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 Introduced: 1/16/79 
Referred: Health, Education 6t

Social Services

IN THE SENATE
BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY 
REQUEST OF THE GOVERNORK

SENATE BILL NO. 35 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to adult education."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.07.020 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(12) provide educational opportunities in the areas of 

vocational education and training, basic education, and fire service 

training to individuals over 16 years of age who are no longer attend­

ing school.* Sec. 2. AS 44.27.020(1) is amended to read:

(1) administer the state's program of education at the ele- 

mentary^ [AND] secondary, and adult levels, including, but not limited

to, programs of vocational education and training, vocational rehabi­

litation, library services, [AND] correspondence courses, adult basic

education, and flre-service training, but not including degree pro­

grams of post-secondary education;
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IN THE SENATE

SENATE BILL NO. 35 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to adult education."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.07.020 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read: 

(12) provide educational opportunities in the areas of

vocational education and training, basic education, and fire service 

training to individuals over 16 years of age who are no longer attend­

ing school.* Sec. 2. AS 44.27.020(1) is amended to read:

(1) administer the state's program of education at the ele-

mentaryx [AND] secondary, and adult levels, including, but not limited 

to, programs of vocational education and training, vocational rehabi­

litation, library services, [AND] correspondence courses, adult basic 

education, and Jire-Bervice training, but not including degree pro­

grams of post-secondary education;
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January 15, 1979

P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  Sena te  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
Juneau , A la s k a  99811
D ea r  M r. P r e s i d e n t :
Under th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  I l l ,  s e c . 18 o f  th e  A la sk a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I  am t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  r e l a t i n g  to  a d u l t  
e d u c a t io n .  The b i l l  amends p o r t i o n s  o f  AS 1 4 . 0 7 . 0 2 0  and 
AS 4 4 . 2 7 . 0 2 0 ,  which s e t  o u t  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  
D epa rtm en t o f  E d u c t io n ,  t o  p r o v id e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  one o f  
th e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h a t  depa rtm en t i s  th e  o p e r a t i o n  and 
a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  a d u l t  e d u c a t io n  p rog ram s i n  th e  
s t a t e .  A lth ough  th e  depa rtm en t has p ro v id e d  th e s e  k in d s  
o f  p rog ram s , and funds  have been p ro v id e d  f o r  them by th e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  y e a r s ,  n o th in g  i n  th e  s t a t u t e s  r e l a t i n g  
t o  e d u c a t io n  c l e a r l y  encompasses th e s e  k in d s  o f  p rog rams 
a t  th e  p r e s e n t  t im e .
The D epa rtm en t o f  E d u c a t io n 's  a u t h o r i t y  to  u n d e r ta k e  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  th e  a d u l t  e d u c a t io n  a re a  has n o t  y e t  been 
c h a l le n g e d ;  however , th e  depa rtm en t i s  c on ce rned  ab ou t 
th e  vagueness  o f  th e  law  i n  t h i s  a re a  and wants i t  
c l a r i f i e d  b e f o r e  such a c h a l le n g e  i s  r a i s e d .  The b i l l  
w ou ld  make c l e a r  t h a t  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  depa rtm en t 
wou ld  n o t  e x te n d  t o  deg ree  p rog ram s o f  p o s t - s e c o n d a ry  
e d u c a t io n  such  as th o s e  o f f e r e d  by  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A la s k a .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J a y  S . Hammond 
G ove rn o r
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by Solveig Eggen

CUMULATIVE MEDIOCRITY

It h a s  bec o m e  g l a r i n g ly  a p p a r e n t  th a t  all is no t  r ig h t  with the  p u b l ic  
schoo ls .  D issa tis fac tion  h a s  been  m o u n t in g  for a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  
a m o n g  p a r e n t s ’ g r o u p s .  T h e i r  m a jo r  objective: to b r in g  s t a n d a r d s  b a c k  
to  the schoo ls .  H o w ev er ,  o n ly  recently  h a s  the  s t a r k  ev idence o f  dec lin ­
in g  test sc o re s  a w a k e n e d  the  t a x p a y i n g  p u b l ic  at l a rg e  to  the p r o b le m  
o f  c u m u la t iv e  m e d io c r i ty  in  the schoo ls .  T y p ic a l  o f  the  new a w a re n e s s  
is the h e a d l in e  in a  1977  Wall Sired Journal ( M a y  1 4 )  article , ' T e s t  
G r a d e s  a r e  L o w  in b ix  L a r g e s t  C i t ie s” a n d  the s u b h e a d ,  “ M o r e  T h a n  
H a l f  o f  10th  G r a d e r s  F a i l  E n g l ish  a n d  M a th  E x a m s  A d m in is te red  b y  
the  S ta te .”

All m a j o r  p u b l ic a t io n s  h a v e  c a r r i e d  s im i la r ly  b le a k  a c c o u n ts  o f  s in k ­
in g  test sco res  in b a s ic  subjects ,  reflecting the low  s t a n d a r d s  p r e v a i l in g  
in  sc h o o ls  na t io n w id e .  B ecause  th e  s a m e  p h i lo s o p h ie s  g e n e ra l ly  h a v e  
p e r v a d e d  m o s t  o f  o u r  p u b l ic  sc h o o l  sy s te m s  for  m a n y  y e a r s ,  the  de­
cline in  ac h ie v em e n t  c a n  in l a r g e  p a r t  be  a t t r ib u ted  to  the successful 
p r o m u lg a t io n  of  these ph i lo so p h ie s .

T h e  e d u c a t io n a l  e s tab l ish m e n t ,  p r e s u m a b ly  in p u r s u i t  of the “ m o d ­
e rn is t” n o t io n  th a t  n o th in g  (e sp e c ia l ly  le a r n in g )  s h o u ld  in v o lv e  h a r d  
w o r k ,  sa w  s o m e  subjec ts  a s  dull a n d  so m e  t e x tb o o k s  a s  to o  d r y  to  
c a p tu r e  the  im a g in a t io n .  S o  it w ent to  the o th e r  ex t rem e:  E v e r y th in g  
w a s  to  be  fun a n d  if it d id n ’t feel g o o d  it w a s  not w o r th  d o in g .  Be­
c a u se ,  in this view, a  s tu d e n t  w h o  d o e s  not select his  o w n  c u r r ic u lu m  
is not a  h a p p y  s tuden t ,  a  p le th o r a  of  electives w a s  offered. M a n y  c o n ­
c e rn ed  .objects w hich  e d u c a to r s  o f  s te rn e r  su b s t a n c e  w ou ld  h a v e  
labe lled  . ‘‘'o lous .

T h e n  the re  w a s  the  r i s in g  s ta r  o f  so c io lo g y  a n d  the  view o f  s o m e  
l e a d in g  so c io lo g is ts  th a t  the s c h o o 's  a r e  the m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  in s t ru ­
m e n ts  for b r in g in g  a b o u t  soc ia l  c h a n g e .  F o r  s tu d e n ts ,  this m e a n t  
s p e n d in g  m a n y  h o u r s  p a r t i c ip a t in g  in " r a p  s e s s io n s ” o n  the issues  of 
the  d a y  such  us (lie V ie tn a m  w a r ,  r a c e  r e la t io n s  a n d  po l lu t ion .

In a d d i t io n ,  there  is w ith in  the e d u c a t io n a l  e s ta b l ish m e n t  the sc h o o l  
o f  th o u g h t  k n o w n  u s  h u m a n is t i c  p s y c h o lo g y .  It le n d s  to v iew  the 
s c h o o l s  a s  s o m e th in g  a k in  to  a  m e n ta l  h ea l th  clinic a n d  the te a c h e r 's  
ro le  a s  th a t  o f  p sy c h o lo g is t .  U n d e r  th is  p h i lo s o p h y  the  teacher 's  p r i ­
m a r y  function  is n o t  to t r a n s m i t  k n o w le d g e  b u t  to  gu id e  c h i ld re n  
t h r o u g h  ro le -p la y in g ,  g r o u p  th e ra p y ,  o r  v a lu e s  c la r i f ica t io n  to  a n  
e n h a n c e d  feeling o f  se lf -aw areness .  T h e  effect of the  in t ro d u c t io n  of  
these  p h i lo s o p h ie s ,  if m e a s u r e d  in t im e -c o n su m p t io n  a lo n e ,  h a s  b ee n  
to  d isp la c e  t r a d i t io n u l  sc h o o l  subjects.

T h ese  t r e n d s  o r  p h i lo s o p h ie s  h a v e  h a d  w id e s p re a d  im p a c t  o n  the 
p u b lic  s c h o o ls ,  h e lp ed  a l o n g  b y  ex ten s iv e  " s tu d ie s ,” co n d u c te d  o ften  with



fede ra l  funds ,  b y  p ro fe s s io n a l  e d u c a to rs .  As a  result ,  m a n y  sc h o o ls  b e ­
c a m e  e x p e r im e n ta l  l a b o r a t o r i e s  fo r  te s t ing  all s o r t s  of theories  t h o u g h t  
u p  b y  e d u c a t o r s  to  q u a l i f y  for  a v a i l a b l e  g o v e r n m e n t  m o n e y .

In  re trospec t ,  these so -ca lled  in n o v a t io n s  such  a s  the "new  m a th , ” the 
o p e n  c l a s s r o o m s ,  a n d  a b s u r d  r e a d in g  m e th o d s  h a v e  p r o v e n  to  be, a t  
bes t,  ineffective. S o m e  e x p e r im e n ta l  techn iques  such  a s  th o se  des igned  to 
p r o b e  h id d e n  p r o b le m s  in d ie  ch i ld 's  p syche ,  in m a n y  ca se s  h a v e  
p r o v e n  to b e  d i s a s t r o u s ,  e sp ec ia l ly  in the h a n d s  of  a  l a y  p e rso n .

T h e  sub jec ts  th a t  w ere  e i ther  d isp la c e d  o r  d is to r te d  th r o u g h  these 
p h i lo s o p h ie s  a n d  the c u r r i c u l a  h a t  d ev e lo p e d  a r o u n d  them , a re  w h a t  
a r e  n o w  k n o w n  a s  t r a d i t io n a l  subjects.  C o n s id e re d  in a  p r e v io u s  a g e  
the b a s ic  c o n c e r n  of  d ie  s c h o o ls  — indeed  a b s o lu te ly  essen tia l to a n y  
s o u n d  le a r n in g  p r o c e s s  — they a r e  re a d in g ,  c o m p u ta t io n ,  a n d  c o m p o s i ­
tion. T he  b u i ld in g  b lo c k s  of  fu tu re  g o o d  c i tizensh ip ,  h is to ry ,  a n d  g e o g ­
r a p h y  were  d o w n g r a d e d  in f a v o r  of  die ca tch -a ll  subject ca lled  so c ia l  
s tud ies .  B ecause  of  its v a g u e ly  defined p a r a m e te r s ,  th is  soc ia l-s tud ied  
c a te g o r y  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  suscep t ib le  to b o m b a r d i n g  s tu d e n ts  w ith  a lm o s t  
a n y  p h i lo s o p h y ,  id e o lo g y  o r  m e th o d ,  n o  m a t te r  h o w  fa r  o u t ,  d r e a m e d  
u p  b y  the "n e w "  e d u c a to rs .

T h o s e  s h o c k e d  b y  recen t test sco res  m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  th a t  the deter i­
o r a t i o n  of  d ie  s c h o o ls  w a s  a  s lo w  process .  T h e  p r o b le m  o n ly  recently  
h a s  b u r s t  u p o n  the n a t io n a l  c o n s c io u sn e s s  b e c a u s e  test s c o re s  tell a  
s to r y  th a t  t h o u s a n d s  o f  w o r d s  s p o k e n  b y  w a tc h d o g s  o f  the  sc h o o ls  
failed  to  b r in g  h o m e  to  the p u b l ic  a t  a n  e a r l ie r  s ta g e .  .Just a s  the c o n ­
sequences  o f  low ered  s t a n d a r d s  to o k  a  lo  lg  t im e to  sh o w  u p  in the 
c u r r e n t  a n d  s h o c k in g  p ic tu re  of  fu ll-b lown m e d io cr i ty ,  so  it will not b e  
a  fast,  effortless p ro c e s s  to  pull  the s c h o o ls  b a c k  to  the ir  t r a d i t io n a l  
ta sk  o f  t u r n in g  ou t e d u c a te d  y o u n g s t e r s  w h o  will b ec o m e  fu tu re  g o o d  
citizens of  a  F re e  Society.

But it enn be done. T h e r e  a r e  e x a m p le s  o f  sc h o o l  d is t r ic ts  a c r o s s  the 
c o u n t r y  w here  c o m m u n i ty  d e t e r m in a t io n  to  ra ise  s t a n d a r d s  h a s  b o r n e  
fruit . T h is  s tu d y  o u t l ines  w h a t  is w r o n g  a n d  desc r ibes  the c a u s e s  o f  the 
m a la d y .  M o st  im p o r ta n t ly ,  its p u r p o s e  is a  fu rn is h  p a re n ts ,  officials, 
a n d  e d u c a to r s  with a  g u id e  0 11  h o w  to s teer  c l e a r  o f  die p itfa lls  to 
m e d io c r i ty ,  the  first step to w a r d  q u a l i ty  e d u c a t io n .  It is w ri t ten  in the 
h o p e  th a t  energetic  p eo p le  will c h o o s e  to  c h a n g e  a  b a d  s i tua t ion .  Tim 
s c h o o ls  a r e  to o  im p o r t a n t  a n  elem ent in  the s h a p i n g  of a n  in d iv id u a l  
a n d  a  n a t io n 's  life to b e  a l lo w ed  to  p e r ish  b ec a u s e  they w ere  ig n o re d  
r a th e r  th a n  r e p a ire d .

TEST SCORES AND PREVAILING PHILOSOPHIES
T h e  trust o f  p a r e n ts  a n d  t a x p a y e r s  in the p ub lic  s c h o o ls ’ ab i l i ty  to  

e d u c a te  c h i ld re n  h a s  b ee n  se v ere ly  s h a k e n  by  the d ra s t i c  decline in 
ach ie v em e n t  .est sco res  in all m a j o r  subjects .  S co res  o n  the  College 
E n t r a n c e  E x a m in a t i o n  B o a r d ' s  S cho las t ic  A p ti tude  Test  ( S A T )  d r o p p e d  
fo r  14 co n secu t ive  y e a r s .  Scores  0 11  the tests a d m in is te re d  b v  the A m er­
ican  C o l lege  T e s t in g  P r o g r a m  ( A C T )  fell d u r in g  the  la s t  i l  y e a r s  fo r  
w hich d a t a  a r e  a v a i la b le .

T h e  S A T  m e a s u r e s  v e r b a l  a n d  m a th e m a t i c a l  r e a s o n in g  skil ls .  It th u s  
se rv e s  a s  a  m e a n s  fo r  p re d ic t in g  a c a d e m ic  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  s tuden ts  
a b o u t  to  en ter  college. S ince 19 6 3  the a v e r a g e  n a t io n a l  sc o re s  o n  the 
v e r b a l  a n d  m a th e m a t i c a l  sec tions  o f  the S A T  h a v e  d r o p p e d  44  a n d  3 0  
p o in ts  respectively ,  o n  a  dcale o f  2 0 0 - 8 0 0  po in ts .  In  1 9 7 5  a lo n e  the 
a v e r a g e  score  d r o p p e d  10  p o in ts  fo r  the v e r b a l  sec tion  a n d  e ig h t  p o in ts

f o r  the  m a th e m a t ic a l .
In  the  s p r in g  of  1975 ,  the  N a t i o n a l  A sse ssm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n a l  P ro ­

g re s s  ( N A E P )  r e p o r te d  a  2% decline in  sc ience k n o w le d g e  be tw een  1969  
a n d  1 973 ,  the e q u iv a le n t  o f  a  h a l f  y e a r ’s lo: ^  lea  n ing .  In N o v e m ­
ber ,  1 9 75 ,  N A E P  re leased  a  r e p o r t  o n  w riun j.  iv: d . a n i c s .  It s h o w e d  
th a t  s tu d e n ts ’ o v e ra l l  w r i t in g  skil ls  h a d  dec line  1 *n..m 1 9 7 0  to  1974 . 
T h e  test in d ic a ted  a  s h a r p  decline in  v o c a b u la ry  a m o n g  13- a n d  17- 
y e a r -o ld s  w h o  were  fo u n d  to  write in  a  m o r e  " p r i m e r ”-like f a s h io n  a n d  
to  sh o w  a  g re a te r  tendency  to  w ri te  in c o h e re n t  sen tences  t h a n  d id  the ir  
c o u n t e r p a r t s  tested fo u r  y e a r s  ea r l ie r .  A 1 9 7 7  test f o u n d  a  c o n t in u a t io n  
of  these tendencies. 1 *

A c c o rd in g  to  a  s tu d y  co n d u c te d  b y  so c ia l  sc ientists  A n n eg re t  H a r -  
n isch feger  a n d  D a v id  I*]. W iley ,  test s c o re s  in c re a se d  s te ad i ly  f ro m  the 
1 9 4 0 ’s to  the m id  1 9 6 0 ’s. T h e i r  c o n c lu s io n  is b a s e d  o n  d a t a  f ro m  n ine 
m a j o r  tests,  in c lu d in g  the S A T , A m e r ic a n  C o l lege  T es t in g  P r o g r a m  a n d  
the  I o w a  Tests o f  K - 'u ca t io n a l  D eve lopm en t.  But, no te  the a u th o r s ,  
sco res  in  E ng lish ,  w ri t ing ,  l i te ra tu re ,  v o ca b u la ry - ,  r e a d in g ,  soc ia l  
s tud ies ,  m a th e m a t ic s ,  a n d  n a t u r a l  sc iences h a v e  been  s in k in g  in  recent 
y e a r s .  T h e  a u t h o r s  s ta te  th a t  the declines  a r e  " m o r e  d r a m a t i c  in  recent 
y e a r s  a n d  m o s t  ev id en t  fo r  h ig h e r  g r a d e s .  T h e y  a r e  espec ia l ly  p r o ­
n o u n c e d  in  v e r b a l  tests, b u t  h o ld  for  n e a r ly  all tested a r e a s . ” 2

T h is  rea l ly  aw ful s i tu a t io n  reflected in  the test sc o re s  is n o t  a n  o v e r ­
n ig h t  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  of  pub l ic -schoo l  e d u c a t io n  f ro m  h ig h  to low  q u a l ­
ity. B a the r ,  the test sco res  sh o w  the  c u m u la t iv e  effect o f  the  d o w n g r a d ­
in g  of  b a s ic  l e a r n in g  skil ls  o v e r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  in  f a v o r  o f  s o m e ­
th in g  which those  in c h a r g e  o f  the  s c h o o ls  c o n s id e r  m o r e  im p o r ta n t .  
T h e  fact th a t  e d u c a to r s  h a v e  not ex p re s se d  deep  s h o c k  o v e r  the test- 
sco rc  dec line  ind ica tes  th a t  these  c h a n g e s  a r c  n o t  ac c id en ta l .  E d u c a to r s  
h a v e  c h o s e n  q u i te  co n sc io u s ly  to d c -c m p h a s iz e  the te a c h in g  of  intellec­
tu a l  sk il ls  in f a v o r  of  the in c u lca t io n  o f  so c ia l  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  w h a t  c a n  
.o o se ly  b e  ca lled  the  p sy c h o lo g ic a l  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  the in d iv id u a l  s tu ­
dent.  C a th e r in e  B arre tt ,  the f o rm e r  p re s id e n t  o f  the N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t io n  
A sso c ia t io n ,  s ta te d  in 1972  (Saturday Review, M a r c h ) :

"W e  will need to  recogn ize  th a t  the  so -ca lled  'b a s i c  skil ls ,’ w h ich  
c u r r e n t ly  rep re se n t  n e a r ly  the to ta l  effort in  e l e m e n ta ry  schoo ls ,  will be 
t a u g h t  in  o n e - q u a r te r  o f  the sc h o o l  d a y .  T h e  r e m a in in g  time will be 
d ev o ted  to  w h a t  is t ru ly  f u n d a m e n ta l  a n d  b a s ic .”

W h a t  d o  M rs .  B a rre t t  a n d  o th e r  e d u c a to r s  c o n s id e r  m o r e  b a s ic  a n d  
f u n d a m e n ta l  t h a n  the te ac h in g  of  the b a s ic  sk i l l s?  N E A  l i te ra tu re  m a k e s  
it c lear,  a s  in  its p u b l ic a t io n  o n  " C u r r i c u lu m  fo r  Die W h o le  S tuden t"^ :  

" T h e  c u r r ic u lu m  m u s t  m o v e  a w a y  f ro m  a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  the reten­
t io n  o f  fac ts  to a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  the p ro c e s se s  of  in q u iry ,  c o m p a r i s o n ,  
in te rp re ta t io n  a n d  sy n th e s is . . . . I n  a d d i t io n  to  p u re ly  inte llectual g ro w th ,  
th e  c u r r ic u lu m  s h o u ld  r e g a r d  em o t io n s ,  a t t i tudes ,  ideals ,  a m b i t io n s  a n d  
v a lu e s  a s  leg i t im ate  a r e a s  o f  c o n c e rn  for  the  e d u c a t io n a l  p r o c e s s .” T he  
N E A  p u b l ic a t io n  g o es  o n  to  a s k  a  q u e s t io n .  It r e v e a ls  th a t  the la rg e s t  
a n d  m o s t  inf luential te a c h e rs ’ a s s o c ia t io n  in  A m e r ic a  is o n ly  ta n g en -  
tiully  c o p c e rn e d  a b o u t  the t r a d i t io n a l  g o a l  of e q u ip p in g  y o u n g s te r s  
w ith  the Intellectual to o ls  n e c e s sa ry  fo r  life:

" I s n ’t it p o ss ib le  to  d es ig n  a  c u r r i c u lu m  th a t  h a s  a s  its c e n tr a l  co re  
the  e x p lo ra t io n ,  rev itu lizu t ion ,  a n d  s y m p a th e t i c  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  the
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l e a r n e r ’s sense  of h im se lf  a s  a  self-directed h u m a n ? ”
T h e  c h a n g e  in  the s u b s t a n c e  o f  th is  " c e n t ra l  c o re "  h a s  led to the  d is­

p la c e m e n t  in  the  s c h o o ls  o f  co g n i t iv e  l e a r n in g  in f a v o r  o f  p sy c h o lo g ic a l  
o r  "a ffec tive"  ed u c a t io n .  T h is  " e d u c a t io n a le s e ” c a n  be c o n fu s in g ,  b u t  
" c o g n i t iv e "  le a r n in g  is s im p ly  the  im p a r t i n g  of  k n o w led g e ,  w hile  "affec­
t ive” e d u c a t io n  d r a w s  o n  the h u m a n  p o ten tia l  a n d  se lf -ac tua l iza t ion  
m o v e m e n t s  o f  such  m e n  a s  e n c o u n te r - g ro u p  e x p e r t  C a r l  R ogers ,  a n d  
A b r a h a m  M a s lo w ,  f o u n d e r  o f  the T h i r d  F o rc e  m o v e m e n t  in p s y c h o l ­
ogy1. A d a p t in g  these la t te r  fo r  sc h o o l  use, d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  e m o t io n a l  
sk il ls  ta k es  p recedence  o v e r  b a s ic  skills.  T h e  percep tive  c a p a c i t ie s  of 
s e n s in g  a n d  feeling  a r e  often v a lu e d  o v e r  r a t i o n a l  th in k in g .

T h e  id e a  th a t  a  p re req u is i te  fo r  a w a k e n in g  the intellect is the  t a p p in g  
o f  the  e m o t io n s  w a s  in t ro d u c e d  to  the s c h o o ls  la rg e ly  a s  a  new a p ­
p r o a c h  to  o v e r c o m in g  the le a r n in g  difficult ies o f  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  chil­
d ren .  As with m a n y  o th e r  e d u c a t io n a l  p h i lo s o p h ie s ,  th is  o n e  w a s  ex ­
te n d ed  to  c o v e r  all ch i ld ren .  A c c o rd in g  to  o n e  a n a ly s t ,  M a r ie  F a n t in H ,  
" I n c r e a s in g l y ,  e d u c a t io n a l  th e o r ie s  a n d  p rac t ice s  a r c  b e in g  ju d g e d  o n  
w h e th e r  they  succeed with  the  u r b a n  p o o r  a n d  o th e rs  w h o  a r c  a c c o u n t ­
ed  e d u c a t io n a l  fa ilu res .  If they d o  they  will p r o b a b l y  be  effective with 
o th e r  le a r n e r s  a s  well .” And, b e m o a n i n g  a  l in g e r in g  fa i th  in  co g n i t iv e  
l e a r n in g ,  F a n l ih i  m a d e  the fo l lo w in g  s ta tem en t:

" O u r  p r o p o s a l  is to  rev e rse  the d i rec t ion  of the  p r e v a i l i n g  co g n i t iv e  
e m p h a s i s .  W e  s u g g e s t  th a t  k n o w le d g e  a lo n e  d o e s  no t a d e q u a te ly  p r o ­
d uce  the  b e h a v i o r  n e c e s sa ry  to  su c h  a  society . T h e  ch a n c e s  of affecting 
b e h a v i o r  will b e  g r e a te r  if the  l e a r n e r ’s feelings a n d  c o n c e rn s  a re  re c o g ­
nized  a n d  m a d e  to  d irec t the c o g n i t io n  th a t  lo g ica l ly  s h o u ld  follow a n d  
if c o g n i t io n  is u sed  to  help  the l e a r n e r  c o p e  with h is  c o n c e r n s .”

T h is  a p p r o a c h  ru n s  c o u n te r  to the  c la s s ica l  view o f  e d u c a t io n ,  w hich  
c o n s id e r s  the h a r n e s s in g  of  im p u lse s  a n d  e m o t io n s  a n  im p o r t a n t  p a r t  
o f  the c iv il iz ing  p rocess .  Also, it c e r ta in ly  w o u ld  seem  to p u t  the c a r t  
b e fo re  the  h o r se .  F i rs t  y o u  tell little J o h n n y  to  " d o  h is  ow n  th in g ” ( in ­
c lu d in g  sw a t t in g  the te ac h e r  with a  b a s e b a l l  b a t  a c r o s s  the  r u m p  if he 
feels l ike  it) a n d  then y o u  tell h im  to sit d o w n  a n d  l e a rn  the a lp h a b e t  — 
o r  e v e n  expect  h im , in w h a t  F a n t in i  th in k s  " lo g ic a l ly  s h o u ld  fo l low ,” 
to  ask to  l e a r n  it.

In  a d d i t io n ,  there w ere  th o se  ev e r -p re se n t  " so c ia l  r e m o d e le r s ,” espe­
c ia l ly  p r e v a le n t  in the a c a d e m ic  w o r ld ,  w h o  felt th a t  the so c ia l  c h a n g e s  
a g i t a t e d  for  in the 1 9 6 0 's  c o u ld  be  ac ce le ra ted  b y  e m p lo y in g  the c l a s s ­
r o o m  a s  a n  in s l ru n  it for soc ia l  c h a n g e .  O p e ra t in g  o n  the p re m ise  th a t  
in o r d e r  for  gen u in e  c h a n g e  te o cc u r ,  p e o p le ’s  e m o t io n s  m u s t  be a p ­
p e a le d  to, affective e d u c a t io n  w a s  im p lem en ted  to w a r d  the  rea l iza t io n  
of  s ta te d  g o a l s .  T hese  inc luded  the  e l im in a t io n  o f  p re jud ice ,  the p r o p a ­
g a t io n  of e g a l i t a r i a n i s m ,  r .nd  a t tem p ts  a t  r e s o lv in g  a  h o s t  o f  e m o t io n s  
s u r r o u n d i n g  the  A m e r ic a n  in v o lv e m e n t  in  V ie tnam . O ther  soc ia l  q u e s ­
t io n s  w hich  the  s c h o o ls  h a v e  c o m e  to c o n s id e r  w ith in  the ir  p u rv ie w  a r e  
d r u g  ab u s e ,  sex a n d  d e a th  e d u c a t io n ,  a n d  p a r e n th o o d .  A m o n g  th o se  
w h o  v iew  the sc h o o ls  a s  In s tru m en ts  fo r  soc ia l  c h a n g e  a r e  h u m a n is t i c  
p sy c h o lo g is t s  like A lfred A l ts c h u le r5 w h o  states:

"A t the f ro n t ie r  o f  p s y c h o lo g y  a n d  e d u c a t io n  a  new m o v e m e n t  is 
e m e r g in g  th a t  a t tem p ts  to  p r o m o te  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  g ro w th  d irec tly  
d i r o u g h  e d u c a t io n a l  c o u rse s .  P sy c h o lo g is ts  a r e  sh if t ing  their  a t ten t io n  
a w a y  f ro m  r e m e d ia l  help  fo r  the  m e n ta l ly  ill to the g o a l  o f  e n h a n c e d  
h u m a n  p o te n t ia l  in n o r m a l  in d iv id u a ls .  E d u c a to r s ,  o n  the  o th e r  h a n d ,
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a r e  b e g in n in g  to  accept these c o u r s e s  a l o n g  w ith  the  u n iq u e  co n te n t  
a n d  p e d a g o g y  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  fo r  s c h o o ls .”

