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APPENDIX C

QUESTIONNAIRE SENT TO BOARD MEMBERS

W h a t  a r e  t h e  g o a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  of 
t h e  B o a r d ?

Number o f  B o ar d  
Members ' Responses  
(See N o t es  1 and 2)

D e s c r i p t i o n

D e c re a se  h a z a r d s  t o  p u b l i c / e n v i r o n m e n t  
by i m p r o v i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  w e l d e d  
p r o d u c t s .

I m p r o v e  q u a l i t y  o f  w e l d e d  p r o d u c t s .

S h o u l d  be q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l 3 b u t  c u r r e n t l y  
i n v o l v e s  s e l f - p r o t e c t i v e  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s .

W h a t  a r e  the p a s t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  a n d  f u t u r e  
p l a n s  o f  the B o a r d  for m e e t i n g  its g o a l s ?

D e s c r i p t i o n

P a s t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s :

D e v i s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  l i c e n s e  w e l d i n g  
i n s p e c t o r s , t h e r e b y  i m p r o v i n g  w e l d i n g  i n  
g e n e r a  I .

Economi c  s e l f - i n t e r s t .

F u t u r e  p l a n s :

M a i n t a i n  q u a l i t y  o f  c r i t e r i a .

G i v e  t e c h n i c a l  a d v i c e  t o  S l a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s .

S h o u l d  s u p p o r t  Bu re au  c o n c e p t ;  t o o  much 
i l l  w i l l  t o w a r d s  p r e s e n t  Bo ar d .

C o n t i n u e  p r e - j o i n t  a c t i v i t y .

3

1

Number o f .  B o a r d , 
M em be r s ' Responses

4

1
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In w h a t  w a y s  w o u l d  the a b s e n c e  of  r e g u l a t i o n  
of w e l d i n g  in A l a s k a  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  to the 
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ?

D e s c r i p t i o n

Q u a l i t y  o f  component  i n s p e c t i o n  and w e l d e r  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  w o u l d  s u f f e r ;  n o n - c o d e  w or k  
w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  t o  d e t r i m e n t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c .

Not  d e t r i m e n t a l ; p r o f e s i s o n a l  s o c i e t i e s  
have c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ; p r i v a t e  
i n d u s t r y  m o n i t o r s  i t s e l f .

L e f t  u n m o n i t o r e d ,  q u a l i t y  w o u l d  be c i r c u m ­
v e n t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  p r o f i t s .

H i g h e r  c o s t  because  w e l d m e n t  f a i l u r e  i s  
more e x p e n s i v e  a f t e r  a p r o d u c t  i s  o p e r a  t i n g .

W h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to B o a r d  r e g u l a t i o n  of 
w e l d i n g  e x i s t ?  A r e  the a l t e r n a t i v e s  v i a b l e ?  
W h y ?

D e s c r i p t i o n

Bur eau  such as i n t r o d u c e d  by SB121; n o t  
v i a b l e ;  too  e x p e n s i v e , b u r e a u c r a t i c .

R e q u i r e  e x t e n s i v e  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e ,  
r e l y i n g  on i n s u r a n c e  co mp an ie s  to  e n f o r c e  
s t a n d a r d s ; t oo  e x p e n s i v e .

E l i m i n a t e  B o a r d ;  l e t  i n d u s t r y  p o l i c e  i t s e l f :  

V i a b l e .

Not  v i a b l e ;  n o t  e f f e c t i v e  i n  p a s t ;  o n l y  
soma l a r g e  c ompan i es  have d e v e l o p e d  q u a l i t y  
c o n t r o l  p r o g r a m s .

U t i l i z e  p r o c e d u r e s  o t h e r  t han  w e l d i n g ;  
n o t  p r a c t i c a l .

Number o f  B o ar d  
Members ' Responses

Number o f  B o ar d  
Members 1 Responses
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5. A r e  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s  (AS 0 8 . 0 1  a n d  A S  08.99) 
o b s o l e t e ,  vague/ u n d u l y  r e s t r i c t i v e ,  a n d / o r  
i n a d e q u a t e  to p r o v i d e  the B o a r d  w i t h  the 
a u t h o r i t y  to m e e t  its o b j e c t i v e s ?  W h a t  
c h a n g e s  w o u l d  y o u  s u g g e s t ?

D e s c r i p t i o n

A d e q u a t e ; no changes  s u g g e s t e d .

I n a d e q u a t e ;  need Bur eau  t o  p e r f o r m  
p h y s i c a l  f u n c t i o n .

Somewhat  v a g u e , r e s t r i c t i v e ;  B o a r d ' s  
a u t h o r i t y  i s  d o u b t f u l  b u t  i n t e r e s t  i n  
w e l d i n g  has i n c r e a s e d .

O b s o l e t e ;  s h o u l d  a d d r e s s  l i c e n s i n g  o f  
i n s p e c t o r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  w e l d e r s , t e s t  
f a c i l i t i e s  and code w r i t i n g .

A r e  t h e  r e c e n t l y  a m e n d e d  r e g u l a t i o n s :

A . too r e s t r i c i t v e ;  too l e n i e n t ?

No; s a t i s f a c t o r y .

Yes.

B . e a s i l y  i n t e r p r e t e d ?

Y e s .

No.

C . e n f o r c e a b l e ?

No, e s p e c i a l l y  among s m a l l  o p e r a t o r s

Yen, i f  S t a t e  a d e q u a t e u y  f u n d s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .

D. a c c e p t e d  by those b e i n g  r e g u l a t e d ? 

Y e s .

P a r t i a l l y  o r  g e n e r a l l y .

V o l u n t a r y  c o m p l i a n c e .

Number o f  B o ar d  
Members ' Responses

Number o f  B o ar d  
*1 embers ' R es po use s

4

1

4

1

2

2

1
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W h a t  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  f o l l o w e d  in the e v e n t  
a c o m p l a i n t  a g a i n s t  the B o a r d  o r  a l i c e n s e e

Number o f  B o a r d  
Members ' Responses

D e s c r i p t i o n

F o r w a r d  t o  OL f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ;  Bo a rd  can  
a c t  i n  a d v i s o r y  c a p a c i t y .

