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percent of the assessed value of a structure is exempt from taxation 

if the structure contains fire protection systems in operating c o n­

dition incorporated as a fixture or part of the structure. The 

exemption is limited to 1) an amount equal to two percent of the 

value of the structure based on the assessment for 1981, if fire 

protection systems are a fixture of the real property on January 1,

1981 •, or an amount equal to two percent of the value of the 

s tructure as of January 1 following the installation of the fire 

protection systems as fixtures of the structure after January 1, 1981

Introduced January 31 and referred to Community & Regional Affairs.

SENATE BILL NO. 4 2 7 , by Senators Ferguson, Ray, Sackett, Mel and, 

Colletta, Sumner, Kerttula, Hohman, Mulcahy and Bradley. Amends 

AS 29.53.020(e) relating to municipal property tax exemption for 

senior citizens by adding: "The real property exempt from taxation

under this subsection continues to be exempt if owned and occupied 

as a permanent place of abode by the surviving spouse of the 

resident, if the surviiving spouse is 55 years or older and has a 

gross annual income of less than $20,000." Does not provide for 

e ffective date.

Introduced February 12 and referred to Community and Regional Affairs 

then to Finance.

SENA1E BILL NO. 4 3 1 , by the Rules Committee by request of the L e g i s­

lative Council by request. Aods new section to AS 29.53 (Municipal 

Assessment & Taxation) which exempts from municipal property tax 

"The value of an alternation or improvement of an existing structure 

that reduces energy consumption in the structure." Section applies 

to mobile homes also. Provides Act effective January 1, 1981.

Introduced February 12 and referred to Community and Regional Affairs 
then to Finance.

SENATE BILL NO. 4 5 6 , by Senators Stimson and Bradley. Amends Muni- 

cipal Assessment and Taxation (AS 29.53), required exemptions (020) 

by stating that the property of certain residents of the state is 

exempt and further states that "(e) The real property owned and 

occupied as a permanent place of abode by a resident 65 years of age 

or over, and the personal property owned by a resident 65 years of 

a ge or o v e r , is exempt from taxation of the assessed value of the 

TREAL) property." Deletes reference to "real" property throughout 

and repeals AS 29.53.020(i) which defines "real property" as property 

including, but not limited to mobile homes whether classified as 

real or personal property for municipal tax purposes. Provides Act 
takes effect J a n uary 1, 1981.

Introduced February 18 and referred to Community & Regional Affairs, 
then to Finance.

SENATE BILL NO. 4 6 5 , by Senators Ferguson, Colletta, Fahrenkamp 

and Sumner. Exempts from general taxation (Municipal Assessment 

and Taxation, required exemptions--AS 29.53.020(a)) "(7) the real 

property owned and occupied as a permanent place of abode by a 

resident, not exceeding $85,000 in value." Exempts real property 

owned and occupied by a resident 65 years of age or over from



Municipal P r o­

perty Tax 

(exempting 

business 

inventory)

taxation of the assessed value of property which exceeds $85,000 

in value. Repeals AS 29.53.025(a) (Municipal Assessment and 

Taxation. Optional Exemptions and exclusions. Section (a) states 

"Municipalities m ay exclude or exempt or p a r t i e M y  exempt resi­

dential property from taxation by ordinance ratified by the voters 

at a regular or special election."), and amends AS 29.53.020(g) 

(relating to reimbursement of borough or city ^or revenue lost 

by exemption) by deletion of language stating that upon proper 

application an individual would have been granted an exemption. 

Provides Act takes effect January 1, 1981.

Introduced February 18 rnd referred to Community and Regional 

Affairs, then to Finance.

SENATE BILL NO. 510, by the Rules Committee by Request (for 

the Interim "ax Policy Committee). Exempts business inventory 

from municipal property tax levy and provides for reimbursement 

to m u n i c i palities of tax revenues lost by operation of the 

exemption. Reimbursement made on the basis of the application 

of the tax rate of the borough or city to the value of business 

inventory reported to the state by businesses for the purpose 

of taxation under the Alaska Net Income Tax Act, and subject 

to legislative appropriation to the Department of Community and 

Regional Affairs for the purpose. State Departments m ay adopt 

regulations to carry out the provisions of chapter. Repeals 

sections of Municipal Assessment and Taxation (AS 29.53) relating 

to assessment of business inventory and reassessment in the case 

of cessation of business during the tax year. Provides Art 
takes effect January 1, 1980.

Introduced March 5 and referred to Community and Regional Affairs, 
then to Finance.
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TO. S e n a t o r  A r i i s  S t u r g u l e w s k i
C h a i r m a n
C o m m u n i t y  &  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  

FROM: S e n a t o r  M i k e  C o l l e t t a

RE: S e n a t e  Bill 370 " F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n "

E n c l o s e d  for y o u r  revi ew,  p l e a s e  find  i n f o r m a t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  S e n a t e  Bill 371, "An Act  r e l a t i n g  to fi re  p r e v e n t i o n " ,  
w h i c h  I u n d e r s t a n d  y o u  m a y  h e a r  in c o m m i t t e e  e a r l y  n e x t  
week.

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  n o t i f y i n g  Mr. Bob Sh i r n b e r g ,
F i r e  M a r s h a l  of the N i k i s k i  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  w h e n  y o u  h a v e  a 
f i r m  d a t e  to h e a r  this  bill. I b e l i e v e  he w i l l  be in J u n e a u  
this w e e k  to t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  the H o u s e  C o m m u n i t y  &  R e g i o n a l  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  w h e n  t h e y  h e a r  the H o u s e  v e r s i o n  of this 
bill (House Bill 648).

E N C L O S U R E S

BRA, BOX ' ‘ A B .K , ANCHORAGE 0SB02 •  POUCH V JUNEAU OBOI1
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R E C O MME N D A T I O N S  

FROM T HE

A L A S K A  F I R E  C H I E F ' S  A S S O C I A T I O N  
A L A S K A  S T A T E  F I R E F I G H T E R  A S S O C I A T I O N

F OR

A D O P T I O N  O F  T H E  

COMMUNI TY F I R E  P R O T E C T I O N  I N C E N T I V E  PROGRAM

M a t e r i a l  P r e p a r e d  B y :  
R o b e r t  R . S h i r n b e r g  
F i r e  M a r s h a l  
N i k i s k i  F i r e  D e p t .  
C h a i r m a n  A d - H o c  C o m m i t t e e  
A S F A / A F C A -



T h e A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e f i g h t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  the 
A l a s k a  F i r e  C h i e f ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  at t hei r r e s p e c t i v e  
a n n u a l  m e e t i n g s  in O c t o b e r  of  19 79  in P e t e r s b u r g ,
A l a s k a ,  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  a p r o g r a m  e n t i t l e d ,  " C o m m u n i t y  
F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  I n c e n t i v e  P r o g r a m " .

E o t h  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e f i g h t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and 
the A l a s k a  F i r e  C h i e f ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  to th eir  
r e s p e c t i v e  m e m b e r s h i p s  a r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g  for s u p p o r t  
in the p r e p a r a t i o n  of p r o g r a m  m a t e r i a l  to e n a c t  the 
C o m m u n i t y  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  I n c e n t i v e  P r o g r a m  d u r i n g  the 
1 98 0 s e s s i o n  of the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  B o t h  
b o d i e s  p a s s e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  th is  r e s o l u t i o n .

A j o i n t  A D - H O C  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  form ed,  c o m p r i s e d  of 
m e m b e r s  of  the A S F A  and  the AF C A to p r e p a r e  the n e c e s s a r y  
m a t e r i a l  and to c a r r y  o u t  the l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o g r a m  p r e s e n­
tat ion .



I

T h e  S t a t e  of  A l a s k a  has the h o no r of b ei ng  N u m b e r  #1 in m a n y  
c a t a g o r i e s .  We  are by far the l a r g e s t  s t a t e  in the U ni o n .
Cur  f i s h e r i e s  an d r e s o u r c e s  f r om  the sea are N u m b e r  #1 in 
v a l u e .  Ou r  r e s o u r c e s  on  oi l  and g a s  p r o d u c t i o n  are  a p p r o a c h­
ing N u m b e r  #1. Our m i n e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  is the g r e a t e s t  of all 
s t a t e s .

Our  s t a t e  a l s o  h as  the d u b i o u s  h o no r of be ing  N u m b e r  #1 by 
s o m e  m a r g i n  in the lo s s o f  l i f e  per c a p i t a  by f i r e  an d the 
p r o p e r t y  d o l l a r  lo ss  per c a p i t a .  It a p p e a r s  th at  the  g r o w t h  
o f  o u r  s t a t e  is a s s u r e d  w i t h  p r o j e c t i o n s  of s h i p  b u i l d i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  p r o c e s s i n g  an d s u p p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  for a b o t t o m  
f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  oil  an d  g a s  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h  r e l a t e d  p e t r o­
c h e m i c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s ,  m i n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  etc. W i t h  
the p o p u l a t i o n  and  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  c o m e  w i t h  this  
g r o w t h  a n d  w i t h  our p r e s e n t  m e t h o d s  of p r o v i d i n g  fire p r o­
t e c t i o n ,  w e  w i l l  r e t a i n  the d u b i o u s  h o no r of b e in g N u m b e r  
in per c a p i t a  l o s s  of l i f e  a n d  p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e  as a r e s u l t  . f 
fire.

W e  in the fi re  s e r v i c e  r e c o g n i z e  that a n e w  a p p r o a c h  in p r o­
v i d i n g  for b o t h  p u b ? i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  fire p r o t e c t i o n  n e e d s  m u s t  
be d e v e l o p e d .  W e  r e c o g n i z e  that the C o m m u n i t y  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  
I n c e n t i v e  P r o g r a m  d o e s  o f f e r  the m e t h o d  to r e d i r e c t  fire  p r o­
t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  and c o m b i n e  the be s t  f e a t u r e s  of b o t h  p u b l i c  
and  p r i v a t e  fire  p r o t e c t i o n  in a m a n n e r  that  wi l l i m p r o v e  and  
b e t t e r  the c o m m u n i t y  a g a i n s t  the r a v a g e s  o f fire. It p r o v i d e s  
a m e t h o d  w h e r e b y  the c o s t s  for p u b l i c  fire p r o t e c t i o n  c a n  be 
c o n t r o l l e d  as the c o m m u n i t y  e x p a n d s  and gr o ws .

T h e  C o m m u n i t y  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  I n c e n t i v e  P r o g r a m  p r o v i d e s  a 
m e t h o d  w h e r e b y  the p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  and b u s i n e s s m a n  w i l l  
h a v e  the i n c e n t i v e  and s u p p o r t  n e c e s s a r y  to p r o v i d e  for the 
i n s t a l l a t i o n  of p r i v a t e  fi re  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  in their p r o p­
erty. T h i s  i n c e n t i v e  is c r e a t e d  t h r o u g h  a t h r e e - p a r t  p r o g r a m  
as f o l l o w s :

P e r m a n e nt Revaluing T r n n -Ewrd

This  loan^ftjnd w i l l  p r o v i d e  l o a n s  to p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  owner: 
a n d  businressmen^.at an i n t e r e s t  rat'|^-Snd s>4ch tec-ms that.wij 
c r e a t e / a n  i n c e n t i v e  t o / i n s t a l l  p r i v a t e  J/ire pr/itectipn s y s t e m s
s u c h Iraulic .nkler s y s t e m

team's of the I'oan w i U ^ b e  s u c h / t h a t  t\y6 d i r e c t  u-tance
Yaving' r e c e i v e d / f o r  t h e / i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t-he/^prinkl -system
w i U Y b e  c a l c u l a t e d  i n / t h e  r e p a y m e n t  sch^djjkfe. It i he i n t e n t  
t h a t  the peof^erty^owner w i l l / r e a l i z e  p t real  d o l l a r  ur n  o n
th e i n s t a l l a t i o n  of the s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  An  e x a m p  w o u l d  be
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T a x  I n c e n t i v e

R e m o v e  f r o m  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  r o l l s  t h e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
p r i v a t e  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m ,  T h e r e  i s  n o  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  
r o l l  t h a t  t h e  p r i * a t e  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  h a s  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
p u b l i c  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m .  I t  i s  t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
i n  t h e  I . S . O .  r a t i n g  s c h e d u l e ,  i t  h a s  a  d e c i d e d  e f f e c t  o n  r e ­
d u c i n g  t h e  o v e r a l l  i n s u r a n c e  r a t i n g  o f  a  c o m m u n i t y ' s  f i r e  
d e f e n s e s .  I t  p r o t e c t s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  t a x  b a s e .  I t  p r o t e c t s  
t h e  j o b s  a n d  t h e  e c o n o m y  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

W i t h  o u r  p r e s e n t  p o l i c y  o f  t a x i n g  p r i v a t e  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s ,  
w e  d i s c o u r a g e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  f r o m  i n s t a l l i n g  s u c h  v o l u n t a r y  
s y s t e m s .

A g a i n ,  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  a n d  b u s i n e s s  m a n  w i l l  b e  e n ­
c o u r a g e d  t o  i n s t a l l  p r i v a t e  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  i f  w e  r e m o v e  
t h e  t a x  b u r d e n  t h a t  i s  p l a c e d  o n  s u c h  s y s t e m s .

W a t e r  S t a n d b y  S u r c h a r g e  f o r  S p r i n k l e r  C o n n e c t i o n s

S o m e  w a t e r  u t i l i t i e s  h a v e  p l a c e d  a n  e x c e s s i v e  s t a n d b y  w a t e r  r a t e  
t o  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  t h a t  h a v e  i n s t a l l e d  h y d r a u l i c  s p r i n k l e r  s y s ­
t e m s  i n  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  I n  m a n y  c a s e s  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  r a t e s  h a v e  
e l i m i n a t e d  o r  e x c e e d e d  a n y  d o l l a r  s a v i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  m a y  
h a v e  e n j o y e d  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  i n s t a l l e d  a  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m .

I n  s o m e  c a s e s  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  p r o p e r t y  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  s p r i n k l e r  
s y s t e m s  h a v e  s h u t  t h e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  d o w n  a n d  d i s c o n t i n u e d  
i t s  u s e  a n d  a c c e p t e d  t h e  h i g h e r  i n s u r a n c e  r a t e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  
a  d o l l a r  s a v i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  w a t e r  s t a n d b y  r a t e  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  
i n s u r a n c e  p r e m i u m s .

A s  c a n  b e  s e e n ,  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  w a t e r  r a t e  c h a r g e  i s  a  d i r e c t  
a t t a c k  o n  t h e  i n c e n t i v e  t o  i n s t a l l  p r i v a t e  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  
s y s t e m s .

T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  s p e c i a l  w a t e r  r a t e s  f o r  p r o p e r t i e s  
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  a  v e r y  n o m i n a l  f e e  
o r  e l i m i n a t e d  a l t o g e t h e r .



T h i s  p r o g r a m  i n t e n t  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  a n d  
b u s i n e s s e s  t h e  i n c e n t i v e  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  i n s t a l l  f i r e  p r o ­
t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s .  T h e  p r o g r a m  i s  t o  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  i n  a l l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  f r o m  t h e  
l a r g e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  t h e  s m a l l e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  v e r y  
r u r a l  a r e a s .  T o  t h o s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  f u l l - t i m e  p a i d  f i r e  
d e p a r t m e n t s  t o  t h o s e  w i t h  v c l u n t e e r  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  a n d  a l s o  
t h o s e  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  a n y  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  a t  a l l .  T h e  p r o g r a m  
m a k e s  a s s i s t a n c e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  i s o l a t e d ,  s u c h  a s  
r e m o t e  c a n n e r y  l o c a t i o n s ,  a n d  a  m e t h o d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  f i r e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  s u c h  f a c i l i t i e s .

W i t h  s u c h  a  p r o g r a m  i n  e f f e c t  a n d  w i t h i n  a  f e w  s h o r t  y e a r s ,  
w e  w i l l  s e e  a  d e c i d e d  r e d u c t i o n  i n  o u r  p r o p e r t y  f i r e  l o s s  a n d  
l o s s  o f  l i f e  f r o m  f i r e .  We w i l l  r e a l i z e  a  d i r e c t  s a v i n g  i n  
t h e  c o s t  o f  o u r  p u b l i c  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s .  We w i l l  b e  
a b l e  t o  b e t t e r  m e e t  t h e  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  n e e d s  o f  o u r  e x p a n d i n g  
a n d  g r o w i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  c o s t s  o f  
t h i s  e x p a n s i o n .

F e w e r  j o b s  w i l l  b e  l o s t  t h r o u g h  c a t a s t r o p h i c  f i r e s ,  t h e  e c o n o m y  
b e t t e r  p r o t e c t e d ,  t h e  t a x  b a s e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  b e t t e r  a s s u r e d ,  
a n d  t h o s e  p u b l i c  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  t a x  b a s e  
b e t t e r  p r o t e c t e d .



ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99S 08

L EG IS LA TU R E  ADDRESS  
POUCH V - STATE CAPITOL 

JUNE A U .A LA S K A  99811 
(WH f ,  i IN  S E S S IO N )  

PHONE: 4 6 5 -3 7 4 8

( P E R M A N E N T  AD D R ESS )  
PHONE: 3 3 7 -1 0 6 0

B R A D  B R A D L E Y
P.O. DRAWER 8-Q

S E N A T O R

C O M M I T T E E S
CHAIRMAN

VICE CHAIRMAN
STATE AFFAIRS

MEMBER

MAJORITY CAUCUS 
COMMERCE

LABOR AND MANAGEMENT 
BUDGET AND AUDIT

March 18, 1980

The Honorable Arliss Sturgulewski

Chairman, Senate Community & Regional Affairs Committee 

Assembly Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: SB 370

Dear Senator Sturgulewski:

Attached for your reference regarding the above bill is a letter from 

Brian R. Shute, Attorney at Law, of Anchorage, Alaska, and the original 

photographs referenced in Mr. Shute's letter.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely,

Brad Bradley 

State Senator

BB:jss

Enclosures: As Above
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R O B E R T  H.  Z I E G L E R .  S R  
307  BAWDEN STREET 

KETCHIKAN. ALASKA 09901

C H A IRM A N
SENATE JUDIC IARY COMMITTEE 

IM M E D IA T E  PAST  CHA IRM AN  
WESTERN CONFERENCE - COUNCIL OF 

STATE GOVERNMENTS

POUCH V 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

js>enate
V IC E  CHA IRMAN 

SENATE RULES COMMITTEE

M EM BER
SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

WESTERN STATES LEGISLATIVE 
FORESTRY TASK FORCE

M a r c h  3, 1 9 8 0

Mr. J o h n  A. D i v e l b i s s ,
D i r e c t o r
C i t y  of  K e t c h i k a n
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  S e r v i c e s  
319 M a i n  S t r e e t  
K e t c h i k a n ,  A l a s k a  9 9 9 0 1

D e a r  Mr. D i v e l b i s s :

• I a l r e a d y  a d v i s e d  y o u  t h a t  I w o u l d  v o t e  fo r SB 370 if 
it e v e r  g e t s  to the f l o o r  of  the Sena te.  Y o u  migh' w r i t e  
to S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  w h o  c h a i r s  the C o m m u n i t y  

‘ a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  w h e r e  SB 370 c u r r e n t l y  

r e p o s e s .

