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0. P o l i c e  can a r r e s t / c a n n o t  a r r e s t  a b a t t e r i n g  h u s b a n d  if they 
h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  the assault. (N=175)
■■ ■ -__________________ Absol. Freq. R e l . F r e q . P e t ._______________________
C a n  a r r e s t  1 ^ 8  8 5 #
C a n n o t  a r r e s t  2 1  1 2 #
No  a n s w e r _______________________6___________ yL

Fe m a l e  M a le 

C a n  a r r e s t  8 5 #  9^#”
C a n n o t  a r r e s t _________1 5 $ ________ 6#

H i g h  S c h o o l  S o m e  C o l l e g e  D e g r e e  l U / P r i D  

C a n  a r r e s t  9 5 $  8 5 #  7 9 $  9^#
C a n n o t  a r r e s t ________ ' 5$__________ 1 5 $ _______________2 1 $ ________ 6 ;y

9 . A w i f e  m a n / n a y  n o t  file c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  h e r  h u s b a n d  for assault,
(N- 1 7 5 )

________________________ A b s o l . F r e q .  R e l .Freq.Pe t. _______________________

M a y  f i l e  c h a r g e s  T 5 3  9 3 #
M a y  n o t  f i l e  c h a r g e s  5 3 #
No a n s w e r ______________________ 2__________ h i _________________________________

10. I f  a r r e s t e d ,  a h u s b a n d  c a n / c a n n o t  b e  r e l e a s e d  o p  b a i l  quickly,

( N = l 75)

______________________________A b s o l  . Freq . R e l . Freq . P e t .________ _______
C a n  b e  r e l e a s e d  q u i c k l y  1 6 7 9 3 7 ^ #
C a n n o t  b., r e l e a s e d  q u i c k l y  h  2 . 3 #
No a n s w e r _____________________________4 2. 3$

1 1 . Bail w i l l  u s u a l l y  b o  l o w  ($2 5 .0 0 , $ 5 0 .0 0 ) / h i g h  ($2 ,0 0 0 .0 0 ,
$ 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ) .  (N "17 5)

_______________________ A b s o l . F r e q .  R e l . F r e q . P e t ,

L o w  b a i l  1 5 3  6 ? #
H i g h  b a i l  10 6 #
No a n s w e r _____________________12___________2 $ ________

1 2 . a  h u s b a n d  r e l e a s e d  on bail m a y / m a y  n o t  .legally a n d  jLm,-nediatoly 

r e t u r n  hone. (N»175)

__________________  A b s o l .F r o g . R e l .F r e q . P e t.________________________

M a y  r e t u r n  h o m o  1 5 6
M a y  n o t  r e t u r n  ho.no 9 5#
No a n s w e r ___________________ 10_______________________________________________
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1 3 . P o l i c e  a r e  u s u a l l y  s u p p o r t i v e / h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  b a t t e r e d  w i f e .

(N=175)

A b s o l . F r e q .  R e l . F r e q . P e t .
C J , , -------- i ! ----
uJfcJl̂ U*L bX V C

H o s t i l e  
No a n s w e r

S u p p o r t i v e
H o s t i l e

S u p p o r t i v e
H o s t i l e

T T

95
13.

'TA a* 

7 . 4 #

F e m a le

~ 3 2 P
6 8 #

K a l e
~ Z 7 7 o

H i g h  S c h o o l  S o m e  C o l l e g e  
68 /  3 & J Z ~

3 2 / 64#

D e g r e e  M v / P H D  
2 4 #  3 3 # “
76/S 6Z£_

14. P o l i c e  a n d  p r o s e c u t o r s  t e n d  to e n c o u r a g e / d i s c o u r a g e  w i v e s  to 
f i l e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  b a t t e r i n g  h u s b a n d s .  ( N = l ? 5)

A b s o l . F r e q .  R e l . F r e q .  Pet.

E n c o u r a g e  
D i s c o u r a g e  
No  a n s w e r

5 5  3 1 *  110  6 3/10 6/0
•

E n c o u r a g e
D i s c o u r a g e

F e m a l e  M a l e  29#  46/a 
71 #  54/0 . _

H i g h  S c h o o l  S o m e  C o l l e g e D e g r e e K A / P H D

E n c o u r a g e
D i s c o u r a g e

58/» 3 * $  
4 2  #  66# 10 #

9 0 #
13#"“

8 7 #
.............. ... —  ■ ... - ------------— ----- ----------------- — .......

15. P o l i c e  t e n d  t o  b e  s u p p o r t i v e / c r i t i c a l  o f  b a t t e r i n g  h u s b a n d s .
(N=l?5)

S u p p o r t i v e  
C r i t i c a l  
No a n s w e r

. n o a o i . g r

77
22

ntLUirraa*
4 3 #
4 4 #

1 3 #

r ciu.,

F e m a l e M a l e
S u p p o r t i v e 6 0 # 2  6/T

C r i t i c a l b o / 7 4 # ______  .

H i g h  S c h o o l  S o m e  C o l l e g e D e g r e o r/U/PHD

S u p p o r t i v e 2 6 # 5 4 #  . 6 3 # 6 3 #
C r i t i c a l 7 4 # _____ 4 6 # . 3 Z &  ... 3 7 #  _____



<(

16. F r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  are' c r i t i c a l / s u p p o r t i v e  o f  w i v e s  w h o
l e a v e  b a t t e r i n g  husbands. ( N - 175)

C r i t i c a l  
S u p p o r t i v e  
No a n s w e r

C r i t i c a l
S u p p o r t i v e

C r i t i c a l
S u p p o r t i v e

A b s o l . F r e q . 
--------s r .— 3—

8 3
13

R e l . F r e q . P e t . 
Ho

47.4/5
10. I /o

F e m a l e

60#

M a l e

- 5 2 1

H i g h  S c h o o l  S o m e  C o l l e g e  
24/ 54/

D e g r e e  M A / P H D '

76#
W
4 9 #

7 5 #
2 5 #

17. F r i e n d s  e n d  f a m i l i e s  a r e  c r i t i c a l / s u p p o r t i v e  o f  w i v e s  v/ho
s t a y  w i t h  b a t t e r i n g  h u s b a n d s .  ( N = 1 7 5 )

<<

C r i t i c a l  
S u p p o r t i v e  
No a n s w e r

C r i t i c a l
S u p p o r t i v e

C r i t i c a l
S u p p o r t i v e

A b s o l . F r e q .
112
46

JLZ.

R e l .F r e q .Pet.
 54#----

26#
1 0 #

F e m a l e

~ ~ 7 W ~

2 7 #  __

Ma l e
s i J  

3 3 /.

H i g h  S c h o o l  S o m e  C o l l e g e
7 8 #
2 2 #

6 5 #

D e g r e e  H a /PHIT 

" 7 1 # 7 3 ^  
2 7 #

18. A v/o:nan st ays w i t h  a m a n  who b e a t s  h e r  b e c a u s e \ she e n j o y s  i t /
she l o v e s  h i m /  she is a f r a i d  o f  h i m /  she is s t u p i d /  she is
e m o t i o n a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  h i m /  she is f i n a n c i a l l y  d e p e n d e n t
u p o n  h i m /  b e c a u s e  o f  the c h i l d r e n /  she has l o w  s e l f  e s t e e m /
she has no p l a c e  to g o /  she doe s n o t  w a n t  h e r  m a r r i a g e  to
f a i l /  s he feels h e l p l e s s /  she h opes things w i l l  g e t  b e t t e r /
she is embarr a s s e d .  ( P a r t i c i p a n t s  w o r e  told to ch eck t h o s e
s t a t e m e n t s  t h e y  felt w e r e  true.) (N=17*>)
 ________________________________________________ R e l .F r e q .P et. Absol..

S h e  e n j o y s  i t . . . . . . . . ..... ......................... ..'."..21.1#.,. 3 7  Freq
S h e  l o v e s  h i m ....................   5 9 * 4 # , , . i o 4
S h e  is a f r a i d  o f  h i m ...................................... 77-7#.. . 1 3 6
S h e  is s t u p i d ................................................. 2 2 . 9 # . . .  40
S h o  is e m o t i o n a l l y  d e p e n d o n t  u p o n  H i m ................ 7 ?*?# . . .  136
S h e  is f i n a n c i a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  h i m ..........   .90.9#.. .159
S h e  s t a y s  b o c a u 3 e o f  the c h i l d r e n ...................... 85*7#. ..150
S h e  h a 3 l o w  s e l f  e s t e e m ...................................6 6 .9#... 117
S h e  h a s  no p l a c e  to g o .................................... 8 2 . 3 # . . .  144

f  S h e  d o e s  not w a n t  h e r  m a r r i a g e  to f a i l ................6 0 .0 #, .,105
V S h e  f eels h e l p l e s s ...................... ..................... 75.4/, , .132

S h o  h o p e s  things will g o t  b e t t o r ....................... 84.6#. ..148
S P o  x s e m barr assed. » •  . . . » .. *6 9 . i  t * % » .1 .2 2



, (

V.'

(

'.Jlfe B a t t e r y  -

1 8 . C o n t i n u e d  - A ‘w o m a n  s t ays because:____________F e m a l e
Sh e  e n j o y s  i t .....................................  13/»
S h e  l o v e s  h i m ....................................... 5 7 $
S h e  is a f r a i d  o f  h i m ........................   7 9 $
S h e  is s t u p i d ....................................... 1 7 $
E m o t i o n a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  h i m .................  8 1 $
F i n a n c i a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  h i m .................  9 5 $
B e c a u s e  o f  C h i l d r e n ........................    857’
Has  l o w  s e l f  e s t e e m ............................    71/5
Ho p l a c e  to g o ...................................... 89/5
D o e s  n o t  w a n t  m a r r i a g e  to f a i l .................  5 ^ $
F e e l s  h e l p l e s s ...................................   8 0 $
H o p e s  t h i n g s  w i l l  g e t  b e t t e r ....................  8 ^ $
S h e  is e m b a r r a s s e d .................................. 7175_____

H i g h  S o m e  k  yr.
S c h o o l  C o l l e g e  D e g r e

S h e  e n j o y s  i t   1 3 $  1 1  $  39/’
She  l o v e s  h i m   ^ 9 $  5 5 $  7 3 $
S h e  is a f r a i d  o f  h i m   63/5 3 2 $  84$
S h e  is s t u p i d   2 4 $  8 ?  3 6 ,
E m o t i o n a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  h i m . . . .  73/" 69/5 8 6 $
F i n a n c i a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  h i m . . . . 8 8 ?  9 0 ? *  93/5
B e c a u s e  o f  c h i l d r e n   8 1 $  8 6 $  89/5
H a s  low s e l f  e s t e e m    4 9 $  6 6 $  79$
No p l a c e  to g o   7 3 $  8 2 $  9 3$
D o e s  n o t  v/ant m a r r i a g e  to fail.... 5 6 $  5 5 $  o4$
F e e l s  helpless.,...  6 6 $  7 6 $  77/5
H o p e s  t h i n g s  w i l l  g e t  b e t t e r   8 3 $  8 2 $  8 9 $
S he is e m b a r r a s s e d   5^ $  68/5____ 82 5

8 1 $
90$
57$
67$
77$
6 5 $
38$
6 2 1

1 W j T  

PHD
~7~

6 5 $
8 8 $

35$
1 0 0 $
1 0 0 $
9 4 $
9 k ?

