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• An* ho n o r  section for girls exists in a port io n o f  t H e  regular d o m  
complex. A  total of 150 girls are housed in a facil.ity whic h u s e d  

to ho us e at least 60 m o r e  students on the n o w  u n u s e d  to? floor.

Th e  boys dorms ha ve a b o m b e d - o u t  interior a p p e r a n c e V  No 
in te ri or doors exist b e ca us e some boys break th em ancd the 
frames. In contrast, the most a t t r a c t i v e l y ' p a i n t e d  f a c i l i t y  
on  camp us wa s  a small d o r m  b e i n g  preoa-ed for v i s i t i n g  • • - * • •
at h l e t i c s  teams wh o tr ad i t i o n a l l y  treat the f a c i l i t i e s  
roughly. The S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  rema rk ed on the disparitty of 
co n d i t i o n  of the two facilities.

<.

A d d i t i o n a l  do rm s e x i s t  for students who have sp ec ia l social 
a d j u s t m e n t - o r  drug de p e n d e n c e  problems. Staff to stuider. ' 
rati os here are higher.

A c o n t a i n m e n t  center, for ou t- o f - c o n t r o l  students, iss used 
sporadically. It co ns is ts of ei gh t small, windowless;, rooms 
fu rn is he d on ly w i t h  a mattress. The door to e a ch has; one 
small w i n d o w  and a lock. The facility is staf fe d onl'.y when 
a s t u d e n t  is present. Pr oc ed ur es exist for n o t i f i c a t i o n  of 
b o t h  the S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  and the head of pupil s e r v i c e s  w h en 
a s t u d e n t  is plac ed there.

Pupil Services

C o u n s e l o r s  see e v e r y  st ud en t four times a q u a r t e r  and: also 
c o un se l in do rm s four nigh ts of the week.

• .

<

Fa c i l i t i e s  M a n a g e m e n t

m
The basic facility is an old air base used by six s e p a r a t e  
F e de ra l Agencies. I

i
O n ly 35 pe rc en t of work of the facilities m a n a g e m e n t  :staff 
is for Mt. Ed ge cu mb e School, wh il e 65 percent is for cothrr 
Fede ra l Agencies: /

Indian Pu blic H e al th *
Co as t Guard
Cnnc ra l Serv ic es Ad mi n i s t r a t i o n  
Foderal A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
Forest Service

Those ag encies are charged, on a reimbursable basis, 30 percent 
o v e r h e a d  on all work o t h e r  than the 20 percent o n  laiundry.

He at in g 400,000 square feet of buildings on the islan.d wi th 
st ea m costs a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $1 mi ll io n/ ye ar ac c o r d i n g  t.o 
Al b e r t  Wilson, Dire ct or of Fa ci li ti es Man.. gemenc. Thie 
ph ys ic al plant is the or ig in al one.
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However, ac cording to the Superintendent ot he r a g e n c i e s  are 
b e g i n n i n g  to build up  th ei r individual facilities m a n a g e m e n t  
staffs and are no t us in g the school services as muchi.

The Indian H e a l t h  Service i s  reportedly behind in itts payments 
b y  a  m a j o r  a m ou nt of $600,000 to $1,000,000.

W h a n  as ke d the va lu e of the O&M physical inventory, the 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  di d not know, but agreed that it prolbably was 
at le as t $1 million.

The facilities m a n a g e m e n t  study suggests d e m o l i t i o n  for many 
of these Wo rl d Wa r II frame buildings. The o p e r a t i o n  and 
m a i n t e n a n c e  b u dg et for this facility is almo st one-hialf of 
the $6,918,693 co st  of Mt. Edgecu..sbe School.

St aff Comm en ts

M a n y  felt there had b e en improvement n discipline uinder 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  D e m m e r t  and that the school was t u r n i m g  
itse lf around.

One staff member su ggested that a teachers* mora le piroblem 
has exis te d since last summer wh e n  some were request.ed to 
n o w  lawns as part of their duties as assigned.

Other

Students k n e w  and greeted Superintendent !?enrmert in 
a w a r m  manner. He kn ow most by namel

- The 192 staff pr ov id es a high total s t af f to* student 
r a t i o  w h i c h  is net re fl ec te d in direct work w i t h  thaj students.

The Alaska De p a r t m e n t  of Education has a S e c o n d a r y  
B o a r d i n g  S c h o o 1 p r o g r a m  cu rrently available to u t u d e n t s  through 
t h ei r local scnool d i s t r i c t  based on either:

a. lack of da il y acces.* to a school o f  a p p r o ­
priate grade level by being t r a n s p o r t e d  to 
a reasonable distance; or,

b. special ne ed s of child having d a i l y  acrcess 
to school p r og ra m of ap pr op ri at e level..

In a telephone c o n v e r s a t i o n  on October 13, 1979, w i t h  •
K e n n e t h  Grieser, Deputy Director of Management, Law and 
Fi na nc e Division of the Alaska Department of Educati.on, 
it was learned that the State is curr en tl y b o ar di ng 500 
c s v e n t h  through twelfth graders for an annual c o st o f  
$2 m i l l i o n  or $4,000 per child..
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The 54,000 does n o t  include the academic costs b o r n e  by the 

local school district. However, Johnson O ' M a l l e y  (JOM) 
funds w o u l d  be av ai la bl e as a supplementary source to any 
di st ri ct ed uc at in g the A l a s k a  natives who are enro ll ed in 
Mt. E d g e c u m b e . Pr o v i s i o n s  for parental in vo lv em en t in the 
choice of school and boar di ng location is* in co rp or at ed in the 
A l a s k a  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code pr ov is io n* as well as t r a n s p o r t a ­
tion to and fr om the school.

The A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of Education's Boarding Program, e n a c t e d  
in 1975 serves m a n y  of the purposes of O f f - R e s e r v a t i o n  B o a r d i n g  
Schools. A  m a j o r  p o l i c y  of the program is to p r o v i d e  a school 
to b o t h  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  isolated students and to students who h a v e  
special needs. Since the bo arding location un d e r  the A l as ka l a w  
is chosen by the pare nt s of the student, o p p o r t u n i t y  for m o r e  
direct control, clos er to home is po ssible - and probable.

* See attachment.

- 52 -
i |



Official Business

J U a s k a  j i t a t e

House of Representatives
Committee on Pouch v

State Capitol

He*ltd , education &  Social Services Juneau, Alaska 99811

March 19, 1982 

AGENDA

HB 812 Appropriation/ Mt. Edgecumbe

W i t n e s s e s :

Rep. Al Adams

Donna K i o u s , Mt. Edgecumbe Alumnus 

Eleanor Weedman, Mt. Edgecumbe Student



N O N - A C A D E M I C  B E N E F I T S  A S S O C I A T E D  W I T H  A T T E N D A N C E  

A T  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L

Appendix III
i

A l a s k a  N a t i v e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  l o n g  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  v a r i e d  

e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  e x p o s u r e  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m '  

a t t e n d a n c e  at M t .  E d g e c u m b e .  I t  c a n  b e  s h o w n  t h a t  N a t i v e  

l e a d e r s h i p  i n  A l a s k a  o v e s  m u c h  o f  i t s \ s u c c e s s  t o  t h e  n o n ­

a c a d e m i c  a s p e c t s  o f  a t t e n d i n g  a s c h o o l \ v i t h  a n  e n r o l l m e n t  

m a d e  u p  f r o m  a c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  s t u d e n t s  

f r o m  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n s  o f  A l a s k a .  T h i s  e x p o s u r e  h a s  b e e n  

r e f l e c t e d  i n  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  C o v e n a n t ,  S t .  M a r y ' s ,  

S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n ,  W r a n g e l l  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  M t .  E d g e c u m b e .

A s  t h e  a t t a c h e d  l i s t i n g  n o w s ,  M t . E d g e c u m b e  o f f e r s  a n  

a b u n d a n c e  o f  n o n - a c a d e u  c a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  h a v e  a d d e d  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  s t u d e n t s ’ m e n t a l  a n d  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

E x p o s u r e  t o ,  a n d  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  

d i f f e r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  l o c a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  . m o t i­

v a t i o n ,  l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s ,  a n d  a n  e n h a n c e d  a w a r e n e s s  o f  

N a t i v e  i s s u e s  s o  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  A l a s k a n  e c o n o m i c  a n d  

p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e .

I



THE FOLLOWING DOCUHENT(S) MAY NOT FILfl 
LEGIBLY BECAUSE OF POOR OUAL'TY OF THE 
ORIGINAL.



MX. tw tc r y j t  2IC? SCHOOL ;
•  •

The following acs-aead tsic  a c tiv i t ie s  p rey rtra  are ava ilab le  to s c l e n t s  vbo
attend  Me. Idgtc-rrbe ?.igh School: |

T. Mt. Edgeeurbc Is an accredited s m rd ar*  school.
’ * ’  ‘  *V II I .  T o l l t ic a l .  f ie ld  tr ip s  are aval . s i l t  to the following o ; ; m l j i : i e u .  Moat 

•c ress  p a rlia s« n ta r7  procedure: i
A. Alaska Motive Brotherhood • . : ' •
B. T l i a j i t  i Htlda
C. S itka Native Ce:=uniry Association 

t 0 . Shee A tlka, loe .
t. S itka Borough Assembly 
r .  Sltkk Dcsocratle I l t c j  

C. Sitka Bepulicea'Barry 
S - S ta te  le g is la tu re  la  Juneau 

• • • •

‘ i n .  C u ltu ra l • * »
A. School auslc concerts held various sunken o f tiaea  during »«»r
B. S itka Concert.Assoc;aticn
C. Sitka Banned L i t t le  theater .
T>. Sheldon College fltj n
S. Native

1. . Alaska Native groke,"hood sponsor ef the S '-ka Native Cultural
can te r, a to u r is t  / t t r a e t io t  a t the S itk a .ra tio n a l Monur-eat. Many 
students hs»e taken courses in the cen te r.

