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§3023 BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS CODE
§ 3023. Inspection and accreditation o f schools
The board may visit and examine schools, colleges and universities or their 
divisions or departments in this state which provide optometric education. 
For the purposes o f this chapter, it shall accredit schools, colleges and 
universities or their divisions or departments in or out o f this tate providing 
optometric education, which it finds giving a sufficient program o f study for 
the preparation o f optometrists.
A m e n d e d  S u u  I 9 7 S  c h  8 7 2  |  I .

A m e n d m e n t s

1 9 7 8  A m e n d m e n t :  D c U t e d  t h e  f u n n e r  l e c o n d  t e n t e n c e  i n  t h e  t e c o n d  p * r » g r » p h  

3 6  C a l  J u r  3 d  H e a l i n g  A r u  a n d  l i u i i t u t i o n *  {  6 4 .

§ 3027. Employment matters: Executive officer: Legal counsel
1 6  C a l  J u r  3 d  H e a l i n g  A n a  a n d  I n t t i t u l t o n a  f  6 3

§ 3028. [Repealed by Stats 1978 ch 1161 § 214 ]

§ 3040. Misrepresentation o f certification status
It is unlawful for any person to engage in the practice o f optometry or to 
display a sign or in any other way to advertise or hold himself out as an 
optometrist without having Are! obtained a certificate o f registration from 
the board under the provisions o f this chapter or under the provisio of 
any former act relating to the practice o f optometry.
In any prosecution for a violation o f this section, the use o f test cards, test 
lenses, or o f trial frames it prima facie evidence o f the practice o f optome- 
try.
A  ( n r  r u le d  S u u  1 9 7 8  c h  8 7 2  |  2

A n i tm m lipw iw i m a .
1 9 7 8  A m r a d m r o l :  I V I c t a d  " o p t m a n  m  '  i f l u  " o u t  u  a n ”  I n  t h a  A n t  ‘ u r a g r a p h  

3 6  C a l  J u t  3 d  l l c a l t n g  A r t *  a n d  I n a t t f  j t i o n a  1 6 7 .

§ 3041. Acts constituting practice of opt imrtry
The practice o f optometry it the doing o f any or all o f the following:
(a) The examination o f the human eye or eyes, or or their appendages, 
and the analysis o f the human vision system, eithei subjectively or objec­
tively.
(b) The determination o f the powers or range o f human vision and the 
accommodative and refractive states o f the human eye or eyes, including the 
scope o f its or their functions and general condition.
(c) The prescribing or directing the use of, or using, any optical device in 
connection with ocular exercises, visuu. training, vision training, or orthop­
tics.
(d ) The prescribing o f contact and spectacle 'enses for, or the Atting or 
adaptation o f contact and spectacle lenses to, the human eye, including 
lenses which may be classified as drugs by any law o f the United States or
-i . i . . .  . . . . . .
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(e) The use o f topical pharmaceutical ogents for the sole purpose o f the 
examination o f the human eye or eyes for any disease or pathological 
condition. The State Board o f Optometry, with the advice and consent o f 
the Division o f Allied Health Professions o f the Board o f Medical Quality 
Assurance, to be provided within six months o f the effective date o f this 
section, ĝ hall designate the specific topical pharmaceutical agents, known 
genetically as mydriatics, cycloplegics, and topical anesthetics, to be used
Added SUU 1976 ch 411 f  2.
Former § '041 timiUr to the proem tection. « n  repealed by Suu  1976 ch 41* } I.
16 Cal Jur Id Healing Arts and Institutions | f  ), 70.
Fitting of contact lenses aa practice of optometry. 77 ALRJd 817.

§ 3041.1. Qualification o f practitioner permitted to use topical pharmaceuti­
cal agents
(a) The State Board o f Optometry with the advice and consent o f the 
Division o f Allied Health Professions o f the Board o f Medical Quality 
Assurance, to be provided within six months o f the effective date o f this 
section, shall adopt rules and regulations, including additional education 
qualifications necessary to insure professional competence by those practi­
tioners whose activities fall within the definition o f the practice o f optometry 
in subdivision (e) o f Section 3041.
(b) Only those optometrists who have satisfactorily completed such courses 
and successfully passed an examination prepared and given by the State 
Board o f Optometry, witf the advice and consent o f the Division o f Allied 
Health Professions oi m . Board o f Medical Quality Assurance, to be 
provided within six months o f the effective date o f this section, shall be 
permitted the use o f such pharmaceutical agents as sped .cd by subdivision
(e) o f Section 3041.
This section shall remain in effect until December 31, I97r , and on such 
date is repealed 
AdtkdSuu 1976 ch < i * | ).
I Mininmion fee limited; |  IIS)
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$ 3041.2. Educational und examination requirements for licensure and use of 
pharmaceutical agents
The State Board o f Optometry shall by regulation, with the advice and 
consent o f the Division o f Allied Health Professions o f the Board o f Medical 
Quality Assurance establish educational and examination requirements for 
licensure to insure the competence o f optometrists to practice pursuant to 
subdivision (e) o f Section 3041. Satisfactory completion o f the educational 
and examination requirements shall be a condition for the issuance o f an 
original certificate o f registration under this chapter, on and after January I, 
1980 Only those optometrists who have successfully completed educational 
and examination requirement< as determined by the Stale Board o f Optome­
try with the advice and consent o f the Division o f Allied Health Professions 
o f the Board o f Medical Quality Assurance shall oc permitted the use o f

• -— — -— * c*. «>W4iuiilM /•' .»f Wiian 3041.



M a r c h  19, 1981

U . G , P » H . S .  C l i n i c  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 2

S e n a t o r  C h a r l e s  P a r r  
P o u c h  7
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P a r r :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  r e p l y  to  m y  l e t t e r  o f  M a r c h  9 
c o n c e r n i n g  S . B .  13 6 .  T h e  l e t t e r ,  i t s e l f ,  w a s  a s t a t e m e n t  
o f  m y  p e r s o n a l  p o s i t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  U . S .  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  i n  
A l a s k a .  T o d a y  I c h e c k e d  t h i s  w i t h  A r n i e  A 3 p e r ,  M . D . ,  
O p t h a m o l o g i s t  at n . N . M . C .  i n  A n c h o r a g e .  Dr. A l p e r  a s s u r e d  
m e  t h a t  o p t o m e t r i s t s  e m p l o y e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  
S e r v i c e  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  d i a g n o s e  a n d  t r e a t  e y e  d i s t a s e s  
w i t h  d r u g s ,  n o r  h a v e  they e v e r  b e e n  a l l o w e d  t o  d o  so. u n  
o c c a s i o n ,  a n  o p t o m e t r i s t  s e e i n g  a  p a t i e n t  i n  a b u s h  c l i n i c  
s i t u a t i o n  f o r  a n  e y e  r e f r a c t i o n  ( a n  e x a m  f o r  g l a s s e s )  w i l l  
c a l l  t h e  o p t h a l m o l o g i s t s  i n  A n c h o r a g e  a t  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  
M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  a n d  d e s c r i b e  an  e y e  a i l m e n t .  B a s e d  o n  t h e  
o p t o m e t r i s t ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  t h e  p n y s i c i a n  m a y  m a k e  a p r e s u m p t i v e  
d i a g n o s i s  a n d  p r e s c r i b e  a d r u g  f o r  t h e  p a t i e n t .  T h e  r o l e  
r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  is n o  g r e a t e r  
t h a n  t h a t  o f  a l o c a l  v i l l a g e  h e a l t h  a i d e .

T h e  o n l y  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  w h i c h  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  a l l o w e d  
t o  u s e  d r u g s  i s  i n  p e r f o r m i n g  r e f r a c t i o n s  f o r  g l a s s e s .  T h i s  
p r i v i l e g e  i s  a l l o w e d  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  a p h y s i c i a n .

T h u s ,  t h e  r o l e  t h a t  o p t o m e t r i s t s  s e e  t h e m s e l v e s  f i l l i n g  
a s  d e s c r i b e d  b y  S . B .  1 3 6  is c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h e  c a s e  in t h e  
U. G .  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ,  Dr. A l p e r  i n v i t e s  y o u  to  
call h i m  at  A . N . M . C .  ( P h o n e :  9 0 7 - 2 7 9 - 6 6 6 1 )  to c o n f i r m  t h i s  
a n d  a n s w e r  a n y  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  y o u  m a y  h a v e .

S i n c e r e l y ,  , _

/ i c t f d  / £ >
Keit.i A. W h i t e ,  M . D . ,  A . B . F . P .  
C l i n i c a l  D i r e c t o r  
U . G . P . H . G .  C l i n i c  
J u n e a u , A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 2
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PROPOSED DRAFT COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL 136 - OPTOMETRY 
by the Senate HESS Committee - March 28, 1981

i

* Section k  AS 08.72.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.72.02\ Membership of board and terms of /office. The board consists of 

six (FIVE) person^, appointed by the governor/ Members serve staggered terms of 

four years.

* Section 2. AS 08.72\040 is amended t/ read:

Sec. 08.72.040. Qualifications. Fodr board members shall be licensed, practicing 

optometrists who have been \esid/its for at least three years. One board member 

shall be a public member withXo interest, direct or indirect, in the practices of 

optometry, opticianry or medicinfr. One board member shall be a licensed physician 

pursuant to AS 08.64.170/- AS 08.PC.350. A person who has served two successive 

complete terms may not oe reappointeo\until four years from the expiration of tne 

second term ■'hat he served.

* Section 3.AS 08.72.060(c) is amended to read;

(c) The board shall

(1) elect a president and secretary from among its members;

(2) order a licensee to submit to a reasonable physical examination if his 

physical capacity to practice safely is at Issue.

(3) establish specific diagnostic drugs and the strengths thereof within the 

limits of AS 08.72.300(7) ̂  witfr- the arivire and <hiidan&»-ft£-th> s-t»u-me44eel 

>Q3TTrr

Section 4 . ,$ 08.72 is amenaed by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.72.272. Use of Dr." or ‘Doctor*', k’.ien an optometrist uses the title 

Dr. or Doctor as a prefix to his name, without using the word "optometrist" 

as a suffix t* U s  nane or in connection with it. it constitutes a cause to rev^e 

or suspend his certificate of registration.

- 1 -



Sec. 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 8 0 .  R E F E R R A L  T O  O T H E R  M E D I C A L  S P E C I A L ­

I S T S .  If, d u r i n g  the c o u r s e  of e x a m i n i n g  a ' p e r s o n ,  an 

o p t o m e t r i s t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  p o s s i b .  l i t y  of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

of a p a t h o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  s h a l l  so

a d v i s e  t h e  p e r s o n  a n d  s h a l l  r e f e r  t h e  p e r s o n  to an 
^Ce* I'Hx L f r r i  7~)C>n--K0

a p p r o p r i a t e  m e  a p I r. i a 4 - 4 - s - t  f o r  f u r t h e r  e v a l u a t i o n .

* Section 6. AS 08.72.300(2) is amended to read:

(2) "optometry" is the examination, other than by the use of drugs, except diagnostic 

drugs as defined in this section, of the human eyes and the visual system for the 

purpose of ascertaining a departure from the normal, ascertaining the status of the 

human visual system, including refractive and functional abilities, or ascertaining the 

presence of ocular disease and any other departure from the normal which requires re­

ferral to other health care practitioners; or the djaonosis of an optical deficiency 

or deformity, visual or muscular anomaly of the human eye, or the prescription of 

application of lenses, prisms or ocular exercises for the correction or relief

of the hun.-n eve;

* Section 7. AS 08.72.300(3) is amended to read:

(3) "practicing optometry" is an examination, other than by the use of drugs, 

except diagnostic drugs as defined in this section, of the human eyes and visual 

system for the purpose of ascertaining a departure from the normal, ascertaining

the status of the human visual system, including refractive and functional abilities, 

or ascertaining the presence of ocular ai ..se and any other oeparture from the normal 

which requires referral to other health c.re practitioners; or the diagnosis of an 

optical def.wiency or deformity, visual or muscular anomaly of the human eye, or the 

prescription of lenses, prisms, or ocular exercises for the correction or relief of the 

human eye, or the holding of oneself out as being able to do so;

* Sec. 5. A S  0 8 . 7 2  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to

read:



Sections. As 08.72.300 is amended by add*'ng a new subsection to read:

(7) "diagnostic drug" means a cycloplegic, mydriatic, or topical anesthetic 

which is listed in the official United States Pharmacopoeia, or official National

Fonnulary, or any- othar supplement to either of them.

* Section 9. As 06.72. is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 08.72.305. Use of drugs for diagnosis. No optometrist shall be registered 

or certified to practice optometry in the state of Alaska 1n any area that 1s beyond

the scope of his educational training as determined by the board of optometry. Any

optometrist presently registered in the state of Alaska and who desires to employ the 

use of diagnostic drugs iust submit to the board of optometry evidence of satisfactory 

completion of all necessary educational requirements as made mandatory by the board. 

The board of optometry shall provide for continuing educational require * by all

optometrists desiring to employ diagnostic drugs. Diagnostic drugs may^ old, 

given away, barttred, exchanged, or distributed upon the written order or perscription 

of an optometrist who is authorized to use diagnostic drugs as provided in this chapter.

a



o f f i c e  of Counse l  J j2S American Optometric Association111 Ell"

M a r c h  2, 1 9 8 1

Ms. D e b o r a h  lehr

S p e c i a l  A s 3 t  / D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  
& S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  

P o u c h  801 

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Ms. Behr:

A s  y o u  r e q u e s t e d ,  h e r e  Is a c o p y  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  ( 1 9 8 0 )

" L i s t  o f  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  A g e n t s  b y  N a m e  (or t y p e  If n o t  n a m e d )  
t h a t  S t a t e  L a w  o r  R e g u l a t i o n s  S p e c i f y  O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  

P e r m i t t e d  t o  use " .  As I n d i c a t e d ,  a n d  as w e  d i s c u s s e d ,  v i r t u a l l y  
a l l  o f  t h e  l i s t s — a n y  m a n y  s t a t e s  d o  not h a v e  a l i s t — a r e  in 

th:* B o a r d  r u l e s  a n d  n o t  in t h e  s t a t u t e  I t s e l f .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

t e c h n i c a l  a n d  e v o l v i n g  n a t u r e  o f  c h a n g e s  in t h e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
f i e l d ,  it is m o s t  a o p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  a n y  l i s t i n g  s h o u l d  b e  in t h e  

B o a r d  r u l e s  a n d  n o t  in t h e  s t a t u t e  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a m e n d m e n t  
b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a s  n e e d e d .

A l s o  e n c l o s e d  is a c o p y  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  o f  W i s c o n s i n  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e g u l a t i o n  a n d  L i c e n s i n g  r e c o n m e n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  J u l y  
1, 1 9 8 2  " s u n s e t "  p r o v i s i o n  b e  r e m o v e d  a n d  t i. t h e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  

o p t o m e t r i s t s  to u s e  t o p i c a l  o c u l a r  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
a g e n t s  be c o n t i n u e d .  It s h o u l d  be o f  g r e a t  v a l u e  to y o u  in y o u r  
s t u d y .

F o r  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n , I a m  e n c l o s i n g  a l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  25 
s t a t e  la w s  w h i c h  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  u s e  o f  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
a g e n t s  by o p t o m e t r i s t s .  A n o t h e r  f i v e  s t a t e s  d o  n o t  p r o h i b i t  s u c h  

u t i l i z a t i o n .  T h u s ,  30 s t a t e s  p e r m i t  s u c h  u t i l i z a t i o n .  A s  y o u  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e q u e s t e d ,  I a m  a l s o  e n c l o s i n g  a c o p y  o f  t h e  l a w s  o f  
F l o r i d a  ( w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a p r o h i b i t i o n ) ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  O r e g o n  
( d i a g n o s t i c  o n l y  at t h i s  t i m e )  a n d  W e s t  V i r g i n i a .

t mm. olive O lder* in St Loim and Washmulon. DC

American Optometilc A**ociation 
.'•ll North Lindbergh Ulvd 
Saint Loui*. Mi**oun 61141 
314 991 41IK?



Ms. D e b o r a h  B e h r  

M a r c h  2, 198] 
P a g e  - 2 -

/\merican Optometric Association

A l s o  e n c l o s e d  is a c o p y  o f  a m o n o g r a p h  p r o v i d i n g  b a c k g r o u n d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  o p t o m e t r v  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

O f  c o u r s e -  for* a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e  

o f  t h e  D r o f e s s i o n  in A l a s k a ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  Dr. Georize H a l l .  
13*15 W e s t  N i n t h ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1 ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n .  If I c a n  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  f u r t h e r

o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e• *

C o u n s e l

T E E / v a l
e n c l o s u r e s

cc: G e o r g e  H a l l ,  O. D .

