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IIOUSE DILL 2 '

Amend

Sec. 47.30.655 Purpose. (Page 2, Line 2)

A d d :

(6) that persons who are mentally ill but not 

d angerous to' others be committed only if there is a 

r easonable expectation of improving their mental 

c o n d i t i o n .

Delete

Sec. 47.30.665 Prayer Treatment. (Page 3, Line 16)

Delete

In Sec. 47.30.670 Standards for Voluntary Admission 
(Page 3, Line 23-24)

'<LA_ years_ofl-4i&g--QlL older"

Delete a J Substitute

For Sec. 47.30.690 Voluntary Adininssion of Minors (Page 4, 
Line 24)

(a) A minor under the age of 14 may be admitted for 

30 days evaluation, diagnosis and treatment at the designated 

facility if his parent or guardian signs the adrni.ssion papers 

and if

(1) he is suffering from mental illness;

(2) as a result of this mental illness he is likely 

to cause serious harm to himself or others; serious harm



for food, clothing, shelter, or personal safety, in the case 

of persons who are gravely disabled as a result of mental 

illness;

(3) there is no less restrictive alternative available 

for his treatment; and

(4) there is-reason to believe that the p a t i e n t’s mental 

condition could be improved by the course of treatment.

(b) The district official must be notified of the 

admission on the first working day and must monitor appropriate­

ness of admission and continued hospitalization during the 30 

day period.

(c) The minor may be released at any time during the 

30 day period by the facility if the professional person--in 

charge of the treatment facility or his designated mental 

health professional determines the minor would no longer 

benefit from continued haspitalization and the patient is 

not dangerous. The minor's parents or his guardian must be 

notified by the facility as to the contemplated release and, 

unless they start proceedings for involuntary commitment, 

the minor will be released.

D ele’be. and Substitute

HB 2 (Continued) ;



A d d

Sec. 47.30.69G Judicial Review After 30 Day Admission 
of Minor

(a) Prior to the expiration of the 25th day of the 

initial 30 day evaluation and treatment period, a petition 

for Court approved admission to a treatment facility must 

be filed in Superiod Court if the professional person in 

charge of the treatment facility or his designated mental 

health professional, deems necessary continued treatment 

at the facility. the petition must be signed by a physician 

and a mental professional who have examined the minor.

The peition must:

1. Allege that the minor, by reason of mental illness, 

is likely to can've serious harm to himself or others;

2. Allege the facts and specific behavior of the minor 

which supports the findings of mental illness and that he is 

likely to cause serious harm or is in need of care and 

t r e a t m e n t ;

3. Allege that the evaluation staff has found that 

there r. a no less restrictive alternatives available that 

would adequately protect the minor or others or would 

provide the necessary care and treatment, or if a less 

restrictive form of treatment is sought, specify the 

treatment and the basis for supporting it;

4. Allege that there is reason to believe the minor's 

mental condition could be improved by the course of 

treatment sought;

1113 2 (Continued)
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5. Allege that a specified treatment facility appro­

priate to the minor's condition has agreed to accept the 

minor or that the minor is to be sent to a state operated 

facility.

6. List the prospective witnesses who will testify in 

support of Court approved admission.

(b) Upon the filing of the petition, the Court shall 

appoint an attorney and/or a guardian ad litem to represent 

the interest of the minor.

(c) Copies of the petition for court approved admission 

shall be served on the parents or guardian of the minor or 

their attorney if they are repr ;ented, and the minor's 

attorney/guardian ad litem. The petition shall be filed 

with the Clerk of the Court, and a date for a hearing shall 

be set, by the end of the next judicial day, for no later 

than five judicial days from the date of filing of the 

petition. The Clerk shall notify the miner's parents or 

guardian ad litem and the petitioner, of the hearing date

at least three days in advance of the hearing.

(d) At the hearing the minor has the rights specified 

in this chapter, considering his age. In addition, he has 

the right to be present at tho hearing unless the court finds 

that the minor's presence would be harmful to the minor.

(e) At the conclusion of the hearing, the court may 

commit the minor for treatment



Delete and Substitute

For Article 8 Involuntary Admission for Treatment (Page 5, 
Line 3)

Section 47.30.700. COMMITMENT STANDARD. A person may 

be involuntarily committed to a treatment facility under the 

procedures set out in this chapter only if

(1) h e  i s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s ;

(2) a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s  h e  l i k e l y  to 

c a u s e  s e r i o u s  h a r m  t o  h i m s e l f  o r  o t h e r s ;  s e r i o u s  h a r m  to 

s e l f  m a y  i n c l u d e  c o m p l e t e  n e g l e c t  o f  b a s i c  n e e d s  f o r  f o o d ,  

c l o t n i n g ,  s h e l t e r ,  o r  p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y  in t h e  c a s e  o f  p e r s o n s  

w h o  a r e  g r a v e l y  d i s a b l e d  a s  a r e s u l > o f  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s ;

(3) t h e r e  i s n o  l e s s  r e s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  a v a i l a b l e  

f o r  h i s  t r e a t m e n t ;

(4) t h e r e  i s r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  

m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n  c o u l d  b e  i m p r o v e d  b y  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t r e a t m e n t  

s o u g h t ,  if t h e  p e r s o n  is d a n g e r o u s  o n l y  t o  h i m s e l f .

A d d

S e c .  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 1  N o n - E m e r g e n c y  D e t e n t i o n  f o r  E v a l u a t i o n  
I n v o l v i n g  D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e  o r  O f f i c i a l .

(a) A p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  a n o t h e r  t o  a 

t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  m a y  i n i t i a t e  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  b y  e x e c u t i n g  

a p e t i t i o n  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  p r e s e n t i n g  it t o  a d i s t r i c t  

o f f i c e  o r  o f f i c i a l .  T h e  p e t i t i o n  m u s t  a l l e g e :

(1) the facts and specific behavior of the respondent 

showing that the conditions established in Sec.. 47.30.700 

(commitment st;- lard) of this chapter are met; and

HD 2 (Continued) •'



(2) the names, addresses and phone numbers of all 

persons known to the petitioner who have knowledge of the 

facts through personal observation.

(b) A district official who receives a properly executed 

petition for evaluation shall investigate of cause to be 

investigated and evaluated the specific facts alleged and

the reliability and credibility of the person providing the 

information. If after investigation the district official 

determines that there is good reason to believe that the 

allegations are true and the respondent does not agree to 

come voluntarily to a facility for evaluation, the district 

official nay obtain from the court and ^.-.use to be served 

on the respondent and his guardian, if there is one, a 

summons requiring the respondent to appear at a specified 

evaluation facility for an evaluation period of not more 

than 72 hours. If there is no evaluation facility in the 

respondent's community, the district office shall determine 

whether the respondent should be transported to the nearest 

available evaluation facility at no cost to him. The summons 

shall then specify, as the place for the respondent to 

appear, the place of transport. The evaluation facility or 

personnel shall be given a copy of the petition and summons.

(c) The summons shall contain the following information:

(1) date and time within which the respondent must

appear, not less than 24 hours after service cf : he summons;

I IB 2 (Continued)



(2) address of the evaluation facility, other place

of evaluation, or place of transport to which the respondent 

is to report;

(3) name, business address and phone number of the 

district official issuing the summons;

(4) a statement that if the respondent fails to appear 

at the appointed place or before the date and time stated in 

the summons, he may be involuntarily taken into custody and 

transported to the appointed place;

(5) a copy of the petition for evaluation and a notice 

of rights regarding commitment procedures as set out i

sec. 71 of this chapter; and

(G) the name of an attorney appointed by the court to 

represent the respondent.

(d) No summons may be served when more than seven days 

have passed since its issuance. No petition for evaluation 

may be used as the basis for issuance of a second summons 

after the first has expired unless subsequent investigation 

by the district official revelas . at the gounds for evalua­

tion still exist.

(e) If the person summoned fails to appear on or before 

the date and time specified, the evaluation facility shall 

immediately notify the district official, who shall cause 

the person to be taken into custody and transported to the 

evaluation facility. A peace officer may take the respondent 

into custody and convey him to an evaluatic.i facility at the 

request of the district official.

IIP 2 (Continued)
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Add

S e c .  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 2  N o n - E m e r g e n c y  D e t e n t i o n  f o r  E v a l u a t i o n  

Vriien N o  D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e  o r  O f f i c i a l  in G e o g r a p h i c a l  A r e a .

A p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  a n o t h e r  to  a t r e a t m e n t  

f a c i l i t y  i n  a g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  w h e n  t h e r e  is n o d i s t r i c t  

o f f i c e  o r  o f f i c i a l  m a y  e x e c u t e  a p e t i o n  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  c o n ­

t a i n i n g  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  in  S e c .  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 1 ( a )  a n d  p r e s e n t  it 

t o  a c o u r t .  T h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  c a u s e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

p e t i t i o n  t o  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  If .the c o u r t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e r e  

is g o o d  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  a r e  t r u e ,  it 

s h a l l  i s s u e  a s u m m o n s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e t  o u t  in 

S e c .  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 1  (c), w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  ( c ) ( 3 ) .  N o  s u m m o n s  

m a y  b e  s e r v e d  w h e n  m o r e  t h a n  s e v e n  d a y s  h a v e  p a s s e d  s i n c e  i t s  

i s s u a n c e .  If t h e  p e r s o n  s u m m o n e d  f a i l s  to  a p p e a r  at t h e ;  

d e s i g n a t e d  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  o n  o r  b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  a n d  

t i m e  s p e c i f i e d ,  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  

n o t i f y  t h e  c o u r t ,  w h o  may- c a u s e  t h e  p e r s o n  to  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  

c u s t o d y  a n d  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  b y  ? 

p e a c e  o f f i c e r .

A m e n d

S e c .  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 5  E m e r g e n c y  D e t e n t i o n  f o r  E v a l u a t i o n .  ( P a g e  G, 

L i n e  3)

A d d

( a )  If, u p o n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u n d e r  S e c .  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 2 ( b )  

( n o n - e m e r g e n c v  d e t e n t i o n  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n ) ,  of ^ L i s  c h a p t e r ,  

t h e  o f f i c i a l  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  ii l i k e l y  to



• -r>  - * ?  « v : *  •  r . T ,  ' v v i  f x }  • t  I

IIP 2 (Continued)

c a u s e  s e r i o u s  h a r m  to h i m s e l f  o r  o t h e r s  if a l l o w e d  to  r e s p o n d  

t o  a s u m m o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e g i n g  t a k e n  i n t o  c u s t o d y  i m m e d i a t e ­

ly, t h e  c f f i c i a l  m a y  c a u s e  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  

e m e r g e n c y  c u s t o d y  in a n  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  f o r  n o t  m o r e  

t h a n  7 2  h o u r s .  A  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  m a y  a s s i t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c i a l  

p r o v i d e d  i n  S e c .  4 7 . 3 0 . 7 0 1 ( e )  ( n o n - e m e r g e n c y  d e t e n t i o n  i n­

v o l v i n g  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c i a l s )  of  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

Add

(b If there is no evaluation facility in the respondent’s 

community or the evaluation personnel are not presently there 

and the respondent needs to be detained for the arrival of 

evaluation personnel or transportation under Sec. 47.30.701 (b) 

(non-emergency detention involving district official) of this 

chapter, the emergency custody under (a) and (b) of this 

section may include detention as long as the first available 

transportation out of the community for the respondent, 

or into the community for evaluation personnel, is utilized. 

Under no circumstances may the respondent be held in a jail 

cv correctional facility if there is any other possible 

place of detention providing adequate security. In no evert 

may a person be detained after the emergency lias passed or 

longer than seven days, whichever limit is reached first.

.While detained, the respondent shall be given care and 

treatment that is appropriate and available in the community.



HD 2 (Continued)

Add

Sec. 47.30.710 Examination. (Page 6, Line 9)

"mental health professional or physician who..."

Add

Sec. 47.30.725 Commitment Proceeding Rights; Notification 
(Page 8, Line 9)

,f) A respondent, if he is represented by counsel, may 

waivepin writing the 72-hour time- limit on the probable cause 

hearing and have the hearing set for a date no more than 

seven calendar days after initial detention.

Amend '

Sec. 47.30.730 Procedure for 14-Day Commitment; Petition for 
Commitment (Page o, Line 17)

"The petition must be signed by o ne mental health 

professional and doctor or two mental..."