. 2 . S itka Motive Coerunlsy Association   the A ssociation feas sponsored
nany cu ltu ra lly -re la te d  vc kshopa.

3. Indian education —  e n lf .ra ll» -r« la te d  and sponsored hy the Alaska 
Native Brotherhood.

7. Library —  three l ib ra r ie s ,  in addition  to tha aehool l ib ra ry , are 
availab le  in the corerun!ry.

C. Muteun —  Sheloon Jachscn C o lle tt
B. Resource BtrsoCs —  p o l i t ic a l ,  red le a l; r« l i ; io u s ;  educational; labor; 

a l l i t a r y ;  ju d ic ia l .  ,
•

IT. B is to r t.
A. Shelden Jackson College
B. Russian Church
C. Russian Orphanage
B. S itka National Mxnvncnt
t .  S itka Indian T illage
7 . H is to rica l aeetlon . Centennial-Building

7. lav  Xaforcenenc
A. S ta te  Trooper Acadeny
B. S ta te  Court Spates 

. C. Local Court Spates
C. Court Say —  held annually .'or Mt. tdgtcvrbe scsd a tts  who a l l o t ,  

tor one day. Ju d ic ia l p e titio n s  in S itka .
•

TI. F ield T rips, f ie ld  tr ip s  srs a*si!abl« to l i tk a .  Sitka has s large 
tO"»oetelsl shopping center thsc f i t s  v e il  in to  consumer t d w i l M .

•A. Alaska Lunbar 1 h l g
B. Cnlied States Ccsst tuard Bass
t .  C tited S tates Coast Juard Cutter ’Woodruff0 . National Cuard A rsen
t .  One radio s ta tio n  and rvo ts le v t j lo a  a s t l a t l  vltfc eigh t chsneels 
7 . Tour boat harbors
C. Sheldon Jackson Colleys T ilt  Hatchery
7. One local eevapaoer (five  dally  ac v tta x e rt, taeludine one ! r n  

S e a ttle , la available on :he local ra rh c t)
1. S itka Caontnlty C ollate t.nd (he!den Jackson Colley* —  aweroua 

g ifted  Mta Tdjecurpe students have takaa courses at Seth c s iltav s

7T1, Student "fork Frogran
A. Irploynent availakla cn individual baa's* In Sitka-M t. Ida ecv-.be

so m n rliia a  
Be School "crh-itudy ?re»rav



T i l t ,  S t.  Idgecunbe is a renbcr of cht Southeast Altilci High School A c l l r i r l u
A jjocie iioo . a j 4 r e s u l t ,  the school sponsors a c t iv i t i e s  in  the following:
X. Basketball (hoys and (1:1s)
1. Track fbc>i and ( i r i s )

> C. Cross Country (hoys end [ I r i s )
0 . H restling
1. ’ Svlm iag . 
t .  V olleyball
C. Boxing
1. Student Cornell •
X«- Cheerlcsdl&g * ’ *
2. Drill lean 
x. Music \

Mt. IdgecuDbe High School has hosted a l l  ra tio n a l a c t iv i t i e s  (above), involving 
500-700 scudeots iro s  a l l  over the Southeast region. Mt. Id jecuJse has been the host 
school for the boys Southeast Clast H.Basketball Toumeaenc fa r  th ree consecutive 
year*. Mt. idgecusbe has hotted a l l  of the above a c t iv i t ie s  except sv i—la g . Aa a 
eenaer of the Association, Mt. Idjec\rrbt p a rtic ip a te s  la  t U  of the shove a c t iv i t ie s  
and trav e ls  to a l l  schools/tovns ia  the associa tion .

Mt. tdgecuabe F ig h  School students have beea exposed to  b o y s  Clasa A b ask e tb a ll 
oa the Southeast Segional and S tate lev e ls . 3oth events have beea hosted by Sitka 
High School.

•
Mt. Sdgeeicsba pat ic ip a tc s  ia  the Southeast kegional Mu«ic F estiv a l aod the 

Southeast Music Honor F estiv a l ia  both bend acd cho ir.
• •

Mott s tu d en t-trav e l v ith  the Alaska S tate Marias Highway lyetisv.

Mt. Iigecur.be students ere exposed to basketball oa a l l  le v e ls , including the 
S itka Antrlcaa le jlo n  Touraancat, a popular tourney featu ring  nans' teens iron a l l  
over the Southeast legion.

Mt. tdgcensba High School and eorru rlry  annually p a r tic ip a te  la  S itka eemunicy 
a c t iv i t ie s ,  p tr t le u la r ly  the Alaska Day Farads, where Mt. Idgtcunba High School 
groups have to n sla ten tly  voa awards.

IX. Medical
Complete rad ical f a c i l i t i e s  sre evallsb le to Mt. Td»ecvnbe students by 
the Indian Health Service (FHS). located at Mt. Idtecvnbe. This also includes 
paycholegieal and p sy ch ia tric . Various c lin ic s  p erta in in g  ta Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse ia  available ia the h o ip lta l as v e i l  as various e th er sourtee ia  
S itka.

r
X. kaligion

IS cburches ere availab le  la  S itka . Moit provide bus tra n sp o r ta tla a  fa ; 
students on Sundays. **ett churtbes conduct re lig ious in s tru c tio n  classes oa 
carpus tech Tuesday evsr-isg. The naforlty  provide a l l  week-end a c tiv i t ie s  or 
ceovocstloaa 'fa r  Mi. Idgecurie students.

XI. Oa Carpus A ctiv ities
-A.— C o ed *e i r i l w i   a  specia l d e trito rv  *•» students -vith em eriti

prubleas
S. Honor Dorn —  d o rrito ry  available for high eeede-ie and tap c itla sn ah ip  

Itu d ea ts . One dors is  available fa r boys, and oat for ths g ir ls
C. 's t iv e  Foods Cay
C. W l r i s j  —  at S itka High School and Sheldon Jackson College 

. C. Veek-ead hunting end fiahlag t r ip s ,  including week-end carding trip#
T. D rivers' Edwcacic
C. School rsdiv sea . 1
1 . k ec raa tie ra l and tn t r s - a r i l  s r e jn r a
1. School club* and s r p tn i t a t l s t i ,  s t t t i i i s g  leadership
2. Fublicatiana th a t Indls/e nhattgraghy and iha school yearbook 
f.« School S ta rt (Student is le s )
1. 1 ladent Fan ’ a l l ie s  (t*  p trre te  school s e i r lO  
M. Student A sserblles, h a lf  fleauen tlv .
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The problem of developing effective educational programs for culturally different 
children and adults and educationally disadvantaged children * d  vaults is one of 
the greatest faced by the educational leadership of the nation.

In the case of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the delivery of educational services 
to American Indians and Alaska Natives planned in consultation with them
is crucial to the mission of the Bureau.• • • #

1 am disturbed and concerned as I observe the economic exploitation of Alaska 
and the resulting impact cr. the Alaska Natives. Alcoholism, homicide, and 
suicide have increased dramatically. I perceive the course of history will be 
the same for them as it has been for the native people in the lower 48 states 
unless political leaders listen to then and adopt relevant policies very soon.

•

Indian Education Policies which are in effect state, "it is the responsibility 
and goal'of the Federal government to provide ccnprehensive education programs 
and servicesrfor Indians and Alaska Natives . " 1 Another policy states, that 
the BIA will "Assure that no new policy shall be established ndr any existing 
policy changed or modified without consultation with affected tribes and 
Alaska Native Government entities. Other policies provide for tribal/ 
paren Lai choice of school1 a:d education close to heme. Prior to the 
adoption of 25 CFR 31.a or. October 9, 1979, the role of the BIA in providing 
educational services for Alaska Natives was more flexible. However, the 
the absence of a specifically enforceable re-soon*;:hi 1 : *y laayiT
Department or tne interior unrestrained in its decision^makino with respect 
to Alaska Native education programs. -

In recent years, the BIA has been conmitted to aligning its education goals 
with those cf the State and facilitating transfer of its education functions 
to the State system (including local districts) . 5 Between 1967 and 1570,
28 BIA schools were transferred to the State. Thirty-nine day schools and 
one boarding school continue to be operated by the BIA in the State of 
Alaska. This is a significant reduction frcm a one-time high'of 120 schools. 
However, no transfers may new take place without local native concurrence.
"In order to cut of: Native Americans iron suostantive rights in“ federal ‘ 
programs administered by the BIA for their benefit, the Secretary rust 
give notice and an opportunity to be heard to the public pursuant to the 
Federal Administrative Procedures Act.". Ibis concept is further assured 
by the policies cited earlier and by the Indian Self-Determination Act.

The basic question at this time is what kind of BIA policy will best 
serve the Alaska Natives and based on whose judgment will this determination 
be irade. The wishes and opinions or the native people are already abundantly 
clear.

• ♦



• f «
Backa round

■------------

The Off-Reservation Boarding School Study conducted by the Department of Interior's 
Office of Budget, Program Review Division reccnmended a  phase-out approach 
to the closure of Mt. Edgecumbe. They further recommenced that the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs proceed to negotiate with the State of Alaska and consult with 
appropriate native groups for the absorption of students from Mt. Edgecimbe 
into the state program or other alternatives.

The 1982 budget passback reflected a 3.5 million dollar decrease in school 
operations and a 3.1 million dollar reduction in facilities management due 
to the closure of Mt. Edgeambe. This budget action negated the "phase-out' 
approach" to the closure process, disregarded the policy of consultation with 
affected native groups prior to a decision, and limited the time in which 
acceptable educationad alternatives could be explored.

