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f o o t i n g  w i th  the n on -d i s a b le d .  They don 't  want t o  be s e t  a p a r t  o r  
type cas t  simply on the basis o f  having a physical o r  mental handicap. 
I n  v iew  o f  t h i s  f a c t ,  i t  w ou ld  be w e l l  t o  do a good dea l  o f  
p r e l im i n a r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r i o r  to  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a b lock  o f  housing 
ca te r ing  to the disabled alone. Poss ib ly  those th a t  would favo r  such 
housing are persons whose funct ioning le v e l  1s such tha t  co - loca t ing  
them w i th  o t h e r  pe rsons  hav ing s im i l a r  im pa i rm en ts  m ight g r e a t l y  
enhance the e f f i c i en cy  o f  providing support se rv ices  such as attendent 
care and homemaking ass istance . Such housing would f a l l  somewhere in 
between the t r a d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  model ( i . e . ,  nursing homes) and 
a t o t a l l y  independent l i v i n g  s i tua t ion .  Given tha t  the vast bulk o f  
su rvey  responden ts  appear  to want to  ge t  as f a r  towards the l a t t e r  
(and f a r  away f rom the f o rm e r )  as p o s s i b l e ,  c a u t i o n  i s  adv ised in  
cons ide ra t ion  o f  any housing program that would r e s u l t  in segregating 
the d i s a b l e d  f rom the r e s t  o f  the community ,  o r  l a b e l i n g  them as 
di f f e r e n t .

Concluding Remarks
A re ad in g  o f  the recommendations con ta in ed  in  t h i s  study tends to  
suggest that we are assigning to policymakers . i n  the area o f  housing 
f o r  the  d i s a b l e d  an Im p o s s ib l e  charge .  How, one might ask , g iven 
tha t  resources are scarce, can planners hopo to  come up with a housing 
program which i s  e c on om ic a l l y  a f f o r d a b l e ,  c l o s e  to  s e r v i c e s ,  
employment and r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  and which a l l ow s  the 
d isab led  person to maximize his Independence In a c t i v i t i e s  o f  da i ly  
l i v i n g .  The answer i s  t h a t  they p robab ly  can ' t .  Indeed ,  v i r t u a l l y  
a l l  pub l ic p o l i c i e s  represent compromises which seek to maximize the 
p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  a program given the c o n s t r a i n t s  posed by the
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environment in which the program must ooerate. Hope fu l ly ,  by l i s t i n g  
as many o f  the c o n d i t i o n s  as p o s s i b l e  which would c h a r a c t e r i z e  an 
e f f e c t i v e  hous ing  program f o r  the o r t h o p e d i c a l l y  d i s a b l e d ,  we can 
provide a bas is  es tab l ishment o f  a program whose e f fec t iveness  w i l l  
be max im ized ,  s u b j e c t  t o  the c o n s t r a i n t s  posed by the  a v a i l a b l e  
resources and the environment in which the program must operate.



Footnotes

1> A laska  Depa r tmen t  o f  Labo r  S t a t i s t i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y  F i r s t  Q u a r t e r  
1 9 8 0 ,  p p l .

2> For a luc id  desc r ip t ion  o f  the pubMc housing boondoggle in  United 
S t a t e s  see Jones ,  C h a r l e s  0 . ,  An I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  the Study o f  P u b l i c  
P o l i c y  -  second e d i t i o n ,  c o p y r i g h t  1977 ,  by Wadsworth P u b l i s h i n g  
Company, Inc. , Belmont, C a l i f o r n i a  94002, pp 193-199 .
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FURTHER: J u d i c i a r yI . c i a r y

D a t e :
Mr. P r e s i d e n t :

H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A ND  
The Commit tee on SO CI A L  SERVICES__________ has had SB z37________________

p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e

unde r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and (a  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  c om m i t t e e )  ( t h e  c om m i t t e e )  
r e p o r t s  i t  back w i th  th e  f o l l o w i n g  r e com m enda t ion s :
[ ] do pass  [ ] do n o t  pass
( ] do pass w i th  a t t a c h e d  amendments ( s )

[ ] same t i t l e
( r e p l a c e  w i th  CS f o r ____________________________________________ _ (  1 new t i t l e

and recommends
( ) AND a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t "  [ / < J New F i s c a l  Note
[ ] r e p o r t s  i t  back w i t h o u t  recommenda t io l
( ] r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e ______________________________________________ Committee
MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS / OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

  : _j_

- <  r / ' - .
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( A l a s k a  j§ taie l e g i s l a t u r e

T e r r y  S t ira son , V ic e -C h r '  
V ic  F i s c h e r  
Tim K e l l y  
Mike C o l l e t t a

a tow

 ̂UliwttUj «*mihmu

Healtd, Gducation & Social Services 4 6 5 -4907
4 6 5 - 4 9 0 8

March 27, 1981

hren Harrison
In te rna t iona l  Ch i ldb i r th  Education Associat ion 
Rt. 5, Box 234 
Decatur, Alabama 35603
Dear Fran: **

As the aide f o r  the Senate HESS Committee, I have severa l questions 
regarding c h i l d b i r t h .  These questions have come up because our Committee is 
considering l e g i s l a t i o n  that would regulate lay-midwives in Alaska. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
my questions a re :

1) What percentage o f  the number o f  hosp i ta l  b i r ths  in the United 
States are caesarean sect ions?

p * •>

2) What is  the nat ional average cost f o r  a "normal" hospita l b i r t h ,  
including the docto r 's  fee and to ta l  hospita l costs?

3) How does each s ta te  regu la te lay-midwives?
4) Do you have information on the use o f  midwives in countr ies 

o the r than the United States?
A y  in fo rmation that you could provide would be appreciated. The 

Committee is meeting on th is  subject on Friday , Apri l 3 and Monday, Apri l 6, 
*0 please expedite vour rep ly .

S ince re ly ,

We l le r



M r  P a r r

S e n a t e  H e a l t h .  E d u c a t i o n  . .d S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  

D * a r  Mr. Parr:

I a m  a r e s i d e n t  of A n c h o r a g e  a n d  a  r e g l s c e r e d  v o t e r  h e r e

i n  A l a s k a .  I s t r o n g l y  o b j e c t  to the r e v l s i o i  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l

► ^ * • •«

I h a d  b o t h  o f  m y  c h i l d r e n  a t  h o m e  a t t e n d e d  b y  m y  h u s b a n d .

I a m  a t t e n d i n g  b i r t h s  n o w  i n  A n c h o r a g e .  D r .  E n d e r  o f  U A A  h a s  

f o u n d  i n  h i s  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  1 0 ^  o f  b i r t h s  in the g r e a t e r  A n c h o r a g e  

a r e a  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  h o m e .  N o  P h y s i c i a n  o ^  c e r t i f i e d  n u r s e  

m i d w i f e  w i l l  h e l p  a t  h o m e *

I a m  a h i g h l y  q u a l i f i e d  b i r t h  a t t e n d a n t ,  b u t  if t h i s  b i l l  

g o e s  t h r o u g h  I w i l l  n o t  be a b l e  to c o n t i n u e  h e l p i n g  p e o p l e  

a n d  l e s s  s k i l l e d  p e o p l e  w i l l  be a t t e n d i n g  t h e s e  o l r t h s .  H o m e  

b i r t h s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to h a p p e n .  M o s t  o f  m y  c l i e n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  

t h e i r  b a b i e s  at h o m e  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  me.

T h i s  b i l l  infringes o n  m y  r i g h t  o f  f r e e  c h o i c e  a n d  m a k e s  

b i r t h  a  m e d i c a l  p r o c e d u r e .  I a m  f u r i o u s  t h a t  t h i s  b i l l  

r a y  p a s s  d u e  to a l o t  o f  m e d i c a l  p r e s s u r e  a n d  b u c k s  b e h i n d  it.

I w i s h  to be put on the m a i l i n g  l i s t  to be I n f o r m e d  of  

a p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  a n d  I r e q u e s t  a t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  to be held  

i n  A n c h o r a g e .

S i n c e r e l y ,
C h r i s t i n e  R u s h i n g  

1 4 0 3  E  2 7 t h  A v e .
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 ^



«  t i o m e  D i r t i i
▼ By Jessica J. HollowellAt the beginning of this century, home birth, with a doctor or mid-wife in attendance, was the single choice for most wnm?n. Giving birth in a hospital was an alternative only for well-to-do urban dwellers, usually those with a private physician on the payroll.The trend has changed over the past 80 years. Scientific advances in medicine and improvements in nospiiai care have all but eliminated childbirth-related deaths for both mother and child. Group insurance programs have made it economically feasible for average Americans to receive hospital carc.During the 1940’s more and more women began checking into hospitals to havr their hat.;— -----, , I,' n m t r • *

nanaiu: • vuuice, out ol the well-advertised safety of hospital del*very rooms.Home sweet homeHospital birthing, while admittedly safe and con­venient in most cases, is not the only alternative for prospective parents in the 80’s. While the pendulum has not swung all the way back, many couples now look at home birthing as an inexpensive, relatively safe and emotior ally fulfilling experience.Recently, a Valley woman chose home birth for both her fourth and fifth child. "It was great. With my husband up on the slope, 1 would have had a hard time arranging for a babysitter at midnight. As it happened, the kids were all asleep and 1 just had the baby on the couch."Home birth may sound like a lonely process, but in fact it involves many people. Most important in most home birthing situations is the immediate family. Husbands and siblings prepare, along with the mother, for the momentous event. They become familiar with the birth process and learn breathing and relaxation techniques.iVlothcrs nu mally visit a physician, in the months prior to delivery, who may also serve as medical back­up in horn* birth cases. A birth attendant or a mid­wife usually helps with the delivery itself.
C o n ta - ln d lc a  tionsNot all women are suitable home birth candidates, according to Valley resident Yvonne Watkins, author of Better Home Birth. High risk factors often eliminate home delivery as a viable choice. For in­stance, anyone over 40 or under 16 years of age should not try home birth. A mother with heart or kidney disease is precluded from home birth. Likewise, anyone experiencing heavy bleeding before birth or who has exhibited an abnormal presentation should enter the hospital for delivery.A mother who has undergone pre-natal examination and been pronounced fit for home delivery still needs io prepare to go to the hospital, in case of emergency. Watkins, who aticnded mt>re than 400 home births before moving to Alaska, listed several preparations for a possible hospital visit in her book:✓ Make arrangements for using the same room for labor, birth and recovery, if possible.^ Try to arrange to keep the baby for an hour or so directly after birth, to get acquainted, before the baby is subjected to hospital routine. Father and children should be present at that time, as well.^  Have the husband and/or coach there at all times.

^  Choose a hospital with immediate rooming-in, if possible.^ Hold the baby close and cuddle immediately after birth. Nurse the baby as soon as possible after delivery.



.so m e  d a d s d e liv e r th e ir o w n  b a b ie s .

TVtm
Getting into the set

a t t i t n H *  t r w i i  o r H  in t iA ltM n r*  f n m i l u - - K*rf
especially the proud papa, in the special moment o f 
childbirth has changed drastically over the past 40 
years. Many hospitals offer child-birth classes for 
expectant couples. They often include “ natural”  
child-birth instruction to prepare couples for team­
work in the delivery room.

For the first time, perhaps in history, men. have 
moved into the delivery room, whether at home or in 
;he hospital, as an integral part o f the childbirth 
process. In the Valley Hospital, said carolyn Brown, 
obstetrician, “ We let the dad become as involved as he 
vants. Most cut the cord and some actually deliver 
:heir own babies.”

Back to nature
Brown encourages natural procedures, she said. She 

uses no drugs, unless previously discussed with the 
patient. Most low-risk mothers are encouraged to - 
labor and deliver in the same room, thereby saving 
about SI SO. No standard preps are used and most 
women do not undergo episiotomy, the cutting and 
subsequent stitching o f the perineum to enlarge the 
vaginal area.

“ We like the mothers to stabilize at least six hours 
following birth. Any proble .is are likely to occur 
w ithin 
favora'
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t n g  M i m e s

Gambling on home delivery
B r o w n  d o e s  n o t  a t te n d  o r  b a c k  u p  h o m e  b ir th s , 

a lth o u g h  s o m e  A n c h o r a g e  a r e a  d o c to r s  w ill d o  s o . " I  
try  to  d is c o u r a g e  w o m e n  f r o m  h o m e  d e liv e r ie s , b u t  I 
d o  n o t d e n y  p r e -n a ta l c a r e  t o  a n y o n e .”  S h e  p o in ts  o u t  
th e  p o te n t ia l  d i f f ic u lt ie s ,  a s  sh e  se e s  th e m . H o w e v e r , 
a b o u t 2 0  p e rce n t o f  th e  w o m e n  sh e  se e s  o p t  fo r  h o m e  
b irth , s h e  s a id .

