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[Jo you f a v o r  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment  wh i c h  woul d  
a u t h o r i z e  t he A l a s k a  Supreme C o u r t  t o s i t  as a t r i a l  c o u r t  i n 
a l l  m a j o r  c r i m i n a l  p r o s e c u t i o n s ,  and a l s o  a u t h o r i z e  them t o i s s u e  
a l l  sea r c h w a r r a n t s  i n  o r d e r  to a v o i d  e r r o r s  w h i c h  may o c c u r  i n  
t h es e  c r i m i n a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  at  l o we r  c o u r t  l w.  I s ?

'iiie law e n f o r c e m e n t  communi t y  f r e q u e n t l y  p e r c e i v e s  t h a t  
t he p r obl e ms  i n v o l v e d  i n c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  
n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  t he c o u r t s  or  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  i n  t he s y s t e m b u t  
may a l s o  i n v o l v e  the l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s  as w e l l .  I t  m i g h t  be 
a d v i s a b l e  i n  y o u r  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t c  i n c l u d e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t he 
f o l l o w i n g  t y p e :

Do you f e e l  t n a t  t he L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  p r o p e r l y  a d v i s e d  o f  
t he a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n v o l v e d  when d e r i s i o n s  are made t o change l aws 
d e f i n i n g  c r i m i n a l  o f f e n s e s  or  g o v e r n i n g  c r i m i n a l  p r o c e d u r e ?

Do you f a v o r  the passage o f  l aws whi c h  p r e s c r i b e  ma n d a t o r y  
j a i l  s e n t e n c e s  such as t he 1978 r e v i s i o n  o f  t he OMVI s t a t u t e s ?

Do you f e e l  t h a t  t he d e - c r i m i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  m a r i j u a n a  
was a good law?

Do you s u p p o r t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  i n d e - c r i m i n a l i  z i n g  
a l c o h o l  s t a t u s  o f f e n s e s ?

Do you f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  are a de q u a t e  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  the 
law or  t h a t  a de qua t e  f a c i l i t i e s  e x i s t  f o r  t he t r e a t m e n t  o f  a l c o h o l  
r e l a t e d  o f f e n s e s  i n A l a s k a ?

Woul d you f a v o r  t he r e d u c t i o n  o f  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  t he p o s s e s s ­
i on and use o f  c o c a i n e  t o mi s demeanor  s t a t u s ?

Do you f e e l  t h a t  the L e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u l d  r e p e a l  t he C r i m i n a  
Rul es  a d o p t e d  by 11 re A l a s k a  Supreme C o u r t  c o n c e r n i n g  D i s c o v e r y  
( R u l e  16)  and p r o h i b i t i o n  on the use o f  u n l a w f u l l y  o b t a i n e d  
e v i d e n c e  f o r  any pur pos e?

Woul d you f a v o r  r e v i s i n g  t he A l a s k a  R u l e s  of  D i s c o v e r y  
t o  b r i n g  them i n t o  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t he F e d e r a l  Rul es  r e c o g n i z i n g  
the l i m i t a t i o n s  i mposed by t he Jencks Act  whi ch  i s a l s o  S t a t e  
Law?

Do you f e e l  t h a t  the new C r i m i n a l  Code whi ch w i l l  become 
e f f e c t i v e  on J a n u a r y  1,  1980 w i l l  t i g h t e n  up on c r i m i n a l  v i o l a t i o n s  
and p r o v i d e  f o r  more e f f e c t i v e  p r o s e c u t i o n s ?

Do you f e e l  t h a t  t he l aws c o n c e r n i n g  p r e - t r i a l  r e l e a s e  
s h o u l d  be changed and t h a t  more s t r i n g e n t  c r i t e r i a  s h o u l d  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  L a i l  f o r  t h os e  p e r s o n s  char ged w i t h  
s e r i o u s  c r i me s  or r e p e a t e d  c r i m i n a l  a c t s ?

Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t he news medi a p r o v i d e s  an a d e q u a t e  
f or um or  i n f o r m s  t he p u b l i c  on q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t he j u s t i c e  
s y s t e m,  l a w s ,  c o u r t  d e c i s i o n s  or  p o l i c e  p r o c e d u r e s ?

Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t he p r e s e n t  u v c r - d r o w d i n q  o f  penal



i n s t i t u t i o n s  may bo l a r g e l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t.he f a c t  t h a t  t he 
l e g i s l a t u r e  has f a i l e d  to r e c o g n i z e  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  
f u n d i n g  an e x p a n s i o n  o f  t he sy st em?

What wo u l d  you c o n s i d e r  t o  be t he  most  s e r i o u s  
c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n a l  s y s t e m?

- Lack o f  a dequat e  f a c i l i t i e s ?
- F a i l u r e  o f  d i v e r s i o n  pr ogr ams?
- F a i l u r e  to u t i l i z e  d i v e r s i o n  pr ogr ams?
- E x c e s s i v e  s e n t e n c e s  i mposed by t h e  c o u r t s ?
- Lack o f  t r a i n i n g  f o r  c o r r e c t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l ?
- Lack o f  a c o mp r e h e n s i v e  l o n q - t e r m  pr ogr am to
c o r r e c t i o n a l  needs and pr ogr ams?
- A l l  o f  t he above
- Hone o f  t he above
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Re; J u d i c i a r y  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e :

You have asked f o r  my comments c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  q u e s ­
t i o n n a i r e .  These are n e c e s s a r i l y  somewhat  h a s t y  bec a us e  I have 
n o t  seen t he  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  or  t he f i n a l  f o r m o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  
whi ch  you have p r o p o s e d  to ask .  These comments ar e made i n  t he 
c o n t e x t  t h a t  y o u  wo u l d  d e s i r e  some i n - p u t  f r om t he l aw e n f o r c e ­
ment  c o mmu n i t y .  I wo u l d  s u g g e s t  however  t h a t  some o f  t he  i s s u e s  
whi ch  I have r a i s e d  i n  t h i s  r e p l y  are n o t  l i m i t e d  t o t he c o ncer ns  
o f  t he  l aw e n f o r c e m e n t  m i l i e u ,  b u t  i r e  more a p p r o p r i a t e l y  c o ncer ns  
of  the g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .

I w i l l  b e g i n  by maki ng some g e n e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  and 
s u g g e s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  o f  c o n c e r n .

I n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  J u v e n i l e s ( Y o u r  Q u e s t i o n  No. 17)

T h i s  i s  an e x t r e m e l y  s i m p l i s t i c  q u e s t i o n  i n i t s  p r e s e n t  
f or m wh i c h  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o r es pond t o ,  and I s u s p e c t  t h a t  i n 
w h a t e v e r  way i t  i s  a n s we r e d ,  t he r e s u l t s  wo u l d  n o t  be u s e f u l  
to y o u .  The p r i m a r y  i n - s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a 1 i z a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  now 
i s  M c L a u g h l i n .  Ver y  few l aw e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  wou l d  deny 
t h a t  p l a c e m e n t  i n  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  wou l d  have a t e n d e n c y  t o 
s o l i  i i \ .  i . . i  t i - s o c i  a l  t e n J . . „ i cs .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t he r ea s on i s  
t h a t  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  l o o k e d  upon as an u l t i m a t e  l a s t  r e s o u r c e  
a f t e r  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  has f a i l e d ,  and most  o f t e n  a f t e r  t he 
y o u t h f u l  o f f e n d e r  h i m s e l f  has shown t h a t  lie w i l l  n o t  r es po nd 
to any t r e a t m e n t  e x c e p t  l o n g - t e r m  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n .

I w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a b e t t e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  wou l d  be more 
l o c a l  q u a s i - i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  s h o r t  t er m p l a c e m e n t s .
T h i s  i s  a t y p e  o f  r e s o u r c e  wh i c h  i s  v e r y  much n e e d e d .  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  i f  y o u r  q u e s t i o n  i s  r e - w o r d e d  ( 1 )  to e v a l u a t e  the p r e s e n t  
need f o r  such a l t e r n a t i v e  p l a c e me n t  in t erms o f  f a c i l i t i e s  
and ( 2 )  s t r u c t u r e  y o u r  answer  i n t h i s  c o n t e x t ;  t h a t  i t  wo u l d  be 
more m e a n i n g f u l .

Pu bj i_c D e f e n d e r  Agency and Adequacy o f  lie p r e sen t a t i on ( Y c i r  
Qu e s t  i o n ! I o . I 3T

I b e l i e v e  I u n d e r s t a n d  what  you arc g e t t i n g  a t ,  bu t  
i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  f r o m t he q u e s t i o n .  The P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  Agency 
p r o b a b l y  does a good j o b  i n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  i t s  c l i e n t s  i f  t he 
o b j e c t i v e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  to pr omot e  d e l a y ,  mi s u s e  and 
o b f u s c a t i o n  o f  t he c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m .  I f  t he o b j e c t i v e  i s  
t o t r y  c ases  and have them j u d g e d  on t he b a s i s  o f  t he a v a i l a b l e  
e v i d e n c e ,  t hen t h e r e  r e c o r d  i s  n o t  so good.  C r i m i n a l  law p r a c t i c e  
has become a k i n d  o f  game where t he o b j e c t i v e  i now t o a v o i d  
i s s u e s  by means o f  as many f r i v o l o u s  m o t i o n s  as l o s s i b l e .  The 
m e r i t s  o f  t ne  case or  t he l e g a l  d e f e n s e s  i n v o l v  are a poor  
second t o t h i s  o b j e c t i v e .

Not  l e a s t  i n  c o m p l i c a t i n g  t he e n t i r e  m a t t e r  i s  t h a t  t he 
p a r a m e t e r s  f o r  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  t he s u b s t a n t i a l l y  f r e e  s e r v i c e s  
o f  t he P . D .  ar e so i n d i s t i n c t  and n e b u l o u s  t h a t  t h e  P. D.  i s  
a p p o i n t e d  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  c r i m i n a l  c. ; ._ . o n e a n o r  and f e l o n y )
: . : Cu k Sj .e j u d g e s  j u s t  want  t o a v o i d  t he h a s s l e s  i n v o l v e d .  The 
r e s u l t  i s  some d e g r e e  o f  p u b l i c  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  and m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n <
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b a r .  Some o f  t he d e c i s i o n s  o f  t he A l a s k a  Supreme C o u r t  arc so 
i n a r t f u l l y  f r a m e d ,  t h a t  i t  i s  an a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  burden f o r  
lav; e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  t o c o n du c t  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  
cr i me u n l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t he p r e ­
a r r a i g n m e n t  s t a g e s  o f  t he p r o c e e d i n g s .  (Bl_u_e v.  St a t e  i s  an 
ex ampl e  w h i c h  mandat es  t he p r e s e n c e  o f  c o un s el  be f o re a w i t n e s s  car 
be p e r m i t t e d  t o i d e n t i f y  t he c r i m i n a l  s u s p e c t . )

P r i o r  t o t he  c r e a t i o n  o f  t he P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  Agency t he 
p r i v a t e  barwas a s s i g n e d  on a r o t a t i o n a l  b a s i s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  
i n d i g e n t  d e f e n d a n t s .  A f e e  s c h e d u l e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  and t h e s e  
a t t o r n e y s  a t  l e a s t  had t he a s s u r a n c e  o f  r e c e i v i n g  some degr ee 
o f  r e m u n e r a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  The s y s t e m wor ked f a i r l y  
w e l l ,  and more e x p e d i t i o u s l y  I woul d  s u g g e s t  t han t he p r e s e n t  
s y s t e m.  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t he m e r i t s  o f  b o t h  syst ems s h o u l d  be 
c o n s i d e r e d .  The P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  Agency has d e v e l o p e d  a c e r t a i n  
amount  o f  e x p e r t i s e  i n a p p e l l a t e  w o r k ,  and i n many j u r i s d i c t i o n s  
t h i s  i s  t h e i r  p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n .  I t  m i g h t  be a d v i s a b l e  t o c o n s i d e r  
r e t u r n i n g  t r i a l  work t o t he  a p p o i n t i v e  p r i v a t e  ba r  and have 
t he P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  r e s t r i c t  i t s e l f  t o a p p e l l a t e  p r o c e e d i n g s .
The s y s t e m wou l d  n o t  be more e x p e n s i v e  and some o f  t he s p i n o f f s  
wou l d  be a r enewed i n t e r e s t  i n c r i m i n a l  law p r a c t i c e  on t he 
p a r t  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  b a r ;  t he m i d d l e  c l a s s  c i t i z e n  w j u l d  be 
a s s u r e d  o f  more c o mp e t e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  and c r i m i n a l  law 
e x p e r t i s e  wo u l d  n o t  be l i m i t e d  t o t he r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  r p o v i d e d  
t o  s o - c a l l e d  i n d i g e n t  d e f e n d a n t s .

In the a l t e r n a t i v e ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  mi g h t  be g i v e n  to 
p r o v i d i n g  t he  P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  i n  a l l  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s ,  f r e e  o f  
c h a r g e ,  s i n c e  i n some r e s p e c t s  i t  woul d  make t he law e n f o r c e m e n t  
o f f i c e r ' s  j o b  more p r e d i c t a b l e  and e f f i c i e n t .  Or ,  a w o r k a b l e  
p r o c e d u r e  m i g h t  a l s o  be i n t r o d u c e d  f o r  r e c o v e r i n g  t he c o s t s  
o f  P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f r om t h o s e  pe r s o n s  who r e c e i v e  
i t ,  and are a b l e  t o  pay f o r  i t .

Some p o s s i b l e  q u e s t i o n s  t o c o n s i d e r  a r e ;

( F o r  l aw e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s ) D o  you b e l i e v e  t h a t  
p r o v i d i n g  t he f r e e  s e r v i c e s  o f  t he P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  a t  t he 
p r e - a r r a i g n m e n t  s t a g e  o f  p r o c e e d i n g s  mi g h t  a s s i s t  i n o b t a i n i n g  
a d m i s s i b l e  w i t n e s s  and v i c t i m  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s ?  ( Re:  Cl ue v.  S t a t e )

Sh o u l d  a d e q u a t e  and w o r k a b l e  g u i d e l i n e s  he e s t a b l i s h e d  
f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  the s e r v i c e s  o f  t he P u b l i c  
D e f e n d e r  and f o r  r e i m b u r s i n g  the S t a t e  f o r  t he c o s t  o f  t he 
s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  a c c o r d i n g  to t he a b i l i t y  to pay?

Woul d y o u  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t he a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  p r i v a t e  counse 
to r e p r e s e n t  i n d i g e n t  d e f e n d a n t s  wou l d  be more e c o n o mi c a l  t han 
p r o v i d i n g  t i n s  s e r v i c e  t h r o u g h  a S t a t e  Agency ( P . D . ) ?

One o f  t he most  i m p o r t a n t  a r eas  o f  law e n f o r c e m e n t  
concer n r e g a r d i n g  t he o p e r a t i o n  o f  t he c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m 
i s  t he p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t he c o u r t  s y s t e m and t he l e g i s l a t u r e .
Your  oposed q u e s t i o n n a i r e  does n o t  seem t o a ddr e s s  e i t h e r  o f  
t hese a r e a s .  The r e  i s  some deqr ee o f  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  and 
m i s u n d e r s t n n d i n g  c o n c e r n i n n  bo t h  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o t he



Ther e has a l s o  been a c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  a bo ut  
t he q u e s t i o n  o f  e l e c t e d  j u d g e s  and d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  ( o r  the 
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .  The i s s u e  w i l l  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  be r a i s e d  w i t h  
t he r e f e r e n d u m  „o be r a i s e d  i n  1930 c o n c e r n i n g  t he  need f o r  a 
new c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n .  I t  m i g h t  be t i m e l y  to c o n s i d e r  
t h i s  i s s u e  as w e l l  i n  y o u r  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  Some p o s s i b l e  q u e s t i o n s  
m ig h t be:

Do you f e e l  t h a t  t he p r e s e n t  s y s t e m f o r  s e l e c t i n g  
j u d g e s  i s  a d e q u a t e .  I f  n o t ,  what  changes woul d  you s u g g e s t ?

Do you f e e l  t h a t  t he  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m o f  p u b l i c  r e c o u r s e  
a g a i n s t  j u d g e s  whom t h e y  are d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h ,  i s  a de qu a t e ?
I f  n o t ,  wh a t  changes wou l d  you s u g g e s t ?

L)o you f e e l  t h a t  t he p r e s e n t  s y s t e m f o r  s e l e c t i n g  
j u d g e s  r e p r e s e n t s  e x c e s s i v e l y  t he i n t e r e s t s  o f  t he Rar  A s s o c i a t i o n  
r a t h e r  t han t h e  p u b l i c ?

( F o r  law e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s )  Do you f e e l  t h a t  t he 
j u d i c i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  t he c o u r t  s y s t e m d u r i n g  
t he  p a s t  s i x  y e a r s  have been f a v o r a b l e  t o law e n f o r c e m e n t ?

Do you f e e l  t h a t  the p r e s e n t  A l a s k a  s y s t e m p r o v i d i n g  
f o r  a p p o i n t i v e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  and an a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  a s s u r e s  
ari a de q u a t e  f or um to a d v i s e  t he p u b l i c  on c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  i s s u e s ?

Woul d you f a v o r  a s y s t e m whi ch  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t he e l e c t i o n ,  
or  t he e l e c t i v e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y s  based on t h e i r  
r e c o r d ?

Woul d you f a v o r  a m o d i f i e d  s y s t e m f o r  t he s e l e c t i o n  and 
r e t e n t i o n  o f  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  based c.i e l e c t i v e  r e t e n t i o n  and 
a l l o w i n g  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  t o p r e p a r e  t h e i r  own b u dge t s  and make 
appe a r a n c e s  b e f o r e  the L e g i s l a t u r e  as i n d e p e n d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ?

Do you f e e l  t h a t  t he D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y s  arc s p e a k i n g  o u t  
i n  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  m a t t e r s  to keep t he p u b l i c  a d e q u a t e l y  a d v i s e d  
on t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p o l i c i e s ?

Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  any degr ee o f  l o c a l  c o n t r o 1 
o v e r  p r o s e c u t o r i  a 1 p o l i c y ?  Is t h i s  d c s i r e a b l e ?

Is t h e r e  an a de qua t e  f or um f o r  t he d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c r i m i n a l
j u s t i c e  m a t t e r s  i n A l a s k a ?  I s t h e r e  any e l e m e n t  o f  the s y s t e m whi ch
a d e q u a t e l y  speaks f o r  t he p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i n y o u r  o p i n i o n ?

Woul d you f a v o r  t he c r e a t i o n  o f  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r n a n i z a t i o
such as a d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  to p r e s e n t  an i n d e p e n d e n t
p o s i t i o n  on c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  i s s u e s  s e p a r a t e  f rom t h a t  o f  t he 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ?

Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  p l e a  b a r g a i n i n g  l ias a c t u a l l y  been 
e l i m i n a t e d  i n A l a s k a ?  I f  n o t ,  why n o t ?



Where do you f e e l  t he most  s e r i o u s  s h o r t c o m i n g  e x i s t  
i n  t erms o f  t he o p e r a t i o n  o f  t he c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m i n  the 
c o u r t s ?

In t he D i s t r i c t  Co u r t
In t he M a g i s t r a t e ' s  C o u r t
In t he  S u p e r i o r  Co u r t ?
I n t he Supreme Co u r t ?

Do you f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  p u*b l i e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  
t he o p e r a t i o n  o f  t he c o u r t  s y s t e m i n  A l a s k a ?

To wha t  woul d  you a t t r i b u t e  t h i s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ?
- A r b i t r a r y  d e c i s i o n s  by t r i a l  j u d g e s ?
- Dad l aw d e c i s i o n s  o f  t he Supreme C o u r t  w h i c h  are
b i n d i n g  on t he t r i a l  c o u r t s ?
- Bad l aws e n a c t e d  by the L e g i s l a t u r e ?
- None o f  t he above?
- A l l  o f  t he above?

Do you f a v o r  t he t e n de n c y  o f  t he A l a s k a  Supreme Coir, t 
t o e n l a r g e  upon due p r oc e s s  p r o t e c t i o n s  under  t he i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
whi ch t h e y  a p p l y  to t he A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ?

Do you f e e l  t h a t  t he s e a r c h  and s e i z u r e  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t he
A l a s k a  Supreme C o u r t  i n s o f a r  as t h ey  l i m i t  t he a c t i v i t i e s  o f  law
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  beyond t hos e r e s t r i c t i o n s  whi ch  are 
r e c o g n i z e d  by t he d e c i s i o n s  o f  the U. S.  Supreme Co u r t  are 
b e n e f i c i a l  t o t he p u b l i c  i n t e r ’ u?

i. you f a v o r  a co.i . ; u t i o n a l  amendment  wh i c h  woul d 
l i m i t  t he a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  the e x c l u s i o n a r y  R u l e  to p o l i c e  s e a r c h e s  
and se i zu re  in  A1 aska?

Do you f a v o r  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment  wh i c h  p r o v i d e  
f o r  t he d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  j u d g e s  and d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s ?

Do you f a v o r  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment  wh i c h  wou l d  l i m i t  
t he power o f  t he Supreme Co u r t  to make C r i m i n a l  R u l e s  o f  Pr o c e d u r e ?

Do you f a v o r  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment  wh i c h  wou l d  l i m i t  
t he power o f  t he Supreme Co u r t  to r e v i e w  C r i m i n a l  Se n t e n c e s  e x c e p t  
t h os e  wh i c h  e x c e e d t h r e e  ( 3 )  y e a r s  o f  i n c a r c e r a t i o n ?

Do you f a v o r  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment  wh i c h  wou l d  l i m i t  
t he j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  amount  o f  cases a p p e a l e d  to t he c o u r t  to a 
mi n i  mum o f  S I D , 000?

i)n you f a v o r  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment  w h i c h  wou l d  
l i m i t  t he r i g h t  o f  p r i v a c y  by a u t h o r i z i n g  law e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  
t o g a t h e r  w i r e  t ap e v i d e n c e  f o r  n a r c o t i c s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  ( r e v e r s  
t he Supreme C o u r t  r u l i n g  i n Gl as s  v.  S t a t e ) ?

Do you f a v o r  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment  whi ch woul d 
a u t h o r i z e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  to c o n d u c t  a s e a r c h  o f  s u s p e c t  i n c i d e n t a l  
t o t h e i r  a r r e s t  and p e r m i t  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n  e v i d e n c e  o f  f r u i t s  
and i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  o f  cr i mes  c o mmi t t e d  by them as l a w f u l l y  
o b t a i n e d  e v i d e n c e  i n c r i m i n a l  p r o s e c u t i o n s  ( r e v e r s e  t he A l a s k a

Supreme C o u r t  r u l i n g  i n  Zehr unq v.  S t a t e  and r e - i n s t a t e  r u l e  o f  
■aw e n u n c i a t e d  by U. S. Su pr e me  C o u r t  i n U. S v /  R o b i n s o n ) ?



^lagka jitate legislature
House of Representatives

C om m ittee  on judiciary
Official Business

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

J u l y  11,  1979

Dear P o s t ma s t e r :

The House j u d i c i a r y  Commi t t ee i s  s e e k i n g  p u b l i c  i n p u t  on ma t t e r s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t he c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  sy st em.  We are a s k i n g  f o r  y o u r  
c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  d i s t r i b u t i n g  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  P l e a s e  h e l p  us by 
g i v i n g  o u t  t he e n c l o s e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .  Thank you v e r y  much.