F re q u e n t ly  these v a r i o u s  p h i lo s o p h ie s  p e r m e a te  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l a  in 
a n  in d irec t  m a n n e r .  But the ir  e v e n tu a l  im p a c t  a s  in d ic a te d  b y  test 
sco res  is d irec t a n d  c lea r .  H a r n is c h fe g e r  a n d  W i le y ^  n o te  in th e ir  
s tu d y  th a t  the declines in  test sc o re s  a r e  m o s t  ev id en t  fo r  h ig h e r  g r a d e s  
b e c a u s e  the  cfiects a r e  cu m u la t iv e .  Basic  c o u r se s ,  they  no te ,  h a v e  been 
d isp la c e d  b y  " s p e c ia l” c o u r s e s  su c h  a s  B lac k  H is to ry ,  sc ience fiction o r  
m e d ia  a n a ly s i s  w h e re  A m e r ic a n  h is to ry  o r  E n g l ish  u se d  to  be. T h e y  
f o u n d  a  " s iz a b le  d r o p ” in e n ro l lm e n t  in  t r a d i t io n a l  co l lege  p r e p a r a t o r y  
c o u r se s ,  in c lu d in g  a n  11 % dec rease  in  E n g l ish  e n ro l lm e n ts .  T h e  list o f  
c o u r s e s  offered to  s e c o n d a r y  sc h o o l  s tu d e n ts  in  a  V i r g in ia  s c h o o l  sy s ­
tem 1 r e a d s  l ike  a  co l lege c a ta lo g u e  in its scope  b u t  re se m b le s  a  g u id e  
fo r  S a t u r d a y  a f te rn o o n  p ro jec ts  a t  a  s u m m e r  d a y  c a m p  in m a n y  o f  its 
focus a r e a s .

U n d e r  soc ia l  s tudies ,  the  c u r r ic u lu m  g u id e  lists a  se ries  o f  v a g u e ly  
defined  c o u r se s  w hich  focus o n  the  " w o r ld . ” These in c lu d e  w o r ld  his­
to ry ,  w o r ld  cu l tu res ,  w o r ld  s tud ies ,  w o r ld  c iv i l iza t ion ,  a n d  w o r l d  reli­
g io n s .  A c lo se r  lo o k  a t  the  w o r ld  h is to ry  c o u r s e  r e v e a ls  t h a t  the  e m ­
p h a s i s  is n o t  o n  the facts  o f  w o r ld  h i s to ry  b u t  o n  the  m a s t e r y  of  the  
m e th o d s  of  so c io lo g y .  T h e  co u rse ,  s a y s  the g u id e ,  " in v o lv e s  s tu d e n ts  in 
the s tu d y  of key  co n c ep ts  like n a t io n a l i s m ,  im p e r ia l i s m ,  i n d u s t r i a l i z a ­
tion, conflict, a n d  in te rdependence ,  a n d  s tres ses  the  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a n  
a w a re n e s s  of  the d iv e rs i ty  o f  the h is to r ic a l  p ro c e s se s  in different c iv il­
iz a t io n s  in the w o r ld .”

T o ta l ly  la c k in g  a m o n g  the  so c ia l  s tud ies  c o u r s e s  is a  h i s to ry  c o u r se  
to p r o v id e  fac tua l  in f o rm a t io n  u p o n  w hich  a n y  of  the  d e s c r ib e d  so c io ­
lo g ic a l  s tud ies  m ig h t  b e  b a s e d .  E v en  the m o s t  n e a r ly  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o u r s e  
in the list " U n i te d  S ta tes  a n d  V ir g in ia  S tu d ie s ,” p r o m is e s  th a t  "S tu d e n ts  
d e v e lo p  soc ia l  science sk il ls  t h r o u g h  a n  in q u i r y  in to  selected them es,  
concep ts ,  events ,  a n d  p e rso n a l i t i e s  n  o u r  n a t i o n ’s h i s to r y  f ro m  c o lo n ia l  
tim es to  the p re s e n t .”

T h e  N a t io n a l  C en te r  fo r  E d u c a t io n  S ta tis t ics  o f  the  U S  D e p a r tm e n t  
of  H ea lth ,  E d u c a t io n  a n d  W e lfa re  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  a  Summary o f Offer­
ings and Enrollments in Public Secondary Schools,* w h ich  p o in ts  o u t  
th a t  the  n u m b e r  o f  p u p i ls  e n ro l le d  in  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o u r s e s  h a s  d ec re a s e d  
" p r e s u m a b l y  b e c a u s e  the re  a r e  so  m a n y  o th e r  cho ices  a v a i l a b l e . ” 
A m o n g  the c o u rse s  la b e l led  b y  N C E S  a s  " s h o r t  c o u r s e  o ffe r ings  of  
c u r r e n t  in te res t” a r e  et ':n ic  l i te ra tu re ,  A m e r ic a n  I n d ia n  p ro b lem s ,  the 
U.S. C o n s t i tu t io n ,  a n d  in te r g ro u p  re la t io n s .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  the  s tu d y  
f o u n d  that:

" E n r o l lm e n ts  in anc ien t h is to ry ,  g r a d e  9  c o m m u n i ty  civ ics ,  p r o b ­
lem s o f  d e m o c ra c y ,  g e n e ra l  sc ience,  a n d  L a t in  h a v e  jec l ined  s h a r p l y  
since 1 9 6 0 -61 ,  b u t  so c io lo g y ,  c o n s u m e r  e d u c a t io n ,  e a r th - s p a c e  sciences, 
e n v i ro n m e n ta l  co u rse s ,  a n d  d r a m a  c o u r s e s  a r e  in c re a s in g ly  a b s o r b i n g  
the a t ten t io n  o f  h ig h  sc h o o l  p u p i ls  in  the  U n ited  S ta tes ."

T h e  C ounc il  for  B as ic  E d u c a t io n ,<J o n e  o f  the  m o s t  a s s i d u o u s  o b ­
s e rv e rs  o f  the  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls ,  c o m p a i e d  the 1 9 7 2 - 7 3  s u r v e y  with a  
1960-61  s tu d y  a n d  f o u n d  a n  in c re ase  in the  n u m b e r  o f  c o u r s e  titles 
f ro m  1 ,1 0 0  to  o v e r  2 ,0 0 0 .  T h e  C o u n c il  b la m e s  the  fall-off  in  e n ro l lm e n t  
in  t r u d i t i o n a l  c o u r s e s  o n  the  " p r o l i f e r a t io n "  of c o u r s e s  offered .  In s tea d  
of  e n r o l l in g  in  E n g lish ,  m u th c m a t ic s ,  h i s to r y  o r  g e o g r a p h y ,  s tu d e n ts  
c h o o s e  c r im in o lo g y ,  o c e a n o g r a p h y ,  f irs t-a id ,  m o d e r n  d a n c e ,  cra f ts ,



p h o t o g r a p h y ,  w e ld in g ,  ch i ld  d ev e lo p m e n t ,  n u tr i t io n ,  h o u s m g  a n d  h o m e  
fu rn is h in g s ,  c o s m e to lo g y ,  r r c u 'd - k e e p in g  o r  o r n a m e n ta l  ho r t icu l tu re .

" I t  is the f u n d a m e n ta l  a n d  m a s s iv e  shift f ro m  b a s ic  a c a d e m ic  re ­
q u i r e m e n ts  to  a n  a r r a y  of  electives th a t  seem s to  be  the  m o s t  d irect 
c o n t r i b u to r  to  the ac h ie v em e n t  d ec an c  in sc h o o ls  a n d  co l leg e s ,” w rite  
J a c k  M c C u r d y  a n d  D o n  Speich i<> in a  s u r v e y  of  the s ta te  o f  the pu b lic  
s c h o o ls  w h ich  a p p e a r e d  in the L os  A ngeles  Times.
INNOVATIONS AND CONSEQUENCES

All this c u m u la t iv e  m e d io c r i ty  in  the sc h o o ls  o f  c o u r s e  s p a w n s  n u m ­
e r o u s  excuses  f ro m  e d u c a to rs .  T h e y  c la im  th a t  w h a t  they  d o n ’t offer in  
f u n d a m e n ta l  sk il ls  they m a k e  u p  fo r  in the  a r e a  of  " c re a t iv e"  abilities; 
crit ic ized for  n o t  t e a c h in g  c h i ld re n  facts, they e x p la in  th a t  c h i ld ren  a re  
l e a r n in g  m o r e  a b o u t  "life" th r o u g h  ro le -p la y in g  activ ities t h a n  they 
co u ld  b y  r e a d in g  a  t r a d i t io n a l  b o o k  o n  the  subject.  T h is  k in d  of  th in k ­
in g  le a d s  to  su c h  p r o g r a m s  ( r e p o r t e d  in C B K  Bulletin, J a n u a r y  1 9 7 6 )  
a s  1 ,4 0 0  f i f th -g rad e rs  in  Tompo, A r iz o n a ,  b e in g  t a u g h t  s u r v iv a l  skills  
of 2 0 0  y e a r s  a g o .  T h e  c h i ld ren  sp e n t  o v e r  tw o  h o u r s  a  d a y  for  th ree  
w eeks  w e a v in g  b a s k e ts ,  s p in n i n g  w ool,  q u i l t in g  ru g s ,  r o l l in g  f lou r  in to  
to r t i l la s ,  a n d  m a k i n g  s o a p .  S o  if little M a r y  c a n ’t re t  d, sh e  le a rn e d  
a b o u t  "life" — a n d  she c a n  m a k e  so a p !

M a n y  e d u c a to r s  b la m e  te levis ion,  p a r e n t a l  neglect, the c h i ld ren  o r  
the tests  th e m se lv es  fo r  dec l in in g  ac h ie v em e n t .  But the  l igh t  is d a w n in g  
on  s o m e  a t  least ,  w h o  p u t  the b l a m e  s o u a r e ly  o n  the s c h o o ls  a n d  the ir  
c u r s e  conten t.  In a  n a t io n w id e  s u iv e y  > > funded  b y  the K o t k . i n g  
F o u n d a t io n ,  2 6 6  sc h o o l  a d m in i s t r a to r s  listed p e rm iss iv e n ess ,  low er  
g r a d i n g  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  a  " g e n e r a l  c . H in e  in the  te a c h in g  of  fu n d a ­
m e n ta l s ,"  a s  k ey  c a u s e s  fo r  a c h ie v em e n t  decline.

In  fact, s tu d e n ts  in the p ub lic  sc h o o ls  t o d a y  a r c  b o u n d  to p e r fo rm  
p o o r ly  o n  tests o r ien ted  to w a r d  f u n d a m e n ta l  skills. R obe rt  L. Ebcl, 
p r o f e s s o r  of e d u c a t io n a l  p h i lo s o p h y  a t  M ic h ig a n  S ta te  U n ivers i ty ,  ex­
p la in s  w h y  ( in  Phi Delta Kappan, D ecem ber  1976) :

" T h e  k in d s  o f  e d u c a t io n a l  a c h ie v em e n t  th a t  e n a b le  a  s tu d e n t  to 
h a n d l e  ea s i ly  the  ta s k s  m a k i n g  u p  such  tests h a v e  n o t  been  a  high- 
p r io r i ty  item fo r  p u b l ic  sc h o o l  a d m in i s t r a to r s  a n d  te ac h e rs  in  recent 
dec ad e s .  T he  k in d s  of  in s t ru c t io n a l  i n n o v a t io n s  th a t  h a v e  been  a d v o ­
ca ted  a n d  a d o p te d  w idely ,  e m p h a s i z in g  p u p i l  se lf-d irection  in  the choice 
of w h a t  to  l e a r n  a n d  se lf-pac ing  in d ec id in g  h o w  h a r d  to w o rk  to 
le a rn  it, a r e  n o t  ca lc u la ted  to  m a x im iz e  the ac h ie v em e n t  o f  ta sk -o r ie n ted  
g o a l s  o f  l e a r n in g .  T h e  a t m o s p h e r e  of  m a n y  h ig h  sc h o o l  c l a s s r o o m s  is 
not c o n d u c iv e  to  the p u r s u i t  o f  excellence in  l e a r n in g . ”

F o r  y e a i s  the s c h o o ls  h a v e  b ee n  in a  p e rp e tu a l  s ta te  o f  e n th u s ia s m  
o v e r  the la tes t " i n n o v a t i v e  le a r n in g  te ch n iq u e ,” a  s i tu a t io n  w hich  l ias  
o b fu sc a te d  the ineffectiveness of m o s t  o f  these f requen tly  f la sh y  m e thods .  
A v a r ie ty  of u n u s u a l  sc h o o l  d e s ig n s  in c lu d in g  the o p e n  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  
the s c h o o l  w i th o u t  w a l ls  h a s  been  tried. Vet m a n y  sc h o o ls  h a d  lo 
re tu rn  to  a  m o r e  t r a d i t io n a l  s e a t in g  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  f re q u en tly  after d e ­
c id in g  th a t  the  i n n o v a t io n  is to o  d i s tu r b in g  fo r  y o u n g s te r s .  In  the m o s t  
a b s u r d  cases ,  s c h o o ls  h u v e  h a d  w a lls  between  c l u s s r o o m s  to r n  d o w n  
o n ly  to  re c o n s t ru c t  th e m  se v e ra l  y e a r s  la ter .  O ther  i n n o v a t io n s  inc lude 
m u l t im e d ia  e m p h a s i s  in  the  p la ce  o f  b o o k s ,  te am  teac h in g ,  in d e p en d e n t  
s tu d y ,  a n d  a  v a r i e ty  o f  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  m e th o d s  su c h  a s  b e h a v io r a l  
m o d if ic a t io n ,  ro le -p la y in g ,  g r o u p  th e r a p y ,  s o c io g r a m s ,  a n d  sclf-aware- 
ness  g a m e s . 12
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T h e  s t im u lu s  fo r  the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  in n o v a t io n s  often c o m e s  t h r o u g h  
the a v a i la b i l i ty  of federa l  funds .  S o  it w a s  i ro n ic a l  th a t  the  U.S. Office 
o f  K d q ca t io n  in 1 9 7 6  co m p le ted  a  S I . 8 m il l ion ,  s e v e n -y e a r  s tu d y  *3 o n  
the effectiveness of  in n o v a t iv e  te a c h in g  o n ly  to  f ind  th a t  n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  
te a c h in g  m e th o d s  d o  no t m a k e  c h i ld re n  l e a r n  better .  T h e  s tu d y ,  c a r r i e d  
o u t b y  the  A m e r ic a n  Institu te  for  R e sea rch  in  P a lo  Alto, C a l i fo rn ia ,  
in v o lv e d  1 ,5 0 0  te a c h e rs  a n d  3 0 , 0 0 0  s tu d e n ts  in  s c h o o ls  with i n n o v a t iv e  
e d u c a t io n  p r o g r a m s .

T hen ,  in  the  s p r in g  of  1 9 7 7  the  U.S. Office o f  E d u c a t io n  co m p le ted  
a  S3 m il l ion  s tu d y ,  co n d u c te d  b y  A b t A sso c ia te s  o f  C a m b r id g e ,  M a s s a ­
chusetts .  It fo u n d  th a t  h ig h ly  s t ru c tu re d  p r o g r a m s  w hich  e m p h a s iz e  
b a s ic  skil ls  h a v e  h a d  m o r e  success  in r a i s i n g  the  a c h ie v e m e n t  ot low- 
in c o m c  chilc’-en  th a n  h a v e  o p en  c l a s s r o o m s .  T h e  s tu d y ,  d e s ig n e d  to  
e v a lu a te  the  fede ra lly  fu n d e d  F o l lo w - T h r o u g h  p r o g r a m ,  p r o d u c e d  d a t a  
w hich  refute the  n o t io n  u p o n  w hich  m a n y  fede ra lly -f inanced ,  in n o v a t iv e  
p r o g r a m s  h a v e  been  b ased .  It f o u n d  th a t  a t te m p ts  tc  r a i s e  a  c h i ld ’s 
self-esteem in the o p e n  c l a s s r o o m ,  a s  a  p re re q u is i te  to  l e a r n in g ,  h a v e  
g en e ra l ly  failed, a n d  th a t  the  p ro c e s s  is a c tu a l ly  the r e v e rse  — c h i ld r e n  
g a i n  m o r e  self-esteem a s  a  consequence o f  a c a d e m ic  ach ievem en t.

T h e  federa l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  spen t  a b o u t  $ 5 0 0  m il l io n  o n  Fo llow - 
T h r o u g h ,  in c lu d in g  S 5 9  m il l io n  in 1 9 77 ,  s ince  the  p r o g r a m  b e g a n  in  
19 6 8  a s  a  r e se a rc h  ex p e r im en t  to  test a  v a r ie ty  o f  c d u c a t io m i l  p h i lo s ­
oph ies .  F o r  n in e  y e a r s  ihe federa l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  been  f u n d in g  the  use  
of  b o th  s t ru c tu re d  a n d  o p c n - c la s s ro o m  p r o g r a m s  in s c h o o ls  in  a b o u t  
100  cities in o r d e r  to d e te rm in e  h o w  lo w -in co m e :h i ld re n  l e a r n  best. 
T h e  m o s t  successful p r o g r a m  w a s  fo u n d  to  be  D is ta r ,  a  structured p r o ­
g r a m  d ev e lo p e d  b y  the U n iv e rs i ty  of  O re g o n .  A m o n g  the  leas t  success­
ful w as  the o p e n  e d u c a t io n  m ode l,  d e v e lo p e d  b y  the E d u c a t io n  D eve lop ­
m e n t  C en te r  of C a m b  idge, M a s s a c h u s e t t s  ( th e  d e v e lo p e r  of the  c o n t r o ­
v e rs ia l  soc ia l  s tud ies  p r o g r a m ,  M :A C O S ) ,  w h e re  s tu d e n ts  r a n k e d  a t  the 
18th percen tile  in r e a d in g  sco res  a n d  a t  the  14th  in  m a th e m a t ic s ,  t<

A m o n g  the m o s t  des truc tive  in n o v a t io n s  h a v e  ’ :en  th o se  affecting  
a t t i tudes  to w a r d  le a rn in g .  A n  e x a m p le  is the belief th a t  the ch i ld  itself 
is bes t e q u ip p e d  to  d e te rm in e  w h a t  is bes t  for  h im  o r  her.  C l a s s r o o m s  
s t ru c tu re d  a r o u n d  th is  id e a  a r e  d iv id e d  in to  " l e a r n in g  s t a t io n s , "  w hich  
c h i ld ren  visit a t  the ir  le isure, d e p e n d in g  o n  w h e th e r  th e y ’re  in te rested  in 
s tu d y in g  m a th e m a t ic s  o r  the  m a t in g  h a b i t s  o f  e l e p h a n ts  in  p ic tures .  
One teach er  w hen  a s k e d  to  c o m p a r e  the  v a r i o u s  l e a r n in g  s t a t io n s  in 
te rm s of  p o p u la r i ty ,  s a id  the a r t s - a n d -c ra f t s  l e a r n in g  s ta t io n  w a s  a l ­
w a y s  a  h u b  of  ac tiv i ty ,  w h ile  r e m a r k a b l y  few p u p i ls  g r a v i t a t e d  to w a r d  
the m a th e m a t ic s  s ta t ion .

T h e  s a d  th in g  a b o u t  i n n o v a t io n s  is th a t  they  a r e  in t ro d u c e d  e x p e r i ­
m e n ta l ly  in to  the  sc h o o ls  u n d  a r c  often  n o t  r e m o v e d  until  the e x p e r i ­
m en t h a s  r u n  its full c o u rse ,  thp t  Is until  the  e x p e r im e n t  h a s  been  
p r o v e n  a  fa i lu re ,  a s  ev idenced  b y  the s e v e n  y e a r  P a lo  Alto  s tu d y .  T h e  
u se  of the sc h o o ls  a s  te s t ing  g r o u n d s  fo r  s o c ia l  co n c ep ts  a n d  ex p e r i­
m e n ta l  techn iques;  the p e r m e a t io n  of  c o u r s e  co n te n t  with the  p h i lo s o p h y  
of  soc ia l  re le v an c e ;  the  e m p h a s i s  o n  " c re a t iv e "  r a th e r  t h a n  in te llectual 
ac tiv i ty  is no t a  new s ta te  o f  a f fa irs .  A s o m e w h a t  s im i la r  s i t u a t i o n  in 
the  1 9 4 0 ’s h a d  d i s a s t r o u s  co n s e q u e n c e s  fo r  s tu d e n t  ac h ie v em e n t .  F r a n k  
E. A rm b ru s te r ,  w h o  a u th o r e d  the  recen t H u d s o n  Ins ti tu te  s tu d y  *5 of 
test sco res  a n d  sc h o o l  p r o c e d u re s  w h ich  f o u n d  the  dec line  in  s c h o la s t ic  
p e r f o r m a n c e  to  be  u n r e la te d  to  e c o n o m ic  b a c k g r o u n d ,  r a c e  o r  g e o ­
g r a p h i c  lo c a t io n ,  s u m m a r iz e d  h is  f in d in g s  a s  fo llow s:



" T h e r e  w a s  a  s im i la r  dec line  d u r i n g  a  p e r io d  of la x i ty  a n d  in n o v a ­
tion  in the 1 9 4 0 's ,  until p a r e n t s  rebe lled  a n d  forced sc h o o ls  to  t ighten  
up  the ir  s t a n d a r d s .  After tha t ,  s c o re s  ro se  th r o u g h o u t  the  1 9 5 0 ’s, bu t  
they  tu r n e d  a r o u n d  a g a i n  in  the Gy’s, w hen  e d u c a to r s  s ta r ted  dw ell ing  
o n  m o r e  so c ia l  ' r e le v a n c e '  in s te a d  of g r a d e s  a n d  h o m e w o rk ,  which 
m e a n s  fewer p a p e r s  for  te a c h e r s  to  co r rec t  a s  well .”

It will ta k e  m o r e  t h a n  a  m e re  c h a n g e  of  m o o d  to  u n d o  all  this. 
Selectively p la ce d  federa l  a id  h a s  s t im u la ted  the e l a b o r a t io n  of  m a n y  
e d u c a t io n a l  id e a s  w hich  w ere  of  d u b io u s  v a l u e  a t  the ir  inception. F ed ­
e ra l ly - fu n d e d  d i s s e m in a t io n  of  su c h  techn iques  h a s  helped  crea te  a  
n a t io n a l ly  u n i f o rm  c u r r ic u lu m  a s  ev idenced  b y  the u b iq u i to u s  n a tu r e  of  
c e r ta in  c u r r i c u l a  a n d  a p p r o a c h e s  to  teach ing .  A m o n g  these h a v e  been 
a t t i tu d e -c h a n g in g  activ ities,  c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  p r iv a c y  in v a s io n s ,  w hich  
w ou ld  b e  c o n s id e re d  illegal in o th e r  fede ra lly  ru n  a re a s .  Public  h o u s in g  
residen ts ,  for  e x a m p le ,  su b s id iz e d  b y  the U.S. D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H o u s in g  
a n d  U r b a n  D eve lopm en t,  w o u ld  b e  pro tec ted  f ro m  the p r iv a c y - in v a s iv e  
q u e s t io n s  p u t  to  1 ,8 0 0  ■ in d en ts  in  13 New  J e r s e y  sc h o o l  d istric ts  u n d e r  
a  Title I II  p r o g r a m  of  the E le m e n ta ry  a n d  S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t io n  A c t  
T h e  N ew  J e r s e y  Scales, d ev e lo p e d  b y  two facu l ty  m e m b e r s  a t  R u tgers ,  
a s k  s tu d e n ts  w h e th e r  they s t r o n g ' ,  ag ree ,  ag re e ,  d isa g re e ,  o r  s t r o n g ly  
d is a g re e  with  the fo l lo w in g  s ta te m en ts :

W e  need ea c h  o the r .
Old p eo p le  ta lk  a b o u t  s tu p id  th ings .
W o m e n  s h o u ld  be  g iv en  g r e a te r  o p p o r tu n i t ie s .
S o m e  p eo p le  a r c  r a c ia l l y  s u p e r io r  lo o thers .  '•>

T h e  resu l ts  o f  such  q u e s t io n n a i r e s  a r e  f requen tly  s to red  in a  s tu ­
d en t 's  d o s s ie r  a s  a  p e r m a n e n t  r e c o rd  of a  c h i ld ’s a t t i tudes  a t  a  ce r ta in  
age .  S o m e  s ta tes  a r e  e q u ip p e d  to  feed such  m a te r i a l  into  sta te-w ide d a t a  
b a n k s ,  w h e re  it am plif ies  a  s tu d e n t 's  "p ro f i le ."  In F lo r i d a  a  sta te -w ide 
c o m p u te r  s to re s  in f o r m a t io n  o n  all schoo l p u p i ls  f ro m  the n in th  g r a d e  
up ,  in c lu d in g  soc ia l  secu r i ty  n u m b e r ,  g r a d e ,  schoo l,  a d d r e s s ,  ty p e  of  
c u r r ic u lu m ,  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  activities,  n a t io n a l i ty ,  sex, race,  relig ion, 
m a r i t a l  s ta tu s ,  h ea l th  a n d  p h y s ic a l  d isab il i t ies ,  l a n g u a g e s  sp o k e n  at 
h o m e ,  fam ily  b a c k g r o u n d ,  a c a d e m ic  rec o rd ,  a n d  test s c o re s .*7

In fe r io r  in s t ru c t io n  o n  the e le m e n ta ry  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  level h u s  of 
c o u r s e  led to a  lo w e r in g  o f  s t a n d a r d s  in h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  in  o r d e r  to 
a c c o m m o d a t e  the  new b ree d  of  h ig h  schoo l  g r a d u a t e s .  Here, too ,  we 
find the s a m e  c o r r e la t io n s  between the in c re ase d  n u m b e r  of  electives 
a n d  a  d r o p  in  ac h ie v em e n t .  A s tu d y  b y  the C a rn e g ie  C ounc il  o n  Policy 
S tud ies  p o in ts  to  a  22'.','. d r o p  in g e n e ra l  e d u c a t io n  re q u ire m e n ts  between 
19 6 7  a n d  197-1. A c c o rd in g  to the f in d in g s  of M c C u r d y  a n d  Speich, 
s tuden t a c h ie v e m e n t  s h o w e d  a  p r o g re s s iv e  decline in the  subject u r e a s  
w here  the n u m b e r  of  electives inc reased .  C o l leg e  te x tb o o k s  h a v e  been 
s im plif ied  o r  " a d a p t e d "  to  suit low er  r e a d in g  levels a n d  rem ed ia l  r e a d ­
ing  a n d  w r i t in g  c o u r s e s  a r e  b e in g  t a u g h t  b y  P h .D .’s h e re to fo re  u n a b le  
to  find em p lo y m e n t .  A few e x a m p le s  s h o u ld  se rv e  to  g iv e  a  g e n e ra l  p ic­
tu re  o f  the effect o f  p o o r  p u b lic  s c h o o l  e d u c a t io n  o n  co l lege s t a n d a r d s :  

T h e  p e rc e n ta g e  of  e n te r in g  f re sh m e n  a t  the U n iv e rs i ty  of C a l i f o r n ia  
a t  Berke ley  w h o  re q u ire  rem e d ia l  in s t ru c t io n  in co m p o s i t io n ,  h a s  risen 
from  23".. to  48"„ in  the la s t  s e v en  y e a r s .  T h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of f re sh m e n  
fa i l ing  a n  E n g lish  p la c e m e n t  e x a m  a t  T em ple  U n iv e rs i ty  h u s  in c reu sed  
b y  m o r e  t h a n  50% s ince 1 9 68 .  T h e  dec line  in  the  ab i l i ty  to w ri te  E n g ­
lish h a s  b een  s o  severe  u m o n g  in c o m in g  f re sh m e n  a t  S ta n fo rd  th a t  the 
u n iv e rs i ty  r e q u ir e s  th ree -fou r th s  o f  the  f re sh m e n ,  w h o  score  7 0 0  o r
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a b o v e  o n  the  College  B o a r d ’s m ult ip le -cho ice  E n g l ish  a c h ie v em e n t  test, 
to  s tu d y  c o m p o s i t io n .

