
173.6
665.7

S 20,163.6 $

$

$

Dollar
Increase by
SB 365 and
HB 449:

3,933.1
1,875.5
1,204.0
1,273.5
59.8
57.9
43.2
1775
6,213.0
626.7
280.9
88.8
347.3
1204
80.3
46.3
43.3
46.3

16,637.4

1,200.7
733.2

(600.0)

(666.8)
1,765.5

19,070.0

Total
Special Ed.
Funds to be
Received:

6,137.4
3,292.5
2,247.5
2,392.6
119.6
1158
43.2
3994
14,046.8
1,566.7
762.5
256.3
1,041.9
361.2
240.8
138.9
172.9
185.2
299.1
777.6
119.6
125.0
41.7
125.0
834
538.3
57.9
83.4
179.5
173.6
665.7

$ 36,801.0

Because of adequate special education funding under SB 365 and HB 499, the
program costs for the

Anchorage School District will
low incidence, mutiple handicapped, and there will

be able to pick-up all

Alaskan students outside for special schooling.

be no need to transfer



EFFECTS OF SENATE

District:

N W Arctic
Chugach

Adak

Annette
Chatham
Iditarod
Lower Yukon
Yukon-Koyuk
Lake & Peninsula
S.E. Island
Rail belt
Alaska Gateway
Copper fiver
S.\W. Recion
LKSD
Aleutian
Bering Strait
Delta

Kuspuk
Pribilof
Yukon Flat

PAGE TOTAL

BILL 365 AND HOUSE BILL 449:

Special
Education
ADM

247

IRNBEENSBRILS S

Fy 1982
Initial for
Special
Education:

478.5
-0-
2161
1204

83.4
119.6
538.3
299.1
1794
125.0
138.9
231.5
2219
299.1

1,076.7
1158
299.1
509.4
119.6
173.7
239.3

Dollar

Increase by

SB 365 and
HB 449:

538.4
46.3
162.5
80.3
41.6
59.8
239.3
119.6
59.8
Hi.7
46.3
46.3
444
59.8
1794

Total
Special E

Funds to 1
Received

1,016.9
46.3
378.2
200.7
125.0
179.4
777.6
418.7
239.3
166.7
185.2
277.8
266.3
358.9
1,256.1
1158
299.1
5094
119.6
173.7
239.3
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POSITION J"APIX
SENATE DIM. NO. 365

"An Act relating to special education; and providing for an effective date.”

This bill is identical to House Dill No. 449.

This bill provides increased resources to special education programs
throughout the State. In addition the bill provides augmented support
services including summer programs for eligible students.

The summer program at llarborview Developmental Center would become
solidified under a statutory authority. It is well Known that for many
developmentally disabled clients the summer months without proper programs
yield developmental regression.

Additionally it is well known that early training facilitates later
employability and less dependency in adults years.

The Governor®s Council for the Handicapped & Gifted has voiced strong
support for this bill.

Department Position;

The Department supports the concept of this bill.

», 1L A -h)
Vornor Stjoiner, Dir/ctor

Division (/f Mental Health £
I Developmental Disabilities

Date: dnijfl

Approved by: i
Jr Ueirne, Commissioner
Department of Health & Social Service..

Date:



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

éa-{ltlon N) Senate Dill No. 365
€ "An Act relating to special education; and providing for effective date.”

n
bv  Commissioner®s Office ﬁte April 27, 1981

I R Aelith
A Department of Health £ Social Services

L e —————
EXPEA?BW@% s

FYysl F 8 FY33 FY8 F3H  FY8

SERVICES
ES
AR

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
FUNDING  (Thousanas of Dollars)

E%n nd Source)

1
POSITIONS
FULL TIME 1
PART TIME i
TEMPORARY 1 7]

1 ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section 11)

No coat impact ia forscun to the Department oi Health f Social Services
as a result of this legislation.