Si  n c e r e l y ,

R o c h e l l e  P l o t n i c k  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  
House J u d i c i a r y  Commi t t ee



0

^ h $ \ j x i y L ,  

4 ^ U c_Ci K jL.^O o ^

S o V - V u s l i s U x A  -  

T 5 V - & L

,  (c 5 .
n s

a -
3 ( * 3 -

2 , 5 ^

U L A ix j-X U ll l jU L t .  I ^

0 ^ f w 5 L  15 “

t * ± * u J L -  \ 5 "

■ fid C L K A b u X ^  l^>

1b

b a W u L  ^

4 - b jL ^ J u o  ‘ 0

^ o d u u c x j i -  2 - ^

L \ o J i 3 2 ^  10

U cx iU ^JLT W j. 2 ^ S "

^ C t X X O c O  i " T

] 4 o f YxjLX- '  kS~



MS‘
1S T
> er- MM
X S ' M r

M g' MS
MS
M r
Xg



f

w

/ /  —

/

£>

DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE

The t o t a l  sample c o n s is ts  o f  400 A la s k a n  re s id e n ts  o ve r 
th e  age o f  18. The sample was ta ke n  e s s e n t ia l ly  p ro p o r ­
t i o n a l  to  p o p u la t io n  w i t h in  th e  fo u r  m ain  a re a s , w ith  
th e  la r g e s t  number (165) ta ke n  fro m  A nchorage , fo llo w e d  
by (109 ) in  F a irb a n k s , (70) in  S o u th e a s te rn , and 56 from  
th e  N o r th e rn  to  S ou thw este rn  v i l l a g e  re g io n s .
( N o te : An e xa c t p r o p o r t io n a l  r e la t io n s h ip  was n o t fo l lo w e d  
in  o rd e r  to  p re v e n t s p u r io u s  p e rc e n ta g e s  due to  th e  s m a lle r  
p o p u la t io n s  in  th e  v i l la g e s .  F o r exam p le , B arrow , B e th e l,  
K o tzebue  and Nome accoun t f o r  a p p ro x im a te ly  2.5% o f  th e  
t o t a l  s ta te  p o p u la t io n .  U s ing  th e  t o t a l  sample as th e  
base f ig u r e ,  th e  t o t a l  o f  th e  v i l l a g e  re g io n s  w ou ld  be 
a l lo c a te d  o n ly  10 in te rv ie w s  (2 .5 °h o f  4 0 0 ), w h ich  w o u ld  
be m e a n in g le s s - - a l l  p e rce n ta g e s  w o u ld  be in  m u lt ip le s  o f  
10%. In  o rd e r  to  assu re  th e  m ost m e a n in g fu l f in d in g s  and 
p ro v id e  f o r  r e g io n a l b re a k o u ts , a la r g e r  than  e x a c t p ro ­
p o r t io n a l  sample was drawn from  th e  v i l l a g e  re g io n s ,  w i t h  
a c o rre s p o n d in g  u n d e r - re p re s e n ta t io n  from  At. h o rage , w h ich  
w i th  i t s 1 t o t a l  o f  165 re sp o n d e n ts  is  s t i l l  assured  
s u f f i c i e n t  numbers f o r  a n a ly s is .  The n e t e f f e c t  upon th e  
t o t a l  i s  a s l i g h t  o v e r - re p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  r u r a l  v ie w s  (a p ­
p ro x im a te ly  17o tow ard  th e  v i l l a g e  p o in t  o f  v ie w  when u rb a n / 
r u r a l  d i f fe re n c e s  a re  the  g r e a t e s t ) , w h i le  the  u s e fu ln e s s  
o f  th e  t o t a l  s ta te -w id e  s tu d y  e f f o r t  i s  g r e a t ly  e n h a n ce d ).

M ori:e l o n d  P u b lic O pinion P e ,6 0 0 fch
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P U B L I C  S U R V E Y "

A s u rv e y  was r e c e n t ly  co n d u c te d  in  A la s k a  o f  th e  p u b l i c 's  
a t t i t u d e s  a b o u t and e x p e r ie n c e s  w i th  th e  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  
sys te m . In te r v ie w s  w ere co n d u c te d  w i th  a r e p r e ­
s e n ta t iv e  sam ple o f  ^he A la s k a n  p o p u la t io n  betw een th e  ages 
o f  15 and 65 . The f o l lo w in g  p a ra g ra p h s  sum m arize some o f  
th e  m a jo r i t y  o p in io n s ,  as d e s c r ib e d  by Rowan G roup , I n c .

URBAN ALASKA

C rim e  i s  a m a jo r  p ro b le m  in  a l l  a re a s  o f  th e  n a t io n  
and s ta te  b u t  i t s  n a tu re  may be co n fu se d  by th e  in fo r m a t io n  
w h ic h  e x is t s  in  th e  p u b l ic  m ind  a b o u t th e  s u b je c t .  A lm o s t a l l  
A la s k a n s  (89%) b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  chances o f  t h e i r  becom ing 
a v ic t im  o f  c r im e  a re  in c r e a s in g .

14% o f  th o s e  su rv e y e d  re p o r te d  t h a t  th e  f a m i ly  was a 
v ic t im  o f  a s e r io u s  c r im e  w i t h in  th e  l a s t  y e a r .  A lm o s t a l l  
w e re  v ic t im s  o f  p r o p e r ty  c r im e s  w h ich  o cc u re d  when th e y  
w ere  n o t  p re s e n t .

G ive n  th e s e  f a c t s ,  i t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  t o  n o te  t h a t  60% 
o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  w o r r ie s  a b o u t becom ing a v ic t im  o f  c r im e .
They f e a r  p e rs o n  c r im e s  such  as ro b b e ry ,  ra p e , and a s s a u lt  
and o n ly  s e c o n d a r i ly  f e a r  p r o p e r ty  c r im e s .

The s u b je c t  o f  wh a t  c r im e  i s  fe a re d  and w ha t c r im e  i s  
a c t u a l l y  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r i s  r a is e d  h e re  as an e s s e n t ia l  p a r t  
o f  th e  c r im e  " c o n te s t "  in  A la s k a .  I t  i s  d i s t i n c t l y  p o s s ib le  
t h a t  th e  fe a r  o f  p e rs o n a l v ic t im iz a t io n  i n  im a g in e d  c imes 
i s  n o t  based upon a c tu a l  e x p e r ie n c e  b u t  on th e  in fo r m a t io n  
p ro v id e d  t o  p e o p le .

We le a r n  in  t h i s  s tu d y  t h a t  TV i s  v i r t u a l l y  a u n iv e r s a l  
p re s e n ce  i n  A la s k a  (89% ). I t  f i l l s  th e  A la s k a  home e n v ir o ­
nment f o r  a p p ro x im a te ly  f i v e  h o u rs  -  on th e  a ve rage  -  e v e ry  
d a y . We know fro m  p re v io u s  d a ta  p ro v id e d  by  th e  N a t io n a l 
C om m ission on V io le n c e  in  i t s  r e p o r t ,  "Mass M edia and V io le n c e "  
(1969 , L ib r a r y  o f  C ongress) t h a t  o v e r 75% o f  p r im e - t im e  TV 
i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  c r im e s  o f  p e rs o n a l v io le n c e .  Nov; in .  
t h i s  s tu d y  we f i n d  69% o f  th e  A la s k a  p u b l ic  s a y in g  t h a t  
" th e r e  i s  to o  much v io le n c e  in  TV p ro g ra m s "; and h e re  we 
a ls o  f i n d  59% who b e l ie v e  t h a t  TV news p re s e n ts  "a  d is t o r t e d  
p ic t u r e  o f  c r im e , th e  p o l ic e ,  c o u r ts  and c o r r e c t io n s " .  The 
d is t o r t i o n s  a re  g e n e ra l e x a g g e ra t io n  and s e n s a t io n a lis m ,  
b ia s  and in c o m p le te  o r  ove rdone  p r e s e n ta t io n .

These f in d in g s  e s ta b l is h  p o s s ib le  c o r r e la t io n s  between 
th e  p e rc e iv e d  A la s k a n  e x p e r ie n c e  and th e  in c id e n c e  o f  p ro p ­
e r t y  c r im e ; and th e  re c e iv e d ,  m e d ia te d  in fo r m a t io n  and th e
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i n c i d e n c e  o f  p e r s o n a l  v i c t i m i z a t i o n .  T h i s  is n o t  to say 
t h a t  t h e r e  is no p e r s o n a l  c r i m e  in A l a s k a  - d a t a  c l e a r l y  
s t a t e s  t h e r e  is - b u t  it d o e s  say t h a t  A l a s k a n s  d o  n o t  w o r r y  
a b o u t  b e c o m i n g  v i c t i m s  of c r i m e s  w h i c h  t h e y  a re m o s t  l i k e l y  
t o  p e  t h e \ v i c t i m  o f .

T h e r e ^ i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  an i n f o r m a t i o n  " c loud" o v e r  the 
c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  whie) c o l o r s  p u b l i c  p e r c e p t i o n  o n  
t h e  m a t t e r  o f  crime. T h i s  is f u r t h e r  c o r r o b o r a t e d  b y  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h o s e  b e l i e v i n g  t h e i r  c h a n c e  o f  b e c o m i n g  
a v i c t i m  o f  c r i m e  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  feel t h a t  t h i s  is b e c a u s e  
o f  i n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a t i o n  in A l a s k a .  T h i s  f e e l i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  
is f o u n d  m o r e  o f t e n  in s m a l l  towns, w h e r e  p o p u l a t i o n  has 
r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e ,  t h a n  in A n c h o r a g e .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  s e c o n d  
l a r g e s t  g r o u p  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  c r i m i n a l  v i c t i m i z a t i o n  is 
m o r e  l i k e l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  " h e a r  a b o u t  it" - a l m o s t  a 
d i r e c t  c o r r e l a t i o n  t o  m e d i a .

A l a s k a n s  c a n  i d e n t i f y  a h o s t  o f  c a u s e s  f o r  c r i m e  b u t  
t h e  " p h i l o s o p h y "  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  is:

1. C r i m e  is c r e a t e d  b y  environmentally d e t e r m i n e d
e v e n t s :  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  p o v e r t y ,  r a p i d  c h a n g e ,  etc.

2. C r i m e  is i n d u c e d  b y  a l c o h o l  o r  d rugs, w h i c h
s t i m u l a t e  a n t i - s o c i a l  b e h a v i o r .

3. S o m e  p e o p l e  a r e  i n h e r e n t l y ,  p e r h a p s  g e n e t i c a l l y ,
c r i m i n a l s .

4. T h e  p o l i c e  h a v e  failed, a n d  this h a s  c a u s e d  crime.

A l a s k a n s  f e e l  t h a t  m o s t  c r i m e s  ar e s t i l l  r e l a t e d  t o  d r u g s  
a n d  a l c o h o l  (74%) . O b v i o u s l y ,  o n l y  s o m e  o f  t h i s  p u b l i c  b e l i e v e s  
d r u g s / a l c o h o l  c a u s e  t h e  crime, b u t  t h e y  a l l  f e e l  t h a t  d r u g s /  
a l c o h o l  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  the c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y .
C r i m e s  r e l a t e d  to d r u g s ,  the p u b l i c  c l a i m s ,  are r o b b e r y ,  b u r­
gla r y ,  t h e f t  (to p a y  for d r u g s ? ) . C r i m e s  r e l a t e d  to a l c o h o l  
a r e  a s s a u l t ,  b a t t e r y ,  m u r d e r ,  r a p e  —  g e n e r a l l y  v i o l e n t  a n d  
p a s s i o n a t e .

A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  m a j o r i t y  of the p u b l i c  (50%) , t h e r e  
is o r g a n i z e d  c r i m e  in A l a s k a .  T h e i r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  it, 
h o w e v e r ,  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  to be e v i d e n t i a r y  o r  f i r s t  hand.
T h e y  t a k e  as e v i d e n c e  g a m b l i n g ,  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  d r u g  a buse, 
t h e  T e a m s t e r s ,  a n d  t h e  M a f i a ;  or they say: "I j u s t  feel
i t ' s  h e r e ; "  o r  "I h e a r d  a b o u t  it." . . . v a g u e  e v i d e n c e  
f or o r g a n i z e d  crime, b u t  a n o t h e r  f i n d i n g  w h i c h  m a y  r e l a t e  to 
T V  in A l a s k a .

T h e  p u b l i c  f e e l s  t h a t  the m a j o r  c r i m e  p r o b l e m s  in t h e  
s t a t e  a r e  r o b b e r y ,  b u r g l a r y ,  and theft. T h e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t

o n  t h e  a v e r a g e ,  o n l y  b e t w e e n  20% a n d  40% of all c r i m i n a l  
a c t i v i t y  in the s t a t e  a c t u a l l y  b e c o m e s  k n o w n  t o  t h e  p o l i c e ,  
a n d  a l m o s t  n o  o n e  b e l i e v e s  that this is a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n  
for the s o c i e t y .
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The c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  sys te m , how eve r, i s  n o t  th e  p u b l i c 's  
o n ly  means o f  p r o t e c t io n .  A t  le a s t  452 o f  th e  A la s k a n  homes 
have one o r  m ore handguns and a lm o s t 90% have a lo n g -g u n .
O th e r p re c a u t io n s  ta k e n  in c lu d e  lo c k in g  homes (81%) , lo c k in g  
c a r  when n o t  in  i t  (65% ), ow n ing  a dog f o r  p r o t e c t io n  ( 9 % ), 
ow n ing  a gun f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se  ( 1 0 %), a v o id in g  p ro b le m  a rea s  
(5% ), le a v in g  l i g h t s  on in  th e  home (4%) , n um be ring  v a lu a b le s  
f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  (4% ), a le r t i n g  n e ig h b o rs  when a b s e n t (4%) 
and by c s n e ra l c a r e fu l  c o n d u c t.  As a r u le ,  more c a re  and 
c a u t io n  i s  ta k e n  i n  th e  la r g e r  c o m m u n itie s .

The P o l ic e

The p o l ic e  a re  e v a lu a te d  as f a i r  i n  A la s k a .  I n  a r a t in g  
sys tem  w here fa v o r a b le  r a t in g s  ( " e x c e l le n t "  + " p r e t t y  goc ',.', ) 
le s s  u n fa \  r a b le  r a t in g  ( " o n ly  f a i r "  + "p o o r " )  y i e l d  a n i t  
r a t i n g .  The s ta te w id e  n e t  r a t in g  o f  p o l ic e  i s  +22%. T h is  
i s  n o t  th e  w h o le  s to r y ,  h ow ever, s in c e  th e  r a t in g s  a re :

+ 2 2 % A la s k a
+43 A nchorage
+ 1 0 F a irb a n k s
-07 S o u th e a s te rn
- 2 2 r u r a l  tow ns

In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  la r g e r  th e  com m unity , th e  b e t t e r  
th e  p o l ic e .  I I

Public perception o f the essen tia l problem w ith  p o lice  seems to  be a 
m a t te r  o f  r o le  d e f i n i t i o n .  The m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  p u b l ic  
d e s c r ib e s  th e  jo b  o f  th e  p o lice m a n  as p re v e n t iv e  and p ro ­
t e c t i v e ;  o n ly  a m in o r i t y  speak o f  d e te c t io n  and c a p tu re  
o f  c r im in a ls ,  o r  re sp o n se  to  e m e rg e n c ie s .

T h is  s u r e ly  r e la t e s  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  p u b l ic  b e l ie v e s  
th e  p o l ic e  s h o u ld  ta k e  s t h e i r  f i r s t  o b je c t iv e  " f in d in g  
means o f  p re v e n t in g  c r im e  fro m  o c c u r in g "  (46%) as opposed 
to  " f in d in g  and a r r e s t in g  th o s e  who have b ro ke n  th e  la w "
(41% ). The p u b l ic  has seme vague n o t io n s  a b o u t how c r iro e -  
p re v e n t io n  a c t i v i t i e s  c o u ld  be in a u g u ra te d .  M ost o f  them 
seem to  in v o lv e  th e  p u b l ic  i n  i t s  n o rm a l p re c a u t io n a ry  
p ro c e s s . A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  th e re  does appear t o  be a p e rc e p t io n  
t h a t  th e  p o l ic e  a re  w a s tin g  t h e i r  t im e  w i th  t r a f f i c  t i c k e t  
p r o s t i t u t e s ,  and i d l e  p a t r o l l i n g  . . . t im e  w h ic h  c o u ld  be 
used i n  th e  p re c a u t io n a ry  a c t i v i t y  p roposed  by th e  p u b l ic .
The p u b l ic  i s  c le a r l y  in te r e s te d  in  p o l ic e  i n i t i a t i v e  in  
c r im e  p re v e n c io n .  I f ,  f o r  exa m p le , th e  p o l ic e  w ere  to  p re ­
p a re  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  w ith  p re c a u t io n a ry  w a tc h fu ln e s s , i t  i s  
l i k e l y  t h a t  j u s t  a b o u t e ve ryo n e  in  th e  p u b l ic  w c u ld  p a r t i c i p a t e .

As f o r  s p e c i f i c  le g a l  pow e r, th e  p u b l ic  i s  in c l in e d  
to  p e rm it  th e  p o l ic e  to  d e ta in  in to x ic a te d  p e o p le  u n t i l  s o b e r 
w ith o u t  a ch a rg e  ( 6 9 % ) . 55% o f  th e  p u b l ic  fa v o r  th e  use o f
a p o l ic e  summons f o r  s h o p l i f t i n g ,  a s s a u lt ,  and so o n .
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A lm o s t t v / o - t h i r d s  o f  th e  p u b l ic  w ou ld  e n co u ra g e  a f a m i ly  
member t o  e n te r  p o l ic e  v /o rk . 2 2 % w o u ld  d is c o u ra g e  a fa m i ly  
menioer because  o f  th e  d a n g e r o r  assumed lov ; p a y . T h is  i n ­
d ic a te s  t h a t  th e  p o l ic e  do n o t  s u f f e r  fro m  an " im age ” p ro b le m  
The n e t  r a t in g  f o r  th e  t r a in in g  o f  p o l i c e /  s ta te w id e ,  i s  
+31%; th e  h ig h e s t  b e in g  in  A ncho rage  (+52%) and th e  lo w e s t 
i n  r u r a l  tow ns (-24%) —  th e  same p a t te r n  as p r e v io u s ly  
re v e a le d .

P o l ic e  s t r ik e s ?  The g e n e ra l p u b l ic  i s  a g a in s t  th e  id e a  
(56% t o  38%) b u t  th e  id e a  c a r r ie s  in  r u r a l  to w n s  and among 
th e  le s s e r -e d u c a te d  g ro u p s . The p u b l ic  can c o n ju re  up more 
bad (39%) th a n  good (26%) e f f e c t s  fro m  th e  u n io n iz a t io n  o f  
p o l i c e .

P o l ic e  c o r r u p t io n ?  "N o" i s  th e  m a jo r i t y  r e p o r t ,  b u t  
24% o f  th e  r u r a l  tow n  r e s id e n ts ,  30% o f  th e  young  p e o p le , 
and 26% o f  th e  r e c e n t  A la s k a  m ig ra n ts  say i t  e x i s t s .

The C o u r ts

The p u b l ic  i s  v e ry  much down on th e  c o u r t s .  F o llo w in g  
th e  same n e t  r a t in g  p ro c e d u re  as p r e v io u s ly  in d ic a te d  f o r  
p o l ic e ,  we f i n d  t h a t  th e  c o u r ts  a re  r a te d :

-56% S ta te w id e  
-56% A nchorage  
-35% F a irb a n k s  
-35% S o u th e a s te rn  
-05% r u r a l  tow ns

I n  no case  a ro u n d  th e  s ta te  a re  more th a n  o n e - th i r d  
o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  r a t in g  th e  v/o rk o f  th e  c o u r ts  f a v o r a b ly .
The Supreme C o u r t  does l i t t l e  b e t t e r ,  v / i th  -25% s ta te w id e .
The d i s t r i c t  a t to rn e y s  a re  ra te d  a t  -18% s ta te w id e ,  w i t l .
-  43% f o r  r u r a l  r e s id e n ts  and -30% v / i th  fo rm e r  j u r y  members.

In e x p e r ie n c e  w i t h  th e  c o u r ts  ca n n o t be c i t e d  f u l l y  as 
a d e fe n s e  a g a in s t  t h i s  p u b l ic  e v a lu a t io n ,  s in c e  1 2 % o f  
t h i s  p u b l ic  have been p l a i n t i f f s ,  2 2 % have been w itn e s s e s ,
19% have been ju r o r s ,  and 14% have been c a l le d  b u t  passed 
o v e r .  I t  w o u ld  .* p pe a r t h a t  c lo s e  to  h a l f  th e  g e n e ra l 
p u b l ic  has had some d i r e c t  c o n ta c t  and e x p e r ie n c e  w i t h  th e  
A la s k a  c o u r t s .

The r e a l  ru b  v / i t h  th e  c o u r ts ,  as th e  p u b l i c  sees i t ,  
has t o  do w i t h  " l i g h t  s e n te n c in g "  —  le n ie n c y .  I n  f a c t ,  
o f  a l l  th e  p ro b le m s  v o lu n te fe re d  by th e  p u b l ic  v / i th  th e  w ho le  
c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  s ys te m , 72% o f  th e  c r i t i c i s m s  w ere  d ir e c te d  
to w a rd  th e  c o u r ts ,  and 36% o f  th e  c r i t i c i s m  w e n t d i r e c t l y  
t o  th e  is s u e  o f  le n ie n c y  in  s e n te n c in g . As th e  p u b l ic  sees 
i t ,  th e  m a jo r  j u s t i c e  p ro b le m  in  A la s k a  i s  in  th e  c o u r ts .
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The p u b l ic  i n  an e le c t io n  f o r  ju d g e s  w o u ld  l i k e  to  know
l jr

1 . A ju d g e 's  " c o n v ic t io n  r a te "  —  i t  i s  as i f  th e
ju d g e  i s  a DA, n o t  a ju d g e .

2 . How a ju d g e  se n te n ce s  —  i f  h e 's  l e n ie n t ,  h e ’ s
p r e d ic t a b ly  o u t .

3 . H is  c h a r a c te r ,  p e rs o n a l b e l i e f s ,  v ie w s ,  e t c .

O b v io u s ly ,  th e  p u b l ic  i s  d i s p i r i t e d  on th e  is s u e  o f  
th e  c o u r ts .  I t  has i d e n t i f i e d  th e  s e n te n c in g  p ro c e d u re  
as th e  t r o u b le ,  and i s  t r y in g  to  f in d  a way t o  make th e  
c o u r ts  re sp o n d  to  i t .  Even s o , 73% o f  th e  p u b l ic  s t i c k s  
t o  th e  id e a  t h a t  a ju d g e  s h o u ld  be "m ore re s p o n s iv e  to  h is  
i n t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  th e  la w " th a n  to  " p u b l ic  s e n t im e n t"  ( 2 .1 %) .

How a b o u t m an da to ry  s e n te n c e s , the n?  E x a c t ly  even ,
47% yes  and 47% n o ; young p e o p le , f i r m l y  55% n o , w h i le  th o s e  
o v e r  60 say y e s , 70% o f  th e  t im e .  In  A n c h o ra g e , th e  is s u e  
c a r r ie s  (55% t o  40%) , b u t  i t  i^ s e s  e ve ryw h e re  e ls e  —  th e  
s iz e  o f  th e  A ncho rage  com m unity  c re a te s  a u n iq u e  f e a r ,  
a lr e a d y  docum ented, w h ich  p e rm its  m easures such  as  m a n d a to ry  
s e n te n c in g .