B r o w n 's  m a jo r  c o m p la in t  a g a in s t  h o m e  d e liv e r y  is  
th e f iv e  p e rce n t o f  b ir th  d if f ic u lt ie s  l ik e ly  to  p re se n t 
th e m se lv e s o n ly  a t  th e  la s t  m o m e n t. I f  th e  e x p e c ta n t  
m oth er is  re a d y  to  g iv e  b ir th  in  h e r  T a lk e c tn a  h o m e  
w hen a  p ro b le m  a r is e s , it  m a y  b e  to o  la t e  to  get h e r  to  
the h o s p ita l ,  sh e s a id .  _____________

...h u s b a n d s  a n d  k id s  sh a re  in  th e  jo y ...

c h a n g e d

L e g i s l a t i o n  e n t e r s  p i c t u r e

G o v e r n o r  J a y  H a m m o n d  re c e n tly  in tr o d u c e d  a  b ill 
in to  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  S e n a te  to  p r o v id e  fo r  re g u la tio n  
o f  m id w iv e s , o r  th e  d e liv e r y  o f  c h ild re n  b y  p e rso n s 
o th e r  th a n  d o c to r s .Thp intnnt Af tViakill *1. -• • • • * • • *  V I  m v  w u *  p i o t v v t i v i I  V I  t liw  p u u i iw  TT ilV ll
u n fo r s c e n  m e d ic a l e m e rg e n c ie s  a r is e . M a n y  m id w iv c s  
in ih c  s ta te  a r e  f e a r f u l  o f  s e e k in g  m e d ic a l a s s is ta n c e  
w h en  c o m p lic a tio n s  d e v e lo p  d u rin g  d e liv e r y . T h e  
le g is la t io n  w o u ld  c le a r  u p  le g a l u n c e r ta in tie s , s a id  an  
a d m in is tr a t io n  n ew s re le a s e .

‘ W e d o n 't  w a n t th e m  t o  b e  a f r a id  to  tu rn  to  
p h y s ic ia n s  o r  h o s p ita ls  w h e n  it  is  n e c e s s a r y ,”  th e  
g o v e r n o r  s a id .

T h e  b ill  re q u ires  a n y  u n lice n se d  p e rso n  w h o  a s» .sts  
a t  c h ild  d e liv e r y  fo r  c o m p e n s a tio n  t o  b e  a u th o r iz e d  to  
d o  s o  b y  th e  S ta te  M e d i.;a l  B o a r d  o r  th e  B o a r d  c l  
N u rsin g . I t  fu rth e r  r e q u ire s  th e  se ttin g  u p  o f  
r e g u l a t i o n s  to  c a r r y  o u t  t h a t  p r o c e s s .

BRUISERS Healthy home born babies, (shown above, left) seven-month old Paul and three-year-old Sean Sandvik smile brightly for the camera. Both weighed over 10 lbs. at birth. (Photo by Jessica J. Hollowell)
1
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24-01 C a p t a i n  C o o k  D r i v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3  
M a r c h  2 3 ,  1 9 8 1

C h a r l e s  P a r r ,  C h a i r m a n  
C o m m i t t e e  o n  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  ' 

a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P a r r :

P l e a s e  d e l e t e  t h e  s e c t i o n  of S B  # 2 3 7  l e g i s l a t i n g  
p h y s i c i a n  c o n t r o l  of  m o t h e r s  i n  c h i l d b i r t h .

C h i l d b i r t h  i s  a n a t u r a l ,  h e a l t h y  a n d  n o r m a l  e x p e r i e n c e  
N O T  a d i s e a s e  t h a t  n e c e s s i t a t e '  p h y s i c i a n  s u p e r v i s i o n  
a n d  i n t e r v e n t i o n .

T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  m e d i c a l  p r a c t i c e  h a s  b e e n  one of n u m e r o u s  
a t t e m p t s  t o  c o n t r o l  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  o n e ' s  l i f e  f r o m  
b i r t h  t o  d e a t h .  (Ivai I l l i c h  in h i s  r e c e n t  b o o k  M e d i c a l  
N e m e s i s  d e s c r i b e s  t h i c  in g r e a t  d e t a i l . )

P h y s i c i a n  a t t e m p t s  t o  c o n t r o l  c h i l d b i r t h  h a s  b e e n  a 
r e c u r r i n g  t h e m e  s i n c e  t h e  M i d d l e  A g e s  w h e n  l a y  m i d w i v e s  
a n d  h e a l e r s  w e r e  p e r s e c u t e d  a s  w i t c h e s .

W h i l e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  c a n  p e r f o r m  v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  
p e o p l e ,  it i s  a m a t t e r  of  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  a n d  c h o i c e  
w h e t h e r  t o  e n g a g  a p h y s i c i a n  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  in l i f e .

A s  a h e a l t h  c a r e  proviuv..', e d u c a t o r  a n d  c o n s u m e r ,
I u r g e  y o u  t o  d e l e t e  t h e  a s p e c t  of t h i s  b i l l  w h i c h  
m a n d a t e s  p h y s i c i a n  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  c a r e  of  p r e g n a n t  m o t h e r s  
a n d  c h i l d b i r t h .

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  n o t i f i e d  w h e n  t h e  h e a r i n g  of th-» s b i l l  
i s  s c h e d u l e d  s o  t h a t  I m a y  t e s t i f y .

V e r y  t r u l y  yours.

Mona C l a i r e  Ravin, R.N., M.S.N.
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Tom Mmg*n
caoan>s Memonai Hospital 
Fantonas
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Ron Pare :as 
AiasKa Hospital A MeO<ai 
Center 
Anchorage

Immediate Past PresKJent 
AlCamosso 
PmnOenco Hospital 
Anchorage

Eiecutiy* Direclor 
Oenrus L DeWitt 
Jjneau

319 Seward St., Juneau, Alaska 99801 (907) 586-1790 UTE. LONG TERM AND OUTPATIENT FACILITIES

March 25, 1981

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Senator Charlie Parr

Dennis L. DeWitt, Executive Director

Average Maternity Charge ~t Alaska Hospitals

The attached reflects a telephone survey of Alaska State Hospital 

Association members asking the cost of a routine maternity stay. 
Average daily service charge in Alaska is approximately $200.00 

so the figures would be adjusted by at least that should the 

stay be more or less than 3 days.

I hope that this is helpful to you in your deliberations.

FACILITY AVERAGE MATERNITY COST

Alaska Hospital 1,500.00 - 3 Days

Bartlett (Juneau) 800.00

Central Peninsula (Soldotna) 550.00

Cordova 1,500.00 - 3 Days

Fairbanks 1 ,000.00 - 3 Days

Faith (Glennallen) 850.00 - 3 Days

Ketchikan 1,300.00 - 24 Hours

Kodiak 600.00

Norton Sound (Nome) 3,200.00 - 3 Days Includes Doctor

Petersburg 550.CO - 24 Hours

Providence (Anchorage) l,200.Of, - 2 or 3 Days

Seward 800.00 - 2 Days

Sitka *
1 ,100.00 - 2 Days

South Peninsula ^Mooer) 550.00 - 24 Hours

Valdez 1 ,000.00 - 2 Days

Palmer 700.00 - 24 Hours

Wrangell 1 ,100.00 - 3 Days



THE LEGISLATURE OE THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

F ISCAL NOTE

1 n n9nUES|T • xi Senate B i l l  No. 237Bill/Resolution No.___________________________________    . eTitle "An Act r e la t in g  to  p ro fe s s io n a l lic e n s in g  and to  the re g u la t io n  o r the p i-acL ic tro r
Requested hv Comm issioner's O ff ic e  Date 4 /2 /8 1  m Cd lc lnc ."

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Department o f  Health and S o c ia l S e rv ic e s_______________________________
Program Category Affected P ub lic  H ealth_________ __________________________________________
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected_______________ _________________________________________
(Note: I f  more than one budget component is affected, separate linc-item amounts and funding for cadi 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f  Dollars)

FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 .F Y  86
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 /»_. 0 . . 0 0
200 TRAVEL » (' 0 0 0
300 CONTRACTUAL ____ 0 _ Q _ 1 0 . Q 0
400 COMMODITIES U 0 . V ...I) ... (! n
500 EQUIPMENT 0 Q _ n 0 0 0
600 LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 . [ 0 0 n
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC. 0 0 (] .. n n

0 n 0 n 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands o f Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS ( T ~ 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER (Specify Fund Source) 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS
FULLT IM E 0 0 p 0 0 o :
PART TIME 0 ii 0 0 ... 0 o
TEMPORARY Q 0 0 0 0 0

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III )

IV. D A T E  ... 4 /2 /81________________ P R E P A R E D  B Y  1<f,vid Spence, H.J).
AGENCY Dept. o f  H ea lth  S o c ia l S e rv ic e s______________

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE . 463 -3100 j  .
cc: Budget and Management '  S

Prime Sponsor (F ir Legislator Nanie^l) M&B Approva 1 y *  t  ^  Da tc
33-001 (Rev. 12/BO



Ps-X 9..-

THE LEGISLATURE. OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

I. REQUEST CSSB 237
^j l lgR^o^Ke1 regu la t ion  o t tne pra c t ic e  ot medicine!^

"An Act r e la t i n g  to p ro fe s s i on a l  l i cens ing  and

FISCAL i 'OTF,

Requested by. Senate HESS Committee Date 4-9 -81

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Department o f  Commerce & Economic Development_____________________________
Program Category Affected Pub l ic  P ro tec t ion______________
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected Regulation &~licensing o f  p ro fe s s i on s ;  adm in is t r a t ion
(Note: I f  more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding for each

component in the analysis section.) inves t iga t ions
EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f  Dollars)

F Y  8 1 F Y  82 F Y  83 F Y  84 F Y  .85 . F Y  8 6

100 P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S 102.8 110.0 17777“ 125.9 134.7

700 T R A V E I .5.1 !• 7 . 6.4 7.2 8.0

300 C O N T R A C T U A L in,? 10.9 11.7 12.5 13.4

400 C O M M O D I T I E S .0 .0 .0 .0 .0

500 E O U I P M E N T 2.4 .0 _______ ,0 .0 .0

600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S a. i p.. 1 8.1 8 J R 1
700 G R A N T S .  CLAIMS. ETC.

T O T A L 128.6 13'* ' 143.9 153.7 164.2

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Do! 

G E N E R A L  F U N D

lars)

128.6 134.7 143.9 153.7 164.2

F E D E R A L  F U N D S

O T H E R  (Snccifv Fund Source)

POSITIONS
F U L L  T I M E 3 3 3 3 3

P A R T  T I M E
T E M P O R A R Y

111. ANALYSIS (Sec Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)
PERSONAL SERVICES - FY'82 s a la r y  schedule, 71 i n f l a t i o n  fa c to r  p ro jec ted .

$1 In ve s t ig a to r ,  Range 18, yen. g o v t . ,  12 iiios.
1 Executive O f f i c e r ,  Range 18, p a r t i a l l y  exempt, 12 mos. 
1 Clerk t yp is t  I I I ,  Range 8 ,  gen. g o v t . ,  12 mos.

40 .348 .00
40 .348 .00
22 .140 .00

% 102,836.00

TRAVEL - 12 2 i n f l a t i o n  f a c to r  p ro jec ted  
in ve s t ig a to r :  5 dt ys pc.* diem per month P $67/day

One out-o f- town t r i p  per month P $250 .00 p e r * t r ip  
Executive O f f i c e r ,  5 board meetings 

One o u i - o f - s t a t e  t r i p
CONTRACTUAL - 72 i n f l a t i o n  f a c t o r  p ro jec ted .  
1 Hag Card typewrite r lease 

4-9-81

4 .000 .00
3 .000 .00
1 .500 .00 

700.00
9 .200 .00

IV. DATE
Original: Legislative Finance 
cc: Itiiilcct and Management

Prune Sponsor (Fust Legislator Named)

Mar jo r ie  Odland, 3 ,000 .00
Regulations S p e c i a l i s t  (continued next

k S S S T A v' i s i on Occupational Licensing
PHONE 465-2535  ___

..PREPARED IIY p^go;



Computer terminal use, p rorated share a t  $350/mo. 4 ,2 00 .00
Postage, phones, p r i n t i n g ,  pub l ica t ion  and operat ing costs 3 , 0 % . 0 0

$ 10,200.00

EQUIPMENT - one time cos t  FY’ 82 on ly .
2 desks, double pedes ta l ,  60x30 704.64
1 desk, s ing le  pedesta l with typing extension 432.83
2 cha i r s ,  exec, swivel with arms 353.66
1 cha.ir, posture without arms 134.77
2 bookcases, 3 shelves 205.28
1 l a n i e r  reco rde r  355.00
1 f i l e  cab inet ,  4 drawer leqa l  with lock 215.99$ 2 ,402 .17

LAND & STRUCTURES
( f o r  3 pos i t i on s )  150 s q . f t .  X 1 .50 X 12 X 3 = $8 ,100



Official Buaincaa

A l a s k a  J s f t a i e  ‘p l e j t s l a t u n

S en ate
Committee on

C h a r l i e  P a r r ,  Chairman T e r r y  S t im son , V ice -Cha irman 
V ic  F is c h e r
Mike c o i i e t t a  Heal t d ,  Sduc&tior. &  So:i& l Services

P o u ch  V 
S t a t e  C apitol 

J u n e a u , A la s k a  99811
4 6 5 - 4 9074 6 5 - 4 9 0 8

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senate HESS Committee Members
FROM: Rocky P lo tn ick Wpller
DATE: Apri l 3 ,  1981
RE: SB 237 - the Medical Pract ice Act

Dr. Kathleen Todd, M.D., would l i k e  to go on record opposing section 10 o f  SB 237. 
Section 10 is  on page 4 ,  l in e s  8 thru 19 and ra ises fees . Dr. Todd says that fees 
should not be ra ised because they w i l l  be rnd i rec t ly  passed on to pat ients .  She 
questions the s ta te ' s  need f o r  the iddit iona l money. Also, she fe e l s  the fee f o r  
inact ice renewals ( l i n e  18) w i l l  hurt small towns in Alaska. This is  because i t  
w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  doctors to f ind subst i tutes when they want to go on vacation. 
Persons with inact ive l icenses may not want to pay $200. to replace someone f o r  a month.