82$
1 0 0 $

9 k ?

1 0 0 $

1 9 . k  m a n  b e a t s  a w o m a n  b e c a u s e ; h e  is m e n t a l l y  i l l /  h e  uses 
d r u g s  or a l c o h o l /  s o c i e t y  a c c e p t s  v i o l e n c e /  he c a n ’t c o m­
m u n i c a t e  v e r b a l l y /  s exual  p r o b l e m s /  p o o r  s o l f - i m a g e /  
frus . a t i o n /  b e c a u s e  o f  c h a n g e s  ( pregnancy,  w i f e  working, 
move, e t c . ) /  b e c a u s e  ho h a s  l e a r n e d  to u s i v i o l e n c e  a3 a  . 
w a y  to s o l v e  p r o b l e m s /  b e c a u s e  he feels it is h i s  rig ht 
(sho b e l o n g s  to h i m ) /  b e c a u s e  he feel s ic is a s a f e  ( l e g a l l y )
o u t l e t  f o r  anger. (N-I75)
r    K el .Freq. Pet. A b  sol
H o  ir m e n t a l l y  i l l .......................................... 5?/•»• • *100 Fre
He u s e s  d r u g s  o r  a l c o h o l .................................. ?4$. ..129
.Society a c c e p t s  v i o l e n c e .................................. 51$... 8 9
H e  c a n ’t c o m m u n i c a t e  v e r b a l l y ........................... 7 4 $ . . . 1 3 0
i.e has s e x u a l  problems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 k /**.. 9 5
He h a s  p o o r  s e l f - i m a g e ............... *..................... 81$. . .141
Ho is f r u s t r a t e d ............................................. 9 Q $ . . . 1 5 8
C h a n g e s  (pregnancy, w i f e  working, move, e t c . ) ......6 3 $ . . . Ill
H a s  l e a r n e d  v i o l e n c e  as w  y to s olve p r o b l e m s ......73$ . . . 1 3 6
F o o l s  it is h i s  r i g h t  (she b e l o n g s  to h i m ) ..........7 2 $ . . . 1 2 6
F u e l s  it is s a f e  outlet, for an.'or ( l e g a l l y )    . 53$. . . 9 3 __



ic),. C o n t i n u e d  - A m a n  b e a t s  because;_____________F e m a l e  k a l e _____
H o  is m e n t a l l y  i l l   ......................   5 7 /  o 2 /
He u s e s  d rugs or a l c o h o l ....................... 7 5 / ...... 7 5 /
S o c i e t y  a c c e p t s  v i o l e n c e . .....   ............  5 7 7 .....  4 0 /
H e  c a n’t c o m m u n i c a t e  v e r b a l l y ................  7 7 7 ...... 7 1 /
He has s e x u a l  p r o b l e m s .........................  5 5 7 7 " ...... 6 0 #
H e  h a s  p o o r  s e l f - i m a g e ......................    8 7 7 .. 6 7 /
H e  is f r u s t r a t e d .................................  9 1 ? * ...... 9 2 7

C h a n g e s  (pregnancy, w i f e  working, move, e t c ) 6 6 / .....  5 8 /
L e a r n e d  v i o l e n c e  to s o l v e  p r o b l e m s .........  8 5 # .....  63/’
Fee l s  it is h i s  r i g h t   ........   8 2 / 1 ...  5 0 /
F e e l s  it is safe o u t l e t ........................  5 8 # ...... *j4 /

H i g h  S o m e  4  y r . M A /  
S c h o o l  C o l l e g e  D e g r e e  P H D

H e  is m e n t a l l y  i l l     5 3 #  52?* 6 o #  71>1
H e  u s e s  d r u g s  or a l c o h o l   757°  677°  8 2 7° 8 2 7°

S o c i e t y  a c c e p t s  v i o l e n c e   30# h67°  7 1 7° 7 1 /
H e  c an't c o m m u n i c a t e  v e r b a l l y   6 1 /  7^7°  8 2 7° 887°

H e  h a s  s exual p r o b l e m s   56/1 A 7 /  6 7 /  6 5 #
He  h a s  p o o r  s e l f - i m a g e   7 6 /  757°  91?* 1 0 0 /
H e  is f r u s t r a t e d ........................  93 7° 927°  91 7° 9^7°

C h a n g e s  (wife w o r king, move, etc.). 56.1 5 ^ /  7 7 /  8 8 7°

L e a r n e d  v i o l e n c e  to s o l v e  problems. 66/1 757°  , 9 3 7° 887°

F e e l s  it is h i s  r i g h t .................  6 1 7° 727°  827°  . 88/1
F eels it is s a f e  c u t l e t .....................  4 ? /  7 1 7  53 7°

2 0 . M e n  who b e a t  t h e i r  w i v e s  n e v e r / s o m e t i m e s / a l w a y s  b e a t  t h e i r  
children. ( N =175

A b s o l .Frog ._____ R e l .F r o g ■P e t .

N e v e r 2 1 #
S o m e t i m e s 15*1 8 8 / 1

A l w a y s 1 2 7 7

No a n s w e r 7 _ *1/

21. A m a n  h a s / d o e s  n o t  have the r i g h t  to c o n t r o l  h i s  w i f e  a n d  h e r  
actions. (N=175)

bsol.Frcq. R e l..Free; 
23 1 3 #

.Pet.
Has r i g h t  to c o n t r o l  2 3  1 3 #
D o e s  not have r i g h t  to c o n trol 1A2 8 1 /
No a n a w e r _________________________________ 10__________ 6j7l ____________________

” Fe m a l e  M a le
H a s  r i g h t  to c o n t r o l  77 * 3 $ 7

P o o s  not have r i g h t  t o control___________ 93/° __________ 6 8 ;'____________

H i g h  S o m e  3 1 y r . \077y~ 

S c h o ol C o l l e g e d e g r e e  P H d  

H a s  r i g h t  to c o n t r o l  2 1 /  V r / >  5 /  1 2 /

P o e.; n o t  h a v e  r ig h t  to c o ntrol_______ 7 9 /  8 6 / ____9 5 /  8 8 /



(C
22. It i s / i s  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  to s l a p  o n e ' s  spouse o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  

o c c a s i o n s .  ( N -175 )

A b s o l . F r e q .  R e l .F r e q . ? c t . __________
Is a c c e p t a b l e  to slap 19
Is n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  to s l a p  150 
No a n s w e r   6

l l j  
8 6 /

V

F e m a l e
Is a c c e p t a b l e  to slap 7 W

Is n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  to s l a p  93/

M a l e
~ 2 V T

Is a c c e p t a b l e  to slap 
Is n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  to s l a p

H i g h  S o m e  4  yr. 
S c h o o l  C o l l e g e  D e c r e e  P H D
~ T %  8 T  I o /

8 7 / 9 2  >1 9 0 /  8 2 /

2 3 . M e n  b e a t  t h e i r  w i v e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d r i n k / d r i n k  b e c a u s e  t h e y
w a n t  to b e a t  t h e i r  w i v e s ( a n  excuse). ( N = 1 7 5 )

A b s o l .Freq. R e l . F r e o .? c t .
1 rj K  9 ! -IB e a t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  dr ink 

D r i n k  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w a n t to b e a t
12*T~
50

71/
29/- %

Female Mal e
B e a t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d r i n k  
D r i n k  b e c a u s e  they w a n t to beat

84/ ' 
-34/®

93/
39/

h i g h
S c h o o l

D o m e  4 yr. 1  A /  

C o l l e g e  D e g r e e  P H D
B o a t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  drink* 
D r i n k  b e c a u s e  they w a n t to b e a t

9-1/
3?£ _

86 /
23 /

9 2 /  6 0 /  
46 / 6 0 /

24. I h a v e / h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  v i o l e n t  t o w a r d  my s p o u s e  (slapped, hit, 
pushed, beaten, etc.). ( N - 1 5 3 )

__________________________________________A b s o l . F r e q .  R e l . F r o a . P e t .
I h a v e  b e e n  v i o l e n t  to s p o u 3 o 50 2 5 /®
I h a v e  n o t  b o o n  v i o l e n t  to s p o u s e  1 0 1  64/S
No a n s w e r _________________________________ 17________________11 ,*®_____________

F'omale t a l e  
I h a v e  b e e n  vio. at to s p o u s e  2 5 /  3 0 ~ J T

I h a v o  n o t  b e e n  v i o l e n t  to s p o u s e ________ 75/®________ 70/_____________

n T I g h  S om e 4 y r . 7-'J\/

S chool C o l l e g e  D e g r e e  P H D  

I h a v e  b e e n  v i o l e n t  to s p o u s e  2 7/» 2 9 / 1 5 / ®  43/®
I h a v e  n o t b o o n  v i olent to s p o u s e  73/® 71/®______ 857® 57/-

(
l



25 . M y  s p o u s e  h a s / h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  v i o l e n t  t o w a r d  me. ( H = 1 5 3 )

A b s o l . F r e q .  R e l .F r e q . P e t .
M y  s p o use h a s  b e e n  v i o l e n t  to me
Viy spouse h a s  n o t  b e e n  v i o l e n t  to m s  
No a n s w e r i i

^ 9
00

312
12;%

F e m a l e
M y  s pouse h a s  b e e n  v i o l e n t  to me 
My  spouse h a s  n o t  b e e n  v i o l e n t  to me

M a l e

31 7° 

6 9 / 0
3 5 f i

A 51

S p o u s e  has b e e n  v i o l e n t  to me 
S p o u s e  has n o t  b e e n  v i o l e n t  to ine

H i g h  S o m e  A yr. rift/
S c h o o l  C o l l e g e  D e g r e e  PHD
~ 3 I 7  3 5 7  1 8 7
69 %  62/. 8 2 7  537

((
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T h e  r e s u l t s  of this s u r v e y  h a v e  b e e n  b o t h  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d  

d i s c o u r a g i n g .  T h e y  a r e  e n c o u r a g i n g  in that a r e a s o n a b l y  

l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  those s u r v e y e d  seem to h a v e  a g o o d  u n d e r­

st a n d i n g  o f  the p r o b l e m s  o f  w i f e  b a t t e r y  a n d  a f a i r l y  g o o d  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  the p r o blem. T h e  d i s c o u r a g i n g  a s p e c t  is t h a t  

w i f e  b a t t e r y ,  as a problem, seems to b e  a l i v e  a n d  w e l l  a n d  

the k n o w l e d g e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  the p r o b l e m  do n o t  s e e m  

to h a v e  r e d u c e d  the e x t e n t  o f  the problem, w i t h i n  the p o p­

u l a t i o n  o f  this survey.

