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directly from the school to Juneau (above address).

5. Verification form completed by all the states where you have been 

licensed (verification forms enclosed). The license of the other 

state or territory upon which endorsement is to be based must be 

current.

TEMPORARY P E R M I T : Any member of the Physical Therapy Board may issue you

a temporary permit if you are applying for permanent registration by e x a m i­

nation or endorsement. The temporary permit allows you to practice while 

you are awaiting the next examination, or while you are completing a p p l i c a­

tion for registration by endorsement. A list of board members is attached. 

You must be graduated from a school of physical therapy approved by the 

American Physical Therapy Association in order to obtain a temporary permit. 

Foreign trained therapists are not eligible for temporary permits but may 

apply directly for permanent licensure.

The following items must be submitted to the board member before a permit 

will be issued:

1. Completed application form.

2. Official transcript from your school of physical therapy (sent 

directly from the school) or a notarized copy of you r  school 

diploma.

3. If licensure is by endorsement, a notarized copy of your current 

state license or a verification form completed by the state where 

you are licensed (verification form enclosed).

4. Non-refundable fee of $10.00.

5. An interview with a board member will be requested, but is not 

mandatory.

A temporary permit is valid for 8 months. Your application will be reviewed 

by the board and, if accepted, a permanent license will be issued. A tempo­

rary permit expires upon receipt of a failing grade on the applicant's e x a m i­

nation. An applicant failing an examination may not be granted a second 

temporary permit. A permanent license may later be issued upon subsequently 

passing the P.E.S. exam.

You will be notified within 6 months after being issued a temporary permit 

whether or not yo u r  application is complete, and reminded of your temporary 

permit expiration date.

Revised: 9/7/77



MAIL DIRECTLY TO:

STATE OF ALASKA 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

STATE PHYSICAL THERAPY BOARD 

POUCH "D"

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 

Phone: (907) 465-2547

Picture 

2" x 2"

APPLICATION FOR: (Check One)

( ) Physical Therapist
( ) Physical Therapy Assistant

( ) Temporary Permit - $10.00

BY: ( ) Endorsement - $50.00

( ) Examination - $50.00

1. NAME

2. DOB

S.S. NO.

Last First

PLACE

Middle Maiden

HEIGHT WEIGHT

City StateMo. Day Year

3. MAILING ADDRESS ___________________________________

Street or Box City

4. POUCATION (Beginning with High School):

NAME OF SCHOOL LOCATION

FROM 

FROM. 

FROM

SEX EYES HAIR

State Zip Code

DEGREE AWARDED OR 

M o . / Y r . M o . / Y r . NUMBER OF HOURS

TO

TO

TO

5. POST GRADUATE COURSE ATTENDED:

6. APPLICATION BY EXAMINATION:

1. Have you ever taken the Professional Examination for Physical Therapist or for Physical 

Therapy Assistant before? Yes ( ) No ( )

Examination d a t e ___________________Place a d m i n i s t e r e d ____________________________________________

7. PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE LAST 10 YEARS:
NAME AND ADDRESS OF EMPLOYMENT POSITION HELD DATES

I
R e v i s e d :  9 / 7 / 7 7

(Attach Separate Sheet)



EXPECTED PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT IN ALASKA

LICENSING BACKGROUND:

(a) States and countries in which you have been licensed:

   DATES _________

________________________________________________  DATES__________

________________________________________________  DATES__________

DATES

CURRENT?

CURRENT?

CURRENT?

CURRENT?

(b) Have you ever been denied a license, or had a license revoked or suspended? If yes, 

explain _______________________________________________________________________________________________

(c) State upon which endorsement is b a s e d ______________________________________________ _______

(d) License No. ________________ Date Issued    Is license current?______

(e) If endorsement is not approved by the board, do you wish to take the Professional 

Examination Service exam in order to be licensed in Alaska?

10. GENERAL INFORMATION: YES r

1. Have you ever been called before or notified by any state board or 

physical therapy society concerning a violation of the physical

therapist practice act, or unethical conduct?   ( ) ( )

2. Have you ever been denied a certificate by, or the privilege of

taking an examination before any state board? .................................  ( ) ( )

3. Have you ever been charged or convicted of a violation of a Federal

or State statute, excluding minor traffic violations? ....................... ( ) ( )

4. Have you ever been addicted to or excessively used alcohol, narcotics,

barbiturates or habit forming drugs?   ( ) ( )

5. Are you now or have you ever been emotionally or mentally ill? ........... ( ) ( )

6. Have you ever been treated for mental or emotional illness, drug

addiction or i n e b r i e t y ? ............................................................... ( ) ( )

7. Have you ever been discharged or forced to resign from any position

as a physical therapist or physical therapy assistant? ....................  ( ) ( )

8. Have you any physical handicap, chronic disease, or other disability? . . ( ) ( )

If "yes" to any of the above, please explain in full on a separate sheet. If "yes" to 

H I  above, please give employer's name and address, and date of resignation.

I hereby certify that this information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I 

understand that any false or misleading information may result in failure to obtain licensure 

or subsequent revocation of my license.

Signature of A p p l i c a n t _________________________________________________T i t l e ____________________ ___________

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN before me t h i s __________day o f _______________________ , 1 9 _ _  .

My Commission E x p i r e s ___________________________ NOTARY PUBLIC

(Seal)



Sir:

I am applying for a license to practice physical therapy in the state of 

Alaska. The State Physical Therapy Board requires that this form be c o m­

pleted by each jurisdiction in which I hold or have held licenses. Please 

complete the form and return it to:

Alaska State Physical Therapy Board 

Pouch D

Juneau, Alaska 99811

PLEASE DO NOT DETACH

State of

Name of Licensee

Graduate of

License No. issued effective

By reciprocity/endorsement by examination 

License is current lapsed

Has the applicant's license ever been suspended or revoked? 

for what reason?

. If so

Derogatory information, if any

Comments, if any

Signed _____

[BOARD SEAL] Title________

State Board 

Date ________

08-2533



I am applying for a license to practice physical therapy in the state of 

Alaska. The State Physical Therapy Board requires that this form be com­

pleted by each jurisdiction in which I hold or have held licenses. Please 

complete the form and return it to:

Alaska State Physical Therapy Board 

Pouch D

Juneau, Alaska 99811

PLEASE DO NOT DETACH
•

State of

Name of Licensee

Graduate of

License No. issued effective

By reciprocity/endorsement by examination

License is current lapsed

Has the applicant's license ever been suspended or revoked? . If so

for what reason?

Derogatory information, if any

Comments, if any

Signed

[BOARD SEAL] Title

State Board

Date

08-2533



Sir:

I am applying for a license to practice physical therapy in the state of 

Alaska. The State Physical Therapy Board requires that this form be com­

pleted and mailed to:

State of Alaska

Division of Occupational Licensing 

Pouch D

Juneau, Alaska 99811

I do certify that I was professionally associated with
(name of applicant) 

____________________________f r o m ______________________________________ , 19______ to

__________________________________ , 19 . I recommend the applicant as being

professionally capable, reliable, of good moral character, and worthy of

confidence.

PERSONAL STATEMENT:

Signature

Title

Institution

Address

Date

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN before me, a Notary Public, in and for the State of 

________________________ , this  day o f _____________  , 19______ .

NOTARY SEAL Notary Public

My Commission- expires

R e v i s e d :  9 / 7 / 7 7



A L A S K A  S T A T E  P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y  B O A R D

C. P a t r i c i a  M e  Cabe, R . P .T., C h a i r m a n  
3710 E. 2 0 t h  Ave.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4

R i c h a r d  W. A l l s o p ,  R.P.T.
211 E u r e k a
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1

D o n n a  K l o k k e v o l d ,  R . P . T . , S e c r e t a r y  
3710 E. 2 0 t h  Ave.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 4

E d w a r d  T. H e u s t o n  
S t a r  R o u t e  B o x  6014 
E a g l e  River, A l a s k a  9 9 577

J. M i c h a e l  James, M.D.
3710 E. 2 0 t h  Ave.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 504

D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  J.icensing 
D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  
P o u c h  D
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

(Phone: 9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 2 5 4 4 )
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P u r p o s e

In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the i n t e n t  of A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  24.20. 
271(1) a n d  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 5 0  ( s u nset l e g i s l a t i o n ) ,  a r e v i e w  o f  the
S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  to r e v i e w  B o a r d
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  to d e t e r m i n e  if t h e  B o a r d  has 
o p e r a t e d  in a n  e f f e c t i v e ,  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l  m a n n e r .

As r e q u i r e d  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t ent, th i s  r e p o r t  s h a l l  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  d u r i n g  the l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t  f u n c t i o n  in 
d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  s h o u l d  
be r e e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e  law c u r r e n t l y  s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  this 
B o a r d  w i l l  t e r m i n a t e  o n  J u n e  30, 1979, b u t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e
u n t i l  J u n e  30, 1980, for the p u r p o s e  of  c o n c l u d i n g  its
affairs.

S c o p e

The m a j o r  a r e a s  r e v i e w e d  w e r e  the B o a r d ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  its 
l i c e n s i n g ,  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  c o m p l a i n t  a n d  a f f i r m a­
tive a c t i o n  f u n c t i o n s .  O u r  r e v i e w  c o n s i s t e d  of a n a l y z i n g  
and e v a l u a t i n g  the f o l l o w i n g :

(1) . A p p l i c a b l e  s t a t u t e s  and B o a r d  r e g u l a t i o n s ;

(2) I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  a n d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  
s e n t  to the B o a r d  m e m b e r s ;

(3) I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ;

(4) T e s t s  o f  r e c o r d s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  of the B o a r d  a n d  
the D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  ( O L ) , 
D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

(5) I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  O L  e m p l o y e e s ;

(6) C o m p l a i n t s  f i l e d  w i t h  OL, the O m b u d s m a n ' s  O f f i c e ,  
C o n s u m e r  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y ,  the H u m a n  R i g h t s  C o m­
mi s s i o n ,  a n d  the E q u a l  E m p l o y m e n t  O p p o r t u n i t y  
Office;

(7) Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s e n t  to s t a t e  l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p i s t s  and p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  a s s i s t a n t s ;  and

(8) O t h e r  states' l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

I
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S c o p e  C o n s t r a i n t s

T h i s  r e v i e w  w a s  h a m p e r e d  by the f o l l o w i n g  c o n s t r a i n t s :

(1) T h e  B o a r d  has n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  
f i n a n c i a l  a n d  p r o g r a m  p l a n s  as r e q u i r e d  by
AS  3 7 . 0 7 . 0 5 0  n o r  has it d e v e l o p e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  
p e r f o r m a n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  its e f f e c­
t i v e n e s s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  as r e q u i r e d  by 
AS  3 7 . 0 7 . 0 9 0 .

(2) O L  h a s  n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  c o l l e c t e d ,  r e c o r d e d  or 
m a i n t a i n e d  p e r t i n e n t  f i l e s  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s  
r e l a t i n g  to the B o a r d  to e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d  e f­
f i c i e n t l y  c a r r y  o u t  its r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

(3) The P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  Bo a r d ,  at the t i m e  of 
this r e v iew, h a d  f o u r  m e m b e r s .  O n l y  o n e  m e m b e r  
w a s  r e s p o n s i v e  d u r i n g  th i s  review.

STA TE O F  ALA SK A
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N  A N D  F U N C T I O N ■

A s  of S e p t e m b e r  1, 1957, p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  (PT's) w e r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v e r n m e n t .
T h e y  w e r e  r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  b y  the T e r r i t o r i a l  M e d i c a l  
B oard, u n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  o f  C h a p t e r  74, S L A  57.

In 1974 the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  w a s  c r e a t e d  b y  
C h a p t e r  71, S L A  1974. A t  t h i s  time, p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
a s s i s t a n t s  (PTA's) w e r e  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d .  T h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a P T  a n d  a P T A  is t h t t  a f o u r - y e a r  d e g r e e  
is r e q u i r e d  for a P T  a n d  a t w o - y e a r  a s s o c i a t e  d e g r e e  is 
r e q u i r e d  for a PTA.

A S  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 1 0  s t a t e s  t h a t  the B o a r d  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  u p  o f  t h r e e  
P T s , o n e  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r ,  a n d  o n e  lay p e r s o n .  T h e  p u r p o s e  of 
the B o a r d  is to c o n t r o l  a l l  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
of  PTs a n d  P T A s  a n d  the p r a c t i c e  o f  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y .

T h e  m a j o r  d u t i e s  of the B o a r d  a r e  to p a s s  o n  t h e  q u a l i­
f i c a t i o n s  of  a p p l i c a n t s ,  c o n d u c t  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  i s s u e  t e m p o r a r y  
p e r m i t s  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  to q u a l i f i e d  P T s  and 
PTAs, s u s p e n d  o r  r e v o k e  l i c e n s e s ,  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y ,  k e e p  a 
c u r r e n t  r e g i s t e r  of l i c e n s e d  PTs and P T A s  a n d  k e e p  a r e c o r d  
of its m e e t i n g s ,  p r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  h e a r i n g s .  T h e  B o a r d  is 
a s s i s t e d  in t h e s e  d u t i e s  b y  the D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  
L i c e n s i n g  ( O L ) . O L  p r o c e s s e s  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  m a i n t a i n s  files, 
a n s w e r s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  the B o a r d  a n d  p r o v i d e s  
o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p p o r t  as n e e d e d  by  the Bo a r d .  In 
a d d i t i o n ,  O L ' s  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  U n i t  i n v e s t i g a t e s  any c o m­
p l a i n t s  m a d e  i n v o l v i n g  P T s  o r  PTAs.

Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  for l i c e n s u r e  i n c l u d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r e­
m e n t s  and a p a s s i n g  s c o r e  on an e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e  e x a m i­
na t i o n  is g i v e n  o n  a n a t i o n - w i d e  b a s i s  a n d  is p r e p a r e d  and 
g r a d e d  by a n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ( P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  
S e r v i c e ) .

If a PT or P T A  h a s  t a k e n  the e x a m i n a t i o n  in a n o t h e r  s t a t e  
and h a s  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  b y  t h a t  s t a t e  as a PT  or  PTA, th e y  m a y  
be l i c e n s e d  in A l a s k a  b y  e n d o r s e m e n t  w i t h o u t  r e t a k i n g  the 
e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  in the o t h e r  s t a t e  
m u s t  be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e q u a l  to A l a s k a ' s  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

T o  g e t  a PT o r  P T A  l i c e n s e  r e n e w e d ,  a l i c e n s e e  m u s t  s u b m i t  
an a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  a fee by  J u n e  30 e v e r y  e v e n  n u m b e r e d  
year.

P h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  is the t r e a t m e n t  of i l l n e s s  a n d  i n j u r y  b y  
p h y s i c a l  means. T h e  g o a l  of  the P T  is to h e l p  the o a t i e n t  
f u n c t i o n  n o r m a l l y  v i a  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  the PT  m a y

STA TE O F A LA SK A D IV IS IO N  O F L E G IS L A T IV E  A U D iT
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s p e n d  t i m e  in c o n s u l t a t i o n /  r e s e a r c h /  t e a c h i n g  a n d  a d m i n i -  
s t e r i n g ,  in g e n e r a l  the P T ' s  job is to g i v e  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  
d i r e c t i o n  of  c a r e  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  a s s i g n e d  to h i m  o r  her.

A  d o c t o r  m u s t ,  b y  s t a t u t e ,  r e f e r  a p a t i e n t  to a P T  a n d  
d u r i n g  t r e a t m e n t ,  the P T  m u s t  k e e p  the d o c t o r  i n f o r m e d  o f  
the p a t i e n t ' s  p r o g r e s s  d u r i n g  the t r e a t m e n t .
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P o l i c y  I s s u e s

T h i s  r e v i e w  c o n t a i n s  p o l i c y  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  as a r e s u l t  of o u r  
e v a l u a t i o n  of  v a r i o u s  B o a r d  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e  f i n a l  p o l i c y  
d e c i s i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  are n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  
of  this r e v i e w  b u t  r e q u i r e  l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
In d e b a t i n g  t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s ,  the l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t  
c o m m i t t e e s  s h o u l d  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  f i n d i n g s  a n d  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  so t h a t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
i m p a c t  of p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  c a n  b e  e v a l u a t e d .

R e p o r t  C o n c l u sion

In o u r  o p i n i o n ,  the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  s h o u l d  
c o n t i n u e  to r e g u l a t e  and l i c e n s e  the p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  (PT) 
p r o f e s s i o n  in o r d e r  to p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c ' s  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  
a n d  w e l f a r e .

H o w e v e r ,  the P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  n e e d s  to a s s u r e  c o n t i n u e d  
c o m p e t e n c e  of l i c e n s e d  PTs. We a r e  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h a t  c o n­
t i n u i n g  educat- .» be  r e q u i r e d  for l i c e n s e  r e n e w a l  (see 
Re c o m m e n d a t i o .  No. 2).

T h e  B o a r d  is d o i n g  a g o o d  job of l i c e n s i n g  q u a l i f i e d  PTs. 
H o w e v e r ,  w e  are r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h a t  th e y  i m p r o v e  l i c e n s i n g  
p r o c e d u r e s  for the u s e  of t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s ,  in o r d e r  to 
p r e v e n t  u n q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  f r o m  o b t a i n i n g  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  
(see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 3).

W e  f ound three s t a t u t o r y  p r o b L e m s :

1) T h e  B o a r d  d o e s  not h a v e  the a u t h o r i t y  to p r o m u l­
ga t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 1).

2) Q u a l i f i e d  f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  P C s  m a y  n o t  b e  l i c e n s e d  
in this s t a t e  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 4).

3) T h e  s t a t u t e s  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  i l l egal ac t s  r e l a t i n g  
to the p r a c t i c e  of PT  d o  n o t  d e f i n e  s u c h  terms as 
" u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t "  a n d  "m o r a l  t u r p i t u d e "
(see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 5).
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R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  No. 1 t h r o u g h  No. 5 a r e  a d d r e s s e d  to the 
S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  Bo a r d .  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  6 a n d  7 are 
a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  oi O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  (OL) a n d  
s h o u l d  b e  r e a d  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  "A P e r f o r m a n c e  R e v i e w  of 
the D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  
a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  O c t o b e r  30, 1978", i s s u e d  u n d e r  
s e p a r a t e  cover.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 1

T h e  S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  to 
p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s .

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  08.84, w h i c h  is the s t a t u t e  c r e a t i n g  the 
S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d ,  d o e s  n o t  g r a n t  the B o a r d  the 
a u t h o r i t y  to p r o m u l g a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a c c o r d­
ing to the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e .  T h e  B o a r d  h a s  f o r m a l­
ize d  p o l i c i e s ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  do  n o t  h a v e  the 
effect, of law. T h e  B o a r d  f e e l s  t h a t  la c k  of  r e g u l a t i o n -  
m a k i n g  p o w e r  has b e e n  d e t r i m e n t a l  to t h e  B o a r d ' s  o p e r a t i o n s .

We r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  a s e c t i o n  be a d d e d  to the P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  
B o a r d ' s  s t a t u t e s  w h i c h  w i l l  g i v e  the B o a r d  a u t h o r i t y  to 
p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  O t h e r w i s e  the B o a r d  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  
the a u t h o r i t y  to e s t a b l i s h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  
e n f o r c e  c o m p l i a n c e  of s u c h  s t a n d a r d s .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2

T h e  S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  s h o u l d  r e q u i r e  p h y s i c a l  
th e r a p i s t s  a n d  pitys i c al t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s  to o b t a i n  c o n­
ti n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  in o r d e r  to g e t  th e i r  l i c e n s es r e n e w e d .

T o  o b t a i n  an i n i t i a l  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t ' s  l i c e n s e  in A l a s k a ,  
an a p p l i c a n t  is r e q u i r e d  to p o s s e s s  a b a c h e l o r ' s  d e g r e e  in 
p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a n d  p a s s  a n a t i o n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  R e n e w a l  
of l i c e n s e s  is r e q u i r e d  e v e r y  t w o  years. P r e s e n t l y ,  l i c e n s e e s  
d o  n o t  h a v e  to d e m o n s t r a t e  c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y  to m a i n t a i n  
t h e i r  license.