The Office of Indian Education Programs requested a delay in closure and an 
opportunity to develop and implement a consultation plan .which would at least 
allcw ‘■he opportunity for native groups —  especially the parents of those 
childr n in attendance at Mt. Edgecumbe —  to address the issue of educational 
alternatives and to discuss the availability of alternatives with Alaska's 
State Department of Education.

Because of the FY 1982 budgetary schedule the consultation meetings with the 
Alaska native groups and the Alaska Department of Education had to be completed 
no later than November 15, 1980. This deadline wes itposed in order that 
alternative program funds oould be included in the 1982 budget if necessary.

The consultation meetings have been ccnpleted and it is the purpose of this 
report to present the results of these meetings as well as to provide some 
background on the development of education in Alaska as it affects native 
children. Meetings were held as follows:

*

October 20 - Sitka ?
afternoon - Mt. Edgeambe students 
evening - town meeting

October 22 - Anchorage; Mt. Edgeambe School Board

October 23-25 - Anchorage; AFN Convention and Alaska
Native Education Association Workshops

October 30 - Bethel:
| morning - Lower KuskoKwim School District

(R.E.A.A.) Board Meeting
afternoon - town meeting

• ••» •
November 3 - None :

November 5 - Fairbanks

November 6 - Juneau; Sea’aska Native Corporation and
Tlingit - Haida Central Council

November 7 - Juneau; Alaska Department of Education



REASDNS FOR REODMMENDED CLOSURE

The reasons cited for Mt. Edgeccmbe's closure are 1] high costs of operating 
the school and 2 ) the federal government appears to'be supplanting state 
responsibilities.

.  •  . *  ♦
COST PER PUPIL * ;

Before P.L. 95-561 inposed formula funding, costs were almost $19,000.00 per 
student. However, with the formula funding procedure implemented, Mt. Edgecunbe's 
cost per student has decreased. Based on enrollment of 410 students, the 
current cost per student is $15,405.60. This includes 3100 dollars (School 
Operations), 3500 dollars (Facilities Management) and dollars received from Title 
I, Title IV, and Title VI. Dollars cenerated through the funding formula m n n  
dollars) provide for a per pucil cost of S7,309.26. ^llntnent: includes
costs for travel and for scnool board training. "

It is important to note that the formula funding is applied equally to all 
B.I.A. schools. Therefore, any exceptic-»l costs at Mt. Edgecimbe will be 
due to the school's location in Alaska a to costs of plant operation and 
maintenance.'

. .  *

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  F D R  EDUCATIO N O F  A LA SKA  N A T IV E  C H I L D R 3 *

'"he issue of who is responsible for the education of native children in 
Alaska is a complex one. Tne Alaska Constitution requir es the state to 
"maintain a system of public schools open to all the children of the state.
On the other hand, it has been recognized that "it is th* responsibility and 
goal of the Federal government to provide comprehensive education programs 
and services for Indians and Alaska Natives . " 1 0 This policy is reaffirmed 
under regulations promulgated under P.L. 95-561: "In carrying out its Education 
mission, the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs through the Direcuu.' 
shall ensure that Indian Tribes and Alaska Native entities fully exercise 
self-determination and control in planning, priority-setting, development, 
management, operation,’ staffing and evaluation in all aspects of the*education 
process.

During the 1960's, a cooperative effort evolved between the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs and the State to transfer Bureau schools to State administration.
The process of transferring B.I.A. schrols to the state has slowed dawn.

The Indian Self-Determination Act of 1975 and local jpposition to pending 
school transfers caused the B.I.A. Juneau Area Director to cease transfer of 
B.I.A. schools to state control without consent of the community in which the 
school is located. In a letter to the State Commissioner of Education, the 
Area Director advised that in the future B.I.A. policy would require village 
concurrence before agreeing to a school transfer*. He further stated that the

in their oanmunities. *



The letter also "recognizes that the state is not obligated to abide by 
• P.L. 9.3—638... (but) the B.I.A. is obligated., .and that it would be wise for 
the state bo develop this concept as well.

This does not appear inconsistent with the agreement between the State and 
the B.I.A. and the general provisions of An Overall Educational Plan for Rural 
Alaska (revised 10/2/68) which rea^s in part:*'*

•v * • ’
7)...It is agreed that state policy tnould.be formulated with fuJLl 

consideration of the limitations of law which govern federal activities
and financial contributions. j

« #

9)...It is agre«d that the state should formulate an overall plara with 
local participation (emphasis added) for (a) expansion of presemt high 
school educational facilities and (b) transfer of Bureau-operated schools 
to state management and operation.

4

MDLLY B30TC3 DECISION
f

The Molly Hootch decision has had a considerable impact on secondary ^education 
for native children in Alaska and deserves discussion in order to better under­
stand the complexity of native education. * ••

C . September 3, 1976, the Governor of Alaska signed a Consent Decree ats 
settlement of a civil class action suit brought against the State on toehalf 
of Alaska Native children of secordary school age. In this settlement:, the 
State agreed that;

a) Every child of school <ge las the right to a public education in the 
local community in which he resides.

b) Neither the department {of education) nor a district may requdire 
a child to live away frcn the local conmunity in which he resides 
to obtain and education.

l^erefore:

a) The governing body of a district shall provide an elementary nchool 
in each conmunity in which eight or more children are availabll to 
attend elementary school.

b) Unless the local school ccrmiittee of the conmunity requests that
no secondary school be provided in that community... the c over: n ire bodv 
of the school district shall provide a secondary school or, i f so 
requested cy tne local scnool* ccmuttee a partial secondary program 
in each conmunity in the district in which:

1 ) there is one or more children available to atterd a secondary 
school/ and

2 ) there is...an elementary school operated by the district, t. there 
is an elementary school’opera ted by the Bureau of Indian Affairs.



Villages where there wet- previously no schools, for the first time, bave 
been able to offer educational programs to their inhabitants.

STUDENT Q3NCE3NS

The most critical ctnsideraHn" re.cn I V - r  n* vt. 'pjspcjhff
is tr.e placement of the cisolacud students. In spite of the Molly Hootch 
case, there are still a narJoer of students who have no secondary program 
available. Others ocne fran villages which oo not offer programs at every 
grade level. In some instances the community has elected not to have a 
fully-developed secondary program. Finally, there are students and/or their 
parents who havr opted rot to attend their village school due to various 
reasons. (This last group of students will be discussed in more depth* in a 
different sctior. of this report.)

Of the students currently enrolled at Mt. Edgeambe, a student survey conducted 
at Mt. Edgecumbe along with information on the status of village schools 
obtained from the state, it is found that 138 of those .students would not 
have classes to attend in their heme enr nity if Mt. Edgecunbe were to close 
at the end of this school year. (See Apr^ndix I)

Of the communities that Mt. Edgeambe students came from, sixteen off enr no 
high school prograj or facilities. The retaining sixty students are f.ron 
ccncnuniti.es that offer some high school programs but not at the grade level 
needed.

* I
Of the 407 students, 95 of them are seniors and will not require secondary 
programs after this 1980-1981 school year. Of those 95 seniors, 32 had 
village schools available this year —  63 did not. A total of 207 students 
currently in attendance at Mt. Edgeambe are there for reasons other than 
lack of a local secondary program. Since 32 of these 207 are seniors,, it 
is the reraining 175 students whose reasons for opting to attend Mt. EJdgeambe 
must be examined. (See Appendix II)

•

There was significant discussion about the non-educationel benefits fear students 
attending Mt. Edgeambe. The recreation program, the health services,, local 
cultural activities, counseling, and extra-curricular programs in the -areas 
of sports and music are a few of the benefits discussed. (See Appendix III 
for a complete description of these benefits.)

At the Sitka meeting, a registered nurse and certified school nurse practitioner 
employed by the Indian Health Service, stated the following: "Health promotion
in the erets of nutrition, physical fitness, str :ss management, socialization 
and positive life style and health oonsirneriEn are critical factors ia establishing 
a healthy population knowledgeable of and practicing appropriate utilization 
o f medical services. Health career promotion has been an active and ongoing 
effort y  the health services staff here at Mt. Edgeambe. This exposure 

' Is necessary to stimulate rural Alaska youth to capably practice self 
determination. The time and cost benefits of preventative services are mud: 
more efficient than episodic services only."



STUDENTS WHO HAVE LOCAL PROGRAMS AVAILABLE

Students and/or their parents nay choose Mt. Edgeaxrbe over their local school 
for social, or academic reasons or because of specific curriculum offerings.
In the words of the Mt. Edgecumbe Student Council President and a senior 
from Barrow, "An alternative such as MESS is necessary not only to meet 
the educational needs, but is vitally needed because of the social 
problems such as broken .hemes, alcohol and drug abuse —  among others —  
that occur in many villages. The health and social services that are 
provided at MEHS are not available in many rural areas."

Students and their parents have cited academic and curriculum reasons for 
choosing Mt. Edgecumbe. A variety of comments come from students:

"The courses offered at that (village) school were hot adequate 
to prepare me for college."

"At the high school (village), it was too snail and rot equipped 
...did not offer enough courses."

"The reason I came to Mt. Edgecumbe is that I wanted a better education 
•ard more of a challenge."

"The high school in ly village was inadequate...classes were limited 
and poorly organized."

♦

"Mt. Edgecumbe provides an education that opens doors to numerous 
oppo- snities. It provides a challenging curriculim that motivates 
a d  e to further our e d >cation...there's staff that are trained
in a wide variety of fields."