R e g a r d s ,

Robe: 

R H Z :lk
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ROBERT H .  Z I E G L E R .  S R  
3 0 7  9AW DEN STREET 

KETCHIKAN. ALASKA 8 6 9 0 !

CHAIRMAN 
SENATE JUDIC IARY COMMITTEE 

IM M E D IA T E  PAST  CH A IRM AN  
WESTFRN CONFERENCE • C O U N C 'L  OF 

STATE GOVERNMENTS

POUCH V 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 6 8 6 ! t VICE CH A IRM AN  

SENATE RULES COMMITTEE'

ME M B ER
SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES 
LEG ISLATIVE CO UNCIL 

WESTERN STATES LEGISLATIVE 
FORESTRY TASK FORCE

Fe b ruary 19, 1980

Hr. John Divelbiss, Director 
City of K e t chikan 
D e p artment of Fire Protection 

Services 
319 Main
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 

Dear John:

I don't find any par t i c u l a r  fault w i t h  SB 370, which is currently 
in Senator Arliss S t u r g u l e w s k i 's Community and Regional Affairs * 
Committee. Undoubtedly, I'll vote for it when and if it appears . 
before me, but I think there is a caveat: If the assessor cannon,
include the value of a fire protection system in the assessment 
for the full and true value of a building, why shouldn't the 
same exception apply to people who construct extra water tanks 
on their property or be l o w  the structure? What about an exemption 
for people who buy fire resistant roofing materials? H o w  about 
people who spray structures w i t h  fire retardant che, icals? L i k e­
wise w i t h  fire retardant insulation?

I could go on and on, but I'm sure you get the idea.

Robert H. Ziegler, Sr.

R H Z :lk

cc: Hr. James A. VanAltvorst,
City Hanager, K e t chikan

Senator Arliss Sturgulewski

Regards



334 FRONT STREET

CITY OF KETCH IK AN
P. O. BOX 7300 TElEPPONf V07 223*3111

F e b r u a r y  22, 1 38 0

S e n a t o r  M i k e  C o l l e t t a  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  C o l l e t t a :

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C i t y  of K e t c h i k a n ,  I w i s h  t o  a d d  s u p p o r t  t o  
p a s s a g e  o f S e n i l e  B i l l  370, a n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n .

A p p r o v e d  a u t o m a t i c  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  a r e  o b v i o u s l y  a n d  
d e f i n i t e l y  a d v a n t a g e o u s  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  in w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  
i n s t a l l e d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h o s e  s y s t e m s  g o  f a r  
b e y o n d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  T h e y  a l s o  b e n e f i t  t h e  e n t i r e  
c o m m u n i t y .

E s s e n t i a l l y ,  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  s u c h  s y s t e m s  d e c r e a s e s  a c o m m u n i t y ' s  
" f i r e  f l o w  r e q u i r e m e n t "  w h i c h  is t h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  a b i l i t y  to 
d e l i v e r  w a t e r  t o  c o n t r o l  f i r e s .  A  d e c r e a s e  in t h e  " f i r e  f l o w  
r e q u i r e m e n t " ,  in e f f e c t ,  r e d u c e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r f i r e  f i g h t i n g  
e q u i p m e n t ,  f a c i l i t i e s  to h o u s e  t h a t  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  s t a f f  t o  
o p e r a t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h o u t  
r e d u c i n g  t h e  l e v e l  of  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  in t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e r e­
fore , t h e  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  fc-inefit b e c a u s e  of  a r e d u c t i o n  
in t h e  c o s t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  a g i v e n  l e v e l  of f i r e  p r o­
t e c t i o n  .

B e c a u s e  t h e  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
of a p p r o v e d  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  in i n d i v i d u a l  b u i l d i n g ,  
b u i l d i n g  o w n e r s  s h o u l d  be  g i v e n  an i n c e n t i v e  t o  i n s t a l l  s u c h  
s y s t e m s  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u f f e r  a d d i t i o n a l  f e e s  o r  t a x e s  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  i n s t a l l e d  t h o s e  s y s t e m s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  K e t c h i k a n  
s u p p o r t s  S e n a t e  B i l l  370.

If y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  C i t y ' s  p o s i t i o n  on  t h i s  i ss u e ,  
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me.

'TSm e s  W :  V a n  / Q t v o r s  
C i t y  M a n a g e r

J A V A : gw



334 FRONT STREET

CITY OF KETCH IKAN
P. O. BOX 7300 TELEPHONE 907 225-3111

F e b r u a r y  22, 1 9 8 0

S e n a t o r  B r a d  B r a d l e y  
P o u c h  V
J r n e a u ,  A l a s k a  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Brc'.dley:

On  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f K e t c h i k a n ,  I w i s h  t o  a d d  s u p p o r t  to  
p a s s a g e  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  370, a n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n .

A p p r o v e d  a u t o m a t i c  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  a r e  o b v i o u s l y  a n d  
d e f i n i t e l y  a d v a n t a g e o u s  to  t h e  b u i l d i n g  in w h i c h  t h e y  are 
i n s t a l l e d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h o s e  s y s t e m s  g o  far 
b e y o n d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  T h e y  a l s o  b e n e f i t  th e  e n t i r e  
c o m m u n i t y .

E s s e n t i a l l y ,  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  s u c h  s y s t e m s  d e c r e a s e s  c. c o m m u n i t y ' s  
" f i r e  f l o w  r e q u i r e m e n t "  w h i c h  is t h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  a b i l i t y  to 
d e l i v e r  w a t e r  t o  c o n t r o l  f ir e s .  A  d e c r e a s e  i n t h e  " f i r e  f l o w  
r e q u i r e m e n t " ,  in e f f e c t ,  r e d u c e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  f i r e  f i g h t i n g  
e q u i p m e n t ,  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  h o u s e  t h a t  e q u i p m e n t  a nd  s t a f f  to 
o p e r a t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h o u t  
r e d u c i n g  t h e  l e v e l  o f  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  in t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e r e­
fore, t h e  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  b e n e f i t  b e c a u s e  of a r e d u c t i o n  
in t h e  c o s t  n e c e s s a r y  to p r o v i d e  a g i v e n  l e v e l  o f  f i r e  p r o­
t e c t i o n  .

B e c a u s e  t h e  e n t i r e  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
of  a p p r o v e d  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  in i n d i v i d u a l  b u i l d i n g ,  
b u i l d i n g  o w n e r s  s h o u l d  be  g i v e n  an i n c e n t i v e  to i n s t a l l  s u c h  
s y s t e m s  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u f f e r  a d d i t i o n a l  f e e s  o r  t a x e s  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  i n s t a l l e d  t h o s e  s y s t e m s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  C i t y  o f K e t c h i k a n  
s u p p o r t s  S e n a t e  B i l l  370.

If y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  C i t y ' s  p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  is sue , 
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me.

C i t y  M a n a g e r

J A V A : g w



Senator Brad Bradley 

January 25, 1980 

Page 2

However, the presence of automatic sprinkler systems in buildings 

reduces the anticipated fire flow requirements by 25 - 50% (see ISO "Guide 

to Determination of Required Fire Flow"). Therefore, if a sprinkler system 

is installed less fire hydrants are required; e.g. every three hundred (300) 

feet instead of every two hundred (200) feet.

Since Fairbanks residents pay hydrant fees by general taxation rather 

than specific proximity charges or i-d-'vidual fire service demand fees, the 

owners of lot service demand properties end up paying equivalent proportionate 

fees to owners of large demand properties.

The presence of sprinkler systems raduces the needed number of fire hydrants,

and also therefore the necessary size of wa t e r  mains can also be reduced.

The College Utilities Water System is a private utility providing water 

to an area of about 5,000 population to the west of the City limits of Fairbanks.

Their method of assessing for sprinkler fees and hydrant charges ‘s

a. $2.26 per month if located within 1,000 feet of fire hydrants,

b. Unmetered sprinkler service fees

1. $39.50/mo. for 2"

2. $84.00/mo. for 3"

3. $142.00/mo. for 4"

4. $225.00/mo. for 6"

5. $394.00/mo. for 8"

The City of North Pole has a fee schedule for sprinkler services very 

much like that of the City of Fairbanks,

If any bills are drawn up and introduced concerning any Community Fire 

Protection Incentive Programs, please forward m e  a copy. T h a n k  you.

Sincerely,

JAM:jcs

Attachments



Introduced by: City Manager 

First Reading: 12/11/78
\

ORDINANCE NO. 3749, As Amended

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND FGC CHAPTER 12. U T T> ITIES, 

SECTION 12.117, WATER UTILITY RATES AND CHARGES; 

COMPULSORY CONNECTION TO WATER SYSTEM, AND SETTING 

AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FAIRBANKS, 

ALASKA, as follows:

Section 1 . That FGC Chapter 12, Utilities, Section 12.117, 

Schedule W-l, Metered Water Service be amended as follows:

(2) Monthly Races:

Flat metered water rate per 1,000 gallons S 2.25 [~$2.OcT)

(3) Minimum monthly charge for meterec service, $ 5.70 [$5.00]
b a s e d  c n  2,500 gallons.

Section 2. That FGC Section 12.117 Schedule W - 2, Other Water 

Service be amended as follows:

(2) Monthly Flat Rates;

Single faucet of outlet ( 3 / 4 " ) .............$ 8.90 [$ 7.9o]

Full service of not more than 1 bath,

1 lavacory, 1 toilet and 4 additional _

faucets or o u t l e t s ................................ $19.80 17.60J

Additional cold w a t e r  faucets or outlets

over full service per faucet or outlet. . . $ 1.80 [$ 1.60J

(3) Minimum Monthly Charge for Above Services . $11.25 jjlQ.Qp]

f  (4) Unmetered Water Sprinkler and Fire Hose Service. W a t e r  

provided herein covers unmetered water deliveries to 

fight lires. Usage of w a t e r  for other than fire fighting 

purposes may terminate the service and/or result in 

penalties of not less than five (5) months flat rate 

charga. Water sprinkler systems or fire hose systems 

connected to metered services are not covered by this 

schedule.

(A) Monthly flat rates:

4" Service or less $40.00

G" Service $48.00

8" Service $56.00

(B) Fire Hydrant services:

$36.00

$43.00“

$50.00

Monthly hydrant service charge, per each $65.00 [$58. oo]

- 1-



Section 3 . That the effective date for such changes in rates

set out in Sections 1 and 2 shall be the first billing cycle one month

following the effective date of such ordinance making such changes.

Section 4 . That the effective date for this ordinance be

the 29th day of D e c e m b e r __________ » 1979.

WILLIAM R. WOOD, Mayor

Adopted: D e c e m b e r  27, 1978

Attest:



INTERIOR FIRE CHIEFS ASSN. OF ALASKA

Address Reply to:

Se n a t o r  B r a dley 

Pouch V 
State C a p i t a l  

Juneau, A laska

9 9 8 1 1

19 F e b r u a r y  1980

D e a r  S e n ator Bradley,

T h e  Interior Fire C h i e f ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  supports H o u s e  Bil l  MO. 6U8 with one exception.

Section 2 AS h2.0;>.38l (d). The words hydraulic sprinklers are not defined and are

too restrictive. T h a t  sentence should be changed b y  deleting the reference to "hydraulic

sprinklers" or by a d d i n g  the words "hydraulic and standard sprinklers."

/ /ic~
Ken A n d e r s o n  

President
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C L E M  T I L L I O N
HALIBUT COVE, ALASKA 

9 9603

SENATOR W H IL E  IN  JU NEAU  
POUCH V 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 
99811

M a r c h  5, 1 9 8 0

Mr. R o b e r t  S. 0«. aler  
K e n a i  S t e e l  B u i l d i n g s ,  Inc.
P.O. B o x  340 
K e n a i ,  A K  9 9 6 1 1

D e a r  Mr. O e h l e r :

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  l e t t e r  of F e b r u a r y  28 r e g a r d i n g  
S B  370.

A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  b i l l  is in the  S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  
R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  c h a i r e d  by  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i .  
I w i l l  f o r w a r d  y o u r  l e t t e r  of s u p p o r t  o n  t o  h e r  C o m m i t t e e .  
A n y  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  s e n t  to h e r  in c a r e  of 
P o u c h  V, J u n e a u ,  A K  99811.

T h e  b i l l  s o u n d s  l i k e  a g o o d  o n e  a n d  I w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  
c o n s i d e r  g i v i n g  it m y  s u p p o r t .

T h a n k  } 'm ag ai n.

S i n c e r e l y

C l e m  T i l l i o n  
S t a t e  S e n a t e

C V T / d j



«

S t r a n  /
The other way to build ^

AU TH O R IZED  BUILDER I

I n s .  3 - 3

'Kenai Steel SuilcUn$4., *)h c .

P. 0 . Box 340 - Kenai. Alaska 99611 • (907) 283-7810

Februa r. • 28, 1 9 8 0

S e n a t o r  C l e m  V. T i l l i o n  
P r e s i d e n t
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  T i l l i o n :

H o p e f u l l y ,  S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 370 w i l l  b e  c o m i n g  o u t  of 
C o m m i t t e e  a n d  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  for a c t i o n  i n t h e  n e a r  
f u tu re .

I d o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  an d  b e l i e v e  it  w i l l  o f f e r  
t h e  b u s i n e s s m a n  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  an d  i n i t i a t i v e  n e e d e d  to 
i n s t a l l  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  in h i s  p r o p e r t y .  T h i s  
b i l l  o f f e r s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o n t r o l  t h e  e s c a l a t i n g  
c o s t s  o f  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s e r v i c e  as w e l l  as i m p r o v i n g  
t h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  f i r e  p itection.

Y o u r  s u p p o r t  o n  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  be  a p p r e c i a t e d .

R S O / l c
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Bouse of Representatives

Committee on 
Community &  Regional Affairs

7 Ao-*^

Pouch V 
S ta te  Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811
j'\ -

P r o p o s e d  CS for HB 648 r e l ating to fire 
p r o t e c t i o n  w o u l d  include.a definition of 
fire p r o t e c t i o n  equipment as follows:

• r j

p .  2 line 13
(c) In (b) of this section, "fire protection 
eq u ipment" means fire p r o t e c t i o n  or fire alarm 
systems as defined in the current edition 
of N a t i o n a l  Fire Codes p u b lished by the National 
Fire P r o t e c t i o n  Association.

A p p r o p r i a t e  r e f e r e n c e  to t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  w i l l  
b e  m a d e  as n e e d e d  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  bi ll.



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H u g h  Plalone F e b r u a r y  2 7 , 1 ^ 8 0
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c n  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 3 1 1  
A T TN : P a u l  Q u e s n a l

D e a r  P a u l

I h a v e  i n c l o s e d  a w r i t t e n  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  
s y s t e m s , I h a v e  a l s o  i n c l o s e d  a c o p y  o f  a l e t t e r  I” r e c i e v e d  
f r o m  t h e  G r e a t e r  J u n e a u  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  s u o o o r t i n g  
H o u s e  B i l l  H o . 6 4 8

I c o n t a c t e d  R o n  K e n d r i e ,  t h e  S t a t e  ^ i r e  '"arshal, and r e a d  
to h i m  t h e  l e t t e r  d e s c r i b i n g  fir e o r o t e c t i o n  s v s t e m s ,  he 
a p p r o v e d  of  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  on fire  p r o t e c t i o n  s v s t e m s .

T h e  p r o g r a m  p a c k a g e  m a t e r i a l  wa s  sen t t o  the  p r i n t e r s  on 
T u e s d a y ,  a n d  we  h o p e  t o  h a v e  it b a c k  b v th i s F r i d a y ,  as 
s o o n  as w e  p e r  it in o u r  h a n d s  we w i l l  be s e n d i n g  t h i s  
m a t e r i a l  to y o u r  o f f i c e .

It s o u n d s  l i k e  t h i n g s  ar e  pr-oceedinr? s m o o t h l y  in r e s n e c t  
to t h i s  b i l l ,  k e e n  u p  the go od  w o r k ’ an d  k e e p  r e p o s t e d  
on p r o g r e s s .

B o b  S h i r n b e r g  /

PS. W i l l  v ou  se e  t h a t  H a r c i e  ge t s a c o p y  o f  t hi s?



D E F I N I T I O N S  OF F I R E  PROTECTI ON SYSTEMS

F i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  f i r e  a l a r m  s y s t e m s  a r e  t h o s e  s y s t e m s  a s  
d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F i r e  C o d e s , c u r r e n t  e d i t i o n ,  p u b l i s h e d  
b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n .

T h e s e  s y s t e m s  i n c l u d e ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
F o a m  E x t i n g u i s h i n g  s y s t e m s ,  H i g h  E x p a n s i o n  F o a m  s y s t e m s ,  C a r b o n  
D i o x i d e  s y s t e m s ,  H a l o n  1 3 0 1  s y s t e m s ,  H a l o n  1 2 1 1  s y s t e m s ,  D r y  
C h e m i c a l  s y s t e m s ,  W a t e r  S p r a y  F i x e d  s y s t e m s ,  F o a m / W a t e r  S p r i n k l e r  
a n d  S p r a y  s y s t e m s ,  S t a n d p i p e  a n d  H o s e  s y s t e m s ,  H y d r a u l i c  
S p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s ,  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  p u m p s ^  t a n k s  a s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  
t h e  f o r e g o i n g  s y s t e m s .

F i r e  A l a r m  s y s t e m s  i n c l u d e ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o :  C e n t r a l
S t a t i o n  s i g n a l i n g  s y s t e m s ,  L o c a l  P r o t e c t i v e  s i g n a l i n g  s y s t e m s ,  
A u x i l i a r y  s y s t e m s ,  R e m o t e  S t a t i o n  s i g n a l i n g  s y s t e m s ,  P r o p i e t a r y  
s i g n a l i n g  s y s t e m s ,  A u t o m a t i c  F i r e  D e t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s .



Strati
The other way to build

a u t h o r e d  bu ilder

0Ke*uU Steel ‘E cuIcU k ^ x, *)«c .

P. 0 . Box 340 - Kenai, Alaska 99611 - (907) 283-7810

F e b r u a r y  28, 1980

S e n a t o r  M i k e  C o l l e t t a  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  C o l l e t t a :

T h i s  is a l e t t e r  of t h a n k s  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  fo r  y o u r  w o r k  
in t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 370.