IV. DATE April 27, 19H1

%iginal: ISI e F|r éﬁ&qﬁ S'Tt% 6Iua|t|| £'BiTdi<mantal” Pinahi Titioa

ﬁ%ﬁlatorl\hmed) MB Approval, /ey " ate
301 (Rev. 12/30)



Health, Education and
Social Services Committee

ﬁ%(’@%aﬁ%mm OfcdBeies
i%f " Alaska State Legislature
Senate
ACDITIONAL FRCFCEED AVBMT R SEVATE BILL 365 ey 4, 1981

Funds appropriated under A5 14.17.041(f) may not be used to reduce the
amount of the expenditures of the school district in areas other than
special education below the per pupil expenditure in the fiscal year
preceeding adoption of the Act.



Bl
ARLISS STURGULEWSKI DISTRICT 10-H
i Cg MX I %E\IIEIS i Whilg?) dr& \Izlu\r}eau
Legislative Budget & Audit JUNEAU. ALASKA
Community & Regional Affairs (07) 465*1818
Finance
Resources
May 4, 1981

William Mailer, Superintendent
St. Mary®s School District
P.0. Box 171

St. Mary®"s, Alaska 99658

Dear Mr. Mailer:

Thank you very much for your letter in regard to Scnatt Dill 365, which

provides for special education funding. You raise some interesting
issues.

I am making a copy of your letter available to Senator Charlie Parr, who
has “his bill in his Senate Health, Education Social Services Com—
mittee. 1 am sure that he will take your conroentu into consideration
when he addresses this bill as | will when the legislation is considered
by Senate Finance. Thank you for sharing this information with me.

Kindest personal regards,

Senator, District 10-H

I"dc™ Senator Charlie Parr



P.0. Box 171 = St. Mary"s, Alaska 99658

WILLIAM MAILER
Superintendent

April 9, 1981

Senator Arliss Sturguleuski

Alaska Legislature

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811 A

Re; Senate Bill No. 365, Special Kducation Funding
Dear Senator:

Passage of SB 3G5 in the form .it is presently in would seriously
impact the efforts of St. Mark®s School District to provide
special education services to all qualified children. While |1
agree with the qcneral intent <f£ the legislation | encourage

you not to support this form. If three modifications were made
the adverse impact rn St. Mary®"s could be eliminated. As it
presently stands we couJdd receive only one instructional unit
after next year with 28 /.DW.

f'y recommendations ?re:

1. In Section 1. Provide for one compuuional method
for alldistricts in the State. The smaller districts also have
problems addressing the npccial education requirements imposed
by PL 94-142. I rospectiully suggest that you consider allowing
one instructional unit por eleven students (ADM) for all di: tricts.

2. In Section1l. Allow districts to add a unit for
the fraction of 11 or 15students they would 1 ive after dividing
special education AO.M by 11 or 15. For example: d district
with 28 ADM in special education could receive only one instructional
unit the way the legislation ia presently written by dividing



28 ADI-”by 15 ADM. There 1is no provision lor the remaining 15 ADM.

3. In Section 3. Clarify ".his section so that the
possibility of this section being overlooked and not applied
in subsequent years 1is eliminated. I can imagine the time when

only section 1 of the lav; is applied.
T; .ink you for taking time to wade through this letter. If 1
can be of any assistance or provide any more information please

do not hesitate to contact me at <30-2311 or 438-2<I1I.

Sincerely,

William Mailer
Superintendent

WM/emj
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Health, Education and
Social Services Committee

@%;&%%mm id e
iﬁﬂf " Alaska State Legislature

Semte

PRCPCEED AVENDMENTS FCR SBNAVTE BILL 365-AN ACT RELATING TO SPECIAL EDUCATION

)

page 1, line 12 after "pupils" insert “or fraction of 15 pupils"

page 1, line 14 after "pupils" insert “or fraction of 11 pupils"

page 1, line 16 after "to" insert "in-service training of teachers"
"T |s Act takes fect.J 1" and

Bt e LAY g B

page 1, line 29 insert "*Sec. 5. This Act takes effect July 1, 1981."