•

0 th"c consultation meetings pointed to the concern of inexperienced teachers 
and the high turn-over rate in the village schools, the high drop-out rate 
ir the R.E.A.A. /ind state school districts, and the lack of quality education 

adequate facilities currently in the village schools. O. e concerned 
citizen in None said that "parents want children to have the exposure of 
both the village life (village schools) and the preparation provided by 
Edgecumbe. _ The day will come when there is increased confidence in local 
schools . " 1 7

Charlie Johnson, the First Vice-President of the Bering Straits Native 
Corporation stated that "even when local schools are more developed, 
there will still be a need for nany children to attend Mt. Edgecumbe... 
and the concern is not whether or not the R.E.A.A.'sa can or cannot provide 
a quality education."
The major concern expressed by the Native people is that the village schools 
are in differing developmental stages. They are questioning the type of 
education which can be provided by a 1 or 2 teacher school serving several 
grades. Mary of these schools are experiencing facilities problems such as 
"fauOty water, heating, mechanical and electrical systers...plqmbing left



incomplete, leaving' operation of the toilets and hot V 2 ter system unsatis­
factory...drinking water has to be hauled by hand . . . " 1

VILLAGE SQPOLS V  • V" ' 'V J
•

There are 33 one-teacher schools in Alaska; 16 of them provide high school 
level education. There are 38 two-teacher schools, 30 with seme high school 
programs. There axe 19 three-teache_ schools, 18 with seme high school 
programs. In summary, there are 90 schools with 3 or less teachers and 64 
of them who provide seme degree of a high school program. In addition, 
there are 500 students taking correspondence courses.

This is not to say that these village schools are not capable of providing 
quality educational opportunities. Native people and others recognize that 
Alaska is in a rapid state of transition and it will take time to fully 
develop these programs.

"Little thought was given to the kind of educational activities that would 
be most appropriate for all these new high school programs.. .In general, 
where new facilities have been built, the adaptability of the programs of 
study to the particular needs and conditions of the comunity has been 
inhibited rather than enhanced by those facilities. Most initial programs 
of study.’, .have been spontaneous productions on the part of the teachers, 
...Consequently, the teachers have had to resort to effective utilization 
of those resources and facilities most imrwdiately available to them. Where 
no regular high school facilities were immediately available, teachers were 
required to be more adaptive and innovative in what they taught and how they 
taught it (though some have used this as an excuse not to teach much of 
anything). While the lade of adequate facilities has inposed its own set 
of hardships and problems for the teachers, the provision of elaborate 
facilities sporting the latest furnishings which modern technology has 
to offer does not appear to be the negic solution to the small high school's 
problems either. There is still the prior question of "What kind of 
educational program is most appropriate for high school students in rural 
Alaska?" and that question tends to get lost in the State's rush to comply 
with a consent decree (build a facility), the conrunities' desire to get 
a gym (use of a facility), and the teachers' efforts to keep all the 
machinery running (operate a facility). It is left to the student down 
at the end of the line to extract same kind of useful learning experiences 
rran all of this and thus piece together an "education" . * 5

One Sitka resident —  a former log camp school teacher —  reaffirms concerns 
repressed about the srall rural school:" Often new teachers in village 
schools are not prepared for village life. They have to learn to cope and 
als*> be prepared to teach anywhere fror 8 - 1 2  different grades at once...
I« doc.'t* feel that the problems in ru~ l high schools are all that related 
to losing students to Mt. Edgecumbe. They need to correct their problens 

• first. Local schools should be there for those students who need* them, 
but they cannot take the place of such a facility as Mt. Edgeambe.

I



It is these considerations which, no doubt, have lead native peoole to be 
concerned about whether or not the aoecuacv of educational alternatives has

REGIONAL EDUCATION ATTENDANCE AREAS
■ ■ i ■■■ ■ ■ ■■ »■■■ ■■■■ ■ •

* * *
In response to the Hootch case, the Alaska state legislature abolished 
the State-Operated School System (ASOSS) in 1S75 and established 21 
Regional Education Attendance Areas (R.E.A.A.) Areas outside an 
organized borough or first-clasr city are divided into R.E.A.A.'s.
Village schools are part of these R.E.A.A.'s.

Concern has been expressed by rrany R.E.A.A. administrators and board 
members that as long as Mt. Edgecunbe is open, they will lose dollars 
wher. students leave their district to attend Mt. Edgecur.be.

The Lcwer Kuskokwim Board supports Lhe urroediate closure of Mt. Edgecunbe. 
One board merber expressed that "Mt. Edgecunbe has served its purpose 
...we now have high schools in the regions and in the villages.* We have 
a new systen and our efforts c-e hampered by che existence of Mt. Edge- 
cunbe.

It uhould be noted that 42 percent of the Mt. Edgecunbe student popu,*tion 
comes from the Lever Kuskokwim R.E.A.A. with the largest numbers coming 
from the villages of Kwethluk (45 students) and Tuntutuliak (23 students). 
Pending for these schools is determined by those students enrolled at the 
end of the first quarter (this year 10/28/80). This board expressed 
concern that they cannot do adequate planning if they cannot count on 
the students attending their local schools. An additional problem 
they face is tiiat if the students decide to return to their local school 
after that deadline date, no money is available to adequately accommodate 
their absorption into the local system. Another board merber commented 
that the board's concern was not what happens with Kt. Edgecombe if 
1 , closes but is the detrimental effect on their educational programs in 
this district. This school district offered to pay transportation costs 
home for Mt. Edgecombe students from their District if the students would 
come home in time to be aounted in the funding.

Meetings were held at KwethliJc and Tuntutuliak. Villagers expressed the 
desirability of retaining Mt. Edgecombe as an alternative pystcm meeting 
important and differing needs of their children. They are supportive 
of developing their local option but feel lt is going to take more time. 
These two villages are part of the Lever Kuskokwim District.

a

Yukon-Kovukuc School District has "adopted a resolution opposing the closure 
of Kt. Ebgecumoe at"!:* preiiAt lime. We feel that adequate time for the 
planning to bring students back into the district has not been given... 
estimate a minimus of three to five years...m2i
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The Deputy Superintendent from the Bering Straits School District stated 
that there are problems associated with students going to Edgeambe.
"Based on the number of students leaving the district at the present time, 
they are losing about $400,000 in state revenues. Also, a lot of student 
leadership goes to Edgeambe; therefore, their own schools lose seme of the 
quality . " 2 2  The President of the Board, Bering Straits School District, . 
reaffirmed that they are "concerned with and working toward their mandate 
of providing local educational opportunities for their children but that Mt. 
Edgeambe should not close without analyzing the impact."

The Superintendent from the Name City School expressed that "the concept of 
an alternative is something which oust be considered. Things have been 
done too decisively regarding ecucat*jn in Alaska. The pendulun swings too 
rapidly, it is difficult to get any continuity...Although there are financial 
considerations, Edgeambe might best meet the needs of sane children . - 2 4

As indicated in the preceding paragraphs, the R.E.A.A. 's have varying 
sentiments regarding the closure of Mt. Edgeambe. Whatever the sentiment, 
though, the most important consideration is assuring that the needs off 
the students are met. This leads to the examination of educational 
alternatives.

• *

STATE BOARDING HDKZ AS AN ALTERNATIVE

The only alternative to Mt. Edgeambe specifically mentioned in the Off- 
Reservation Bearding School Study was the state boarding home program.
Native people have generally expressed that this is not an acceptable ' 
alternative.

There ere several factors which trust be carefully examined during the planning 
for the absorption of students into the state program. "At the very minimum 
students must be apprised of the program and planning trust be done to locate 
har.es, orient foster parents and teachers, and insure health care systems 
ar* accessible. Conditions in the urban centers where the students are 
likely to be placed need to be evaluated. Ancnorage schools reflect a 6 6 % 
dropout rate of Native students prior to high school gradurtion as v.il as 
siqr• ficantly lower te3 t saores. The academic problems together with the 
social and emotional stress encountered by native students in an u n a n  
center can be overwhelming... ^

Same discussion of the boarding home program as it presently exists Is in 
order at this point in order to better understand whether or not it can be 
considered an option for all displaced Edgeambe students. Those students 
who do not have access to a local program are eligible for placement in a 
secondary program within their own district or R.E.A.A. State reimbursement 
for placement outsice tve district will be approved only when approved fay 
the local school board and complete justificaticn is provided showing that it 
is not possible to place the student inside Lhe district. Concern has 
been expressed by seme parents and others who attend consultation meetings 
that no ristrict is prepared to offer a wide-range of educational programs 
•within C.strlct.



There are tvo types of boarding home programs available —  the "basic program" 
'and the "supplemental program", lhe basic program is for those students who 
. have no local program available. The supplemental program is for secondary 
students who have daily access to a local program at the appropriate grade 
level, but who have special'needs. Tne cost of supplemental programs must 
be borne by the district unless funds are otherwise provided, applications 
for basic programs are given first priority. The determination of "special 
needs" —  other than those needs of special education students —  lies with 
the district; there is no uniform criteria. .\
There are currently 258 students in the boarding hare croc ram. The staff 
tram the Alaska Department of Ecu cation state? that the largest oercentaoe 
of this fVT-Na.- A»-o_r^t:ve students. Stipends for Lhe boarding hotme carents 
vary from a low of $2,090 per student at Ketchikan to $4,446 at Mat-Su.

. This utiperd is for rocro and board costs only. Boarding hcime parents may 
choose to provide spending money from the monthly stipend but this is 
at their discretion. Natural parents should be informed that they are 
to provide clothing, spending money, and other incidental items for their 
children. One round-trip home per year is provided.

State Health and Social Services have regulations dealing with the licensure 
of foster hemes and boarding homes. Those agencies have indicated they do 
not have the staff to do what is required and have asked school districts 
to Jo the preliminary work. It is suggested that districts cooperate but 
they are not required to do so. The quality of the heme has been questioned 
by same individuals.