/.VV'-v 0  ^A m e n d

(1) to be present at the hearing!unless the court finds

that the respondent's presence would be seriously d-irsr-upt-i.ve__
 --

to the hearing;/"! his right may be waived only with the 

respondent's informed consent^ftnd by stipulation of the

petitioner's and respondent ' s.. attorneys that. ..there is a

substantial likelihood that the respondent's presence wouitW

be severely injurious to his mental or physical health;'/if
/ *

the respondent is incapable of giving informed consent, the 

respondent may be excluded from the he*ring only if the court, \



after hearing, finds that there is such incapacity and that 

there is in fact a substantial likelihood that the respondent's 

presence at the hearing would be severly injurious to his 

mental or physical health;

Add

Section 47.30.740 Procedure for 90-Day Commitment Following 
14-Day Commitment. (Page 12, Line 14)

(f) The respondent has the right to be free of the

effects of medication at the hearing by discontinuance of

medication no later than 4S hours before the hearing unless,

in the opinion of the prescribing physician, the medication

is necessary (1) to prevent boailv harm to the respondent

or others, or (2) to prevent deterioration cf the respondent's

mental condition such that subsequent treatment might not

enable him to recover, or (3) to allow the respondent to

prepare and participate in the roceedings.

Ch a nge

(f) (Line 14) to (g) and (g) (Line IS) to (h)

IIP 2 (Continued)

Amend

Sec. 47.30.775 Commitment of Minors (Page 14, Line 13)

A minor who refuses voluntary admission may not be involun­

tarily admitted to a treatment facility, regardless of his 

parent's or guardian's consent, without adherence to the 

procedures ^ 4 .t in Secs. 700-S20 of this chapter for adult 

detention and commitment. However, all notices required to



b e  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  i n s  S e c s .  7 0 0 - S 2 0  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

s h a l l  a l s o  b e  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  p a r e n t  o r  g u a r d i a n  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  

w h o  a r e  m i n o r s ,  a n d  p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  o f  m i n o r  r e s p o n d e n t s  

s h a l l  b e  n o t i f i t d  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  a p p e a r  a s  p a r t i e s  i n  a n y  

c o m m i t m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  m i n o r  a n d  t h a t  as  

p a r t i e s  t h e y  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o w n  a t t o r n e y  or 

h a v e  o n e  a p p o i n t e d  f o r  t h e m  b y  t h e  c o u r t .  A m i n o r  h a s  t h e  

s a m e  r i g h t s  t o  w a i v e r  a n d  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  a s  a n  a d u l t  

u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;  h o w e v e r ,  h e  s h a l l  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  

c o u n s e l  in  w a i v e r  a n d  c o n s e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s .

A d d

S e c t i o n  4 7 . 3 0 . S O I  R E C O R D S  A N D  P R O C E E D I N G S .  A v e r b a t i m  

t r a n s c r i p t  m a y  b e  m a d e  o f  a l l  c o u r t  h e a r i n g s  c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  

t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  a c o p y  s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  to t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  

u p o n  r e q u e s t  f o r  p u r p o s e s  of  a p p e l l a t e  or  o t h e r  c o u r t  r e v i e w  

o f  r h e  p r o c e e d i n g s .

IIB 2 (Continued)

T o  S e c t i o n  4 7 . 3 0 . 3 1 5  D e f i n i t i o n s .  ( P a g e  30, L i n e  11) 

( 1 6 )  " d i s t r i c t  o f f i c i a l "  m e a n s  a m e n t a l  .heaith 

p r o f e s s i o n a l .



RECOMMENDED CHANGES FOR HOUSE BILL 2 

D i v i s i o n  o f  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  & D e v e l o p m e n t a l  D i s a b i l i t i e s

PAGE 4 ,  LINE 25

S u b s t i t u t e : A m i n o r  u n d e r  14 y e a r s  o f  a  a  may b e  a d m i t t e d  v o l u n t a r  i f  h i s

p a r e n t  who h a s  l e g a l  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  m i n o r  o r  t h e  m i n o r ' s  g u a r d i a n  s i g n s  t h e  

v o l u n t a r y  a d m i s s i o n  p a p e r s  a n d  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  t r e a t ­

m e n t  f a c i l i t y  o r  h i s  d e s i g n a t e d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a g r e e s  t h a t  h e  i s  

s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  a  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s .  Any s t a t e m e n t  o r  c o n d u c t  b y  a  m i n o r  u n d e r  

t h e  a g e  o f  14  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  m i n o r  d o e s  n o t  a g r e e  t o  a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  

f a c i l i t y  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  o n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a d m i s s i o n .

PAGE 4 ,  LIKE 2 3

S u b s t i t u t e : S e c t i o n  4 7 . 3 0 . 0 9 5  NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF MINORS UNDER

14 YEARS OF AGE FROM VOLUNTARY DETENTION AND COMMITMENT.

( a )  Th e  m i n o r  o r  t h e  m i n o r ' s  p a r e n t  who h a s  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  m i n o r  o r  

t h e  m i n o r ' s  g u a r d i a n  may r e q u e s t  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  m i n o r  a t  a n y  t i m e .

( b )  Upon r e c e i p t  o f  a  r e q u e s t  f o r  r e l e a s e ,  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  

i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  o r  h i s  d e s i g n e e  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  

n o t i f y  t h e  p a r e n t  who h a s  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  m i n o r  o r  t h e  m i n o r ' s  g u a r ­

d i a n .  I f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  

o r  a d e s i g n a t e d  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  who s h a l l  e v a l u a t e  t h e  

m i n o r  i n  w r i t i n g ,  o r  t h e  p a r e n t  who h a s  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  m i n o r  o r  t h e  

m i n o r ' s  g u a r d i a n  d o e s  n o t  p e t i t i o n  f o r  i n v o l u n t a r y  c o m m i t m e n t  w i t h i n  

4 8  h o u r s  o f  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  r e l e a s e  made by  t h e  m i n o r  o r

-1-



t h e  m i n o r ' s  p a r e n t  who h a s  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  m i n o r  o r  t h e  m i n o r ' s  g u a r d i a n ,  

t h e  m i n o r  s h a l l  b e  r e l e a s e d .

( c )  I f  a  m i n o r  i s  a d m i t t e d  t o  a n  i n p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  w h i l e  

u n d e r  14 y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  a n d  i f  u p o n  r e a c h i n g  a g e  1 4  i s  i n  n e e d  o f  f u r ­

t h e r  i n p a t i e n t  c a r e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t ,  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n  i n  c h a r g e  

o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  r e q u e s t  t h e  m i n o r  t o  e x e c u t e  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  

v o l u n t a r y  a d m i s s i o r .  I f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  n o t  e x e c u t e d  b y  t h e  t i m e  

t h e  m i n o r ' s  1 4 t h  b i r t h d a y ,  t h e  m i n o r  s h a l l  b e  d i s c h a r g e d  u n l e s s  a  

p e t i t i o n  i s  f i l e d  f o r  i n v o l u t n a r y  c  m i t m e n t  o r  p r o t e c t i v e  p l a c e m e n t  

b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  n e x t  d a y  i n  w h i c h  t h e  c o u r t  t r a n s a c t s  b u s i n e s s .

P u r p o s e : More  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e s  t h e  m i n o r ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  s e e k  d i s c h a r g e  f r o m  t h e

f a c i l i t y .  C l a r i f i e s  t h e  p r o c e s s  by  w h i c h  t h e  m i n o r  o b t a i n s  d i s c h a r g e  i n c l u ­

d i n g  t i m e  f r a m e s .

PACE 5 LINE 4

A d d : S e c t i o n  4 7 . 3 0  STANDARD. A p e r s o n  may be  i n v o l u n t a r i l y  c o m m i t t e d  t o

a  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  u n d e r  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  AS 4 7 . 3 0  o n l y  i f  t h e  p e r s o n  e v i ­

d e n c e s  :

( 1 )  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  p h y s i c a l  h a r m  t o  h i m s e l f  o r  h e r s e l f  

a s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  r e c e n t  t h r e a t s  o f  o r  a t t e m p t s  a t  s u i c i d e  o r  s e r i o u s ,  

b o d i l y  h a r m ;

( 2 )  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  p h y s i c a l  h a r m  t o  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  a s  

m a n i f e s t e d  by  e v i d e n c e  o f  r e c e n t  h o m i c i d e  o r  o t h e r  v i o l e n t  b e h a v i o r  

o n  h i s  o r  h e r  p a r t y  o r  by  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  o t h e r s  a r e  p l a c e d  i n



r e a s o n a b l e  f e a r  o f  v i o l e n t  b e h a v i o r  a n d  s e r i o u s  p h y s i c a l  h a r m  t o  t h e m ,  

a s  e v i d e n c e  by  a  r e c e n t  o v e r t  a c t ,  a t t e m p t  t o  t h r e a t  t o  do s u c h  p h y s i -
0

c a l  h a r m  o n  h i s  o r  h e r  p a r t ;  o r

( 3 )  a  v e r y  s u b s t n a t i a l  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  g r a v e  d i s a b i l i t y  d u e  t o  m e n t a l  

i l l n e s s ,  a s  m a n i f e s t e d  b y  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  p a t t e r n  o f  r e c e n t  a c t s  o r  

o m i s s i o n s .  Su c h  a c t s  o r  o m i s s i o n s  may i n c l u d e  c o m p l e t e  n e g l e c t  o f  

b a s i c  n e e d s  f o r  f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g ,  s h e l t e r  o r  p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y .  Th e  

p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  p h y s i c a l  i m p a i r m e n t  o r  i n j u r y  may n o t  b e  d e e m e d  v e r y  

s u b s t a n t i a l  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b d i v i s i o n  i f  r e a s o n a b l e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p r o t e c t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ;

( 4 )  t h e r e  i s  no  l e s s  r e s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  h i s  o r  

h e r  t r e a t m e n t .

P u r p o s e : A l t h o u g h  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  c o m m i t m e n t  a r e  s t a t e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e

b i l l ,  we f e e l  t h a t  a  c l e a r  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  s t a n d a r d s  i n  a  s i n g l e  p l a c e ,  

a l t h o u g h  r e d u n d a n t ,  w o u l d  g r e a t l y  a s s i s t  t h e  p h y s i c i a n s ,  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s ­

s i o n a l s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  h a v i n g  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h i s  t e r r i b l y  c o m p l e x  l e g i s l a t i o n  

a n d  h e l p  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  i n t e r p r e t  t h e s e  s t a n d a r d s  t o  t h e  p e r s o n s  who w i l l  b e  

j u d g e d  b y  t h e s e  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e  l e s s  o b s c u r e  o u r  l a w s  a r e  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e  

c i t i z e n ,  t h e  m o re  u s e f u l  t h e y  b e c o m e .

S e c t i o n  4 7 . 3 0 .__  NON-EMERGENCY DETENTION FOR EVALUATION INVOLVING DESIGN\TED

EXAMINER.

( a )  A p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  a n o t h e r  t o  a  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  

may i n i t i a t e  t h e  • r o c e e d i n g s  by  e x e c u t i n g  a  p e t i t i o n  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n



a n d  p r e s e n t i n g  i t  t o  a  d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r .  T h e  p e t i t i o n  m u s t  a l l e g e

( 1 )  t h e  f a c t s  a n d  s p e c i f i c  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  

a s  e v i d e n c e  b y  s t a n d a r d s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  AS 4 7 . 3 0 ;

( 2 )  t h e  n a m e s ,  a d d r e s s e s  a n d  p h o n e  n u m b e r s  o f  a l l  p e r s o n s  

known t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  who h a v e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  f a c t s  

t h r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n .

( b )  A d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r  who r e c e i v e s  a  p r o p e r l y  e x e c u t e d  p e t i t i o n  

f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  s h a l l  i n v e s t i g a t e  o r  c a u s e  t o  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a n d  

e v a l u a t e d  t h e  s p e c i f i c  f a c t s  a l l e g e d  a n d  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n d  c r e ­

d i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I f ,  a f t e r  i n ­

v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  good  

r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  a r e  t r u e  a n d  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  

d o e s  n o t  a g r e e  t o  coine v o l u n t a r i l y  t o  a  f a c i l i t y  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n ,  

t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r  may o b t a i n  f r o m  t h e  c o u r t  a n d  c a u s e  t o  be  

s e r v e d  on  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  h i s  g u a r d i a n ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  o n e ,  a 

summons r e q u i r i n g  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  t o  a p p e a r  a t  a  d e s i g n a t e d  e v a l u a ­

t i o n  f a c i l i t y  f o r  a n  e v a l u a t i o n  p e r i o d  o f  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  72 h o u r s .