13*15 W e 3 t  N i n t h  
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 1  
9 0 7 - 2 7 2 - 2 5 5 8



N A M E D A T E  O F  E N A C T M E N T

R h o d e  I s l a n d  
P e n n s y l v a n i a  

T e n n e s s e e  

O r e g o n  
M a i n e  
L o u i s i a n a  

D e l a w a r e  
♦ W e s t  V i r g i n i a  

C a l i f o r n i a  

W y o m i n g  
N e w  M e x i c o  

M o n t a n a  
K a n s a s  

♦ N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  
K e n t u c k y  

Wi s c o n s i n  
N e b r a s k a  

S o u t h  D a k o t a  

U t a h
N o r t h  D a k o t a
A r k a n s a s

N e v a d a

I o w a
G e o r g i a
A r i z o n a

J u l y  16, 1 9 7 1  

M a r c h  1, 1 9 7 4  

M a y  8, 1 9 7 5  
M a y  20, -1975 
J u n e  24, 1 9 7 5  

J u l y  6, 1 9 7 5  
J u l y  10, 1 9 7 5  
M a r c h  4, 1 9 7 6  
July. 9, 1 9 7 6  

F e b r u a r y  17, 1 9 7 7  

M a r c h  4, 1 9 7 7  

A p r i l  12, 1 9 7 7  
A p r i l  12, 1 9 7 7  
J u n e  3, 1 9 7 7  
M a r c h  29, 1 9 n 8 

A p r i l  29, 1 9 7 8  
F e b r u a r y  13, 1 9 7 9  

M a r c h  15, 1 9 7 9  
M a r c h  21, 1 9 7 9  

M a r c h  22, 1 9 7 9  
A n r i l  2, 19 7 9  
M a y  25, 1 9 7 9  

J u n e  8, 1 9 7 9  
F e b r u a r y  14, 1 9 8 0  
A p r i l  25, 1 9 8 0

(at 1 0 : 1 0  a . m . ) 

(at 2 : 0 0  p . m . )

♦ b o t h  d i a g n o s t i c  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c

(In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  e i g h t  (8) o t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  d o  n o t  
s t a t u t o r i l y  p r o h i b i t  t h e  u s e  o f  D P A s  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s ;  s e v e r a l  

of t h e s e  s t a t e s  h a v e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  o p i n i o n s  ( + f a v o r a b l e )  
( - u n f a v o r a b l e )  o n  t h i s  p o i n t :  A l a b a m a  ( A G - ) , F l o r i d a  ( A G + ) ,
I d a h o  ( S t a t e  B o a r d  S t a t e m e n t  +), I n d i a n a  (AG+), M i c h i g a n  (AG-!, 

M i n n e s o t a ,  N e w  J e r s e y  ( A G + ) , V i r g i n i a  (AG-).)

F o r  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w e  a r e  i n c l u d i n g  a n  u p d a t e d  m a p  s h o w i n g  
g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  b y  

o p t o m e t r i s t s .

4 / 2 5 / 8 0
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Authorized by Optometrists by Statute

Permitted by Opinion of Attorney General or State Board Examiner

No Statutory Prohibition
#

I

No Statutory Prohibition but Negative A.G. Opinion



DISTRIBUTION OF OPTOMETRISTS AND OPHTHALMOLOGISTS IN ALASKA 
source: Alaska Division of Occupational Li censing"and 

the Alaska State Medical Association

Location Optometrists Ophthalmologists

Anchorage 12 11

Fairbanks 3 4

Juneau 2 1

Kenai-Soldotna 2 1

Ketchikan 3 1

Kodiak 1 0

North Pole 1 0

Palmer 1 0

Sitka 1 0

Anchor Point 0 1

TOTAL 26 19

note: Licensure is not required for those practicing with the armed services
or with the United States Public Health Service (rtS 8.64.370), so those 
persons are not reflected on this list.
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AMERICAN OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION
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Oenmi Swirner O 0
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MiyntrO Ftleoner O 0  
Pw ilipB icnOO  P rO

O P H T H A L M I C  D R U G  U S E  R E P O R T  B Y  W E S T  V I R G I N I A

S i n c e  1 9 7 6  c e r t i f i e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s  i n  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  h a v e  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  o p h t h a l m i c  d r u g s  for d i a g n o s t i c  a n d  t h e r a­

pe u t i c  use. A  t o t a l  of s i x t y - t h r e e  (63) d i f f e r e n t  d r u g s  

p r e s c r i b a b l e  f o r  the h u m a n  e y e  h a v e  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  s i n c e  

H.B. 1 0 0 5  w a s  e n a c t e d .  T h i r t y  t h o u s a n d  s i x  h u n d r e d  

f o r t y - n i n e  ( 3 0,649) i n d i v i d u a l  p a t i e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  s e e n  

b y  c e r t i f i e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s .  T h e  d i s t a n c e  t h o s e  j itients 

s a v e d  b y  n o t  h a v i n g  to t r a v e l  to s p a r s e l y  l o c a t e d  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s  to w h o m  they f o r m a l l y  w e r e  r e f e r r e d  w a s  

o v e r  4 5 0 , 0 0 0  a g g r e v a t e d  mi l e s .

No. 2

F o r t y - s i x  (46) d i f f e r e n t  p a t h o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  

d i a g n o s e d  a n d  t r e a t e d  by  t h e s e  c e r t i f i e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s .  IT 

S H O U L D  BE A D D I T I O N A L L Y  N O T E D  T H A T  T H E R E  H A S  B E E N  N O  R E P O R T  

O F  A N Y  A D V E R S E  R E A C T I O N  IN T H E  D I A G N O S I S  A N D  T R E A T M E N T  

R E N D E R E D  T O  P A T I E N T S  I N V O L V E D  BY A N Y  W E S T  V I R G I N I A  C E R T I F I E D  

O P T O M E T R I S T .



la ska  S tate M ed ical A ssociation
4107 Laurel S t r e e ? ,  Suite i • Anchorage, Alaska 99504 • (907) 277-6891

M a r c h  17, 1981

T h e  Honorable Charles Parr 

Chairman

Senate HESS Committee 

Alaska State Legislature 

P o u c h  V
Juneau, A laska 99811 

Dea r  Senator Parr:

I am writing to follow up on m y  previous testimony to your committee, both in person 

and by teleconference, regarding SB 136. I would also like to ma k e  reference to 

the preliminary compromise between the optometrists and the medical doctors that was 

worked out last year, and to address the suggested language to amend SB 136 authored 

by the DHSS.

Diagnostic pharmaceutical a g ents that could, with proper safeguards, be considered 

reasonably safe for u se by optometrists include a pure mydriatic, such as 

phenyloephrine hydrochloride 2.5% or 5%; combination cyclopelgics and mydrlatics, 

to include f.roplcamide IS ard cyclopentolate hydrochloride 1%; and a topical anesthetic 

such as proparacalne 0.5%. T h i s  list of drugs would satisfy the economic wishes of 

those optometrists w ho wish to expand their practices without unduly endangering 

the Alaskan public.

T he Alaska State Medical Association is strongly opposed tc optometrists using 

therapeutic agents. Medica t i o n s  are expensive vhcn presc xbed needlessly, dangerous 

when prescribed inappropriately, and well outside the scone of training for most 

optometrists currently practicing in the state. The DHSS amendments included this 

limitation.

We believe it is very important that the public be given the opportunity to make an 

informed decision regarding their vision care when an abnormality is detected. We 

believe it is essential that the patient understand that they are seeing a non-physician

in cases where a pathologic condition is suspected. The DHSS amendments assured this.

Since it is the optometrists who are seeking expansion of their definition of their 

profession, not a limitation on existing practice by the medical profession, we 

believe it very Important that the Legislature protect the public interest. The 

consistent testimony b y  m e m bers of tht public at the recent teleconference was 

solidly In support of the Legislature u/>vlng very slowly, if at all, regarding 

expansion of the definition of optometry.

We are prepared to piovlde further Information and recommendations regnrdlng this 
legislation, should you wish to ha’»t further information from us.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony on this moat Important matter.

cc Rep. Don Clocksin, House HESS



o £ _  H m M ± i
IN T H E  S E N A T E ---------------------*— *----- BV H E A L T H  , E D U C A T I O N ,  A N D

S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

C O M M I T T E E  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  N O .  1 3 6  ( H E S S )

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  p r a c t i c e  of

o p t o m e f r y ,  a n d  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  u s e  of 

o ^ h a i m i c  d r u g s  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  0 "  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 4 0 ( 3 )  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

(3) a d v e r t i s i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  in a f a l p e  

o r  m i s l e a d i n g  m a n n e r ,  [;) i n c l u d i n g  f a l s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  to

is m e a n t  as an o p t  i c i a n , e y e  p h y s i c i a n ,  o r by a n y o t h e r

d e s  i g n a t  i o n w h i c h  w o u l d c o n f u s e  t h e  n a t u r e of h i s 1 i c e n s e d

p r a c t i c e .

* S e c .  2. A S  0 8 . 7 2  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to 

r e a d :

S e c .  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 8 0 .  R E F E R R A L  T O  O T H E R  M E D I C A L  S P E C I A L ­

IS T S .  If, d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of e x a m i n i n g  a p e r s o n ,  a n  

o p t o m e t r i s t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

of a p a t h o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  s h a l l  so 

a d v i s e  t h e  p e r s o n  a n d  s h a l l  r e f e r  t h e  p e r s o n  to a n  

a p p r o p r i a t e  m e d i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t  f o r  f u r t h e r  e v a l u a t i o n .

* S e c .  3. A S  7 2 . 3 0 0 ( 2 )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to r e a d :

(2) " o p t o m e t r y "  m e a n s  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  of a n y  

m e a n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  u s e  o f  d r u g s ,  e x c e p t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n



of d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  in

A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 ,  m e d i c i n e  o r  s u r g e r y  to e x a m i n e  t h e  h u m a n

e y e ,  to d e t e r m i n e  t h e  v i s u a l  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  h u m  in e y e ,

o r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  p o w e r s  o r  d e f e c t s  o f  v i s i o n ;  t h e

p r e s c r i b i n g ,  p r o v i d i n g ,  f u r n i s h i n g ,  a d a p t i n g ,  u s i n g  o r

e m p l o y i n g  l e n s e s ,  p r i s m s ,  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s ,  v i s u a l  t r a i n i n g ,

o r t h o p t i c s ,  o c u l a r  e x e r c i s e  o r  a n y  o t h e r  m e a n s  o r  d e v i c e

o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  u s e  o f  d r u g s ,  e x c e p t  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u -

>S
t i c a l  a g e n t s  as a u t h o r i z e d  in Ap  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 ,  m e d i c i n e  o r  

s u r g e r y  f o r  t h e  a i d ,  rel«*if o r  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  v i s i o n .

* S e c .  A. A s  0 8 . 7 2 . 3 0 0 ( 3 )  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to r e a d :

( , " p r a c t i c i n g  of o p t o m e t r y "  m e a n s  e m p l o y i n g  a n y  

m e a n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  u o e  o f  d r u g H ,  e x c e p t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

o f  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  in 

A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 ,  m e d i c i n e  o r  s u r g e r y  to e x a m i n e  t h e  h u m a n  e y e ,  

to d e t e r m i n e  t h e  v i s u a l  e f f i c i e n c y  of t h e  h u m a n  e y e ,  o r  to 

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  p o w e r s  o r  d e f e c t s  of v i s i o n ;  t h e  p r e s c r i b i n g ,  

p r o v i d i n g ,  f u r n i s h i n g ,  a d a p t i n g ,  u s i n g  o r  e m p l o y i n g  l e n s e s ,  

p r i s m s ,  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s ,  v i s u a l  t r a i n i n g ,  o r t h o p t i c s ,  o c u l a r  

e x e r c i s e  o r  a n y  o t h e r  m e a n s  o r  d e v i c e  t h e r  t h a n  t h e  u s e  of 

d r u g s ,  e x c e p t  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  

in A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 ,  m e d i c i n e  o r  s u r g e r y  f o r  t h e  a i d ,  r e l i e f  

o r  c o r r e c t i o n  of v i s i o n .

* S e c .  3. A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 3 0 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  s u b s e c t i o n s  to 

r e a d :

(7) " C o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  of t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t .



(8) " C o m m i t t e e "  m e a n s  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o m m i t t e e  

o n  O p t o m e t r i c  D r u g s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 .

S e c .  6. A S  9 8 . 7 2  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to r e a d :  

S e c .  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 .  U S E  O F  D R U G S .  (a) T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  

t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  O p t o m e t r i c  D r u g s .  T h e  

C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of f i v e  m e m b e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n e  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  f r o m  a . 1 s t  of n o m i n e e s  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  D i v i ­

s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  o n e  p h a r m a c i s t  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  

A l a s k a  B o a r d  of P h a r m a c y ,  a n d  t w o  o p t o m e t r i s t s  f r o m  a l i s t  

r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  of E x a m i n e r s  in O p t o m e t r y .

All m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  t»y t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the 

d e p a r t m e n t  for t h r e e  y e a r  ter m .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  

d e s i g n a t e  the c h a i r p e r s o n  of the c o m m i t t e e  w h o  s h a l l  r e m a i n  

c h a i r p e r s o n  t h r o u g h o u t  hi.i ter m .  All m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be v o t i n g  

m e m b e r s .  If a n y  m e m b e r  H h a l l  c e a s e  to act for any r e a s o n ,  

p r i o r  to the t e r m i n a t i o n  of h i s  a p p o i n t e d  t e r m ,  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  

s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a n e w  m e m b e r  w i t h  the s a m e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  as 

the r e p l a c e d  m e m b e r  and to c o m p l e t e  the t e r m  of the m e m b e r  

c e a s i n g  to act. T h e  C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  me e t  at the call of 

the c h a i r p e r s o n *  but nut “T i m - 1linn ijuu i 1 1>i .

(b) T h e  C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  h a v e  the f o l l o w i n g  right*' 

and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s :

(1) to a p p r o v e  t h o s e  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  

a g e n t s  t o p i c a l l y  a p p l i e d  to be u t i l i z e d  by o p t o m e t r 1 ats In 

t h i s  s t a t e ,  and the s t r e n g t h  t h o r e o f .  T h e  a g e n t s  s h a i l  be 

l i m i t e d  to c y c l o p l e g l c s ,  m y d”a t y i r s ,  a n d  t o p i c a l  .s k  he^ t i c s ;



(2) to a p p r o v e  t h o s e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  w h o  s h a l l  be 

a u t h o r i z e d  to u s e  t h o s e  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  

a p p r o v e d  by the c o m m i t t e e ,  /srt> o p t o m e t r i s t /  s h a ^ l  b e  a p p r o v e d  

u n t i l  he has e x h i b i t e d  his q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  by p a s s i n g  an 

e x a m i n a t i o n  on t h e  p h a r m a c o l o g y  of op^bh^lmlc d r u g s  p r e p a r e d  

or a p p r o v e d  by t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  S u c h  e x a m  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of 

w r i t t e n  q u e s t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  to t e s t  k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  p r o p e r  

l i s t e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  

a g e n t s  a p p r o v e d  by the C o m m i t t e e .  A p p r o v a l  s h a l l  c o n s i s t

of an e n d o r s e m e n t  by the C o m m i t t e e  to h i s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  

c e r t i f i c a t e  ' u t h o r l z i n g  h i m  to use o p t h a l m l c  d r u g s  and 

'specifying r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e i r  u s e ,  if any;

(3) to a p p r o v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  to be

u s e d  as p r e r e q u i s i t e s  to a u t h o r i z a t i o n  to u s e  t h o s e  d i a g n o s t i c  

p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .  P r o v i d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  that no c o u r s e  

or c o u r s e s  in p h a r m a c o l o g y  sha l l  be a p p r o v e d  by t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

u n l e s s  'a) t a u g h t  by a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  h a v i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  for 

b o t h  the c l a s s r o o m  and c l i n i c a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  in p h a r m a c o l o g y  

and w h i c h  is a c c r e d i t e d  by a r e g i o n a l  or p r o f e s s i o n a l  

a c c r e d i t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  that is r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  

by the C o u n c i l  on l*os t s e c o n d a  ry A c c r e d i t a t i o n  or the U n l t e c  

S t a t e s  O f f i c e  of E d u c a t i o n  and fb) t r a n s c r i p t  c r e d i t  for 

the c o u r s e  of c o u r s e s  is c e r t i f i e d  to the C o m m i t t e e  by the 

i n s t i t u t i o n  's b e i n g  e q u i v a l e n t  in b o t h  h o u r s  a n d  c o n t e n t  

to t h o s e  c o u r s e s  in p h a r m a c o l o g y  r e q u i r e d  by the o t h e r  

l i c e n s i n g  b o a r d s  In t h i s  C h a p t e r  w h o s e  l i c e n s e e s  or 

r e g i s t r a n t s  a r c  p e r m i t t e d  the u s e  of p h u r m a c e u t 1c a 1 a g e r  « 

in the c o u r s e  oi t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r a c t i c e .  S u c h



e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  s h a l l  c o v e r  I n s t r u c t i o n  In c a r d ­

i o p u l m o n a r y  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  f i r s t  a i d  t e c h n i q u e s .

(c) S t a n d a r d s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  a d o p t e d  

in r e g u l a t i o n  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  be e n f o r c e d  b y  t h e  

B o a r d  of E x a m i n e r s  in O p t o m e t r y .  I f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  a f t e r  

e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  to t h e  B o a r d ,  f i n d s  t h a t  c l e a r ,  c o g e n t  

a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  to t h e  B o a r d ,  b u t  

t h e  B o a r d  f a i l e d  to r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  to u s e  d i a g n o s t i c  

p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  b e  w i t h d r a w n ,  t h e n  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  m a y  

w i t h d r a w  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to u s e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  f r o m  

t h a t  o p t o m e t r i s t .

* Sec. 7. AS 1 7 . 1 5 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  

to r e a d :

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  (a) of t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  d i a g n o s t i c  

o p h t h a l m i c  d r u g  i d e n t i f i e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  of the St ite 

C o m m i t t e e  on O p h t h a l m i c  D r u g s  m a y  he s o l d ,  g i v e n  a w a y ,  

b a r t e r e d ,  e x c h a n g e d ,  or d i s t r i b u t e d  u p o n  the w r i t t e n  o r d e r  

or p r e s c r i p t i o n  of an o p t o m e t r i s t  w h o  is a u t h o r i z e d  to use 

the d r u g  as p r o v i d e d  in AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 .