Other concerns expressed by students, parents and others include the fact 
that there is no orientation or training required; it is something which is 
left up to the districts. Families who have 2 or 1 students at Mt. Edge­
cumbe are concerned that if their children had to enter ;» boarding home 
program, the children would be split-up. Students uho previously lived 
in a boarding here have indicated that they did not have an adequate place 
to -.tudy. The cost of coming home at Christmas or any other time during the 
year must be borne by the parents. Tutoring is not a regular part of the 
program.
* * •

According to the types of boarding lone programs available, same of Mt. 
Edgecumbe1 s student population could meet the criteria of the program.
Fswevar, the needs of the individual students must be examined*. Alaska’s 
Commissioner of Education agrees. He indicated that the Statu will not 
accept blanket placements in boarding home programs.

The residential cocroonent is just one issue in addressing the appropriateness 
of educational alternatives. Bay Bamhardt who was involved in* the "Small 
High School Programs for Rural Alaska" study conducted by the University 
of Alaska said that there is a recognized need for extended learning 
activities and for moving beyond the village setting. Opportunities for 
travel and for courses of study and activities not provided for in the stall 
school setting is desirable.



OTHER EDUCATIONAL ALTERNATIVES
•• |

Because Alaska is in a rapid st2ge of development arid education is in a state 
of transition, alternative programs are being constantly explored. Sere programs 
are already tried and proven —  others are only in preliminary discussion stages.

The Rural Student Vocational Program (RSVP) has been operating for 10 years.
It is a cooperative arrangement between the private sector, the school district, 
and the state. Students are brought from the rural schools into Fairbanks, 
Anchorage, Kenai and Juneau and placed in a job setting for two weeks. Total 
costs for two weeks are about $900 oer child and are shared by the state and 
district. About 800 students will . articipate this year.

•

Districts have made arrangements to run seme studer*-s through a ccnprehensive 
short-term program at Seward Skills Center. Exchang programs with other 
countries as well as between rural and urban settings is an option sometimes 
used to "widen horizens". • *■

The State Department of Education has developed an Educational Teleconmunicatiors
Project. It is a 5-year project and will be evaluated for the first time
this year. There are four courses available at this time and two more in 

• developmental stages. They are designed for 9th and 10th grades. It provides 
for Individualized Study by Telecocmunications (1ST) in selected pilot sites.
The state matches funds with a grant fron the National Institute of Education. 
Some teachers expressed that tiere is little or no training provided to them 
relative to equipment use. • *

The Lower Kuskokwim School District is going to investigate the possibility 
of re-converting one of the original Bethel Regiw.*l dormitories*. It is 
currently being used for office space. The capacity of the dorm is 100 
and could provide for a "magnet school" concept. They would be able to bring 
students ir for some specialized, short-term programs.

The State is discussing a Prep School type of arrangement. If found viable, 
it would be developed to address academic development and leadership training 
with special erohasis on issues of concern to the state. Students would attend! 
for cne semester or perhaps a year. This option is alro in very preliminary 
stages of discussion.

These alternatives —  both developed and proposed —  are programs which address 
various needs of students and the need for alternatives. However, some of them
will not be available in the immediate future.

• •

Other alternatives proposed were 1) the development of cottage heme programs 
with trained Indian "parents" who would live and work with a snail group of 
students; 2 ) another boarding school —  perhaps smaller, more specialized and 
in a more central location; 3) if a study indicates the "status* quo" is 
necessary, then put in place the Consolidation Plan to cut facilities costs; 
and <) a contract with a native organization to operate the. school.

PO SITIO N  OF TOE STATS

When the Alaska State Board of Education met in August, they passed a resolution 
supporting the closure of Mt. Edgecurbe at the earliest possible date. At 
their October meeting, the Board voted on tte following notion;



In supporting closure of the Kt. Edgecmbe Boarding School at the earliest 
possible date, Lhe Board expresses its concern and strongly urges that prior 
to closure, the following recommendations be implemented:

(1) That the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Lhe local school districts determine 
that each student affected by Lhe closure has been assured entry into a 
secondary pr jgram of comparable range to that which he or she was parti­
cipating ir at the Mt. Edgeconbe Schooi;

v '  ’ • . \
(2) That the Bureau of- Indian Affairs reaffirm its Trust Responsibilities

to Alaska Native students by seeking to supplement and enrich the educational 
experiences of Alaska Native students attending public schools in Alaska 
.by providing ongoing, sustained funding * . 0 local districts and th< epartment 
of Education in an amount equal to the Bureau's F¥ 1981 operation^-*, budget 
for the Mt. Edgeambe Boarding School;

(3) That the Bureau of Indian Affairs, affected school districts, and the 
Department of Education jointly conduct extensive field hearings in order 
to receive maximum input frcm local communities respecting the transition; 
and . .

(4) That the Bureau of Indian Affairs work zealously with all affected students, 
.school districts and the department to guarantee completion of thn
orderly transfer of primary responsibility for these students no later 
than the end of the 1981-82 school year.

In the meeting with state education officials on November 7, 1980, the following 
points were discussed relative to the state's position:

1) The Bureau nust work directly with each student and the affected 
districts to provide individual staffings for each child;

2) Other agencies (Social Service, Indian Health, etc.) will have to 
be involved where appropriate;

3) The Junior class needs should be given special consideration;

4) Extmine special needs of each child and determine the cost for meeting 
the^n needs. The Bureau should be prepared to pick up costs of 
special placement needs;

5) The state will not accept blanket placements in the boarding home program;
• •

6 ) The state has appointed two individuals to act as coordinators for this 
trails it ion and reccnmends that Lhe Bureau does Lhe same. They feel 
this needs to be done immediately whether Lhe school closes at the
end of 1931 or at Lhe end of 1982;

7) The state raised two questions which Lhe/ would like to have answered:

a. What will the position of Bureau education be in having Alaska 
Native children attend boarding scnoois in the lower 48?

b. What is Lhe federal government responsibility to Alaska Natives?



OTCER CONSIDERATIONS *
11 1 I ■ i m m ^ m  4

«

1. Personnel: (a) to RIF a staff of 163 3100/3500 employees ray cost 1.0- 
1.5 million dollars (rough estimate). This cost would defray lunp sum 
leave payments, severance pay, and relocation costs. Student transportation 
and employee relocation costs (to point of hire or placement by the Bureau) 
could arrin Alaska's education travel ceiling. This time consuming process 
of calculating this cost, and ceiling involving personnel, education and 
administration needs to be done, (b) a secondary issue: long term 
employees hired from the Sitka area, have be^n living in government housing; 
is local housing available- in Sitka for these displaced employees?

2. Facilities: (a) transfer to GSA/BLM (buildings and land)?; (b) inventory 
buildings, capital property. (3100) also dispose of; (c) are we required 
to maintain caretaker resoonsibilites for ore year? (need staff/dollars);
(d) Advise City and Borough of closure; cancel electric, water, garbage, 
P.O.'s; (e) notify PHS one year ahead prior to closure. Coordinate and 
phase out existing use permits; 1..S to assure Facility Managers->t operations; 
(f) shut down BIA volunteer fire department on the isle-d, die. se of
fire fighting equipment; (g) impact on Sitka Public Sc? ol (874 money 
all employees' children); (h) possible credit union di^solVement; (i) beard 
up facilities, preventative measure taken to prevent freezing, set up 
security for facilities until disposed of; (j) transfer records (3100/3500) 
to record storage archives; (k) advise new agency 0  i M  manager of projected 
reordering time frames e.g. PS300 fuel oil from Seattle, current procedures 
and cost; (1) assure the City & Borough, USCG. LSPO, etc, that school 
closure will net affect BL\ contribution toward new sewage treatment 
plant ard collection system. (BIA has the appropriations).

3. Identify all use permits'agreements with State, City and Federal entities; 
schedule .erminaticn on proceedings for all permits/agreements.

CONSULTATION MEETINGS

With few exceptions, those persons who participated in the consultation mee ings 
felt that the closure of Mt. Edgecurbe should be delayed —  at least one year, 
possibly three to five years, or some expressed that it should remain open 
indefinitely. Kt. Edgecumbe has been recognized for producing a vast nurJber 
of native leaders.

A concern which was expressed at every site visited was that no consultation 
took place prior to a decision being made and that the consultation meetings 
being held, did rot afford an opportunity for more villagers to participate.

* 4

Separate from this report, resolutions, petitions end letters concerning the 
closure issue will be available for review. Seme groups who passed resolutions 
are Alaska Federation of Natives who then carried the resolution to National 
Congress of American Indians, where it also passed in super ut of keeping 
'the school open; Lhe Alaska Native vtemen's S t a t w i d » Organization; Village 
councils; Native Regional Councils; Alaska Native Brotherhood Chapters;
National Federation of Federal Employees and numerous individuals. The mayor 
frcm Sitka expressed concern about the economic impact on Sitka: "It's quite 
a sizeable payroll ard of course, most of the people involved are lifelong 
Alaskans that have been here ail their lives? should Lhey lose their jobs 
they really have no place to go...".