T h i s  t y p o  of l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  a s s i s t  g r e a t l y  t h e  b u s i n e s s­
m e n  of o u r  sta te , and w i l l  c r e a t e  th e  i n c e n t i v e  a n d  a s s i s­
t a n c e  n e c e s s a r y  to  p r o m o t e  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  o f  f i r e  
p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  in o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

K e e p  up  t h e  g o o d  work.

i

R S O / l c



Ja n u a ry  2 1 , 1980
‘̂ 6 1 - .ooO

L e a d e r s  
S e n a t e  H o u s e
H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l s

D e a r  Sirs:

T w o  y e a r s  ag o  o n  D e c e m b e r  13, 19 7 7 the d o r m i t o r y  f i r e  at P r o v i­
d e n c e  C o l l e g e  in P r o v i d e n c e ,  R h o d e  I sl a n d  o c c u r r e d  and  c a u s e d  
t h e  d e a t h  of t e n  gir ls . In M a y  of 1979  a n u m b e r  of us, t h e i r  
pa r e n t s ,  w e r e  ab le  to  m e e t  for th e  f i r s t  t i m e  and  c a m e  to 
u n d e r s t a n d  that w e s h o u l d  do w h a t  we  c a n  to b r i n g  a bo ut  some  
g o o d  f r o m  that t r a g i c  o c c u r r e n c e .  We  no w w r i t e  this le tte r 
t o  y o u  in the s p i r i t  of on e  k n o c k i n g  at the d o o r  of y o ur  s e n s i­
b i l i t i e s  .

W e  h a v e  the  f i r m  c o n v i c t i o n  that, if you  as a l e a d e r  in the 
a f f a i r s  of your S t a t e  w i l l  r e - e x a m i n e  t h o s e  f a c t o r s  r e l a t i n g  
to the f i r e  at P r o v i d e n c e  C o l l e g e ,  y o u  w i l l  l e a r n  the  l e s s o n s  
t h a t  s u c h  an e x a m i n a t i o n  w i l l  r e p e a l .  W e  s i m p l y  e x p e c t  and 
p r a y  th a t as a c o n s e q u e n c e  y o u  w i l l  be p e r s o n a l l y  p r o m p t e d  to 
t a k e  a c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  in i n s u r i n g  t h a t  a s i m i l a r  t r a g e d y  w i l l  
no t  o c c u r  o n  c a m p u s e s  and  in i n s t i t u t i o n s  of y o u r  g e o g r a p h i c  
ar ea. W e  d o not p r o f e s s  to k n o w  how  y o u  m a y  p r o c e e d  but 
t r u s t i n g  in H i m  a b o v e  and a c k n o w l e d g i n g  H i s  g o o d n e s s  to us 
e v e n  as t hi s b u r d e n  of loss has b e e n  laid o n  u s and g i v i n g  
w i t n e s s  to th e h a p p i n e s s  of the m a n y  a c t s  of love  w e  s h a r e d  
w i t h  o u r  d a u g h t e r s  w h i l e  they  lived, we  m a k e  b o l d  to as k ycu  
t o c o n s i d e r  the f o l l o w i n g  s t e p s  as a p o s s i b l e  c o u r s e  of action:

1. L e a d  the S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  in r e - e x a m i n i n g  and 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  laws, s t a n d a r d s ,  and  r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r­
ta i n i n g  to f i r e  and b u i l d i n g  c o d e s  and r e l a t e d  
s a f e t y  e q u i p m e n t  p r o t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  in the light
of all k n o w n  t e c h n o l o g y .

2. E s t a b l i s h  laws, funds, and a g e n c i e s  to s t u d y  the 
t e c h n o l o g y  of f i r e s  an d th e e f f e c t  of heat, flame, 
and  s m o k e  o n  b o di ly , m e n t a l ,  an d p s y c h o l o g y r a l  
f u n c t i o n s  s o  as to d e v e l o D  m e a n i n g f u l  s u r v i v a l  
t e c h n i q u e s .

3. I n s t i t u t e  a n e t w o r k  of c o o p e r a t i v e ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  
p r o g r a m s  a m o n g  s l a t e  and  l oc al  g o v e r n m e n t s , s c h o ol s,  
p r o t e c t i o n  a g e n c i e s ,  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s ,  t h e  p res s 
a n d m e d i a  a n d  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  a m o n g  the 
c i t i z e n r y  i t s e l f  w h e r e b y  f i r e  a w a r e n e s s ,  f i r e  p r e­
ca u t i o n s ,  f i r e  h a z a r d s ,  f i r e  s a f e t y  an d the like 
b e c o m e  part of e v e r y o n e ' s  e d u c a t i o n .  S p e c i a l  e f f o r t s  
to h e i g h t e n  a w a r e n e s s  s h o u l d  o c c u r  in t h o s e  m o n t h s  
and in t h o se  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of f i r e



m a y  e x is t as k n o w n  f r o m  p r o b a b i l i t y  s t u d i e s  and 
c o r r e l a t i v e  s t a t i s t i c a l  data.

■i'e p r e s e n t  our  r e q u e s t  to y o u  on  the b a s i s  that w e  f e e l  c o m p e l l e d  
to r a i s e  our v o i c e s  to s t i m u l a t e  a r e n e w e d  i n t e r e s t  and c o r r e c­
t i v e  ac t i o n .  We t h a n k  yo u for y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  and as k  yo u to 
j o i n  u s  in o u r  c o n c e r n  tha t the  d e a t h  of o u r  d a u g h t e r s  be not 
w i t h o u t  s o m e  b l e s s i n g s  fo r o t h e r  h u m a n  b e i n g s .  W e  s t a n d  r e a d y  
to a s s i s t  y o u  in any w a y  w e  can.

S i n c e r e l y  yours,

N e w  Jersey: 

R h o d e  Island: 

C o n n e c t i c u t : 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

M i c h i g a n :

Nev; YOi *c: 

C o n n e c t i c u t : 

C o n n e c t i c u t :

S I G N E D  
L o u i s  A n d r e s a k e s

_______ S I G N E D _______
O l g a  B o t e l h o

S I G N E D _______
M a r l e n e  G a r v e y

_______ S I G N E D
G e n e  L u d w i g

_______ S I G N E D _______
M a r y  R e p u c c i

_______ S I G N E D
R i t a  R y a n

_______ S I G N E D
P h y l l i s  S m i t h

_______ S I G N E D _______
C h r i s t i n e  W i d m a n

G e o r g e  A n d r e s a k e s

S I G N E D  
G i l d a  B o t e l h o

S I G N E D ________
B e r n a r d  G a r v e y

S I G N E D _________
S a m  L u d w i g

S I G N E D _________
F r a n k  R e p u c c i

S I G N E D _________
R o b e r t  R y a n

S I G N E D
R o b e r t  t m i t h  

S I G N E D
J a me s w A d m a n

T h i s  le t t e r  has b e e n  a d d r e s s e d  to th e G o v e r n o r  of e a c h  State. 

OJ i g i n a l  s i g n a t u r e s  on f i l e  c / o
1 6 5 4  B r a c k e n
B l o o m f i e l d  Hil ls,  MI 4 8 0 1 3



Letters to Sen. Sturgulewski

Mr. Russell J. Bagley, Chairman Support
South Central Fire Prevention Council

Kenai Steel Buildings, Inc.
Mr. Robert S. Oehler
P.O. Box 340
Kenai, Alaska 99611

Mr. Robert R. Sh i m b e r g
Fire Marshal
Nikiski Fire Department
P.O. Box 1167
Kenai, Alaska 99611

Mr. Brian R. Shute
At m e y  at law
Su. e 208
1026 W. 4th Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Mr. James A. Morris
Interior Fire Chiefs Assn. of Alaska
656 Seventh Avenue
Fairbaiks, Alaska 99701

Dave Frarming, Ex. Vice-President 
Greater Juneau Chamber of Coirmerce 
200 North Franklin Street 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Mr. James A. Van Altvorst 
City Manager 
City of Ketchikan 
P.O. Box 7300 
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901

Mr. Robert L. V a m a m  
Cordova Chamber of Corrmerce 
Box 99
Cordova, Alaska 99574

Mr. John Divelbiss, Director 
Department of Fire Protection Services 
City of Ketchikan 
319 Marn
Ketchil an, Alaska 99901
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C O M M U N I T Y  n i u :  P K O T K C T I O N  I N C E N T I V E  P H O C  N A M

T h i s  progroin is d e s i g n e d  to p r o v i d e  the ir.^jns and  m e t h o d s  
for the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of p r i v a t e  fire p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  

in p r i v j t e  p r o p e r t y  and to e n h a n c e  a .d s u p p o r t  the p u b l i c  
fir e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  of the comrr.u» i ti es t h r o u g h o u t  the 
s t a t e  of A l a s k a .  T h i s  is to be a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  the 
c o m b i n a t i o n  of three a p p r o a c h e s :

1. E s t a b l i s h  a loa n fund to p r o v i d e  l o a n s  to p r i v a t e  
p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  for the i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  f i r e  p r o­

t e c t i o n  s ys tem s.

2. A tax i n c e n t i v e  for p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  by r e m o v i n g  
f r o m  the p r o p e r t y  t a x  r o l l s  the a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  of 

the p r i v a t e  fire p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m .

3. C o n t r o l  the w a te r s t a n d b y  ra te  c h a r g e ,  c h a r g e d  by 
w a t e r  u t i l i t i e s  for l a rg e  d i a m e t e r  s e r v i c e  to 
s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s .  S u c h  rate c h a r g e s  s h o u l d  be 

set at a level that wi l l not d i s c o u r a g e  the i n s t a l  
l a t i o n  of s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s .



W h a t  a r e  the potialM** l o n g  t •-:-n ? i * •: fro:  Mr* Comrr.M*. ‘

F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  I n c e n t i v e  Pro.-mvm?

It in a p p a r e n t  that if su ch  a p r o g r a m  is c a r r i e d  out to the 

u l t i m a t e ,  that m o s t  of o u r  c o m m e r c i a l  :i:id b u s i n e s s  p r o p e r t i e s  
c o u l d  be p r o t e c t e d  by s p r i n k l e r  system: . if th i s w a s  the c a n e ,  
it w i l l  h a v e  a d e c i d e d  e f f e c t  or. the fire fl ow  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 
e a c h  c o m m u n i t y  by r e d u c i n g  th e flow r e q u i r e m e n t s .  T h i s  w i l l  
a f f e c t  the a p p a r a t u s  and e q u i p n e n t  r e q u i r e d ,  l o c a t i o n  an d r e ­

s p o n s e  d i s t a n c e s  of the c o m p a n i e s ,  the n u m b e r  and  l o c a t i o n  o f  
f i r e  s t a t i o n s ,  as w e l l  as the r.annir.;;, r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  the f ir e 

d e p a r t m e n t s .

T h e r e  is n o  q u e s t i o n  that the .State o f  A l a s k a  is u n d e r g o i n g  

r a t h e r  r a p i d  g r o w t h  in p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  oil  i n d u s t r y  is e x p a n ­
d i n g ,  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the o i l  i n d u s t r y  
a r e  p l a n n e d  and c o n i n g  on line. T h e  f i s h i n g  I n d u s t r y  13 e x p a n ­
d i n g  i n t o  n e w p r o d u c t s  a n d  p l a n t s .  T h i s  is b r i n g i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  in to  m a n y  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h i s  

g r o w t h  is i m p a c t i n g  the fir e p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  o f  m a n y  of  ou r  
c i t i e s  a n d  r u ra l are as.  C o m m u n i t i c s .a r e  b e i n g  fa ced  w i t h  p r o ­
v i d i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  fire p r o t e c t i o n  s e r v i c e s  and w i t h  the c o s t s  
o f  p r o v i d i n g  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s .

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  fire p r o t e c t i o n  i n c e n t i v e  p r o g r a m  ca n  o r o v i d e  an 
a l t e r n a t i v e  to the i n c r e a s i n g  c o s t s  of fire p r o t e c t i o n .  T h e  
fir e s e r v i c e  may we l l be a b l e  to h o l d  the line In. r e s p e c t  to 
i n c r e a s i n g  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the g r o w t h  of the c o m m u n i t y , *  

a n d  m a y  w e l l  be able tc r e d u c e  the c o s t s  in r e l a t i o n  to tne m i l l  
r a t e  r e q u i r e d  for fire p r o t e c t i o n .

I h a v e  e n c l o s e d  a copy  of  an a r t i c l e  by H a r r y  E. H i c k e y ,  an 
a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r  w i t h  the U n i v e r s i t y  of .Maryland, e n t i t l e d  
" B u i l t - I n  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  and F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  M a n n i n g . " T h i s  
w a s  p u b l i s h e d  in the Fi r e M a n a g e m e n t  R e v i e w ,  a p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
th e C i t y  M a n a g e m e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h i s  is ar. a r e a  o f  i n t e r e s t  
to  c i t y  m a n a g e r s ,  and w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  the f i r e  
d e p a r t m e n t s .  Th e a r t i c l e  is i d e a l i s t i c ,  bu t d o e 3  i n d i c a t e  w h a t  N 
e f f e c t  p r o v i d i n g  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s  c a n  h a v e  on the f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  

s y s t e m  o f  a c o m m u n i t y .



Fi r e P r o t e c t  Lon I n c e n t i v e  Progzv.m w 1 I ! be in the a r e a  o f  s e c u r ­

ity of  the c o m m u n i t y ' s  a s s e t s .  I lo*.k at t h e s e  a s s e t s  as the 
c o m m e r c i a l  p r o p e r t y ,  ‘.he b u s i n e s s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s ,  and 
the J o b s  c r e a t e d  by t h e s e  b u s i n e s s e s .  Th e c o m m u n i t y ' s  a s s e t s  
ar e a l l  the p r o p e r t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  o •*m:r.ur.lty, a n d  the i n c o m e  
f o r  the  c o m m u n i t y 1s p r o g r a m s  ar e  d e r i v e d  in the f o r m  o f  t a x e s  
o n  t h i s  p r o p e r t y .  W i t h  the p r o p e r t y  p r o t e c t e d  by s p r i n k l e r  
s y s t e m s ,  the c o m m u n i t y ' s  ta x b a s e  an 1 p r o g r a m s  ar® p r o t e c t e d  
f r o m  fi re.

S u c h  a s y s t e m  p r o t e c t s  the e c o n o m i e s  o f  the c o m m u n i t y  by p r o ­
v i d i n g  s e c u r i t y  for the b u s i n e s s e s  that p r o v i d e  e m p l o y m e n t  of 

t h o s e  w i t h i n  the c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  I m m e d i a t e  e ' T e c t  of  fi re  on  a 
b u s i n e s s  is o f t e n  d r a m a t i c ,  in th at  a m o u n t  of d o l l a r  loss  
a t t r i b u t e d  to the b u i l d i n g  and c o n t e n t s .  T h e  l o n g - t e r m  e f f e c t  
o f  t h l 3  fir e Is o f t e n  o v e r l o o k e d  in that the b u s i n e s s  a n d  J o b s  
l o s t ,  the f o r m e r  e m p l o y e e s  w h o  o f t e n  m u s t  l e a v e  the c o m m u n i t y  
to w o r k  e l s e w h e r e ,  and the e f f e c t  o f  the lost p a y r o l l s .  F e w  

b u s i n e s s e s  r e c o v e r  f r o m  l a r g e  fires; m o s t  o f t e n  th e fire  

d e s t r o y s  not o n l y  the b u i l d i n g  and c o n t e n t s ,  but  a l o n g  wi-.h 
th at , the J o b s  a n d  r e v e n u e  fr om  the b u s i n e s s  i t s e l f .  This: has 

the d i r e c t  e f f e c t  of r e m o v i n g  the p r o p e r t y  from, t h e  t ax  r ol l s .
We l o s e  the  ta x g e n e r a t e d  by the f o r m e r  e m p l o y e e s  o f  the  b u s i ­
ne s s .  In m a n y  c as e s ,  the l o n g - t e r m  e f f e c t  is far m o r e  c o s t l y  
o n  th e  c o m m u n i t y  th?r the d r a m a t i c  i m m e d i a t e  los s o f  the fire 
i t s e l f .  In the l o n g - t e r m ,  this  Is p r o b a b l y  the m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a P r i v a t e  F i r e  - P r o t ec ti on  
S y s t e m s  F u n d i n g  P r o g r a m .

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a n u m b e r  o f  c a n n e r i e s  in s m a l l e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  
t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d  b y fire. M o s t  o f t e n  t h e y  h a v e  not  

r e b u i l t ,  an d In so m e c a s e s  the c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e  t h i s  h a s  h a p ­
p e n e d  h a v e  c e a s e d  to be. T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a n u n b e r  o f  f i r e s  In 
c o m m e r c i a l  p r o p e r t y  In o u r  l a r g e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  th at  h a v e  d e s t r o y e d  
a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  tax  o a s e ,  a l o r g  w i t h  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  J o b s .
T h e s e  h a v e  l o n g - t e r m  e f f e c t s  on the c o m m u n i t y .

T h e  C o m m u n i t y  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  I n c e n t i v e  P r o g r a m  c a n  r e d u c e  by 
a v e r y  l a r g e  d e g r e e  the e c o n o m i c  e f f e c t s  o f  tnl s tyr® *f fi re.

F



f i wl  PitOTKCTiuN* ;>rvoL'/r:;o loan fund

The r e v o l v i n g  loan fund shou ld  ho funded a t  a l e v e l  t h a t  w i l l  
a l l o w  f o r  r a p i d  Im p l e m e n ts t i o n  and i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  
f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s .

T h i s  fend w i l l  make l o a n s  .o p r o p e r t y  owners  t h a t  d e s i r e  or 
a r e  r e q u i r e d  by the u n i fo rm  b u i l d i n g  code to i n s t a l l  p r i v a t e  
f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s .  I n t e r e s t  r a t e s  and loan terms o f  such 
l o a n s  shou ld  be e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  a l e v e l  t h a t  encourages  tn c  
p r o p e r t y  owner to i n s t a l l  such s y s t e m s .

R e q u e s t s  fo r  l o a n s  s h a l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  on a p r i o r i t y  b a s i s ,  
w i t h  those  p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  a r e  r e q u i r e d  to r e t r o - f i t  f i r e  
p r o t e c t i o n  sys tems in  e x i s t i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  hav ing the h i g h e s t  
pr i o r  i t y .