'A



s p l Z 7
•  JU N EA U . A LA S K A  0 9 001

-~>B FLAT FEE-
TOTAL FEE 520.00
^ l a t  fee c o v e r s :
I n i t i a l  v i s i t  
A L L  p r e n a t a l  v i s i t s  
D o c t o r s  c h a r g e  f o r  d e l i v e r y  
O f f i c e  v i s i t  f o r  6 w e e k  mothefe c h e c k

A L L  T A B  W O R K  IS E X T R A

In h o s p i t a l  c a r e  o f  the b a b y  7 5 * 0 0
C i r c u m c i s i o n  (if d e s i r e d )  56.00
10 d a y  b a b y  c h e c k  ( 3 r a e s i r e d )  2 4 . 0 0

A L L  I A B  W ' R K  IS E X T R A

F a r t i a l  p a y m e n t s  e a c h  m o n t h  a r e  r e q u i r e d  so t h a t  
the t o t a l  b a l a n c e  be pa i d  b y  the t i m e  o f  d e l i v e r y .
If O B  By  V i s i t  we r e q u i r e  the o f f i c e  v i s i t s ,  d e l i v e r y  
a n d  in h o s p i t a ?  c a r e  p a i d  b e f o r e  d e l i v e r y .

We a r e  in f a m i L y  p r a c t i c e  a n d  e n j o y  s e e i n g  the c h i l d r e n  
we d e l i v e r .  H o w e v e r  the c h o i c e  o f  w h e r e  to h a v e  w e l l  
b a b y  c a r e  is u p  to you.

If y o u  a r e  i n s u r e d  we n e e d  a c o m p l e t e d  i n s u r a n c e  
f o r m  f r o m  y o u  b e f o r e  the d e l i v e r y .  I n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  
w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  a n y  c h a r g e s  u n t i l  a i c e r  the d e l i v e r y ,  
so w o  w i l l  s u b m i t  the t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  c h a r g e s  a f t e r  
d e l i v e r y  if w e  h a v e  a form.

"IB BY V I S I T -
I n i t i a l  ,ri s i t  
E a c h  OB v i s i t  
D e l i v e r y
6 w e e k  m o t h e r  c h e c k  
10 d a y  b a b y  c h e c k  
In h o s p i t a l  b a b y  c a r e  
C i r c u m c i s i o n  (if d e s i r e d )

6 2 . 0 0  
2 0 . 0 0  
2 8 0 . 0 0  
2 0 . 0 0  24 • 00
7 5 . 0 0
5 6 . 0 0



Medical Board;
(3 )  a t  the request o f  the State Medical Board, conduct

/

invest igat ions based on complaints f i l e d  with the department or with 
the State Medical Board; and

(4 )  be d i r e c t l y  responsib le  and accountable to the State 
Medical Board, except that only the department has au tho r i ty  to 
terminate his employment.

- ?. -



Chris F. Dennis, MD
Chairman, Legislative Action Committee 

home - 3.6 Mile Gilmore Trail 
mail - SR 40512 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
phone: 546-3841

Donald E. Thieman, MD

President, Fairbanks Mtdical Association 

home - .2 Mile Steele Creek Road 
mail - 1001 Noble 

Fairbanks, Alaska 997C1 
phone: 456-6288

William F. Kinn, Md 

home - McGrath Road 
ail - 1919 Lathrop 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

phone: 456-7767

William H. Doolittle, MD 

home - 317 Bently Road 
mail - 1919 Lathrop 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

phone: 456-4^90

Roger F. Harding, MD 

home - 102 10th Ave. 
mall - same

Fairbanks, Alaska 59701 

phone 456-4659

Robert W. Taylor, MD 

mail - 1867 Airport Way 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

phone: 452-4690



April 6, 1981

Senator J a l r a r  K e r t tu la  
Pouch V
Juneau, AX 99811

Dear Senato r K e r t tu la ,
I  vould l i k e  to  re g is te r  my concerns with p o rtio n s  o f  two b i l l s  p resen tly  
under con s id e ra tion  by the Senate,
Regarding SB 237 " re la t in g  to  p ro fe s s ion a l lic en s in g  and to  the regu la tion  
o f  the p ra c t ic e  o f  mediciney Sec, 0 8 .6 4 .1 7 0  p rov ides th v t b i. th a s s is ta n ts  -  
c e r t i f i e d  l.'urse and /or la y  midwives oust be licensed  by the Medical Board .
Sec. C 8 .64 .250  contains no re fe rence nor p rov is ion s  f o r  tha p rac tice  o f 
C e r t i f ie d  Nurse Midwives. Sec. 0 8 .64 .369  in ap p rop ria te ly  il-low s the 
Medical 3oard to  be so le  determ inant o f the scope and p rac tice  o f  m id v i f t .y .
While th e  common g oa l o f h ea lth  p rov iders in  c h ild b ir th  i s  an outcome o f 
hea lthy nother and in fa n t ( s ) ,  the lic e n s in g  o f  b ir th  a s s is ta n ts  in th is  b i l l  
i s  im .p p rop ria te . I  submit th a t the ve.. c le  f o r  c o n tro l o f  sa id  "a ss is tan ts "  
can be c e re  exped itious and c le a r ly  defined in  the fo llow ing  manner,

1 . A ll b i r th  a s s is ta n ts  be C e r t i f ie d  Narse Midwives with completion 
o f an acc red ita ted  post-RN program o f m idw ifery.

2 . That the lic en su re  o f  C e rt ifie d  Nurse Midwives be the re s p o n s ib i li ty
o f  the Board o f  Nursing in  an amcended Nurse P rac tic e  Act NOT the

. Medical P ra c tic e  Act.
3 . That the re la t io n sh ip  o f the  C e r t i f ie d  Nurse Midwife ana the 

superv is ing  physician be a c o lla b o ra t io n  betueen the Medical Board 
and the Nursing Board.

In  con: ae ra tion  o f  the **•*•. above, ? T “ '8  " re la t in g  tc the p rac tice  o f 
n u r s in g . . . "  does no t address i t : .  ^  «o the p rac tic e  o r c e rt ific a t io n  o f  
Nurse Midwives -  on onerous ommissiwr. 1
I t  is  cy  conv ic tion  that the p rac tic e  o f b i r th  a s s is ta n ts  (exc luding p rec ip itou s
b ir th s ) be lim ite d  to th a t o f  C e rt ifie d  Nurse Midwives. I  urge you to 
support amendments to both Acts th a t v i l l  speak to  th is  sp ec ia lized  area o f  
nursing p ra c tic e  in  a manner that recogn izes the separate and concomittant 
p ra c tic e  oCi nu rs ing  and p rac tice  o f  medicine.

S in c e re ly ,

Jennie Lee Schrage, PN 
SRA Box 6647 
Palmer, AK 99645

cc Gov. Hammond 
Sen. P a rr

Sen. F iacher
Sen. K e ll; 
Helen leirneSen. S tinson 

Sen. C o lle ta



J u l i a  C. f< G r e g  B. A r e h a r t  
S R A  37 2 N
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 7  
(907) 3 4 5 - 2 2 IS

A p r i l  4, 1981

S e n a t o r  C h a r l e s  P a r r
C h a i r m a n  of the S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  

a nd S o c i a l  S e r v i d e s  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  ('J801

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Parr;

M y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I are c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  S e n a t e  Bill z37, in 
p a r t i c u l a r  the c l a u s e  that st a t e s  the S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  shall 
a u t h o r i z e  w h o  c a n  a s s i s t  at c h i l d b i r t h s .  It s e e m s  to i m p l y  th a t  o n l y  
a p h y s i c i a n  or m e d i c a l l y  l i c e n s e d  n u r s e  can, and m ust, a s s i s t  a bi r t h .
W e  are a p p a l l e d  at the i g n o r a n c e  s h o w n  b y  the m e r e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  
s u c h  a c l a u s e  in our Senate.

T h e r e  are t h o s e  of us w h o  do n o t  b e l i e v e  in m e d i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  
e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  or o t h e r  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  or b e c a u s e  of 
p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e .  I h a v e  h a d  the m i s f o r t u n e  of  h a v i n g  b e e n  x n j u r e d  b y  
d o c t o r s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  c u r e d  by them, d u r i n g  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  o f  t r e a t­
men t s .  I h a v e  t u r n e d  to o t h e r  m e t h o d s  o f  h e a l t h  care, w i t h  b e t t e r  
r e s u l t s .  T h e r e  is s i m p l y  no p o s s i b i l i t y  I w i l l  a l l o w  a m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  
to a t t e n d  my d e l i v e r y  w h e n  I give b i r t h .  If y o u r  bill p a s s e s ,  w i t h  
t h a t  s p e c i f i c  c l a u s e ,  I wi l l  t h e r e f o r e  e i t h e r  w i l l i n g l y  b r e a k  the law 
by h a v i n g  m y  h u s b a n d  or a m i d w i f e  a s s i s t  my d e l i v e r y  at h ome, or I 
w i l l  be f o r c e d  to d e l i v e r  c o m p l e t e l y  alo n e ,  w i t h o u t  e v e n  my h u s b a n d  
a s s i s t i n g ,  ju s t  to a v o i d  b r e a k i n g  the law.

I a m  a p p a l l e d  that y o u  t h i n k  p a r e n t s  s h o u l d  not be a l l o w e d  to 
m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  d e c i s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  the b i r t h  of t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  Y o u  
ar c  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  we, the m e n  and w o m e n  of this s t a t e ,  arc too s t u p i d  
to take c a r e  of o u r s e l v e s  in the ca s e  o f  s o m e t h i n g  as n a t u r a l  and 
h e a l t h y  as c h i l d b i r t h .  M a y  I r e m i n d  you, we, the h u m a n  race, h a v e  b e e n  
g i v i n g  b i r t h  w i t h o u t  the ’help' of d o c t o r s  f o 7 * a l l  o f  h i s t o r y  u n t i l  the 
last c e n t u r y .  Y o u  a r c  n o w  f o r c i n g  the d o c t o r s  a n d  n u r s e s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  
p a r t i c u l a i  b e l i e f s  a n d  w a y s ,  up o n  us, t h i n k i n g  y o u  k n o w  l e t t e r  t h a n  we 
do w h o  s h o u l d  h e l p  us d u r i n g  d e l i v e r y .  I find this p r e s u m p t u o u s  of  you, 
a n d  I'm q u i t e  f r a n k l y  t i r e d  of b e i n g  to l d  w h a t  to do, w h e n  to do it, w i t h  
w h o m ,  a n d  b e i n g  f o r c e d  to pay t h r o u g h  the n o s e  too - b e c a u s e  the g o v e r n -  
m e n t  t h i n k s  it k n o w s  w h a t ' s  best for me. B e c a u s e  of y o u r  p o s i t i o n  of p o w e r ,  
S e n a t o r  Parr, y o u  m u s t  be c a r e f u l  not to a b u s e  us; w e  arc tlie v i c t i m s  if 
y o u  a b u s e  y o u r  po w e r .  I find it n o t  o n l y  a b u s i v e ,  b u t  a b s u r d ,  that you 
p r e s u m e  to tell me h o w  to live my life.

Y o u  mu s t  be c o m p l e t e l y  u n a w a r e  of the r e s e a r c h  that has b e e n  
d o n e  c o n c e r n i n g  h o m e b i r t h ,  m i d w i f e r y ,  a n d  n a t u r a l  c h i l d b i r t h  as o p p o s e d  +»



h o s p i t a l  or p h y s i c i a n - a t t e n d e d  bi r t h s .  The f a c ts  c l e a r l y  s h o w  that it 
is M o r e  d a n g e r o u s  to giv e b i r t h  in a h o s p i t a l  t h a n  at home. M y  b i g g e s t  
c o n c e r n  is ior tiie h e a l t h  of  the  ba by, t a k i n g  p r e c e d e n t  o v e r  m y  c o n c e r n  
for b r e a k i n g  th e law in this c a se , and so I w o u l d  l o g i c a l l y  c h o o s e  h o n e -  
b i r t h ,  w i t h  m y h u s b a n d  a n d / o r  a in'dwif< a s s i s t i n g ,  o v e r  y o u r  p r e s c r i b e d  
p h y s i c i a n - a t t e n d e d  d e l i v e r y ,  fo r s a f e t y  r e a s o n s  al on e.  Yo u  t h i n k  y o u r  
bil l  w i l l  p r o t e c t  us and  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,'but i t ^ i l l  do the o p p o s i t e  by 
p o s i n g  a h e a l t h  ha z a r d !  I c a n  r e f e r  y o u  to o n e  s p e c i f i c  b o o k  to r e a d  on 
the s u b j e c t  of s a f e t y  in h o m c b i r t h s  v e r s u s  h o s p i t a l  b i r t h s :  I m m a c u l a t e  
D e c e p t i o n  by S u z a n n e  A rm s.  If y o u  have not r e a d  it, t h e n  y e u  h a v e  no  
r i g h t  to be m a k i n g  d e c i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  h o n e b i r t n s  v e r s u s  h o s p i t a l  
b i r t h s .

It s e e m s  a n o t h e r  fact  lias not o c c u r r e d  to you, c o n c e r n i n g  
the s i t u a t i o n  s p e c i f i c  to A l a s k a .  M a n y  w o m e n  in the busli w i l l  be  u n a b l e  
to g et  to a h o s p i t a l ,  or h a v e  an a u t h o r i z e d  a t t e n d a n t  at t h e i r  d e l i v e r y ,  
due to th e i s o l a t i o n  a n d  i m m e n s e  d i s t a n c e s  in  the bu sh. S u p p o s e  the o n l y  
p e r s o n  a v a i l a b l e  to h e l p  a w o m a n  in l a b o r  is a l a y  m i d w i f e ?  S u p p o s e  the 
o n l y  p e r s o n  is the w o m a n ’s h u s b a n d ?  Do y o u a c t u a l l y  p l a n  to f i n e  e i t h e r  
of t h e m  S 5 0 - S 1 0 0 , or p u n i s h  t h e m  10-90 days in j a i l,  for h e l p i n g  a 
f r i e n d  o r w i f e ?  If so, yo u lo«?e my r e s p e c t  c o m p l e t e l y .  Not  o n l y  has 
c o m m o n  se ns e,  b u t  a l s o  the Ch i s t i a n  s p i r i t  and t o l e r a n r c ,  b e e n  
t o t a l l y  lost in our u n f e e l i n g ,  u n t h i n k i n g  g o v e r n m e n t .