I f  t h e r e  i s  no  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  i n  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  c o m m u n i t y ,  

t h e  c o u r t  s h a l l  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  e v a l u a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  s h a l l  b e  

b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t :  s h o u l d  b e  

t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  a v a i l a b l e  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  a t  no  

c o s t  t o  h i m .  The  summons s h a l l  t h e n  s p e c i f y ,  a s  t h e  p l a c e  f o r  

t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  t o  a p p e a r ,  t h e  p l a c e  o f  e v a l u a t i o n  by  e v a l u a t i o n  

p e r s o n n e l  o r  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t r a n s p o r t .  The  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  o r  

p e r s o n n e l  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  a n d  s um m ons .
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( c )  T h e  summons s h a l l  c o n t a i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n :

( 1 )  d a t e  a n d  t i m e  w i t h i n  w h i c h  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  m u s t  

a p p e a r ,  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  24 h o u r s  a f t e r  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  

s u m m o n s ;

( 2 )  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y ,  o t h e r  p l a c e  

o f  e v a l u a t i o n ,  o r  p l a c e  o f  t r a n s p o r t  t o  w h i c h  t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t  i s  t o  r e p o r t ;

( 3 )  n a m e ,  b u s i n e s s  a d d r e s s  a n d  p h o n e  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  

d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r  i s s u i n g  t h e  summons;

( 4 )  a  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  f a i l s  t o  a p p e a r  

a t  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  p l a c e  o r  b e f o r e  t h e  dr  t e  a n d  t i m e  

s t a t e d  i n  t h e  s um m ons ,  h e  may b e  i n v o l u n t a r i l y  t a k e n  

i n t o  c u s t o d y  a n d  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  p l a c e ;

( 5 )  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  a  n o t i c e  

o f  r i g h t s  r e g a r d i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  p r o c e d u r e s  a s  s e t  o u t  i n  

AS 4 7 . 3 0 . ____ o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;  a nd

( 6 )  t h e  name o f  a n  a t t o r n e y  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t  t o  

r e p r e s e n t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  i f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  

o r  h a s  no  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a n y  o t h e r  a t t o r n e y .

( d )  No summons may b e  s e r v e d  wh en  more  t h a n  s e v e n  d a y s  h a v e  p a s s e d  

s i n c e  i t s  i s s u a n c e .  No p e t i t i o n  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  may be  u s e d  a s  t h e
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b a s J i  f o r  i s s u a n c e  o f  a  s e c o n d  summons a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  h a s  e x p i r e d  

u n l e s s  s u b s e q u e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r  r e v e a l s  

t h a t  t h e  g r o u n d s  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  s t i l l  e x i s t s .

( c )  I f  t h e  p e r s o n  summoned f a i l s  t o  a p p e a r  o n  o r  b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  

a n d  t i m e  s p e c i f i e d ,  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  n o ­

t i f y  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r ,  who s h a l l  c a u s e  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  

t a k e n  i n t o  c u s t o d y  a n d  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y .

A p e a c e  o f f i c e r  may t a k e  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  i n t o  c u s t o d y  a n d  c o n v e y

h i m  t o  a n  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r .

S e c t i o n  4 7 . 3 0 . 0 5 2  NON-EMERGENCY DETENTION FOR EVALUATION WHEN NO DESIGNATED 

EXAMINER I.N GEOGRAPHICAL AREA. A p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  a n o t h e r  t o  

a  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y  i n  a  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  when t h e r e  i s  no d e s i g n a t e d  e x ­

a m i n e r  may e x e c u t e  a  p e t i t i o n  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  a s  s e t  f o r t h  i t .  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . ____  a n d

p r e s e n t  i t  t o  t h e  c o u r t .  The  c o u r t  s h a l l  c a u s e  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  

t o  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I f  t h e  c o u r t  d e t e m r i n e s  t h e r e  i s  g o o d  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  a r e  t u r e ,  i t  s h a l l  i s s u e  a  summons c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  i n -

i o r m a t i o n  s e t  o u t  i n  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . ____( 3 ) ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  ( c )  ( 3 ) .  No

summons may b e  s e r v e d  when m o r e  t h a n  s e v e n  d a y s  h a v e  p a s s e d  s i n c e  i t s  i s s u a n c e .  

T.f t h e  p e r s o n  f a i l s  t o  a p p e a r  a t  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  o n  o r  b e ­

f o r e  t h e  d a t e  a nd  t i m e  s p e c i f i e d ,  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  s h a l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  

n o t i f y  t h e  c o u r t ,  who may c a u s e  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  c u s t o d y  a n d  t r a n s -  

p o r t c i  " )  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  b y  a  p e a c e  o f f i c e r .

P u r p o s e : T h i s  a d d e d  s e c t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e s  e a r l y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n  r e s p o n ­

s i b l e  f o r  d e l i v e r y  o f  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  a l l o w s  f o r  e a r l y  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t r e a t m e n t .  I t  a l l o w s  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  v o l u n t a r i l y
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s e e k  h e l p  f r o m  a  q u a l i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l .  I t  c l e a r l y  s e t s  o u t  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  

a n d  e v i d e n c e  n e c e s s a r y .  I t  r e l i e v e s  p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  a rid c o u r t s  o f  i n i t i a l  d i a g ­

n o s i s  a n d  a l l o w s  f o r  t r a i n e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  I n  

p e r h a p s  50  p e r c e n t  o f  c a s e s ,  i t  s h o u l d  r e l i e v e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  i n v o l u n t a r y  

c o m m i t m e n t .

S i n c e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c e n t e r s '  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  o f t e n  f u n c t i o n  i n  

t h i s  r o l e  a s  i n f o r m a l l y  a r r a n g e d  b y  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s i m p l y  c o ­

d i f i e s  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  a n d  m a k e s  i t  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  u t i l i z e d .

PAGE 5 ,  LINES 4 - 2 2  

D e l e t e : L i n e s  4 - 2 2 .

P u r p o s e : T h i s  p r o v i - ' o n  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a  j u d g e  may i s s u e  a n  e x  p a r t e  o r d e r  a r a l l y

o r  i n  w r i t i n g  a n d  may d i r e c t  a  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  t a k e  t h e  a l l e g e d l y  m e n t a l l y  i l l  p e r ­

s o n  i n t o  c u s t o d y  a n d  d e l i v e r  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  t h e  " n e a r e s t "  d e s i g n a t e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  

f a c i l i t y  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  t r e a t m e n t .  A p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  h e a r i n g  i s  t o  f o l l o w  

w i t h i n  72 h o u r s .  The  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  c o n c e r n  i s  n o t  t h a t  a n  o r d e r  o f  t h i s  t y p e  

a b r o g a t e s  a  pe:  i o n ' s  d u e  p r o c e s s  r i g h t s  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  s t a f f  

i n  t h e  c o u r t s  a nd  o t h e r  i n v o l v e d  a g e n c i e s  t o  a l l o w  f o r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  s u c h  a  

p r o v i s i o n .  I t  w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  p e r s o n  t o  b e  p i c k e d  up  a n d  s e n t  t o  t h e  

A l a s k a  P s y c h i a t r i c  I n s t i t u t e  f r o m  a  r u r a l  a r e a  i n  A l a s k a  w i t h o u t  a  l o c a l  m e n t a l  

h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  p a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  a  l e s s  r e s t r .  i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  n e a r e r  t o  

t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  r e s i d e n c e .  T h e  A l a s k a  P s y c h i a t r i c  I n s t i t u t e  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  t h e  o n l y  

d e s i g n a t e d  f a c i l i t y  i n  A l a s k a .  Th e  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  s y s t e m  i s  t h e  m o s t  c r i t i c a l  

p e r i o d  b o t h  f r o m  a  l e g a l  s t a n d  p o i n t  a s  w e l l  a s  f r o m  a t r e a t m e n t  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .

-7-



E a r l y  I n t e r v e n t i o n  b y  t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l  c a n n o t  o n l y  a v o i d  u n n e c e s s a r y  h o s p i t a l i z a ­

t i o n  b u t  a l s o  c a n  p r e v e n t  u n n e c e s s a r y  c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g s .  T h i s  p r o c e d u r e  i s  s i m i ­

l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  u s e  b y  t h e  j u v e n i l ' . !  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m  i n  t h e i r  u s e  o f  t h e  i n t a k e  o f ­

f i c e r  a p p o i n t e d  by  t h e  c o u r t  t o  i n v e s t " ! g a t e  t h e  p o l i c e  r e p o r t  o r  p e t i t i o n  p r i o r  

t o  o r  i n  l i e u  o f  a d j u d i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  c o u r t .

I h e  p r e s e n t  l a w  a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  a n  e m e r g e n c y  i n v o l u n t a r y  c o m m i t m e n t  

o n l y  a f t e r  a  l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c i a n  s i g n s  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  

i n  n e e d  o f  e m e r g e n c y  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n .  Th e  o n l y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p e r s o n  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  p e r s o n  i s  r e m o v e d  i n  t h i s  b i l l .  I t  g o e s  f u r t h e r  t o  s t a t e  

t h a t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  i n  n e e d  o f  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  

t h e  a d m i t t i n g  f a c i l i t y  m u s t  r e c e i v e  t h e  p a t i e n t .

T h i s  s e c t i o n  v i o l a t e s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b i l l .  I t  d e p r i v e s  t h e  

p a t i e n t  o f  a n  e a r l y  t r e a t m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  g i v e s  p o w e r s  t o  t h e  p o l i c e  t h a t  

a r e  r i p e  f o r  m i s u s e .

PAGE 5 ,  LINE 4

S u b s t i t u t e : INITIATION OF INVOLUNTARY COMMITMENT PROCEDURES.

( a )  Upon p e t i t i o n  o f  any  a d u l t  p e r s o n ,  a  j u d g e  may a p p o i n t  a  d e s i g ­

n a t e d  e x a m i n e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  a r e  

f a c t u a l ;  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  

p e r s o n  i s  g r a v e l y  d i s a b l e d  o r  i s  m e n t a l l y  i l l  and  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n  

c a u s e s  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  p r e s e n t  a  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  s e r i o u s  h a r m  t o  h i m ­

s e l f  o r  o t h e r s ;  a n d  r ec om m en d  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  Upon 

t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r ,  t h e  c o u r t  may i s s u e  a n  

e x  p a r t e  o r d e r  o r a l l y ,  o r  i n  w r i t i n g ,  w i t h i n  48 h o u r s  o f  t h e



p e t i t i o n .  The  c o u r t  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a n  a t t o r n e y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t ,  a n d  may d i r e c t  t h a t  a  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  t a k e  t h e  p e r s o n  

i n t o  c u s t o d y  a n d  d e l i v e r  h i m  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  d e s i g n a t e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  

f a c i l i t y  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n .  T h e  e x  p a r t e  o r d e r  s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  t o  

t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  m ade  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  c l i n i c a l  r e c o r d .

( b )  T h e  p e t i t i o n  r e q u i r e d  i n  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  a l l e g e  

t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  i s  r e a s o n a b l y  b e l i e \ e d  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s

o f  AS 4 7 - 3 0 .  ( S t a n d a r d s )  a n d  s h a l l  s p e c i f y  t h e  f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n

m  w h i c h  t h a t  b e l i e f  i s  b a s e d  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  nam es  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  o f  

a l l  p e r s o n s  known t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  who h a v e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h o s e  

f a c t s  t h r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n .

P u r p o s e : I n t r o d u c e s  d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r  i n t o  p r o c e d u r e .