My 4, 191




Introduced: A/1/81
Referred: Health, Education &
Social Services and Finance

BY STIMSON, FAHRENKAMP, B:\ADLEY
STURGULEWSKI, FISCHER, KELLY,

1 N THE SENATE GILMAN AND RODEY

SENATE BILL NO. 365

I* "HE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

2w PO

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

G u

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to special education: and providing

for an effective date.”

oo

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 1A.17.041(f) is repealed and reenacted to read:
() Special education schedule:

(1) in districts with, ApPM of les an 2,000, one in. true
T CtA of TV
tional unit for each 15 pupiliAin ADM1 I r

E SR B o

(2) in districts with ADM 3,00) or more, one instructional

1 <m of- 11 MUR,

unit for each 11 pupils”™in ADM. 1 *
15 * 1 - 1 1 H

Sec. 2. AS 14.30.350(2) 1is amended to read: (4-J<nf>rC [fO 'fM TJ «I
16 (2) special services™ Includes v -t is not limited to trans-
1 portation, summer school, special teaching, corrective teaching, correc—
18

tive health habits, and the provision of special seats, books, teaching

supplies, facilities, and equipment required for the instruction of

exceptional children, and Includes education nd training for children

X
il

who cannot utilize regular classroom instruction.

27 * Sec. 3. The amendment to AS 14.17.041(f) made by this Act may not be
& applied to reduce the number of allowable instructional units for special
74

education below the number of units allowed during the school term ending in
75
7

6 the calendar year In which this Act takes effect.
1 * Sec. 4. This Act takes effect July 1, 1981.
7

78

79

1- SB 365



TH LEGI%%MEEOF ALAKA

FISCAL NOTF.

. REQUEST
Bill/Re>olution No. Senate Bill 365
Title ...An Act relating to State aid for Special Education
Requested bv Stinson Dy»«C 3/26/81

Il.  FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Department of Education
Program Category Affected Elementary and Secondary Educa.an
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected Foundation Prooraarc Corponents/Flnanclal Support Pitt.
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate Une-item amounts and funding for each
component in (he analysis tection.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 04 FY 8! FY 86
100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAI
400 COMMODITIES
<00 EOUIPMENT
boO  LAND 9 STRUCTURES
TOO GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC. BHW1® K'TS/iil'd JI'IIJM 25JILJ 27.920.4
1. 01 .1 1

TOTAL

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollanl

GENERAL FUND 19.070.01 20.977.0 23.074.7 25.382.2 27.940.4
FFDfcRAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Fund Sourcei

Maimea,

FULL TIME
PART TIME

temporary

I ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions. Section Il1)
FY 62 Cost Distribution: (See Attached)

Foundation Prograa Caaoonentt: Special education Adjustments
$16,402.9

Financial Support - Olttricts: State Contract Progress
S667.1

Total: $19,070.0
Pott FY 62 cost reflects 10t annuel Inflation rate.

IV. DATE A/25V6l PREPARED BY ilXItk v, J ATt 2z 1 ¢
aglncy S5aaarLar.L™i.Ui.ulLi
Onpnal legislati** f usance PI%/IONI _
cc BulJett and Management
Prune Sponsoe ilin | Legnlalor Nameui

JJ-001 IKrr 12/60




Gary and Dianne Schmeling

| ama parent of a special child. | anvery concemed about the
level of services that will be available for ny child if Senate Bill 365
IS not passed. It is ny understanding that if there is not enough
funding the specialized services such as speech therapy, physical therapy,
and occupational therapy will be avong the first services to be cut.

This will directly affect ny daughter, Chrissie, who will be three in June.

At this time Chrissie has one word in her vocabulary - Ma-Me-, but
she is beginning to learn speech and codinunication skills. All children
learn something when they are at a point when all systems are ready for
that particular learning. If this readiness is not taken advantage of,
especially with special children, it may be even more difficult for them
to learn the same thing later. If Chrissie reaches this peak time to
learn speech during the next year, she may meed intense one-to-one
teaching in order to capitalize on this prime time for acquiring speech.
If there isn't money for this type of service and if she would receive
anything less than what she needs.it would be detrimental to her learning
level and future ability to learn.

Chrissie also needs physical therapy and occupational therapy.
Again, this readiness to learn and perform applies to these types of
learning.

