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A l a s k a  j i t a t e  ^ C e ^ i s l a t a r e

H o u s e  of Representatives

Committee on Judiciary
Official Business

Pouch V State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

MEMORANDUM

TO: HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

FROM: ROCKY PLOTNICK

DATE: SEPTEMBER 13, 1979

SUBJECT: JUDGES

ju d g e s .
D u r in g  th e  in t e r im  I have done th re e  t h in g s  re g a rd in g

I  have w r i t t e n  a summary o f  th e  J u d i c i a l  C onfe rence  in
S i t k a  l a s t  June. A copy i s  e nc lo sed .

I  have co p ie d  a page from  a r e p o r t  t h a t  J u d i t h  P in e ro
w ro te  f o r  th e  House F inance  Committee on th e  C o u r t  System. I t
g iv e s  a breakdown o f  j u d i c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

I t a lk e d  t o  A r t  Snowden, A d m in is t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  the  
A laska  C ourt System. Ho says he w i l l  send a copy o f  th e  judges  
e v a lu a t io n  o f  th e  J u d i c i a l  C on fe rence . A ls o ,  th e re  w i l l  be a 
f o l lo w - u p  o f  c o n t in u in g  e d u c a t io n  f o r  ju d g e s  in  O c to b e r .  I p lan  
t o  chock i t  o u t .

I  need to  know what to  pursue  in  te rm s o f  ju d g e s .  What 
k in d  o f  in fo r m a t io n  do you want?



( A l a s k a  j i t a t e  J & e g t & l z A v c t e

House of Representatives
Committee on Judiciary Pouch v

State Capitol
Official Business Juneau, Alaska 99811

MEMORANDUM

TO: House J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t te e  Members

FROM: R o c h e l l e

LATE: A u gu s t  2 ,  1979

RE: A la s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o n fe r e n c e

On June 11, 1979 a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50 o f  A l a s k a ' s  j u d g e s  g a t h e r e d  

f o r  a c o n f e r e n c e .  The u n d e r l y i n g  theme o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  was 

" B i o s  i n  t h e  J u d i c i a l  S y s te m " .  S t a t i s t i c s  f ro m  a s t u d y  done 

by t h e  A la s k a  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  s u g g e s te d  t h e r e  was d i s c r i m i n ­

a t i o n  i n  s e n t e n c i n g  by some j u d g e s .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e

was t o  p r o v i d e  e t h n i c  s e n s i t i v i t y  t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  j u d g e s .  Fo r  

two  days  t h e  j u d g e s  l i s t e n e d  t o  v a r i o u s  s p e a k e r s .  Q u e s t i o n s  

w e re  asked a f t e r  each  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  Though some j u d g e s  were  

d e f e n s i v e ,  most  a t t e n d e d  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  hope o f  g a i n i n g  by 

t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e i e  was a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  l i s t e n  a^d  l e a r n .

The c o n f e r e n c e  was s p o n s o re d  by t h e  A la s k a  C o u r t  Sys tem ,  t h e  

A la s k a  Human R i g h t s  C om m iss ion  and th e  Communi ty  R e l a t i o n s  

S e r v i c e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  J u s t i c e .

The f i r s t  p a r t i c i p a n t  was Judge  C h a r le s  Z. S m i t h ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  

Law, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W a s h in g to n .  A b l a c k  man, Judge  S m i th  has 

n e r v e d  as a J u v e n i l e  C o u r t  Ju dge ,  j u d g e  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  Court,  

o f  S e a t t l e ,  and Judge o f  t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  o f  W a s h in g to n  f o r  

K in g  C o u n ty .  He began by r e c o u n t i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  r a c i s m  i n
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th e  U n i te d  S ta te s ,  s t r e s s in g  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a greaL d e a l o f  

d i s c r im in a t i o n  s t i l l  e x i s t s .  For example, 56% o f  th e  s ch o o ls  

i n  th e  South a re  in te g r a te d  w h i le  16% a re  in te g r a te d  in  th e  

N o r th .  He s a id  ra c is m  i s  a n a t io n w id e  p rob lem  and n o t  l i m i t e d  

to  one p a r t  o f  th e  c o u n t ry .  Sm ith  con tends  t h a t  we must adm it 

t o  o u rs e lv e s  o u r  p r e ju d ic e s .

D r .  L i n d b e r g h  S a ta  f o l l o w e d .  S a ta ,  o f  Japanese  d e s c e n t ,  i s  

Cha i rm an  o f  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P s y c h i a t r y  a t  S a i n t  L o u i s  U n i ' e r s i t y  

S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e .  He has h e l d  s e v e r a l  t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n s  as 

P r o f e s s o r  o f  P s y c h i a t r y  i n  W a s h in g to n  and M a r y la n d .  P r i o r  t o  

t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  S a ta  had t r a v e l e d  t h r o u g h o u t  A la s k a  c o n d u c t i n g  

i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  p e o p le .  W h i t e s  t o l d  h im o f  a p o s i t i v e  

way o f  l i f e  i n  A la s k a ,  b u t  when he i n t e r v i e w e d  A la s k a  N a t i v e s  

t h e i r  r e p o r t s  w e re  n o t  as f a v o r a b l e .  They s a i d  t h e  w h i t e  man 

had made l i f e  t e r r i b l y  c o m p l i c a t e d  f o r  them.  An A la s k a  N a t i v e  was 

q u o te d  as s a y i n g ,  "1 d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a r d  t h e  w h i t e  m a n 's  l a w " .  A 

N a t i v e  i n  B e t h e l  s a i d  w h i t e s  r e s i d e  t h e r e ,  b u t  do n o t  1 i v e  w i t h  

t h e  N a t i v e s  t h e r e . .  Sa ta  t a l k e d  a b o u t  w h i t e  m a n 's  la w s ,  f o r  t h e  

w h i t e  man, used on A la s k a  N a t i v e s .  He m e n t io n e d  two t y p e s  o f  

e con om ic  s y s te m s  i n  A la s k a :  m o n e ta r y  and s u b s i s t e n c e .  He s a i d

t h e  w h i t e  m a n 's  s y s te m  i s  m o n e ta r y  w h i l e  many A la s k a  N a t i v e s  

p r e f e r  s u b s i s t e n c e .  W h i te  m a n 's  la w s  r e f l e c t  h i s  m one ta i  

s y s te m ,  w h i l e  t h e  A la s k a  N a t i v e ' s  v a l u e s  a re  s o t  a s i d e .  *r 

e xa m p le ,  i f  an A la s k a n  N a t i v e  i s  " v o l u n t a r i l y  u n e m p lo y e d "  so 

t h a t  l ie can l e a d  a s u b s i s t e n c e  vay o f  l i f e ,  i t  might,  be a s t r i k e  

a g a i n s t  h im  in  t h e  c o u r t r o o m .  S a ta  s a i d  t h a t  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  I n  

t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s te m  were  d e s c r i b e d  as e i t h e r  " g o o d "  o r
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" l o u s y " .  "G ood"  m eant  a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  and i n t e r a c t  

w i t h  A la s k a  N a t i v e s .  H i s  f i n a l  p o i n t  was r e g a r d i n g  a t h e o r y  on 

a l c o h o l  among A la s k a  N a t i v e s .  A s ia n s ,  w h ic h  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  

b e l i e v e  A la s k a  N a t i v e s  a r e  d i s t a n t l y  r e l a t e d  t o ,  l a c k  an enzyme 

i n  t h e  b lo o d  t h a t  a i d s  i n  t h e  b reakdown o f  a l c o h o l .  W h i l e  a 

w h i t e  p e rs o n  has s i x  d r i n k s  and t h e  a l c o h o l  c o u n t  i n  t h e  b l o o d  

i s  150,  s i x  d r i n k s  f o r  S a ta ,  u s i n g  h i m s e l f  as an e xa m p le ,  w o u ld  

r e g i s t e r  2000.  S a ta  s u g g e s te d  t h i s  be s t u d i e d  more  c a r e f u l l y  

and t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  when a l c o h o l  r e a l t e d  p r o b le m s  a r e  a d d re s s e d .

The f i n a l  s p e a k e r  on t h e  f i r s t  day o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  was D r .

P a u l  T a k a g i ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  

B o r k e l y ,  w i t h  a s p e c i a l t y  i n  c r i m i n o l o g y .  A J a p a n e s e - A m e r ic a n ,  

T a k a g i  began h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  by sh ow in g  a v i d e o  t a p e  a b o u t  r a c i s m  

i n  A m er ican  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The b a s i c  message o f  t h e  t a p e  was t h a t  

r a c i s m  e x i s t s  i n  a l l  m a j o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  s c h o o l s ,  c o u r t s ,  p r i s o n s ,  

c h u r c h e s ,  u n i o n s ,  e m p lo y m e n t ,  h o u s in g  and l e n d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

Not  any one i n s t i t u t i o n  can be p i n p o i n t e d  as r a c i s t .  They a l l  

a f f e c t  each o t h e r .  ’ ’o r  e xa m p le ,  s c h o o l s  a f f e c t  t h e  k i n d  o f  

p e o p le  who a r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  c o l l e g e ,  who a r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  la w  

s c h o o l ,  who a r e  s u c c e s s f u l  b a r  members, who a r e  s u c c e s s f u l  j u d g e s ,  

e t c .  T a k a g i  t h e n  l u r n e d  t o  some n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c s  r e g a r d i n g  

c r i m e  and u ne m p loym e n t .  He f e l t  t h a t  as unemployment,  r i s e s ,  

im p r is o n m e n t  r i s e s  t o o .  I f  a p e r s o n  i s  e m p loyed  he o r  she  i s  

l o s s  l i k e ! y  t o  go t o  j a i l  t h a n  i f  n o t  w o r k i n g .  Because o f  t h e  

r a c i a l  d i s c  m o t i o n  i n  the? n a t i o n ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e  b l a c k s ,  

A la s k a  N a t i v e s ,  and o t h e r  m i n o r i t i e s  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  t o  be u nem p loyed .
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T h e r e f o r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  T ,,k a g . \ , Lhe ix - im pr isou rae i iL  r a t e  i n c r e a s e s .

Day two o f  th e  c o n fe re n ce  began w i t h  G i l b e r t  Pompa, D i r e c t o r  

o f  th e  Community R e la t io n s  S e rv ic e  o f  th e  U.S. Departm ent o f  

J u s t i c e .  He i s  an a t to r n e y  w i t h  e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  p r i v a t e  s e c to r  

and as a d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  in  Texas. Pompa p la ce d  blame on 

d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  as a whole  f o r  th e  im ba lances in  th e  c r im in a l  

j u s t i c e  f i e l d .  Pompa i s  a M e x ica n -A m e r ica n .

R o b e r t  Lamb, t h e  N o r t h w e s t  R e g io n a l  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Community  

R e l a t i o n s  S e r v i c e  f o l l o w e d  Pompa w i t h  two a d d i t i o n a l  p o i n t s .

He s a i d  t h a t  i n  w h i t e  n e ig h b o r h o o d s  t h e  p o l i c e  " p r o t e c t " ,  b u t  

i n  m i n o r i t y  n e ig h b o r h o o d s  t h e  p o l i c e  " p a t r o l " .  H i s  second  

p o i n t  was an o b s e r v a t i o n  he had made d u r i n g  t w e n ty  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  

as a p o l i c e m a n .  He has n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  a b l a c k  k l e p t o m a n i a c  

W h i l e  w h i t e  p e r s o n s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e f t  o r  s h o p l i f t i n g  a r c  some 

t im e s  r e l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  e xcu se  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  k l e p t o m a n i a c s ,  b l a c k s  

a r e  n o t .  These  two p o i n t s  backed  up L am b 's  s t a te m e n t  t h a t  b i a s  

e x i s t s  i n  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s te m .  Lamb i s  b l a c k .

The n e x t  i t e m  on t h e  agenda was a p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  on " A l a s k a ' s  

M i n o r i t i e s  -  P e r c e p t i o n s  o f  G r i e v a n c e s  and P r o b le m s " .

R o s i t a  W o r l ,  an A la s k a n  T l i n g i t ,  p o i n t e d  o u t  th e  c u l t u r a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  A la s k a .  W or l  i s  an A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  

A n t h r o p o l o g y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a .  She s a i d  c u l t u r a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  m us t  be r o c o g n i z e d  by t h e  A la s k a n  J u s t i c e  Sys tem .
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W o r l  used h e r s e l f  as an e x a m p le .  As she s p o i e ,  she  s t o o d  w i t h  

he hands on h e r  h i p s .  She d e s c r i b e d  T l i n g i t s  as g r e a t  o r a t o r s  

w i t h  a t e n d e n c y  t o  l e c t u r e .  Her  hands on h e r  h i p s  w e re  t h e r e  

t o  h o l d  a T l i n g i t  b l a n k e t .  I t  c o u l d  a p p e a r  a r r o g a n t  t o  a 

w h i t e  p e r s o n .  I n  T l i n g i t  c u l t u r e  i t  w o u ld  be a s i g n  o f  r e s p e c t .

The lm a  B u c h h o ld t  d e s c r i b e d  F i l i p i n o s  as p e o p le  who t a l k  v e r y  

f a s t  when e x c i t e d .  B o rn  i n  t h e  P h i l l i p i n e s ,  B u c h h o l d t  has become 

a U .S .  c t i z e n  and i s  c u r r e n t l y  a member o f  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e .  

Even now she so m e t im es  has a h a r d  t im e  t r a n s l a t i n g  E n g l i s h  i n t o  

F i l i p i n o  and s u g g e s te d  a p e r s o n  i n  t h e  c o u r t r o o m  i s  p r o b a b l y  

i n t i m i d a t e d  and h a v i n g  a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  When 

a p e rs o n  f a i l s  t o  r e s p o n d  i t  c o u l d  be beca use  o f  a l a c k  o f  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i s r e s p e c t ,  and t o o  e m b a r ra s s e d  t o  a d m i t  he 

does  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d .

Ron S c o l l o n ,  an A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  L i n g u i s t i c s  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  d i s c u s s e d  e t h n i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  

m e c h a n ic s  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  He s a i d  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  g ro u p s  

have d i f f e r e n t  s p e a k in g  and p a u s in g  p a c e s .  Some u se  s i l e n c e  t o  

show r e s p e c t .  S c o l l o n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  w h i l e  an A l a s k a  N a t i v o  

m i g h t  t h i n k  u n f a v o r a b l e  o f  a w h i t e  p e rs o n  who t a l k s  f a s t  und 

l e a v e s  l i t t l e  t im e  f o r  p a u se s ,  t h a t  w h i t e  p e r s o n  m i g h t  be 

t h i n k i n g  t h e  A la s k a  N a t i v o  i s  dumb because  he does  n o t  re s p o n d  

q u i c k l y  o r  i s  s i l e n t .  S c o l l o n  i s  w h i t e .

R o b e r t  Kemp, A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r  w i t h  t h e  A la s k a  S t a t e  Com miss ion  

f o r  Human R i g h t s ,  s a i d  he was e x a m in in g  p r o - s e n t e n c i n g  r e p o r t s
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t o  d e te rm in e :  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  t h e y  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  r a c i a l  d i e  

p a r i t i e s  t h a t  showed up i n  t h 3  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l ' s  s e n t e n c i n g  

s t u d y .  Kemp i s  b l a c k .

Jane  Y a m a s h i r o ,  a r e s e a r c h e r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a  and 

J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n , s u g g e s te d  t h a t  t h e  j u d g e s  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  

d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  g ro u p s  i n  t h e i r  own e n v i r o n m e n t s . She s a i d  

t h a t  a t  a P . T . A .  m e e t in g  she d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  p a r e n t s  o f  J a p a n e s e -  

A m e r ica n  c h i l d r e n  w an ted  t h e  same f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  as any 

o t h e r  p a r e n t s ;  a good e d u c a t i o n .

The second  p a n e l  was f o c u s e d  on " I n d i c a t o r s  o f  B ia s  i n  t h e  

C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  S y s te m " .

B i l l  N i x .  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l i c  

S a f e t y ,  s a i d  t h a t  he o u l d  make e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  see t h a t  h i s  

d e p a r tm e n t  h a n d le d  a l l  m a t t e r s  i n  a f a i r  and j u s t  manner .  I f  

t h e r e  was any b i a s  i n  h i s  d e p a r tm e n t  he w an ted  t o  c o r r e c t  i t .

N i x  i s  w h i t e .

B i l l  G r t e n , S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  R id g e v ie w  C o r r e c t i o n a l  C e n te r  

f o r  Women, t o l d  t h e  Judges  t h a t  o u t  o f  16 f e l o n  c o n v i c t i o n s  

a t  R id g e v ie w ,  a l l  were  e i t h e r  o f  a m i n o r i t y  g ro u p  o r  c l o s e l y  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  one  (a  w h i t e  woman l i v i n g  w i t h  a b l a c k  man, f o r  

e x a m p le ) .  He s a i d  t h e  a v e r a g e  c o r r e c t i o n a l  o f f i c e r  i s  n o t  a 

member o f  a m i n o r i t y  g ro u p  and t h e  c o r r e c t i o n a l  s y s te m  i s  g e a re d  

f o r  t h e  m i d d l e d  a ss  Green s a i d  we a l l  have some b i a s e s ,  b u t  

t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i s  t o  a d m i t  them t o  o u r s e l v e s  and l e a r n  to
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overcome them. Green i s  b la c k .

Kim M o e l le r ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  N o r th  S lope Borough Departm ent o f  

P u b l ic  S a fe ty ,  s a id  he had been in v o lv e d  in  a case where an 

Eskimo man was accused o f  a s e r io u s  c r im e  by an A la s ka  S ta te  

T ro o p e r .  Because th e  Eskimo was in t im id a te d  by th e  t r o o p e r  he 

s a id  he had commited th e  c r im e .  M o e l le r  d id  some in v e s t ig a t io n  

and conc luded  th e re  was no p o s s ib le  way th e  Eskimo c o u ld  have 

been g u i l t y .  He c o n ta c te d  F a irb a n k s ,  where th e  Eskimo was in  

j a i l ,  and cha rges  were d ropped . M o e l le r  i s  w h i te .

Nora G u inn , th e  f i r s t  A la s ka  N a t iv e  to  s e rve  as a ju d g e ,  backed 

up Kim M o e l le r  by e x p la in in g  th a t  when Eskimos say "y e s "  they 

mean "n o " .