As f o r  d e ta in in g  " c e r t a in  cha rge d  p e o p le "  w i t h  no r i g h t  
t o  b a i l ,  th e  p u b l ic  a g re e s .

On th e  is s u e  o f  p le a  b a rg a in in g ,  th e  p u b l ic  i s  s o l i d l y  
a g a in s t  i t  (65% to  23%). How much i s  a c t u a l ly  u n d e rs to o d  
a b o u t th e  p r a c t ic e ,  and i t s  u t i l i t y ,  i s  unknow n, b u t  t h i s  
may r e la t e  to  th e  p o o r r a t in g s  o f  th e  s t a t e 's  D A 's .

On a n o th e r  is s u e ,  th e  p u b l ic  i s  v e ry  much i n  f a v o r  o f  
a s s ig n in g  d iv o r c e ,  s m a ll c la im s  e tc .  t o  a le g a l  n e g o t ia t in g  
b o a rd  th e re b y  r e l i e v in g  th e  c o u r ts  (85% t o  11%).

A s e r ie s  o f  ta b le s  on s e n te n c in g  c r i t e r i a  in d ic a t e s  
t h a t  m u l t ip le  o f f e n d e r / f i r s t  o f fe n d e r  c r i t e r i a  s h o u ld  be 
u pp e rm o s t i n  th e  m ind  o f  th e  ju d g e ; w i t h  th e  d e fe n d e n t 's  
p e rs o n a l l i f e  (m o th e r, young p e rs o n , N a t iv e )  p la y in g  a 
se co n d a ry  r o le .

C o r r e c t i ons

P u b l ic  r a t 'n g  o f  c o r r e c t io n s  in  A la s k a  i s  
p o o r (-59% n e t  r a t i n g I )  w i t h  p ro b a t io n  and p a ro le  a lm o s t 
as bad (-50% n e t)  .

T h is  may be th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  p u b l ic  n o t io n  t h a t  
" c o r r e c t io n s "  v/ork re a ? .ly  i s  p r o te c t io n  n o t  c o r r e c t io n .
The p u rp o se  o f  j a i l  i s  n e i t h e r  p un ishm e n t „n o r r e h a b i l i t a ­
t io n  o f  th e  in m a te  a c c o rd in g  to  a larg». m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  
A la s k a  p u b l ic .  The p u rpose  o f  j a i l  i s  to  rem ove d a n g e ro u s  
peop l e fro m  s o c ie t y .



O n ly  a b o u t 1 /4  o f  th e  p u b l ic  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  th e  p u rp o se  
o f  j a i l  i s  t o  p u n is h  o r  " c o r r e c t " .  And a lm o s t e ve ryo n e  i n  
th e  s ta te  w i t h  an o p in io n  on th e  s u b je c t  f e e ls  t h a t  le s s  
th a n  h a l f  th e  in m a te s  come o u t  r e h a b i l i t a t e d .  A ls o ,  h a l f  
th e  p o p u la t io n  w o u ld  be w i l l i n g  t o  " f o r g e t  some o f  th e  
p e o p le "  who a re  im p o s s ib le  (p re su m a b ly ) t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e .
The e f f o r t  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  i s  t o t a l l y  s e c o n d a ry  t o  the  
id e a  o f  re m o v in g  th e  in m a te  fro m  s o c ie t y .

As f o r  i n t e r n a l  c o r r e c t io n s  p o l i c y ,  th e  p u b l ic  fa v o rs  
th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  v /o rk  in s id e  th e  f a c i l i t y  so in m a te s  can 
c o n t r ib u t e  t o  t h e i r  c o s t ,  a p p ro ve s  o f  c o r r e c t io n s  s t a f f  
d e c id in g  when an in m a te  s h o u ld  be p e r m it te d  t o  le a v e  th e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  e d u c a t io n a l p u rp o s e s , f e e ls  t h a t  " d is tu r b e d "  
p e rs o n s  s h o u ld  be s e n t t o  a h o s p i t a l  o u t  o f  p r is o n ;  fa v o rs  
th e  s h a re d  use  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  by men and women and fe e ls  
t h a t  th e  j a i l s  s h o u ld  n o t  be e m p tie d  o f  a l l  b u t  d a n g e ro u s , 
m u l t ip le  o f fe n d e r s .  The p u b l ic  w a n ts  s t i f f e r  se n te n ce s  
so  a l l  o f fe n d e rs  a re  rem oved, i f  p o s s ib le ,  f ro m  t h e i r  r a n k s .

F o r ty -s e v e n  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p u b l ic  says  t h a t  th e y  
w o u ld  v o lu n te e r  f o r  some k in d  o f  com m un ity  w o rk  r e l a t i v e  
t o  a c o r r e c t io n s  i n s t i t u t i o n .  (The C o r r e c t io n s  p e o p le  
s h o u ld  f i n d  an o u t l e t  f o r  t h i s  good w i l l  f ro m  th e  p u b l ic ;  
e s p e c ia l ly  i n  th e  fa c e  o f  th e  p o o r r a t in g s  c o r r e c t io n s  g e ts  
fro m  t h a t  p u b l i c ! )

Young P e o p le

A la s k a  i s  a young s ta te  —  th e  y o u n g e s t a c c o rd in g  t o  
th e  1960 C ensus. I n  t h i s  s u rv e y , th e  a v e ra g e  re s p o n d e n t 
was j u s t  o v e r  30, and 19% w ere  betw een 16 and 24 .

The sam ple  f e l t  t h a t  th e  th re e  m a jo r p ro b le m s  c a u s in g  
ju v e n i le  o f fe n s e s  in  A la s k a  w e re :

6 8 % home l i f e ,  i n s t a b i l i t y , -  la c k  o f  p a r e n ta l  g u id a n c e
26% use  o f  d ru g s  o r  a lc o h o l
19% boredom  o r  TV

I t  i s  w o r th  n o t in g  t h a t  o n ly  th e  use o f  d ru g s  o r  a lc o h o l  
p a r t i a l l y  s u b je c ts  i t s e l f  t o  t re a tm e n t  b y  th e  c r im in a l  
j u s t i c e  s ys te m . The la r g e r  p ro b le m s  o f  p a r e n ta l  g u id a n c e  
and m edia  s t im u la t io n  a re  o u t  o f  th e  s y s te m 's  c o n t r o l .

The p u b l ic  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  p a re n ts  have th e  re s p o n s i­
b i l i t y  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  th e  b e h a v io r  o f  a te e n a g e  c h i l d ,  and 
o f  r e h a b i l i t a t i n g  o r  c o r r e c t in g  such a c h i l d  even upon 
c o n v ic t io n .  By a 50% to  40% r a t i o ,  th e  p u b l ic  f e e ls  t h a t  
d is t a n t  c o r r e c t io n s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  m ig h t do,.some good f o r  
a te e n a g e r .
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A m a jo r i t y  sees c h i ld  abuse as a m a jo r p rob lem  in  
A la s ka  (61% o f  th e  women c la im  s o ) . B u t o th e r  th a n  a 
c o u n s e lin g /e d u c a t io n  p rog ram , th e  p u b l ic  has few  s o l id  
id e a s  o f  how to  d e a l w i th  i t .

A lth o u g h  o n ly  51% o f  th e  househo lds  su rveyed  had c h i ld r e n  
u n d e r 16 l i v i n g  i n  them , 6 % had a young pe rson  in  some 
k in d  o f  t r o u b le  w i t h  p o l ic e / c o u r t s / c o r r e c t io n s  w i t h in  th e  
l a s t  y e a r .  The in c id e n c e  o f  such t r o u b le  i n  th e  u n iv e rs e  
o f  h o u se h o ld s  a v a i la b le  i s  one o u t  o f  n in e ,  e v e ry  y e a r .

J v s t ic e  f o r  ju v e n i le s  i n  A la s k a  i s  " le s s  e f f e c t i v e  
th a n  f o r  a d u l t s " .  The re a s o n  f o r  i t s  le s s  e f fe c t iv e n e s s ?  
L e n ie n c y , a g a in .  The A la s ka  p u b l ic  w ants th e  c o u r t  
t o  be th e  p a re n t  w h ic h  i t  f in d s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t ,  even  th o u g h  
th e  p a re n ts  c la im  t o t a l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .

RURAL ALASKA

T n e re  i s  c o n s id e ra b le  f e a r  a b o u t becom ing a v ic t im  
o f  c r im e  i n  r u r a l  A la s k a ,  in v o lv in g  62% o f  th e  p e o p le ,  
and 82% o f  th e  young p e o p le .  I t  i s  h ig h e s t  (72%) among 
tn o s e  e a rn in g  more th a n  $25 ,000  a y e a r .  The ty p e  o f  
c r im e  fe a re d  i s  g e n e r a l ly  p e rs o n a l in  n a tu re  ( r o b b e ry ,  
b u r g la r y ,  m ug g in g , a s s a u l t ,  r a p e ) .

P e o p le  a re  p r o t e c t in g  th e m se lves  by b e in g  arm ed.
P re v io u s  s u rv e y s  have in d ic a te d  t h a t  90% o f  th e  homes 
o f  A la s k a  have a t  le a s t  one lo n g -g u n  in  them . T h is  
s u rv e y  shows t h a t  i n  r u r a l  A la s k a  42% o f  th e  homes have 
handguns as w e l l ,  in c lu d in g  14% o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  t h a t  
has tw o  "o r more handguns in  th e  home. I t  s h o u ld  n o t  be 
assumed t h a t  th e  p re se n ce  o f  a handgun i s  i r r e l e v a n t  to  
th e  j u s t i c e  sys tem  in  r u r a l  A la s k a . 10% o f  th e  r u r a l  pop­
u la t io n  c la im s  t h a t  th e y  have had to  use t h e i r  g u n » to  m a in ta in  
c o n t r o l  o f  a s i t u a t io n  . i

A lm o s t e ve ryo n e  (85%) b e l ie v e s  t h a t  th e  chances a f 
becom ing  th e  v ic t im  o f  a c r im e  a re  in c re a s in g  i n  A la s k a ,  
and th e  re a s o n  th e y  o f f e r  i n  m ost cases has t o  do w i t h  th e  
p o p u la t io n  in c re a s e s  in  th e  s ta te .  O th e r p u b l ic  o p in io n  
s u rv e y s  have d is c o v e re d  a d i s t r u s t  and s u s p ic io n  o f  
" o u t s id e r s " .  They te n d  to  g e t  blamed f o r  r a p id  change 
in  s m a ll ,  p a r o c h ia l  p la c e s .^

W ith in  th e  l a s t  y e a r ,  8 % o f  th e  sam ple c la im s  t o  
have been th e  v ic t im  o f  a s e r io u s  c r im e .

The r u r a l  p u b l ic  p e rc e iv e s  th e  b a s ic - causes  o f  c r im e  
t o  f a l l  i n t o  th re e  c a te g o r ie s :

1 . A l t e r a t i o n  o f  th e  m ind  o r  c h a ra c te r  by  a lc o h o l 
o r  d ru g s .  (more th a n  5C%)



2 . S o c io e co n o m ic  c o n d i t io n s .  . (a b o u t 30%)

3 . I n s t i t u t i o n a l  in c a p a c i t ie s .  (A b o u t 5%)

The p u b l ic  i s  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  c r im e  i s  m ore a f u n c t io n  
o f  an i n d i v id u a l 's  p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  c h a r a c te r  th a n  s o c io ­
econom ic c o n d i t io n s .

I t  was fo u n d  t h a t  6 8 % o f  th e  r u r a l  p u b l ic  b e l ie v e s  
t h a t  r u r a l  c r im e  d e r iv e s  fro m  s i t u a t io n s  i n  w h ic h  a lc o h o l 
o r  d ru g  abuse i s  p re s e n t .  They see ro b b e ry  as a d ru g -  
abuse r e la t e d  c r im e  and a s s a u lt  as an a lc o h o l - r e la t e d  c r im e .

Two t h i r d s  o f  th e  r u r a l  p o p u la t io n  h a " ! ie v e s  t h a t  le s s  
th a n  40% o f  th e  c r im in a ls  e v e r become known t o  th e  p o l ic e  
and a lm o s t none o f  them b e l ie v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a d e q u a te  t o  
keep c o n t r o l  o f  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  T h is  may be th e  m o t iv a t io n  

. ly in g  b e h in d  th e  r u r a l  i n c l i n a t i o n  to  " ta k e  th in g s  i n t o  
t h e i r  own h a n d s " .

The r o le s  p la y e d  by A la s k a  N a t iv e s  and C a u c a s ia n s  i n  
th e  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  sys tem  i s  c e n t r a l  to  th e  s u c ce ss  o f  
t h a t  s y s te m , i t  w o u ld  a p p e a r. O n ly  16% o f  th e  N a t iv e s  
b e l ie v e  t h a t  N a t iv e s  have enough c o n t r o l  o v e r  th e  way 
ju s t i c e  i s  a p p lie d  i n  r u r a l  A la s k a ; w h i le  57% o f  th e  Cau­
c a s ia n s  f e e l  t h a t  N a t iv e s  have enough c o n t r o l .  T h is  i s  a 
m e a n in g fu l is s u e ,  w here m os t o f  th e  " p la y e r s "  i n  th e  
j u s t i c e  f i e l d  a re  l i k e l y  C a u ca s ia n , and w here  th e  c u l t u r e s  
a re  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  to  w a r ra n t  th o ro u g h ,  s tu d ie d  
e xchange . L a rg e  p o r t io n s  o f  th e  sam ple c a l l  f o r  th e  
e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  N a t iv e  i n  th e  ju s t i c e  sys te m  and i t s  w ays , 
o r  in  N a t iv e  in v o lv e m e n t i n  th e  p ro c e s s  i t s e l f ,  o r  b o th .
45% o f  th e  r u r a l  p o p u la t io n  a d m it no u n d e rs ta n d in g  o r  
o n ly  s l i g h t  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  how th e  p o l ic e ,  c o u r t s ,  and 
c o r r e c t io n s  a c t u a l ly  w o rk  in  r u r a l  A la s k a .

I n  cwo r e la te d  q u e s t io n s ,  we e v a lu a te d  th e  p o l i c e  and 
c o u r ts  w i t h  th e  r u r a l  p o p u la t io n  and fo u n d :

Comment a b o u t. . . P o l ic e  C o u r ts

F a v o ra b le  34% 24%
U n fa v o ra b le  61% 51%

N e t -30% -27%

These h ig h ly  n e g a t iv e V a t in g s  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e  c r im in a l  
j u s t i c e  sys tem  in  r u r a l  A la s k a  i s  o u t  o f  to u c h  w i t h  th e  p e o p le  
i t  i s  supposed to  s e rv e ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  A la s k a  N a t iv e s ,  who 
r a te  th e  c o u r ts  w i th  a -14% n e g a t iv e  n e t ,  and th e  p o l i c e  w i t h  
a -44% n e g a t iv e  n e t .
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The Police
I jr

The n e g a t iv e  p o l ic e  r a t in g  may be a r e s u l t  o f  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  th e y  a re  n o t  d o in g  th e  jo b  w h ich  th e  p o p u la t io n  e x p e c ts  
them  to  be d o in g .  By a m a jo r i t y  o f  65% to  23%, f o r  e xa m p le , 
th e  p o p u la t io n  f e e ls  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  o b je c t iv e  o f  th e  p o l ic e  
i s  to  " f i n d  means o f  p re v e n t in g  c r im e  fro m  o c c u r in g "  r a th e r  
th a n  " f in d in g  and a r r e s t in g  th o s e  v/ho have b ro k e n  th e  la v ; " .
T h is  im m e d ia te ly  r a is e s  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  "how th e  p o l i c e  
v /ou ld  go a b o u t y r e v e n t in g  c r im e " .  The s u g g e s t io n s  th e  r u r a l  
p o p u la t io n  came up w i th  on th e  s u b je c t  w ere to  in v o lv e  th e  
p u b l ic ,  t o  p a t r o l  m ore , t o  w a tch  known o f fe n d e r s ,  and to  
p ro v id e  r e c r e a t io n a l  d iv e r s io n  f o r  th e  you ng .

T h e re  i s  a l o t  o f  e v id e n c e  i n  t h i s  s u rv e y  t h a t  th e  
p o p u la t io n  sees th e  jo b  o f  th e  p o lice m a n  d i f f e r e n t l y  uhan 
th e  p o l ic e  do . F o r exam p le , th e  fo u r  m a jo r jo b s  a p o l i c e ­
man i s  supposed to  do in  a r u r a l  com m unity a re :

31% P re v e n t C rim e 
35% P a t r o l  th e  Com m unity 
20% P r o te c t  th e  P u b l ic  
17% Keep th e  Peace
11% Respond to  C a l ls ,  E m e rg e n c ie s , e t c .

I t  s h o u ld  be remembered t h a t  th e se  p h ra s e s  a re  an 
a c c u m u la t iv e  p ro d u c t  o f  th e  r u r a l  p o p u la t io n ,  and n o t  c h o ic e s  
p ro v id e d  by th e  re s e a rc h e r :  t h e r e fo r e ,  th e y  a re  th e  a c tu a l
w ords o f  th e  p u b l ic .

S im i l a r l y ,  th e  jo b s  w h ic h  th e  p o l ic e  a re  n o t  d o in g ,  
b u t  w h ich  th e y  s h o u ld  be d o in g ,  in  r u r a l  A la s k a ,  a r e :

15% R e la t in g  More to  th e  C om m unity 
13% P a t r o l l in g  More

. . . and many le s s e r  jo b s ,  w h ich  d id  n o t  p a t t e r n .
B u t i t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  th e  jo b  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  th e  p o lic e m a n  
r e la t e s  d i r e c t l y  to  h is  r o le  as peace o f f i c e r ,  and c a l l s  
upon h im  to  c re a te  p o s i t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e s  to  p re v e n t  c r im e ,  
and n o t  j u s t  r e a c t iv e  d e te c t io n  and a r r e s t  w o rk  a f t e r  th e  
f a c t .

As f o r  e m e rg e n c ie s , 47% s a id  th e  b ta te  T ro o p e rs  w ere  
d e p e n d a b le , and 4G% s a id  th e  lo c a l  p o l ic e  w ere  d e p e n d a b le  i n  
re s p o n d in g  r a p id ly .

The p u b l ic  does n o t f e e l  t h a t  r u r a l  p o lic e m e n  a re  p ro p ­
e r l y  t r a in e d .  T h is  r e la t e s  d i r e c t l y  to  th e  r a c i a l / c u l t u r a l  
is s u e ,  p r e v io u s ly  d e s c r ib e d ,  s in c e  we f i n d - t h a t  C c iucas ians  
g iv e  th e  p o l ic e  a -10% n e t  on t h e i r  t r a in in g ,  w h i le  N a t iv e s  
g iv e  th e  p o l ic e  a -31% n e t  on t h e i r  t r a in in g .  A ls o ,  i n  29% 
o f  th e  ca s e s , th e re  i s  th e  c la im  o f  p o l ic e  u n fa i r n e s s .  T h is  
comes more fro m  C aucas ians  th a n  A la s k a  N a t iv e s .

61



A l l  th e  same, th e  p u b l ic  w o u ld  e n c o u ra g e , n o t  d is c o u ra g e ,  
a p e rs o n  fro m  e n te r in g  th e  p o l ic e  p r o fe s s io n .  Those  who 
w o u ld  d is c o u ra g e  (26%) someone fro m  becom ing a p o lic e m a n , 
do so because  o f  i t s  d a n g e r, o r  because i t  may c r e a te  a l i e n ­
a t io n  i n  a s m a ll com m un ity  w here you know m ost o f  th e  p e o p le  
you have to  a r r e s t ,  e c c . The p ro b le m  w i t h  rh e  p o l i c e ,  t h e r e ­
f o r e ,  i s  n o t  an " im a g e " p ro b le m  b u t  a m a t te r  o f  s u b s ta n c e : 
jo b  d e f i n i t i o n ,  and com m un ity  in v o lv e m e n t i n  t h e i r  ta s k .

Th • C o u r ts

The r u r a l  p u b l ic  g iv e s  th e  c o u r ts  a n e t  n e g a t iv e  
r a t in g  o f  -27% . 14% nave been a p l a i n t i f f ,  24% have
been a w itn e s s ,  and 47% have e i t h e r  been s e rv e d  o r  
been c a l le d  f o r  j u r y  d u ty .  I t  i s  w o rth  n o t in g  h e re  
t h a t  th e  dem og ra ph ic  makeup o f  ju r o r s  in  r u r a l  A la s k a  
i s  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  the  p o p u la t io n  a t  la r g e ,  an u n u s u a l 
c a s e , and e v id e n c e  t h a t  d e fe n d a n ts  a re  ju d g e d  b y  t h e i r  p e e rs .

The c o u r ts  s u f f e r  fro m  th e  same com m unity  r e la t io n s h ip  
p ro b le m  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  th e  p o l ic e .  T he re  i s  g e n e ra l re c o g ­
n i t i o n  t h a t  th e  c o u r ts  have a p r a c t ic e  o f  s e n d in g  o f fe n d e r s  
back  to  th e  com m un ity  w i th o u t  any e x p la n a t io n  and t h i s  has 
angered  and c o n fu se d  m ost o f  th e  r u r a l  p e o p le  who a re  aware 
o f  i t .

I n  f a c t ,  th e  r u r a l  p u b l ic  v /ou ld  l i k e  t o  see th e  w h o le  
c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  sys tem  r e - e s ta b l is h e d ,  and s e t  up a lo n g  
th e  l in e s  o f  v i l l a g e  c o n t r o l ,  c u l t u r a l  i n t e g r a t io n ,  and 
p r e v e n t iv e  c r im in a l  p r a c t ic e .  T h is  co n ce p t c a r r ie s  among 
C a u ca s ia n s  and n a t u r a l l y  among A la s k a  N a t iv e s .

What t h i s  r e a l l y  means i s  made c le a r e r  b y  o th e r  
f a c t s  w h ic h  s u r fa c e d  in  t h i s  s u rv e y . F o r o n e , th e y  see no 
d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een N a t iv e  and C aucas ian  m a g is t r a te s ,  e x c e p t 
N a t iv e s  t h in k  o f  N a t iv e  m a g is t ra te s  as to u g h e r ,  m ore s e v e re .  
S e c o n d ly , 49% o f  th e  r u r a l  p u b l ic  f e e ls  t h a t  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  
f o r  ju d g e s  t o  speak th e  lan gu ag e  o f  th e  A la s k a  N a t iv e  p e o p le  
i n  v o l la g e  a re a s . T h i r d ,  46% o f  th e  r u r a l  p o p u la t  .on c o n fe s s  
t h a t  th e y  have n o t  been f u l l y  u n d e rs to o d  by th e  c o u r t s .
One c a n n o t w r i t e  o f f  t h i s  f e e l in g  as a r e s u l t  o f  in e x p e r ie n c e  
because m os t o f  th e  r u r a l  p o p u la t io n  uses th e  c o u r t s .  R a th e r 
i t  i s  a s ta te m e n t o f  c u l t u r a l  d is c o n t in u i t y  and i r r e le v a n c e  
w h ic h  i s  b e in g  made; th e  p e o p le  a re  s a y in g  t h a t  th e  c o u r ts  
a re  n o t  fa s h io n e d  f o r  them , o t  by them .