FOOTNOTES

h s  CFR Part 31a.3
‘25 CFR Part 31a.4 (a) (2) - .
^25 CFR Part 31a.4 (i)
*25 CFR Part ~Ia.4 (p)
25 David H. Gretches, Law and Alaska Native Education, p.35 Center for 
Northern Educational Research. University of AJ-ska-Fairbahks, Sept., 1977 
Sibid, p.34 •
pMeraorandurj from AS/PBA to Deputy AS/IA, dated September 9, 1980 
Off-Reservation Boarding School Study, Department of Interior Program Review 
Division - Nay 6 , 1980 

y Alaska Constitution, article VII, 1
^ Ind i a n  Self-Determination Act (P.L. 93-638; sections 2 and 3)
^ 2 5  CFR Part 31a.4 (a) (3)
,,Letter from Juneau Area Director to State Commissioner of Education; Jan. 26, 
Hlbid. . ■

Memorandum of Agreement, State of Alaska and Bureau of Indian Affairs, Juneau 
Area Office; April 15, 1976 

1 "Small High School Programs for Rural Alaska", Vol 1, Univ. of Alaska;
February, 1979 (p. 5-6)

■^Ccrments from students at Sitka Consultation Meeting; October 20, 1980 
“gCorments from Suzanne Kassnan; Nome Consultation Meeting; November 3, 1980 
:?"Tu Sra Druzs", Vol. VII, No. 32; Bethel, Alaska; Oct. 30, 1980

"Small High School Programs for Rural Alaska", Vol 1, Center for Cross 
Cultural Studies, Univ. of Alaska; Feb., 1979
Consultation Meeting with Lower Kuskokwim School Board; Bethel, Alaska, 
October 30, 1980
Letter from Superintendent, Yukon-Koyukuk School District to 3IA Education; 
October 31, 1980 

^Consultation Meeting in Nome, Alaska, November 3, 1980

'Implications of Mt. Edgecurbe Closure", Rosita Worl, Senior Research Analyst, 
tYiiv. of Alaska and Pres., Alaska Native Education Association, Sept, 1980 
information obtained during meeting with Alaska Department of Education, 
Juneau, Alaska, November 7, 1980
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KCEORACE DISTRICT:
• • •

* i
\

•
•

leknagik 9th * d ?  ! 4
nchorage yes • A \u 2 v r
larks Point no 1 i • 2
illicghaa yes * 2 . . 2
;kvok no 5 2  { 2 2 1 1
Irdvood no • 1  1
oligtnek 9 th 1  2 5 • 3
!?:.okotak 9 th & 1 0 th \ 1 4 5
>v Stuyahok 9th & 10 ch \ 2 2  1 5 1 0
ikolskl no

J
yes

** . : no 
no

•
1 1

edro Bay 
orcage Creek 
t. George

1
1

. 1  ' 2 2

1
1
5

n  Paul 9th & 10th 8 6 14
Vin Hills 
'asil la

no
o

yes
• • 3

1 .
3
1

ETHEL DISTRICT: • • r •*
• J

•

kiachak no 3 • 2 ’ 2 3 1 0
kiak

• _ • 
no . 4 2 1 7

lakamik - no 2 2
siak <.yes 1 1 3 5
avik
ethel

• 9th & 10th 
yes

1
3 1 2

.JL

V...aV yes 1 1
huathbaluk
ek

9th, 10th & 11th 
9th, 10th & 11ch

1 3 
1  2

4
1 4

rraonak yes / 1 4 1
'orf.i'a Ledge 
bodaevs Bay 
olitna River

no

no
1

3

2 1

3 :
1 *
n ?

lpnuk 9th & 10th • 1 1
ongiganek ye* 1 1
bellk no 1 3
vethluk yes 1 2 1 0  1 0 13 45
over Kalskag . no 3 2 2 7 ’
ekoryuk no •

• 1 1 2
apakiak no 1 1 2
i k o U l
scarville

9th & 10th 
no

1
1

•
1 _*

H o t  Station no • 4 ' 2 4 . 5 15
uinhagak ‘ no 1 1 2
ed Devil 9 th 1  1 1 3
ussian Kission yes"

•
1 1

aint Mary* yes l 1 1
tony River 
oglak * 
uluksak

yes
yes
yes

1
1

* 1 1 • 1

1
1
3

untutuliak yes 7 6 7 3 23



 ....
IN VILLAGE

FAIRBANKS DISTRICT:

A llakake t 
A rc tic  V i l la g e  
Earrov 
3eavar
B e t t ie s  F ie ld
Fairbanks
Huslia
M entasta Lake 
Stevens V i l la g e  
T e t l in

9th & 10th
• yes 

yes 
no •'

/. yes
• yes

9th & 10th 
no •

. .  nc 
- po

2

1
A

1

1

3

1
1

10

1

2

1

A

1

1
5

1

1

2

3
1
1

8

NOME DISTRICT:

Aabler
E l ia
Canbell
Klana
Robuk
Kotzebje
Little Dionede
N o n e

Point Hope
Savoonga
Selav ik
Shaktoolik
Shishraaref
Shungnak
Stebbins
St. Michael
Vales

S O U T H E A S T  D I S T R I C T :

Brookings, Oregon
Freshwater Bay
Haines
Hoonah
K l u k v a n

H e tla k a t la
Me. Edgecuabe
Winslow, Arizona

9th , 10th & 11th 1

.no •
•

2 3
yes 2 • ‘1

l y e s  . . . 1

no 1 1

yes 2*
no

4 ^
6

• yes A 2
«-y 's 1

yes 1 1

yes 1

no t • 1 2 1
yes

7'yes 3
no 2 1 2
no df 3 6
9th 2 1 1

yes
yes
yes
yes
no
yes
yes
yes

3

2
1

1

1
1
2 1

2

13

11

1
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• •

VILLAGE DEMOGRAPHICS 

The f o l l o w i n g  d a t a  show s:

1. Mt. E dgecunbe  s t u d e n t s  hooe  com m unity .

2 . The num ber o f  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  Me. Edgecumbe 
from  c h a t  com m unity .

•' *f ' \• \
3 . The com m unity  p o p u l a t i o n .

• • i
*4. The g r a d e  l e v e l s  i n  th e  comm unity s c h o o l .

I. S c h o o l  e n r o l l m e n t .

6 . The num ber o f  s c h o o l  s t a f f .

• •

.  /



Agencv/Vlllete Kane No. Of Village Grade School Kunbtr of
Studenta Population Levels Enrollaent School Stuff

Anchorage Agency

Aleknagik 4 227
•

2-9 26 3 *
Anchorage 13 • ' 220,000 E-12 45,000 2,500
C la rk 's  Po in t * 58 R-10 18 2

D ill in g h a a 3 1,636 7-12 199 21
Ekvok l l ' ; 1 ’ i l l 1-7 21 2
Cirduood 1 42 1-8 18
Roliganek ' 9 . - ’,  . 155 E-12 37 3
Kanokotak 5 250 1-12 104 10
New Stuyahok 10 . 297 R-12 102 • 9
N iko lsk i 1 - V 55 R-8 11 1
Pedro Bay 1 37 E-12 14 2
P o rta g e  Creek 1 N/A R-10 . • 15 * •*

S t .  George 6 170 R-8 9 1
S t.  Paul . 14 567 R-10 135 12
Tvin H i l l s 4 63 ' R-8 9 1
W asilia 1 2,184 9-12 677• 44

Bethel Agency ♦ •

Aklachak 10 354 9-12 35 4
Aklak . 7 216 R-12 46 5
Alakanuk 2 527 9-12 47 6
Anlak 5 • 355 * K-12 99 12
Anvik 1 102 K-ll 31 4
Bethel 6 3,853 9-12 429 34
Chevak 1 468 R-12 158 10
C h u a c h b a l u k 8 127 1-12 30 3
E e k 4 307 9-11 19 2
Eonorvjk 6 545 9-1? 49 9
F o r t u n e  Ledge 3 . 263 9-12 22 2
G o o d n e w s  Bay 1 248 9-12 35 3
H o l ' t n a  River (No School) 3 . -0 - - -0 - -0 -
Ripnuk 1 400 9-12 62
Rongiganek 1 210 A-12 84 9
R o t l ik 4 305 9-12 9 2
Rvethluk 45 444 9-12 30 3
Lover Kalskag 7 218 A-12 89 6
Hekoryuk 2 • 174 9-12 20 2
Napaklak 2 313 9-12 26 3
N iko la i 2 152 4-10 20 3
O sc a rv i l le 1 60 1-8 20 1
P i l o t  S ta t io n 15 301 * 9-12 * 7 4
Qulohagak 2 448 9-12 9 50 4
Red Devil 3 53 R-12 21 2
Russian Mission 1 167 9-12 U 2
S t .  Mary's 1 530 A-12 100 20
Stony Rlvar 1 80 R-12 22 5
Toglak 1 474 R-12 146 14
Tuluksak 3 258 9-12 22 2
T u n tu tu l iak 24 225 9-12 18 2



Agency/Village Name No. Of Village Grade School Number of
Students Population Levels Enrollment School Staff

• * • {
Fairbanks Agency • 1

a
A llakaket 9 ' 216 K-10 35 3
‘A rc t ic  V il la g e 3 125 \  R-12 41 4
IB arrjv  ; 14 2,715 '  7-12 228 24- _.  . . a . f
Beaver 3 N/A .R-8 9 1
Fairbanks : 11 30,462 *7-12 583 46
Hu a11a 5 212 1-10 46
He ita-.ta Ltke 1 131 1-8 . 14 1
Steven’s V i!lage 6 80 1-8 11 1
T e t l in 1 108 1-8 21 2

Nome Agencv • %
p

• • • •

Ambler- 4 217 7-12 26 3
E lia 5 218 1-8 42 2
Cambell 3 447 9-12 50 4

f Rians* 1 344 7-12 59 5
•Robuk* 3 61 R-8 16 1

'  Rotzebui' .  2 2,526 7-12 312 22
Dioaede 13 125 1-8 29 m t

Nome 6 2,892 7-12 326 • 33
Poin t Hope* 3 464 R-12 168 14
Savoonga 3 409 9-12 46 3
Shaktoollk 4 160 1-8 ; 34 2
Shlshmaref 1 373 9-12 57 4
Shungnakv 11 198 9-12 37 4
Stebbioa 7 . 309 R-8 102 6
S t.  M ichae l 's 17 282 1-8 59 4
Vales 6 30 1-8 15 2

Southeast Agency • •

Freshw ater Bay 2 N/A R-12 20 2
Raines * 6 1 , Jt>0 9-12 146 17
Hoonah 2 1,093 7-12 130 14
F_luk van 1 140 1-8 11 1
M etlaka tla 1 1,119 7-12 • 164 16
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Referred: Health.Education & 
Social Services and Finance

BY ADAMS, BETTISWORTH, FULLER, 
GRUSSENDORF, HAUGEN AND MARTIN

HOUSE BILL NO. 812 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

dor an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation to the Depart­

ment of Education for state match of federal money

for the operation of Mount Edgecumbe High School i and

providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $2,880,000 is appropriated from the general fum. 

to the Department of Education to be used as a state match of federal money 

for the operation of Mount Edgecumbe High School.