The f i n a l  p a r t i c i p a n t  on th e  pane l was Chuck R ob inson, a fo rm er 

p ro s e c u to r  and p u b l i c  d e fe n d e r ,  c u r r e n t l y  a p r i v a t e  a t to rn e y  

from  the  Kenai P e n in s u la .  He re p o r te d  a case where a b la c k  

man was g iv e n  a h a rs h e r  sen tence  f o r  a s m a l le r  amount o f  drugs 

than  a w h i te  man w i th  a l a r g e r  amount. He was s u re  s im i l a r  

cases e x i s t .  R ob inson, a bLack, a ls o  f e l t  some ju d g e s  d i s ­

c r im in a te  in  t h e i r  s e n te n c in g  more than o th e r s .



SUPREME COURT— 5 j u s t i c e s

— F i n a l  A p p e l l a t e  J u r i s d i c t i o n  
— C i v i l  A p p e a l s  & C r o s s  A p p e a l s  
— C r i m i n a l  A p p e a l s  & J u v e n i l e  A p p e a ls  
— P e t i t i o n s  f o r  R e v i e w / O r i g i n a l  A p p l i c a t i o n s

TR IAL  COURTS— 63 c o u r t  l o c a t i o n s  s t a t e w i d e

SUPERIOR COURT— 20 j u d g e s

— T r i a l  C o u r t  o f  G e ne ra l J u r i s d i c t i o n  
— O r ig i n a l  J u r i s d i c t i o n  in  a l l  

C i v i l  and C r im in a l  M a t te r s  
- - A p p e a ls  f ro m  F in a l  Judgments o f  

th e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  
— E x c lu s iv e  J u r i s d i c t i o n :  D om es tic  

R e la t io n s ,  C h i l d r e n 's  P ro c e e d in g s ,  
P ro b a te ,  G u a rd ia n s h ip  and C i v i l  
Commitments

DISTRICT C0URT- - 1 7  ju d g e s  & 54 m a g is t r a te s

— S ta te  M isdem eanor V i o l a t i o n s  
& L o c a l  O rd in a n c e  V i o l a t i o n s  

— R ecovery  o f  Money o r  Damages o f  
P r o p e r ty  n o t  e xc e e d in g  $ 1 0 .0  

— M o to r  V e h ic le  T o r t  Cases n o t  
e x c e e d in g  $ 1 5 .0

*The Supreme C o u r t  has a d m in i s t r a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w h ich  
in c lu d e  th e  management o f  th e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  j u d i c i a l  sys te m , 
th e  p ro m u lg a t io n  o f  r u le s  g o v e rn in g  p r a c t i c e  and p ro c e d u re  in  
c i v i l  and c r im in a l  cases  in  a l l  c o u r t s ,  th e  p ro m u lg a t io n  o f  
a d m in i s t r a t i v e  r u le s  ana th e  s u p e r v is io n  o f  a d m is s io n s  and 
d i s c i p l i n a r y  m a t te r s  o f  th e  A la s ka  B a r .
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We toe people o f Alaska, grateful to God and lo 

those w,.o founded our nation and pioneered this 

great land, in order to secure and transmit to suc­

ceeding generations our heritage o f political, civil, 

and religious liberty within the Union o f States, do 

ordain and establish this constitution for the State 

o f Alaska.

PRE VMBLE
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Inherent
Rights

Source of 
Government

Civil Rights

F 'edom of 
ueligion

Freedom of 
Speech

ARTICLE I 
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

SECTION 1. This constitution is dedicated to 
the principles that all persons have a natural right 
to life, liberty, the pursuit o f happiness, and the 
enjoyment o f the rewards of their own industry; 
that all persons are equal and entitled to equal 
rights, opportunities, and protection under the law; 
and that all persons have corresponding obligations 
to the people and to the State.

SECTION 2. All political power is inherent in 
the people. All government originates with the peo­
ple, is founded upon their will only, and is institu t­
ed solely for the good of the people as a whok

SECTION 3. No person is to be denied the en ­
joyment of any civil or political right because of 
race, color, creed, sex, or national origin. The legis­
lature shall implement this section.

(Hu* amendment to thift section was approved by the voter* 
ol the state August 22. 1!»72 and became effective October 11. 
107If It added the word "» rx ”  to this section.I

SECTION I. No law shall be made respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.

SECTION 5. Every person may freely >oak, 
write, and publish on all subjects, being responsible 
for the abuse o f that right.



Assembly;
Petition

Due Process

Grand Jury

Jeopardy 
and Self- 
Incrim. nation

Treason

Rights o f 
Accused

SECTION 6. The right o f the people peaceably
Lu assemble, onu to petition the gOVriiiiiiciit shall
never be abridged.

SECTION 7. No person shall be deprived of life, 
liberty, or property, w ithout due process of law. 
The right of all persons to fair and just treatment 
in the course of the legislative and executive inves­
tigations shall no t be infringed.

SECTION 8. No person shall be held to answer 
for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless 
on a presentment or indictment c ' a  grand jury, 
except in cases arising in the armed forces in time 
o f war or public danger. Indictment may be waived 
by the accused. In that case the prosecution shall 
be by information. The grand jury shall consist of 
a t least twelve citizens, a majority of whom con­
curring may return an indictment. The power of 
grand juries to investigate and make recommenda­
tions concerning the public welfare or safety shall 
never be suspended.

SECTION 9. No person shall be put in jeopardv 
twice for the same offense. No person shall «* 
compelled in any criminal proceeding to be a w it­
ness against himself.

SECTION 10, Treason against the State consists 
»n!y in levying war against it, or in adhering to its 

e.vmies, giving them aid and comfort. No nerson 
shall be convicted of treason, unless on the testi­
mony o f two witnesses to the same overt act, or on 
confession in open court.

SECTION 11. In all criminal prosecutions, the 
uccused shall have the right to a speedy and public 
trial, by an impartial jury of twelve; except that 
the legislature may provide for a jury of not more 
than twelve nor less than six in courts no t o f rec­
ord. The accused is entitled to be informed o f the 
nature and cause of the accusation; to be released

it



Excessive
Punishment

Habeas Corpus

Searches and 
Seizures

Prohibited 
State Action

Civil Suits; 
Trial by Jut y

on bail, except for capital offenses when the proof 
i« evident or the presumption great; to he confront­
ed with the witnesses against him; to have compu’- 
sory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, 
and to have the assistance of counsel for his 
defense.

SECTION 12. Excessive bail shall not be requir­
ed, nor excessive fines imposed nor cruel and un­
usual punishments inflicted. Penal administration 
shall be based on the principle of reformation and 
upon the need for protecting the public.

SECTION 13. The privilege of the writ o f habeas 
corpus 'hall no t be suspended, unless when in cases 
o f rebellion or efual or imminent invasion, the 
public safety requires it.

SECTION 14. The right of the people to be se­
cure in their persons, houses and other property, 
papers, and effects, agains1 unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be /iolated. No warrants 
shall issue, but upon probable cause supported by 
oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the 
place to be searched, and the persons or things to 
be seized.

SECTION 15. No bill of attainder or ex post 
facto law shall be passed. No law imp airing the 
obligation of contracts, and no law making ar.y 
irrevocable grant of special privileges or immunities 
sh ill be passed. No conviction shall work corrup­
tion of blood or forfeiture o f estate.

SECTION 16. In civil cases where the amount in 
controversy exceeds two hundred fifty dollars, the 
right of trial by a jury of twelve is preserved to the 
same extent a« it existed at common Ir ,v. The legis­
lature may make provision for a verdict by no t less 
than three-fourths of the jury and, in courts no t of 
record, may pjovide for a jury of not less than six 
or more than twelve.
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Imprisonment
for Debt

Eminent
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Right to 
Bear ,.rms

Quartering
Soldiers

Construction

Right of 
Privacy

Legislative
Power;
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Members;
Qualifications

SECTION 17. There shall be no imprisonment 
for debt. This section does no t prohibit civil attest, 
of absconding uebtors.

SECTION 18. Private property shall not be 
taken or damaged for public use w ithout just com­
pensation.

SECTION 19. A well regulated militia being 
necessary to the security of a free state, the riglu 
of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be 
infringed.

SECTION 20. No member of ine armed forces 
shall in time of peace be quartered in any house 
w ithout the consent of the owner or occupant, or 
in time of war except as prescribed by law. The 
military shall be in strict subordination to the civil

SECTION 21. The enumeration of rights in this 
constitution shall not impair or deny others retain­
ed by the people.

SECTION 22. right of the people to privacy 
is recognized end shah 'o t be infringed. The legisla­
ture shall implement th s .section.

(T h r addition of (h it wc Ion, * 1  an amendment to Article 
I, wal approved by the voten of tl.» i la tr  Aufuat 22. 1972 and 
became effective October 14. lt>72.)

ARTICLE II 

THE LEGISLATURE
SECTION 1. The legislative power of the State is 

vested in a legislature consisting of a senate with a 
membership of twenty and a house o f representa­
tives with a membership o f fo'-ty.

SECTION 2. A member of the legislature shull 
Ins u qualified voter who has been a resident of 
Alaska for at least thrr.r years and of the district

8



Election
and Terms

Vacancies

Disqualifications

Immunities

from which elected for at least one year, immedi­
ately preceding his filing for office. A senator shall 
be at least twenty-five years o f age and a represent­
ative at least twenty-one years o f age.

SECTION 3. Legislators shall be elected at gen­
eral elections. Their terms begin on the fourth 
Monday o f the January following election unless 
otherwise provided by law. The term o f represen­
tatives shall be two years, and the term of senators, 
four years. One-half of the senators : iiall be elected 
every two years.

(Kxtrc ltln * il« uuthontv undrr this w rtln . ih«- l<n«l.nur< ho  
provided ih.it lrm>» hrsiti on the M-ronil MoikUv in Junuwrv. e\ 
erpt in vran  m ininiiiiti-lv follow ms a subcrtiiihirUI election when 
they brsm on ll ir  iI iik I Mondav in January w r AS 'J40&.0H0.)

SECTION 4. A vacancy in the legislature shall be 
filled for the unexpired term as provided by law. If 
no provision is made, the governor shall fill the 
vac ancy by appointment.

SECTION 5. No legislator may bold any other 
office or position o f profit under the United States 
or the State. During the term for which elected and 
for one year thereafter, no legislator may he nomi­
nated, elected, or appointed to any other office or 
position o f profit which has been created, or the 
salary or emoluments of which have been in­
creased. while he was a member. This section shall 
not prevent any person from seeking or holding the 
office of governor, secretary of state, or member of 
Congress, This section shall not apply to employ­
ment by or election to a constitutional convention.

<T lir >ti(h l.rgi%Uturr‘s Srtuti* Joint Resolution N» J "chang­
ing the tMmr »»l (Itr u< irla fv of stair In llru lrhtsiil jo v rrt lo t"  in 
s i x t e e n  sections of t h e  AUtks Constitution. sppruvH t>\ Ih r vo trr i 
August 2!i. MOO. in idvrrlsn llv  om ittn l rsptrss A lttrllilm m t of tills 
section.)

SECTION d. legislators may not be held to an ­
swer before uny other tribunal for any statement 
made in the exercise of their legislative duties while 
the legislature is in session. Members attending, go­



Salary and 
Expenses

Regular
Sessions

Special
Sessions

Adjournment

Interim
Committees

ing to. o r returning from legislative sessions are not 
subject to civil process and are privileged from a r­
rest except for felony or breach of the peace.

SECTION 7. Legislators shall receive annual sal­
aries. They may receive a per diem allowance for 
expenses while in session and are entitled to  travel 
expenses going to and from sessions. Presiding o f­
ficers may receive additional compensation.

SECTION 8. The legislature shell convene each 
year on the fourth Monday in January, but the 
month and day may be changed by law.

(Kfcvrcl* >tk It* authority under llm  ftritlon. Ill*  legunlure haa 
provided that it fthall convene on the wcond Monday in January, 
except m year* immediately following 4  gubernatorial election when 
it vhall convene on the third Monday in January; * rr AS 24.0f> 0!H) )

SECTION 9. Special sessions may be called by 
the governor or by volt? of two-thirds of the 
legislators. The vote may be conducted by the 
legislative council or as prescribed by luw. At 
special sessions called by the governor, legislation 
shall be limited to subjects designated in his proc­
lamation calling the session, to subjects presented 
by him, and the reconsideration o f hills vetoed 
by him after adjournment of the last regular 
session. Special sessions are limited to thirty 
duys.

(The rimt-ndiib . • ul tlii» ftrctlor* vs a* approved hv the voter* u l 
the %i.ite Nov am her *2. I1»7ti and bet am* effective December 'i.'t. 
197b Thi» amendment deleted "o r"  preceding " to  •u b )« rli" tn  the 
third ftentmre and ai'ded "and the reconsideration of blllft vetoed 
bv him alter adjournment of the laftt regular tea lion . " I

SECTION 10 Neither house may adjourn or 
recess for longer than three days unless the other 
concurs. If the two Houses cannot agree on the 
time of adjournment a rd  either house certifies the 
disagreement to  the gov» rnor, he may adjourn the 
legislature.

SECTION 11. There shall be a legislative coun­
cil, and the legislature may establish other interim 
committees. The council and other interim com­
mittees may meet between legislative sessions.

10
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Form of 
Bills

Passage o f 
Bills

Veto

They may perform duties and employ personnel as 
provided by the legislature. Their members may 
receive an allowance for expenses while performing 
their duties.

SECTION 12. The houses o f each legislature 
shall adopt uniform rules o f procedure. Each house 
may choose its officers and employees. Each is the 
judge of the election and qualifications o f its mem­
bers and may expel a member with the concur­
rence of two-thirds of its members. Each shall keep 
a journal o f its proceedings. A majority o f the 
membership of each house constitutes a quorum to 
do business, but a smaller number may adjourn 
from day to day and may compel attendance of 
absent members. The legislature shall regulate 
lobbying.

SECTION 13. Every bill shall be confined to  one 
subject unless it is an appropriation bill o r one cod­
ifying, revising, or rearranging existing laws. Bills 
for appropriations shall be confined to appropria­
tions. The subject of each bill shall be expressed in 
the title. The enacting clause shall be: “Be it enact­
ed by the Legislature of the State o f Alaska."

SECTION 14. The legislature shall establish the 
procedure for enactment o f bills into luw. No bill 
may become law unless it has passed three readings 
in each house on three separate days, except that 
any bill nn.' be advanced from second to third 
reading on the same day by concurrence of three- 
fourths of the house considering it, No bill may 
become law without an affirmative vote o f a major­
ity o f the membership of each house. The yeas and 
nays on final passage shall be entered in the jour- 
nul.

SECTION 15. The governor may veto bills pass­
ed by the legislature. He muy, by veto, strike or 
reduce items in appropriation bills. He shall return

II



Action Upon 
Veto

Bills Not 
Signed

Effective
Date

any vetoed bill, with a statement of his objections, 
to the house of origin.

SECTION 16. Upon receipt o f a veto message 
during a regular session of the legislature, the 
legislature shall meet immediately in jo in t session 
and reconsider passage o f the vetoed bill or item. 
Bills to raise revenue and appropriation bills or 
items, although vetoed, become law by affirmative 
vote of three-fourths o f the membership o f the 
legislature. Other vetoed bills become law by 
affirmative vote o f two-thirds o f the membership 
of the legislature. Bills vetoed after adjournment of 
the first regular session of the legislature shall be 
reconsidered by the legislature sitting as one body 
no later than the fifth day of the next regular or 
special session o f that legislature. Bills vetoed 
after adjournment of the second regular session 
shall be reconsidered by the legislature sitting 
as one body no later than the fifth day of a special 
session of that legislature, if one is called. The vote 
on reconsideration of a vetoed bill shall be entered 
on the journals o f both houses.

(Thr ainriidm rnl u f th!» irc iln r. w ii approved by Ihr voter* ol 
the »latc November 2. I97H and brrann '•"■tlve Occrmbrr 23. 
l!»7« ThU amendment tnrerted "during: a -» lar rewlon of thi 
legislature" In the first wnlenee an:l added the preaettt fourth and 
filth  sentence* i

SECTION 17. A bill becomes law if. while the 
legislature is in session, the governor neither signs 
nor vetoes it within fifteen days, Sundays except­
ed, after its delivery to him. If the legislature is not 
in session and the governor neither signs nor vetoes 
a hill within twenty days. Sundays excepted, after 
its delivery to him, the hill becomes law.

SECTION 18. I,aws passed by the legislature be­
come effective ninety days after enactment. The 
legislature may, by concurrence of two-thirds of 
the membership o f each house, provide for another 
effective date.

12



Local or 
Special Acts

Impeachment

Suits Against 
the State

SECTION 19. The legislature shall pass no local 
or special act if a general act can be made applica­
ble. Whether a general act can be made applicable 
shall be subject to judicial determination. Local 
acts necessitating appropriations by a political sub- 
di' ision may no t become effective unless approved 
by a majority o f the qualified voters voting thereon 
in the subdivision affected.

SECTION 20. All civil officers of tire State are 
subject to impeachment by the legislature. Im­
peachment shall originate in the senate and must 
be approved by a two-thirds vote of its members. 
The motion for impeachment shall list fully the 
basis for the proceeding. Trial on impeachment 
shall be conducted by the house of representatives. 
A supreme court jurtice designated by the court 
shall preside a t the trial. Concurrence of two-thirds 
o f the members of the house is required for a judg­
ment o f impeachment. The judgment may not ex­
tend beyond removal from office, but shall not 
prevent proceedings in the courts on the same or 
related charges.

SECTION 21. The legislature shall establish pro­
cedures for suits against the State.

Executive
Power
(inventor:
Qualifications

ARTICLE ill 
THE EXECUTIVE

SECTION 1. The executive power of the State is 
vested in the govern ir.

SECTION 2. The governor shall he at least thirty 
years o f age and a qualified voter o f the State, He 
shall have been a resident o f Alaska at least seven 
years immediately preceding his filing for office, 
and he shall have been a citizen o f the United 
States for at least seven years.

It



E lection

Term o f 
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Limit on 
Tenure

Dual Office 
Holding

Lieutenant
Governor:
Duties

Election

Acting Governor

SECTION 3. The governor shall be chosen by 
the quaiified voters of the State at a general elec­
tion. The candidate receiving *he greatest number 
of votes shall be governor.

SECTION 4. The term of office of the governor 
is four years, beginning at noon on the First Mon­
day in December following his election and ending 
at noon on the first Monday in December four 
years later.

SECTION 5. No person who has been elected 
governor for two full successive terms shall be 
again eligible to held tha t office until one full term 
has intervened.