PAGE 5 ,  LINE 7

S u b s t i t u t e : ( a )  a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  who h a s  p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  t:o b e l i e v e  t h a t  a

p e r s o n  who i s  g r a v e l y  d i s a b l e d  o r  a  m e n t a l l y  i l l  p e r s o n  wlv- i s  l i k e l y  

t o  c a u s e  s e r i o u s  h a r m  t o  h i m s e l f  o r  o t h e r s  o f  s u c h  an i m m e d i a t e  n a t u r e  

t h a t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  s a f e t y  do  n o t  a l l o w  p r e l i m i n a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

b y  a  " d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r " ,  may c a u s e  t h e  p e r s o n  t o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  

c u s t o d y  a n d  d e l i v e r e d  t o  a n  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y .  Upon a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  

e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y ,  t h e  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  c o m p l e t e  a  p e t i t i o n  f o r  

e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  b e  i n t e r v i e w e d  by  a  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n  1 o r  a  

p h y s i c i a n  a t  t h e  f a c i l i t y .  A c o p y  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  t o  

t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  a n d  t o  h i s  g u a r d i a n ,  i f  a n y .



( b )  T h e  d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r  o r  p h y s i c i a n  s h a l l  e x a m i n e  t h e  p e r s o n  

i m m e d i a t e l y  u p o n  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  

i f  t h e r e  i s  p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  t o  i n v o l u n t a r i l y  d e t a i n  t h e  p e r s o n  p u r ­

s u a n t  t o  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . _____ I n v o l u n t a r y  C o m m i t m e n t  P r o c e d u r e s .

( c )  I f  t h e r e  i s  n o  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  i n  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  com­

m u n i t y  o r  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  p e r s o n n e l  a r e  n o t  p r e s e n t l y  h t e r e  a n d

t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  n e e d s  t o  b e  d e t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  p e r s o n n e l  o r

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  u n d e r  AS 4 7 . 3 0 . ____ , t h e  e m e r g e n c y  c u s t o d y  u n d e r

AS 4 7 . 3 0 . ____  may i n c l u d e  d e t e n t i o n  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  f i r s t  a v a i l a b l e

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i s  u t  i l i z e d .  T h e  r e s p o n d  a n t  may n o t  be  h e l d  i n  a  

j a i l  o r  c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y  i f  t h e r e  i s  a n y  e t h e r  p o s s i b l e  p l a c e  

o f  d e t e n t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  a d e q u a t e  s e c u r i t y .  A p e r s o n  may b e  d e t a i n e d  

u n t i l  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  h a s  p a s s e d  o r  f o r  s e v e n  d a y s ,  w h i c h e v e r  l i m i t  

i s  r e a c h e d  f i r s t .  W h i l e  d e t a i n e d ,  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  

c a r e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  t h a t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

P u r p o s e : A g a i n ,  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s t e p  o f  l o c a l  e v a l u a t i o n  i s  i n t e r p o s e d  t o

f u r t h e r  a v o i d  c o u r t  a c t i o n  o r  a n  u n n e c e s s a r y  t r i p  t o  A l a s k a  P s y c h i a t r i c  I n s t i ­

t u t e .  O f t e n  u n t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l ,  whe n  e n c o u n t e r i n g  b i z a r r e  b e h a v i o r ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  

c o n s i d e r  t h a t  b e h a v i o r  a  s a f e t y  p r o b l e m .  O f t e n  p o l i c e  f r i g h t e n  m e n t a l l y  i l l  

p e r s o n s .  E x p e r i e n c e  " i t h  e m e r g e n c y  p s y c h i a t r i c  t e a m s  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  r e p o r t  o f  a  

p e r s o n  i n  n e e d  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  a r e  a b l e  t o  e i t h e r  r e s o l / e  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  c o n f l i c t  

s i t u a t i o n  c a u s i n g  t h e  a c t i n g  o u t  b e h a v i o r  o r  o f t e n  c a n  t a l k  p e r s o n s  who n e e d  

h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  i n t o  g o i n g  v o l u n t a r i l y .



S u b s t i t u t e : " m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  who p e r f o r m "

PAGE 6, LINE 9

P u r p o s e : C o n s i s t e n c y  o f  l a n g u a g e .

PAGE 6 . LINE 13

S u b s t i t u t e : " t h e  p h y s i c i a n  may h o s p i t a l i z e "

P u r p o s e : O n l y  p h y s i c i a n s  h a v e  a d m i t t i n g  p r i v i l e g e  t o  h o s p i t a l s .

PAGE 6 ,  LINE 15

S u b s t i t u t e : " t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y  o r  h i s  d e s i g n e e "

P u r p o s e : S h o u l d  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l

o r  p h y s i c i a n .  G i v e s  more  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f l e x i b i l i t y .

PAGE 7 ,  LINE 2

C h a n g e  n o t a t i o n  o f  s t a n d a r d s  t o  r e f l e c t  r e v i s e d  s t a n d a r d s  s e c t i o n .

PAGE 8 ,  LINE 17

Su b s t i t u t e : " a  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  p h y s i c i a n "

P u r p o s e : C o n s i s t e n c y .

PAGE 9 ,  LINK 6

S u b s t i t u t e : " t o  a  d e s i g n a t e d  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t y . "

P u r p o s e : C o n s i s t e n c y  o f  l a n g u a g e .
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D e l e t e : " o r  l e s s  r e s t r i c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  n o t  e x c e e d  14  d a y s "

PAGE 9, L I K E  7

P u r p o s e : R e d u n d a n t .

PAGE 1 3 ,  LINE 5 - 6

S u b s t i t u t e : " b y  t h e  p r o g r a m  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t "

P u r p o s e : O r i g i n a l  i n t e n t  w a s  t o  a l l o w  l e s s  r e s t r i c t i v e  p r o g r a m s  t o  a c c e p t

o r  r e j e c t  p a t i e n t  n o t  v i c e  v e r s a .

PAGE 1 4 .  LINE 16

A d d : " p a r e n t  who h a s  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  m i n o r "

P u r p o s e : C o n s i s t e n c y .

PAGE 1 4 ,  LINE 1 7

A d d : " p a r e n t s  who h a v e  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  m i n o r "

P u r p o s e : C o n s i s t e n c y .

PACE 1 5 .  LINE 13

A d d : " c u s t o d y  by  a  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  a n d "

P u r p o s e : M akes  i t  c l e a r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  do  n o t  h a v e  p o l i c e  p o w e r s .
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D e l e t e : " o r  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l "

PAG E  19, LIN E  17

P u r p o s e : M e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  c a n n o t  l e g a l l y  p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e .

PAGE 2 7 ,  LINE 14 

S u b s t i t u t e : " w i t h i n  o n e  y e a r "

P u r p o s e : 4 y e a r s  s e e m s  a n  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  l o n g  p e r i o d  t o  s t o r e  p e r s o n a l  e f f e c t s

a n d  u n c l a i m e d  f u n d s .

PAGE 3 1 ,  LINE 1

«jdd: " d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r "  -  a  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  p h y s i c i a n  d e s i g n a t e d  

b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a nd  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  w i t h  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  c o u r t  

t o  e x a m i n e ,  e v a l u a t e  a n d  r ec o m m end  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  p e r s o n s  a l l e g e d  Lc b e  m e n t a l l y  

i l l  o r  h a v i n g  i m p a i r e d  j u d g m e n t .

PAGE 3 1 ,  LINE 8 - 9

D e l e t e : who c o n d u c t  e v a l u a t i o n s  i n  p l a c e s  i n  w h i c i  no s t a f f e d  e v a l u a t i o n  f a c i l i t y

e x i s t s .

P u r p o s e : W i t h  a d d i t i o n  o f  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  d e s i g n a t e d  e x a m i n e r ,  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  b e ­

c om es  a g e n e r a l  d e f i n i t i o n .

PAGE 3 1 ,  LINE 27 

D e l e t e :  " a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l "

P u r p o s e : A l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  j u d g e  w h a t  s u b s t a n t i a l  b o d i l y  h a r m  i s — a  h a n g n a i l

o r  l o s s  o f  a  l i m b .  B o t h  c a n  k i l l .
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D e l e t e :  " a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l "

PAGE 32, LINE 1

P u r p o s e : C o n e i s t e n c y .

PAGE_32J_ J 1INE_J^Z11

A d d : " s o c i a l  w o r k e r  w i t h  a  M a s t e r s  o f  S o c i a l  Work d e g r e e "

P u r p o s e : M ore  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e f i n e s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i a l  w o r k e r .

PAGE 32 , LINE 2 0-2 1

D e l e t e : " s t a t e ,  m u n i c i p a l ,  o r  o t h e r  l o c a l  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s e "

P u r p o s e : D e f i n i n g  t h e s e  g r o u p s  a s  p e a c e  o f f i c e r s  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  r e ­

t i r e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  a nd  o t h e r  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s .

Addendum

PAGE 2 , LINES 1 9 ,  2 0 ,  & 21 

S u b s t i t u t e  : U n i t e s  S t a t e s  A g e n c y .

P u r p o s e :  G i v e s  a  w i d e r  r a n g e  o f  p o t e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h  w h i c h

t o  e n t e r  i n t o  c o n t r a c t s .
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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 4 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h . E d u c a t i o n  & 
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  F i n a n c e

BY CHATTERTON,MALONE AND
IN THE HOUSE P H IL LIP S

HOUSE BILL >J0. 66 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION

A BILL
<

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  p r o v i d i n g  a n  e x e m p t i o n  f o r  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  f r o m

p a y m e n t  f o r  l a n d  l e a s e d  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e . "

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1 .  AS 3 8 . 0 5  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  new s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  3 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 8 ,  SENIOR CITIZENS EXEMPTION. ( a )  The  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  

o c c u p i e d  a s  a p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e  o f  a b o d e  b y  a  r e s i d e n t  65 y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  

o v e r  a n d  l e a s e d  b y  t h a t  r e s i d e n t  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 

3 8 . 0 5 . 0 7 0  -  3 8 . 0 5 , 1 0 5  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  a n  a n n u a l  l e a s e  

r e n t .  O n l y  o n e  e x e n p t i o n  may b e  g r a n t e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  same p r o ­

p e r t y  a n d ,  i f  two o i  m ore  p e r s o n s  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a n  e x e m p t i o n  w i t h  

r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  s a m e  p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  p a r t i e s  s h a l l  d e c i d e  b e t w e e n  o r  among

t h e m s e l v e s  w h i c h  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  e x e m p t i o n .  No e x e m p -
.Ar* Cri~ *2

t i o n  may b e  g r a n t e d  4r§—t+ie l e a s e  i s  u s e d  b y  t h e  l e a s e h o l d e r  f o r  a n y  p u r ­

p o s e  o t h e r  t h a n  h i s  p e r m a n e n t  p l a c e  o f  a b o d e .

( b )  No e x e m p t i o n  may b e  g r a n t e d  e x c e p t  u p o n  w r i t t e n  a p p l i c a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  on  a  f o r m  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e [  d t r t r cT cT f  ̂ ~of ~~1 a n d - a  ml . wa t e r  

m a nag e m e n t . ]  The  l e a s e h o l d e r  m u s t  f i l e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  60  

d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  d a t e  o f  t h e  l e a s e ,  a n d  s h a l l  f i l e  a s e p a r a t e

a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  e a c h  l e a s e  y e a r  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  i s  s o u g h t .  I f

a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  f i l e d  w i t h i n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  t i m e  a n d  i 9  a p p r o v e d  by  t h e  

j ^ d i r e c t o i j ,  h e  s h a l l  a l l o w  a  r e n t a l  e x e m p t i o n  f o r  t h e  l e a s e  y e a r  c om ­

m e n c i n g  o n  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  d a t e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  

t h i s  s e c t i o n .  T h e ^ d i r e c t o r ]  may a t  a n y  t i m e  r e q u i r e  p r o o f  i n  t h e  f o r m  h e  

c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a n  e x e m p t i o n  c l a i m e d  u n d e r  t h i s

_1_ HB 66



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

0

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

s e c t i o n .

( c )  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  a n n u a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  

f u n d  t o  a n y  t r u s t  f u n d  t h e  suras n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e i m b u r s e  t h e  t r u s t  f u n d  

f o r  a m o u n t s  l o s t  t o  i t  b y  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .
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SECTIONAL SYNOPSIS FOR THE RULES CGTHTTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR H3 472: 

AN ACT RELATING TO 1ENTALLY ILL

Sec. 47.30.655. page 1 thru line I of page 2:

This slates the purpose of this act and lists principles of cental 
health care.