Another point in Senate Bill 365 is the addition of summer school
programs, - Chrissie needs to maintain the abilities that she
has acquired. By continually using and repeating these skills, she will
be less likely to forget them She can't afford to lose anything.

It took her a long time to learn these skills once..and it would take
her a long time to learn them again.



The need for special education has been established long ago. Now
Vie are trying to narrow In on the degree of these needs. | don't know
how much these needs should cost.  All | can ask s that you weigh today's
cost of educating a child so that he can be as self-sufficient as possible
against the future costs of full support for this child.

The services that Senate Bill 365 will provide are essential for
ny child, for other special children, and in the long run, will save
money for the people of Alaska, it would be shortsighted not to
support this legislation.



Statk «»r Alahna
or iMt MvtRdfi*

April 28, 1981

Thff Monoratio Chariot Il. Parr

Chairman _

Sanato Health# education and
Social Services Committee

Pouch V

Juneau# Alaska 99811

Deai Nr. Chairmant

Senate Bill 141 relating to special education is now. in
Mealth# education and Social Services for consideration.

To clarify m ?osnlon on this legislation, 1 am fully
supportive of the concept of this™hill. To the estent that
Inadequacies exist in the current fundln? for those students
requiring special educational services, they should be
Identifiéd and corrected. | do, however, have serious
concerns with the legisletion ss proposed and list item here
) tQ?Y say be considered as you address this matter In
comdtleel

|.  Current accounting practices of the Dpt-artment of
Education do not 1dentify all costs of special . .
education district by district. Thus, It is difficult

to determine precisely what is_he:ng_spent_on special
education and to what degree either ™ insufficient
fundlng or everfunding IS occurring. Accountin
practices will be iwdlfled to raptdre the necessary
data Caring PT 82. Nuwever, this legislation proposes
(tjotadd_res(s]I the problem before Its scope can lie clearly
etermined.

1. there are several perceived deficiencies In eslsting
special education prugramei the need for sumnet
pros, ana,  teacher ralnln? and s_ore_sPemaI |tod
program* in the more popul*«ut districts.

It cannot pe aut«mmtlc«lly assumed that an increase_in
und'mg will produce improved program* or that, ss *



The Honorable Charles H. Parr April_28, 1981
Pago Two

non-segregated part of schoolfunding, the funds will
be used for special education at all,

The fiscal impact of this bill is significant, It would add
more than $19 million to an educatioh budget that is already
approaching. 1S19.2 million for PY 82, an increase of more
than $80 niillion from PY 81. Xn addition, X have proposed
several measures that will provide a pool of new monies
whtu_:h can be utiiited to aid special education at local
option.

It is clear that this legislation, and its attendant costs,
will hsva to ba considered in context along with al* others
as you determine your funding priorities. “As 1 stated in my
budget messg(qe, |”am concerned that my budget ceiling not be
excéeded. am also concerned with additional funding for
programs that build in_automatic increases in the bas
operating budget, Xt is obvigus the Legislature will have
to balanCe all” of the worthy fundin™ requesta--including
this one—in light of prudent fiscal constraints. Let me.
add however, that | am su Portwe of the concept of special
education and believe the Slate has a responsibility to
prov.de assistance in this area. As | have tested often,
money spent on education--for a wide variety of programs—
Is a“solid investment In Alaska** future. °I would, there-
fore, strongly suggest that you consider modification of
this bill t0 “insuté sufficient mechanism* are in place to
fully define the inadequacies in the current special
education formula and funding.

cci  The Honorable daimsr Seritula
President of the Heft*Sc



REAA's %OFINCREASE*
Adak 14

Alaska Gateway

Alauclan Chain

Annacca Island 1
Baring SCralC..c.coeoeraeoeaeaaaaaaaaannn
Chachaza. .. ... e e e eeaaa
Chugach . ...
Copper RIVEer .ot i e ceiaaaaas
Delta-Creely. .. .o
Idicarod . ... e e
KUSPUK - i
Lake & Peninsula.... ...
Lover KUusSkoKVie ... ...ooouoooo oo e ceeaaaan 1
Lover Yukon ... aa s

Ralibelt. ..
Southeast Island.... ..o oimmimaeannn...
Southwest RegiON. ... .oiiiioiiaiaaann
Yukon Plats ... e e
Yukon KoyukuK .. ..o..oooeomeomiei ..