* Sec. 8. AS 1 7 . 1 5 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  

to rea d ;

(b) AS 1 7 . 1 5 . 0 1 0  and 1 7 . 1 5 . 0 2 0  do not a p p l y  to the s a l e  

at w h o l e s a l e  by d r u g  J o b b e r s ,  d r u g  w h o l e s a l e r s  and d r u g  

ma n u f a '  , or at r e t a i l  In a p h a r m a c y  by a p h a r m a c i s t ,

of a* d l a g’ ji ic o p t h a l m l c  d r u g  i d e n t i f i e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  of 

the B o a r d  of E x a m i n e r s  in O p t o m e t r y  to an o p t o m e t r i s t  w h o  

la a u t h o r i z e d  to u s e  the d r u g  ns p r o v i d e d  in A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 .
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( M E S S A G E R E P L Y -J

TO Board of Optometry OATt2-10-81

From; Margie Odland, Regulations Specialist ( T  1 1
Division of Occupational Licensing

J  - & c  /UiXi—  l m l  f K b

Attached for your review are copies of SB 136 J x 6. Q  'Muy' _

and HB 111, concerning the practice of optometry

and authorizing the use of ophthalmic drugs by

optometrists. <Luheutf.

This division would appreciate receiving any

comment you have to offer concerning these bills.

Thank you, __

%
M A I L  Oi* a C a m w * 

Department nl Cummtij^
DWition oi Occupational Lite mu :

Alaaka 998*1

i .  M w i u n m c o n .  1  i M n m t i M M n M C o m w w c A M O N v n * 1 i , t  w m i i w i i  i  m i m h i i u i . u i p n m c o o  m i u « » w m i i i c w t t o u n m *



R E P L Y  M E M O State o f Alaska
(  M E S S A G E R E P L Y

TO Board of Optometry oate2-10-81 TO DATE
From: Margie Odland, Regulations Specialist

Division of tccupational Licensing

Attached for your review are copies of SB 136

and HB 111, concerning the practice of optometry
•

and authorizing the use of ophthalmic drugs by

optometrists.

This division would appreciate receiving any . - • .. . . . -  '  • '
comment you have co offer concerning these bills.

s/ r

Thank you.

/ J l(Z
S T A T E  O K  A L A S K A %

Uepurfmcnt o f Commerce 
D i» iiion of Occupation!'1 Liceitain

Pouch L)
!:ip * iu  A l«k« c t a i* u. V '

t. I l l r  rtUOKV CO»*». 2. VINOW'UIC At.DI'.NK toriis«MtMCAMO<jf.».i*C! .*1 VHHitl Ain* I OitACMtlU* « lir PiNHCOPT Ml tUHN WHItt CO*« ' J M.N{HI

. IN  3 Wifi*) J* 7 .? 
0 I I .CWOSJ7 2 * " 2 "' ••'l*1 
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1 8 , ! ! ? ^ ^  g | : n
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/?m y MEMO State o f AlaskaC M E S S A G E R E P L Yto /iityxA, (k£*~J «.aa/ufaT0 Board of Optometry q m ^-10-81

From: Margie Odland, Regulations Specialist 
Division of Occupational Licensing

W 'U sC tiL ,

IZ
Attached for your review ire copies of SB 136 

and HB 111, concerning the practice of optometry ///. 73
T ,* / _

I L

and authorizing the use of ophthalmic drugs by 

optometrists.____________________________________

This division would appreciate receiving any__

comment you have to offer concern^ g these biIJs 

_________________________ Thank you.

7 / a

S T A T L  O K  A L A S K A  

Department yf Cumin

Dm aion of Occupations! Liccn*in 
--------------------- Pouch—D---------------------

jT r ra au , A la t k a  *59011

/Y /L / ^ /E E i* .



reply State o f A
Q  M E S S A G E R E P L Y j

xo Board of Optometry oate2-10’81 to * )  s  J) A )

From: Margie Odland, Regulations Specialist
\y *

Division of Occupational Licensing

Attached for your review are copies of SB 136

and HB 111, concerning the practice of optometry

and authorizing the use of ophthalmic drugs by "  / 7

optometrists.

This division would appreciate receiving any

comment you have to offer concerning these bills.

Thank you,

'kOu I f a jr-X'

0  p  IP.
■ STATE O h  A L A S K A  
Deportment o f Commerce

Diriuon of Occupodui al Lice isii: 
Pouch D

Jone iu , A  Ink* 99811

i. M ( F m i o * c o * v .  i  sc*-J*vwiLAr.oi,in*coi*ii5WiiM .aiiuonimiaci. t. W M I f t f t t R l *  I lUTAL'M&tua.KlLP PINK C O P *  * 1  tUAS lAnltt COP* tO SINOIR



E. E . BA C H . O .P .
P H IL L 'P  V/. B A C H . O .D . . PH .D . 

l  ro M E T R Y  
SU ITE  2 0 4  DEN A L I PRO FESS IO N A L  CENTEH 

3 4 0 1  OENAM STREET  
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA  9 9 S 0 3
February 12, 1981

Margie Odland

Regulations Specialist

State of Alaska Department of Commerce

Divisipt. of Occupational Licensing

Pouch D

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Ms. Odland:

Thank you for sending me copies of HB 111 and SB 136, authorizing 

use of ophthalmic drugs by optometrists. The bills have been proposed 

jointly by the Board of Examiners in Optometry and the Alaska Optom­

etric Association. They will allow the Board to license optometrists 

for procedures currently being taught in optometry schools but not 

permitted under the present Ala. ka law. The enclosed booklet contain, 

explanatory and reference material that we have provided to legislators.

In recent years, Alaska has fallen behind in its ability to 
license graduates to current standards of practice, lb is now in a 

minority of states that do not permit optometrists to use drugs.

We expect this legislation to be opposed by ophthalmologists, 

who for economic reasons, wish to see the optometry law retain its 

present restrictions.

Supportive testimony by the Division of Occupational Licensing 

would be of help to us in this matter. For instance, you or vour 

people could say that the Optometry Board should have the same 

right to determine the areao of expertise of its profession as is 

accorded the Dental, Medical and o\her health regulatory boards.

More sp'-cj f ical l y , once the legislature acknowledges optometrists' 
right to use drugs, "as taught by schools and colleges of optometry", 

the Board should be givr * the responsibility to determine, by 

regulation, which drugs nay be used and how they may be used, as 

opposed to listing drugs in the statute. If the ophthalmologists 

cannot defeat drugs, per sc, they may propose listing of drugs, 

so as to again freeze the status of a constantly changing, compering 

profession.

Please consider me your principal contact with respect to this 

legislation. I would appreciate hearing your reaction, and your 

thoughts as to what ro'.e the Division might play in these proceedings.

Very truly yours

Phillip W. Bach, O.D., Ph.D. 

Member, Board of Examiners in
PWB/pb Optometry 

telephone 276-8120encloaurc
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REPLY MEMO State of Alaska
Q M E S S A G E R E P L Y  J

T0 Board of Pharmacy date2 "10-81 TO t y f f t ^

From: Margie Odland, Regulations’ Special ist

W f m m  j |_ « ' f  f  'zE- T C E 9 ,  ( T
Division o f  Occupational Licensing i

Attached is a copy of SB 1 3 6 , pertaining to \  7 -  i T . ^ 1 0  u j  mui+-
the use of ophthalmic drugs by optometrists. r t C - J  T t >  U J  i T R -
This bill is the same as HB 111, which was C o R ?  SOffrr ĵarr
introduced in the House by Representative Terry A-  &F-V 'tin. 0 -  / 2 c u  n v i d T  t / d  » X

If y o u  wish to comment on this legislation, /Id)/*}?----- M & 7 ~  (P/1c*j6joJ
please reply on this memo and mail to ny odTfOirJ
attention. L £ « , * ) U « )  n L g f i / J f i ' '  D ^ v $ r

Thank you,
f  t  . f-'

T 1 A A . '’—  V O  01 C o \ f \ f l c ~  y ' G t od syiajjĉ r ?  ?  — -sr
i & 1

1. Mir ftU.CO’COT* J LLHOWHItt ANU ftN« COHIl i rtllM CAXOON »< 1AC1 ,'l, WMIl I W *  J PC > AIM HUB M  J  ̂  1 (.Oft IO »l NOl*



REPLY MEMO State of Alaska
M E S S A G E R E P L Y

TO c tate Medical Board DATE2-10-81 t o  M A R G I E  O D L A N D  o a t e  2/15/8

From: Margie Odland, Regulations Specialist T o m  K i n s e l l a ,  M e m b e r - M e d i c a l  B o a r d

Rp * CoDies of bills Drespnted to v j u  2-7-81 me PQ
In reference to SB 136, pertaining to the I h a v e  a  p r o b l e m  w i oh the b i l _  due

use of ophthalmic drugs by optometrists, I would to the f a c t  t h a t  n o  w h e r e  d o e s  it s t a t

appreciate receiving any comments you may wish the d r u g s  a r e  f c r  d i a g n o s t i c  u s e  o n l y *

to make concerning this legislation. The same T h i s  a l o n g  w i t h  the d e f i n i t i o n

bill has been in trod**: _>d in the Mouse as f IB 111. c h a n g e  p e r t a i n i n g  to o p t o m e t r y

Also, I would appreciate receiving your comment . f r o m " ( R E Q U I R E S )  to m a y  r e a u i r e  r e f e r r a

on the drug bill as soon as possible. to o t h e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ”

Thank y o u . i s  too b r o a d  l a n g u a g e  a n d  s h o u l d  be

b e t t e r  d e f i n e d  t o w a r d s  d i a g n o s t i c  u s e

o f  the o p t h a l m i c  d r u g s .

T h a n k 3

!
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jP»nimula <Cijt (C linic
PETES E. CANNAVA. M.D. 

O P H T H A L M O L O G Y  

BOX 1629 
SOLDOTNA. ALASKA 99669

TELEPH O NE 262-4462

Maggie Odland
Regulations Specialist
V l v . o 5 Occupational Llscenslng

Dear Margie,
Thank you (Jo* giving me the opportunity to comment on the 

so called "optometric drug bill"I The manner In which the bill 
Is worded Is quite dangerous to the public as It would allow 
an O.V. (non-medical p e r s o n ) to use any drug classified as
"ophthalmic" by the optometry board la group of non-physicians}.
In addition the blit would permit them to perform any procedure 
"taught In optometry school". Both of the above liberties could 
be devastating to the public'.

Last spring ophthalmologists agreed to support legislation 
which would allow the O.V.'s to use specific drugs for dlagno 
purposes ond In return the O.V.'s would have faecn required to r e­
fer patient's for medical treatment If certain A^gns eye disease 
were present'. We felt the public would be adequately protected 
under such a bill. The fact that this session the O.V.'s are 
"going for the whole drug pharmacopoeia" Indicates their desire to 
In reality practice medicine not optometry'. If such be the case .
we have a medical board and appropriate exam to satisfy their
llscenslng requir ements.

Please let me know If I may be of aii^A^ance In the
future. Heedless to say, ophthalmologists arc concerned about this 
bill and Its effect on the public. Enc'osed are two additional 
piece* of Information which might be of Interest to your office'.

FefaA.ua/iy 1 9 , 1 9 8 1

r b i n c e r c y y , ^... ^ r e x r e c .t £ .0

Peter E. Cannava, M.V. 
O p ht h a l m o l o g y

PECt ccy



Fo.btiua.ny 13, 1981 tm nsulu O y t
PE T E R  E. CANNAVA. W D . 

O p h t h a l m o l o g y  
BO X  1 6 2 9  

SO LD O TN A . A LA SKA  9 9 6 6 9

T E L E P H O N E  2 6 2 - 4 4 6 2

Vean
This lo.t£o.K concoKns Xho House B U Z  relating to tho practice 

of optometry (House Bill? As now).
This bill uiould sot a dangerous precedent in cun state by 

allowing non-modical pnacticionens to use dnugs upon tho pubtic. 
Tnaditionally, tho pniv'logo 0 6 using dnugs on humans has boon
reserved for thoso pno 6 0s* f.onals who have complotod a counso in
me H e i n e  ok dontistny at a nocognizod school and who have passod tho 
appropriate boand oxam of Alaska. Fon non-modical pnactionons tc 
request legislation penmitting thorn to pnactiee medicine would bo 
tantamount to physicians noquosting legislation penmitting them to 
pnactiee law. Fon just as an optometnist takes a counso in school
on dnugs, so too can I take a counso in school on torts!

itself is tonniblo in its wonding:
Tho wond ascontain is used to doscnibo what 
an optometnist does in deciding if oculan 
disease is pnesent on not. Tho wond ascertain 
comes from tho Fnench "acentenes" plus the 
Latin "centus", both meaning to "hind out with
centainty ih a disease is on is not present!
Tho wond detection from the Latin "detegene", 
to uncoven, would bo mono appropriate.
They ane asking (Jo* legislation to permit them
to penhonm any pnocedune taught by schools oh
o p t o m e t r y ! This would give them canto blanche 
to penhonm any pnocedune unden the sun
as it can be shown to be taught at any
oh optometry by any Instructor!
They ane asking leg i station to use any dnug so

The bill 
Section 1 1 2 )

Section 
line 1 0 1 I 2 1

so long 
school

Section 
line 1 0 3

long as it has been identihied as an opht h a rmi 
dnug by the o p t o m e t n b o a n d .  This is almost 
i n c nedible! They want cantc blanche to use at 
drugs, both diagnostic and therapeutic, by eye 
drop on by mouth on by infection! This means 
their boand (non-physicians) cou .d declare 
morphine an ophthalmic drug because it is 
occassionatty used tr treat eye pain and thus 
they would be with-+n the law.
They rrmaf pass an exam given by the optomc try 
bon t<1 ! lor those who idish to practice medic in 
there is already a board exam given and it has 
with-stood the test 0 f time! there ate nc* 
physicians an the optometry board so this wouC< 
be legislating the blind to* lead the blind. (N 
pan in tended)

I hope this information proves of help in interpreting this 
potentially devastating bill.

Sectiun 3 (3 J

Sincerely,

PECiC cy

.



r e p l y  mm State o f Alaska
(  M E S S A G E R E P L Y

T0 State Medical Board oate2"10-81 ro DAT E ? / / 7/ ^

From: Margie Odland, Regulations Specialist

Ro* Copies of bills presented to you at 2-7-81 me ?ting. ISS(A~( (S S t P c A

In reference tc SB 136, pertaining to the
- -  1<y C fa /n tM . S t 2 /  CPt - u  L / u M * * - .

use of ophthalmic drugs by optometrists, I would H l l  f r j . l p t t t J . M d - t c / f i j u i i i ' f A .

appreciate receiving any comments you may wish

to make concerning this legislation. The same

Ta x—  U y 4 f. Y i’.'- r -

c ls c Z fM iu S . U  '- ty ’ k  L 'M i {

bill has been introduced in the House as MB 111.

Also, I would appreciate recei/ing your comment

on the drug bill as soon as poss'ble.

)4> /  lu U '- i _

jH r t t ?  Y _

_Ihank_you._

Z y A

7

t o  c u .c f y

M l

  q j J R & L l ________

a > r 1 /  y ii- A v Y u 'j  —

l O W C O P t .  t 5 IN O  W M I t l  AND IMNA CO I ’ 11.5 V*HM CAMIION iN fA C t .
T _  o . a a = L  v ________

* 1 .  A l N . l l M l / l Y  l O t I A C H S I U t .  K t l C  PINK c o A  A j f lO n N  M N i n r c o P V  I O  J IN D t

/A
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D E P T .  O F  IIEAI/TII A M )  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

M a r c h  9, 19 8 1

POUCH HOI
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
PHONE:

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l e s  P a r r  
C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  2 9 811 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Parr:

A t  t h e  r e c e n t  S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  on  SB  136: "An
A c t  R e l a t i n g  to  t h e  P r a c t i c e  o f  O p t o m e t r y , "  y o t r  C o m m i t t e e  
r e q u e s t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e  p r o v i d e d :

(1) A  l i s t  o f  d r u g s  a u t h o r i z e d  for u s e  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s  
\n o t h e r  stat e s ;

(2) A  c o p y  o f  F l o r i d a ' s  o p t o m e t r i c  d r u g  law; and,

(3) S u g g e s t e d  l a n q u a g c  to a m e n d  S B  136 t o  p r o t e c t  the 
p u b l i c ' s  h e a l t h  if d r u g s  w o r e  a u t h o r i z e d  for u s e  
b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l i s t  of  d r u g s  to be  
u t i l i z e d  if r e c o m m e n d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

W e  h a v e  a t t a c h e d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  y o u  r e q u e s t e d .  W e  w o u l d  b e  
p l e a s e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f u r t h e r  w i t h  y o u  at the 
C o m m i t t e e ' s  c o n v e n i e n c e .

T h a n k  y o u  foi t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o m m e n t  o n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  
m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D e b o r a h  E. B e h r  
S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t

» r M L H



IN T I E  S E N A T E BY H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N ,  A N D  

S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

C O M M I T T E E  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 1 3 6  ( H E S S )

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  01 T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

F o r  n n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to t h e  p r a c t i c e  of

o p t o m e t r y ,  a n d  a u t h o r i z i n g  the u s e  of 

o p h t h a l m i c  d r u g s  by o p t o m e t r i s t s . "

BE IT " N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 A 0 ( 3 )  is a m e n d e d  to rea d :

(3) a d v e r t i s i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  in a f a l s e  

or m i s l e a d i n g  m a n n e r ,  [;] i n c l u d i n g  f a l s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  to

is m e a n t  as an o p t i c i a n . e y e  p h y s i c i a n ,  o r  by an: o t h e r

d c s i g n n t  ion w h i c h  w o u l d c o n f u s e  t h e  n a t u r e  of h 1 s l i c e n s e d

p r a c t i c e .

* Sec. 2. AS 0 8 . 7 2  Is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to 

r e n d  :

Sec. 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 8 0 .  R E F E R R A L  T O  O T H E R  M E D I C A L  S P E C I A L­

ISTS. If, d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of e x a m i n i n g  a p e r s o n ,  an 

o p t o m e t r i s t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of the e x i s t e n c e  

of a p a t h o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  s h a l l  so 

a d v i a c  the p e r s o n  a n d  s h a l l  r e f e r  the p e r s o n  to an 

a p p r o p r i a t e  m e d i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t  for f u r t h e r  e v a l u a t i o n .