Loan p r i o r i t i e s  s h n l L  be e s t a b l i s h e d  by the S t a t e  F i r e  .Marsha l '  
O f f i c e .  The f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  sy s tem to be i n s t a l l e d  s h a l l  meet 
the s t a n d a r d s  as r e q u i r e d  by the S t a t e  F i r e  M a r s h a l ' s  O f f i c e . '

C i t i e s  and m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t h a t  have code en fo rcement  and s t a n ­
d a r d s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by b u i l d i n g  depar tment  and f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  
s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  the p r i o r i t y  s c h e d u l e  f o r  l o a n s  and 
s h a l l  r e v i e w  and approve f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  sy s tems  t h a t  meet .the  
r e q u i r e d  s t a n d a r d s .  Loan r e q u e s t s  meet ing t h e i r  a p p r o v a l ’ s h a l l  
be fo rwar ded  t ;  the S t a t e  F i r e  M a r s h a l ' s  O f f i c e  f o r  r e v i e w  and 
a p p r o v a l .

The r e v o l v i n g  loan fund s h a l l  be a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the Department  
o f  Commerce,  and loan  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  have been approved by the 
S t a t e  F i r e  M a r s h a l ' s  O f f i c e  s h a l l  be g r a n t e d .
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LOAN PK I OR I T Y

PRIOR I T Y I 1

P r o p e r t y  t h a t  w i l l  be r e q u i r e d  under the Uni form B u i l d i n g  Code 
(1976)  o r  (1979)  a s  adopted by the S t a t e  o f  ALaska  to be r e t r o ­
f i t t e d  w i t h  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s .

PR IOR ITY  I 2

E x s i s t i n g  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  i s  not r e q u i r e d  by the Un i fo rm B u i l d i n g  
Code to  be r e t r o - f i t t e d  w i t h  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s ,  but  where the  p r o ­
p e r t y  owner d e s i r e s  to i n s t a l l  a s p r i n k l e r  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m .

P R I O R I T Y 3 3

New c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  i s  not r e q u i r e d  by the Un i form B u i l d i n g  Code 
to  i n s t a l l  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s ,  but  where the p r o p e r t y  owner d e s i r e s  
to  i n s t a l l  a s p r i n k l e r  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m .  .

PR IOR ITY  14

New or  e x s i s t i n g  d w e l l i n g  u n i t s  where the p r o p e r t y  owner d ^ - i r e s  
to  i n s t a l l  a approved s p r i n k l e r  p r o t e c t i o n  sy s te m .  . •

V I I  
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TAX IilOKN’TtVF. Plif̂ IKAM

W h a t  a r e w e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  w h e n  w c  s n e a k  of a tax I n c e n t i v e  
p r o g r a m  for fire p r o t e c t i o n ?  In l o o k i n g  b a c k  o v e r  the y e a r s ,  
a n d In p a r t i c u l a r  to the fire p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  th a t are 
p r o v i d e d  by p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d  i n d u s t r y ,  
we  find that  t h r o u g h  Fi r e C o d e s ,  U n i f o r m  B u i l d i n g  C o d e s  and 

o r d i n a n c e s  w e  h a v e  I n s i s t e d  that  t h e s e  s a m e  p r o p e r t y  o..:.»rs 
p r o v i d e  p r i v a t e  fire p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s .

I n  e f f e c t ,  w h a t  we a r e  t e l l i n g  the p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  is that  we 
i n  the fire s e r v i c e  c a n n o t  p r o v i d e  or m e e t  the fire  p r o t e c t i o n  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  for t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o p e r t y ,  t h a t  w e ire*, it that t h e y  I n s t a l l  a s y s t e m  that w i l l  p r o v i d e  fo r f i r e  d e t e c t i o n  
a n d  e x t i n g u i s h m e n t ,  an d s u p p l e m e n t e d  by o u r  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  we 
c a n  t h e n  p o s s i b l y  h a n d l e  the fire p r o b l e m  In h i s  b u i l d i n g  or 

p r o p e r t y .

W h e n  the p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  p r o v i d e s  for th i s p r i v a t e  fi re  p r o -  ■ 

t e c t i o n ,  we o f t e n  o v e r l o o k  the fact t ha t  he i 3 no t o n l y  p r o­
v i d i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  for hi s p r o p e r t y ,  b u t  in e f f e c t  is p r o v i d i n g  
a p a r t  of  the o v e r a l '  fi r e p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m  of the c o m m u n i t y .  

H i s  s y s t e m  d o e s  p r o v i d e  for fire p r o t e c t i o n  to n e a r b y  prpp.erties 
In t h a t  the c h a n c e s  o f  the fire e x t e n d i n g  b e y o n d  h i s  p r o p e r t y  
1 3 p r a c t i c a l l y  i l l l m l n a t e d  t h r o u g h  his b u i l t - i n  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  

s y s t e m .

•

W i t h  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of a s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  o r  o t h e r  fi rp  • 

p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m  w i t h i n  the p r o p e r t y ,  the v a l u e  o f  the p r o p e r t y  
i n c r e a s e s .  Up to now  the I n c r e a s e d  v a l u e  o f  th e  fire  p r o t e c t i o n  
s y s t e m  ha s b e e n  a d d e d  or i n c l u d e d  in the tax  a s s e s s m e n t  b i l l  on 

th e p r o p e r t y .

I strongly feel that to r e q u i r e  a p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  to provide 
for private fire p r o t e c t i o n  s y s c e n s  on his p r o p e r t y  and t h e n  increase his tax b i l l  b e c a u s e  he ha s i n s t a l l e d  such a system 
is again s e l f - d e f e a t i n g .  V/e mu s t be a b l e  to e n c o u r a g e  the 
p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  to I n s t a l l  s u c h  s y s t e m s .  W e  w e l l  k n o w  t h a t  such 
a s y s t e m  a d d s  d i r e c t l y  to the o v e r - a l l  fi r e p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m  

o f  the CDmmunl ty .

T o  e n c o u r a g e  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of p r i v a t e  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  
In o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  the s t a t e ,  w i t h  the d i r e c t  l o n g -  
r a n g e  e f f e c t  o f  r e d u c i n g  or at l e a s t  b e i n g  a b l e  to m a i n t a i n  the 
c u r r e n t  l e v e l  o f  p u b l i c  fire p r o t e c t i o n  we  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  the  * 

f o l l o w i n g :

I n a c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  t the S t a t e  l e v e l  t h a t  w i l l  r e m o v e  f r o m  the 
t a x  r o l l s  the assess-..ent a g a i n s t  p r i v a t e  fir e p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  

T h e  n e t  e f f e c t  to the p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  w i l l  be th at  hi s  p r o p e r t y  
ta x r a t e  w i l l  ho r e d u c e d  by the v a l u e  o f  t he  p r i v a t e  fire 
p r o t e c t l o n s y s t e m .  .



Presently, the property owner that provider, private fire 
protection syst-ms for his property receives the following 
b e n e f i t s :

1. Protection for hlr. building
2. Protection for the contents
3. Protection for the occupants
*1. Protection for his business5 . A reduction in the Insurance premiums

The public receives the following benefits when i private 
property provides fire protection systems:

1. The public that enters or resides within the building 
is protected.

2. The nearby property owners are protected fro*" fire 
extending from the property In question.

3. The c o m m u n i t y '3 tax base is protected In the property 
it. The community has assurance that this business will

not be destroyed by fire.
5. The Jobs provided within this property are secure 

from fire.6 . There is a lesser demand or requirement on the community 
public fire department because this property has a built 
In fire protection system. . ’

7- The overall fire insurance rating will be enhanced by 
those properties protected by fire protection systems.

It- i 3 apparent that those pro:erty owners that install private 
fire protection systems not only receive certain benefits 
directly, but in respect to the community as a whole, thab 
through their private efforts, provide a larger degree of benefi 
to the community in general.

Up until the present time, the property owner that provided 
private fire protection systems has received no direct benefits 
or credit from the community or local government for his efforts 
The community has in general not recognized what the private 
fire protection systems mean to a community.

It is apparent that If all private property owners could o r  
world provide private fire protect*, systems, it will have a 
dramatic long-term effect on the total community ire p r o t e c­
tion system. It <111 certainly affect the costs of providing 
community fire protection in the future.



The standby water surcharge rate that Is applied in sor.c 
communities to those property owners that have or have been 
inquired to install full sprinkler protection for their 
property Is in effec t self de f-at In.* Jn respect to the fire 
protection system of the community.

It appears that the only consideration for this type of 
charge is to provide additional revenue for the utility.

This type of rate charge will result in property owners ‘"•'ting 
a second look at installations of sprinkler systems. Unless 
the property owner has a direct benefit that 13 cost effective 
he will not be interested in providing fire protection systems 
for his property.

The benefits that the property owners should receive In the 
event he provides a sprinkler system for his property would be 
a reduction in his Insurance rate, that will pay back the cost 
of the sprinkler system within a reasonable time. Another 
benefit is the protection of htr. property and business from ; 
fire. •

An additional water surcharge for sprinkler connection is c o n­
trary to the fire protection needs of the community. The 
community should rather assist and encourage the property
owner to install such systems.

• •
•

We In the fire service, and those that arc in communities that 
have placed a surcharge for sprinkler systems, have often been 
silenced and are unable to protest this sel f - d e f e a t i n g  develop 
ment of our fire protection systems. Where the a d ministration 
Is dead set against such charges and they are unable 1o speak 
out, such organizations as the State Fire Fighters Association 
can take a stand and pursue legislation at the State level 
p r o h i b i t i n g  such charges.

If we can encourage the state legislators either by law, or 
administrative actlcn by the Public Utilities Commission, to 
eliminate or reduce to a reasonable charge, the service p r o­
vided for sprinkler systems we will have a c complished much in 
pr o v i d i n g  a direction and guidance in meeting the n e e d s‘for 
fire protection In our communities.



The following examples compare cost figures 
for an Incentive Program versus today's cost.
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Property D l scrlot Ion 

shop complex.

Fire Protection Cla ss

29,560 r.q. ft. concrete b l o c’/., retail 

R u r a 1 9 S

Value of Bulltlln/.

Insurance Carried

Protected Rate

$ 7 0 2  , 0 0 0  

$700,000 

. ̂ 0 per 100
Un p r o t e c t e d  Rate 2.65 per 100 

E s t imated coat of Sprinkler System 

Asaeaed value of Sprinkler Svster.

$ t J 2  , 0 0 0  

$<12  , 0 0 0

Property Tax R a t e 5 mills

Fire Protection Loan l^ g  ? q q q  Interest 7*

Monthy Paynent $ 9 31 Ar.nual Pay.-.ent

No.of Years

$9979

Coat Unprotected P r o p ertv

Insurance 

Tax (mill rate)

$13,550

$3,500

Total i'22 ,050

Annual saving to property owner

C o s t Protected Property

Insurance

Tax

T ^ r  C r e d i t  

Loan Payment

$2,800 

* 3 . 5 0 0  

3 ?  1 0

$ 9 , 9 7 9

Total

$ 5 , 9 3 1

$ 1 6 , 0 6 9  •

S a v i n g  t o  p r o p e r t y  owner  on c o m p l l t l o n

o f  l o a n  payments  $15 ,960



.Property, .Disc r lH L1. Pil. 20,000 s ;uarc foot, woo', frame .mercantile

Fire Pro t e c t i o n  C lans c 1 ass )

Val u e  of B u i l d i n g $5 0 0 , 0 0 0
I n 3 ur«'.’.nce C a r r i ed $500,000

.143 per 100Pr o t e c t e d  Rate

U n p r o t e c t e d  Rate 1 , 7 5  ;jer ioo 

Es t i m a t e d  coat of Sprinkler System 

Aaseaed value of Sorlnkler Svsten

2 6 , 0 0 0  

2 6 , 0 0 0  .

Property Tax R a t e 16 mills

Fire Protection Loan 26,000 In t e rest 7 j
Monthy Payment Annual Pay m ent

$51^ . $6., 177

lo.of Y e a r 3

Cost Unprotected Property Cost P r o t e c ted*Property

I n s urance 33,800

Tax (mill rate) 16 9,000

Insurance

Tax

Tax Credit

a / 1 5  

S3 ,000 

-$4 16

Loan Payment 36,177

T o t a l  316,900

Annual saving to property owner

1 .  w 1 1

$ 2 , 3 2 4

314 , 1 / 7 6

S a v i n g  t o  p r o p e r t y  owner  on co r r .p l i t l on

o f  l o a n  payments  3 3 ,501



P r o p e r t y  D l a c r l n t  Ion 2 6 , 0 9 )  r . q u t r o  fo-.i, , ;;hnp o f f i c e  and
bus  s t o r a g e  gara'-fo woo I fram e con:-t r w cM on

Fire Protection Class Unprotected Class -HO

Value of Building

7Tsurance Carried

Protected Rate

1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

___________________  .40/.50 per 3100

U npr o t e c t e d  Rate 2.81 per hundred

E s t imated cost of Sprinkler System 

Assesed value of Sprinkler Svsten

Property Tax Rate 5 mills

Fire Protection I.oan 72,500 Interest

$72,500

$72,500

No.of Year:

Nonthy Payment $1,435 Annual Payment $17,226

C o 3 1 Unprotected Prop e r ty Cost Protected Property

Insurance 

Tax (mill rate)

$23,100

$ 5,000

T o t a l  > 3 3 , 1 0 0

Annual 3avlng to property owner

Insurance

Tax

Tax Credit

$ 5  , 0 0 0  

$5 , 0 0 0  

-  $ 3 6 2

Loan Payment $ 1 7 , 2 2 6

Total $ 2 5 , 8 6 4

$6,235

S a v i n g  t o  p r o p e r t y  owner  on c o m p l l t l o n

o f  l o a n  payments  $ 2 3 ,4 6 2



There are two insert articles on the effect 
of sprinkler system installations on public 
fire protection systems.



• ‘The number of coi"ti,mirr, requir-vl r*n* 1
the m a n n i n g  levels fi>t e.vh company .sr • • 
d i r e c t l y  related to t }»•• s i •!.»• i h •• r 
in a community. Any c»’ i m m i t y  has a 
range of hazards. T h m  <'fni the g e o­
graph i c a l  location and t he r.atur*' of 
these hazards are prime factors in d'-ter- 
m ini n g  the location of engine and l.vldei 
c o m p a n i e s .

PROPERTY HAZARD LEVEL REDUCT I UN
G enerally, proper ty hazard levels should be used to determine the 

number and type of fire companies required and the rr.inning Levels for each

One method of measuring property hazard levels is to determine the 
amount of water required to control and extinguish a fire in a building or 
a g r o u p  o f 'b u i I d i n g s . Required fire flow will vary according to a bu i l d­
ing's gro u n d  floor area, height, construction, occupancy, internal fire 
p r o t e c t i o n  and alarm systems (automatic sprinklers and alarm transmission 
to emergency response service), and exposure conditions.

The Guide for the Determination of Required Fire Flow, which is pub­
lished by the Insurance Services Office (ISO), can help to determine fire 
flow r e q uirements for specific hazards (there is some question on the 
v a l i d i t y  of the einal computations). It is also helpful in assessing fire 
flow requirements according to a c o m m u n i t y’s hazard variables. The guide 
states that by using those computations, fire flow requirements 'may be 
reduced by up to 50% for complete automatic sprinkler protection. ..Where 
b u i l d i n g s  are either fire resistive or non-combustible construction, the 
reduction may be up to 75%". Thus, established fire flow values can be 
cut d r a s t i c a l l y  by requiring the installation of automatic sprinkler pro­
tection.

R ega r d l e s s  of the method used to compute required fire flow,. Chere is 
gene r a l  agreement that the public protection equipment requiievticnt increat 
with the fire flow requirement. Conversely, as the property hazard is 
reduced, so is the required fire flow and thus, the level of fire departme 
r e s p o n s e .

A c o m m u n i t y  policy to control and reduce property hazard levels by 
requiring automatic sprinklers can have a significant impact on holding th 
line with fire department manning requirements. In addition to improved 
life safety and property protection, automatic sprinklers may rr-}<jce prop­
erty insurance premiums and the demand on the c o m m u n i t y’s fire suppression 
d e l i v e r y  system. This may open new service d e l ivery options, such as 
improvement of emergency medical services with existing personnel.

H Y P O T H E T I C A L  CASE STUDY

The com m u n i t y  ot N'ewtown, which covers approxi m a t e l y  12.75 square 
miles, has 5 primary hazards characterized by; o r d i n a r y  construction, 
four stories, ground floor areas from 43,OCO to 50,000 sq. ft., occuparyzie 
ot the moderate hazard level, and normal exposure conditions. It is 
a s s u m e d  that these buildings are the worst fire hazards in the community, 
and that the level of fire protection required for them will be equal ot 
better for the rest of the community.

W i t hout automatic sprinkler protect i o n .the ISO guide sets a required 
fire flow of 8,000 gallons per minute for each fire. However, using the 
water suoply section of the ISO Grading Schedule, the basic fire f l o w  [nc
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Newt o w n  is 7, 500 gallons per minute. The guide njkc:; a clear distinction 
b e t ween required fire flow and basic fire flow.

If each of the primary hazards were retrofitted with a hydraulic a u t o­
matic sprinkler system, the peak required f ;re flow for each fire demand 
zone would be reduced from 3,000 gallons p^r minute to 4,000 gallons pec 
minute. This would reduce the basic fire flow for Newtown to 3,500 gallons 

per minute.

The reduction in fire flow requirement.*; has a dramatic effect on 
m a n ning ‘‘evels. Fire suppression manning requirements were calculated on 
the following assumptions:

- a 49 hour work week
- average vacation and sick leave of 4 hours per week foe each individu
- 38 persons are required to staff a suppression position 24 hours a da
- engine and ladder companies each require one officer on dj y at all

times

The ISO Grading Schedule was used to determine the number of engine anc 
ladder companies required, based upon the response distance and the es t a b­
lished required fire flows, and the manning requirements for each company.

C o m pany and manning requirements were calculated with and without 
a u t omatic sprinklers.

Without Automatic Sprinklers With Automatic Sprink!

Stations 5 : 3 •

Eng ines 7 4 :

Ladder s 3 1 ♦

Off icers 42 15*4
Firef fghters 209 76 *

Annual personnel costs (including fringe benefits) were estimated
the basis of $24 ,000 for each officer ar.d $18 , 000 for each firefighter.

Without Automatic Sprinklers With Automatic Sprink

O f f i c e r s  $1,008,000 $ 360,000

Firefighters 3,762,000 1,368,000. .

T O T A L  4,770,000 1,728,000

The reduction in personnel costs alone is $3,042,000. This hypothetic 
case does not consider the cost factors for installing automatic sprinkler 
c o m m u n i t y  water system design, deactivation of two fire stations, or the 
potential savings on community insurance premiums.

It has been established that the property hazard level is the primary' 
factor affecting manning levels for fire companies. When tu c Vizard is 
reduced, so is the manning requirement. This is only one method of *
assessing the difference between protection from specific hazards with a
com p l e m e n t  of fire suppression personnel and increased private protection 
to lower the demand for public protection.