SCHOOL DISTRICT 7. OF INCREASE™*

ANChorage ..coiiie i cciaeaaaaan 51
Bristol Bay..ooooeomor i i e 61
0N o X o o V- 44
O = T 88
Dillingham. .. i 83
Fairbanks ..o e e 42
3= T = - 54
HATNES ot e e e e e e e eeeeeeaeeeannn 49
HoONaN oo e e e e e eeaenas 36
Hydaburg .. ..o oo 49
JUNBAU ot e e e e i eeeeeeeceaaaaann 40
KaK e e 58
(ST - T 47
Ketchikan . oo e e e eeeaas 34
KING COVE arrn e i c e iecaeeaaaans 40
KEAWOCK v et i e i e it e ieeeeceaceaeannnn 95
Kodiak . oo e e e 44
=T e U 46
=N 21 1 1= S 64
A 0= 58
NOorth SIOpPe . coei e ceaaaan 50
e o= o 56
PetersSbUrg . e i i e 48
Sand PoInNt ..o 63
ST KA et e e e e 41
SKAGWAY e ae it i e et i e e e e 53
ST, MarYS i i i caaaaaan 47
Unal ctska. oo e e 81
Valdez .. e e 85
Vrangel 1. .. i iiaaaan 54
YaKucat .ot 62



:

TOTAL

On Base Fairbanks 475
On Base Anchorage 3BS

DO£ Student Transfers (T 'Bi n Stud.) 600*0
DOE Contract Schools 66 .g
RCAAs

BILL TOTAL (lIncrease)

J'S

Metet QOBT-

sNOouUj

AT

16,637.4

1,200.7

itk

1,765.5 f hftr \

19*070.0

W> ]
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2% 1,016 485 5
| 1

g 2
3 . L 1743
1 299 .Il 299 1 -0-
i 1196 )

173.7 173.7 -0-

239.3 239.3 -0-

1,765.5



REPORT ON
¢ SERVICES
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LOW-INCIDENCE
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by Low-Incidence Committee
Governor's Council for the
Handicapped and Gifted

February 1981
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oo my ewm INTRODUCTION - "o m e @

.....

This report addresses current problems in the statewide delivery of special education
and education-related services to children whose handicaps require..very specialized
services*. The nine hundred identified students with lov-incidence handicaps
(deafness, blindness, multiple-bandicaps, orthopedic_handicaps, severe-health — e>-- -
Impairments, emotional d|sturbance{ represent approximately 10Z of the special "'T
education population or 1Z of the total school population in the state (see-
Appendix_A). .oV ] WV Flree .
[ ]
The recotamendations were prepared _b%/ the Low Incidence Committee of cue Governor's
Council foe the Handicappgd and Giftgd. Members of the C%nmlttee included:

. ] « 'V % o
Kris Ro’}g};ers, Director of Special Education, Kenai (Chairperson) ~
sam Buahon, North Slope Borough Schools A ot
Joe Calderara, Lower Kuakokvim School* . .
B ill Hawkins, Kodiak Island Borough Schools *\
Ted Eastwood, Lake & Peninsula Schools
Chuck Christian, Buraau of Indian Affairs
marsha Buck, Ketchikan Borough Schools | *x
B ill Mulnlx, Office for Exceptional Children, DOE
Steve Deeschner, Anchorage School District
Dave Canterbur)(],, Comsunicative Disorders Program, DHSSS _
ss Schultz, Child Development Services, DH I

aren Lamb, Infant Learnm% Program D6&SS § * . ke X

e
f

Helen Virgin, Bristol Bay Regional Resource Center o

mBob Thomas, State Program for the Deaf, Anchorage School District
Jane Brodle, Blind/Visually Impaired Pr%}ram ,
Roy Anderson, Alaska Resources for the Moderately & Severely Impaired
Jim Welch, Sensory Impairment Center _