As h igh  sc h o o l  d ip lo m a s  bec o m e  less a n d  less a  g u a r a n te e  th a t  
g r a d u a t e s  a r e  profic ien t in f u n d a m e n ta l  skil ls ,  m a n y  co lleges  b ec o m e  
the f inal s ta g e  in a  g e n e ra l  d e g r a d a t i o n  of  e d u c a t io n .  W ith  p ro l i f e ra ­
t ion  of  re m e d ia l  r e a d in g  a n d  w r i t in g  ( m a th e m a t ic s  p r o fe s s o r s  a r e  now  
a d d i n g  rem e d ia l  c o m p u ta t io n  to  the  lis t) a t  co lleges  a c r o s s  the  c o u n t ry ,  
they  becom e s im p ly  g lorif ied  h ig h  sc h o o ls .  A n d  this s a d  a n d  s o r r y  
c o n d i t io n  p e rm e a te s  o u r  w h o le  society. It he lp s  e x p la in  w h y  e m p lo y e r s  
so m e t im es  m u s t  d e m a n d  co l lege deg re es  fo r  file c le rk s  ( in  the  h o p e  th a t  
they  k n o w  the a lp h a b e t )  o r  fo r  g a s o l in e  p u m p e r s  ( in  the h o p e  th a t  they  
k n o w  h o w  to  m a k e  c h a n g e ) .
TEXTBOOKS AND TEACHER GUIDES

R a is in g  the sh o c k in g ly  low e d u c a t io n a l  s t a n d a r d s  in the  sc h o o 's ,  a s  
wc s a id ,  is n o t  a n  ea sy  ta sk .  T e x tb o o k  c o m p a n ie s  h a v e  inves ted  m il­
l ions  of  d o l l a r s  in the  p r o m u l g a t i o n  of  c e r ta in  id e as  a n d  a p p r o a c h e s  to  
le a rn in g .  V a s t  s u m s  of m o n e y  h a v e  b ee n  spent o n  the  p r o m o t io n  o f  
such  m a te r i a l s  a n d  a  s u d d e n  c a m p a i g n  fo r  the r e m o v a l  o f  p re se n t  text­
b o o k s  w o u ld  h a v e  the  e q u iv a le n t  effect o f  the c y c la m a te  b a n  o n  the soft 
d r in k  in d u s t ry .  T h e  s c h o o ls ’ re l ian ce  o n  m u lt i-co lo red ,  fully i l lu s tra ted  
b o o k s  a n d  the ir  a c c o m p a n y in g  te ac h e r  m a n u a l s  p a r t i a l l y  e x p la in s  the  
s c h o o l s ’ r e 'u c ta n c c  to  c h a n g e  b a c k  to  p h o n ic s  a n d  t r a d i t io n a l  m a th  
f ro m  lo o k - s a y  r e a d in g  m e th o d s  a n d  new  m a th ,  even  af te r  ev idence  
b e g a n  m o u n t in g  in  f a v o r  of  the f o rm e r  two m e th o d s .  T h e  sc h o o ls  w ere  
a n d  still a r e  reple te  with a t t r a c t iv e  a r r a y s  of  in s t ru c t io n a l  m a te r ia l s  fo r  
te a c h in g  v a r i a t i o n s  o n  lo o k - s a y  a n d  new m a th .

I ro n ic a l ly ,  tex tb o o k  c o m p a n ie s  m a y  ye t  b e  a b le  to  ca p i ta l iz e  o n  
s o m e  of  the  co n s e q u e n c e s  of in fe r io r  in s t ruc tion .  A new s u b d iv i s io n  of  
the  $ 3 9 2  m il l ion  co l lege  b o o k  p u b l i s h in g  in d u s t ry  p r o d u c e s  b o o k s  
w ri tten  in s im plif ied  l a n g u a g e  fo r  those  s tu d e n ts  w h o  c a n n o t  r e a d  E n g ­
lish a t  the  s a m e  level a s  their  pee rs  of p a s t  decades .  R e sp o n d in g  a g a i n  
to  low ered  r a d i n g  levels, te x tb o o k  p u b l i s h e r s  a r e  a l so  s im p l i fy in g  the 
E n g l ish  in the ir  g u id e b o o k s  on  h o w  to r e a d  tex tbooks .  T h e  g u id e  p u b ­
lished  b y  the A sso c ia t io n  o f  A m e r ic a n  P u b lish e rs  fo r  co l lege  f re shm en ,  
p re v io u s ly  w ritten  o n  a  tw e lf th -g rade  r e a d in g  level, now  a p p e a r s  o n  a  
n in th - g r a d e  level.

T e x tb o o k  c o m p a n ie s ,  u g a i n  r e s p o n d in g  to low ered  s t a n d a r d s ,  a r e  
f lo o d in g  the  sc h o o ls  with a d a p t i  t ions  of  c lass ics  such  C h u r lc s  D ick­
en s ’ Oliver Deist o r  Demid Coppcrfield. P ro v id in g  m a te r ia l s  fo r  v ic t im s  
of the  s u n k e n  s t a n d a r d  is p r o v i n g  p ro f i ta b le  fo r  S cho las t ic ,  a  c o m m e r ­
cial p u b l i s h e r  of s u p p le m e n ta r y  in s t ru c t io n a l  m a te r ia l ,  w h ich  p ro d u c e s  
a  m a g u z in e  w ri tten  o n  the second-prude level fo r  use  b y  junior hiph 
school s tuden ts .

W e re  p a r e n t s  to p e ru s e  their  c h i ld r e n ’s t e x tb o o k s  ca re fu l ly  they m ig h t  
find m o r e  th in g s  o b je c t io n u b le  t h a n  a  d e g r a d e  J v o c a b u la r y .  M a n y  
te x tb o o k s  d is to r t  facts. T h ey  in t ro d u c e  p h i lo s o p h ie s  w hich  m a n y  p a r ­
ents  m a y  no t o n ly  d i s a g re e  with  bu t  w hich  a r e  in im icu l to  accep ted  
A m e r ic a n  p r inc ip les  a n d  w a y  of  life. A m o n g  these  Is the n o t io n  th a t  
e v e ry th in g  Is in  a  s tu te  of p e rp e tu a l  flux a n d  th a t  a n  a t t i tu d e  of c u l tu ra l  
re la t iv ism  is the  p r o p e r  s tunce  to  take.  In s te a d  o f  t r a n s m i t t i n g  the facts  
of o n  u g re e d -u p o n  b o d  • o f  kno w led g e ,  m a n y  b o o k s  d e n i g r a te  t r a d i t io n ­
al v a lu es .  A  h ig h  sc h o o l  p s y c h o lo g y  t e x tb o o k  t« c o n ta in s  the  fo l lo w in g  
p a s s a g e :
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" . . . to  t ru ly  in d u c e  co m p le te ly  c re a t iv e  th in k in g ,  we s h o u ld  teach  ch il­
d r e n  to  q u e s t io n  the T e n  C o m m a n d m e n ts ,  p a t r io t i s m ,  the tw o - p a r ty  
sy s tem , m o n o g a m y  a n d  the  la w s  a g a i n s t  incest."

It s h o u ld  co m e  as  n o  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  tests ind ica te  s tu d e n ts  a r e  p a i n ­
fully  u n a w a r e  o f  b a s ic  h is to r ic a l  facts. M a n y  te x tb o o k s  d o  n o t  teach 
h is to ry  b u t  p r o m o te  a t t i tu d in a l  c h a n g e  r e g a r d i n g  A m e r ic a n  h is to ry  in  
p a r t i c u la r .  A f if th -g rade  te x tb o o k  19 c o n ta in s  the fo llow ing  s ta tem en t:

" N o  n a t io n  o n  e a r th  is guilty  o f  p rac t ice s  m o r e  s h o c k in g  a n d  b lo o d y  
th a n  is the U n ited  S ta tes  a t  th is  v e r y  h o u r .  G o w h e re  y o u  m a y  a n d  
s e a rc h  w here  y o u  will. R o a m  th r o u g h  all  the k in g d o m s  o f  the Old 
W o r ld .  T ra v e l  th r o u g h  S ou th  A m er ica .  S e a rc h  o u t  ev e ry  w ro n g .  W h e n  
y o u  h a v e  fo u n d  the last,  c o m p a r e  y o u r  facts  with the e v e r y d a y  p r a c ­
tices o f  th is  n a t io n .  T h e n  y o u  will a g re e  w ith  me tha t ,  fo r  re v o l t in g  
b a r b a r i t y  a n d  sh a m e le s s  hy; oc r isy ,  A m e r ic a  h a s  n o  r i v a l . ”

Q u ite  a  p ic tu re  to p re se n t  to  the  u n f o rm e d  m in d s  of  te n -y e a r -o ld s  — 
a n d  with  the  m o n e y  of  A m e r ic a n  t a x p a y e r s  to boot!

In  a n  a t tem p t  to  m a k e  E n g l ish  " r e le v a n t"  to g h e t to  ch i ld ren ,  text­
b o o k s  so m e t im e s  a d o p t  street l a n g u a g e .  T h ey  d i s c a r d  the t r a d i t io n a l  
a p p r o a c h ,  a n d  the p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  of  te ac h in g :  to  in fo rm  a n d  elevate. 
In s te a d ,  they  descend  to  the  level o f  the c h i ld 's  l a n g u a g e .  W h ich  ra ise s  
u .e  q u e s t io n :  W h y  b o th e r  with s c h o o ls  a n d  te ac h ers  a t  a l l?  A n d  with the 
h ig h  inc idence of  v io lence  in the sc h o o ls ,  w h a t  is the p u r p o s e  of  inter­
je c t in g  te r ro r  in to  the idyllic  w o r ld  of M o th e r  G o o se  as ,  fo r  e x a m p le :  

" J a c k  be  n im b l e / J a c k  b e  q u i c k / S n a p  the b l a d e / a n d  g ive it a  
f l ic k /G ra b  the p u r s e / i t ’s ea s i ly  d o n e / T h e n  ju s t  fo r  k ic k s / ju s t  
fo r  f u n /P lu n g e  the k n i f e / a m .  c u t / a n d  ru n ." ^ »

In the  soc ia l  s tud ies  field, a n  e l e m e n ta ry  text, Our World21 , s ta tes  
tha t ,  " M a s te r y  o f  k n o w le d g e  is n o  lo n g e r  the ce n tra l  fea tu re  o f  the e d u ­
c a t io n a l  p r o g r a m "  a n d  th a t  c h i ld re n  " s h o u ld  b e g in  to  l e a r n  the l a n ­
g u a g e  of u n c e r ta in ty  a n d  tcn ta t ivencss ."

" U n c e r ta in ty  a n d  te n ta t iv en e ss” — a n d  w o rs e  — u r e  ce r ta in ly  theirs  
if we j u d g e  b y  m a n y  o f  the so c ia l -s tu d ies  texts f ro m  w hich  they a re  
t a u g h t ,  e spec ia l ly  in o u r  h igh  sc h o o ls .  T h e  ex trem ely  v u l u a b ' 2, a n d  
un iq u e ,  T e x tb o o k  E v a lu a t io n  Project o f  A m e r ic a ’s F u tu re ,  Inc., h .s 
tu r n e d  u p  n u m b e r s  o f  e x a m p le s  of  soc ia l -s tud ies  t e x tb o o k s  w hich  n o t  
o n ly  p r o v id e  s tu d e n ts  witi. " u n c e r ta in ty  a n d  te n ta t iveness ,"  b u t  ac tu a l ly  
g iv e  them  a n  often d is to r te d  o r  h ig h ly  in a c c u ra te  p ic tu re  o f  A m er ica  
a n d  its in st itu tions.  N o t  so  inci 'en ln l ly ,  th o u g h ,  o n e  of th e  g rea tes t  
v a lu e s  of  th is  fine p ro jec t  is th a t  it h a s  a l so  tu rn e d  u p  o th e r  te x tb o o k s  
w h ich  u re  objective, b a la n c e d ,  s o u n d  te a c h in g  in s t ru m e n ts .  A ny  in ter­
ested p a r e n t  o r  citizen c a n  receive w ith o u t  c h a r g e  a  co m p le te  list o f  all 
texts  reviewed b y  a  d is t in g u ish e d  p a n e l  o f  e v a l u a t o r s  (e a c h  a n  uca-  
d em ic  expe r t  in h is  field), a  list o f  2 0 0  re c o m m e n d e d  texts, u n d  copies  
of in d iv id u a l  reviews. Ti

J u s t  two e x a m p le s  -’ * ( th e re  a r c  f a r  to o  m a n y  o th e r s )  s h o u ld  suffice 
to  ind ica te  the s e r io u s n e s s  o f  this te x tb o o k  p ro b le m .  O ne w o u ld  s u p p o s e  
th a t  a  te x tb o o k  ca lled  The Americans • a History of the United States, 
w o u ld  be ju s t  th a t ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  w h en  its a u t h o r s  c a r r y  so  p re s t ig io u s  
u d e s ig n a t io n  a s  "B y  the  Staff o f  the Socia l S tud ies  C u r r i c u lu m  Center,  
C a rn e g ie -M e l lo n  U n iv e rs i ty ."

B u t  A F ’s T e x tb o o k  E v a l u a t io n  review er,  Dr. R o b e r t  R. Neff, p ro fe s ­
s o r  of h i s to ry  a t  A s b u r y  College, no te s  th a t  " A b o u t  all the  s tu d en t  
le a r n s  [ o n  the A m e r ic a n  R e v o lu t io n ]  is th u t  a  f ic t ional 1 7 7 0  b u s in e s s ­
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m a n  w a s  d isc o n te n ted  with  B rit ish  t a x a t i o n ,  a n d  th a t  J o h n  A d a m s  
p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  ro le  in  the  B o s to n  M a s s a c re .  T h e  c h a p te r  en d s  
w ith  a  sk i t  a b o u t  V a lley  F o r g e  a n d  a  s to ry  o n  the q u e s t io n  ' T o  H elp  
o r  N o t  to  H elp a  S t r a n g e r ? ’ ” Dr. Neff a l s o  n o te s  th a t  " T h e  a u t h o r s  
h a v e  few h e ro e s  in this  v o lu m e  b u t  o n e  w h o  tower® a b o v e  m o s t  o th e rs  
is C e s a r  C h a v e z !”

In the  field o f  econom ics ,  a  text ca lled  Elements of Economics b y  
W a l la c e  C. P e te rson  w o u ld  le a d  o n e  to  bel ieve the  v o lu m e  e x p la in s  fo r  
y o u n g  s tu d e n ts  th e  e lem ents  o f  the free e n te rp r i s e  sy s te m  o n  w hich  
A m e r ic a n  p r o s p e r i ty  a n d  well-b :ing is b a s e d  ( a n d  w h o s e  taxes ,  inci­
d en ta l ly ,  s u p p o r t  the  p u b l ic  s c h j o l s ) .  But y o u  c o u l d n ’t b e  m o r e  m is ­
ta ken ,  a s  a s so c ia te  p ro fe s s o r  o' h i s to ry  a n d  b u s in e s s  a d m in i s t r a t io n  
a t  G ro v e  City College ,  J o h n  A. S p a r k s ,  p o in ts  o u t  in  h is  e v a lu a t io n .  
On the  c o n t r a r y ,  w h e n  the  a u t h o r  s p e a k s  of " m o r e  e q u a l  in c o m e d is ­
t r ib u t io n ,” rev iew er  S p a r k s  a s k s :  " A n d  h o w  is th is  to  be a c c o m p lish e d ?  
By e n c o u r a g i n g  c a p i ta l  a c c u m u la t io n  a n d  th e re b y  m a k i n g  all w o rk e rs  
m o r e  p r o d u c t iv e  a n d  p r o s p e r o u s ?  N o .  P e te rson  is a d v o c a t in g  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  re d is t r ib u t io n  p r o g r a m s  of  t a x in g  a n d  t r a n s f e r r in g  w ea lth  a n d  
in c o m e .” In  o th e r  w o rd s ,  the  chief so -ca lled  " E le m en ts” in  this text a r e  
th o se  of the  social ist ,  c e n t r a l - p la n n in g  v iew  of  e c o n o m ic  po licy .

T h e n  th e re  a r e  s o m e th in g  ca lled  " v a lu e s  c la r i f ica t io n  k i ts "  deve loped  
b y  S idney  S im on ,  p r o fe s s o r  o f  e d u c a t io n  a t  the U n iv e r s i ty  of M a s s a ­
chuse tts .  T h e y  a r e  d es ig n ed  to  help  s tu d e n ts  d i s c o v e r  the ir  o w n  v a lu es .  
W h i le  m a n y  te a c h e rs  a r c  deficient in g r a m m a r  a n d  c o m p o s i t io n ,  m os t  
recent g r a d u a t e s  o f  sc h o o ls  o f  e d u c a t io n  a r e  f a m i l ia r  with S im o n ’s 
v a lu e s  c la r i f ica t io n  m e th o d s ,  w hich  u se  m o r a l  d i le m m a s  in  the interest 
o f  te a c h in g  c h i ld re n  "h o w  v a lu e s  w o rk . "  A m o n g  the exercises  is the 
v e n t in g  o f  feelings b y  o n e  s tu d e n t  to w a r d  u n o th e r  be fo re  the  c l a s s r o o m ,  
fo llow ed b y  a  ro le  revc rsn l .  T e a c h e rs  a r e  t a u g h t  n o t  to  instill a n y  
p a r t i c u l a r  v a lu e s  in c h i ld ren  for  th e re  a re  n o  " r ig h t"  v a lu es ,  b u t  to  
g u id e  them  to w a r d  the ir  o w n  v a lu e s  r e g a r d i n g  m o r a l  d i l e m m a s  a b o u t  
ly in g ,  chea t!  .g o r  s tea l ing .  A typ ica l  m o r a l  d i l e m m a  u sed  a s  a  teach­
in g  exerc ise  in Values and Teaching b y  L o u is  E. R a th s ,  M e rr i l l  H a r -  
m in  a n d  S idney  B. S im o n  m ig h t  b e  the fo l lo w in g  m u lt ip le  choice  
qu e s t io n :

" U n d e r  w h a t  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  w o u ld  you  t ry  to  p a s s  a  toll m a c h in e  
w ith o u t  p a y i n g  the  fee? — O nly  if I w ere  c e r ta in  th a t  I w o u ld  n o t  be 
c a u g h t .  _  if I felt 1 h a d  a  g o o d  c h a n c e  of  n o t  ge t t ing  c a u g h t .  — N ever,
u n d e r  a n y  c i rc u m s ta n c e s  O n ly  if I needed  the  m o n e y  d esp e ra te ly ,  like
fo r  fum lly  fo o d  su p p l ie s .” 2-*

T h e  level o f  the  p h i lo s o p h y  o f  those  w h o s e  ideas  d o m in a te  the 
sc h o o ls  is sh o w n  in a n  ar t ic le  b y  S im o n  w hich  a p p e a r e d  in Scholastic 
Teacher (Oct. 19 7 4 ) .  D ep lo r in g  the neglect of s tu d e n ts ’ " s k in  h u n g e r  
needs ,"  S im o n  s u g g e s ts  d e v e lo p in g  " s k in  s t ra te g ie s "  fo r  th e  c l a s s r o o m s  
in c lu d in g  tem ple  m a s s a g e s  a n d  b a c k  rubs!

E x a m in a t i o n  of  these a n d  o th e r  sc h o o l  t e x tb o o k s  u n d  te a c h e r  gu id e s  
is a  d isq u ie t in g  exerc ise  in m o r e  w a y s  t h a n  one,  b e c a u s e  the p ro l i f e ra ­
tion  of  n o n - a c a d e m ic  m a te r ia l  ind ica tes  thu t  s o m e  a c a d e m ic  m a te r ia l s  
h a v e  been  rep laced . T o  m a k e  tim e to  p r o b e  s tu d e n ts '  v a lu e s  a n d  feel­
ings,  a  t r a d i t io n a l  sub jec t  m u s t  be red u ced  o r  squeezed  o u t  o f  the c u r ­
r ic u lu m  entire ly .  T h e  s a m e  is t rue  o f  a s s ig n e d  r e a d in g  in  the sch o o ls .  
T h e  m o r e  t im e sp e n t  o n  a s s ig n e d  f iction a b o u t  tccn u g c  p r e g n a n c y ,  
d r u g  a d d ic t i o n  a n d  o th e r  so c ia l  p r o b le m s ,  the less  the re  is  fo r  r e a d in g  
the  g r e a t  b o o k s  of  w es te rn  c iv i l iza t ion .  I n  the  s h o r t  r u n ,  y o u n g s te r s



will suffer  f ro m  a  m e d io c re  e d u c a t io n  a s  a  result .  But, in the l o n g  r u n ,  
a  c iv i l iz a t io n  w h ich  p e rs is ts  in i g n o r in g  its g r e a t  w o r k s  b y  w i th h o ld in g  
them  f ro m  its sc h o o l  c h i ld ren  c a n n o t  h o p e  to  su r v iv e  for  long .  A  n u m ­
b er  o f  a u th o r i t ie s  h a v e  no ted  the l in k a g e  between the  s tu d y  o f  g o o d  
b o o k s  w ith  the s u r v iv a l  o f  c iv il iza t ion ,  a m o n g  them  Russell K irk .  ^5 
T he  p u r p o s e  o f  l i te ra ry  cu l tu re ,  he  s a y s ,  i s ’"the g u a r d i n g  a n d  a d v a n c e ­
m en t o f  the p e r m a n e n t  th in g s ,  t h r o u g h  the  p o w e r  o f  the w o rd . "  T o  
reject h u m a n e  letters " is  a n  ac t  o f  ch i ld ish  im p a t ie n ce  a n d  a r r o g a n c e .  
T h e  co n s e q u e n c e s  of th a t  rejection  a r c  n o t  restric ted  to ju v e n i le  y e a r s ,  
b u t  m a y  e n d u r e  :o  the end  of life. W h e n  the  g r e a t  b o o k s  a r e  rorgot '.en  
o r  b u r n t  — w h y ,  rs G eo rg e  Orwell r e m in d s  u s  in  1984, 'H e r e  co m es  
the c h o p p e r  to ch c  j off y o u r  h e a d . ’ "

W h e n  in v e s t ig a t in g  w h a t  the  s c h o o .s  a r e  te a c h .n g  it is im p e ra t iv e  
to  a s k  a lso :  w h a t  a^e  the s c h o o ls  n o t  te a c h in g ?
DECLINE IN WRITING SKILLS

T h e  r a d ic a l  decline in s tu d e n ts ’ ab i l i ty  to  ex p re ss  them se lves  in w ri t­
ing  is c a u s in g  e d u c a to r s  s o m e  w o r r y .  T h e  fact th a t  s tu d e n ts  a r e  in c re as ­
ing ly  in c o h eren t  in the ir  w r i t in g  m a y  be ev id en c e  of  a  d ec rease  in their  
ab i l i ty  to  th in k  log ical ly .  T h e  r u n -o n  sentences,  incoheren t  p a r a g r a p h s  
a n d  g e n e ra l  a w k w a r d n e s s  in s tu d e n t  w r i t in g  tests a d m in is te r e d  b y  the 
N a t i o n a l  A ssessm en t of E d u c a t io n a l  IY ogress  are ,  h ow ever ,  a c c o r d in g  
to  o p t im is ts ,  s im p ly  ev idence  th a t  s tu d e n ts  h a v e  n o t  b een  t a u g h t  the 
m e c h a n ic s  of w riting .  A n N A E P  s tu d y  of the tests s ta tes  tha t ,  "All of 
these c h a n g e s  po in t  to  a  m o v e m e n t  a w a y  f ro m  es ta b l ish e d  w r i t in g  
c o n v e n t io n s  to w a r d  th o se  o f  w ritten  d i s c o u r s e . . . .M o r e  17 y e a r  o ld s  m a y  
be  w r i t in g  a s  th e y  s p e a k . " 26

In r e s p o n s e  to rev e a le d  s tu d en t  deficiencies s o m e  s c h o o ls  h a v e  in ­
s tituted w r i t in g  p r o g r a m s  to  m a k e  u p  fo r  y e a r s  o f  neglect in such  
a r e a s  a s  c o m p o s i t io n  a n d  g r a m m a r .  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  m a n y  te ac h ers  a r c  
no t e q u ip p e d  to  teach  to meet u p g r a d e d  s t a n d a r d s .  In  s o m e  c a se s  tech­
n o lo g ic a l  in n o v a t io n  is c o u p le d  with ::n a t te m p t  to im p r o v e  s t a n d a r d s  
a n d  the resu lts  a r e  no t co ns truc t ive .  An e x a m p le  o c c u r re d  in a  V irg in ia  
sc h o o l  d istric t w here  t h o u s a n d s  of  d o l l a r s  w ere  sp e n t  o n  d ic ta p h o n e  
m a c h in e s  to a s s is t  s tu d e n ts  in  w ri t ing .  In s p o k e n  l a n g u a g e  they r e a d *  
the ir  th o u g h ts  in to  the m a ch in e ,  w hich  then  rep e a ts  b a c k  to  th e m  their  
w o r d s  to  be  cop ied ,  com ple te  with  e r r o r s ,  a s  e s say s .

117;// Street Journal co lu m n is t ,  V e r m o n t  R o y s te r  ( Dec. 4 , 1 9 7 4 )  d is ­
tu rb e d  o v e r  the n u m b e r  of " a d a p t e d "  c lass ics  he fo u n d  in  his du  g h te r ’s 
schoo l,  refers to  the in telligent s tu d e n ts  w h o  a r e  u n a b le  to  e x p re s s  th e m ­
selves a s  " the  h e a r tb r e a k i n g  on es ."  He writes:

"I t  is tru ly  p a in fu l  to w atch  such  s tu d e n ts  s t ru g g le  with r e a d in g  und  
f lo u n d e r  a s  they t ry  to e x p re s s  the ir  th o u g h ts .  T h e  p a i n  Is in k n o w in g  
th a t  a n  intelligent y o u n g  p e r s o n  h a s  been chea ted  of  w h a t  o u g h t  to be  
his  e d u c a t io n a l  b i r th r ig h t ,  a n  u n d e r s t a n d in g  of  his  o w n  l a n g u a g e . ”

T h o s e  w h o  d e b u n k  the te ac h in g  of  l a n g u a g e  a n d  p o in t  lo  the  a s c e n d ­
an c y  o f  electronic c o m m u n ic a t io n s  a s  a  r e a s o n  fo r  d e -e m p h as iz in g  
r e a d in g  a n d  w ri t ing ,  ru n  the r isk  no t o n ly  of  c r e a t in g  a  g e n e r a t io n  of 
fu n c t io n a l  ill iterates bu t  o f  d e p r iv in g  s tu d e n ts  o f  the set o f  s y m b o l s  tha t  
m a k e s  log ica l  th in k in g  poss ib le .  /Vs R o y s te r  no tes ,  " th o se  to  w h o m  w ri t­
ten l a n g u a g e  is a  m y s te ry  find, l ike s o m e  p r im i t iv e  people ,  thu t  the 
w orld  itself is a  m y s te ry ."  W ith o u t  a  f irm  g r u s p  o n  l a n g u a g e  m a n  c a n ­
no t u r r a n g e  in his  m in d  the s y m b o l s  fo r  id e a s  a n d  th in g s  w h ich  en ­
a b le  h im  to  th ink  c lea r ly ,  u  p re re q u is i te  fo r  c o h e re n t  w ri t ing .  P ro fesso r

D o n a ld  R. Tuttle  d escr ibes  the im p l ic a t io n s  of  c o n t in u e d  d e t e r io r a t i o n  of  
l a n g u a g e  skil ls  fo r  w to ie rn  c iv il iza t ion :

" W o r d s  h a v e  been  the  c h a n n e l  of m a n ’s th o u g h ts ,  the e m b o d im e n t  o f  
h is  sp ir it ,  the in te rp re te r  of h is  e m o t io n s ,  the b a s i s  of h is  society, the 
chief o f  h is  w e a p o n s  a g a in s t  the b a r r i e r s  o f  sp a c e  a n d  the  r a v a g e s  of 
time. W i th o u t  l a n g u a g e ,  m a n  w o u ld  b e  b u t  the m o s t  m is e r a b le  of  
b e a s ts ,  h is  p o w e r  o f  reflective th o u g h t ,  h is  g rea te s t  reso u rce ,  a s  im ­
p o te n t  a s  if it n ev e r  h a d  b e e n ." 27

P o o r ly  e q u ip p e d  with l a n g u a g e  skil ls ,  the  new b ree d  of  s tu d e n t  is 
d o o m e d  to  d ep e n d  o n  the im a g in a t io n  o f  the lis tener  o r  the r e a d e r  to  
fill in the g a p s  of " y o u  k n o w  w h a t  I m e a n "  o r  " i t ’s l ik e . . .y o u  k n o w ."  
P ro d u c ts  o f  p o o r  s c h o o l in g  s t . u g g le  to ex te rn a l ize  th e i r  th o u g h ts  
t h r o u g h  a  s m a l l  n u m b e r  of r a th e r  pitiful p h r a s e s .  T h e  in c essa n t  repeti­
t io n  of a  slim  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  f o u r  letter w o r d s  a m o n g  co l lege  s tuden ts  
g r o w s  p e r h a p s  less ou t  o f  the des ire  to  sh o c k  th a n  f rom  the fact th a t  
s tu d e n ts  h a v e n ’t o th e r  w o rd s  with w hich  to  e x p re s s  them se lves .

T h o s e  w h o  teach  fo re ign  l a n g u a g e s  to  co l lege  s tu d e n ts  a r e  often 
faced  with  s tu d e n ts  in c a p a b le  of  l e a r n in g  a n o t h e r  l a n g u a g e  b ec au se  
th e y  h a v e n ’t m a s te re d  the ir  ow n .  A  g l o s s a r y  at the  en d  of  a  sh o r t  
s to r y  b y  T h o m a s  M a n n  is o f  n o  benefit to  the  s tu d e n t  w h o  k n o w s  
ne i the r  the m e a n in g  of  the G e r m a n  w o rd  n o r  of its E n g l i sh  e q u i v a l e n t

T h o s e  sc h o o l  sy s tem s  w hich  p u r p o r t  to  teach  " c o m m u n ic a t io n  skil ls"  
in s tea d  o f  E n g lish  b u t  fail to p r o d u c e  l i te ra te  g r a d u a te s ,  a r c  not l iv in g  
u p  to  the  p r o m is e  imolicit in  the title o f  the  subject. In s tead  of  te ac h in g  
s tu d e n ts  a  m e a n s  fo r  c o m m u n ic a t io n ,  the s c h o o ls  a r e  p r o d u c in g  ind i­
v id u a l s  in c a p a b le  of  e x p re s s in g  to a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  a  s e n sa t io n ,  a n  
idea ,  a  n u a n c e  of a  feeling, o r  a n y th in g  w h a t s o e v e r  th a t  is n o t  en t ire ly  
concrete .  T h e  d e n ig ra t io n  of  l a n g u a g e  b y  the  sc h o o ls  s e v e rs  a  m a n  
f ro m  h is  th o u g h ts ,  se v e rs  o n e  h u m a n  b e in g  f rom  the next,  a n d  is a  
s e r io u s  step to w a r d  the c re a t io n  of  a  h a n d i c a p p e d  society.

HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES
T h e  N ew  Y o rk  Times ( M u y  2-4, 197(5) A m e r ic a n  H is to ry ,  K n o w l­

edge , u n d  A ttitude S u rvey ,  a d m in is te re d  to  1 ,8 5 6  co l lege f re sh m e n  o n  
194 U.S. c a m p u s e s ,  c. ow ed  th a t  o n e - th i rd  of  the  r e s p o n d e n ts  t h o u g h t  
the  chief a im  of c o lo n ia l  r e s is tan ce  o n  the eve  of  the R ev o lu t io n  w as  
r e p re s e n ta t io n  in P a r l ia m e n t  r a th e r  t h a n  se lf- taxation .

C o l u m b ia  p ro fe s s o r  W il l iam  I .e u ch te n h e rg  s a id  of  the test results: 
" T h e  m a in  c o n c lu s io n  o n e  m u s t  d r a w  is u n m is ta k a b le :  th a t  th is  g r o u p  
of  s tu d e n ts  k n o w s  r e m a r k a b l y  little A m e r ic a n  h is to ry .  T h e i r  k n o w l­
ed g e  of  the  C o lo n ia l  p e r io d  is p r im it ive .  T w o - th i rd s  d o  no* h a v e  the 
fogg ies t  n o t io n  of - J ac k so n ia n  D em ocracy .  Less th a n  h a l f  v . e n  k n o w  
thu t W o o d r o w  W i ls o n  w a s  P res iden t d u r in g  W o r ld  W a r  I. if th is  is the 
s la te  o f  k n o w le d g e  of  A m e r ic a n  h is to ry ,  w h a t  c a n  o n e  a n t ic ip a te  a b o u t  
k n o w le d g  of  the h is to ry  of the rest o f  the  w o r ld ?"

T h e  t r a d i t io n a l  ro le  of the  g o o d  h is to ry  te ac h e r  is to  w euve  d a tes  
in to  a  m e a n in g fu l  w h o le  a s  m iles tones  m a r k i n g  h ig h  p o in ts  in a n  ex­
c i t ing  u n d  t ru e  s to ry .  Instead ,  te a c h e rs  to d a y  a r e  in c re a s in g ly  d is c o u n t­
in g  h istoric):]  fuels. P e rh a p s  ty p ic a l  is the N ew  J e r s e y  e d u c a t o r  ( r e ­
p o r te d  b y  C B E  Bulletin, F eb .  1 9 7 6 )  w h o  sa id :  " W e  teuch h i s to ry  a s  a  
so c ia l  science with eco n o m ic ,  po li t ica l ,  soc ia l ,  b c h u v io ru i ,  a n d  geo ­
g r a p h ic a l  ru m lf lca t lo n s .  N o  lo n g e r  d o  y o u  get a  c h r o n o lo g i c a l  lis t  y o u  
h a v e  to  m e m o r iz e  — the 100  G re a t  D ates .  W h o  r e m e m b e r s  th em ?"
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W ill ia m  V. S h a n n o n  o f  m e N ew  Y o rk  Times (A u g .  2 9 ,  1 9 7 5 )  co n ­
s id e rs  the  d e b u n k i n g  o f  h i s to ry  a s  o n e  m o r e  e x p r e s s io n  of  the  anti- 
in te l lec tua lism  w h ich  h e  f inds  ty p ic a l  o f  e d u c a to r s :

" T h e  e v i s c e ra t io n  o f  h i s to ry  is p a r t  o f  the  pe rs is ten t  d e b a s e m e n t  o f  
s e r io u s  e d u c a t io n  b y  ' e d u c a t o r s ’ w h o  r e a l ly  believe th a t  the  g re a t  
m a jo r i t y  o f  s tu d e n ts  a r e  in c a p a b le  of  l e a r n i n g  a n y t h in g  m o r e  difficult 
t h a n  they  th e m se lv es  c a r e d  to le a rn .  W h a t  these  e d u c a to r s  h a v e  d o n e  
to  d r iv e  h i s to ry  o u t  o f  the  c u r r ic u lu m ,  they  h a v e  a l so  d o n e  to  an c ien t  
a n d  m o d e r n  l a n g u a g e s  a n d  to  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a tu re ."

' I h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t io n  A sso c ia t io n  h a s  p la y e d  a  k ey  ro le  in  d e ­
g r a d i n g  the  level o f  e d u c a t io n  in m o s t  su b je c 's .  N E A  b i o g r a p h e r  E d g a r  
B. W esley  d esc r ib es  in  h is  b o o k  A:EA: The First Hundred Years how  
the  N E A  s tee red  y o u n g  p eo p le  a w a y  f ro m  c la ss ica l  sub jec ts  to w a r d  
th o se  th a t  be t te r  m et so c ie ty 's  " n e e d s ”. T h e  im p a c t  o f  this  v iew  u p o n  
e d u c a t io n  is a p t ly  d esc r ib ed  b y  f o r m e r  C o l u m b ia  p r o f e s s o r  J a c q u e s  
Barzun-**:

" V a g u e n e s s  is b o u n d  to  p r e v a i l  w h en  the  a im  o f  the sc h o o l  is no  
lo n g e r  in s t ru c t io n  in sub jects ,  b u t  e d u c a t io n  in a t t i tudes  to  m eet the 
needs  o f  life. F r o m  the  p re m is e  th a t  life d e m a n d s  o th e r  q u a l i t ie s  th a n  
l e a r n in g ,  w hich  is t ru e  a n d  im p o r ta n t ,  w e  h a v e  c o m e  to  the  c o n c lu s io n  
th a t  in  a  sc h o o l  s c h o la s t ic  ab i l i ty  a n d  s c h o la s t ic  sub jec ts  a r e  indecent 
a n d  o u g h t  to  b e  d isgu ised .* ..W hile  b io lo g y  a n d  a l g e b r a  a r e  m a d e  
genteel,  p la y -a c t in g  g o e s  o n  w ith  ' l i v in g  p r e d ic a m e n ts , ’ ' p a n o r a m a s , ’ 
' j u n i o r  to w n  m e e t in g s , ’ a n d  ' r e s e a r c h  p ro je c ts , ’ all o f  w h ich  c a n  be 
u sed  in m a n y  d irec t io n s ,  like a  t r a n s fe r  o n  a  busline .  T h e  d o g m a  
g o es  far:  a  y e a r  a g o  -w so ,  a  g o o d  p a r o c h i a l  h ig h  sc h o o l  in the  M id ­
dle W est w a s  t a k e n  off the  a c c r c d iU  ion  list b e c a u s e  it d id  n o t  offer 
H o m e  E c o n o m ic s  a n d  In d u s t r ia l  Arts. T h e se  la s t - n a m e d  sub jec ts  a re  
n o  d o u b t  im p o r ta n t ,  a n d  to  so m e ,  w h o  will s h o r t l y  b e c o m e  w ives  a n d  
m a c h in is ts ,  v e r y  im p o r ta n t .  But to  a r g u e  th a t  th e y  a r e  a  n e c e s sa ry  p a r t  
ol the  c u r r i c u lu m  to a  c o m m u n i ty  th a t  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  them  s h o w s  the 
d is ta n c e  t r a v e le d  s ince J e f f e r s o n ’s a n d  F r a n k l i n ’s n a iv e  belief t f  » 
p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  w ere  fo r  s p r e a d in g  l i t e r a c y .”

In the p u r s u i t  o f  " r e l e v a n c e ” s tu d e n ts  l e a r n  so c ia l - s tu d ie s  m a te r i a l  in 
a  th e m a t ic a l ly  r a th e r  t h a n  c h r o n o lo g ic a l ly  o r d e r e d  p a t te rn .  T h e  resu lt  
is th a t  s tu d e n ts  m a y  be e x p o s e d  to  b la c k  h i s to r y  o r  the  s to r y  o f  w o­
m e n 's  r ig h ts  f ro m  the S a le m  witch t r ia l s  u p  to  the  E q u a l  R igh ts  A m e n d ­
m ent.  while  r e m a in in g  u n f a m i l i a r  with the  facts  s u r r o u n d i n g  the W a r  of 
In d ep e n d en ce  o r  the C iv il  W a r .  In s te a d  of  s tu d y i n g  the  d e ta i l s  o f  a  
g iv e n  p e r io d  o f  h is to ry ,  s tu d e n ts  m a y  be d irec ted  to p u r s u e  the them e 
of  " R e v o lu t io n "  in ;dl its f o rm s  ( fo r  e x a m p le :  in d u s t r ia l ,  M a rx i s t ,  
F re n c h ) ,  c a u s i n g  them  lo c o v e r  ce n tu r ie s  a n d  co n t in en ts  a t  a  fast clip 
a n d  fre q u en t ly  l e a v in g  th e m  with a  v e r y  b l u r r e d  idea  o f  w h a t  a c tu a l ly  
h a p p e n e d  a t  a  specific t im e in  h is to ry .

T h e  soc ia l  s tu d ie s  a p p r o a c h  is o f ten  m in d - d e a d e n in g  a s  it w h isks  
s tu d e n ts  su p e rf ic ia l ly  o v e r  a  w ide  r a n g e  o f  t im e a n d  g e o g r a p h y ,  lo o se ­
ly co n n ec ted  b y  a n  e lu s iv e  theme. U s in g  the  i n q u i r y  m e th o d  the  s tu d e n t  
d o e s  n o t  s im p ly  l e a rn  a  b o d y  of  k n o w le d g e  b u t ,  in the s ty le  o f  a  soc ia l  
scientist, q u e s t io n s  the  d a t a  a tu l  d r a w s  c o n c lu s io n s  f ro m  them . F e d e ra l  
a id  h a s  p la y e d  a  m a j o r  ro le  in the p r o m o t i o n  of  the s o c io lo g ic a l  a p ­
p r o a c h  to  w h a t  u se d  to  be  h is to ry ,  g e o g r a p h y  u n d  g o v e rn m e n t .  De­
sc r ib in g  the  c o n c o m i t a n t  p r e o c c u p a t io n  with so c ia l  needs  o f  the  d a y ,  a  
New Y o rk  7Y /nes (A pr .  3C, 1 9 7 2 )  u n u ly s i s  o f  so c ia l  s tu d ie s  s ta tes :
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" L a r g e ly  a s  a n  o u tg ro w th  o f  such  d e v e lo p m e n ts ,  a  d iffuse b u t  m a s ­
sive  a n d  n a t io n a l ly  b a s e d  c u r r ic u lu m  d e v e lo p m e n t  effort w a s  u n d e r ­
t a k e n  in the e a r ly  s ix t ies  b y  n u m e r o u s  teachers ,  a c a d e m ic s  a n d  c u r ­
r ic u lu m  specia lis ts .  T h e  federa l g o v e r n m e n t  p o u r e d  m il l io n s  o f  d o l l a r s  
in to  li te ra l ly  dozens  o f  such  p ro jec ts .  T h e  re su l t in g  new m a te r i a l s  a r c  
o n ly  n o w  b u r s t in g  fully  u p o n  the  e d u c a t io n a l  scene a s  v i r tu a l ly  e v e ry  
te x tb o o k  p u b l is h e r  in the c o u n t ry  a d o p t s  the c o n c e p t -a n d - in q u iry  a p ­
p r o a c h  a t  leas t  in p a r t . ”

T h e  im p a c t  o f  fede ra l  a id  o n  the  d i s s e m in a t io n  o f  soc ia l  s tud ies  cur-  
r i r u l a  c a n n o t  be  u n d e re s t im a te d .  F e d e ra l  a id  to  e d u c a t io n  b e g a n  in 
s ig n i f ic a n t  d o se s  a s  recently  a s  the m id - 1 9 6 0 's  a s  p a r t  o f  the  G re a t  
Socie ty  p r o g r a m .  It h a s  since then  m o r e  t h a n  d o u b le d  f ro m  S2 b il l ion  
in 1 9 6 6  to m o r e  th a n  S5  b il l ion  a s  of this  w ri t ing .  B e g in n in g  in  19 6 5  
r e g io n a l  l a b o r a to r i e s  fo r  e d u c a t io n a l  re se a rc h  w e re  es tab l ish ed  to  p r o ­
v id e  federa l  fu n d s  for h ig h  level e d u c a t io n  s tu d ie s .29 T h e  fact th a t  
m o r e  m o n e y  to  p a y  fo r  su c h  s tud ies  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  th a n  there  were  
g o o d  id e as  to  re se a rc h  m a y  be a t  the r o o t  o f  so m e  of  o u r  e d u c a t io n a l  
p r o b le m s  to d a y .  A n u m b e r  o f  d u b io u s  p sy c h o lo g ic a l  theories ,  deve l­
o p e d  with  the help of  federa l  funds ,  w ere  tu rn e d  in to  e d u c a t io n a l  m e th ­
o d s  "or a p p l ic a t io n  in the  schools .

Since 1967 ,  the t a x p a y e r  s u p p o r te d  N a t i o n a l  Science F o u n d a t i o n  
h a s  been  influential in  the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  sc h o o l  c u r r ic u la ,  u n d e r  
leg is la t io n  p e rm i t t in g  it to d ip  in to  " so c ia l  science” studies. T h i s  S800-  
m i l l io n -a -y e a r  in d e p en d e n t  fede ra l  a g e n c y  sp e n t  m il l io n s  to  la u n c h  the 
"new  m a th "  p r o g r a m  which, o v e r  a  d ec ad e  la te r ,  is still in sc h o o ls  
n a t io n w id e .  N S F  a l s o  spen t o v e r  $7  m il l io n  to  d e v e lo p  a  f ifth-and 
s ix th -g r a d e  soc ia l  s tud ies  c o u r s e  ca lled  Man: A Course o f Study o r  
M A C O S .

W ith  federa l funds,  M A C O S  fo u n d  its w a y  in to  1 ,7 0 0  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls  
a c r o s s  the co u n t ry .  T h r o u g h  book le ts ,  p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  film s s tu d e n ts  
t a k in g  M A C O S  a r c  in t ro d u c e d  to  ad u l te ry ,  wife sw a p p in g ,  c a n n ib a l i s m ,  
m u r d e r ,  fem ale  infanticide , a n d  senilicidc. In  the  interest o f  c u l tu r a l  
r e la t iv is m  p u p i ls  a r e  m a d e  to  lo o k  a t  g r is ly  a n i m a l  d e a th s  a n d  a r e  
e n c o u r a g e d  to  c o n s id e r  the w a y s  of  o n e  o f  the m o s t  p r im i t iv e  h u m a n  
g r o u p s  o n  e a r th  a s  ju s t  a n o t h e r  life style. T h e  a u t h o r s  a d o p t  a  n e u t r a l  
tone, e x p r e s s in g  n o  e m p a th y  fo r  the suffe rings  of  the m a n y  v ic tim s  
f ea tu re d  in this  soc ia l  s tud ies  course .  In s tea d  o f  le a r n in g  h i s to r y  a n d  
g e o g r a p h y ,  u n d e r  M :A C O S  schoo l tim e is d evo ted  to  the s tu d y  o f  the  
life cyc les  of se v era l  a n i m a l  g r o u p s ,  w h ich  a r e  then  c o m p a r e d  to  the 
h a b i t s  o f  the  Nctsilik  E sk im o .  Peter P. Dow d esc r ib es  the  p u r p o s e  of 
the co u rse :

" W e  h o p e  thic c o u r s e  will a w a k e n  in c h i ld re n  a n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  the 
fact th a t  w h a t  we r e g a r d  a s  ac ce p ta b le  b e h a v io r  is a  p r o d u c t  o f  o u r  
cu l tu re .  C h i ld re n  m u s t  l e a rn  th a t  th e ir  j u d g m e n ts  o f  o th e rs  a r e  s h a p e d  
b y  the  cu l tu re  in which w e live .”

As a  result  of C o n g r e s s io n a l  o p p o s i t io n ,  n o ta b ly  f ro m  f o rm e r  A riz­
o n a  R epresen ta t ive  J o h n  B. C o n la n ,  to  M A C O S ,  N S F ’s c u r r ic u lu m  
d e v e lo p m e n t  b u d g e t  fo r  1977  w a s  cu t f ro m  a  req u es ted  $ 4  m il l ion  to  
$1 .4  m illion .  T h is  uffected s o m e w h a t  d i s s e m in a t io n  p r o g r a m s  to  p r o ­
m o te  a  h ig h  sc h o o l  sequel  to M :A C O S  ca lled  Exploring Human Nature 
w hich  N S F  sp e n t  $ 2 .5  m il l io n  to deve lop .  A  1 9 7 5  N S F  g r a n t  to  the 
E d u c a t io n a l  D ev e lo p m e n t  C enter,  w hich  dev e lo p e d  b o th  so c ia l  s tu d ie s  
c u r r ic u la ,  w en t t o w a r d  a  se ries  o f  p r o m o t io n  con fe rences  to  t r a in  loca l-
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sc h o o l  a d m in i s t r a to r s  a n d  te a c h e r s  in  h o w  to u s e  M:ACOS a n d  its 
sequel.  Exploring Human Xaturc fea tu re s  a  genetic  view of h u m a n  
b e h a v io r .  T he  te a c h e r 's  gu id e  s u g g e s ts  " m o r a l  d i l e m m a s ” fo r  d e a l in g  
with  su c h  issues a s  p o p u la t i o n  co n t ro l .  T h e  s tu d e n ts  a r e  faced  with a  
ch o ice  between r e d u c in g  b i r th s  o r  in c re a s in g  d e a th s .  T he  g u id e  s ta tes:

"A s  the  p o p u la t io n  c r u n c h  b ec o m e s  m o r e  severe  a n d  u s  m o r e  is 
l e a r n e d  a b o u t  the  genetic  b a s i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  h u m a n  tra i ts ,  it is l ikely 
th a t  the re  will be  in c re a s in g  a d v o c a c y  o f  v a r i o u s  so r ts  of eugen ic  
m e a s u r e s . . . . I t  will be p r o p o s e d . . . t h a t  soc ie ty  identify  w h a t  a r e  th o u g h t  
to  be  the m o s t  bencficia i a n d  m o s t  h a r m f u l  ex is t in g  genes,  a n d  th a t  
polic ies then  be inst itu ted  to  p r o m o te  w id e s p re a d  re p ro d u c t io n  o f  the 
fo rm e r ,  w hile  the  la t te r  a r e  sy s te m a t ic a l ly  cu l led  o u t . ” 31

By a t te n d in g  s c h o o ls  w h e re  the  fa c tu a l  a p p r o a c h  to h i s to ry  is ig ­
n o r e d  in f a v o r  o f  so c io lo g y ,  s tu d e n ts  a r e  b e in g  d e p r iv e d  o f  w h a t  in the 
p a s t  w a s  c o n s id e re d  the  f u n d a m e n ta l  fru it  o f  e d u c a t io n  — a n  u n d e r ­
s t a n d in g  o f  the ir  ow n  cu l tu re  b y  s tu d y i n g  its p a s t .  S tu d en ts  ’g n o r a n t  of 
h i s to r y  a r e  cu t  off f ro m  the ir  p a s t  a n d  th u s  v u ln e r a b l e  to the  seductive  
p o w e r  o f  ev e ry  p a s s in g  fad .  m o r a l ,  so c ia l ,  e conom ic ,  a n d  political.  Such 
in d iv id u a l s  will suffer f ro m  w h a t  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  b a s ic  e d u c a t io n  ca ll  
"collective a m n e s i a ” 33 a s  they g r o p e  b l in d ly  in to  the  fu tu re  w ith o u t  the 
benefit  o f  " g u id e p o s ts  o f  p re c e d e n t” to  help  s h a p e  their  cou rse .  F o r  
these " h i s to r y le s s ” in d iv id u a ls ,  e q u ip p e d  o n ly  w ith  the m e th o d s  of 
s o c io lo g y ,  c u r r e n t  a f fa irs  a r c  n o t  co n nec ted  w ith  the f re q u en tly  repetitive 
s to r y  of  m a n k i n d  b u t  r e m a in  ob jec ts  o f  p e rp e tu a l  aw e. U n a b le  to  a n t i ­
c ip a te  the  c o n seq u e n ces  o f  po li t ica l  o r  soc ia l  o r  m o r a l  o r  ec o n o m ic  
a c t io n s  b e c a u s e  o f  th is  se v e ra n c e  w ith  the  p a s t ,  the  p ro d u c ts  o f  the 
" h i s to ry le s s "  cu l tu re  will p r o v e  to  b e  u n e n l ig h te n e d  v o te r s  in  the deepes t 
sense  of the  w ord .

MATHEMATICS

A series  o f  dec lines  in b a s ic  m a t h  test s c o re s  h a v e  d is i l lu s ioned  
m a n y  r e g a r d i n g  the v a r i e ty  o f  in n o v a t iv e  m e th o d s  lo o se ly  labelled  
"n e w  m a th "  w hich  h a s  been p r e d o m i n a n t  in the  sc h o o ls  s ince  the e a r ly  
1 9 6 0 ‘s. D eve loped  b y  the la te  M a x  B ie r b a u m  (b e fo re  h is  d e a th  he 
r e p u d ia te d  h is  o w n  in n o v a t io n ) ,  new m a th  e m p h a s iz e s  the im p o r ta n c e  
of understanding m a th  theory .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  to  l e a r n  the th e o ry  b e h in d  
c o m p u ta t io n ,  s tu d e n ts  a r e  t a u g h t  th a t  2 + 3 = 3 + 2, not b e c a u s e  b o th  
e q u a l  five, b u t  b e c a u s e  " the  c o m m u ta t iv e  law  of  a d d i t io n  h o ld s .” S tu­
d en ts  w h o  h a v e  le a rn e d  th is  v e r b a l  d i s c u s s io n  of b a s i c  a r i thm etic  often 
c a n n o t  m u l t ip ly  two n u m b e r s  b e c a u s e  l e a r n in g  m u l t ip l ic a t io n  tab les  by  
ro te  h a s  been  d o -em phas ized  in f a v o r  o f  the " m a s t e r y ” of su c h  theories .

T h e  a n a ly t i c  a p p r o a c h  to  m a th e m a t i c s  m a y  be  o f  so m e  v a lu e  to  the 
s m a l l  n u n  ‘te r  o f  s tu d e n ts  fo r  w h o m  theo re t ica l  m a th e m a t i c s  will be  a  
ca re e r .  But to  p r o m o te  it a t  the  e x p e n s e  of b a s ic  a r i th m e t ic  m e a n s  to 
h a n d i c a p  s tu d e n ts  in the ir  d a i ly  lives  in a  m a n n e r  a n a lo g o u s  to  the 
fa i lu re  of the  sc h o o ls  to  t r a n s m i t  r e a d in g  skills .  M o r r i s  Kline, a u t h o r  
of  Why Johnny Can't Add,33 c o n s id e r s  new m a th  to  be  o f  " u n p r o v e n  
w o r th ."  H e s a y s :

" E v e n  if it w ere  the ideal c u r r i c u lu m  for  the  t r a in in g  o f  m a th e m a t i ­
c i a n s  o n e  co u ld  n o t  b e  conten t.  T h e  new  m a th e m a t ic s  is t a u g h t  to 
e le m e n ta ry  a n d  h ig h  sc h o o l  s tu d e n ts  w h o  will u l t im a te ly  e n te r  in to  the 
full v a r i e ty  of  p ro fe ss io n s ,  b u s in e sse s ,  technical  jo b s ,  a n d  t r a d e s  o r  
b e c o m e  p r i m a r i l y  w ives  a n d  m o th e r s .  Of th e  e le m e n ta ry  schoo l chll-
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d ren ,  n o t  one in  a  th o u s a n d  will b e  a  m a th e m a t i c ia n ;  a n d  o f  the  a c a ­
dem ic  h ig h  s c h o o l  s tuden ts ,  n o t  o n e  in  a  h u n d r e d  will b e  a  m a t h e ­
m a t ic ia n .  C le a r ly  then, a  c u r r ic u lu m  th a t  m ig h t  b e  id e a l  fo r  die t r a i n ­
in g  of  m a th e m a t i c ia n s  w o u ld  still n o t  b e  r ig h t  fo r  these  levels of 
e d u c a t io n . ”

Crit ic ism  of m a th  te ac h in g  m e th o d s  h a s  b ee n  m o u n t i n g  in  the  w a k e  
o f  d e c l in in g  tes t  scores .  E d u c a to r s  r e s p o n d  to  it in  m u c h  tne  s a m e  
m a n n e r  they  d o  to  cr it ic ism  of  the la c k  of r e a d in g  s k i J s .  T h e y  s u g g e s t  
th a t  so la ce  m ig h t  be fo u n d  in  the r e a lm  of  te c h n o lo g y .  J u s t  a s  so m e  
e d u c a t o r s  c la im  that,  s ince  we h a v e  te lev is ion  a n d  o th e r  e lec tron ic  c o m ­
m u n ic a t io n s  m e d ia ,  s tu d e n ts  needn 't  w o rk  s o  h a r d  a t  l e a r n in g  to  rea d ,  
so  d o  m a th  te a c h e rs  n o w  s u g g e s t  he u se  o f  c a l c u l a t o r s  instead of  
l e a r n in g  b as ic  c o m p u ta t io n .  A s tu d y  fu n d e d  b y  the  N a t i o n a l  Science 
F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  co n d u c te d  o v e r  a n  1 8 -m o n th  p e r io d  a s  a  r e s p o n s e  to  
cr i t ic ism  of  m a th  te ac h in g  m e th o d s ,  w a s  p re se n ted  a t  a  1 9 7 5  (Wall 
Street Journal, N o v .  1 4 )  m eeting  of  the C o n fe re n ce  B o a r d s  o f  the 
M a th e m a t ic a l  Sciences. T h e  157  p a g e  r e p o r t  r e c o m m e n d s  th a t :

" . . . b e g in n in g  n o  la te r  th a n  the en d  of the  e igh th  g r a d e ,  a  c a lc u la to r  
s h o u ld  b e  a v a i l a b l e  for  each  m a th e m a t ic s  s tu d e n t  d u r i n g  e a c h  m a th e ­
m a t ic s  c lass .  E a c h  s tu d e n t  s h o u ld  be  p e rm it ted  to  u se  the c a lc u la to r  
d u r i n g  a l l  of h is o r  her  m a th e m a t ic a l  w o rk ,  in c lu d in g  tes ts .”

P ro fesso rs  o f  h ig h e r  m a th e m a t ic s ,  well g r o u n d e d  in m a th  th e o ry ,  
e m p h a s iz e  the im p o r ta n c e  o f  a  b a s ic  ab i l i ty  to  c o m p u te  a s  a  f o u n d a ­
t io n  for  d o in g  m a th e m a t ic s .  T h is  is the  re v e rse  o f  the  se q u en c e  rec o m ­
m e n d e d  b y  "n e w  m a t h ” p r o m o te r s .  J .  J .  Uhl, p r o f e s s o r  o f  m a th e ­
m a tic s  a t  the U n iv e rs i ty  of  Illinois, s a y s ,  " C a lc u l a to r s  w o n ’t r ep la ce  
c o m p u ta t io n a l  skil ls .  T h a t ' s  l ike s a y i n g  now  th a t  we h a v e  wheel c h a i r s  
we d o n ' t  h a v e  to  w a lk  a n y  m ore .  N ew  m a th  e d u c a t o r s  a re  o n  the 
f ro n t ie r s  o f  the ir  know ledge .  B ecause  they  d o n ’t u n d e r s t a n d  the m a th e ­
m a tic s  u p o n  w h ich  the th e o r ie s  a re  b a s e d ,  they  e m p h a s i z e  te rm in o lo g y  
in s tead  o f  te ch n iq u e .”