(

S e v e n t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  o f  the r e s p o n d e n t s  of this s u r v e y  

a c k n o w l e d g e d  that w i f e  b a t t e r y  o ccurs frequently, however, 

a l a r g e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  w o m e n  (85#) seemed to be a w a r e  o f  

it t h a n  m e n  (53#). N i n e t y - t w o  p e r c e n t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  

the p r o b l e m  exists locally, n a t i o n a l l y  a n d  w o r l d  wide.

N i n e t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  a c k n o w l e d g e d  that w i f e  b a t t e r y  o c c u r s  

in the lov/cr a n d  m i d d l e  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  class, h o w e v e r ,  o n l y  

8 6 #  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  it h a p p e n s  in the u p p e r  c l a s s  too. M e n  

and t h o s e  w h o  had o n l y  c o m p l e t e d  high s c h o o l  had m o r e  d i f­

f i c u l t y  a c c e p t i n g  w i f e  b a t t e r y  w i t h i n  the u p p e r  s o c i o e e o n o n i c  

c l a s s  t h a n  w o m e n  or those w i t h  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  

o v e r a l l  results, however, a r e  ver y e n c o u r a g i n g  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  

fact that a s  r e c e n t l y  as 19?6, w i f e  b a t t e r y  w a s  u n a c k n o w l e d g e d  a n d  

r a r e l y  d i s c u s s e d  i n  A n c h o r a g e  as well as the r e s t  o f  the 

country.

(
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E i g h t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  the M r e a l i z e  that w i f e  b a t t e r y  is a 

crime, b u t  997$ r e a l i z e  that it is s e l d o m  r e p o r t e d .  It is 

i n t e r e s t i n g  to n o t e  that o f  those v/ho f e l t  t h a t  v/ife b a t tery 

w a s  legal, 2 5 $  h e l d  g r a d u a t e  degrees, as c o m p a r e d  w i t h  137$ 

w i t h  a h i g h  s c h o o l  education, 1075 v/ith s o m e  c o l l e g e  a n d  1 5 7$ 

w i t h  a f o u r  y e a r  degree. It is e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  since 

those w i t h  g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  the  h i g h e s t  level 

of  v i o l e n c e  t( s p o u s e  or v i o l e n c e  b y  s p o u s e  o n  t h i s  survey.

E i g h t y - t w o  p e r c e n t  o f  the N a r e  a w a r e  t h a t  " d o m e s t i c  d i s­

turbance c a l l s  a r e  d a n g e r o u s  for police. T h e  1 9 7 ^  F B I  

s t a t i s t i c s  showing t h a 4 22$, o r  one o u t  o f  e v e r y  f i v e  police 

officers, is k i l l e d  w h i l e  r e s p o n d i n g  to a d o m e s t i c  d i s­

turbance call.

T h e r e  is s o m e  c o n f u s i o n  as to w h e n  a n d  if a  p o l i c e  officer 

m a y  make a n  a r r e s t  for wife battery. A  p r e v i o u s  s u r v e y  I 

conducted in 1 9 7 ?  showed s i m i l a r  results. T h a t  s u r v e y  also 

indicated s o m e  c o n f u s i o n  as to w h e t h e r  w i f e  b a t t e r y  is a 

m i s d e m e a n o r  o r  a felony. T h i s  w o u l d  s e e m  to b e  a n  a r e a  v/here 

the public n e e d s  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d / o r  e d u c a t i o n .

O t h e r  l e g a l i t i e s  s e e m  to be w e l l  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  the p a r t i c i­

pants. A w o m a n  m a y  file c h arges  a g a i n s t  h e r  h u s b a n d  (93$). 

h e  can b e  r e l e a s e d  o n  bail q u i c k l y  (95/$)* h i s  b a i l  w i l l  

u s u a l l y  b e  low (87/) and he m a y  l e g a l l y  r e t u r n  h o m e  i m­

me d i a t e l y  (89/$)*



R e s u l t s  r e g a r d i n g  the q u e s t i o n s  as to w h e t h e r  the p o l i c e  a r e  

s u p p o r t i v e  o r  h o s t i l e  to b a t t e r e d  w i v e s  o r  to b a t t e r i n g  h u s b a n d s  

a r e  mixed. T h i r t y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  feel p o l i c e  a r e  s u p p o r t i v e  to 

b a t t e r e d  w i v e s  a n d  A 3 $  feel p o l i c e  are s u p p o r t i v e  o f  b a t t e r i n g  

h u s b a n d s .  N o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  m e n  (6 7 $) o u t n u m b e r e d  w o m e n  (32$) 

i n  f e e l i n g  t h a t  p o l i c e  s u p p o r t e d  b a t t e r e d  wives. W o m e n  (6 0 $), 

on the o t h e r  hand, o u t n u m b e r  m e n  (2 6 $) i n  f e e l i n g  t h a t  p o l i c e  

s u p p o r t e d  b a t t e r i n g  h u s b a n d s .  H opefu lly, t h r o u g h  t r a i n i n g  a n d  

w o r k s h o p s  for police, the t r e n d  is changing, h o w e v e r ,  i n  the 

past, p o l i c e  h a v e  b e e n  g e n e r a l l y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  h u s b a n d s  a n d  

h o s t i l e  to b a t t e r e d  w i v e s .  C o m m a n d e r  J a m e s  Bannon, D e t r o i t  

P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  wrote, " T h o s e  o f  us in l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  w h o  

a r e  the f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  to r e­

sp o n d  to v i o l e n c e  in the home, are s o c i a l i z e d  i n  p r e c i s e l y  

the same m a n n e r  as the c i t i z e n s  w e  are expec t e d  to protect. 

P o l i c e m e n ,  a s  a r e  m o s t  males, are t aug ht s e l f  r e l i a n c e ,

" f i g h t  y o u r  o w n  b a t t l e s , "  p h i l o s o p h y  f r o m  the c r a dle.

S i m i l a r l y  w e  a r e  s o c i a l i z e d  into the c o n s c i o u s  p e r c e p t i o n s  

o f  m a s c u l i n e - f e m i n i n e  roles. In our s o c i e t y  t h i s  p r o c e s s  

t r a n s l a t e s  into d o m i n a n c e - s u b m i s s i o n  terms. T h e  m a n  is boss, 

the owner, the f e m a l e  the s u p o r d i n a t e ."

"It is a m a z i n g  to m e  th at w e  a r e  s e e m i n g l y  u n a w a r e  o f  the

e x t r e m e  p a r a d o x  o f  d e l e g a t i n g  to p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  the role

o f  a r b i t e r s  o f  f a m i l y  d i s p u t e s .  O f  a l l  the n o n - a t h l e t i c

o c c u  Kitions none in so a b s o r b e d  with the use o f  p h y s i c a l  

c o e r c i v e  force as t h a t  o f  p o l i c e  officers. N o r  a r e  a n y



more t h o r o u g h l y  s o c i a l i z e d  i n  their m a s c u l i n e  r o l e  imag es.'’

"This p a r a d o x  s u g g e s t s  to me t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t r a i n e d  a n d  

s o c i a l i z e d  p o l i c e m e n  are the w o r s t  p o s s i b l e  c h o i c e  to a t t e m p t  

to i n t e r v e n e  i n  d o m e s t i c  v i o l ence. T h e  k n o w n  p h y s i c a l  p r o­

pen s i t i e s  m a y  i n  f a c t  r e i n f o r c e  the p e r c e i v e d  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  

the use o f  v i o l e n c e . "  1

O n l y  63;» o f  the N v/ere a w a r e  t h a t  p o l i c e  a n d  p r o s e c u t o r s  

have t ended to d i s c o u r a g e  w i v e s  in thei r a t t e m p t s  to file 

ch a r g e s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  husbands.  M u c h  o f  the s o c i a l i z e d  

m a s c u l i n e - feminine, m a n  boss, w o m a n  s u b o r d i n a t e  t h a t  C o m­

m a n d e r  B a n n o n  s p e a k s  of w o u l d  appl? in this area. P r o s e c u t o r s  

w o u l d  a l s o  c ite the n u m b e r  o f  w i v e s  who w i t h d r a w  t h e i r  c h a r g e s .  

Until r e c e ntly, p r o s e c u t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  o b l i v i o u s  to the f a c t  

that b a i l  w a s  q u i c k  and low a n d  a h u s b a n d s  r e t u r n  h o m e  w a s  

a n  i m m e d i a t e  fact. The w i f e  w a s  then faced w i t h  h a v i n g  ,to 

live w i t h  a n d  d e p e n d  u p o n , f o r  food and shelter, a  m a n  w h o m  

she had b r o u g h t  c r i m i n a l  c h a r g e s  against . L i t t l e  v/ondcr 

that she s o o n  d r o p p e d  h e r  charges.

R e s p o n s e  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  m i x e d  a s  to w h e t h e r  f r i e n d s  a n d  

f a m i l i e s  w e r e  c r i t i c a l  or s u p p o r t i v e  of w i v e s  w h o  s t ayed 

and those w i v e s  v/ho left. I d o n ' t  k n o w  o f  a n y  s t u d i e s

1. J a m e s  Bannon, Ph.D., "L aw E n f o r c e m e n t  P r o b l e m s  W i t h
I n t r a - F a m i l y  Violence", p a p e r  p r e s e n t e d  to T h e  A m e r i c a n  
B a r  a s s o c i a t i o n  C onven tion, A u g u s t  12, 1975*



that h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  i n  this area, hov/ever, in i n t e r v i e w s  that 

I c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  b a t t e r e d  w i v e s  in 1 9 7 6 , I f o u n d  the w i v e s  

g r e a t l y  r e l i e v e d  t h a t  the s u b j e c t  w a s  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  into the 

open. T h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  h a d  b e e n  that t h e y  w e r e  n o t  believed, 

f r ien ds a n d  f a m i l y  h a d  n o t  w a n t e d  to g e t  i n v o l v e d  i f  the y did 

b e l i e v e , o r  t h e y  w e r e  told t h a t  w i v e s  h a d  to e x p e c t  such b e­

h a v i o r  from t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  f r o m  time to. time. T h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  

w a s  t h a t  f r i e n d s  w e r e  a l i t t l e  m o r e  w i l l i n g  to h e l p  them t h a n  

f a m i l i e s  were. F a m i l i e s  s e e m e d  to feel that k e e p i n g  the m a r r i a g e  

together, a "h ome" f o r  the children, w a s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  the 

s afety o f  the w o m a n .  H o p e f u l l y  the p u b l i c i t y  t h a t  has b e e n  

d i r e c t e d  a t  this s u b j e c t  in the p a s t  t h r o e  y e a r s  h a s  h e l p e d  to 

c h ang e some a t t i t u d e s .  F o u r t y - t w o  p e r c e n t  o f  the N  felt tha t 

f a mil y a n d  f r i e n d s  w e r e  c r i tical o f  w i v e s  v/ho l e f t  a n d  6 k'/° o f  

the N f elt t h a t  f a m i l y  a n d  f r iends w e r e  c r i t i c a l  o f  w i v e s  who 

s t a y e d .