O n c e  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  is g r a n t e d  a l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e  an 
o c c u p a t i o n  t h e y  h a v e  an i m p l i e d  o b l i g a t i o n  to m a i n t a i n  t h a t  
m i n i m u m  c o m p e t e n c e .  Q u a l i t y  h e a l t h  c a r e  is d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  
c o m p e t e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  of the p r o f e s s i o n a l .  C o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  is o n e  m e a n s  by  w h i c h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  g a i n  k n o w l e d g e  
and s k i l l  so t h e y  c a n  m a i n t a i n  a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e .
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In r e s p o n s e  to o u r  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  47% of t h e  P T s  a n d  37% 
o f  the P T A s  b e l i e v e d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  r e­
qui r e d ,  a n d  70% s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a w a r e  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s  o r  s e m i n a r s  in t h e i r  a r e a s  (see A p p e n d i x  

D) .

T h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  h a v e  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  l a t i t u d e  in r e q u i r i n g  
c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  by  r e­
q u i r i n g  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n ,  an u n d u e  h a r d s h i p  m i g h t  be 
p a c e d  o n  a PT p r a c t i c i n g  in r u r a l  areas. Rathe*' t h a n  d e n y  
r e - l i c e n s u r e  a n d  r e d u c e  the h e a l t h  c a r e  in t h e s e  areas, the 
B o a r d  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  w a i v e  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  in s p e c i a l  
cases.

R e c o m m e n d a t  n No. 3

C o n t r o l s  o v e r  t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e s  s h o u l d  be  i m p r o v e d .

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  0 8 . 8 4 . 0 6 5  a l l o w s  the B o a r d  to i s s u e  n o n r e­
n e w a b l e  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  to a p p l i c a n t s  w h o  a r e  a w a i t i n g  
p e r m a n e n t  l i c e n s u r e  b y  e x a m i n a t i o n  or  e n d o r s e m e n t .  T h e  
t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  a r e  v a l i d  e i t h e r  u n t i l  the e x a m i n a t i o n  
r e s u l t s  are r e c e i v e d  o r  all the d o c u m e n t s  for l i c e n s u r e  b y  
e n d o r s e m e n t  are r e c e i v e d ,  o r  for e i g h t  m o n t h s ,  w h i c h e v e r  
o c c u r s  first.

W e  n o t e d  two p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t e m p o r a r y  pe r m i t s :

1) A n  a p p l i c a n t  m a y  r e c e i v e  a t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  by 
s u b m i t t i n g  h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s  to a B o a r d  m e m b e r .  T h e  
B o a r d  m e m b e r  m a y  t h a n  i s s u e  a t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  
w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  the r e s t  of the Board. A s  a . 
result, t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e s  c o u l d  b e  i s s u e d  to 
u n q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s .  W e  f o u n d  t h a t  t e m p o r a r y  
l i c e n s e s  w e r e  i s s u e d  to a p p l i c a n t s  b e f o r e  d o c u­
m e n t a t i o n  o f  their q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  w a s  r e c e i v e d  b y  
the B o a r d  or  l i c e n s i n g  e x a m i n e r .

2) In t e s t i n g  the i n d i v i d u a l  l i c e n s i n g  files, w e  
f o u n d  c a s e s  w h e r e  t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e s  h a d  l a p s e d ,  
b e c a u s e  o f  the e i g h t - m o n t h  l i m i t a t i o n ,  b e f o r e  
p e r m a n e n t  l i c e n s e s  w e r e  issued. T h e  P T s  w e r e  in 
v i o l a t i o n  of the s t a t u t e  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  P T s  
m u s t  be  l i c e n s e d  in o r d e r  to p r a c t i c e .

W e  r e c o m m e n d  the f o l l o w i n g  to c o m b a t  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s :  d o c u­
m e n t a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  for t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s u r e  s h o u l d  go  to the 
l i c e n s i n g  e x a m i n e r  in a l l  cases. T hen, u p o n  n o t i f i c a t i o n  by 
the l i c e n s i n g  e x a m i n e r  thc.it the a p p l i c a n t  h a s  f i l e d  all 
n e c e s s a r y  d o c u m e n t s ,  a B o a r d  m e m b e r  c a n  d e c i d e  if a t e m p o­
ra r y  l i c e n s e  s h o u l d  b e  issued.

A l s o ,  the B o a r d  s h o u l d  t a k e  all s t e p s  p o s s i b l e  to e n s u r e  
t h a t  a p p l i c a n t s  a r e  i s s u e d  t h e i r  p e r m a n e n t  l i c e n s e s  b e f o r e  
t h e i r  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  e x p ire.
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S t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s s h o u l d  be  m a d e  to a l l o w  q u a l i f i e d  f o r e i g n  - 
t r a i n e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  to p r a c t i c e  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  in 
A l a s k a .

To be  l i c e n s e d  as a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  in A l a s k a ,  an a p p l i­
ca n t  m u s t  h a v e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  a c o l l e g e  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
w h i c h  is a p p r o v e d  e i t h e r  by the A m e r i c a n  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  
A s s o c i a t i o n  or the C o u n c i l  o n  M e d i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  H o s p i t a l s  
of the A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  n e i t h e r  of 
t h e s e  two g r o u p s  a p p r o v e  f o r e i g n  s chools. A  f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  
P T  thus m a y  n o t  be l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  in 
Alaska. A n  e x c e p t i o n  to th i s  has b e e n  m a d e  in an A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l ' s  o p i n i o n  w h i c h  s t a t e s  t h a t  if f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  PTs 
h a v e  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  in a n o t h e r  state, they m a y  b e  l i c e n s e d  
in A l a s k a .  H o w e v e r ,  a.iy f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  
w h o  has n o t  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  in o t h e r  s t a t e s  is d e n i e d  l i c e n s u r e  
in A l a ska.

T w e n t y - e i g h t  o t h e r  s t a t e s  l i c e n s e  f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  PTs on 
the b a s i s  o f  e v a l u a t i o n s  d o n e  on an a p p l i c a n t s  e d u c a t i o n  by 
a C r e d e n t i a l  E v a l u a t i o n  Ser v i c e .  T h e  S e r v i c e  e v a l u a t e s  an 
a p p l i c a n t ' s  c r e d e n t i a l s  by c o m p a r i n g  t h e m  w i t h  A m e r i c a n  
s t a n d a r d s .  If t h e y  are f o u n d  to be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  equal, 
the a p p l i c a n t  m a y  b e  l i c e n s e d .  T h i s  s e r v i c e  is e n d o r s e d  
by the A m e r i c a n  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,

We r e c o m m e n d  that the s t a t u t e s  be a m e n d e d  to a l l o w  p e r s o n s ,  
w h o s e  f o r e i g n  e d u c a t i o n  is f o u n d  to b e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e q u a l  
to an A m e r i c a n ' s  by this c r e d e n t i a l i n g  S e r v i c e ,  to be 
l i c e n s e d  in A l a ska.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n No. 5

Th e  S t a t e  P h y  ;ical T h e r a p y  B o ard in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l , s h o u l d  c o m p o s e  form a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  
d e f i n e  and list, e x a m p l e s  of l i c e n sing v i o l a t i o n s .

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  0 8 . 8 4 . 1 2 0  l i s t s  v i o l a t i o n s  w h i c h  are g r o u n d s  
for d e n ial, s u s p e n s i o n  and r e v o c a t i o n  of a l icense. T h e  
list i n c l u d e s  v a g u e  terms s u c h  as "moral t u r p i t u d e "  and 
" u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n d u c t "  w h i c h  m a n y  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  
p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  not be a b l e  to u n d e r s t a n d  w i t h o u t  the a d v i c e  
of a lawyer. T h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  c l a r i f y  a n d  g i v e  e x a m p l e s  
of t h ese t e r m s .

P h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  the p u b l i c  w o u l d  be b e t t e r  i n f o r m e d  
and p r o t e c t e d  if they h a d  g u i d a n c e  as to w h a t  a c t i o n s  by a 
p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  are il l e g a l .  An e x a m p l e  of u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  
c o n d u c t  w o u l d  be the c o m m i s s i o n  of  a f r a u d u l e n t  a c t  w h i l e  
p r a c t i c i n g  p h y s i c a l  the r a p y .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 4
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R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 6

T h e  S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  s h o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  f o r m a l  
goals, o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  q u a n t i f i a b l e  m e a s u r e s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  
b e  i n c l u d e d  in the D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  (OL) 
b u d g e t  d o c u m e n t s .

O b j e c t i v e s  d e s c r i b e  w h a t  an a g e n c y  or B o a r d  is s e e k x n g  to 
a c c o m p l i s h  d u r i n g  a s p e c i f i c  y e ar. W e l l  f o r m u l a t e d  o b j e c­
tives  are c a p a b l e  o f  m e a s u r e m e n t  a n d  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  n u m e r i­
cal t a r g e t s  so t h a t  a c t u a l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  c a n  be  c o m p a r e d  
w i t h  s t a t e d  t a r g e t s .  W i t h o u t  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s ,  the 
B o a r d ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  c a n n o t  b e  a d e q u a t e l y  e v a l u a t e d  a n d  
a naly z e d .

O L  e s t a b l i s h e d  its ov/n b u d g e t  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s .  H o w e v e r ,  
t he b u d g e t  d o c u m e n t s  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  a n y  g o a l s  o r  m e a s u r e s  
for i n d i v i d u a l  b o a r d s .  W i t h o u t  the B o a r d ' s  g o a l s  a n d  
m e a s u r e s  b e i n g  i d e n t i f i e d  or  m e a s u r e d ,  b o t h  the G o v e r n o r ' s  
O f f i c e  a n d  the L e g i s l a t u r e  c a n n o t  e v a l u a t e  the B o a r d ' s  
p e r f o r m a n c e  (see t h e  O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 7*

T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  s h o u l d  c o l l e c t ,  r e c o r d  
a n d  m a i n t a i n  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  f i l e s  and s t a t i s t i c s  of  l i c e n s e  
and t e s t i n g  a p p l i c a n t s  and r e l a t e d  w o r k l o a d of' the l i c e n s i n g 
e x a m i n e r .

T h e  D i v i s i o n  n e e d s  r e l e v a n t  f a c t s  and s t a t i s t i c s  for e v a l u­
a t i n g  the p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  B o a r d  a c t i v i t y .  
M a n y  p a s t  r e c o r d s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  
s u c h  as:

1. N u m b e r  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
a s s i s t a n t s  l i c e n s e d  e a c h  y e a r  a n d  t o t a l  n u m b e r  of 
l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  and p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
a s s i s t a n t s ;

2. R e c o r d s  o f  t h o s e  a p p l i c a n t s  f a i l i n g  the e x a m i n a t i o n

3. N u m b e r  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  d e n i e d  the c h a n c e  to take the 
e x a m i n a t i o n  d u e  to lack of q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ;

4. N u m b e r  of c o m p l a i n t s  a n d  c r i t i c i s m s  a b o u t  the 
p e r f o r m a n c e  of t h e  B o a r d  and its staff;

5. C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w o r k l o a d  of l i c e n s e  e x a m i n e r s ;

6. N u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  r e q u e s t i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s .

It is to t h e  a d v a n t a g e  of  the D i v i s i o n  to k e e p  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  
in o r d e r  to s u p p o r t  t h e i r  b u d g e t  r e q u e s t ,  e v a l u a t e  t h e i r  
p e r s o n n e l  a n d  k e e p  the B o a r d  i n f o r m e d  as to  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s .  
Also, f e e d b a c k  f r o m  the B o a r d  a n d  the p u b l i c  s h o u l d  be 
e n c o u r a g e d  so as to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  s t a f f  p e r f o r m a n c e  is 
a d e q u a t e  (see t h e  O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .
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A N A L Y S I S  O F  P U B L I C  N E E D

L i m i t e d  A n a l y s i s

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a n a l y s e s  i n d i c a t e  b o t h  p o s i t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e  
a t t a i n m e n t s  as B o a r d  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e  to t h e  p u b l i c  n e e d  
f a c t o r s  d e f i n e d  in the " S u n s e t "  law. T h e s e  a n a l y s e s  are 
n o t  i n t e n d e d  to b e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  in  n a t u r e ,  b u t  a d d r e s s  t h o s e  
a r e a s  w e  w e r e  a b l e  to c o v e r  w i t h i n  the s c o p e  of  o u r  r e v iew.

I . T h e  e x t e n t  to  w h i c h  t h e  bo a r d ,  c o m m i s s i o n o r  p r o g r a m  
has o p e r a t e d  in t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

1. In t e s t i n g  the i n d i v i d u a l  l i c e n c i n g  files, w e  
f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  is c o n s c i e n t i o u s  in the 
l i c e n s i n g  of  PTs, e x c e p t  for t h e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  
t e m p o r a r y  l i c e n s e s  as n o t e d  in R e c o m m e n d a t i on 
No. 3.

I I . T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  the b o a r d ,  c o m­
mi s s i o n ,  or a g e n c y  p r o g r a m  has b e e n  i m p e d e d  o r  e n h a n c e d  
by e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s ,  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h  
it has a d o p t e d ,  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  m a t t e r, i n c l u d i n g b u d g e t a r y , 
r e s o u r c e ,  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  m a t t e r s .

1. T h e  B o a r d ' s  s t a t u t e s  do  n o t  g i v e  the B o a r d  the 
a u t h o r i t y  to p r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  - t h e  B o a r d  
h a s  w r i t t e n  p o l i c i e s ,  b u t  th e y  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  
e f f e c t  of l a w  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 1).

2. T h e  s t a t u t e s  d o  n o t  a l l o w  the B o a r d  to l i c e n s e  
f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  PTs (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 4).

3. T h e  B o a r d  f eels its o p e r a t i o n s  are s e r i o u s l y
h a m p e r e d  by the i n e f f i c i e n t  h a n d l i n g  of c o m­
p l a i n t s  by the I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  U n i t  w i t h i n  O L  
(see the O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

4. T h e  t u r n o v e r  of the l i c e n s i n g  e x a m i n e r s  in O L
has c a u s e d  s o m e  i n e f f i c i e n c y  in the B o a r d ' s
o p e r a t i o n s .

5. O n e  m e m b e r  o f  the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  
has a t t e n d e d  o n l y  44 p e r  c e n t  o f  the m e e t i n g s .
T h e  B o a r d  is n e t  g e t t i n g  the b e n e f i t  of h a v i n g  a 
f u l l  B o a r d  (see the O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

6. T h e  t e r m s  o f  t h r e e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  h a d  b e e n  l a p s e d  
for a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a y e a r  b e f o r e  the O f f i c e  o f  
t h e  G o v e r n o r  r e a p p o i n t e d  the B o a r d  m e m b e r s  (see 
the O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .
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IV.

V.

VI.

The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  t h e  bo a r d ,  c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n c y  
has r e c o m m e n d e d  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  
of b e n e f i t  to the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

1. S i n c e  19 74, w h e n  the P T  B o a r d  w a s  c r e a t e d ,  o n l y  
m i n o r  l a n g u a g e  c h a n g e s  h a v e  b e e n  m a de; e x c e p t  
for the a m e n d m e n t  to a l l o w  the P T  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  
to r e c e i v e  p e r  d i e m  a n d  t r a v e l  a l l o w a n c e s .  T h e s e  
c h a n g e s  w e r e  i n i t i a t e d  by the D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o m­
m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  O f f i c e  of 
the G o v e r n o r .

2. No c h a n g e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o m m e n d e d  by t h e  Board.

The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n cy 
has e n c o u r a g e d  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  to r e p o r t  to i.t~ 
c o n c e r n i n g  the e f f e c t  of its r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  d e c i s i ons 
o n the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of se r v i c e ,  e c o n o m y  of ser v i c e ,  
and a v a i l a b i l i t y  of s e r v i c e  w h i c h  it has p r o v i d e d .

1. The p u b l i c  is i n v i t e d  to a t t e n d  B o a r d  m e e t i n g s  
to g i v e  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  B o a r d  p r o c e e d i n g s .  
B o a r d  m e e t i n g s  a n d  e x a m i n a t i o n s  are a d v e r t i s e d  
one time o n l y  in e a c h  of four n e w s p a p e r s  t h r o u g h­
out the s t a t e  (see the OL P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  
R e p o r t ) .

The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s si o n  or a g e n c y  
has e n c o u r a g e d  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the m a k i n g  of 
i ts r e g u l a t i o n s  and d e c i 3 i o n s .

1.

2.
As n o t e d  in IV, the p u b l i c  is i n v i t e d  to a t t e n d  
B o a r d  m e e t i n g s  via n e w s p a p e r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .
We f o u n d  no  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  that the B o a r d  h a s  
e n c o u r a g e d  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

S i n c e  1974, o n l y  t h ree p e r s o n s  h a v e  a t t e n d e d  
B o a r d  m e e t i n g s .

T h e e f f i c i e n c y  w i t h  w h i c h  p u b l i c  i n q u i r i e s  o r  com- 
pT.aints r e g a r d i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the b o a r d ,  c o m­
m i s s i o n  o r  a g e n c y  f i led w i t h  it, w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t 
to w h i c h  a b o a r d  o r  c o m m i s s i o n  is a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  
a s s i g n e d ,  or w i t h  the o f f i c e  of t h e o m b u d s m a n  ha v e  
be e n  p r o c e s s e d  and r e s o l v e d .

1. S i n c e  its i n c e p t i o n ,  the B o a r d  has r e q u e s t e d  
the I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  U n i t  in O L  i n v e s t i g a t e  two 
c o m p l a i n t s  - no a c t i o n  has b e e n  t a k e n  on the 
c o m p l a i n t s  (see the O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  Report)

2. One c o m p l a i n t  i n v o l v i n g  the B o a r d  of P h y s i c a l  
T h e r a p y  w a s  m a d e  to the O m b u d s m a n  O f f i c e .  T h e  
c o m p l a i n t ,  w h i c h  i n v o l v e d  a f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  PT, 
w a s  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  r e s o l v e d  as a r e s u l t  of an 

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l’s Opi n i o n .
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VII. The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  a b o a r d  o r  c o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h
r e g u l a t e s  e n t r y  in t o  an o c c u p a t i o n  >>r p r o f e s s i o n  has 
p r e s e n t e d  q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  to s e r v e  t h e  p u b l i c .

1. T h e  B o a r d  r e q u i r e s  an a p p l i c a n t  to h a v e  the 
f o l l o w i n g  c r e d e n t i a l s  to be l i c e n s e d  as a 
PT: a d e g r e e  f r o m  a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  s c h o o l  
(which i n c l u d e s  a 9 - m o n t h  i n t e r n s h i p  program) 
and a p a s s i n g  s c o r e  on a n a t i o n a l  w r i t t e n  
e x a m i n a t i o n .

2. S i n c e  the P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  to o k  o v e r  in 
1974, it has l i c e n s e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  60 PTs.

3. T h e  B o a r d  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
for P T s  to e n s u r e  c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c e  (see 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2).

VIII. The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  s t a t e  p e r s o n n e l  p r a c t i c e s ,  in c l u d i n g  
a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p lied 
w i t h  by the boa r d ,  c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n c y  to its o w n 
a c t i v i t i e s  and the a r e a  of a c t i v i t y  or  i n t e r e s t .

1. T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  for l i c e n s u r e  c o n t a i n s  q u e s t i o n s  
w h i c h  c o u l d  le a d  to d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  o n  the B o a r d ' s  
p a r t  a g a i n s t  a n  a p p l i c a n t  (see the OL P e r f o r m a n c e  
A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

2. T h e  s t a t u t e s  do n o t  a l l o w  f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p i s t s  to be l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  in A l a s k a  
(see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 4).

IX. The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  s t a t u tory, r e g u l a t o r y ,  b u d g e t i n g  
o r ~ o t h e r  c h a n g e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to e n a b l e  the a g e n c y , 
b o a r d  or c o m m i s s i o n  to b e t t e r  s e r v e  the i n t e r e s t s  of 
the p u b l i c  and to c o m p l y  w i t h  the f a c t o r s  e n u m e r a t e d  
in this u b s e c t i o n .

1. T h e  P T  B o a r d  s h o u l d  be a d d e d  to the li s t  of 
B o a r d s  w h i c h  a r e  u n d e r  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of 
the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e s  A c t  (AS 44.62.
330) .