I n v e s t i g a t i o n ;  p o s s i b l e  r e v o c a t i o n  o f  l i c e n s e .

No c o m p l a i n t s  r e v e i v e d  as y e t  a g a i n s t  l i c e n s e e ,

F o r w a r d  t o  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .

In w h a t  ways, if any, c o u l d  the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  i m p r o v e  its 
s e r v i c e  to the B o a r d  in the a r e a s  of a d m i n­
i s t r a t i v e  s u p p o r t  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t ?

1

1

2

1

Number o f  Bo ar d  
Members ' Responses

D e s c r i p t i o n

No need f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t .

OL does n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  B o a r d  f u n c t i o n  
w e l l  enough t o  e n f o r c e .

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p p o r t  i s  e x c e l l e n t ;  D e p a r t ­
ment  o f  L a b o r  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e n f o r c e m e n t .

Need more f u n d i n g  f o r  i n s p e c t o r s  and t o  
a d v e r t i s e  r e g u l a t i o n s .

S h o u l d  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  o r  r e - e x a m i n a t i o n  
be r e q u i r e d  for l i c e n s e e s ?  W h y  or w h y  n o t ?

D e s c r i p t i o n

Number o f  Bo ar d  
Members 1 Responses

A m e r i c a n  W e l d i n g  S o c i e t y  r e q u i r e s  r e - e x a m i n a t i o n  
i f  l i c e n s e e  does n o t  r e m a i n  a c t i v e  i n  i n s p e c t i o n .
T h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  now. 5

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  2 6  D IV IS IO N  O F  L E G IS L A T I V E  A U D IT



^  S TATE O F  A L A S K A  27 D IV IS IO N  O F  L E G IS L A T IV E  A U D IT

m m

O t h e r  c o m m e n t s  to a s s i s t  us in e v a l u a t i n g  
t h e  n e e d  for the B o a r d  a n d  its p e r f o r m a n c e :

Number o f  B o a r d  
Members ' Responses

D e s c r i p t i o n

R e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  w o r k a b l e  f o r  l a r g e  c o mp an ie s  ; 
s m a l l  o p e r a t o r s  can n o t  a f f o r d  l i c e n s e d  
i n s p e c t o r .

C r e a t e  Bureau  t o  p e r f o r m  B o a r d ' s  p h y s i c a l  
f u n c t i o n ;  need i n t e r n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  
p r e v e n t  s e v e r a l  B o a r d  members f r o m  one 
b u s i n e s s  f r o m  s e r v i n g  c o n c u r r e n t l y .

B o ar d  has been a c t i v e  i n  r e v i s i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s ; 
now r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  s t a n d a r d s .

Need a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  f o r  e n f o r c e m e n t s  
s h o u l d  p u b l i c i z e  r e g u l a t i o n s .

N o t e  1

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  w e r e  m a i l e d  to s e v e n  B o a r d  m e m b e r s .  R e p l i e s  
w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  five.

N o t e  2

B e c a u s e  c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  s e v e r a l  a n s w e r s  f r o m  B o a r d  
m e m b e r s ,  t otal n u m b e r s  of r e p l i e s  m a y  e x c e e d  the n u m b e r  of B o a r d  
m e m b e r s  w h o  r e s p o n d e d .



Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  S E N T  T O  L I C E N S E D  
W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R S

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  s e n t  to l i c e n s e d  w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r s
(see N o t e  1). F o r  e a c h  q u e s t i o n  w e  h a v e  n o t e d  t h e  n u m b e r  of
r e s p o n s e s .  W e  h a v e  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  the m o s t  t y p i c a l  w r i t t e n  
c o m m e n t s  f o l l o w i n g  e a c h  q u e s t i o n  as c o m p i l e d  f r o m  t h e
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  (see N o t e  2).

Number o f  
L i c e n s e e s  R e s p o n d i n g  

No
Yei

1. (a) Is c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of w e l d i n g
i n s p e c t o r s  n e c e s s a r y  to p r o t e c t  
the p u b l i c ' s  h e a l t h ,  s a f e t y  a n d  
w e l f a r e ?

Comments:

Y e s - - Q u a l i t y  o f  p r o d u c t  i s  c o n t r o l l e d
e s t a b l i s h i n g  minimum q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
f o r  w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r s .

I f  i n s p e c t i o n s  were n o t  r e q u i r e d ,  
some c o n t r a c t o r s  w o u l d  use c h e a p e r , 
u n q u a l i f i e d  w e l d e r s .

No L i c e n s i n g  does n o t  e n s u r e  a d e q u a t e
p r o t e c t i o n ;

S h o u l d  n o t  be l i m i t e d  t o  A W S - c e r t i f i e d  
i n s p e c t o r s .

(b) If y o u r  r e p l y  to "a" w a s  yes, 
w h i c h  of the f o l l o w i n g  m e t h o d s  
of c e r t i f i c a t i o n  w o u l d  be best:

No O p i n i o n

c h o c k  
o n e :

i. l i c e n s e  i s s u e d  by
the B o a r d  2 4

ii. l i c e n s e  i s s u e d  by
the S t a t e  6

iii. o n l y  A W S  c e r t i­
fi c a t i o n  2 2

iv. ot h e r :  4
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(Cont'd)

Comments.

m

B o ar d  -  i s  b e t t e r  j u d g e  o f  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  due t o  k n o w l e d g e  
o f ,  and e x p e r i e n c e  i n  w e l d i n g ;  i s  f l e x i b l e ;  can  e x e r c i s e  
c l o s e r  c o n t r o l .

S t a t e  -  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  be p r e j u d i c e d .

AWS -  has e x p e r t i s e  3 good p r o g r a m ;  u s a b l e  i n  a l l  s t a t e s ;  
more e f f i c i e n t .

O t h e r  -  E m p l o y e r  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  r e s u l t s  i n  known a b i l t y .

3.

A r e  c u r r e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for o b­
t a i n i n g  a w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r  l i c e n s e  
(education, e x p e r i e n c e ,  w r i t t e n  a n d  
p r a c t i c a l  tests) fa i r  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  
m e a s u r e s  of t e c h n i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  and 
a b i l i t y ?