REACTIONS AND COUNTERMEASURES

E d u c a to r s ,  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  h a v e  p la y e d  d o w n  the  s e r io u s n e s s  of 
th is  w h o le  p r o b le m  of c u m u la t iv e  m e d io c r i ty  in the s c h o o ls .  M c C u r d y  
a n d  Speich  no te  th a t  " the  re la t iv e ly  few s c h o o l  official w h o  concede  
th a t  th e re  is a  dec line  in  s tuden t a c h ie v em e n t  c h a n n e l  the  b la m e  fo r  it 
e v e r y w h e re  b u t  w ith in  the w a lls  o f  the n a t i o n ’s  h ig h  sc h o o ls  a n d  
co l leges .” 3-*

H o w ev er ,  in view of  g r o w in g  d is s a t is fa c t io n  with  the s c h o o l s ’ p e r ­
f o rm a n c e ,  e d u c a to r s  m a y  no t be a b le  to  ig n o re  the  s i tu a t io n  m u c h  
lo n g e r .  A new k in d  o f  la w s u i t  h a s  a t t r a c te d  a t te n t io n  to  the  p ro b le m .  
A h ig h  sc h o o l  g r a d u a t e  sued  the S a n  F r a n c i s c o  s c h o o l  sy s tem  fo r  its 
a l leged  fa i lu re  to  teach  h im  how  to  rea d .  In  New  Y o rk ,  h ig h  schoo l 
g r a d u a t e  E d w a r d  D o n o h u e ,  sued  the C o p i a g u c  sc h o o l  d is tric t for 
$ 5  m il l io n  for " e d u c a t io n a l  m a lp ra c t ic e ."  D esp i te  his  h ig h  sc h o o l  d ip lo ­
m a ,  the u n e m p lo y e d  c a r p e n te r  s a id  h e  c a n n o t  even  r e a d  a  m e n u  p r in te d  
in E n g lish .  35 Of the 1977  g r a d u a t i n g  c la s s  in the  N o r t h e r n  V irg in ia  
s u b u r b s ,  m o s t  o f  w hich  a r e  w e a l th y  b e d r o o m  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  the  n a ­
t io n ’s ca p i ta l ,  tw o  v a l e d ic to r i a n s  s a id  they  w o u ld  h a v e  l iked  to  le a rn  
m o r e  r e a d in g  a n d  w ri t in g  skills.

On a n o t h e r  f ron t,  a  1 9 7 5  G a l lu p  po l l  o f  p a r e n t s  in d ic a te d  th a t  fewer 
t h a n  e v e r  b e fo re  w o u ld  r a t e  the ir  s c h o o ls  A  fo r  excel len t  a n d  th a t  a
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m a jo r i t y  w o u ld  send  the ir  ch i ld re n  to  a  s c h o o l  stric t o n  d isc ip l ine  a n d  
s t r o n g  o n  its e m p h a s i s  o f  the th ree  " R ’s ”.

T h o s e  sc h o o l  sy s tem s ,  h ow ever ,  th a t  a r e  r e a d y  to  u p g r a d e  s t a n d a r d s  
a r e  f a c in g  die v e r y  s e r io u s  p r o b le m  o f  a  g lu t  of te a c h e rs  u n t r a i n e d  to 
teach  b a s ic  skills.  M a n y  a r e  tenured  rec ip ien ts  o f  a n n u a l  p a y  increases ,  
so l id ly  b a c k e d  b y  te a c h e r  u n io n s  in  the ir  r e s is ta n c e  to c h a n g e .  T h e  
N ew  Y o rk  S tate  E d u c a t io n  D e p a r tm e n t ’s a t tem p t  to institu te  co m p eten cy -  
b a s e d  te a c h e r  in s t ru c t io n  met with te a c h e r  u n io n  o p p o s i t io n .  U n d e r  the 
p l a n  e d u c a t io n  s tu d e n ts  get a c a d e m ic  credit  a c c o r d in g  to the ir  m a s te r y  
of specified sk il ls  e x p re sse d  in te a c h in g  s i tu a t io n s .

E l izab e th  W o o te n  C o w a n ,  d i r e c to r  o f  E n g l i s h  p r o g r a m s  fo r  the 
M od- r n  L a n g u a g e  A sso c ia t io n ,  a  b o d y  of  co l lege  p r o fe s s o r s  w h o  su p ­
p o r t  q u a l i t y  e d u c a t io n ,  p o in ts  to  p o o r  teache i  o r e p a r a t i o n  a s  a  key 
c a u s e  fo r  t o d a y ’s p o o r ly  e q u ip p e d  p u b lic  sc h o o l  p r o d u c ts .  "U n t i l  p o ­
tentia l te ac h e rs  s tu d y  the in tr icac ies  of t e a c h in g  r e a d i n g  a n d  w r i t in g  
a n d  the  m e c h a n is m s  o f  l e a r n in g  th e m  a s  th o r o u g h ly  a s  they  d o  the 
l i t e r a r y  h i s to r y  of E n g la n d ,  th e re ’s no t  m u c h  c h a n c e  o f  im p r o v e ­
m e n t ."  36

T h e  level o f  teacher  m ed iocr i ty  w h ich  s o m e  sc h o o l  sy s te m s  c o n f ro n t  
w a s  d e m o n s t r a te d  in M o n tg o m e r y  C o u n ty ,  M a r y l a n d .  T e s t s  for  te ac h ­
e rs  in  g r a m m a r ,  p u n c tu a t io n  a n d  spe l l ing  w ere  recen tly  a d o p te d .  H a lf  
tire te a c h e r s  a p p l y in g  fo r  E n g lish  te a c h in g  p o s i t io n s  f lu n k ed  the lest. 
A n  in v e s t ig a t io n  co n d u c te d  in th a t  c o u n ty  to  d e te rm in e  the  c a u se  for 
dec l in in g  test s c o re s  o n  n a t io n a l  tests rev e a le d  the t r u is m  th a t  teachers  
w h o  a r e  better p r e p a r e d  in E n g lish  g r a m m a r  a r e  m o r e  likely  to teach 
it. 37

S o m e  sc h o o l  dis tric ts  a r e  t r y in g  to  so lve  te ac h e r  a n d  s tu d e n t  deficien­
cies c o n c u r re n t ly .  T h e  District o f  C o l u m b ia  h a s  institu ted  a  com petency-  
b a s e d  c u r r i c u lu m  to rep la ce  " so c ia l  p r o m o t i o n ” a n d  h a s  a d d e d  recertifi­
c a t io n  re q u i r e m e n ts  fo r  teachers .  Schoo l S u p e r in te n d e n t  V incent E. 
Reed p r o p o s e d  th a t  a p p l i c a n t s  fo r  te a c h in g  j o b s  b e  tested in  the fields 
they  w a n t  to  teach  befo re  they  a r c  h ired .  T h e  level o f  the  c o n c e rn  in 
th is  s c h o o l  dis tric t ,  which t r a d i t io n a l ly  s c o re s  low o n  n a t io n a l  ac h ie v e ­
m e n t  tests, w a s  ex p re ssed  b y  C a r o l  L. S chw artz ,  v ic e  p re s id e n t  of the 
D.C. B o a r d  of E d u c a t io n .  She s ta ted  ( W a s h i n g t o n  Past, M a y  17, 1977):

" W e  a r c  g r a d u a t i n g  s tu d e n ts  w i th o u t  the  b a s ic  f u n d a m e n ta l  skills, 
we a r e  e m p lo y in g  so m e  te ac h ers  w h o  a r e  a c a d e m ic a l ly  deficient, we a re  
s o  b u s y  u s in g  o u r  s tu d e n ts  a s  g u in e a  p ig s  in the  e d u c a t io n a l  ex p e r i­
m e n ts  o f  the d a y  th a t  th e ir  e d u c a t io n  is ge t t ing  lost in  the p r o c e s s .”

But the re  is a l so  g o o d  new s in  m a n y  sc h o o l  d is t r ic ts  a c r o s s  the 
n a t io n  a s  low test sc o re s  a n d  c o m m u n i ty  p r e s s u r e  m o t iv a te  sc h o o l  
sy s te m s  to  u p g r a d e  s t a n d a r d s  in f u n d a m e n ta l  skills.  T h is  m e a n s  insti­
tu t ion  o f  g r a d u a t i o n  req u irem en ts ,  a b o l i t io n  of so c ia l  p r o m o t i o n  und  
a  r e - e x a m in a t io n  of teach er  staff  a n d  h i r in g  policies.

In s o m e  c a s e s  resu lts  h a v e .b e e n  im m ed ia te .  T h e  in s t i tu t ion  o f  p r o ­
m o t io n  tests r e q u i r in g  the m a s te ry  o f  a  b o d y  o f  m a te r i a l  be fo re  g r a n t ­
in g  a d v a n c e m e n t  to the nex t g r a d e  h a s  c a u s e d  the E m p o r i a ,  V irg in ia ,  
sc h o o l  sys tem  to  m o v e  f ro m  n e a r  the  b o t to m  of n a t io n a l  r a n k i n g s  to 
a b o v e  a v e r a g e  in m a n y  subjects.

In L o u i s i a n a ,  S late  R ep resen ta tive  L o u is  B. J e n k i n s  in t ro d u c e d  in 
the  le g is la tu re  u bill th a t  w o u ld  r e q u ire  te a c h e rs  to  p a s s  a n  E n g l ish  
l a n g u a g e  pro fic iency  e x a m in a t io n  in  o r d e r  to  teach  in  the  schoo l  
sy s tem .
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As p a r t  o f  its c a m p a i g n  fo r  q u a l i ty  e d u c a t io n ,  the  V i r g in i a  S ta te  
B o a r d  of  E d u c a t io n  vo ted  to  req u ire  m in im u m  c o m p e te n c e  in  fo u r  
b a s ic  a r e a s  fo r  h ig h  schoo l g r a d u a t io n .  T h e  a r e a s  a re :  fu n c t io n a l  
l i teracy ,  c o m p u ta t io n a l  skills,  a  b a s ic  k n o w le d g e  o f  the  h i s to ry  a n d  
cu l tu re  of  the U nited  States, a n d  c i tner  a  j o b  en t ry  skill o r  the  a b i l i ty  
to  p u r s u e  h ig h e r  ed u c a t io n .

D enver,  C o l o r a d o ,  h o m e  b a s e  of the E d u c a t io n  C o m m is s io n  o f  the 
States, s ince  1 9 6 2  h a s  h a d  a  p rofic iency  e x a m  to test h ig h  s c h o o l  sen­
io r s  fo r  a  m in im a l  g r a s p  o f  b as ic  skills a n d  h a s  in s t i tu ted  re m e d ia l  
c la s se s  to  w hich  the f a i l in g  o n e s  c a n  be  referred . T h e  s ta te  le g is la tu re  
dec ided  to  g iv e  the test a s  e a r ly  a s  n in th  g r a d e  in  o r d e r  to  g iv e  s tu ­
d en ts  m a x i m u m  time to  co rrec t  w ea k n esse s  in r e m e d ia l  c la s se s .  T h e  
D en v e r  test, v iewed in  o the r  s ta tes  u s  a  m ode l,  tests s tu d e n ts  in  fo u r  
a r e a s :  n u m e r ic a l ,  spe ll ing ,  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  r e a d in g  skil ls .

A r iz o n a  r e q u ir e s  th a t  g r a d u a t i n g  s tu d e n ts  be a b l e  to  r e a d ,  w ri te  a n d  
c o m p u te  o n  a t  least a  n in th -g ra d e  level. T h e  O re g o n  S ta te  B o a r d  of 
E d u c a t io n  a s k e d  local  sc h o o l  d is tric ts  to  deve lop  m in i m u m  c o m p e te n c y  
s t a n d a r d s  for h ig h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t i o n  to  g o  in to  effect in 1 9 7 8 .

A m o n g  the m o s t  in te res t ing  cases  of  the  new m o v e m e n t  t o w a r d  
s t a n d a r d s  a r e  th o se  o f  ghet to  sc h o o l  sy s te m s  w h e re  the e m p h a s i s  o n  
b a s ic  e d u c a t io n  t a u g h t  in a  s t ru c tu re d  a tm o s p h e r e  h a s  h a d  g o o d  
results.  T h ese  a r e  the  sc h o o ls  w here  e d u c a to r s  h a v e  to o  o f ten  b la m e d  
fa i lu re  o n  '.he s tu d e n ts  a n d  no t the schoo ls .  T h e  C o u n c il  for  B a s ic  
E d u c a t io n  d escr ibes  f o u r  such  sc h o o ls  in a  b o o k le t  b y  G e o r g e  W e b e r  
entitled, " I n n e r -C i ty  C h i ld re n  C a n  Be T a u g h t  to R ead : F o u r  Successful 
S c h o o ls . ”

T h e  A rg u s  C o m m u n i ty  S chool,  loca ted  in  the S o u th  B ro n x  s lu m s  of 
N ew  Y o rk  C ity ,  teaches  y o u n g  people, o v e r  h a l f  o f  w h o m  h a v e  c r im e  
r e c o rd s ,  h o w  to read ,  w ri te  a n d  d o  ari thm etic .  T h r o u g h  a  c o m b in a t io n  
of d isc ip line  a n d  a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  the  three R’s s tu d e n ts  a t  A rg u s  a v ­
e r a g e  m o r e  t h a n  1.5 y e a r s  of r e a d in g  p r o g r e s s  fo r  r.ach y e a r  o f  a t t e n d ­
ance .  S tu d en ts  h a v e  a d v a n c e d  m o re  in r e a d in g  skil ls  in  a  y e a r  a t  
A rg e  ■ t h a n  in s ix  o r  s e v e n  y e a r s  of  r e g u la r  school.

In s o m e  sc h o o l  d is tr ic ts  the  e x e r t io n  of  le a d e rs h ip  to w a r d  a c h ie v in g  
q u a l i ty  e d u c a t io n  b y  the  sc h o o l  su p e r in te n d e n t  h a s  b r o u g h t  p o s i t iv e  
results .  In  R ich m o n d ,  V irg in ia ,  schoo l  su p e r in te n d e n t  T h o m a s  C. Little 
in t ro d u c e d  h is  ow n  r e a d in g  p r o g r a m  d irec ted  espec ia l ly  a t  h ig h  sc h o o l  
s tu d e n ts  w h o se  r e a d in g  sco res  a r e  In the 2 5 th  percen tile  o r  be low  a n d  
at m id d le  sc h o o l  s tu d e n ts  w h o  a r e  two o r  m o r e  g r a d e s  be low  the 
n a t i o n a l  n o r m .

T h e  la tes t i n n o v a t io n  in m a n y  sc h o o l  d is t r ic ts  is the  so-ct.llcd " a l t e r ­
n a t iv e ” s c h o o l ,  w h ich  exists pa ru l lo l  to t r a d i t io n a l  s c h o o l s  bu t  offers 
m o r e  e m p h a s i s  o n  b a s i c  skills w ithin a  s t ru c tu re d  setting . M o r e  a c c u r ­
a te ly ,  they s h o u ld  be  ca lled  fundamental o r  basic sch o o ls ,  b e c a u s e  a n  
a l te r n a t iv e  sc h o o l  c a n  u lso  b e  o n e  w hich is v e ry  p e r m is s iv e  o r  " u n ­
s t r u c tu re d ” — th a t  is, e v e n  m o r e  p e rm is s iv e  th a n  the r e g u l a r  s c h o o ls  in 
a  sys tem . B aren ts  s h o u ld  be a w a r e  of this  d is t inct ion .

T h e  M ia m i- D a d c  C o u n ty  sc h o o l  sy s tem  in F lo r ld u  h u s  s tu r te d  six 
su c h  fundamental sch o o ls .  D ress  codes,  h o m e w o r k  a n d  g o o d  p e n m a n ­
s h ip  a r e  b a c k  in s ty le  at m a n y  f u n d a m e n ta l  a l te r n a t iv e  s c h o o ls .  T he  
B a s ic  A l te rn a t iv e  S c h o o l  in P rince  G e o rg e ’s C o u n ty ,  M a r y l u n d ,  e m ­
p h a s iz e s  a r i thm etic ,  r e a d in g  t a u g h t  b y  the p h o n ic s  m e th o d ,  a n d  h is ­
to r y .  T h e  F i l le r  S c h o o l  in P h i la d e lp h ia ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  rejects  so c ia l
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p r o m o t i o n  a n d  focuses  la rg e ly  o n  f u n d a m e n ta l  skills.
T h e  e x a m p l e  of the  P a s a d e n a  Unified S choo l District s h o u ld  se rve  

to  d e m o n s t r a t e  w h a t  c o n c e r n e d  m e m b e rs  of  the c o m m u n i ty  c a n  ach ieve.  
P a s a d e n a  s c h o o ls  were in a  sta te  o f  cr is is  in 1972 . M a s s iv e  b u s in g  
h a d  led to  a n  e x o d u s  of s tu d e n ts  to  p r iv a te  sch o o ls .  P ro g re s s iv e  ed u ­
c a t io n  w a s  p r e d o m i n a n t  a n d  s in k in g  test sco res  reflected the low  level 
e d u c a t io n  h a d  re a c h e d .  W h e n  three  of  five sc h o o l  b o a r d  se a ts  w ere  up  
fo r  e lec tion  a  g r o u p  of ci tizens co n c e rn ed  with b a s ic  e d u c a t io n  offered 
c a n d id a t e s  a n d  w o n  all th re e  seats .  U n d e r  the le a d e r s h ip  of sc h o o l  
b o a r d  p re s id e n t  Dr. H e n ry  S. M eyers ,  .Jr., the new b o a r d  dec ided  to 
offer a  f u n d a m e n ta l  a l te r n a t iv e  schoo l,  o n e  th a t  differed f ro m  a l r e a d y  
e s ta b l ish e d  u n s t r u c tu re d  a l te rn a t iv e  schools .

T he re fo re ,  they  e s ta b l ish e d  severa l  F u n d a m e n ta l  S c h o o ls  w h e re  the 
e m p h a s i s  is o n  b a s ic  sub jects ,  h o m e w o r k  is a s s ig n ed ,  so c ia l  p r o m o t io n  
i' a b o l ish e d ,  p e r io d ic  tes t ing  is conduc ted ,  s tu d e n ts  a r e  g r o u p e d  a c c o r d ­
in g  to  a b i l i ty ,  a n d  d isc ip line  is m a in ta in e d .  Test sc o re s  in these new 
s c h o o ls  s o o n  rose ,  w h ich  m a d e  them  v e ry  p o p u la r .  W h e n  the  J o h n  
M a r s h a l l  Funda*  .ental S ch o o l  w a s  es tab l ish ed  in 19 7 3  in  P a s a d e n a ,  
4 5 0  s tu d e n ts  left p r iv a t e  s c h o o ls  to  en ro ll  in  the new a l te rn a t iv e  schoo l.

A c c o rd in g  to  es t im a tes  o f  the C ounc il  o f  Basic  E d u c a t io n ,  th e re  a r e  
s e v e ra l  d o z e n  f u n d a m e n ta l  a l te rn a t iv e  sc h o o ls  in at le a s t  twenty-two 
cities, m o s t  o f  them  s ta r t e d  in the la s t  co u p le  of  y e a r s .  E d w a r d  B. 
K is k e ( N .Y .  Times, M a r .  2 0 ,  1 9 7 7 )  writes:

" U n d e r l y i n g  them  a l l  is a  g r o w in g  sense  a m o n g  p a r e n ts ,  sc h o o l  
b o a r d  m e m b e r s  a n d  o th e rs  th a t  the e d u c a t io n a l  p ro c e s s  h a s  s o m e h o w  
go t ten  o u t  o f  h a n d  a n d  th a t  c h i ld ren  s im p ly  a r e n ' t  l e a r n in g  the  w ay  
they  s h o u ld . "
irs n o t  r o o  late

C o n c e r n  o v e r  p u b l ic  sc h o o l  sy s te m s  th a t  d o n ’t e d u c a te  a  n a t io n 's  
c h i ld re n  g o es  b e y o n d  a  jus t if ied  sense  o f  o u t r a g e  a t  in s t i tu t io n s  tha t 
chea t  th e  in d iv id u a l  ch i ld  o u t  of h is  r igh t  to a n  e d u c a t io n .  A society  
tha t  h o p e s  to  p re se rv e  itself c a n n o t  d o  so  b y  c r e a t in g  ft g e n e r a t io n  of 
i l l i te ra tes  a n d .  a c c o r d in g  to U.S. Office of  E d u c a t io n  s ta tis t ics ,  fu n c t io n ­
al il l i te ra tes  n o w  n u m b e r  2 3  m illion .

Peop le  w h o  cm* rg e  f ro m  a  pub lic -schoo l e d u c a t io n  w ith o u t  the 
ab i l i ty  to  o b t a i n  facts  b y  re a d in g ,  w ithout the  facility to  p u t  their  
t h o u g h ts  in to  w ri t in g ,  a n d  w ith o u t  h a v i n g  le a rn e d  to e x a m in e  a  g r o u p  
of fac ts  a n a ly t i c a l ly  a r e  v u ln e ra b le  to  the m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  of  p a s s in g  
fads,  po li t ica l  a n d  soc ia l .  A n a t io n  c o m p rise d  o f  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  of 
p u b lic -schoo l  p r o d u c t s  th u s  h a n d ic a p p e d ,  c a n  h a r d l y  h o p e  to r e m a in  
a  F re e  Socie ty  fo r  long .

E q u a l ly  d a n g e r o u s  for  society  a s  the fa i lu re  to teach  s tu d e n ts  the 
b a s ic  skills,  is the m a n n e r  in which s c h o o ls  a r e  neg lec t ing  to  c o n v e y  
to  s tu d e n ts  a  sense  of  the ir  h is to ry  a n d  a n  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  the b as ic  
e lem e n ts  o f  a  F re e  Society, if. g iven  the cho ice  between secu r i ty  a n d  
f re ed o m , m a n  n a t u r a l l y  ' a v e r s  secur i ty ,  then  a  love  of  f re ed o m  is not 
inst inct ive  b u t  m u s t  be  le a rn ed .  ( l iv e n  the  h is to r ic  p rec ed en ts  th a t  b e a r  
ou t th is  th e o ry ,  the  p resen t  s ta te  o f  the sc h o o ls  a n d  its p red ic tab le  
co n s e q u e n c e s  m u s t  b ec o m e  u  m a t te r  o f  g r a v e  concern .

Recent a t te m p ts  o n  the p u r l  of co m m u n i t ie s  a n d  c o n c e r n e d  e d u c a to r s  
to  r e v e rs e  th is  t r en d  a r e  h e a r t e n in g  s igns  a n d  ev idence  th a t  it is no t  
yet to o  late. T h e y  a r e  a n  in d ic a t io n  tha t ,  even  w hen  d e t e r io r a t i o n  is 
w id e s p re a d ,  p e o p le  in  u F re e  Society c a n  still b r i n g  a b o u t  c h a n g e ,  if 
they ' r e  w i l l in g  to  d ed ica te  them se lves  to the ta sk .
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C I T Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  O F  J U N E A U  

Y O U T H  S U R V E Y

B a c k g r o u n d :

1 .  W h a t  s c h o o l  ( a g e n c y )  d o  y o u  g o  t o ?

2 .  H ow  o l d  a r e . y o u ? ,  ( c i r c l e  o n e )  9 1 0  11 1 2  1 3  1 4  1 5  1 6  17  1 8  1 9  2 0

3 .  W h a t  i s  y o u r  s e x ?  ( c h e c k  o n e ) ___ ___ ( 1 )  M a l e  ( 2 )  F e m a l e

4.  T o  w h i c h  e t h n i c  g r o u p  d o  y o u  b e l o n g ?  ( c h e c k  o n e )

 ( 1 )  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  __( 2 )  B l a c k  _____( 3 )  F i l i p i n o

 ( 4 )  A n g l o __________ ____ ( 5 )  H i s p a n i c  _____( 6 )  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n
i <

 ( 7 )  O t h e r

5 .  W h a t  g r a d e  a r e  y o u  i n  n o w ?  ( c h e c k  o n e )

  ̂ O p e n  C l a s s r o o m   5 t h   6 t h  7 t h  8 t h
t ,

 9 t h    1 0 t h  1 1 t h   1 2 t h  N o t  i n  S c h o o l

6 .  How l o n g  h a v e  y o u  l i v e d  i n  y o u r  p r e s e n t  h o m e ?

  L e s s  t h a n  o n e  y e a r  ____  O n e  o r  t w o  y e a r s
\ •

  T h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  ____  M o r e  t h a n  f o u r  y e a r s

7 .  W h i c h  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b e s t  d e s c r i b e s  w h e r e  y o u  l i v e ?

• * ____ ( 1 )  h o u s e  [ o n e  f a m i l y  o n l y ]
 ( 2 )  h o u s e  [ m o r \  t h a n  o n e  f a m i l y ]
 _ { 3 )  a p a r t m e n t

: ( 4 )  m o b i l e  h o m e  o r  t r a i l e r  h om e
 ( 5 )  h o t e l  o r  m o t e l
 ( 6 )  b o a t
 ( 7 )  g r o u p  hom e o r  r e c e i v i n g  hom e
 ( 8 )  o t h e r

8 .  How m a n y  r o o m s  a r e  i n  y o u r  h o m e ?  ( D o  n o t  c o u n t  b a t h r o o m s ,  c l o s e t s ,  o r
o t h e r  s t o r a g e  s p a c e . )

9 .  How m a n y  p e o p l e  l i v e  i n  y o u r  h o u s e ?



C I T Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  O F  J U N E A U

1 0 .  W h e r e  d o  y o u  l i v e ?  i c n e . k  t h e  n a m e d  a r e a  w h i c h  i s  c l o s e s t  
t o  w h e r e  y o u  l i v e ) .

□  1 )  N o r t h  G l a c i e r  H i g h w a y

□  9 )  E n g i n e e r '
C u t o f f  i n c l u d i  
F r i t z  C o v e

I 1  3 )  B a c k l o o p ,  M e n d e n h a l l  R o a d  t o  M o n t a n a  C r e e k  
R o a d

4 )  V a l l e y ,  W e s t  o f  M e n d e n h a l l  R o a d

f 7  V a l l e y ,  E a s t  o f  M e n d e n h a l l  
R o a d

□  6 )  S w i t z e r  V i l l a g e  

□  7 )  L e m o n  C r e e k

□  8 )  S a l m o n  C r e e k

□  1 0 )  N o r t h  D o u g l a s

1 5 )  H i g h l a n d s

0 1 6 )  D o w n t o w n  

| 1 1 7 )  S t a r r  H i l l

" 1□  1 1 )  C e d a r  P a r k

□  1 2 )  W e s t  J u n e a u

□  1 3 )  G e n e v a  W o o d s

□  1 4 )  D o u g l a s

1 8 )  A u k e / I n d i a n  
V i l l a g e

Q  1 9 )  T h a n e



 M o t h e r   F a t h e r   S t e p m o t h e r  S t e p f a t h e r

 ' o s t e r m o t h e r   F o s t e r f a t h e r   G r a n d m o t h e r

 G r a n d f a t h e r   A u n t ( s )   U n c i  e  ( s )  S i s t e r ( s )

 B r o t h e r ( s )  ____  C o u s i n ( s )  ___ _ O t h e r  ( p l e a s e  e x p l a i n )

1 2 .  C o u n t i n g  y o u r s e l f ,  h o w  m a n y  c h i l d r e n  o r  y o u t h  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  1 8  l i v e  
i n  y o u r  h o m e ?  ____ How m a n y  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  y o u ?  ____

1 3 .  I n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  w h i c h  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  l i s t e d  b e l o w  m o v e d  i n  o r  o u t  o f  
y o u r  h o m e ?  ( I f  n o  o n e  h a s  m o v e d ,  d o  n o t  c h e c k  a n y  i t e m s . )

M o v e d  I n  M o v e d  O u t

M o t h e r 1 ) 2 )

F a t h e r 1 ) 2 )

S t e p m o t h e r 1 ) 2 )

S t e p f a t h e r D 2 )

F o s t e r m o t h e r 1 ) 2 )

F o s t e r f a t h e r 1 ) 2 )

O t h e r  ( p l e a s e
e x p l a i n )  ___________________

1 4 .  A r e  y o u r  p a r e n t s  d i v o r c e d ?  ____

B .  E m p l o y m e n t :

1 .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a  p a y i n g  j o b ?  _Y e s   N o

a .  I f  y e s ,  a r e  y o u  w o r k i n g  f u l l - t i m e  ____ , p a r t - t i m e   , o r  s o m e t i m e s
( b a b y s i t t i n g ,  o d d  j o b s ,  e t c . )  ____ ?

b .  H ow  m u c h  d o  y o u  e a r n  p e r  w e e k ?  ___________

c .  I f ’ n o ,  a r e  y o u  l o o k i n g  f o r  w o r k  o n  a  f u l l - t i m e  b a s i s  , p a r t - t i m e
o r  s o m e t i m e  ( b a b y s i t t i n g ,  o d d  j o b s ,  e t c . )  ____ ?

2 .  D o  y o u  w a n t  a  j o b  i n  J u n e a u  t h i s  s u m m e r ?   Y e s   No

a .  F u l l - t i m e  ____  P a r t - t i m e _____

b .  W h a t  k i n d  o f  j o b  w o u l d  y o u  l i k e ?  ___________________________________
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_ . P l e a s e  l o o k  a t  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  " ' . a t e m c n t s .  C h e c k  t h e  r i g h t  r e s p o n s e  f o r  
e a c h  S t a t e m e n t .  W h en  y o u  f i n d  a  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  t o  y o u ,  j u s t  
: h e c k  NO  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c o l u m n  a n d  g o  o n  t o  t h e  n e x t  o n e .  I f  a  s t a t e m e n t  i s  
t r u e  f o r  y o u ,  we  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  HOW O F T E N  i t  w a s  t r u e  a n d  HOW S E R I O U S  o r  
I M P O R T A N T  i t  w a s  f o r  y o u .