We a s k  yo u to p l e a s e  d r o p  this c l a u s  f r o m  S e n a t e  Bill #237. 
T h a n k  you.

S i n c e r e l y ,

J u l i a  C. A r e h a r t  
G r e g  B. A r c h a r t



April 1951

S e n a t o r  C h a r l e i  P a r r

C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  99801

So  n o r  C h a r l e s  P a r r .

A g a i n ,  m o r e  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  ar.d c o n t r o l  o v e r  the p e o p l e  of 

A l a s k a !  W h e n  w i l l  it s t o p !  I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  to B ill £ 2 37.

1 c a n  n o t  see a n y  r e a s o n s  t h a t  w a r r a n t  this B i ll: t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  no  

p r o b l e m s ,  no a b u s e  of the e x i s t i n g  laws. T o  the c o n t r a r y  m a n y  A l a rk a n s  

h a v e  t h a n k f u l l y  f e l t  a nd e x e r c i s e d  t h e i r  f r e e d o m  to g i v e  b i r t h  to t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  w h e r e  a n d  w i t h  w h o m  t h e y  p e r s o n a l l y  h a v e  c h o s e n .  A n d  I 

e m p h a s i z e  that we  a r e  t h a n k f u l  for t h i s  f r ee d o m .  A f r e e d o m  t hat is 

b y  r i g h t s  o u rs; '.omcthing t h a t  is b e i n g  c o n v e n i e n t l y  f o r g o t t e n  by m a n y  

p e o p l e  in d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  p o s i t i o n s .

G i v i n g  b i r t h  to a bab> is a v e r y  p e r s o n a l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  i m p o r t a n t ,  a n d  

e x c i t i n g  h a p p e n i n g  in o u r  lives, a n d  very, v e r y  n a t u r a l .  It is n ot a 

m e d i c a l  c r i s e s .  It doe s  n o t  w a r r a n t  m e d i c a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  e x c e p t  in 

v e r y  f e w  i n s t a n c e s ,  a n d  t h o s e  are n c r r a l l y  p r e d i c t e d  far b e f o r e  the 

ti m e  of b i r t h .

It is n ot w i t h  b r a v e r y ,  b u t  w i t h  f a ct, thrt ! s a y  t h e r e  is far m o r e  

p h y s i c a l  as well as  e m o t i o n a '  t r a u m a  that o c c u r s  w h e n  r. w o m a n  is p l a c e d  

in a s t e r i l e ,  r e s t r i c t e d ,  m e d i c a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o r i e n t e d  e n v i r o n m e n t .

P l e a s e , r e a d  the m o s t  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s .  T h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  FACT.

S e c o n d  to the e m o t i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e ,  b u t  d e f i n i t e l y  a n o t h e r  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  

a s p e c t  to this B i l l ,  is t h e  a d d e d  c o s t  that, p e o p l e  wil l  be r e q u i r e d  to 

p a y  b e c a u s e  of th e  s t i p u l a t i o n s  of t h e  Bill. C o u l d  it e n d  up that w o m e n  

in the b u s h  be r e q u i r e d  to  t r a v e l  a w a y  fro n  t he i r  f a m i l y  a n d  h o m e  just 

b e c a u s e  t h e r e  is n o  one a u t h o r i z e d  to a s s i s t  in t h e ! - b i r t h  in t h e i r  

local a r e a ?  A g a i n ,  the e m o t i o n a l ,  b t a l s o  the co't of t!:< t r a v e l ,  r.s 

w e l l  as  th e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  of the " a u t h o r i z e d "  p e r s o n . . .  Is the s t a t e  

w i l l i n g  to pay for t h ese a d d e d  cost :ra t  t h e y  arc r e q u i r i n g  of the p e o p l e  

1 w o u l d  t h i n k  so b e i n g  t h a t  it Is n e c z u f i  of the s t a t e  that the p e o p l e  

a r e  h a v i n g  :o s p e n d  m o re.

S e n a t o r  r a r r ,  s t o p  a n d  th in k* Kea i l y ,  t.-.ore i s n o  r e a s o n  or n e e d  or  want 

of t his S i l l  723 7  by  the p e o p l e  o: A l a s k a ,  Do N O T  let it go a n y  f u r t h e r .



Arril 2nd^ 1981 
Talkeetr.a, Alaska

Senator Charles Parr, Chairman
Senate Health, Educatior and Social Services Committee f
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Senator Farr,

It has come to our attention that on March 4th, 1981 Senate Bill #237 was 
submitted to the Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee.

In a rural state (which most of Alaska qualifies as being) it seems absurd 
as not every bush village can possibly have a physician and it it insensi­

tive to require pregant women in such areas to leave their hemes at a time 

when they need the support of their husbands and families. Also the bill ' 
goes against our basic human lights, telling us who we have to have present. 

It has been proven that heme births arc actually safer than those Xr hos­

pitals and also the price of a doctor and hospital ar almost beyond the 
reach of many of the bush people.

Would you consider having a local teleconference on the bill; so those in- 

tered in giving imput could do so? And could you notify us of such a tele­
conference in advance? Our phone number is 733-2418 and my voter regis­

tration number is 00021022,

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Talkeetna, Alaska 99676
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A p r i l  2, 1981 
372 S h a w  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4

Mr. P a r r

S e n a t e  H e a lth, E d u c a t i o n  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  Mr. Parr:

I a m  v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  in the S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 237 w h i c h  
w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  on M a r c h  4, 1981. T h e  p a r t  I m o s t  d i s a g r e e  
w i t h  is the r e f e r e n c e  to a s s i s t i n g  at c h i l d b i r t h  a n d  
l a b e l i n g  c h i l d b i r t h  as a m e d i c a l  p r o c e d u r e .

I b e l i e v e  th a t  c h i l d b i r t h  is a " w e l l "  p r o c e s s  a n d  n o t  a 
p a t h o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n .  P. e g n a n c y / c h i l d b i r t h  is n o t  a 
h u m a n  a i l m e n t  a n d  s h o u l d  not be l a b e l l e d  as s u c h  in any 
l a w .

I feel homebi.rth a t t e n d a n t s  h a v e  a n e c e s s a r y  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e  
p l a c e  as an o p t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  to A l a s k a n s  to h e l p  s a t i s f y  
t h e i r  h e a l t h  care n e e d s .  P a r e n t s  h a v e  the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
r i g h t  to c h o o s e  w h e r e  a n d  w i t h  w h o m  t h e y  c h o o s e  to gi v e  
b i r t h  to t h e i r  child. We d e s e r v e  to h a v e  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o i c e  
c o n c e r n i n g  b i r t h  p l a c e  and a t t e n d a n t .  P a r e n t s  can be  a n d  
a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  for g e t t i n g  g o o d  p r e n a t a l  c a r e  and s c r e e n i n g  
a n d  h a v e  the r i g h t  to the o p t i o n  of  a h o m e b i r t h  a t t e n d e d  
b y  o t h e r  th a n  a p h y s i c i a n .

I r e q u e s t  a t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  h e r e  in A n c h o r a g e  p r i o r  to the 
c o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  in J u n e a u .  T h e r e  are e n o u g h  p e o p l e  h e r e  
w h o  w o u l d  w a n t  to b e  i n v o l v e d  in this to s h a r e  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  
o n  th i s  s u b j e c t .

S i n c e r e l v .

C h a r l e n e  C o l l e t t - P a u l e



C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  '.ducaticr.. a n d  S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 801

Senator Charles Parr

S e n a t o r  C h a r l e s  Parr,

A g a i n ,  m o r e  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and c o n t r o l  o v e r  the p e o p l e  of 

A l a s k a !  W h e n  wil l  it stop! I ' m  r e f e r r i n g  to Bill £ 2 3 7 .

1 c a n  not see a n y  r e a s o n s  t h a t  w a r r a n t  this B i l l ;  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  no 

p r o b l e m s ,  no a b u s e  of the e x i s t i n g  l a ws. T o  the c o n t - a r y  m a n y  A l a s k a n s  

h a v e  t h a n k f u l l y  felt a n d  e x e r c i s e d  t h e i r  f r e e d o m  to g i v e  b i r t h  to t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  w h e r e  a nd w i t h  w h o m  t h e y  p e r s o n a l l y  h a v e  c h o s e n .  A n d  I 

e m p h a s i z e  tha t  we a r e  t h a n k f u  1 tor t h i s  f r e e d o m .  A f r e e d o m  that is 

b y  r i g h t s  o u r s ;  s o m e t h i n g  t hat is b e i n g  c o n v e n i e n t l y  f o r g o t t e n  b} m a n y  

p e o p l e  in d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  p o s i t i o n s .

G i v i n g  b i r t h  to a b a b y  is a v e r y  p e r s o n a : ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  i m p o r t a n t ,  a n d  

e x c i t i n g  h a p p e n i n g  in o ur l i v e s ,  ar.d very, v e r y  n a t u r a l .  It is not a 

m e d i c a l  c r i s e s .  It d o e s  not w a r r a n t  m e d i c a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  e x c e p t  in 

v e r y  few i n s t a n c e s ,  a n d  t h o s e  arc n o r m a l l y  p r e d i c t e d  far b e f o r e  the 

t ;me of b i rth.

It is not w i t h  b r a v e r y ,  but w i t h  f a ct, that I s ay t h e r e  is far m o r e  

p h y s i c a l  as w e l l  as e m o t i o n a l  t r a u m a  that o c c u r s  w h e n  e w o m a n  is p l a c e d  

in a s t e r i l e ,  r e s t r i c t e d ,  m e d i c a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o r i e n t e d  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

P l e a s e , r e a d  th e  most r e c e n t  s t u d i e s .  T h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  FACT.

S e c o n d  to the e m o t i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e ,  b ut d e f i n i t e l y  a n o t h e r  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  

a s p e c t  to t his Bill, is the a d d e d  cost that p e o p l e  w i l l  be r e q u i r e d  to 

p a y  b e c a u s e  of the s t i p u l a t i o n s  of t he Bill. C o u l d  it e n d  up  tha t  w o m e n  

ir. the b u s h  be r e q u i r e d  to t r a v e l  a w a y  from t h e i r  f a m i l y  a n d  h o m e  Just 

b e c a u s e  l icre is no o n e  a u t h o r i z e c  to a s s i s t  in t h e i r  b i r t h  in t h e i r  

local a r e a 7  A g a i n ,  t h e  e m o t i o n a l ,  bu: a lso the c o m  of  the f r c v e ! ,  as 

w e l l  ns the a d d i t i o n a l  cost of the " a u t h o r i z e d "  p e r s o n . . .  Is the s t a t e  

w i l l i n g  to p a y  for t h e s  ■ a d d e d  cos* t h a t  t h e y  a rc r e q u i r i n g  o! t he p e o p l e ?  

1 w o u l d  t h i n k  so  b e i n g  that it is b e c a u s e  of the s t al e  that ti e pet p i e  

a r e  h a v i n g  to s p e n d  mu re.

S e n a t o r  P a rr, s t o p  a n d  think. Jtea.lv. t h ere is no r e a s - n  or n e e d  or  w a n t  

of t h i s  Bill * 2 3 7  by t h e  p e o p l e  of A l a s k a .  T'o N O T  let it g o  a n y  f u r t h e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,





M r  P a r r
S e n a t e  H e a l t h .  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

Dear Nr. Parr:

I am a r e s i d e n t  of A n c h o r a g e  and a r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  here

Qf.-rnnorlv o b le ct to the r e v i s i o n  —

p ractice act in Bill 237 c o n c e r n i n g  " a s s i s t i n g  at c h i l d b i r t h . "

I had b o t h  of my childr en at home a t t e n d e d  b y  m y  husband.

I am a t t e n d i n g  births n o w  in A nc horage. Dr. E n d e r  of UAA has 

found in his r e s earch that 1 0 $  of b irths in the g r e a t e r  A n c h o r a g e  

area take place at home. No P h y s i c i a n  o^ c e r t i f i e d  nurse 

midwife will h e l p  at home*

I a m  a h i g h l y  q u a l i f i e d  b i r t h  attendant, but if this bill 

goes througn I will not be able to continue h e l p i n g  people 

and l e s s  skilled people will be a t t e n d i n g  these births. Home 

births will c o n t inue to happen. Most of my clie nts w o u l d  have 

their babies at home w i t h  or w i thout me.

T h i s  bill lnfrlfi?es on my r i g h t  of free choice a nd m a k e s  

birth a m e dical procedure. I a m  f u r i o u s  that this bill 

m ay pass due to alot of medical pressure and bucks b e h i n d  It.

I wish to be put on the m a i l i n g  list to be informed of 

a public h e a r i n g  and I request a teleconfe rence to be held 

In Anchorage.

S i n c e r e l y ,
Christine R u s h i n g
1403 E 27th Ave.
Anchorage, A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 ^



I luge y ou  to defeat this bill, it is an other power grab 
by the A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  Association. Ea c h p ro fe ssional  
gr oup wants to use l eg is lation to create its own monopoly.
The A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  has tried for years to 
control the entire ga u n tl et  of thf nealing arts. A n e w  
m ed i c al  board is set up. A n ew  b ur e au c ra c y is created.
A n e w  lever is hel d over the people. The  m ed ic r at s  
a lready have taken aw ay  from the people the right to 
d et e rm in e their choice  of treatment in m a n y  diseases, 
i n cl uding cancer.