Comments:

Yes- -Exam i s  f a i r  t e s t  o f  k n o w l e d g e ; 
p r a c t i c a l  s k i l l  i s  n e c e s s a r y .

No Q u a l i f i c a t i o n  as w e l d e r  i s  n o t
n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n s p e c t ;  need more 
s p e c i f i c  p r a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e ;  
no p r o o f  o f  e m p l o y m e n t .

H as t h e  B o a r d  g i v e n  s u f f i c i e n t  n o t i c e  
to the p u b l i c  a n d / o r  the p r o f e s s i o n  
r e g a r d i n g :

a. e x a m s ?

b. m e e t i n g s ?

c. p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n  c h a n g e s ?

Comments:

Y e s - - t h e  s m a l l  number  o f  l i c e n s e e s  a l l o w s  
f o r  a d e q u a t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  B o a r d

No many a r e  unaware  o f  B o a r d ' 3 e x i s t e n c e ;
n ewsp ap er  n o t i c e s  a r e  n o t  e f f e c t i v e .

Number o f  
L i c e n s e e s  R e s p o n d i n g  

No
Yes No O p i n i o n

32

26_

20_

18

_5

LI

12
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N u m b e r  o f

A r e  the r e c e n t l y  a m e n d e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  
of t h e  B o a r d  (12 A A C  72):

a. too r e s t r i c t i v e ?

h. too l e n i e n t ?

c. e n f o r c e a b l e ?

d. e a s i l y  i n t e r p r e t e d ?

e. a c c e p t e d  b y  i n d u s t r y ?

Comments:

B o a rd  n o t  needed  s i n c e  f i r m s  mus t  comp l y  
w i t h  c o de s .

R e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  b e i n g  o b s e r v e d , 
e s p e c i a l l y  by s m a l l  c o n t r a c t o r s ; 
a r e  n o t  e n f o r c e a b l e .

R e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  t o o  g e n e r a l ;  need  
t o  c l a r i f y  a p p l i c a b i l i t y .

I n a d e q u a t e  p u b l i c i t y  on r e g u l a t i o n s ; 
needed t o  p r o t e c t  p u b l i c ;  i n d u s t r y  
more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o f i t  t h a n  q u a l i t y .

In w h a t  w a y s  c a n  the B o a r d  a s s u r e  the 
p u b l i c  of c o n t i n u e d  p r o f i c i e n c y  of 
l i c e n s e d  w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r s :

Yes No
No
O p i n i o n

2 23 12

3 20 14

19 8 10

23 3 11

15 10 12

a . e v i d e n c e  o f  c o n t i n u e d  
e m p l o y m e n t  in the field? 33 1 3

b. p e r i o d i c  r e - e x a m i n a t i o n  of 
p r a c t i c a l  s k i l l s ? 9 16 12

c . p e r i o d i c  w r i t t e n  r e­
e x a m i n a t i o n ? 3 20 14

d. c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n ? 18 8 11

e. O t h e r ? G 31
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 ,yV _ ,—  »• I iumber> o f  
L i c e n s e e s  R e s p o n d i n g  

No
Yes No O p i n i o n

Comments:

R e - e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  o n l y  i f  t h e r e  
i s  a s u s t a i n e d  absence  f r o m  i n s p e c t i o n .

O t h e r  ways i n c l u d e  eye exams} i n s p e c t i o n
f o r  c o m p l i a n c e , m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  AWS c e r t i f i c a t e .

A r e  y o u  a w a r e  o f  a n y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
p r a c t i c e s  b y  t h e  B o a r d  w i t h  r e g a r d  
to a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r a c e ,  r e l i g i o n ,  
c o l o r ,  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ,  a g e  o r  s e x ?  _2_

(Cont'd .)

Do y o u  f e e l  t h e  s u p p o r t  p r o v i d e d  by 
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  
O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  h a s  b e e n  
a d e q u a t e :

a. in t h e  a r e a  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
s e r v i c e s ?

b. in i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c o m p l a i n t s ?

Comments:

Not  enough k n o w l e dg e  o f  w e l d i n g .

Need f u n d i n g  f o r  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
L a b o r  t o  e n f o r c e .

Not  aware  o f  s u p p o r t  o r  c o m p l a i n t s .

Need t o  i n f o r m  a f f e c t e d  p a r t i e s .

By s t a t u t e ,  the B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  
E x a m i n e r s  c o n s i s t s  o f  s e v e n  m e m b e r s  
w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  w e l d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
t h r e e  o f  w h o m  m u s t  b e  e n g i n e e r s .  
M e m b e r s  a r e  a p p o i n t e d  f o r  f i v e  y e a r  

t e r m s  f r o m  n o m i n a t i o n s  s u b m i t t e d  b y  
t h e  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
W e l d i n g  S o c i e t y  a n d  A l a s k a  S o c i e t y  
o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E n g i n e e r s .  D o  y o u  
b e l i e v e  t h e  B o a r d :

a. is t o o  l a r g e ?

b. is to s m a l l ?

,35
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8. (Cont'd.)

c. a d e q u a t e l y  r e p r e s e n t s  the 
r e g u l a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n ? 25 7 5

d. m e m b e r s  s h o u l d  h a v e  s h o r t e r  t e r m s ? 14 12. 11

e. m e m b e r s  s h o u l d  s e r v e  a
l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  t e r m s ? 20 5 12

f. s h o u l d  be s e r v e d  by a p u b l i c  
m e m b e r ,  not d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d
in w e l d i n g 4 25 8

Comments:

S h o u l d  r e p r e s e n t  v a r i o u s  segments  o f  
i n d u s t r y , i n c l u d i n g  a c t i v e  w e l d e r s ; 
t o o  many on B o a r d  r e p r e s e n t  t e s t  l a b s .

S h o r t e r  t e r ms  w o u l d  c r e a t e  a more 
r e s p o n s i v e  B o ar d .

No more t h a n  one o r  two t e r m s .