S t a t e m e n t

I s  t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  

t r u e  f o r  y o u ?  . I f  Y e s ,  How O f t e n ?

O n c e  o r  S o m e -  
Y e s  N o  T w i c e  t i m e s  A l w a y s

H ow  I m p o r t a n t  
o r  S e r i o u s ?

S o m e -  
N o t  w h a t  V e r y

3 .  I  h a v e  l o o k e d  f o r  
w o r k  i n  t h e  p a s t  
y e a r ,  b u t  t h e r e  
w e r e  n o  j o b s .

4 .  I  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  
f i n d  a  j o b  l a s t  
s u m m e r .

5 .  I  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  g e t  
a  j o b  b e c a u s e  o f  my 
a g e .

6 .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  how 
o r  w h e r e  t o  f i n d  
o u t  a b o u t  j o b s .

7 .  M y  r e p u t a t i o n  m a k e s  
i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me 
t o  g e t  a  j o b .

8 .  M y  p o l i c e  r e c o r d  
m a k e s  i t  d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  me  t o  g e t  a  
j o b .

9 .  M y  s e x  ( b o y  o r  g i r l )  
m a k e s  i t  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  g e t  t h e  j o b  I 
w a n t .

1 0 .  M y  r a c e  o r  e t h n i c  
b a c k g r o u n d  m a k e s  i t  
h a r d  t o  g e t  o r  k n e p  
a  j o b .

1 1 a .  1 h a v e  n o  t r a i n i n g  
"'or t h e  j o b s  t h a t  
• ' n t e r e s t  m e .

b. T h e  t y p e  o f  j o b s  t h a t  i n t e r e s t  me  a r e



•-
C .  S c h o o l

S t a t e m e n t

I s  t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  

t r u e  f o r  y o u ?

Y e s

< 1 .  M o s t  o f  my' t e a c h e r s  
u n d e r s t a n d  n e .

2 .  T h e r e  a r e  n o t  e n o u g h  
c l a s s e s  w h i c h  a r e  
i m p o r t a n t  o r  u s e f u l ._

3 .  T h e  s c h o o l  n u r s e  
h a s  b e e n  a  h e l o  
t o  m e .

4 -  I n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  
I  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s s u r e d  
b y  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  t o  
u s e  o r  b u y  a l c o h o l  o r  
d r u g s .  _

5 .  M o s t  o f  my t e a c h e r s  
d o  n o t  r e a l l y  c a r e  
a b o u t  me .

6 .  I  h a v e  b e e n  s u s ­
p e n d e d  f r o m  s c h o o l .

7 .  I  h a v e  b e e n  d i s ­
c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  
i n  s c h o o l  b e c a u s e  
o f  my  r a c e  o r  e t h n i c  
b a c k g r o u n d .

J h a v e  - no *  i n t e n -  
i o n a l l y  d a m a g e d  o r  

d e s t r o y e d  s c h o o l  
b u i l d i n g s  o r  
p r o p e r t y .

9 .  S t u d e n t s  h a v e  
e n o u g h  s a y  i n  ho w  
my s c h o o l  i s  r u n .

1 0 .  I  h a v e  b e e n  
p h y s i c a l l y  h u r t  
b y  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s .

No

I f  Y e s ,  How  O f t e n ?

O n c e  o r  S o m e -  
T w i c e  t i m e s  A l w a y s

How I m p o r t a n t  
t - r  S e r i o u s '

S o m e -  
N o t  w h a t  V e r v

.•4

■it

—



C ; i c e  o r  S o m e -  
T w i c e  t i m e s  A l w a y s

1 1 .  I  h a v e  s t a y e d  a w a y  
i o r  " s k i p p e d "  , 

s c h o o l .

1 2 .  W h a t  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  b e s t  t h i n g s  a b o u t  y o u r  s c h o o l ?

S o m e -  
N o t  w h a t  V e r y

   „  --
• .  •

S t a t e m e n t

I s  t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  

t r u e  f o r  y o u ?
How I m p o r t a n t  

I f  Y e s ,  How O f t e n ?  o r  S e r i o u s ?

c .

1 3 .  L i s t  t h e  t h r e e  t h i n g s  w h i c h  y o u r  s c h o o l  n e e d s  m o s t .

a  . __________________________________________________________________

b .

c .

D .  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  H o m e :

S t a t e m e n t

I s  t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  

t r u e  f o r  y o u ?

Y e s

l a .  M y  m o t h e r  s p e n d s  
e n o u g h  t i m e  w i t h  
m e .

b .  M y  f a t h e r  s p e n d s  
e n o u g h  t i m e  w i t h  
me.

c .  M y  g u a r d i a n  s p e n d s  
e n o u g h  t i m e  w i t h  
m e .

2 a .  M y  m o t h e r  d o e s  n o t  
p r o v i d e  e n o u g h  
g u i d a n c e  o r  s u p e r ­
v i s i o n .

No

I f  Y e s ,  How O f t e n ?

O n c e  o r  S c m e -  
T w i c e  t i m e s  A l w a y s

How I m p o r t a n t  
o r  S e r i o u s ?

S o m e -  
N o t  w h a t  V e r y

—  ■ i



2b.

c.

3 .

4 .

6 .

7 .

8 a.

b.

fv m - - *

I s  t h i s
s t a t e m e n t  How I m p o r t a n t

S t a t e m e n t  t r u e  f o r  y o u ?  I f  Y e s ,  How  O f t e n ? o r  S e r i o u s ?

O n c e  o r  S o m e -  S o m e -
Y e s  No  T w i c e  t i m e s  A l w a y s  N o t  w h a t  V e r y

V

My  f a t h e r  d o e s  n o t  
p r o v i d e  e n o u g h  [
g u i d a n c e  o r  s u p e r ­
v i s i o n .

M y  g u a r d i a n  d o e s  
n o t  p r o v i d e  e n o u g h  
g u i d a n c e  o r  s u p e r ­
v i s i o n .

T h e  p o l i c e / t r o o p e r s  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  w h e n  
I  n e e d  t h e m .

I  v i s i t  w i t h  s o m e
o f  m y  n e i g h b o r s .  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ ___  ___

I am o f t e n  l e f t  w i t h o u t  a n  a d u l t  a t  h o m e .  ____  Y e s    N o

I f  y e s ,  i s  i t  u s u a l l y  o v e r n i g h t  , o v e r  a  w e e k e n d   , o r  f o r  s e v e r a l
d a y s  ? ( c h e c k  o n e )  |\ o  i o  

J  ' ------------  - l o v  a  i l t i o  h o u r s  {

I s  t h i s
s t a t e m e n t  H ow  I m p o r t a n t

S t a t e m e n t  t r u e  f o r  . y o u ?  I f  Y e s ,  How  O f t e n ?  o r  S e r i o u s ?

O n c e  o r  S o m e -  S o m e -
Y e s  No  T w i c e  t i m e s  A l w a y s  N o t  w h a t  V e r y

I n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  
I  h a v e  b e e n  s t o p p e d
b y  t h e  p o l i c e .  ___  ___ ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

I h a v e  b e e n  a r r e s t e d
b y  t h e  p o l i c e .  ___  ___ ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

M y  m o t h e r  u n d e r s t a n d s
m a n y  o f  my p r o b l e m s .   ___ ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

My  f a t h e r  u n d e r s t a n d s
m a n y  o f  my  p r o b l e m s .  ____ ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

My g u a r d i a n  u n d e r ­
s t a n d s  m a n y  j f  n\y
p r o b l e m s .  ___  ___  ___ ___  ___ ___  ___ ______



O n c e  o r  S o m e -  S o m e -
Y e s  No  T w i c e  t i m e s  A l w a y s  N o t  w h a t  V e r y

9 a .  I  c a n n o t  t a l k  
w i t h  my  m o t h e r  
a b o u t  my i d e a s  o r  
p r o b l e m s .

b .  I  c a n n o t  t a l k  w i t h  
m y  f a t h e r  a b o u t  my 
i d e a s  o r  p r o b l e m s .

c .  I  c a n n o t  t a l k  w i t h  
m y  g u a r d i a n  a b o u t  
m y  i d e a s  o r  
p r o b l e m s .

' 1 0 .  T h e  po'l i c e / t r o o p e r s  
d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  
m e  b e c a u s e  o f  my r a c e  
o r  e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ^

1 1 .  T h e  p o l i c e  h a v e  b e e n  
h e l p f u l  t o  m e .

1 2 .  M y  f a t h e r ,  m o t h e r ,
• o r  g u a r d i a n  d r i n k s

p a r e n t s  a r g u e .

• 1 5 .  M y  p a r e n t s  o r  f o s t e r  
p a r e n t s  f i g h t .

E .  H e a l t h :

1 .  1 h a v e  n e e d e d  
c o u n s e l i n g  a b o u t  
p r e g n a n c y  a n d  
a b o r t i o n .

2 .  I  n e e d  m o r e  i n f o r ­
m a t i o n  a b o u t  b i r t h  
c o n t r o l  a n d  v e n e r e a l  
d i s e a s e .



S t a t e m e n t  t r u e  f o r  y o u ?  I f  Y e s ,  How O f t e n ?  o r  S e r i o u s ?

O n c e  o r  S o m e -  S o m e -
Y e s  N o  T w i c e  t i m e s  A l w a y s  N o t  w h a t  V e r y

3 .  I  h a v e  b e e n  t o  a 
d e n t i s t  i n  t h e  p a s t
y e a r .                _ _

4 .  I  h a v e  b e e n  t o  a  
d o c t o r  i n  t h e  p a s 1
y e a r .  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

5 .  I  h a v e  n e e d e d  me;  e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t
a l c o h o l  a n d  d r u g s .  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

6 .  S o m e  o f  my f r i e n d s  
h a v e  a  p r o b l e m  w i t h
a l c o h o l .  ___  ___  ___ ___

F .  R e c r e a t i o n :

1 .  T h e r e  a r e  n o t  e n o u g h  
t h i n g s  t o  d o  a f t e r  
s c h o o l .

2 .  E n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v ­
i t i e s  a r e  t o o  f a r

3 .  Mow d o  y o u  u s u a l l y  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ?  ( c h e c k  n o  m o r e  t h a n  
t w o ) .

s c h o o l r a d i o  n e w s p a p e r f r i e n d s p a r e n t s

o t h e r ( p l e a s e  e x p l a i n )
*

4 .  W h a t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  l e t  y o u  k n o w  a b o u t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
c o m m u n i  t y ?

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e

s c h o o l
—"T** “

r a d i o  n e w s p a p e r f r i e n d s p a r e n t s

o t h e r ( p l e a s e  e x p l a i n )

5 .  L i s t  t h r e e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n ,  i f  t h e y  w e r e  m o r e  a v a i l a b l e

a . b . c .



7 a .  W h e r e  d o  y o u  u s r V f  l y  s p e n d  y o u r  e v e n i n g s ?

b .  W h a t  d o  y o u  d o  c h e r e ?
I

c .  Whe n  a r e  y o u  u s u a l l y  h o m e ?

8 .  W o u l d  b e * t e r  b u s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a l l o w  y o u  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  m o r e  
a c t i v i t i e s ?  Y e s  N o

9 a .  Do  y o u  own a  c a r  o r  t r u c k ?  

b .  D o  y o u  d r i v e  a  c a r  o r  t r u c k ?

1 0 .  How o f t e n  d o  y o u  d r i v e  a  c a r  o r  t r u c k ?

 O f t e n  S o m e t i m e s   R a r e l y

B e l i e f s  a n d  V a l u e s :

T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  a b o u t  y o u r  b e l i e f s  a n d  v a l u e s .  We a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  o n l y  i n  
y o u r  o p i n i o n .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  r i g h t  o r  w r o n g  a n s w e r s .  P l e a s e  i n d i c a t e  w h e t h e r  
y o u  S T R O N G L Y  A G R E E ,  A G R E E ,  D I S A G R E E ,  o r  S T R O N G L Y  D I S A G R E E ,  b y  c i r c l i n g  y o u r  
r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s .

S t a t e m e n t
S t r o n g l y

A g r e e
1

A g r e e
2

D i s a g r e e
3

S t r o n g l y
D i s a g r e e

4

1 . I t  i s  s o m e t i m e s  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  l i e  o n  a  j o b  a p p l i c a t i o n  
t o  g e t  t h e  j o b  y o u  w a n t . . 4

2 . I f  o n e  w a n t s  t o  g e t  g o o d  
g r a d e s  i n  s c h o o l , h e  w i 11 
h a v e  t o  c h e a t  s o m e t i m e s .

3 . I t ' s  O K  t o  l i e  i f  y o u  a r e  
p r o t e c t i n g  a  f r i e n d  i n  
t r o u b l e . 1

4 .  O n e  c a n  m a k e  i t  i n  s c h o o l  
w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  c h e a t  o n  
e x a m s .  1

5. One should always tell the
truth, regardless of what one's
friends think of him. 1
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Statement

6 .

7 .

8 . 

9 .

1 0 .

1 1 .

1 2 .

1 3 .

1 4 .

1 5 .

S t r o n g l y
A g r e e

1

1 6 .

1 7 .

1 8 .

I f  o n e  w a n t s  t o  h a v e  
n i c e  t h i n g s  h e  h a s  t o  
b e  w i l l i n g  t o  b r e a k  t h e  
r u l e s  o r  l a w s  t o  g e t  
t h e m .  1

M o s t  p e o p l -  c a n  b e
t r u s t e d  t h e s e  d a y s .  1

I t  i s  e a s y  t o  f i n d  s o m e ­
o n e  t o  t a l k  t o .  1

I  o f t e n  f e e l  a w k w a r d  a n d  
o u t  o f  p l a c e .  1

I t ' s  n o t  w o r t h  p l a n n i n g  
f o r  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  
b e c a u s e  I  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  kno w  
w h a t  i s  g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n  
t h e c e  d a y s .  1

I  s o m e t i m e s  f e e l  l i k e  n o ­
b o d y  c a r e s  a b o u t  me a n y m o r e .  1

I  o f t e n  f e e l  l i k e  i t ' s  r i o t  
w o r t h  e v e n  t r y i n g  L o  c h a n g e  
t h i n g s  i n  my l i f e .  1

I t  i s  e a s i e r  t o  t a l k  t o  a 
p e r s o n  o f  my  own r a c e  ( o r  
e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ) .  1

O n e  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d  
t o d a y  i s  t h a t  m o s t  p e o p l e  
d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  a n y t h i n g .  1

E v e r y t h i n g  c h a n g e s  s o  
q u i c k l y  t h e s e  d a y s  t h a t  I 
o f t e n  h a v e  t r o u b l e  d e c i d i n g  
w h i c ^  i s  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  t o  
d o .  1

P e o p l e  a r e  b e t t e r  o f f  w h e n  
e v e r y o n e  k n o w s  j u s t  ho w  t h e y  
a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  a c t .  1

N o t h i n g  i s  d o n e  t o  y o u n g  
p e o p l e  who  b r e a k  t h e  l a w .  1

1 l i k e  l i v i n g  i n  J u n e a u .  1

A g r e e
2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

D i s a q r e e
3'

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

S t r o n g l y
D i s a g r e e

4.

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4



P l e a s e  r a t e  e a c h  o f  t h e  a g e n c i e s  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  
I f  y o u  d o  n o t  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  a n  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s i m p l y  c h e c k  
"No" t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a n d  g o  o n  t o  t h e  n e x t  a g e n c y  o r ’ o r g a n i z a t i o n .

1 .  Y o u t h  E m p l o y m e n t  S e r v i c e  ( Y E S )

' a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?
 Y e s   No

I F  Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  ____  ____ ____ ____

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e
y o u  k n o w ?  ____ _________ ____  ____

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n
d o  f o r  y o u ?  ____ . ____  ____  ____

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?  ____  ____  ____  ____

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e
e a s y  t o  t a l k  t o ?  ____  ____  ___  ____

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d
t h e r e ? ______________________ ____  ____  ____  ____

2 .  S o u t h e a s t  A g e n c y ,  T 1 i n g i t - H a i d a  C e n t r a l  C o u n c i l  ( B I A )

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?
 Y e s   No

I F  Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  ____  ____ ____

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e
y o u  k n o w ?  _____________  ____ ____

d . i .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n
d o  f o r  y o u ?  ____  ____  ____ ____

e .  W o u l d  c ' . e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?  ____ ____  ___  ____

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y
t o  t a l k  t o ?  ___  ___  ____

n «*nn f rii<( .■»



B o r o u g h  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  ( F a m i l y  P l a n n i n g  C l i n i c )

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?
 Y e s   No

I F  Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Kno w

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  ____ ____  ____  ____

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  kn ow  w f r a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

B a r t l e t t  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  No

I F  Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  ____  ___  ____

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  kn ow  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  a b o u t  
y o u  p r o b l e m s  w i t h o u t  y o u r  
p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g. Would you send a friend
there?



a .  D o  y o u  kn ow  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?
Y e s No

I F  Y E S : No  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?

c .  D o  - t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  kn ow  w h a t  t h e y  c a n
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  
e a s y  t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

T e e n  H o m e s ,  I n c .

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
' Y e s  No

I F  Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Kno w

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  _____________ ____ ____

c.  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e
y o u  k n o w ?  ____ ____ ____  ____

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n
d o  f o r  y o u ? _________________ ____ _________ ____  ____

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?  ____ ____ ____  ____

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g. Would you send a friend
there?
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J u n e a u  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  No

I F  Y E S :

b .  I s  i t  e a s y j t o  g e t  t h e r e ?

c .  D o  t h e y  h a ^ e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

8 .  S t a t e  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e

No S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  No

I F  Y E S :*
b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

No S o m e t i m e s Y e s  D o n ' t  Kno w

{



9 .  T e e n  C l u b

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?
 Y e s   No

I F  Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Kno w

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  ________________      • __

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  
e a s y  t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

1 0 .  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  ( P U S )

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?
 Y e s   N o

I F  r S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  ____ ____  ____  ____

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g. Would you send a friend
there?
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1 1 .  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s

1 2 .

]<»• v BmK:
H

a . D o  y o u  kno w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  N o  ‘

r. ’W M jy-wv*'**

b .

c .

I F  Y E S :

I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?

D o  t h e y '  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

No S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

d .  D o  y o u  kn ow  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l 1 a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
the> e ?

C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l s  ( a f t e r  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  c o u r s e s )

a .  D o  y o u  k now  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  No

I F  Y E S :

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  kno w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

No  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know



a .  D o  y o u  kn ow  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  No

State Social Services (Tamily and Children Services)

I F  Y E S :  i N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n

b .  I s  i t  e a s y !  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?

c .  D o  t h e y  h a y e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
. t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

S o u t h e a s t  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  C l i n i c

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
 Y e s  No

I F  Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t ,  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

;
f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  

t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?
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1 5 .  A l a s k a  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s m-:

1 6 .

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  N o

I F  Y E S :

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?

N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

c .  D o - t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p -  
‘ u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e

y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  kn ow  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

A l a s k a  Y o u t h  V i l l a g e  

a Do  y o u  kn ow  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  No

b .

c .

I F  Y E S :

I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?

N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t n e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .

g.

A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

Would you send a friend
there?

- _ 2 ____



1 7 .  P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r ' s  O f f i c e

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  ' N o

I F  Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ’ t Know

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  ____  ____  ____  ____

c .  D o  t h e y ,  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e
y o u  k n o w ?  ____  ____  ____  ____

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n
d o  f o r  y o u ? _________________ ____  ____ ____  ____

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?  ____  ____  ____  ____

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y
t o  t a l k  t o ?  ____

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

1 8 .  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  B r o t h e r h o o d  ( A N B )

a .  D o  y o u  k now  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  N o

I F  Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  _____________ ____  ____

c.  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e
y o u  k n o w ?  ____  ____  ____ ____

d. D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n
d o  f o r  y o u ?  „ ____ ____ ____

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?  ____  ____  ____  ____

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y
t o  t a l k  t o ? __________________________ ____  ___

g. Would you send a friend
there?



1 9 .  C e n t r a l  A l c o h o l i s m  A g e n c y  ( A C A )

a . D o  y o u  
Y e s

t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
No

I F  Y E S :  ;
»

b .  I s  i t  e a s y ,  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?

c .  D o  t h e y  ha lv e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n
d c  f o r  y o u ?  ____  ____ ____

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?  ____ ____  ____

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y
t o  t a l k  t o ? _________________ ____  ____  ____

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d
t h e r e ? ______________________ ____  ____  ____

2 0 .  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  S i s t e r h o o d  ( A N S )

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  No

I F  Y E S :

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know



J o h n s o n  O ' M a l l e y  P r o g r a m  ( J O M )

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  N o

N o S o m e t i m e sI F  Y E S :

. • b. I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  ____  __ ____
. ' • * *
c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­

u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e
y o u  k n o w ?  ____ _________ ____

d. D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n
d o  f o r  y o u ?  * ____ _________  ____

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?  ____  ____  ____

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y
t o  t a l k  t o ? _________________ ____ _________ ____

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d
t h e r e ? ______________________ ____ _________ ____

2 2 .  C a t h o l i c  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s

a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  N o

Y o s  D o n ' t  Know

I F  Y E S :

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

N o S o m e t i m e s  Y t s D o n ' t  Know



a . D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?
 Y e s   No

I F  Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  K now

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  ____  ____  ____

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e
y o u  k n o w ?  ____  ____  ____  ____

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
W i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

2 4 .  A l a s k a n s  F o r  L i f e

a-. D o  y o u  kn ow  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?
  Y e s   No

•IF Y E S :  'No S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  ____  __  ___

•c. D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  k now  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

i
g. Would you send a friend

there? ____ __________  ____ ____



a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?
 Y e s   Ho

Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a. g o o d  r* . , . -  
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  kn ow  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

2 6 .  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y

a .  D o  y o u  k now  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
  Y e s  No

I E  Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  ___

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  
y o u  k n o w ?

d .  D o  y o u  kn ow  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  
d o  f o r  y o u ?

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y  
t o  t a l k  t o ?

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?



a .  D o  y o u  kno w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?
 Y e s   No

I F  Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  ____    .___

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e
y o u  k n o w ?  ____  ____  ____  ____

d .  D o  y o u  kno w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n
d o  f o r  y o u ? _________________ ____ _________  ____  ____

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?  ____  ____  ____  ____

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y
t o  t a l k  t o ?  ___

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?

2 8 .  B o y  S c o u t s

3 . D o  y o u  kn ow  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
Y e s  No

I F  Y E S :  N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know

b .  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?   ___  ____  ____  ____

c.  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e
y o u  k n o w ?  . ____  ____  ____  ____

d. D o  y o u  kno w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n
d o  f o r  y o u ?  ____ _________  ____  ____

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t o l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?  ____ ____  ____  ____

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y
t o  t a l k  t o ? _________________ ____  ____  ____  ____

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e r e ?



1 J

G i r l  S c o u t s s\
a .  D o  y o u  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e n c y  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?

 Y e s   N o
j

I F  Y E S :  j N o  S o m e t i m e s  Y e s  D o n ' t  Know
%

b.  I s  i t  e a s y  t o  g e t  t h e r e ?  ____  ____  ____  ____

c .  D o  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e
y o u  k n o w ?  ____  ___  ____  ____

d .  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  c a n
d o  f o r  y o u ?  ____  ____  ____  ____

e .  W o u l d  t h e y  t e l l  a n y o n e  
a b o u t  y o u r  p r o b l e m s
w i t h o u t  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ?  ____  ____  ____  ____

f .  A r e  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e r e  e a s y
t o  t a l k  t o ? _________________ ____  ____  ____  ____

g .  W o u l d  y o u  s e n d  a  f r i e n d  
t h e i r e ?

I f  y o u  h a v e  p e r s o n a l l y  r e c e i v e d  h e l p ,  o r  t r i e d  t o  g e t  h e l p ,  
t h e  a g e n c i e s  l i s t e d ,  p l e a s e  c i r c l e  Y E S .  I f  n o t ,  c i r c l e  N O .

f r o m

a . Y o u t h  E m p l o y m e n t  S e r v i c e  ( Y E S ) Y e s N o

b . S o u t h e a s t  A g e n c y ,  T 1 i n g i t - H a i d a  C e n t r a l  A g e n c y  
( B I A )  Y e s N o

c . B o r o u g h  H e a l t h  C e n t e r Y e s N o

d . B a r t l e t t  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l Y e s N o

e . J u n e a u  R e c e i v i n g  Home Y e s N o

f . T e e n  H o m e s ,  I n c . Y e s N o

g. J u n e a u  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t Y e s N o

h . S t a t e  P r o b a t i o n  O f f i c e Y e s No

i . t e e n  C l u b Y e s N o

j . A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  ( P U S ). Y e s N o

k . S t a t e  T r o o p e r s Y e s N o

1 . C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l s Y e s N o

m. S t a t e  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s Y e s N o



3 1 a .

b .

n . S o u t h e a s t  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  C l i n i c Y e s No

0 . A l a s k a  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s Y e s No

P . A l a s k a  Y o u t h  V i l l a g e Y e s N o

q . P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r ' s  O f f i c e Y e s No

r . A l a s k a  N a t i v e  B r o t h e r h o o d  ( A N B ) Y e s N o

s . C e n t r a l  A l c o h o l i s m  A g e n c y  ( A C A ) Y e s N o

t . A l a s k a  N a t i v e  S i s t e r h o o d  ( A N S ) Y e s No

u . J o h n s o n  O ' M a l l e y  ( J O M ) Y e s N o

V . C a t h o l i c  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s Y e s N o

w . O f f i c e  o f  V o c a t i o n a l  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n Y e s No

X . A l a s k a n s  F o r  L i f e Y e s No

y . 4 - H  C l u b Y e s N o

z . S a l v a t i o n  A r m y Y e s N o

a a . C a m p f i r e  G i r l s Y e s N o

b b . B o y  S c o u t s Y e s N o

c c . G i r l  S c o u t s Y e s N o

I n  c a s e  o f  a  f a m i l y  p r o b l e m ,  t o  who m w o u l d  y o u  
( n u m b e r  y o u r  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  c h o i c e s )

f i r s t  t u r n f o r  h e l p ?

 P a r e n t __________________ ____ S c h o o l  N u r s e
 T & a c h e r  ____ S t a t e  T r o o p e r
  F r i e n d  ____  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r
 R e l a t i v e  ____ M i n i s t e r ,  p r i e s t ,  o r  r e l i g i o u s  r e p .
 P o l i c e m a n _______________ ____ C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l  C o o r d i n a t o r
 A g e n c y  ( n a m e )  ____ N o b o d y

_____________  ____ O t h e r

I n  c a s e  o f  a  s c h o o l  p r o b l e m ,  t o  whom w o u l d  y o u  f i r s t  t u r n  f o r  h e l p ?  
( n u m b e r  y o u r  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  c h o i c e s )

 1 P a r e n t  ____ S c h o o l  N u r s e
  T e a c h e r  ____  S t a t e  T r o o p e r

F r i e n d  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r
R e l a t i v e
P o l  i c e m a n  
A g e n c y  ( n a m e )

M i n i s t e r ,  p r i e s t ,  o r  r e l i g i o u s  r e p .  
C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l  C o o r d i n a t o r  
N o b o d y  
O t h e r



c .  I n  c a s e  o f  a  p e r s o n a l  p r o b l e m ,  t o  whom w o u l d  y o u  f i r s t  t u r n  f o r  h e l p ?  
( n u m b e r  y o u r  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  c h o i c e s )

P a r e n t  ____ S c h o o l  N u r s e
T e a c h e r  ____ S t a t e  T r o o p e r
F r i e n d  ____  S c h o o l  C o u n s e l o r
R e l a t i v e  ____ M i n i s t e r ,  p r i e s t ,  o r  r e l i g i o u s  r e p .
P o l i c e m a n  ____ C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l  C o o r d i n a t o r
A g e n c y  ( n a m e )  ____ N o b o d y
 ‘  ■ O t h e r

F u t u r e :

Now  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a s k  y o u  a  f e w  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  y o u r  h o p e s  f o r  y o u r  f u t u r e  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  w o r k .

1 .  How m u c h  s c h o o l  w o u l d  y o u  l i k e  t o  f i n i s h ?  ( c h e c K  o n e )

 J u n i o r  H i g h   H i g h  S c h o o l   C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e

  U n i v e r s i t y  ____  V o c a t i o n a l  T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l

a .  W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  y o u r  c h a n c e s  a r e  f o r  g e t t i n g  t h i s  m u c h  e d u c a t i o n ?  

 P o o r  F a i r  G o o d

b. W h a t  a r e  t h e  c h a n c e s  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  d r o p  o u t  o r  q u i t  s c h o o l  b e f o r e  
c o m p l e t i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l ?

 P o o r   F a i r   G o o d

c .  How m a n y  o f  y o u r  f r i e n d s  w i l l  g o  t o  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y ?

 N o n e   S o m e  M o s t

d .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a  b e t t e r ,  e q u a l , o r  w o r s e  c h a n c e  t h a n  o t h e r s  t o  g e t  a  
g o o d  e d u c a t i o n ?

 W o r s e   E q u a l  B e t t e r

2 .  W h a t  k i n d  o f  j o b  w o u l d  y o u  l i k e  t o  h a v e  a s  a n  a d u l t ?

a .  W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  y o u r  c h a n c e s  a r e  o f  g e t t i n g  t h a t  k i n d  o f  j o b ?