* Sec. 3. A S  7 2 . 3 0 0 ( 2 )  Is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  to r e a d :

(2) " o p t o m e t r y "  mca.it t h o  e m p l o y m e n t  of a n y  

m e a n s  o t h e r  t h a n  the u s e  of d r u g s ,  e x c e p t  the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n



o f  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  i n  

A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 ,  m e d i c i n e  o r  s u r g e r y  to e x a m i n e  t h e  h u m a n  

e y e ,  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  v i s u a l  e f f i c i e n c y  c : t h e  h u m a n  e y e ,  

o r  to d e t e r m i n e  t h e  p o w e r s  o r  d e f e c t s  o f  v i s i o n ;  t h e  

p r e s c r i b i n g ,  p r o v i d i n g ,  f u r n i s h i n g ,  a d a p t i n g ,  u s i n g  o r  

e m p l o y i n g  l e n s e s ,  p r i s m s ,  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s ,  v i s u a l  t r a i n i n g ,  

o r t h o p t i c s ,  o c u l a r  e x e r c i s e  o r  a n y  o t h e r  m e a n s  o r  d e v i c e  

o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  u s e  o f  d r u g s ,  e x c e p t  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u ­

t i c a l  a g e n t s  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  in A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 ,  m e d i c i n e  o r  

s u r g e r y  f o r  t h e  a i d ,  r e l i e f  o r  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  v i s i o n .

* S e c .  A. A 8 0 8 . 7 2 .  3 0 0 ( 3 )  Is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r p e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :

(3) " p r a c t i c i n g  o f  o p t o m e t r y "  m e a n s  e m p l o y i n g  a n y  

m e a n s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  u s e  of d r u g s ,  e x c e p t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

of d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  a n  a u t h o r i z e d  in 

A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 ,  m e d i c i n e  o r  s u r g e r y  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  h u m a n  e y e ,  

t«" d e t e r m i n e  t h e  v i s u a l  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  e y e ,  or t o  

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  p o w e r s  o r  d e f e c t s  o f  v i s i o n ;  t h e  p r e s c r i b i n g ,  

p r o v i d i n g ,  f u r n i s h i n g ,  a d a p t i n g ,  u s i n g  o r  e m p l o y i n g  l e n s e s ,  

p r i s m s ,  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s ,  v i s i a l  t r a i n i n g ,  o r t h o p t i c s ,  o c u l a r  

e x e r c i s e  o r  a n y  o t h e r  m e a n s  o r  d e v i c e  o t h e r  t h a n  t..c u s e  of 

d r u g s ,  e x c e p t  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  

in A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 ,  m e d i c i n e  o r  s u r g e r y  f o r  t h e  a i d ,  r e l i e f  

o r  c o r r e c t i o n  of v i s i o n .

* S e e .  5. A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 3 0 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  s u b s e c t i o n s  t o  

r e a d :

(7) " c o m m i s s i o n e r "  m e a n s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of t h e  

d e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t .



(8) " C o m m i t t e e "  m e a n s  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o m m i t t e e  

on O p t o m e t r i c  D r u g s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 .

S e c .  6. AS 9 8 . 7 2  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to r e a d :  

Sec. 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 .  U S E  O F  D R U G S .  'a) T h e r e  is c r e a t e d  

t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on O p t o m e t r i c  D r u g s .  T h e  

C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of f i v e  m e m b e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n e  

o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t  f r o m  a l i s t  of n o m i n e e s  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  

A l a s k a  S t a f "  M e d i c a l  B o a r d ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of the S t a t e  D i v i ­

s i o n  o * P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  o n e  p h a r m a c i s t  r e c > m m o n d e d  by the 

A l a s k a  B o a r d  of P h a r m a c y ,  a n d  t w o  o p t o m e t r i s t s  f r o m  a li s t  

r e c o m m e n d e d  by t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  of E x a m i n e r s  In O p t o m e t r y .

All m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of the 

d e p a r t m e n t  for t h r e e  y e a r  t e r m .  T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  

d e s i g n a t e  t h e  c h a i r p e r s o n  of t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w h o  s h a l l  r e m a i n  

c h a i r p e r s o n  t h r o u g h o u t  his t e r m .  A l l  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  be v o t i n g  

m e m b e r s .  If any m e m b e r  s h a l l  c e a s e  to a c t  for a n y  r e a s o n ,  

p r i o r  to the t e r m i n a t i o n  of h i s  a p p o i n t e d  t e rm, t h e  c o m m i s ­

s i o n e r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a n e w  m e m b e r  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  q u a l i t i c > » i f n s  

as the r e p l a c e d  m e m b e r  a n d  to c o m p l e t e  t h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  m e m b e r  

c e a s i n g  to act. T h e  C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  m e e t  at the c a l l  of 

the c h a i r p e r s o n .

(b) T h e  C o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r l g h t a  

a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s :

(1) to a p p r o v e  t h o a o  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  

a g e n t s  t o p i c a l l y  a p p l i e d  to be u t i l i s e d  by o p t o m e t r i s t s  in 

t h i s  s t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  t h e r e o f .  T h e  a g e n t s  s h a l l  be 

l l . l t c d  to c y c l o p l c g l c s , m y d r l a t i c s ,  a n d  t o p i c a l  a n o s t h e t t e a ;



(2) to a p p r o v e  t h o s e  o p t o m e t r i s t s  w h o  s h a l l  be 

a u t h o r i z e d  to u s e  t h o s e  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  

a p p r o v e d  by the c o m m i t t e e .  No o p t o m e t r i s t  s h a l l  b e  a p p r o v e d  

u n t i l  he h a s  e x h i b i t e d  his q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  by p a s s i n g  an 

e x a m i n a t i o n  on t h e  p h a r m a c o l o g y  of o p h t h a l m i c  d r u g s  p r e p a r e d  

or a n p r o v e d  by t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  S u c h  e x a m  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of 

w r i t t e n  q u e s t i o n s  J a s i g n e d  to t e e t  k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  p r o p e r  

l i s t e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of the d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  

a g e n t s  a p p r o v e d  by the C o m m i t t e e .  A p p r o v a l  n h a l l  c o n s i s t

of an e n d o r s e m e n t  by t h e  C o m m l u t t e  to h i s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  

c e r t i f i c a t e  a u t h o r i z i n g  h i m  to u s e  o p t h a l m l c  d r u g s  a n d  

s p e c i f y i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e i r  u s e ,  if an y ;

(3) to a p p r o v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  to be

u s e d  an p r e r e q u i s i t e s  to a u t h o r i z a t i o n  to u s e  t h o s e  d i a g n o s t i c  

p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s .  P r o v i d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  n o  c o u r s e  

or c o u r s e s  in p h a r m a c o l o g y  s h a l l  be a p p r o v e d  by t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

u n l e s s  (a) t a u g h t  by a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  h a v i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  for 

b o t h  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  and c l i n i c a l  I n s t r u c t i o n  in p h a r m a c o l o g y  

and w h i c h  Is a c c r e d i t e d  by a r e g i o n a l  or p r o f e s s i o n a l  

a c c r e d i t i n g  o i g a n l z n t i o n  t h a t  is r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  

by t h e  C o u n c i l  o n  P o s t s e c o n d a r y  A c c r e d i t a t i o n  or t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  O f f i c e  of E d u c a t i o n  and (b) t r a n s c r i p t  c r e d i t  for 

the c o u r s e  of c o u r s e s  io c e r t i f i e d  to t h e  C o m m i t  ce by the 

i n s t i t u t i o n  as b e i n g  e q u i v a l e n t  in b o t h  h o u r s  a n d  c o n t e n t  

to t h o s e  c o u r s e .1 *n p h a r m a c o l o g y  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  o t h e r  

l i c e n s i n g  h o a r d s  In t h i s  C h a p t e r  w h o s e  l i c e n s e e s  or 

r e g i s t r a n t s  a r e  p e r m i t t e d  t h e  u s e  of p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  

in t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r a c t i c e .  S u c h



e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  s h a l l  c o v e r  i n s t r u c t i o n  in c a r d i­

o p u l m o n a r y  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  and o t h e r  f i r s t  aid t e c h n i q u e s .

(c) S t a n d a r d s  a p p r o v e d  by the Cotunlttee a n d  a d o p t e d  

in r e g u l a t i o n  by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  be e n f o r c e d  bv the 

B o a r d  of E x a n l n e r s  in O p t o m e t r y .  If the C o m m i t t e e ,  a f t e r  

e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  to the B o a r d ,  f i n d s  th a t  c l e a r ,  c o g e n t  

a n d  c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  to t h e  B o a r d ,  but 

the B o a r d  f a i l e d  to r e c o m m e n d  that a u t h o r i t y  to u s e  d i a g n o s t i c  

p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  be w i t h d r a w n ,  t h e n  the C o m m i t t e e  m a y  

w i t h d r a w  the a u t h o r i t y  to use p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  f r o m  

t h a t  o p t o m e t r i s t .

* Sec. 7. A5 1 7 . 1 5 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  u n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  

to r e a d  :

(b) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  (a) of th i s  s e c t i o n ,  d i a g n o s t i c  

o p h t h a l m i c  d r u g  i d e n t i f i e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  of the S t a t e  

C o m m i t t e e  on O p h t h a l m i c  D r u g s  m a y  be s o l d ,  g i v e n  a w a y ,  

b a r t e r e d ,  e x c h a n g e d ,  or d i s t r i b u t e d  u p o n  t h e  w r i t t e n  o r d e r  

or p r e s c r i p t i o n  of an o p t o m e t r i s t  w h o  is a u t h o r . s o d  to use 

t h e  d r u g  as p r o v i d e d  in A S  06 7 2 . 2 7 7 .

* Sec. 8. AS 1 7 . 1 5 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  

to rca d t

(b) AS 1 7 . 1 5 . 0 1 0  a n d  1 7 . 1 5 . 0 2 0  do not a p p l y  to t h e  s a l e  

at w h o l e s a l e  by d r u g  J o b b e r s ,  d r u g  w h o l e s a l e r s  a n d  d r u g  

m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  or at r e t a i l  in a p h a r m a c y  by a p h a r m a c i s t ,  

of an d i a g n o s t i c  o p t h a l m i c  d r u g  i d e n t i f i e d  ‘y r e g u l a t i o n  of 

the B o a r d  of E x a m i n e r s  in O p t o m e t r y  to an o p t o m e t r i s t  w h o  

is a u t h o r i s e d  to u s e  the d r u g  as p r o v l d o d  in A S  0 B . 7 2 . 2 7 7 .



AS 1 7 . 1 5 . 0 1 0  a n d  1 7 . 1 5 . 0 2 0  do n o t  a p p l y  to tht s a l e  of an 

d i a g n o s t i c  o p h t h a l m i c  d r u g  i d e n t i f i e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  of the 

A l a s k a  S t a t e  Com'iittee on O p t o m e t r i c  D r u g s  by o n e  o p t o m e t r i s t  

a u t h o r i z e d  to u s e  the o p h t h a l m i c  d r u g  to a n o t h e r  o p t o m e t r i s t  

a u t h o r i z e d  to u s e  the d r u g .



BARTLETT M EM ORIAL HOSPITAL
P . O. BOX a-SOOO •  JUN CAU. ALASKA  
M ILK S —  O LA C ICS HIGHW AY

•  TKLKPHONK (# 0 7 )  S S S -a S I I

March 5, 1981

Ho norable Charles Parr, Senator 

Chairman, Senate Committee on Health, Education 

and Social Services 

Alaska State Senate 

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Parr:

At the regular monthly meeting this w e e k  of the Juneau Medical Society, Senate 

Bill 136.enlarging the scope of practice of Optometry was carefully considered.

Thi s bil l  e x p r e s s e s  a c l e a r  in te n t  b v  O p t o m e t r y  (a m e a s u r i n g  s c i ence) to 

p r a c t i c e  m c d l c l r c  b oth In d i a g n o s i s  and t r e a t m e n t  of d i s e a s e .  It is a well 

p r o v e n  p r i n c i p l e  of good m e d i c a l  care, that a p h y s i c i a n  m u s t  treat the e n t i r e  

p a t i e n t ,  not Just a s i n g l e  part of the b o d y  such as the eye. M a n v  s e r io u s  

s y s t e m i c  d i s e a s e s ,  such a s  d i a b e t e s ,  are first d e t e c t e d  b y  c h a n g e s  in the eye. 

O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r c  not trai ne d  In the t r e a t m e n t  of d i a b e t e s  and o t h e r  s y s t e m i c  

1 1 lnesses.

E n a c t m e n t  of S.B. 136 in no w a y  w o u l d  s u b s t i t u t e  for the level of t r a i n i n g  of 

o p t o m e t r i s t s  n e c e s s a r y  to dlagi.ose an d  treat disea s e .  P a s s a g e  of this bill, 

w i t h o u t  s t r i n g e n t  s a fegards, w o u l d  p r o d u c e  a v e r y  real ris k  to the w e l f a r e  

and s a f e t y  of Alaskans.

For t h e  a b o v e  and other r e a sons, the J u n e a u  Medical S o c i e t y  and the M e d i c a l  

St a f f  of Ba r t l e t t  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l ,  u n a n i m o u s l y  ag r e e d  o n  a p o s i t i o n  of s t r o n g  

o p p o s i t i o n  to S . B . 136. a p p r e c i a t e  your c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in this m a t t er .

DONALD R. ROONEY. M.D. ^
P r e s i d e n t ,  J u n e a u  Medi c a l S o c i e t y

Chief of St a f f ,  Bartlett *<e-!ortal H o s p i t a l

D R R : J i m

i A YSPARTMKNT O S  TMK CITY ANO * 0 * 0 1 IKAU
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THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
t w e l f t h  l e g i s l a t u r e

FISCAL N O T E

I. REQUEST i t t lM K OBill/Resolution No. CSSB 136 ( H E S S ) _____________________________________
Title An Act relating to the practice of opcometry._____________________
Req«.'sted bv Sendte HESS Coiwrrt ttee___________________________________Date 4 -9 -8 1

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Department of CofTmerce & Econpnic Development______________________
Program Category Affected Public Protection
BRU, Program, or Subprogramts) Affected Regulation A licensing of professions 
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f Dollars)

FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 .FY 86
100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EOU1PMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC.

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)
LiLXLFEDfc.HAL LL'.NDF D E R A L  F U N D S

QIIlfcR iSprttflLhund-SiMCgl.

POSITIONS

FULL TIME Q 1 0 0 0 0 0 _1
PART TIME
t e m p o r a r y  .

III. ANALYSIS (Sec Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions. Section III) 
Ho fiscal Impact.

IV. DATE 4 -2 3 -8 1
AGENCY

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE
cc; Budget and Management

Prune Sponsor (l ust Legislator Named)
33-001 (Rev 12/80



— '
USE OF PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS BY OPTOMETRISTS 

BY STATE, TYPE, AND CLASSIFICATION

State Optometric D t u r s Classifications of Drugs Used
Diagnostic Diagnostic & Dyes None

Only Therapeutic ■ Topical such as Specifically Listed
• Cycloplegics Mydiatrics Anesthetics Fluorescein Miotics In Statute or Regulations

• v'Ar lzona X X X X
Arkansas X X X X X

£  ^California X X X
X

Delaware X X X X X
- Florida X X X

Georgia X X
Idaho X X
Indiana X X
Iowa X X X X
Kansas X X X X
Kentucky X X X X XE
'Louisiana X X

M/iine X X X
Minnesota X X
Mont ana X A X X X XE

Nebraska “X ~ X X X
1I« vndn X X X

-  J ----------------------------
X

New Jerr.ev JT~ X
New Mexico X X

ffafj North Carolina X X X
North Dalota X X

fy// O'rgon X X X X X XE
•i. Pennsylvania X X X X X

Khodc island X X X X
South Dakota X X
T e n n e s s e e X X X X X
V» ah X X X X

f a f f  *A**l Virginia X* X* X
Uiscons in X X X X X XE
Wyoming X X X X X XE

TOTAL 30 3 16 18 18 5 10 12

Key

K • In Emergency Use ftily x ■ Excludes Oral or Injectlblc DriiRs Source: American Optometric Association (1980)
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NOTICE OF HEARING

The Senate Health, Education & Social Serv'ces Committee has 

scheduled Senate Bill 136 - An Act Relating to the Practice of Optometry.

The public hearing date is Friday, February 27th, at 3:00 p.m. The hearing 

will be located in room 20S of the Behrends Building, which is located at 

the corner of Seward & Third Street in Juneau. Written comments can be sent 

to the Committee at the address on this letterhead.

L
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ASSEMBT Y— 1975 REGULAR SESSION

Enrolled

House Bill 2740
Sponsored by Representatives OTTO, GRANNELL, GWINN, WALDEN, 

Senators HOWARD, JERNSTEDT

CHAPTER. ...............................

AN ACT
Relating to the practice of optometry; amending ORS 683.010, 683.040,

683.060 and 683.270.
Be It  Enacted by the People of the State o f Oregon:

Section 1. ORS 683.010 is amended to read:
683.010. As used in this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise:
(1) “ Board" means the Oregon Board of Optometry.
(2) “Practice of optometry" means the employment of any means other 

than the use o f drugs, except diagnostic agents, topically applied, known 
genetically as cycloadcgics, mydriatics, topical anesthetics, dyes such as 
fluorescein, and, for emergency use only, niiotics, fo r the measurement or 
assistance of the powers or range of human vision or the determination of 
the accommodative and refractive states o f the human eye or the scope of 
its functions in general o r the adaptation of lcnsc3 o r frames fo r the aid 
thereo f, subject to the limitations of ORS 683.040.