V I
F



THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS) MAY NOT FILM 

LEGIBLY BECAUSE OF POOR QUALITY OF THE 

ORIGINAL,



S p n t l K i e r S  IVcJtJilJIt-'i.! IJl I ' J C W - D n n m r r c p

OY R. J .  COLEM A N
lUrrtli tf ■</ t i n  fV u in  itm i 

end

C . L. C A R M IC K A E l

y in  Wurth.it
S a n  C l f w i l r ,  t ' j l t f . t  i n  fVpi.

K j i 'n l  w i th  a t r e m e n d o u s  in c r c j* c  hi 
t l x  tc k i j c i i l i a l  Hr* prolilc in  j s  i l l  p o p ­
u la t io n  doohlca  ill th« n o t  10yciir>, Sail  
C le m e n te ,  C alif . ,  ha.i pj.*.*ed nil n n l i  
o u n ce  requ ir ing  >| x i 11VK-r sy s te m s  In !>.■ 
in  . lu l led  in  rw-w rr»i<WntMl cmwUiuli .-n .  
T l x  u r J i i u i i K  ul»o a p p l ie s  tu  tlu- rc- 
m o d e l in g  u f  m om  t h a n  50 p e rc e n t  o f  » 
b u i ld in g .

T h e r e  h.i» b een  a g rea t  dea l uf I .ilk 
o v e r  th a  y u a n  a b o u t  r e s id en t ia l  fires, 
w h ich  a c c o u n t  f.rf t lw  Inrgewl n u m b  r of 
s t r u c tu r a l  fir** an d  la k e  th a  m m :  In  e», 
l iu t S a n  C le m e n te  h m  d u n e  so m eth ing  
u l*iut i h r  res identia l fire problem. T h e  
s p r in k le r  o rd in a n c e  ia al.ni a im ed  ul re*
• t r a in in g  th e  ( m l  o f  p u b l ic  fi re p ro le , '-  
l io n  w hile  i u a l im i t i n g  fire <le|>artnii'iit 
serv ices  a n d  p u l l in g  t r c h n u h y y  to  work 
for ua.

W h a t  p r o m p te d  tha p i i i o ^ c  o f  the  
r e s id e n t ia l  ip r in k le t  o r d in a n ce  wus a 
i in i i jo e  g ro w th  s i tu a t io n  fn the  r ity  nnil 
p re p a r a to r y  work by  the »Uff of the Sun 
( ‘i n n e n t a 'F i r e  D e p a r tm e n t ,

Land In L*# developed
S a n  C le m e n te  c o v ers  15 s i |u a r r  miles 

wi t h a im pu ta t ion  of '-'ri.OOdl T w o third* 
o f  th e  c i ty ,  alfciol 10 sq u a re  miles ,  is v a ­
c a n t  la n d .  T h e  th r e e  co rpo ra t io n*  
w h ic h  ow-it th is  lan d  a re  p re p a r e d  to  
folly d ev e lo p  it  w ith in  the  n e s t  10 years. 
T h e  p o p u la t io n  u f  S a n  C le m e n te  is d u e  
to  d o u b le  by  IlfcX).

T h e  f i re  d e p a r t m e n t  s ta f f  sever.il 
y e a r s  ago  realized  th a t  it faced th is  p o ­
t e n t i a l  a n d  in s t i tu t e d  a fire d ep a r tm en t  
ina.stcf Jil.itt p ro jec t .  O n e  o f  th e  elc- 
m e n u  o f  the  m as te r  p lan  was to e s j i n i i v  
a l t c r n a t iv c  inclhosls  o f  p rov id in g  fire 
p r o t r c t i n n  d u r in g  th is  p e r iod  o f  on- 
p reced i-n t i-d  g ro w th .  In i t ia l ly ,  th e  d e ­
p a r t m e n t  rece ived m os t  o f  it.s in f o r m a ­
t i o n  a n d  t r a in in g  o n  (h a  m a s te r  p la n  
p ro jec t  f rom  a t ten d in g  the  N ationa l f i r e  
A c a d e m y  fire p r o t r c t i n n  m a s te r  p i . in ­
n in g  Comae.

I lUtoric.illy, t*J (wrcent o f  the  fire !•*-.» 
in S j i i  C l n n e n l e  has o ccu r red  in single 
a n d  llltll liple residentia l budding*. T h e  
l i v e ) ,  a r  lire r c v r d  nlwi sh ow n  I l ic it  the 
la rg e s t  p e rc e n ta g e  of fires s t a r te d  in 
k i tc h e n *  a n d  living room s. T h e  result 
o f  th i s  s t a t i s t ic a l  d a ta  was th e  fo rm ula-  
tioii  o f  a m.i*lcr p lan  g,vd to  “ m i n c e  the  
|o*s of life and  pru|>erly in dwelling fire*

I * s b lo b !  , g f i le  ( * a- i l in n  ll:, -» I.- » 
Coo I rio li-ni

I .11 I 1 |  . l - o l o  *1*. !i .1

l t i ,»<,.,r» h -l-.irio,* ■ • t p l i i
p i o | i  1 1 ili vi lop,  .1 « c ei C '1* »t o f  1 

III it l o t ,  o n  * t  III) O ' S  »■* :• «l.|. lit i.sI * | . »  I

l> ter *v *t< nis. -no • '• ti i t o r , i 1 I • ,<!.
- .s . irmrc s y s t e m *  I to—e *y *.i *i-fw 
l ll ltHo I 'a l c lv  iilrj'.tlf I, d .11 p. -s-.iili 
in, ins o f  m i t ig a t in g  th e  fire pro! b-.-a 

t h e  I• e->t ol tIn-st- - v s f in .*  lb,it  w.i* 
n 0 r g f . i t ,  d  in to  I lie « ilv * • • •  11-*■ w .i* lh,,l  
nl sll lok e l lctl ' l  to t s .  A t Olrip-rln li n% I- 
so n  i l l -  d e l i - c lo f  o r if io .o n  f .  (i.lt (i-nir-i! 
niter  the  Sa i l  ( ’odi** HIM-, w.i* ii.I>i;Cci| t»« 
MiTd r i i i s  o n b i ia n t  r rri|nif«-* tin- in- 
stall .it  ion ol sinnkt- d e te c to r s  in nil new  
b o in es  iiimI in i -s ist ing bonu s whrii  tl.«-v 
are so ld  or by  I'.KI, u h i .h r v c r  ou -tc*
lifst.

M,-miters of  the  fire di -partmcnt  t. . •  V 
s o m e  o f  I heir bas ic  infor unit inn on *i »i 
■ l i -niml  sprini t i -r  ti—ts f rom t ' n p r d  
Sl . i lc.s I Icpartmi-nt  o f  (*o:nmr-*i r s tud,  
i n  M l ib the  not o f  several  l*v,d s n l n  
m a l i c  s p ri nk ler  c o m p . m i c s ,  the  d e p a r t ­
m e n t  C on du ct ed  •  series  o f  f o n t  rolled 
horn.*, e x p e r i m e n t i n g  with a wide range  
o |  hi o l s  mid i ns ta l l a t ion  i |  wrificfitini i* 
s u g g e s t e d  by the  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m -  
Merer  s tudi es ,  The -  r l e s t ,  were run in 
i ' i s i p , -ml mn w-th | .H,d Inii l i l iog ron-  
Ir i, l o t s  no d  d ev e l o p ,  rs. Interes t ,  d 
parl ies  were  a l lowed tn  wi tness  the  tc*l> 
.<0,1 m a k e  sugges t ion*  on h o *  to  incur  
poi . i l *  spr i nkl er  • v -I r i n s  i n t o  thrir  
Ciiiistriu l i o n  projeet.s

F our  sprink  le i  g o a ls

The res i i len li . i l  sp r ink ler  nrdiiian-.r  
w as di-velu |ie i l  w n h  four major goal*:

I . That it K- low  cost.
I hat it lie in-sth.it ic.illy a n  i pt iM,- 

to  In ,m eow n-rs.
:l I hat it be n-.ttied it n d i n in g  li t 

lolit  v in prov i d ’ng tire n r ,  i, es
I. I b it it s p e e d  • be  ri • po i l sc  i,| * *

I lugiiish i-tg  agent*  in a d a t i l in g  fir* 
l u t e  li'.ic.g l-e,atr.e  a p p a r e n t  right

n».,V. ’I be s t . iu  o f  the .ir! iii re*!,'., nti.il
spri*tV Itr p r o te c t io n  *u< n o t  pt -rfvet. 
• ».»t, to  rlr.tw i n  ana lo g y ,  th e  lirr d e ­
p a r t m e n t  ,-taff fr it  "that  i f  th e  W rig h t  
ib i- lhcr*  had w,iiti*| fur the C om  -rde to
I,.' in v e n te d ,  t h e y  probab ly  ne *.I t  would  
b iv c  l im it  th e  lir it nrera lt ."  T h e d a -  
ci*i,,n wa* m a d e  :<•! .'*c wh.xt in fo rm  »• 
io  n we hail  am i ini w- fuf'a irrl w ith  ih r  
d e v e l o p m e n t  ••(' a c--:npr*-h»-n-tv t  
»;•:in's', f - rdit ot, e ! ,r ,| wi ling*

I he ** m  I'Seme-ttv f i r e  Ii--p.if l.'tn-pt 
■ •p. ra j ,  * w ith  in a'.'.i, k p  sn iper that  i* 
I-I. Led l|i by  a  - i r ve  l ire f i ght er .
II.i , , l  .o l  l lo *  op -T a ' io i ia l  s ip ia t i - .u ,  ,t

i,or in te n t  to provi de  r e s .d e ' lp a l

-p ro  '■ *-r ein* wi t h th*--e • ih je c l lv t i  
at n o n  I I ne  f irs t o ln e c t i s e  was to  
i o n ' t i i -  ‘.i • ;*eri e n t  o f  ,»lt ,| welting vs’cu- 
|, o.i v fi re,  to  th e  ro*im of o r ig in .  T h e  

, i.m l w i* to  o t i l i re  the  sp r in k le r  sys- 
' m i  to  p fev .-n l (Vish-osef fro m  e i t e n d -  
ing m fo e  m lo  n u m s  a d ja c e n t  tn  th e  
r- *i-ii ■ f origin I he th i rd  olije* live wv» 
l-i (inn, :i*.e lire .opprn-stw-n c a [u h i l i ty  for 
th e  f r i t  ;.’i m in u te s  of an a la rm .

Flro d ep .ir tm <sn l  s u p p o r t

I’l l - -e  th r e e  uhjrrlivi-.s r e c o g n i tcd  
lli.il ti'ti ••• *,vsirms m u s t  Ik- sup |"<rlct|  by 
fire »oppre**inn force* if th e y  were In Via 
l ' <l  p ,T i r o l  r l f c c t i 'C .  T h e s e  th re e  nb- 
je. live* a!**, r e c o g n i r , .! . .  .t th e  re s i ­
d e n t i a l  sp r in k le r  sy s tem  was p r im a r i ly  
n t .s i l  to  m i t ig a te  ag a in s t  f ire  sp rea d  
d u r in g  the  rcf-ec t im e  jx r iu d .

T h e  d i-pnrln ient nlrenrly h ad  a part ia l 
t r a c k  record  on  th ese  sy s tem s .  D ue to  
th e  o th e r  p ro b le m s  in th e  c o m m u n i ty ,  
su ch  at l im i te d  i c i e s t ,  u n d e rg r o u n d  
•garages, e tc . ,  th e  d e p a r t m e n t  b ad  al- 
r e a d s  r e q u i r e d  sev e ra l  a p a r t m e n t  
lioii-w* a n d  c o n d o m in iu m s  tu  be sp r in -  
l U r e d  to  N K I'A  P a m p b le i  1.1-D re- 
ip i i r e m e n ls .  P r io r  In. p a ssage  o f  th e  
o rd in a n c e ,  the  fire p re v e n t io n  b u re au  
had  re q u i red  these  ly s te m s  in a p p r o t i -  
Hi iiwlv *it of th ese  occupanc ies  T h re e  
had  I wen c o m p le te d  p rio r  to*th« final 
dr a f t i ng o f  the  ord inanv* .

(*on*it!erat ion o f  thfr a l t e rn a t iv e  was 
g iven ;i t r r m c n d u u j  h o us t  w ith  th e  p a s ­
sage of p ro p o s i t io n  1.1, T h i s  ta x - l im i t ­
ing in i t ia t iv e  h ig h l ig h te d  th e  genera l  
p r o bl e m  of e ro d in g  rev, nue  to  s u p p o r t  
fire d e p a r t m e n l s .

(,'n» o f  th e  m o s t  im p o r t c n t  e lem en ts  
in th e  s tu d y  w.i* t h a t  uf c tn l .  W ith  
h o m e  c o n s t ru c t io n  costs sp ira ling  r a p ­
id ly . -me o f  th e  o b jec t ives  o f  th e  s tu d y  
w .i, tn d e v e lo p  i  sys tem  t h i t  w ould  be 
eco n om ica l ly  feasib le  du r i n g  c n m t r u c -  
1 ion. Wi t h  single fam ily  ,1,..-! h-< cun- 
• tru i Sion o n ' *  r u r ,,:* .. • r the
in s ta l ia t in n  of a t ru ly  d o m e s t i c  rexd- 
• ler .tial systv-m was a re la tive ly  in s ig ­
n if ican t  a m o u n t .  T h e  s t a f f  e s t im a te d  
i h r  n u t  tn  l-e on ly  J7C0 in  SSfO d u i i ng  
t he  constei;*tion of a ho m e  >4 a l*<it 2lt j0  
*i{U.t»a |V**t.

Ea r l y  w a r n i n g  » / ; '.*.Tt

T h e  th i r d  sy s te m  th u l  haa y e t  tu  he
re q u i re d  b y  o rd in a n c e  is th e  ear ly  
w arn ing  a la rm  system to tie P-gclher the 
o th e r  *> -terns T h e  f ire  d e p a r t m e n t
. - in —.-i . i ic j t io r .s  o ff icer .  C a p ta i n  Hill 
I t - indy . h a s  a u th o re d  an  o rd in a n c e  and  
ib-*:gn-?d *!-<•* i f i ra l ion s  for an  a la rm  

-i.cm t ha t  will allow th e  fire d e p a r t -  
•lo-ot to  m o n i to r  Imlh sm oke  d e te c to r s  
a n d  r i s id e n t i . i l  sp r in k le r  sys tem * w ith
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I  W l f v ' i m * . — r r i s  . < n n  i | n m  >i m i  —
u r d i n . i m v  v>ill M in t  In- r l u l r l i  <1.

'I Iti'f i* are  ■null)’ i i l ln ’f eh ’lh en la  it* t n« 1 
ri auli iil i .i l  sprinkler  sy s te m  I* ii;;'*1'
III l l l i l l la a  III 1111 a II r I It'll*. 'I Wo "I ill*'
m ajor  Con s t  r u c t i o n  r c ip in i ' in cn la ,  (mu  
d  i’l ,  v* ill I *c liphl ly contro lled  1 »> 11" I'll 
• I  *1  i.ir l mi- it 1.

Kir.I.  I!••• s y s t e m  mi i«l  In’ i i ial . i l l . i l
i l l ' l l . I l l i l l ^  1*1 | l f i . ( .  r l l i - a i^ l t .  ' f i l l . *1 l»;ll l
M'fil’.a Ilf llla| H'l ti.illa .till] ll'aliltg,  till' III!
il*-|i:ir I ini'll I ia i II r i .m i i i t r  e v e r y  iitat.il 
l . i t i .m  .m il  c o m p a r e  it a g a in st  (h e  «1.m
il. iti la .mi l  i n^iii i'eriit^ druwi i ies .

S e c o n d ly ,  the  ipi i l . t y  o f  r m t a l r i i i  I  m i l  |
I I  i l l  1m* C o l l i  M i l l e d  l l t r i M l ^ l t  I I  M ' l l l ' a  I I I  
| u ' i i i t i l . «  a n t l w i r i / i ' d  m i l l e r  t h e  n r i l i : i . m i ' e .  
v* t i n  I i  i l l  s u m m a r y  11 i l l  i 'm . “ N . i  m i e  a ! i . i l l
i i|a |: i l l  ;i ri'aiitrii lnit a |iriill iler s y s t e m  i l l  
S a i l  ( ‘le in cn tc  w ith o u t  .1 lire ili’|l.irtliti'ltl 
I M'rillit.** *1 Il4"*e JMrmil.a a'll II III' nil' j 
l i i in e i i  th r o u g h  th e  uflli'e u f  tin lire  
e h i i ’f. It will  lir his o b l ig a t io n .  prior in  
i s su a n c e  o f  j  iH-nnit, to  lie sa t i s f ied  t h i l l  

I th e  iip|ili .' iint h.'isii.li'ipiiiti' triiiiliin; im.l  
know led ge  in sprinkler  s y s t e m  (ilmttliiitu 
p r a c t ic e s .

O n e - y e a r  s p ri nk ler  in«(nl ler permita  
iire i s s u e d  h r u $ 10  fee  thnt  envers  the  
i i i hi i in i s l r i i l inn c o s t s  uf  the  fire depart  - 
nii' i i l .

P r e m i u m  c u t  s o u g h t

‘I’l ie  f ire p r cv e n t i . n l  Imri'iiti is s.i!;. it • 
ini’ i np u t  frmn the insurance  i inlt i ' try in 
nil a t t e m p t  tn y e t  a r e d uc t i o n  in inaur* 
.mi e  p r e m i u m s  fur o c c u p a n c i e s  th.it .ire 
p r o i e i ' l e d  h y  nil t hr e e  Imi l t - in s y s t e m .  
T h e  resul ts  uf  lh. it  s t u d y  arc incom ple te  
til t h i s  t i me.

In Mi i imi j ry ,  t he  r i i . ie lntei tt  of  t he s e  
. mt eud ine nl . s  tn  th e  U n i f o r m  K i r e t ' o d e  
s h o u l d  a l low o u r  c i t y  In mavirniye  our  
l ire s u p p r e s s i o n  fur r e s  w i t h o u t  f.i .-my 
spir i di ny eus t s  or r ed u c e d  revc ini e.  It 
i \ i l l  uni  p r e v e n t  our  dep. i r t i nr ut  l i . - m  
yrmviny in t e r m s  o f  ui idi t ion. i l  at.tft uni  
e i p i i p m e n l .  A s  it m a t t e r  o f  fact ,  the  
ni . is ter p l a n  nl sn Cidts fur t w o  new l ire 
s t a t i o n s .