 G o o d   F a i r   P o o r

b. W h a t  a r e  t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  y o u  g e t t i n g  a  j o b  a s  a n  a d u l t  t h a t  p a y s  w e l l ?



c .  How g o o d  a r e  t h e  c h a n c e s  f o r  y o u  t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l  a t  y o u r  f u t u r e  
j o b ?

P o o r  F a i r  G o o d

d .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a  b e t t e r ,  e q u a l ,  o r  w o r s e  c h a n c e  t h a n  o t h e r s  t o  g e t  t h e  
j o b  y o u  w a n t ?

  B e t t e r   E q u a l   W o r s e

B e h a v i o r :

C i r c l e  t h e  a n s w e r  y o u  c h o o s e  f o r  e a c h  q u e s t i o n .  R e m e m b e r ,  a l l  o f  y o u r  
a n s w e r s  w i l l  b e  k e p t  s e c r e t .

O n c e  o r  S e v e r a l  V e r y
N e v e r  T w i c e  T i m e s  O f t e n

1 2  3  4

I n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  ho w  o f t e n  h a v e  y o u . . .

1 .  g i v e n  a  t e a c h e r  a  f a k e  e x c u s e  f o r
b e i n g  a b s e n t  f r o m  c l a s s ?  1 2  3 4

2 .  t a k e n  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  t h a t  d o n ' t
b e l o n g  t o  y o u ?  1 2  3 4

3 .  b r o k e n  i n t o  a  l o c k e d  p l a c e
w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n ?  1 2  3 4

4 .  t a k e n  a  c a r  o r  t r u c k  f o r  a  
d r i v e  w i t h o u t  t h e  o w n e r ' s
p e r m i s s i o n ?  1 2 3 4

5 .  t a k e n  s o m e t h i n g  f r o m  a  s t u d e n t ' s
l o c k e r  w i t h o u t  a s k i n g  h i m ?  1 3 4

6 .  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  ( o n  p u r p o s e )  
d a m a g e d  p r i v a t e  o r  p u b l i c
p r o p e r t y .  1 2  3 4

7 .  b e a t  u p  o n  o t h e r  y o u n g  p e o p l e ?  1 2  3 4

8 .  t a k e n  s o m e t h i n g  w o r t h  $ 5 0  o r
m o r e  t h a t  d i d n ' t  b e l o n g  t o  y o u ?  1 2  3 4

I
9 .  r u n  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e ?  1 2  3 4

1 0 .  u s e d  f o r c e  t o  t a k e  m o n e y  f r o m
a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ?  . 1  2  3  4

1 1 .  s m o k e d  c i g a r e t t e s ?  1 2  3 4

1 2 .  s m o k e d  m a r i j u a n a ?  1 2  3 4



1 3 .  s h a r e d  m a r i j u a n a  w i t h  o t h e r s ?
j

1 4 .  s o l d  m a r i j u a n a ?

1 5 .  s n i f f e d  g l u e  ori  i n h a l e d  f u m e s  
( g a s ) ? t •I%*

1 6 .  u s e d  h a r d  d r u g s  ( " d o w n e r s " ,  
h e r o i n ) ?

1 7 .  s o l d  h a r d  d r u g s ?

1 8 .  u s e d  a l c o h o l  ( " b o o z e " ) ?

1 9 .  t r i e d  t o  h u r t  y o u r s e l f ?

N e v e r
O n c e  o r  

T w i c e  
2

2

2

2

2

3

3

Several
Times

3

3

3

3

3

V e r y  
O f t e n  

• 4

4

4

4

4

4

4

K .  S e l f  I m a g e :

C i r c l e  t h e  a n s w e r  f o r  e a c h  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  b e s t  d e s c r i b e s  ho w  y o u  f e e l  a b o u t  
. y o u r s e l f .

1 .  I  am  a  p e r s o n  o f  w o r t h ,  a t  
l e a s t  e q u a l  w i t h  o t h e r s .

2 .  O t h e r  p e o p l e  t h i n k  I  h a v e  g o o d  
q u a l i t i e s .

3 .  A l l  i n  a l l ,  I  f e e l  t h a t  I  am a  
f a i l u r e .

4 .  I am a b l e  t o  d o  t h i n g s  a s  w e l l  
a s  m o s t  p e o p l e .

5 .  I am n o t  r e s p e c t e d  b y  o t h e r s .

6 .  I a m  f u n  t o  b e  w i t h .

7 .  I f i n d  i t  e a s i e r  t o  t a l k  t o  a  
p e r s o n  o f  my o w n  r a c e  o r  e t h n i c  
b a c k g r o u n d .

A l w a y s O f t e n
2

2

2

2

2

2

2

S o m e t i m e s
3

3

3

N e v e r
4

4

4

4

4

L .  P e e r s :

T h e  n e x t  t e n  s t a t e m e n t s  h a v e  t o  d o  w i t h  y o u r  f r i e n d s .  R e a d  t h e m  a n d  c i r c l e  
t h e  a n s w e r  w h i c h  b e s t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e m .
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\ 31

Y e s

1. B e i n g  g o o d  a t  o u t d o o r  n c t i v i l i e s  
l i k e  f i s h i n g  o r . h u n t i n g  i s  i m p o r t a n t  
t o  my f r i e n d s .  ;

2 .  My  f r i e n d s  t h i n k  l e s s  o f  a  p e r s o n  
i f  h e / s h e  g e t s  i n t o  t r o u b l e  w i t h  
t h e  l a w .  | ■

I
3 .  I n  my  g r o u p  o f  f r i e n d s ,  g e t t i n g  

i n t o  t r o u b l e  i s  a  w a y  o f  g e t t i n g  
r e s p e c t .

4 .  P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  
i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  my  f r i e n d s .

5 .  Y o u n g  p e o p l e  t h a t  g e t  i n t o  t r o u b l e  
a  l o t  f e e l  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  my 
f r i e n d s .

6 . H a v i n g  g o o d  g r a d e s  i s  a  w a y  o f  
g e t t i n g  r e s p e c t  i n  my g r o u p .

7 • • Wh en  I c h o o s e  a  f r i e n d  i t  i s  a  
p e r s o n  w h o  i s  n o t  a f r a i d  t o  
h a v e  a  l i t t l e  f u n ,  e v e n  i f  i t  
m e a n s  b r e a k i n g  t h e  l a w .

8 . M y  f r i e n d s  d o  n o t  g e t  a l o n g  w i t h
p e o p l e  w ho  d r i n k  o r  u s e  d r u g s .

9 .  M y  f r i e n d s  t h i n k  t h a t  n o t h i n g  w i l l
i . ^ p pe n  t o  t h e m  i f  t h e y  a r e  c a u g h t  
b r e a k i n g  t h e  l a w .

10. I  d o  n o t  h a v e  m a n y  f r i e n d s .

1 1 .  M o s t  o f  my f r i e n d s  a r e  
  my  a g e .  ( c h e c k  o n e ]

wmm—mmrwwmk

No
2

2

2

2

2

o l d e r  t h a n  m y : e l f ,

D o n ' t  Know

3

3

y o u n g e r  t h a n  m y s e l f ,

12. I  h a v e  o n e  o r  m o r e  f r i e n d s  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e  ( o r  e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d ) .  
Y e s  N o



% *
i p w p M W r a ?tuSxcKT: wf;*y-.̂'VT̂w

3 2; jiHvu '.; .*«M*,'V m ^wurajrc *fV5»7-

•

M .  Now t h a t  y o u  h a v e  a l m o s t  f i n i s h e d  t h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  w h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k
w e  h a v e  m i s s e d ?  W h a t  h a s  b e e n  l e f t  o u t  t h a t  w o u l d  h e l p  u s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d
y o u  a n d  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  o r  n e e d ?

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s p e n d i n g  y o u r  t i m e  i n  h e l p i n g  u s ,

K o r d  R o o s e n - R u n g e  
Y o u t h  S e r v i c e s  C o n s u l t a n t
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C 2 ĵ o ,O tM  : O Jo /<  j  f-rr~

p C P T ,  ’k r e P R e ^ s c i v j i i j j p ,

./V £  /?

/ A ± ^ . o-4- S iA C  £&■
c \ w

t / jK ’vi / P - -  

1  p t c

(1





4. f t

4 ‘ ^

Introduced: 1/16/79
Referred: Judiciary

SENATE BILL NO. 40 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to parental rights."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.30 is amended by adding new sections to read:

ARTICLE 5. PARENTAL RIGHTS.

Sec. 14.30.450. PURPOSE. The purpose of AS 14.30.450 - 14.30.540 

is to protect the rights of parents and guardians in regard to their 

minor children enrolled in the schools of the state. The educational 

well-being of the child is best served when there is mutual cooperation 

and confidence between parents and school personnel.

Sec. 14.30.460. ACCESS TO INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAL AND PROGRAMS.

The district school board or regional educational attendance area school 

board shall keep on file and make available for inspection to parents or 

guardians all instructional materials being used in the district. The 

materials may be inspected during regular office hours.

Sec. 14.30.470. PARENTAL APPROVAL OF CERTAIN PROGRAMS. Before 

placing a student in a program which is specifically funded as an ex­

perimental, innovative, pilot, or research program, the local board 

shall inform the parent or guardian that the child is being placed in 

such a program. If the parent or guardian objects, the child shall be 

placed in a regular program of instruction.

Se-. 14.30.480. TESTING PROCEDURES. A personality or attitude 

adjustment test shall be administered under the following circumstances:

(1) The tests shall be made available to parents or guardians 

for inspection at the school where the test is to be administered.

IN THE SENATE BY BRADLEY
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1 (2) Parents or guardians shall be informed of the nature of

2 the test and written I consent shall be obtained from the parent or guar-

3 dian before the administration of the test to a student.

4 (3) The students are informed that the tests are voluntary

5 and not a school requirement.

G Sec. 14.30.490. CONTENT OF STUDENT'S RECORDS. Student records

/ shall include an annual evaluation of the student's progress in the

o basic skills of reading, language, and computation, measured in terms of

9 grade level norms set by the local school district board.

10 Sec. 14.30.500. ACCESS TO STUDENT RECORDS BY PARENTS. A school

11 shall, upon request, make available to the student, parent or guardian

1? of a student the content of the student's records. The parent or guar-

13 dian may choose to be accompanied by another person or persons during a

14 review of the contents of the student's records.

If, Sec. 14.30.510. CORRECTION OF STUDENT RECORDS. (a) If a parent

id or guardian disputes the accuracy of an item in the student's records,

17 he may give notice in writing to the principal specifying in what manner

in he believes the item in the records is inaccurate. Within 15 days after

19 receiving a notice of the alleged inaccuracy, the principal shall, in

70 writing, either deny the alleged inaccuracy, admit the Inaccuracy, or

71 state that there has not been sufficient time to complete an investiga-

77 tion.

73 (b) If the principal states that there has not been sufficient

74 time to complete the investigation, he shall immediately investigate the

7b matter to determine its accuracy. When the principal completes the

,() investigation and determines whether the item is accurate or inaccurate,

y, he 3hall inform the parent or guardian. If the principal determines

7(j that the item is inaccurate, he shall immediately correct the item in

2SL rucorils uncl Inform anyone who has previously received a report

- 2 -



containing the inaccurate information.

(c) The parent or guardian may attach a written statement to a 

disputed item that cannot be resolved under this section.

Sec. 14.30.520. PERMISSIBLE USE OF STUDENT RECORDS. (a) Student 

records are confidential and may be made available only

(1) to the student, parent, or guardian of the student*

(2) to the professional staff working with the student*

(3) to a court ordering their production;

(4) under written instructions of a parent or guardian for 

thoir transfer to another school or institution;

(5) under any other written instructions from a parent or 

guardian; and

(6) for verification of pupil attendance, bus transportation, 

or similar expenses to state or federal agencies.

(b) A school employee may not use student records for a personal,

nonprofessional reason.

Sec. 14.30.530. ENFORCEMENT. (a) A person whose rights under AS

14.30.450- 14.30.520 are violated may apply to the superior court for un 

order protecting and enforcing the rights.

(b) A school district or regional educational attendance area

found under (a) of this section to have violated rights protected under

AS 14.30.450 - 14.30.520 is liable for the assessment of costs and

attorneys fees under Rule 82 of the Alaska Rules of Civil Procedure; as

appropriate, the court may also assess against the school district 

extraordinary costs of the plaintiff, including but not limited to costs 

of travel.

Sec. 14.30.540. DEFINITIONS. In AS 14.30.450 - 14.30.540,

(1) "academic test" means an instrument used to assess a 

student's academic achievement;



9

(2) "ins Lonal material" means a textbook, teacher manual,

film or filmstrip;

(3) "personality or attitude adjustment test" means a written 

test or questionnaire other than an academic test for the collection of 

information relative to a student's personality, environment, home life, 

parental or family relationships, economic status, religious beliefs, 

patriotism, sexual behavior or attitudes, or psychological or sociologi­

cal problems;

the state maintained by an organized school district or by a regional 

educational attendance area;

by an organized school district or by a regional educational attendance 

area;

(6) "student records" means all information on the student 

recorded and retained by the school.

(4) "school" means a public elementary or secondary school of

(5) "student" means a person enrolled in a school maintained

- 4 -



P.O. BOX 4-28S0 • ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99309

M a r c h  1 6 ,  1 9 7 8

S e n a t o r  7 J . E .  " B r a d "  B r a d l e y  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y :

I  w i l l  b e  i n  J u n e a u  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  H . E . 3 . S .  C o m m i t t e e  

o n  M o n d a y ,  M a r c h  2 0 ,  1 9 7 8 .  C a n  y o u  p o s s i b l y  s p a r e  m e  a  f e w  

m i n u t e s  o u t  o f  y o u r  b u s y  s c h e d u l e ,  a n y t i m e  M o n d a y  t h r o u g h  
W e d n e s d a y ?

I  w i l l  c o n t a c t  y o u r  o f f i c e  M o n d a y .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a r r o y c e  H a l l ,  C h a i r m a n  

P e o p l e  F o r  B e t t e r  E d u c a t i o n ,  I n c
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L e t t e r s  T o  T B e * . E d i t o r

J u v e n ile  C r im e
• Dear Editor:

A  recent published article tells of 
parents forced to pay for vandalism 

• -b y  teenagers. Another lists crimes 
committed without names of 

. teenagers. We coddle them, tolerate 
'. Mhem, pay for their crimes. This
* -permissive society stinks. Condone it 
r.because you can’t control it, turn 
. -.•your back so as not to see.
I ‘ G ive  the parents back the control

• and discipline of the teenagers.
‘̂ T T iT flfrourthe tax wasting social
"Agencies arid legislators jfiai
sponsored the funawajHaws, »ivc

the'. the police lu rk  ihe_a u thorny they 
. need to curb the increase in juvenile 
crime and put_every pot head in j aiL

aerience wnh a teenager who 
receives advice tfin| tptf InW-dnesn’t _ 
have a thing to say and neither does _

JllCiJarual—
If the parent as a voter took a 

stand right now and drew f :e  line, 
decided to change things ti 
eliminate the we-can’t-holp-yoij 
attitudes, if those of us who have^ 
suffered because a decaying morals 
Legislature allowed the current drug 
laws, would stand up and tell those 
politicians that next year they will 
find themselves on the outside /( 
looking for a job, the tide would turn. 

Enforce the curfew law. Ronent 
_ iluLlejm nil—tlrue J a w s. JaiT~drug 

pushers and throw away the gey: 
Make anyone who breaks the law, at 
any age, pay the price. Those are 
simple rules to follow, the 10 
Commandments and the use of 
common sense.

Donald C. Patterson 
<847 Becharof

R e lig io u s
^ ‘D ear Editor:
* -In  regard to the letter on religious 
•-broadcasts that appeared in your

v-.paper March 22: I am  sure that 
► rhistory will record that Madeline 
«• ^Murray O’Hare was a great patriot. 
J -’Mrs. OTlare alone successfully 
it carried the fight to prevent the 

-leaching of mysticism and 
, oupcrsition in government-owned
• '■schools.

I am  In opposition to Mrs. O ’Hare 
; «.In her opinion that churches should 
j. be taxed. This is not because I

B ro a d c a s ts
believe churches should have a | 
special category, but because I j 
believe all taxes arc immoral.

1 totally agree with her objection\ 
to religious broadcasts. These ’ 
programs are either presented as 
public service broadcasts or they are 
paid for by tax-exempt funds —  for 
example, the P T L  Club aired over 
Channel 2.

I wish Mrs. OTlare all success in 
her new endeavor.

Herbert Mallicoat 
Box 6765 • • .
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S e x  E d u c a tio n
iDear Editor:

I am  writing this letter as a 
I concerned parent residing in the 
Anchorage area.

There has been much concent 
over the issues of sex education and 
the way it is being taught to our 
young people in public schools.

M y reason for writing is that I 
would like to see a film study 
arranged on the concerns and issues 
of sex education. This would be done 
so that parents have the opportunity 
to see what is being taught, that they 
may better be informed and able to 
air their feelings and opinions on 
these issues.

That this is an unpopular opinion 
among some teachers and members 
of (he school board should be of no 
concern. What should be taken into 
consideration is that your child is 
your responsibility. I sincerely feel 
that a film study can be arranged for 
the parents and other concerned 
citizens. Sex education should be 
open to public opinion and no longer 

l kept in the closet or whitewashed. 
Mary B. Clark 
7150 Henderson Loop

Dear Editor:
I am writing to you as president 

of the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy Alumni 
Association for northeast Ohio.

I examined your Port of 
Anchorage dock area. It is one of the 
finest 1 have ever seen. It is one that 
any city would be justifiably proud to 
have and utilize.

I then read your story of the 
retiring Chamber of Commerce 
head, Claire Banks, who 
spearheaded the drive to establish 
the Port of Anchorage docks. All 
citizens and businesses of the 
Anchorugc area truly own lam a 
debt. Because of his efforts they can 
live better for less.

James J. Bambrick 
Cleveland Heights. Ohio
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p a r e n t a l  R i g h t s  B i l l  I n  S e n a t e

A  bill entitled "A n  Act 
relating to parental rights."

-Sponsored bv Senators Bradley. 
Huber and Orsini, SB 495 
includes sections tha t'" protect 
the rights of parents and 
guardians in regard to their 
minor children enrolled in the 
schools of the state. It finds that 
the educational well-being of 
the child is best served when 
there is mutual cooperation and 
confidence between parents 
and school personnel."

The act provides that school 
boards will keep on file and 
make available for parental 
inspection, all instructional 
materials used.

It also requires that before a 
student may be placed in an 
experimental, pilot or research 
program that the parents shall 
be informed and then give the 
parents an option to refuse to 
have their child in such a 
program.

O f particular in terest to 
paren ts is the sec tion  on 
t e s t in g  p r o c e d u r e s  w h ic h  
s ta te s  tha t no personality  or 
a d ju s tm e n t  t e s t  m a y  be  
adm in istered  excep t under 
certain conditions: (they m u s t  
b e  ava ila b le  fo r  p a re n ta l  
exam ination: paren ts m u s t be  
in fo rm ed  and  w ritten  co nsen t 
g iven: and  the te s ts  m u s t be  
voluntary.

This typ e  o f  te s t  includes  
te s ts  tha t collect in form ation  
relative to  a s tu d e n t's  person- • 
ality. environm ent, h o m e  life, 
parenta l or fam ily relation­
s h i p s .  e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s ,  
religious belief, patriotism , 
sexu a l behavior or a ttitudes, or 
psycho log ica l or sociological 
problem s.

The bill also p.'vrulas that 
student records shall m -iude a 
y e a r l y  e v a l u a t i on  of t he  
student’s progress in the basic 
skills of reading, language and 
computation measured in terms 
of national standard grade level 
norms.

It further provides that a 
school shall make records 
available, upon request, to 
parents or guardians and that 
the parents may be accompa­
nied by another person or

State Senator Mike Coletta 
has provided ALERT  with an 
advance copy of Senate Bill 504 
entitled "A n  Act Relating to the 
R e g u l a t i o n  of Cha r i t a b l e  
O r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  
Solicitation of Contributions for 
Charitable Purposes." He has 
indicated that he will address 
any questions that might be 
raised about this bill.

Among other things this bill: 
“Requires that charitable 
o r ga n i z a t i o n s  so l i c i t i ng  
contributions within Alaska 
register w ith the Attorney 
General’s office. A  $10 fee 
will be charged.
“Certain educational institu­
tions, all organizations who 
solicit contributions only 
from their mombors and fund 
raising or relief of an 
individual aro exempt from 
tho registration requirement. 
“Th -' organizations required 
to register must also file 
annua l  r e p o r t s  l ist ing,  
among othor things, gross 
income, oxponsos and net

persons while examining the 
student's records.

Under the terms of this bill 
these school records may be 
challenged by a parent and 
either corrected or may have a 
written report placed in these 
records by the parent. The bill 
also limits use of the records to a 
very limited number of people.

Letters in support of SB 495 
can be sent to your State 
Senator or the sponsoring 
senators. Pouch V, Juneau, AK 
99811.

income inuring to the benefit 
of the charity.
•Professional fund-raisers 
must register wi th the 
Attorney General's office. A  
registration fee and bond are 
required.
“I.D. cards must be carried by 
a ll p e r s o n s  s o l i c i t i n g  
contributions and the cards 
must be produced upon 
request of any potontial 
contributor.

Senate bill 504 is very lengthy 
and should be evaluated by both 
churches and charities to insure , 
that the interpretation of this bill 
w ill reflect tho intent of the 
sponsor and serves the best 
interest of the community.

A L E R T  s u g g o s t s  t ha t  
c h u r c h e s  or i n d i v i d u a l s  
interested in further information 
should obtain a copy of the bill by 
cal l i ng the A l aska  Stat e  
Legislature Olficcs —  phone 
278 - 3668 .  A d d r o s s  your  
commonts on SB 504 to 
Churches Alert, P O  Box IQ - 
445. Anchorago. AK  99511.

Comments Sought From Churches
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Lawyer Confident Par­

ental Rights Ruling

Washington (NC) — An offi­
cial of the Catholic League for 
Religious and Civil Rights has 
praised a U.S. District Court rul­
ing that parents must be noti­
fied before public agencies dis- 

. pense contraceptives to their 
mu <.r children, and expressed 
confidence that the decision 
will be upheld on appeal.

Stuart D. Hubboll, executive 
director of the Catholic rights 
organization, called the recent 
ruling by District Court Judge 
Noel P. Fox of the Federal Dis­
trict Court for Western Michi­
gan "a  very strong opinion in 
law ."

The Catholic League, which 
argued the case, "made a good 
record in court, establishing all 
the facts we wanted to estab­
lish," said Hubbell, a Traverse 
City, Mich., attorney.

In his most recent decision. 
Judge Fox reaffirmed his own 
ruling in the case o f Doc u. Ir­
win. He had been ordered by 
the Sixth Circuit Court of A p ­
peals to review the case in light

Continued on page 6

It  i L t  Is n 't  

F a ir !
Milwaukee (NC) — It just 

wasn’t fair.
A t one table students sat 

down to china, place mats, sil­
verware, fresh fruit, cookies, 
fruit cocktail, salt and pepper, 
and soy sauce in a crystal 
creamer. • •

Waiters served them piping 
hot chop suey loaded with big 
chunks of meat, and the milk 
seemed to flow from a bottom­
less pitcher.

But by the time the waiters 
got around to tables on the 
far side of the cafeteria, the 
only thing left was a little bit 
of rice, and that was cold.

The students ai Milwaukee’s 
Divine Savior-Holy Angels High 
School bore the disparity in the 
meals with good humor, though, 
because what seemed a case of 
bad planning was actually a les­
son in world food distribution. 
All 400 girls taking part had 
volunteered, so they were pre­
pared for what might—or might 
not—be served.

The World Hunger lunch, 
which left most of the girls with

Continued on page 7

A rchbishop Calls fo r  A lte rn a te  

Solution to Teen P regnancies
New York (NC) — 'Hie solu­

tion to the problem of teenage 
pregnancies and abortions lies 
not in "massive contraceptive 
indoctrination" but in educa­
tion that will help them “grow 
up as sexually mature adults," 
said Archbishop Joseph L  Ber- 
nardin of Cincinnati in the 
Jan. 22 issue of the New York 
Times.

Writing in the newspaper's 
op-cd pages on the fifth anni­
versary o f the U.S. Supreme 
Court decisions lifting most 
state restrictions on abortion, 
the archbishop said that there 
is a consensus in this country 
that abortion "is  not desirable 
in and o f itself."

Opinions differ, however, on 
solutions to the problem of 
teenage pregnancies, said Arch­
bishop llernardin, immediate

K
it president of the National 
nference of Catholic Bishops. 

Many promote the wider dis- 
semination of contraceptives 
and contraceptive information

W orld  R efugee P o p u la tio n  a t  

13 M illio n

among teenagers, but past ex­
perience shows that such a 
policy "w ill motivate them to 
precocious sexual activity but 
by no means to the practice of 
contraception," he said.

Archbishop Bernardin called 
that approach “u cheap solu­
tion that will not work and that, 
if it did work would not meet 
the real developmental needs 
of teenagers searching for sexual 
identity."

In addition, he said, the cur­
rent availability o f contracep­
tives and contraceptive informa­
tion indicates that " i f  sexually 
active teenager do not practice 
contraception, it is not because 
they lack opportunity."

The alternative solution, al­
though not an easy one, lies in 
"turning things around, nun in­
stead of telling teenagers that 
they can have sex without con­
sequences, telling them the 
truth: There Is no such thing ns 
sex without consequences, who-

Continued on page 6

Washington (NC) — There 
are more than 13 million refu­
gees throughout the world, 
with Africa experiencing the 
largest growth in refugee popu­
lation but the Middle Fast still 
facing the “most volatile politi­
cal situation,” according to the 
1978World Refugee Survey Re­
port of the U.S. Committee for 
Refugees.

The report said that in A fr i­
ca 1.5 million people have been 
displaced by the civil war in 
Angola; 800,000 have fled con­
flicts in Ethiopia; half the pop­
ulation of Equatorial Guinea—
145.000 people—have left the 
country because of “ severe hu­
man rights violations [by one 
of | the most brutal regimes in 
the world” ; and about 50,000 
have sought to escape guerrilla 
war in the Western Sahara

The two million Palestinian 
refugees throughout the Middle 
East may be further threatened 
by “new tensions between E- 
gypt and her Arab neighbors," 
the report said. In addition, 
there are 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  people inter­
nally displaced on the island of 
Cyprus because of Turkish oc­
cupation; 300,000 Kurds who 
have been forcibly relocated in 
Iraq; and an estimated 400,000 
li?bancse displaced within the 
coun ty  by fighting there.

In Latin America, 80% of all 
citizens live under military dic­
tatorships and "human rights 
violations have been wide­
spread," said the report, which 
noted particular concern for
10.000 refugees living in Ar­
gentina. But, it said, "in  a posi­
tive development, several U ilin  
American nations have announ­
ced plans to return to civilian 
life, and have promised free 
elections and the release of 
political prisoners."

Five million refugees remain 
internally displaced in Indo- 
chinn, “and the border war 
there between Cambodia and 
Vietnam threatens to increase 
this number dramatically," the 
report said. It called the plight 
of the "boat people"—those 
who '.’ live Vietnam by sea and 
an jfi.cn turned awav at other 
Southeast Asian ports—"the  
most dramatic example of refu­
gee vulnerability."

The report also outlined 
"one of the least noticed refu­
gee problems"—the presence in 
Bangladesh o f almost 400,000 
Bihans, non-Bengali-speaking 
Moslems who fled India in 
1947 and are living in make­

shift refugee c; ids awaiung 
repatriation to . .ikistan.

" 'ih e  enormity o f the world 
refugee problem bears tragic 
witness to the need for inter­
national safeguards ensuring 
the right of every individual i;» 
seek and be granted asylum, ’ 
said Gerald E. Connolly, execu­
tive director of the committee. 
He added that less than half 
of the member nations of the 
United Nations have ratified 
existing refugee protection 
treaties and that no Asian n;w 
tion has entered into such an 
international agreement.

“The shame of it a ll," Con­
nolly added, “ is that the inter­
national community seems to 
have become inured to the sight 
o f millions and millions o f per­
sons who feel the need to flee 
war, civil strife, racial injustice 
and political oppression."

Equatorial Guinea: 

Torture Capital of 

the World
I-ondon (NC) — Two politi­

cal prisoners who escaped from 
Equatorial Guinea said its ruler 
ordered a reenactment of the 
Way of the Cross, a crucifixion 
and a mock Mass ns a way of 
torturing and killing dissidents.

The report of the two men, 
who asked not to be named, 
was publsihed by Amnesty In­
ternational, the London-based 
organization concerned with hu­
man rights.

Tlie two escapees said that 
PresHmt Francisco Madus 
Ngu<. j, who after a nine-year- 
rule proclaimed himself presi­
dent for lif-’ , has made Guinea 
“a huge loriure center in which 
the only way out is to the cem­
etery."

Previous reports said the rm 
er has driven religion unde 
ground by a relentless prree* -  
tion. The bishops were cxp« i 
ed, as well as the Spanish ini* 
sionaries, churdhcs were turned 
into army barracks or ware 
houses, schools and seminaries 
closed and religious serenes 
banned.