2. P l e a s e  r e f e r  a l s o  to the p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n ,
F i n d i n g s  and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .
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A P P E N D I X  A  

S T A T E  P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y  B O A R D
R E V E N U E S  C O M P A R E D  W I T H  E X P E N D I T U R E S  

F i s c a l  Y e a r  1978 
(UNAUDITED)

R e v e n u e s  (see S c h e d u l e  1 a n d  N o t e  1) 

E x p e n d i t u r e s  (see N o t e  2)

E x c e s s  of E x p e n d i t u r e s  O v e r  R e v e n u e s

S c h e d u l e  1 
T y p e s  of  R e v e n u e s

$ 2.-300 

1 1 / 7 0 0  

$(9,400)

R e v e n u e s A m o u n t C o l l e c t i o n  T i m e

A p p l i c a t i o n  Fee $25 W i t h  a p p l i c a t i o n  for
l:.censure

R e g i s t r a t i o n  by E x a m i n a t i o n  Fee 25 W i t h  t a k i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n
R e g i s t r a t i o n  by E n d o r s e m e n t  F e e 25 W h e n  r e g i s t e r e d
B i e n n i a l  R e n e w a l  Fee 25 B i e n n i a l l y
T e m p o r a r y  P e r m i t  F e e 10 W h e n  p e r m i t  is a p p l i e d  for
La t e  Fee Fi n e 10 W i t h  la t e  p a y m e n t

N o t e  1

T h i s  r e v e n u e  f i g u r e  inclu es a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  e x a m i n a t i o n  
fees p l u s  r e n e w a l  fees. S i n c e  the r e n e w a l  fees a r e  c o l l e c t e d  
o n c e  e v e r y  two y e a r s ,  t h e y  c a u s e  the r e v e n u e s  in o n e  y e a r  to 
be m u c h  g r e a t e r  t h a n  the r e v e n u e s  c o l l e c t e d  in the n e x t  
year. T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  c a l c u l a t e d  and r e p o r t e d  an  a v e r a g e  of 
the r e v e n u e s  c o l l e c t e d  in fis c a l  y e a r s  1977 a n d  1978 in 
o r d e r  to o b t a i n  an a c c u r a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  c o l l e c t e d  

revenues.

No t e  2

E x p e n d i t u r e s  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  ma d e  by B o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  s u c h  as 
travel and p e r  diem, and an a l l o c a t e d  p e r c e n t a g e  (estimated) 
of t o tal a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x p e n s e s  of OL. T h e y  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  
e x p e n d i t u r e s  for e f f o r t s  that o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  s u c h  as the 
D e p a r t m e n t  of Law, m a y  h a v e  i n c u r r e d  in a s s i s t i n g  t h e  B o a r d  
and OL.
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A P P E N D I X  B 

A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  S T A T I S T I C S

L i c e n s e d  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  a n d
L i c e n s e d  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s i s t a n t s

L i c e n s e d  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s

L i c e n s e d  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  A s s i s t a n t s

B o a r d  M e e t i n g s  in C a l e n d a r  Y e a r s  1 9 7 6 - 1 9 7 8

A v e r a g e  n u m b e r  o f  m e e t i n g s  p e r  c a l e n d a r  
y e a r  ( e x c l u d i n g  t e l e p h o n e  c o n f e r e n c e s )

N u m b e r  of e x a m i n a t i o n s  g i v e n

C a l e n d a r  Y e a r

1976
1977
1978

P a s s e s

2
3
1

F a i l s

0

1

2

As O f  

O c t o b e r  20, 1978

92

3

7 m e e t i n g s

2 m e e t i n g s  

9 e x ams
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Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  S E N T  TO B O A R D  M E M B E R S  
(see N o t e  1)

1. W h y  d o  y o u  t h i n k  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  s h o u l d  b e  r e g i s­
ter e d  b y  a S t a t e  a g e n c y ?

To use the law f o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  p o l i c i e s .

2. W h a t  d o  y o u  b e l i e v e  to be  the g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  of 
the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d ?

1. To p r o v i d e  o p t i m u m  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  ca r e to the
p u b l i c  a n d  p r o t e c t  th e m f r o m  fraud.

2. To e n s u r e  that l i c e n s u r e  is o f  q u a l i f i e d  t h e r a p i s t s .

3. To h a n d l e  any c o m p l a i n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  the p r a c t i c e
o f  p h y s i c a l  therapy.

3. Do y o u  fe e l  t h a t  the B o a r d  is a c h i e v i n g  its g o a l s  as 
y o u  p e r c e i v e  t h e m  .in q u e s t i o n  n u m b e r  2 ?

Y e s .

4. D o  y o u  f e e l  m o r e  e m p h a s i s  s h o u l d  b e  p l a c e s  o n  s o m e  g o a l s  
and less o n  o t h e r s ?  P l e a s e  d e s c r i b e  a n y  a r e a s  y o u  feel 
w o u l d  be a p p l i c a b l e .

No.

Howev er,  m o r e  s u p p o r t  a n d  b e t t e r  s e r v i c e  f o r  i n v e s t i­
ga t i n g  c o m p l a i n t s  is n e e d e d  f r o m  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  o f  the 
Di vis io n.

5. W h a t  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  a b s e n c e  of 
r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  the p r a c t i c e  of  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
and/'or the B o a r d  w o u l d  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  to t h e  p u b l i c ' s  
b e s t  i n t e r e s t ?

One i n d i v i d u a l  is a d v e r t i s i n g  as p r o v i d i n g  "p h y s i c a l  
therapy". She is not  t r a i n e d  in any way as a th er api st , 
but the p u b l i c  doe s not k no w so. E v e n  w i t h  the law this 
occurs. W i t h o u t  the law it c o u l d  o c c u r  very  f r e q u e n t l y .

6. Is the s t a f f  of  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  a n d / o r  o t h e r  
S t a t e  a g e n c i e s  a d e q u a t e  to h a n d l e  the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
and e n f o r c e m e n t  n e e d s  o f  the B o a r d ?  W h a t  s t a f f  s u p p o r t  
s e r v i c e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  a d e q u a t e l y ?  I n a d e q u a t e l y ?
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6,. (cont'd.)

W e e d  m o r e  e n f o r c e m e n t  help.

At t i m e e 3 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  n eed s are  no t  met.

L i c e n s i n g  E x a m i n e r s  are  very busy. F o r  a t i m e 3 we had  
a n e w  on e e v e r y  f e w  m o n t h s  a n d  n o t h i n g  wa s  done as it 
n e e d e d  to be.

7. A r e  t h e r e  a n y  s t a t u t e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  y o u  b e l i e v e  
are t o o  o b s o l e t e ,  v a g u e ,  u n d u l y  l a s t r i c t i v e  a n d / o r  
i n a d e q u a t e  to a l l o w  the B o a r d  to c a r r y  o u t  its p u r p o s e s ?  
P l e a s e  c i t e  s p e c i f i c  s t a t u t e s  a n d  t h e i r  w e a k n e s s e s .

The s t a t u t e  s t a t i n g  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  m u s t  be g r a d u a t e d  
f r o m  a s c h o o l  a p p r o v e d  by the A P T A  r e s t r i c t s  us in 
l i c e n s i n g  f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d  t h e r a p i s t s .

8. W h a t  c h a n g e s  c o u l d  be m a d e  to t h e  B o a r d  w h i c h  w o u l d  
i m p r o v e  its s e r v i c e  to the p u b l i c ?

No c omm ent .

9. A n y  o t h e r  c o m m e n t s ?

No c omm ent .

N o t e  1

At the t i m e  this q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  m a i l e d  f r o m  the D i v i s i o n  
of L e g i s l a t i v e  Au d i t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  f o u r  m e m b e r s  on the 
S tate P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  Board. E a c h  of the f o u r  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  
w a s  s e n t  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a n d  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  r e c e i v e d  one 
r e s p o n s e  w h i c h  is s u m m a r i z e d  above.
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A P P E N D I X  D
- • •■.'W '

Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  S E N T  T O  P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P I S T S  A N D  
P H Y S I C A L  T H E R A P Y  A S S I S T A N T S

1. Do y o u  feel th a t  it s h o u l d  b e  n e c e s s a r y  
for t h e  f o l l o w i n g  to b e  l i c e n s e d  b y  the 
S t a t e :

P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t  A s s i s t a n t s

W h y  or  w h y  no t ?

2. Do y o u  feel that the a b s e n c e  of the B o a r d  
w o u l d  be  d e t r i m e n t a l  to the p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t s ?

P l e a s e  d i s c u s s :

3. Do you b e l i e v e  that the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  
T h e r a p y  B o a r d  is o p e r a t i n g  in the p u b l i c ' s  
b e s t  i n t e r e s t ?

4. Do y o u  b e l i e v e  A l a s k a ' s  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e­
me n t s  for p e r m a n e n t  l i c e n s e s  a r e  a d e q u a t e  
and e f f e c t i v e  in e n s u r i n g  that the p u b l i c  
is p r o t e c t e d ?

If no, p l e a s e  e x p l a i n :

5. Do y o u  feel that t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t s  are in 
the b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the p u b l i c ?

6. Do y o u  feel tuat the e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  by 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  S e r v i c e  ( P E S ) , 
w h i c h  is r e q u i r e d  for l i c e n s u r e  as a 
p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t  in A l a ska, is a fair 
and r e a s o n a b l e  t e s t  of a p h y s i c a l  t h e r a­
pi s t ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  and a b i l i t y ?

7. Do y o u  feel that c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
s h o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  b e f o r e  the f o l l o w i n g  
l i c e n s e s  are. r e newed:

P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s  
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t  A s s i s t a n t s

% R e s p o n s e s  
(see N o t e  1)

Yes No
No
O p i n i o n

97%
90%

83%

83%

0 %
5 %

8 8 % 5%

81% 2%

7 9} O to

83% 7\

7%

47% 47%
37% 33%
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3%
5 %

7%

1 7 Z

12%

8%

10Z

6 %
1 0 %
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8. Do y o u  k n o w  o f  a n y  c l a s s e s ,  w o r k s h o p s ,  
a n d / o r  s e m i n a r s  th a t  h a v e  b e e n  o f f e r e d  
in y o u r  a r e a  w h i c h  r e l a t e  to p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p y  a n d  w o u l d  q u a l i f y  for c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n ?

9. Do y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e c i­
p r o c i t y  (endor s e m e n t )  p o l i c i e s  of the 
S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d  are f a i r l y  
and c o n s i s t e n t l y  a p p l i e d ?

If no, p l e a s e  c o m m e n t :

10. A r e  y o u  a w a r e  of any d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
p r a c t i c e s  i n v o l v i n g  l i c e n s i n g  of m i n o r i t y  
g r o u p s ?

11. Do y o u  t h i n k  the S t a t e  P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  
B o a r d  s h o u l d  be m a d e  up of:

A. a m a j o r i t y  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s ?

B. an e q u a l  n u m b e r  of p h y s i c a l  t h e r a­
pi s t s  a n d  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s ?

C. a m a j o r i t y  of p u b l i c  m e m b e r s ?

P l e a s e  c i r c l e  one.

12. Do y o u  feel it is a d v a n t a g e o u s  to h a v e  a 
m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  t n  the B o a r d ?

13. Have y o u  h a d  a n y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  the S t a t e  
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y  B o a r d ?

P l e a s e  s p e c i f y :

14. Do y o u  h a v e  a n y  c o m p l a i n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  the 
s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  by the s taff s u p p o r t  of 
the D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  
D e v e l o p m e n t ?

P l e a s e  d i s c u s s :

% R e s p o n s e s  
(see N o t e  1)

No
Yes No  O p i n i o n

70% 27%

76% 10%

0% 97%

61%

36%

0 %

68% 27%

44\% 53%

34% 63%

3%

14%

3%

37.

3 %

3%
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N u m b e r  o f  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s e n t  to l i c e n s e d  p h y s i c a l  
t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  a s s i s t a n t s

N u m b e r  of  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y  
a s s i s t a n t s  w h o  r e s p o n d e d

R e s p o n s e  R a t e
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JAN 11 AM.

l e g i s l a t i v e
A U D I T

January 9, 1979

Mr. Gerald Wilkerson 

Legislative Auditor 

Division of Legislative Audit 

Pouch W

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

We have reviewed your preliminary reports as shown below:

1. Board of Examiners in Optometry

2. Board of Dispensing Opticians

3. Board of Psychologist and Psychological Associate Examiners

4. Board of Chiropractic Examiners

5. Alaska State Medical Board

6. Board of Veterinary Examiners

7. State Physical Therapy Board

8. Board of Pharmacy

9. Board of Nursing

10. Board of Nursing Home Administrators

11. Board of Dental Examiners

12. Alaska Transportation Commission

We view these reviews of agency programs and activities which are specifically 

subject to termination in a manner different from those made of State departments 

or agencies. Usually we in the Executive Branch endeavor to respond directly 

to each finding and recommendation. However, in reyard to the Boards and 

Commissions, the Executive Branch agency during a public hearing shall demonstrate 

a pi*' lie need for its continued existence or the discontinuation of the program, and 

the extent to which any change in the manner of exercise of its functions or 

activities may increase efficiency of administration or operation consistent 

with the public interest.

The Executive Branch of Alaska Government has made an extensive study of the 

above Boards and the Alaska Transportation Commission. We are continuing to study 

those entities, their origin, their present and future potential, and other 

related subjects in conjunction with Alaska statutes 24 and 44 (Sunset Legislation). 

As prescribed in AS 44.66.050 one or more legislative hearings are to be held 

to receive testimony from the public, the Commissioner of the department having 
administrative responsibility for each, and the members of the Boards or 
Commission involved. During those hearinqs we will present our findings and 
recommendations affecting each of the foregoing Boards and the Alaska 
Transportation Commission.
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Accordingly, we are presenting this in addition to the responses from the 

Department of Commerce, Department of Law, and the individual Board or Commission 

members and others on an interim basis.

Sincerely, .

%  faU U y jL

Michael Harper '

Administrative Assistant 

to the Governor

2 3 ( b )
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JA Y  S . HAMMOND, Covernor

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE A 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

/

POUCH D
D M $ nn  o fc c c v p a n o n u i u cekm hg  ju n e a u .  a la s k a  99811 

December 15, 1978

R E C E I V E D
Gerald L. Wilkerson, CPA 

Legislative Auditor 

Division of Legislative Audit 

Pouch W

Juneau, Alaska 99811

JAN 11  AIL

L E G I S L A T I V E
A U D I T

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

The following comments are in response to the Performance Review of the 

State Physical Therapy Board, as submitted by the Division of Legisla­

tive Audit.

Recommendation No. 1 . Agreed. The lack of authority to promulgate 

regulations is a detriment to efficient board operations. Pending the 

outcome of Sunset Review, the division will propose legislation to grant 

this authority.

Recommendation No. 2 . Agreed. Continuing education is one method of 

maintaining and improving quality care in the health care fields. We 

also agree that special consideration should be given to those licensees 

practicing and residing in rural areas where availability of educational 

courses is nonexistant, however, we would not advocate that they be 

exempt.

Recommendation No. 3 . Agreed. Discussions will be held with the board 

and through cooperative efforts this recommendation should be complied 

with in the near future.

Recoiimendation to. 4 . Foreign trained physical therapists should be 

licersed to practice in Alaska, if fully qualified. The division will 

discuss this issue and your recommendation with the board at its next 

meeting.

Recommendation No. 5 . Agreed. Licensing violations should be as 

clearly defined as possible, as long as care is taken where the defini­

tion could not be interpreted as all-inclusive.



Recommendation No. 6 . Agreed. This board, as well as all boards, will

be contacted in March or April, 1979 for input into the division's

budget for FY 1281. This input will address the board's goals, objec­

tives, and financial needs.

Recommendation No. 7 . Agreed. Complete reorganization of files and 

procedures within the agency are expected to be accomplished by the end 

of calendar y ea r  1979. Some changes have recently been initiated by the 

agency.

I appreciate the time and efforts expended by your staff.

Yours truly,

H. Phillip Hubbard 

Commissioner

s.



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE &  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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*""M  1 1 A.M.

LEG ISLAT IVE
A U D I T

PHYSICAL THERAPY BOARD

RESPONSE TO LEGISLATIVE AUDIT CCMMITTEE

The following are the Board's responses to the recommendations in the 
preliminary performance review of the State Physical Therapy Board, 
dated October 20, 1978, from the Division of Legislative Audit.

Recommendation No. 1

The State Physical Therapy Board should be allowed to promulgate 
regulations. '

The Board agrees with this recommendation and is making appropriate 
suggested changes for the statifes- Ammendments will be submitted during 
the next Legislative Session to provide for the Board to make rules and 
regulations.

Recommendation No. 2

The State Physical Therapy Board should require physical therapists and 
physical therapy assistants to obtain continuing education m  order 
to get their licenses renewed.

The Board agrees with the importance of and the idea behind continuing 
education. However, the Board does not feel it is ready to handle 
mandatory continuing education at this time because of:
1. Difficulty in getting quality coarses in Alaska due to the expense 

of "importing" instructors.
2. Great distances and costs involved for rural therapists to attend 

inservice coarses.
„3. . Inck of standards determining the quality of continuing education 

coarses. There is no professional Physical Therpay School in Alaska 
to offer continuing education. The local chapter of the American 
Physical Therapy Association does an excellent job of providing ed­
ucation seminars; however most of these are given by local physical 
therapists, and uniform standards have not been set.

The Board will be setting up a task force to study and make recom­
mendations for the problems of providing continuing education in 
Alaska. Februar y / q H .

As there have been no complaints from the public regarding degree 
of professionalism (knowledge, skills, services) of physical 
therapists, the Board feels lack of required continuing education 
is not an urgent problem.

25 fal



Controls over temporary licenses should be improved.

It is the responsibility of all Board members to know the qualifications 
for licensure. Therefore the premise in the first paragraph under 
recommendation No. 3 is incorrect. We question whether one Occupational 
Licensing Examiner knows the qualifications for licensure better than 
one Board member. As it is the responsibility of the Board member to 
issue temporary permits, at least copies of the documents should be seen 
by the issuing member. The current Board members are not aware of any 
instance where an applicant was issued a temporary permit before documen­
tation of their qualifications was received by either the Board member 
or Licensing Examiner.

The temporary licenses which lapsed before permit licenses were issued 
occured when there were several rapid changes of the licensing examiners, 
and when the State was requiring financial disclosure of all Board 
members, as several physical therapy members resigned causing lack of a 
quoium. The Board has since made a policy (which hopefully will become 
a regulation) that the Licensing Examiner shall notify all applicants 
two months prior to expiration of their temporary permit, if their 
application is not complete and ready for permanent licensure. In the 
past year, since this policy, it is believed that there has been no 
problems.
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The Board disagrees that the licensing examiner must first receive all 
documents for a temporary permit. An applicant may present all documents 
personally to a Board member and recieve a temporary permit. Documents 
will then be sent to Juneau by certified mail. It is the responsibility 
of the Board to pass on the qualifications of the applicant, rather than 
the licensing examiner.

The Board agrees with the last statement of this recommendation and is 
attempting to do so.

Recommendation No._4

Statutory changes should be made to allow qualified foreign-trained 
physical therapists to practice physical therapy in'Alaska.

The Board agrees with this recommendation and is proposing statute 
changes accordingly.

I



The State Physical Therapy Board in conjunction with the Attorney General, 
should compose formal regulations which define and list examples of licen­
sing violations.

The Board agrees, but first must receive the athority to make regu­
lations. The Board is recommending statute changes in order to make 
rules and regulations, and has already made a partial list of viola­
tions.

Recommendation No. 6

The State Physical Therapy Board should establish formal goals, objectives 
and quantifiable~measureswhich should be included in the Division of 
Occupational Licensing (OL) budget documents.

This has been done for the past year, 1978, by the Board and was sent to 
the Division of Occupational Licensing. The Division was to write up 
the report in final format. Kiptvt ik/vis sent h  Juwulu. Ocf- "H-

Recommendation No. 7

The Division of Occupational Licensing should collect, record and 
maintain for five years files and statistics of license and testing 
applicants and related workload oT the licensing examiners

Recommendation No. 5

'The Board agrees.