E v e r y t h i n g  is done in the name of good. But not e v e r y­
thing is good. D e p r i v i n g  people of their freedom of 
choice is not good. W h a t  people need is educa ti on  so 
they will ma k e wis e choices, not a continuous stream of 
o ppress iv e legislation.

W h y  should m i d w i f e r y  be licensed by the state. It is a 
pra ctice that is as old as civilissation itself. In the 
18th ce ntu ry if it had not been for home de liveries we 
m ig h t none of us be here. The doctors were killing 
m o t h er s  by the th ousands with child bed fever. W h e n  one 
do ct or  told them how  to prevent it, they drove him out 
of town.

T e ac h  the people co rr ec t principles and let them g( vern 
themselves. *

'i/h J Y - b m .
Roport V. Pontius D.V.M,



M a r c h  1 9 , 1 9 8 1

Mr. Parr
S en a te  Health, E d u c a t i o n  and S o c i a l  Services 
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

G i n a  K a t k i n
1402 P r i m r o s e  St.
A nchorage, A l a s k a  99504

D e a r  Chairper so n:

It has come to my  a t t e n t i o n  that bill #237 has be e n s u b m i t t e d  
to the l e g i s l a t u r e  pertaining to  home births. I feel it ’-iportant 
that this b e  a p e r s o n a l  and rv. oon si bl e deci sion w i th in  a family, 
and is no pl ace for a legislati >e decision.

Both of my c h i l dr en  were b'rn  at home under r e s p o n s i b l e ,c o m­
petent care. Th is  de c is i on  was oar own and a d e t e r m i n e d  one. If y ou  
m a k e  it illegal for ed uc a te d  p e o p l e  to attend h o m e  births, fa m il i e s  
w i l l  be for ce d to take the b u r d e n  upon t he m se l v e s  w i t h o u t  any b i r t h  
a t t e n d a n t .

I have  the right as a w o m e n  not to be h o s p i t a l i z e d  to  give 
b i r t h  if I so choose. I am not sick whe n in labor, in fact bo th  birt h s 
w h e r e  h i gh l i g h t s  of my life. L a w s  or th^ -m edical p r o f e s s i o n  cannot 
t ak e  away m y  right to birth m y  children where I feel most c o m f o r t a b l e  
and safe w e a t h e r  it be in the home or hospital.

If we cant hav e b i rt h  a t t e n d a n t s  legally he lp  us, then c h a n g e  
the laws so that " n u r s e - m i d w i f e s "  can attend h o m e  b i r t h s  or m a k e  
l i c e n s i n g  for lay m i d w i f e s  available.

P l e a s e  give e v e r yo n e the right to be heard through  a t e l e c o n­
ference in A n c h o r ag e  and all o t h e r  comm un ti es t h r o ug h  out the s ta t e 
if po. siable.

D e e pe st  Sincerity,
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March 23, i9Sl

Senator Arliss Sturgulewski 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Sturgulewski,

I am writing to express my objection to bill SB 237 which would 
virtually outlaw home births in Alaska. I strongly believe women and 
men should have the choice of where their children are bom. Freedom 
of choice should exist.

I resent the implication i woman cannot weigh the pros and cons 
of such a personal, important moment.in her life and make a choice.
1 see no need for the Medical Board to usurp her right and make the 
choice for her.

Please let me know how you plan to vote on this bill as well as 
the one regarding cost of living allowances for retired school 
teachers.

For your information, I am a woman ot child bearing age and an 
educator.

Thank you for your time and service.

Nereida Talley
8121 Resurrection Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99504
907 333*8829 / 907 344-2501 x213

cc: Mr. Charles Anderson, State House 
Ms. Ramona Barnes, State House 
Governor Jay Hammond

^  /fr cKa-cCJ. 1 (0 ^ ,



TH E FOI LOWING D O C U H EN T(S )  HAY NOT F U J I  
L E G IB L Y  BECAUSE O F  POOR Q U A L IT Y  O F  TH E  
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T H E  P R E C E D IN G  DOCUM ENT(S) MAY NOT F IL M  
L E G IB L Y  BECAUSE O F  POOR Q UA LITY  O F  T H E  
O R IG IN A L .
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INTERNAL MEDICINE
WILLIAM H DOOLITTLE. M.D F.A.C.P. JEFFREY A. PARTNOW. M.D
■nTtHM IU  M t U I U N t .  M t M A I O L U U Y  N U N C U L U U Y

r-V—____  11 1/101i c i/ iu a i i  x * , J.7UX
J. MICHAEL CARROLL. M.D.
INTERNAL MEOICINE A AVIATION MEDICINEDAVID S. GRAUMAN. M.D.

Senator Charles Parr 

Pouch V
Juneau, AK 9981 

Dear Senator Parr:

I am sorry that I was unable to see you last weekend in Juneau, but Medical 
Board disciplinary actions ended up consuming my entire stay.

I am writing to express my personal approval, as well as the unanimous approval 

of the State Medical Board, for proposed revisions to the Medical Practice Act. 

These are to be submitted oy the Governor and do not yet possess a Senate or 

House Bill Number. However, the Department of Law file number for the Bill f
is J-7/*-066-081. It is the feeling of the Board that these statutory reforms 

allow for much improved flexibility in the supervision of medical quality 

control in the State of Alaska and will yield better protection for *he medical 
consumers of the state.

I assume that due to the nature of the Bill, it will pass through the Senate 

Health, Education, and Social Services Committee.

The legislation, as currently written, is favored heavily by the Board. However, 
a few deletions have been made from last session's incarnation. As you recall, 
t h e jiill last year was passed by both House and Senate, though in slightly » 

dlfterenc rorms. As a result, it ended up getting lost in the siiutti'e of bhe I 
close of the Session, and was never passed into law.~ In both vcrsionsTTtrc— * 

'Board was granted an executive officer position as well as the services of 
a designated investigator. Since the Boarc has a relatively large backlog of 

investigations (33 cases as of last weekend), the need for an investigator who 
is "detailed" to the Medical Board is obvious. Some of these cases would 

appear to be relatively serious, and ought to be handled expeditiously.

As regards the executive officer position, the Medical Board feels that it 

is in need of cxecu.ivc support. A number of other Boards already have such 
a position (Real Estate Board, Nursing Board, etc.) and due to the life and 

death nature of much 'f the Board's work, this seems to me to be a reasonable 

request. Currently, our executive support comes from a licensing examiner 

within the Division of Occupational Licensing, and she is churgcd with the 
oversight of three or four other Boards as well. Historically, wo have had 

a problem with the fact that licensing examiners frequently change from one 
Board to another, or leave the Division entirely, thus resulting in a losa 

of continuity and relatively long "startup time" for a new examiner. During 
this period of time, Board actions are delayed, priorities ohuffled, and 

all manner of things seem to "fall between the cracks".
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As I  mentioned to you p re v iou s ly , the f i s c a l note approving the estab lishment 
o f the executive d ire c to r  p c s it ion  was approved during the la s t  Session , though 
the B i l l  i t s e l f  d id not qu ite  make i t  in to  s ta tu te . The funds were apprnvpd. 
but were returned to the General Fund. H ope fu lly , th is  would make the p o s it ion s  
"o ld  p o s it io n *11 and thus le s s  suscep tib le  to re d lin in g . I t  has been the p o s it io n  
o f  the Governor’ s O ff ic e , and th e re fo re  o f  Occupational L icensing , that no new
p o s i t i : .— -------- l . .  Lc jic^ueaued th is  yea r, hence, th e ir  d e le tion  from the cu rren t
le g i s la t io n . I  have spoken with the Governor's O ffic e  and have been informed 
that i t  i s  "p robab ly u n lik e ly "  that the proposed le g is la t io n  would be vetoed 
simply because i t  es tab lished  these p o s it io n s .
T he re fo re , I  would re s p e c t fu l ly  request that your Committee consider the add ition  
o f  an amendment to the proposed le g is la t io n  au th o riz in g :
A. An Executive O ff ic e r  fo r  the Medical Board. This person would serve a t the 

p leasu re o f  the Board, though he would be employed by Occupational L icensing .
B. A designated in v e s t ig a to r fo r  Medical Board fu n c tion s , a^ong with app rop ria te 

support s e rv ic e s .
I  am uncerta in  as to  the ac tu a l cost that would have to be amended in  a F isc a l 
Note fo r  th is , but I  suspect that the D iv is ion  o f Occupational Licensing ought 
to  be ab le to prepare i t  r e la t i v e ly  q u ick ly .
In  any event, I  suspect that i t  would probably prove le s s  than $100,000 annually 
and 1 fe e l th is  would be a good va lue fo r  the S ta te .
1 have one other matter which I would like to bring to your attention. The 

State Nursing Board is currently seeking a revision of the Nurse Practice Act.
In general, the Medical Board has no problems with the legislation which 

they are proposing, however, it should be noted that the Nursing Board is 

attempting by statute to remove the Medical Board from all authority regarding 

advanced nurse practitioners. These are nurses with advanced training who 

perform acta of medical diagnosis and treatment independently, under a col­

laborative relationship with a physician. It is the position of the Medical 
Board that since their practice constitutes areas within the "practice of 
medicine" that the Medical Board should continue to b c ^ l f w o ^ y j  in their 

licensing and approval. Our current role is to examine^tlhf proposed col­
laborative relationship and the Board feels that this is an appropriate level 
at which to be involved.

Thank you for any consideration which you can afford in these matters. If 

there is anyone else with whom I should be corresponding, please let me know. 
Hopefully, I will make it back to Juneau one of thcuc days and will be able to

t

cc Evelyn Boone



B A Z E L E Y  A N D  H A R R IN G T O N
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

AN A SSO C IA T IO N  O F P R O FES S IO N A L CO R PO R A TIO N S

J U C IT H  J BA’ E _ E Y  M a r c h  26 , 1 9 8 1  3 4 0  C  S T R E E T . S U IT E  201
K A T H LEEN  HARP.INOTON AN CH O RA G E. A LA SK A  B9501

T ELEP H O N E (9 0 7 ) 2 7 2 .B S B 1

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l e s  P a r r  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r
H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

RE: S e n a t e  B i l l  ^ 2 3 7 - H o m e  B i r t h

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P a r r :

I h a v e  r e c e n t l y  l e a r n e d  t hat, w i t h  t h e  
a s s i s t a n c e  o f  G o v e r n o r  H a m m o n d ,  S e n a t e  B i l l  #237 h a s  
b e e n  s u b m i t t e d  a n d  r o u t e d  t o  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  for p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g s  a n d  c o m m e n t .

I a m  c o m p l e t e l y  o p p o s e d  t o  t h i s  a t t e m p t  
to r e g u l a t e  h o m e  c h i l d b i r t h  b y  c a t e g o r i z i n g  t h o s e  w h o  
m i g h t  a s s i s t  at  a h o m e  b i r t h  as  s o m e h o w  e n g a g i n g  in the 
p r a c t i c e  o f  m e d i c i n e .

I f e e l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  h o m e  b i r t h  is
an a r e a  to  w h i c h  t h e  r i g h t  o f  p r i v a c y  a t t a c h e s  a n d
c e r t a i n l y ,  in  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  m o t h e r s  a n d  f a t h e r s  s h o u l d  
h a v e  a f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e  to b i r t h  t h e i r  b a b i e s  
at h o m e  w i t h o u t  the u n n e c e s s a r y  i n t r u s i o n  of the S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a  a n d  c e r t a i n  m e m b e r s  o f  the m e d i c a l  c o m m u n i t y .

I b e l i e v e  it t o  be c o m p l e t e l y  u n n e c e s s a r y  
for the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  to p r e v e n t  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  
w i t h  the h o m e  b i r t h  p r o c e s s  f r o m  a s s i s t i n g  t h o s e  o f  us w h o  
c h o o s e  t o  h a v e  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a t  home. I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
it is u n n e c e s s a r y  to r e q u i r e  t h e s e  h o m e  b i r t h  a t t e n d a n t s  
to s u b m i t  t o  s o m e  l o n g  a n d  c o s t l y  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  b e f o r e
t h e y  c a n  l e g a l l y  a s s i s t  in a ho m e b i r t h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n
t h o s e  h o m e  b i r t h  a t t e n d a n t s  w h o m  I k n o w  h a v e  h a d  p r a c t i c a l  
e x p e r i e n c e  in t h i s  p r o c e s s  f o r  ye a r s .



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l e s  P a r r  
M a r c h  26, -1981 
P a c e  T w o

I b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s s u e  is i m p o r t a n t  e n o u g h  to 
r e q u i r e  a c o n f e r e n c e  h e r e  in  A n c h o r a g e  w i t h  y o u  a n d  o t h e r  
m e m b e r s  o f  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e .

T h a n k  you for your time and a t t e n t i o n  to this
' m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

K K :k p c



ALASKA CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC 
A rnOPEi'SION'AI. COnrOHATION 

MILE 7Vi OLI) S E W A R D  HIGHWAY 
P.O. BOX 10033 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 00311

T t u r a o w i  (0 0 7 )  8 4 4-1 30 1
Dr. Keith L. Hediger,D,C,

March 27, 1981

Senator Charles Parr 

Chairman
Senate Health, Education & Social Services Committee 

Pouch V
Juneau, AK. 99801

Dear Senator:
Bill #237, introduced on 3/4/81, is a very serious offense against basic 

human rights. It is truly a sad state of affairs to see this issue become 

political. The injustice will be inflicted upon your voting population.

I would like to see you do all that you can do within your realm of 

power to prevent the enactment of the breach of privileges in our fine 

state.