T h is  s u rv e y  co ve re d  many o th e r  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  p u b l ic  
r e la t io n s h ip  to  th e  c o . '  t s . v O n e  o f  th e se  was s e n te n c in g  
c r i t e r i a .  The r u r a l  p u b l ic  fo u n d  m u l t ip le - s a r r - - o f f e n s e  as 
th e  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  s e n te n c in g  c r i t e r i o n ; _and a m a jo r i t y  
f e l t  c h a t an o f f e n d e r 's  y o u th  o r  f i r s t  o f fe n s e ,  was a v e ry  
im p o r ta n t  c o n s id e r a t io n .  44% th o u g h t i t  was v e ry  im p o r ta n t:  
t h a t  th e  o f fe n d e r  was a m o th e r w i th  young c h i ld r e n  a t  home 
in  th e  v i l l a g e .  In  th e  case  o f  a d e fe n d a n t v/ho i s  unem p loyed

62



w it h  r.o means o f  s u p p o r t ,  36% f e l t  i t  was v e ry  im p o r ta n t  
and 25% somewhat im p o r ta n t  f o r  th e  ju d g e  t o  c o n s id e r  in  
s e n te n c in g .  Beyond th e se  c o n s id e r a t io n s ,  th e  r u r a l  p u b l ic  
f e l t  t h a t  th e  d e fe n d a n t 's  m e n ta l s t a b i l i t y ,  th e  s e v e r i t y  
o f  th e  c r im e , and th e  re a so n  why th e  c r im e  was c o m m itte d  w e re  
c irc u m s ta n c e s  a ju d g e  s h o u ld  t h in k  a b o u t.

As to  w h e th e r th e  v ic t im  o f  a c r im e  s h o u ld  have  any­
t h in g  to  say a b o u t s e n te n c in g ,  th e  p u b l ic  says n o .

A m in is c u le  p l u r a l i t y  o f  4% can be fo u n d  f o r  th e  id e a  
o f  a a s s ig n in g  d r u n k - in - p u b l ic  and s m a ll c la im s  p ro b le m s  
t o  th e  v i l l a g e  c o u n c i l ,  r a th e r  th a n  th e  c o u r ts ?  t h i s  id e a  
has s p e c ia l  s u p p o r t  a p p a re n t ly  among th e  u p p e r-e d u c a te d  
r e s id e n t s .

On th e  o th e r  hand , a m a jo r i t y  o f  7 r'% f e e ls  t h a t  lo c a l  
m a g is t ra te s  i n  each v i l l a g e  s h o u ld  h a n d le  m in o r  c r im in a l  
m a t te r s ,  w h i le  16% a rgue  f o r  i t i n e r a n t  d i s t r i c t  ’ju d g e s  
on th e  p3.ane c i r c u i t .  R u ra l p e o p le  have a l o t  o f  f a i t h  
i n  t h e i r  a b i l i . t y  t o  h a n d le  a f f a i r s  f o r  th e m s e lv e s .

On m a t te rs  o f  la w , r u r a l  p e o p le  a re  s p l i t  (46% f o r ,
44% a g a in s t )  o v e r th e  n o t io n  t h a t  c e r t a in  c h a rg e d  p e o p le  
s h o u ld  be k e p t  in  j a i l  u n t i l  t r i a l ,  w i th  no r i g h t  t o  g e t  
o u t ,  even th o u g h  th e y  a re  presum ed in n o c e n t .  T h e re  i s  w id e  
ag reem en t (79% f o r ,  18% a g a in s t )  t h a t  th e  p o l ic e  s h o u ld  
have th e  a u t h o r i t y  to  d e ta in  in to x ic a te d  p e rs o n s  
u n t i l  th e y  a re  s o b e r , even th o u g h  th e y  have n o t  v io la t e d  
any o th e r  la w .

As f o r  th e  q u a l i f i c a t io n s  o f  a ju d g e , r u r a l  A la s k a n s  
lo o k  f i r s t  f o r  f a m i ly  backg round  ( c u l t u r a l  i n t e g r a t io n  
a g a in ) ; secon d , s e n te n c in g  re c o rd ;  t h i r d ,  e x p e r ie n c e ;  
f o u r t h ,  p e rs o n a l c h a r a c t e r is t i c s  such as f a i r n e s s ,  p re ­
ju d ic e ,  age , e t c .  One p e rs o n  summed up a g e n e ra l n o t io n  
by  s a y in g  th e  ju d g e  had b e t t e r  know " th e  p s y c h o lo g y  
o f  t h i s  a re a " .  R u ra l A la s k a  does have a d i s t i n c t  p s y c h o lo g y ,  
as t h i s  s u rv e y  and many o th e rs  b e fo re  i t ,  p ro v e .

C o r r e c t io n s

F o r r u r a l  A la s k a n s , th e  p u rpose  o f  c o r r e c t io n s  i s  e q u a l ly  
p u n ish m e n t and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  and t h i r d  to  p r o t e c t  s o c ie t y  
by  re m o v in g  dange rous e le m e n ts  fro m  i t .  A la s k a  N a t iv e s  f e e l  
in  o n e - th i r d  o f  th e  cases t h a t  th e  p u rpose  o f  c o r r e c t io n s  
i s  p u n is h m e n t, w h i le  C a ucas ians  m e n tio n  t h i s  p u rp o s e  i n  o n ly  
o n e - f i f t h  o f  th e  ca s e s . C aucas ians  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  f i r s t  
p u rp o se  i s  p r o t e c t io n ,  g e t t in g  dangerous p e o p le  o f f  th e  s t r e e t s ,  
e t c . ,  w h i le  N a t iv e s  b e l ie v e  i t  i s  p u n is h m e n t.
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W h ile  a p l u r a l i t y  (46?/) o f  th e  p u b l ic  f e e ls  t h a t  th e  
c o r r e c t io n s  d e p a rtm e n t s h o u ld  t r y  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  e v e ry o n e , 
o n ly  one o u t  o f  e v e ry  f i v e  r u r a l  A la s k a n s  b e l ie v e s  t h a t  a 
m a jo r i t y  o f  in m a te s  a re  i n  any way r e h a b i l i t a t e d  by  j a i l  
p ro c e s s .  Men a re  o v e r  2 - t c - l  f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a lw a y s , 
w h i le  women a re  51% to  36% f o r  ’’ f o r g e t t in g  some" r a th e r  
th a n  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  J u ry  members w o u ld  f o r g e t  some; th o s e  
w i t h  no j u r y  e x p e r ie n c e  w o u ld  r e h a b i l i t a t e .  T h e re  i s  s im p ly  
no c le a r  d i r e c t i o n  on th e  is s u e  and i t  i s  c o m p lic a te d  by  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  so fe w  r u r a l  r e s id e n ts  b e l ie v e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  has 
e v e r  w o rk e d .

I f  an in m a te  i s  m e n ta l ly  o r  e m o t io n a l ly  d is t u r b e d ,  th e  
r u r a l  p u b l ic  f e e ls  t h a t  he s h o u ld  be t r e a te d  d i f f e r e n t l y  
th a n  th e  o th e r  p r is o n e r s .  A m a jo r i t y  a ls o  f e e ls  t h a t  th o s e  
c o n v ic te d  o f  s e r io u s  c r im e s  s h o u ld  be s e n t away t o  a la r g e r  
c i t y  j a i l  f o r  t h e i r  te rm s , a lth o u g h  among th o s e  who have an 
o p in io n  a b o u t c i t y  j a i l s ,  th e  f e e l in g  i s  t h a t  th e y  do l i t t l e  
b u t  expose  th e  in m a te  t o  more c r im in a l  a c t i v i t y .

F i n a l l y ,  th e  r u r a l  p u b l ic  saw no m a jo r p ro b le m  in  women 
and men u s in g  some id e n t i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  in  th e  c o r r e c t io n s  
p ro c e s s .

Young P e o p le

O f th e  h o u se h o ld s  i n  th e  sam p le , 58% in c lu d e d  c h i ld r e n  
u n d e r 16 p r e s e n t ly  i n  re s id e n c e ,  th e  ave rage  b e in g  2 o r  3 
c h i ld r e n  p e r  f a m i ly .  O f th e s e , one fa m i ly  o u t  o f  s ix  o r  
1 0 % o f  th e  e n t i r e  sam ple , have had a young p e rs o n  in  some 
k in d  o f  t r o u b le  w i t h  th e  p o l ic e ,  c o u r ts ,  o r  c o r r e c t io n s  
w i t h in  th e  l a s t  y e a r .

S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  12% o f  th e  N a t iv e  f a m i l ie s  v e rs u s  4% o f  
th e  C a u c a s ia n  f a m i l ie s  r e p o r t  such t r o u b le .  A ls o ,  a lm o s t no 
f a m i ly  e a rn in g  m ore th a n  $13 ,000  a y e a r  r e p o r t  t r o u b le  w i th  
t h e i r  c h i ld r e n -  w h i le  one o u t  o f  f i v e  f a m i l ie s  e a rn in g  le s s  
had t r o u b le  o f  t h i s  k in d  l a s t  y e a r .  The t r o u b le  i s  fo u n d  
i n  no cases  w here  th e  fa m i ly  depends upon s u b s is te n c e  f o r  
i t s  incom e . C e r t a in ly  t h i s  dem ography s h o u ld  be s tu d ie d  
f o r  m ean ing  by  e x p e r ie n c e d  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  a g e n c ie s  in  r u r a l  
A la s k a .

R u ra l A la s k a n s  b e l ie v e  t h a t  boredom and la c k  o f  r e c r e ­
a t io n ,  a lc o h o l  and fa m i ly  p ro b le m s  a re  m a jo r cau se s  o. 
ju v e n i le  o f fe n s e s .  S in c e  a lc o h o l ic  co n su m p tio n  i s  i l l e g a l  
f o r  th o s e  u n d e r 19 , i t  w o u ld  appea r t h a t  f a m i ly  p ro b le m s  
may be m ore im p o r ta n t  th a n  &he r u r a l  p u b l ic  w o u ld  l i k e  to  
a d m it .  The d ru g  abuse s i t u a t io n  seems to  be v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n  r u r a l  A la s k a .



R e la te d  t o  t h i s ,  39% f e l t  t h a t  c h i l d  abuse was a p ro b le m  
in  th e  com m un ity . C a uca s ian ^  -Jended to  t h in k  c h i l d  abuse 
i s  a p ro b le m , \7h i l e  N a t iv e s  in  each com m un ity  a re  s p l i t  
e v e n ly  on th e  q u e s t io n .  O ld e r  re s p o n d e n ts  te n d e d  t o  say 
th e re  was c h i ld  abu se , w h i le  y o u n g e r re s p o n d e n ts  w e re  d iv id e d  
on th e  m a t te r .

Those b e l ie v in g  th e re  i s  a c h i ld  abuse p ro b le m  su g g e s t 
a c o u n s e lin g  and e d u c a tio n  p ro g ra m , a l i m i t a t i o n  o f  a lc o h o l 
in  th e  com m un ity , o r  f o s t e r  home p rog ram s —  th e  re m o v a l o f  
c h i ld r e n  fro m  homes o f  abuse .

R u ra l A la s k a n s  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  f a m i ly  has th e  p r im a ry  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o i  c o n t r o l l i n g  th e  b e h a v io r  o f  a c h i l d  
betw een 13 and 1 6 , and f o r  h e lp in g  and c o r r e c t in g  th e  c h i l d ­
re n  who a re  c o n v ic te d  o f  an o f fe n s e .  The c o r r e c t io n s  d e p a r t ­
m ent i s  n o t  r e s p o n s ib le ,  a c c o rd in g  to  r u r a l  A la s k a n s , f o r  th e  
c o r r e c t io n  o f  a c o n v ic te d  te e n a g e r .

T h is  l a s t  f i n d in g  u n d o u b te d ly  makes th e  d e c is io n  o f  
w here  a 1 3 /1 6  y e a r  o ld  s h o u ld  be p la c e d  f o r  c o r r e c t io n s  
m ore co m p le x . A b o u t a t h i r d  o f  th e  sam ple f e e ls  t h a t  send­
in g  a c h i l d  t o  a n o th e r  c i t y  f o r  c o r r e c t io n s  i s  a l l  r i g h t ;  
a n o th e r  t h i r d  f e e ls  i t  w o u ld  n e c e s s a r i ly  w o rk  a g a in s t  th e  
h e lp in g  p ro c e s s . The r e s t  a re  u n d e c id e d  on th e  m a t te r ,  b u t  
th e  r o le  o f  p a r e n ta l  r e la t io n s h ip  has a lr e a d y  been s o l i d l y  
i d e n t i f i e d ,  so  s e n d in g  a c h i l d  away a pp ea rs  to  v io l a t e  th e  
sense o f  w h a t r u r a l  A la s k a n s  a re  s a y in g .

What we do know i s  t h a t  by a r a t i o  o f  39% t o  4% th e  
r u r a l  p u b l ic  f e e ls  t h a t  th e  ju s t i c e  sys tem  s e t  up f o r  j u v ­
e n i le s  i s  le s s  e f f e c t i v e  th a n  t h a t  s e t  up f o r  a d u l t s ,  and i t  
has been su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  a d u l t  sys tem  i s  p e rc e iv e d  as 
c h a o t ic .  The r u r a l  p u b l ic  i s  c a l l i :  j  f o r  h e lp -  c o u n s e lin g  
p ro g ra m s , r e c r e a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i ty ,  and f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  th e  
young . Some a re  a ls o  a s k in g  t h a t  young p e o p le  be h e ld  
more r e s p o n s ib le ,  more a c c o u n ta b le , f o r  t h e i r  a c t io n s .

In  a r e la t e d  a re a , we fo u n d  t h a t  o n ly  4% o f  th e  r u r a l  
p u b l ic  i s  now w ith o u t  TV. The a ve ra g e  s e t  i n  r u r a l  A la s k a  
i s  on f o r  5 h o u rs  e v e ry  d a y . In  N a t iv e  homes, i t  i s  on  
even more th a n  5 h o u rs . A ls o ,  47% o f  th e  r u r a l  p u b l ic  
b e l ie v e s  t h a t  th e re  i s  to o  much v io le n c e  i n  t e le v i s io n  p ro ­
grams .
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Rowan Survey 
June 1976

Percentage
D is tr ib u tio n

Question Responses Urban Rural

1. Do you worry about becoming a v ic tim  of crime? Yes 41.2 30.6
No 41.2 38.9
Somewhat 17.6 30.6

2. What crime is  i t  tha t you are a v ic tim  o f, in  your Robbery 19.2 1 1 . 1
imagination? Burglary 2 2 . 0 12,5

Rape 4.9 9.7
A ssau lt/ba tte ry 4.1 15.3
Other 4.9 1 1 . 1
No Opinion 3.3 1.4
Not Applicable 41.6 38.9

3. Do you believe t Viat the ra te  of crime is  increasing Yes 89.4 84.7
in  Alaska? No 5.7 5.6

Don* t  Knew 4.9 9.7

4. Why? Not Applicable 1 1 . 0 15.3
Increased Population 49.4 51.4
Alcohol/Drugs 0 . 0 5.6
P ipe line 6.5 5.6
Read/heard S ta tis t ic s 18.4 0 . 0
Lenient Courts 4.5 C.O
Economic Causes 4.9 0 . 0
Other 4.1 2 2 . 2
No Opinion 1 . 2 0 . 0

5. What are the basic causes o f crime? Economic Pressures 55.1 32.0
6 . (Note: %’ s should add to  200% as Alcohol/t)rugs 38.8 95.9

respondents were asked to  name two Environment/Family weakness 52.7 19.6
factors) Miscellaneous other 25.2 35.4

Don’ t  Know 28.2 17.1

7. Is  Jiere organized crime in  Alaska? Yes 58.0
NO 1 2 . 2
Don’ t  Know 29.8



Percentage

D i s tribution

Question Responses Urban Rural

8 . Describe it. (organized crime) Not applicable 43.7

Gambling 7.3

P r ostitution 7.8

Drugs 5.3

T eamsters 5.7

M a f i a  type 9.8

P eel there is(heard or 1 0 . 2
know of it)

O' her 6.9

No opinion 3.3

9. Considering all crime ana illegal, harmful activity Less than 20% 27.8 8.3

in A l a s k a  wh a t  p e r c entage of people responsible for 20% - 40% 30.2 40.3

this activity become known to police? 40% - 80% 24.4 19.4

Over 80% 4.5 4.2

Don't Know 13.1 27.8

10. Is that enough to keep control of the situation, is Enough 13.1 1 1 . 1
it too little, or too muc h  control? Too little 69.0 58.3

Too m u c h 0.4 0 . 0
D o n’t know 17.5 30.6

H ow would you rate the job n o w  be i n g  done by:

11. Police Good 58.8 30.6

Poor 37.1 61.1

Don't know 4.1 8.3

12, Courts Good 17.5 23.7

Poor 73.1 51,4
• Don't Know 9.4 25.0

13. Supreme Court Good 2 1 . 2
Poor 47.0
D o n 't Know 31.8

14, Corrections (state jails) Good 9.8

Poor 69.0

Don't Know 2 1 . 2

Good" in c lu d e s  responses  o f  " e x c e l le n t ” and " p r e t t y  good” , " p o o r "  in c lu d e s  " ju s t  f a i r "  * "p o o r



Percentage

Distri b u t i o n

Question Responses Ur b a n R u r a l

15. Pro b a t i o n  and Parole Good 11.4

Poor 61.3

Don't Kno w 27.3

16. Dist r i c t  Attorneys Good 23.2

Poor 40.8

Don't K n o w 35.9

17. What are the major problems w i t h  this justice system?

18. Leniency in sentencing 2 0 . 0
Laws not strict enough 3.0

Courts overloaded 9.0

Selective justice 3.0

(inconsistent)

Corruption influenced 3.0

Coddling of Criminals 3.0

Turned loose too soon 3.0

Need b etter enforcement 3.0

Low qualified personnel 2 . 0
Need better facilities 1 . 0
Red tape/bureaucrecy 2 . 0
System should w o r k  better 2 . 0

(not organized)

Other 3.0

No opinion 43.0

19. What are 2-3 major crime problems in A laska today? Alcohol, Drugs, P r o s t i­ 2 2 . 0 39.0

2 0 . tution

Crimes a g a inst property 26.0 31.0

Crimes a g a inst persons 31.0 9.0

Organized crime 1 . 0
Juvenile crime 1 . 0 0 . 0
Other 8 . 0 6 . 0
No opinion 1 - . 0 15.0

21. Should the police take as their 1st objective the Arrest 42.4 23.6

finding and arresting of those who have broken the Prevent 46.1 65.3

law, or finding means for preventing crime from Don't kno w 3.7 1.4

occurring? Both 7.8 9.7



Question Response

Percen

Distrit

Urban

tage

ution

Rural

22. H o w  could criminal activity be prevencad or found

23. out b efore the crime occurred?

P ublic education/ 

involvement

1 1 . 0 1 1 . 8

Stricter law enforcement 1 0 . 0 26.5

Staffer penalties 5.0 7.4

St agthen family 1 . 0 0 . 0
M o r e  recreation facilities 1 . 0 10.3

Other 5.0 7.4
No 67.0 36.8

24. Are mos t  crimes committed in A l a s k a  related to drug Y es 74.3 95.9

abuse or a l c ohol abuse? No 18 J 0 . 0
Don't know 7.8 4.2

25. Drug related: Not applicable 26.9 63.9

Ro b bery-violent crime 26.1 6.9

Burglary 13.1 . 0
Theft/stealing 19.2 8.3

Other 8.9 18.1

No opinion 5.7 2 . 8

A l c o h o l  related: Not applicable 24.5 2 . 8
Crimes against persons 38.4 48.5

Crimes against property 28.2 14.0

Other 6 . 1 23.6
• No opinion 2.9 1 1 . 1

26. Should police have authority to d e t a i n  intoxicated Yes 69.4 79.2

people until they are sober even though they have No 26.1 18.1

not violated any other law? Don't know 4.5 2 . 8

27. Should police be given the discretion of Issuing Yes 55.5

a summons as wi t h  traffic violations, for certain No 40.4

offenses such as shop-lifting or assault and 

b a t t e r y ? ( o r  should he automatically put offender 

in jail?)

Don't know 4.1

28. Do y o u  believe certain people should be detained and Yes 58.8 45.8

jailed until trial w i t h  no rights to bail, even No 34.3 44.4

though they are presumed innocent until proven guilty? Don't know . 6.9 9.7



Ques t i o n

29. Wo u l d  m a n d a t o r y  sentences for crimes, regardless of 

the circumstances or background of the defendant, 

be a good idea?

W hich of the following circumstances should play a role 

in whether a d e fendant is sentenced to jail, or h ow 

long in jail?

30. Defendant is a  first offender

31. Defe n d a n t  is 17 years old

32. Defendant has committed same crime three times

33. D e fendant is a m other w i t h  three young children

at home

34. Defendant is an A l a s k a  Native

35. A re you for or against plea bargaining where a 

district atto r n e y  often brings a lower charge 

than he could so he can get a guilty plea?

36. Would y o u  be in favor or opposed to assigning 

divorce, small claims and juvenile or family 

problems to a legal negotiating board and take 

away from the Courts?

iponse

Pe r c e n t a g e

Distri 

Ur b a n

jution 

R u r a l

i j

No

D o n 't k n o w

Important 

Unimportant 

Do n ' t  kn o w

Important 

Unimportant 

D o n 't know

Important 

U nimportant 

D o n 't know

Important 

Unimportant 

D o n 't know

Important 

Unimportant 

D o n 1t kno w

For . 

Against 

D o n’t kno w

Favor 

Opposed 

D o n 1t know

46.9

46.9 

6.1

92.7

4.9 

2.4

76.0

22.4 

1.6

95 5 
3.7 

0.8

71.0

2 ..9 

4.1

19.6

77.6

2.9

22,9

64.5

12.7

84.5

10.6 
4.9



Ques t i o n Response

Percer

Distril

Urban

itage

m t i o n

Rural

37. Should a judge be m',re r e s p onsive to public sentiment Public sentiment 2 1 . 2
or more re s p o n s i v e  to his i n terpretation of the law Interpretation of law 72.7

as he hears a case? D o n 't kn o w 6 . 1

38. If you wer e  to v o t e  today on w h e ther judges in this Court record/sentencing 34.0 1 0 . 0
3 9 . district vere to b e  retained or retired from the (post case)

court, wha t  w o u l d  y ou like to know about them before Background 7.0 13.0
voting? Qualifications/capabilities 5.0 7.0

experience

Views/reputation/prej u- 16.0 14.0

dices, character,

integrity

A g e / l e n g t h  service on 4.0 3.0

bench

Fairness 2 . 0 6 . 0
Other 4.0 6 . 0
No opinion 28.0 41.0

40. As you think about it, w h at's the point of sending Keeps them off street 56.3 2 0 . 8
a convicted o f f e n d e r  to jail? What does it do for Punishment 1 1 . 0 31.9

the offender or for us? Time to think 5.3 0 . 0
Acts as deterrent 3.7 0 . 0
Rehabilitation 7.3 31.9
Nothing 8 . 2 0 . 0
Other 6.5 12.5

No opinion 1 . 6 2 . 8

41. Would y o u  favor the establishment of a maximum Yes, if constructed 27.3
security i nstitution in A l a s k a  instead of sending w i t h i n  30 miles of

the mor e  dangerous offenders out of state to a your home

federal penitentiary? Yes, if in other community 1 2 . 2
No 55.1

D o n 1t know 5.3

42. Would you f a vor/oppose using tax dollars to establish Yes 79.2

small b u s inesses in prisons if incarcerated offenders No 17.1

would work, b e  paid wages, and ttilize a portion of Don't kno w 3.7

wages to d e f r a y  expenses for their rooms and board

and r ehabilitative programs?



Question

A3. Wh a t  percentage of o f fenders sent to jail in A l a s k a  

come out rehabilitated, in youropinion?