(3) “ T ria l 'Tames" o r “ test lenses" means any frame or lens used In 
testing the eyt which is not sold and not fo r sale.

Section 2. ORS 683.040 is amended to read:
683.040. (1 ) Every person desiring to commence the practice o f optom­

etry in this statu must show by satisfactory evidence that he is of good 
moral character and has graduated from a school of optometry which is 
recognized and approved by the board and which maintains a standard o f 
four school yean  of at least niue months each.

(2 ) Every person desiring to commence the practice of optometry 
after January 1, 1976, or employ tbe use of diagnostic agents shall m addi­
tion to the requirements of subsection (1 ) of this section have satisfactorily 
completed a course in pharmacology, as it applies to optometry, by an 
Institution accredited by a regional or professional accreditation organizn* 
tion which is recognized or approved by tho National Commission on 
Accrediting or the United States Commissioner of Education, with particu­
la r emphasis on the topical urplication of dingnostic agents to the eye fo r 
the purpose of examination of the h inian eye and the anulysis of ocular 
functions, approved by the Oregon Board ol Optometry.

Section 3. ORS 683.060 is amended to read:
883.0G0. (1) Any person who has signified to the board his desire 

to be examined by it and who has filed proof that he is qualified under 
this chapter arid the rules of the board to take such examination shall 
appear before the board at such time and place as the board may designate, 
and t>eforc beginning the examination the npplicant shall pay 650 to the 
secretary of the board. At the examinations the board shall examine 
applicants in the anatomy of the eye. in the use of dingnostic agents as used 
topically, in normal and abnormal refractive and accommodative and mus­
cular conditions and coordination o f the eye, in subjective and objective

OREGON LEGISLATIVE



optometry, including the fitting o f glasses, the principles o f lens grinding 
end frame adjusting, and in such other subjects as pertain to the science 
and practice of optometry, such subjects to be enumerated in a publication 
by the board.

(2) The board may, in its discretion, accept the certificate o f success­
fu l examination of the National Board of Examiners in Optometry in one 
or more areas of the examination in lieu of its written examination in such 
areas.

(3) I f  an applicant shall fa il to pass a second examina ion, the board 
may permit additional examinations upon compliance by the applicant 
with the law and the rules of the board.

Section 4. ORS 683.270 is amended to read:
683.270. The powers and duties of the board are as follows:
(1) To organize and elect from  its membership a president and secre­

tary o f the board, each o f whom shall hold office fo r one year, o r until the 
election and qualification o f a successor.

(2 ) To adopt and use a common seal.
(3) To employ agents, attorneys and inspectors to secure evidence of, 

report on, and prosecute a ll violations o f this chapter and to employ other 
necessary assistance in the carrying out of the provisions o f this chapter, 
and to pay the same from the funds provided in this chapter.

(4) To hold r^rnjlar meetings r.t least once a year at which an examina­
tion of applicants fo r certificates of registration shall be held at such 
places as the board shall from time to time designate, and special meetings 
upon request of a majority of the members o f the board or upon the call 
o f the president.(5 ) To keep an accurate record o f a ll proceedings of the board and of 
a ll o f its meetings, of a ll prosecutions fo r violations o f this chapter, and of 
a ll examinations held for applicants fo r certificates of registration, with 
the names and addresses of a ll person; taking examinations and their suc­
cess o r failure to pass such examinations. A ll the records of the board shall 
be public and shall be kept in the office of the board.

(6 ) To keep an accurate inventory of a ll. property of the board and of 
the state in the possession of the board and to obtain a receipt therefor 
from its successor.

(7 ) To keep a register of optometrists which shall contain the names 
and addresses of a ll persons to whom certificates of registration have been 
issued in the State o f Oregon, together with the date o f the issuance of 
such certificate and the place or places of business in which each optometrist 
is engaged, and a ll renewals, revocations and suspensions thereof.

(8 ) To grant or refuse to grant certificates of registration as provided 
in this chapter and to revoke the certificate o f re r stration of any optom­
etrists fo r any of the causes specified in ORS 68J.140.

(9 ) To designute diagnostic pharmacouticul agents for topicAl ue in 
tho practice of optometry from umong the generic categories enumerated 
within subsection (2 ) of ORS 683.010. Said designation shall take place not 
later than Jantinry 1, 1976, and shall bo with the ml vice and guidance o f the

J lo t rd  oi Medical Examiners fo r the State of Oregon.
n w r w T o  administer oaths and take testimony upoh granting and 

revoking or suspending any certificate of registration.
[(10)] (11) To make rules not inconsistent with the laws o f this state 

as ere deemed necessary or proper to carry out the law ful powers and 
duties o f the board, as may be necessary or proper to determine the qual­
ifications of applicants for a certificate to practice optometry in this state, 
and to establish educational, moral and professional standards for such 
applicants, subject to the laws o f this state. I f  an applicant fails to pass a 
second examination the board may adopt rules which may provide the 
required courses of study before further examination.

 o  ■■ ■■
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A M E R I C A N  O P T O M E T R I C  A S S O C I A T I O No
BULLETIN

from the

COMMITTEE ON STATE AGENCIES

COMMUNITY HEALTH DIVISION

VOLUME XXXIII, BULLETIN NO. 36 Mav 28, 1975

TO: State Association Presidents, l®pal-Leqislat*ve Chairmen,
Attorneys, Executives

FROM: Virqil L. Rhodes, O.D., Chairman

SUBJECT: Orenon Leqislation

DIST: 0, T, Dr. Pitts, Division Executive Committee Chairmen, CHD-EC,
SAC, ED, WOD, RC, C, AA, Division Directors, E, NE, Drs.Hoicombe,
Lind, Rush, Reslock, Administrative Heads of Schools and Colleqes

On Tuesday, Mav 20, 1975, Oreoon Governor Robert W. Straub siqned Into law House 

Bill No. 2740.

A cooy of this bill, as enacted, 1s attached.

The bill passed the House bv a vote of 31 to 27, and the Senate bv a vote of 20 

to 10.

Orcqon 1s the fourth state to enact ledslatlon authorizlnq ontometrlsts to utilize 
diagnostic pharmaceutical anents. The three other states and t».® dates of their 
enactment are Rhode Island (Julv 16, 1971), Pennsylvania (March 1, 1974) and 
Tennessee (Mav 8, 1975).

[In addition th«-e are seven other states that do not statutorily nrohlblt the 
use of DPAs bv ontometrlsts: several of these states have attorney qeneral 
opinions (ffavorable) (-unfavorable) on this oolnt: Florida (old AG-),Idaho,Indiana 
(AG-*-), Minnesota, Nevada (AG+), New Jersev (AG+), Vlrainia (AG-).]

C

rxictmvr office 7000 CHirrtwA sm ut • *r. looia. mo ta m  • arla coot aiaaazszzo
.... ii.ti, ■ ■ i ,ri i ,i c m u r  ■ u . u>* m>. ii .M I. i . AiHA rorii :’Q-» m  i st,,*



e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  s h a l l  c o v e r  i n s t r u c t ! o n  i n  c a r d  i -  
o p u l r a o n a r y  r e s u s c i t a t i o n  and o t h e r  f i r s t  a i d  t e c h n i q u e s .

( c )  S t a n d a r d s  a p p r o v e d  by t he  Commi t t e e  and a d o p t e d  
i n  r e g u l a t i o n  by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  be e n f o r c e d  by t he

e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d ,  f i n d s  t h a t  c l e a r ,  c o g e n t  
and c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  was p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d ,  but  
t h e  B o a r d  f a i l e d  t o  r ecommend t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  t o  use  d i a g n o s t i c  
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  be w i t h d r a w n ,  t h e n  t h e  Commi t t e e  may 
w i t h d r a w  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  u s e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a g e n t s  f r om 
t h a t  o p t o m e t r i s t .
S e c .  7 .  AS 1 7 . 1 5 . 0 1 0  i s  amended by a d d i n g  n new s u b s e c t i o n  
to r e a d :

( b )  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  d i a g n o s t i c  
O p h t h a l m i c  d r u g  i d e n t i f i e d  o f  t h e  S t a t e
Commi t t e e  on O p h t h a l m i c  Dru  d ,  g l v o t .  awa j  ,
b a r t e r e d ,  e x c h a n g e d ,  o r  d i s t r i b u t e d  upon t h e  w r i t t e n  o r d e r  
o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n  o f  an o p t o m e t r i s t  who i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  use  
t h e  d r u g  as  p r o v i d e d  i n AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 2 7 7 .
S o c .  8 .  A S  l 7 . 1 5 . 0 3 f T  I s  amer»de'<r*Try a d d i n g  a new s u b s e c t i o n  
t o  r e a d :

( b )  AS 1 7 . 1 5 . 0 1 0  and 1 7 . 1 5 . 0 2 0  do n o t  a p p l y  t o  t h e  s a l e  
a t  w h o l e s a l e  by d r u g  J o b b e r s ,  d r u g  w h o l e s a l e r s  and d r u g  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  u r  a .  r e t a i l  i n  a pha rmacy  by a p h a r m a c i s t ,  
o f  an d i a g n o s t i c  o p t h a l m i c  d r u g  I d e n t i f i e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  o f  
t h e  b o a r d  o f  E x a m i n e r s  i n  O p t o m e t r y  t o  an o p t o m e t r i s t  who 
i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  usu he d r u g  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n AS 0 8 , 7 2 . 2 7 7 .

B o a r d  o f  E x a m i n e r s  i n  O p t o m e t r y .  I f  t h e  C omm i t t e e ,  a f t e r



A S  1 7 . 1 5 . 0 1 0  a n d  1 7 . 1 5 . 0 2 0  do n o t  a p p l y  to t h e  s a l e  o f  an 

d i a g n o s t i c  o p h t h a l m i c  d r u g  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  of t h e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  O p t o m e t r i c  D r u g s  by o n e  o p t o m e t r i s t  

a u t h o r i z e d  to u s e  t h e  o p h t M l m i c  d r u g  to a n o t h e r  o p t o m e t r i s t  

a u t h o r i z e d  to u s e  t h e  d r u g .



JA M ES H PATTERSON. M.D
Diwuri and Sur*fry of (hr E rr 

Sub>pecalit> Prdtitrtc Ophlhtlmolog)
3500 LATOUCHE 

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA M504
Trlrpfwinr 907: 174-1151

February 24, 19bl

Charles H. Tarr 
Senator 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Charlie:

During this legislative session ycu will be asked to vote on lib 111 
or 5b 13b giving the optometrists the right to use "ophthalmic drugs".
It is easily documented that the present training and level of expertise 
of the or*ometrists in the state of Alaska in no way qualifies then to 
use medic. :ions. The wording in these Dills, riving priviledges for 
'ophthalmic drugs" approved by the Coard of Examiners of Optometry 
opens the door for the optometrists tc use toth diagnostic and thera­
peutic drug:,. For the past two sessions the optometrists have United 
their request to diagnostic drugs. Tuc.v ncv want to beccre ihyslcians 
with the rriviledges*of prescribing all ophthalmic medications by fiat 
rather that, through the established mechanisms of a nedlcal education. 
Ire us' of ophthalmic drugs by optometrists ‘vould 1n no way Increase 
the oualitv of optometric services provided tc the people of the state 
of Ale ska and would possibly give these patients on whom optometrists 
use cf medications a false sense of security if indeed they were re- 
assureu after their examination that all things arc copocetic.

1 would appreciate your serious thoughts and considerations as to the 
full Implications and ramifications of nerr.itirg optometrists the use 
o* 'ophthalmic drugs". This legislation in Its present form should be 
uefeatcd. As a physician I would appreciate any and all of your efforts 
in helping defeat this legislation in its present form.

Sincerely yours,

,  ?  L 'l/
• Li m . v  « / ^  * u -

Jar.es ii. f'atterson M.D.

JliP:pl2



PR. CURTIS M JOHNSON 
OPTOMETRIST 

150 SEVENTH AVENUE 
FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99T0I

Tc'«pbooe 456-4010

February 24, 1981 a
Senator Charlie Parr 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Parr;

I would like to encourage the support of your HESS 
committer for SB 136.

1 am sure you understand ’■he poll tics of this issue 

and I understand the desire of some in the "HOT SEAT" 

to seek a compromise when strong feelings are expressed 
on two sides of an issue.

We sat down with ophthalmology last year to see if some­
thing could be worked out. Their idea of a compromise 
was to allow us two drugs, in return for which we would 

be required to refer to them every little deviation from 

norh.il, whether on not, in our judgement, a referral was 
necessary. Such a provision in the law would result in 

many, many needless referrals, be more costly to patients 

in both tine and money and seriously undercut professional 
judgements that optometry has worked years to attain.

In the absence of an acceptable compromise, which is very 

unlikely, I think it is time for this legislation to come 
to the floor in it's present form. We feel that the votes 

are there for passage in it's present form.

S in c e re ly , y

* Curtis M. Johnson, 0 D



DR. ROBE R T  W .  MILLER

O PT O M E T R IS T  
2 6 0 6  C  ST REE T  

A fJC M O RA G E , A LA SK A  0 0 9 0 3  
PH O N E  ( 8 0 7 )  2 7 8 - 3 0 4 1

/m encan Opiometfic 
Association

February 23, 1981

The Honorable Mike Colletta 
Health, Education and Social 

Services Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska, 99811 

Dear Senator Collettaj

Enjoyed having you and all the others at the P.A.S.I.T 
party at my hone last year. I was really saddened by Jack 
Turinsky’s death. He helpe* a lot on P.A.S.I.T.

I'd like to urge your support for SB 136. I realize 
the pressure from the ophthalmologists is great since they 
are trying to protect, in the eyes of the public, their 
last remaining main difference from Optometry. Senator, 
no one today has a c o m e r  on knowledge and training. 
Optometristj today are every bit as well ard in many 
cases better trained than ophthaur.ologlstr in --he use of 
drugs.

Compromise with ophthalmology appears to be impossible 
We've tried, but they refuse. I think they're scared. 
Ceneral medicine as a whole seems to have no o b j e c t s  .

Sure this is a turf bill but one that benefits the 
public and that's the whole "olnt. Public benefit V.S. 
one professions protection.

Thanks for your .<ne Senator. I do hope you'll 
help on this. Thanks again.

Best regards

Robert W. Killer, O.D

RVK/rna

cc i Senators
Charlie Parr 
Terry Stinson 
Vic Fischer 
Tin Kelly



The 
ALASKA OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION

AFFILIATED WITH 
AMERICAN OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION

FAEtlDCNT
G#org* Hall 0  0

h c t r u i
Oanmi Swamai 0  0

LCOIStATIVE comm  
Maynard Falcon* 0  D 
PniiiipBacn 0 0  Pn 0

F e b r u a r y  12, 1981

H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l e s  H. P a r r  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  larr:

E n c l o s e d  is the o p t o m e t r i c  d r u g  b i l l  SB 'Jb as it e m e r g e d  
f r o m  d r a f t i n g .  It d i f f e r s  s l i g h t l y  f r o m  the w o r d i n g  of the 
p r o p o s e d  bi l l  in the b o o k l e t  w e  sent you. It t i g h t e n s  the 
r e v i s i o n  l a n g u a g e  in the p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s  s t a t u t e  (A.S. 
17.15) to r e l a t e  m o r e  c l o s e l y  to tht e x i s t i n g  p a r a g r a p h s .

Y o u r  s t a f f  can use the b i l l  n u m b e r  for f i l i n g  the b o o k l e t .

V e r y  t r u l y  yours,

M a y n a r d  F a l c o n e r ,  O.D. 
P h i l l i p  Bach, O . D . . Ph.D. 
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e



TESTIMONY FOR SENATE BILL 136 

February 27, 1981

P.W. Bach

Gentlemen of the Committee, I'm Phillip Bach, an optometrist 

in private practice in Anchorage, and a member of the Board of 

Examiners in Optometry. I don't stand on ceremony, so my back-

bround and degrees are listed on the VITA attached to the end of

this testimony.

Since I have been a professior at various times, it is my 

assignment to describe to you, briefly, the nature of optometric 

education. I'll also touch on the similarities and differences 

between the raining of an O.D. and that of an M.D.

Professional education can be broken down into three general 

phases. In graduate school these phases are usually called 

theory courses, methods courses, and practicum. In optometry 

they are called didactic courses, clinic preparation or pre-clinic, 

and clinical experience. In Exhibit 1 of your handout, I have 

placed in these three categories, the courses of the Pennsylvania 

College of Optostttry, a school I t cently visited.

Didactic cou ics are taught in the classrooms and laboratories.

They are designed to provide a fund of background knowledge which 

servta as a basis for exercising professional judgment. You will 

note that these courses are taught chiefly by professors whose 

doctorates are in the basic science areas, like physiology, pharma­

cology, pathology, clinical medicine and clinical optometry. Thus 

ODs, MDs ami PhDs teach in this phase.

-      -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



In th ' pre-clinic phase students are taught to apply this 

knowledge to general and special areas of optometry. Instruction 

takes place in special clinic-like facilities designed for the 

purpose. The instructors in this phase are primarily ODs, who 

teach the clinical procedures and relate theory to practice.

Students develop proficiency in individual procedures by practicing 

the procedures on each other.

In the clinic phase, students examine and care for real 

patients under the reaching and supervision of a clinic staff 

consisting of 37 optometrists, 3 ophthalmologists and several 

miscellaneous professionals in related fields. In the regular 

clinic, there is one supervising doctor for every 2 student 

clinician'-. In this role, clinicians treat minor eye discasus, 

and refer major diseases to an ophthalmological care module 

located in the clinic. Cases having particular teaching value 

are seen in pathology clinics conducted by an ophthalmologist and 

attended by clinicians from the primary care module in which the 

case originated. (There are 4 primary care m o d u l e s ) .