Tom lleuston, Secretary

^  ‘ Q v C C & y , ft P T  

Gary McCarthy, R.P.T.
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A  P E R F O R M A N C E  R E V I E W  
O F  T H E  

B O A R D  O F  P S Y C H O L O G I S T  
D P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  A S S O C I A T E  EXAMINE!

O c t o b e r  31, 1978



A  P E R F O R M A N C E  R E V I E W  
O F  T H E  

B O A R D  O F  P S Y C H O L O G I S T  
A N D  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  A S S O C I A T E  E X A M I N E R S

O c t o b e r  31, 19 7 8

C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c
D e v e l o p m e n t  H. P h i l l i p  H u b b a r d

D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  B e r t r a m  L. W a g n o n

M e m b e r s  o f  the 
B o a r d  of  P s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d  

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s

C h a i r p e r s o n  D o r o t h y  W h i t m o r e ,  E d . D .
M e m b e r  J a m e s  C. P a r s o n s
M e m b e r  P a m e l a  D e l y s - B a g l i e n , Ph.D.
M e m b e r  R o b e r t  D. B o w e r s

M e m b e r  D i c k  M a d s o n
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O c t o b e r  31, 19 7 8

M e m b e r s  of  t h e
L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e :

In  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  T i t l e  24 a n d  44 of  the 
A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s ,  t h e  a t t a c h e d  r e p o r t  is s u b m i t t e d  f o r  
y e a r  r e v i e w .

A  P E R F O R M A N C E  R E V I E W  
O F  T H E  

B O A R D  O F  P S Y C H O L O G I S T  
A N D  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  A S S O C I A T E  E X A M I N E R S

AUDIT DIVISION
p o u c h  w -A iA S K A  o f f ic e  m m

THE LEGISLATURE

BUDGET AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

FINANCE DIVISION 
M U C H  W F-STA TE CAPITOL

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

^  O c t o b e r  31, 19 7 8

I
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G e r a l d  L. W i l k e r s o n ,  C P A

■
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  
D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t
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P U R P O S E  A N D  S C O P E  OF T H E  R E V I E W

P u r p o s e

In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the i n t e n t  of A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  24.20.
271(1) a n d  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 5 0  (sunset l e g i s l a t i o n ) ,  a r e v i e w  of 
the B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  
E x a m i n e r s  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  to r e v i e w  B o a r d  a c t i v i t i e s  and 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  to d e t e r m i n e  if the B o a r d  has b e e n  o p e r­
a t i n g  in an e f f e c t i v e ,  e f f i c i e n t ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l  manner.

A s  r e q u i r e d  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e  intent, this r e p o r t  s h a l l  be 
c o n s i d e r e d  d u r i n g  the l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t  f u n c t i o n  in 
d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  the B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d  P s y c h o­
lo g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  be r e e s t a b l i s h e d .  The 
l aw c u r r e n t l y  s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  this B o a r d  w i l l  t e r m i n a t e  on 
J u n e  30, 1979, b u t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  J u n e  30, 1980 for 
the p u r p o s e  of c o n c l u d i n g  its affairs.

S c o p e

T h e  m a j o r  a r e a s  r e v i e w e d  w e r e  the B o a r d ' s  o p e r a t i o n s  and 
its l i c e n s i n g ,  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  c o m p l a i n t  and 
a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  f u n ctions. O u r  r e v i e w  c o n s i s t e d  of 
a n a l y z i n g  a n d  e v a l u a t i n g  the following:

(1) A p p l i c a b l e  s t a t u t e s  and B o a r d  reg u l a t i o n s ;

(2) I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  and q u e s t i o n n a i r e s
s e n t  to the Board;

(3) I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  h e a l t h  a g e n c i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ;

(4) T e s t s  of r e c o r d s  a n d  d o c u m e n t s  of the B o a r d  and 
the D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  (JL) , 
D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ;

(5) I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  O L  emp l o y e e s ;

(6) C o m p l a i n t s  f i l e d  w i t h  OL, the O m b u d s m a n ' s  Office,
C o n s u m e r  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y ,  and the E q u a l  E m p l o y m e n t  
O p p o r t u n i t y  Office;

(7) Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  se n t  to S t a t e  l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  
and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s ;  and

(8) R e v i e w  of o t h e r  states' l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s .
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T h i s  r e v i e w  w a s  h a m p e r e d  b y  the f o l J ~ Ti n g  c o n s t r a i n t s :

(1) T h e  B o a r d  has n o t  establis* 1 and r e p o r t e d  
f i n a n c i a l  and p r o g r a m  p l a n s  as r e q u i r e d  b y  AS 
3 7 . 0 7 . 0 5 0  n o r  has it d e v e l o p e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d  
p e r f o r m a n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  its e f f e c­
tiv e n e s s  and a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  as r e q u i r e d  by  AS 
37.07.090.

(2) O L  has n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  col l e c t e d ,  r e c o r d e d  or 
m a i n t a i n e d  p e r t i n e n t  files and s t a t i s t i c s  r e l a t i n g  
to the B o a r d  to e f f e c t i v e l y  and e f f i c i e n t l y  c a r r y  
o u t  its a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

(3) W h i l e  c o n d u c t i n g  this review, w e  r e c e i v e d  lit t l e  
o r  no c o o p e r a t i o n  f r o m  some B o a r d  m e m b e r s .
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N  A N D  F U N C T I O N

T h e  B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t  and P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  
E x a m i n e r s  (PPAE) w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in 1967 u n d e r  the p r o­
v i s i o n s  of T i t l e  8, C h a p t e r  86 of the A l a s k a  Statutes.
T h e  B o a r d  c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and 
two p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the G o v e r n o r  a n d  a p p r o v e d  
b y  the L e g i s l a t u r e .

T h e  B o a r d  r e g u l a t e s  l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  p s y c h o­
l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s  in the State. A  p s y c h o l o g i s t  a s s o c i a t e  
is a l l o w e d  b y  s t a t u t e  to p r a c t i c e  c o u n s e l i n g  and a d m i n i s t e r  
a n d  i n t e r p r e t  p s y c h o l o g y  rests. A  p s y c h o l o g i s t  is a l l o w e d  
b y  s t a t u t e  to p r a c t i c e  c o u n s e l i n g  and p s y c h o t h e r a p y .

T h e  B o a r d ' s  d u t i e s  are b a s i c a l l y  the following:

1) E x a m i n i n g  and i s s u i n g  l i c e n s e s  to q u a l i f i e d  
a p p l i c a n t s ;

2) E s t a b l i s h i n g  or a m e n d i n g  rules a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  
n e c e s s a r y  a n d  d e s i r a b l e  to e n f o r c e  state 
s t a t u t e s ;

3) H o l d i n g  h e a r i n g s  in o r d e r  to revoke, a n nul 
or s u s p e n d  the l i c e n s e  of a p e r s o n  v i o l a t i n g  
the p s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  
s t a t u t e s  and r e g u l ations.

A n  a p p l i c a n t  m a y  be l i c e n s e d  as a p s y c h o l o g i s t  b y  p a s s i n g  
a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  by the B o a r d  or by e n d o r s e m e n t .  F o r  
e n d o r s e m e n t ,  an a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  p r o v i d e  p r o o f  of l i c e n s u r e  
in a n o t h e r  s t ate w i t h  e q u a l  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  at the 
ti m e  of o r i g i n a l  licensing.

In o r d e r  to q u a l i f y  for l i c e n s u r e  by e x a m i n a t i o n ,  an a p p l i­
c a n t  m u s t  pa s s  a w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n  , have a d o c t o r a t e  
a n d  o n e  y e a r  of e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e  B o a r d  has p r o p o s e d  r e g u­
lat i o n s  d e f i n i n g  the type of a c c e p t a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e .  F o r  
a p p l i c a n t s  f i l i n g  b e f o r e  D e c e m b e r  31, 1978, a c c e p t a b l e  
e x p e r i e n c e  w o u l d  be:

(1) g r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  an A m e r i c a n  P s y c h o l o g y  A s s o c i a t i o n  
(APA) a p p r o v e d  d o c t o r a l  p r o g r a m  or a p r o g r a m  w h i c h  
m e e t s  the A P A  standards; or

(2) o n e  y e a r  of s u p e r v i s e d  p o s t - d o c t o r a l  e x p e r i e n c e  
a c q u i r e d  in a f a c i l i t y  a u t h o r i z e d  to p r o v i d e  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  services; or w h i c h  m e e t s  the A P A  
p r o g r a m  standards.
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A f t e r  D e c e m b e r  31, 1978, a p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  h a v e  o n e  y e a r  of 
p o s t - d o c t o r a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a c q u i r e d  u n d e r  the s u p e r v i s i o n  
of a l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t  o r  a d i p l o m a t e  of the A m e r i c a n  
B o a r d  of E x a m i n e r s  in P r o f e s s i o n a l  P s y c h o l o g y .

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s  m a y  b e  l i c e n s e d  a f t e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  
if t h e y  h a v e  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  a n d  t h r e e  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
t w o  of w h i c h  m u s t  be  in A l a s k a .
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R E P O R T  C O N C L U S I O N

P o l i c y  Issues

This r e v i e w  c o n t a i n s  p o l i c y  issues r a i s e d  as a r e s u l t  of  o u r  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  a r a  p r a ctices. T h e  f inal p o l i c y  
d e c i s i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  t hese p r a c t i c e s  are n o t  w i t h i n  the s c o p e  
of this r e v i e w  b u t  r e q u i r e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  The 
l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e r s i g h t  c o m m i t t e e s  s h o u l d  take into c o n s i d e r­
ation the f i n d i n g s  and a l t e r n a t i v e s  p r e s e n t e d  in this report, 
so th a t  the p o t e n t i a l  i m p a c t  of p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  c a n  be evaluated.

R e p o r t  C o n c l u s i o n

In o u r  o pinion, the B o a r d  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  to r e g u l a t e  and 
lice n s e  the p s y c h o l o g y  a n d  c o u n s e l i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  The 
r e g u l a t i o n  and l i c e n s i n g  of these p r o f e s s i o n a l s  is n e c e s s a r y  
to p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c ' s  health, s a f e t y  and w elfare.

However, a s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e  s h o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  w h i c h  w i l l  
in c r e a s e  the n u m b e r  of p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  o n  the B o a r d  a n d  a l l o w  
the p u b l i c  to be b e t t e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No.
1). B o ard a c t i o n s  ha v e  n o t  b e e n  m a d e  in the p u b l i c ' s  h e s t  
interest. For instance, the B o a r d  has b e e n  i n c o n s i s t e n t l y  
e v a l u a t i n g  applic a n t s '  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  and l i c e n s i n g  p s y c h o­
logists s i n c e  the B o a r d ' s  i n c e p t i o n  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No.
2). A l s o  the B o a r d  has b e e n  c o n d u c t i n g  its m e e t i n g s  and 
m a k i n g  its del it e r a t i o n s  a n d  d e c i s i o n s  in s e c r e c y  (see 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 3).

In o r d e r  for it to p e r f o r m  e f f e c t i v e l y  and e f f i c i e n t l y ,  the 
Board needs to m a k e  s e v e r a l  changes. F o r  insta n c e ,  it needs 
to c o m p l y  w i t h  the a d v i c e  from the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  
to a v o i d  c o s t l y  l i t i g a t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g s  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
No. 7). A l s o  the B o a r d  n e eds to u p d a t e  its a p p l i c a t i o n  
forms in o r d e r  to d e c r e a s e  the c u r r e n t  a v e r a g e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
p r o c e s s i n g  time of 28 w e e k s  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 5).

In addition, the B o a r d  n e e d s  to d e v e l o p  g r a d i n g  s t a n d a r d s  
and a test m a n u a l  for its e x a m i n a t i o n s .  P r o b l e m s  w i t h  
e x a m i n a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  c a u s e d  o n e  c o m p l a i n t  and 
may re s u l t  in o t h e r  c o u r t  suits (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 7).

There are 
who may be 
seling in 
a d e q u a t e l y  
ce n s e d  and 
as s o c i a t e s  
inv e s t i g a t

at least four u n l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  in A l a s k a  
a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  p r a c t i c i n g  p s y c h o l o g y  o r  c o u n­

v i o l a t i o n  of the A l a s k a  Statutes. In o r d e r  to 
p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c  from the p r a c t i c e  of u n l i -  
u n q u a l i f i e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

, the B o a r d  s h o u l d  d e v e l o p  a m o r e  a g g r e s s i v e  
ive p o l i c y  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 6).
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F I N D I N G S  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

F i n d i n g s  and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  No. 1 t h r o u g h  9 are a d d r e s s e d  
to the B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  
Examiners. F i n d i n g s  a n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  No. 10 a n d  11 are 
a d d r e s s e d  to the D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  ( O L ) , 
a n d  s h o u l d  be r e a d  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  "A P e r f o r m a n c e  R e v i e w  
of the D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  O c t o b e r  30, 1978", i s s u e d  
u n d e r  s e p a r a t e  cover.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 1

A  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e  s h o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  w h i c h  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  
the n u m b e r  of p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  o n  the B o a r d  and a l l o w  the 
p u b l i c  to be b e t t e r  r e p r e s e n t e d .

The B o a r d  is c u r r e n t l y  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h r e e  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and 
two p u b l i c  m e m b e r s .  In q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  r e t u r n e d  b y  S t a t e  
l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  39% of the r e s p o n d e n t s  b e l i e v e d  the 
B o a r d  has not o p e r a t e d  in the p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  interest.

Our f i n d i n g s  s u p p o r t  this view. F o r  instance, t h e  B o a r d  has 
been i n c o n s i s t e n t l y  l i c e n s i n g  a p p l i c a n t s  e v e n  t h o u g h  an 
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o p i n i o n  a n d  a p r i o r  D i v i s i o n  of  L e g i s­
lative A u d i t  report, d a t e d  A u g u s t  5, 1975, n o t e d  p r i o r  
i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  and m a d e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to c h a n g e  these 
p r a c t i c e s  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2). Also, the B o a r d  has 
be e n  c o n d u c t i n g  its m e e t i n g s  a n d  m a k i n g  its d e l i b e r a t i o n s  
and d e c i s i o n s  in s e c r e c y  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 3). S u c h  
a c t i o n s  not o n l y  e x p o s e  the S t a t e  to lawsuits, b u t  also 
t h r e a t e n  r e c r u i t i n g  e f f o r t s  of S t a t e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  i n s t i­
tut i o n s  for q u a l i f i e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and c o u n s e l o r s  (see 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2).

The r e g u l a t i o n s  and p o l i c i e s  o f  the B o a r d  have a s u b s t a n i t a l  
im p a c t  on the h e a lth, w e l f a r e  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  the c o s t s  and 
s e r v i c e s  for m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  in Alaska. The use of 3-
d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  is d e s i r a b l e  b e c a u s e  knowledg' e
a c t i v e  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  p r o v i d e  a v a l u a b l e  point: of v i e w  and 
s a f e g u a r d  a g a i n s t  p r o b l e m s  c i t e d  above.

If the a b o v e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  is f o u n d  to be i n f e a s i b l e ,  or if 
the B o a r d  c o n t i n u e s  to i n c o n s i s t e n t l y  a p p l y  the s t a t u t e s  
a f t e r  it has had an o p p o r t u n i t y  to i m p l e m e n t  its p r o p o s e d  
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e n  it is r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t  the L e g i s l a t u r e  
a m e n d  the law t r a n s f e r r i n g  the B o a r d ' s  l i c e n s i n g  f u n c t i o n  to 
the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t .
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The B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  
E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a p p l y  s t a t u t o r y  l i c e n s i n g  
c r i t e r i a to all a p p l i c a n t s .

In a p r i o r  D i v i s i o n  of L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  r e p o r t  d a t e d  
A u g u s t  5, 1975, it w a s  f o u n d  th a t  the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 08.86 
o u t l i n i n g  the r e q u i r e d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  for l i c e n s u r e  of 
p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s ,  h a d  n o t  b e e n  
c o n s i s t e n t l y  a p p l i e d  by the Board. A  m o r e  r e c e n t  r e v i e w  of 
a v a i l a b l e  r e c o r d s  f i l e d  a f t e r  1975 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  this 
c o n d i t i o n  s t i l l  exists.

T he A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  s e n t  a m e m o r a n d u m ,  d a t e d  F e b r u a r y  9, 
1976, to the B o a r d  s t a t i n g  t h a t  the l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t  
" e x p e r i e n c e  a c c e p t a b l e  to the board" f ound in A S  08.86. 
130(3), w a s  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  v a g u e  w i t h o u t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  
fr o m  a d o p t e d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  It w a s  al s o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a 
f o r m e r  B o a r d  m e m b e r  said th a t  the B o a r d  has a c c e p t e d  c l i n i­
cal i n t e r n s h i p  p r o g r a m  e x p e r i e n c e  for p u r p o s e s  of AS 08.86. 
130(3). T h e r e f o r e ,  it w o u l d  be i l l e g a l  to d e n y  a p e r s o n  
w i t h  this type of e x p e r i e n c e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to take the 
e x a m i n a t i o n .

D e l a y i n g  a n d  d e n i a l  of l i c e n s u r e  for q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  
n o t  o n l y  d i s c o u r a g e s  a p p l i c a n t s ,  but also a f f e c t s  the p u b l i c  
b e s t  i n t erests. In a L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  s e n t  
to l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  50% of those r e s p o n d i n g  sa i d  they 
b e l i e v e d  t h e r e  is a s h o r t a g e  of p s y c h o l o g i s t s  in the State. 
T h i r t y - n i n e  p e r c e n t  r e s p o n d e d  that t h ere w a s  no p s y c h o l o g i s t  
s h o r t a g e  and 11% h a d  no opinion. In addition, a p r o p o s e d  
r e p o r t  b y  the S t a t e w i d e  H e a l t h  C o o r d i n a t i n g  C o u n c i l  d a t e d  
S e p t e m b e r ,  1978, n o t e d  t h a t  fa m i l y  v i o l e n c e ,  c h i l d  a b u s e  and 
neglect, v i o l e n t  c r i m e s  and a l c o h o l  a b u s e  are m a j o r  m e n t a l  
h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s  in Alaska.

In January, 1977, the M e n t a l  H e a l t h  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l ,  a 
c i t i z e n  a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l  to the D i v i s i o n  o f  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  
and D e v e l o p m e n t  D i s a b i l i t i e s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and 
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  l i s t e d  n u m e r o u s  
p r o b l e m s  c o n c e r n i n g  the l i c e n s i n g  of p s y c h o l o g i s t s  by the 
Board. T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  that t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  
t h r e a t e n  the v i a b i l i t y  of m a n y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s  in 
Alaska. S t a t u t e s  r e q u i r e  the d i r e c t o r  of t h e s e  p r o g r a m s  to 
have an A l a s k a n  p s y c h o l o g i s t  license.

P s y c h o l o g y  r e g u l a t i o n s  ha v e  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  b u t  h a v e  not 
b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e  as of S e p t e m b e r  30, 1978. E f f e c t i v e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  w i l l  h e l p  g u i d e  the B o a r d  to c o n s i s t e n t l y  
l i c e n s e  q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s .  However, if r e g u l a t i o n s  are 
not p r o m p t l y  i m p l e m e n t e d ,  th e n  it is r e c o m m e n d e d  that 
l e g i s l a t i o n  be i n t r o d u c e d  to c l a r i f y  AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 1 3 0 ( 3 ) .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2
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R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 3

Th e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  o p e n l y  c o n d u c t  its m e e t i n g s  a n d  p r o v i d e  
d o c u m e n t a t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  its d e l i b e r a t i o n s  a n d  d e c i s i o n s .

The B o a r d  is c o n d u c t i n g  its d e l i b e r a t i o n s  a n d  p a r t s  of 
its m e e t i n g s  in s e crecy. In addit i o n ,  t h e r e  is i n s u f f i c i e n t  
d o c u m e n t a t i o n  to i d e n t i f y  its d e c i s i o n s .  E x a m p l e s  are:

1. B o a r d  d i d  n o t  a l l o w  l i c e n s e  e x a m i n e r s  to r e c o r d  or 
take m i n u t e s  of  the f i r s t  h a l f  o f  a p u b l i c  m e e t i n g .

2. M i n u t e s  a r e  a m b i g u o u s  as to w h a t  the B o a r d  has 
de cided.

3. T h e r e  is n o  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  in the f i les i d e n t i f y i n g  
B o a r d  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  actions.