AA. Should the Corrections D e p a r t m e n t  try to rehabilitate 

everyone or are there some people that cannot be 

rehabilitated?

A5. Should corrections staff determine w h e n  a convict 

should be permitted to w o r k  outside the jail, or 

go to school during the day? Or should someone 

else make the decision?

A 6 . If an offender is m e n t a l l y / e m o t i o n a l l y  disturbed, 

should he be treated in the prison or sent to a 

m e n t a l  hospital?
'O
N>

A7. Should w o m e n  housed in the same corrections facility 

in separate areas be allowed to share classrooms, 

gym and related activities w i t h  m en prisoners?

A 8 . Should an effort be m a d e  to empty the A l a s k a  jails 

of all but those w ho are dangerous, m u l t i p l e  of­

fenders; or do you b e l ieve that the others should 

be in jail too?

A9. Would you be interested in v o l u n t e e r i n g  to do 

community w o r k  in a Corrections Institution?

50. If someone in your family we r e  thinking of be­

coming a policeman, and you wer e  asked to give 

your advice about the idea, would you encourage 

or discourage him?

Percentage

Distri aution

Response Urban R u r a l .

U nder 50% 6 8 . 6 56.9

50%-75% 5.3 15.3

75%-90% 0 . 0 2 . 8
over 90% 0. A 0 . 0
don't know 25.7 25.0

Everyone A6.1 A5.8

Forget some A9.8 A1.7

Don't know A.l 12.5

Corrections 57.6

Someone else 31.A

Don't do it 4.9

Don't know 6 . 1

Treated in prison 13.9 9.7
M ental hospital 79.6 87.5
Don't kn o w 6.5 2 . 8

Yes 72.7 56.9

No 2 0 . 0 29.2

Don't kno w 7.3 13.9

Jail dangerous 25.7
Others too 6 6 . 1
D o n 't know 8 . 2

Yes A7.3

No A9.A

Don't know 3.3

Encourage 63.3 5A.2

Discourage 2 2 .A 26.A
Don't know 1A.3 19.A



Question Response

Percer 

Distrit 

U r b a n  1

itage

>ution

Ru r a l

51. If discourage, why? Not applicable 76.7 70.8

D a n gerous/risky 9.0 8.3

Pay & w o r king conditions 6.5 0 . 0
Other 4.0 5.6

Not opinion 3.7 0 . 0
Closely related in small 

community

0 . 0 9.7

Police ostrasized 0 . 0 5.6

52. List two or three of the most important jobs a police- Protect public 16.0 1 0 . 0
53. man is supposed to be doing in this community. Protect property 4.0 2 . 0

Prevent crime 13.0 15.0

A rrest offenders 8 . 0 3.0

I Enforce laws 4.0 3.01
Patrol streets 9.0 13.0
Keep law & order 7.0 9.0
Traffic control 7.0 6 . 0
Crime investigations 3.0 3.0

W o r k  w i t h  juveniles 2 . 0 4.0

Good example 1 . 0 4.0

Public relations 4.0 0 . 0
Control alcohol offenses 0 . 0 4.0

Q u i c k  response to call 5.0 6 . 0
Other 1 . 0 3.0

No opinion 16.0 15.0

54. Are they doing these jobs to your satisfaction? Yes 53.9 38.0

No 37.6 50.7

Don* t know 8 . 6 11.3

55. How would you rate the training of the average police­ Positive 53.5 58.4

man you Know? Negative 22.9 13.9

Don *t know 23.7 27.8

56, Should policemen have the right to strike? Yes

No

Don't know

38.0

55.9

6 . 1



Question Response

Percer

Distrit
Ur b a n

I
itage

rntion
Rural

57. Do you have any thoughts about the good or bad effects Better w a g e s / benefits 11.4

wh i c h  result from the u n i onization of police? Gives clout/voice 5.3

Better w o r k i n g  conditions 0.4

Gives them solidarity 5.7

(raises morale)
• Bad effect is striking 6 . 1

Too much union influenced 6.9

Te amsters are corrupt/ 5.3
♦ organized crime

• Shouldn't a l l o w  them to 4.1

- strike

Th e y  are public servants- 5.7

shouldn't strike

Get greedy-wili do worse 3.7

job

Gen e r a l l y  favorable 3.7

G e nerally unfavorable 6.5

Other 1 . 6
No opinion 33.5

58. Is corruption among police a problem in this community? Yes 13.9

No 56.3

D o n 't know 29.8

59. Do police spend time doing things wh i c h  in your No 40.0

opinion are a waste of their time? T r a ffic violations 1 0 . 6
V i c t imless crimes 7.3

Just driving around 5.7

Pa perwork 2.9

Other 1 0 . 6
, No opinion 22.9

60. What are some things you'd like to see the police do? Patrol more 14,3 12.5

(Things they should be doing but are not?) Public r e l a t ions/education 1 0 . 2 15.3

W o r k  w i t h  kids/schools/ 6 . 1 6.9

curfew

Tr a ffic control/violations 1 1 . 0 8.3

Get drunks/prostitutes 2 . 0 0 . 0
Stick to duties/training 3.3 0 . 0
Other 8 .2 ' 27.8

No opinion 44.9 29.2



Question

61. What w o u l d  y ou say are the m a j o r  problems of young

62. people wh i c h  cause them to get mixed up w i t h  

juvenile offenses?

*
63. W ho has the primary r e s p o n sibility in controlling

the behavior of a child b e t ween thirteen ani sixteen?

64. If something goes wr o n g  and a child is convicted of 

an offense, w ho has the primary resp o n s i b i l i t y  for 

r e h a b i litation and corrections?

65. If a person b e t ween thirteen and sixteen w e r e  to be 

placed in a corrections institution, if that insti­

tution were far off in another community, wo u l d  this 

n e c e s sarily w o r k  against the success of the corrections 

effort, as you see it?

6 6 . Is child abuse a p r o b l e m  in this community?

Percentage <

Distril m t i o n
Response Urban Rural

Home life(family, Parents 34.0 17.0

problems, b roken homes,

etc.)

Schools lack discipline 3.0 . 0
Lac k  morals, respect 2 . 0 . 0
D r u g s/alcohol 13.0 33.0

Uoredora 1 1 . 0 19.0

Lac k  responsibility 2 . 0 0 . 0
Peer pressure, bad company 8 . 0 0 . 0
Kids nature 3.0 . 0
T.V. violence 1 . 0 . 0
Other 4.0 3.0

No opinion 19.0 28.0

Child 6 . 1 2 . 8
Parents 86.9 90.3

School . 8 0 . 0
Police 0 . 0 0 . 0
Courts 0 . 0 0 . 0
Other 6 . 1 5.6

D o n 't kn o w 0 . 0 1.4

Child ^ 3.3 4.2

Parents 44.1 45.8

School 0 . 0 0 . 0
Police 0 . 8 0 . 0
Courts 1 0 . 2 6.9

Corrections department. 2 0 . 0 15.3
Other 20.4 26.4

D o n 't know 1 . 2 1.4

Yes 40.4 37.5

No 49.8 38.9

Don't know 9.8 23.6

Yes 53.5 38.9

No 2 1 . 2 33.3

D o n 't know 25.3 27.8



Q u e s t i o n Response

Percent

Distribu

Ur b a n

age

tion

Rural

67. If yes, wha t  can b e  don e  to p r e vent such a thing? Not applicable 46.1 61.1

Counsel, educate parents 22.4 1 1 . 1
C o mmunity awareness 3.3 0 . 0
Neighbors should report 5.7 0 . 0
Remove child fro m  home 4.1 8.3

Punish parents 4.1 0 . 0
Control drinking 2.4 6.9

Other 2 . 0 6.9

No o p i nion 9.8 5.5

6 8 . Should the court act as the "parent" of a charged Court = Parent 55.5

child b e fore it, or should the child have the same Child = Adult 32.2

legal rights as an adult and be treated as such? D o n 't know 1 2 . 2
1.

69. Has any young person in this home, someone 16 or Yes 5.7 9.7

younger, bee n  in some ki n d  of trouble w i t h  the No 93.5 83.3

police, the courts, or corrections w i t h i n  the last year Don't kno w 0 . 8 6.9

70. H ow m a n y  children under 16 live full-time in this 0 49.0 41.7

home? One 18.8 19.4

Two 18.0 18.1

Three 7.3 6.9
Four 3.7 4.2

Over four 3.3 9.7

71. Is the justice system set up for the Juveniles any M o r e  effective 1 0 . 2 4.2

m o r e  or less effective than that set up for adults Less effective 35.5 38.9

in Alaska? Don't know 45.7 56.9

Same 8 . 6

72. If more, in what way? Not applicable 89.8 95.8

Good treatment program 2.9 2 . 8
i

Good facilities 2.4 0 . 0
Other 3.3 0 . 0
No opinion 1 . 6 1.4

73. If less, in wha t  way? Not applicable 64.5 66.7

Courts too lenient 14.7 9.7

Poor treatment p r o gram 7.3 12.5

Other 8 .2 ' 5.6

No opinion 5.3 5.6



Question

74. H o w  w o u l d  you rate y o u t h  services such as recreation 

and yo u t h  counseling in this community?

75. D o  you lack your hom e  as a usual p r e c aution against 

intrusion?

76. Do you lock your car w h e n  not in it?

77. W h a t  other precautions do y o u  take to avoid becoming 

the v i c t i m  of a crime?

78. H ow m a n y  handguns are there in this household?

79. Have you or anyone else here bee n  the v i c t i m  of a 

serious crime? W i t h i n  the last year?

80. What type of crime?

81. Would you be w i l l i n g  to join in a neighborhood effort 

coordinated by the police in w h i c h  y ou and your n e i g h  

bors regularly looked out for each other wh i l e  one or 
the other of you is not around?

Percentage

Distri b u t i o n

Response Urban Ru r a l  .

Good 26.6 23.6

Fair 23.3 25.0

Poor 37.1 31.9

Unavailable 0 . 0 15.3

D o n 't know 13.1 4.2

Yes 81.2 73.6

No 18.8 26.4

Yes 65.3

No 31.0

No car 3.7

Owns dog 9.0 6.9

Owns gun/weapon 9.8 5.6

Stay off streets/careful 16.3 1 1 . 2
at night

L o c k  car/remove keys 4.9 16.7

Precautions at home 19.7 0 . 0
Other 6 . 1 13.9

No/no opinion 34.3 45.8

None 49.0 55.6

One 29.0 27.8

Two 1 0 . 2 5.6

Three + 5.3 8.3

Refused 6.5 2 . 8

Yes 14.3 8.3

No 85.3 90.3

Don't know 0.4 1.4

Not applicable 84.9 91.7

Crimes against persons 2.4 4.2

Crimes against property 6.9 4.1

Other 5.7 0 . 0
No opinion 0 . 0 0 . 0

Yes 89.0

No 7.8

Don't know 3.3



P e r c entage

D istri b u t i o n

Q uestion Response Urban Rural

82. D o  you feel that the v i c t i m  of a crime should have Yes 36.3 36.1

some say in the sentence of the offender after trial No 62.4 43.1

and conviction? Don't know 1 . 2 2 0 . 8

83. Have you ever appeared in court as a plaintiff? Yes 1 1 . 8 13.9

No 87.3 83.3

Refused 0 . 8 2 . 8

84. Have you ever appeared in court as a witness? Yes 2 1 . 6 23.6

No 78.0 73.6

Refused 0.4 2 . 8

85. Have you ever appeared in court as a member of a Yes, a membt 19.2 31.9

jury or called to be interviewed for a Jury? Yes, called 13.5 15.3

No 66.5 51.4

Refused 0 . 8 1.4

8 6 . About h o w  m a n y  hours per day would you say the 6 hcurs or more 28.6 36.1

television is on in this home? 4-5 hours 23.7 33.3

2-3 hour:? 28.2 2 0 . 8
1 hour or less 9.0 5.6

. No T.V. 1 0 . 6 4.2

87. Would you say the amount of viol e n c e  in T.V. programs Viole n c e  too m u c h 69.0 47.2

is too m u c h  or is it all right the w a y  it is? O K 27.8 47.2

D o n 't know 3.3 5.6

8 8 . Do y ou feel television news presents an accurate A ccurate 29.0

picture of crime, police, courts, corrections, or Distorted 58.8

do you feel i. is distorted? D o n 't know 1 2 . 2

89. If distorted, how? Not applicable 41.6

Sensationalized/dramatic 13.1

Not fully reported 13.9
Biased/slanted 9.0

Emphasis on crime/criminals 5.3

Built up/overdone ? 3.7

Other 5.7

No opinion 7.8



vD

90. H ow m a n y  years have you lived in Alaska?

__________________________Question______________________

91. What is the last level of education you completed?

92. W h i c h  category does your family income fall in?

93. A r e  you:

94. How many people live in this household?

95. Are you a registered A l a s k a  voter?

96. Sex:

97. Age:

98.• Race:

R esponse

Percentage

Distribution

Urban Rural

Under 2 years 17.6 5.6
3 - 1 0  years 30.6 8.3
Over 10 years 51.8 8 6 . 2

Incomplete high school 9.8 23.6
High school graduutc 31.0 30.6
Incomplete college 40.8 16.7
College graduate or beyond 18.4 29.2

Under $6,000 4.5 8.3
$6,000 - 13,000 16.7 23.6
$13,000 - 25,000 36.7 2 2 . 2
Over $25,000 34.3 25.0
Refused 7.8 2 0 . 8

Employed 50.6

Unemployed 1 1 . 8
Houseperson 27.8
Student 5.7
Retired 4.1

One 6 . 1 5.6
Two - four 70.6 62.5
Five or more 23.3 31.9

Yes 78.0 84.7
No 2 2 . 0 13.9
Unsure 0 . 0 1.4

Male 47.3 37.5
Female 52.7 62.5

16 - 24 19.2 23.6
25 - 39 49.0 44.4
40 - 59 27.8 26.4
60 + 4.1 5.6

Caucasian 86.9 29.2
Alaska Native 8 . 6 63.1

Black 2 . 0 1.4

Oriental or other 2.4 1.4



Question

A dd itio na l Question! included on ly  in  the RURAL Survey:

1. D o  y ou feed and support this family m o r e  through m o n e y  

(including food stamps) or mo r e  through subsistence 

hunting, fishing or trapping?

2. A r e  you:

3 . Is unfairness among police a p r o blem is this 

community?

4  ̂ H o w  wel l  do you feel y ou understand the justice system, 

the police, the courts, and c o r rections, vork?

5. Do you believe that anyone charged w i t h  a crime should 

be presumed innocent until found g uilty in a court of 
law?

6 . Do you feel that going to jail is something to be 
ashamed of?

Percentage

Di stribution

Response Urban

A n chorage

Fairbanks

Southeastern

Other rural/Kenai, Palmer^ 

Kodiak, Cordova

Mo n e y

Subsistence 

Don't kno w  

Both

Employed

Unemployed

Houseperson

Student

Retired

Yes

No

D o n 't know

Ver y  well 

OK

Not so well 

Don't understand 
Don't know

Yes

Not n ecessarily 

No

D o n 't know

Yes

No

D o n 't know

Rural

26.4

27.8 

25.0

20 .8

65.3

19.4

5.6

9.7

77.8

4.2

6.9

6.9

4.2

29.2

37.5

33.3

18.1

37.5

34.7 

4.2

5.6

84.7

9.7 
4 2 

i.

68.1
26.4

5.6

Dillingham 

Bethel 

Nome 

Kotzebue



Question Response

Percentage
D is tr ib u tio n

Rural

7. Do people here fe e l tha t they are f u l ly  understood by Yes 9.7
the courts? No 45.8

Don't know 44.4

8 . Do you favor pu tting  ja i ls  in  most v illa g e s  of th is Favor 65.3
area? Oppose 26.4

Don't know 8.3

9 . Should those convicted of s e rio 's  crimes be sent Sent away 69.0
away to large c ity  ja i l s ,  or should they be maintained Kept in  home v illa g e 19.7
and supervised in  th e ir  home v illage? Don' t  know 11.3

1 0 . Jo convicts sent to la rge r c ity  or s ta te  ja i l s  re tu rn More 29.2
here more or less dangerous than when they want away? Less 15.3

Don' t  know 51.4
Same 4.2

1 1 . I f  more, why? Not applicable 74.3
Exposure to more crime 12.9
Other 12.9
No opinion 0 . 0

1 2 . Have you ever had to use a gun, or threaten to use Yes 9.7
a gun, in  order to maintain con tro l o f a s itu a tio n No 90.3
which occurred here?

13, Are the state troopers dependable in  coming fa s t to Yes 47.2
such an emergency? No 16.7

• Don't know 36.1

14. Hew about lo c a l Police? Yes 45.8
No 25.0

, „ Don’ t  Know 29.2
15. Would you be in  favor or opposed to assigning the Favor 44.4

problems o f d runk-in -pub lic , small claims, and juven­ Oppose 40.3
i le  or fam ily  problems to tne v illa g e  council, and Don' t  know 15.3
take these problems away from the courts?

16. From your experience, are Alaskan Native magistrates Tougher 18.1
tougher or easier on Alaskan Native defendcnts or Easier 12.5
even fam ily members, brought before th e ir  courts? Do No d ifference 43.1
they trea t everyone the some? Don' t  know 26.4



Quest i o n Response

Percentage

Distribution

Rural

17. Is it important that judges sp e a k  the language of the Important 48.6
the A l a s k a  N a tive p eople in this area? Unimportant 37.5

No opinion 13.9

18. Should minor criminal m a t t e r s  in the villages be D istrict judges 16.7
handled by a Dist r i c t  judge w h o  goes there periodi- M a g istrate is local 75.0
cally, or should they be handled by resident m a g i­ Don't know 8.3
strates living in each village?

1 9 . Is there a jail in this community? Yes 1 0 0 . 0
No 0 . 0
Don't know 0 . 0

20. Should there be one? Yes 4.2

No 0 . 0
D o n ' t kr.ow 0 . 0
Not applicable 95.8

2 1 , Is the w h o l e  justice system as it is set up,working Working 27,8
in this part of Alaska, or do y ou feel it should be Re-set up 47.2
set up differently to w o r k  e ffectively here? D o n 't know 25.0

22. If re-set, w h a t  should be considered - what is Not applicable 52.8
important - in setting up a n e w  j u s tice system M o r e  v i l lage control 13.9
for this part of Alaska? (magistrates in villaj es)

Better justice(stiffer 12.5
penalties)

Set to lifestyles 8.3
Other 8.3
No opinion 4.2

23. Are there any other circumstances y ou think a judge No 2 0 . 8
should think about w h e n  sentencing a n  offender? M e n t a l  stability 12.5

Severity of crime 5.6
W hy committed 5.9

Other 19.4

No opinion 34.7



Question

24. Do you feel that the A l a skan N ative people have enough 

control of the w a y  justice is applied here or not?

25. If not enough, h ow can they be given more control?

26. Do courts often send bac k  offenders to this community 

without any explanation to it about his case?

I

27. If yes, how do y ou feel about that?

Response
Distribution

Rural

Percentage

Enough 29.2

Not enough 56.9

Don't know 13.9

Not applicable 43.1

Educate to understand 18.1

Native involvement 22.2
Natives in enforcement 5.6

Other 5.6

No opinion 5.6

Yes 47.2

No 4.2

Don't know 48.6

Community should be awi re 16.7

of outcome

Angry/it's wrong 6.9

Other 11.1
Not applicable 55.6

No opinion 9.7



PUBLIC OPINIONS ABOUT CRIME AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE
IN ALASKA -  1976

CRIMINAL JUSTICE PLANNING AGENCY

S U M M A R Y  O F  F I N D I N G S

I .  VICTIMIZATION

V ic t im iz a t io n  ra te s  w ere h ig h e s t  f o r  r u r a l  A la s k a  
(N o rth w e s t sam ple) and lo w e s t f o r  S o u th e a s t A la s k a .

A t le a s t  277» o f  u n re p o r te d  c rim e  was n o t  re p o r te d  
f o r  reasons  w h ich  c o u ld  be a f fe c te d  by im provem en t 
o f  th e  j u s t i c e  system . 427, o f  u n re p o r te d  c r im e  was 
f o r  more s r r io u s  o ffe n s e s  (e x c lu d in g  p e t t y  t h e f t  
and v a n d a lis m ) . '

M ost A laska ns  ta k e  r o u t in e  p re c a u tio n s  to  a v o id  c r im e .

I I .  SOURCES OF PU3LIC ATTITUDES ABOUT THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

Newspapers and t e le v is io n  a re  th e  m ost f r e q u e n t ly  used 
sou rce s  o f  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t th e  C r im in a l J u s t ic e  System . 
Books and e d u c a tio n  a re  p e rc e iv e d  as th e  m ost r e l i a b le  
sou rces  o f  in fo rm a t io n .

Many p e o p le  in  A la ska  have had p e rs o n a l e x p e r ie n c e  w i t h  
th e  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  sys te m , b u t t h is  e x p e r ie n c e  is  not: 
c o n s id e re d  to  be th e  p r im a ry  sou rce  o f  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t 
c r im in a l  ju s t i c e .

P e rs o n a l c o n ta c t  w i th  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  p e rs o n n e l i s  h ig h ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  in  r u r a l  A la s k a  (N o rth w e s t s a m p le ) . P eop le  
have d e a lt  m ost f r e q u e n t ly  w i t h  p o l ic e ,  n e x t m ost f r e q u e n t ly  
w i th  c o u r t  p e rs o n n e l and le a s t  f r e q u e n t ly  w i t h  C o r re c t io n s .  
P e rs o n a l c o n ta c t  w i th  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  p e rs o n n e l appears  
to  be p o s i t i v e ly  r e la te d  to  r a t in g s  o f  th e  s k i l l  o f  th e s e  
p e rs o n n e l.

I I I .  ATTITUDES TOWARD THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 

G e ne ra l Is s u e s

M ost A laska ns  fa v o r  a c o n s t i t u t io n a l  amendment to  e l im in a te  
b a i l  f o r  th e  dangerous o f fe n d e r .

M ost A la ska n s  fa v o r  v ic t im  r e s t i t u t i o n  o ve r j a i l  o r  f in e s .



A la s k a n s  fa v o r  in c re a s e d  e f f o r t s  to  in v e s t ig a t e  o rg a n ­
is e d  c r im e  and w h ite  c o l l a r  c r im e .

A la s k a n s  fa v o r  m anda to ry  c o u n s e lin g  f o r  ju v e n i le  
h a b i t u a l  s ta tu s  o f fe n d e rs ,  and do n o t  b e l ie v e  th e y  
s h o u ld  be p la c e d  i n  c o r r e c t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

M ost A la s k a n s  f e e l  t h a t  p a re n ts  s h o u ld  be h e ld  re s p o n ­
s ib le  f o r  th e  d e lin q u e n t  a c ts  o f  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n .

P o l ic e  Is s u e s  *

A la s k a n s  b e l ie v e  e v e ry  com m unity o f  f i v e  hun d re d  o r  
m ore p o p u la t io n  s h o u ld  have a f u l l - t i m e  r e s id e n t  p o l ic e  
o f f i c e r .

F i f t y - s i x  p e rc e n t o f  A la s ka n s  b e l ie v e  t h a t  la w  e n fo r c e - ,  
m ent s h o u ld  p la c e  more em phasis on p a t r o l  and a r r e s t  ' 
r a t h e r  th a n  in n o v a t iv e  p re v e n t io n  a c t i v i t i e s .  In  r u r a l  
(N o r th w e s t)  and S o u th e a s t A la s k a , a m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  
p u b l ic  fa v o re d  e m p h a s iz in g  in n o v a t iv e  p r e v e n t iv e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o v e r t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t r o l  and a r r e s t  a c t i v i t i e s .