* Sec. 2. The une pended and unobligated portion of the appropriation 

made by this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1983.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in iccordance with AS 01.10.- 

070(c).

70

21

72

73

74

76 li

77 

7*1'

H
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&irls H^nor Q u a r t e r s  

^U. CdqeCumbe 4!:  ̂h School 
Alt. E d g e  C i i m b *  A l a s k a .

7f<f3i

H o n o r a b l e  M i c h a e l  F. b e i r n i  

C h a i r m a n ,  Meal+h, B^ucaKon Q(\u Social Se ri/ices
Arr/if:Committee members
A la s k a  S ta te  le g is la t u r e .

Paudh /  C V S  3 l0 o )

J u n e a u f A l a s k a  9 1 3  H

Dear S ir ;
///i, ib is  is m y 'first y e a r  to mi. e d g e c u m b e  a n d  2 ' m  

e n ] o y m g  d  s o  m u c h ,  m i s  ts t h e  fir s t  h m e  1  e v e r  b e e n  a c u i y  ftoi 

h o m e  a n d  m e e t  a  lot e l  k n e w  S t u d e n t s  f r o m  d i  H e  r e n t  d r  P a s ,  

l e a r n  t o  g e t  a l o n g  w i A i  t a r g e  n u m b e r  c l  s t u d e n t s  C l o s e  t o  m y  

a g e ,  a n d  W h e n  T i n  d u u u n  w e y  w o u l d  C h e e r  m e  u p .  I  l e a r n e d  

S o  m u c h  h e r e  t h a n  J  d i d  o i h t r p  x h u e .  Th is s c h o o l  g i v e  c a t  

g o o d  e d u c a t i o n  to o n  s t u d e n t s .  S o  a t  H r  m e  g r a d u a t e  o ^ e  c a n  

f i n d  a  g o o d  j o b .  I  a l s o  e n j o y e d  t h e  a c t  a n y  t h e y  / x a v e  h e r p  i o  

C o m p e t e  w > t h  A i t  o t h e r  v i l l a g e s .  M t - t d g e e u m b e  p r o v i d e  

q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  a t  t h e  m e m b e r  a t  t h e  t e a c h e r s  

h o m e d  m  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  O f  e d u c a t i o n ,  h i t  C d g e C u m b C  

p i c u i d e s  f i n  o p p o r t u n i t y  for S t u d e n t s  to l e a r n  t o  l i v e  a n d  c o o r k  

W i t h  S t u d e n t s  f r o m  o t h e r  Q r e a s .  f u r e  c u i s h  t / O u  C a n  h e l p  u s ,  

it> k e e p  hf)iS S c h o o l  o p e n  f o r  t h e  f o r  l o w  m g  y e a n !

)r n

T h a n k  -  tu x  !
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P. 0. Box 676 
Barrow, A K  99723 
March 19, 1982

CHAIRMAN, MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE HESS COMMITTEE:

SINCE 1947 MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL HAS BEEN AVAILABLE TO

MY NAME IS DONNA KIOUS, AND I A M  FROM BARROW, ALASKA.

THOUSANDS OF ALASKA NATIVES TO HELP EQUIP THEM WITH AN 

EDUCATION THAT HAS ENABLED THEM TO ASSUME RESPONSIBLE OCCUPATIONS 

AND ROLES OF LEADERSHIP THROUGHOUT ALASKA.

MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL IS NOW IN A  VERY SERIOUS SITUATION 

OF FACING POSSIBLE CLOSURE AFTER THE FY 83 SCHOOL YEAR. THE 

REASONS CITED FOR MT. E D G E C U M B E’S CLOSURE ARE HIGH COSTS OF 

OPERATING THE SCHOOL AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT APPEARS TO 

BF. SURPLANTING STATE RESPONSIBILITIES. THIS POSITION IS 

BASED ON THE "OFF-RESERVATION BOARDING SCHOOLS STUDY" BY 

THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR. IN MAY 1980, AND YOU HAVE A 

COPY IN YOUR FILE AVAILABLE.

THE ISSUE OF WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EDUCATION OF NATIVE 

CHILDREN IN ALASKA IS A COMPLEX ONE. THE ALASKA CONSTITUTION,

ARTICLE 7. SECTION 1. REQUIRES THE STATE TO "MAINTAIN A 

SYSTEM OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS OPEN TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE 

STATE". ON THE OTHER HAND, IT HAS BEEN RECOGNIZED THAT IT 

IS THE RESPONSIBILITY AND GOAL OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO

PROVIDE COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION PROCRAMS AND SERVICES FOR



INDIANS AND ALASKA NATIVES, AS STATED IN THE INDIAN SELF- 

DETERMINATION ACT.

HOUSE BILL 812 WOULD MAKE A SPECIAL APPROPRIATION OF 2.8 

MILLION DOLLARS FOR THE OPERATION OF MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH 

SCHOOL. THE PASSAGE OF THIS BILL WOULD ENABLE THE STATE 

AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO WORK TOGETHER AND PROPERLY 

ADMINISTER A STEP TO A SOLUTION TO OUR EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS 

FOR RURAL ALASKA STUDENTS.

ANY AMOUNT OF MONEY CANNOT EQUAL THE OPPORTUNITY OR PRIVILEGE 

TO RECEIVE AN EDUCATION. EDUCATION IS THE BASIS OF GROWING 

AND LEARNING TO LIVE IN OUR SOCIETY AND IS NECESSARY IF A 

PERSON IS TO LEAD A CONTRIBUTING LIFE. I HAD THE PRIVILEGE 

OF ATTENDING MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL FOR TWO YEARS AND 

GRADUATED LAST FALL.

I" MEANS SO MUCH TO SO MANY PEOPLE OF ALASKA IF MT. EDGECUMBE 

HIGH SCHOOL WOULD BE GIVEN A CHANCE TO PROVE HOW MUCH IT CAN 

AND WILL DO FOR THE NATIVE STUDENTS 0* ALASKA. SUCH AN 

ALTERNATIVE AS MT. EDCECUME. GIVES STJDENTS THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO GET AWAY FROM A TROUBLED ENVIRONMENT AND THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO BECOME SOMEONE - TO HAVE DREAMS - TO HAVE GOALS. ALSO 

EVEN THE OPPORTUNITY FOR RELICION TO BECOME AN IMPORTANT AND 

MOST NEEDED ROLE IN THEIR LIVES. 1 HAD THESE OPPORTUNIT lES



AND THAT IS WHY OTHER PEOPLE AND I HAVE FOUGHT, PRAYED, AND 

WORKED TOGETHER IN HOPE THAT KT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL WILL 

CONTINUE AS AN EDUCATIONAL ALTERNATIVE SO THE FUTURE NATIVE 

STUDENTS OF ALASKA WILL ALSO HAVE THESE OPPORTUNITIES.

THE DECISION OF THE PASSAGE OF HOUSE BILL 812 IS A  V E rY 

CRUCIAL ONE, AND I AM ASKING FOR YOUR SUPPORT FOR MT. EDGECUMBE 

HIGH SCHOOL. I WOULD BE MORE THAN HAPPY TO ASSIST IN ANY 

WAY I CAN TO COME TO A CONCLUSION TO HELP MY NATIVE PEOPLE. 

BECAUSE I KNOW THAT IF ANYTHING IS WORTH FIGHTING FOR AND 

STANDING UP FOR, IT IS MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL. I BELIEVE 

IN MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL. I LOVE MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH 

SCHOOL. I FEEL IT IS DEFINITELY NEEDED IN THE STATE OF 

ALASKA. PLEASE HELP US TO KEEP IT OPEN. THANK YOU.



MY NAME IS VIVIAN JOHNSON. I AM THE PRESIDENT OF MT. EDGECUMBE 

HIGH SCHO O L  STUDENT BODY FOR THE 1981-82 SCHOOL YEAR. I AM A 

SENIOR. THIS WILL BE MY THIRD YEAR ATTENDING MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH 

SCHOOL. I AM FROM EMMONAK, WHICH IS ON THE LOWERYUKON RIVER.

I AM REPRESENTING T H E  MT. EDGECUMBE STUDENT BODY. TODAY WE COME 

TO DISCUSS THE TOPIC O F  MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL. WE DEEPLY 

APPRECIATE T H I S  OPPORTUNITY TO VOICE OUR OPINIONS AND WE ALSO 

APPRECIATE THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE CALLED ALL O F  US TOGETHER TODAY 

TO HEAR THE REASONING O F  ALL CONCERNED.