Sec. 47.39.660. page 2„ lines 2 thru 29, and page 3, lines '1 thru 15:

This section lists the pavers ana duties of the Department of Health 
& Social Services.

Sec. 47.30.665. page 3„ lines 16 thru 21:

This section allows prayer as a method of treatment.

Sec. 47.30.670. page 3, lines 23 thru 26:

This section allows a person age 14 or older to be voluntary ly 
admitted to a treatment facility if he voluntarily signs th_ 
admission papers.

Sec. 47.30.675. page 3, lines 27 thru 29, and page 4, lines 1 thru 8:

This section requires a person applying for voluntary admission 
to be notified of Inis rights which includes notification that if 
he is mentally ill and wishes to leave the facility, the facility 
can initiate involuntary corrmitme.it proceedings against him. Rights 
mist be explained in a language the applicant understands.

Sec. 47.30.630. page 4, lines 9 thru 12:

This section allows a person no longer in need of treatment to 
be released from a facility.

Sac. 47.30.635. page 4, lines 13 thru 23:

This section requires a voluntary patient, 14 or older, to submit a 
written notice of intent to leave to the facility. Evaluation must 
be immediately after the notice is given, put into writing, and the 
the patient must either be released immediately, or given written
notice that involuntary coirmitm.ent proceedings ih.ll ccmmence. The
facility can keep the patient no more than A3 hours after notice to 
leave is given.

Sac. 47.30.690. page 4, lines 24 thru 27:

This section allows a person under age 14 to be voluntarily admitted 
to a facility if his parents or guardian signs admission papers and 
the facility agrees tint person is In need of treatment.

Sec. 47.39.695. page 4, lines 23 thru 29, and page 5, lines 1 thru 2:

Tills section allows the parent or guardian of any person under 14 
to request and obtain release of that person at any time.

Sec. 47.30.700. page 5, lines 4 thru 22:

Tnis section allows a judge to issue an ex parte order if there 
is probable cause that a person is gravely disabled or a harm to 
himself or others. Toe court nnv direct a peace officer to take a



Sac. 47.30.70J. page 5, lines 23 thru 29, and page 6, lines 1 thru 3:

This section allows a peace officer to take a person who is a 
serious harm to hirrself or others to a treatment or evaluation 
facility. The peace office must complete an application for 
examination of the person and be interviewed by a mental health 
process iorn-L.

Sec. 47.30.710. page 6, lines 4 thru 18:

This section states that any person taken into custody under either 
section 700 or 705 shall be examined and evaluated by both a mental 
health professional arid a physician within 24 hours after arrival 
at the facility. A person may then be hospitalized on an emergency 
basi s .

Sec. 47.30.715. page 6, lines 19 thru 28:

Tnis section says that when a facility receives an order for 
evaluation, it must accept the parson for an evaluation peri.od 
with a maximum of 72 hours. At that time the facility shall notify 
the court and the court shall set a date, time and place for a 
probable cause hearing. The facility, the patient, his attorney, 
evaluation personnel, and the prosecuting attorney shall be notified 

. of the hearing arrangar.ents.

Sec. 47.30.720. page 6, line 29, and page 7, lines 1 thru 6:

This section allows a person to be released if he is not a harm to 
himself or others and that is determined by a mental health prof­
essional during the 72-liour evaluation period. If hearing arrange­
ments have started, the court must be notified of the patient's 
release.

Sec. 47.30.725. page 7, lines 7 thru 29, and page 8, lines 1 thru 11:

This section establishes a person's rights during cormitment 
proceedings.

Sec. 47.30.730. page 8, lines 12 thru 29, and page 9, line 1 tliru 9:

This section explains the proceedure for a 14-day ccrrniitment.

Sec. 47.30.735. page 9, line 10 thru 29, and page 10, line ' thru 11:

Tliis section explains the 14-day conmitment court hearing.

Sec. 47.30.740. page 10, line 12 thru 29, and page 11, line 1 thru 7:

Tills section sets up the procedure for a 9^-day commitment 
following a 14-day commitment.

Sec. 47.30.745. page 11, line 8 thru 19, and page 12, Tine 1 thru 21:

This section lists 90-day. coirmitment hearing rights.

Sue. 47.30.750. page 12, line 22 thru 24:

Tnis section refers to the conduct of the hearing.

K1 n



Sec. 47.30.755. page 12, line 25 thru 29, and page 13, line 1 thru 5:

This section says the court or jury must find clear and convincing 
evidence that the allegations in sec. 740 are true and can then 
ccrrmit a person to a facility for no irore than 90 days. Tne court 
rray order a less restrictive alternative treatment not to exceed 
90 days.

Sec. 47.30.760. page 13, line 6 thru 19:

This section states where, or which treatment facility will be used.

Sec. 47.30.765. page 13, line 20 thru 22:

This section allows a person the right to appeal any order of 
involuntary cormiitment.

Sec 47.30.770. page 13, line 23 thru 29, and page 14, line 1 thru 11:

This section sets the procedure for a 120-day involuntary corrmitment. 
It further states that no order of cannitment rray exceed 120 days.

Sec. 47.30.775. page 14, line 12 thru 22:

This section explains involuntary commitment of minors. It is the 
same as for adults except that all notices required to be served in 
secs. 700-820 shall also be served on the parents or guardian.

Sec. 47.30.780. page 14, line 23 thru 28:

This section allows a person committed to be released any time during 
commitment if a professional discovers he is no longer a serious harm 
to himself or others.

Sec. 47.30.785. page 14, line 29, and page 15, line 1 thru 6:

Tnis section allows an involuntary patient to get appropriate 
authorization to be absent from a facility if the absence is in 
his best interests and he is not likely to cause harm to tiimself 
or others.

Sec. 47.30.790. page 15, line 7 thru 13:

This section allows a facility to return a person to treatment if 
that person 's absence is not authorized or is excessive.

Sec. 47.30.795. page 15, line 14 thru 29, and page 16, line 1 thru IS:

Tnis section allows out-patient care to be substituted for 
involuntary in-patient care and sets up to criteria for it.

Sec. 47.30.800. page 16, line 19 thru 29, and page 17, line 1 thru 5:

This section allows involuntary out-patient care to be changed 
to involuntary in-patient care.

Sec. 47.30.805. page 17, line 6 thru 26:

Tnis section states how time periods for commitment are determined.

See. 47.30.810. page 17, line 27 and 23:

This gives a person the right to a writ of habeas corpus.



Sec. 47.30.815. page 17, line 29, and page 18, line 1 thru 15:

This section limits the liability of persons'actions regarding 
ccrrmitm.ent proceedings and established a penalty for those not 
having good cause.

Sec. 47.30.820. page 13, line 16 thru 23:

Tnis section says the terms of this chapter are not retroactive, 
but will apply to all persons ccrmitted 90 days after October 1,
1978 (the effective date of the bill).

Sec. 47.30.825. page IS, line 25 thru 29, and page 19, line 1 thru 29, and
page 20, line 1 thru 29, and page 21, line 1 thru 15:

Tnis section gives patient rights including knowledge of medication 
given, access to records, restricted use of a "quiet room" or other 
physical restraints, the right to refuse medication or electro- 
convulsive therapy, and to refuse psycho surgery or lobotcmy. In 
addition, no psychosurgery or lobotcmy may be performed without a 
court order after a hearing. .This section also provides a discharge 
plan for a patient when he leaves a facility.

Sec. 47.30.830. page 21, line 16 thru 29, and page 22, line 1 thru 3:

This section prohibits experimental treatments.

Sec. 47.30.835. page 22, line 4 thru 9:

This section guarantees a person's civil rights when undergoing 
evaluation or treatment.

Sec. 47.30.840. page 22, line 10 thru 29, and page 23, line 1 thru 5:

This section gives persons undergoing evaluation or treatment the 
right to privacy and personal possessions.

Sec. 47.30.845. page 23, line 6 thru 26:

Tnis section states that all records nd information obtained during 
evaluation, examination or treatment shall be kept confidential.

Sec. 47.30.850. page 23, line 27 thru 29, and page 24, line 1 thru 4:

Tnis section allows all court records to be destroyed after a person 
has been discharged from a facility.

Sec. 47.30.855. page 24, line 5 thru 9:

This section states that the rights set out in secs. 825-855 shall be 
posted in all treatment facilities and patients not understanding 
English shall have their rights explained to :hem in a language they 
understand.

Sec. 47.30.S60. page 24, line 10 thru 14:

Tnis section says that all notices and documents required in this 
chapter shall be explained in a language the person understands.



Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

This section states that the fact that a person has been evaluated 
or treated for mental illness is not a basis for discrimination.

47.30.870. page 25, line 2 thru 18:

This section allows the department to arrange ar.d pay for a person’s 
transportation to be evaluated, involuntarily cemitted, or to attend 
a judicial hearing. It further allows a friend or relative to travel 
with the patient when necessary, and the department may pay for that 
person's travel also.

47.30.875. page 25, line 19 thru 29, and page 26, line 1 thru 19:

Tnis section describes the treatment of nonresident patients.

47.30.880. page 26, line 20 thru 25:

Tnis section ratifies the "Interstate Compact on Mental Health".

47.30.885. page 26, line 26 thru 29, and page 27, line 1:

This section mentions patient's rights outside the state.

47.30.890. page 27, line 2 thru 9:

This section secures clothing, money, and a place to live for those 
released from a treatment facility.

47.30.895. page 27, line 10 thru 23:

r is section explains what to do with personal effects and unclaimed 
funds if a patient dies before discharged from a facility.

47.30.900. page 27, line 24 thru 29, and page 28, line 1 thru 6:

This section says that when a patient leaves a facility without 
authority or dies, the department must make inquiries to find that 
person's legal heirs or representatives. Any money or articles of 
parsoral property must be turned over to the proper person. Claims 
to the money or property may be presented.

47.30.905. page 28. line 7 thru 24:

Tnis section tells who pays the fees and expenses for judicial 
proceedings.

47.3c.910. page 28, Tine 25 thru 29, and page 29, line 1 thru 29, and 
page 30, line 1 thru 25:

(
Tnis section explains who is liable for expenses in a treatment 
facility. If a person is voluntarily committed, M s  monthly charge 
is based on M s  ability to pay, as determined by the department. 
After a voluntary patient has been in a facility for 12 months, his 
monthly fee is $50.00. If a person is involuntarily committed, M s  
monthly fee is $50.00.

47.30.915. page 30, line 25 thru 29, page 31, lira 1 thru 29, page 32, 
line I thru 29, page 33, line 1 thru 12:

T M s  is the definition section for chapter 30.

47.30.010. page 34, line 1 thru 16:

Tnis section states that persons with handici.ps have the same legal

47.30.855. page 24, line 15 thru 29:

rights as all other persons.



Tnis section says the Department of Health & Social Services shall 
protect and advocate the rights of persons with handicaps.

Sec. 47.SO.030. page 34, line 27 thru 29, and page 35, line 1 thru 6:

Tnis section establishes the Governor's Council for the Handicapped 
and Gifted.

Sec. 47.SO. 040. p.ge 35, line 7 thru 27:

Tnis section sets out the composition of the council.

Sec. 47.80. 050. page 35, line 28 & 29, and page 36, line 1 thru 10:

Tnis section sets out the terms of office for members of the council.

Sec. 47.80.050. page 36, line 11 thru 13:

This section says council rcerbers receive no salary, but do get per 
diem and travel money.

Sec. 47.80. 070. page 36, line 14 thru 21:

Tnis section allows for officers and staff for the council.

Sec. 47.80.080. page 36, line 22 thru 28:

This section sets out the bylaws of the council.

Sec. 47.80.090. page 36, line 1, and page 37, line 1 thru 29, and page 38, 
line 1 thru 24:

Tnis section states the responsibilities of the council.

Sec. 47.80.100. page 3S, line 26 thru 29, and page 39, line 1 thru 13:

Tnis section allows for programs for the handicapped with the 
Departments of Health & Social Services and Education and other 
ppropriate departments and for those departments to plan, develop, 

and implement a comprehensive system of services.

Sec. 47.80.110. page 39, line 14 thru 19:

Tnis section sets out program principles.

Sec. 47.80.120. page 39, line 20 thru 29, and page 40, line 1 thru 4:

Tnis section requires hab ill tat ion plans for those receiving 
services.