M ost A la s k a n s  b e l ie v e  th a t  p o l ic e  s h o u ld  be a b le  to  
j o i n  u n io n s ;  in d iv id u a l  p a r t i c ip a t io n  s h o u ld  be o p t io n a l ;  
u n ifo rm e d  s e r v ic e  u n io n s  a re  p r e fe r r e d  o v e r  t ra d e  u n io n s .

C o u rts  Is s u e s

The m a jo r  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  th e  c o u r ts  a re  t h a t  th e  g u i l t y  
go f r e e  and t h a t  p ro c e d u re s  a re  i n e f f i c i e n t .

M ost A la s ka n s  fa v o r  th e  use  o f  le g a l  n e g o t ia t in g  
b o a rd s  r a th e r  th a n  th e  c o u r ts  to  h a n d le  le s s e r  o f fe n s e s .  
U rban  A la s ka n s  fa v o r  le g a l  boa rds  more th a n  r u r a l  
A la s k a n s .

M ost A la s ka n s  fa v o r  r e s id e n t  m a g is t ra te s  f o r  r u r a l  
A la s k a  r a th e r  than  t r a v e l in g  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  ju d g e s .

J u d ic ia l  r e te n t io n  c r i t e r i a  s h o u ld  be b ased  upon :

1) F a irn e s s ,  sense o f  j u s t i c e
2)  I .e g a l know ledge
3) Know ledge o f  c o r r e c t io n s ,  and
4) P e rs o n a l m o r a l i t y  and c h a ra c te r .



The p u b l ic  p e rc e iv e s  c o r r e c t io n s ' f a i l u r e s  as due to :

1) L a ck  o f  money and re s o u rc e s
2) In m a te s  la c k  o f  d e s ir e  to  change
3) Lack  o f  s k i l l  and e f f o r t  by  c o r r e c t io n s  s t a f f .

A la s k a n s  s t r o n g ly  s u p p o r t th e  r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  r o le  o f  
C o r re c t io n s  (88% ); a m a jo r i t y  (54%) fa v o r  s e le c t iv e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p rog ra m s. * .

M os t A la s k a n s  fa v o r  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a maximum 
s e c u r i t y  i n s t i t u t i o n  i f  th e  o p t io n  o f  u s in g  o u t  o f  
S ta te  c o n t r a c t  f a c i l i t i e s  i s  no lo n g e r  a v a i la b le .

C r im in a l J u s t ic e  Is s u e s

M os t A la s k a n s  r a te  th e  s k i l l  o f  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  p e rs o n n e l 
as b e in g  adequa te  to  v e ry  good. C o r re c t io n s  and j u v e n i l e  
j u s t i c e  p e rs o n n e l re c e iv e  th e  lo w e s t r a t in g s .

M ost A la s k a n s * '(2 /3 )  b e l ie v e  th e  C r im in a l J u s t ic e  S y s te m " 
does n o t  d is c r im in a te  a g a in s t  p e o p le  f o r  r a c e ,  sex  o r  
age. P o l ic e  a re  b e lie v e d  to  d is c r im in a te  m ore o f t e n  
th a n  c o u r ts  o r  c o r r e c t io n s .

PERCEPTIONS OF CRIME AND CRIMINALS

M ost p e o p le  b e l ie v e  c r im e  i s  r i s i n g  f a s te r  th a n  th e  
p o p u la t io n .  U rban p e o p le  b e l ie v e  c rim e  i s  r i s i n g  
m ore th a n  r u r a l  p e o p le  do.

M os t A la s ka n s  b e l ie v e  o rg a n iz e d  c rim e  and w h ite  c o l l a r  
c r im e  a re  s e r io u s  p rob lem s in  A la s k a .

A la s ka n s  b e l ie v e  th a t  ju v e n i le s  a re  r e s p o n s ib le  i 'o r  
n e a r ly  h a l f  o f  a l l  s e r io u s  c r im e  in  A la s k a .

A la s ka n s  f e e l  t h r t  a h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  a d u lts  com m it 
s e r io u s  c r im e s  w h ic h  a re  n o t  known to  th e  c r im in a l  
j u s t i c e  sys te m .

A la s k a n s  f e e l  t h a t  th e  b a s ic  causes o f  c r im e  a re :

1) J u s t ic e  s y s te m ’ s f a i l u r e  to  p u n is h  c r im in a ls ;
2 ) P e rs o n a l f a u l t s  i n  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  c r im in a ls ;
3) Econom ic p re s s u re s  a re  a s ig n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  f o r  

p ro p e r ty  c r im e s .

A lc o h o l i s  seen as a b a s ic  f a c t o r  o n ly  i n  r u r a l  A la s k a .

Corrections Issues



A s l i g h t  m a jo r i t y  o f  A la ska n s  fa v o r  f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n  
o f  th e  o p e ra t in g  h o u rs  o f  l i q u o r  s to re s  and b a rs .  
F u r th e r  r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  m ost fa v o re d  i n  r u r a l  A la s k a .

A la s ka n s  see fe a r  o f  j a i l ,  p e rs o n a l m o r a l i t y  and f e a r  
o f  p u b l i c i t y  as th e  m a jo r d e te r r e n ts  o f  c r im e .  F in e s  
a re  n o t  seen as a s t ro n g  d e te r r e n t .

SENTENCING AND VICTIMLESS CRIF7

M os t A la s ka n s  fa v o r  sen ten  _.f f i v e  y e a rs  o r  le s s  
f o r  a l l  c im es e x c e p t ra p e  .. •_> m u rd e r.

A la s k a n s  fa v o r  d e c r im in a l iz a t io n  o f  m os t v ic t im le s s  
c r im e . . ' . *



B r i e f  D e m o g r a p h i c  S u m m a r y - C J P A  S u r v e y

The dem ograph ic c o m p o s it io n  o f  th e  v e ry  la rg e  (1 ,0 3 7 ) 
sample base appears to  d e s c r ib e  a w id e - ra n g in g ,  in c lu s iv e  
re p re s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  S ta te  as a w h o le , based on com parisons 
o f  th e  sample d a ta  and known d a ta .

The 1970 F e d e ra l Census re p o r te d  a p p ro x im a te ly  302,173 
re s id e n ts  o f  A la s k a , and re c e n t e s tim a te s  range  from  410,000 
to  430 ,000 o r  m o re --a n  a p p a re n t in c re a s e  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  
25%,-30% in  th e  p a s t s ix  y e a rs . The sample d a ta  in c lu d e s  
32.1% who re p o r te d  th e y  have moved to  A la s k a  w i t h in  th e  
la s t  s ix  y e a rs .

E d u c a tio n a l a tta in m e n t a ls o  d is p la y s  a good v a r ie t y .  
N ine p e rc e n t o f  a l l  re sp o n d e n ts  ( l im i t e d  to  tho.‘ ;e 18 ye a rs  
o ld  and o v e r) h a v e n 't  com p le ted  h ig h  s c h o o l,  23% have com­
p le te d  h ig h  sch o o l o r  th e  GED e q u iv a le n t ,  a n o th e r 23% have 
had a t  le a s t  some c o lle g e  le v e l  c o u rse s , and 14%, have com­
p le te d  u n d e rg ra d u a te  deg rees. Twelve p e rc e n t have com p le ted  
p o s t-g ra d u a te  s tu d ie s  and 13% have re c e iv e d  v o c a t io n a l 
t r a in in g .

A b ro a d  fa m ily  income range i s  a ls o  fe a tu re d .  Combined 
fa m ily  income b e fo re  ta x e s  ranged from  2% who re p o r te d  o ve r 
$60,000 in  ann ua l e a rn in g s  to  5% who re p o r te d  under $6 ,000 . 
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  in  a d d it io n  to  th e  2%, e a rn in g  o ve r $60,000 
p e r y e a r , 7% had fa m ily  incomes between $ 4 5 -6 0 ,0 0 0 , 18%, had 
incomes between $ 3 0 -4 5 ,0 0 0 , and a p l u r a l i t y  o f  27.6%. had 
fa m ily  e a rn in g s  between $ 20 -30 ,0 00 . T w e n ty -tw o  p e rc e n t 
re c e iv e d  between $ 3 0 -2 0 ,0 0 0 , a p p ro x im a te ly  8% had between 
$ 6 -1 0 ,0 0 0 , and 5.5%, earned le s s  than  $ 6 ,0 0 0 . The median 
is  s o l i d l y  in  th e  $20 -30 ,000  range (27.6% ,), w i th  th e  upper 
and lo w e r extrem es (o v e r $60,000 and under $6 ,000 ) t o t a l in g  
a l i t t l e  le s s  than  8%.
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A good b a la n ce  o f  m ale and fem a le  re sp o n d e n ts  was a ls o  
a c h ie v e d --42.87, o f  th e  re sp on de n ts  w ere fem ale  and 57.2% 
weve m a le . The 1970 F e d e ra l Census re p o r te d  fem a le  and 
m ule re s id e n ts  in  th e  p ro p o r t io n  o f  45.7% and 54.37, re s p e c ­
t i v e l y .

S e v e n ty -s e v e n -p o in t- f iv < . p e rc e n t o f  those  sampled 
re p o r te d  th a y  were r e g is te r e d  to  v o te  in  A la s k a , w h ich  
c lo s e ly  p a r a l le ls  S ta te  f ig u r e s ,  and th e  age g roup  d i s t r i ­
b u t io n  a ls o  d e s c r ib e s  a w id e - ra n g in g ,  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  sam ple. 
A p p ro x im a te ly  14% o f  a l l  re sp on de n ts  were between th e  ages 
o f  1 8 -2 4 , 347, were between 2 5 -3 4 , 33% were o ld e r  than  35 
b u t younger than  49, 137, were between 50 and 64, and 2% 
were o ve r 65 yea rs  o ld .  Four p e rc e n t d e c lin e d  to  answer 
th e  q u e s t io n  c o n c e rn in g  t h e i r  age.

C o n s id e r in g  th e  e n t i r e  e f f o r t  g e o g ra p h ic a l ly  and 
d e m o g ra p h ic a lly , and n o t in g  th e  n e a r ly  id e a l sample com­
p o s i t io n ,  combined w ith  th e  s tro n g  in t e r n a l  c o n s is te n c y  
o f  the  f in d in g s ,  I  b e l ie v e  th e  s tu d y  p ro v id e s  a much c le a r e r  
v ie w  and an im p o r ta n t in s ig h t  in t o  how A la s k a n 's  lo o k  a t  one 
o f  th e  most p e rs o n a l and im p o r ta n t is s u e s  fa c in g  the  S ta te

Research D ir e c to r
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A la ska  Bank o f  Commerce B u i ld in g
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Q u e s tio n s  1 -4  and 10 a re  d e s ig n e d  to  e l i c i t  in fo r m a t io n  on 
v ic t im iz a t io n  r a te s  and reasons  u n d e r ly in g  u n re p o r te d  c r im e s ,
. i f  any . They a re  t y p ic a l  q u e s t io n s ,  in c lu d in g  re p e a ts  from  
p re v io u s  y e a rs .  Answers w i l l  be c ro s s - ta b b e d  w ith  b io  d a ta , 
e x p e c ia l ly  s e x , ra c e  and g e o g ra p h ic  a re a .

Q u e s tio n s  5 -7  and 11 a re  d es ig ne d  to  p ro v id e  in d ic a to r s  o f  
w h a t e v e n ts  m ig h t  be m o ld in g  o p in io n  and a ls o  (6) to  p ro v id e  
a measure o f  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  sys tem .

Q u e s tio n s  8 , 9 and 19 a re  d e s ig n e d  to  p ro v id e  s u b t le  measures
o f  to le ra n c e  and w i l l  be c ro s s - ta b b e d  w ith  each o th e r  and w ith
answ ers on d is c r im in a t io n  q u e s t io n s .  A ls o  c ro s s - ta b b e d  w ith  
ra c e ,  incom e , e d u c a tio n  and answers to  Q u e s tio n  27.

Q u e s tio n  12 i s  a fo l lo w - u p  on J o h n 's  s tu d y .  W i l l  be c ro S s - 
tabbed  w i th  g e o g ra p h ic  a re a .

Q u e s tio n  13 i s  a means o f  e v a lu a t in g  D oug 's  progra.Tuning. 
H y p o th e s is : i f  h e 's  been seen answer s h o u ld  be more.

Q u e s tio n  14 i s  a means o f  e v a lu a t in g  p u b l ic  p e rc e p t io n s  on 
A V 's  p o l ic y .

Q u e s tio n s  15 and 16 a re  d es ig ne d  to  m easure p u b l ic  o p in io n  on 
d ru g  p ro b le m s . U sua l c r o s s - ta b s .

Q u e s tio n  17 i s  d e s ig n e d  to  (a) g e t  a b e t t e r  f i x  on o p in io n  on 
t h i s  is s u e  and  (b) th ro u g h  c ro s s - ta b s  w i th  b io  d a ta  perhaps 
a b e t t e r  f i x  on where i t 's  happen ing  m ost f r e q u e n t ly .

Q u e s tio n  18 h o p e fu l ly  w i l l  p ro v id e  D . ' .C .  w ith  some in f o  on 
le v e ls  o f  to le ra n c e  f o r  p rog ram s.

Q u e s tio n s  20 and 21 a re  d e s ig ne d  to  g e t v ie w s  on p u b l ic  demands 
f o r  p o l ic e  s e r v ic e s .  W i l l  be c ro s s - ta b b e d  w ith  each o th e r ,  b io  
d a ta ,  and Q u e s tio n  12. Depending on fre q u e n c y  d is t r i b u t i o n  o f  
a nsw e rs , may a ls o  lo o k  a t  c ro s s - ta b  w i th  v ic t im iz a t io n  answ e rs .

Q u e s tio n  22 i s  d e s ig n e d  to  g e t a h a n d le  on s e n te n c in g . U sua l 
c r o s s - ta b s .

Q u e s tio n s  23-26  d e a l w i th  d is c r im in a t io n .  ( I  d e c id e d  to  w ord 
q u e s t io n s  b ro a d ly ,  as opposed to  p r o v id in g  e xa m p le s .)

Q u e s tio n  27 seems t o p ic a l .  W i l l  be c ro s s - ta b b e d  w ith  23-26 
answ e rs . L o o k in g  f o r  r a c ia l  o v e rto n e s  as w e l l  as p u b l ic  o p in io n  
on use o f  d e a d ly  fo r c e .  U sua l c r o s s - ta b s .



1 . I n  th e  p a s t  12 m on ths, do you f e e l  t h a t  c r im e  in  y o u r  a rea  has
been in c re a s e d ,  decreased  o r  re m a ine d  a b o u t th e  same as i t  was b e fo re ?

Aw in c re a s e d  (B) decrea se d  (C) rem a ined  a b o u t th e  same (D) n o t  s u re

W ith in  th e  p a s t  12 m onths do you th in k  t h a t  c r im e  in  A la s k a  has 
in c re a s e d ,  d ec rea se d  o r  rem a ined  a b o u t th e  same as i t  was b e fo re ?

A  ̂ in c re a s e d  (B) decreased  (C) rem a ined  a b o u t th e  same (D) n o t  su re

R e la t iv e  to  p o p u la t io n ,  do you f e e l  t h a t  th e re  i s  more c r im e  i n  y o u r 
com m un ity  th a n  th e re  was f i v e  y e a rs  ago, le s s  c rim e  thaxi f i v e  y e a rs  
a go , o r  a b o u t th e  same am ount. ( I s  c r im e  in c re a s in g  f a s t e r  th a n  th e  
p o p u la t io n ,  s lo w e r o r  a t  th e  same r a t e . )

S3. More -  c r im e  i s  in c re a s in g  f a s t e r  th a n  p o p u la t io n .
B Less -  c r im e  i s  in c re a s in g  s lo w e r th a n  p o p u la t io n .
C Same -  c r im e  i s  in c r e a s in g  a t  same ra te  as p o p u la t io n .
D N o t s u re

In  th e  s e c t io n  b e low  i s  a l i s t  o f  c r im e s  -  p le a s e  in d ic a te  w h e th e r
anyone in  y o u r  h o u se h o ld  has been a v ic t im  o f  any o f  th e se  c r im e s
d u r in g  th e  p a s t  y e a r ,  and w h e th e r th e  c r im e  was re p o r te d .  I f  th e re  
has been a v ic t im ,  and th e  c r im e  w a s n 't  re p o r te d ,  p le a s e  use th e  
c o r r e c t  number b e low  fo ^ th e  "WHY NOT?" s e c t io n .

(1 ) I n s u f f i c i e n t  p ro o f
(2 ) P e t ty  c r im e , n o t  im p o r ta n t
(3 ) P o l ic e
(4) P o l ic e
(5) F e a r o f  c r im in a l  r e tu r n in g

to  g e t  even

c a n ' t  do a n y th in g  
w o n 't  do a n y th in g

(6)
(7)
(8 ) 
(9)

D o n 't  know who to  r e p o r t  to  
P o l ic e  n o t a v a i la b le  
P e rs o n a l p ro b le m , nobody e ls e 's

(NOTE: i f  no c r im e  c o m m itte d , d is re g a rd  " re p o r te d ? "  and "why n o t? "
co lum ns)

CRIME REPORTED?
Yes No Yes No

M u rd e r..................................................... ( ) l A ( ) ( )
Rape ( f o r c ib le  s e x u a l i n t e r ­

c o u rse ) ................................................ ( ) M ( ) ( )
R obbery ( ta k in g  p ro p e r ty  fro m

p e rso n  by t h r e a t  o r  use o f
(/)fo r c e )  ................................................ ( ) ( ) ( )

A s s a u lt  ( p h y s ic a l ly  h i t t i n g  a
{ Ap e rs o n ) ................................................ ( ) ( ) ( )

B u r g la ry  ( ta k in g  p ro p e r ty  fro m
( 4hom e)..................................................... ( ) ( ) ( )

M o to r v e h ic le  t h e f t ........................ ( ) ( * ( ) ( )
F o rg e ry ,  f ra u d  .................................. ( ) (< > ( ) ( )
D e s t r u c t io n  o f  p ro p e r ty .  . . . ( ) { A ( ) ( )
P e t ty  t h e f t  (u nd e r $200) . . . ( A ( ) ( ) { A
Grand t h e f t  (o v e r $ 2 0 0 ). . . . ( ) ( / ) ( ) ( )

WHY NOT?



* 5 . Can you th in k  o f  any news e v e n t t h a t  o c c u rre d  w i t h in  th e  p a s t y e a r  
t h a t  in d ic a te s  change i s  o c c u r r in g  in  th e  way in  w h ich  ju s t i c e  i s  
a d m in is te re d  in  A la ska ?

7 .

Yes B No C No Answer

I f  yes t w hat /7~.vj —_____
. /*•? i..f ■* lb* . tf (/

w

6 . D id  you  h e a r a b o u t a n y th in g  o r  d id  a n y th in g  happen to  you w i t h in  th e  
l a s t  y e a r  t h a t  has caused you to  change y o u r  m ind abouc th e  ju s t i c e  
sys tem  o r  to  d e v e lo p  an o p in io n  where you d id  n o t have one b e fo re ?

I  h e a rd  a b o u t /% .//  » ̂  t-L

T h is happened „o me:

(A) v i s i t e d  j a i l (G) \

(B) v ic t im  o f  c r im e (H)
(C) p a r t y  to  c i v i l  s u i t ( I )
(D) t r a f f i c  a c c id e n t
(E) t r a f f i c  v io la t i o n (J)
(F) o th e r  ( s p e c ify )

C iv C i i y
What k in d  o f  o p in io n  d id  you d e v e lo p  o r  w hat

w itn e s s  in  c o u r t  case 
se rved  as a ju r o r  
c a l le d  f o r  ju r y  d u ty  b u t  d id  

n o t  s e rv e  
s p e c ta to r  in  c o u r t

  -------  __ _t ----------  ^ __   k in d  o f  change o5r m ind
d id  you e x p e r ie n c e ?  {jjuu j 6*& c, /.u /

T  7 "  7  ^— 7
Si  f r f J ' c t . ' . ' S i  r  s  u  -------^ - > 7  ( t - f L-ci___________________________

s’ a —  C  ( A  ,
' /  '  /  /

 ̂ i * .  A 'h r - r t ^ s  A f - t - L . J ________ _________________________________________________________________

0

8. O f th e  g roups  l i s t e d  b e lo w , how w ou ld  you r a te  the  amount o f  d is c r e t io n  
(w h ich  means th e  freedom  each p e rson  has to  make th e  d e c is io n  by 
th e m s e lv e s ) each has to  p e rfo rm  t h e i r  f u n c t io n s :

need a bou t to o don
more r i g h t much knoi

p o l ic e  ( to  a r r e s t ) ( ) ( ) (X) ( )
p o l ic e  ( to  d e c id e  w ha t to  cha rge  th e

d e fe n d a n t w ith ) ( ) ( ) (X) ( )
p o l ic e  ( to  is s u e  t r a f f i c  t i c k e t s ) ( ) W ( ) ( )
p ro s e c u to r  ( to  d is m is s  a case) ( ) (X) ( ) ( )
p ro s e c u to r  ( to  reduce  a cha rge ) ( ) <X> ( ) ( )
Judge ( to  d e c id e  on a sen te nce ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( »
p ro b a t io n  o f f i c e r  ( to  re vo ke  p ro b a t io n ) ( ) k> ( ) ( )
p a ro le  o f f i c e r  ( to  re vo ke  p a ro le ) ( ) (y) ( ) ( )
p a ro le  boa rd  ( to  re le a s e  fro m  p r is o n ) ( ) K ) ( ) ( )

c s y



9 . I n  th e  s e c t io n  b e lo w  i s  a l i s t  o f  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  em ployees. P le a se  
use th e  c o r r e c t  number be low  f o r  th e  amount o f  e d u c a tio n  you t h in k  
each ty p e  o f  em ployee s h o u ld  have.

(1) grammar s c h o o l
(2) h ig h  s c h o o l degree
(3) two y e a rs  o f  c o l le g e  (a s s o c ia te  d eg ree )
(4) f o u r  y e a rs  o f  c o l le g e  (b a c c a la u re a ta  degree)
(5) more th a n  fo u r  y e a rs  o f  c o l le g e
(6) d o n ' t  know

(a) p a t r o l  o f f i c e r  
V  (b) d e te c t iv e
U  (c ) p o l ic e  s u p e rv is o r  (S g ts /L ts )

2   (d) p o l ic e  ex e cu tiv e _ (C a p ts /C J l i e f  .sQ
 ( e j  p r is o n  g ua rds

( f )  p a ro le  o f f i c e r s  
^  (g) m a g is t ra te s  (d e f in e )

,10. I n  th e  s e c t io n  b e low  th e re  is  a l i s t  o f  p la c e s  where you m ig h t f in d  
y o u r s e l f  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s  o f  th e  d a y . P lea se  s e le c t  the  c o r r e c t  
number b e lo w  w h ic h  in d ic a te s  how s a fe  you  f e e l  in  each o f th e  
l i s t e d  p la c e s  on th e  a ve rag e .