THIS PAST SUMMER I WAS VISITING RELATIVES. ONE COUPLE, WHO ARE 

FORMER GRADUATES O F  MT. EDGECUMBE WERE DISCUSSING THEIR TWO-MONTH 

OLD D A U G H T E R’S PLACE O F  ATTENDING HIGH SCHOOL. ONE PARENT WANTED 

HER TO ATTEND THE IvOCAL HIGH SCHOOL AND THE OTHER PARENT WANTED HER 

TO ATT E N D  MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL. THEY FINALLY DECIDED ON MT. 

EDGECUMBE. THEY CHOSE MT. EDGECUMBE BECAUSE THEY REALIZED FROM THEIR 

OWN EXPERIENCES T H A T  IT WOULD PROVIDE A BETTER EDUCATION FOR THEIR 

CHILD. I THINK T H I S  SHOWS THE TREMENDOUS EFFECT MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH 

SCH O O L  HAS ON ALASKAN NATIVES.

AT !ir. m 'm JECUMPE HIGH SCHOOL, IF A STUDENT NEEDS SPECIAL AND IN-

‘ l  ' t  ' .■ •'E / .RE PhuOPAMS A V A i U r L r  - W A*.I AREAS.  ALSO FOR

• E : i .. .LF *HO PLAN I\> GO UK TO :ii JEr.R AND BrT'”ER EDUCATION 

If IJ 0 7 1DCS CHALLENGING CURRICULUM WITHIN THE III OH SCHOOL AS WELL AS 

ACCESS T O  NEARBY COLLEGES. 1 HAVE BEEN TAKING U.VERAL COLLEGE CLASSES 

HIRING MY SFNIOH YEAR TO HELP MF. MAKE THE THAN: iliOIJ FROM ONE PHASE 

O F  EDUCATION TO A N O T H E R .



M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L  A L S O  H A S  A H I G H L Y  D E V E L O P E D  I N T E R S C L A S T I C  

AND I N T E R M E R I A L  S P O R T S  P R O G R A M  A S  W E L L  A S  M AN Y E X T R A - C U R R I C U L A R  

A C T I V I T I E S .

I T  A L S O  P R O V I D E S  S T U D E N T S  W I T H  A C C E S S  T O  B E T T E R  H E A L T H  F A C I L I T I E S .

A C O M P A R I S O N  W O U L D  B E  T H A T  A T  HO M E 1  L I V E  2 0 0  M I L E S  AWAY F R O M  A 

H O S P I T A L  O R  D O C T O R  A N D  A T  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  I  L I V E  L E S S  A N D  A C I T Y  

B L O C K  A W A Y .  T H I S  N O T  O N L Y  H E L P S  S T U D E N T S  I N  C U R I N G  B U T  A L S O  I N  

P R E V E N T I O N  O F  H E A L T H  P R O B L E M S .

B E S I D E S  T H E S E ,  A N D  M A N Y . O T H E R  R E A S O N S ,  I  T H I N G  T H A T  T H E  S C H O O L  I S  

A V E R Y  I M P O R T A N T  B Y W A Y .  I T  N O T O N L Y  P R O V I D E S  Q U A L I T Y  E D U C A T I O N  B U T  

I T  I S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  A L A S K A  I N  M ANY O T H E R  W A Y S .

I T  I S  A C O M M U N IC A T IO N  P O I N T  F O R  T H E  S T A T E .  S T U D E N T S  C O M IN G  FR O M  

S M A L L  V I L L A G E S  H A V E  L I T T L E  I D E A  A B O U T  O T H E R  P E O P L E S  AND A R E A S  O F  

A L A S K A .  A T  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  S T U D E N T S  G A I L  AN U N D E R S T A N D I N G  O F  A L L  

T H E  O T H E R  A L A S K A N  N A T I V E  G R O U P S  I N C L U D I N G  T H E I R  B A CKGROUND A N D  P E R ­

S O N A L I T I E S .  A F E E L I N G  O F  U N I T Y  I S  F O U N D E D  T H A T  LASTS \ L I F E T I M E .  

BECAUSE O F  T H I S  W E  F I N D  T H A T  STUDENTS t'ASlLY ADAPT TO SITUATIONS 

> M U S T  W O R K  W I T H  0TJ ; • UT ALASKA*

V-<:o Mi: Ai; TKFOri'AR'I KAr.OL IN ’ ,4 j NfUV 1 AL'ERS fOR OCR

. i -S / DOOR TOT1IE O U T S I D E  FYr V* N S E X P O S E D  TO
MANY LEW t.hb BhOADENlNO KX* EHJNr.CEi WHILE S' l .L HAVINO THF. S E C U R I T Y  

O K  A HOME- L I K E  A T M O S P H E R E .  THESE EXPMHIENC.’S HELP P r t E F A H E  S T U D E N T S  

TO GO ON T O  C O L L E G E  O R  I N T O  O t H E R  SOURCES O F  F U R T H E R  E D U C A T I O N .



I A T T ENDED A VILLAGE HIGH SCHOOL MY FRESHMAN YEAR. FROM MY OBER- 

VATION THESE ARE SOME OF THE ADVANTAGES T H A T  MT. EDGECUMBE OFFERS 

OTHER THAN T H E  ONES I MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY. AT MT. EDGECUMBE THERE 

IS PRESSURE TO DO WORK AND TO ACHIEVE RATHER .'iL.N JUST GOOFING OFF.

THUS, S T U DENTS ADJUST TO SCHOOL AND HAVE TO REALLY EARN THEiR GRADES 

STUDENTS EXPERIENCE LIVING AWAY FROM HOME AND BARN TO BE MGrtL RE­

SPONSIBLE AND INDEPENDENT. I HAVE NOTICED THAT DROP-OUTS FROM 

OTHER SCHOOLS QUITE OFTEN DO FINE AND GET ALONG WELL ACADEMICALLY 

AND SOCIALLY.

IT IS A STRICT POLICY AT MT. EDGECUMBE THAT STUDENTS ATTEND ALL 

CLASSES UNLESS IT IS UNAVOIDABLE AND MUST ALWAYS BE ON TIME. THIS 

RESULTS IN MORE DISCIPLINED STUDENTS.

I FEEL T H AT BEFORE A DECISION IS MADE CONCERNING MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH 

SCHOOL EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO INVESTIGATE TH E  TREMENDOUS 

IMPACT T H IS WILL HAVE ON THE COUSE O F  EDUCATING STUDENTS IN ALASKA.

I FEFL T H AT EVERY PERSON CONCERNED WITH MAKING THIS DECISION AND 

KITH T H E  FATE O F  THE STATE O F  ALASKA O W E S  IT TO THE FUTJRF. GEN- 

Lf.ATJ .5 O F  ALAS! AK ST UDENTS AND TH E STATE TO  VISIT 

rsrtVJl AN!) T A L K  WITH i'.L TMPCE THAI /-III. IE f  i'C  ‘ .. *... X*r.fc a 

’’IDE) «« c.ULY JF T H E  iS L V t , Ai L j *n*: E F.'jL.E, ,J».L Ar.E . ;ih

T.MF. A “ U E F FO RT TO DO T H IS THEN I : E L  T H A T  Vri-RE CM; NOT OTHER 

IOM EXCEPT TO KEEP MT. EDO! . HIGH i  1 . ATION.

1 AH VERY TROUD OF MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL. I FEEL THAT MT. EDGECUMBE 

HiUH SCHOOL IS A VERY 1MFOR1AKT AND NECESSARY EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE. 

fRD IT S H O U L D  BE AVAILABLE T O  ALL ALASKAN STUDENTS.



n  • > •

THAT IS WHY THE STUDENT BODY WISHES TO TAKE MEASURES TO SEE THAT THE 

* FRESHMAN CLASS OF 1983 HAS THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE ADMITTED TO A SCHOOL 

SUCH AS MT. EDGECUMBE. THE DECISION MADE DENYING THIS OPPORTUNITY 

TO THESE STUDENT IS WRONG AND UNFAIR. IT IS OUR HOPE THAT THE STATE 

LEGISTATURE WILL APPROPRIATE MONIES THAT WILL MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR 

INCOMING FRESHMAN TO BE ADMITTED TO MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL.

WE WOULD ALSO HOPE THAT CONTINUED FUNDING WO U L D  BE PROVIDED SO THAT 

THE EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES THAT MT. EDGECUMBE HAS OFFERED TO THE 

STATE OF ALASKA FOR THE LAST 35 YEAR/. WILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE 

TO THE MANY INDIVIDUALS WHO MIGHT NOT OTHERWISE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO DEVF.LOPE TO THEIR FULL POTENTIAL. I ASK THAT YOU GIVE US YOUR 

FULL SUPPORT AND BACKING TO MAKE THIS POSSIBLE.
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March 19, 1982

The Honorable Michael F. Beirne 
Chairman
House Health, Education and 

Social Services Committee 
Room 106 -  Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Mr. Beirnet

Ret House Bill No. 834

House B i l l  No. 834, an Act estab lish ing  the housing assistance  payment 
progral, was Introduced in the House on February 16, 1982 and was 
referred to  the House Health, Education & Social Services and Finance 
Committees.

For the consideration of the House Health, Education fc Social Services 
Committee, I am enclosing copies of F isca l Notes prepared by Mr. P. A. 
Mall, Director, Public Services Division and for the Administrative 
Services Division and Mr. Robert W. E l l i o t t ,  Research Analyst, Reseach 
Section of the Department of Revenue concerning the proposed leg is la t io n

Sincerely,

R. D. Stevenson 
Special Assistant

enclosures

cc i The Honorable Albert P. Adams 
Chairman
House Finance Committee

Joseph I .  Donohue 
Deputy Oommisnioner 
Department of Revenue

P. A. Mall, Director 
Public Services Division 
Department of Revent »

Robert M. E l l i o t t ,  Research Analyst 
Research Section 
Department of Revenue