T h e r e  was a g e n e r a l l y  g o o d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  the r e a s o n s  w h y

a w o m a n  v/ould s t a y  w i t h  a m a n  who b e a t  her.

9 1 /  S h e  is f i n a n c i a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  him.
8 6 /  B e c a u s e  o f  the children.

S h e  h o p e s  t hin gs will g e t  better.
8 2 /  S h e  h a s  no p l a c e  to go.
7 8 /  S h e  is a f r a i d  o f  him.
7 8 /  S h e  is e m o t i o n a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  him.
7 5 /  S h o  feel s helpless.
7 0 /  S h e  is e m b ar rassed.
67/* S h e  h a s  l o w  s e l f  esteem. ,
0 0 /  S h e  d o e s  not w a n t  h e r  m a r r i a g e  to fL.il.
5 9 /  S h e  l o v e s  him.
2 3 /  S h e  is stupid
2 1 /  S h e  e n j o y s  it.

It i s h e a r t e n i n g  to n o t e  that the oild m y t h  that "she enjoys it" 

h as lost m u c h  o f  i t ' s  p o p u l a r  support. s h o u l d  b e  noted, h o w­

ever, that the b r e a k d o w n  by sex f o l l o w s  the s o c i a l i z e d  trend o f  

w o m e n ' s  o p i n i o n  o f  m e n  and men's o p i n i o n  o f  w omen.



I v/ill s u b m i t  the r e s p o n s e s  to w h y  a m a n  b e a t s  a w o m a n  wixn  

very l i t t l e  comment, m o s t l y  b e c a u s e  there is p r a c t i c a l l y  no 

l i t e r a t u r e  on the subject. P e r s o n s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  w i f e  b a t t e r y  

w e r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s a f e t y  f o r  the w o m e n  in the f o r m  o f  s h e l t e r s  

o r  safe h o u s e s  and a l s o  w i t h  g e n e r a t i n g  p u b l i c i t y  a b o u t  the p r o­

blem. It w a s  a m a t t e r  o f  priorities, a n d  Y/orking w i t h  the 

b a t t e r e r  w a s  d o v m  o n  the list. T h o s e  few r e s e a r c h e r s  w h o  d i d  

t ry to g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o u n d  t hat it v/as difficulfr b e c a u s e  m o s t  

o f  the m e n  felt they w e r e  n o t  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  w rong, did n o t  h a v e  

a  p r o b l e m  a n d  w e r e n ' t  a b o u t  to b e  studied, i n t e r v i e w e d  or c o u n­

seled. T h i s  p a s o  y e a r  h a s  b r o u g h t  some c h a n g e s  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t  

in the situation, b u t  the r e s u l t s  are n o t  in yet. R e s u l t s  o f  

this s u r v e y  were:

90 /  B e c a u s e  o f  frustration.
8 1 /  B e c a u s e  o f  p o o r  self-image.
7 0 /  He h a s  l e a r n e d  v i o l e n c e  as way to s ol ve pr oblems.
7 k f * B e c a u s e  o f  d r u g s  a n d  alcohol.
7 A /  B e c a u s e  he c a n ' t  c o m m u n i c a t e  verbally.
7 2 /  B e c a u s e  he feels it is his r i g h t ( s h e  b e l o n g s  to him)
6 3 /  B e c a u s e  o f  c h a n g e s ( p r e g n a n c y ,  w i f e  working, m o v e , e t c . )
5 7 /  B e c a u s e  he is m e n t a l l y  ill.
5 1 $  B e c a u s e  o f  s e x u a l  problems.
53/ B e c a u s e  he feels it is safe o u t l e t  f o r  a n g e r ( l e g a l l y ) .
51 /  B e c a u s e  s o c i e t y  a c c e p t s  violence.

A gain, the b r e a k d o w n  b y  3ox f o llows  the s o c i a l i z e d  trend o f  t h i n k i n g  

o f  m e n  a b o u t  w o m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a b o u t  men.

M o s t  o f  the r e s p o n d e n t s  (88/) r e a l i z e d  that m e n  v/ho b e a t  t h e i r  

w i v e s  w o u l d  s o m e t i m e s  b e a t  t h e i r  children, b u t  t h e r e  is no a b ­

sol u t e  a n s w e r  for this question.



( (
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T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  s u r v e y e d  (81,6) d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  a m a n  

h a s  the r i g h t  to c o n t r o l  h i s  v/ife o r  h e r  a c t i o n s .  O f  the l y / o  

v/ho f e l t  that a m a n  does h a v e  that right, 7/6 w e r e  w o m e n  a n d  

3 2 #  w e r e  men. T h i s  q u e s t i o n  is s i g n i f i c a n t  b e c a u s e  v/ife b a t ­

te r y  has it r o o t s  i n  the p h i l o s o p h y  tha t w o m e n  a r e  p r o p e r t y  

a n d  c a n  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  c o n t r o l e d  by t h e i r  o w n e r s  - m e n .  T h e r e  

v/as m u c h  v a c i l l a t i o n  of r e s p o n d e n t s  w h i l e  a n s w e r i n g  this 

qu e s t i o n .  I tend, therefore, to q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  a n s w e r s  

r e f l e c t  a c t u a l  f e e l i n g s  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  or v i e w s  t h a t  they f e e l  

t h e y  s h o u l d  hold. A b reakd own, by age, o f  t h o s e  v/ho feel a  

m a n  has the r i g h t  to c o ntrol his w i f e  is as f o l l o w s :

1 8 - 2 3  yea rs 
2 ^ - 3 0  y e a r s  
3 1 - 3 9  y e a r s  
A 0 - A 9  y e a r s  
50-58 y e a r s

1 9 #
3 3 #
lh>1

2 9 #
0 #

T h e  s u r v e y  1 c o n d u c t e d  in 1977 t ended to s h o w  the s a m o  r e­

sul t s  and the same v a c i l l a t i o n  in a n s w e r i n g .  I t  is p o s s i b l e  

f u r t h e r  e x p l o r a t i o n  into this q u e s t i o n  c o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a n  

i n t e r e s t i n g  study.

In October, 1963, L o u i s  H a r r i s  a n d  A s s o c i a t e s  c o n d u c t e d  a 

p o l l  for the N a t i o n a l  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  the C a u s e s  a n d  P r e v e n t i o n  

o f  V i o l e n c e  T h e  p o l l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  1 , 1 7 6  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  

A m e r i c a n  a d u lts. R e s u l t s  s h o w e d  t h a t  o n e - f i f t h  o f  the r e s­

po n d e n t s  a p p r o v e d  o f  s l a p p i n g  o n e’s s p o u s e  on " a p p r o p r i a t e "  

o c c a s i o n s .  S i x t e e n  p e r c e n t  o f  those w i t h  eight, y e a r s  o f

s c h o o l i n g  o r  loss a p p r o v e d  a n d  2 5 /  o f  c o l l e g e - e d u c a t e d  p o o -

2
p i e  a p p r o v e d  o f  a h u s b a n d  s l a p p i n g  h i s  v/ife.

2. Del M a r t i n ,  M a t t e r e d  /«'ives, (San Francisco: G l i d e  P u b lications , 
1976, p. 19-20.



T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  the s u r v e y  just c o m p l e t e d  i n d i c a t e s  some 

i n p r o v e m e n t  in that o n l y  ?1 ?o o f  those s u r vey ed a p p r o v e d  

o f  " s l a p p i n g " .

T h e  H a r r i s  data w a s  f u r t h e r  a n a l y z e d  a n d  found t h a t  2 5 /  

o f  the m a l e s  a n d  1 6 /  o f  the females i n t e r v i e w e d  a p p r o v e d  

o f  "slapping". T h e  r e c e n t  s u r v e y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  m a l e  

a t t i t u d e s  had n o t  c h a n g e d  m u c h  v/ith 2 A /  s h o w i n g  r p p r o v a l  

o f  "slapping". F e m a l e  a t t i t u d e s  had c h a n g e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  

w i t h  o n l y  7/ o f  the r e c e n t  s u r v e y  i n d i c a t i n g  a p p r oval.

1c w o u l d  seem, however, that this q u e s t i o n  is r a t h e r  

a c a d e m i c , s i n c e  some w h o  i n d i c a t e d  a p p r o v a l  o f  " s l a p p i n g "  

did not r e s o r t  to v i o l e n t  behavior, or did n o t  a d m i t  

to v i o l e n t  b e h a v i o r ,  a n d  o t h e r s  v/ho i n d i c a t e d  d i s a p p r o v a l  

o f  "slapping" i n d i c a t e d  that t h e y  a n d / o r  t h e i r  s p o u s e  had 

in d u l g e d  in v i o l e n t  b e h a v i o r .

T h e  H a r r i s  Poll i n d i c a t e d  that a c c e p t a n c e  o f  " s l a p p i n g "  

r o s e  v/ith the e d u c a t i o n  level. M y  s u r v e y  i n d i c a t e d  that 

1'j/o o f  those v/ith a  h i g h  school e d u c a t i o n  a p p r o v e d .  T h e  

a p p r o v a l  rate t h e n  d r o p p e d  to 8 /  for those w i t h  some 

college, rose to 1 0 /  for those w i t h  a four y e a r  d e g r e e  and 

p o a k e d  a t  1 8 /  for t h o s e  v/ith g r a d u a t e  degrees.

A l c o h o l  is o f t e n  i n v o l v e d  in v/ife b a t t e r y  and h a s  l o n g  b e e n



t h o u g h t  to b e  the c a u s e  o f  m u c h  o f  the v i o l e n c e .  M a n y  a l c o h o l  

a b u s e r s  a r e  n o t  v/ife a b u s e r s ,  however, a n d  Dr. R i c h a r d  G e l l e s  

b e l i e v e s ,  "One p o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  is that c a u s e  a n d  e f f e c t  

a r e  the r e v e r s e  o f  w h a t  is c o m m o n l y  supposed. I n s t e a d  o f  m e n  

b e a t i n g  t h e i r  v/ives b e c a u s e  t h e y’ve b e e n  drinking, t h e y  d r i n k

b e c a u s e  t h e y  w a n t  to b e a t  t h e i r  w i v e s  Also, a l c o h o l  c a n

s e r v e  a s  a n  e xcuse  in r e t r o s p e c t ;  i t ’s n o t  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  i s  

v/rong i n  the family, i t ’s ’de m o n  rum' t h a t’s to b l a m e . "3

T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  this s u r v e y  still seem to b e l i e v e  t h a t  

a l c o h o l  is tl e c a u s e  r a t h e r  than the e x c u s e  f o r  v.ifo b a t t e r y ,

7 1 #  i n d i c a t i n g  that m e n  b e a t  t h e i r  w i v e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d r i n k .