Sac. 47.30.130. page 40, line 5 thru 29, ana page 41, line 1 thru 4:

Tnis section gives the specific duties and powers of the department.

Sea. 47.80.140. page 41, line 5 thru 23:

Tnis section states tint residential facilities mast gat certificates 
of need and be licensed.

See. 47.SO.020. page 34, line 17 thru 24:

47.80. 150. page 41, line 24 time 29, and page 42, line 1 thru 29, and 
pace 43, line 1 thru 10:

Tnis section is about .Liability for expense of services. Truce with

Karl icons rnv fo** services according to their ability to o:.y, nr! t. e^e 
ceveic.cceutnliy disabled pay a maximum of ?30.C3 per month.



This section allows the department to arrange and pay for the travel 
of persons traveling to a facility. It allows.a person to accompany 
the patient when it is in the best interests of the patient and the 
individual is indigent. ' ■

Sec. 47.80.170. page 43, line 27 thru 29, and page 44, line 1 thru 5:

Inis section says that when a parson is discharged from a facility 
the department is responsible that the person has suitable clothes, 
transportation, a place to stay, and some money.

Sec. 47.80.900. page 44, line 7 thru 29, and page 45, line 1 thru 22:

Tnis is the definition section for chapter 80.

“Sec. 4..of.the bill, page 45, line 23 thru 29, and page 46, line 1 thru 7:

Tnis section turns all records of the Alaska Developmental 
Disabilities Planning Council, and the Special Education Advisory 
Council to the Governor's Council for the Handicapped and Gifted.

*Sec. 5. of the bill, page 46, line 8:

This section repeals AS 47.30.010 thru .340. which is the old mental 
health commitment procedure act, and repeals AS 18.05.031. which 
allows the Department of Health & Social Services to be the sole 
advocate of the mental retarded.

“Sec. 6. of the bill, page 46, line 9:

The effective date is October 1, 1978.
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M E M O R A N D U M

SUBJECT: Health Providers Inventory Report 

TO: The Honorable Charlie Parr

FROM: Sharman Haley

Research Analys-t-^"',

Enclosed please find the final report of the Health Providers Inventory 

Project. In our opinion the data gathered in the course of this project 

make a significant contribution to the health planning information 

available in this state and provide a basis for further useful analysis.

We will be distributing additional copies of this report to interested 

legislators and agencies shortly after the legislative session. In the 

meantime a limited number of copies are available on request from our 

office.

SH:dh
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PREFACE

I t  i s  my p le a su r e  to submit  the f i n a l  r epo r t  on the 

Hea l th  Care P r o v i d e r ' s  P r o j e c t .  The p r o j e c t  r epre sen ts  many hours o f  

many p e o p l e ' s  t ime and those  peop le  shou ld  be r e cogn iz ed .

Debbie Behr,  Research A n a ly s t  f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s ,  des igned  and 

worked on the p r o j e c t .  Sharman Ha ley ,  Research A n a l y s t ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  

A f f a i r s ,  prov ided  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  moral support ,  and the computer 

program and p r i n t - o u t  f o r  the p r o j e c t .  Susan K i lk a  was the graph ic  

a r t i s t  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  the map. C h a r l i e  Parr was the person r eque s t ing  

the p r o j e c t .  Without him i t  might not have happened.

Each person in v o lv ed  w i th  p r o j e c t  d id  a f i n e  job  and shou ld  be 

proud o f  i t .  I want to  thank everyone for  t h e i r  t ime ,  hard work, and 

most o f  a l l ,  p a t i e n c e  and under s tand ing .

R o ch e l l e  P l o t n i c k  
May, 1978



PROJECT HISTORY

During v.he 1977 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  R ep re s en ta t i v e  C h a r l i e  Pa*r , 

chairman o f  the H ea l t h ,  Educa t ion  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  Committee , submitted 

a work order  to  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency f o r  an in te r im  p r o j e c t  r egard ­

ing d i s t r i b u t i o n  and a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  A laskan h ea l th  c a r e  p rov id er s  and 

f a c i l i t i e s .  Debbie  Behr r e ce i v ed  the work order and began to  d r a f t  a 

r e sea r ch  d e s ign  f o r  the s tudy .

An e a r l y  d e c i s i o n  was made as  to which f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l s  

would be in c lu d ed .  R ep re s en ta t i v e  Parr was g iven  a l i s t  o f  many p o s s i b i l ­

i t i e s  and made h i s  c h o i c e s  from i t .  The p r o f e s s i o n s  chosen were : 1) d o c t o r s ;  

2) r e g i s t e r e d  nur se s ;  3) l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c a l  nur se s ;  4) p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t s ;  

5) d e n t i s t s ;  6) community h ea l th  a i d e s ;  7) s t a t e  p ub l i c  h ea l th  nur se s ;

8) p s y c h i a t r i s t s ;  9) a u d i o l o g i s t s ;  10) o p t i c i a n s  11) o p t om e t r i s t s ;  12) 

pharmac i s t s .  The f a c i l i t i e s  chosen were: 1) h o s p i t a l s ;  2) s t a t e  p ub l i c

h e a l th  c e n t e r s ;  3) community mental h e a l th  c e n t e r s ;  4) d i a g n o s t i c  f a c i l i t i e s ;  

5) P u b l i c  Hea l th  S e r v i c e  -  v i l l a g e  b u i l t  c l i n i c s ;  6) communicative 

d i s o r d e r s  c l i n i c s ;  7) long - te rm  care  f a c i l i t i e s .

The p r o j e c t  d e s i gn  in c luded  a computer f i l e  which would ho ld  a l l  

the data  obta ined  -  l o c a t i o n ,  s p e c i a l t y ,  s p e c i a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  number o f  

s t a f f ,  e t c .  I t  would be c apab le  o f  produc ing a p r i r t - o u t  l i s t i n g  the 

f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n s  and a l l o w  s p e c i f i c  in format ion  to  be s tored  

and p u l l e d  from the f i l e  when needed. There was no p r o v i s i o n  for  updat ing 

the computer f i l e  a t  th a t  t ime.

The f i n a l  product o f  the p r o j e c t  was to  be a map d i s p l a y i n g  l o c a t i o n  

and c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n s  by the use o f  c o l o r s ,  

symbols or p in s .



By August 1977, the p r o j e c t  was w e l l  under way. N ear ly  h a l f  the 

f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n s  had been coded and keypunched. Those  remain -  

t o  be coded and keypunched were : pharmac i s t s ,  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t s ,

a u d i o l o g i s t s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  s t a t e  p u b l i c  h e a l th  c e n t e r s ,  d i a g n o s t i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

P u b l i c  Hea lth  S e r v i c e  -  v i l l a g e  b u i l t  c l i n i c s  and communicat ive d i s o rd e r s  

c l i n i c s .  Debbie  Behr went on l e a v e  a t  the end o f  August . In l a t e  

September R o ch e l l e  (MacKinnon) P l o t n i c k  c on tr a c ted  w i th  L e g i s T a t i v e  

A f f a i r s  Agency to complete  the p r o j e c t .  P l o t n i c k  began cod ing  the 

remain ing c a t e g o r i e s  where Behr had s topped .  Data were d i f f i c u l t  to 

o b t a in  in s evera l  o f  the uncoded c a t e g o r i e s ,  such as a u d i o l o g i s t s  and 

p h y s i c i a n  a s s -' ; t a n t s .  A l s o ,  some o f  the c a t e g o r i e s  were not w e l l  d e f i n ed ,  

such as  " d i a g n o s t i c  f a c i l i t y " .  D e sp i t e  the d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  a l l  the in format ion  

had been gathered and coded by December 23. What remained was the 

keypunching o f  about 500 computer c a rd s ,  the w r i t i n g  o f  a computer 

program and g e t t i n g  a p r i n t - o u t ,  the p roduc t ion  of  a map, and w r i t i n g  

the  r e p o r t .  A l l  nas now been completed ,  w ith  t h i s  r epor t  be ing the 

f i n a l  phase o f  the p r o j e c t .

The f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  r e o o r t  w i l l  e xp la in  the d a t a ,  and 

t e l l  how and from where they were o b t a in ed .  I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  fu tu r e  use 

o f  t ’ e data  base are  i n c lu d ed ,  as  w e l l  as recommendation f o r  the fu ture  

o f  the p r o j e c t .  Data sources  are in c ludeu  in the " c o d e s "  s e c t i o n  under 

c h a r t  " J :  source  o f  i n f o rm a t i o n " .
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METHODOLOGY

The main theme o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  was " o b t a in  and i n c o r p o r a t e " - -w h i c h  

means th a t  in format ion  was gathered and in c luded  in a data  base .  Take 

one c a teg o ry  f o r  example. A l i s t  o f  l i c e n s e d  pharmac is ts  in A laska  was 

ob ta ined  from the Department o f  Conmerce & Economic Development , D i v i s i o n  

o f  O c cupa t iona l  L i c e n s i n g .  The f o l l ow i n g  in format ion  was then coded on 

a cod ing  shee t  f o r  each pharmac is t ,  and keypunched: p r o j e c t  code ;

p rov ide  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  number; v i l l a g e  code ;  type o f  p r o f e s s i o n ;  whether 

c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t i c i n g ;  type o f  p r a c t i c e ;  whether i t i n e r a n t ;  geograph ic  

r e g i o n ;  s p e c i a l i t y ;  whether med ica id  c l i e n t s  a c c ep ted ;  and data source 

and d a t e .  Informat ion  which was not  a v a i l a b l e  o r  not a p p l i c a b l e  to 

pharmac is ts  was coded "unknown". S i n c e  there  were 157 pharmac i s t s ,  

th ere  were 157 cod ing  s h e e t s ,  each f i l l e d  out  as d e sc r ib ed  above . Thus ,  

pharmac is ts  were in corpora ted  in the data b a se ,  to  be in c luded  in the 

computer p r i n t - o u t  when a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  were complete .

Not a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  had the same amount o f  informat ion  a v a i l a b l e  as 

t h i s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  c a s e .  Sometimes th ere  was more, sometimes l e s s .  But 

t h i s  w i l l  be covered more e x p l i c i t l y  w ith  the d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  each one.



RESULTS

In t h i s  s e c t i o n  each c a tego ry  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d .  T h e i r  order o f  

placement f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  based on the o v e r la y s  on which they appear 

on the map: o v e r l a y s  one ,  two, and three  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n

w i l l  serve  as  a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  both the map and the computer 

p r i n t - o u t .  Add i t i o n a l  in format ion  i s  o b t a i n a b l e  in the notebooks  c o n t a i n i n g  

the cod ing  shee t s  and t h e i r  s ou r c e s ,  the cod ing  exp lana t ion  book, or 

o ther  r e fe r en ce s  l i s t e d .  T h i s  r epor t  w i l l  e i t h e r  g i v e  b a s i c  in format ion  

o r  t e l l  where to  go f o r  i t .  I t  should  be kept in  mind th a t  change 

o c cu r s  c o n s t a n t l y  so th i s  survey i s  a l r e ady  dated .  New f a c i l i t i e s  are 

open ing f r e qu en t l y  and a d d i t i o n a l  peop le  are  be ing l i c e n s e d .  Some l i c e n s e d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  are not p r a c t i c i n g .
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Three shapes are used on the map: squ a r e s ,  c i r c l e s  and t r i a n g l e s .

Small s i z e s  r epre sen t  one p r o f e s s i o n a l  or one f a c i l i t y .  Large s i z e s  

repre sen t  ten .  A l a r g e  s i z e  w ith  a wh i t e  do t  p la ced  in i t  r epre sen ts  

100. As each p ro f e s s i o n  and f a c i l i t y  i s  d e s c r ib ed  from o v e r l a y  1, 2, 

and 3, i t s  c o l o r  w i l l  be g i v e n .  A key w i th  a l l  t h i s  i n fo rmat ion  i s  

l o c a t e d  on the upper r i g h t  hand corner  o f  the map. A l s o ,  a red d i s k  

accompanies the map. T h i s  d i s k  serves  as a d i s t a n c e  gu ide  f o r  a i r  

t r a v e l .  I t s  r ad iu s  equa l s  one h ou r ' s  f l y i n g  t ime,  or  100 m i l e s ,  in  a

MAP EXPLANATION



OVERLAY 1

P ub l i c  Hea l th  S e r v i c e  -  V i l l a g e  B u i l t  C l i n i c s

Pub l i c  Hea l th  -  V i l l a g e  B u i l t  C l i n i c s  are  v i l l a g e  b u i l t  and owned 

c l i n i c  f a c i l i t i e s  l e a sed  to the A la ska  Area N a t i v e  Hea lth  S e r v i c e .