A m b i g u o u s  m i n u t e s  a n d  l a c k  of d o c u m e n t a t i o n  in the a p p l i c a n t s '  
files ha v e  c a u s e d  l i c e n s i n g  p r o b l e m s .  For i n s t ance, an 
a p p l i c a n t  t o o k  the S t a t e  p s y c h o l o g y  e x a m i n a t i o n  two y e a r s  
ago a n d  passed. T.-.e c u r r e n t  B o a r d  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  g r a n t e d  the 
a p p l i c a n t  his lic e n s e ,  b e c a u s e  they say the p r i o r  B o a r d  
d e c i d e d  the p e r s o n  w a s  n o t  q u a l i f i e d .  B o a r d  m i n u t e s  s u p p o r t  
the c u r r e n t  B o a r d ' s  p o s i t i o n .  How e v e r ,  t h e r e  is c o n f l i c t i n g  
d o c u m e n t a t i o n  in the a p p l i c a n t ' s  f o l d e r  as to w h e t h e r  the 
a p p l i c a n t  w a s  a p p r o v e d  by the p r i o r  B o a r d  o r  a l l o w e d  to take 
the e x a m i n a t i o n  w i t h  o n l y  o n e  B o a r d  m e m b e r ' s  appro v a l .

In o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s ,  we  f o u n d  no e v i d e n c e  in six l i c e n s e d  
p s y c h o l o g i s t  files i d e n t i f y i n g  that the B o a r d  a p p r o v e d  t h eir 
l i c e n s e s .

AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 2 ( a ) ( 2 )  s t a tes:

"It is the p o l i c y  of the s t a t e  that it is the i n t e n t  of 
the l a w  t h a t  a c t i o n s  of those u n its ( g o v e r n m e n t a l  
units) be t a k e n  o p e n l y  and that t h e i r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  be 
c o n d u c t e d  o p e n l y . "

Th i s  s t a t u t e  c o v e r s  all m e e t i n g s  of a b o a r d  and, the r e f o r e ,  
s h o u l d  be s t r i c t l y  a d h e r e d  to. W i t h o u t  c o m p l i a n c e ,  the 
B o a r d  g i v e s  the i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  the d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  
is n o t  for p u b l i c  k n o w l e d g e .  Also, it is d i f f i c u l t  for 
B o a r d  m e m b e r s  a n d  o t h e r s  to d e t e r m i n e  and t r a c e  the r e a s o n s  
for p r i o r  B a o r d  d e c i s i o n s  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  (see 
the O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .
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The B o a r d  s h o u l d  c o m p l y  w i t h  the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  a d v i c e  
and in t h o s e  c a s e s  w h e r e  the B o a r d  d i s r e g a r d s  th i s  a d v ice, 
the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  s h o u l d  i n f o r m  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  t h u t  th e y  
m a y  be p e r s o n a l l y  l i a b l e  for t h e i r  a c t i o n s .

S e v e r a l  c a s e s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  w h e r e  the B o a r d  has d i s r e g a r d e d  
the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  advice. S u c h  a c t i o n s  by the B o a r d  
c o u l d  e x p o s e  t h e  S t a t e  to c o s t l y  l i t i g a t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g s .

F o r  exa m p l e ,  the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  r e c e n t l y  a d v i s e d  the B o a r d  
t h a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  a p p l i c a n t  w a s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  l i c e n s u r e .
The a p p l i c a n t  p a s s e d  the p s y c h o l o g y  e x a m i n a t i o n  in 1976 w i t h  
the a p p r o v a l  of a p r i o r  B o a r d  chairman. T h e  c u r r e n t  B o a r d  
r e f u s e d  to l i c e n s e  the a p p l i c a n t  b e c a u s e  B o a r d  m i n u t e s  sh o w  
th a t  the p r i o r  B o a r d  d i s a p p r o v e d  o f  the a p p l i c a n t ' s  e l i g i­
bility. AS 0 8 . 8 6 . 1 2 0  st a t e s  that a p e r s o n  w h o  p a s s e d  the 
e x a m i r a t i o n  g i v e n  by the B o a r d  is e n t i t l e d  to be  l i c e n s e d  as 
a p s y c h o l o g i s t .

In addition, the B o a r d  r e f u s e d  to h o n o r  an a g r e e m e n t  m a d e  by 
the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Lav/ w i t h  a l i c e n s e  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  c h a r g e d  
that the p s y c h o l o g y  e x a m i n a t i o n  w a s  unfair. The a g r e e m e n t  
w as for the a p p l i c a n t  to take o n l y  p a r t  of the e x a m i n a t i o n  
again. The B o a r d  w a n t e d  the a p p l i c a n t  to r e t a k e  all of the 
e x a m i n a t i o n  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 7).

By r e f u s i n g  to f o l l o w  its c o u n s e l ,  w h o  is the A t t o r n e y  
General, the B o a r d  n o t  o n l y  e x p o s e s  the S t a t e  to l i t i g a t i o n  
p r o c e e d i n g s ,  b u t  ilso m e m b e r s  can b e c o m e  p e r s o n a l l y  l i a b l e  
for a c t i o n s  taken.

The B o a r d  has c h a n g e d  its p o s i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the a b o v e  two 
cases. It r e c e n t l y  l i c e n s e d  the f irst i n d i v i d u a l  d i s c u s s e d  
a b ove and is a l l o w i n g  the s e c o n d  p e r s o n  to ta k e  p a r t  of the 
p s y c h o l o g y  e x a m i n a t i o n  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  the A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l ' s  a g r e e m e n t .  The d e c i s i o n  was m a d e  a f t e r  the B o a r d  
l i s t e n e d  to the a d v i c e  of O L  o f f i c i a l s  and a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
of the A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  office.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 5

The B o a r d  s h o u l d  u p d a t e  its a p p l i c a t i o n  forms a n d  r e g u­
lations in o r d e r  to p r o m p t l y  p r o c e s s  and a n a l y z e  a p p l i­
cations"

It taxes the B o a r d  a n  a v e r a g e  of 28 weeks, o r  o v e r  6 m o n t h s ,  
to r e c e i v e  an a p p l i c a t i o n  and m a k e  a final d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of 
w h e t h e r  the a p p l i c a n t  is q u a l i f i e d .  S u c h  long d e l a y s  are a 
r e s u l t  of:

A. I n c o n s i s t e n t  l i c e n s i n g  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2);

B. R e q u e s t s  by the B o a r d  for a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
f r o m  a p p l i c a n t s ;  and

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 4

STATE OF ALASK A 1 2 D IVISIO N  OF L E G IS LA T IV E  A U D IT



T h e  B o a r d  m a d e  o v e r  10 r e q u e s t s  in the last t h r e e  y e a r s  for 
a p p l i c a n t s  to s u p p l y  m o r e  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  
p o s t - d o c t o r a l  s u p e r v i s e d  e x p e r i e n c e .  A p p l i c a t i o n  forms a n d  
v e r i f i c a t i o n  f orms o f  p o s t - d o c t o r a l  s u p e r v i s e d  e x p e r i e n c e  
and o u t - o f - s t a t e  l i c e n s e s  s h o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  the a p p l i c a n t  
su b m i t  s u f f i c i e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  so t h e  B o a r d  c a n  p r o p e r l y  
e v a l u a t e  the a p p l i c a n t ' s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .

In addition, the B o a r d  s h o u l d  list in r e g u l a t i o n s  those 
states \ ho s e  s t a t u t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  are s i m i l a r  a n d  d i s­
sim i l a r  to A l a s k a ' s  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  This w o u l d  b e t t e r  i n f o r m  
a p p l i c a n t s  of w h e t h e r  they are q u a l i f i e d  for e n d o r s e m e n t  o r  
for the e x a m i n a t i o n .

A n d  finally, the B o a r d  s h o u l d  d e v e l o p  s t a n d a r d  p r o c e d u r e s  
and g u i d e l i n e s  for e v a l u a t i n g  and l i c e n s i n g  a p p l i c a n t s .
W r i t t e n  g u i d e l i n e s  f o l l o w e d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  by the B o a r d  s h o u l d  
h e l p  lower the a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s i n g  time to a m o r e  r e a s o n­
abl e  average.

Recommendation No. 6

The B o a r d  s h o u l d  d e v e l o p  a m o r e  a g g r e s s i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
p o l i c y  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  c l e a r  r e g u l a t i o n s  for l i c e n s i n g  
v i o l a t i o n s  and by p r o m p t l y  filing c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  t hose . 
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  w h o  v i o l a t e  the l a w .

AS 0 0 . 8 6 . 1 8 0  and AS 0 8 . 8 6 . 1 8 5  s t a t e  that no p e r s o n  m a y  
p r a c t i c e  or o f f e r  to p r a c t i c e  p s y c h o l o g y ,  c o u n s e l i n g ,  and 
p s y c h o m e t r i c s  u n l e s s  t h a t  p e r s o n  is a l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t  
or p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e ,  or s p e c i f i c a l l y  e x e m p t  by the 
statutes. In a d d i t i o n ,  the s t a t u t e s  f u r t h e r  d e f i n e  that a 
p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  t h e s e  s t a t u t e s  is g u i l t y  of a m i s d e­
meanor.

T h e r e  are at  l e a s t  four u n l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  in A l a s k a  
w h o  m a y  be a d v e r t i s i n g  and p r a c t i c i n g  p s y c h o l o g y  o r  c o u n­
seli n g  in v i o l a t i o n  of AS 0 8 . 8 6 . 1 8 0  and 08.86.185. In 
a ddition, s e v e r a l  l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  
in a L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  that p s y c h o l o g i s t s  
e d u c a t e d  in a r e a s  o t h e r  than c l i n i c a l  p s y c h o l o g y  m a y  o b t a i n  
a l i c e n s e  a n d  p r a c t i c e  c l i n i c a l  p s y c h o l o g y  w i t h o u t  b e ing 
q u a l i f i e d  to do so.

AS 0 8 . 8 6 . 2 2 0  a l l o w s  the B o a r d  to r e s t r i c t  the p r a c t i c e  of a 
l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t  by s p e c i a l t y ,  up o n  a f i n d i n g  that 
there is a d e m o n s t r a t e d  p r o b l e m  w i t h  c o m p e t e n c e ,  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
e d u c a t i o n  o r  health. However, a c c o r d i n g  to i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
files and B o a r d  m e e t i n g  m i n u t e s ,  the B o ard has n e v e r  s o u g h t  
to do so. N o r  has it c o m p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  to p r o v i d e  g u i d a n c e  
in this i n v e s t i g a t i v e  area.

In o r d e r  to a d e q u a t e l y  p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c  f r o m  the p r a c t i c e  
of u n l i c e n s e d  a n d  u n q u a l i f i e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
a s s o c i a t e s ,  the B o a r d  s h o u l d  imple m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h

C. L a c k  o f  w r i t t e n  g u i d e l i n e s  for lic e n s u r e .
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s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e f i n e  u n d e r  w h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  a l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o­
logis t  m a y  be r e s t r i c t e d  to by spe c i a l t y .  Also, the B o a r d  
sho u l d  p r o m p t l y  file c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  a n y  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  
v i o l a t i n g  the A l a s k a  p s y c h o l o g y  statutes.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 7

The B o a r d  s h o u l d  d e v e l o p  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  a te s t  m a n u a l  for the 
e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  to l i c e n s e  a p p l i c a n t s .

S e v e r a l  r e s p o n d e n t s  to a L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
sent to l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  in the S t a t e  n o t e d  t h a t  the 
e s s a y  and o r a l  q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  e x a c t l y  identical. A  r e v i e w  
of p a s t  tests s h ows th a t  the B o a r d  m a d e  no m a r k s  of g r a d i n g  
on the te s t  sheets. In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  are no w r i t t e n  
s t a n d a r d  a n s w e r s  or  g r a d e  s h e e t s  w i t h  w h i c h  the B o a r d  c a n  
p r o p e r l y  e v a l u a t e  and g r a d e  a p p l i c a n t s '  tests. A l r e a d y  one 
e x a m i n e e  has c h a r g e d  t h a t  the e x a m i n a t i o n  is u n f a i r  (see 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 3).

In the E t h i c a l  S t a n d a r d s  of P s y c h o l o g i s t s  p u b l i s h e d  by the 
A m e r i c a n  P s y c h o l o g y  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( A P A ) , P r i n c i p l e  8 s t a t e s  
that a p e r s o n  e x a m i n e d  nas the r i g h t  to k n o w  the r e s u l t s  and 
the data on  w h i c h  the j u d g e m e n t s  w e r e  made. It a l s o  sta t e s  
that a test m a n u a l  s h o u l d  be c o m p o s e d  that f ully d e s c r i b e s  
the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the test, the r a t i o n a l e  and the e v i d e n c e  
of v a l i d i t y  a n d  r e l i a b i l i t y .

The B o a r d  s h o u l d  f o l l o w  the A P A  e t h i c a l  s t a n d a r d s  b y  p r o­
pos i n g  and i m p l e m e n t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  and a test manual. Su c h  
a c t i o n s  wi l l  h e l p  the B o a r d  t r eat all a p p l i c a n t s  in a c o n­
sistent m a n n e r  and a v o i d  c o s t l y  l i t i g a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  the 
Board.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 8

L e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  be i n t r o d u c e d  to c h a n g e  l i c e n s i n g  s t a t u t e s  
for p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s  in o r d e r  to e n c o u r a g e  m o r e  
q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  to a p p l y  and b e c o m e  l i c e n s e d  in tEe 
S t a t e .

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s  i n c l u d e  t h ose p e r s o n s  p r a c t i c i n g ,  
c o u n s e l i n g  and a d m i n i s t e r i n g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n  and 
g u i d a n c e  tests. A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  r e q u i r e  that a p p l i c a n t s  
q u a l i f i e d  to be l i c e n s e d  as p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s  m u s t  
take an e x a m i n a t i o n .  In o r d e r  to take the e x a m i n a t i o n ,  an 
a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  ha v e  at l e ast three y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  two of 
w h i c h  m u s t  be in Alaska.

As of S e p t e m b e r  30, 1978, t h ere are o n l y  3 l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o­
logical a s s o c i a t e s  in the State. O t h e r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i­
ates who are s t a t u t o r i l y  e x e m p t  from b eing l i c e n s e d  may also 
be p r a c t i c i n g  in the State. H owever, at l e a s t  two a p p l i­
cants w e r e  d e n i e d  l i c e n s u r e  in the last three y e a r s  b e c a u s e  
of the l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  O t h e r s  m a y  ha v e  b e e n  d i s­
cou r a g e d  from applying. By r e m o v i n g  the r e q u i r e m e n t  for 
A l a s k a n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  the s t a t u t e s  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  m o r e  q u a l i f i e d
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A n o t h e r  m e t h o d  to e n c o u r a g e  m o r e  q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  w i t h o u t  
l o w e r i n g  s t a n d a r d s  is to a l l o w  o u t - o f - s t a t e  q u a l i f i e d  l i c e n s e d  
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  to o b t a i n  t h e i r  A l a s k a  l i c e n s e  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  
the e x a m i n a t i o n .  E n d o r s e m e n t  is c u r r e n t l y  a l l o w e d  for 
p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  but n o t  for p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N o . 9

L e g i s l a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  r e q u i r i n g  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u­
ca t i o n  for p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s .

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s  are a c u t e l y  a ware 
of the p u b l i c ' s  t r u s t  that they m a i n t a i n  t n e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
competency.. R e q u i r e d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  is o n e  m e a n s  of 
f u l f i l l i n g  that trust. In a d d i tion, a p r o g r a m  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  a s s i s t  in a v o i d i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o b s o l e s e n c e  
and k e e p  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a w are of c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  in the 
profession.

T w e n t y - t w o  of 28 p s y c h o l o g i s t s  r e s p o n d e d  to a L e g i s l a t i v e  
A u d i t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  that they b e l i e v e d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
s h o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  for t h eir p r o f e s s i o n .  In a d d i t i o n ,  the 
A m e r i c a n  P s y c h o l o g y  A s s o c i a t i o n  e n d o r s e s  the c o n c e p t  and has 
d e t e r m i n e d  th a t  11 st a t e s  r e q u i r e  it.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 10

The B o a r d  s h o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  formal goals, o b j e c t i v e s  and 
q u a n t i f i a b l e  m e a s u r e s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  be i n c l u d e d  in the. OL ' s  
b u d g e t  d o c u m e n t .

O b j e c t i v e s  d e s c r i b e  w h a t  an a g e n c y  or B o a r d  is s e e k i n g  to 
a c c o m p l i s h  d u r i n g  a s p e c i f i c  year. W e l l  f o r m u l a t e d  o b j e c­
tives are c a p a b l e  of m e a s u r e m e n t  and s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  n u m e r i c a l  
t a r gets so that a c t u a l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  can be c o m p a r e d  w i t h  
s t a t e d  targets. W i t h o u t  goals and o b j e c t i v e s ,  the B o a r d ' s  
p e r f o r m a n c e  c a n n o t  be a d e q u a t e l y  e v a l u a t e d  and analyzed.

OL e s t a b l i s h e d  its o w n  b u d g e t  goals a n d  o b j e c t i v e s .  The 
b u d g e t  d o c u m e n t s  do not i n c l u d e  any g o a l s  or  m e a s u r e s  for 
i n d i v i d u a l  boards. W i t h o u t  the B o a r d ' s  g o a l s  a n d  m e a s u r e s  
b e i n g  i d e n t i f i e d  or m e a s u r e d  n e i t h e r  the G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  
nor the L e g i s l a t u r e  can e v a l u a t e  the B o a r d ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  
(see the OL  P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

a p p l i c a n t s  to b e c o m e  l i c e n s e d  and p r a c t i c e  in t h e  State.
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T h e  D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  s h o u l d  d e v e l o p  a 
p r o c e d u r e  m a n u a l  for the l i c e n s i n g  e x a m i n e r  s u p p o r t i n g  
the B o a r d .

C u i r r e n t l v  the l i c e n s i n g  e x a m i n e r  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  B o a r d  has 
nc p r o c e d u r e  m a n u a l  w i t h  w h i c h  to g u i d e  h i s / h e r  actions.
T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  five l i c e n s e  e x a m i n e r s  f o r  t h e  B o a r d  in  the 
l a s t  two years. W i t h  this h i g h  t u r n o v e r ,  it is n e c e s s a r y  
t h a t  t h e r e  are s t a n d a r d  g u i d e l i n e s  to h e l p  n e w  a n d  old 
e m p l o y e e s .

It is r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t  the D i v i s i o n  e n l i s t  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  the 
B o a r d  to c o n s t r u c t  s p e c i f i c  g u i d e l i n e s  for the e x a m i n e r .
T h i s  w i l l  h e l p  to e n s u r e  that the m a n u a l  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t s  
any l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e d u r e  c h a n g e s  m a d e  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  R e c o m­
m e n d a t i o n  No. 2.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 11
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A N A L Y S I S  OF P U B L I C  N E E D

L i m i t e d  A n a l y s i s

The f o l l o w i n g  a n a l y s e s  i n d i c a t e  b o t h  p o s i t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e  
a t t a i n m e n t s  as B o a r d  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e  to the p u b l i c  n e e d  
f a c t o r s  d e f i n e d  in the "Sunset" law. T h e s e  a n a l y s e s  are 
n o t  i n t e n d e d  to be c o m p r e h e n s i v e  in n a t u r e ,  b u t  a d d r e s s  t h ose 
areas we  w e r e  a b l e  to c o v e r  w i t h i n  the s c o p e  of o u r  review.

I. T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s s i o n  o r  p r o g r a m
has o p e r a t e d  in the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

1. T h e  B o a r d  has i n c o n s i s t e n t l y  a p p l i e d  the p s y c h o­
logy l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  l i s t e d  in the A l a s k a  
S t a t u t e s .  The B o a r d  has a l s o  d e n i e d  s e v e r a l  
a p p a r e n t l y  q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  the o p p o r t u n i t y
to ta k e  the p s y c h o l o g y  e x a m i n a t i o n .  S u c h  p o l i c i e s  
are n o t  in the p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  (see 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2). (

2. In J a n u a r y ,  1977, the M e n t a l  H e a l t h  A d v i s o r y  
C o u n c i l ,  a c i t i z e n  a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l  to the 
D i v i s i o n  of M e n t a l  H e a l t h  and D e v e l o p m e n t  D i s a­
bil i t i e s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r i v -  
ices, p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  l i s t e d  n u m e r o u s  
p r o b l e m s  c o n c e r n i n g  the l i c e n s i n g  of p s y c h o l o g i s t s  
b y  the Board. The r e s o l u t i o n  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d
t h a t  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  t h r e a t e n  the v i a b i l i t y  of 
m a n y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s  in Alaska. S t a t u t e s  
r e q u i r e  the d i r e c t o r  of t h e s e  p r o g r a m s  to h a v e  
an A l a s k a n  p s y c h o l o g i s t  license.