A  r e c e n t  (1 9 7 6 - 7 7 ) s u r v e y  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  P r o f e s s o r s  M u r r a y  

A. S t r a u s  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o w  Hampshir e), R i c h a r d  J. G e l l e s  

( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  R h o d e  I s l a n d )  a n d  Euzanrfe K. S t e i n m e t z  ( U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  D e l a w a r e )  u n d e r  a g r a n t  f r o m  the N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M e n t a l  

He a l t h .  T h e  s u r v e y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a n a t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s a m p l e  

o f  2 , 1 * 0  families. R e s u l t s  o f  the s u r v e y  s h o w e d  t h a t  s l i g h t l y  

o v e r  one o u t  o f  six c o u p l e s  - a n  e s t i m a t e d  s e v e n  a n d  a h a l f  

m i l l i o n  c o u p l e s  - h a d  a v i o l e n t  e p isode d u r i n g  the s u r v e y  y e a r .  

T a k i n g  the entire d u r a t i o n  o f  the marriage, the f i g u r e  is o v e r  

o n e  q u a r t e r  o f  all A m e r i c a n  c o u p l e s  (28#) or a b o u t  l j} m i l l i o n  

couples. P r o f e s s o r  S t r a u s  feels that .there is a 9 5 #  c h a n c o  

t h a t  i f  the e ntire  U.S. p o p u l a t i o n  had b e e n  i n t e r v i e w ,  the 

f i g u r e s  for s p o u s a l  v i o l e n c e  w ould fall b e t w e e n  26 a n d  3U p e r c e n t



3 t r a u s  and G e l le s  b o th  f e e l  t h a t  u n d e r r e p o r t in g  o c c u r re d  and 

so th e  f i g u r e s  co u ld  be c o n s id e ra b ly  l a r g e r  th a n  th o s e  r e ­

ve a le d  by  the  s u rv e y  o r  somev/here a round  5 0  o r  6 0  p e rc e n t

The r e s u l t s  o f  my s u rv e y  te n d  to  c o n f i r m  the  S t r a u s . G e l le s ,  

S te in m e tz  s u rv e y .  T w e n ty - f iv e  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  

in d ic a t e d  t h a t  th e y  have been v i o l e n t  to  c h e i r  spouse  yif, 

i n d ic a te d  t h a t  t h e i r  spouse had been v i o l e n t  t o  them, and 

2 9 %  i n d ic a t e d  t h a t  th e re  had been v io le n c e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  

p a re n ts  m a r r ia g e .  T w en ty -seven  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

had e x p e r ie n c e d  v io le n c e  i n  o n ly  one o f  th e  above m en tio ne d  

ways, 20,t had e xp e r ie n c e d  v io le n c e  i n  two a re a s  and 7/S had 

e xp e r ie n c e d  v io le n c e  i n  a l l  th re e  a re a s  ( th e y  were v i o l e n t ,  

t h e i r  spouse v/as v i o l e n t  and t h e i r  p a re n ts  w e re  v i o l e n t ) .

The r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  pe rsons  m ost l i k e l y  to  escape 

f e .n i l y  v io le n c e  a re  those  v / i th  a f o u r  y e a r  d e g re e ,  1 how ever, 

those  w i t h  g ra d u a te  degrees  e xp e r ie n c e d  the h ig h e s t  in c id e n c e  

o f  v io le n c e .

The answers to  those q u e s t io n s  g e n o ra to d  o t h e r  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  

I  sho u ld  have in c lu d e d  such as w h e th e r  th e  re s p o n d e n t  i n i t i a t e d

o f  a l l  c o u p le s  h a v in g  h i t  each o th e r  a t  l e a s t  o n c e .^

I  have been v i o l e n t  to  my spouse 
My spouse has been v i o l e n t  to me

2 7 ?  2 9 7  1 5 *  5 3 7

3 1 7  3 8 *  I B * ___



th e  v io le n c e  o r  responded  to i t .  S e v e ra l  o f  th e  q u e s t io n a i r e s  

had n o te s  t h a t  th e  re s p o n d e n t  had e c te d  i n  s e l f  d e fe n s e .  I t  

wou ld  seem t h a t  d e s p i t e  o v e r  two yea rs  o f  s tu d y  r e g a r d in g  t h i s  

p rob lem , d e s p i t e  h e lp in g  to  e s t a b l i s h  a s h e l t e r  and a c t i n g  as  

a Board Member and d e s p i t e  many spe ak ing  engagements t o  in fo rm  

th e  p u b l i c  a b o u t  w i f e  b a t t e r y ,  i t  to o k  th e  re sp on se  to  t h i s  

s u rv e y ,  my s u rv e y ,  t o  c o n v in c e  me t h a t  v/hen d e a l in g  w i t h  th e  

g e n e ra l  p u b l i c ,  I  am d e a l in g  w i t h  b a t te r e d  v /ive3  and sh o u ld  

a sk  q u e s t io n s  a c c o r d in g l y .

Respondents i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  29/5 o f  them had w i tn e s s e d  v io le n c e  

w i t h i n  t h e i r  p a re n ts  m a r r ia g e .  Much has been w r i t t e n  t o  i n ­

d ic a t e  t h a t  v io le n c e  i n  th e  f a m i l y  i s  i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l ,  

however, th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  su rve y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  o n ly  11#- • 

o f  those  who w i tn e s s e d  v io le n c e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  p a r e n ts  m a r r ia g e  

had v io le n c e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  own l i v e s .  T w e n ty - th re e  p e rc e n t  

o f  those  who e x p e r ie n c e d  v io le n c e  in  t h e i r  own l i v e s  had n o t  

e x p e r ie n c e d  v io le n c e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  p a re n ts  m a r r ia g e .

The l a s t  q u e s t io n  on th e  s u rv e y  q u e s t io n a i r c  i n d ic a t e d  th a t  

th e  m a jo r i t y  (8 8 # ) o f  th e  re sp o n d e n ts  were aware t h a t  th e re  

i s  a s h e l t e r  f o r  b a t t e r e d  w ive s  and t h o i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  ^r.chorago

S U M M A R Y

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  a u r ' e y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

r e s p o n d e n t s  a r c  a w a re  t h a t  w i f e  b a t 4c r y  i s  an  e x t e n s i v e  p ro b le m



u n d e rs ta n d  th e  l e g a l i t i e s  o f  th e  p rob lem , b u t  w e re  somewhat con ­

fu se d  as to  when and i f  a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  c o u ld  make an  a r r e s t  

f o r  w i f e  b a t t e r y .  There were a ls o  m ixed f e e l i n g s  as to  w h e th e r  

th e  p o l i c e  were s u p p o r t iv e  o f  b a t te r e d  w ive s  o r  b a t t e r i n g  hus ­

bands. The same m ixed f e e l i n g s  a p p l ie d  to  f r i e n d s  and  f a m i l i e s .

There  was a g e n e r a l l y  good u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  re a s o n s  why a  

woman would  s -a y  w i t h  a man v/ho b e a t  h e r .  Some o f  t h e  o ld  

m yths (she  e n jo y s  i t  o r  she i s  s t u p id )  seem to  have l o s t  much 

s u p p o r t .

O n ly  lj/t o f  those  surveyed  f e l t  t h a t  a man has th e  r i g h t  to  

c o n t r o l  h i s  v / i f e .  Seven p e r c e n t  o f  these  were women and 

were men.

E le ve n  p e rc e n t  o f  those  su rv e y e d  f e l t  t h a t  " s la p p in g  one ’ s 

spouse on " a p p r o p r ia te "  o c c a s io n s  v/a3 a c c e p ta b le .  T h is  was 

seme im provem ent o v e r  the  o n e - f i f t h  a p p ro v a l r a t e  shown i n  

a I9 6 0  H a r r i s  P o l l .  Tho a p p ro v a l  r a te  f o r  men had n o t  changed 

much, how ever, w i t h  th e  H a r r i s  P o l l  show ing 2'j/» a p p ro v a l  and 

my s u rv e y  show ing 2k/\> a p p ro v a l .  The a p p ro v a l  r a t o  f o r  women 

had changed c o n s id e r a b ly , however, the H a r r i s  P o l l  show ing  

16# a p p ro v a l  f o r  women and 7/° a p p ro v a l  f o r  women i n  my s u r v e y .

A r e c e n t  su rve y  conducted  by P ro fe s s o rs  M urray  A .  S t r a u s ,

R ic h a rd  J .  G e l le s  and Suzanne K . S te in m e tz  showed t h a t  s l i g h t l y  

o v e r  one o u t  o f  s i x  c o u p le s  -  an e s t im a te d  seven and c. h a l f  

m i l l i o n  c o u p le s  -  had a v i o l e n t  ep isode  d u r in g  th e  s u rv e y  y e a r .



T a k in g  th e  e n t i r e  d u r a t io n  o f  th e  m a r r ia g e ,  th e  f i g u r e  i s  o v e r  

one q u a r te r  o f  a l l  A m erican  co u p le s  (2 8 / i)  o r  r b o u t  13 m i l l i o n  

c o u p le s .  These f i g u r e s  do n o t  c o n s id e r  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

u n d e r r e p o r t in g ,  w h ich  co u ld  send the  f i g u r e s  h ig h e r .

My s u rv e y  would  te n d  to  c o n f i rm  th e  S t r a u s ,  G e l le s ,  S te in m e tz  

s u rv e y .  T w e n t y - f i v e  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  re s p o n d e n ts  in d ic a t e d  t h a t  

th e y  have been v i o l e n t  to  t n e i r  spouse, 3 1 /  ̂ i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

t h e i r  spouse had been v i o l e n t  to  them and 2 9 /* in d ic a t e d  t h a t  

th e re  had been v io le n c e  v / i t h in  t h e i r  p a re n ts  m a r r ia g e .
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It's a c r im e fo r men to beat up 
women,

S*. in the firs t year of the Battered 
Wnmen'r. P ro ject in the C ity A tto r­
n e y 's  o f f i c e ,  c h a r g e s  w e re  f i le d  
against 3'6 "batterers" in response to 
871 poliec reports. There are 188 cases 
pending,

Sa lly Buck ley , coord inator of the 
project, be lieves he r office has helped 
many women who had been battered 
and. It: th e  long run , may help the 
h u sb a n d s  or lo v e r s  who b a tte re d

worse if  the men find cu t they to ld 
someone."

Burk ley says the women apologize 
fo r  th e ir  m en. e x p la in in g  th e y 've  
been abu ! on ly  three times in 10 
years, or saying the men acted under 
stress. They say. "We're going to take 
a va ca tio n  and e v e ry th in g  w ill he 
O K "

But ba ttering isn't on ly a black eye 
o r b roken  bones. B uck ley  exp la in s 
th e re  are th ree  other types. One is 
p sy cho lo g ica l — name c a llin g  and 
using degrading terms. Or there may 
bp a c tio n s  to h u r t or d e s tro y  th e  
woman's p ioperty or anyth ing dear to 
her. That could be ch ild ren , an an i­
m al. even a plant Sexual ba tte ring  
may be vio len t Insistence on having 
sex, sometimes a ft a heating

‘The point of it is power,’1 Buckley 
say* . "H e Is show ing  th a t  he has 
power over her There probnhlv are 
many more case* of sexua l vio lence 
that we don't get reports «n."