Primary h ea l th  c are  i s  r e g u l a r l y  prov ided  in  the c l i n i c  by community 

h e a l th  a i d e s .  Care i s  a l s o  prov ided by the A laska  Area N a t i v e  Hea lth  

S e r v i c e  and s t a t e  h e a l th  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  on an i t i n e r a n t  b a s i s .  There are 

116 v i l l a g e  b u i l t  c l i n i c s  in  A la s k a ,  l o c a t e d  in  rura l  a r ea s .  In some 

i n s t a n c e s  they are the on ly  h e a l th  f a c i l i t i e s  in  an area .  They are 

represen ted  on the map by purp le  square s .  Informat ion  was ob ta in ed  fron  

A laska  Area N a t i v e  Hea lth  S e r v i c e ,  Area General  S e r v i c e s  Branch.

Community Hea lth  Aides

Community Hea lth  Aides  are A laskans  t r a in ed  to p rov ide  primary 

h e a l th  care  in  rura l  a r ea s .  T h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n c lud e  examining 

p a t i e n t s  w ith  s imp le  problems,  determ in ing  app rop r ia t e  treatment ,  making 

r e f e r r a l s ,  p rov id in g  primary treatment ,  a rrang ing  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and 

working w ith  o ther  h e a l th  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  v i s i t i n g  the v i l l a g e .  Community 

Hea lth  Aides  are permanent r e s i d e n t s  o f  the v i l l a g e  in which they work, 

and must be a c c e p t a b l e  to most o f  the peop le  in  t h e i r  community. T h e i r  

s a l a r y  comes from e i t h e r  a r e g i on a l  h e a l th  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  or another  

N a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which o b ta in s  funds through c o n t r a c t i n g  w i th  the 

A laska  Area N a t i v e  Hea l th  S e r v i c e .  The three  h ea l th  a id  t r a i n i n g  a g en c ie s  

in  the s t a t e  are  the AANHS in  Anchorage, the Yukon-Kuskokwim Health



Co rpo r a t i o n  i n  B e t h e l ,  and the Norton Sound Hea lth  Co rpora t i on  in Nome.

At the time o f  t h i s  survey  there  were 216 Community Health A ides  l i s t e d ,  

a c c o rd in g  to  the AANHS. Some o f  the se  are  e i t h e r  f u l l  or part  t ime ,  or 

a l t e r n a t e s .  They are  shown on the map as brown do t s .  In some ca se s  

th ere  i s  no PHS c l i n i c  f o r  an a i d e  to  u se ,  so the a id e  must work in 

p e o p l e ' s  homes. In approx imate ly  25 v i l l a g e s  the hea l th  a i d e  i s  the 

ONLY h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  in  the v i l l a g e .

S t a t e  P u b l i c  Hea l th  Cen ters

The 28 S t a t e  Pu b l i c  Hea l th  Centers  in A laska  are s t a f f e d  by S t a t e  

P u b l i c  H ea l th  Nurses  who o f f e r  a w ide range o f  s e r v i c e s .  The c en te r s  

p rov id e  immunizat ions ,  v a c c i n e s ,  TB t e s t s ,  VD s creen ing  and treatment ,  

women's h e a l th  s cr e en ing  ( b r e a s t  exams, pap smears,  pregnancy t e s t s ) ,  

c o n t r a c e p t i v e s ,  matern i ty  c a r e ,  and c h i l d  hea l th  care  and n u t r i t i o n .

They are  r epresen ted  on the map by brown square s .  The data  on them were 

o b ta in ed  from the S t a t e  Department o f  Hea lth  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  (DH&SS). 

L i c e n s e d  F r a c t i c a l  N jrse s

Accord ing  to the S t a t e  Department o f  Commerce & Economic Deve lop ­

ment, D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cup a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  there  are  655 l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c a l  

nurses  in  A la ska .  Data on whether or not they are  p r a c t i c i n g  were 

u n ob t a in a b l e .  An LPN must graduate  from an a c c r ed i t e d  p r a c t i c a l  nurs ing 

program, complete  the ten th  grade or i t s  e q u i v a l e n t ,  be a t  l e a s t  18, and 

pass  a w r i t t e n  exam i s su ed  by the S t a t e  Board o f  Nurs ing .  Most LPN ' s  

work in  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s i n c e  they are  r equ ired  to  be superv i s ed  by a 

R eg i s t e r ed  Nurse. They are  shown as green dots  on the map. P r a c t i c a l  

nurses  are exempt from s t a t e  l i c e n s u r e  i f  employed by the United S t a t e s  

Government pursuant to  AS 08.68 .400(1) .



Reg i s t e red  Nurses

At the time o f  the su rv ey ,  the S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cupa t iona l  

L i c e n s i n g  repor ted  2,283 R eg i s t e red  Nurses l i c e n s e d  a "d  r e s i d i n g  in A laska .  

Data on those  c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t i c i n g  were no t  a v a i l a b l e  i'o q u a l i f y  as an 

RN one must complete  high s choo l  or the e q u i v a l e n t ,  g raduate  from an 

a c c r e d i t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  nurs ing  s c h o o l ,  and pass an exam i s s u ed  by the 

S t a t e  Board o f  Nurs ing .  T h e i r  t r a i n i n g  i s  more t e c h n i c a l  than f o r  L P N ' s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  anatomy, p h y s i o l o g y ,  and more s p e c i a l i z e d  c o u r s e s .  The map 

shows RN 's  w ith  red d o t s .  R eg i s t e red  Nurses are exempt from s t a t e  l i c e n s u r e  

i f  employed by the Un ited  S t a t e s  Government pursuant to  AS 08 .68.400(1) . 

P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s

Accord ing to  the A la ska  Academy o f  P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s  there  are 

66 P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s  in A la sk a .  The A laska  S t a t e  Med ica l  Board i s  

w r i t i n g  c u r r e n t l y  proposed l i c e n s i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  for  the PA 's  in  the s t a t e .  

Pursi ant to AS 08.64.107,  the r e g u l a t i o n s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  ed u c a t i o n a l  q u a l i ­

f i c a t i o n s ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p rocedures ,  the scope  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  au thor i z ed  

and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  the s u p e r v i s in g  or  t r a i n i n g  p h y s i c i a n .  Un t i l  

the r e g u l a t i o n s  are  promulgated , no mandatory r e g i s t r a t i o n  for  PA 's 

e x i s t s .  When they are  promulgated , the D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cup a t i o n a l  L i c e n s in g  

w i l l  have a l i s t i n g  o f  the PA 's in  A la ska .  The 66 Ph y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s  

l i s t e d  in  the p r o j e c t  are  represented  by b lu e  t r i a n g l e s .



OVERLAY II

H o s p i t a l s

From in format ion  supp l i e d  by the D i v i s i o n  o f  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  and 

L i c e n s i n g ,  DHSS, 26 h o s p i t a l s  in A laska  were accounted  f o r .  Of t h e s e ,  

seven a re  Un it ed  S t a t e  Pub l i c  Hea lth  S e r v i c e ,  and two are  m i l i t a r y .

Seven o f  th e se  f a c i l i t i e s  a l s o  s e rve  as nurs ing  homes, but were not w ith  

the  nurs ing  homes to  avo id  d u p l i c a t i o n .  H o s p i t a l s  are  represen ted  by 

red squares  on the map.

Nurs ing Homes

Exc lud ing  the seven h o s p i t a l s  mentioned in  the preceed ing  paragraph, 

there  a re  four  nurs ing homes in A la ska :  Anchorage has two; Seward and

Fa irbanks  have one each .  Nurs ing homes are  shown on the map as b lue

square s .  T h i s  in fo rmat ion  was obta ined  from C e r t i f i c a t i o n  and L i c e n s i n g ,  

Department o f  Hea l th  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .

L a b o r a t o r i e s

There  are  approx imate ly  24 lab s  in the s t a t e .  Those  l o c a t e d  w i t h in

h o s p i t a l s  were not i n c lu d ed ,  to  avo id  d u p l i c a t i o n .  Data were ob ta ined

from the D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H ea l th ,  DHSS. Labs are  represen ted  by 

orange t r i a n g l e s  on the map.

D i a g n o s t i c  F a c i l i t i e s

O r i g i n a l l y ,  the i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  c a teg o ry  was to  be a " c a t c h - a l l "  for  

any th ing  a c c i d e n t l y  l e f t  out o f  the survey .  I t  was used for m i s c e l l a n e ou s  

f a c i l i t i e s  such as the Bre ' . s t  Cancer D e t e c t i o n  Center  in  F a i rb ank s ,  the 

Kidney Mach ine Center  in  Anchorage, the h e a l th  c en te r  a t  the 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A laska  in F a i rb ank s ,  the Anchorage Blood Bank, and the



h e a l th  c e n t e r  in  Anchorage run by the m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  to name a few.

A l s o ,  communicat ive  d i s o r d e r s  c l i n i c s  are  counted as d i a g n o s t i c  f a c i l i t i e s .  

T h i s  was a c a t e g o ry  o r i g i n a l l y ,  and l a t e r  was combined w i th  d i a g n o s t i c  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the p r i n t - o u t  map. There are n in e  communicat ive d i s o rd e r s  

c l i n i c s  in  the s t a t e  o f f e r i n g  s e r v i c e s  such as  hear ing t e s t s ,  hear ing 

a i d  f i t t i n g s ,  d i a g n o s t i c  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  speech and heading impairments , 

and d i a g n o s i s  and treatment o f  o t i t i s  media . T h i s  group i s  represen ted  

by green squares  on the map. T h i s  in format ion  was ob ta ined  from var i ou s  

s ou r c e s .  They i n c lu d e  the D i r e c t o ry  o f  Human S e r v i c e  O r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

pub l i sh ed  by the L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency, the House HESS f i l e s ,  and 

the Department o f  H ea l th  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .  For more s p e c i f i c s ,  one 

must r e f e r  to  the c od ing  sh ee t s  and code exp lan a t io n  book.

Doctors

Accord ing to  the A la ska  S t a t e  Medica l  A s s o c i a t i o n  th ere  are  551 

p h y s i c i a n s  in A la s k a .  Of t h e s e ,  360 are in p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e ,  74 are 

w ith  the m i l i t a r y ,  86 are  w ith  the United S t a t e s  Pub l i c  Hea l th  S e r v i c e ,

12 are  w i th  o th e r  f ed e r a l  a g en c ie s  (such as FAA, N a t i v e  Hea lth  Corps ,

e t c . ) ,  and 19 a re  w i t h  the S t a t e  o f  A la ska .  B e s id e s  the S t a t e  Med ica l  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  the D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cupat iona l  L i c e n s i n g  was used as a data 

s ou rce .  When known, a p h y s i c i a n ' s  s p e c i a l t y  has been coded ,  but t h i s  i s  

not r e f l e c t e d  on e i t h e r  the  map or the p r i n t - o u t .  The o n l y  ex cep t ion  i s  

for  p s y c h i a t r i s t s .  These do c tor s  were p la ced  in a s epa ra t e  c a te g o ry  and 

w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in the s e c t i o n  for  o v e r l a y  th ree .  Orange do t s  were 

used for  d o c t o r s  on the map. Pursuant to AS 08.64.370. p h y s i c i a n s

employed by e i t h e r  the  m i l i t a r y  or United S t a t e s  Pub l i c  Healuh S e r v i c e

are exempt from s t a t e  l i c e n s u r e .
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Pharmacists

Th :  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cupa t iona l  L i c e n s i n g  l i s t s  157 l i c e n s e d  

pharmac is ts  in  the s t a t e .  I t  i s  not known how many o f  th e se  a re  p ra c ­

t i c i n g .  At l e a s t  one pharmac is t  e x i s t s  in  every  p l a c e  there  i s  a 

pharmacy in  the s t a t e ,  but not v i c e  v e r sa .  Pharmacis ts  are  shown as 

b lue do ts  on the map. Pharmacists  employed in f edera l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  are 

exempt from l i c e n s u r e  pursuant to AS 08.80.475.
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OVERLAY III

Community Mental Hea l th  Centers

There are 20 Community Mental Hea lth  Cen ters  throughout A la ska .