SECTION 6. The governor shall no t hold any 
other office or position o f profit under the United 
States, the State, or its political subdivisions.

SECTION 7. There shall be a lieutenant gover- 
n< r. He shall have the same qualifications as the 
governor and sewe for the  same term. He shall per­
form such duties as may be prescribed by law and 
as may be delegated to  him by the governor.

(The amendment to thu MTtlun was approved b\ the voters 
of th«* state August 2 5. 1970 and became f ile  tivr October 10. 
1970. The words "secretary <»1 state" were changed to "lieutenant
governor” .)

SECTION H. The lieutenant governor shall Ire 
nominated in the manner provided by law for 
nominating candidates for other elective offices. In 
the general election the votes cast for a candidate 
for governor shall be considered as cast also for the 
candidate for lieutenant governor running jointly 
with him. The candidate whose name appears on 
the ballot jointly with that of the successful candi­
date for governor shall be elected lieutenant gover­
nor.

(The amendment In tills section was approved by the voters 
of the stale August 25, 1970 and brrame effective October 10. 
1970. The words "secretary of state" were changed to "lieutenant 
governor".)

SECTION 9. In case o f the temporary absence

M
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Failure to 
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Further
Succession

of th i  governor from office, the lieutenant gover­
nor shall serve as acting governor.

(The amendment to this section was approved by the voters 
of the state August 25. 1970 and became ffective October 10, 
1970. The words "secretary o f state" were changed to "lieutenant 
governor".)

SECTION 10. If the governor-elect die:-, resigns, 
or is disqualified, the lieutenant governor elected 
with him shall succeed to the office of governor for 
the full term. If the go:«rnor-elect fails to assume 
office for any other reason, the lieutenai.., governor 
elected with him shall serve as acting governor, and 
shall succeed to the office if the governor-elect 
does not assume hi* office within six months o f the 
beginning o f the term.

(Th f amendment to this section was approved by the voters 
>f the state Auitust 25. 1970 and became effective October 10, 
1970. The words “ secretary of state" were changed to "lieutenant 
governor".)

SECTION 11. In case o f a vacancy in the office 
of governor for any reason, the lieutenant governor 
shall succeed to the office for the remainder of the 
term.

(Thr .iiTH'iulnicnt to tins ve lum  ua« approved by the voters 
ul the >Ut August 25, 1970 and became effective October 10, 
1970. The words "secretary o f  s 'ate" were changed to "lieutenant 
governor".)

SECTION 12. Whenever, for a period of six 
months, a governor has been continuously absent 
from office or has been unable to discharge the 
duties of ,iis office by reason of mental o r physical 
disability, the office shall be deemed vacant. The 
procedure for determining absence and disability 
shall be prescribed by law.

SECTION 13. Provisions shall be made by law 
for succession to the office of governor and for an 
acting governor in the event that the lieutenant, 
{ovemor r  unable to  succeed to the office or act as 
,'ovemor. No election of a lieutenant governor shall 
t>e held except at the  time of electing a governor.

(Thr amendment to this Section was approved by the vote * 
of thr stale August 25. 1971) mid brcamr effective October 10, 
1970. The word* “ secretary of state" wrre changed to “ lieutenant 
governor".)
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SECTION 14. When the lieutenant governor suc­
ceeds to the office o f governor, he shall have the 
title, powers, duties and emoluments o f tha t office.

(The amendment to this lection was approved by the voters 
of the state August 25, 1970 and became effective October 10, 
1970. The words "secretary of state" were changed to “ lieutenant 
governor” .)

SECTION 15. The compensation of the gover­
nor and the lieutenant governor shall be prescribed 
by law and shall not tie diminished during their 
term o f office, unless by general law applying to all 
salaried officers of the State.

(The amendment to this section was approved by the voters 
o( the atatc Augosl 25. 1970 and became effective October 10. 
1970. The words “ secretary of slate”  were changed to “ lieutenant
go  n o r " .)

SECTION 16. The governor shall be responsible 
for the faithful execution o f the laws. He may, by 
appropriate court action or proceeding brought in 
the name of the State, enforce compliance with 
any constitutional or legislative mandate, or re­
strain violation of any constitutional or legislative 
power, duty, or right by any officer, department, 
or agency of the State or any of its political sub­
divisions. This authority shall not be construed to 
authorize any action or proceeding against the 
legislature.

SECTION 17. Whenever the governor onsiders 
it in the public interest, he may convene the legis­
lature, either house, or the two houses in jo in t ses­
sion.

SECTION 18. The governor shall, at the begin­
ning of each session, and may at other times, give 
the legislature information concerning the affairs 
o f the State and recommend the measures he con­
siders necessary.

SECTION 19. The governor is commander-in- 
chief of the armed forces of the State, lie may call 
ou t these forces to execute the laws, suppress or 
prevent insurrection or lawless violence, or repel
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invasion. The governor, as provided by law, shall 
appoint all general and flag officers of the armed 
forces of the State, subject to confirmation by a 
majority o f the members of the legislature in joint 
session. Me shall appoint and commission all other 
officers.

SECTION 20. The governor may proclaim mar­
tial law when the public safety requires it in case of 
rebellion or actual or imnv ent invasion. Martial 
law shall not continue f< • longer than twenty days 
without the approval of a majority of the members 
of the legislature in joint session.

SECTION 21. Subject to procedure prescribed 
by law, the governor may grant pardons, commuta­
tions, and reprieves, and may suspend and remit 
fines and forfeitures. This power shall not extend 
to impeachment. A parole system shall be provided 
by law.

SECTION 22. All executive and administrative 
offices, departments, and agencies o f the state gov­
ernment and their respective functions, powers and 
duties shall be allocated by law among and within 
not more than twenty principal departments, so as 
to group them as far as practicable according to 
major purposes. Regulatory, quasi-judicial, and 
temporary agencies may be established by law and 
need not be allocated within a principal depart­
ment.

SECTION 23. The governor may make changes 
in the organization of the executive branch •" in 
the assignment of functions among its units which 
he considers necessary for efficient administration. 
Where these changes require the force o f law, they 
shall be set forth in executive orders. The legisla­
ture shall have sixty days of a regular session, or a 
full session if of shorter duration, to  disapprove 
these executive orders. Unless disapproved by reso­
lution concurred in by a majority of the members
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in jo in t session, these orders become effective a t a 
date thereafter to be designated by the governor.

SECTION 24. Each principal department shall 
be under the supervision of the governor.

SECTION 25. The head o f each principal depart­
ment shall be a single executive unless otherwise 
provided by law. He shall be appointed by the gov­
ernor. subject to confirmation by a majority o f the 
members o f the legislature in join t session, and 
shall serve at the pleasure o f the governor, except 
as otherwise provided in this article with respect to 
the lieutenant governor. The heads of all principal 
departments shall be citizens of the United States.

(Thr amendment to th ii lection was approved by thr vot« 1  
of the state August 25. 1970 and became effective Oclobrr 10. 
1970. The words ‘ 'secretary of stale" were changed to "lieutenant
governor**.)

SECTION 26. When a board or commission is at 
the head of a principal department or a regulatory 
or quasi-judicial agency, its members shall be ap­
pointed by the governor, subject to confirmation 
by a majority of the members of the legislature in 
joint session, and may be removed as provided by 
law. They shall be citizens of the United States. 
The board o r commission may appoint a principu1 
executive officer when authorized by law. but the 
appointment shall be subject to the approval o f the 
governor.

SECTION 27. The governor may make appoint­
ments to fill vacancies occurring during u recess of 
t'\e legislature, in offices requiring confirmation by 
the legislature. The duration of such appointments 
shall be prescribed by law.

ARTICLE IV 
THE JUDICIARY

SECTION 1. The judicial power o f the Stute is 
vested in a supreme court, a superior court and the 
courts established by the legislature. The jurisdic­
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tion of courts shall be prescribed by law. The 
court, shall constitute a unified judicial system for 
operation and administration. Judicial districts 
shall be established by law.

SECTION 2. (a) The supreme court shall be the 
highest court of the State, with final appellate ju ­
risdiction. It shall consist o f three justices, one of 
whom is chief justice. The number of justices may 
be increased by law upon the request of the su­
preme court.

(b) The chief justice shall be selected from a- 
mong the justices o f the supreme court by a major­
ity vote o f the justices. His term of office as 
chief justice is three years. A justice may serve 
more than one term as chief justice but he may not 
serve consecutive terms in that office.

(Thr tint*ndnu*nt t«» tin* itc tio n  wan approv'd bv the voters of 
l i t '  Stull’ A u g u s t  2f», 11*70 and bri'Aittr rffec tlv r O rtob rr 10, 1970. 
Subsecth n (Is> was added.)

SECTION 3. The superior court diall be the trial 
court of general jurisdiction and shall consist of 
five judges. The number o f judges iray be changed 
by law.

SECTION I. Supreme court justices and superior 
court judges shall be citizens o f the United States 
and o f the State, licensed to practice law in the 
State, and possessing any additional qualifications 
prescribed by law. Judge.; o f other courts shall be 
selected in a manner, for terms, and with qualifica­
tions prescribed by law.

SECTION f>. The governor shall fill any vacancy 
m an office of supreme court justice o r superior 
court judge by appointing one o f two or more per­
sons nominated by the judicial council.

SECTION tv Each supreme court justice and 
superior court judge shall, in the manner provided 
by law, be subject to approval or rejection on a 
nonpartisan ballot at tin* first general election held
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more than three years after his appointment. 
Thereafter, each supreme court justice shall be sub­
ject to  approval or rejection in a like manner ev<»ry 
tenth year, and each superior court judge, every 
sixth year.

SECTION 7. The office of any supreme court 
justice or superior court judge becomes vacant 
ninety days after the election at which he is reject­
ed by a majority of those voting o r :.he question, 
or for which he fails to file his declaration of can­
didacy to succeed himself.

SECTION 8. The judicial council shall consist o f 
seven members. Three attorney members shall be 
appointed for six-year terms by the governing body 
of the organized state bar. Three non-attorney 
numbers shall be appointed for six-year terms by 
the governor subject to confirmation by a majority 
of the members of the legislature in jo in t sessioi.. 
Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term in 
like manner. Appointments shall be made with due 
consideration to area representation and w ithout 
regard to political affiliation. The chief justice o f 
the supreme court shall be ex officio the seventh 
member und chairman of the judicial council. No 
member of the judicial council, except the chief 
justice, may hold any other office or position of 
profit under the United States or the State. The 
w alicial council shall act by concurrence o f four or 
moie members and according to  rules which it 
adopts.

SECTION 9. The judiciul council shall conduct 
studies for improvement of the administration of 
justice, and make reports und recommendations to 
the supreme court and to the legislature ut intervals 
of not more than two years. The judicial council 
shall perform other duties assigned by law.

SECTION 10. The commission on judicial quali­
fications shull consist of nine members, as follows: 
one justice of the supreme court, elected by the
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justices o f the supreme court; three judges of the 
superior court, elected by the judges of the supe­
rior court; one judge o f the district court, elected 
by the judges o f the district court; two members 
who have practiced law in this state for ten years, 
appointed by the governing body of the organized 
bar; and two persons who are not judges, retired 
judges, or members o f the state bar, appointed by 
the governor and subject to confirm |tion by a 
majority of the members of the legislature in joint 
sess ^n. In addition to  being subject to impeach­
ment under Section 12 of this article, a justice or 
judge may be disqualified from acting as such and 
may be suspended, removed from office, retired, or 
censured by the supreme court upon the recom­
mendation of the commission. The powers and 
duties of the commission and the bases for judicial 
disqualification shall be established by law.

(The innrmbncnt to thIB trc llnn  wa* approved bv thr voters ul 
l l ir  tt. tr Aur.jsl 77, I'MiM slid became effective October I I ,  l!MiH 
The former Sect‘an 10, Article IV, pertaining to Incapacitv of 
.Indites, was repealed.)

SKCTION 11. Justices and judges shall be retired 
at the age of seventy except as provided in this 
article. Thi basis and amount of retirement pay 
shall he prescribed by law. Retired judges shall 
render no further service on the bench except for 
special assignments as provided by court rule.

SKCTION 12. Imp' jchm ent of any justice or 
judge lor malleusar ..<• or misfeasance in the per- 
fo'ie.unce of his oflicial duties shall be according 
k > procedure prescribed for civil offic ers.

SKCTION 13. Justices, judges, and members of 
the judicial council and the commission on judicial 
qualifications shall receive compensation as pre­
scribed by law. Compensation of justices and 
judges shall not he diminished during their terms of 
office, unless by general luw applying to ull salaried
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officers of the State.
(The amendment to this section was approved by the voters of 

the state August 27. 1968 and became effective October 11, 1968. 
The words "and the commission on iudlcial qualifications" were 
incorporated in this section.)

SECTION 14. Supreme court justices and supe­
rior court judges while holding office may not 
practice law, hold office in a political party, or 
hold any other office or position of profit under 
the United States, and the State, or its political 
subdivisions. Any supreme court justice o r superior 
court judge filing for another elective public office 
forfeits his judicial position.

SECTION 15. The supreme court shall make and 
promulgate rules governing the administration c f 
all courts. It shall make and promulgate rules gov­
erning practice and procedure in civil and criminal 
cases in ail courts. These rules may be changed by 
the legislature by two-thirds vote o f the members 
elected to each house.

SECTION 16. The chief justice of the supreme 
court shall be the administrative head of all courts. 
He may assign judges from one court or division 
thereof to another for temporary service. The chief 
justice shall, with the approval of the supreme 
court, appoint an administrative director to serve 
at the pleasure of the supreme court and to  super­
vise the administrative operations of the judicial 
system.

(Thr amendment to this section wa approved by th r voters of 
the state August 2f», 11170 and beram effective October 10, 1970. 
The amendment substituted "the pleasure of the supreme court”  
for ' his pleasure”  in the last sentence.)

ARTICLE V 
SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS

SECTION 1. Every citizen of the United States 
who is at least eighteen years of age, who meets 
registration residency requirements which may be
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prescribeu by law, and who is qualified to vote 
under this artmle, may vote in any state or local 
election. A voter sh J l have been, immediately pre­
ceding the election, a thirty-day resident o f the 
election district in which he seeks to vote, except 
that for purposes of voting fo r President and Vice 
President of the United States other residency 
requirements may be prescribed by law. Additional 
voting qualifications may be prescribed by : iw for 
bond issue e’ections of political subdivisions.

(The first amendment to this section was approved by the 
voters August 23, 19G6 and became effective October 9, lHtifi. I t  
substituted "A  voter”  for "H e " at the beginning o f a former third 
sentence which was del 'ed by a 1970 amendment. Tiie second 
amendment, approved A t gust 26. 1970 and effective October 10. 
1970, :hanged the voting ate from 19 to 18 years. The third amend­
ment, approved August 25 1970 and effective October 10. 1970. 
deleted the sentence "A  voter shall be able to read or speak the 
F.nglish language as prescribed by law. unless prevented bv physical 
d isability." The fourth amendment, approved August 22, 1972 and 
effective October 14. 1972, inserted "residency" in the first sen­
tence and deleted the requirement of one year's residence in Alaska 
which appeared In the second sentence.)

SECTION 2. No person may vote who has been 
convicted of a felony involving moral turpitude 
unless his civil rights have been restored. No person 
may vote who has been judicially determined to be 
of unsound mind unless the disability has been re­
moved .

SECTION 3. Methods of voting, including absen­
tee voting, shall be prescribed by law. Secrecy of 
voting shall lie preserved. The procedure for deter­
mining election contests, with r.ght of appeal to 
the courts, shall be prescribed by law.

SECTION 4. The legislature may provide a sys­
tem of permanent registration of voters, and may 
establish voting precincts within election districts.

SECTION 5. General elections shall lie held on 
the second Tuesday in October o f eveiy even- 
numbered year, but the month and day may be 
changed by law.

(I'.xercimng It* uilthurity under this lection, thr logU'atutr h«> 
provided that Ihc date of th r general election l* the Tuodav after 
the t in t Monday in November In every evrn.numbrred year; See 
AS 16 16.020.)
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ARTICLE VI

LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT
Election SECTION 1. Members of the house of represen-
Districts tatives shall be elected by the qualified voters of the

respective election districts. Jn til reapportion­
ment, election districts and the number o f repre­
sentatives to be elected from each district shall be 
as set forth in Section 1 of Article XIV.

Senate SECTION 2. Members of the senate shall be
Districts elected by the qualified voters of the respective

senate districts. Senate districts shall be as set forth 
in Section 2 o f Article XIV, subject to changes 
authorized in this article.

Reapportionment SECTION 3. The governor shall reapportion the
of House house o f representatives immediately following the

official reporting of each decennial census o f the 
United States. Reapportionment shall be bafed 
upon civilian population within each election Jis- 
tric t as reported by the census.

Method SECTION 4. Reapportionment shall be by the
methods of equal proportions, except that each 
election district having the major fraction o f the 
quotient obtained by dividing total civilian popula­
tion by forty shall have one representative.

Combining SECTION 5. Should the total civilian po "Ration
Districts within any election district fall below ono-ha»f of

the onotient, the district shall be attached to an 
election district within its senate district, and the 
reapportionment for the new district shall be deter­
mined as provided in Section 4 o f this article.

Redistricting SECTION 6. The governor may further redistrict 
by changing the sue und area o f election districts, 
subject to the limitations of this article. Each new 
district so created shall be formed o f contiguous 
and compact territory containing as nearly as prac­
ticable a relatively integrated socio-economic area.
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Each shall contain a population at least equal to 
the quotient obtained by dividing the total civilian 
population by forty. Consideration may be given 
to local government boundaries. Drainage and 
other geographic features shall be used in describ­
ing boundaries wherever possible.

Modification SECTION 7. The senate districts, described in
o f Senate Section 2 o f Article XIV, may be modified to
Districts reflect changes in election districts. A district, al­

though modified, shall retain its total number of 
senators and its approximate perimeter. 

Keapportionment SECTION 8. The governor shall appoint a re-
Board apportionment board to act in an advisory capacity

to him. It shall consist o f five members, none of 
whom may be public employees or officials. At 
least one member each shall be appointed from the 
Southeastern, Southcentral, Central and North­
western Senate Districts. Appointments shall be 
made w ithout regard to political affiliation. Board 
members shall be compensated.

Organization SECTION 9. The board shall elect one o f its
members chairman and may employ temporary 
assistants. Concurrence of three members is re­
quired for a ruling or determination, bu t a lesser 
number may conduct hearings or otherwise act for 
t he board .