Often the woman is not the on ly 
v ic tim . Buckley says Federa l Bureau 
o f in ve s t ig a t io n  f ig u re s  show th a t 
more police o fficers are in ju red d u r 
ing  domestic * violence ca lls  than in 
any other crim e

Po lice o ften  have been charged 
w ith  Ind iffe rence , even w ith  not an­
swering such calls.

Buck ley says, "Seattle police, fo r 
the i "st part, have reacted favorably 
an*i n  -onslvely in the year I've been 
work ing w ith them They don't g ive 
wom en v e rb a l s ta t ic  o r put th em  
down for ca lling. Bui it doi-s happen, 
sometimes. I have a couple of rejiorUi 
where police laughed at th e  victim*.

"But it's the police, or community 
serv ice o fficers, who take the women 
to she lte rs and hospitals. It's Im por­
ta n t th a t p o lice  e v e ryw h e re  open 
the ir m indx to the fart that this K one 
more < tim e  In the community it a f­
fects fam ilies and ch ildren. 9

" I f  th e se  women h a v e  sup p o rt 
from  the po lice and the p rosecuto rs, 
if they get peace and safe ty , if  they 
a rc  treated as they would he in any 
o ther assault, th ings would change for 
the better. I t  can't all he left to the 
v ic t im .'

In c re a s in g ly , the v ic t im s  in th is  
com m un ity are getting more help and 
more iH-ople arc caring.

B uck ley  lis ts  the p ro tection and 
counseling grouns .such as Evsrereen

Legal Services, Salvation A rmy social 
s e r v ic e s  and it s  C a th e r in e  Boot! 
House she lte r, the Abused Women's 
N etwork end the domestic - violence 
p ro jec t at G roup H ea lth  Hosp ita ls, 
among others. There are shelters and 
"safe homes" where vic tim s can "hide 
o u t ." .

Buckley says her project can t go 
back to the causes o f vio len t behavior. 
The a lternative is lo  teach the batter­
e r. by counseling or a ja il term , that 
"society no longe r w ill accep t th is  
behav io r in the fam ily  He must be 
taugh t how to handle b is stress and 
anger.

"We are in the prosecutor's o ffice 
and are In the rc le of adversary to the 
batterer. We also have a ro le in sen­
tencing and probation. We can recom­
m end h e lp  fo r h im . And we work 
w ith  psych ia tris ts and counselors to 
f in d  out why people hatter.

"Few recognize and do something 
about these problems. It is the goad of 
being taken to court that gets them to 
co un se lin g . Then th e re ’s a t least a 
vear of consistent counseling and fo l­
low - through needed It's hopeful but 
it's not easy or quick "

Buckley gets up tigh t w ith  police- 
m en and Judges who exp ec t th a t 
w om en v ic t im s  w on 't show  up in 
COUrt to testify against the men who 
battered them.

She co un te rs . "W hen  a woman 
ca lls  the police, she rc-'-ognlzes what is 
happening and that no one has the 
righ t to do these th ings to her.

"Peop le don ’t un de rstan d  why a 
woman takes It hm often the batterer 
make*. mre she has no contro l of her 
environm en t. She doesn't have con­
tro l of finance*, of places to go. her 
meals and even her sleep may be ;n- 
terrup tod

"These women are not born losers. 
But they often see them selves as los 
ers. ‘No power, no self-esteem equals 
loser i t ’s subtle ."

Buckle,’ doesn't have any figu re s 
on whe ther these cases o f dom estic 
v io le n c e  a re  b e tw een  m a r r ie d  o r 
unmarried couples.

Her s ta ff is federa lly  paid and in 
r lu d e s  P r itc h e tt , D iane P r ie s t and 
Barbara Daniels — plus vo lunteers.

Next to more shelters, more sa fe  
homes and mn e he lp  fo r ba tte red  
women. B u rk le y  w ou ld  l ik e  more 
vo lunteers.

S a l l y  R a l e i g h

them. The office was established last 
June

C t u i  H ag is  th e  nam e of th e  
game Her office counsels the vh i ms. 
te lling  them  the ir legal righ ts. It finds 
tem po ra ry  sh e lte rs  where they can 
live , re fe rs  them to agencies for long 
term  counse ling sa d  sometimes gets 
"no^oaiact" ardors. Thcst are compa­
rab le to restra in ing orders

Prosecutors in the City Attorney's 
o ffice ra re ly  seek Jail te rm s for the 
o ffenders fh# man who is taken to 
eonrt o ften  is g iven  a suspended or 
d e fe rre d  sen ten ce on the condition 
thal bo goes to coun. d in g  — to learn 
why he b a tte rs , lo  un d e rs tan d  h is 
preb it-ms or perhaps for ulcoholisn .

A m ajo r de te rren t to prosecution 
always has been that vic tim * — v ir­
tua lly  a ll o f them women — have had 
second thoughts and refused to testi­
fy , sometimes Just by not showing up 
in court

Buck ley Is ph-used tha t, of those 
contacted and counseled by the pro 
Its t. I ' ll tln l pro -" hi. iM ceaafully.

Yet, she sava. the f ig u re s  aren 't 
everyth ing .

We are like a sta irway We need 
to he th e re  h r  these women to let 
tlmm  know  they  have support. But 
the conosehng, the learn ing to control 
the ir live s , is such a long process "

B uck ley  t* one of m any who be­
lieves "crim e shou ld be the word up 
front, tha t crim ina l charges probably 
w ill he the biggest deterrent.

A domestic abase rase starts when 
the wnman ca lls  the po lice Reports 
are screened and project aides follow 
up hy eon (acting victim s by telephone.

SALLY BUCKLEY C O O R D I N A T E S  A  PROJECT T O  HELP BATTERED W O M E N  
She feels criminal charge will be biggest deterrent

by m ee tin g  them  be fo re  the court 
hearing, a ttend ing the hearing w ith 
t h e n  a n d  f i n a l l y ,  b y  f o l lo w in g  
through

Buckley says, "Wo do some of me 
basics We find out if thOy arc safe if 
they need to o th e r pUce w> liv e  If 
they need medical care. We c lu n k  out 
th e ir  ph ys ica l and em o tiona l cond i­
tions

"W e g iv e  them  In fo rm a tion  and 
e x p la in  t h e i r  le g a l r ig h t s .  M any 
women s t i l l be lieve they have to get a 
d ivo rce to prosecute the men. They 
don't

“A lot o f our work Is throw ing out 
myth* about the taw ," say* Buckley, 
who it  a law yer

perhaps ir physical exercise lik e  the 
rest or us he hits.

"B a tte re rs  corns from  a ll ra c ia l 
b a ckg ro un d s , a ll ages and a l l eco­
nomic groups They a re  professional 
and working class and so arc the v ic­
tims

'The women victim s also have low 
se lf esteem , even though one may be 
a la w y e r  w ith  p ro fe s s io n a l se lf- es­
teem

Joanne P r itch e tt, a pro ject aide, 
adds, “Women say. 'He didn't rc a ”v 
hurt me, I Just have a black eye' be 
ci- . je  they're nm in the hospital with 
broken hones. They a lso want to pro 
tect the men from the outside world, 
And they're a fra id  everyth ing w ill get

Buckley's tone of vo ice shows tha: 
she — like almost a ll those who work 
w ith  battered women doesn't be  
lieve what she knows to tie true.

She says, "tine of the phenomena 
of battered women is that they mink 
m lze , o r don't recogn ize , w ha t has 
happened to them. Many don't want 
•o get the man in trouble . We have lo 
c h a l le n g e  th a t  d e p e n d e n c y , the 
women protecting the men "

B u rk ley  exp la in s that the stereo 
type of the batterer is of a macho In­
man "But he is a man who dneen t 
have high naif-esteem. He sees himself 
as a victim  in the world , l ie  can ’t d<-al 
w ith Mb s-irtH.^i |n-i. m ti.M
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U n s e e n ,  v i o l e n c e  o c c u r s  a l m o s t  
d a i l y  w i t h i n  F a i r b a n k s  f a m i l i e s

than  fam ilie s , he says , and the re lia n ce  
on re la t iv e s  e lsew here  d im in ish es here.

“ You ca n ’t a sk  grandm a how she d id  
it ( ra ise d  ch ild ren ) , so who do you tu rn  
to?” he say s .

W in te rs  tha t fo rce iso la tion fo r long 
pe rio d s, e sp e c ia lly  in the more iso la te d  
Bush , a lso  con tribu te  to dom estic 
v io len ce . "B e in g  trapped indoors w ith  a 
bunch o f voung k id s  tends to d r iv e  you 
up the w a ll "  s a y s  Fox.

Fox s, .y s  F a irb a n k s  has more than Its 
sh a re  of soc ia l se rv ice  agenc ies bu t 
th ey  go unused . ‘ 'They’l l look down on 
you o r ta k e  you r k id s  aw a y ,"  he s a y s  is 
the typ ic a l reac tion  to h is agency.

As has been the experience e lsew here 
su ch  a s West V irg in ia  du r in g  periods of 
econom ic depression , c r im e  r is e s  as 
Jobs run cu t.

A cco rd ing to c h M  S la te  T rooper 
in ve s t ig a to r C .R . McCoy, the num ber of 
th e fts  has risen  d ram a tic a lly  s in ce  the 
p ip e lin e  peak in 1976 More unemployed 
w o rke rs  mean more id le  tim e . And 
m ore unem ployed people mean m ore 
th e fts , he sa y s .Tnou|0i statistics are urmvatuinie to
prove the point, the theory apparen tly  
app lie s to c r im e s  of dom estic v io len ce 
as w e ll, sa y s  McCoy. More unemployed 
w o rke rs  mean more dom estic c r im e .

But a l l of those fac to rs, the exp e rts  
s a y , a n  re la t iv e ly  m inor when com ­
pa re  1 to a lco ho l- th e  s in g le  m ost 
sign! ican t cause of dom estic v io len ce In 
the a rea .

The annua l U .S consumption ra te  of 
a lcoho l per person in 1975 w a s 2.9 
g a llo n s . In  A laska  du rin g  the sam e 
period it w as 4.5 ga llons.

F a irb a n k s  po lice Sgt. J .B . C arnahan 
e s t im a te s  tha t 90 per cent o f h is  
d ep a rtm en t's  dom estic d is tu rb a n ce  
c a se s  In vo lve  a lco' ol. The 1979 Health 
S y s tem s P la n  for Northern A la ska  
f la t ly  s ta te s : "C h ild ren  a rc  fre quen tly  
a b u s e d  b y  a d u lt s  w ith  a lc o h o l 
p ro b lem s ."

A ccord ing to E lle n  G an ley , prog am  
d ire c to r  for the F a irb a n k s  N t five 
A s s o c ia t io n ' s  a lc o h o l p r o g r a m , 
a lco ho lism  In the a rea  is " a  b ig  
p rob lem , M uch b igg e r than you r 
a v e r a g e  F a i r b a n k s  c i t i z e n  c a n  
im ag in e  Tha t you see on Second 
A venue Is on ly 5 per ce n t. Tops.