It is st i l l  11 mi sjsiit tu d e t e r m i n e  if t he  
s t . m d . u d s  .uni  the  o r d i n a n c e s  pri s ln. 'e  
a  s t i i t i s t ieul ly  s ig n i f i c a n t  l eve l  o f  rcd uc  
l i o n  in t h e  l ire p r o bl e m.  T h e  l ire d e ­
p a r t m e n t  s t a f f  is c o n t i n u i n g  tn Intilil a 
p a r t n e r s h i p  u f  t h e  fire se rv i ce ,  t he  
s p r i nk l er  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  i n ­
d u s t r y ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y  n n d  t he  
local  I ' i t i /vniy tu u p grad e  the urdi i i .un i s 
i f  t h at  Irceorne* n«a'i*ssary.

H o |>efu lly ,  w h e n  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  ot 
the three vacant land areas i» cu m p le t i  a!, 
we will  ha v e  a n  e n v ir o n m e n t  that  ia 
cmiaider.ili ly  safer  from  a ftr» loaa p o m  I 
o f  via-w t h a n  th e  a v e ra g e  c o m m u m t v  
IVt* rerdly doii*t k n o w  th a t  for sure !’u 
c o m p a r e  In uur r.trlv a n a lo g y  ; ihout th e  
W rig h t  i l f i . th e r s ,  w e  ha v e  n o w  hu iit  in 
a .syalrm that i v l l y in g ,  hut w e  are re illv 
im t su re  ho w  i t ’s guing tu land ,  t »:'lv 
t im e  will  tell!  O O
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BILL ANALYSIS

ASSIGNMENT DATE 2-1-80 

U N  ASSIGNED_______________

D E P A R T M E N T SPONSOR (PRINCIPAL) BILL NO.

P u b l i c  Safety Colletta and Bradley SB 370

D E P A R T M E N T  POSITION 

Support

v .■Jfy- :• 
,

i;

V i s i o n  d i r e g t «5r / .  . /  . ^  date
4 • A i* ^ W jL l/ L  \ s£), G a a u s J L

R m a l  H A . W a n d r - i a *  ’  9—1 'X—P onald A. Hendrie 

G O V E R N O R’S OFFICE USE

□ POSITION N O T E D  

BY:

2-13-80

COMMISSIONER 

■^William R. l i ix
DATE
2/14/80

□ POSITION APk R O V E D  

DATE:

POSITION DISAPPROVED

S U M M A R Y
(1) Identical to HB 648 introduced 1/31/80

(1) R E L A T E D  Bll LS (SIMILAR O R  C G m  LICTING) (2) Department of Commerce & Economic Development

(2) O T H E R  AGENCIES A F F E C T E D  BY BILL

(2) a. ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT F OR BILL 

A l a s k a  Fire Chiefs Association 

A l a s k a  State Firefighters Association

(2) b. ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BILL 

Unknown

(3) P R O G R A M  EFFECTS OF BILL

The incentive aspects of the bill (voluntary or regulated installation of private fire 

protection systems) will favorably affect fire prevention and protection programs and 

efforts at the state and local levels.

(4) FISCAL IMPACT: □ N O N E □ FISCAL ANALYSIS ATTACHED

-----------------
1

(S) A M E N D M E N T S  PROPOSED: 

None

(6) COMMENTS:

The provisions in this bill provide the incentive and means and methods for the installatio 

of private fire protection systems in private property which will in turn enhance and 

support the public fire protection systems and capabilities of communities throughout Alask

Man y  communities are being faced w i t h  providing additional fire protection services and 

w i t h  the costs associated wi t h  providing those services. A  community fire protection 

incentive program can provide an alternative to the increasing costs of fire protection

A  long term affect of such a program would be in the area of security of a communities 

assets, e.g. private fire protection systems protect the economics of the community by 
providing security for the businesses that provide the tax base and employment of those 

■zrrtrwlthin the community. Both the direct and indirect socioeconomic impacts, from fire,

"would be reduced.



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA  
ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE

REQUEST
Bill/Resolution N o .  S. B. 370  and H. B. 648   _

FISCAL NOTE

Title An A c t  R e l a t i n g  to  F i r e  P r e v e n t io n
Requested b v L e g i s l a t i v e  F in a n c e_____________________________________ Date 2 - 6 - 8 0

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected D epartm ent o f  Community & R e g io n a l  A f f a i r s  
Program Category Affected D evelopm ent
Budget Request Unit(s) Affected ' Local Government A s s i s t a n c e

EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f  Dollars)

FY 79 FY 00 FY 81 FY 02 FY 83 FY 84
JOQ PERSONAL SERVICES
20 0  TRAV EL
300 CONTRACTUAL
4 0 0  COMMODITIES
500 EOUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700  GRANTS. CLAIMS ETC.

TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 C

FUNDING (Thousands o f  Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify)

POSITIONS

FULL TIME | 1
PART TIME 1 1
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• SENATE
Member of the Community 6 R e g i o n a l .  

Affairs Committee —  V.»--

Chairman: Arliss Sturgulewski
vies Chairman: Bob Mulcahy
Member Tim Kelly
Member Pat Rodey
Member Terry Stimaon

Distribute also to the following:

Senate Mike Colletta, sponsor Senate Bill 1370 
Senator Brad Bradley, co-sponsor Senate Bill #370 
Representative Hugh Malone, sponsor House Bill #648 
Representative Jim Duncan, co-sponsor House Bill #648

Tbia material has been prepared and submitted by the 
Alaska Fire Chief's Association and the Alaska State 
Firefighters Association

AD HOC COMMITTEE on Community Fire Protection Incentive Program

Chairman: Robert Shirnberg
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Comments of preference requirement of loan '••ffj' 
for the instaiation of fire protection ayotewsV

Our original concept was to allow preference on the following 
basis for lire eouloment loans. -

" - - w .

First preference would be for those property's that a r # ^ ’- 
exsisting, and where the instaiation of fire protection^- 
systems would be required by local o|l. state building codes.

*w».fY ’ .

Second preference would have been for exsisting property' 
ownera that disired to install fire protection systcms“on 
a voluntary basis.

Third preference to new construction riouired to install 
fire protection systems

Fourth preference to new construction where voluntary 
Instaiation of fire protection systems is desired.

With the preferencial requirement removed from the loan 
considerations, there is no need to amplify the above.,. .', 
considerations.

We feel that if the loan process problems are corrected, 
ind loan applications for the instaiation of fire protection 
systems can proceed in a timely manner, there would he no 
need for preferclal considerations,, and these loaim would 
be handled in the normal loan process.



♦ A  '■ ̂  - i r , ^

Granting a 21 property tax iflfcentive $0 tbpse property owners who 
have installed approved fire protection systems is only a snail 
recognition vf what thin improvement means to a community.

This incentive will help remove some of the reasons that a 
property owner may have that adversely affect the considerations 
to install approved fire protection systems.

We only need to look at property that is not protected b y  the fire 
protection systems to realize what"a benefit to the community it 
is to have property owners install soch systems-

It is the UNPROTECTED property that places the greatest demand on 
the public fire department and water system. Because of the fire 
flow requirements of unprotected properties, the manning level of 
fire departments is as high as it is now. It demands much more 
fite apparatus and pumping c a p a c i t y a  larger water utility, and 
required fire flow reserve capacity.’:'

The public's coat and taxes necessary to provide fire protection 
for property that is not equipped with approved fire protection 
systems is much greater. The real dollar costs of fire protection 
is measured by the number and amount of unprotected commercial 
properties within the community.

Yet ve have responded to those property owners that have installed 
approved fire protection systems by requiring that they must pay 
additional*property taxes because they have made improvements to 
their property— improvements that are far less costly to provide 
fire-protection service for. .........

i*
* ’ * • . *  . . ,  -- j

I find that we have a day and night comparisoni Those that have 
made the effort to improve their property with a direct benefit
to the community through reduced costs demanded by fire operations
and a less demanding property, on the .water utility, we have required 
to pay ADDITIONAL property taxes.

While on the other hand, those property owners that have made no 
improvements; whose property demands moro in respect to coBts of 
operations of the fire department and demands a greater reserve 
fire flow of the water utility, ARE NOT TAXED ANY ADDITIONAL AMOUNT.

We have a situation in effect, where those that do little
if any improvement to their property are rewarded, and
those that make decided improvements that reduce costs to * 
the taxpayer are punished, in effect.

I believe that property owners are sensitive to discrimination in 
such cases. There is no question as to the performance of: sprinkler 
systems, and to the role these systems can and do play in reducing * 
the costs and demands on the public fire departments, as well as
demanding less fire flow from the water utility.

. . .  ,  , - A V ; , .
• ~%ilS •

There is no question that the majority of the commercial property 
within our communities is not protected by the installation;!of such 
systems. If incentives were not needed to encourage property owners 
to install such systems, why aren't these systems the rule,* instead 
of the exception? ^5c^"



Water standby^ ^ c h a r g e s ,  aa brVcftfcrged to

;T .  • “• /  M k V A > , , W  -  v J P ^ ' S J ^ . v , "
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property owneffe.iMiijhe of the assessed a property
owner that h a j ^ m t S a i e d  a a p r r t a w t t i n g ^  a n d  argu-
m e n t s  u s e d  t o ^ S S Iiitty th i s  s p e c i a l ^ ^ t ' ^ e f c i ^ m / ' i r a  'for t h e  m o s t  p a r t

i w ^ 5 .  .    -  _
COrrGet • _

uc.-.urHOWEVER, all of "the* arguments and directed at the WRONG

property . . • ; ^ ® ^ ^ % y !,„.!>r.,,..,w^i.

It ia the property; owner and/or coma&icialj property that is riot equipped 
with a sprinkler -®yftt<m that the r a ^ a r g ^ h t s  f l t t o  a *T * V It ia 
the property, that jib'1 ROT equipped withfiprinltler system*; that places 
the greatest'demand:ipb the water utlllfcj^fbr fire operations. It is 
the property that is i»T equipped with; apt inkier systems that causes 
the community*® Jfifo flow requirement be increased. £1 i» the 
property that^i* HOT equipped with a> ^ r i h k l e r  systea that requires 
the reserve fire.flow^, ■}.

.. i - jt~  ■*’.•- •* * ’ • • V v  - 4 ■*-

where should the fire flow demand rate be assessed?

’ 1 ' ' - " i t ;  . T!&®vV . ••*■*• . v,..,*; ..
As the ;htRTanarcial property generates the.demand for the additional 
fire flow by the type of building, l a c k b f  fire protection systems, 
occupancyi, etCr .would it not be correct that the special water rates 
required for;the additional fire flow requirement® be assessed to 
those generate the additional requirement? If tbi® is the. case, 
then those properties: that are not equipped, with fire protection systems 
should be assessed the additional rates;required by the reserve or 
additional fire flow needed to c o m b a t  fire in these properties.

.. • #  ............

What has happened in reality is that, tone 1not all) water utilities 
have required additional revenue for operations, certainly common with 
today1s;economics. Because of this need, they hove centered their rate 
requests on special users, and because of-the large size of water 
service required.by a sprinkler system,.they have justlfled these 
charges based on the size of the service line to the p r o p e r t y I n  
effect, they are charging by the inch of diameter ..water service,.
Little, if any, consideration has been given to the actual water 
demanded by such systems, and in particular considering the Water 
demanded by fire operations of sprinkler-protected properties versus 
properties not protected by sprinkler systems. There is no question 
that buildings not equipped with sprinkler systems will d e m a n d m u c h  
greater fire flows, and place a much greater demand and coat..era. the 
water utility. For the most pact, these demand charges caoe.on line 
with affected property owners not being aware of such charge:until 
the first billing. Th|p water utility did not publicly announce and 
make property owners aware of these considerations. For the:'most pact 
these special unwarranted rates came about quietly. Once such
as this ia established, it is very difficult to remove or c o r r e c t , 
much the s a m e  aa taxes. —  T,,

, »•* * . .  i  »•.**.*: v  • m

These rates could be mucK better assessed to all commercial property 
owners. As a commercial water rate, then all properties wouidVpay 
the rate. Adjusted, this would allow those that make the'greatest 
demand on the water utility to pay a fair and just rate atf.-.per;Jthe 
demand generated by their property for the required fire $ t o w A s  it 
stands now, only those that place a lessor demand on the wqtetfutility 
are required t6 pay this special water rate. '

. .  l i i —CdL .



-■*••• • / • • * • ■ • . • • ' * ”  •
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is it proper for the Legislature to direct tlwr.Public 
Utilities Commission on matter® concerning■ ratja \^tting?

In the case of the excessive water utility rates" hb 
approved by the P.D.C. for demand water service 'to • 
sprinklered protected buildings; it is proper for the 
legislature to resolve and direct' the P.U.C.tb;'correct 
the unfair rates that have been approved. T ' i £ z .

^  ^  j  ̂ ' i *»* * " r' * i
The P.tUC. has allowed and approved a very inequitable 
rate to be charged by some vat^r'; utilities for’this 
service.. As this rate does not bold with the fair, and 
equitable rate policy as supposed to be administered by 
the P.O.C,, where else but to t h e l e g i s l a t u r e  can this 
problem be resolved? The P.UVC. haa r:ct re-directed its 
policy in this matter, and theyjiave let the rate stand.

• • • . •> • • „ v*.
As to the fairness of the demand water standby rates, the 
Municipality of Anchorage has requested and received 
approval from the P.U.C. to remove the demand water 
standby charges that have been charged by the municipal 
water utility for the past thtee years. It is apparent 
that the Municipality of Anchorage considers these 
charges excessive and unwarranted, and has removed them 
effective March 31, 1990.

If the. businessmen and property owners in our state 
cannot receive fair and equitable treatment from public 
state commissions, the only recourse they have is to seek 
adjustments by legislative action to resolve the problem.
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1

AVENUES OF APPROACH

PROBLEM

Alaska is No. 1 in 

fires with loss of 

life per capita and 

property dollar loss 

per capita

What can be done to 

help this situation?

SENATE BILL 3_Z0

Intent: Provide incentive, means
and methods for installation of 
sprinkler systems (both standard 
and hydraulic) in residential and 
commercial buildings (excluding all 
other fire protection systems)

Bill provides 2 mechanisms:
1) through property tax exemptions
2) through business loans A) lower 

loans & interest B) priority 
status given over all other loans

PROS
Lives & business savings will continue 
to bring in more revenues to municipal­
ities than lives & businesses lost /// 
vs municipality $ loss through:

property tax exemption revenue 
2J water reduction revenue (a-water 

flow requirements for sprinkler heads 
reduction = 1/2 and b) fire hydrants 
water reduction ctyijJa-kv s fa n ik j W D tn  

3) other revenue loss through expenses 
of firemen, policemen, cleanup, etc 
NOTE: also general public property
taxes would not have to increase.

Loan program provides more incentive

CONS "full and true value" definition 
Ts destroyed, destroys local assessors 
credibility in est. market value, and 
confuses taxpayer who refers to assessing 
records for information.

OTHER AVENUES OF APPROACH TO CONSIDER

1. Income tax credit in the amount spent 
for fire protection systems installation.

"  &  J  ^ V  • i . - r ,ri\ f t  ^
2. State reimburse the individual a check 
in the amount of a predetermined percentage 
of the system cost.

3. Instrraitce reductions

4. Water rate deductions

■if s .
V  '  /  / / ? .  4 1  ‘

INTENT - INCENTIVE

“V y , tM C J

Existing incentive: fire protection systems
reduce insusrance premium costs. Property 
owners can more than "recoup" initial cost 
of the system installation within a relatively 
few years.

Pr \ / l o .L iZ u  / / o n )
PROBLEMS^ 1) property tax increase 2) water 
standby surcharge not reduced/eliminated to 
nominal fee charge rates -- resulting where 
some owners have shut down their systems 
opting the higher insurance rates as the 
cheaper way to go.

U )L t H o t * * *  Mo^ro//rx

t v s f c a o / f

END RESULT DESIRED / MECHANISM

Give incentive .to commercial 
(and residentiafjowners to 
install and maintain fire 
protection systems; and, to 
present long term method 
whereby this installation 
will remain the cheaper .//• 
avenue to go. ( r f & s ? '  <~'c/r ?
C&e/eS a->icr’/ie . )

Fire Protection Definition???



SB 3 7 0 / / / /  T e n t a t i v e  Summary

i l l  B a c k e r s / S u p p o r t e r s  i n i t i a l l y :  A la s k a  F i r e  C h i e f s  A s s o c ,  and
Ak. S t a t e  F i r e f i g h t e r s  A s s o c .

L e g i s l a t o r s :  S e n a t o r  C o l l e t t a  & B r a d le y

I n t e n t :  p r o v i d e  i n c e n t i v e ,  m e a n ’and m eth o d s  f o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n
s y s t e m s  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  and c o n m e r c ia l  b u i l d i n g s .  T w o - f o ld  ap proach :  

th r o u g h  l o a n s  and p r o p e r t y  t a x  e x e m p t i o n s .

-  a l l o w  b u s in e s s m e n  and p r o p e r t y  o w n ers  t o  r e c e i v e  l o a n s  a t  i n t e r e r s t  r a t e s  
p r o p o s e d ,  g i v i n g  p r i o r i t y  t o  s u c h  l o a n s ,  t h e r e b y  e n c o u r a g in g  i n s t a l l a t i o n

a d d i t i o n a l  i n c e n t i v e  b y  rem o v in g  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  from  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x  
r o l e s .

l o a n  fu n d  (S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  L oans D i v i s i o n ,  E c .  D ev . & Com.) w i l l  p r o v i d e  l o a n s  
-  w i t h  i n t e n t  o f  d i r e c t  in s u r a n c e  s a v i n g s  r e c e i v e d  from  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  w i l l  

b e  c a l c u l a t e d  i n  t h e  repaym en t s c h e d u le .

- = ? t a x  i n c e n t i v e ,  remove from  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  r o b l s  th e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  o f  t h e  s y s t e m

-  e n c o u r a g in g  w a t e r  s ta n d b y  s u r c h a r g e  f o r  s p r i n k l e r  c o n n e c t i o n s  be r e d u c e d / e l i m i n a t e d  
t o  n o m in a l  f e e  c h a r g e  r a t e s  t o  p r o p e r t y  o w n ers  who h a v e  i n s t a l l e d  (Many c a s e s  t h i s  
e l i m i n a t e s  o r  e x c e e d s  any d o l l a r  s a v i n g  r e a l i z e d  from  o t h e r  r e d u c t i o n s  a s  r e s u l t
o f  i n s t a l l a t i o n  j ‘i . e . j L n s u r a n c e  r a t e s  l o w e r e d ,  e t c . )  T h i s  w i l l  " a s s i s t  p d & i t i v e l y  
s o ' t h a t  o w n ers  w i - l l  h o t '  ‘c u t ' t h e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  down an ^ 1 a c c e p t  t h e  h ig h  in s u r a n c e  
r a t e s  a s  t h e  c h e a p e r  way t o  g o ,

PROS

L i v e s  & b u i l d i n g s  s a v e d ,  w h ic h  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  more r e v e n u e  from  r e s p e c t i v e  
b u s i n e s s e s  t o  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y .