Dean Konopasek, Alaskg Rsychiatric Ipﬁtltute Education Program,

Committee and sub-committee rﬁeet'ings were held November 13-i9,..118f) and Februar)'/

Z.E/UZQ 1981 la Anchorgg.gc,-:*: R Y -
(] (] | e 0.7 FHD/\E\[?A“O\B. .».*‘- * (]

The. Low_Incidence Committee of the Governor's Council for the Handicapped and
Gifted identified current issues in the areas of Service Delivery Models,

manpower/Personnel Requirements, Organization and Administration, and Funding
(see Appendix C-C) %

Recoaeendetlons resulting jrom aggl sis ‘of these Issues and alternative solutions
ere: II i ]

1. Increase sEecial education funding to local school districts
AND S PROPOSED BY iHE PECIAL EDUCATION FUNDING TASK
Force. Increased Cost: $19.7 million.

Discussion: By dilating the A3M/FIZ (levels of service conce tf and_ replacing
it with s straight count of spec'al education students on s 15:1 ratio for
all districts except Anchorage, Fairbanks, Kanal, Mat-Su, and Juneau vtilch



would receive funding on an 11:1 ratio,* funding to local districts would "be”
increased by 53Z. This funding increase is consistent with,the cost data
Prowded by school districts (Appendix- B) and w ill Rrowde, full funding

or local Special education programs. It will not, however, provide for
statewide coordination of specialty services which cannot be- provided

solely by local special education programs and personnel.

Establish a statewide Special Education Cooperative Service
Unit to.provide special education program support services to
LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND REAAs SERVING CHILDREN WITH LOW- .
INCIDENCE HANDICAPS, ¢ INCREASED COSTr $0 [F RECOMMENDATION V
Il-lMP|I_EMIIEI\I<I|E’|_I_EI|E)MENTED; $1.4 MILLION IF RECOMMENDATION #1 IS NOT  »

A. Include existing special education statewide ouc-reach programs in the
- " Cooperative Service Unit . . .

" A I ".’.'.ft."’ o0 > - L

 deaf/hearing Impaired (outreach com onencs of the State Program
for the Deal)

. . bling/visually mpaired (3lind/Visually, Impaied Program) , *
" multiple handicapped (Alaskd Resources for the Moderataly and
JE P Severely Impa|red5)*
[ ] ' ~
! + 0-3 (infant learning outreach components for deaf and blind)
ok * * o *

- >
3. Add rao sew stat}gv.vme outr.e.ach program components . '
. SooMe ©m . .
.orchopedicaily handicapped/severely health ir?aired (no existing

ol -.Lﬂ_e_motionally digcrubed (so existing program) >
e s k. e« e e e - mm** N *A . S *
CL Ra-e_ll@cate existing funds for these serviets to the Cooperative

e

Service Unit on a contract basis for F82 and annually thereafter (see

attached costfmform ation). . N *.*- *

D. . Aésign responsibility and funding- to th_e'Cooperative Service Dolt for
* coordination end purchase of all education-related reS|dent|a|*p|ace-
ments- for F83 arﬁannually thereaftw 2* Y e kY

T, Asm?n,re_sponsmllltﬁ to the Coorpera_tlve Service Dolt and have ie
relate dlrectIY to the State Professional Development Steering Com-
mittee for statewide In-service training and cachnlcal assistance to
school d|str|ct(ﬁerseenel serving children with low-incidence handl-

% ' caps (See Appendix G). . » a )

Discussions The existing Iow-lnmde.nc_e.Programs, tso additional program
coapocatncs. rasidendal support activicita, and Personnel training services
for low-Incidence populations can be combined into one statewide organira-
tion existing funds it the special education foundation formula

Is changed as raeonendad by the Special education Funding Task Force. |If
chose récooaesdacions are sot implemented in F82, an additional $1.4 million
will be required. .