3. T h e  B o a r d  has b e e n  d i s r e g a r d i n g  the A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l ' s  adv i c e  w h i c h  c o u l d  e x p o s e  the S t a t e  to 
c o s t l y  l i t i g a t i o n  p r o c e e d i n g s  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
N o . 4) .

4. S e v e r a l  u n l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  o r  p s y c h o­
lo g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s  m a y  be a d v e r t i s i n g  or p r a c­
ti c i n g  as p s y c h o l o g i s t s  o r  c o u n s e l o r s  in v i o­
la t i o n  of A l a s k a  Statutes. In o r d e r  to b e t t e r  
p r o t e c t  the public, the B o a r d  n e e d s  to d e v e l o p  a 
m o r e  a g r e s s i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  p o l i c y  (see R e c o m­
m e n d a t i o n  No. 6).

5. T h e  B o a r d  has p r o p o s e d  b u t  n o t  i m p l e m e n t e d  r e g u­
la t i o n s  d e f i n i n g  s t a n d a r d s  for l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e­
ments. This o c c u r r e d  t h ree y e a r s  a f t e r  a p r i o r  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  r e p o r t  d a t e d  A u g u s t  5, 1975, 
r e c o m m e n d e d  that r e g u l a t i o n s  be a d o p t e d  and 
i m p l e m e n t e d  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 2).
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II. T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the o p e r a t i o n  o f  the board, c o m­
mi s s i o n ,  o r  a g e n c y  p r o g r a m  has b e e n  i m p e d e d  o r  e n h a n c e d  
b y  e x i s t i n g  statutes, p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h  
it has a d o p t e d ,  a n d  any o t h e r  m a t t e r /  i n c l u d i n g  
b u d g e t a r y ,  r e s o u r c e ,  and p e r s o n n e l  m a t t e r s .

1. T h e  D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  (OL) has 
n o t  m a i n t a i n e d  u p d a t e d  r e c o r d s , files a n d  s t a­
ti s t i c s  for B o a r d  use (see the O L  P e r f o r m a n c e  
A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

2. I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  p r o c e s s e d  b y  the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s e c t i o n  of O L  in a t i m e l y  m a n n e r  
T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  o v e r  
two y e a r s  o l d  (see the OL P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  
R e p o r t ) .

3. S t a t u t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for l i c e n s i n g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
a s s o c i a t e s  are u n n e c e s s a r i l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  by r e­
q u i r i n g  two of the t h r e e  y e a r s  of a c q u i r e d  
e x p e r i e n c e  to be c o m p l e t e d  in A l a s k a  (see R e c o m­
m e n d a t i o n  No. 8) .

III. The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s s i o n  o r  ag e n c y
has r e c o m m e n d e d  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  are g e n e r a l l y  
of b e n e f i t  to the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

1. T h e  B o a r d  has m a d e  two r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  for
s t a t u t o r y  changes. The f i r s t  w o u l d  h a v e  r e q u i r e d  
t h a t  a p p l i c a n t s  h a v e  o n e  y e a r  of c o n t i n u o u s  
r e s i d e n c y  in A l a s k a  b e f o r e  b e i n g  licensed. It 
is d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  this is in the p u b l i c ' s  
i n t e r e s t ,  s i n c e  it w o u l d  d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o  j u s t  m o v e d  fr o m  o t h e r  states.

T h e  o t h e r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  was to d e l e t e  the 
s t a t u t e s  w h i c h  e x e m p t  g o v e r n m e n t a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  
a n d  p r i v a t e  a g e n c y  s u p e r v i s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  and 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e s  f r o m  b e i n g  licensed.
We  h a v e  f o u n d  no e v i d e n c e  w h i c h  d e m o n s t r a t e s  
t h a t  there is a ne e d  for this c h a n g e  in the 
s t a t u t e s .

IV. T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n c y  
has e n c o u r a g e d  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  to r e p o r t  to it 
c o n c e r n i n g  the e f f e c t  of its r e g u l a t i o n s  and d e c i s i o n s  
on the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of s ervice, e c o n o m y  of service, 
and a v a i l a b i l i t y  of s e r v i c e  w h i c h  it has p r o v i d e d .

1. W e  n o t e d  no e v i d e n c e  w h i c h  d e m o n s t r a t e s  B o ard 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t .
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V. T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n c y
has e n c o u r a g e d  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h e  m a k i n g  of 
i t s r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  d e c i s i o n s .

1. T h e  B o a r d  a p p e a r s  to c o n d u c t  its d e l i b e r a t i o n s  
and m e e t i n g s  in s e c r e c y  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No.
3) .

2. D u r i n g  the p a s t  four ye a r s ,  t h i r t y - f o u r  p e r s o n s  
o t h e r  th a n  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  and S t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  
w e r e  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  B o a r d  m e e t i n g s  as r e c o r d e d  
by B o a r d  min u t e s .  M a n y  of t h o s e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
a t t e n d e d  t h r e e  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  to d i s c u s s  the 
p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  O t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e  
a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  o t h e r  l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s .

3. The B o a r d  a d v e r t i s e s  in s e v e r a l  n e w s p a p e r s  to 
e n c o u r a g e  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  D u r i n g  the last 
t h r e e  years, the a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  a v e r a g e d  a p p r o x i­
m a t e l y  one a d v e r t i s e m e n t  p e r  p a p e r  for ea c h  
m e e t i n g .  A l s o  the a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  for e x a m i­
na t i o n s  a v e r a g e d  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  a d v e r­
t i s e m e n t  per paper. No a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  w e r e  
p u b l i s h e d  for p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  on p r o p o s e d  r e g u­
latio n s  w h i c h  is in v i o l a t i o n  of the A d m i n i s­
t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e s  Act. H o w e v e r ,  n o t i c e s  of the 
m e e t i n g s  w e r e  s e n t  to i n t e r e s t e d  a g e n c i e s ,  w h i c h  
i n c l u d e  the A l a s k a  P s y c h o l o g y  A s s o c i a t i o n  and 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  clinics, and s e n t  to n e w s p a p e r s  
w h i c h  d i d  n o t  p u b l i s h  them.

V I . The e f f i c i e n c y  w i t h  w h i c h  p u b l i c  i n q u i r i e s  o r  c o m p l a i n t s  
r e g a r d i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the board, c o m m i s s ion or 
a g e n c y  f i l e d  w i t h  it, w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t  to w h i c h  a 
b o a r d  or c o m m i s s i o n  is a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  a s s i g n e d ,  or 
w i t h  the O f f i c e  of the O m b u d s m a n  h a v e  b e e n  p r o c e s s e d  
and r e s o l v e d .

1. Two c o m p l a i n t s  w e r e  f iled a n d  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by
the O m b u d s m a n ' s  Office. One was r e g a r d i n g  a
d e n i a l  of l i c e n s e  by the Board; the o t h e r  was
a c o m p l a i n t  a b o u t  OL m i s p l a c i n g  a r e c e i p t  for a 
t e m p o r a r y  license. The f i r s t  c o m p l a i n t  was 
l a b e l e d  by the O m b u d s m a n ' s  O f f i c e  as a c o m p l a i n t  
" u n s u p p o r t e d "  and was "re c t i f i e d " .  The o t h e r  
w as f o u n d  to be " j u s t i f i e d "  a n d  " r e c t ified".

2. A  c o m p l a i n t  w a s  r e c o r d e d  w i t h  O L  a b o u t  the
f a i r n e s s  of P P A E ' s  e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e  c o m p l a i n t
w as r e s o l v e d  w i t h  an a g r e e m e n t  w h e r e b y  the 
a p p l i c a n t  o n l y  has to r e t a k e  o n l y  p a r t  of  the 
e x a m i n a t i o n  (see R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  No. 4).
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VII. The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  a b o a r d  o r  c o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h
r e g u l a t e s  e n t r y  into an o c c u p a t i o n  o r  p r o f e s s i o n  has 
p r e s e n t e d  q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  to s e r v e  t h e  p u b l i c .

1. A  s m a l l  n u m b e r  of c o m p l a i n t s  are r e c o r d e d  w i t h  
OL  a g a i n s t  state p s y c h o l o g y  p r a c t i t i o n e r s .
T h e r e  w e r e  e i g h t  c o m p l a i n t s  in four y e a r s  (see 
A p p e n d i x  B ) .

VIII. The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  state p e r s o n n e l  p r a c t i c e s , i n c l u d i n g  
a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l i e d  
w i t h  by  the board, c o m m i s s i o n  or  a g e n c y  to its own 
a c t i v i t i e s  and the ar e a  of a c t i v i t y  or  i n t e r e s t .

1. P s y c h o l o g y  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  a p p l i­
cat i o n s  r e q u i r e  u n n e c e s s a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u c h  as 
an a p p l i c a n t ' s  age and p i c t u r e  (see the O L  
P e r f o r m a n c e  A u d i t  R e p o r t ) .

IX. The e x t e n t  to w h i c h  s t a tutory, r e g u l a t o r y ,  b u d g e t i n g  
or o t h e r  c h a n g e s  are n e c e s s a r y  to e n a b l e  the agency, 
b o a r d  or c o m m i s s i o n  to b e t t e r  s e r v e  the i n t e r e s t s  of 
the p u b l i c  and to c o m p l y  w i t h  the f a c t o r s  e n u m e r a t e d  
in this s u b s e c t i o n .

P l e a s e  r e f e r  to the p r e v i o u s  s e ction, F i n d i n g s  and 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .
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A P P E N D I X  A

B O A R D  OF P S Y C H O L O G I S T  A N D  
P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  A S S O C I A T E  E X A M I N E R S  

R E V E N U E S  C O M P A R E D  W I T H  E X P E N D I T U R E S  
F i s c a l  Y e a r  1978 

(UNAUDITED)

A v e r a g e  R e v e n u e  (see S c h e d u l e  1 and N o t e  1) 

E x p e n d i t u r e s  (see N o t e  2)

E x c e s s  of E x p e n d i t u r e s  O v e r  R e v e n u e s

$ 2,100 

20,000  

$(17,900)

S c h e d u l e  1 
T y p e s  of R e v e n u e s

R e v e n u e s

P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  P s y c h o­
logic a l  A s s o c i a t e s

A p p l i c a t i o n  F e e  
R e n e w a l  Fee 
B i e n n i a l  F e e
O u t - o f - S t a t e  L i c e n s e  Fee 
T e m p o r a r y  L i c e n s e  Fee 
D u p l i c a t e  L i c e n s e  F e e

E x a m i n a t i o n  F e e

A m o u n t

$50
50
50
50
10

2

30

C o l l e c t i o n  T i m e

W i t h  a p p l i c a t i o n
W i t h  r e n e w a l  of a p p l i c a t i o n
B i e n n i a l l y
W i t h  i s s u a n c e  of l i c e n s e  
W i t h  i s s u a n c e  of l i c e n s e  
W i t h  i s s u a n c e  of d u p l i c a t e  

l i c e n s e
W i t h  t a k i n g  the P r o f e s s i o n a l  

E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e  E x a m i n a t i o n

N o t e  1

M o s t  of the p s y c h o l o g y  r e v e n u e s  are c o m p o s e d  of r e n e w a l  r e g i s­
tr a t i o n  fees. T h e s e  fees are c o l l e c t e d  o n c e  e v e r y  two y e a r s  
and c a u s e  r e v e n u e s  in o n e  y e a r  to be m u c h  g r e a t e r  than the 
r e v e n u e s  c o l l e c t e d  in the n e x t  year. T h e r e f o r e ,  w e  c a l c u l a t e d  
and r e p o r t e d  an  a v e r a g e  of the r e v e n u e s  c o l l e c t e d  in fiscal 
y e a r  1977 and 1978 in o r d e r  to o b t a i n  an a c c u r a t e  r e p r e s e n­
tation of c o l l e c t e d  revenues.

N o t e  2

E x p e n d i t u r e s  i n c u l d e  t h o s e  m a d e  by B o a r d  m e m b e r s ,  such as 
tr a v e l  and p e r  d i e m  a n d  an a l l o c a t e d  p e r c e n t a g e  (estimated) 
of t otal a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e x p e n s e s  of OL. T h e y  d o  n o t  i n c l u d e  
e x p e n d i t u r e s  for e f f o r t s  of o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  s u c h  as the 
D e p a r t m e n t  of Law, th a t  m a y  be a s s i s t i n g  the B o a r d  and OL.
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C O M P L A I N T S  A N D  iADMINISTRATIVE 
S T A T I S T I C S

S c h e d u l e  1 
C o m p l a i n t s  A g a i n s t  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  and 

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e s

1 9 7 8 1 1977 1976 1975 T o t a l

M a l p r a c t i c e  C o m p l a i n t s 0 0 0 2 2
I n s u r a n c e  P r o b l e m s 0 1 0 0 1
P r a c t i c i n g  W i t h o u t  L i c e n s e s 1 0 2 1 4
U n f a i r  P r a c t i c a l  E x a m i n a t i o n

g i v e n  b y  B o a r d 1 0 0 0 1

T o t a l 2 1 2 3 8

S c h e d u l e  2
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e S t a t i s t i c s

As of
O c t o b e r  13, 1978 

L i c e n s e d  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  52

L i c e n s e d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e s  3

B o a r d  M e e t i n g s :

A v e r a g e  n u m b e r  of m e e t i n g s  per y e a r  5 m e e t i n g s

A v e r a g e  T i m e  L e n g t h  p e r  M e e t i n g  4 h o u r s

(1) S t a t i s t i c s  as of S e p t e m b e r  30, 1978
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A P P E N D I X  C

Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  S E N T  T O  B O A R D  M E M B E R S

1. W h a t  do y o u  b e l i e v e  to be  the g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  of 
the B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  Assoc:.ate 
E x a m i n e r s ?

D e s c r i p t i o n

N u m b e r  of B o a r d  
M e m b e r s 1 R e s p o n s e s  
(see N o t e  1 a n d  2)

To f o r m u l a t e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to u p­
gra d e  s t a t u t e s .

To p r o t e c t  the A l a s k a n  p u b l i c  by e n­
su r i n g  the c o m p e t e n c e  of the p r o f e s­
sion t h r o u g h  a fa i r  and  i m p a r t i a l  
e x a m i n a t i o n  process.

To c o n d u c t  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s  a n d  hold  
p u b l i c  h e a ri ng s to d e t e r m i n e  best 
i n t e r e s t s  o f  the public.

To e s t a b l i s h  s ta n d a r d s  w h i c h  are c o m­
m e n s u r a t e  w i t h  best s ta nd a r d s  of  
o t h e r  states.

P r o t e c t i o n  o f  c o n s u m e r  fro m f r a u d u l e n t  
use a n d  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  by the 
p r o f e s s i o n  an d by u n q u a l i f i e d  
m e m b e r s .

Ma k e s u g g e s t i o n s  to the A l a s k a  St ate  
P s y c h o l o g y  Ass oci at ion . 1

H o w  d o e s  the B o a r d  m e a s u r e  its p r o g r e s s  in m e e t i n g  its 
g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s ?

D e s c r i p t i o n

E 81

N u m b e r  of B o a r d  
M e m b e r s 1 R e s p o n s e s

'■3h s t a n d a r d s  thro ugh  r eg u-  
l '8} w h i c h  when  a d o p t e d  and
ii,. r'ntedJ will a ch ie ve  our
obi )e.

E s t a b l i s h  a fa ir  a n d  im par ti al  
l i c e n s i n g  Board.

T h r o u g h  the n u m b e r  and  c a l i b e r  of  
s u c c e s s f u l  a p p l i c a n t s .
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Is t h e  s t a f f  f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d / o r  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s  a d e q u a t e  
to p e r f o r m  and e n f o r c e  all lav/s a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e­
l a t i n g  to the B o a r d  o f  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  
A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s ?  W h a t  s t a f f  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  are 
p r o v i d e d  a d e q u a t e l y ?  I n a d e q u a t e l y ?

N u m b e r  of Board 
D e s c r i p t i o n  Members' R e s p o n s e s

S t a f f  is a d e q u a t e . 3

I n a d e q u a t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  staff. 2

D o n 't know. 1

W h a t  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  the B o a r d  has
o p e r a t e d  in  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t ?

N u m b e r  of B o a r d  
D e s c r i p t i o n  Members' R e s p o n s e s

F e w  l a w su it s f o r  m a l p r a c t i c e  a ga i n s t  
l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s .

Only one O m b u d s m a n ' s  complaint.

B o a r d  has not l i c e n s e d  pe r s o n s  w i t h  
i n a d e q u a t e  c r e d e n t i a l s .

The d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s .

C an' t answer.

W h a t  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  the a b s e n c e  of 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  regul a t i c  s a n d / o r  the B o a r d  w o u l d  be 
d e t r i m e n t a l  to the p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t ?

N u m b e r  of B o a r d  
D e s c r i p t i o n  Members' R e s p o n s e s

S i n c e  B o a r d  has r e c e i v e d  ma ny  i n q u i r­
ies f r o m  a s p i r i n g  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  who 
n e v e r  a p pl y fo r l i c e n s u r e , it m i g h t  
be a s s u m e d  those p eo p l e  c o u l d  bec o me  
s e l f - a p p o i n t e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s . 1

E v er y st ate  has li ce ns in g laws for
p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  1

No h a r d  e v i d e n c e  e xc e p t  that B o a r d  is 
a w a r e  o f  p e r s o n s  p r a c t i c i n g , c o u n­
sel i n g  w h o s e  p r a c t i c e  is not h el pf ul  
a n d  is even  ha r m f u l  to the public. 1
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N u m b e r  of  B o a r d  
Members' R e s p o n s e sD e s c r i p t i o n

A c t i o n s  2?y t/ie A t t o r n e y  Ge n e r a I  have 
b e c o m e  n e c e s s a r y  b e c a : se o f  the 
v a g u e n e s s  o f  the li cen su re  s t a t u t e s , 
R e g u l a t i o n s  we re  e s s e n t i a l  vo c l a r i­
fy these cases

R e c u r r e n t  c o m p l a i n t s  o f  m i s r e p r e s e n­
tatio n a nd  u n e t h i c a l  p r a c t i c e  
e v i d e n c e  the n e e d  for  l i ce ns in g  
l a w s .

D o n ,M know.

H as the B o a r d  r e c o m m e n d e d  any s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  
are g e n e r a l l y  in the p u b l i c ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t ?

N u m b e r  of B o a r d  
M e m b e r s 'R e s p o n s e sD e s c r i p t i o n

The B o a r d  r e c o m m e n d e d  the d e l e t i o n  
o f  the st a t u t e  w h i c h  e x em pt s those 
u n l i c e n s e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  who are 
w o r k i n g  in g o v e r n m e n t a l , e d u­
c a t i o n a l  a n d  p r i v a t e  a g e n c i e s  w he re  
they c o u l d  be a p p r o p r i a t e l y  s u p e r­
vised.

Y e s , se v e r a l  s t a t u t o r y  c ha ng es  have 
be e n suggested.

No. H o w e v e r , they have p r o p o s e d  r e g u­
lati on s .

Has the B o a r d  m a d e  a n y  s t u d i e s  to d e t e r m i n e  if t h e r e  is 
a p s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t e  m a n p o w e r  
s h o r t a g e  in A l a s k a  or c e r t a i n  a reas of A l a s k a ?  W h a t  
w e r e  the studies' c o n c l u s i o n s ?  W h a t  do y o u  b e l i e v e  
is the m a n p o w e r  s i t u a t i o n ?

D e s c r i p t i o n

No.

Kn o w o f  an a c u te  s h o r ta ge  of  w e l l-  
q u a l i f i e d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s .