Board  i s  w o r k i n g  w e l l  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  
s t r u c t u r e ;  c o n s c i e n t i o u s .

9. O t h e r  c o m m e n t s  to a s s i s t  us in e v a l u a t i n g  
the p u b l i c  n e e d  for the B o a r d  a n d / o r  
its p e r f o r m a n c e :

Comments:

Good r e g u l a t i o n s  b u t  p r o b l e m s  i n  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  and e n f o r c e m e n t .

D ub io us  need f o r  Bo ar d .

Boar d  has i m p r o v e d  q u a l i t y  o f  w e l d i n g ; 
u n q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e  used i n  p a n t .

Need to  c o n s i d e r  p r o d u c t s  f a b r i c a t e d  
o u t s i d e  o f  S t a t e ,  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s , 
r e p o r t s  on B o ar d  a c t i v i t y .

R e p u t a b l e  company t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s  
s h o u l d  be a c c e p t e d  i n  l i e u  o f  l i c e n s e .

I
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N o t e  1
5 5 W :

N u m b e r  of q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s e n t  to l i c e n s e e s  

N u m b e r  o f  r e s p o n s e s  

R e s p o n s e  r a t e

37

84%

44

N o t e  2

C o m m e n t s  w e r e  r e v i e w e d  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  in the p e r f o r m a n c e  
of o u r  a u d i t  a n d  a r e  b r i e f l y  s u m m a r i z e d  in this a p p e n d i x .

\
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September 28, 1979

Mr. Gerald Wilkerson 
Legislative Auditor 

Division of Legislative Audit 
Pouch W

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

We have reviewed the enclosed agenc; response to your preliminary 
report entitled:

Additionally, we have reviewed and are enclosing copies of responses 
by the following Board Members:

We believe the Department of Commerce's response appropriately sets 
forth the position of the Executive Branch of State government affecting 
continued existence of the Board. Member responses attached tor your 
information, provide additional insight and reaction to your report recommend­
ation.

"A Performance Peview of the Board of Welding 
Examiners - June 8, 1979"

Donald M. Lockman 
Don Delk 
Peter A. Millar

Sincerely,

Richard A. Smith 
State Internal Auditor

RAS/PJA/mjc
Enclosure
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JAYS. HAMMOND. GOVERNOR

IIElAKTM EIVr O F  (  O M M E K C  L  A  

E C O \ 0 > 1 I C  D E  V  E E O  P M  E N T

OFFICE OF THF COMMISSIONER

September 27, 1979

POUCH O -  JUNEAU 9U11

R E C E I V E D
5 E P  2 8  1979

J L E G  I s  L,^T I V E- 
A\U DI’T

Mr. Gerald Wilkerson, C.P.A.
Division of Legislative Audit 

Pouch W
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

Tie following comments are in response to the Performance Review of the 
Board of Welding Examiners, as submitted by the Division of Legislative 

Audit.

The department is still evaluating the viability of alternative methods 
of regulation and reserves the right to make additional findings and 
conclusions which may affect the continued existence of this board. This 

information will be presented to the Legislature during sunset hearings.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this report and for the tine 

and effort expended by you and your staff.

Sincerely,

"T Bertram L.’ Wagnon 
I, Acting Commissioner

BLW/kb

I
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Ms. Elaine Garrett
Management Analyst
Dept, of Commerce & Economic Dev.
Div. of Occupational Licensing
Pouch D
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Ms. Garrett:

8235 Endicott Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
September 17, 1979

R E C E I V E D
SEP 2 8  197y

l e g j s l a t  j v e  
a u d i t

In response to the recently received Performance Review of the Board of 

Welding Examiners submitted by Gerald L. Wilkerson, CPA, Legislative 
Auditor, Division of Legislative Ai 'it dated August 23, 1979, I submit 
the following statements.

In reviewing the aforementioned Audit Report, it is quite obvious that 
the Audit Committee lacks the welding knowledge to fully understand the 
needs of the public in reference to protection against hazards from poor 

or inadequate weldments within the State.

In the beginning of the Boards existence, the largest issue was addessed
to the licensing of weldors within the State. It was recognized by the 
Board that a weldor licensing would be a monumental task that would require 
a tremendous personnel and monetary effort on the State's oart. The 
personnel requiring the expertise in this profession would not be avail­
able to the State as persons of this level are sought after by the industry 
on a continuing basis. Besides the lack of qualified persons available, 
the funds for such a task was also not available. It was recognized 
by the Board that qualified people from industry could control the 

certification of weldors if these qualified people could be responsible 
by proving their qualifications as Welding Inspectors.

The Board of Welding Examiners then began formulating a program to examine
the qualifications of Welding Inspectors, although funds were not available

from the State to adequately put a program of this nature together. At 
this same time, unbeknown to the Board, the American Welding Society had 
recognized the same need for testing Welding Inspectors and had implemented 
a testing procedure. The Board then adopted the AWS Testing Program 

guideline and the licensing of Welding Inspectors was born within the State.

The State licensed Welding Inspector holds a responsibility to the public 

to certify weldors within the guidelines of the nationally recognized 
Welding Codes used in Alaska. This responsibility protects the public 
from gross negligence of improper weldments that could fail, but only to 
the extent of those weldors actually certified by the Welding Inspectors.

As this method of assurance is still in the infancy stage due to the newness 
of the application, it is immature to criticize the effectiveness of the 
program. As more Welding Inspectors are licensed within the State, the 
greater the public protection will become.

I 36 (a)



I■
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
1
I
I
I
I
II 
H 
i 
I 
1 
I

Ms. Elaine Garrett 
Div. of Occupational Licensing 

September 17, 1979 

Page 2

There have been many instances of weld failures of crane booms, trailer 

hitches, store awnings, fishing boat hulls, school playground equipment, 
recreational equipment as wall as building structures and harbor facilities, 

all of which are hazardous to the general public. Only trained personnel 
can recognize a poor or inadequate weldment and determine the abilities 

of a certifiable weldor.