*



The Special Education Cooperative Service Unit w ill have a clear statutory
authority and structure, spe.ific responsibilities, contract funding from
the Department of Education identified for each program_component, and
authority to sub-contract for services within the specific areas of.respon-
sibility. It will result in increased services to school districts an
REAAs, consolidation and improved effectiveness of service delivery, qual-
ity out-reach. services, development of educatjon-related residential ser-
vices f|||_|n%1, gaps ir services to students with low-incidence handicaps,
and. coordinafion of educational services with allied, health and social
services programs-

Primary tasks, of the Cooperative- Service. Unit w ill be: |

a— Provision of intinerant out-reach services to local school dis—
triers- and REAAs; .
(1 ]

* (]

b-. Development of programs for blind/visually impaired students,
., marticularly for periodic and summer-time training programs in
orientation” and mobility; <

*

c*. Provisiog. of out-reach services and development {_but not goper-
ation of) community living arrangements for emotionally disturbed

students, particularly one "secure" setting for evaluation and
treatment; o I veee - ¢ 1

d- Provision of itinerant and development of (but not operation of)
community residential services for orthopedically handicapped and
sev .ely health impaired students;

e. Provision of in-state 'services for all low-incidence students
through dev 1p_ment of a continuum of service models and coor-
dination of allied health and social services;

ffv- Arrangement and purchase of all education-related residential
\v placements (inter-district transfers and in-state placements for
. W low-incidence students placed out-of-state) after F%d;
g.  Training of local school district personnel serving studénts with
v low-incidence handicaps.  *'
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WITBY IS~

FUNDING oV
SPECIAL EDUCATION COOPERATIVE SERVICE UNIT
F81 Actual F82 Budgeted
Program Component (State Contract Programs (S) (Governor's Budget (S F02 Actual " "ed
and Federal Grunta (v)) and Federal Sources (F))

State Program for Deaf and 1,000,000 S 1,000,000 S .t 400,0 0 0 m
Deaf Out'Reach T i .
Rlind/Viuually Impaired . "o 150,000 S 162,000 S . ¢ . 300,000
Outreach ¢ ] Cor, e .
Alaska Rcaourcca 177,000 F 180,000 F *’I‘ . 300000
Hultlple-llundlcap Outreach L -
Anchorage School District 670,000 S 670,000 F & ¢, g
Severe-Profound Contract f A s
Orthopedic Handicap Outreach ~0- -0- ' 300,000
Emotionally Dloturhcd Outreach -0- -0- R 300,000
State Department of Education 1,000,000 1,000,000* 1,162,000*
Ou.t—of—DIstrIet Transfers 4
Tralnlng/In-Servicu '0' '0' ¢ 100,000

ministration 0 '0' ) 150,000
TOTALS R LA — 3.012.000 : 3,012,000

*DOE continues fo agminister Ip V82, Consortium udminlotero In F83 and thereafter

[
FiscaL NOTE ror FY82» . o _ _ _
%-0- If Recowarndetion #1 la Implomentod and an additional $19.7 million la appropriated for special education
foundation support to local dlatricta. . . . -
$1,470,000 if recommendation il i« NOt Implemented in F82 aa contract fundlng {0 Anchorago School District
for the Stata Program for tho Deaf and for Severe-Profound services would he unavailable for re-ollocotlon
to the Special Education Cooperative Sarvice Unit.



BYLAWS: The board saall adopt bylaws for the operation of the
Special Education. C%opgranve Service Bmt.

EMPLOYEES: Employees of the Special Education Cooperative Service Unit
are not state employees and are not subject to the State
Personne| Act (A,S.739.25). However, all Special Education
Cooperative Service Unit, emplo¥ees shall be members of

B either the teachers' retirement sy3tea (A.S. 14.25) or the
»oe LT 4 public employees retirement system (A.S. 39.35).

e e mes Mo, . . : . .
SERVICES: The. Special Education Cooperative Service Unit shall provide
the following special education support services to local
school districts and REAAs for special education services
required above and beyond chose reasonably able to be Bro-
V|dted|_. mt tdhetlocal school district or REAA, Including but
not limited, to:

(1) itinerant out-reach services to deaf and hearing
impaired, blind and wsuallK impaired, orchopedlcally
handicapped, severely health Impaired, emotionally
disturbed, and multi-handicapped students;

(2) arrangement and ?urchase of education-related residen-
tial placements for special education students;

(3) special education instructional support, and traininP
of local school district special education personnel.