Thank vou.

Yours for better health, naturally,

Keith L. Hediger, D.C.

JO C

KLH/pm

i



March 2 3 .  1981

S e n a t o r  C h a r l e s  Parr, C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  &  S o c i a l  

S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1  

S e n a t o r i

As a c i t i z e n  a n d  v o t e r  in the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  I am  w r i t i n g  
to v o i c e  m y  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  # 2 3 7 .

I a m  c u r r e n t l y  t e a c h i n g  p r e p a r e d  c h i l d b i r t h  c l a s s e s  f o r  
C h r i s t i a n  C h i l d b i r t h  E d u c a t i o n  in A n c h o r a g e  and h a v e  
t a u g h t  c h i l d b i r t h  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  T h e  
c l a s s e s  I h a v e  i n s t r u c t e d  a r e  g e a r e d  f o r  h o s p i t a l  d e l i v e r i e s  
b u t  I a l s o  h a v e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  a n t i c i p a t i n g  a h o m e  b i r t h .

T h e  b i r t h  e x p e r i e n c e  of e a c h  p e r s o n  I h a v e  m e t  is so 
i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  I b e l i e v e  e a c h  s h o u l d  h? ve c h o i c e s  in 
p l a n n i n g  the b i r t h  of t h e i r  child. A l t h o u g h  I d o  n o t  
p r o m o t e  h o m e  b i r t h ,  I do  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th i s  ty p e  of 
l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  d e n y  t h e  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  c h i l d b i r t h  
s h o u l d  be. P e o p l e  w h o  c h o o s e  h o m e  b i r t h  n e e d  s u p p o r t .  
L e g i s l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t y p e  is n o t  g o i n g  to d e c r e a s e  h o m e  
b i r t h s  - or.ly d e c r e a s e  a. y  type o f  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  at  
t h e s e  b i r t h s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

P a u l a  M. F r e y
3 ^ 3 0  K v i c h a k  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  995 J2 907- 3U U - O U I 5
V o t e r  Reg. 0 O 1 6 U 6 5 7 9
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M a r c h  25* l ^ k l

Mr. p a r r
S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  y ^ S l l  

D e a r  Mr. P a r r :

1 a m  w r i t i n g  in r e g a r d  to S e n a t e  B i l x  #/237, s p e c i f i c a l l y  the s e c t i o n  
. i i m i t i n g  c h i l d b i r t h  a t t e n d a n t s  to t h e s e  w h o  a r e  l i c e n s e d  by  the S t a t e  
of A l a s k a .  Th i s  p h r a s e  o b v i o u s l y  e f f e c t i v e l y  e l i m i n a t e s  m o s t  ho m e  
b i r t h s  in A l a s k a .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I fee^. the S t a t e  h a s  no  r i g h t  to i n t e r­
f e r e  in  a w o m a n ' s  c h o i c e  of w h e r e  or u n d e r  w h a t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  she 
w i s h e s  to g i v e  b i r t h  to h e r  b a b y .  Th i s  i n f r i n g e s  o n  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  
o f  b o t h  m o t h e r  a n d  baby.

I a m  n e a r l y  e i g h t  m o n t h s  p r e g n a n t  m y s e l f  a n d  a m  c h o o s i n g  h o m e  birth.
I a m  a g a i n s t  a l l  d r u g s  t h a t  a r e  R O U T I N E L Y  a n d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  
i n  the h o s p i t a l .  T h e y  c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  h e l p  the b a b y  a n y  in s t a r t i n g  
o u t  h i s / h e r  d i f f i c u l t  life. H o s p i t a l  b i r t h s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  d i s r u p t  
the b o n d i n g  p r o c e s s  so i m p o r t a n t  in e a r l y  iife, d i s r u p t  f a m i l i e s  CAr*e 
we r e a l l y  t r y i n g  to p r e s e r v e  the f a m i l y  u n i t  a n y m o r e  T J , a n d  c a u s e  
u n n e c e s s a r y  s t r e s s  a n d  p a i n  o n  b o t h  the m o t h e r  a n d  the baby. I 
w o u l d n ' t  e v e n  c o n s i d e r  h a v i n g  m y  b a b y  c o m e  i n t o  the w o r l d  in  s u c h  a 
s t e r i l e ,  t r a u m a t i c  a t m o s p h e r e  u n l e s s  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y ,  s u c h  as in 
a n  e m e r g e n c y .  C h i l d b i r t h  is a n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s ,  n o t  a n  i l l n e s s .

Thf; p r o b l e m  is t h a t  t h o s e  of u s  w h o  c h o o s e  h o m e  b i r t h  d o  n o t  h a v e  
r e a l  b a c k - u ;  f r o m  the h o s p i t a l s  a n d  d o c t o r s  th e r e .  F r o m  m y  e x p e r i­
e n c e s  w i t h  f r i e n d s ,  it sterns t h a t  o f t e n  a b r o k e n  l e g  or o t h e r  e m e r­
g e n c y  is t r e a t e d  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t l y  t h a n  a l a b o r i n g  m o t h e r  w i t h  c o m­
p l i c a t i o n s  w h c  h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  p l a n n e d  a h o m e  birth. I n s t e a d  of t h a t  
p o r t i o n  of S e n a t e  B i l l  # 2 3 7  b e i n g  e v e n  c o n s i d e r e d ,  the m e d i c a l  
p r o f e s s i o n  n e e d s  to u p g r a d e  i t s  s k i l l s  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i n g  e f f o r t s  
w i t h  h o m e  b i r t h  a t t e n d a n t s  to e n s u r e  i m m e d i a t e  and e f f i c i e n t  e m e r­
g e n c y  ca r e  in  the e v e n t  of c o m p l i c a t i o n s .  I t ' s  n o t  t h a t  the w o m e n  
d o n ' t  g e t  to the h o s p i t a l ;  i t ' s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n  n o t  g i v e n  
i m m e d i a t e  h e l p  w h e n  t h e y  a r r i v e  a n d  t h a t  the c a r e  g i v e n  is l e e s  th a n  
p r o f e s s i o n a l .  P e r h a p s  the d o c t o r s  are s e e i n g  d o l l a r  b i l l s  s l i p  
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  i n s t e a d  o f  s e e i n g  a p a t i e n t  i n  need.

F o r  A l a s k a  to ta k e  a s t e p  b a c k w a r d s  w h e n  m a n y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a r e  o p e n i n g  
m o r e  d o o r s  to h o m e  b i r t h  and n a t u r a l  h e a l i n g  p r a c t i c e s  is a b s u r d  and 
e m b a r r a s s i n g .  T w o  s t u d i e s  r e c e n t l y  c o m p l e t e d  i n  the E a s t e r n  U . S .  
s h e w  h o m e  b i r t h  to bo a s  safe a3, a n d  i n  some i n s t a n c e a ,  s a f e r  t h a n  
h o s p i t a l  b i r t h s .  1 s u g g e s t  the l e g i s l a t u r e  l o c k  i n t o  t h ese s t u d i e s ,  
a 3 t h e y  w e r e  b o t h  r a t h e r  lar e scale. I d o n ' t  w a n t  tc s u g g e s t  t h a t  
a n y o n e  c a n  d e l i v e r  a baby, b u t  it c e r t a i n l y  d o e s  n o t  n o r m a l l y  r e q i r e  
a n  k . D .  A  t r a i n e d ,  q u a l i f i e d  m i d w i f e  cr  n a t u r o p a t h  is w e l i - e q u i p p e d  
w i t h  K n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l  to h a n d l e  he m e  b i r t h s .

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I ar. a p r o f e s s i o n a l  in the f i e x c  cf p s y c h o l o g y  a n d  u n d e r­
s t a n d  the n e e o  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  b u t  l e t ' s  

n o t  o v e r s t e p  the b o u n d s  of p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  a n d  c o m m o n  sense. I r e q u e s t  

a t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  cr. th i s  i s s u e  as  1 b s ^ i v e  i t  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  one.



March 24, 1981 
3323 Robin Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99504

Ron Charles Parr, Chairman 
Senate KESS Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99601 

Dear Senator. Parr:

This letter is in reference to SB 237 an amendment to the medical 
practice act which refers to assistance at childbirth.

The effect of such legislation would be a flagrant intrusion into the 
rights of individuals to have the type of birth experience they desire.
I am neither pro home birth nor pro hospital birth, but I an pro indi­
vidual rights.

Across the nation in the past decade there has been a movement away 
from physician directed hospital births. This is evidenced by the 
growing number of alternative birthing centers (we have two in Anchorage) 
and home births. What do you suppose prompted this movement? The 
answer io« pregnancy, labor and birth are normal, healthy, well pro­
cesses, not disease or illness. Physicians are taught throughout their 
years of medical training to diagnose and treat disease, so they quite 
naturally seek diagnosis and treatment for whatever walks into their 
offices. They do not shine when it comes to caring for people who are 
well.

Pregnant women want to be cared for with dignity, as individuals whose 
experience is unique to themselves, and have a say in the direction their 
care takes during pregnancy, labor and birth. By passing this bill, the 
state of Alaska is saying, "Sorry Lady, we Ir.iv w*at is best for you and 
who is best equipped to care for you." Und*r 1, a husband could
be charged for practicing medicine without a l.ct..- -f he assisted 
(without a physicians supervision) at the birth of h.s child. To take 
it further, a woman assisting herself could be charged.

Pregnancy, labor and childbirth do not belong under the sole auspices 
of physicians. Physicians are not responsible for our state of wellness, 
we a6 individuals are the ones who are responsible. I resent the auda­
city of the medical system to usurp my responsibilities for my own welfare

Please consider this input as you are discussing this bill. 1 believe a 
teleconference hearing on this matter is in order.

Kary L. Bolin
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1/9 ar Sir:

Concerning senate bill *237 pertaining to regulation of the practice of 
r.edicir.e.

I want to voice my strong ^ p o s i t i o n  to a n y  bill that would limit our 
right to have children at home and to use o birth attendant of our own 
shoos in 2 without requiring Licensed attendants.

Child birth is a natural process and r.ot a illness or disease that
reqi ires a doctor with the exception of those few cases whore complications
a r i s e .

I an not opposed to doctors but 1 foel we must be frco to be able to choose 
• doctor or naturopath cr whatever fora of treatment vre wish.

FTeedcn/Respor.slbility 3 0  together. Lawmakers are trying to lir.it cur 
freedom of action under tho pretoxt of protecting uc, saying tho state 
knows what in beet for no and I don't. 7 ::is idea la w r o n g .
If I nx to have freedom of action then I must hi.ve the freedom to bear 
the responsibility for what I do; not havo the state to Ice it ewny from 
mo under tho guise of protecting me.

I would llko to have the hoarirg on this oil} tuleconferonced so more
peojlo car. speak out or. this if sue.

Thank You

£ incoroly,
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t/°0 ’ r O^o L'‘'XuL'V£OA£_^ l-vv. C\o '*rVNft_ ii-’’U'C^v<i- '■"'it

. S-1.X /“A- (-t”1Lcy-V^y_.XV\ W C - ’VN?-4-'*"̂  ^  fXc_y^Ajjb<xXs_ .--̂ -̂CPr-H-,

L - i ^ l a u i M ^ f O  SJwjiKTv-^ <;^-~L jpjs^cic~ ^  CT^ cC-%C?<-^ Cx/~* >c \

e< J 1 • u , ^
O-cXt^rCCLo 'Xc-«'tx. ^ v w s - c X c ^  .^Vs<Lc-C'-^.'\2. rv©ZXX'<^\ ’"til'vco-v-, <■«.

"   ̂ \\ .
^'Vvc^c -yyvoJ^ _ u l O < J 2. .Ginil-*' w<z\x. "to ^  o-sxa 'Vrur^—

,2-C-O i*/'feV-C-cS~ C« r r>X'xr''*.s©. £.“VJ\XX X y  X^-Owl Cj\lfcP'> ‘7~C
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K I M E I N  O F F I C E S  K E Y S T O N E  E 'J ILD ING . S U IT E  101. O p l  W E S T  F IR E W E E D  L A N E
A N C H O R A G E .  A LA SK A  9 9 5 0 3  • (907) 2 7 2 - 4 7 4 3

March 20, 1981

Senator Charles Parr, Chairman

Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Senator Parr,

I am writing this letter to express my deep concern about Bill #237,

Revision of the Medical Practice Act. I refer to the section that 
deals with who can assist at childbirth.

There is ample documentation to support the view that the medical 

care system exercises too much power over birth, life, and death.
Everywhere consumers are rallying to reclaim what has been insid­

iously taken from themi the right to make choices about personal 
ters such as giving birth.

the medical care system limits chcice about illness care is an 

ortunate reality. That the medical care system seeks to limit 
-wOice about a matter other than illness and disease is unconscion­
able. Pregnancy and childbirth art not disease states and should 

not he controlled at all, particularly by those whc are trained to 
diagr.ose and treat disease.

Let us not regress in the 1980s by giving the medical establishment 
more control over that which they should have no control. Let us ,

maintain and footer the elements of freedom and choice that charac­
terize the spirit of Alaska.

Sincerely yours,

Charles W. Morel

Practice of Kinlein
Voter Registration #03692852

P.S. Ploaei notify me when a teleconference will be held on this bill 

as I intend to testify. Thtnk you.
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F A I R B A N K S  I N T E R N A L  M E D I C I N E  

a n d

D I A G N O S T I C  C E N T E R ,  INC.
1 f 19 LATHROP STREET 

FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701

INTERNAL medicineWILLIAM H DOOLITTLE. M D. F A C P JEFFREY A PARTNOW. M D
INTERNAL MEDICINE, hematologv & ONCOl .<!*J. MICHAEL CARRCuL. M O
INTERNAL MEDICINE & A NATION MEDICINEDAVID S GRAUMAM. M D F A C P

H o norable C h a rles Parr 

A l a s k a  State Senate 

Po u c h  V

Juneau , AK 99811

(907 ) 452-4769

Ma r c h  23, 1981

Dea r  Senator Parr:

As I indicated to your staff today by telephone, I will be in Juneau on 

April 6 and 7 for purposes of testifying concerning Senate Bill 237. I 

a p p reciate the opportunity to do so.