Keapportionment SECTION 10. Within ninety days following the 
Plan and official reporting of each decennie’ census, the
Proclamation board shall submit to the governor a plan for re­

apportionment and redistricting as provided in this 
article. Within ninety days after receipt of the plan, 
the governor shall issue a proclamation o f reappor­
tionment and redistricting. An accompanying sta te­
ment shull explain any change from the plan of the 
board. The reapportionment and redistricting shall 
be effective for the election of mend’ ;rs o f the 
legislature until after the official reporting of the 
next decennial census.
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Enforcement SEC MON 11 Any qualified oter may apply Lo
the superior court to  compel the governor, by 
mandamus or otherwise, to perform his reappor­
tionment duties or to correct any error in redis­
tricting or reapportionment. Application to compel 
the governor to  perform his reapportionment 
duties must be filed within th irty days of the expi­
ration o f either of the two ninety-day periods 
specified in this article. Application to  compel cor­
rection o f any error ip redistricting or reapportion­
ment must be filed within thirty days following the 
proclamation. Original jurisdiction in these matters 
is hereby vested in the superior court. On appeal, 
the cause shall be reviewed by the supreme court 
upon the law and the facts.

ARTICLE VII
HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

Public
Education

State
University

Board o f 
Regents

SECTION 1. The legislature shall by general law 
establish and maintain a system of public schools 
open to  all children of the State, and may provide 
for other public educational institutions. Schools 
and institutions so established shall be Lee from 
sectarian control. No money shall be paid from 
public funds for the direct benefit of any religious 
or other private educational institution.

SECTION 2. The University of Alaska is hereby 
established as the state university and constituted a 
body corporate. It shall have title to all real and 
personal property now or hereafter set aside for or 
conveyed to it. Its property shall be administered 
and disposed of according to law.

SECTION 3. The University of Alaska shall be 
governed by a board o f regents. The regents shall 
be appointed by the governor, subject to confirma­
tion by a majority of the members o f the legisla­
ture in join t session. The board shall, in accordance
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with law, formulate policy and appoint the presi­
dent o f the university. He shall be the executive 
officer o f the board.

SECTION 4. The legislature shall provide for the 
promotion and protection o f public health.

SECTION 5. The legislature shall provide for 
public welfare.

ARTICLE VIII 
NATURAL RESOURCES

SECTION 1. It is the policy o f the State to en­
courage the settlement o f its land and the develop­
ment o f its resources by making them available for 
maximum use consistent with the  public interest.

SECTION 2. The legislature shall provide for the 
utilization, development, and conservation o f all 
natural resources belonging to the  State, including 
land and waters, for the maximum benefit o f its 
people.

SECTION 3. Wherever occurring in the natural 
state, fish, wildlife, and waters are reserved to the 
people for common use.

SECTION 4. Fish, forests, wildlife, grasslands, 
and fill other replenishable resources belonging to 
the State shall be utilized, developed, and main­
tained on the sustained yield principle, subject to 
preferences among beneficial uses.

SECTION 5. The legislature may provide for 
facilities, improvements, and services to ussure 
greater utilization, development, reclamation, and 
settlement o f lands, and to  assure fuller utilization 
and development of the fisheries, wildlife, and 
waters.

SECTION 6. Lands and interests therein, in­
cluding submerged und tidal lands, possessed or
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acquired by the State, and no t used or intended ex­
clusively for governmental purposes, constitute the 
state public domain. The legislature shall provide 
for the selection of lands granted to the State by 
the United States, and for the administration o f 
the state public domain.

SECTION 7. The legislature may provide fcr the 
acquisition of sites, objects, and areas o f natural 
beauty or of historic, cultural, recreational, or 
scientific value. It may reserve them from the pub­
lic domain and provide for their administration and 
preservation for the use, enjoyment, and welfare o f 
the peopie.

SECTION 8. The legislatui.i may provide for the 
leasing of, and the issuance o f permits for explora­
tion of, any part of the public domain or interest 
therein, subject to reasonable concurrent uses, 
leases and permits shall provide, among other con­
ditions, for payment by the party at fault for 
damage or injury arising from noncompliance with 
terms governing concurrent use, and for forfeiture 
in the event o f breach o f conditions.

SECTION 9. Subject to the provisions of this 
section, the legislature may provide for the sale or 
grant of state lands, or interests therein, and estab­
lish sales procedures All sales or grants shall con­
tain such reservations to the State of all resources 
as may be required by Congress o r the State and 
shall provide for access to these resources. Reserva­
tion of access shall not unnecessarily impair the 
owners’ use, prevet.. the control of trespass, or pre­
clude compensation for damages.

SECTION 10. No disposals or leases o f state 
lands, or interests therein, shall be made without 
prior public notice and other safeguards o f the 
public interest as may be prescribed by law.

SECTION 11. Discovery and appropriation shall 
be the basis for establishing a right in those miner­
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als reserved to the State which, upon the date of 
ratification of this constitution by the people of 
Alaska, were subject to location under the federal 
mining laws. Prior discovery, location, and filing, as 
prescribed by law, shall establish a prior right to 
these minerals and also a prior right to permits, 
leases, and transferable licenses for their extrac­
tion. Continuation of these rights shall depend 
upon the performance o f annual labor, or the pay­
ment of fees, rents, or royalties, or upon other 
requirements as may be prescribed by law. Surface 
uses of land by a mineral claimant shall be limited 
to those necessary for the extraction or basic 
processing of the mineral deposits, or for both. Dis­
covery and appropriation shall initiate a right, sub- • 
ject to further requirements o f law, to patent of 
mineral lands if authorized by the State and not 
prohibited by Congress. The provisions of this sec­
tion shall apply to all other minerals reserved to 
the State which by 1 iw are declared subject to 
appropriation.

SECTION 12. The legislature shall provide for 
the issuance, types and terms of leases for coal, oil, 
gas, oil shale, sodium, phosphate, potash, sulfur, 
pumice, and other minerals is may hi* prescribed 
by .'aw. Leases and permits giving the exclusive 
right if exploration for these minerals for specific 
periods and areas, subject to reasonable concurrent 
exploration as to different classes o f minerals, may 
be authorized by law. Like leases and permits giv­
ing the exclusive right o f prospecting by geophysi­
cal, geochemical, and similar methods for all miner­
als may also be authorized by law.

SECTION IT  All surface and subsurface waters 
reserved to the people for common use, except 
mineral and medicinal waters, are subject to appro­
priation. Priority of appropriation shall give prior
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right. Except for public water suppiy, an appro­
priation of water shall be limited to stated pur­
poses and subject to  preferences among beneficial 
uses, concurrent or otherwise, as prescribed by law, 
and to the general reservation of fish and wildlife.

SECTION 14. Free access to the navigable o r 
public waters o f the State, as defined by the legisla­
ture, shall no t be denied any citizen of the United 
States or resident o f the State, except that the 
legislature may by general law regulate and limit 
such access for other beneficial uses or public pur­
poses.

SECTION 15. No exclusive right or special privi­
lege of fishery shall he created or authorized in the 
nutural waters of the State. This section does not 
restrict the power o f the State to limit entry into 
any fishery for purposes o f resource conservation, 
to  prevent economic distress mong fishermen and 
those dependent upon them for a livelihood and to 
promote the efficient development of aquaculture 
in the State.

(Th«- amcndmrnl to thi* section was approved bv the voter* 
of thr state August 22, 11172 and became effective October 14, 
1972. This amendment added the second sentence.)

SECTION 16. No person shall be involuntarily 
divested of his right to the use of waters, his 
interests in lands, or improvements affecting either, 
except for a superior beneficial use or public 
purpose and then only with just compensation and 
by operation o f law.

SECTION 17. I,aws and regulations governing 
the use or disposal o f natural resources shall apply 
equally to all persons similarly situated with refer­
ence to the subject matter and purpose to be 
served by the law or regulation.

SECTION 18. Proceeding in eminent domain 
m; y be undertaken for private ways o f necessity to 
permit essential access for extraction or utilization
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of resources. Just compensation shall be made for 
property taken or fo r resultant damages to other 
property rights.

ARTICLE IX
FINANCE AND TAXATION
SECTION 1. The power o f taxation shall never 

be surrendered. This power shall not be suspended 
or contracted away, except as provided in this 
article.

SECTION 2. The lands and other property 
belonging to citizens o f the United States residing 
without the State shall never be taxed at a higher 
rate than the lands and other property belonging to 
the residents o f the State.

SECTION 3. Standards for apprjisal of all prop­
erty assessed by the State or its political subdivi­
sions shall be prescribed by law.

SECTION 4. The real and personal property of 
the State or its political subdivisions shall be ex­
empt from taxation under conditions and excep­
tions which may be provided by law. All, or any 
portion of, property used exclusively for nonprofit 
religious, charitable, cemetery, or educational pur 
poses, as defined by law, shall be exempt from 
taxation. O ther exemptions of like or different 
kind may he granted by general law. All valid exist­
ing exemptions shall be retained until otherwise 
provided by luw.

SECTION 5. Private leaseholds, contracts, or in­
terests in land or property owned or held by the 
United States, the State, or its political subdivi­
sions, shull be taxable to the extent of the inter­
ests.

SECTION 6. No tax shall be levied, or appropri­
ation of public money made, or public property
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transferred, nor shall the public credit be used, ex­
cept for a public purpose.

SECTION 7. The proceeds of any state tax or 
license shall no t be dedicated to any special pur­
pose, except as provided in section 15 of this 
article or when required by the federal government 
for state participation in federal programs. This 
provision shall not prohibit the continuance of any 
dedication for special purposes existing upon the 
date of ratification o f this section by the people 
o f Alaska.

(Thr amrndmcnl to th ii section u-us approved bv the voters of 
the sute November 2. 1976 and became effective February 21. 
1977. This amendment inserted "as provided in section 16 of this 
article o r" in the first sentence.)

SECTION 8. No state debt shall be contracted 
unless authorized by law for capital improvements 
and ratified by a majority o f the qualified voters of 
the State who vote on the question. The State 
may, as provided by law and without ratification, 
contract debt for the purpose of repelling invasion, 
suppressing insurrection, defending the State in 
war, meeting natural disasters, or redeeming in­
debtedness outstanding at the time this constitu­
tion becomes effective.

SECTION 9. No deb t Fhall be contracted by any 
political subdivision o f the State, unless authorized 
for capital improvements by its governing body 
and ratified by a majority vote of those qualified 
to vote and voting on the question.

SECTION 10. The State and its political subdivi­
sions may borrow money to  meet appropriations 
for uny fiscul year in anticipation o f the collection 
o f the revenues for that year, but all debt so con­
tracted shall be paid before the end of the  next 
fiscal year

SECTION 11. The restrictions on contracting 
debt do not upply to  debt incurred through the 
issuance of revenue bonds by a public enterprise or
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public corporation o f the State or a political sub­
division, when the only security is the revenues of 
the enterprise or corporation. The restrictions do 
no t apply to indebtedness to be paid from special 
assessments on the benefited property, nor do they 
apply to  refunding indebtedness of the State or its 
political subdivisions.

SECTION 12. The governor shall submit to  the 
legislature, at a time fixed by law, a budget for the 
next fiscal year setting fortl all proposed expendi- 
tures and anticipated income of all departments, 
offices, and agencies o f the State. The governor, at 
the same time, shall submit a general appropriation 
bill to authorize the proposed expenditures, and a 
bill or bills covering recommendations in the bud­
get for new or additional revenues.

SECTION 13. No money shall be withdrawn 
from the treasury except in accordance with appro­
priations made by law. No obligation for the pay­
ment of money shall be incurred except as autho­
rized by law. Unobligated appropriations outstand­
ing at the end of the period o f time specified by 
law shall be void.

SECTION 14. The legislature shall appoint an 
auditor to serve ut its pleasure. He shall be a certifi­
ed public accountant. The auditor shall conduct 
post-audits as prescribed by law and shall report 
to the legislature and to  the governor.

SECTION 15. At least twenty-five per cent of 
all mineral lease rentals, royalties, royalty sale 
I oceeds, federal mineral revenue shuring pay­
ments and bonuses received by the State shall be 
placed in a permanent fund, the principal o f which 
shall be used only for those income-producing 
investments specifically designated by law as 
eligible for permanent fund investments. All
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income from the permanent fund shall be deposit­
ed in the generai fund uniess otherwise provided 
by law.

(The addition of ihis section was approved by the voters of the 
state November 2, 197G and became effective Frburarv 21, 197'#

ARTICLE X 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

SECTION 1. The purpose o f this article is to 
provide for maximum local self-government with a 
minimum of local government units, and to pre­
vent duplication of tax-levying jurisdictions. A 
liberal construction shall be given to  the powers o f 
local government units.

SECTION 2. All local government powers shall 
be vested in boroughs and cities. The State may 
delegate taxing powers to organized boroughs and 
cities only.

SECTION 3. The entire State shall be divided 
into boroughs, organized or unorganized. They 
shall he established in a manner and according to 
standards provided by law. The standards shall 
include population, geography, economy, transpor­
tation, und other factors. Each borough shall 
embrace an area und population with common 
interests to the maximum degree possible. The 
legislature shall classify boroughs and prescribe 
their powers and functions. Methods by which 
boroughs may be o ganized, incorporated, merged, 
consolidated, reclassified, or dissolved shall be 
prescribed by law.

SECTION t. The governing body of the ori;a- 
niz<*d borough shull be the assembly, and n» com- 
position shall be established by law or charter.

(The amendment !<> tins tetTlon wsi approved bv Ih r voters of 
th»* iU (r August '22. 1972 and became r ffrc tiv r  October 14, 1972. 
It d rlrtrd  the* second and Ihird w n te n m  which specified r lt \  and 
nonvity representation on thr borough assembly )
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SECTION 5. Service areas to provide special 
services within an organised borough may he estab­
lished, altered, or abolished by the assembly, sub­
ject to the provisions o f law or charter. A new 
service area shall not be established if, consistent 
with the purposes o f this article, the new service 
can be provided by an existing service area, by 
incorporation as a city, or by annexation to  a city. 
The assembly may authorize the levying o f taxes, 
charges, or assessments within a service area to 
finance the special services.

SECTION 6. The legislature sh dl provide for the 
performance o f services it deems necessary or 
advisable in unorganized boroughs, allowing for 
maximum local participation and responsibility. It 
may exercise any power or function in an unorga­
nized borough which the assembly may exercise in 
an organized borough.

SECTION 7. Cities shall be incorporated in a 
manner prescribed by law, and shall be a part of 
the borough in which they are located. Cities shall 
have the powers and functions conferred by law or 
charter. They may be merged, consolidated, clas­
sified, reclassified, or dissolved in the manner pro­
vided by law.

SECTION 8. The governing body of a city shall 
be the council.

SECTION 9. The qualified voters of any bor­
ough o f the first class or city of the first class may 
adopt, amend, or repeal a home rule charter in a 
manner provided by law. In the absence o f such 
legislation, the governing body of a borough or city 
of the first class shall provide the procedure for the 
preparation and adopti n or rejection of the char­
ter. All charters, or parts or amendments o f char­
ters, shall be submitted to the qualified voters of 
the borough o r city, and shall become effective if 
upproved by u muiority o f those who vote on the 
specific question.
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SECTION 10. The legislature may extend heme 
rule to o ther boroughs and cities.

SECTION 11. A home rule borough or city may 
exercise all legislative powers not prohibited by law 
or by charter.

SECTION 12. A local boundary commission or 
board shall be established by law in the executive 
branch of the state government. The commission 
o r board may consider any proposed local govern­
ment boundary change. It may present proposed 
changes to the legislature during the first ten days 
o f any regular session. The change shall become 
effective forty-five days after presentation or at the 
end of the session, whichever is earlier, unless dis­
approved by a resolution concurred in by a major­
ity of the members o f each house. The commission 
or board, subject to law, may establish procedures 
whereby boundaries may be adjusted by local 
action.

Agreements: SECTION 13. Agreements, including those for
Transfer o f  cooperative or joint administration of any func-
Powers tions or powers, may be made by any local govern­

ment with any other local government, with the 
State, or with the United States, unless otherwise 
provided by law or charter. A city may transfer to 
the borough in which it is located any of its powers 
or functions unless prohibited by law or charter, 
and may in like manner revoke the transfer. 

Local SECTION 14. An agency shall be established by
(lovemment law in the executive branch of the state govern
Agency inent to  advise und assist local governments. It shall

review their activities; collect and publish local gov­
ernment information, and perform other duties 
prescribed by law.

Special SECTION 15. Special service districts existing at
Service the time u borough is organized shall be integrated
Districts with the government of the >orough us provided

by law.
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ARTICLE XI

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL

Initiative SECTION 1. The people may propose and enact
and laws by the initiative, and approve or reject acts of
Referendum the legislature by the referendum.
Application SECT’ON 2. An initiative or referendum is pro­

posed by an application containing the bill to be
initiated or the act to  be referred. The application 
shall be signed by not less than one hundred qual­
ified voters as sponsors, and shall be filed with the 
lieutenant governor. If he finds it in proper form 
he shall so certify. Denial of certification shall be 
subject to  judicial review.

(The amendment to (his icctlon was approved bv the voters 
o l the stale AuKUSt 25, 1H70 and became effective October 10, 
1270. The words "secretary of stale" were chanced to "lieutenant 
governor” .)

Petition SECTION 3. After certification of the applica­
tion, a petition containing a summary c f the sub­
ject matter shall be prepared by the lieutenant gov­
ernor for circulation by the sponsors. If signed by 
qualified voters, equal in number to ten per cent of 
those who voted in th preceding general election 
and resident in at least two-thirds of the election 
districts of the State, it may be filed with the lieu­
tenant governor.

(T llr •mmdmcnt to ihu  MTtion ip p inv id  l»y th« voter* 
of th f »t«tr Aogoftl 25, 1970 jih I titmiiH' r f f r r t lv r  October 10. 
1970 Tbt* word* “ areretary of s ta ir" wrrc «bunged to "llru trnan t 
governor".)

Initiative SECTION 4. An initiative petition may be filed
Election at any time. The lieutenant governor shall prepure

a ballot title and proposition summarizing the pro­
posed law, und shutl place them on the ballot for 
the first statewide election held more than one 
hundred twenty days after adjournment of the 
legislative session following the filing. If, before the 
election, substantially the same measure has been
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enacted, the petition is void.
(The amendment to thl* section wit* approved by the voters 

ot (he state August 25. 1970 and became effective October io . 
1970. The words "secretary o f state" were changed to "lieutenant 
governor".)