Clinicians later undergo an externship, where they spend timc 

in field settings, such as Veterans Administration hospitals, Public 

Health Service clinics and private practices. At the end of this 

training, they receive the 0.1). degree and ate eligible to take 

state and national board examinations for licensure.

To explore another foundation of professional judgment, it is 

instructive to look at the type of students who enter the four year 

optometry program. 1 have long held the belief that a school Is only 

as good aa its students. It is one thing to b« ' * ’< ,



it is another thing to retain and apply it. Optometry schools 

require a minimum of two to three years of pre-optometric college 

study, with specific course requirements to be completed during that 

time. In practice, only exceptionally qualified students are admitted 

with less than four years of college and a completed major. This is 

shown in Exhibit 2. For each school, the number of entrants 

having two, three or four years of college are shown in the first 

three columns. For all the schools collectively, the percentage 

of entrants who have four or more years of college is 722.

Broad college experience is desirable because it demonstrates the 

student's ability to sustain a program of study, particularly in 

upper division college courses; and it helps to develop the so-called 

well rounded person, which all professions seek.

An even more direct indication of the quality of the ttudents 

is their ~ade point average, shown in column . Again, for the 

schools as a whole, these CPAs average out to 3.3 on a 4.0 scale, 

which is a high B average. Thus the schools draw their students 

from the top third of the college class While grad point average 

does not correlate particularly well with success in practice, 

it dees show a student's ability to get through difficult courses 

in the professional curriculum. And since most schools require 

in pre-optometry, courses like organic chemistry and differential 

calculus, these high grade point averages were not earned in 

basket weaving courses.



What sort of practitioner id produced by this educational system?

An ophthalmologist? No. A general practitioner in medicine? No.

A person capable only of determining a spectacle prescription and 

fitting contact lenses? Certainly not! The system produces a 

doctor in the field of health care, a professional whose training 

has been carefully focused and taylored to produce a generalist of

the eye and visual system, a provider of primary care in the eye

#
field. In te-.ms °f disease, primary care means diagnosis and 

treatment of some eye diseases, preliminary diagnosis and referral 

of other diseases to a specialist for further evaluation and 

treatment. The specialist is usually an ophthalmologist, but tince 

the eye is a w indow to the body as a whole, referral may also be made 

to a neurologist, internist or other health care practitioner.

Exhibit 3 shows schematically where the optometrist fits in 

between the general practitioner and the ophthalmologist in terms 

of his knowledge of eye diseases. His knowledge is intermediate 

between the two but closer to that of the opht*almologist. Por 

primary care, his knowledge, office instrumentation and continuing 

education is far superior to the general practitioner, who must 

spread himself across the entire body. While the O.D. program 

is not short, doctors of optometry feel their educations, model 

is more efficient and cost effective for primary eye care than 

that of the ophthalmologist, who first goes through four ye->rs of 

general medical school and receives much training that he will never 

use, then undergoes a three year residency heavily oriented toward 

surgical procedures which also are not invoked in priamry eye care.



Such a system produces an expensively trained specialist, who in order 

to earn a specialist's level of income, must charge higher fees for 

rendering primary care or see more patients in the same period of 

time. Moreover, they are less accessible due to their smaller numbers 

and uneven geographic distribution. The optometric model is very 

similar to that of dentistry. While dentists do not seem cheap, 

their services would almost certainly be more expensive were they 

performed by medical specialists having 11 years of higher education 

instead of 8,

It has been suggested by opponents of the bill that ODs 

are narrow.y trained in drug usage, without the background of 

the MD to handle adverse reactions that might occur Nothing 

could be further from the truth. Like physicians, dentists and 

podiatrists, optoowtrists are medically trained, in ways that 

meet the unique requirements of their field. It is one of the 

hallmarks of training in a profession, that the practitioner is 

trained well beyond the level at which he must function in routine 

practice. The extra training gives him the depth with whicn to 

make proper decisions in unusual cases that come along. This is 

particularly true in the drug area, where the optometrist is 

grounded in general pharmacology as a preparation for ocular 

pharmacology. Moreover, the OD, by using relatively few drugs, 

is highly expert not only in their usage, but in knowing what 

sym< new to look for and in the proper use of remedial procedures, 

or the drugs we are talking about, remedial procedures are

-



relatively few. For instance, it is not uncommon for mild 

allergic reactions to occur with antibiotic drops or ointments.

When this happens, the remedial pro .{dure is to discontinue use 

of the drug. If these drugs were inherently dangerous they 

would not be prescribed for use at home. As a matter of common 

sense, no school is going to teach its students to do something 

that could be dangerous to the public without »lso teaching them 

the proper remedy.

. In surmary, an established and respected profession, optometry, 

offers your constituents a health care capability that is not 

being utilized in Alaska due to an antiquated optometry law. 

Authorizing Alaskan optometrists to provide their profession's 

primary eye health service*, will allow faster and more available 

routine treatment, better referral, sav«- patients' time, money 

and travel, and not cost a dime of taxpayers' money.



V I T A

Phillip W. Bach

1961 Graduated, West Anchorage High School

1961-4 Attended Alaska Methodist University

1965-7 Attended Illinois College of Optometry, Chicago

1968-9 Attended Pacific University College of Optometry and Pacific
University, Forejt Grove, Oregon

1969 Bachelor of Science (psychology), Pacific University

1969 Doctor of Optometry, Pacific University College of Optometry

1970-5 Attended Craduate School, Purdue University, LaFayette, Indiana

1975 PhD (special education and physiological psychology), Purdue University

Experience

1970 Craduate Assistant, Purdue University

1971-4 Graduate Instructor, Purdue Univrrsity

197^ Assistant Professor of Education, Western Illinois University,

Macomb, Illinois (summer session)

1975 to
Present Private practice in optometry, Anchorage, Alaska

1975 (Sept. - Oct.) Consultant to Alaska Unorganized Borough School 

District

1972 to
Present Contributing Editor, "Crowing Chilu", a monthly child development 

newsletter, circulation 125,000

1978 Part Time Instructor, Department of Education, University of 
Alaska, Anchorage (spring semester)

-* %
Activities and Affiliations 

1978 to
Present Member, Board of Directors, Anchorage Community Mental Health

Education
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1975 to 
Present

1980,

1981

1975 to 
Present

1975 to 
Present

Cen te r  (Secretary, 1979, 1980; Vice - P r es i d e n t ,  1981)

Member, Pola r i s  Squadron, Civil Air Patrol (Mission Pilot, 

Sa f et y  Officer)

Member, Anchorage Symphony (some concerts)

Member, A m e r i c a n  O p t o m e t r i c  At, oc i a t i o n

Member, Alaska Optometric Association (Vice-President, 1980)



Exhibit #1

Phases of Professional Study, 
Pennsylvania College of Optometry

A. Theory (years 1 through 4)

Course 

Gross Anatomy 

Microanatomy 

General Biochemistry 

General Physiology 

Endocrinology 

General Pathology 

General Pharmacology 

Medical Urgencies and Emergencies 

Clinical Medicine 

Theoretical Optics 1 & II 

Physiological Optics. I, II, III & IV

Ophthalmic Op ics I & II 

Neurosc ience

Elect rod!agnostic Methods

O c u l a r  Biology I & II

Ocular Pharmacology and Therapeutics

Diseases of the Eye I & II

Ophthal ic Pathology

Primary Car* , Optometric 
Procedures I, II, III

Contact Lens Practice

Strabismus/Amblyopia

Type of Instructor 

O.D., M.S., Anatomy 

M.S., Anatomy 

Ph.D., Physiology 

Ph.D., Physiology 

Ph.D., Physiology 

M.D.

Ph.D., Pharmacology 

M.D.

M.D.

Ph.D., Optics

Ph.D.s Physiological Optics 
and Ph.D., Psychology

O.D.

O.D., M.S., Anatomy 

Ph.D., Physiological Optics 

O.D., and Ph.D., Ana >my 

Ph.D., Pharmacology 

M.D., Ophthalmology 

M.D., Ophthalmology

O.D.

O.D.

O.D.



 ,------------------------

Theory (cont.)

Pediatric Optometry

Vision Rehabilitation

Neuro-Optometry

Health Care I 

(Public Health)

Health Care II 

(Epidemiology)

Health Care III

(Healt Care Policy and Organization)

Environmental Optometry

Practice Management and 

Development

O.D.

O.D.

O.D.

O . D . , M.P.H.

O . D . , M.P.H.

O . D . , M.P.H. 

O.D.

O.D.

B. C l i n i c  P re p a ra tion  (y e a rs  1 and 2}

P rim ary Care, Optometric P rocedures 
I ,  I I  6 I I I  L abo ra to ry

Contact Lens P ra c tic e  L abo ra to ry
Strabismus/Amblyopia L abo ra to ry
Ped i a t r i c  Optometry Labo ra to ry
Vi s i on Rehab i l i t a t i o n  L abo ra to ry
P r o f e s s i ona l  P ra c t ic e  I ,  I I  & I I I

C. C l i n i c a l  Experience -  o t Eye I n s t i t u t e  (y e a rs  3 and 4 )

1 '»♦ O .D .s 
1 O phtha lm o log ist 
3 Ph .D .s

P ro fe s s io n a l P ra c t ic e  IV & V 
(g en e ra l c l i n i c s )
Advanced P r o f e t s i o n a l  P r ac t i ce  
( s p e c i a l t y  c l i n i c s )
E x te rn a l Education Pa t i ent  Care 
(Home exam inations and sc re en in g s )

37 O .D .s 
3 Ophtha lmol ogi s t s  
3 Ph .D .a 
5 Other



—

Clinical Experience (cont.)

Externship I, II

(experience in settings and institutions 

away from Eye Institute)

E l e c t i v e s :

Biological Science Research 

Visual Science Research 

Health Care Research 

Human Interpersonal Relations

Advanced Professional Practice >  Appropriate faculty & staff

Clerkship I, II
(observing in various practices) 

Externship III

Selected Topics in Optometry

Theory and Clinical Practice of 

Low Virion Rehabilitation J



OD MD PhD Other

Alexander*
Barker, F.*
Berman
Blaustein*

Bressler
Brilliant*
Brown

Byer* (& MS) 
Cohen, J.

Borska
Toland* (& OD)

Barker, P. 
Carroll (& OD)
Feinbloom 
Levy
Lewis, T. (& OD) 
Myers (& OD) 
Siegfried 

Singh (& OD) 
Smith

Brookes (MBA) . 
Clugh (BS)

Davis (BS) 
Lewis, D. (BA) 
Lombardi (MS) 

Lynch (MB, DFH) 
Redmond (BA)

Cohen, M.
Cook
Crozier, G.H.*
Crozier, G.C.

Cummings*
DiStefano (A Mad, MPH)
Ffinblum lA MEd)
Fink
Freeman
Friedman
Friedner
Furer
Gottshalk
Granatt
Gray* OD (cont.)
Gurwood

Hirsch Press*
Hooten Ragone

Kaplan, H. Rinehart* (A MA)
Kasik, K. Robinson*
Kasik, M. (A MEd) Ruskiewicz (A MPH)

Kaplan, W. (A MA) Seiderman (& MA)
Kolb Silbert*
Laney Simon
Lebow Skclnick*
Leibowitz (& MEd, MPH) Soles 

Lockhardt* Spinell*
Margaretten Udvari
Marrs Venna
Miller
Morrison
Moss*
Mroz 
Mullen*
Nyman*

Olesscwski* (A MS) 
Pitta (A MS)
Poquia

Volinaky* (& MS) 

Walker*
Walton 
Ward (& MPH) 
Wcidig 
White*

Whitenur (A MPH) 
W i 11iams* 
Yamamoto

Additional degrees at Masters or higher noted 

* Also on Eye Institute faculty



Eye Institute Faculty and Staff

OD MD PhD Other

Alexander 

Barker, F.

Bennett (& MS)

Blaustein

Brilliant

Kay

Rodis (& PhD)

Toland (& OD) 

Degiin (& MSc) 

Katzman

Feinbloom 

Lewis (& OD) 

Singh (& OD)

Cope (BA)

Gerushat (MA) 

Smith (MEd) 

Terwilliger (MSW) 

Watson (MA)

Byer (& MS)

Cole

Crozier, G.H.

Cummings

Freeman

Gottshalk

Gray
Jordan

Jose

Klopfer

Lockhart

McCulloch

Moss

Mullen

Nyman

Oleszewski (& MS) 

Pearlman-Storch 

Press

Rinehart (& MA)

Robinson

Ruggiero

Silbert

Skolnick

Spinel 1

Volinsky (& MS)

Walker

White
Williams

Wi Ison

Yorkgitis

Zaba U  MA)

Zlotnick

Additional degrees at Masters level or higher noted
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Characteristics of Students Entering 
Optometry Schools in 1979

Optometry School

University of Alabama at 

Birmingham, School of 

Optometry

University of California at 
Berkeley, School of Optometry

Ferris State College of Optometry 
(Big Rapids, Michigan)

University of Houston 
College of Optometry

Illinois College of Optometry 
(Chicago)

Indiana Uni ersity, School of 
Optometry (Lioomington)

New England College of Optometry 

(Boston)

Ohio State University 
College of Optometry (Columbus)

Pacific University College of 

Optometry (Forest Grove, Oregon)

Pennsylvania College of Optometry 
(Philadelphia)

Southern California College 
of Optometry (Fullerton)

Southern College of Optometry 
(Memphis)

State University of New York 

College of Optometr" (New York)

Years of Pre-Optom- 
etric College Stud” 

2 ;rs. 3 yrs. A yrs.

35

Mean Grade Point 7. Applicrnts 
Average (4.0 Scale) Accepted

0

0

18

0

11

20

2

9

21

33

13

35

21

26

30

19

15

25

38

27

91

118

30

80

23

35

129

72

104

63

3.36

3.35

3.45

3.36 

3.30 

3.58 

3.19

3.46

3.36 

3.18 

3.32 

2.90 

3.27

27

18

23 

19 

19

14

15

24

17 

22

16 

IB

18

Percent of all entrants having 
4 or more years of college

Grand mean grade point average 

(weighted by class sise)

72 3.27



Schematic Comparison: Relative 

Knowledge of the Eye, Eye 

Diseases and Eye Medicine

Ophthalmologist

Optometrist

General Practitioner

________________________________________________



PU PIL

THE HUMAN EYE
(OraMlnq compliments of 
(Nancy Deltrlck - 2/26/81 
(Senate HESS Conwlttee



S ITKA  V IS ION  C L IN IC  
T. B . Mc L a u g h l in , o .d  . p .c .

BOX 408
•  ITKA. ALASKA 08838

T x l x p h i

S e n a t o r  C h a r l e s  Parr, C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
J u n u a u ,  A l a s k a  99311 

D e a r  'en. Parri

I u r g e  y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of JD 136, r e l a t i n g  t o  
o p h t h a l m i c  d r u g s  in o p t o m e t r y .

T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  n e e d s  t o g e t h e r  u n d e r  that h eading. B e s i d e s  
d i a g n o s t i c  a i ds, s u c h  as p u p i l  d i l a t i n g  d r u g s ,  optometrist;; n e e d  
to h a v e  tho u s e  of c e r t a i n  o t h e r  d r u g s ,  n u c h  as a n t i b i o t i c  d r o p s  
a n d  o i n t m e n t s  for e y e  i n f l a m m a t i o n *  th a t  a r e  not s e r i o u s  e n o u g h  
to r e q u i r e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of a s p e c i a l i s t .

.-or instance, p a i n f u l  c o r n e a l  a b r a s i o n s  from c o n t a c t  lens 
o v e r w e a r  a r e  c o m m o n  o c c u r r e n c e s .  P r o p e r  t r e a t m e n t  i n cludes 
i n s t i l l a t i o n  of a c o r neal a n e s t h e t i c  t o  b r e a k  t h e  p a i n  r e s p o n s e ,  
f o l l o w e d  by a s p i r i n  to h o l d  t h e  p a i n  d o w n  a f t e r  the a n e s t h e t i c  
w e a r s  o f f  ( p r o l o n g e d  a n e s t h e t i c  is u n d e s i r a b l e  b e c a u s e  it 
r e t a r d s  h e a l i n g ) .  At tho s a m e  t i m e ,  an  a n t i b i o t i c  is use) 
t o  g u a r d  a g a i n s t  i n f e c t i o n  u n til t h e  c o r n e a l  cpithr-liuir if. 
ri»storr?fl.

T h e  o p t o m e t r i s t  has a b l u a i c r o a c o p o  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  r a n  
m o n i t o r  the p r o g r e s s  of t h e  h e a l i n g ,  w h i c h  u s u a l l y  t a* e*.
1 t o  3 d a y s .  Th i s  m i c r o s c o p e  is not normal e q u i p m e n t  foi 
.i jcneral p r a c t i t i t m o r ,  an*' i a m  t h e  o n l y  port ..
w h o  has su c h  an instrument .

Very t r u l y  y o u r s

T i m o t h y  B. Pa 1. ighlin, > ..



D R .  E D  C R A I G  
O PT O M ET R IST  

3 4 8  MAIN ST REE T  
KETC H IKA N  A LASKA  9 0 9 0 1

D i a l  » S  ) I 7 S

February 25,1981

S e n a t o r  Jhar l e s  P a r r  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 811 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Parr:

I u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  136 w h i c h  w i l l  l e g i s l a t e  
use o f  o p t h a l m l c  d r u g s  by  o p t o m e t r i s t s  d u r i n g  the c o u r s e  o f  
a v i s u a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .

W h i l e  o p h t h a l m o l o g y  d e a l s  w i t h  d i s e a s e s  o f  the e y e  and p e r­
forms  s u r g e r y  u p o n  the eye, o p t o m e t r y  is the o n l y  p r o f e s s i o n  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  l i c e n s e d  in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  to deal with h u m a n  
v i s i o n  a n d  r e l a t e d  p r o b l e m s .