With an emphas is on s e r v in g  rura l  communit ies ,  the c en te r s  o f f e r  a wide 

range o f  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  o u t p a t i e n t  c a r e ,  c o u n s e l i n g ,  f o l l o w - u p  a f t e r  

treatment ,  c r i s i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  p la nn in g ,  and c o n s u l t a t i o n .

The focus  on th e se  c e n t e r s  i s  to prov ide  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a t  a 

l o c a l  l e v e l ,  m in im iz ing  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  a t  A laska  P s y c h i a t r i c  

I n s t i t u t e .  A l s o ,  some p s y c h o l o g i c a l  problems are  not s e r i o u s  and can be 

e a s i l y  t r e a t ed  a t  the l o c a l  l e v e l .  These  c e n t e r s  appear as  orange 

squares on the map. T h i s  data was ob ta ined  from the D i v i s i o n  o f  Mental 

Hea lth  and Developmenta l D i s a b i l i t i e s ,  DHSS.

F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the  M en t a l l y  111 & Deve lopmenta l l y  D i s ab led

In A la s k a ,  there  i s  one i n - p a t i e n t  f a c i l i t y  f o r  the m en t a l l y  i l l  

and three  i n - p a t i e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the d ev e l opm en t a l l y  d i s a b l e d .

Alas.’.a P s y c h i a t r i c  I n s t i t u t e  i s  an i n - p a t i e n t  treatment c en te r  l o c a t e d  

in Anchorage. I t  i s  owned and operated by the S t a t e  o f  A la ska .  Though 

i t s  main purpose i s  f o r  the m en ta l l y  i l l ,  API does t r e a t  some retarded  

i n d i v i d u a l s .  The S t a t e  o f  A laska  owns and o pera t e s  Harborview Deve lop ­

ment Center  for  the d ev e l opm en t a l l y  d i s a b l e d .  Inc luded  are the m en ta l l y  

r e ta rd ed ,  th ose  s u f f e r i n g  from severe  c e reb ra l  p a l s y ,  e p i l e p s y ,  or 

au t i sm ,  or any c o n d i t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  in impairment o f  genera l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

f u n c t i o n i n g ,  a f f e c t i n g  a p e r s o n ' s  a b i l i t y  to  f u n c t i o n  normal ly  in  s o c i e t y .  

H arborv iew 's  s e r v i c e s  i n c lu d e  v o c a t i o n a l - o c c u p a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

and p h y s i c a l  therapy ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  and s p e c i a l  edu ca t i o n .

- 12 -



Harborview i s  i n  V a l d e z ,  A la ska .  The two a d d i t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the 

r e tarded  a r e  in Anchorage. Hope Co t tage s  op e ra t e s  two r e s i d e n t i a l  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  d e v e l opm en t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  c h i l d r e n .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  h o s p i t a l s  

w i l l  a c c e p t  p s y c h i a t r i c  p a t i e n t s ,  but they do so r e l u c t a n t l y  as they are  

not o f f i c i a l  treatment c e n t e r s .  These f a c i l i t i e s  are r epresen ted  by 

green t r i a n g l e s  on the map. In format ion  was ob ta ined  from the D i v i s i o n  

o f  Mental Hea l th  & Developmenta l D i s a b i l i t i e s .

P s y c h i a t r i s t s

P s y c h i a t r i s t s  are  med ical  d o c tor s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t r a in ed  in p s y c h i a t r y .  

There are  30 p s y c h i a t r i s t s  in A la s k a ,  c on cen tr a ted  in the Anchorage 

a r e a .  They are r epresen ted  on the map by purp le  do t s .  Data were ob ta ined  

from the A laska  S t a t e  Med ica l  A s s o c i a t i o n  and the D i v i s i o n  o f  Occupa t iona l  

L i c e n s i n g .

D e n t i s t s

Accord ing t o  a survey conducted by the A laska  Dental S o c i e t y  in the 

f a l l  o f  1977, there  a re  220 p r a c t i c i n g  d e n t i s t s  in A la ska .  They are 

shown on the map as brown t r i a n g l e s .  O c cup a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  has 370 

l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t s ,  w i th  228 l i s t i n g  A laskan addre s s e s .

Op tometr i s t s

Accord ing t o  both the D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cupa t iona l  L i c e n s i n g  and the 

A laska  Optometr ic  A s s o c i a t i o n  there  a re  25 l i c e n s e d  o p tom e tr i s t s  in 

A la sk a .  Op tometr i s t s  are  i n d i v i d u a l s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t r a in ed  to  examine, 

d i a gno s e  and t r e a t  c o n d i t i o n s  or impairments o f  the  v i s i o n  system.

Though commonly known as  " d o c t o r s " ,  o p t om e tr i s t s  are not  medical  d o c t o r s .  

( M . C . ' s  t r a i n ed  in  t h i s  s p e c i a l t y  are o p h t h a lm o l o g i s t s ) .  However, o p tometr i s t s



do r e c e i v e  four y e a r s  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  a 

minimum o f  two y e a r s  o f  undergraduate c o l l e g e  s tudy .  By Alaskan s t a t u t e  

(AS 08 .72 .300) ,  o p tom e tr i s t s  are a l l ow ed  to d iagnose  o p t i c a l  d e f i c i e n c i e s  

o r  d e f o rm i t i e s ,  p r e s c r i b e  or  app ly  l e n s e s ,  pr isms,  or o c u l a r  ex e r c i s e s  

f o r  the c o r r e c t i o n  or r e l i e f  o f  the human eye .  They are  represented  by 

purp le  t r i a n g l e s  on the map.

D i spen s ing  O p t i c i a n s

The D i v i s i o n  o f  O c cupa t iona l  L i c e n s i n g  l i s t s  43 l i c e n s e d  o p t i c i a n s  

in  A la ska .  T h e i r  work i n c lu d e s  prepar ing and d i s p en s in g  l e n s e s ,  s p e c t a c l e s ,  

e y e g l a s s e s ,  or a r t i f i c i a l  eyes  to  intended wearers  on w r i t t e n  p r e s c r i p ­

t i o n s  from p h y s i c i a n s  or  o p tom e tr i s t s  (AS 08. ‘’1.240. (3 ) ) .  In o ther  

words ,  the p a t i e n t  has to go to e i t h e r  an o p tom e tr i s t  or an ophtha lmo lo ­

g i s t  to  ge t  a p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  g l a s s e s  or  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s ,  and the d i s ­

p ens ing  o p t i c i a n  f i l l s  the p r e s c r i p t i o n .  D i s p en s in g  o p t i c i a n s  are  shown 

as  red t r i a n g l e s  on the map.

A u d i o l o g i s t s

There are  15 a u d i o l o g i s t s  in A la ska ,  but not a l l  are p r a c t i c i n g .  

In format ion  was ob ta in ed  from the A laska  Speech and Hearing A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

s i n c e  there  i s  no l i c e n s i n g  requ ired  f o r  a u d i o l o g i s t s .  (However, l i c e n s i n g  

l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  c u r r e n t l y  pend ing . )  A u d i o l o g i s t s '  work in c lud e s  ap p ly in g  

p r i n c i p l e s ,  methods, and procedures f o r  measurement, t e s t i n g ,  e v a l u a ­

t i o n ,  p r e d i c t i o n ,  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  c o u n s e l i n g ,  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  and r e h a b i l i t a ­

t i o n  r e l a t e d  to hear ing and d i s o rd e r s  o f  hear ing .  Th i s  s p e c i a l t y  r equ ire s  

a graduate  degree .  A u d i o l o g i s t s  arc 'ep re sen ted  by y e l l o w  dots  on the 

map.



The data  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  have a v a r i e t y  o f  u se s .  There 

are  numerous s p e c i a l i t i e s  th a t  cou ld  be l i s t e d  in a computer p r i n t - o u t .

For example, i f  we wanted to know how many p e d i a t r i c i a n s  there  were 

in Sou theas te rn  A la sk a ,  we c ou ld  ob t a in  a p r i n t - o u t  of  th a t  c a t e g o r y ,  w ith  

the proper  computer program. In format ion  e x i s t s  concern ing  not on ly  

s p e c i a l t i e s ,  but geograph ic  l o c a t i o n s  and s p e c i a l  r e source s  o f  f a c i l i t i e s .  

Of c o u r s e ,  not a l l  in fo rmat ion  i s  as complete  as  o t h e r s ,  but i t  car 

a lways  

be expanded.

The Department o f  Hea lth  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  may be e l i g i b l e  to 

r e c e i v e  f edera l  funds to c o l l e c t  s t a t i s t i c s  on h e a l th  re source s  and 

f a c i l i t i e s  in  A la sk a .  T h i s  C o op e r a t iv e  Hea lth  S t a t i s t i c s  System i s  

p o s s i b l e  because o f  the 1974 Hea l th  S e r v i c e s  Resea rch ,  Hea lth  S t a t i s t i c s ,  

and Med ica l  L i b r a r i e s  Act -  P u b l i c  Law 93-641. Many of  the h e a l th  o c cu ­

p a t i o n s  in  t h i s  program are in c luded  in the presen t  survey .  Dental  

h y g i e n i s t s ,  p hy s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  nurs ing  home a d m in i s t r a t o r s ,  c h i r o ­

p r a c t o r s ,  p o d i a t r i s t s ,  and v e t e r i n a r i a n s  w i l l  a l s o  be in c luded .  In 

September o f  1976, 45 s t a t e s  were a t  l e a s t  in the deve lopmenta l  s t ag e s  o f  

data c o l l e c t i n g .  S t a t e  Hea l th  S t a t . s t i e s  Centers  are  u s u a l l y  in the h e a l th  

department o f  a s t a t e  government. To be accepted  i n t o  the program the 

c e n t e r  must meet s p e c i f i c  c r i t e r i a ,  i n c l u d i n g  being ab l e  to ob ta in  t ime ly  

r e l i a b l e  and comprehensive d a t a ,  use a c c e p t a b l e  s t a t i s t i c a l  a b i l i t y ,  and 

e s t a b l i s h  p lans  f o r  fu tu r e  expans ion .

I t  i s  my recommendation t h a t  the data c o l l e c t e d  for  t h i s  p r o j e c t  

be shared w ith  the A laska  Department o f  Hea lth  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  p ro v id in g  

they want i t  and the in format ion  cou ld  be of  some b e n e f i t  to them.

RECOMMENDATIONS
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T h i s  p rp ’ ^ c t  has fu ture  p o t e n t i a l  and cou ld  be usefu l  f o r  a number 

o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and purposes .  The d e s ign  f o r  t h i s  data base has been 

s e t  up and c ou ld  e a s i l y  be updated, a n n u a l l y ,  b i - a n n u a l l y ,  or once 

every two y e a r s .
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1. A map showing d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n s  -

l o c a t e d  in  the house HESS Committee Room (112 C ap i t o l  E i d g . ) ,

2. The completed cod ing  shee t s  organ i zed  in  l a b e l e d  notebooks  -

l o c a t e d  in the L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency, Research D i v i s i o n .

3. The keypunched data cards in  three boxes i r  L e g i s l a t i v e  Research .

4. A computer p r i n t - o u t ,  communit ies l i s t e d  by e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t

w ith  amounts o f  f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n s  t a t u l a t e d  -  l o c a t ed  

in House HESS dur ing the s e s s i o n ,  and L e g i s l a t i  >e Research .

5. A cod ing  notebook ,  w i th  code ex p lan a t io n s  and sources  -  l o c a t ed  

in L e g i s l a t i v e  Research .

6. A notebook w i th  p r o j e c t  c o rre spondence ,  deve lopment , e t c .  

l o c a t e d  in L e g i s l a t i v e  Research .

7. A computer generated data  tape ,  T01-31iD-HREP(#3945-4) 

l o c a t e d  in  the data p ro c e s s in g  tape l i b r a r y ,  due to exp ire  

January ,  1980.

8. The documentat ion or the tape  g en era t ion  and format ing -  

l o c a t ed  in L e g i s l a t i v e  Research .
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