SECTION 5. A referendum petition may be filed 
only within ninety days after adjournment of the 
legislative session at which the act was passed. The 
lieutenant governor shall prepare a ballot title and 
proposition summarizing the act and shall place 
them on the ballot for the first statewide election 
held more than one hundred eighty days after 
adjournment of tha t session.

(The amendment to this sec'ion was approved by the voters 
of the state August 25, 1970 and became effective October 10. 
1970. The words "secretary of state" were changed to "lieutenant 
governor".)

SECTION 6. If a majority o f the votes cast on 
the proposition favor its adoption, the initiated 
measure is enacted. If a majority o f the votes cast 
on the proposition favor the rejection o f an act 
referred, it is rejected. The lieutenant governor 
shall certify the election returns. An initiated law 
becomes effective ninety days after certification, is 
not subject to veto, and may not be repealed by 
the legislature within two years of its effective 
date. It may be amended at any time. An act 
rejected by referendum is void thirty days after 
certification. Additional procedures for the initia­
tive and referendum may be prescribed by law.

(The iittrn itm rn l i«> Ihia tecilun wo» approved by ih r voter* 
of ll*»* •late August 25. 1970 and became effective October 10, 
1970. The word* "ierretary of stale" were changed to "lieutenant 
governor". >

SECTION 7. The initiative shall not be used to 
dedicate revenues, make or repeal appropriations, 
create courts, define the jurisdiction o f courts or 
prescribe their rules, or enact local or special legis­
lation. The referendum shall not be applied to 
dedications of revenue, to appropriations, to local 
or special legislation, or to laws necessary for the 
immediate preservation o f the public peace, health, 
or safety.
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SECTION 8. <U1 elected public officials, in the 
State, except jud cial officers, are s>ubject to  recall 
by the voters o f the State or political subdivision 
from which elected. Procedures and grounds for 
recall shall be prrscribed by the legislature.

ARTICLE XII 
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1. The State o f Alaska shall consist of 
all the territory, together with the territorial waters 
appurtenant there tcluded in the Territory of
Alaska upon the ( if ratification of this consti­
tution b> the people o f Alaska.

SECTION 2. The State and its political sub­
divisions may cooperate with the United States and 
its territories, and with other states and their politi­
cal subdivisions on matters o f common interest. 
The respective legislative bodies may make appro­
priations for this purpose.

SECTION 3. Service in the armed forces o f the 
United States or o f the State is not an office or 
position of profit as the term is used in this consti­
tution.

SECTION 4. No person who advocates, or who 
aids or belongs to any party or organization or 
association which advocates, the overthrow by 
force or violence of the government o f the United 
States or of the State shall be qualified to hold any 
public office of trust or profit under this constitu­
tion.

SECTION 5. All public officers, before entering 
upon the duties of their offices, shall take and sub­
scribe to the following oath or affirmation: "I do 
solemnly swear (or affirm! that 1 will support and 
defend the Constitution of the United States and
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the Constitution o f the State of A l^ka, and that I 
will faithfully discharge my duties as 
to  the best of my ability.” The legislature may 
prescribe further oaths or affirmations.

SECTION 6. The legislature shall establish a 
system under which the merit principle will govern 
the employment o f persons by the State.

SECTION 7. Membership in employee retire­
ment systems of the State or its political subdivi­
sions shall constitute a contractual relationship. 
Accrued benefits o f these systems shall no t be 
diminished or impaired.

SECTION 8. The enumeration of specified pow­
ers in this constitution shall no t be construed as 
limiting the powers of the State.

SECTION 9. The provisions of this constitution 
shall be construed to be self-executing whenever 
possible.

SECTION 10. Titles and subtitles shall not be 
used in construing this constitution. Personal 
pronouns used in this constitution shall be con­
strued as including either sex.

SECTION 11. As used in this constitution, the 
terms "by law” and "by the legislature", or varia­
tions of these terms, are used interchangeably 
when related to law-making powers. Unless clearly 
inapplicable, the law-making powers assigned to 
the legislature1 may be exercised by the people 
through the initiative, subject to the limitations of 
Article XI.

SECTION 12. The St»:tn of Alaska and its people 
forever disclaim all right and title in or to any 
property belonging to the United States or subject 
to its disposition, und not granted or confirmed to 
the State or its political subdivisions, by or under 
the act udmitiing Alaska to the Union. The Stuto 
and its people further disclaim all right or title in



Consent to 
Act of 
Admission

Amendments

or to any property, including fishing rights, the 
right or title to which may be held by for any 
Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut, or community thereof, 
as that right or title is defined in the act of admis­
sion. The State and its people agree that, unless 
otherwise provided by Congress, the property, as 
described in this section, shall remain subject to 
the absolute disposition of the United States. They 
further agree that no taxes will be imposed upon 
any such property, until otherwise provided by the 
Congress. This tax exemption shall no t apply to 
property held by individuals in fee w ithout restric­
tions on alienation.

SECTION 13. All provisions of the act admitting 
Alaska to the Union which reserve rights or powers 
to the United States, as well as those prescribing 
the terms or conditions of the grants of lands or 
other property, are consented to fully by the State 
und its people.

ARTICLE XIII
(ENDMENT AND REVISION
SECTION 1. Amendments to this constitution 

may be proposed by a two-thirds vote of each 
house of the legislature. The lieutenant governor 
shall prepare a ballot title and proposition summar­
izing each proposed amendment, and shall place 
them on the ballot for the next general election. If 
a majority of the votes cast on the proposition 
favor the amendment, it shall be adopted. Unless 
otherwise provided in the amendment, it becomes 
effective thirty days after the certification o f the 
election returns by the lieutenant governor.

(Tllr •illtrliflltirttl |<» (Iiir Section w approved lit (hr tuUTl ul 
th«* slate August 25, 1970 ami brc«in«* t'ffrcllvc Ociuliir Hi. 1070 
Thr words “Mtrvlirv ul stale" were changed to "litulnunl gover- 
nor". Thr second amendment to this section. gppntvrd bs the 
voters August 27, 1074 mid effective October 12, 1074, changed 
"statewide" to read "general" in the second sentence »
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SECTION 2. The legislature may call constitu­
tional conventions at any time.

SECTION 3. If, during any ten-year period a 
constitutional convention has not been held, the 
lieutenant governor shall place on the ballot for the 
next general election t*1 question: “Shall there be 
a Constitutional Convention?” If a majority o f the 
votes cast on the question ar* in the negative, the 
question need not be placed on the bailot until the 
end of the next ten-year period. If a majority of 
the votes cast on the question are in the affirma­
tive, delegates to the convention shall be chosen at 
the next regular statewide election, unless the legis­
lature provides for the election of the delegates at a 
special election. The lieutenant governor shall issue 
the call for the convention. Unless o ther provisions 
have been made by law, the call shall conform as 
nearly as possible to the act calling the Alaska Con­
stitutional Convention of 1955, including, bu t not 
limited to, number of members, districts, election 
and certification of delegates, and submission and 
ratification of revisions and ordinances. The ap­
propriation provisions of the call shall b - self- 
executing and shall constitute u first claim on the 
state treasury.

m il  u ttinu liiirtil tu Ihtft H i lton WU» approved on the voter* 
ol lh»* Mali* Auguttt 20, 1970 and bream** i*llfcllvi< October 10. 
1970. rhc word* •’■ccrclarv of M uir" were chanilrd to “ lieutenant 
i i n v e m o r " . >

SECTION 4. Constitutional Conventions shall 
have plenary power to amend or revise the consti­
tution, subject only to ratification by the people. 
No call for a constitutional convention shall limit 
these powers of the convention.

ARTICLE XIV
uninrnl irh i'tlu lv* uni! .mutilation* conrrrrilnK Ihvm, «••• tin AI .ok .t Con. 
o'.n* In I’mnphli'l I of tin- SUtuli-l publllhrd In th r M irh lr Corn
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SECTION 1. Members o f the house of represen­
tatives shall, according to the reapportionment 
proclamation of the governor, dated June 14,1974, 
as modified by the Alasko Supreme Court in 
Groh v. Egan, 526 P. 2d 863 (9/13/74), be elected 
from the election districts and in the numbers 
shown below:
Election Number of

Diitrict Name of District Representatives

1 Ketchikan-Prince o f Wales 2
2 Wrangell-Petersburg 1
3 Sitka 1
4 Juneau-Lynn Canal 2
5 Cordova-Valdez-Seward 1
6 Palmer 1
7 Anchorage Northwest 4
8 Anchorage Northeast 4
9 Anchorage Spenard 2

10 Anchorage East 2
11 Anchorage South 2
12 Anchorage West 2
13 Kenai-Cook Inlet 2
14 Kodiak 1
15 Aleutian Chain 1
16 Bristol Bay 1
17 Bethel 1
18 Wade Hampton 1
19 Yukon-Tanana 1
20 Fairbanks
21 Barrow-Kobuk 1
22 Nome 1

SECTION 2. Members of the senate shall, ac­
cording to the reapportionment proclamation of 
the governor, dated June 14, 1974, as modified 
by the Alaska Supreme Court in Groh v. Egan, 
526 P. 2d 863 (9/13/74), be elected from the
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Description 
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w lO V /V iU li VASO V* AV̂  toj

Senate Number o f
District Composed of Election Districts Senat
A Ketchikan-Prince o f Wales 1
B Wrangell-Petersburg-Sitka 1
C Juneau-Lynn Canal 1
D Cordova-Valdez-Seward-Palmer 1
E Anchorage Northwest 2
F Anchorage Northeast 2
G Anchorage Spenard 1
H Anchorage East 1
I Anchorage South 1
J Anchorage West 1
K Kenai-Cook Inlet 1
L Kodiak-Aleutian Chain 1
M Bristol Bay-Bethel 1
N Wade Hampton-Yukon-Tonana 1
O Fairbanks 3
P Barrow-Kobuk-Nome 1

SECTION 3. The election districts set forth in 
Section 1 shall include the following territory:

1. Ketchikan-Prince of Wales —  That area of the 
mainlund drained by streums flowing into Portland Canal, 
Pearae Canal, Kevillagigedo Channel, Behm Canal and the 
eastern side of Clarence Strait from the southernmost 
point of Alaska to and in -luding Lemesurier Point; and 
those islands offshore this mainland urea and all other is­
lands in Alaska to the south of a line which begins at 
Lemcburior Point, runs west to the centerline of Clarence 
Strait and then follows i b  • centerline of Clarence Strait to 

its intersection with ,.ie centerline of Sumner Strait at 

which point it turns west and follows the centerline of 

Sumner Strait westerly and southwesterly to the open sea.

2. Wrangell-Petersburg —  That area of the mainland 
north of the Ketchikan-Prince of Wales District and south 
of and including the area draining into Frederic Sound to 
Cape Fanshaw on the north; and that area hounded by a 
line from Cape Fanshaw to the north end of Pybus Bay;

44



and that area of Admiralty lbland draining into Frederie 
Sound and Chatham Strait trom and includ'ng Pybus Hay 
on the east to and including Point Retreat on the north; 
and that area of Chichagof Island draining into Icy Strait 
and Chatham Strait from and including Mud Bay on the 
north to the centerline of Tenakee Inlet on the south, in­
cluding that portion of Chichagof Island draining into Tena- 
kee Inlet from the north, and that portion of the mainland 
draining into Icy Strait from Point Couverdon on the east 
to and including Glacier Bay on the west. This District also 
includes Lemesurier Island and all other islands in Icy 
Straits cast of it, and all islands south of Frederic Sound 
and east of Chatham Strait not included in Election District 
No. 1.

3. Sitka —  All of Baranof Island, all of Chichagof 
Island not included in the Wrangell-Petersburg District, all 
of the mainland area draining into Icy Strait, Cross Sound 
and the Gulf of Alaska from Glacier Bay on the southeast 
to Icy Cape on the Northwest; and all of the islands off­
shore thereto.

4. Juneau-Lynn Canal — All of the mainland area 
draining into Lynn Canal and Stephens Passage from Cape 
Fanshaw on the south to the Canadian Border on the 
northwest and all of Admiralty Island draining into Steph­
ens Passage and Lynn Canal from Pybus Bay on the south 
to Point Retreat on the north, and all of the islands off­
shore thereto.

5. Cordova-Valdez-Seward —  All that mainland area 
from Icy Cape on the cast to Gore Point on the west drain­
ing into Prince William Sound and the Gulf of Alaska, in­
cluding all of the offshore islands thereto, including the 
remainder of the Seward Census Division which does not 
druin into the Prince William Sound and the Gulf of Alaska, 
except that portion of the drainage north of a point mid­
way between Glennallen und Gulkana.

6. Palmer —  All that area north of Cook Inlet and 
Knik Arm drained by streams emptying into Cook Inlet and 
Knik Arm from, but not including, Beluga River on the 
west to and including the Knik River on the east.

7. Anchorage Northwest —  Beginning at u point on 
the centerline of Knik Arm where it intersects the northerly 
projection of the dividing line between Fort Richardson 
Military Reservation and the Elmendorf Air Force Base;



thence southerly along said line to where it intersects the 

Glenn Highway; thence westerly along the Glenn Highway 
tu Fine Street; thence northerly along Pine Street to Mc- 
Phee Avenue; thence westerly along McPhee Avenue to 
Taylor Street; thence southerly on Taylor Street to Thomp­
son Avenue; thence westerly on Thompson Avenue to 
Meyer Street; thence southerly on Meyer Street to Com­
mercial Drive; thence easterly on Commercial Drive to 
Bragaw Street; thence southerly on Bragaw Street to East 
Sixth Avenue; thence easterly on East Sixth Avenue to Pine 
Street; thence southerly on Pine Street to DeBarr Road; 
thence westerly on DeBarr Road to Bragaw Street; thence 
southerly on Bragaw Street to East Sixteenth Avenue; 
thence westerly on East Sixteenth Avenue to Lake Otis 
Parkway; thence northerly on Lake Otis Parkway to East 
Fifteenth Avenue; thence westerly on East Fifteenth 
Avenue to Sitka Street; thence southerly on Sitka Street to 
Chester Creek; thence westerly along Chester Creek to the 
Seward Highway; thence southerly on the Seward Highway 

to Fireweed Lane; thence westerly on Fireweed Lane to 
Spenard Road; thence southerly 011 Spenard Road to West 
Twenty-fifth Avenue; thence w stcrly on West Twenty-fifth 
Avenue to Spenard Thruway; thence northerly along 
Spenard Thruway and "L " Street to Knik Arm; thence 
northwesterly to the centerline of Knik Arm; thence along 

the centerline of Knik Arm to the point of beginning.

8. Anchorage Northeast —  Beginning at a point on 
the centerline of Knik Arm where it intersects the northerly 

projection of the dividing line between Fort Richardson 
Military Reservation and the Elmcndorf Air Force Base, 
thence southerly along said line to where it intersects the 
Glenn Highway; thence westerly along the Glenn Highway 
and the south boundary of Elmcndorf Air Force Base to 
Pine Street; thence northerly along Pine Street to McPhee 
Avenue; thence westerly on McPhee Avenue to Taylor 
Street; thence southerly on Taylor Street to Thompson 
Avenue; thence westerly on Thompson Avenue to Meyer 
Street; thence southerly on Meyer Street to Commercial 
Drive; thence easterly on Commercial Drive to Bragaw 

Street; thence southerly on Bragaw Street to Sixth Avenue; 
tlience easterly on Sixth Avenue to Pine Street; thence 
southerly on Pine Street to DeBarr Road; thence westerly 
on DeBarr Road to Bragaw Street; thence southerly on 
Braguw Street to East Twentieth Avenue; thence easterly 
on East Twentieth Avenue to Boniface Parkway; thence 

northerly on Boniface Parkway to the centerline of Craig 
Drive extended; thence easterly along the centerline of
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Craig Drive to the centerline of Beaver Place; thence north­
erly on the centerline of Beaver Place to the centerline of 

East Sixteenth Avenue; thence easterly on East Sixteenth 
Avenue to the centerline of Turpin Street; thence northerly 
on Turpin Street to the centerline of DeBarr Road; thence 
easterly on DeBarr Road to Muldoon Drive; thence south­
easter!;' along a branch of Chester Creek to the boundary 
line of Fort Richardson Military Reservation; thence 
following the Fort Richardson Military Reservation boun­
dary in a southerly and easterly direction until it meets 
the southern boundary of Census Tract 2 of the Anchorage 
Census Division; thence along the southerly boundaries 
of Census Tracts 1 and 2 and the easterly and northerly 
boundaries of Census Tract 1, Anchorage Census Divi­
sion to the point of beginning.

9. Anchorage Spenard —  Beginning at the inter­
section of Northern Lights Boulevard and Spenard Thru way; 
thence westerly on Northern Lights Boulevard to Wisconsin 
Drive; thence southerly on Wisconsin Drive to West Thirty- 
third Avenue; thence easterly on West Thirty-thiid Avenue 
to Fish Creek; thence southerly and easterly along Fish 

Creek to its intersection with Northwood Drive; thence 
southerly along Northwood Drive to West Forty-sixth 
Avenue; thence easterly along West Forty-sixth Avenue to 
the Alaska Railroad High* of Way; thence northerly along 
said Right of Way to West Forty-fourth Avenue; thence 
easterly on West Forty-fourth Avenue to the Seward High­
way; thence northerly on Seward Highway to Fireweed 
Lane; thence westerly on Fireweed Lane to Spenard Road; 
thence southerly on Spenard Koad to West Twenty-fifth 
Avenue; thence westerly on West Twenty-fifth Avenue to 
the Spenard Thru way; thence southerly on Spenard Thru­
way to the place of beginning.

10. Anchorage East — Beginning at the intersection of 

Seward Highway and Chester Creek; thence southerly on 
Seward Highway to Tudor Road; thence easterly on Tudor 
Road to the centerline of Randolph Street extended; 
thence northerly on said centerline of Randolph Street to 
East Fortieth Avenue; thence easterly on East Fortieth 
Avenue to Pine Street; thence southerly on Pine Street to 
Tudor Road; thence easterly on Tudor Hoad and Tudor 
Hoad Extension to the boundary of the Fort Richardson 
Military Reservation; thence northerly on said boundary to 
its intersection with the southerly boundary of District H at 
n branch of Chester Creek; thence northwesterly along 
Chester Creek to Muldoon Drivr und DeBarr Hoad; thence
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teenth Avenue to the centerline of Beaver Place; thence 
southerly along the centerline of Beaver Place to the center- 
line of Craig Drive; thence westerly along the centerline < f 
Craig Drive and its extension to the centerline of Boniface 
Parkway; thence southerly on Boniface Parkway to East 
Twentieth Avenue; thence westerly along East Twentieth 
Avenue to Bragaw Street; thence northerly on Bragaw 
Street to East Sixteenth Avenue; thence westerly on East 
Sixteenth Avenue to Lake Otis Parkway ; thence nor’herly 
on Lake Otis Parkway to East Fifteenth Avenue; thence 
westerly on East Fifteenth Avenue to Sitka Street; thence 
southerly on Sitka Street to Chester Creek; thence westerly 
along Chester Creek to Seward Highway, the place of begin­
ning.