I a m  somewhat amazed to find that the bill has become a matter of controversy. 

Apparently, those people advocating Home Birth of babies feel that it violates 

their right. Hopefully this letter will serve to allay some of the controversy, 

and prevent the creation of yet another emotional issue.

As you are no doubt aware from our previous conversations, the Alaska State 

M e d ical Board is charged by statute wit h  the regulation and supervision of 

the practice of medicine It is almost a truism that such supervision and 

regulation is to be carried out in the public interest. When looked at in 

this way, one of the Board's functions is clearly that of Consumer Protection. 

The Medical Board is not a Doctor's Protective Organization; that function 

is performed, among others, by the A l aska State Medical Association, tne 

local affiliate of the AMA.

In reviewing the difficulties w h i c h  we have h ad in carrying out our functions 

e f f e c tively (I call your attention to the Legislative budget and audit "Sunset 

Review" of the Medical Board), it became q o U e  clear to the Board members 

individually and collectively, that the current definition of the practice 

of medicine was vague and difficult to interpret. Therefore, one of the major 

goals wh i c h  the Medical Board has had is to sponsor legislation to improve 

the definition of practice of medicine. It is from this effort that SB277 

arose. The intent of the legislation, quite simply, is to allow the Board

to have me e clear-cut guidelines from which to work.

The issue of obstetrical care is secondary. SB237 does not purport to be 

"the Child Birth Bill" w h i c h  a reporter from the Alaska Radio Network called 

it.

The Boar) has received several complaints, and a number of inquiries including

the practice of "lay midwifery' . Basically, this consists of the rendering of

chi l d b i r t h  services, usually in the home, by lay midwivcs - frequently people 

without a ny formalized training. In an effort to see whether or not the Board 

had any Jurisdiction, we sought an attorney gcncral'6 opinion as to whether or 

not the deli v e r y  of childbirth services constituted in any fashion "the practice
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of medicine". For reasons unclear, we got two separate responses. The first 

said, essentially, that "since obstetrics does not tic's] with an illness or 

condition, it is not legally the practice of medicine". The second said 

e s s e n t i a l l y  "everyone knows that obstetrics is a medical activity, and therefore 

it falls un d e r  the purview of the Medical Board". A  third, formal opinion was

sought and this time the response was that the Department of Law was not sure,

a n d  the s t a t u t e  probably ought to be changed in order to clarify the issue.

Therefore, this was also included in the draft of SB 237.

T h e  current medico-political climate concerning home birth and the use of lay 

m i d w i v e s  h a s  taken on many of the trappings of a religious war. The "medical 

establishment", generally speaking, desires to have nothing to do wit h  those 

p eople w h o  elect home delivery with a lay midwife, a feeling which is more than 

r e c i p r o c a t e d  by the people who "opt out of the medical syscem" to have their 

children. As a result, a potentially dangerous situation has arisen in which 

there is l ittle or no communication between the two camps. The ultimate losers 

in this situation are potentially the mothers and their newborn children, since, 

should complications arise, they are virtual.y excluded from access to the medical 

system.

To illustrate this point, recently a physician in the state, one who did home 

deliveries, was found to have waited an inexplicably and inordinately long time 

at the site of a home delivery prior to taking a critically ill child to the 

hospital at which he had staff privileges. His only explanation of his action 

w a s  that h e  feared he would "get a lot of noise" from the hospital staff about 

pa r t i c i p a t i n g  in home deliveries in general, and about this case in particular. 

Tha t  the child subsequently died is irrelevant; what is clear is that the 

p h y s i c i a n  involved, a man who had full hospital privileges at the time, was 

reluctant to bring the child to the hospital because of the circumstances of 

its birth. It is easy to imagine this situation being made even worse if the 

b i r t h  attendant has no access whatever to the potentially life-saving services 

w h i c h  m i g h t  be needed. As I stated, the polarized and poisoned atmosphere may 

w e l l  result in denial of appropriate and necessary medical services to the 

detr i m e n t  of both mother and child.

T h e  Board has taken no formul position concerning home birth nor has it ever 

taken any position concerning the activities of lay midwives. Our only 

interest in this matter is to establish an atmosphere in which some c o m­

mu n i c a t i o n  is possible.

T h e  legislation as proposed docs not abolish home deliveries, nor does it 

really speak to the activities of lay midwives. What it does is give the 

Ecard the regulntory powers in this area. In general, it has been the

feeling of the Board that it would be neither feusiblc or desirable to r eg­

ulate the practice out of existence, inasmuch as there will always be some 

p e r centage of the population which is disenchanted with medical care in 

ge .er.il and will elect not to enter what they conceive to be the relatively

normal, impersonal, mu: .-production medical system to have their children.

T h e  "legalization" of this service would serve only to further widen an 

already huge communications gap with consequences as outlined above.
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Basically, the Legislature has three choices in this matter. First, to continue 

the status quo, a situation w h i c h  nay not be working very well. This won't 

ruffle any feathers and a controversy may be avoided. Second, to establish 

yet another bureaucracy, a ‘Boavu of Luy-Kidwives". since there are no 

formalized educational criteria for lay-midwives, 1 would ultimately envision 

a p i s sing contest of the h i g h e s t  order and major "turf protection" issues 

arising a s  such a Board attempted to establish regulations. Third, basically 

is that contained in SB 237, w h i c h  is to give the Medical Board regulatory 

authority by considering c h i l dbirth services to be a part of the practice 

of medicine. T he Medical Board has h ad a fair amount of experience in 

dealing w i t h  non-physician m e d ical care providers (paramedics, physician 

assistants, advanced nu-se practitioners, and nurse anesthetists) and would,

I feel, be able to come up wit h  satisfactory guidelines which would insist on 

some plan of collaboration or referral which would insure the availability of 

medical services if needed and not hold a collaborating physician financially 

responsible for prpble-s w h i c h  arose beyond his control. As I said, the choice 

is the Legislatures. I do not personally feel (nor* does the Board) that the 

o bstetrical issue is worth sacrificing the rest of the bill over.

T. would like to respond to two other issues which have been raised. The first 

is that of "turf protection". It is not the desire of the Medical Board to 

enrich physician's financially by insisting that all births be handled within 

the hospital setting. The second is that organized medicine has sunk millions 

of dollars into this "battle". The Board hs received not one penny of support 

by the A M A  or A l a s k a  State Medical Association in the establishment of the 

language or intent of SB 237. In fact, 1 am informed by Dr. Johnson, the 

president of the Alaska State Medical Association, that they do not like 

the obstetrical provisions in SB 237 feeling that it somehow cheapens the 

Medical Board to deal Jith non-medical people, and stating in general that 

it is an issue in which they do not w i s h  to become involved. I might add 

thut the Board of Nursing is also unwilling to tackle the problem.

Finally, and m u c h  more Important from the M e d ical Board standpoint, 1 wish 

to reiterate our request for the reinsertion into SB 237 of the executive 

officer position (reference my earlier letters) and the designated investigator 

for the Medical Board. Die need for this sort of administrative support is 

really wha t  SB 237 is all about, and we seek your assistance in helping to 

tr e Alaska "a safer place to get sick". As I hove stated, the obstetrical 

issue is secondary to the Intent of SB 237, and it seems to me a shone that 

such a relatively narrow issue has commundcd to much attention, particularly 

in v i e w  of the clcarcut lack of understanding which has been shown by those 

who have most vociferously attacked the "Childbirth Bill".

1 loon forward to meeting w i t h  you on April 6 and hope that I will be able to 

provide useful Information to you and the Cocaittcc in your deliberations.

1 appreciate having the opportunity to appear before you.

S I j ‘

Jcffrfey A. Psrtnow, M.D 

Chairman

State Medical Board

*%.€ 5 i -



ftaAch 18, 1981

j  am d e e p ly  c o n ee /m ad  a b o u t  A e n a te  L'CJ-i * 2 3 7 , tu u ich  h a ,: ■zzc.zr.tli> been  
A u b m itte d  t o  t h e  le o lA la t u n e  n e y oA d in y  t h e  n e y u la t l o n  o f . t h e  p r a c t ic e .  
oL m e d ic in e .

" j f  t h lA  b i l l  paAAOA, n o  o n e  u l l l  be a l l o w e d  t o  OAAiAt a t  c h i ld b c A th  i n  
d ie  A t a t e  o f . A la s k a  uaI maa a u d io n i s e d  a n d  l i c e n c e d  bu d i e  S t a l e  on. undcn  
d ie  a l n e c l  A u p e n v lA io n  o f  a  p h y s i c i a n .

IruuA b ln d i  I a  c a t a y o n i^ e d  oa  a  m e d ic a l pn oceduA c , n a th c n  th a n  d i e  n o  n m o l 
pzoccAA o f  l i f e  t h a t  i t  iA .  O n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  n lc h lA  o f  p an cn lA  do chocA e  
d ie  p la c e  < .ie y  d e f i n e  f a n  t h e ln  b in t h  e x p e n le n c eA  a n d  d i e  p e o p le  th ey , 
wi/ih t o  h a ve  o a a I a I  a t  t h e  b in lh A  I a  i n f n l n y d .  u p on .

0  am A tn o n y ly  I n  fa v o n  o f  home b in t h  a t t e n d a n t )  oa a n  o p t i o n  ( o n  A laAhanA  
i n  h e a l t h  c a n e .

0  nequCA t t h a t  a  t e le c o n fe n e n c e  be h e ld ,  i n  ondcA  t h a t  m yA c lf a n d  o th e n  
conccA ned  c l t i^ c n A  i n  t h e  A nchonaye  a n ea  may t a k e  p a n t  i n  t h lA  h e a n ln y .

0 appnecoate youn attention on thlA molten.

coa .'Iz. fa.ii,

Sincencly,

A ho da AndcAAon 
3 5 2 5  U . 7 J * d  A ve .
An c h a n c y e , AK 99502
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Senator Charles Parr, Chairman
Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Senator ^ r r i

I have just, twilight, learned of Alaska Senate Pill 237, submitted to the Senate 
Health, Education and Social Services Censdttee on March Tomorrow I will contact 
Vallv Richardson of our Legislative Affairs Office and request a copy of the bill 
in- its entirety, I am requesting, in this letter, that a local teleconference be 
held on this bill that I might testify rather than a public hearing in Juneau which 
would be impossible fer me to attend, I will foilew-up en this request by contacting 
Wally Richardson and ask that I be notified well in advance of the teleconference 
da to. If thero is something further I can do to stress my position, I ask you to 
advise me. I realize an individual has little hope of an effective stand when the 
opposition is the powerful Alaska State Medical Association, but I am hoping that 
members of the Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee will not make 
a decision without accurate statistics and information, nationally and internationally, 
on tho many safe alternatives in childbirth end thav, each of you is fully ncquainted 
with the many controversies in m o d e m  obstetrics. I hope tho committee will not 
simply bow to the authority of the Alaska State Medical Association without considering 
that it is a union as much as a professional organization and financial rain is as 
much a factor in their position on this bill as tho interest of maternal and child 
health.

I am opposed to SE237. I understand this bill will allow tho State Medical Beard 
to authorize who shall assist at chlldbirths. I would not be averse to this if the 
State Medical Beard wore sieving in tho direction of expanding safe alternatives in 
childbirth through the certification of lay midwivee, with criterion to be mot de­
termined by skilled midwives rather than obstetrical surgeons, but I have no doubt 
the intent of this bill ia to restrict rather than expand safe birthing options for 
the people of Alaska.

I am 32 years old, an education administrator and the mother of an eleven-month-old 
daughter. Mjr »aster's degree is in education of tho severely and profoundly retarded, 
with particular interest in the multiply handicapped. I am qrlte familiar with tho 
rany events which may occur during pregnancy, childbirth and tho neonatal period 
which can damage the body and mind of an infant.

I approached pregnancy as I would any new experience in rrv lifo, bv edueatlnr wvself 
as completely as possible to bo sure I made the best decision fer my baby, mv husband 
and nyself. In tho three years prior to mv pregnancy and tho subsequent nine months,
I read countloss texts and articles on pregnancy and childbirth. T talked with several 
doctors, nurses, mldwivos and parents and wont through tho standsrl hospital prepared 
childbirth course. I fool I am as competent as anyont on your coooiltteo to know 
what constitutes a aafo alternative in childbirth.

I spent the first several month: of my prsgnancv trying to find a doctor who was not 
patronizing, but truly believed a normal, healthy birth is the rule and not tho 
exception! one who believed it the wonan'e responsibility to prepare her bedv and
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mind for the experier.«e and believed in her ability to do soj one whose ego would 
allow him or her to "attend" a birth, yet maintain control over the desire to medicate, 
monitor and otherwise intervene unless it was medically necessary, T know such 
physicians exist, but 1 did not find one, In the seventh month of my pregnancy, 
folloving-up on a number of names I had encountered, I found a lay midwife with whom, 
after one afternoon’s meeting, I knew I had found the person to attend the birth of 
my child.