T h e  a v e r a g e  o p t o m e t r i s t  h a s  s p e n t  6 y e a r 3  or m o r e  t r a i n i n g  
for h i s  p r o f e s s i o n .  A l l  t h i r t e e n  o p t o m e t r y  c o l l e g e s  n o w  i n c lude 
a c o n p r e h e n o i v e  s t u d y  o f  p h a r m o c o l o g y .  T h e  p h a r m a c o l o g i c a l  
c u r r i c u l u m  io a c c e p t e d  by T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l s  and C o l l e g e s  
and is 3 i m l l n r  to that t a u g h t  to m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t s .

M o d e m  t e c h n o l o g y  h a s  made s o p h i s t i c a t e d  d i a g n o s t i c  e q u i p m e n t  
a v a i l a b l e ,  but t h e i r  v a l u e  to the p a t i e n t  d i m i n i s h e s  w h e n  the 
la w  d i s a l l o w s  t h e m  to be u n e d  i n  c o n l u n t i o n  w i t h  o c u l a r  drugs.
T h e  o p t o m e t r i s t s ' s  a b i l i t y  to v i e w  a l a r g e r  p o r t i o n  of the e y e  
w i t h  u s e  o f  .hose d r u g s  will r e s u l t  in the e a r l i e r  d e t e c t i o n  
o f  e y e  d l r e n s o n .  O f  c o u r s e ,  e a r l y  d e t e c t i o n  w i l l  r e s u l t  in 
the e a r l v  r e f e r r a l  to an o n h t h a l m o l o  • i:;t.

R e c e n t  g r a d u a t e s  f r o m  o p t o m e t r y  c o l l e g e s  are n o w  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t e s t e d  in tho u s e  o f  o p h t h n l m i c  d r u  a by the s t a t e  boards.
" o v ln g  passed t h l 3  e x am in a t io n , they sh ou ld  n o t r e q u i r e  p o l i c i n g  

rom a n o th e r  p r o f e s s i o n .
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Pm nm la <Ly. C lin ic
I  CANNAVA. M O  

O 'N T M tik O iO O t  
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S O LD O T N A  ALASKA « M « t

T■ lI kmomi N I-M U
VtaA

The bill it*ell 
Section 1 (2 ):

Section 
line 10

1 (l)i

h c n \ j .
Thi* letter concern* the H o m e  Bill relating to the practice 

ol optometAy ( H o m e  Bill? A* oj now).
Thi* bill would set a d a n g e n o u * precedent in  o u a  s t a t e  by 

allowing non-medical pnacticioneni to m e  dAug* upon the public.
Ta aditionally, the pAivilege ol using dAug* on humans ha* been
AeteAved Io a  tho*e pAolessionals who have completed a c o u a * c in
medicine on denti*tAy at a necognized *chool and who have pa**ed the 
ap p AOpAiate  boaAd exam ol Ala*ka. Fo a  non-medical pAactioneA* to 
Acquest legi*lation penmitting them to pnactiee m e d icine would  be 
tantamount to phy*ician* niquesting legislation penmitting them to 
pnactiee law. Foa  ju*t a* m  cptometni*t take* a coun*e in *ehool
on dnug*, *o too can 7 take a eounse in * c hool on  tont*!

is tenniblc in it* wondingi 
The wond ascentain i* u*ed tc de*cnibe what 
an optometni*t doe* in deciding ii oculan 
di*ea*e i* pne*ent on not. The w o n d  a*centair 
come* Inom the Fnench "aeentenes" plus the 
Latin "c c n t u * ", both meaning tc " lind out witl
centainty il a di*ea*e i* on i* not p*eaen{!
'he wond detection l-nom the Latin " d e t e g e n e " , 
to uneoven, would be «o*e appnopniate.
They ane asking Ion l e g i*lation to penm^t t h e
to penlonm any pnocedune taught by *ehoot* oi

Thi* would give them cante b l a n c■i 
to penlonm any pnocedune unden the *un so len.
a* it car. Le shown tc be taught at any school
ol optomctny by any i n s t n u c t o n 1 
They ane asking legislation to use any dnug s 
long a* it has been idenlilitd as an ophthalr 
dnug by ?/ic eptometny boand. Thi* i* almost 
i r . e n c d i b i e T h e y  want cante blanche tc use c 
d n u g s , bcth diagnostic and t h e n e p e u t i e , by ey 
dnop on by mcuth on by injectionJ Thi* means 
thein boand ( non-physician*) could deetane 
mctpfcine an i-phthalmic dnug because it is 
occassionalty used to in eat eye pant end thus 
they would be with-in the law.
They must pass o t exam given by the opfcnttny 
boand'. Fon those who wish to p n a e t i i * ^edic 
thene is alneady a boand exam given and it ha 
with-*toed the test oi time'. The*c ant no 
physician* on the eptometny boand so thi* wou 
be legislating tht blind to* lead the blind. { 
pun intended}

I hope t h i * inlonmation pnove* ol help in inttnpneting thi* 
potentially devastating bill.

Section 
line 10

Section 3 (3):

S m c e n e l y ,

PEC}cey

T t j



M a r c h  9, 1981

■ T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l e s  P a r r
I  C h a i r m a n
E  S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e
I  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
■ P o u c h  V
I  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

I  D e a r  S e n a t o r  Parr:

I  At tho r e c e n t  S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  o n  S B  136: "An
I  Act R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  P r a c t i c e  o f  O p t o m e t r y , "  y o u r  C o m m i t t e e
I  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e  p r o v i d e d :

I  il) A list of d r u g s  a u t h o r i z e d  for u s e  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s
I  in o t h e r  s t a t e s :

I  (2) A c o p y  of F l o r i d a ' s  o p t o m e t r i c  d r u g  law; and,

I  (3) Suggci t e d  l a n g u a g e  to a m e n d  S B  136 t o  p r o t e c t  t h e
I  p u b l i c ' s  h e a l t h  if d r u g s  w e r e  a u t h o r i z e d  for u s e
I  b y  optoatctrists, i n c l u d i n g  a list o f  d r u g s  t o  b e
I  u t i l i z e d  if r e c o m m e n d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t .

I  W e  h a v o  a t t a c h e d  t h e  u a t c r i a l  y o u  r e q u e s t e d .  W e  w o u l d  be
I  p l e a s e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f u r t h e r  w i t h  y o n  at the
I  C o m m i t t e e ' s  c o n v e n i e n c e .

I  T h a n k  y o u  for the o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o m m e n t  on  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t
I  m a t t e r .

S i n c o r e l y ,

I
D e b o r a h  E. B o h r  
S p e : i a l  A s s i s t a n t



LIST OF PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS BY NAME (OR TYPE IF NOT NAMED) THAT 
STATE LAW OR REGULATIONS SPECIFY OPTOMETRISTS ARE PERMITTED TO USE

ARIZONA: No list. Effective 1/1/02, the optometry law authorizes 
optometrists to utilize those diagnostic pharmaceutical agents 
known as topical anesthetics, cycloplegics and mydriatics.

ARKANSAS: 5. Approved Pharmaceutical /gents

The following pharmaceutical agents are hereby approved 
for use in the manner and strengths indicated:

AGENT
MAXIMUM
STRENGTH

Topical Anesthetics (For Glaucoma Screening Only)

Proparacaine Hydrochloride (Ophthaine)
Benoxinate Hydrochloride (Dorsacaine)
Fluress

.5*

.4*

Mydrlatics • •
Phenylephrine Hydrochloride • 2.5X

(Neo-Synephrine)
Hydroxyamphetamine .iydr bromide (Paredrine) IX

Cycloplegics

Tropicamide (Mydriacyl) IX (,5X)
Cydopentolate (Cydogyl) ix (,5X)

Dyes

Fluorescein 
Rose Bengal
Methylene Blue . *

Additional pharmaceutical agents may be added when approved by 
the committee.

CALIFORNIA: Article 8 of Chapter 15, Title 16, California Administrative 
Code:

$1500. definitions. As used in this Article:
(a ) "Topical Pharmaceutical Agents" means:

Maximum Concentration 
.that may be used:Types of Orugs:

(1) Mydriatics

(a) Phenylephrine Hydrochloride:
(b) Hydroxyamphetamine Uydrobromidc:

2.5X
IX



(2 ) Cycloplegics
[a) Tropicamide:
[bj Cyclopuntolatu:
[c j llomatropinc Hydrobroinide: 
(d) Atropine Su lfa te :

(3 )  Topical Anesthetics
(a ) Proparacaine Hydrochloride: 
(b j Benoxinate Hydrochloride: 
(c j  Piperocaine Hydrochloride:.

IX
IX
SX
0.5X

0.5X
0.4X
2X

DELAWARE: Section 3. Use o f drugs.
3 .02 Licensees who have been duly authorized by the Board 
may, fo r  diagnostic purposes on ly , make use o f the fo llow ing 
classes o f top ica l ophthalmic drugs; (1 )  anesthetics,
(2 ) mydrlatics, (3 )  cyc lop leg ics , and (4 )  myotics; provided, 
however, that any such authorization by the Board sh a l l not be 
construed as authorizing any licensee to dispense or issue a 
prescription fo r  diagnostic drugs.

FLORIDA: No 11st. An optometrist may u t i l i z e  pharmaceutical agents 
within the lim its  o f his educational background and t ra in i

GEORGIA: No l i s t .  An optometrist may u t i l i z e  top ica l pharmaceutical 
agents within the lim its  of h is educational background and 
tra in ing .

IDAHO:

INDIANA:

No l i s t .

No l i s t .  Every licensed O.D. is permitted to u t i l i z e  any 
diagnostic pharmaceutical agent

IOWA: No l i s t .  The optometry law authorizes optometrists to u t i l i z e  
cyc lop legics, mydriatics and top ica l anesthetic* as diagnostic agents.

KANSAS: No l i s t .  Kansas State Board o f Examiners In Optometry Rules 
a»*d Regulations Sec. 65-6-30 authorizes optometrists to 
u t i l i z e  topical pharmacological agon's known gene t ica l ly  as 
anesthetics, r y d r la t i c i ,  and cyc lop leg ics .

KENTUCKY: KY. AO. CODE $320,240 ai'thoi izcs opto»rt- 1 s t s to atfcalnlslcr
diagnostic pharmaceutical ag*nts limitc** to m iotics fo r  
emergency use on ly , mydriatiCS*Cjfclopl*MiCI 
applied I

c o n l i o l U  .uU|.



LOUISIAKA: No list. Optometry low authorizes optometrists to utilize 
topical ocular diagnostic pharmaceutical agents.

MAINE:

MINNCSOTA:

MONTANA:

NEBRASKA:

NLVAU:

Maine Board of Optometry Rules of Practice §90-382. 

AUTHORIZED DIAGNOSTIC PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS 

Topical Anesthetics: 

Proparacalne hydrochloride .5% (Ophthaliic) 
Benoclnate hydrochloride .AK (Dorsacalnc) 

Mydriatics: 

Hydroxyamphetamine hydrobrcmlde 
1.00% (Paradrine) 

Phenylephrine hydrochloride 2'.5% (Neo-synephrlne)

No list.

Administrative Rules of Montana §40-3.70(6)-S70020.

40-3.70(6)»S70020 RULES FOR DIAGNOSTIC PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS

(S) Upon licensure or certification the permissiolc drugs and 
their concentrations arc as follows:

a) Mydriatics
I )  Phenylephrine Hydrochloride 2.5%
I I )  Hydroxyamphetamine Hy.robromide 1.0%

(b ) Cycloplegics
I )  Tropicamide 1.0%
I I )  Cyclopcntolate 1.0%
I I I )  Homatroplne Hydrobromide .5%
1v) Atropine Sulfate .5%
c) Topical Anesthetics
1) Proparacalne Hydrochloride .5%
I I )  Benoxinate Hydrochloride .4%
I I I )  Piperocalne Hydrochloride 2.0% 

(d ) M iotic, on ly in the event o f an emergency...

No l i s t *  Pharmaceutical agents mean anesthetics, 
cyc lop legics, and mydriatics and may be used fo r  diagnostic 
purposes by optometrists who are c e r t i f ie d  to use 
pharmaceutical agents.

The fo llowing top ica l ophthalmic pharmaceutical agents may be 
used In the conccnlrattons specified lo r  diagnostic purposes 
by an optometrist who has been authorized by the board to do 
SO:



M W  JERSEY:

NEV MEXICO:

NORTH CAROLINA:

NORTH OAKOTA:

OREGON:

(a) Mydriatics:
1. Phenylephrine hydrochloride, 2.5 percent.
2. Hydroxyamphctamine hydrobromidc, 1 percent

(b) Cycloplegics:
1. Tropicamide, 1 percent.
2. Cyclopentolate, 1 percent
3. Homatropine hydrobromide, 5 percent
4. Atropine sulfate, 0.5 percent

(c) Topical anesthetics:
1. Proparacalne, hydrochloride, 0.5 percent.
2. Benoxinate hydrochloride, 0.4 percent.
3. Piperocaine hydrochloride, 2 percent.

(d) Miotics:
1. Pilocarpine, 1 percent in ordinary use.
2. Pilocarpine, 3 percent for emergency use only.

No list.

No list. Optometry law authorizes optometrists to utilize 
topical ocular diagnostic pharmaceutical agents.

No list. An optometrist may utilize pharmaceutical agents 
within the limits of his educational background and training.

No list. Optometry law authorizes optometrists to utilize 
ocular diagnostic pharmaceutical agents.

OR. AO. RULES §852-8-010:

Diagnostic Pharmaceutical Agents
852-80-010 Diagnostic pharmaceutical agents for topical use 
n the practice of optometry:

Anesthetics:
Benoxinate 0.4X 
Proparacaino HC1 0.5X 
Cycloplcgfcs/Mydrtatics:
Cyclopentolate, not tc c*cecd IX 
Hydroxyaophetamiiic KBr K  
Phenylephrine MCI, not to exceed IX 
Tropicamide, not to cxce*d IX 
Dyes:
fluorescein Na impregnated paper strips, as coownly used 

in the practice of optometry for some tine; not to be stored 
in liquid form.

Rose bcngat IX *
(*) Miotics I for emergency use only): Pilocarpine, not to 
exceed It; prior to use, conciliation with a competent 
physician shall be held if a; all possible. The Board 
recoctaends that any patient ifammslrating any advct so reaction 
due to the lust Illation of any diagnostic pluimaceultc.il agent 
be referred to a competent ptiysician as soon as practicable.

*(d)ill
In 1 
in 1

IX!



%
On 4/22/80 tne Board proposed to amend OAR 052-00-010 by 
additions as follows (additions underlined):

PENNSYLVANIA:

DIAGNOSTIC PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS
852-80-010 Diagnostic Pharmaceutical agents for topical use in 
the practice of optometry:

Anesthetics: Benoxinate 0.4%
Proparacaine HC1 0.5%

Cycloplegics/Mydriatics:
Cyclopentolate, not to exceed 1%
Hydroxyamphetamine HBr 1%
Phenylephrine HC1, not to exceed 10%
Tropicamide, not to exceed 1%

Dyes: Fluorescein Na Impregnated paper strips, as
commonly used in the practice of optometry for 
some time; net to be stored in liquid form.
Rose bengal 1%
Fluorcsoft (Fluorexon .35%)

Combined agents:
Fluress (Fluorescein, Sodium, 0.25%, and 
tenox i nate~HC L. l*T --------------- -----

Cyclomydril (Cyclopentolate HCL. 0.2% and 
Pncnylepherine HCL, 1%)

Any other FDA approved combination of two or 
more agents appearing on t m s  list which may 
be used for ocular diagnostic purposes.

Miotics: (for emergency use only!)
Pilocarpine, not to exceed 4%; prior to use, 
consultation with a competent physician shall be 
held if at all possible.

Optounrists who are appropriately qualified pursuant to the 
Act of March 1. 1974, (Act No. 29 of 1974), 63 P.S., Section 
231 ct. S«q., shall be permitted to utilize the following 
drugs in their practice of Optometry, by order of the 
Secretary of Health, October 12, 1974, finalized April 26, 
1975. *
A. Local anesthetics:

Benoxinate hydrochloride - Ophthalaic Solution (0.4%) 
Proparacalne Hydrochloride - Ophthalmic Solution (0.5%)

b. Miotics:

Pilocarpine Nitrate Ophthalmic Solution U.S.P. (1%) 
Pilocarpine Hydrochloride Ophthalmic Solution U.S.P. (It)



n i r *

C. Mydriatics and/or cycloplegics:

Eucatropine Hydrochloride U.S.P. - Ophthalmic Solution (5%) 
Homatropine Hydrobromide Ophtlialmic Solution U.S.P. (2%) 
Hydroxyamphetamine Hydrobromide Ophthalmic Solution U.S.P. 

(1/2/.)
Tropicamide Ophthalmic Solution U.S.P. (1%)
Atropine Sulfate Ophthalmic Solution U.S.P. (1%)

Ophthalmic Ointment (1%)
Psyclopentolate Hydrochloride - Ophthalmic Solution (IX) 
Scopolamine Hydrubromide U.S.P. - Ophthalmic Solution 

U.S.P. (.25%)
Ephednne Sulfate U.S.P. - Ophthalmic Solution (5%) 
Phenylephrine Hydrochloride - Ophthalmic Solution U.S.P. 

(10*)

All Potencies listed above arc the maximum allowable 
potenciesT"

RHODE ISLAND: No list. Any topical anesthetic, mydriatic and miotic is 
allowed. Cycloplegics are not specifically ipentioned but the 
rule of mydriatic can be applied. By Board recommendation 
atropine sulphate in any percentage is discouraged.

SOUTH DAKOTA: Ho list. Optometry law authorizes optometrists to utilize 
topical pharmaceutical agents for diagnostic purposes.