(1) v e ry  w o r r ie d
(2) somewhat w o r r ie d
(3) n o t  w o r r ie d  a t  a l l
(4) n e v e r th o u g h t a bo u t i t  u n t i l  now

A t  home d u r in g  th e  day 
A t  home d u r in g  th e  e ven ing  

-V On th e  jo b
On th e  s t r e e t  in  my n e igh bo rh oo d  d u r in g  th e  day

,2 On th e  s t r e e t  in  my n e ig h b o rh o o d  d u r in g  th e  e ve n in g
v ? On th e  s t r e e t  in  th e  b u s in e s s  a rea  d u r in g  th e  day

On th e  s t r e e t  in  th e  b u s in e s s  a rea  d u r in g  th e  e ve n in g
/ Out w a lk in g  in  th e  woods 

_J Camping

11. A re  you aware o f  any e f f o r t s  by th e  le g is la t u r e  to  d e a l w ith  any o f  
th e  f o l lo w in g  s u b je c ts ?  I f  so , w ha t i s  y o u r  im p re s s io n ?

Aware Unaware F a v o ra b le U n fa v o ra b le

re v is e d ru g  law s ( ) K ) ( ) ( )
r e v is e a lc o h o l law s < ) ( ' ) ( ) ( )
r e v is e th e  c r im in a l  law s ( ) C7) ( ) ( )
r e v is e s e n te n c in g  law s ( ) ( 0 ( ) ( )

• 7 / 7 /



. 1 2 . In  th e  s e c t io n  w h ich  fo l lo w s  i s  a l i s t  o f  s e rv ic e s  commonly r  jv id e d  
by th e  c r im in a l  j u s t i c e  sys te m . On th e  b a s is  o f  y o u r  ov/n know ledge , 
do yo u  b e l ie v e  t h a t  p e o p le  who l i v e  in  r u r a l  A la s ka  ( v i l la g e s )  
r e c e iv e  m ore , le s s ,  o r  a b o u t th e  same le v e l  o f  th o se  s e rv ic e s  as 
do p e o p le  who l i v e  in  A la s k a 's  c i t i e s  and tow ns.

13.

A b o u t D on'
o re  Less Same Know

p o l i c e  re sp on se  to  n o n -c r im e  p rob lem s ) K ) ( ) ( )
p o l ic e  re sp on se  to  c r im e s ) ( ' ) ( ) ( )
access  t o  a p ro s e c u to r ) M ( ) ( )
a ccess  to  a p u b l ic  d e fe n d e r ( f r e e

la w y e r) ) ( / ) t ) ( )
access  t o  a p r iv a te  la w y e r ) (✓) ( ) ( )
a ccess  t o  a m a g is t ra te  ( a la y  ju d g e ) ) ( / ) ( ) ( )
access  t o  a ju d g e ) {') ( )
lo c a l  p rog ram s f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ) M ( ) ( )
access  to  p r o b a t io n /p a r o le  o f f i c e r s ) (*') ( ). - ( )
t r i a l  i n  own home town ) M ( ) ( )
s e rv e  p r is o n  sen te nce  n ea r f r ie n d s ) (') ( ) { )

D u r in g  th e  p a s t  y e a r  have you seen m ore, le s s ,  o r a b o u t th e same
num ber o f  t e le v is io n  program s a b o u t th e  A la s k a  c r im in a l  - iu s t ic e  
sys te m  as you have seen in  p re v io u s  yea rs?

more
le s s
a b o u t th e  same 
d o n 't  know 
no answer

14. Do you  b e l ie v e  t h a t  o v e r th e  p a s t  few  y e a rs  e i t h e r  o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  
two k in d s  o f  p le a  n e g o t ia t io n s  has in c re a s e d , d e c re a se d , rem ained  
a b o u t th e  same:

i  d
(A ) " Reduce o r  d ro p  ch a rg e s  a g a in s t  a

d e fe n d a n t f o r  a p le a  o f  g u i l t y  ( ) ( / )  ( ) ( )

r  d o n ' t  know

(B) Recommend a more le n ie n t  sen tence  
in  r e tu r n  f o r  a p le a  o f  g u i l t y (XJ ( > < > t )

cry



15. Do you  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  use o f  m a r iju a n a  in  A la s k a  has in c re a s e d , 
d e c re a s e d , s ta y e d  cibout th e  same s in c e  1975?

in c re a se .d  
( ) d e c re a se d  
( ) s ta y e d  a b o u t th e  same 
( ) d o n 't  know 
( ) no answ er

16 . I n  th e  s e c t io n  b e lo w  a re  a l i s t  o f  v a r io u s  d ru g s , some o f  w h ich  a re  
a v a i la b le  th ro u g h  p r e s c r ip t io n ,  some o f  w h ic h  a re  s im p ly  a g a in s t  th e  
la w  to  p ossess  u n d e r any c irc u m s ta n c e s . P le a se  in d ic a te  f o r  each 
l i s t e d  d ru g  w h e th e r you b e lie v e  a p e rso n  s h o u ld  le g a l l y  be a b le  to  
do any o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  ( f o r  each c a te g o ry  o f  d ru g  check as many 
boxes as you  b e l ie v e  a p e rson  s h o u ld  le g a l l y  be a b le  to  d o ) :

(A) use i n  th e  p r iv a c y  o f  th e  home
(B) use in  p u b l ic
(C) use in  a m oving  v e h ic le
(D) s e l l  o r  d e l i v e r  t o  an a d u l t in th e p r iv a c y o f th e home
(E) s e l l  o r  d e l i v e r  to  an a d u lt i n p u b l ic
(F) s e l l  o r  d e l i v e r  to  a p e rso n 15 -  19 in th e  p r iv a c y o f  th e
(G) s e l l  o r  d e l i v e r  to  a p e rs o n 15 -  19 in p u b l ic

A B C D E F G

am phetam ines (pep p i l l s ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
te n s io n  r e l ie v e r s  (m ilto w n , v a liu m , -

l ib r iu m ) cx) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
m a r iju a n a Cx) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
b a r b i t u r a te s  (n e m b u ta l, s e c o n a l, e t c . ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
c o c a in e ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
p a in  r e l ie v e r s  ( a s p i r in ,  b u f f e r in ,

a n a c in ) M ( * ) (X) (X) (X) ( »  (y )
h e ro in ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
to b a c co (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) ( ) ( )
L .S .D . ,  m e s c a lin e , p e yo te ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
a lc o h o l CX) « ) ( ) (X) (X) ( ) ( )

home



13. In the section below' is a series of events - please indicate if you 
h a v e  p e r s o n a l  kn o w l e d g e  of their having occurred in y o u r  community. 
If y o u  do, Indicate whether you reported the occurrence to the 
authorities. If not reported, please use the correct number below 
for the W H Y  NOT section.

(1) nobody else's business
(2) don't k n o w  who to report it to
(3) police can't do anything
(4) fear of reprisal (revenge)

E v e n t  Reported Why Not
Yes No Yes No

h u s b a n d  beating wife ( ) (") ( ) ( ) ( )
wife b e a t i n g  h u s b a n d ( ) n ( ) ( ) ( )
fath e r  beating child ( ) M ( ) ( ) ( )
m o t h e r  b e a ting child ( ) ( " ) ( ) ( ) ( )
r e l a t i v e  b e a ting child ( ) M ( ) ( ) ( )
ch i l d  beating father ( ) M ( ) ( ) ( )
child b e a eing mother ( ) (-) ( ) ( ) ( )

18. In the section b e l o w  are a list of activities which might be available 
to prisoners. Please select the correct number which best describes 
y o u r  vi e w s  on w h e t h e r  prisoners should be permitted to engage in 
these activities:

±
f

(1) strongly agree
(2) igree

(3) neutral
(4) disagree

(5) strongly disagree
(6) not sure

Cp
Be p e r m i t t e d  frequent visits from friends and relatives.
Be p e r m i t t e d  to have sexual relations with spouse.
Be p e r m i t t e d  to send and receive mail which is unopened and
unread by prison officials.
Be p e r m i t t e d  daily recreational activities.
Be pe r m i t t e d  to watch television and listen to the radio during 
"prime time" hours.
Be pe r m i t t e d  to see religious or spiritual counsellors on a 
r e g ular basis.
Be p e r m i t t e d  to see movies.
Be pe r m i t t e d  -.o wear their own clothes.
Be p e r m i t t e d  to attend classes.
Be p e r m i t t e d  to work inside the prison at same wages as are
p a i d  outside to people doing same kind of work.

/.• 7 7  J



19. W o u l d  y o u  approve or supporc a slightly h i g h e r  appropriation of
y o u r  tax dollars to pay for the costs of better training for police 
officers, corrections officers and other criminal ji’stice personnel?

( ) yes (X) no ( ) undecided ( ) no answer

20. T h e  following is ? list of services which could be performed by a 
police department. Please tell me which you think is the most 
important, second and so forth.

routine p a t rolling in residential neighborhoods 
routine pat r o l l i n g  in business districts 
regulating traffic and investigating traffic accidents 
investigating crimes which have been committed 
responding to complaints from citizens on matters not 
related to crime such as lost dogs, locked cars, etc. 
pr o viding emergency medical services 
dealing w i t h  juvenile delinquents
intervening in family crises (child abuse, wife beatings, 
e t c . )

£ (A)
"7 (B)

(C)

£ :(d )
/>X (E)

j L (F)
3 (G)

/ (H)

21. Wh i c h  of the following problems would likely cause you to call the 
police to deal w i t h  the problem?

Call Police
P r o b l e m yes no

pack of dogs running loose in neighborhood ( )
dr u n k  person on street (<n ( )
gunshots near home n ( )
ne i g h b o r h o o d  kids op e r a t i n g  snowmobiles recklessly M ( )
trespassers ( )
m e n t a l l y  ill person { / ) ( )
loud party after m i d n i g h t (✓) ( )
stranger in neighborhood ( ) M
live power line down in street ( )
m e m b e r  of family seriously injured ( ) M
runaway child ( )
w e a t h e r  report ( ) (/)
neighb o r h o o d  kid taking your property w i t h o u t  asking ( ) (k )



In the section b e l o w  is a list of statements related to sentencing 
in criminal cases. Please put the correct number of the response 
w h i c h  best describes your opinion on each statement.

(1) strongly agree
(2) agree
(3) feel neutral

(4) disagree
(5) strongly disagree
(6) no opinion

H A n  important consideration in sentencing is the seriousness of 
the offense in relation to other offenses.

^  An important consideration in sentencing is the nature of the 
o ffense and the extent to which it endangered the public 
safety or oruer.
An important consideration in sentencing is the need to isolate 
,uhe o f f e n d e r  from society to prevent further criminal conduct 
dur i n g  the p e r i o d  of confinement.
An important consideration in sentencing is the effedt the 
sentence imposed will have in caus'ng the offender to not commit 
future crimes.

ij An important consideration in sentencing is the effect of the
sentence imposed in causing other members of society to not 

■ .i.i.commit similar kinds of crime.
H An important consideration in sentencing is the effect the

sentence imposed will have in reflecting community condemnation 
of the criminal act and as a reaffirmation of societal norms.

^  An important consideration in sentencing is the effect the
sentence imposed will have on the likelihood of rehabilitation 
of the offender.

^  The primary purpose of imprisonment is punishment.
^  The secondary purpose of imprisonment is the deterrence of

future criminal conduct.
/ Reasonable uniformity in sentences is a good goal for the

•justice system.
i ]   In sentencing a person convicted of a crime, a judge should o nly

consider the nature of the crime and the person's prior criminal 
h i s tory (prior convictions for crimes, not arrests).
Reasonably u n i f o r m  sentences can best be achieved through 
definite sentences fixed by statute in proportion to the s e r i o u s­
ness of the offense.



Do you agree that in sentencing defendants in criminal cases judges 
c o n s i d e r  the defendant's race?

Strongly agree ('Agreed Don't know Disagree Strongly disagree

Do you agree that in deciding whether to stop a person who is acting 
suspiciously, police officers consider that person's race?

Strongly agree Agree-' Don't know Disagree Strongly disagree

Do you agree that in deciding whet h e r  to prosecute a person charged 
w i t h  a c r i minal offense prosecutors consider the person's or the 
v i c t i m ' s  race?

Strongly agree Agree JDon't k n o w  Disagree Strongly disagree

Do y o u  agree that in deciding whether to release a prisoner on 
. arole, the parole board considers that person's race?

Strongly agree Agree Don it k n o w  Disagree Strongly disagree
\

In w h i c h  of the following situations should a police officer be 
allowed by law to shoot to kill (Assume no warning shot wo u l d  be 
fired but a warning would be given if practical.)

<■ .shoot no shoot
A. A  p e r s o n  of undetermined age running from the

scene of a robbery \
B. A  p e r s o n  of undetermined age running from the 

general area of burglary report
C. A youth running from a mugging x
D. A  p e r s o n  crAwling through the w i n d o w  of a home ~
E. A car m e e t i n g  the description provided by the

v i c t i m  full of people leaving the general area
of the crime scene X

F. A p e r s o n  committing a robbery while holding a
gun on the clerk >C

G. A  per s o n  under 18 fleeing in a stolen car where
no ot h e r  crime has been committed K



H o w  long have you lived in Alaska?

( ) 1. Under one year

( ) 2. 1 - 3  years

( ) 3. 4 - 6  years

( ) 4. 7 - 1 0  years

0 0 5. 11 - 15 years

( ) 6. 16 years and over

W h a t  is the last level of education you completed?

( ) 1. High school incomplete 
(VO 2. High school complete/GED 
( ) 3. College incomplete 
( ) 4. College complete 
 ̂ ) 5. College post-graduate
( ) 6. V o c ational training for special skills

W h a t  is your general income level before taxes?

( ) 1. Over 60, 000

( ) 2. Between 45-60,000

( ) 3. Between 30-45,000

( ) 4 . Between 20-30,000

(*J 5. Between 10-20,000

( ) 6. Between 0-6,000

W h a t  kind of work do you do?

1 ,
2 .

3 ,
4. 
5 
6 , 

7 
8 , 

9

Executive and management 
Professional services ft,'us
Manufacturing, construction and working trades
Home-maker
Armed Forces
Student
Subsistence hunting, trapping and fishing 
Unemployed
Other _________________

Sex

( ) 1. Male 
(X) 2. Female



%

A r e  y o u  a registered v o t e r  in Alaska?

(X) 1. Yes 
( ) 2. No

H o w  m a n y  people live in this household?

H o w  m a n y  are under 13 years old?

H o w  m a n y  are between 13 and 17 years old?

W h i c h  age group do you fit in?

A l. 18 - 24

) 2. 25 - 34

) 3. 35 - 49

) 4. 50 - 64

) 5. 65 and

G e o g r a p h i c  area

) l . Barrow) 2. Kotzebue) 3. Nome) 4. Bethel) 5. Fairbanks

X 6. Anchorage

V) 7. Juneau
\
/ 8. Sitka) 9. Ketchikan

Race

/) 1. white

) 2. black

) 3. Eskimo

) 4. Aleut

) 5. Indian

) 6. Other
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Dear Respondent:

The attached questionnaire is presented to you 

in order to learn what you feel should be the 

policies regarding crime and criminal justice 

in Alaska.

It includes questions concerning sentences for 

people convicted of crimes ranging from mur d e r  

to shoplifting, whether anyone in your h o u s e­

hold has been a victim of crime, and seeks your 

recommendations on issues extending from r e h a­

bilitation of criminals to rating the performance 

of Judges.

The Alaska Criminal Justice Planning Agency is 

the sponsor of the study, and it is being c o m­

pleted in communities throughout Alaska.

David L. D^ttman
Research Director
Dittman Research Associates



L i s t e d  b e l o w  is a series of offenses and a scale of different p o s s i b l e  types 
of p u n i s h m e n t  for people convicted of committing those offenses. P l e a s e  
circ l e  the n u m b e r  w h i c h  represents w h a t  you feel the basic, aver a g e  s e n t e n c e  
s h o u l d  be for a first conviction for each offense listed. ("NOTE: I n t e r v i e w e r  
m a y  a s s i s t  in deocribing layout, but sho u l d  not use examples)

8

Shoplifting: ($200 or over in value)

1 2 3 A 5 6 7 8 9
Theft: ($200+, stealing p r o perty in m a n n e r  not t h r e a t e n i n g  p e r s o n a l  safet 

T  2 3 A 5 6 7 8 9
Vandalism: (Destruction of p r o p e r t y  over $200 in value)

5T 2 3 A 5 6  7 8 9
Assault: (Bodily harm, cuts and bruises, but n o t  p e r m a n e n t  disability)

~ l • 2 3 A • 5 6 7 8 9
B u r g l a r y : (Breaking and entering to steal p r o perty $200-1,000)

1 2 3 ' A 5 6 7 8 9
F raud/Forgery/ E m b e z z l e m e n t :  (Individual activity, n o t  o r g a n i z e d  $200-1000 

1 2 3 A 5 6 7 8 9
Illegal sale of marijuana: (Amount not to exceed p u r c h a s e r s * p e r s o n a l  use 

I  2 3 A 5 6 7 8 9
Illegal sale of "hard" drugs: (Not to exceed p u r c h a s e r’s p e r s o n a l  use)

1 2 Ti l  A 5 6 7 8 9
  .. . . *

Use o f  illegal drugs by adults: (Personal use) . ;•

1 2 3 A 5 6 7 8
Gambling: ($500 or more involved, not organized crime)

1 2 3 A 5 6
Prostitution: ( S e l f - e m p l o y e d , not organized crime)

1 2 3 A 5 6 7 8 9
Robbery: (Theft of property from people by force or w e a p o n  $200-1000)

1 2 3 A 5 6 7 8 9
Rape: (Sexual assault of an adult by an adult i n v o l v i n g  forced i n t crcour 

T  2 3 A 5 6 7 8 9
Murder: (Pre-meditated taking of another p e r s o n s’ life)

~  2 3 A 5 6 7 8 9



— ------------------------ -

In the section bel o w  is a series of c r i m e s ...please indicate w h e t h e r  anyone 
in your hou s e h o l d  has b e e n  a v i c t i m  of any of these crimes during the oast 
year, and w h e ther the crime was reported. If there has been a victim, and 
the crime wasn't reported, please use the correct n u m b e r  b e l o w  for the 
"WHY NOT?" section.'

(1) Insufficient proof (6)
(2) Pe t t y  ''rime, not important (7)
(3) Police can't do anything (8)
(4) Police won't do anything
(5) Fear of criminal returning (9)

to get even ----------------------------------------

(N O T E : If no crime committed, disregard "reported?" and "why not?" columns)

D o n 't k n o w  w h o  to report to 
Police not available 
Personal problem, n o b o d y  elses' 
business

CRIME REPORTED? W H Y  NOT?

Yes No Yes No

15. M u r d e r ......... ;...........  ( ) ( )2 16. ( )1 ( )2 17.  1
18.  R a p e ......................... ( ) ( ) 2 19. ( )1 ( )2 20.  1
21. R o b b e r y ..................... ( ) ( ) 2 22. ( )1 ( )2 23.  1
24. A s s a u l t ..................... ( ) ( ) 2 25. ( )1 ( )2 26. 1
27. B u r g l a r y ...................  ( ) ( ) 2 28. ( )1 ( )2 29. 1

30. Mo t o r  vehicle t h e f t .....  ( ) ( ) 2 31. ( )1 ( ) 2 32. 1

33. Forgery, f r a u d ............ ( ) ( ) 2 34. ( )1 ( ) 2 35. 1
36. Destruction of property. ( ) ( ) 2 37. ( )1 ( )2 38. 1
39. Petty theft (under $200) ( )' ( )2 40. ( )1 ( )2 41. • 1
42. G r a n d  theft (over $200). ( ) ( ) 2 43. ( )1 ( )2 44. 1

In the section be l o w  are some actions sometimes de s c r i b e d  as "crimes against 
the c o n s u m e r " ... please indicate whether anyone in y o u r  h o u s e h o l d  has been a 
v i c t i m  of the following practices during the past year. If there has been 
a victim, and the problem wasn't reported, please use the correct numb e r  b e­
low for the "WHY N O T ?" column.

(1) Insufficient proof
(2) Petty problem, not important
(3) No-one could do anything
(4) No-one w o u l d  do anything
(5) Fear of people responsible

t'oing something to get even

(NOTE: If no problem, disregard "reported" and "why not?" columns)

DESCRIPTION REPORTED? WHY NOT?

Yes No Yes No

45. False or m i s leading
a d v e r t i s i n g ..............  ( ) ( ) 2 46. ( ) ( ) 2 47. 1

48. Failure to honor
g u a r a n t e e s ...............  ( ) ( ) 2 49. ( ) ( ) 2 50. 1

51. Deliberate poor
w o r k m a n s h i p / s e r v i c e . ... ( ) ( ) 2 52.( ) ( ) 2 53. 1

54. Final price much
higher than q u o t e ......  ( ) ( ) 2 55.( ) ( ) 2 56. 1

5/. Price f i x i n g / " g o u g i n g " .. ( ) ( ) 2 38.( ) ( ) 2 59. ____ 1

(6) Don't k n o w  w h o  to renort to
(7) Personal problem, n o b o d y  elses' 

business
( 8 )
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What do you think is the basic cause of crimes against people such as; 
assault, murder, rape, etc,?

( )1 Economic pressures ( )5 Alcohol
( )2 Environmental pressures ( )6 Drugs
( )3 Social pressures ( )7 Fault in p e r s o n a l  ch a r a c t e r
( )4 Justice system fails to punish ( )8 I nherited/genetic fault

W h a t  do you think is the basic cause of crimes against p r o p e r t y  s u c h  as; 
burglary, theft, vandalism, etc.?

( )1 E c o nomic pressures ( )5 Alcohol
( )2 Environmental pressures ( )6 Drugs
( )3 Social pressures ( )7 Fault in p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r
( )4 Justice system fails to punish ( )8 I nherited/genetic fault

62

63

64

65

66

" W h i t e  collar crime" is u s u a l l y  defined as embezzlement, forgeries, and 
r e l a t e d  fraudulent acti v i t i e s  w h i c h  are g e n e r a l l y  not s t r o n g l y  p h y s i c a l  
in nature. Do y o u  feel "white collar crime" is a p r o b l e m  in A l a s k a ?

( )1 Yes •
( )2 No

Do y o u  feel that " o r g a n i z e d  crime" is a p r o b l e m  in A l a s k a  in the sense 
that "big-time" M a f i a  or h o o d l u m  elements w i t h  stro n g  f i n a n c i a l  b a c k i n g  
a n d  p o l itical power are g a i n i n g  a focthold?

( )1 Yes
( )2 No .

R e l a t i v e  to population, do y o u  feel there is m o r e  c r i m e  in y o u r  community 
than there w a s  five years ago, less crime than five ye a r s  ago, o r  about 
the same amount. tls crime increasing faster than the p o p u l a t i o n ,  slower, 
or at the same rate)

( )1 M o r e - - c r i m e  i n c r e a s i n g  faster than population
( )2 L e s s - - c r i m e  i n c r e a s i n g  slower than popu l a t i o n
( )3 Same--crime i n c r e a s i n g  at same rate as p o p u l a t i o n

Wh a t  percentage of serious crimes (such as robbery, assault, burglary,
and theft) do you think juveniles are responsible for?

(  ) 1  0-12%
( )2 13-25%
( )3 26-38%
( )4 39-50%
( )5 51-63%
( )6 64-75%
( )7 76-88%
( )8 89-100%

Should Corrections try to r e h a b i l i t a t e :

( )1 Everyone or almost everyone
( )2 Only those w h o m  Corrections feel have a good chance of success 
( )3 Only those w h o  request such services
( )4 No one, it should be left to the initiative and interest of 

the inmate.

W h a t  do you think arc the reasons some offenders a p p a r e n t l y  a r e n ' t  
r e h a b i l i t a t e d  in correctional institutions?