Some refugee sources in 
neighboring (ialKin said a priest 
can be executed for offering 
Mass, and those attending it 
can be harehly punished. There 
have also been reports that Ma- 

Continued on pege 6
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T h e  S c h o o ls  

A r e  C h a n g in g

By Jcnkin Lloyd Jones

■1-

TWO TINY straws in the wind:
The bulletin ol our neighborhood 

Junior high school reports that the 
Parenl-Tcacher Association lacks 
only 10 of having 100 percent mem­
bership among parents. And an item 
speaks ol a successful new tutoring 
program being conducted by parents 
and calls lor volunteers skilled in 
English grammar.

The. first straw is tiny, indeed. 
PTA memberhip costs only a buck a 
year, and this is small conscience 
money for fathers and mothers who 
let their kids run loose and never 
help with the homework. Mill, near- 
unanimous membership In what is 
supposed to be a school uplilt pro­
gram is a little something.

But the drive for volunteer tutors 
may mean more. The great, grim 
fact, long hidden beneath thick blan­
kets of educationese and tortured 
theory, that most American schools 
are failing Is now emerging.

The effort to eliminate nation­
wide standard testing on the grounds 
that tests are "irrelevant" and "cul­
turally biased" has weakened. The 
diminishing competency scores are 
bare and bleak. The anger is grow­
ing.

So we have the lashing-out and 
the scapegoat-hunting. Some taxpay­
ers, unable to control the gobbling 
Moloch In Washington, have vented 
their wrath on local school levies. In 
places like Toledo, Cleveland and 
Youngstown, schools simply ran out 
of money.

(!'•r
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MUCH OF THIS is only rational, 
a tax revolt where revolt is possible. 
But the fuel that public expenditures 
for primary and secondary educa­
tion have risen 400 percent since 1900 
Is generating u demand for cost ac­
counting. This is not the most propi­
tious lime for militant teachers' 
picket lines.

Oddly, screams about the erosion 
of learning first began arising from 

- those citadels of "liberalism," our 
universities.

Professors were finding that 
many students could no longer read 
their texts. All good professors want 
to teach, and the prospect nl water­
ing down Instruction to the "Me, Tar­
tan — You, June" level, and inhaling 
grades lo the point of fantasy, ap- 

I palled them.
‘ There were many alibis, some 

based on truths. TV was blamed — 
the orlcntulibn of children lo spoken 
words of limited vocabulary, instead 
of written literature. There's not 
much In Charlie's Angels or Police 
Woman to prepare for college.

Illame was placed on the (act that 
J children of the bottom socloeco 

nomlc group (read tha> chiefly 
blacks) were staying In school longer 
and participating in tests. Many 
wanted to go to college. Such •••Hing 
people didn't figure In the tesl ores 
of 25 years ago. All true.

But here the greatest er,,. was 
made. Instead of trying to leuch 
where leaching was difficult, the 
theorists began arguing that teach­
ing was not all thut Important. What 
was Important was "life adjust- 

I men!” and developing the “whole 
, child."

IT WAS ASSERTED that the 
ghetto resident was raised In another 

1 language, and that nny dlulect, how- 
I ever ungrammatical, had equal 
I validity. Everybody hud lo pass. 

Otherwise, schools were being cruel.

[ This, of course, was the worst of 
cruelty. Neither the world, In gen- 
' end, nor employers, In particular.

will be Impressed by the patois of the 
slums. And, language aside, there is 
no way that the world will accept the 
guess that the square root ol W is, 
maybe 7, or that airplanes are held 
up by pressure instead of vacuum.

Toleration of wrong answers led 
us into the chaos of open admission 
to a few colleges and now has the Su­
preme Court wandenng around in 
the thicket of affirmative action. 
Down this road lie increased racial 
tensions and endless frustration.

In the old days, when schools in­
sisted on right answers, many mirac­
les occurred. As Frank Arbruster of 
the Hudson Institute has pointed out 
in his book, "our Children's Crippled 
Future," the old slum schools took 
immigrant youngsters who were 
fresh off the boat, and in a short lime 
the majority coped and many went 
on to eminence.

TODAY WE HEAR the cry that 
we must set up bilingual school sys­
tems because Puerto Rican ard 
Mexican schoolchildren find English 
difficult. Thus their handicaps arc lo 
be coddled and prolonged.

Well, a lot of fancy wallpaper that 
was pasted up with water is coming 
off the wall. Many of the pedagogical 
theorists of the past three decades 
are backing up. Increasingly, legisla­
tures under public pressure are 
demanding minimum competency 
standards for high school adua- 
tion.

The heat Is on for fewer baloney 
courses and more theme-writing. 
The Rev. Jesse Jackson thunders at 
black parents who haven't cared. 
And, as our little Junior high school 
bulletin says, well-educated fathers 
and mothers arc being sought who 
will be willing to hypo the grammar,

The effort by America's educa­
tional establishment to substitute 
compassion for integrity may be 
drawing too close.

The good news is that the bad 
news is out

Jonkin U n u l Jontt it nti/nr o f tho 
/ii/m Trifnmr unit n long-time notion- 
llf/v tvn ilicutetl m/nmniil //*• it n /-nil 
pretltUnl o f ih r ll.S . CJutmbtr o f  ( ,im-
tnrtio.



r:
•e

of

V". ,«<>•«•

Dear Editor:
Knowing The Dally News Is concer­

ned with In • depth coverage of controver­
sial Issues, we ABC Committee members 
feel that further information regarding 
your recent editorial comments on the 
ABC fundamental school would be 
appreciated.

In plotting a map of the results of the 
pb interest survey of last May, our 
at niiittce found a strong response from 
many sections of Anchorage. To 
minimize transportation requirements 
and save energy, we believed any projec­
ted ABC schools should be located in 
areas where high interest prevailed. Nor­
thern Lights School Indicated high 
interest. Such was not the case at Denali 
School.

As plans were developed, the ABC 
Committee was led to believe that no 
more than one school should be con­
sidered on a pilot program for the first 
year. Consequently, our committee, 
after considerable study, recommended 
Northern Lights School as the first fun­
damental school in Anchorage. Criteria 
was based on the following con­
siderations:

1. Northern Lights is in an area of 
diminishing enrollment.

2. The location is a quiet neigh­
borhood but close to major ar.crials.

J. Other elementary schools are In 
proximity for those not wishing this 
program.

4. Widespread neighborhood accep­
tance was indicated by a PTA survey.
. 5. The size conformed with the 
desired 400 student enrollment.

6. The school is not heavily encum­
bered with federal programs.

7. The school reflects a Rood cross • 
section of the community ethnically, 
culturally, racially, and soclo - 
economically.

The School District recommendations 
for two schools at the Jan. 23 School 
Board meeting came us a surprise to 
many persons. The parents of Denali 
Schoolchildren had not yet had a ,ppor- 
tunity to express their preferences, and 
our committee had had no time to assess 
the location and parental altitudes su 
essential to this program. Arbitrary 

’ decisions In the sensitive area of neigh­
borhood schools can be divisive. Of cour­
se we were concerned.

In addition, the Monday Dally News 
reported that Breakthrough, the citizens' 
planning group, has endorsed a plan to 
create "a new headquarters library on 
the site of the Denali School," not to men­
tion tho new federal building a block 
away, other high • rise developments In 
the area, and the projected A-C Street 
couplet. What Is the Inevitable fate of 
Dtnall School is a question that must be 

! answered.
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her to evaluate public response to all 
elementary school programs has not yet 
been released by the District to the 
School Board or the ABC Committee. 
With al' due respect for the fine staff and 
people of the Denali area, our committee 
believes that recommendations of the 
Denali site by the District were 
premature. The problems surrounding 
the Denali School future must be 
evaluated on a long - range basts The 
School Board should be commended for 
thctr vision in delaying a final decision in 
order to evaluate the proposed ABC 
program In Denali School in terms of the 
total community benefit.

Shirley English 
ABC Committee chairman

■:
Capital sense

Dear Editor:
It seems to me that we have been 

hearing far too much propaganda about 
the cost of moving the capital, and little 
information that would inform the people 
so that tiicy could vote intelligently.

Everyone who survives in Alaska 
knows how to do "comparison shop­
ping." The decision to move the capital is 
a decision not to leave It in Juneau. In 
order to make an Intelligent decision the 
voters must know the cost over the same 
time period to allow the capital to remain 
InJuneau.

Our legislators will be doing us all. the 
people of Juncau, included a disservice if 
we do not have these facts before us when 
election day arrives.

Let's have some sense about the 
capital move issue.

Bob llesseltlnei
Crucial information

Dear Eultor:
At the monthly meeting of the Alaska 

Geological Society, Greg Furness of 
W.G.M. and Leo Mark Anthony of the 
University of Alaska discussal some 
Important information concerning 
metallic mineral discoveries and poten­
tial on Admiralty Island in Southeastern 
Alaska. ij

Within the Inst few years, an ore 
deposit on the northern port of the Island 
has been delineated by core drilling. Its 
estimated value Is onc-qunricr billion 
dollars. Work elsewhere on the Island has 
Identified other mineralized areas with 
excellent potential. Moreover, It Is the 
opinion of Furness, Anthony and other 
knowledgeable observers that there are 
many other significant mineralized 
areas on the Island which have not us yet 
been Identified by current exploration 
activities. '

Why Is this Information socrucial? The 
reason is that Congress is considering 
proposals lo classify essentially all of 
Admiralty Island as wlldemoss. If the 
Island Is so classified, mineral develop­
ment and furtt r exploration will be 
effectively ter mated, and the United 
States will be unable lo use tho mineral 
resources of the Island, I feel that this 
would be a short sighted decision, and a 
restricUve wilderness status should not 
be given to the Island until the full extent 
of Its potential has been determined. If at 
that time, with full knowledge of the 
resources being precluded from develop­
ment. the Judgment Is made that the best 
use of the Island Is as wilderness, that 
srauld be a decision based on reason and 
not emotion. Unfortunately, 1 don't think 
that the reasoned approach will win out.

It would be bad enough If the rush to 
wilderness at Admiralty Island were an 
Isolated case. It Is regrettable that It is 
not. Vast regions of Alaska are being con­
sidered for wilderness classification os 
part of the d-2 legislation currently 
before Congress. In many instances, the 
mineral and other economic resources of 
the areas have not been adequately 
evaluated. I think that It would be innp 
proprtate and potentially disastrous lo 
prevent development In large areas of 
Alaska before the country knows what It 
la giving up.

David M. Courtis



h i s  b i l l  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  c o m p l a i n t s  b y  m a n y

S B  4 0 ,  " P A R E N T A L  R I G H T S "

p a r e n t s  o f  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  o f  m e m b e r s

o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  A n c h o r a g e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s :

a .  T h e  P e o p l e  f o r  B e t t e r  E d u c a t i o n

b .  T h e  A l a s k a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  W o m e n ,  a n d

c .  T h e  P a r e n t  T e a c h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n .

2 .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f

p a r e n t s  a n d  g u a r d i a n s  o f  c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  

e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

w i l l  a l s o  r e s u l t  i n  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  b e i n g  

s u b j e c t e d  t o  c e r t a i n  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l i t y  

o r  a t t i t u d e  a d j u s t m e n t  t e s t s ,  w h i c h  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  c e r t a i n

p e r s o n a l - i n f o r m a t i o n  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s /  c o n s i d e r e d  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  

b y  m o s t  p a r e n t s  a n d  g u a r d i a n s .

3 .  T h e  : p o s e  o f  t h e  b i l l  i i  i v e  s o m e  r i g h t s  t o  p a r e n t s

a n d  g u a r d i a n s  o f  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  n o w  c o n s i d e r e d  

b y  a l l  S c h o o l  P r i n c i p a l s  o r  L o c a l  S c h o o l  B o a r d s  a s  r i g h t s  o f  

t h e s e  p a r e n t s .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :

a .  T h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  b y  p a r e n t s  a n d  

g u a r d i a n s  o f  a l l  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  t o  

w h i c h  t h e i r  c h i . l d r e n  a r e  s u b j e c t e d .



b. T h e  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p a r e n t s  o f  a n y  e x p e r i m e n t a l

p r o g r a m  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  b e f o r e  p l a c i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d  

i n  s u c h  p r o g r a m s  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  o b j e c t  t o  a n d

s e l e c t  a  r e g u l a r  p r o g r a m  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e i r
J ~ '

c h i l d .  T h i s  p r o c e d u r e  a l s o  a p p l i e s  t o  p e r s o n a l i -
I *\

t y  o r  a t t i t u d e  a d j u s t m e n t  t e s t s  b e f o r e  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  

th e m .J^  c u

c .  T h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  t o  a  p a r e n t  o r  g u a r d i a n  

t h e i r  c h i l d ' s  s t u d e n t  r e c o r d s  t o  i n c l u d e  a n  

a n n u a l  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  p r o g r e s s  

i n  t h e  b a s i c  s k i l l s .

d .  T h e  p r o p e r  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  

s t u d e n t s  r e c o r d s .  P a r e n t s  h a v e  i n  t h e  p a s t  

r e c e i v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h a r a s s m e n t  i n  t h i s  

r e g a r d  a n d  h a v e  e v e n  h a d  t o  g o  t o  c o u r t  t o  

g e t  j u s t i c e .  T h i s  s h o u l d  b e  u n n e c e s s a r y  i f

i
o u r  s t a t u t e s  p r o p e r l y  c o v e r  t h e  r i g h t  o f  a l l  

p a r t i e s  c o n c e r n e c ^ m d

e .  T h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o f  s t u d e n t ' s  r e c o r d s .

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  i n s t a n c e s  i n  s o m e  s c h o o l s  

w h e r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  d i d  n o t  p e r m i t  p a r e n t s  t o

I



s c r u t i n i z e  t h e  c h i l d ' s  s t u d e n t  r e c o r d s  b e c a u s e

h e  s t a t e d  i f  a l l  p a r e n t s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  d o  s o ,

i t  w o u l d  b e  t o o  m u c h  t r o u b l e .  C o n v e r s e l y ,

s o m e  p e o p l e  o t h e r  t h a n  a  s t u d e n t ,  t e a c h e r ,
'  «

p a r e n t ,  o r  g u a r d i a n  h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  s e e  a  

s t u d e n t ' s  r e c o r d  t h a t  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n
i

p e r m i t t e d  t o  s e e  t h e  r e c o r d s .  S o m e  h a v e  h a d  

u l t e r i o r  m o t i v e s  i n  m i n d ,  s u c h  a s  c o m p a r £ & 7 » ^  

t h e i r  c h i l d ' s  r e c o r d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  c h i l d ' s  a n d  

p u b l i c i z e d  i t .

.

4 .  S e c t i o n  5 3 0  o n  p a g e  3  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  

c o u r t  a c t i o n  i f  a n y  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  

r i g h t s  a r e  v i o l a t e d .
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F l o  E l l e r s  

R R 4 ,  B o x  4 6 2 1  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 3  

F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 7 8

S e n a t o r  J o s e p h  L .  O r s i n i  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  O r s i n i ,

I  s u p p o r t  S B 4 9 5 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p a r e n t a l  r i g h t s . "

I t  h a s  b e e n  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  p a s t  a s  a  m o t h e r  t o  h a v e  n o  s a y  

o r  f o r e k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  a  s e x  e d u c a t i o n  c l a s s  m a t e r i a l  

b e i n g  o f f e r e d  t o  m y  d a u g h t e r s .  I t  i s  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  a n d  

a l s o  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  t e a c h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  I f  i t  i s  t h e  

w i s h e s  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  t o  h a v e  s u c h  a  c l a s s  t a u g h t  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d ­

r e n ,  t h e n  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  n o t i f i e d  a n d  b e  g i v e n  t h a t  o p t i o n .

I  w a n t  t o  s h a r e  b r i e f l y  w i t h  y o u  h o w  I  h a n d l e d  s u c h  a  s i t u a t i o n .

M y  t w o  d a u g h t e r s ,  a g e s  t w e l v e  a n d  t h i r t e e n  c a m e  h o m e  o n e  a f t e r n o o n  

a n d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  t e l l  i n e  h o w  a  h e a l t h  i n s t r u c t o r  w a s  t e a c h i n g  t h e m  

t h e  p r o n u n c i a t i o n ,  s p e l l i n g  a n d  d e f i t i o n  o f  f o u r - l e t t e r  w o r d s  o f  

t h e  c o m m o n  s t r e e t  v e r n a c u l a r .  I  c a l l e d  m y  p a s t o r  a n d  h e  i n  t u r n  

n o t i f i e d  a  s c h o o l  b o a r d  m e m b e r .  I  t h e n  s e t  u p  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  

t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a n d  t h e  t e a c h e r  i n v o l v e d  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  r e a s o n i n g  

b e h i n d  s u c h  t e a c h i n g  p r a c t i c e s .  A s  I  r e c a l l ,  s h e  g a v e  m e  a  v e r y  

w e a k  e x p l a n a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l ,  I  m i g h t  a d d  

a n d  a n n o u n c e d  t o  m e  t h a t  t o m o r r o w ' s  c l a s s  w o u l d  b e  o n  a l l  o f  t h e  

k n o w n  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  a n d  h o w  t o  u s e  t h e m !  I  a s k e d  h e r  i f  I  c o u l d  

m o n i t o r  t h e  c l a s s  a n d  s h e  r e p l i e d  v e r y  h e s i t a n t l y  t h a t  I  c o u l d .  I  

w i s h  I  h a d  n o w  a n d  t a p e d  h e r  c l a s s  s o  t h a t  a l l  t h e  m o t h e r s  w o u l d  

h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  k n o w  e x a c t l y  w h a t  w a s  b e i n g  t a u g h t  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  b u t  I  s u s p e c t  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  h a d  a  f i a s c o  o f  t h e  s a m e  

m a n i t u d e  a s  W a t e r g a t e .  O n  a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n ,  o n e  o f  m y  d a u g h t e r s  

t o l d  m e  t h a t  s h e  w a s  r e q u i r e d  b y  h e r  " M a t h "  t e a c h e r  t o  s u b m i t  a n  

e s s a y  o n  " W i t c h c r a f t " !  S o m e h o w  t h a t  j u s t  d o e s ' n t  a d d  u p .  I  p u l l e d  

m y  y o u n g e s t  d a u g h t e r  ( f o u r  y e a r s  a g o )  o u t  o f  a n  a s t r o l o g y  c l a s s  t h a t  

d o e s  n o t  b e a r  u p  u n d e r  s c i e n t i f i c  s c r u t i n y  a n d  i s  i n  f a c t  a  c u l t .

I  a m  h o p i n g  t h a t  t h e  p a r e n t s  w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  t h e  o p t i o n  t o  c h o o s e  

w h e t h e r  t h e y  w a n t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  b e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  ' e v o l u t i o n ,  

t h e o r y '  w h i c h  i s  w h a t  i t  s a y s  i t  i s ,  a  t h e o r y ; b u t  s o m e h o w  ' h e  

t e a c h e r s  p r e s e n t  i t  i n  s u c h  a  w a y  a s  t o  a p p e a r  a s  t h e  t r u t h .  T h e  

w h o l e  t r u t h  n e e d s  t o  b e  p r e s e n t e d  h e r o .  I f  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  t e a c h  

a  t h e o r y  t h e n  w h y  n o t  p r e s e n t  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  c o i n  w h i c h  1 s  

t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  v i e w  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d ,  t h e  B i b l e  a n d  

a l l o w  e a c h  c h i l d  t o  m a k e  u p  h i s  o w n  m i n d  w i t h o u t  p r o p a g a t i n g  a  

h a l f - t r u t h  o r  r a t h e r  o n l y  o n e  v e r s i o n .  I f  t h e y  a r e  o n l y  g o i n g  t o  

p r e s e n t  o n e  v i e w  a n d  n o t  t h o  o t h e r ,  t h e n  l e t ' s  t h r o w  i t  a l l  o u t !
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M y  p e r s o n a l  b e l i e f  i s  t o  p r e s e n t  b o t h  v i e w s  w h i c h  i s  e q u a l i t y  f o r  

a l l .  I t ' s  a b o u t  t i m e  t o  g i v e  G o d  e q u a l  t i m e  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m s .

A s  a  m o t h e r  o f  f o u r  d a u g h t e r s ,  I  a p p r e c i a t e  w h a t  y o u  a r e  a t t e m p t i n g  

t o  d o .

S i n c e r e l y ;

F l o  E l l e r s

c c : S e n a t o r s  B r a d l e y  a n d  H u b e r

R e v .  B o  M e l i n

B i l l  J o h n s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t ,  S c h o o l  B o a r d
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A l a n  R .  & H e i d i  J .  W i n t e r  

3 0 6 2  N o r t h  C i r c l e  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A k .  9 9 5 0 7

A p r i l  2 0 ,  1 9 7 8

S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A k .  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n .  B r a d l e y ,

M y  w i f e  a n d  I  a r e  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  # S B  4 9 5  

c o n c e r n i n g  p a r e n t s  r i g h t  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e c o r d s .  W e  o u l d  l i k e  y o u ,  a s  a  

s e n a t o r  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  a s  y o u  v o t e .

T h a n k  y o u .

Ci nn/avnl\r

A l a n  R .  W i n t e r
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Ootober 4, 1977

S e n a t o r  W .  E .  11 B r a d "  B r a d l e y  

P . O .  D r a w e r  8 6 7 0  

' A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a -  9 9 5 0 8

D e a r  S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y ,

W e  a p p r e c i a t e d  y o u r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  f r o m  y o u r  b u s y  s c h e d u l e  t o  v i e -* 

t h e  f i l m s ,  " T h e  L o t t e r y " ,  a n d  " T h e  D i s c u s s i o n  o f  T h e  L o t t e r y " .

T h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  w i l l  m a k e  a  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  a t  t h e  b o a r d  

m e e t i n g ,  M o n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  1 0 t h .  T h e  e d u c a t o r s  h a v e  t a k e n  a  s t r o n g  

p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  f i l m s  a r e  a  v i t a l ,  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  t e a c h i n g  t o o l .  

V i r t u a l l y  » n  p a r e n t s  w e r e  a p p a l l e d  a t  t h e  u s e  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l .

A s  y o u ,  a n d  S e n a t o r  S u m n e r ,  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e ,  y o u r  

t e s t i m o n y  i s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  p a r e n t ' s  p o s i t i o n .

C h a t  C h a t t e r t o n  i n d i c a t e d ,  i f  t h i s  i s s u e  w e r e  n o t  s e t t l e d  b e f o r e  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  m e t ,  h e  w o u l d  h e l p  t o  s e t  u p  a  s h o w i n g  i n  J u n e a u .  I  h o p e  

w e  c a n  w i n  t h i s  i s s u e  w i t h o u t  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s .

I f  y o u r  s c h e d u l e  d o e s  n o t  p e r m i t  y o u  t o  a p p e a r ,  w e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  a  

l e t t e r  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  r e a d  w i t h  o u r  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a r r o y c o  H a l l ,  C h a i r m a n  

P e o p l e  F o r  B e t t e r  E d u c a t i o n



P a r e n t s  O p p o s e  P r o g r a m  

F o r  W e n d l e r  J u n i o r  H ig h

By B AR B AR A  WOLD 
Times Staff Writer 

Public testimony that a proposed issues expressed by site parents.
school-within-a-school at Wendler 
Junior High School would not be in 
the best interests of the students was 
heard last night during a meeting of 
the Anchorage School Board.

Parents living in the Wendler at­
tendance area testified against the 
Optional program, saying that the 
junior high school is currently over­
crowded, has large classes and uses 
portable classrooms.

The parents also requested that 
parents in the Wendler attendance 
area be polled on the proposed alter­
native program.

The proposal for the alternative 
program was recommended by a 
committee of parents also living in 
the Wendler attendance area.

The board approved a feasiblity 
study by the administration on estab­
lishing the alternative program at 
Wendler. The study will include the

o m m m i
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Designation of Denali Elemen­
tary School as Denali Fundamental 
Curriculum School for the 1978-1979 
school year was approved.

Also approved were administra­
tive procedures for staff selection 
for the Denali fundamental school 
and the Anchorage Basic Curricu­
lum School to be located at Northern 
Lights School next year.

The board also scheduled a work­
shop with the college preparatory 
task force on preparing college- 
bound students in the district. The 
workshop will be Wednesday at the 
administration building.



T o  S e e  S c h o l a s t i c  R e c o r d s
By LO U ISE  COOK 

Associated Press Writer
You want to look at your child’s 

scholastic record and the principal 
turns you down. Do you have the 
right to demand the information?

A  school dress code requires that 
boys’ hair be kept above the collar. 
Your son wants to wear his longer. 
Can he?

In both case, the answer is "yes ."
Supreme Court decisions and fed­

eral laws enacted since the start of 
the 19C0s have given public school 
students new legal rights and the 
government is trying to help young­
sters and their parents leam what 
they a re— and are not —  entitled to.

A  guide, published by '.he Youth 
Development Bureau of the Office of 
Health, Education and Welfare, de­
tails student rights in areas like reli­
gion, free speech, discrimination and 
records and outlines steps to take in 
case of possible violations.

“Your Legal Rights and Respon­
sibilities" is available, at no charge, 
from the Consumer Information 
Center. Dept. 652F, Pueblo, Colo., 
81009.

Here are some key issues for stu­
dents:

S T U D E N T  RECORDS
The 11174 Family Educational 

Rights and Privacy Act gives certain 
rights to eligible students or their 
parents or guardians. (An eligible 
student is one who is 18 or over or is 
attending any school after gradua­
tion from high school.) Under the 
law, an eligible student or his or her 
parent or guardian has the right to 
review and inspect the student's re­
cords, except for records made and 
kept by one person such as a psy­
chologist or social worker. The par­
ent or student also is entitled to chal­
lenge the records in a hearing to 
make sure they are not misleading 
or inaccurate. With a few excep­
tions, officials must get written per­
mission from a student or parent be­
fore revealing the records to unyone 
else.
\ » » < » 4 *••• *

The law covers all schools receiv­
ing federal funds. Further informa­
tion is available from: The Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
Office, Department of Health, Edu­
cation and Welfare, 330 Indepen­
dence Ave. S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20 2 0 1 .

S E X  D ISC R IM IN AT IO N
Title IX  of the Education Amend­

ments of 1972 prohibits schools from 
treating boys and girls differently 
because of sex. Schools cannot pro­
vide separate classes or activities 
for male and female students, deny 
students the right to take a particu­
lar course because of sex, apply dif­
ferent rules about physical appear­
ance to boys and girls, make differ­
ent disciplinary rules or enforce 
them differently on the basis of sex 
or refuse to let a female student to 
take part in a class or activity be­
cause she is pregnant. (The school 
may, in some cases, require a preg­
nant student to get a doctor’s ap­
proval for participation in a particu­
lar class.)

Because of these rules, a school 
cannot force boys to cut their hair 
shorter than girls, and it cannot pre­
vent a girl from taking shop or a boy 
from taking home economics.

There are some exceptions to the 
requirement for joint classes. 
Schools may, for example, provide

separate classes for sex education; 
they also may separate students by 
sex within physical education classes 
for participation in contact sports.

Violations of the law should be re­
ported to the Director of the Office 
of Civil Rights at the H EW  address 
listed above.

SUSPENSIO N
Under a 1975 Supreme Court rul­

ing, school officials suspending a stu­
dent for 10  days or less must tell the 
student what rule has been broken, 
write it down and give the student a 
copy. If the student denies the offen­
se, the officials must explain why 
they believe the rule has been bro­
ken. The student must have a chance 
to give his or her version of what has 
happened.

The court ruling Involved brief 
suspensions only; the court men­
tioned that longer suspensions or ex­
pulsions might require more formal 
procedures, but it did not spell them 
out.

Nothing in the Supreme Court ac­
tion or the law protects students 
from properly imposed suspensions. 
In addition, a student whose conduct 
is dangerous to other persons or who 
continually threatens to disrupt 
school, may be suspended immedi­
ately; a hearing according to the 
rules set down by the court should be 
held as soon as possible-

\

S u r v i v o r  G i v e s  C r e d i t  T o  G o d

S E A T T L E  (AP) —  Hal Corbett survived 17 hours in the ocean without a 
lifejucket, and credits his survival to God.

Ills wife, a passenger and Corbett’s dog all died in the airplane crash off 
the island of Hawaii Dec. 31.

" I t  was only through prayer that I survived," he said during a stop here.
Corbett’s single-engined Piper Cherokee was inbound for a landing at the 

town of Kona when it threw a propellor blade and went into the ocean, sinking 
quickly. i

The passenger was trapped Inside. Corbett’s wife Diane nnd their dog es­
caped, but drifted awuy and died a few minutes later. Diane could not swim.

But Corbett. 49, stayed afloat through the night and the following duy until 
he was rescued by a pleasure boat. He lacked any floatation gear.

Corbett was bom in Tacoma and lived in Seattle, graduating from Queen 
Anre High School in 1945. He attended Seattle Business College, und was man- 
ogii g a hotel in Bend, Ore., in 1947 when he took a flying lesson.

Since then. Ins life has been one of adventure, including searching for 
Spanish treasure and ope rating flight schools.

Corbett says he was never very pious, and his attitudes have not changed.
" I  haven't changed us far as going to church every Sunday. No, 1 don't do 
that," he said. y
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