After thoroughly educating nyself, working hard to maintain a healthy, complication- 
free pregnancy, selecting a skilled birth attendant and preparing for emergency 
back-up, I chose a homebirth with a lay midwife, I do not, in any way, feel my 
choice was irresponsible! on the contrary, I did more research and gave more thourht 
to this decision than mqst vcran .P W y 1 t&ljblrt h ,, From all I have learned,
I also believe my heffthy ^ . I . * . .  ’..-J
I subjected myself and my child to a "normal hospital birth", *ost medical personnel 
would say my choice was foolish. One doctor told me it was "stupid to even consider 
a homebirth", yet statistics prove the oppositei a well-planned, well-screened 
homebirth, attended by - skilled midwife with arrangements for good emergency back-up 
is as safe as ar.y hospital birth with the added benefits to homebirth of shorter 
labor, less complications and the opportunity for immediate family bonding with its 
long-term psychological advantages. From a very personal standpoint, it provides 
a feeling of such great joy and accomplishment, I cannot possibly describe it well 
enough and can only feel terrible sadness and a sense of loss for those who recall 
only an unpleasant birth experience.

What SB237 is j »slly about is not safer births becsuse statistics do not support 
physician-supervised births as being necess^ily safari rather, this bill is reallv 
about money.

The birth of ry daughter cost $350. Had I elected a routine hospital birth in 
Anchorage, the bill would have been $2,000 to $3*000 and would likely have included 
IV's, a m  lot any, fetal monitors, eplslotooy, labor room charges, delivery room charges, 
newborn nursery charges, an unnecessarily long hospital stay and perhaps, if I reallv 
went first class, e C-sectlon —  they see* to bo excessively popular these days.
It is certainly to the doctor's economic benefit to have all births required, bv 
law, to fall under his or her supervision. This is, I believe, the basis of the 
Alaska State Medical Association's request to the State Medical Board and to the 
Governor for the passing of S*C37, and does, by virtue of the obvicus financial 
gain to be had, present e question regarding the objectivity end sincerity of the 
request. I, on the other hand, experienced no financial gain through my deliberate 
and well-planned choice of e lay midwife, end ny desire to >e safe alternatives 
expand lr based entirely on what I have learned about current obetetrioal trends 
end whet I believe to be good physiological and psychological health care end basic 
common sense. Had X delivered under a physician's supervision, regardless of the 
cost, my Insurance corrany would have covered the birth, because 1 elected an 
alterratlve other then tho AHA approved rethod of giving birth, the Insurance 
eempeny denied my claim stating it ild not eolneldo with their H o t  of "reasonable, 
necessary end customary" maternity services. I am well aware ef how tho medical 
comunlty manipulates private medical coverage —  will it now Manipu la te end dictate 
to the State of Alaata how and tinder what elrcwtstaneee a woman may else birth 1

The intent of ny letter is not to encourage homebirth, lay midwifery* w  *ny particu­
lar birthing altonwtico. I refer te these approaches because It was whet I ehese, 
as it was right to c* ose, end that. Senator Parr, is tho point of this correupondence, 
to stress th • right of tho individual to choose from e wide speetnm of eefe
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alternatives, Highly sophisticated m o d e m  obstetrical care must continue to be 
available for it sometimes becomes very necessary, but necessary, too, is the 

availability ef the family doctor, the certified nurse midwife and the certified 

lay midwife, for somewhere in this range is the skill and philosophy which meets 
the needs of each family.

I am enclosing several recent, brief a:vd informally written articles from a variety 
of sources which support points on which I have generalized. I would also like to 

recommend 4\e following books as essential. They provide an in-depth statistical 

look at childbirth in this country and how we compare with other countries, as 
well as a good review of obstetrical history in the United States and a discussion 

on e r r  «. * controversies. Perhaps the committee is already familiar with this 
literature, If not, and if these titles are unavailable to you, I will send mv 
own co. las of those I presently have at hand, if you request.

Benefits and Hatards of the New Obstetrics, Tim Chard and Martin Richards

Lying-In i A Hist ory of Childbirth in America. Richard and Dorothy Wertt

The Cultural Warning of Childbirth, Doris B. Hairo

I m a c u l a t e  Decop* *.ont A New Look at Women and Childbirth in America,
Sutanne Arms

To attend a birth is a privilege, not a right te be determined by Alaska Stato Lawi 

rather, an honor which should only be granted by the birthing parents, the ones who, 
lot us not forgot, must also pay for the service. Please acknowledge the individual 

intelligence and right of Alaskan families to plan their own birth exoerlencei 

defeat Senate Bill 237. Help us expand safe alternatives in childbirth, not restrict 

then,

This has been a lengthy letter. Thank you for your time and patience. I can provide 

ruch n o r o  information if you feel it would bo useful. You need only ask.

ulle Gorham 

Box 1037 
Bethel, Alaska 99559

Qtclosuresi Pive articles

cci Representative Tony Vaska 

Senator George Hohnan
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H r  v h r r
Senate Health, Educatioxi and Social Services 
Pouch V
Juneau, nlaska 99811 

Dear Sir,
I sm writing to you with great concern, in reference to a senate 

bill #237 submitted by the Rules"Committee to the legislature pertaining 
to regulation of the practice of medicine.

I understand that if this bill were passed, no one will be allowed 
to assist at childbirth in the home unless authorised and licenced by 
the Stats, cr under the direct supervision of a physician, who will not 
come to your heme, 'iliis move w i l l  infringe upon the rights of respons­
ible parents who choose to give birth at homo rather than going to the 
hospital. It will also deprive these p eople of the services of c:.iing 
and knowledgnble people able to assist in this natural process. How docs 
childbirth come under the category of the practice of m 3 dicino 7 I thought 
the days were gone when u woman was considered "sick" to be pregnant and 
give birth to a child. Childbirth is not a "medical procedure” but f  
normul body function which can oe safely monitored in the homo, noreso 
today than in the past, with the increase in knowledge and the prepcration 
process parents con undergo. Candidates for homo birth are very care­
fully . ^r*er.ed and if any tosrib'e :orplications arise they arc referred 
to i physician to deliver in a hospital, where, if it is an omergoncy 
sit ciDr.. the parents ure sub<er tsi to much scolding and horrasment 
from tho nedieui proffesion. h.utistics prove that in fact, r.ewborr.o 
and mothers do better in the home environment than ir. tho strccsfull 
surroundings of the hospital. I car. personally testify to this fact 
having undergone both experiences, -nd I found, having warn, curir.g 
uttor.donts present ’ ho watched and stayed w i t h  r.e throughout m y  labor 
was much more 3atisfacto:y to me. The same applies to tho pre-nutal and 
post-natal care I heve recicved. I felt ry homo birth attendents were 
much noro proffesior.al and thorough ir. their procedures than tho "prof- 
foslonalf" who were not even there to deliver ny other children ir. tho 
h o s p i i t 1 .

If it io the welfare of the new-borr. and the laboring mother the 
Stato is worried about, why thon is it legal for women to rr.urdor tholr 
unborn babloo, by having an abortion payed for by tho Ferorol Government? 
And why is the possesion and use of r.brijuuna in tho home legal, yet the 
stato is taking away the right3 of those wishing to give birth at home 
with pooplo attending them whom the jt*rents feel comfortable with? Should 
wo not be ablo to choose whomsoever we pl*are t*» deliver our bublon, even 
the babies father, -ithcut possible legal entangletentt from the State 
and/or scolding fror tho msdical proffesion and hospital staff?

V7hy d o c ’ n t  the State recognise the credentials 
rhysitns,’-.idwiveaUsrtified or lay} and Home Birth At 
States I n  the lower 46 do. 7.*hy doc’nt the Stato ..oko 
tViARA M s e l e  Lo n e t  i l t r . i n  tho l a w .  If t h i s  b i l l  t

of ilaturapath 
attendants.? ny 

States in the lower 46 do. 7.*hy doc’nt the Stato ..*ko it possible for 
those people to act ilthin the law. If this bill were pi seed *!esl.o 
would bs piecing itself behind other States wr.o i re supplying alternate 
childbirth posslbi! icier. Surely the ver.. fact -bet bill *237 i3 being 
presented to the legislature ic prosf thet the demand for safe a l t ernat­
ives other than hosrltals, 1 j  or. tho increase. e r e  and more pa rents



ere choosing zo have their babies at home, or to use a Birthing Center. 
Birthing Centers ..re a'slngle step ir: the right, direction, but patients 
ere still tied to many routine and in many cases unessesary procedures. 
.-.Iso, the demand is r.c great for these alternatives, that only a very 
small percentage of parents applying for a Birthing Center actually g 9 t 
to use it - they end up in the regular hospital.

i-.laska, being the “last frontier" v;iti so many neople living 
cre&t 'istances from a hospital or medical h e l p  surely, has a great need 
for more I-:idwi”e s , katurapath Physicians and Birth Attendants who will 
take the time an: come to your home and who are capable of assisting In 
this way.

Sincerly,
Mrs Anne Vonle

&•*«•» I  Ann, V rttirP. 0 . Bo* 651.1 A nr (ton,., \ k W5«2 Trl .176.5414*
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Dear Senator Parr,

I 'm  w r i t in g  to  l e t  $ou know j u s t  one o f  the n o t ing  p u b l ic s  op in ion
about b i l l  t  237* I 'm  tne mother o f  a ten  y e a r  o ld  daughte r and a 

ten  month o ld  son. My f i r s t  c h i ld  was born i n  a h o s p i t a l  a t  p u b l ic  expense.
I  was fo rc ed  f l a t  upon a t a b le ,  strapped down by the arms, I . V . ' s  were i n ­
s e r te d  w ithou t my p e rm is s ion , n\y baby had a f e t a l  m on ito r screwed i n t o  the
top  o f  he r head, and no one was a l lowed in to  the room w ith me., .n e ed le ss  to  
say f o r  a f i r s t  b i r t h in g  e xp e r ien ce , I  was t e r r i f i e d .  F o r  3 days i n  the hos­
p i t a l  the government paid upwards o f  $1J>00. I  o n ly  had a 3 hour la b o r .

My second ctJi ld  was born  r i g h t  here a t  home not li b lo c k s  from  P rov ­
idence H o s p i t a l ,  I  had my husband, g i r l f r i e n d ,  s i s t e r ,  D r .  P e t t i  John and h is  
n u rs e . I  thank Rod th e re  wn3 someone I  could ask to  he lp  us w ith  ou r home 
d e l i v e r y ,  because the re  was no way in  h e l l  I  was going i n t o  an o the r  h o s p i t a l  
to  oe pu t through ano the r experience l i k e  t h a t .  I f  i t  h a an 't  been f o r  an 
e x c e l l e n t  a ttendant l i k e  D r. P e t t iJ c n n  and n is  kin.*, to r e s o r t  to  I  would nave 
been fo rc ed  to  have my baby a t  home a lone  w ithou t o know ledable person  i n  a t t e n ­
dance in  the case o f  an emergency. The c o s t  was 9 3 0 0 . The pa in  was n e g l i g i b l e .
I  was re la x ed  i n  my own hose w ith f r i e n d s  and c on f id an t  th a t  a l l  was w e l l .  Not 
once d id  anyone t ry  to  fo r c e  anyth ing on mu. A lt e rn a t iv e  b i r t h in g  c en te rs  In s id e  
h o s p i t a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a re  f in e  to  have when th e re  i s  the chance th a t  a woman might
dove lope  some kind o f  c om p l ic a t io n s ,  but f o r  a h ea lth y  woman w .th a w e l l  monitored 
pregnancy i t  i r  a vaa te  o f  money, time, an : the chance o f  addud I n f e c t i o n  f o r  tho 
new bab; from h o sp i t a l  germs. I ' d  r a t h e r  have a y  baby a t  home and do i t  w ith the 
law  an l sy m idw ife . !)ut I  hope tn a t  the governor d o e sn ' t  t r y  to  take my r i g h t  to  
dec id e  how to  b i r t h  my c h i ld r e n  from me o r  spy o f  the o th e r  women th a t  f e e l  the 
way I  d o .  I t ' a  a t o t a l l y  p e rson a l choice and as long  as we a re  a l l  a d u l t ,  respon ­
s i b l e  pa ren ts  X b e l ie v e  you shou ld do y ou r p a r t  to  see th a t  the law shou ld be l e f t
as it la so that w« maj
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March 30 , 1981

1103 C S t .
Anchorage, AK 99501

Hr. Parr

Senate H ea lth , Education and S o c iu l Se rv ice s  
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811 
Dear Mr. P a r r :
I d on ' t  l i k e  you r senate h i l l  No. 237 a t a l l .  As an expectant mother, 1 
f e e l  i t  i s  my r ig h t  t o  decide where I w i l l  have my hnby and who should he 
with me. Being determined a lo w - r i s k ,  h ea lth y  pe rson , 1 f e e l  g iv ing  h i r t h  
i s  not an i l l n e s s  and shou ld not he t re a te d  as such.
I do not upp roc ia to  having another o f  my r i g h t s ,  being an American C i t i z e n ,  
taken away from me and d ic ta te d  by government.

Corr d i u l l y .

■ M

P a t r i c i a  Machcras



Telephone: (907) 452 - 1611

M a r c h  13, 1981

T h e  Honorable Charles H. Farr 

C h a i r m a n
Senate H.E.S.S. Committee 
Pou c h  V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Parr:

The Senate Health, Education, a n d  Social Services Committee 

is presently considering SB-237, which relates to licensing a n d  

regulations of the Practice of Medicine.

As the representative of the 120 Physician Assistants w h o  

c ompromise approximately 19% of the practitioners in the State 

of Alaska, I would like to address the Health, Education, a n d  

Social Services Committee a n d  present pertinent testimony 

regarding this bill w h e n  it comes u p  for consideration.

T h a n k  you in a d v a n c e  lor your consideration of m y  request.

C h a i r m a n
Legislative Affairs Committee

D L L : m b
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