It has been proven over the years that industry does not generally control 

the quality of production, evidenced by the need of welding codas to guide 
the users to implace restrictions of fabricat.on to assure quality. This 
is also evidenced by the need of societies to indoctrinate testing programs 

and Alaska to create the Board of Welding Examiners.

The Board has made acknowledgeable strides in creating a regulation that 
closely fits the needs of public interests, although additional revisions 
and clarifications of the regulations are clearly recognized by the Board 
members. These Board members serve without payment for their services, 
so progress is naturally slower than paid employees would be, although the 
expertise of these members would be more costly than the State would care 
to absorb if they would be available for hire. The cost to the State is 
at a minimum and should be recognized by the Audit Committee.

The size of the Board should be enlarged to accommodate the availability 
of donated services and to expand the current expertise level needed to 

properly evaluate the publics needs and industry's acceptance to those 
safeguards. As Board member nominations are received from two societies, 
they are not restricted to the societies membership by any means.

The Board's future activities will be guided by the public's desires of 
creating more effective regulations that are enforceable pursuant to the 
public's needs. These goals are yet to be formalized and categorized 
to a general public need. With the forthcoming projects of the petro­
chemical industry in the State, a greater need will be emphasized for the 
Board's guidance in revising regulations to insure the Alaskan public 
will be protected from inadequate welding by assuring Welding Inspectors 
are properly tested and are qualified to pass judgement on the certifi­

cation of weldors.

There has already been a Senate Bill proposed to create a welding bureau 
within the State which would be more of a bureaucratic administration 

of welding than a regulation, which if nothing else, emphasizes the need 
for the Board of Welding Examiners to create a better regulation guideline.

Sincerely,

' - ' L  A f)
jvbr- K/t ( ' < / / ? .  ( K-

Donald M. Lockman, Chairman 

Board of Welding Examiners

/nl
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D E P A R T M E N T  OF CO M M E R CE  & 
ECONOMIC D E V E L O P M E N T

Dl VISION OF OCCUPA TIONAL LICENSING

BOARD OF WELDING EXAMINERS

POUCH D
JUNEAU, ALASKA 09811

September 25, 1979 R E C E I V E D
'SEP 2 8  1979

t-EGfcSLAT| V|i
a u d i t

Mr. Don Lockman 

Chairman

Board of Welding Examiners 

8235 Endicott Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Lockman:

Enclosed are n\y responses to the preliminary audit report on the Board 

of Welding Examiners.

1. Report Conclusion

a. I concur that most consumers (e.g., engineers, construc­

tion and pipeline companies) of welding services possess

adequate knowledge to properly evaluate the qualifica­

tions of those providing services.

b. However, from personal experience, it has been obs o n  ad
that those who have the knowledge are not the individuals 
out in the field doing inspection and quality assurance 
work. Examples: 1) the Ketchbaw-Alyeska controversy

would, in all probability, not have occurred if the pro­
ject was being adequately controlled by qualified welding 

inspection. I personally know senior managers on the 
project that had very limited knowledge of welding or 
inspection. I know of one inspector who was a used car 
salesman with no qualifications; 2) movies of the first 
pipeline run on the North side of Cook Inlet clearly show 

that pipeline inspection consisted of a truck mirror on a 
three-foot handle and a flashlight. Clearly inadequate;

3) the roof of the Bethel Hospital and the walkway between 
the campuses at Alaska Community College and the University 

of Alaska in Anchorage demonstrate a complete lack of 
inspection. Untold dollars were spent on correcting the 
projects to ensure safety to the public.

I-H8LH 3 7 ( a )
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c. In short, millions of dollars have been spent to correct 

deficiencies that would not have occurred with adequate 
welding inspection. Also, hazards claiming lives have 

occurred within the State which could have been prevented 

if adequate inspection had been available to correct 
safety violations or defect code violations. Examples: 

Building 6-900 on Elmendorf burning in the 1960's and 
killing a welder and helper. A welder killed when work­

ing off of errpty gasoline drums during construction of 
the parks highway.

d. I believe that the knowledge is possessed by the con­
sumers but that it, in many cases, is not, or inadequately 
applied.

e. I agree that the AWS welding inspection program is the 
best thing since light bread, however, at this time, 
there is nothing that requires companies to use qualified 

inspectors (except 12 AAC 72), that has been the direction 
that the board has taken to provide higher quality inspec­
tion to welding projects, thereby saving the public 
untold dollars in rework and to increase the safety 
during welding operations and in the final product.

2. Recommendation No. 1

I admit that the board his problems that must be corrected. I, 
however, believe that thi board is needed as shown in the preceding 
comments. I also feel t.»at, for the last year, the board has made 
very little progress since almost all energy has been expended on 
Sunset Review. If we can ever get this review completed and get 
back to work on revising statutes, regulations and implement cor­
rections to problems, we will make great strides toward protecting 
the public (our main job).

This audit has been very helpful in pointing out problem areas, but 
we must now have time to work in implementing the recommendations 
instead of continuing to prepare for the review.

Recommendation No. 2

1. The State does not need to look at visual examinations 

since it is virtually impossible to obtain or maintain an 
AWS QC-1 Certificate without the results of the exam 
being received by AWS. We do not need to increase the 
bureaucracy by requesting something that has already been 
requested and supplied.

2. I concur that the board should review qualifications 
prior to issuing licenses.

I 37(b)
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Recommendation No. 3

1. I agree. However, I consider myself a lay member since I 

work for the Federal Government as an aircraft maintenance 
officer. I have very little chance to gain monetarily 

from any actions of the board. I also am technically 
qualified to make good input to the board's operations.
If appointments are made from the entire industry some 
method must be set up to solicit applications.

H  b. The Office of the Governor must respond in a timely
"  manner in order to be effective.

Recommendation No. 4

a. Concur.

b. Concur.

c. Concur.

Recommendation No. 5

1. Concur.

2. This one is

3. •Concur.