L in d a  w a s  m a r r ie d  a t  1 7 .  H e r  e l d e s t  

c h il d  i s  f i v e :  t h e  y o u n g e s t  l e s s  t h a n  a  

y e a r .  A  t h ir d  i s  s o m e w h e r e  /.i b e t w e e n . 

S h e  i .n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  s p l i t  b e f o r e  t h e  

I a s i  b a b y  was b o r n . H u r t in g  fo r  m o n e y , 

s h e  m o v e d  in  w it h  tw o  o t h e r  y o u n g  

w o m e n  a n d  to o k  u p  w it h  a n o t h e r  m a n  

S h e  I s  n o w  t r y in g  to m a k e  u p  fo r  l o st  

t i m e .  S h e  i s  o f t e n  o u t  a ll n ig h t , l e a v i n g  

h e r  c h il d r e n  to f e n d  fo r  t h e m s e l v e s .  

L i n d a  I s  t e r m e d  " m a r g i n a l l y  n e g l e c t ­

f u l . "

D o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e

F i r s t  o f  «  s e r i e s

R i t a  a n d  h e r  b o y f r ie n d  a r g u e d  w h e n  

s h e  a n n o u n c e d  ( h a t  s h e  w a n t e d  to  g o  

h o m e .  H e  d id n 't  w a n t  h e r  to l e a v e  

A l a s k a  H e  lo st  h i s  t e m p e r . T h e y  y e l l e d . 

F i n a l l y  h e  s h o v e d  h e r  t h r o u g h  a  w in ­

d o w . T h e  n e x t  n ig h t  It  w a s  w o r s e . M o r e  

y e l l in g  a n d  f ig h t in g . H e  p u n c h e d  h e r . 

H e  b e a t  h e r . H e  b r o k e  h e r  n o s e  H e  

t h r e a t e n e d  to s c a r  h e r  fo r  l if e  A  n e i g h ­

b o r  c a l l e d  p o l ic e  a n d  t h e y  a r r e s t e d  h i m  

a f t e r  R i t a  s ig n e d  a  c i t i z e n 's  a r r e s t  

f o r m  A f t e r  t h r e e  a n d  a  h a l f  m o n t h s  In  

J a i l  a w a it in g  t r ia l , h e  p l e a d e d  g i l l t y  to 

a s s a u l t

J a n  h a d  b e e n  t h r e a t e n e d  a n d  w a s  n o t 

c o m f o r t a b l e  h o m e  a l o n e  H e r  s o n  I n ­

l a w  s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  h e r  l a t e  a t  n ig h t , 

t h r e a t e n in g  to h a r m  h e r  S o  s h e  a s k e d  a  

f r ie n d  to s t a y  w it h  h e r , to  c o m f o r t  a n d  

p r o t e c t  h e r . T h r e e  m o n t h s  a g o , h e r  s o n - 

in -l a w  f u l f il l e d  h i s  p r o m i s e .  H e  s h o t  

d e a d  J a n  a n d  f r ie n d  B i l l ,  a n d  t h e n  

!  t m s e l f .

By DAVID RAMSEUR
S t a f f  W r it e r  

The nam es In the f ir s t two inc iden ts 
a re  m ade up but a l l three situation!, arc 
rea l They a re  Just a few exam p le s of 
what m any in F a irb a n k s  agree is  a 
d e a d ly  se r io u s  p rob lem  dom es tic  
v io len ce . And It ’s  ge tting  worse.

” It 's  a p rob lem  th a t’s  >,c it in g  worse 
,.nd w ill continue to get w o rse ,"  say s 
F a irb a n k s  D is tr ic t A tto rney H arry  
D av is , who sees n ea r ly  30 a ssa u lt ca se s 
a month. He s a y s  most of those in vo lve 
dom estic  v io lence .

F a irb a n k s  w as shocked th is sp rin g  
wh m well-known a r tL ’ B ill B e rry  and 
Jan  Tedesco , a friend whom he w as 
try in g  to p ro tec t, were shot dead on a 
c ity  s tre e t R eaction ranged from  
sorrow  to rage . Th*» shooting focused 
atten tion  on F a irb a n k s ’ hidden issue  of 
dom estic  v io len ce

T U R M O I L  A T  H O M E  - D o m e s t i c  violence h a s  U s  effect 
on the children, w h o  often feel u n w a n t e d  a n d  responsible 
for their parents’ fighting. A  recent study indicates that 
one-sixth of all A m e r i c a n  couples e a c h  year experience 
“a violent episode,” ranging f r o m  a n  occasional slap to 
homicide. In F a i r b a n k s  d o m e s t i c  violence is a serious 

p r o b l e m  a n d  it’s g*»ttinf worse, experts say.
i Stall photo by Eric Muehling >

X .V - X - X - X v ' .- X v ' .v X  X v X 1
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v i c t i m
a n d  a n g u i s h  f a d e  s l o w l y

By DAVID R A M S E U R
S t a f f  W r it e r

We’ll call her Susan. She’s a F a ir­
banks housewife Her husband works 
up north, returning home for visits 
ev*ry  few weeks, She has friends in 
town and keeps busy while her husband 
is away.

Typical? Not quite:
Her husband beats her
The most recent beating a few 

months ago resulted in four fractured 
ribs and a dislocated shoulder. She was 
fla t on her back for several days 
recovering from  the intense pain, und 
she s till has nightmares.

She agreed to talk with the.News- 
M lner anonymously. She said she hopes 
1* w ill hr Ip other women “ who are 
afra id to talk about it ."

Susan, 39. was raised In Nome but 
resettled In Anchorage where she lived 
for nca ily 20 years l>efoic moving to 
Fairbanks two years ago. She came 
here with her boyfriend, whom she 
later married, because they thought it 
would be easier to find work.

It wasn’t.
“ My husband had been out of work 

for six months His relatives were 
pressuring him, and when they do that 
there is nobody for him lo pick on 

j besides m e," she said of events leading 
up to the first beating

When he finally landed a Job, he 
expected her lo be home when he got 
there.

One day late this May, he returned 
home from work and found the house 
empty. Susan was visiting relatives, 
helping them with their own family 
problems. In the past he had come 

I home drunk after a few hours at the 
| bars and she wanted to give him tin e  to 
i cool off.

“ This Is the second time 1 had run 
away because I don't like to be with him 

j when he has been drinking," she said 
"He Just completely loses control of 

I himself "
When she finally arrived home, the

Suestioning began Then yelling He 
emanded lo know where she had been 

Her explanation didn't help.
"H e  started be; mg me," she said "1 

begged him to stop It He just kept 
beating me on my stomach."

It d idn 't slop until a passerby heard 
the screaming and called police They 
took her to the hospital emergency 
room After she signed a citizen's 
arrest form, her husband went to Jail.

The police told Susan about Women In 
Crisis-Counseling and Assistance. She 
called them from  the hospital. She

j D o m e s t i c
v i o l e n c e

S e c o n d  o f  a  series

spent the next month at the WICCA 
shelter for abused women 

That beating was not the firs t Susan 
has received Irom a husband Her first 
husband w'as a fisherman In the 
Aleutians. At first, the marriage was 
good one, despite frustrations.

They moved to his nome island where 
" i t  took me a while to get used to their 
way of liv in g ." When the fishing was 
good, there was money and they were 
happy But the money also led to 
trouble: alcohol.

"They fished from May to October 
and he made enough money to stay 
drunk all w inter long," she recalled. 
"H a lf the time I dld,.'t know where he 
was at and I don't see h lr for two 
weeks because he don't come home.”  

The situation worsened.
Three years later, drinking led to 

arguments and finally, violence. "He 
beat me w ith anything. One time he 
even threw his father at me "  He pul 
her in the hospital three times.

Susan tried her best to tolerate it. 
"He kept telling me that he wouldn't do 
It again," she said, regret in her voice 
"He did pretty good for a while. But 
fishermen get together and they have a 
big party and that goes on year after 
year. Before fishing and after fishing. 
They're celebrating all the tim e."

A fter a particularly severe boating 
Susan abruptly left "We just pulled 
into a fishing port and I got out of the 
boat and went to Anchorage "  That's 
the last she saw of him.

Like many other victims of domestic 
violence, Susan Is confused and unsure 
of herself. Her current hu?oand goes to 
court In a month on ass. i l t  charges 
But she's w illing  to forgi e him And 
like many other batterec wives, she 
partly blames herself 

"Maybesometimes I ask for It. I open 
my mouth at the wrong tim e," she said. 
She hopes to lie more understanding, to 
let her husband's friends borrow her 
car, to not criticize. Slowly w ith the 
passage of time, the frightening 
memory of her beating fades 

Her husband calls her regularly from 
work now and sends money to p«ty (or

the ir Fairbanks apartnjent and her 
expenses. "He says he Is sorry and he 
asked me to forgive him and I said I 
would. Because I think I have put him 
through some h—

Wife beating Susan believes, is often 
tied to drinking, which itself ran be the 
product of frustration. "They drink 
because they are bored. They get 
disgusted because they can't find a 
jo b ."

She doesn't know the statistics 
showing that domestic vio lence la a 
growing problem in America. Nor does 
she know the statistics indicate one 
outbreak of domestic violence occurs, 
on the average, every day in Fair 
banks.

She has only her own problems, 
confusion and uncertainty about the 
future to consider. There ure no easy 
answers for her. But she does know one 
thing (or sure: she was helped by 
WICCA.

‘ When I first went out there (to the 
WICCA shelteri I used to have 
nightmares," she said. "1 would wake 
myself up screaming. But one of *he 
counselors would come into my room 
and wake me up and if I wanted to sit up 
she would sit right there on the edge of 
the bed and talk with me."

The nightmares have passed. Life is 
buck to a routine She frequently visits 
the organization's office to ta lk with 
women in her same boat. "1 Just feel 
relaxed ail over," she said. " I  think 
WICCA is the greatest thing that ever 
happened."

Susan wants to continue her crusade. 
She plans to take counseling courses at 
the University this fa ll so she can deal 
more professionally with other women 
in s im ila r situations.

Now, Susan says, she understands 
what battered women go through Not 
only the pain but the frustrations, 
wondering and hope. And what they ran 
do for themselves

F o r  F r l d a v  C h il d  a b u s e  a n d  n a p 'r e t  

I s  a  . I t o e k m g l y  s e r io u s  p r o b l e m  in  

F a i r b a n k s .
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h i l d  a b u s e  6a  b i g  p r o b l e m  h e r e ’
By DAVID R A M S E U R

s t a f f  w r it e r  

In  one fam ily , a fa th e r goes out to the 
b a ck ya rd , p u lls  down a w ill jw  sw itch  
and sw a ts h is  ch ild  un til w e lts  . is e . In  
another, the ch ild  is  re s tr ic te d  to the 
house. D iffe ren t pun ishm ent for the 
sam e  act

T h a t, sa y s  J im  Fox, reg iona l so c ia l 
se i v ic e  m anage r for the -nate Dep i rt- 
m en t of H ea lth  anti Socia l S e rv ice s , is  
the th in  lin e between ch ild  abuse and 
pun ishm ent.