Don 't know.

N u m b e r  of B o a r d  
Members' R e s p o n s e s
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A r e  t h e r e  any s t a t u t e s  or r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  y o u  b e l i e v e  
to b e  o b s o l e t e ,  vague, u n d u l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  a n d / o r  
i n a d e q u a t e  to p r o v i d e  the B o a r d  w i t h  the r e s p o n s i­
b i l i t y  a n d  p o w e r  to p r o p e r l y  g o v e r n  the p u r p o s e  and 
a c t i v i t i e s  of the B o a r d ?  P l e a s e  l i s t  a n d  explain.

N u m b e r  of B o a r d  
Members' R e s p o n s e sD e s c r i p t i o n

Y es , but these have been sc ru t in i ze d , 
and changes are in the forthcoming 
r e g u l a t i o n s .

Psychological associate licensing 
standards do not exist.

W h a t  c h a n g e s  c o u l d  be m a d e  to the B o a r d  w h i c h  w o u l d  i m­
pro v e  its s e r v i c e  to the p u b l i c ?

D e s c r i p t i o n

There is concern that with three
professional members and two public 
members, the balance in a vote may 
be critical. Also, in the e x am i­
nation process, each public member 
has the same power to pass and fail 
test items as the professional 
members, thus making it morally 
impossible for a professional member 
to be absent for any reason.

The sc re e ni n g, testing, and interviewing 
process needs i m p r o v e m e n t s .

Addition of one more professional and 
public member would be helpful.

Don 1t know.

N u m b e r  of B o a r d  
Members' R e s p o n s e s

10. Why is the e s s a y  e x a m i n a t i o n  n e e d e d  in a d d i t i o n  to the 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  S e r v i c e  e x a m i n a t i o n ?

D e s c r i p t i o n

To test applicant on ethics and
problems unique to Alaska, including 
Alaska law.

To offer more criteria concerning the 
suitability of the c a n d i d a t e .

To be aligned with practices in other 
a t a t e s .

N u m b e r  of B o a r d  
Members' R e s p o n s e s

I STATE O F  ALASKA 2 7 D IVISIO N  O F L E G IS LA T IV E  A U D IT



11. Do  y o u  t h i n k  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  s h o u l d  
be e n a c t e d  b y  the L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d / o r  the Bo a r d ?

N u m b e r  of B o a r d  
D e s c r i p t i o n Members' R e s p o n s e s

Y e s . 3

C o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  be 
r e q u i r e d  only by the ac t i o n s  of 
the Board. 1

N o t e  1

T he q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  s e n t  to the 5 p r e s e n t  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  and 
1 p r i o r  B o a r d  m e m b e r  w h o s e  t e r m  had r e c e n t l y  e x pired. We 
r e c e i v e d  r e p l i e s  to o u r  q u e s t i o n s  f r o m  4 B o a r d  members. 
T h e r e f o r e #  the r e s p o n s e  r a t e  is 67%.

N o t e  2

E a c h  B o a r d  m e m b e r  r e s p o n d e d  to e a c h  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  s e v e r a l  
answers. T h e r e f o r e ,  t o t a l  r e s p o n s e s  tor e a c h  q u e s t i o n  m a y  
e x c e e d  the n u m b e r  of B o a r d  m e mbers.
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A P P E N D I X  D 

Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  S E N T  T O  P S Y C H O L O G I S T S

% R e s v o n s e s

Yes N o
No
O p i n i o

H a v e  y o u  b e e n  a b l e  to a t t e n d  a n y  p s y c h o­
logy s e m i n a r s  or c l a s s e s  a f t e r  b e i n g  
l i c e n s e d  w i t h i n  the l a s t  y e a r ? 86% 14% 0%

If so, h o w  m a n y  h o u r s  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u­
cat i o n  h a v e  y o u  h a d  this y e a r ?  A v er ag e 26 hours

Do y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s t a t e  laws s h o u l d  
r e q u i r e  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  b e f o r e  
p s y c h o l o g i s t  l i c e n s e s  are r e n e w e d ? 79% 14% 7%

H a v e  y o u  ever h a d  any c o n t a c t  w i t h  the 
B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  
A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s ? 79% 21% 0%

Do y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  the B o a r d  of P s y c h o­
log i s t  and P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  
E x a m i n e r s  has o p e r a t e d  in the p u b l i c ' s  
b e s t  inter e s t ? 58% 39% 3%

Do y o u  b e l i e v e  th a t  the B o a r d  of P s y c h o­
log i s t  and P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  
E x a m i n e r s  has f a i r l y  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
e v a l u a t e d  l i c e n s e  a p p l i c a n t s ? 61% 29% 10%

W h e n  y o u  w e r e  l i c e n s e d  in A l a s k a ,  d i d  y o u  
take the f o l l o w i n g  tests:

1. P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  S e r v i c e  
m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  e x a m 61% 29% 10%

2. A n  e s s a y  e x a m i n a t i o n 21% 68% 11%

3. A n  or a l  e x a m i n a t i o n 50% 43% 7%

If y o u  took the w r i t t e n  e s s a y  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  
w h a t  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  ask e d ?

Et hi cs  was the m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  m e n t i o n e d  
a n s w e r .

If y o u  took an o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  w h a t  
s u b j e c t s  w e r e  asked?

Et hi cs  was the m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  m e n t i o n e d  
answer.
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» o% R e s p o n s e s  
(see Rote 1 &

Yes N o
N o  “  
Opinioi

10. D o  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h c t  the f o l l o w i n g  a d e­
q u a t e l y  t e s t  an a p p l i c a n t s 1 a b i l i t y  for 
l i c e n s u r e  p u r p o s e s ?

a. P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x a m i n a t i o n  S e r v i c e  
m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  e x a m 50% 47% 3%

b. F s s a y  e x a m i n a t i o n 43% 47% 10%

c. Oral e x a m i n a t i o n 54% 39% 7%

11. A f t e r  the exam, w e r e  y o u  t o l d  y o u r  sc o r e s  
of e a c h  e xam? 29% 57% 14%

12. D o  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  A l a s k a ' s  l i c e n s i n g  r e­
q u i r e m e n t s  for t e m p o r a r y  a n d  p e r m a n e n t  
l i c e n s e s  are a d e q u a t e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  in 
e n s u r i n g  th a t  the p u b l i c  is p r o t e c t e d ? 39% 50% 11%

13. D o  y o u  h a v e  any c o m p l a i n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  the 
s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  by  the s t a f f  s u p p o r t  of 
the D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  “Li c e n s i n g ,  
D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  
D e v e l o p m e n t ? 29% 64% 7%

14. D o  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  is a s h o r t a g e  of 
p s y c h o l o g i s t s  in the sta t e ? 50% 39% 11%

15. D o  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h ere is a n e e d  for 
l i c e n s u r e  of all p s y c h o l o g i s t s  in the 
s t a t e ? 93% 7% 0%

16. D o  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t  c e r t i f y i n g  p s y c h o­
log i s t s  w o u l d  be as e f f e c t i v e  in p r o t e c t i n g  
the p u b l i c  as the c u r r e n t  l i c e n s i n g  s y s tem? 28% 54% 18%

17. A r e  y o u  a w a r e  of any d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c­
tices i n v o l v i n g  l i c e n s i n g  of m i n o r i t y  
g r o u p s ? 0% 97% 3%

18. If y o u  h a v e  se e n  the r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o p o s e d  
b y  the B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t s  and P s y c h o­
log i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s ,  do y o u  b e l i e v e  
they are fair a n d  a d e q u a t e  in o r d e r  to 
p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c ? 54% 19% 28%
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% R e s p o n s e s  
(see Note 1 & 2) 

N o
Y es N o  O p i n i o n

19. D o  y o u  b e l i e v e  a r e q u i r e m e n t  of  o n e  y e a r  
p o s t g r a d u a t e  e x p e r i e n c e  for l i c e n s i n g  
p s y c h o l o g i s t s  is:

a. too l e n i e n t  of a r e q u i r e m e n t  11% 0% 0%

b. too r e s t r i c t i v e  of a r e q u i r e m e n t  11% 0% 0%

c. a d e q u a t e  in o r d e r  to p r o t e c t  the
p u b l i c  75% 0% 3%

N o t e  1

N u m b e r  of q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s e n t  to S t a t e  l i c e n s e d
p s y c h o l o g i s t s  52

N u m b e r  of p s y c h o l o g i s t s  w h o  r e s p o n d e d  2Q_

R e s p o n s e  R a t e  5 3 %

N o t e  2

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  w e r e  a l s o  s e n t  to the t h r e e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
associal -i. T h e r e  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  n o t  r e c e i v e d  in time to 
i n c l u d e  ,iem in this report.
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR L E G I S L A T I V E

■ J IT N E A A U D I T

January 9, 1979

Mr. Gerald Wilkerson 

Legislative Auditor 

Division of Legislative Audit 

Pouch W

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

We have reviewed your preliminary reports as shown below:

1. Board of Examiners in Optometry

2. Board of Dispensing Opticians

3. Board of Psychologist and Psychological Associace Examiners

4. Board of Chiropractic Examiners

5. Alaska State Medical Board

6. Board of Veterinary Examiners

7. State Physical Therapy Board

8. Board of Pharmacy

9. Board of Nursing

10. Board of Nursing Home Administrators

11. Board of Dental Examiners

12. Alaska Transportation Commission

We view these reviews of agency programs and activities which are specifically 

subject to termination in a manner different from those made of St'te departments 
or agencies. Usually we in the Executive Branch endeavor to respond directly 

to each finding and recommendation. However, in regard to the Boards and 

Commissions, the Executive Branch agency during a public hearing shall demonstrate 
a public need for its continued existence or the discontinuation of the program, and 

the extent to which any change in the manner of exercise of its functions or 

activities may increase efficiency of administration or operation consistent 

with the public interest.

The Executive Branch of Alaska Government has made an extensive study of the 

above Boards and the Alaska Transportation Commission. We are continuing to study 

those entities, their origin, their present and future potential, and other 
related subjects in conjunction with A’iska statutes 24 and 44 (Sunset Legislation). 

As prescribed in AS 44.66.050 one or more legislative hearings are to be held 
to receive testimony from the public, the Commissioner of the department having 
administrative responsibility for each, and the members of the Boards or 
Commission involved. During those hearings we will present our findings and 
recommendations affecting each of the foregoing Boards and the Alaska 
Transportation Commission.
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Mr. Gerald Wilkerson 

Page 2 January 9, 1979

Accordingly, we are presenting this in addition to the responses from the 

Department of Commerce, Department of Law, and the individual Board or Commission 
members and others on an interim basis.

Sincerely,

?
A

Michael Harper 

Administrative Assistant 
to the Governor

8
32(b)



G e r a l d  L. W i l k e r s o n ,  C P A  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  
D i v i s i o n  of  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  
P o u c h  W
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  Mr. W i l k e r s o n :

T h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  has r e v i e w e d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  n u m b e r  
4 of the p e r f o r m a n c e  r e v i e w  of the B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t s  
a n d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s  s u b m i t t e d  b y  y o u r  
division.

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL POUCH K-STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811
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R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  n u m b e r  4 reads:

T h e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  c o m p l y  w i t h  the A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l 1s a d vi c e  a n d  in those c ases w h e r e  
the B o a r d  d i s r e g a r d s  this a d v i c e , the 
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  s h o u l d  i n f o r m  B o ard 
m e m b e r s  that t h e y " m a y  be p e r s o n a l l y  liable 
f^r their a c t i o n s .

P l e a s e  be a d v i s e d  that the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  y o u r  
d i v i s i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  w h a t  has b e e n  the c o n s i s t e n t  p o l i c y  of 
this d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to e v e r y  o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  
b o a r d  u n d e r  the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p -  
m e n  ', i n c l u d i n g  the B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  
A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s .  W h i l e  the m i n u t e s  of the B o a r d  of 
P s y c h o l o g i s t s  and P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s  m a y  not 
r e f l e c t  this d e p a r t m e n t ' s  a d m o n i t i o n  to B o a r d  m e m b e r s  that 
f a i l u r e  to l i c e n s e  c e r t a i n  a p p l i c a n t s  c o n t r a r y  to our e x p r e s s  
a d v i c e  w o u l d  s u b j e c t  th e m  to p o s s i b l e  p e r s o n a l  liability, 
the d e p a r t m e n t  has do n e  so on at least three occ a s i o n s .

5 L M 33(a)



G e r a l d  L. W i l k e r s o n ,  C P A  
D e c e m b e r  2i, 1978 
P a g e  2

S h o u l d  y o u  w i s h  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  or  v e r i f i c a  
ti o n  of  t h i s  p o l i c y  as w e  h a v e  a p p l i e d  it to the B o a r d  of 
P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s ,  p l e a s e  
do n o t  h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  this office.

Sin c e r e l y ,

A V R U M  M. G R O S S  
A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L

By:
B r u c e  M. B o t e l h o  

A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

B M B :cb

cc: C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  and E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t

33 (b)
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE & 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

D M S m  O f OCCVPA n o  HAL UCEM5IHG

December 15, 1978

p o u c h  o
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811

Gerald L. Wilkerson, CPA 
Legislative Auditor 

Division of Legislative Audit 

Pouch W

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

The following comments are in response to the Performance Review of the 

Board of Psychologists and Psychological Associate Examiners, as sub­
mitted by the Division of Legislative Audit.

Recommendation No. 1 . Agreed. The use of additional public members 

could provide a beneficial overall perspective i.i board operations.

However, we would not advocate increasing the size of board membership.

Recommendation No 2 . Your basic premise underlying this recommendation 

is that effective regulations will help guide the board in consistently 

licensing qualified applicants. I am in complete agreement.

The proposed regulations wore signed by the Lieutenant Governor and will 

become effective on December 24, 1978. I feel these regulations will 

provide the necessary frame work for applicants to be dealt with con­
sistently.

Recommendation No. 3 . Agreed. I have forwarded a copy of AS 44.62.312(a)(2) 

concerning public meetings to the board for their information. The 

Director of the Division of Occupational Licensing has also discussed 
this situation with the board. All meetings are now recorded and 

minutes taken. This recommendation has been implemented.

Recommendation No. 4 . Agreed. The regulations referred to in my 

response to recommendation no. 1 will remedy the major portion of your 

recommendation. Your additional comment concerning board members be­
coming personally liable is a legal question which I feel should be 

answered by an attorney within the Department of Law.
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Recommendation No. 5 . Agreed. The portion of this recommendation 
concerning updating regulations has been answered in responding to 

recommendation no. 1. The application form will be revised by December 
31, 1979.

Recommendation No. 6 . AS 08.86.070 describes the duties of the board.

It is the responsibility of the Division of Occpational Licensing to 

investigate complaints and the board will act as a juasi-judicial body.

I do agree that the board may request an investigation. Should any 

board member request an investigation the division will proceed.

Recommendation No. 7 . Agreed. Regulations discussed in recommendation 
no. 1 will in effect partially institute this recommendation. The 

division will work with the board concerning implementation.

Recommendation No. 8 . Agreed. The board is revi .*wing this recommen­
dation^ The division will provide any assistance necessary or requested 
in order to rectify this problem.

Recommendation No. 9 . I agree with the concept concerning continuing 
education as a condition of relicensure.

Recommendation No. 1 0 . Agreed. This board, as well as all boards, will 
be contacted in March or April, 1979 for input into the division's 

budget for FY 1981. This input will address the board's goals, ob­
jectives and financial needs.

Recommendation No. 1 1 . Agreed. Discussions will be held with the board 

and through cooperative efforts a procedure manual will be formulated by 
the end of calendar year 1979.

I appreciate the time and efforts expended by your staff,

Yours truly,

H. Phillip Hubbar 

Commissioner

I
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The Purpose of Licensure or Certification of 
Psychologists*

w

The Purpose of this Brochure

T h e  A m er ic a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  of S ta te  P s y c h o l o g y  
B o a r d s  (A A S P B )  h a s  b e c o m e  in c rea s in g ly  c o n c e r n e d  
that s tu d en t s  prepar ing  for p ro fe s s ion a l  p ract ic e  of 
p s y c h o l o g y  b e  m a d e  aw a r e  of the lega l r equ irements  
for entry into s u c h  pract ice . T h e  p u rp o s e  of  this 
b r o ch u r e  is to a cqua in t  s tuden ts  w ith  typica l 
r equ irem en ts  for l i c en su re  or  certif ication In the 
va r iou s  ju r isd ic t ion s  in the U n i t ed  S t a te s  and  C a n a d a  
T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  h o p e s  that a n  unde r s tand in g  of  these  
r equ irem en ts  will e n a b le  the s tuden t  to better m eet  the 
s tand a rd s  e s tab l i s h ed  by law  to regu late  the p ract ic e  of 
p s y c h o l o g y  In the pub l ic  Interest.

W h at Is the A m erican  A ssociation  of State 

P s y c h o lo g y  Boards?

T h e  A A S P B  w a s  formed in 1961 to serve  a num b er  of 
n e e d s  of state p s y c h o l o g y  b o a r d s  th rough ou t  Nor*h 
Am er ica ,  O n e  primary n e ed  w a s  the e s tab l i shm en t  of a 
standard ized ,  written ex am ina t ion  for p ro fe s s ion a l  
p ra c t ic e  in p s y c h o l o g y  w h i c h  c o u ld  b o  u s ed  by  all 
ju r isd ic t ion s  to ex am in e  c a n d id a t e s  for l i c e n s e e  or 
certif ication . In add it ion  to that pu rp o se ,  the A A S P B  
a l s o  se rv e s  to c o o rd in a t e  efforts of the v a r iou s  b oard s , 
facil itate c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a m o n g  board s , and  act a s  o 
v o i c e  for t h o s e  r e sp on s ib le  for the lega l regu la t ion  of 
the p ra c t ic e  of p s y c h o lo g y .

T h e  pract ice  of p ro fe s s ion a l  p s y c h o l o g y  Is n o w  
regu lated by law  in 49 of the 50 s la t e s  of the U .S . ,  a s  well 
a s  the District of C o lu m b i a  an d  7 p r o v in c e s  of 
C a n a d a . ”  T h e  law s  are in tended  to protect the pub l ic  
by limiting l ic en su re  to t h o s e  p e r s o n s  w h o  are qualif ied 
to p ract ice  p s y c h o l o g y  a s  d ef in ed  by state law.

T h e  legal b a s is  for l i c en su re  lies in the right of the 
state to en a c t  leg is lat ion to  protect its c it izens . Caveat 
e m pto r or "b uy er  b ew ar e , "  is felt to b e  an  u n s o u n d  
max im  w h en  the "b u y e r "  of s e rv ice s  c a n n o t  b e  
sufficiently well informed to b ew are , a r d  h e n c e  s tates 
have  e s tab l i sh ed  regu latory B o a r d s  to l l c e n s e q u a l i f i e d  
practitioners. A p rofe s s iona l b oa rd  Is a  state a g e n c y  
act ing  to protect the pub l ic , not to serve  the p ro fe s s ion . 
H ow eve r ,  by insur ing h igh  s tand ard s  for t h o s e  w h o  
pract ice  in dependen t ly ,  the B o a rd  is s im u l tan eo u s ly  
serving the best interests of both  the p ub l ic  and  
profess ion . T h e  major fun c t ion s  of a n y  p ro fe s s iona l 
b oard  are: (1) T o  d e term ine  the s tand ard s  for 
adm is s io n  Into the p ro fe s s ion  a n d  to adm in i su  • 
appropr iate  p ro cedu re s  for s e le c t io n  and  exam ina t ion , 
a nd  (2) T o  regu late  p ract ice  and  to c o n d u c t  
d isc ip l inary p r o c e ed in g s  invo lv ing v io la t ion  of 
s tandards  of p ro fe s s iona l c o n d u c t  em b o d ie d  In law.

T h o s e  w h o  p ract ice  the p ro fe s s ion  of p s y c h o l o g y  in a 
research  laboratory, in a state or federal institution or 
a g en cy ,  or in a c o l l e g e  or university are still exempt 
from the requ irements  of l ic en su re  in s o m e  states, 
a l though  there is a trend toward  requiring l ic en su re  of 
a g e n c y  em p lo y e e s .  T h e  p sy ch o lo g i s t  w h o  offers direct 
serv ice s  to the pub l ic  for a  fee m ust  bo  l i c en sed .