11. Anchorage South —  Beginning at a point on the 
centerline of Turnagain Arm South 45 degrees West of the 

the centerline intersection of Victor Road and West One 
Hundredth Avenue; thence North 46 degrees East to said 
intersection; thence northerly on Victor Road to Straw­
berry Road; thence easterly on Strawberry Road to the 
centerline of Minnesota Drive extended; thence northerly 
on said centerline to the centerline of Dowling Road ex­
tended; thence easterly on said centerline to Arctic Boule­
vard extended; thence northerly along said extension and 
Arctic Boulevard to West Forty-fourth Avenue; thence east­
erly on West Forty-fourth Avenue and Tudor Road to the 
centerline of Randolph Street extended; thence northerly 
on said centerline of Randolph Street to East Fortieth 
Avenue; thence easterly on East Fortieth Avenue to Pine 
Street; thence southerly on Pine Street to Tudor Road und 
the boundary of the Fort Richardson Military Reservation; 
thence following the Fort Richardson Military Reservation 
boundary to the common corner between Census Tracts 2. 
3, and 29; thence following the boundary Census Tract 
29 to the east and south to the centerline of Turnagain Arm 
at a point west of Portage; thence along the centerline of 
Turnagain Arm to the place of beginning.

12. Anchorage West —  Beginning at a point on the 
centerline of Turnagain Arm Sou'h 45 degrees West of the 
centerline intersection of Victor Road and West One 
Hundredth Avenue; thence North 45 degrees East to said 
intersection; thence northerly on Victor Road to Straw­
berry Road; thence easterly on Strawberry Road to the
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centerline of Minnesota Drive extended-. ‘hence northerly 
on said centerline to the centerline of Dowling Road ex­
tended; thence easterly on said centerline to Arctic Boule­
vard extended; thence northerly along said extension of 

Arctic Boulevard to West Forty-fourth Avenue; thence 
westerly on West Forty-fourth Avenue to the Alaska Rail­
road Right of Way; thence southerly on said Right of Way 
to West Forty-sixth Avenue; thence westerly on West 
Forty-sixth Avenue to Northwood Drive, thence northerly 
on Northwood Drive to its intersection with Fish Creek; 
thence northerly and westerly along Fish Cveek to West 
Thirty-third Avenue; thence westerly along West Thirty- 
third Avenue to Wisconsin Boulevard; thence northerly on 
Wisconsin Boulevard to Northern Lights Boulevard; thence 
easterly on Northern Lights Boulevard to Spenard Thru­
way; thence northerly on Spenard Thru way and "L " Street 
to Knik Arm; thence northwesterly to the centerline of 
Knik Arm; thence following the centerline of Knik Arm, 
west of Fire Island, to its intersection with the centerline of 
Turnagain Arm; thence easterly on the centerline of Turn­
again Arm to the place of beginning.

13. Kenai-Cook Inlet — All of the Kcnai Peninsula 
Borough except that portion within the Seward Census 
Division of 1970 and that portion on the west side of Cook 
Inlet south of Chinitna Bay.

14. Kodiak —  All that area of Kodiak Island draining 
into Marmot Bay from the south, to but not including 
Kizhuyak Buy, into the Gulf of Alaska from the west; and 
into Ugak Bay from the north; and including Spruce Island, 
Woody Island, lamg Island, Ugak Island; and all other 
smaller islands offshore thereto.

15. Aleutian Chain — All of the 1970 Kodiak Census 

Division not included in the Kodiak District and all of the 
1970 Aleutian Island Census Division; also including the 
Semidi Islands and Chirikof Islands.

10. Bristol Bay —  All of the mainland area draining 

into Cook Inlet and Nhelikof Strait from Chinitna Bay on 
the north to and including Kujulik Bay on the south, also 
Sutwik Island, and all of the mainland urea draining into 
Bristol Bay; and all of the mainland drain ng into Kuskok 
wim Bay to ana t not including Kck on '.lie Kuskokwim 
River on the north u d to and includin" Lunik Buy on the 
west
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17. Bethel —  All that area draining into the Bering Sea 
or watirs thereof from Hazen Bay on the north to but not 
including Kinak Bay on the south; and that area drained by 
the Kuskokwim River to ar.d including the Aniuk River on 
the north and to and including Eek on the south; and St. 
Matthew Island, Nunivak Island, and the smaller islands 
offshore thereto.

%  18. Wade Hampton —  All that area draining into the
Bering Sea from Kwikpak at the mouth of the Yukon on 
the north to acd including Hazen Bay on the south; and 
that area drained by the Yukon River from the coast to and 
including Big Cr>ok above Ruby on the no'th, but exclud­
ing that portio.i of the Koyukuk drainage above Alatna.

19. YukonTanana —  A l l  that area outside the Fair­
banks Election District drained by the Yukon and Tanana 
Rivers from Big Creek drainage above Ruby on the Yukon 
to the Canadian border; all that area of the Koyukuk River 
drainage above Alatna; and also including that area of the 
Copper River drainage north of a point midway between 
Gulkana and Copper Center.

20. Fairbanks — All of the Fairbanks Census District 
identical with the limits of the North Star Borough, and 
that area along the Steese Highway, outside of the Fairbanks 

North Star Borough, on the north to and including Central 
and its outskirts; and the following areas adjacent to the 

Fuirbanks No.th Star Borough on the south, Fort Greely 
Military Reservation and the Shaw Creek drainage.

21 ‘irrow-Kobuk —  All that arcM draining into 
Kotzebue .sound and the Arctic Ocean including the islands 
offshore thereto, to and including the drainage of the 

Kobuk River on the west to the Canadian border; also in­
cluding that portion of Baldwin Peninsula west of latitude 
101 degrees; und the village of Anaktuvuk Pass.

22. Nome — All that area draining into Norton Sound, 
Bering Strait and Kotzebue Sound, including the islands 
offshore thereto, from but not including Kwikpak at the 
mouth of the Yukon River to the south, to but not includ­
ing the Kobuk River drainage on the north; and including 
St. Lawrence Island.
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ARTICLE X V

To provide an orderly transition from a territori­
al to a state form o f  govern,nent, it is declared and 
ordained:

S C H E D U L E  O F  TRANSITIONAL M E A S U R E S

Continuance
Laws

Savings of 
Existing 
Rights and 
Liabilities

Local
Government

Continuance 
of Office

Corresponding
Qualifications

SECTION 1. All laws in force in the Territory of 
Alaska on the effective date of this constitution 
and consistent therewith shall continue in force 
until they expire by their own limitation, are 
amended, or repealed.

SECTION 2. Except as otherwise provided in 
this constitution, all rights, titles, actions, suits, 
contracts, and liabilities and all civil, criminal, or 
administrative proceedings shall continue unaffect­
ed by the change from territorial to state govern­
ment, and the State shall be the legal successor to 
the Territory in these matters.

SECTION 3. Cities, school districts, health dis­
tricts, public utility districts, and other lotal sub 
divisions of government existing on the effective 
date of this constitution shall continue to exercise 
their powers and functions under law, pending en­
actment of legislation to carry out the provisions 
of this constitution. New local subdivisions of gov­
ernment shall be created only in accordance with 
this constitution.

SECTION *1. All officers of the Territory, or 
under its law, on the effective dute of this constitu­
tion shull continue to perform the duties o f their 
offices in u manner consistent with this constitu­
tion unti' they ure superseded by officers o f the 
State.

SECTION 5. Residence, citizenship, or other 
qualifications under the Territory may be used

SI



Governor to
Proclaim
Election

First State 
Elections

United States 
Senators and 
Representative

toward the fulfillment of corresponding qualifica­
tions required by this constitution.

SECTION 6. When the people o f the Territory 
ratify this constitution and it is approved by the 
duly constituted authority of the United States, 
the governor of the Territory shall, within thirty 
days after receipt o f the official notification of 
such approval, issue a proclamation and take neces­
sary rr asures to hold primary and general elec­
tions for all state elective offices provided for by 
this constitution.

SECTION 7. The primary election shall take 
place not less than forty nor more than ninety days 
after the proclamation by the governor of the Ter­
ritory. The general election shall take place not less 
than ninety days after the primary election. The 
elections shall be governed by this constitution and 
by applicable territorial laws.

SECTION 8. The officers to be elected at the 
first general election shall incl de two senators and 
one representative to serve in the Congress o f the 
United States, unless senators and a representative 
have been previously elected and seated. One sena­
tor shall be elected for the long term and one sena­
tor for the short term, each term to expire on the 
third day of January in an odd-numbered year to 
be determined by authority o f the United States. 
The term of the representative shall expire on the 
third day of January in the odd-numbered year 
immediately following his assuming office. If the 
first representative is elected in an even-numbered 
year to take office in that year, a representative 
shal1 be elected at the same time to fill the full 
term commencing on the third day of January of 
the following year, and the same person muy be 
elected for both terms.



Governor and 
Lieutenant 
Governor: 
Terms
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First State 
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Election
Returns

Assumption 
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SECTION 3. The first governor and lieutenant 
governor shall hold office for a term beginning 
with the day on which they assume office and 
ending at noon on the first Monday in December 
of the even-numbered year following the next 
presidential election. This term shall count as a 
full term for purposes of determining eligibility 
for reelection only if it is four years or more in 
duration.

(The amendment to this section was approvrd by the voters
01 the state August 25, i970 and became effective October 10. 
1970. The words "secretary of state" were changed to "lieutenant 
governor".)

SECTION 10. At the first state general election, 
one senator shall be chosen for a two-year term 
from each of the following senate districts, describ­
ed in Section 2 of Artich XIV: A, B, D, E, G, I, J, 
L, N, and O. At the same election, one senator 
shall be chosen for a four-year term from each of 
the following senate districts, described in Section
2 of Article XIV: A, C, E, F, H. J, K, M, N, and F.

SECTION 11. The first state legislators shall 
hold office for a term beginning with the day on 
which they assume office and ending at noon on 
the fourth Monday in January after the next gener­
al election, except that senators elected for fo'ir- 
year te rn s  shall serve an additional two years 
thereafter. If the first general elpction is held in an 
even-numb.*rod year, it shall be deemed to be the 
general election for that year

SECTION 12. The returns of the first general 
election shall be made, canvassed, and certified in 
the manner pr« scribed by law. The governor of the 
Territory shall certify the results to the President 
of the United States.

SECTION 13. When the President o f the United 
States issues a proclamation announcing the results 
of the election, and the State has been admitted
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into the Union, the officers elected and qualified 
shall assume office.

SECTION 14. The governor shall call a special 
session of the first state legislature within thirty 
days after the presidential proclamation unless a 
regular session of the legislature falls within that 
period. The special session shall no t be limited as 
to duration.

SECTION 15. The provisions of Section 5 of 
Article II shall not prohibit any member of the 
.irst state legislature from holding any office or 
position created during his first term.

SECTION 16. The first members o f the judicial 
council shall, notwithstanding Section 8 o f Article 
IV, be appointed for terms as follows: three a tto r­
ney members for one, three, and five years respec­
tively, and three non-attorney members for two, 
four, and six years respectively. The six members 
so appointed shall, in accordance with Section 5 of 
Article IV, submit to the governor nominations to 
fill the initial vacancies on the superior court and 
the supreme court, including the office o f chief 
justice. After the initial vacancies on the superior 
and supreme courts are filled, the chief justice shall 
assume his seat on the judicial council.

SECTION 17. Until the courts provided for in 
Article IV are orgai ized, the courts, their jurisdic­
tion, and the judic al syst» n shall remain as consti­
tuted on the date of admission unless otherwise 
provided by law. When the state courts are orga­
nized, new actions shall be commenced and filed 
therein, and all causes, other than those under the 
juii action o f the United States, pending in the 
courts existing on the date o f admission, s**all be 
transferred to the proper state court as .hough 
commenced, filed, or lodged in those couru> in the 
first instance, except as otherwise provided by law.
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SECTION 18. The debts ar.d liabilities o f the 
Territory of Alaska shall be assumed and paid by 
the State, e . 1 debts owed to the Territory shall be 
collected by the State Assets and records o f the 
Territory shall become the property of the State.

SECTION 19. The first reapportionment o f the 
house of representatives shall be made immediately 
following the official reporting of the 1960 decen­
nial census, or after the first regular legislative ses­
sion if the session occurs thereafter, notw ithstand­
ing the provisions as to  time contained \ i  Section 3 
of Article VI. All other provisions of Article VI 
shall apply in the first reapportionment.

SECTION 20. The capital o f the State o f Alaska 
shtJ' be at Juneau.

SECTION 21. The seal of the Territory, sub­
stituting the word “S ta te" for “Territory”, shall 
be the seal o f the State.

SECTION 22. The flag o f the Territory shall be 
the flag of the State.

SECTION 23. Citizens who legally voted in the 
general election o f November 4, 1924, and who 
meet the residence requirements for voting, shall be 
entitled to vote notwithstanding the provisions of 
Section 1 of Article V.

SECTION 24. Ordinance No. 1 on ratification of 
the constitution, Ordinance No. 2 on the Alaska- 
Tennessee Plan, and Ordinance No. 3 on the aboli­
tion o f fish traps, adopted by the Alaska Constitu­
tional Convention and appended to this constitu­
tion, shall be submitted to the voters and if ratified 
shall become effective as provided in each ordi­
nance.

SECTION 25. This constitution shall take effect 
immediately upon the admission of Alaska into the 
Union as a state.
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Agreed upon by the delegates in Constitutional Convention 
assembled at the university o f Alaska, this fifth day o f  February, in 
the year o f our Lord one thousana nine hundred and fifty-six, and o f 
the Independence o f the United States the one hundred and eightieth.

R. ROLLAND ARMSTRONG 
DOROTHY J. AWES 
FRANK BARR 
JOHN C. BOSWELL 
SEABORN J. BUCKALEW, JR. 
JOHN B. COGHILL 
E. B. COLLINS 
GEORGE D. COOPER 
JOHN M. CROSS 
EDWARD V. DAVIS 
JAMES P. DOOGAN 
TRUMAN C. EMBERG 
HELEN FISCHER 
VICTOR FISCHER 
DOUGLAS GRAY 
THOMAS C. HARRIS 
JOHN S. HELLENTHAL 
MILDRED R. HERMANN 
KATHERINE D. NORDALE 
FRANK PERATRG /ICH 
CHRIS POULSEN 
PETER L. READER 
BURKE RILEY 
RALPH J. RIVERS 
VICTOR C. RIVERS 
JOHN H. ROSSWOG 
B. D. STEWART

WM. A. EGAN 
President o f the Convention

HERB HILSCHER 
JACK HINCKEL 
JAMES HURLEY 
MAURICE T. JOHNSON 
YULE F. KiLCHER 
LEONARD H. KING 
WILLIAM W. KNIGHT 
W. W. LAWS 
ELDOR R. LEE 
MAYNARD D. LONDBORG 
STEVE McCUTCHEON 
g e o r g e  m . McLa u g h l in  
ROBERT J. McNEALY 
JOHN A. McNEES 
M R. MARSTON 
IRWIN L. METCALF 
LESLIE NERLAND 
JAMES NOLAN 
W. O. SMITH 
GEORGE SUNDBORG 
DORAM. SWEENEY 
WARREN A. TAYLOR 
H. R. VANDERLEEST 
M. J. WALSH 
BARRIE M. WHITE 
ADA B. WIEN

ATTEST:
THOMAS B. STEWART 
Secretary o f the Convention
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o r d in a n c e  n o . 1
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Constitution

RATIFICATION OF CONSTITUTION
SECTION 1. The Constitution for the State of 

Alaska agreed upon by the delegates to the Alaska 
Constitutional Convention on February 5, 1956, 
shall be submitted to the voters o f Alaska for ratifi­
cation or rejection at the territorial primary elec­
tion to be held on April 24, 1956. The election 
shall be conducted according to existing laws regu­
lating primary elections so far as applicable.

SECTION 2. Each elector who offers to vote 
upon this constitution shall be given a ballot by the 
election judges which will be separate from the 
ballot on which candidates in the primary election 
are listed. Each o f the propositions offered by the 
Alaska Constitutional Convention shall be set forth 
separately, but on the same ballot form. The first 
proposition shall be as follows:

“Shall the Constitution for the
State of Alaska prepared and agreed Yef □
upon by the Alaska Consti. .tional
Convention be adopted?” No □
SECTION 3. The returns of this election shall be 

made to the governor o f the Territory o f Alaska, 
and shall be canvassed in substantially the manner 
provided by law for territorial elections.

SECTION 4. If a majority of the votes cast on 
the proposition favor the constitution, then the 
constitution shall be deemed to be ratified by the 
people o f Alaska to become effective as provided 
in the constitution.

SECTION 5. Upon ratification of the constitu­
tion, the governor of the Territory shall forthwith 
transmit a certified copy o f the constitution to the
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President of the United States for submission to 
the Congress, together with a statement of the 
votes cast for and against ratification.

Statement 
of Purpose

Ballot

Approval

Election of 
Senators and 
Representatives

ORDINANCE NO. 2
ALASKA-TENNESSEE PLAN

SECTION 1. The election o f senators and a rep­
resentative to Ferve in the Congress of the United 
States being necessary and proper to prepare for 
the  admission o f Alaska as a state o f the Union, the 
following sections are hereby ordained, pursuant to 
Chapter 46, SLA 1955:

SECTION 2. Each elector who offers to  vote 
upon the ratification of the constitution may, 
upon the same ballot, vote on a second proposi­
tion, which shall be as follows:

"Shall Ordinance Number Two 
(Alaska-Tennessee Plan) of the 
Alaska Constitutional Convention, Yes □ 
calling for the immediate election 
of two United States Senators and No □ 
one United States Representative, 
be adopted?”
SECTION 3. Upon ratification o f the constitu­

tion by the people of Alaska and separate approval 
o f this ordinance by a majority of all votes cast for 
and against it. the remainder o f this ordinance shall 
become effective.