F o x 's  agency , whose ju r is d ic t io n  
ex tend s from  F a irb a n k s  north, h and le s 
an a ve rage  40 fam ily  c r ise s  a month. 
About 60 pe r cent in vo lve  ch ild  abuse 
and neglect 

M ost of them , he sa y s , "don ’t tend to 
be the  rea l ju ic y  ones." L ike the m other 
in Nome who d r in ks too m uch , pa sses 
ou t and whose in fant ch ild ren  freeze to 
dea th , Or the paren ts who lock th e ir 
c h ild  in a c lo se t for months a t a tim e .

BLANCHE BRUNK
A l a s k a ' s  i s o l a t i o n  c o n ­

t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  c h i l d  a b u s e  

p r o b l e m

D o m e s t i c
v i o l e n c e

T h i r d  o f  a  s e r i e s
Those ca se s  of ex trem e neg lect 

co n stitu te  le s s  than one per cent o f the 
c a se s , he sa y s . I t ’s  the le ss d ram a tic , 
the ones t t u '  don’t get the head lines, 
th a t concern i.te so c ia l w orkers.

And they say  there is p len ty of reason 
fo r concern . N ationa l fig u re s suggest 
th a t on ly one in five  ca se s of ch ild  abuse 
and neg lect a re  reported. L ast y e a ' , 
m o re  than a m illion  ca se s were 
repo rted  na tion a lly . Of those, 2,000 
in vo lv ed  death s.

In  the f ir s t  s ix  m on ttr of 1977, the 
m ost recen t s ta t is t ic s  a va ila b le , 435 
c a se s  of c h ild  abuse and neg lect w ere 
re co rded  In A la ska ., And B lanche 
B runk , d ire c to r of the F a irb an k s  Child

A bu se T a sk  Force , sa y s  the fig u re s a re  
r is in g .

S ays B runk , " I t ’s  a b ig  prob lem  
h e re ."

C h ild  abu se  and neg lect, the expe rts 
s a y , is  cau sed  p r im a r ily  by s tre s s . Most 
o f the A la s k a ’s  ca se s in vo lve com plete 
fam ilie s  in which the paren ts a re  d r iven  
to abu se  o r neg lect. I t  can be wh in ing 
in fa n ts , a b la r in g  te lev is ion  o r jo b  
p re s su re s .

In  A la ska , alcohol u su a lly  p la y s  a 
ro le , too. A cco rd ing to the 1978 
P roposed S tate Health P lan  for A la ska , 
"T h e  consumption of alcohol con­
tr ib u te s  s ig n if ic a n t ly  to the in c idence of 
c h ild  abu se  and neg lect a s it does to

acc id en ta l in ju ry  and dea th .”
Most p a ren ts h a ve  the cap a c ity  tc. be 

a b u s in g  paren ts, sa y s  B runk Less the.u 
10 per cent a re  psychotic , she sa y s , and 
the rest can  be helped 

"A s  tr ite  a s  it m ay sound ,” sa y s  Fox, 
"m o s t ab u s in g  paren ts don’t lik e  to be 
ab u s in g  paren ts. They ju s t  reach  the 
end of th e ir lim its ."

The iso la tion  of A la ska—what B runk 
c a l l s  " r u g g e d  in d iv id u a l i sm "  o f 
A la sk an s—the poor economy and the 
s ta te ’s  genera l d is ta s te  for governm ent 
ag en c ie s  ap p a ren tly  in te n s ify  the 
p rob lem  here .

In  F a irb a n k s , the num ber of m ili ta r y  
fam ilie s , wh ich tend more tow ard s tr ic t  
d isc ip lin e , a lso con tribu tes to the 
reg iona l prob lem , s a y s  Fox.

The L eg is la tu re  dea ls  w ith  ch ild  
ab u se  and neglect by ch a rg in g  F o x ’s 
agency  w ith  en fo rcing two s ta tu te s . 
One sp e lls  out the p rob lem ; the o ther 
g iv e s  the departm en t powers to do 
som eth ing  about it.

C h ild  abuse  and neg lect ca se s come 
to the agency 's atten tion through a 
v a r ie ty  o f m eans A r em ergency room 
docto r m ay  notice -while tre a tin g  a 

(See VIOLENCE, paf/e R)
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H e r e  a r e  t h e  s i g n s  o f  c h i l d  a b u s e  o r  n e g l e c t

Ch ild  abuse  and neg lect a re n ’t 
a lw a y s  b u rn s  and c ru ise s , b lo ie d  
s tom ach s an d  tagged  cl .thing >ften 
th e y 're  me c subtle .

E xp o rts  In the fie ld  genera lly  d iv id e  
c h ild  abuse  and neglect Into four 
ca te go r ie s  phys ica l abuse, neglect, 
w h ich  can be phys ica l or em otional; 
em o tiona l abuse , which can be ve rb a l; 
and sexu a l abuse.

E x p e rts  su y  these a re  s ign s of 
p o ss ib le  ab u se  in the uppcaranco and 
beh av io r o f ch ild ren :

C h ild 's appearance:
• U n u su a l b ru is e s , w e lts , b u rn s ,

f ra c tu re s  and b ite m arks o r frequent 
in ju r ie s  exp la ined a s " a c c id en ts .”

• O ften d ir ty , t ire d , w ithout energy ; 
c lo th e s d ir ty , tom  or w rong for the 
w ea th e r .

• Needs g la sse s  o r o ther m ed ica l 
c a re .

• V encra l d isea se ; pain o r itch ing  in 
the g en ita l area

Ch ild 's behav io r:
• U n p l e a s a n t ,  d e m a n d i n g ,  
tro u b le som e; frequen tly  b rea k s th ings

• Account of how an In ju ry  occurcd 
not p la u s ib le .

• Apt to accept affection from  any 
a d u lt .

• Comes to school la te , is  frequen tly

ab sen t o r s ta y s  around a fte r school Is 
d ism isse d .

• Is  beh ind tor h is o r her age In school 
o r In em o tion a l and in te l le c tu a l 
deve lopm en t.

P a ren t or c a re ta ke r's  b e h a v io r:
• Has h is to ry  of uhuse as a ch ild  o r a 
paren t.

• E n fo rce s harsh d isc ip lin e  which 
doesn 't seem  proper for the age o r act 
i>l (h ech ild .

• M isu se s alcohol or other d rug s
• L ive s Iso lated and doesn't appear 

to gel a long w ell w ith  others.
• Has long term  Illn e sses
• Doesn't ca re  about the ch ild  or 

w ithho lds lo ve  and affec tion .

i
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c h ild ’s broken le g—sm a ll, round burns 
on Ihe c h ild ’s bu tto cks. The docto r is 
re q u ire d  by law  •* ;«port such  an in 
cid'ent to the departm en t

N e ighbors m ay hear loud sc re am ing  
next door or see that parents have le ft 
th e ir sm a ll ch ild ren  unattended. The 
ne ighbo rs m ay c a ll the ch ild  abuse 
people O r there are re fe ra ls  from  other 
agenc ie s, teache rs o r even ch ild ren  
th em se lve s .

When a c a ll com es in, a soc ia l worker 
is d ispa tch ed  to in ve stig . ie . I f  in­
te rv iew s  and ph ysica l exam ination s 
point to ch ild  abuse o r neg lect, the 
agency m ay take any of se ve ra l steps.

The most ex trem e , sa y s  Fox, is  to get 
a court o rd e r to have the ch ild  rem oved 
for 48 hours. I f  fu rth e r inqu iry  re vea ls  
the need, the s ta te  can be gran ted 
cu stody of the ch ild  for 30 days . D uring 
tha t t im e  he o r she u su a lly  s ta y s  in a 
lo s te r home

M eanwh ile , case w orkers t ry  to 
counse l the , aren ts, so lv e  the problem  
and p repare  for the rv tu rn  of the ch ild  
"P h ilo so p h ic a lly ,"  sa y s Fox, “ we don’t 
feel a ch ild  should be ra ised  ou ts id e  the 
fam ily ."

The u lt im a te  fin a l action Is adoption, 
w h ich the departm ent supe rv ise s .

The most common type of abu se  is 
e x ce ss iv e  pun ishm ent, sa y s Fo x . For 
exam p le , he say s , a n in em on th  old 
ch ild  has no concept of pun ishm ent and 
sp an k in g  a ch ild  that age is p robab ly  
a b u s iv e .

M ore than h a lf the fam ilie s  the 
agency  ile a 's  w ith  are In lower Income 
b ra c k e ts , p r im a r ily  because the la ck  of 
money co n tribu te s to neg lect, he says . 
Poor ch ild ren  a re  som etim es w ithout 
proper c lo th ing o r she lte r. But, Fox 
sa y s , "A bu se  Is no respecto r of bank 
ac co u n ts ,"

B eside s the in itia l p h ys ica l and 
em o tiona l sca r abuse le a ve s on a ch ild , 
th e re  a lso  Is a la s tin g  effec t th a t cun 
co n tin u e  fo r gen e ra tio n s , R ecen t 
s tu d ie s  show that 80 per cent of felons 
p re sen tly  in |all were abused  or 
neg lected  a s ch ild ren .

F ig h tin g  ch ild  abuse and neg lect Is 
exp en sive  Th is y ea r , the F a irb a n k s  
d iv is io n  of the Departm ent :>f Health 
and Socia l S e rv ices w ill spend more 
than  $1 m illion  In taxp ayer's  money 
tre a t in g  the problem . And that f ig u re  
does not include , among o ther ex 
penscs, paym en ts to ho sp ita ls for 
trea tm en t

Tnc jo b  of the loca l ch ild  abuse 
agency  is m ade more d if f ic u lt because 
o f it reputa tion , says B runk, bu t she 
add s . "T hey  don't go snatch k id s  as 
people th in k ."

P a rt of he r Job Is to m ake the s ta te  
depa rtm en t look better, Her task force, 
w h ich  has oots in F a irb an k s  da tin g  
b a ck  to 1873, la s t month re ce ived  
$81,000 from  the le g is la tu r e

The group Is charged w ith  se ttin g  up 
an in fo rm ation am i re fe rra l se rv ic e , 
sp eake rs bu reau  and lib ra ry  and w ith 
p e rfo rm in g  In se rv ic e  tra in in g  for 
p ro fe ss ion a ls  in the f ie ld  Brunk a lso  
w an ts  to s ta r t  a parent a id  p rogram  in 
w h ich  'la y  th e rap is ts"  counsel abu s in g  
p a ren ts.

She con side rs h e rse lf a  necessa ry  
Juck-of u ll tra des in u bu siness of m any 
e v i ls  "C h ild ren ,"  sa y s  B runk, " a re  our 
im m oru llty  "

• • •

F o r  Saturday: T h e r e  a r e  n o  easy 
s o l u t io n s