TENNESSEE: No l i s t .  An optometrist may u t i l i z e  pharmaceutical agents, to 
wit, m iotics, mydriatics, cyc lop leg ics , and anesthetics, 
within the l im its  o f his educational background and tra in ing .

UTAH: (e) Topically applied diagnostic agents as used herein 
Shall be defined as the following:

(i) Commercially prepared topical anaesthetics as 
follows: proparacalne MCI 0.5*, benoxinate \\ci 0.4X, 
pipcrocainc 2*, and tetracaine 0.5X;

(11) Tropicamide in strength of not greater than IX,
cyclopentolate in strength of not greater than IX, and
atropine sulfate in strength of not greater than 0.5X;

*

(lii) Pcnylcphrine HGl in strength of not greater than 
2.5X, hydroxyamphetamine .n strength of not greater than IX;

%
(1v) Such others as may be from time to time determined 

by the Optometric Corn itlee of tin! Utah Stale Business 
Regulations division in consultation with a licensed physician 
specializing in diseases and surgery of th** eye, appointed by 
the Uta»i Medical Association, and a pharmacologist appointed 
by the Medical Center of the University of Utah. Any

• t



WEST VIRGINIA:

WISCONSIN:

WOHII.G:

Individual who is not certified to utilize diagnostic 
pharmaceutical agents hereunder shall post with the Optometry 
Committee of the Utah State Business Regulations Division an 
affidavit stating that the person is not now certitied nor 
dots the person desire to certify to use diagnostic 
pharmaceutical agents.

Topical agents for,the eye and treating the anterior segments 
only. No oral or injectible pharmaceuticals are permitted in 
any form whatsoever.

(9) Diagnostic pharmaceutical agent" means any of the 
topical, ocular, diagnostic, pharmaceutical agents listed 
below 1f used in accordance with the following conditions: 
agents may be used in strengths no greater than the strengths 
indicated in the list; m.y be used by the optometrist only and 
may not be dispensed by the optometrist to patients for 
self-administration.

(a) Mydriatics
1. Phenylephrine 2.5X
2. Hydroxyamphetamine IX
(b) Cycloplegics
1. Tropicamide IX
2. Cyclopentolate IX
(c) Topical Anesthetics
1.Benoxinate 0.4X
2. Proparacalne O.SX
3. Tetracaine O.SX
4. Benoxinate 0.4X - Fluorescein 0.25X Combination
(d) Dyes

1. Fluorescein 0.25X - Cenoxinate 0.4X Combination

'(o list. Optometry law authorizes optometrists to use 
diagnostic agents, topically applied, known gcncrically as 
cycloplcylcs, mydriatics, topical anesthetics, dyes and for 
emergency use only miotics for Immediate administration to the 
ultimate user.



'

. Piii: January 20, 1901

' T° \

f t h - r '  •
from: Ann J. Haney, Secretary-'

Department of Regulation and Licensing

Subject: Report on Diagnostic Pharmaceutical Agonto

At my request, staff from the Bureau of Health Professions in the 

\  Department of Regulation and Licensing have submitted a preliminary report 

and recommendations concerning the use of DPAs by optometrists. A compila­

tion of the statistics from Hay, 1979, to November, 1960, reported to the 

Department by DPA certified optometrists show the following:
• • • « # • « > « •  e » e e #

280 optometrists are certified to use DPA's 

215 certified optometrists have used DPA's on 

99,226 patients 

65 certified optometrists have not used DPA's*

in their practice
. •

Of the 99,226 patients' to whoa DPA's vere administered, 6,359 patients 

were referred to appropriate medical specialists for a variety of medical 

problems.

•

Twelve certified optometrists reported that 20 patients had mild to moderate 

adverse drug reactions (eye stinging, allergy). Some of these patients were 

referred to oedical specialists and other patients reactions were cleared up 

within a short period of time (10-15 minutes).
e

liascd on the statistics reported it appears that nany patients benefited by 

tho use of DrA's. These patients were referred to appropriate medical 

. specialists for possible medical problems that may otherwise Itavr gone
undetermined. , •

*. ■»

The only problem reported involved the above 20 patients where a reaction 

occurred. All of theae reactions were reported a mild to moderate discom­

fort lasting no longer than 68 hours. While there were mi l d  physical

reactions in less than 1Z of tho patlcots, there were no reports of

• psychological reactions.

O n  the basis of the ebovf data staff recommended that s. 669.17 (1) and

(7), Stats., be repealed effective July 1, 1982.
• %e

Staff further teconnended that the Department consider further statute 

and code revisions at a later date.

A o n



1 . Fees (to correspond with other •■certified or 

licensed individuals) to cover ndmlnlstrativo 

and cxaoinat Ion costs, and the cstnbllslimcnt of 
o renewal date..

2* Deletion of the code provision that requires the 

optometrist to submit a report to tbe Department 

on use of D P A’s and any adverse drop, reaction. 

Physicians, dentists and osteopaths arc not required 
to report adverse reactions by patients. In addition, 

the minimal number of adverse reactions (20) do not 

Justify our reviewing and filing 1,000 pieces of 

paper over an 18 month period.
•

AJH:kcb
5136 ‘

rent not
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3

AN ACT to repeal 449.17 (1) and (7) of the statutes, relating to m a k i n g  

permanent the authorization for optometrists to use topical o c ular 

. diagnostic pharmaceutical agents.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Chapter 280, laws of 1977, authorized optometrists to use topical 

ocular diagnostic pharmaceutical agents under certain conditions. These 

conditions include having an approved plan for the referral of paticntr 

who experience adverse reactions, successful completion of a p h a r m a c o l o g y  

examination and specific "lucation on the use of such agents. *

The enacting law prt .dcd that the use of such agents was author i z e d  

only until July 1, 1982. On January 1, 1982, the department of regulation 

and licensing is required to report to the legislature on the use of such 

•gents by optometrists, including the health benefits and problems 

involved in such use and whether or not any individual is known to have 

suffered any physical or psychological reaction to such an agent a n d  the 
severity of the reaction.

I'nder this bill, the July 1, 1982, -sunset" provision is r e m o v e d ,

. thus authorizing optometrists to continue to use topical ocular d i a g n o s t i c

pharnacruiical agents subject to the same conditions currently imposed in 

the statutes and by miatstralive rules promulgated by the d e p a r t m e n t  of 
regulation and licensing. ,
 I ■■■■■■■■».______ r » r -  II I u i _ | | ‘ .  11| | »

0  »

S u l . j e o p l c  of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and a s s e m b l y  

as follows:*

•
• • t •

4 SECTION 1. 449.17 (I) and (7) of Ike statutes are repealed.

5 SECTION 2. f.rfT.CTlVT PATf.. This act lakes effect on J u l y  1, 1982.

* (End)
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o ff ic e of Counsel , . .-1} American Optometric Association

M a r c h  2, 1981

Ms. D e b o r a h  B e h r
S p e c i a l  A s s t . / D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  

i S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
P o u c h  801 
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 811

D e a r  Ms. Behr:

An y o u  r e q u e s t e d ,  h e r e  la a c o p y  o f  t h e  mo s t  r e c e n t  (1930)
"List o f  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  A g e n t s  by N a m e  (or t y p e  If not n a m e d )  
t h a t  n>tate Law o r  R e g u l a t i o n s  S p e c i f y  O p t o m e t r i s t s  are 
P e r m i t t e d  t o  u s e”. Aa i n d i c a t e d ,  a n d  a3 we d i s c u s s e d ,  v i r t u a l l y  
all of  the 1 1 s t 8 — a n y  m a n y  s t a t e s  d o  not h a v e  a l l s t - - a r e  In 
the B ^ a r d  r u l e s  and not in the s t a t u t e  ltsell. B e c a u s e  o f  the 
t e c h n i c a l  and e v o l v i n g  n a t u r e  o f  c h a n g e s  In the p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  
field, it is m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  that a n y  l i s t i n g  s h o u l d  be In the 
B o a r d  r u l e s  a n d  not in the s t a t u t e  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a m e n d m e n t  
by the l e g i s l a t u r e  as n e e d e d .

A l s o  e n c l o s e d  io a co p y  o f  the r e p o r t  f r o m  the S t a t e  o f  W i s c o n s i n  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Regu) it ion a n d  L i c e n s i n g  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h a t  the J u l y  
1, 1982 " s u n s e t "  p r o v i s i o n  be r e m o v e d  and that the a u t h o r i t y  foi 
o p t o m e t r i s t s  to use t o p i c a l  o c u l a r  d i a g n o s t i c  p h a r m a c o u t * e p i  
a g e n t s  be c o n t i n u e d .  It s h o u l d  be o f  g r e a t  v a l u e  to y o u  in y o u r  
study.

P o r  b a c k g r o u n d  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  I a m  e n c l o s i n g  a l i s t i n g  o f  the 25 
s t a t e  laws w h i c h  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r i z e  the use of  pharrr ieutlcal 
a g e n t s  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s .  A n o t h e r  five s t a t e s  d o  not p r o h i b i t  s u c h  
u t i l i s a t i o n .  T h u s ,  10 s t a t e s  p e r m i t  s u c h  u t i l i s a t i o n .  As y o u  

s p e d  f l e a ! l v  r e q u e s t e d ,  1 a m  a l s o  e n c l o s i n g  a co p y  o f  the lawu o f  
F l o r i d a  ( w h i c h  d o e s  not h a v e  a p r o h i b i t i o n ) .  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  O r e g o n  
( d i a g n o s t i c  o n l y  a» t h i s  t i m e )  and West V i r g i n i a .

Im u tw f O tlNM M k (own «nd MutWnglnn l ) (

AiwtN«fi()moMHm At MM Mil
J41 Nuvlti I ndbM|h Mid 
V e <4 I  Own M n t o g t i  11141 
114 4 t o n



Ms. D e b o r a h  B e h r  

M a r c h  2, 1981 
Page -2-

American Optometric Association

A l s o  e n c l o s e d  is a c o p y  of a m o n o g r a p h  p r o v i d i n g  b a c k g r o u n d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on the p r o f e s s i o n  o f  o p t o m e t r v  in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  
O f  course- for a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  the p r a c t i c e  
o f  the D r o f e s s i o n  in A l a s k a ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  Dr. Georsce Hall.
13^5 W e s t  N i n t h ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 99501, P r s s i d e n t  of the A l a s k a  
O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n .  If I c a n  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  f u r t h e r

c o u n s e l

T E E / v a l
e n c l o s u r e s

cc: G e o r g e  H a l l ,  O. D .
13H5 W e s t  N i n t h  
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 99501 
9 0 7 - 2 7 2 - 2 5 5 8

stat e s ,  p l e a s e  feel free
. • * *
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oul.al 11 ul e.l tip the illrlalnn  nf a ta lu ln rr  
revlrlnn for 'd lrlrlnn of h ra llh  nf (he 
<trpaftinanl ul h ra llh  ami r r h i l . l l l i r i l r *  
•fin  Ire* lo  rrf lm l the atmlltlnn nf the 
■ll»l*ton of h ra llh  by U . a  l i f t .  r. lt-41.
i y

487.11 Omlttad la  F la .8 t . IH /
Rapatl hy La w * IM f. c. «f-«M. |  I. 

P a ri I, rha iila r I I I  « u  rtpealrd War• 
lloo 1 of thla acl provided ih a l: "Ihla  
oet ahoJI taka affael lha Meat tfajr of

the flral month following lha flral regu­
lar anninn nf the h'torlda Irp U la lu ra  hal4 
auharquanl lo  Ju ly  I. 1111.

CHAPTErt 4CS. OPTOMETRY
•oe.M l l i t  Oplomalrlr tarrlrea for rrrta ln  .  public aornrlaa |M t* |.

R rpaal o f Chapter
t o r i  1919, t.  79- 199, fh r K tpa/oforp Rrfnrm Ael a/ 1979. r t l <4 p ro 

r ld r r  lo r  frpt r lo tfrc  r r r  leu- n/ prnproiut t in t /unction* trhtrh r rp * fa fr  
p ro /ftt ion i. o rru po ll not. I t i i t f i a .  fndaafrp and n fh rr rodearora lo  
F lo rida ; p ro rld fd  lo  arrftnn J o/  I * r  l a r  fo r repeal o f fhl» rh o p fr r  oo 
I t f f  I ,  1) 1* Tor f* r  p ro r lt io o t d fr rr f lo p  fh r rrp ttlo forp  review pod 
a Itrftop * /  a l l r fa fo in  * / / r r f rd  bp Low# I f 78. c 79- 199. r r r  |  1191 
aod o o lr r  fh rrru od rr. •

»
44101 "O ftam alry~  aad “ aptaaialrHt*’ d«fletd |n*p«*M 8 bp Law* 1878. *- 

78- 1*4 .1 J ,a lf . dolp I. IP18. hr* I 11.811
The p ra r t lr r  o f o filaotrfrp I* itrrta rrrt a I<rofr»tlon tod . fo r  I h r purpovr

o f Ih la rh ap trr. I* defined % fo llow*, t i c  t*  be the diagonal* o f the human
rye aod It* appendage*. I h r rmpbi) nwni o f nop n h jo r llt *  o r M b p r l lu
ntrao* o r method* for I h r pnrpo** o f d rier mini n« I he rr froH le *  n o n i t  o f
Ike  human eprt. o r aap rHual, moarwlar. n ru rn ln tlra l. o r anatam lr enoraallr*
o f the human rye* and Ih r lr  appendage*. and I hr pre*rflht*« ami t-wiplnp
me fit o f ( rw r t . ptlaian. frame*, mnnnilnr- ••rihofdh’ e a rr r irm . I l (h l f i v
(iw arira . tod  ooy o'her mraoo o r mrihmU fo r I h r rw rrrrttoo , i ia w d l. •*
re lie f o f to y  loanf* trw rlr* or t lm o rm tl m m lltln o i o f fh r homo* rpe* tod
Ih r lr  i n r a d i f r a  Ao r p m r t iM  la aa r who p a r i l r r a  i f  l am ri f f  lo  accord
t o r *  o lth  the o re rum o t * f  th u  eh# pier
Amended hy I * • •  IT7\  r  T V l» ,  |  I . o f f  J o o r TT. I b f l

low * tan . t  M i l l  .m ao* .a  ihla pel iapaa br lha iw a o fa n* . #* anyan l Oa ah  howl H u w r t a i n lh r  ar H a p r ih r  w-an* Orn ._ . t t t lV d a id  deO* tried In d r la ll o r l l- l-—  - n- —, , 1, .  . lie* wtahahMrd i maOar l  w a lM  I*  ao
- . W  « .  t  J it  I U  rm ln a k t l  a a* m a rly  drrmed aw* I amperaiHoa. r r r  I  air an ar era aariiao war *o* aw rw iN auw a i a
%. Car ■. ..

1  a m  I err t t ' l U r  trfleMa* n l r M t i f  tod ra lra  re (n o  ha rddMtan lo  i n hih Mint i o p n a o  af harata ay* l t d  l«t a* •or Her mar I irrOaa I Oa W t i l  llfW I

f  la rlda H a l*  boa'd Of tp ltm atrp  (Rapa* ad bp Low* 1474, a 
« L  Off. i t lp  I . I«7t  hot * I I • • )

( I I  t V  p rtrilrw  a f tpeemMrp to d  the la tm w w a l p f iM t law aholt 
4r r  I  bo n p n iM m  a f ao n  aod Mop aad Ikreadoa board la  hr * 
' f t r r ld a  M ai* Imatd o f  Op lrw rerp “  1 here n  hei
01 r l* l*a  o f prwMialta* o f Ike depart mead d  p i r la W  mo* 
i r p d a l l r a  I bo “ f h r d a  M ole Hoard o f I V o r m i .  
y a p  red o f R*W •** tp lio  Hr! l a. ewrh o f a h a i  adioH hr O 
•dale who ho* h r *  ropaoad lo  Urn p r a r l l r  • o f I— H ip  lo  IbO H a ir  f  
baa than law* 3 * >*•** p ra rrd i** i i *  Horn o f  h4a a ,u « lM *» a l

( t l  T V  pore roa r aholl appwiar I he o rw l r n  a f I V  hoard, whh ro rh

14-184.
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ALASKA OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION
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AMERICAN OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION
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O P H T H A L M I C  D R U G  U S E  R E P O R T  BV W E S T  V I R G I N I A

Since 1 9 7 6  certified optometrists in West Virginia have 

administered ophthalmic drugs for diagnostic and thera­

peutic use. A  total of sixty-three (63) different drugs 

prescribable for the human eye have been employed since 

H.B. 1005 was enacted. Thirty thousand six hundred 

forty-nine ( 3 0 , 6 4 9 )  individual patients nave been seen 

by certified optometrists. The distance those <atlents 

saved by not having to travel to sparsely located 

ophthalmologists to whom they formally were referred was 

over 450,000 aggravated miles.

Forty-six (46) different pathological conditions have been 

diagnosed and treaied by these certified optometrists. IT 

S -ULD BE ADDITIONALLY NOTED THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO REPORT 

OF ANY ADVERSE REACTION IN THE D U C N O b l S  AND TREATMENT 

RENDERED TO PATIENTS IHVCLVtD BY ANY WEST VIRCINIA CERTIFIED 

OPTOMETRIST.
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March 20, 1981

Senator Charlie Parr 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Parr:

1 have reviewed the compromise substitute for Senate Bill 136. I 
believe the suggestions for an amended bill submitted by Debra Behr 
on March 9tf to the comnlttee Is preferable to the comnlttee 
substitute you sent me. This Is particularly true with regard to 
the drugs and the training required. It Is the Department's belief 
ttese would be better left to Individual comnlttee dlscretlor.

I am looking forward to testifying again today.

Sincerely

Chief, Section of Family Health