Wliat m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i l l  s a v e  w i t h  t h e  a b o v e ,  w i l l  more th a n  co m p en sa te  f o r  l o s t  
r e v e n u e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t a x  ex e m p tio n ;  i . e . ,  b u s i n e s s  g e n e r a t i n g  s a l e s  t a x  c o n t i n u e s ,  
more em ploym ent c o n t i n u e s ,  l e s s  p o l i c e m c n t ,  f i r e m e n ,  c l e a n u p ,  e f f o r t  n e e d e d . . .

I n s u r a n c e  r a t e s  a r e  h i g h e r  on b u i d l i n g s  w i t h o u t  s p r i n k l e r s  - i n c e n t i v e  t o  i n s t a l l  s y s te m  

L e s s  w a t e r  p r e s s u r e  i s  n e e d e d  -

I n s u r a n c e  d e d u c t i o n  t o  b u i l d i n g  owner w i l l  co m p e n sa te  f o r  any paym ent on  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
l o a n  f o r  s p r i n k l e r s  r e c e i v e d .

CONS M u n i c i p a l i t y  l o s s  o f  r e v e n u e  -  i n s t a n c e s  w h er e  t h e  t a x p a y e r  p a y s  f o r  h y d r a n t s  
g e n e r a l l y  from  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  b u d g e t  -  unc e r w r i t t e n  b y  s a l e s  and p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  
e q u a l l y  p r o p o r t i a t e  from  a l l  p r o p e r t y  owner: .

D e p t .  C/RA -  " f u l l  and t r u e  v a lu e "  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  d e s t r o y e d ,  d e s t r o y s  l o c a l  
a s s e s s o r s  c r e d i b i l i t y  i n  e s t .  m a rk et v a l u e ,  and c o n f u s e s  ta x p a y e r  who r e f e r s  
t o  a s s e s s i n g  r e c o r d s  f o r  i n f o r m a t io n .



y P e  b e d .  /  & . , n * 1
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C o n t a c t s  N eeded: SB 3 7 0 ,  a s  w e l l  a s  new  a l t e r n a t i v e s

Girmy C n itw ood  -

j^APUC ( Z e r b e t z  o r  C. G u e ss )
1 .  Outcome o f  P r i v a t e  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  S e r v i c e  c h a r g e  c a s e  l e v i e d  
a g a i n s t  t h o s e  b u i l d i n g s  who h a v e  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s p r i n k l e r  s y s te m s  
A t  -  -What -w as -  t h e  -  a e t u a i  - v i e l a t  i e n — 1 } -reehaee - w a t e r  -  f l e w - r e q u ir e m e n t  -

 f a r - s p r i n k l e r s — r a t e s - t e - e w R e r s - e f - s p r i n k l e r - f i r e - p r e t e e t i e H - s y s t e f f l s
 2 > - P a y i n g - p r i v a t e - f i r e - p r e t e e t i e n - s e r v i e e - f e e -1
V i o l a t i o n :  tw o f e e s  b e i n g  c h a r g e d  -  ? ) l o w e r  w a t e r  co n su m p tio n  r a t e
and P r i v a t e  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n  S e r v i c e  f e e ?  o r  m u n i c i p a l i t y  c h a r g in g  t h e  
o n e  t h a t  w as  n o t  t h e  m o s t  a d v a n ta g e o u s  t o  t h e  cu s to m er?

A s s i s t a n c e  i n  a l t e r n a t i v e  ap p ro a ch  c o n c e r n in g  w a t e r  r a t e s  f o r  c o n m e r c ia l  
and r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  who h a v e  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  i n s t a l l e d .
  /  ^

D e p t .  P u b l i c  S a f e t y /  W i l l i a m  N i x ,  C o n m is s io n e r  o r  R on a ld  H en d r ie

D e p t .  C/RA a l s o  F .N .  ,

M itc h  -  A n ch orage  m u n i c i p a l i t y  summary and a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o p o s a l s ? ? ?

B u s i n e s s  l o a n s  -  F.N. p l u s  d e p t ,  c o n c e r n s  /  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  a l t e r n a t e  p r o p o s a l s

R evenue -  Incom e t a x  c r e d i t - T eb affe
  .— f

I n s u r a n c e  D iv .  -  r a t e  r e d u c t i o n s  a s  p r e s e n t l y  e x i s t ,  e t c .  a l t e r n a t e  p r o p o s a l s ?

G len  "P at"  McKee, A n ch orage  A s s e s s o r  2 6 4 -6 5 9 6

T 6 x  — ‘/ f t . !  'V .& J  r ic ,
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G e n t l e m e n : o f ?

Re P r i v a t e  S p r i n k l e r  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n

Reply;

8-3-79

T h i s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  d e s i r o u s  o f  r e c e i v i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  
r e f e r e n c e d  m a t t e r  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  w a t e r  u t i l i t y  r a t e s  a n d  
p r o p e r t y  t a x  a s s e s s m e n t s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i f  y o u  c o u l d  a s s i s t  
u s  b y  b r i e f l y  a n s w e r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  i t  w o u l d  b e  
c p p r e c i a t e d :

Q. 1 .  D o e s  a  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  r e c e i v e  a n y  t y p e  o f
t a x  b r e a k  f o r  i n s t a l l i n g  a  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  
o r  d o e s  t h e  o w n e r  s u b s e q u e n t l y  p a y  m o r e  
p r o p e r t y  t a x  d u e  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e d  p r o p e r t y  
e v a l u a t i o n ?

A. 1. Taxes are not effected. Normally the owner will enjoy

a better premium in his Insurance rates only.

2 .  A r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  c h a r g e d  a  
d e m a n d  c h a r g e  b y  t h e  u t i l i t y  f o r  w a t e r  s e r v i c e  
a n d  i f  s o ,  w h a t  m e t h o d  i s  u s e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
t h e  c o s t s  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  s e r v i c e ?

2. Yes. A rate analysis was conducted by a consulting firm 

to determine the rate.

I s  t h e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  r e q u i r e d  
t o  p a y  a  d i r e c t  f i r e  h y d r a n t  o r  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  
t a x  b y  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y ?
No, just the minimum demand charge.
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G e n t l e m e n :

R e :  P r i v a t e  S p r i n k l e r  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n

T h i s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  d e s i r o u s  o f  r e c e i v i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  
r e f e r e n c e d  m a t t e r  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  w a t e r  u t i l i t y  r a t e s  a n d  
p r o p e r t y  t a x  a s s e s s m e n t s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i f  y o u  c o u l d  a s s i s t  
u s  b y  b r i e f l y  a n s w e r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  i t  w o u l d  b e  
a p p r e c i a t e d :

Q. 1 .  D o e s  a  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  r e c e i v e  a n y  t y p e  o f
t a x  b r e a k  f o r  i n s t a l l i n g  a  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  
o r  d o e s  t h e  o w n e r  s u b s e q u e n t l y  p a y  m o r e  
p r o p e r t y  t a x  d u e  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e d  p r o p e r t y  
e v a l u a t i o n ?

H o

Q. 2 .  A r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  c h a r g e d  a
d e m a n d  c h a r g e  b y  t h e  u t i l i t y  f o r  w a t e r  s e r v i c e  
a n d  i f  s o ,  w h a t  m e t h o d  i s  u s e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
t h e  c o s t s  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  s e r v i c e ?

■ a s ? frLs Ol . Y> U ^ r u ^ / » u u _ o  v

c>j^ it y*5T > O C )

Q. 3 .  I s  t h e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  r e q u i r e d
t o  p a y  a  d i r e c t  f i r e  h y d r a n t  o r  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  
t a x  b y  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y ?

jt b  -  r f + j .O O  t

C
«o
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J c n t le m e n :

R e :  P r i v a t e  S p r i n k l e r  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n

t h i s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  d e s i r o u s  o f  r e c e i v i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  
r e f e r e n c e d  m a t t e r  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  w a t e r  u t i l i t y  r a t e s  a n d  
p r o p e r t y  t a x  a s s e s s m e n t s .  A c c o r d i n g l y , '  i f  y o u  c o u l d  a s s i s t  
us by b r i e f l y  a n s w e r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  i t  w o u l d  b e
a p p r e c i a t e d :

Q. 1 .  D o e s  a  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  r e c e i v e  a n y  t y p e  o f
t a x  b r e a k  f o r  i n s t a l l i n g  a  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  
o r  d o e s  t h e  o w n e r  s u b s e q u e n t l y  p a y  m o r e  
p r o p e r t y  t a x  d u e  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e d  p r o p e r t y  
e v a l u a t i o n ?

No, he does not receive a tax break. The ovrer could 
pay more tax due to an increased property evaluation.

Q. 2 .  A r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  c h a r g e d  a
d e m a n d  c h a r g e  b y  t h e  u t i l i t y  f o r  w a t e r  s e r v i c e  
a n d  i f  s o ,  w h a t  m e t h o d  i s  u s e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
t h e  c o s t s  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  s e r v i c e ?

The owner must take a regular water service before 
qualifying for a special separate fire service. A monthly 
service charge is imposed based on the operation and 
maintenance cost, of the meter and service pipe.

Q. 3 .  I s  t h e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  r e q u i r e d
t o  p a y  a  d i r e c t  f i r e  h y d r a n t  o r  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  
t a x  b y  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y ?
No, he is not. The municipality makes a small contribution 
towards the calculated cost of fire protection.



I f  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  w o u l d  a l s o  x i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  a  l i s t  
o f  p r i v a t e  s p r i n k l e r  r a t e s  c u r r e n t l y  u s e d  b y  y o u r  m u n i c i p a l  
w a t e r  u t i l i t y .

IWM: g b

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

J
’ P U B L IC  U T I L I T I E S  COMMISSION

' / b i  %  C ^ _

. J e w e l l  
D e p u t y  D i r e c t o r

Se c t i on  33. T h a t  a s  of  J a n ­
u a r y  1, 1975, a l l  w a t e r  u se d  f o r  
d o m e s t i c  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  p u r ­
p o se s  s h a l l  bo s u p p l i e d  by  m e t e r  
o n l y  a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r a t e s  a n d  
c h a r g e s .

Tl t e  r a t e s  for  m e t e r e d  w a t e r  
s u p p l i e d  to p r e m i s e s  w i t h i n  t he  
C i t y  o f  S e a t t l e  In o n e  m o n t h ,  o r  
f r a c t i o n a l  p a r t  t h e r eo f ,  s h a l l  he  
in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
s c h e d u l e :

C O N S U M P T I O N  
S E R V I C E  Q U A N T I T Y

S I Z E  ALGO W E D
a; Inch 300  cu.  ft .
1 Inch 600 cu.  f t .

1 >- i nch  l'-’OO cu.  f t .
2 i nch  2000 cu.  f t .
3 i nch  3100 cu.  f t .
•I Inch 4900 cu.  ft .
6 i nch  7100 cu.  f t .
8 Inch 10000  cu.  ft .

10 i nch  14000 cu.  ft .
12 Inch  20000 cu.  f t .

E a c h  o n e  h u n d r e d  (100)  c u b i c  
f e e t  in  e x c e s s  of  t h e  q u n n t i -  
t i e s  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  
m i n i m u m  c h a r g e s  e x c e p t  a s  
h e r e i n a f t e r  p r o v i d e d . .  $ .213 

E a c h  o n e  h u n d r e d  (100)  c u b i c  
f e e t  In e x c e s s  of  t h e  f i r ' t  
t h i r t y  t h o u s a n d  (30,000) cub i c
f ee t   $ .142

E a c h  s e p a r a t e  b u i l d i n g  o r  
p r e m i s e s  in a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  
f i r s t  o r  p r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g  r  t 
p r e m i s e s  s u pp l i e d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  s a m e  s e r v i c e  c o n n e c t i o n ,  
f i ve  h u n d r e d  (H00) c u b i c  feet
n r  I ' s s .......................................$2.60

P ro v id e d ,  t h a t  t h e  t e r m s  “s e p a ­
r a t e  b u i l d i n g  o r  p r e m i s e s "  s ha l l  
n o t  a p p l y  lo  t r a i l e r  n n r h a  or  
t r a i l e r  r o u r t s ,  Which  . ' ha l l  he 
g o v e r n e d  ns  t o  w a t e r  r a t e s  by t he  
n u m b e r  a n d  s i ze s  of  s e r v i c e s  a n d  
U l m nt i t y  of  w a t e r  u se d  u n d e r  t he  
p r o v e , u s  sc h e d u l e .

W a t e r  s u p p l i e d  to  m u n i c i p a l  
d e p a r t m e n t ,  of  t h e  C i t y  of  S e ­
a t t l e ,  e a c h  o n e  h u n d r e d  (100) 
c u b i c  f e e t  In e x c e s s  o f  t h e  q u a n t i ­
t y  a l l o w e d  fo r  (ho f o r e g o i n g
m i n i m u m  c h a r g e s   $ .11'.'

T h e  r a t e s  fo r  w a t e r  s u pp l i e d  
f o r  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  p u r p o s e s  e x ­
c l u s i v e l y  s h a l l  be  d e e m e d  s e r v i c e  
c h a r g e s  a n d  s ha l l  he  f o r  a n y  o ne  
m o n t h ,  o r  f r a c t i o n a l  p a r t  t he r eo f ,  
a s  f o l l o w s :

S E R V I C E
S I Z E  O P  S E R V I C E  C H A R G E

2 Inch $ 1.85
3 Inch 2.764 I nch  3.J0
6 Inch 6.40
8 Inch 7.10

10 Inch 9.75
12 I nc h  11.70

T h e  s e r v i c e  c h a r g e s  h e r e l n -  
•nbove  s e t  f o r t h  s ha l l  he  g r a n t e d  
o n l y  d u r i n g  m  "It t i m e s  n s  t h e r e  
Is no n p p r e c i a n l e  r e g l s t r a t t n ■> by 
t h e  m e t e r  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  t h e  Ci ty  
on  s u c h  f i re  p r o t e c t i o n  se rv i ce* .

W a t e r  u se d  for  a n y  o t h e r  p u r ­
pose  t h a n  f o r  e x t i n g u i s h i n g  . I res ,  
t h r o u g h  a  f i re  p r o t e c t i o n  se rv i ce ,  
sh a l l  he  c h n r g e d  a t  a  r a t e  d o u b le  
t h e  c o m m o n  r a t e  p r o v id e d  fo r  In 
t h i s  o r d i n a n c e .

MI NI MU M 
C H A R G E  

$ 2.10 
2.80 
4.10 
6.80 
8.70 

12.00 
16.50
23.00 
31.60
44.00

D o m e s t i c  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  r a t e s  
a n d  f i r e  s e r v i c e  c h a r g e s  f o r  
i n s i d e  t h e  C i t y  l i m i t s  o f  
S e a t t l e ,  W a s h i n g t o n .  O u t s i d e  
t h e  C i t y  l i m i t s ,  r a t e s  a r e  
s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  f o r  t h e  s a m e  
s e r v i c e s .



JA Y S. HAMMOND, Covernor
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G e n t l e m e n :

R e :  P r i v a t e  S p r i n k l e r  F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n

T h i s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  d e s i r o u s  o f  r e c e i v i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  
r e f e r e n c e d  m a t t e r  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  w a t e r  u t i l i t y  r a t e s  a n d  
p r o p e r t y  t a x  a s s e s s m e n t s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i £ y o u  c o u l d  a s s i s t  
u s  b y  b r i e f l y  a n s w e r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  i t  w o u l d  b e  
a p p r e c i a t e d :

Q . 1 .  D o e s  a  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  r e c e i v e  a n y  t y p e  o f
t a x  b r e a k  f o r  i n s t a l l i n g  a  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  
o r  d o e s  t h e  o w n e r  s u b s e q u e n t l y  p a y  m o r e  
p r o p e r t y  t a x  d u e  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e d  p r o p e r t y  
e v a l u a t i o n ?

" " 7  ’ <n A — "/ i /<— Y./V

Q. 2 .  A r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  c h a r g e d  a  
d e m a n d  c h a r g e  b y  t h e  u t i l i t y  f o r  w a t e r  s e r v i c e  
a n d  i f  s o ,  w h a t  m e t h o d  i s  u s e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
t h e  c o s t s  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  s e r v i c e ?

Q. 3. Is the s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  r e q u i r e d
to p a y  a d i r e c t  fire h y d r a n t  o r  fire p r o t e c t i o n
tax by the m u n i c i p a l i t y ?



I*

WATER RATES AND REGULATIONS

I Service connection installations larger than the two-inch 
[»:e shall be charged at the actual cost o f  the complete  
f Installation.
J Delinquent penalty charge:

(Sec § 1 4 .1 6 .6 9 0 ) .............................................................. $15.00
6 Special charges:

a. Turn-on requested less than thirty 
days after turn-off requested
(See § 1 4 .1 6 .2 8 0 ) ............................................ $10 .0 0  each

b. Shut-off and turn-on requested 
for premises where customer’s 
stop and waste valve should  
have been used (See §§
14.16.220 and 1 4 .1 6 .2 5 0 )* ..........................$10 .00  each

c. Turn-on or shut-off requested  
for a time other than regular

§ 1 4 .1 6 .2 5 0 ) ...............................$30 .00  each
7. Fid* Sfervice. The rates for water supplied exclusively for

hre protection purposes shall be deemed service charges 
and shall be for any one m onth, or fractional part 
thereof, as follows:

Size o f  Service Service Charge
4 inches ..............................................................................$ 4 .00
6 inches ............................................................................  5.50
8 inches ............................................................................  7 50

10 inches ............................................................................  10.00
12 inches ............................................................................  12.00

Outside the City Limits.
Individual Meters. The consumption and minimum  
monthly charges for individual metered services outside  
the city limits shall be computed in the same manner as 
for metered customers within the city and then a 
surcharge o f  twenty-five percent o f  this amount shall be 
added to the charge so  computed to arrive at the total 
monthly water charge.

2- Master Meters.
a. The consumption charges for master meters outside  

the city limits shall be com puted in the same 
manner as for individual metered services outside

(Hverelt 2-15-78)



m e t e r .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  p r e m i s e s  f o r  w h i c h  b o t h  f i r e -  ; r o t i  o n  
a n d  o t h e r  w a t e r  s e r v i c e  f o r  s u c h  u s e s  a s  d o m e s t i c  o c m r n e r c i a x ,  
i n d u s t r i a l ,  o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p u r p o s e s  i s  s u p p l i e d ,  t h e r e  may b e  
tw o  s e r v i c e  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  m a d e  t o  t h e  p r e m i s e s ;  o n e  f o r  f i r e  
s e r v i c e  o n l y  a n d  o n e  f o r  o t h e r  w a t e r  s e r v i c e .  T h e s e  s e r v i c e  
f u n c t i o n s  may a l s o  b e  c o m b i n e d  i n  a  s i n g l e  s e r v i c e  c o n n e c t !  r. 

w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  w a t e r  d e p a r t m e n t .