DUTIES: Cn addition to other duties, the Special Education Cooper-
ative Service Unit shall:

(1) employ a superintendent (Executive Director) subJect to
the approval of the Commisslone” of Education an
approve the employment of Eersonne_l necessary to oper-
ate the Special Education Cooperative Servicé Unit;

(2) Rrovide for an annual audit *n accordance with A.S.
4.14.050;

(3) establish an advisory hoard consisting of at least ons
specialist in each of the following ~ogram areas:
daaf/hearing Impaired, blind/vision impaired, multiple-
handicapped”. emotionally disturbed, otthopedlcally
handicapped/severely health Impairad and prescribe the
adviso-y board's powers and dudes;

(4" provide the Deﬁartm,ent of Education with an annual plan
of operation which includes a description of the services
to be offered, a description of the method by which
services will be evaluated, information on the number
of students and scho** district personnel to be served,
a schedule of funds available from all sources, and
other information coat may be required by Che depart-

ment by regulation.



-, ) - Y .-

PROPOSE! ENABLING LEGISLATION I\ - vof o

AS» 14,12

POLICYL *

t.--V-n-VARTICLE., . w- =
SPECIAL EDUCATION COOPERATIVE SERVICE UNIT

1S, 1S declared.to be a_poljcy of the state- to sake. special
* _educatio- services avali)ablleyeo) aﬂ] exceptlonai é‘u (Pren

«. mm— — ¢ included under A'S. 14.30.350(1) A, 3, C, D,.F. In striving

.a*

PURPOSE:

CREATION*

> tovard this equalizing of educational opportunity, the policy
of the state shall be to encourage cooperation in making
“available to these exceptional children special educational
programs and services vhich may nose efficiently and. eco-
nomically be provided by a at*“wide consortium*

It is the purpose of sections ~of this chapter to
provide appropriate special education out-raach and education-
relatetf residential services for exceptional children in

the state for whom Ircal school special education programs
are inadequate.

There la established In the state a Special Education
Cooperative Service Unit,

GOVERNING HOARD: Th* Special Education Cooperative Service Unit srf]]all be

governed by & seven-member hoard consisting of an REAA
Special education director, a city/borough  school district
special education director, an REAA superintendent, a city/
borough school district superintendent0) a higher education
reapreasntativc, a representative of the Department of
Health and Social Sec/ices, nd a representative of the
Governor's Council for the Handicapped and Gifted.

The sembers of the board shall be appointed by the CornaLs-
Lk §|0ner‘of Egucation. %

The -embers of the board are entitled eo the expenses,
travel, and per dies provided by the Lav.

TERM OF OFFICE: céra. office of a board member is three years, However
the Initial seshers hold office as follovet three for a
mien of three years,too for a tarm_ofevo years, and cvo
v for a term of one year, thetermsbeingassigned 0 the
o'* members by loc. .
ACANO A vacancy oceuring during a term of office is filled In the
v ES same_manyner as thge origi%al a?pointmen_t. A member appointed
to fill a vacancy serves for the unexpired term of the
member he succeeds.
VEETINGS: The board shall -eat sc lease quarterly.

URK

Four members tonscicuce S quorue.



POWERS Th® Special Education Cooperative. Service Unit board may

“ receive and expend both public and private funds to opérate
the Specigl Education Cogperative Service Unit. L
» L4 . . .

** *
The Special Education Cooperative Service Unit board may
contract with the department, the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
. or any schooJ. district, regional educational attendance
- oW area, regional resource center, or agency, for the provision
) +0f special education or special education-related services..

r* A** . N. -z’l- F- I I ° *'. y©
FUNDING: The legislature shall un?'_he operational costs of the
Special Education Cooperative Service Unit... Funds for the
oReratmn of the Special Education Cooperative Service Unit
Il be appropriated annually to the Department of Education
for distribution to the Special Education Cooperative Service
Unit_ based on an apgroved annual plan of service for each
service program to be provided by the Special Education
V.« Cooperative Service Unit.