SECTION 4. Two United States senators and 
one United States representative shall be chosen at 
the 1956 general election.
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SECTION 5. One senator shall be chosen for the 
regular term expiring on January 3, 1963, and the 
other fo r an initial short term expiring on January 
3, 1961, unless when they are seated the Senate 
prescribes other expiration dates. The representa­
tive shall be chosen for the regular term of two 
years expiring January 3,1959.

SECTION 6. Candidates for senators and repre­
sentative shall have the qualifications prescribed in 
the  Constitution of the United States and shall be 
qualified voters o f Alaska.

SECTION 7. Until the admission o f Alaska as a 
state, the senators and representative may also hold 
o r be nominated and elected to other offices o f the 
United States o r of the Territory o f Alaska, pro­
vided tha t no person may receive compensation for 
more than one office.

SECTION 8. Except as provided herein, th e  laws 
o f the Territory governing elections to  the office o f 
Delegate to  Congress shall, to  the extent applica­
ble, govern the election of the senators and repre­
sentative. Territorial and other officials shall per­
form their duties wuh reference to this election 
accordingly.

SECTION 9. Persons not representing any politi­
cal party may become independent candidates for 
the offices of senator or representative by filing 
applications in the manner provided in Section 
38-6-10, ACLA 1949, insofar as applicable. Appli­
cations must be filed in the office o f the director 
of finance of the Territory on or before June 30, 
1956.

SECTION 10. Party nominations for senators 
nd representative shall, for this election only, be 

made by party conventions in the manner pre­
scribed in Section 38-4-11, ACLA 1949, for filling
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a vacancy it. a party nomination occurring after a 
primary election. The names o f the candidates 
nominated shall be certified by the chairman and 
secretary o f the central committee of each political 
party to the director of finance o f the Territory on 
or before June 30,1956.

SECTION 11. The director o f finance shall cer­
tify the names o f all candidates for senators and 
representative to the clerks o f court b' July 15, 
1956. The clefks o f court shall cause the names to 
be printed on the official ballot for the general 
election. Independent candidates shall be identified 
as provided in Section 38-5-10, ACLA 1949. Can­
didates nominated at party conventions shall be 
identified with appropriate party designations t s is 
provided by law for nominations at primary elec­
tions.

SECTION 12. The ballot form shall group sepa­
rately the candidates seeking the regular senate 
term, those seeking the short senate term, and can­
didates for representative. 'I'he candidate for each 
office receiving the largest number of votes cast for 
that office shall be elected.

SECTION 13. The duties and emoluments o f the 
offices of senator and representative shall be as 
prescribed by luw.

SECTION 14. The president of the Alaska Con­
stitutional Convention, or a person designated by 
him, may assist in carrying out the purposes o f this 
ordinance. The unexpended and unobligated funds 
appropriated to the Alaska Constitutional Conven­
tion by Chapter 46, SLA 1955, may be used to 
defray expenses attributable to the referendum and 
the election required by this ordinance.

SECTION 15. If the Congress of the Unitco 
States seats the senators and representative elected 
pursuant to  this ordinunce and approves the con­
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stitution before the find, election o f state officers, 
then Section 25, o f Article XV shall be void and 
shall be replaced by the following:

“The provisions o f the constitution applicable 
to the first election of state officers sh r  ♦»»* 1 
effect immediately upon the admission of 
into the Union as a state. The remaind. 
constitution shall take effect when the ,ed 
governor takes office.”

ORDINANCE NO. 3
ABOLITION OF FISH TRAPS
SECTION 1. Each elector who offers to  vote 

upon the ratification of the constitution may, 
upon the same ballot, vote on a third proposition, 
which shall be as follows:

“Shall Ordinance Number Three 
of the Alaska Constitutional Con- Yes □ 
vention, prohibiting the use of fish 
traps for the taking of salmon for No □ 
commercial purposes in the coastal 
waters of the State, be adopted?”
SECTION 2. If the constitution shall be adopted 

by the electors and if a majority o f all the votes 
cast for and against this ordinanco favor its adop­
tion, then the following shall become operative 
upon the effective d»te o f the constitution:

"As a matter of immediate public necessity, 
to relieve economic distress among individual 
fishermen und those dependent upon them for u 
livelihood, to conservo the rapidly dwindling 
supply o f salmon in Alaska, to insure fair com­
petition among those engaged in commercial

h i



fishing, and to make manifest the w ill of the 
people of Alaska, the use of fish traps for 
the taking of salmon for commercial purposes 
is hereby prohibited in all the coastal waters 
of the Sta te ."

62



Year of 
Legislative 

Action

WTO**

TiUe

oUl

1966 "Proposing that the Con- 
stitutlon o f the State o f 
Alaska be amended to  per­
m it the residency require­
ments for voting for the 
President and Vice President 
of the United States to be 
prescribed by law.”

1968 "Proposing amendments to 
the Constitution of the 
State of Alaska providing 
for the disqualification, 
suspension, removal from 
office, retirement and 
censure of justices and 
judges, and providing for
a Commission on Judicial 
Qualification."

1969 “ Proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution o f the 
State of Alaska establish­
ing the voting age at 18 
years.”

1970 “ Proposing that the Consti­
tution of the State of Alas­
ka be amended by changing 
the name o f the secretary of 
state to lieutenant gover­
nor.”

1970 “ Proposing amendments 
to the judiciary article 
of the Alaska Constitu­
tion relating to the office 
of the chief justice of the 
supreme court.”

Legislative
Reference

SJR 1

Election 
Date 

Aug. 23, 1966

Certification
Date

Sept. 9, 1966

Effective
Date

Oct. 9.1966

Provisions
Affected
Article V, 
sec. 1

2d FCCS SCS 
CSHJR74

Aug. 27. 1968 Sept. 11,1968 Oct. 11, 1968 Article IV, 
sec. 10, 13

HJR 7

SJR 2

Aug. 26.1970 Sept. 10. 1970 Oct. 10.1970 Article V.
sec. 1

FCCS SCS 
CSHJR 11

Aug. 26. 1970 Sept. 10, 1970 Oct. 10.1970

Aug. 26. 1970 Sept. 10. 1970 Oct. 10, 1970

Article III, 
•ec. 7-11, 
13-16. 2b; 
Article XI. 
tec. 2-6; 
Article X III, 
sec. 1, 3
Article IV. 
sec. 2. 16



Year ofLegislative
Action Title

Legislative
Reference

1970

1971

1972

1972

1972

1972

1973

"P ro po s in g  an am en dm en t 
to the Constitution of the 
State o f Alaska eliminating 
the requirement o f ability 
to read or apeak English 
as a prerequisite to voting.”
"Amending the exclusive 
right o f fisheries provision 
of the Constitution of the 
State o f Alaska.”

"Proposing an amendment 
to the civil rights section 
of the Constitution of 
the State of Alaska."
"Proposing all amendment 
to the Constitution of the 
State o f Alaska insuring 
the Individual's right of p ri­
vacy."
"Proposing an amendment 
to the Constitution of the 
State o f Alaska regarding 
residency r< tuirements for 
voting in state and local 
elections."
"Amending thu local govern­
ment article of the Constitu­
tion o f the State of Alaska 
relating to representation of 
cities on borough assemblies.'
“ Proposing an amendment 
to the amendment and revi­
sion section of the Constitu­
tion o f the State of Alaska."

HJR 61 am S

HCS CbSJR 10

HJR 102

HCS SJR 68

HJR 126 am S

SJR 62

H JR  20

Election
Date

Aug. 26, 1970

Aug. 22, 1972 

Aug. 22. 1972 

Aug. 22. 1972

Aug. 22. 1972

Aug. 22. 1972

Aug. 27. 197-4

Certification Effective 
Date Date

Sept. 10.1970 Oct. 10,1970

Sept. 14.1072 G it. 14, 1972

Sept. 14, 1972 Oct. 14. 1972

Sept. 14. 1972 Oct. 14. 1972

Sept. 14. 1972 Oct. 14. 1972

Sept. 14. 1972 Oct. 14. 1972

Sept. 12. 1974 Oct. 12. 1974

Proviaio na 
Affected

Article V, 
sec. 1

Article VIH. 
sec. 3

Article I. 
tec. 3

Article I. 
sec. 22

Article V. 
sec. 1

Article X, 
tec. 4

Article X III. 
sec. 1



Y ear of 

Legialative 

Action Title
Legialative

Reference

Election

Date

1975 “ A m e n d in g  th e  C o n s t i t u t io n  
o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la i k a  to  
p r o v id e  f o r  r o n i t d e r a t io n  o f  
v e to e d  b i l l s

1976 " P r o p o s in g  a n  a m e n d m e n t  
t o  th e  A la s k a  C o n s t i t u t io n ,  
e s t a b l i s h in g  a n  A la s k a  P e rm ­
a n e n t  F u n d  f o r  c e r t a in  p r o ­
c e e d s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  n o n ­
r e n e w a b le  r e s o u r c e s .”

i. u S  C S H JR  11 N o v . 2 . 1976

S C S  C S S S  H JR  
89 ( R e s o u r c e s )  
a m  S

N o v . 2 . 1976

Certification Effective

Date Date

N o v . 23 .1976 D e c . 28, 1976

N o v .  23,1976 F e b .  21 .1977

A n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  th e  C o n s t i t u t io n  b e c o m e s  e f f e c t i v e  30 d a y s  a f t e r  
th e  d a te  o f  c e r t i f i c a t io n  o f  t h e  e le c t io n  u n le s s  o t h e rw is e  p r o v id e d  In  
th e  a m e n d m e n t .  ( A r t i c le  X I I I ,  te c .  1)

Provisions

Affected

A r t i c le  I I .  
s e c . 6 , 9

A r t i c le  IX ,  
s e c .  7 ,1 6
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^laalrn Court j^trstcm

^tatc of (Alaoka
303 K  STR EET  

ANCH O RAGE. A LA SK A  99501
RICHARD P. BARR I ER 

D e p u t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r O FF IC E  O F  A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  D IREC TO R (907) 274-8611

R o c k y  P l o t n i c k  
H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
1 0 1 6  W e s t  6 t h  A v e n u e ,  S u i t e  2 0 1  
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 1

D e a r  R o c k y :

T h e  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t r a v e l  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  D u r i n g  
F i s c a l  Y e a r  1 9 7 9 ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  e x p e n d e d  a  t o t a l  o f  
$ 7 4 , 0 0 0  o n  t r a v e l .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  t r a v e l  < f  t h e  j u s t i c e s ,  
s t a f f  o f  t h e  C l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  L a w  
C l e r k s  t o  A l a s k a  a n d  w i t h i n  A l a s k a ,  a n d  r . e v e r a l  o t h e r  
m i n o r  c h a r g e s  i n t o  t h e  t r a v e l  a c c o u n t s .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h e  t r a v e l  w a s  d o n e  b y  t h e  j u s t i c e s  a n d  t h e  C l e r k  o f  
C o u r t .  T h e r e f o r e  I  am  a t t a c h i n g  a  l i s t i n g  o f  a l l  
t r a v e l  t a k e n  b y  t h e s e  e m p l o y e e s  d u r i n g  F i s c a l  Y e a r  
1 9 7 9 .

I f  y o u  n e e d  a n y  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  S u p r e m e  
T r a v e l  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w .

D e p u t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i r e c t o r

E n c l o s u r e

i
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1 9  8 * 3 7
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8 7 7 * 9 9
2 8 5 * 3 2
1 0  2 * 1 2

3 5 * 0 0  
7 1 2 * 8 6
3 6 3 * 0 2
3 1 7 * 2 7  
1 3 0 * 1 2  

2 2 2 * 1 2 

1 2 0 * 1 2  

2 5 3 * 1 2
5 5 5 *  9 7

5 1 * 0 6
1 8  0 * 3 4  

1 3 3 * 1 2

4 2 8 * 0 0
2 3 4 * 0 6
1 8  9 * 6 2  

1 2 3 * 1 2

1 9  7 * 6 2  

1 8  9 * 1 2

1 1 3 2 7 * 5 4
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Jay A. Rcbinowtiz 

Fairbanks

Date

Where

Traveled

7/17-18/78 Anchorage

8/11-12/78 Anchorage

8/24/79 Anchorage

9/13-14/78 Anchorage

9/19-22/78 Anchorage

9/27-29/79 Ketchikan

10/04/78 Anchorage

10/05/78 Wash., D.C.

10/13/78 Anc./Fbks.

10/15-21/78 Anchorage

10/28-29/78 Anchorage

11/02/78 Anchorage

11/08-09/78 Anchorage

11/20/78 Anchorage

11/13-17/78 Anchorage

11/26-28/78 Juneau

12/03-08/78 Juneau/

Anchorage

12/07/78 Kenai

12/12/78 Anchorage

12/17-19/79 Anchorage

12/27-30/78 W a s h . , D.C.

1/05/79 Anchorage

1/10/79 Anchorage

1/11/79 A n c h . / J n o .

1/12/79 Anchorage

1/23-26/79 Anchorage/

Juneau

2/19-23/79 Anchorage

2/05-08/79 Juneau

3/13-14/79 Anchorage

3/23/79 Anchorage

03/30/79 Juneau

4/02-06/79 Anchorage

4/09-13/79 Anchorage

4/18/79 Anchorage

4/26/79 Anchorage

5/18/79 Anchorage

5/21/79 Anchorage

5/29-30/79 Anchorage

6/04/79 Anchorage

6/07-14/79 Sitka/

Juneau

6/22-23/79 Anchorage

6/26-29/79 Anchotage

Purpose of Travel

Conference-Supreme Court 

Conference-Supreme Court 
Conference-Supreme Court 

Conference-Supreme Court 

Oral Argument in Anchorage 

Supreme Oral Arguments 

Conference-Supreme Court 

TR 117728 

TR 123771
Oral Argrats-Elec./Recount case 

Crim. Just. Seminar/AFN Times 

JuJicial Council Meeting 

Conference-Supreme Cou*-t 

Conf. of Chief of Police 

Conference - Supreme Court 

Oral Arguments/Conference 

Swearing in Gov., Lt.Gov./

Oral Arguments-Anch.

TR 044596 

TR 124754

Supr. Ct. &  Judicial Council 

Administrative Matters 

Court Duties 

TR 124759
Conference-Supreme Court 

Court Duties 

Admin. Meeting/

Legis. Meeting 

Conference-Supreme Court 

State Judiciary/Oral Argmta. 

Oral Arguments 

Mag. Training/Admin. Conf.

TR 164018 

Court Business 

Oral Arguments 

Conference-Supreme Court 

Trial Calendaring Meeting 

Trial Calendaring Meeting 
Conference-Supreme Court 

Oral Argument/Conference 
Conference-Supreme Court 

Judicial Conference/
Oral Arguments 

Memorial Services 

Conference-Supreme Court

Cost of Travel 

Per Diem Fare Total

87.50 102.12 189.12

95.50 102.12 197.62
21.00 102.12 123.12
87.50 102.12 189.62

183.00 51.06 234.06

136.50 291.50 428.00

31.00 102.12 133.12

180.34 180.34

51.06 51.06

453.85 102.12 555.97
151.00 102.12 253.12

26.00 102.12 128.12
120.00 102.12 222.12
18.00 102.12 130.12

215.15 102.12 317.27

159.25 204.58 363.82

371.25 341.61 712.86

35.00 35.00

102.12 102.12
183.20 102.12 285.32

209.25 668.74 877.99
38.00 117.44 155.44

102.12 102.12
29.60 187.70 217.30

29.00 102.12 131.12

179.70 272.18 451.88

270.25 102.12 372.37
217.05 234.41 451.46

105.55 102.12. 207.67

27. JO 102.12 127.12

238.93 238.93
255.00 204.24 459.24

261.25 102.12 363.37
30.00 102.12 132.12
29.00 102.12 131.12
21.00 102.12 123.12
30.00 102.12 132.12

104.85 117.43 222.28
37.00 102.12 139.12

418.75 519.78 938.53
96.25 102.12 198.37

214.85 108.00 322.85



3 2 8 6 6
1 2  0 9 7 0

2 2 9 6 6
1 7 3 6 6
2 7 6 1 6
5 6 3 1 1
1 7 0 4 1
1 0 9 6 6

1 7  4 0 5 9
1 8 7 1 6
6 2 5 1 1

2 3 3 4
2 6 6 6 6
2 9 0 6 6
5 8 1 9 3

6 0 0
5 3 5 9 3
2 4 8 1 6
4 2 4 9 9
5 9 9 0 9
2 9 7 9 1
5 9 9 1 9
3 5 5 1 6
2 8 2 0 0

1 0  2 1 1 9 0
•  —
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Robert Boochever 

Juneau
Where Cost of Travel

Date Traveled Purpose of Travel Per Diem Fare Total

7/16/78 Anchorage Conference-Supreme Court 157.50 171.16 328.66

7/29-8/3/78 Vermont Chief Justice Conference 407.00 802.70 1209.70

8/9-11/78 Anchorage Judicial C o u ncil/Supr. Court 157.50 171.16 228.66

8/24/78 Anchorage Conference-Supreme Court 2.50 171.16 173.66

9/13-14/78 Anchorage Conference-Supreme Court 105.00 171.16 276.16

9/1/-22/78 Anc h . / F b k s . Supreme Court Sessions 315.50 247.61 563.11

9/28-29/78 Ketchikan Supreme Court Sessions 83.00 95.41 178.41

10/13/78 Anchorage Supreme Court Conference 8.50 171.16 189.66

10/15-29/78 East Coast 

via Anch.

Supreme Court Conf. & 

Session/Interview Law Clerk

Applicants at Law Schools 863.23 877.36 1740.59

11/8/78 Anchorage Supr. Ct. Admin. Conference 16.00 171.16 187.16

12/03-08/78 ANC/FBK/KEN Supreme Court Sessions 332.50 292.61 625.11

12/09/78 Juneau Upgrade of return ticket 23.34 23.34

12/17-19/78 Anchorage Supreme Court Conference 95.50 171.16 266.66

1/11-12/79 Anchorage Supreme Court Conference 119.50 171.16 290.66

1/14-19/79 A n c h ./ F b k s . Supreme Court Session 343.00 238.93 581.93

2/04/79 Anchorage Excess Baggage 6.00 6.00
3/12-16/79 A n c h . / F b k s . Supreme Court Sessions 297.00 238.93 535.93

4/04-06/79 Anchorage Supreme court Conference 177.00 171.i6 248.16

4/09-13/79 Anchorage Supreme Court Sessions 279 50 145.49 424.99

5/06-11/79 Anc h . / F b k s . Supreme Court Sessions 3 5 6 . T5 242.34 599.09

5/20-21/79 Anchorage Supreme Court Conference 126.7:' 171.16 297.91

5/23-25/79 Chicago Exec.Comm.Chief Just. Conf. 135.75 463.44 599.19

5/28-30/79 Anchorage Supreme Court Conference 184.00 171.16 355.16

6/10-13/79 Sitka Judicial Conference 218 75 64.24 282.