T yp ica l R equirem ents of P syc h o lo g y Licensing 

Laws

L i c e n s in g  law s  In the va r iou s  jur isd ic t ions differ 
con s id erab ly ,  yet m ost  h ave  a c o m m o n  c o r e  of 
agreement. O f  c ou rse ,  e a c h  b oard  is the final authority

'W h e n  both the title anti practice of p sych olog y aro regulated, 
the law Is called a licensing  law, w hen o n ly  the title of 
psychologist la rogulatod, tho law Is called a certlllcatlon  law 

T o  avoid redundancy in the rem alndor of our discussion the 
word "licensure" w ill bo usod to stand for eithor licensure or 

certification

• ’ Th ro u g h o u t this toxt tho term r a te "  w ill refer to C anada's 
provinces as w ell os political su bdivis io ns of the U.S.

o n  all matters of requ irem en ts  w ith in  Its Jur isd ict ion 
an d  s h ou ld  b e  c o n ta c t e d  for spe c i f ic s .  T h e  typ ica l 
requ irements  for l i c en su re  in the  v a r iou s  jur isd ic t ions  
are a s  fo l lows :

A) Education
A ch ie v em en t  of a d oc to ra l  d e g r e e  in p s y c h o l o g y  
from an  app ro ved  p rogram , or  the equ iva len t  a s  
d e em ed  by the board . T h e  d ef in it ion s  of 
a p p ro ved  p rog ram s  vary w ide ly , but often refer to 
a ccred ita t ion  of the a c a d e m ic  institutions by 
r e c og n iz ed  accred it ing  b od ie s .  ( S o m e  states  
h cv e  tw o  or m o re  leve ls  o f  l i c en su re  or 
certification, w ith  the low e r  level requir ing le ss  
than the doc tora l  d e g r e e  a n d  enta il ing  m ore  
restrict ions o n  the practitioner.)

B) Experience
O n e  or  tw o  years  s u p e rv is ed  ex p e r ien c e  in a 
setting app ro ved  by  the s tate  board . M o s t ,  but not 
all, states  requ ire that s o m e  of the superv is ed  
exper ien ce  be  p os tdo c tora l .

C )  Examination
Dem on s tr a t ion  of relevant K n ow le d g e  through  
p a s s in g  an  ob jec t ive  written ex am ina t ion . T h e  
Ex am in a t ion  of P ro fe s s io n a l  P ra c t ic e  in 
P s y c h o lo g y ,  c on s t ru c te d  by a c om m it t e e  of 
A A S P B  in a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  the P ro fe s s io n a l  
Ex am in a t ion  Se rv ice ,  is u s e d  In a b ou t  48 
jurisd ictions. T h e  cut -o ff  p o in t  for s u c c e s s fu l  
p e r fo rm ance  o n  the ex am in a t ion  is de term ined  
by the board  hav ing  authority  for the jurisd iction . 
In s o m e  states, s u c c e s s f u l  p e r fo rm an ce  is 
required on  an  oral a n d /o r  e s s a y  exam ina t ion  
c o n d u c t e d  by the B o a r d  or a c om m it te e  
d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d .  S p e c i a l t y  
ex am ina t ion s , e.g. in c l in ica l p s y ch o lo g y ,  
industrial p s y c h o lo g y ,  or s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g y  m ay  
b e c o m e  c o m m o n  In the near  future.

D) Administrative requirements
In add it ion  to the f o r ego in g  requ irements , the 
var ious  state law s  spe c ify  different c it izensh ip , 
age , a nd  r e s id en c e  requ irements , a s  we l l a s  
requiring e v id e n c e  of g o o d  mora l character .

S ta ted  su cc in c t ly ,  the major  hurd le s  w h i c h  any  
c and id a t e  must m eet  in the ev a lua t ion  by the b oard  are:

1) T h e  B o a rd 's  rev iew  of c reden t ia l s  (transcripts, 
app l ica t ion , references) .

2) Ex am in a t ion  (written a n d /o r  oral)

M o s t  c a n d id a t e s  su c c e s s f u l ly  p 't s s  th e s e  hurd les ,  but 
s o m e  fail. Potentia l s o u r c e s  of difficulty a re  d i s c u s s e d  
be low

How (o Prepare (or Successfully Meeting the 
Requirements of Licensure

A lth ou gh  wel l p repared  c a n d id a t e s  h a v e  little or  n o  
p rob lem  with the l i c en s in g  p r o c e s s ,  certa in  a r e a s  can  
b e  identified ir w h ic h  d ifficulties are  m o s t  likely to 
o c cu r .  T h e s e  potent ia l p rob lem  a r e a s  are:

1) Knowledge of the law and regulations. T h e  
app l ic an t  sh o u ld  ex am in e  the law  for the jur isd ic t ion  in 
w h ic h  l ic en sure  is s o u g h t  to a s s u r e  that there h a s  b een  
full c o m p l i a n c e  with the law  before  an app l ic a t io n  is 
subm itted . T h e  ap p l ic an t  a l s o  s h o u ld  be  familiar with, 
a n d  c o m p ly  with, a n y  r egu la t ion s  of the b oard  with 
re spect  to qua lif ica t ions .

2) Adequacy of training and/or experience. T h e  
p rob lem s  s u b s u m ed  under  this h e ad in g  i i c l u d e  a lack 
of the appropr ia te  d e g r e e  spe c i f ied  b y  the law  (usua l ly  
a  Ph .D .  in p s y c h o lo g y ) ;  failure of the c a n d id a t e  to 
c om p le t e  the requ ired  n um b er  of  g r adu a t e  h ou r s  in 
p s y c h o lo g y ;  failure of the institution from w h ic h  the 
d e g r e e  w a s  granted  to meet the cr ite r  ' for approva l  by 
the board ; failure of the sp e c i f ic  curr icu lum  in w h ic h  
the student w a s  en ro l le d  to meet the requ irem en ts  of 
the particular state board . W ith regard to the last- 
m en t ion ed  criterion, m o s t  law s  con ta in  a  st ipu la t ion  
th a t  th e  g r a d u a t e  w o r k  b e  p r e d o m in a n t l y  
p s y ch o lo g ic a l  In nature, a n d  the d oc to ra l  d e g r e e  be 
b a s e d  u p o n  a d is sertat ion  w h ic h  Is p s y c h o lo g i c a l  In 
con ten t , It °h o u l d  a l s o  b e  n o ted  th a t s om e ju r ls d ic t l o n s  
require e v id e n c e  of c o n t in u in g  ed u ca t io n ,  b e y o n d  the 
P h .D . ,  for p s y ch o lo g i s t s  to retain their l ic en ses .

In add it ion  to thes& p rob lem s  hav ing  to d o  w ,h the 
nature of the c a n d id a t e ’s e d u ca t io n ,  e a c h  law  spe c i f ie s  
the durat ion  of e x p e r ien ce  required, and  e a c h  board  
s t ipu la tes  tho type  of sett ing in w h ic h  ap p r o v ed  
exp e r ien ce  m ay  b e  ob ta in ed .  T y p i c a l  of s u c h  app ro ved  
sett ings are the A P A -a p p r o v e d  internsh ip  program s. 
E a c h  c a  id idate  sh ou ld  p lan  for superv is ed  ex p e r ien c e  
that will satisfy the lega l requ irements  for p rac t ic e  In 
the jurisd iction in w h ic h  l ic en su re  is des ired .

3) E xam in ation  P e r f o r m a n c e ,  S u c c e s s f u l  
p e r fo rm ance  in state l i c en s in g  ex am in a t ion s  u sua l ly  
requ ires d em on s tr a t ion  of k n o w le d g e  of b a s i c  
p s y c h o l o g y  w h ic h  is relevant to p ro fe s s ion a l  pract ice , 
a l o n g  with k n o w le d g e  of p ro fe s s ion a l  e th ic s  and  
p ro fe s s ion a l  affairs. W h i le  n u m o r o u s  fa c tors  are 
u n d o u b te d ly  operat ive , p robab ly  the m o s t  frequent 
s o u r c e  of failure Is tho c a n d id a t e ’s p o s s e s s i o n  of 
insuffic ient k n o w le d g e  of  b a s i c  p s y c h o lo g y .  
C a n d i d a t e s  m ay  a l s o  bo  d isqua l i f ied  in oral 
e x am in a t ion s  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  of d em on s tr a t io n  of 
insuffic ient k n o w le d g e  ab ou t  the m a n a g em e n t  of 
p ro fe s s ion a l  p rob lem s ,  particularly e th ica l p rob lem s .



The Content of the Examination of Professional 
Practice In Psychology

In order  to  h e lp  the c a n d id a t e  to p r epa re  for the 
Ex am in a t ion  of P ro fe s s ion a l  Prac t ice  in P s y c h o l o g y  
( E P P P ) ,  a sep ara te  b rochu re  h a s  b e en  p repared  by 
A A SP B ,  a n d  is av a i lab le  from A A SP B ,  the P ro fe s s ion a l  
Ex am in a t ion  Se rv ice , or the board  of ex am in er s  in 
t h o s e  jur isd ict ions u s ing  the exam . In the  p a rag raph s  
b e low , the c o n ten t  of that ex am ina t ion  is s um m ar iz ed  
briefly.

1) Background know ledge: p h y s i o l o g i c a l  
p s y c h o lo g y  a n d  c om para t iv e  p s y c h o lo g y ,  
learning , history, theory  and  s y s tem s ,  s en s a t io n  
and  percep t ion , motivation , s o c ia l  p s y c h o lo g y ,  
personality , c ogn i t iv e  prc c e s s e s ,  d e v e lopm en ta l  
p s y ch o lo g y ,  p s y c h o p h a rm a c o i o g y ;

2) M e th o d o lo g y : r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n  a n d  
interpretation, statistics, test c on s t ru c t ion  and  
interpretation, sca l ing ;

3) Professional practice:
a) C l in i c a l  p s y ch o lo g y :  test u s a g e  and  inter­

pretation, d ia g n o s is ,  p s y c h o p a t h o lo g y ,  
therapy, ju dgm en t  in c l in ica l s ituat ions , 
c om m u n i t y  health ;

b) B ehav io r  mod if ica t ion : L e a rn ing ,  a p p l i c a ­
tions;

c) O th e r  spec ia l i t ie s : M a n a g e m e n t  c o n s u l t ­
ing, industrial and  h um an  eng in ee r in g ,  
s o c ia l  p s y ch o lo g y ,  T - g r o u p s ,  c o u n s e l in g  
and  g u id an ce ,  c om m u n ic a t io n s ,  s y s t em s  
ana lys is ;

d) P ro fe ss ion a l  c o n du c t ,  affairs, a n d  e th ics :  
Interd isc ip linary rotations, p ro fe s s ion a l  
c o n du c t ,  k n o w le d g e  of  p ro fe s s ion a l  affairs,

T h e  E P P P  is p ub l ish ed  in var ious forms, with n ew  
forms p ub l ish ed  per iod ica l ly . T h e  ex am ina t ion  varios 
from 150 to 200 items in length, T h e  c o n t e n t  areas  
enum era ted  a b o v o  are not equa l ly  w e igh ted .

T h e  requ irements  tor l icensure , d e l in ea ted  ab ove ,  
a n d  tho d i s c u s s i o n  of potent ia l b a s e s  for den ia l , 
s u gg e s t  that the s tuden t  w h o  s o o k s  out a  b rood  and  
soph is t ic a te d  b a ck g r o u n d  In p s y c h o lo g y  Is likely to 
o n c ou n to r  fow p r ob lem s  In tho l lcon s lng  p r o c e s s  T h o  
student sh o u ld  e sp e c ia l l y  s e ek  ex p e r ie n c e s  w h ic h  
em p h a s i z e  tho ap p l ic a t ion  of p s y c h o lo g ic a l  k n o w le d g e  
to p r ob lem s  likely to bo on coun te r e d  o s  a  pro fe s s ion a l  
p s y c h o lo g l s l  N a r r ow ly  b a s e d  training, a v o id in g  the 
c om p lex ity  of tho field of p s y c h o lo g y ,  is p rob ab ly  not in 
tho s tudunt ’s  b es t  interns! if p ro fe s s ion a l  p ract ic e  is a 
g o a l  C u r s o r y  or  limited superv is ion , o. s u p e rv is io n  by

other  than  a qualif ied  p s y ch o lo g i s t ,  I s a l s o  l ike ly to lead  
to d ef ic ienc ies .  M o reov e r ,  s in c e  p s y c h o lo g i s t s  tend  to 
b e  m ob i le ,  a  b road  b a c k g r o u n d  a c c e p t c b l e  to  all or  
m ost  b o a rd s  Is preferab le  to training narrow ly  d e s ig n e d  
to m eet  the requ irem en ts  o f  a  s in g le  jurisd ict ion . 
S t u d en t s  w h o  have  s o u g h t  ou t  ex p e r ie n c e s  c o n s i s t e n t  
with A PA  s tand ard s  a n d  h ave  taken  train ing at 
r e c og n iz ed  facilities of qua l i ty  rarely ex p e r ien c e  
difficulty in ob ta in in g  l icensure .

An  Interstate R epo rt in g  S e r v i c e  h a s  b e e n  e s tab l i sh ed  
by  the Pro fe ss ion a l  Ex am in a t ion  S e r v i c e  to facil itate 
mobil ity  by  permitting e a s ie r  e n d o r s em en t  of l i c e n s e s  
a m o n g  states. T h e  R epo rt in g  S e r v i c e  m a in ta in s  a 
p e rm anen t  record  of  ex am in a t ion  s c o r e s  o n  the E P P P  
for th o s e  c a n d id a t e s  w h o  c h o o s e  to register. O n  the 
c and id a t e 's  request, the S e r v i c e  wil l report the s co re , 
a c c o m p a n i e d  by  appropr ia te  normat iv e  data , to the  
board  of an o th er  state In w h ic h  l i c en su re  is b e in g  
sough t .

Resources

It c a n n o t  be o v e r em p h a s i z e d  that the final a n d  
a b so lu te  w o rd  c o n c e r n in g  r equ irem en ts  for l i c en su re  
In any  state must b e  o b ta in ed  from the sp e c i f ic  b o a rd  in 
ques t ion . A d d r e s s e s  for s ta te  b o a rd s  are p ub l i s h ed  
e a c h  c a len d a r  ye ar  In the A m erican  P sycho log is t. 
W h en  in doub t , write or ca l l  y ou r  board . In add it ion  to 
the ind iv idual B o a rd s ,  the fo l low in g  are other  s o u r c e s  
of information w h i c h  m ay  b e  of va lu e  to studen ts  an d  
faculty.

Am er ican  A s s o c i a t i o n  of S t a te  P s y c h o l o g y  B o a r d s  
c / o  M or ton  Berger , Ph .D .
N  Y. S ta to  B oard  of P s y c h o l o g y  
93 W a s h in g t o n  A venu e ,  R m  1841 
A lbany , N o w  York 12230

Am er ican  P s y c h o lo g i c a l  A s so c ia t io n ,
O f f ic o  of P ro fe s s io n a l  Affairs 
1200 S e v en te en th  Street. N .W .
W a sh in g ton ,  D  C .  20036

A m er ican  P s y c h o lo g i c a l  A s so c ia t io n ,
O ' f i c o  of E d u c a t io n a l  Affairs 
1200 S e v en t e en th  Street, N  W  
W a sh in g ton ,  D  C  20036

Standards to r P rovidars o t  P sych o lo g ica l Sorvico:. 
Am er ica n  P s y c h o lo g i c a l  A s so c ia t io n ,  S o p tom b er ,  
1974

A model for state legislation affecting the practice of 

psychology, 1967. American Psychologist, Vol. 22, No. 
12, December 1967.

A m ode l  for state leg is lat ion  affect ing the p ract ice  of 
p s y ch o lo g y ,  1975. (Draft) C o m m i t t e e  o n  Sta te  
Leg is la t ion , A m er ican  P s y c h o lo g i c a l  A s so c ia t io n .

E th ica l S t anda rd s  of P s y c h o lo g i s t s .  Am erican  
P sycholog ist, 1963. (A m end ed  1965 and  1972). 
P ub l ish ed  and  updated  p er iod ica l ly  by  the Am er ican  
P s y c h o lo g i c a l  A s so c ia t io n .

P ro fe ss ion a l  Ex am ina t ion  S e r v i c e  
475 R ivers ide  Drive 
N e w  York, N Y  10027

A PA -A p p ro v ed  D o c to r a l  P rog ram s  In C l in ica l ,  
C o u n s e l i n g ,  a nd  S c h o o l  P s y c h o lo g y .  Pub l ish ed  
annu a l ly  In the A m erican  P sycho log ist.

A P A -A p p ro v ed  In ternsh ip s  for D o c to r a l  T ra in in g  in 
C l in i c a l  an d  C o u n s e l i n g  P s y c h o lo g y ,  Pub l ish ed  
annua l ly  In the A m erican P sycho log ist.

Terris , L .D .  T h e  N a t io n a l  L i c e n s in g  Ex am in a t ion  
Professiona l P sycho logy, 1973, 4, 386-391.

Se cretary  of tho S ta te  B o a rd  of Ex am in e r s  of 
P sy ch o lo g i s t s ,  y ou r  stato.
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A p r i l  20, 1979

Sen. W. E. Bradley, C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

P o u c h  V

Juneau, Ak, 9 9811

D e a r  Brad:

I a m  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  the B o a r d  of P s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d  

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s  m a y  be t e r m i n a t e d  u n d e r  

s u n s e t  review. I w i l l  n o t  g o  i n t o  d e t a i l e d  h i s t o r y  of w h a t  

ha s  h a p p e n e d  c o n c e r n i n g  this p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  b o a r d  

e x c e p t  to sa y  that I w a s  in the H o u s e  w h e n  th e o r i g i n a l  b i l l  

p a s s e d  t hat b o d y  in 1964 a n d  h a v e  be e n  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  p r o f e s­

sio n a l  st a n d a r d s  in m y  f i e l d  for the p a s t  q u a r t e r  century.

D u r i n g  le p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  w h i l e  I h ave b e e n  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

this Board, w e  have a t t e m p t e d  to t i g h t e n up p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  

indeed, the f i r s t  r e g u l a t i o n s  for the B o a r d w e r e  f i n a l l y  

a p p r o v e d  in D e c e m b e r  of 1978. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  s ome o f  the 

s t a t e m e n t s  m a d e  in b o t h  the s u n s e t  a u d i t  r e v i e w  an d  o t h e r  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  are d i f f i c u l t  to a d d r e s s  w i t h o u t  l e n g th y  

e x p l a n a t i o n  a n d  ref u t a t i o n .

I w o u l d  h o p e  that y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  see  fit to e x t e n d  the 

life o f  this B o a r d  s i n c e  I do  not think it w o u l d  be i n  the 

p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  for this f u n c t i o n  to be a s s u m e d  by a g o v e r n m e n t  

«>rency, r a t h e r  than by p r o f e s s i o n a l s  in the field.

T h e  im p a c t  of o u r B o a r d  b e i n g  s u n s e t t e d  w o u l d  p l a c e  in j e o p a r d y  

a n y o n e  w h o  is l i c e n s e d  in A l a s k a  w h o  a t t e m p t e d  to m o v e  to 

a n o t h e r  l i c e n s i n g j u r i s d i c t i o n  (every state, W a s h i ng t o n ,  D.C., 

a n d  P u e r t o  R i c o  h a v e  s i m i l a r  b o a r d s  and s t a n d a r d s ) . T h i s  is 

crucial, s i n c e  e v e r y  s t a t e  b o a r d  c h e c k s  to see if s t a n d a r d s  of 

s c r e e n i n g  an d  test i n g  a r e  e q u a l  to those in their j u r i sdiction.

In a d d i t i o n  to a n a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e  exam in a t i o n ,  e a c h  s t a t e 

g i v e s  a state e x a m i n a t i o n  to a t t e m p t  to e v a l u a t e  f a ct o r s  o f  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  ethics, w o r k  s a m p l e s  a n d  s i m i l a r  issues.
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J a m e s  C. Parson:. . S e c r e t a r y  

A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  P s y c h o l o g i s t  a n d  

P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t e  E x a m i n e r s