4. Concur.

Recommendation No. 6

1. Concur.

2. Concur.

3. Concur.

4. Concur.

E. Concur.

Additional Comments

I was asked for more information than I could supply simply because of 
one reason: time. It seems that every time a response is required from
me by the Division of Legislative Audit, I am working 14-hour days and 
on n\y way out of State. Twenty days to respond is inadequate. If we 
could respond during the next scheduled board meeting, we could work for 
a couple of days and come up with the type of response that you are

37 (c)
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Mr. Don Lockman Page 4 September 25, 1979

looking for. All board members are busy and need additional time to 
meet together to comply with your wishes.

Appendix A

If the board has collected no revenues, the companies that have paid for 
test lab licenses in the past, as well as myself, paying for welder 
qualifier and welding inspector licenses are surely getting ripped off.
I suggest homework should be done. I also feel that the expenditures by 
the board are insignificant for the amount of work that has been done by 
the board.

Appendix D

It appears to me that properly qualified welding inspectors (if not 

qualified they could not pass AWSQC-1), more or less support the board. 
Individuals who cannot qualify under AWS QC-i will not (for obvious 

reasons), support the board.

I appreciate the opportunity to reply to the Division of Legislative 
Audit, but, again, request more of the item that I have the least of, 

time.

Very truly yours,

/ v (i ^

Don H. Delk 
Secretary

DHD/sa2/6

I 3 7 ( d )
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To: Don Delk
Secretary, Board of Welding Examiners

August 9, 1979

L E G I S L A T I V E
A U D I T

S E P  2 8  1979

Re: Comments in regards to Judy White's letter of June 20, 1979 to the
Board of Welding Examiners

In general the letter received by Judy White, Auditor Division of 
Legislative Audit, in regards to Sunset Legislation is very well v/ritten 
and pinpoints exactly many of the problems of the Board of Welding Examiners.

I would like to take exception, however, to the following points:

a) AV/S's lack of support for State licensure: Robert Foxall, AV/S
National Chairman, 19/8; John Moeller, AWS Chairman, 1977 and

Ken Fordyce, AWS National Certification Chairman have been present 
at Anchorage AWS meetings and have spoken highly of the Board of 
Welding Examiners' work in regards to licensing inspectors.

b) It may be true that only one state requires licensing of 
Welding Inspectors, however the AWS certification program has 
only been in effect since 1976 and thus it is understandable that 
very few states have adopted the requirement of certification.

c) Certification of welders instead of inspectors was discussed 
previously by the board. It v/as felt that it is easier to 
monitor and license 100 welding inspectors than 2,000 welders.

I do agree that monitoring either welding inspectors or welders 
by state agencies is not feasible, however I do believe many 
individual welding inspectors have vastly upgraded their know­
ledge and ability in meeting the state license requirment.

d) In regards to the state license files, there are discrepencies 

all of which arc minor and easily corrected. I do believe that 
the public is being protected from "unqualified practitioners" 

to a greater extent than ever before.

e) In regardG to the make up of the Board of Welding Examiners size,

appointments, etc. I would agree that we need a more diverse
group, h o w e v e r  I w o u l d  think that s e v e n  m e m b e r s  is a workable 
number. Meetings of twice or once yearly I would think is a 

better solution for cutting costs than limiting the numbers of 
members to five. Wo may only affect 50 to 100 inspectors, however 
the regulations affect thousands of welders.

f) In regards to revising the statutes, revising administrative regu­
lations, developing board objectives and document administrative 
procedures; many good points were brought up. I would like to see 
the Auditor, Judy White, attend our next meeting if possible in 
order that we might make some progress in these areas.

In conclusion, I would say that although the present statutes are probably
unenforceable to a large extent they never the less have made a very positive 
impact in the area of v/elding in Alaska v/ith many inspectors being licensed

38 (a)
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through the American V/elding Society. Personally I do not believe the Board 

should be terminated in 1980, however I do not feel that further regulation of 
the industry by government is -necessary either.

Peter A. Millar, P.E.
Member of the Board of Welding Examiners

I 3 8  ( b )
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Plumbers f, Steamfittcrs 
Union Local 375 
3568 Geraghty Street 
Fairbanks, AK 99701

October 3, 1979

m n  0

OCT » 1979

L E G I S L A T I V E
7M!) 6  a T

0* -m* V *

Gerald L. Wilkerson, CPA 
Legislative Auditor 
Division of Legislative Audit 
Pouch WF
Juneau, AK 99811

RE: A  Performance Review of the Board of Welding Examiners, June 8, 1979.

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

Your letter of September 10th has requested a reply within twenty (20) days.
In order to meet this deadline, we two board members have had several 
meetings and discllssions. We have not had time to get together with the 
entire board or to circulate a reply, so that all of the board could par­
ticipate in this answer.

At the time of the Legislative committee hearing, the welding hoard con­
templates "presenting its case." Our discussions indicate that this 
case will be in three parts:

1) an orientation in respect to welding

2) recommendations of prominent authorities throughout the 
United States with respect to State regulation of welding, and

3) a series of specific proposals including but not limited 
to those raised by the preliminary audit report.

By way of the requested written reply, to the findings and recommendations 
of the written audit report, we set. forth the following:

1) Re: Recommendation No. 1. Tcmi.ination of the Board. We disagree.
The performance review sets forth good criteria to determine whether 
licensing is desirable. Essentially we agree that licensing is desirable 
when a) unlicensed practice poses a serious risk; hi consumers arc at a 
disadvantage in evaluating the welder; and c) there has been abuse wilh 
inadequate recourse through the general law. Here the unlicensed practise 
can mean failure of the wold with the attendant, sinking of the vessel, 
collapse of a structural steel member, bursting of a pipe, leakage of 
carbon monoxide from a muffler into the interior of an automobile, etc.
It is safe to say that the general public does not know enough about 
welding and welders to be able to evaluate a person's qualifications as 
a welder. The sinking of barges, collapse of crane booms and leakage 
of pipelines and car mufflers, have resulted in loss of life and environ­
mental damage; in addition to the structural damage and loss of time which 
can be compensated through the general law. Therefore, licensing is 
desirable.