Edmond W. Burke

Where Cost of Travel

Date Traveled Purpose of Travel Per Diem Fare Total

8/28-9/1/78 Spearfish,SD Six-State Jud. Conference 350.00 424.00 774.00
9/18/78 Fairbanks Oral Arguments 21.00 102.12 123.12
9/27-28/78 Ketchikan Conference/Oral Arguments 87.50 244.49 331.99

11/13/78 Fairbanks Oral Argements 21.00 102.12 123.12
11/26-28/78 Juneau Oral Arguments/Court Conf. 151.25 196.83 348.08
12/04/78 Fairbanks Oral Arguments 21.00 102.12 123.12
12/08/78 Kenai Oral Arguments -0- 35.00 35.00
3/15/79 Fairbanks Oral Arguments 96.25 117.44 213.69
5/10-11/79 Fairbanks Oral Arguments 109.00 102.12 211.12
6/09-14/79 Sitka Judical Conference 247.00 180.08 427.08

6/25/79 Fairbanks Oral Arguments 17.00 102.12 119-12

7 7  4 0 0

1 2 3 1 2

3 3 1 9 9

1 2 3 1 2

3 4 B 0 8

1 2 3 1 2

3 5 0 0

2 1 3 6 9

2 1 1 1 2

4 2 7 0 6

1 1 9 1 2

2 8 2 9 4 4
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Roger G. Connor

Where Cost of Tra vcl
Date Traveled Purpose of Travel Per Diem Fare Total

7/14-31/78 Idaho Speak at Judicial Conference 344.50 358.70 703.20
9/17-18/78 Fairbanks Oral Arguments 104.60 102.12 206.72
9/26-29/78 Jno./Ketch. Conference & Oral Arguments 237.06 247.73 484.79

11/12-13/78 Fairbanks Oral Arguments 101.50 102.12 203.62
10/20-11/6/78 Calif./Ore. West. Reg. Conf. and interview

Law Clerks. 704.28 502.50 1206.78
11/26-28/78 Juneau Oral Arguments/Conference 156.25 171.16 327.41
12/03-04/78 Fairbanks Oral Arguments 104.60 102.12 206.72
12/05-14/78 Miami Natl. Center for State Courts 362.50 746.50 1109.00

1/18-19/79 Fairbanks Oral Arguments 105.50 102.12 207.62
1/24-26/79 uneau Administrative Meeting 129.95 171.16 301.11

3/05-09/79 Juneau Oral Arguments/Law Conf. 242.45 171.16 413.61
5/09-11/79 Fairbanks Oral Argume; s 150.00 102.12 252.12
06/13-14/79 Juneau Oral Arguments 105.25 207.72 312.97
06/24-25/79 Fairbanks Oral Arguments 104.50 102.12 206.62



John Dioond

Where Cost of Travel

Date______________Traveled_________Purpose of Travel________________ Per Diem___ Fare_______ Total

9/20-21/78 Anchorage Supreme Court Session 114.60 171.16 285.76

10/15-21/78 Anchorage Supreme Court Session 342.90 171.16 514.06

1/15-19/79 Anch./Fbks. Supreme Court Sessions 333.40 171.16 504.56

1/17/79 A n c . to Fbks. Supreme Court Session 117.43 117.43

2/19-23/79 Anchorage Supreme Court Conference 297.50 171.16 468.66

3/13-16/79 A n c h . / F b k s . Supreme Court Sessions 241.50 238.93 480.43

4/09-10/79 Anchorage Supreme Court Session 127.50 171.16 298.66

5/06-11/79 A n c h . / F b k s . Supreme Court Sessions 374.30 238.98 613.28

6/26-27/79 Anchorage Supreme Court Session 143.15 171.16 314.31

2 8 5 * 7 6  

5 1 4 * 0 6  

5 0 4 * 5 6  

1 1 7 * 4 3  

4 6 8 * 6 6  

4 8 0 * 4 3 

2 9 8 * 6 6  

6 1 3 * 2 8  

3 1 4 * 3 1  

3 5 9 7 * 1 5

O i m e r , c /  0 * T



Warren W. Matthews, Jr.

Where Cost of Travel

Date Traveled Purpose of Travel Per Diem Fare Total

09/18/78 Fairbanks Oral Argument 27.75 102.12 129.87

9/27-10/3/79 Jno./Ketch. Conference/Oral Argument 90.50 244.49 334.99

10/25-11/2/78 San Fran. Western Regional Conf. 442.07 254.54 696.61

11/13/78 Fairbanks Oral Argument 19.00 102.12 121.12
11/26-28/78 Juneau Oral Argument 151.25 171.16 322.41

12/04/78 Fairbanks Oral Argument 29.00 102.12 131.12

12/08/78 Kenai Oral Argument 7.50 35.00 42.50

1/19/79 Fairbanks Oral Argument 19.00 102.12 121.12
3/05-08/79 Juneau Oral Argument 223.75 171.16 394.91

3/15-16/79 Fairbanks Oral Argument 106.00 117.44 223.44

5/10-11/79 Fairbanks Oral Argument 93.00 102.12 195.12

6/10-14/79 Sitka/Juno. Judicial Conf./Oral Argument 304.25 207.74 511.9?

1 2 9 8 7
3 3 4 9 9

6 9 6 6 1

1 2 1 1 2

3 2 2 4 1

1 3 1 1 2

4 2 5 0

1 2 1 1 2

3 9 4 9 1

2 2 3 4 4

1 9 5 1 2

5 1 1 9 9

3 2 2 5 2 0



Robert D. Bacon 

Clerk of Supreme Court

Where Cost of Travel

Date______________Traveled_________Purpose of Travel________________ Per Diem___ Fare_______ Total

8/12-18/78 Wash. D. C.

to Juneau

8/18-25/78 -

9/28/78 Ketchikan

9/12-18/78 Anch./Fbks.

10/10-21/78 Anchorage

11/07-09/78 Anchorage

11/29-30/78 Anchorage

12/14/78 Anchorage

12/18-19/78 Anchorage

1/02-4/79 Fbks./Anch.

1/10-12/79 Anchorage

2/13-14/79 Anchorage

3/13-15/79 Anchorage

3/26-29/79 A n c h . / F b k s .

4/05/79 Anchorage

4/09-11/79 Anchorage

5/14-17/79 Anchorage

5/28-30/79 Anchorage

6/18-21/79 F b k s ./ A n c h .
6/07-09/79 Sitka

6/11-14/79 Sitka

6/26/79 Anchorage

Report to Juneau for duty 

as Clerk of Supreme Court/ 

Conference in L  chigan 

Temporary Living Per Diem 

Supreme Court Session 

Confer with Admin. Personnel 

Supr. Court Session./Admin. 

Supreme Court Conf/Admin. 

Administrative Matters 

Administrative Matters 

Supreme Court Conference 

Confer w/'h. Justice/Admin. 

Supr. Court Conf./Admin. 

Confer with Admin. Personnel 

Administrative Matters 

Administrtive Matters 

Administrarive Matters 

Supreme Court Session/Admin. 

Supreme Court Session/Admon. 

Supreme Court Session 

Confer w/Ch. Justice/Admin. 

Alaska Bar Convention 

Judical Conference 

Supreme Court Session

337.50 505.88 843.38

362.50 362.50
21.00 95.41 116.41

378.50 238.93 617.43
660.53 171.16 831.69
177.50 171.16 348.66
95.50 171.16 266.66
25.00 171.16 196.16
21.00 171.16 192.16

179.50 238.93 418.43
173.50 171.16 344.66
187.20 171.16 358.36
177.50 171.16 348.66

237.00 238.93 475.93
41.80 171.16 212.96

173.00 171.16 344.16
240.50 171.16 411.66
169.50 171.16 340.66
246.40 225.88 472.28
155.00 128.48 283.46

202.27 128.48 330.75
50.00 138.24 188.24



Connie Staska 

Chief Deputy Clerk

Where Cost of Travel
Date Traveled Purpose of Travel Per Diem Fare Total

7/17-18/78 Anchorage Confer w/Admin. Personnel 100.00 171.16 271.16
8/12-18/78 Michigan Natl. Appellate Crt. Conf. 407.85 532.97 940.82

11/09/78 Anchorage Administrative Matters 13.00 171.16 184.16
11/29-30/78 Anchorage Administrative Matters 105.95 171.16 277.11
3/27/79 Anchorage Administrative Matters 28.00 171.16 199.16
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Methodology

This analysis is based on 1795 cases that began as misdemeanor 

charges and resulted in convictions during the two-year period between 

August 15, 1974 and August 14, 1976. The data contains offenses against 

state and municipal codes in Anchorage and Fairbanks. It was originally 

collected for purposes of our plea bargaining study.

The population source was the Judicial Information System 

records which are the official records of the .Alaska Court System. The 

Technical Operations office of the court system (Mr. Merle Martin) 

furnished us with a listing of about 14,000^ misdemeanor convictions by 

case number for the two-year period of interest. On the basis of 

standard statistical procedures a sample size was determined that would 

be representative of this population. The size of the total sample was 

then increased to enhance its representativeness, and, as we wixl explain 

below, to allow for the overrepi*esentation of cases convicted after 

trials.

-  Although the official records for the piriod of the study 
are *no longer available, Merle Martin of Technical Opera­
tions estimated that there were approximately 14,400 mis­
demeanor convictions during this period.



The major hypothesis that was originally to be tested under 

the tederal grant concerned changes, if any, in plea/trial sentencing 

differentials--differences in sentences received by those convicted 

after trial vis-a-vis those who pled guilty. We sought to find out 

whether such differentials were affected by the new plea bargaining 

policy. Thus, it was important to sanple a sufficient number of cases 

that were convicted after trial. Since proportionately few cases actually 

went to trial, it was decided that all of the 309 trial cases during the 

two-year period (309 out of 14,000) should be included in the sample.

The remainder of the sample--i.e., the 1486 convictions that involved 

guilty pleas--were randomly selected from the Judicial Information 

Systems records using a standard sampling technique. According to this 

technique cases are selected according to random numbers taken from a 

table of random numbers. The overweighted trial convictions constituted

171 of the present sample N of 1795 cases, while randomly-selected

2/
guilty-plea sentences constituted the remaining 83%.—

The basic outcome variable of "sertence"--both jail and fine-- 

was adjusted to reflect periods of time and sums of money suspended from 

the sentence. Means (averages) of these adjusted or "net" sentences 

were then used in breakdown and analysis of variance procedures to

The 309 trial cases included 38 Black cases (28.11 of all 
Black cases in the sample), 37 Native cases (10.81 of all 
Native cases), and 21S White cases (18.21 of all White 
cases). This is fairly consistent with findings in our 
felony plea bargaining study indicating that Blacks go to 
trial more often that Whites and Natives go to trial least 
of all among the three groups.

-2-



compare sentences across different subpopulations or groups. Thus, for 

instance, mean sentences can be broken down according to the level of 

severity of the defendant's prior record, by his racial group, by whether 

the conviction was by guilty plea or trial, or by several of these 

variables at once. The likelihood of receiving probation is expressed by 

the proportion (in per cent) of a subpopulation that receives a zero 

jail sentence.

For purposes of analysis we classified misdemeanor offenses 

according to five broad categories that we believed reflected some sub­

stantive similarity. These include (1) Property, (2) Street Crimes, '3) 

Assaults, (4) Traffic and (5) 0MV1-EWI offenses. Representative offenses 

included in each of these categories are listed in footnote 3, infra.

Analysis Across All Five Offense Classes

The tables that follow deal primarily with mean (average) 

sentences. Jail times are in days and fines in dollar amounts. These 

mean sentences were computed only for defendants who received active 

sentences--that is, sentences of at least one day in jail. Thus, cases 

that rectived no active time (0 days in jail) are omitted from the 

computation.

Averaging in all offenses, Natives and Blacks received sub­

stantially longer jail sentences than Whites (Table I). The mean jail

-3-



term for Natives (13.76 days) is 8370 longer than that of Whites (7.53 

days). The mean jail term for Blacks (11.06 days) is 68% higher than 

that of Whites.

TABLE I

OVERALL MEAN JAIL SENTENCES 
BY RACE (IN DAYS)

Blacks 11.06 (64)

Natives 13.76 (181)

Other 7.53 (286)

significant at .001

These mean sentences do not take into account the substantive 

nature of the convicted offenses or any other variables. Table II 

reflects a breakdown of mean sentences according to the type or class of 

misdemeanor at conviction.—^

3/
- For purposes of this analysis, misdemeanors were classified 

in five broad groups. These classes are not the same as 
those we used in the felony analysis. Class I: Property 
Offenses. Includes petty larceny, malicious destruction, 
concealent of merchandise, Joy riding, credit card theft, 
and misdemeanor enfcezzlanent. Class II: Street Crimes. 
Includes disorderly conduct, vagrancy, and prostitution- 
related offenses, and non-traffic alcohol offoises. Class 
III: Assaults. Includes simple assault and battery, "mis­
demeanor" assault with a dangerous weapon and misdemeanor 
weapons offenses. Class IV: Traffic Offenses. Include 
reckless driving, negligent drivingT aid failure to render 
assistance. Class V: CMVIs and DWI.



MSAN JAIL SENTENCES FOR EACH 
CLASS OF MISEEMEANOR BY RACE 

(IN DAYS)
(ACTIVE JAIL ONLY)

BLACKS NATIVES WHITES SIGNIFICANCE

PROPERTY 12.04 18.30 7.39 .001
(26) (78) (79)

STREET 13.84 6.18 8.66 NO
(19) (28) (53)

ASSAULTS 9.20 9.43 8.50 NO
(10) (23) _ (29)

TRAFFIC 10.00 20.33 6.88 .001
(1) (12) v76)

CMVI 3.75 11.00 6.94 .05
(8) (39) (100)

The above table indicates that mean Native jail sentences are
4/

substantially longer than those of whites for three of the misdemeanor 

types: property offenses (148% higher), traffic offenses (195% higher), 

and CMVI/EWIs (59% higher). Among street offenses, Natives received a 

less severe mean jail sentence than Whites (29% less than Whites).

Black mean sentences are substantially longer than White sentences 

in two classes of offense— property (63%) and street (60%).

Note that there are no appreciable differences in mean sentences 

among die three racial groups for misdemeanor assaults. This parallels

"Substantial has been operationally defined as a mean 
sentence 50% greater than the mean sentence for Whites.

5-
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the finding of our previous felony sentencing study in which Class 2 

(violent) offenses were apparently unaffected by any racial bias.

Another way of representing the overall differences in the

sentences received by the three racial groups is to compare the proportion

of each population receiving a categorical sentence. Five categories of

length of jail sentence were used in this analysis, including (1) no

active time (all suspended), (2) one to three days in jail, (3) four to

5/
seven days, (4) eight to fourteen days, and (5) over fifteen days.-*

Table III (a bar graph) represents in graphic form the proportion of

Black, Native and White defendants receiving these categorical sentences.

These categories were selected based on a frequency distri­
bution of all misdemeanor sentences. We were interested in 
utilizing a scheme where each level (or category) would have 
a substantial number of cases.



PROPORTION OF RACIAL GROUP
---------- (IFl)

■■■■nvi

P R O P O R T I O N  OF R A C I A L  S U B G R O U P S  
R E C E I V I N G  C A T E G O R I C A L  S E N T E N C E S

(135 Blacks = 100%)

(342 Natives = 1001)

(1180 Whites » 1001)

TOTAL N= 1657 (138 Missing Cases)

n Black

100%
90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%
10%

(Tl) (175) (834) 
53% 45% 75%

EL Native

(70) (C74) (1T0) 

15% 19% 12%
(17) (Tl) (57) 
12% 10% 6%

(TO) (72) (79) 
7% 10% 31

(T7) (74) (TO) 

13% 16% 4%



Prior Record

Tb-» severity of the defendant's prior criminal record shows a 

strong positive association with length of jail sentence. As Table IV 

shows, mean jail sentence increases as the prior record increases in 

severity. This table indicates that those defendants with the worse 

prior misdemeanor records (10 or more prior misdemeanor convictions) 

received longer mean sentences than those with two or more prior felony 

convictions.

TABLE IV

MEAN JAIL SENTENCES 
BY LEVEL OF SEVERITY OF 

PRIOR RECORD 
(IN DAYS)

(ACTIVE JAIL SENTENCES ONLY)

All Defendants______________________10.08_____________________ (566)

No prior record 7.42 (188)

1-3 misdemeanors 9.10 (195)

4-9 misdemeanors 10.20 (84)

10/more misdemeanors 19.00 (19)

2/more felonies 17.25 (/3)

t Given the relationship between severity of prior record and 
length of jail sentence it is important to insider the distribution of 

Natives and Whites within the prior-record variable. Perhaps Natives 

have considerably worse prior records than Whites, and perhaps this 

difference in prior records explains their longer mean jail sentences.



PROPORTION OF RACIAL 
GROUP BY LEVEL OF 

SEVERITY OF PRIOR RECORD 
(PROPORTION EXPRESSED IN 7.)

TABLE V

Natives \ hites
No prior record 287. 537.

(97) (623)

1-3 misdemeanors 387. 307.
(127) (341)

4-9 misdemeanors 177. 87.
(59) (91)

10/more misdemeanors 47. 17.
(12) (14)

2/more felonies 137. 87.
(43) (89)

significant at .001

Table V, above, indicates tha^ Natives do have wo’-se prior 

records than Whites. Subsequent tables consider the hypothesis that 

these worse prior records account for their longer mean jail sentences. 

Accordingly, mean jail sentences were broken down according to the above 

levels of severity of prior record for Natives and Whites.

Table VI (below) shows that Natives consistently received 

longer senur’ces than Whites among all levels of prior record. Whether 

the Natives had many prior convictions or few prior convictions, when 

m p a r e d  to Whites 4n the same prior-record group, the Natives always 

received nore severe sentences. Note that Natives with no prior convictions 

at all received jail sentences almost twice as long as those of similarly 

situated Whites (11.00 days vs. 6.05 days).