I n  t h e  e v e n t  t w o  s e p a r a t e  s e r v i c e  c o n n e c t i o n s  a r e  i n s t a l l e d ,  
t h e  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m  s o  s e r v e d  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  a n  a u t o ­
m a t i c  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  o n l y ,  w i t h o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  o u t l e t s  w h i c h  
c o u l d  n o r m a l l y  b e  u s e d  f o r  o t h e r  t h a n  f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n  p u r p o s e s .  
( O r d .  1 5 6 1  ( p a r t ) ,  1 9 7 1 ) .

6 . 2 1 . 0 ^  F i r e  s e r v i c e  m o n t h l y  s e r v i c e  c h a r g e s . ( a )  T h e  
m in im u m  m o n t h l y  r a t e s  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  d e t e c ­
t o r  c h e c k  s y s t e m s  a r e  f i x e d  a s  f o l l o w s :

'•'FIRE SER V ICE OR
d S t ECTOR METER S I Z E  MONTHLY SER VICE CHARGE

2 11 $ 5.00/month
3" 5.00/month
H" 5.00/month
6" 7.50/month
6" 1 0 .00/month

10" 15 • 00/month

W a t e r  u s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r e  s e r v i c e  l i n e  f o r  f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n  
p u r p o s e s  a n d  l i m i t e d  t e s t i n g  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  w i l l  n o r m a l l y  bo  
f u r n i s h e d  w i t h o u t  a n y  c h a r g e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m o n t h l y  m in im u m  
c h a r g e  s e t  f o r t h  f o r  f i r e  s e r v i c e  m e t e r  o r  d e t e c t o r  c h e c k  m e t e r .

C o) I f  a  d e t e c t o r  c h e c k  m e t e r  p r o v e s , o r  p r o o f  o t h e r ­
w i s e  p r o v i d e d ,  l e a k a g e  o r  u n a u t h o r i z e d  u s a g e  o f  w a t e r  w h i c h  
i s  n o t  f o r  f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n  p u r p o s e s ,  t h e  c u s t o m e r  s h a l l  p a y  
f o r  a l l  w a t e r  u s e d  a t  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  m e t e r e d  r a t e .  T h e  r a t e s  
f o r  w a t e r  s o  u s e d  a r e  f i x e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  f i r s t
w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  f r o m  t n e  c i t y  w a t e r  d e p a r t m e n t  t h e  a 4 H e a l i e  
r a t e  s h a l l  b o  t h e  s a m e  a s  t h e  d o m e s t i c  r a t e  f o r  c o m p a r a b l e  s i z e  
o f  d o m e s t i c  w a t e r  m e t e r  f o r  u n a u t h o r i z e d  u s e  o v e r  o n e  h u n d r e d  
c u b i c  f e e t  p e r  m o n t h ;  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e  u n a u t h o r i s e d  u s e  a g a i n  
o c c u r s  a f t e r  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  
fr o m  t h e  w a t e r  d e p a r t m e n t  t h e  r a t e  s h a l l  b e  d o u b l e  t h e  d o m e s t i c  
r a t e  f o r  a  c o m p a r a b l e  s i z e  d o m e s t i c  w a t e r  m e t e r  f o r  s u c h  u n a u ­
t h o r i z e d  u s e  o v e r  o n e  h u n d r e d  c u b i c  f e e t  p e r  m o n t h .

( c )  R e f e r e n c e s  m a d e  b y  t i l l s  c h a p t e r  a s  t o  e x i s t i n g  m e t o r e u  
r a t e s  s h a l l  b e  t o  C h a p t e r  6 . 2 0  o f  t h e  E d m o n d s  c i t y  c o d e .  ( O r a .  
1 5 6 1  ( p a r t ) ,  1 9 7 1 ) .

6  . 2 1 . 0 5 0  V l o l a t l o n - - P e n a i t y  . I n  a d d i t  i o n  t o  a l l  c i v i l  
r i g h t s  o f  c o l l e c t i o n ,  l i e n s ,  s h u t - o f f s  a n d  o t h e r  r e m e d i e s  i v a i l -  
a b l e  t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  E d m o n d s  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  s t a t u t e  a n d  o r . i i -  
n a n c e  f o r  u n a u t h o r i z e d  u s e  a n d / o r  n o n p a y m e n t  o f  c h a r g e s ,  a n y  
p e r s o n ,  f i r m ,  c o r p o r a t i o n  o r  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g  a n y  
o f f i c e r s ,  d i r e c t o r s  a n  1 m a n a g e r s  t h e r e o f ,  w h o  v i o l a t e  a n y  p r e ­
v i s i o n  o f  t i l  i s  c h a p t e r  s h a l l  b e  g u i l t y  o f  a  m i s d e m e a n o r  a n d  s u b ­
j e c t  t o  p e n a l t i e s  a s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  S e c t i o n  5 . 1 2 . 1 7 0  o f  t h e



T h i s  s t u d y  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  
f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s  i n  APUC D o c k e t  U - 7 9 - 1 4 ,  Re  
A n c h o r a g e  W a t e r  U t i l i t y .

I n  J u l y  1 9 7 9 ,  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  S t a f f  m a i l e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  t o  
a l l  k n o w n  m u n i c i p a l  w a t e r  u t i l i t i e s  w i t h i n  A l a s k a  a n d  t o  
s e v e r a l  m u n i c i p a l  w a t e r  u t i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .  T h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s :

Q. 1 .  D o e s  a  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  r e c e i v e  a n y  t y p e  o f
t a x  b r e a k  f o r  i n s t a l l i n g  a  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  
o r  d o e s  t h e  o w n e r  s u b s e q u e n t l y  p a y  m o r e  
p r o p e r t y  t a x  d u e  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e d  p r o p e r t y  
e v a l u a t i o n ?

Q. 2 .  A r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s  c h a r g e d  a
d e m a n d  c h a r g e  b y  t h e  u t i l i t y  f o r  w a t e r  s e r v i c e
a n d  i f  s o ,  w h a t  m e t h o d  i s  u s e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
t h e  c o s t s  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h i s  s e r v i c e ?

Q. 3 .  I s  t h e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  r e q u i r e d
t o  p a y  a  d i r e c t  f i r e  h y d r a n t  o r  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n
t a x  b y  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y ?

O f a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 0  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s e n t  w i t h i n  A l a s k a ,  1 3  
r e p l i e s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  a n d  o f  9 3  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s e n t  o u t  o f  
s t a t e  4 2  r e p l i e s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d .

TABULATION OF R E PL IES

A l a s k a Q u e s t i o n  S I Q u e s t i o n  f|2 Q u e s t i o n

C o r d o v a No * No No
D i l l i n g h a m No Y e s No
H om er No No No
J u n e a u No No No
K e n a i No No No
K e t c h i k a n No Y e s No
K o d i a k No No No
Nome No No No
N o r t h  P o l e No Y e s No
P e t e r s b u r g N o Y e s No
S e w a r d No No No
S i t k a No No No
S k a g w a y No No No

T o t a l  Y e s : 0 4 0
N o : 1 3 9 1 3

I d a h o

B u r l e y No * Y e s Y e s
C o u e r  d ' A l e n e No Y e s No
M o sc o w NO No No
M c C a l l N /A N /A N /A  ( S e w e r  U t i
M o u n t a i n  Home No No No

T o t a l  Y e s : 0 2 1
N o : 4 2 3

N / A : 1 1 1

M o s t  o f  t h e  "No" a n s w e r s  o n  q u e s t i o n  # 1  a p p e a r  t o  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  
t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  " N e i t h e r s . "

A l l  o f  t h e  c i t i e s  l i s t e d  h e r e  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  c i t y  o w n e d  w a t e r  s y s t e m s .  
I n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  s u p p l i e d  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e  p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  
w a t e r  u t i l i t i e s  s u c h  a s  C e n t r a l  A l a s k a  U t i l i t i e s ,  C o l l e g e  U t i l i t i e s  
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  e t c . ,  a n d  t h e  r e g u l a t e d  M u n i c i p a l  W a t e r  U t i l i t y ,  A n c h o r a g e  
W a t e r  U t i l i t y .



O r e g o n

A s h l a n d No *
A s t o r i a No
B a k e r No
C a n y o n v i l l e No
C e n t r a l  P o i n t No
C l a c k a m a s  C o u n t y No
C o q u i l l e No
C o r v a l l i s No
C o t t a g e  G r o v e No
L o w e l l N /A
P o r t l a n d No
R e e d s p o r t No
R o s e b u r g No
S a l e m N o
S a n d y No
S t a y t o n No

Y e s  No
Y e s  No
Y e s  No
No No *
Y e s  No
N / A  N /A  ( N o t  W a t e r  U t i l i
N o No
Y e s  No
No No
No No
Y e s  No
No No
Y e s  No
No No
No No
Y e s  No

T o t a l  Y e s : 0 8 0
N o : 1 5 7 1 5
N / A : 1 1 1

W a s h i n g t o n

A n a c o r t e s N /A Y e s No
B a t t l e  G r o u n d No * No No
B l a i n e No No No
C h e n e y No No No
C l i n t o n N /A N /A N /A  (N o s p j i r

s y s t e m s )
E d m o n d s No Y e s No
E v e r e t t No Y e s No
F i r c r e s t No No No
F o r k s No No No
L o n g v i e w No Y e s Y e s
M o s e s  L a k e No No Y e s
O k a n o g a n No Y e s No
O l y m p i a N /A Y e s No
P a s c o No Y e s No
P o r t  A n g e l e s No Y e s No
P u l l m a n No No No
S e a t t l e No Y e s Y e s
T a c o m a No Y e s No
U n i o n  G ap N /A Y e s Y e s
W e n a t c h e e No Y e s No
Y a k im a No Y e s No

T o t a l  Y e s :  0 1 3  4
N o :  1 7  7 16
N / A :  4 1 1

* M o s t  o f  t h e  "No" a n s w e r s  o n  q u e s t i o n  # 1  a p p e a r  t o  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o  
t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  T h ~ r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  " N e i t h e r s " .

N o t e :  A l l  o f  t h e  c i t i e s  l i s t e d  h e r e  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  c i t y  o w n e d  w a t e r  s y s t e m s .  
I n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  p r e v i o u s l y  s u p p l i e d  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e  p r i v a t e l y  
o w n e d  w a t e r  u t i l i t i e s  s u c h  a s  C e n t r a l  A l a s k a  U t i l i t i e s ,  C o l l e g e  
U t i l i t i e s  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  e t c . ,  a n d  t h e  r e g u l a t e d  M u n i c i p a l  W a t e r  U t i l i t y ,  
A n c h o r a g e  W a t e r  U t i l i t y .
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C O M M ITTE E  REPORT 

S E N A T E

2/5/80 

Mr. President:

The Committee on

COMMUNITY & REGIONAL 
AFFAIRS

s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  p r o p e r t y  t a x  e x e m p t i o n

FURTHER: Fi n a n c e

Date:

has had SB 389

under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) 
reports it back with the following recommendations:

( ] 

[ ] 

[ )

[ / J 

[ ] 

[ ]

do pass [ ] do not pass

do pass with attached amendment?(s)

replace with CS for ____________________________

and recommends ______

] same title 
[ ] new title

AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [ ] New Fiscal Note

"eports it back without recommendation

referred to the   Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

9-
r u i > sL  — ,s?s< * . <■

e
________

S '

j  /  ■ fa.., U’JtA-
CHAIRMAN

S 60 (Rev. 12/78)
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Fcr ;;r Act e n t i t l e d : "An Act relrtinp to the senior c i t i z e n  p r o perty tax

e xemption; and providing  for cn e f f e c t i v e  date."

3r IT n^APTED  BY T'.’f LE G I S L A T U R E  OF IT!E S TA TE OF A L A S K A :

* L e cti on 1. AS r°.3 3 . 020(c)(f) is a m en ded to reed:

( O  the r«*rl pro;»crty of certain residents of toe state to the

extent and subject to the conditions of AS fb.53.C22 [PROVIDED I!1 (c) OF

’ T ~ f  r*p*^T n»* 1 i  . i .  » •> . L j  I ' m  .1 «

* Lee. 2. Ad 2r*.53 ir. cr.er.ded by a d d i m  1. r c ' j  section to read:

fee. 2 r .53.n?2. SENIOR. CITITXt: PROPERTY TAN F N E’T T I C N . (a) The

real property of a resident 65 years of are or older is exempt fror 

taxation under Lhi:: chapter. The reel p r o p e r t v e xempt fre* taxation 

ur.drr this sect ion includes

(}' the e n t ire parcel of real p rope r t y  ounce and o c c u p i e d  by 

the resident a?; a p e r m anent rlacr of residence; and

( ' . )  r . ’v r c c l  n r reel n r r oerty r <•■;! the resident which is 

adjacent to the parcel cf real o r m e r t y  nvnrd r.r.ri o c c u p i e d  by the reai- 

''o*r f.r a pert m e a t  place of re-i doner i r t'o c dic.cmt parcel nu.nl if ice 

'or the exempt ion, es d etermined by the •■'Port-ont of Co;:nuhi.ry am- 

'•o”:.o:;al Affa irs V -  rcpelatior.

(v .)  n r p .  or:(, e x e m p t i o n  «-ay b e  ' ' r a n t e d  f o r  r. ’v i r e e 1 o f  r e a l  - r o -

■ ertv :rni*r tr-.ic roctio-'. T  /■ . . . .*> or ~^r^- resident? art eliriblr for the

r : . t" ' t i o * '  to' V .  ( . »  V n a r c c  1 , t .  r : d»*cide b e t w e e n  <:r a - o n  •

i t: r e c e i v e

( r )

: : * c : * u p  j o r  .

' t 0x 0— ~"c fro-
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u n d e r  t h i s  r r c t i o r  i f  t v r  a s s e s s o r  d e t c r ~ i r e s , a f t e r  n o t i c e  n f  h e n r i n r  

t o  t h e  n c r t i e c  c o n c e r n e d ,  t h a t  t i t l e  t o  th e -  - a r c c l  h a s  b e e r ,  c o n v e y e d  t o  

c r e s i d e n t  ; :.o i f .  a n  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  t h e  e x e m p t i o n  r r l r a r i l y  f c r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  t a x  c x e n p t i r r .  T!;e d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  a s s e s s o r  

o r d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  n a y  h e  a p p e a l e d  b v* t h e  a p p l i c a n t  u n d e r  A f  A A . -  

62.360 - AA.62.57A.

(d )  A tax excnptloti ray net be granted unless a resident submits 

en application for an er.cmrtion. The application for exemption shall be 

made on a forr. prescribed by thr state assessor fcr use by crscrsore of 

beroue.hs am! cities vhic1- l e w  and collect real property taxes. A 

resident r M l l  file Mr. application hr January 15 of the year for which 

a tax exemption is requested, but the city council or borouph a n n e n b l y , 

for per. * cause dcnor.rt rated by the run. ic'cnt, ray waive the resident's 

failure to file an application by the ti'-e it ir due end direct the 

assessor r.c accent the tV'-licstion as tircly f i l e d .

( c )  An a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a  ta x .  e x e m p t i o n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  f i l e

r. s e p a r a t e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f c r  r .a c v y e a r  ir .  v 1' i c h  t ! . c  t a x  e x e m p t i o n  i r

r e e u e r t e d .

(f) If a tax crcr.pt ior. n^pl ice tier ir; r l led !»*,• January 12 and is 

a" nr eve d by the ar.ce scor, he rhal 1 rllnv a tax exemption ir: accordance 

vitv. tp'c provisionr of this recticn. If a mai.Jer-t: ''h.osi failure tc 

: lie b y  J t r u i a r "  1 ?  h a s  boon waived ; u  provided in (d) of t M r  section 

ar.d r.h.e apul lection for ta- c r o m c i o p  li. approved sy the council or 

•;r..:o: : I’ , the amount ci tar which the resident rrv ’ ve alreabv paid for 

tuc v:;rrr.rc:it veal" with respect to t’.r -eel " r o ' ^ T ” cr.c-'’tor shall be

_  - r  . q _ .« r  r  /t  h  .  k l  t .  . . .  V

(• 1 T'! ( assessor w  ; t an** tlr - require :r.r ■' ir t ‘*r for: uc

.. . ~ j-- th... r- • ■ ? r.r x~ c  <— [ cr ci-i '<



*  f f .

( I . )  7 i u  s t a t e  s h e l l  r e i m b u r s e  a  b o r o u r h  o r  c i t y ,  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  

f c r  t h e  r o e !  p r o p e r t y  t a x  r e v e n u e s  l e s t  t o  i t  b y  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

s e c t i o n .  h o w e v e r ,  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  w i l l  b e  r a d e  t c  c. b o r o u g h  o r  c i t y  f o r  

r c v e r . u s  l o s t  t o  i t  o n l y  t  r  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t^ 'o  l o s t  e x c e e d s  ar. e x e m p t  i o n  

v h l c h  w a s  o r a n t e d  L y  t h e  b o r o u g h  o r  c i t y ,  o r  w h i c h  u p o n  p r o p e r  a p p l i ­

e s  t i o r  b v  a r  i n d i v i d u a l  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  p r a t  t e r ’ b y  t i . c  b o r o u t h  o r  c i t y ,

U u b C l  r i J  a_ < *■ J  \ o  J •

( i )  E x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  ir:  ( h )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  r . o t h i n c -  i n  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  a f f e c t s  s i m i l a r  c x e n p t i o n s  f r o m  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  r r a n t c d  b v  

l a u n i c i p a l i t i c s  on. S e p t e m b e r  l r , 1 V 7 2 ,  c r  i i r e v c n . t r .  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  f r o m  

r . r a n t i n "  s i m i l a r  e x e m p t i o n s  b y  o r d i n a n c e  a s  p r o v i d e . "  i r .  Ah 2 ° .  5 ? .  f . 2 e. .

( i )  I r  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  " r e a l  p r o p e r t y ”  i n c l u d e s ,  b u t  i s  n o r  l i m i t e d  

t o ,  ’■ ' o b i l e  ’r o u e s  w h e t h e r  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  r e a l  o r  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  f o r  

m u n i c i p a l  t a : :  p u r p o s e s .

f e e .  2 .  AS 2 cj .  5 2 , 0 2 0 ( c )  -  ( i )  a r e  r e p e a l e d .

*  S e c .  4 .  T h i s .  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  J a n u a r y  1 ,  iff}.
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