I 39(a)



Perfonmmce review is correct in indicating that the State of Alaska has 
not been in a financial position to regulate, by licensing, all welding 
personnel in the past. It is also correct in indicating that only one 
other State to date has elected the stop gap measure currently used by 
the Board of Welding examiners, of licensing welding inspectors. We 
respectfully suggest, that that time is at hand when public safety and 
environmental necessity merit the regulation of welding in a more thorough 
manner. We further suggest that the logical means to do this is through 
a State Board of Welding Examiners, who will be able to be more active 
than the Board has been allowed to be in the past.

2) Re: Recommendation No. 2. The Board more active in Licensing.
We agree with this recommendation. 'Ihc performance review makes excellent 
points in this regard and its suggestions together with others to be 
proposed by ourselves should be adopted within the next year. To impli­
cate these will require action by the Board in promulgating regulations
and a budget which will permit actual work in the field. It is to be 
hoped that both..9 f these processes could be completed by the beginning of 
fiscal 1980-81.

3) Re: Recommendation No. 3. Assuring adequate representation
on the Board. Wc concur with the hulk of this recommendation. The per­
formance review is good as far as it goes, in reviewing the Board composi­
tion, terms, etc. We feel that there are additional factors which sh uJd 
be considered in the make-up of the Board and the terms to be served.
This is a Legislative process and wc will be presenting specific recom­
mendations to the Legislature in this regard. Because it is the turn of 
the Welding Board for review under the sunset law it would be hoped that 
these matters could lie completed by the Legislature at its next, session.
The harder portion of the recommendation to implicate, concerns the 
direction that the Governor act in a more timely manner in making ap­
pointments to the Board. The Board itself would be glad to participate
as requested in screening and recommending appointments. Ft is beyond 
the ability of the Board to direct the Governor in the course of making 
appointments. Wc agree with the recommendation but arc not in a political 
position to be able to implicate it.

4) Re: Recommendation No. 4. Board recommendation of statutory
revisions. We concur with this recommendation. As mcnHonciraEove we 
feci that the time has come when the State no longer need use the Board 
of Welding Examiners as a stop-gap measure to "do the best it can", to 
protect public safety and environmental concern. We favor the review of 
powers and duties of the Hoard. The Board has long . requested fiscal 
support; for the enforcement of welding regulations, since it is obviously 
quite difficult, to be a fierce tiger when you are toothless. We certainly 
have no objections to the applicability of the administrative procedures 
act. Implementation of this should be by Legislative action and it can be 
completed by the effective date of Legislation affecting the welding 
•board during 1980.
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Gerald L. Wilkerson 
October 3, 1979 
Page Three

This paper is not the place to present a series of detailed recommenda­
tions. These will be provided at the Legislative hearing.

5) Re: Recommnidation No. 5. Continuing revision of administrativc 
regulations. We concur with the recommendation although we may differ on
some of the detailed suggestions. Once again these suggestions are good, 
they represent needs that should be met and that the Board lias been en­
deavoring to meet over the past couple of years. Wc propose that the 
Board continue its process of review and address the specific points raised. 
This should be implicated by board action with a target date of July 1, 1980.

6) Re: Recommendation No. 6. Defining objectives and reporting 
to the Governor and Legislature. We concur with the recommendation, feeling 
that part of the defining of objectives is established by the Legislature, 
and that staff time will have to he provided to permit the requested 
reporting to be done. Because this recommendation is partially budgetary
it will have to be accomplished through both board action and legislative 
action and would probably become effective July 1, 1980 when the new 
budget becomes effective. We hope that the presentation that we will be 
making to the Legislative committees as part of the "sunset" process, will 
be of considerable help in arriving at the implication of this recommendation.

We hope that we will be notified of the time of the Legislative committee 
hearing at the earliest possible date. A good presentation requires lead 
time to make people available and work concepts into shape. We look 
forward to cooperating with you in the future in this process.

Respect fu 1 ly subini tted,

I
39(c)



State of Alaska 

Gerald L. Wilkerson, CPA 
Legislative Auditor
Division of Legislative Audit 

Juneau, Alaska 99803

RE: Board of Welding Examiners

SUBJECT: Board response to recommendations enclosed in Performance Review of 
the Board of Welding Examiners of June 8, 1979.

Recommendation #1

We, the Board, feel the Board of Welding Examiners should be allowed to continue.

In addressing the primary goal of regulating occupations to protect the public:

1. An uncertified weldor or welding inspector can produce a product which 

impairs the life, safety, health and economic well being of all potential 

consumers. Many items of this nature can be addressed which are specific 

projects both State financed and privately funded.

2. Potentially, every resident in Alaska is a consumer of welding services. 

Only a small number of Alaskan'residents possess the knowledge to 

evaluate the qualification of a provider of welding services. Almost 

every item constructed or repaired in the State has we,ding involved in 

some stage of construction or repair, ie: fuel oil tanks, bridges, 

aircraft, automobile fixtures, buildings, pipelines, etc. from very 

small items to large scale projects.

3. There is much evidence of abuse of welded components to which the 

consumers (which is the tax paying public) have no adequate recourse 

through the general laws. Instead, the consumer must depend on 

specialists such as qualified weldors and certified welding inspectors 

to protect their interests.



Rebuttal of Last Paragraph, Page 8 :

The potential of public impact is not only addressed to large scale 

projects but more often to everyday usage of welded components sugh as trailer 

hitches, gas tanks, lawn mowers, and many small items used around the home. 

Imminent physical and economical harm can be brought upon the public due to 

inferior welding on these types of small scale projects.

Much public impact has been expended on large scale projects such as 

mentioned due to the economic impact of reworking inferior welding, many of 

which have been State funded projects which the public had already paid for.

First Paragraph, Page 9 :

The statment that persons responsible for the construction of large 

projects are the consumers of welding services is erroneous as has been 

indicated above. Almost every resident of Alaska is a consumer of welding 

services.

Even the large companies do not always possess the adequate welding 

personnel to evaluate welding components, such has been experienced in the 

pipeline project.

We agree with the statement that "the AWS Certified Welding Inspector 

Program provides a means of identifying qualified inspectors", although the 

only requirement to this program is the State regulation 12AAC72.005 which 

was drafted and implimented by the State Board of Welding Examiners. The 

AWS Program is a voluntary program only.