67

68

69

70

Very
Strong
Reason

F a i r l y
S tro n g
R e a s o n

Ma y b e
a

R e a s o n

P r o b a b  
n o t  a

R e a s o n

L a c k  of skill and effort 
by corrections per.sonnel.......... ( >1 ( )2 ( ) 3 C )4

Not enough mon e y  and resources 
to provide good p r o g r a m s .......... .. ( )1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3 ( )4

M o s t  criminals do not want 
to c h a n g e .............................. ( >1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3 ( )4

M o s t  criminals cannot c h a n g e ..... ( )1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3 ( )4
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80

81
82

83

84

85

86

S h o u l d  "vict i m l e s s  crimes", such as sexual behavior, drug use, gambling] 
etc. i n v o l v i n g  c o n senting adults in private q u a rters be c o n s i d e r e d  a 
c r i m i n a l  offense, or is such b e h a v i o r  only a m a t t e r  of p e r s o n a l  moralitj

Cr i m i n a l  P e r s o n a l  
Offe n s e  M o r a l i t y

P r o s t i t u t i o n  (male p a r t i c i p a n t ) ........

P r o s t i t u t i o n  (female p a r t i c i p a n t ) .....

G a m b l i n g ...................................... .

H o m o s e x u a l ....................................

M a r i j u a n a  p o s s e s s i o n  and u s e ............

N a r c o t i c  and b a r b i t u a t e  p o s s e s s i o n / u s e

( )1 0 )2

c )1 ( >2

( ( >2

( )1 ( )2

( )1 '( )2

( )1 ( )2

P l e a s e  rate the i m p ortance of the f o l lowing i n f o r m a t i o n  in d e t e r m i n i n g  
w h e t h e r  a J u d g e  should je r e t a i n e d  or reti r e d  f r o m  the court.

V e r y  F a i r l y  N o t
Im p o r t a n t  I m p o r t a n t  I m p o r t a n t

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  of pol i c e  officers 
w h o  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  the Judge..

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of a t t orneys w h o  
h a v e  tried cases b e f o r e  the Judge...

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of m e m b e r s  of' a 
j u r y  in a case tried bef o r e  the 
J u d g e .   .................................

J u d i c i a’./legal k n o w l e d g e  and 
e x p e r i e n c e .................................

( )l 

( )l

( )2  

( )2

( ) 3 

< ) 3

( )1 ( ) 2 C ) 3

( )1

P e r s o n a l  m o r a l i t y  and c h a r a c t e r   ( )1

( )1F a i r n e s s  and sense of j u s t i c e . ......

P e r s o n a l  app e a r a n c e  (dignity, length 
of hair, appearance, m a n n e r ) .........  ( )1

P r i o r  s e n t e n c i n g  r e c o r d ................ ( )1

( ) 2 

( ) 2 

( ) 2

( ) 3 

( ) 3 

( )3

( >2 

( )2

( ) 3 

C ) 3

F a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  a v a ilable c o r r e c­
tio n s  facilities and alternatives... ( )1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3

Since A l a s k a  doesn't hav^ a m a x i m u m  security institution, c o n v i c t e d  
l a w - b r e a k e r s  w h o  are c o n s i d e r e d  dangerous are c u r r e n t l y  s e r v i n g  their 
s e n t e n c e s  in p r i s o n s  in other states. As those p r i s o n s  b e c o m e  m o r e  
crowded, officials in A l a s k a  are b e i n g  as k e d  to m a k e  other a r r a n g e m e n t s  
f o r  the A l a s k a n  prisoners. W o u l d  y o u  favor or o p p o s e  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  I 
o f  a m a x i m u m  s e c u r i t y  i n s titution in A l a s k a  (the e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  of such| 
an i n s t i t u t i o n  w o u l d  bo about 2.5 m i l l i o n  dollars)?

( ) 1 F a v o r  if it w e r e  not w i t h i n  30 mi l e s  of ir.y h o m e  
( )2 F a v o r  even if it w e r e  to be located v;ithin 30 m i l e s  o f  h o m e  
( )3 O p p o s e  rega r d l e s s  of location

W h a t  do you think stops most people from turning to illegal m e a n s  to 
g e t  what they want?

Very F a i r l y  Maybe
/ Strong S t r o n g a n o t  a

Reason R e a s o n R ea s o n R e a s o n

87 F e a r  of p u b l i c i t y  and e x p o s u r e ....... ( )1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3 ( )4

88 F e a r  of cing f i n e d ..................... ( )1 C ) 2 ( ) 3 ( )4

89 F e a r  of go i n g  to j a i l .................. ( )1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3 ( )4
90 F e a r  of i n j u r y / v i c t i m  retaliation... ( )1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3 ( )4
91 P e r s o n a l  m o r a l i t y ..................... ( )1

.  C ) 2 ( ) 3 ( )4

92 L e a r n e d  h a b i t ............................ ( )1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3 ( ) 4
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D o  y o u  take a n y  precautions to avoid b e c o m i n g  a v i c t i m  of crime?

A l w a y s  lock c a r / t r u c k ............
M a r k  p o s s e s s i o n s ..................
O w n  a dog primarily to protect..
O w n  w e a p o n s . : ..................
R e s t r i c t  personal freedom 
(don't go to certain places, 
stay h o m e  at night, etc.) ....

( )1 Yes ( )2 No

( )1 Yes ( ) 2 No

( )1 Yes ( ) 2 N o

( )1 Yes ( ) 2 No

( )1 Yes ( n N o

( )1 Yes ( )2 N o

A "status offense" is an act wh i c h  is considered an offense w h e n  committed 
by a juvenile, but not an offense when committed by an adult. E x a m p l e s  are: 
running away from home, not going to school, drinking and smoking u n d e r  age, 
cur f e w  violations, etc. Do you think people 17 and under who h a b i t u a l l y  
commit these "status offenses" should be held in correctional institutions, 
be requi r e d  to participate in counseling programs, or receive no punishment 
as long as criminal law is not violated?

( )1 Correctional institutions 
( )2 Ma n d a t o r y  counseling 
( )3 No punishment

Do y o u  feel p a r ents should be h e l d  legally a c c o u n t a b l e  for the a c t i o n s  
of their m i n o r  children?

( )1 Yes, p a r e n t s  m u s t  always be r e s p o n s i b l e  for m i n o r  c h i l d r e n  
( )2 Yes, but o n l y  w h e n  parents e x e r c i s e  n o  s u pervision or c o n t r o l  
( )3 No, p a r ents can't b e  expec t e d  to control all acts of c h i l d r e n

S o m e  peop l e  h a v e  t \ggested that A l a s k a  should have a spec i a l  p r o s e c u t o r  
to look into charges of: o r g anized crime a n d  official m i s c o n d u c t .  O t h e r  
p e o p l e  suggest a State Commission on I n v e s t i g a t i o n s , and a n o t h e r  g r o u p  
s u g gests e x i s t i n g agencies should h a n d l e  the probl e m s  as they occur. 
W h a t  do y o u  t h i n k . . . s h o u l d  x*e h a v e  a special prosecutor, a St a t e  C o m­
m i s s i o n  on Investigations, or leave it in the hands o f  the e x i s t i n g  
ag e n c i e s ?

(
(
(
(
(
(
(

)1 
) 2 
) 3 
>4 
) 5 
) 6 
) 7

Special prosecutor
State Commission on Investigations
Existing agencies
C o m bination of prosecutor and commission 
Co m bination of prosecutor and existing agencies 
C o m b i n a t i o n  of commission and existing agencies 
C o m b i n a t i o n  of prosecutor, commission and existing agencies

W h a t  percentage of adults do you think commit illegal acts for which 
they could have received a jail sentence if they h a d  b e e n  caught?

(  ) 1  0-12%
( )2 13-25%
( )3 26-38%
( )4 39-50%
( )5 51-63%
( )6 64-75%
( )7 76-88%
( )8 89-100%

Currently, A l a ska's constitution guarantees every p e r s o n  charged w i t h  a 
criminal offense the right to be released on bail w h i l e  awaiting trial. 
Do y o u  think the constitution should be amended to restrict this r i g h t  
to bail w h e n  proof is presented that the person under arrest m a y  p r e s e n t  
a serious threat to the safety of the community, or do you think the 
right to ball should remain constitutionally g u a r a n t e e d  as at present:

( )1 Amend constitution to limit right to bail w h e n  serious threat 
m a y  exist

( )2 Do not amend constitution, the right to bail for everyone s h o u l d  
remain constitutionally g u aranteed as at present

r«*>n ii -i "1
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W h i c h  one of the following categories best describes your g e n e r a l  
i m p r e s s i o n  and feelings about the A l a s k a  court system? (Please s e­
lect the one response w h i c h  you feel is m o s t  generally the case)

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(

1 G e n e r a l l y  positive, it seems to w o r k  quite fairly a n d  e f f i c i e n t l y
2 J u d g e s  do n o t  pay a t t e n t i o n
3 Jud g e s  don't s e e m  to k n o w  the law v e r y  well
4 P r o s e c u t i n g  attorneys not w e l l  trained
5 D e f e n s e  at t o r n e y s  not w e l l  trai n e d
6 Co u r t  p r o c e d u r e s  inefficient, w a s t e  tcomuch time
7 S y s t e m  not fair, innocent p e o p l e  e n d  up g e t ting p u n i s h e d
8 S y s t e m  n o t  fair, g u i l t y  p e o p l e  e n d  up getting o f f  w i t h  notilllg

W i t h i n  the p a s t  year, have y o u  p e r s o n a l l y  k n o w n  or dealt w i t h  a

P o l i c e  o f f i c e r ............................... (

C o r r e c t i o n s  o f f i c e r ........................ (

P a r o l e  o f f i c e r ............................... (

D e f e n d i n g  l a w y e r ............................  (

J u d g e ........................................... (

P r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y ....................... (

1 Yes 

1 Yes 

1 Yes 

1 Yes 

1 Yes 

1 Yes

)2 N o  

)2 No 

) 2 No 

)2 No 

) 2 No 

)2 No

Please rate ie different sources of information listed b e l o w  r e g a r d i n g  
their accuracy in p r e senting a true picture of crime and c r i m i n a l  
j u s t i c e .

V e r y F a i r l y S o m e w h a t V e r /
R e l i a b l e Reliable U n r e l i a b l e Unrelitbl<

Ill N e w s p a p e r s ............... ......  ( >1 ( )2 ( >3 ( > 4

112 T e l e v i s i o n ............... ......  < >1 ( )2 ( ) 3 ( )4

113 Family, friends, oth e r  people ( )1 ( )2 ( ) 3 ( )4

114 B o o k s  and education... ....... ( >1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3 ( )4

115 P e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .. ........ ( )1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3 C )4

R e g a r d i n g  the c o rrections peop l e  in y o u r  community, do y o u  feel they 
tre a t  all types and ages of peo p l e  fairly and equally?

R a c i a l l y ....................................... ( )1 Yes ( )2 No

A g e - w i s e ............... . .....................  ( )1 Yes ( )2 No

S e x - w i s e   ( )1 Yes ( )2 No

C o n c e r n i n g  the c o u r t s . do y o u  feel they treat all types of p e o p l e  
f a i r l y  and equally?

R a c i a l l y   ( )1 Yes ( )2 No

A g e - w i s e ......................................... ( )1 Yes ( )2 No

S e x - w i s e   ( )1 Yes ( )2 No

W h a t  about the p o l i c e , do they treat all people fai r l y  and e q u a l l y ?

)l Yes ( ) 2 No

>1 Yes ( ) 2 No

)l Yes ( ) 2 No
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Hov? m a n y  people do y o u  think should live in a c o m m u n i t y  b e f o r e  it has 
at least one f u l l-time resident police officer?

( )1 0-200 
( )2 201-600 
( )3 601-1200 
( )4 1201-2500 
( )5 2500+

B e c a u s e  police w e r e  n o t  available, h a v e  y o u  e v e r  h a d  to r e l y  on other 
m e a n s  in order to m a i n t a i n  control of a sit u a t i o n  this past y e a r ?

A g un or threat of a g u n  

A  c u t t i n g  weapon or threat of one 

S o m e  other w e a p o n  or threat 

Use or p o s s i b l e  use of force

Y e s ( )1 N o (  )2 

Yes( )1 No( )2 

Yes( )1 N o (  )2. 

Yes( )1 No( ) 2

Do y o u  think police should place m o r e  emphasis on n e w  a n d  experimental 
crime prevention activities such, as speaking at schools, public relations
programs, T V  and radio ads, etc.; or should they c o n c e n t r a t e  on a p p r e h e n­
sion and m o t o r  patrol surveillance techniques?

( )1 N e w  activities 
( )2 A p p r e h e n s i o n  and patrol 
( )3 Both-- w i t h  emphasis on activities 
( )4 Both-- w i t h  emphasis or apprehension

Regarding, some of the problems listed below, please indicate w h e t h e r  
you w o u l d  prefer to have them h a n dled by the courts, or by a legal 
n e g o t i a t i n g  board (mediation or arbitration b o a r d ) .

Courts L e g a l  B o a r d B o t h

131 D i v o r c e ......................... ....... . . ( ) 1 ' ' ( )2 ( ) 3

132 F a m i l y .n e i g h b o r h o o d  d i s p u t e s ........( )1 ( )2 ( >3

133 S m a l l  c l a i m s ............................. ( )1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3

134 J u v e n i l e  m a t t e r s ........................( )1 ( >2 ( ) 3

135 F e l o n y  cases a g a i n s t  p r o p e r t y ...... ( )1 ( ) 2 ( )3

136 M i s d e m e a n o r s  against p r o p e r t y ...... ( )1 ( >2 ( ) 3

L37

W o u l d  y o u  favor l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  further r e s t r i c t  the hours 
liquor stores and bars are o p e n . ..present law r e q u i r e s  they be closed 
b e t w e e n  the hours of 5 : 0 0 A M  and 8:00AM.

( )1 Yes 
( )2 No

•

S h o u l d  a police o f f i c e r  have to join a union if he o r  she doesnt w a n t  to'

( )1 Yes 
( )2 No

R e g a r d i n g  the police, do you feel they should b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  no 
unions, only by special un i f o r m e d  service unions, or b y  m u l t i - t r a d e  
unio n s  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t  m a n y  types of workers?

( )1 No unions
( )2 'uniformed service unions 
( )3 M u l t i - t r a d e  unions
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Do y o u  own a n y  w e a p o n s  w h i c h  y o u  a c q uired only to protect: y o u r s e l f  
from other people, that is, w e a pons you w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  if t h e r e  w e r e  
no n e e d  for p r o t e c t i o n ?

H a n d g u n ..............................  ( jl'Yes ( )2 No.
L o n g - g u n  ( r i f l e / s h o t g u n ) ........ ( )1 Yes ( )2 No
C u t t i n g  w e a p o n s .................... ( )1 Yes ( )2 No
Clubs o r  t h r o w i n g  o b j e c t s   ( )1 Yes ( )2 No

G e n e r a l l y  speaking, should it b e  more important for a c o n v i c t e d  o f f e n d e r  
to p a y  a fine or go to jail; or should the offender m a k e  r e s t i t u t i o n  to 
the v i c t i m  o f  the crime?

( )1 P a y  fine and/or go to jail 
( )2 H a k e  r e s t i t u t i o n  to v i c t i m

S h o u l d  m i n o r  c r i m i n a l  m a t ters in rural A l a s k a  be h a n d l e d  b y  a D i s t r i c t  
J u d g e  w i t h  full legal powers and training w h o  a p p e a r s  there p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  
or shou l d  they b e  h a n d l e d  by a resident m a g i s t r a t e  w i t h  l i m i t e d  le g a l  
powers and t r a i n i n g  living in the village?

( )1 T r a v e l l i n g  District Judge 
( )2 R e s i d e n t  mag i s t r a t e

Have y o u  ever b e e n  in court (other than traffic or small claims) as a:

P l a i n t i f f  (as a v i c t i m  of a crime)
W i t n e s s ..................................
J u r o r .....................................
De f e n d a n t  (as one a c c used of a crime)

( )1 Yes 
( )1 Yes 
( )1 Yes 
( )1 Yes

S p e c t a t o r .................................... ( )1 Yes

( )2 N o  
( >,2 No 
( )2 No 
( )2 No 
( )2 No

H o w  w o u l d  y o u  rate the professional skill of the f o l l o w i n g  c r i m i n a l  

j u s t i c e  personal?

Vo.rjy
Good

F a i r l y
Good A d e q u a t e

F a i r l y
Poor

V e r y
P o o r

151 L o c a l  police o f f i c e r ................ ( )1 ( )2 ( ) 3 ( )4 C )5

152 S t a t e  T r o o p e r s ........................ ( )1 ( ) 2 ( j 3 ( )4 ( )5

153 P u b l i c  d e f e n d e r s ..................... ( )1 ( >2 ( ) 3 ( )4 ( )5

154 T r i a l  Court J u d g e s .................. ( )1 ( )2 ( ) 3 ( ) 4 ( ) 5

155 S u p r e m e  Court J u d g e s ................ ( )1 ( )2 ( ) 3 ( )4 ( ) 5

156 M a g i s t r a t e s ............................ ( )1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3 ( )4 ( )5

157 P r o s e c u t o r s / D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y s . .. ( )1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3 ( )4 ( )5

158 J a i l / c o r r e c t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l ...... ( )1 ( ) 2 ( ) 3 ( ) 4 ( )5

159 P r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s .................. ( )1 ( ) 2 C )3 ( )4 ( )5

160 J u v e n i l e  j u s tice p e r s o n n e l ........ ( )1 ( )2 ( ) 3 ( )4 ( )5

W h e r e  do y o u  hear m o s t  of 
and the j u s tice system?

what you k n o w  about law, crime, c r i m i n a l s

(
(
(
(
(
(
(

)1 New s p a p e r s  
)2 T e l e v i s i o n  
)3 Family, friends and 
)4 Books and e d u cation 
)5 P e r s o n a l  experience 
)6 E m p l o y m e n t  
)7

other people

H o w  long h a v e

)1 
) 2  
) 3 
) 4 
) 5  
' 6

you

Under one year
I-3 Years 
4-6 Years 
7-10 Years
II-15 Years
16 Years and over

lived in Alaska?



What is the last level of education you completed?

( )1 High school incomplete 
( )2 High school complete/GED 
( )3 College incomplete 
( )4 College complete 
( )5 College post-graduate
( )6 Vi cational training for special skills

What is your general income level before taxes?

( )1 Over 60,000 
( )2 Between 45-60,000 
( )3 Between 30-45,000 
( )4 Between 20-30,000 
( )5 Between 10-20,000 
( )6 Between 6-10,000 
( )7 Between 0-6,000

What kind of work do you do?

( )1 Executive and management 
( )2 Professional and services
( )3 Manufacturing, construction and working trades 
( )4 Home-maker 
( )5 Armed Forces 
( )6 Student
( )7 Subsistence hunting, trapping and fishing 
( )8 Unemployed
( )9 '_________________________________________________

Sox

( )1 Male 
( )2 Female

Are you a registered voter in Alaska?

( )1 Yes 
( )2 No

How many people live in this household? ______________

How many are under 13 yeais old? ______________

How ma n y  are between 13 and 17 years old______________

Which age group do you fit in?

( )1 18-24 
( )2 25-34 
( )3 35-49 
( )4 50-64 
( )5 65 and over

Geographic area

( )1 Barrow 
( )2 Kotzebue 
( )3 Nome 
( )4 Bethel 
( )5 Fairbanks 
( )6 Anchorage 
( ) I Juneau 
( )8 Sitka 
( )9 Ketchikan

Thank You!
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INTRODUCTION

The objectives of the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration 

are improvement of the criminal justice system and the reduction 

of crime. As one part of this effort, state Criminal Justice 

Planning Agencies are required to prepare annual State Plans to 

address local problems and issues. As one source of information, 

the Alaska Criminal Justice Planning Agency conducts an annual 

public opinion survey addressing a variety of justice-related 

iss u e s .

The 1976 survey was designed and conducted by Dittman Research 

Associates of Anchorage with assistance from the Criminal 

Justice Planning Agency.

METHODOLOGY

Interviews were conducted in November and December, 1976, in 

households randomly selected from groups of households chosen to 

ensure representative demographic characteristics within four 

regions of the Sta :. Interviewers were trained by Dittman 

Associates and were bilingual in rural areas. Computer print­

outs of the data were provided by Dittman Associates and analyzed 

by Criminal Justice Planning Agency staff. The report has been 

approved bv the Governor's Commission on the Administration of 

Justice.

One thousand and seventeen interviews were conducted as follows: 

Northwest (Barrow, Kotzebue, Nome and Bethel), 244; Interior 

(Fairbanks), 217; Southcentral (Anchorage), 273; Southeast



(Juneau, Ketchikan and Sitka), 283. A  "weighting" procedure was 

used to assure that each region contributed to the data in 

proportion to its total of the State population. Thus each ques­

tionnaire in the Northwest and Fairbanks regions received a 

weight of 1.3; Anchorage questionnaires were weighted 3.6, and 

Southeast responses were weighted 1.0. The effective sample was 

thus increased to 1,861.

Methodology is described in more detail in Appendix A, prepared 

by Dittman Research Associates.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULATION

Respondents to the questionnaire were 577, male and 43% female; 

half were under the age of 33. A third of the group had lived 

in Alaska for less than six years, a quarter for seven to 

fifteen years, and 40% for more than fifteen years.

Ninety percent of the sample had completed high school, and most 

(65%) had either college or vocational training. Median income 

per household was between $20,000 and $30,000 with 67, having 

incomes under $6,000 anu 2% with incomes over $60,000. Eighty- 

one percent were registered to vote. The average household 

contained three to five m e m b e r s ; half contained one or more 

minors under the age of 13 while approximately one-fourth (277,) 

contained minors age 14 to 17.

Tables showing detailed population characteristics are included 

in Appendix B.
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T h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  53 i t e m s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  g r o u D e d  

i n t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s  f o r  t h i s  r e p o r t :

I. Victimization, Reporting of Crime and Precautions against 

victimization

II. Sources of Public Attitudes toward the Criminal Justice 

System

III. Attitudes and Opinions about the Criminal Justice System

IV. Perceptions of Crime and Criminals

V. Recommended Sentencing practices, and Attitudes toward 

"Victimless Crime"

TOPICS INCLUDED IN THE SURVEY
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I. VICTIMIZATION

A 1975 public opinion survey^ showed that in 147, of urban and

8% of rural households interviewed, someone had been the victim

of a serious crime within the year prior to the interview. The

1976 survey attempted a more refined measure of victimization

by type of crime (but unfortunately does not permit an estimate

of total number of households v i c timized).

The question was phrased as follows:

In the section below is a series of crimes.
Please indicate whether anyone in your 
household has been a victim of any of these 
crimes during the past year, and whether 
the crime was reported. If there has been 
a victim and the crime wasn't reported, 
why not?

The offenses listed and percent of households which had been 

victimized are shown in Table 1.

Table 1

Number and Percent of Households Victimized

Number of House- Percent of House- 
Offense holds Victimized holds Victimized

Murder 4 0.27o
Rape 32 2
Robbery fl? 6
Assault 94 5
Burglary 102 6
Vehicle Theft 95 5
Forgerv/Fraud 42 2
Vandalism 293 16
Petty Theft (less than $200) 265 14
Grand Theft (more than $200) 95 5
Figure 1 sho .s percent of all households in each region which 
reported instances of crimes either against persons or against 
p r o p e r t y .

1 Rowar Group report on The Criminal Justice System of Alaska 
July, 1976.
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