Second Paragraph, Page 9 ;

Even though the interstate gas pipeline falls under the jurisdiction 

of the Federal Power Commission it is generally the Federal Government's 

policy to comply with the intent of State laws and regulations.

Third Paragraph, Page 9 :

The AWS's support has largely influenced the State's regulations by 

providing a means for evaluating welding inspectors qualifications and has 

supported the intent of the Welding Board to impliment their program but 

has naturally desired to remain politically inactive.

The statement that "only one other State has required licensing of 

welding inspectors", has no influence cn Alaska except to show that Alaska 

is a progressive State in protection of their consumers.

Fourth Paragraph, Page 9 ;

There is evidence of the State licensing of Welding Inspectors 

affording significant protection to consumers by a significant increase of 

welding knowledge in the State since the practice of licensing of welding 

•inspectors was established.

Fifth Paragraph, Page 9 ;

The weldor qualification certificates could be required by statute 

if desired but the AWS Certification Program for Welding Inspectors could 

not be adopted by reference without a Board of Examiners to evaluate changes 

in the program or amending requirements due to the rapidly changing welding 

industry.



Page 4

Sixth Paragraph, Page 9 :

Sufficient public need does exist for continuing the present licensing 

and regulatory structure as evidenced by the welding inspectors who attempt to 

become licensed and found themselves not possessing an adequate knowledge of 

welding to successfully be licensed. This is illustrated by the audit committee 

in Recommendation #2, item #2.

Recommendation #2, Page 9 :

Item #1, Page 9 :

Application forms do reauest all information necessary to determine 

requirements for l i c e n s u n  by means of the initial AWS QC-1 Certificate 

which has documented items of compliance with 12 AAC 72.065 (a) 1-8. The 

State Board of Welding Examiners are knowledgeable of the AWS Documentation 

Program that insures the compliance with 12 AAC 72.065 (a) 1-8. No additional 

documentation is needed until the Board sees evidence that the AWS Program 

is not fulfilling the obligation set forth in the State's regulations.

At such time that the AWS's Program is changed to a noncompliance of these 

regulations, the State Board will require additional documentation. Applicants 

for renewal need not be asked for evidence of a visual examination since the 

AWS renewal requires this proof of examination upon renewal.

Item #2, Page 9 :

The Board of Welding Examiners agree with the intent of item #2, 

recommendation No. 2, as of October 26, 1979 will require all applicants to 

be reviewed by the Board prior to issuance of licenses.



Rebuttal, Last Paragraph, Page 1 0 :

At the present time the Board is well rounded and represents the 

suggested areas of the occupation. For example:

(a) Two members are from test labs, one of which is diversified to

construction activities.

(b) One member is from the petrochemical industry.

(c) One member is from a Federal Governmental Department.

(d) One member is from a labor organization.

(e) One member is from the welding craft.

(f) One member is from the nondestructive inspection field.

No two members are from the same company or corporation.

First Paragraph, Page 1 1 :

Nominations are accepted from the entire industry through two 

societies who submit nominations to the governor. If the vehicle of these 

two societies are not used, the State will have to setup a program to accept 

nominations.

Most qualified interested persons are well aware of the existence of 

these two societies.

A person wishing to be nominated is not required tb be a member of either 

Society and can be submitted if they possess the required knowledge and 

experience Of the welding industry.

Recommendation #3, Page 1 0 ;



Page 6

Second Par-4r:-, ,,pht P6dfe H  i

The Board would 56 receptive to 1nc1 tiding a lay toembet* to the Board 
as the eighth member*

Terms of Board Members, Page H i

The Board feels the term of five years is not excessive and agrees 

that no member should serve mor6 than two consecutive terms.

Size of the Board, Page 1 1 ;

We do not feel the Board 1s unduly large due to the many facets of 

the industry to be addressed for public protection. If the Board number 

was reduced, a quorum could be too small to address the overall Board's 

responsibilities. The Board represents approximately 50 licensed welding 

inspectors and all certified weldors In the state numbering many thousands.

As the licensing of welding inspectors is relatively new, the number of 

inspectors will be rapidly increasing as industry 1n the state increases.

Appointments, Page 1 1 :

We agree, the Office of the Governor should make rapid appointments.

Recommendation //4, Page 1 2 ;

A. The Board feels an obligation to recommend changes 1n the statement AS08.99.080 

that no longer pertains to the Board's activities. These statute recommendations 

are as follows:

Section 08.99.050, Qualifications of Board Members:

~ T d d  "except for one lay member1̂

Section 08.9r .080, Qualifications of Board Members:
1. Change to read "Establish and promulgate rules and regulations 

concerning welding in the state."

2. Abolish.



• 3. Change to read "Work with federal and orivate agencies and

specifying engineers to insure the Board is aware of the state of 

the art".

4. No change.

5. Insert after work accepted "for the licensing of welding inspectors". 

Omit existing words following the word accepted.

6. Change the wording to read "Set the fees for welding inspector 

1icenses".

7. Change the wording to read "Examine, certify and renew the licenses of 

qualified applicants".

8. No change.

9. Abolish.

10. Change the wording to read "Designate and approve persons qualified 

to administer welding tests through the licensing of welding 

inspectors".

Renumber Item 10 (b) to 11

11. (a) Omit word "Technical".

(b) Omit "Department of Labor" and replace with "Department of 

Commerce and Economic Development".

(c) Omit reference f llowing the words "promulgated under" 

XXXXXXXXXXXXX leaving the words "this chapter".

(d) Omit reference after words "this chapter".



Section 08.99/110, Codes:

Change wording to read "The welding codes within the State will 

be governed by the job specification, in the absence of job 

specifications the minimum code requirement shall be the applicable 

AWS Code".

B. Page 1 2 :

The recommended change to AS08.99.080 (b) deletes the Department of Labor.

C. Page 1 2 :

The Board agrees with the audit statement and will require assistance 

from the department on this issue.

Recommendation #5, Page 1 3 :

1. AAC 72.055 and AAC 72.015 - Add "or cause economic loss" following life 

or property.

2. AAC 72.045 - Omit from item (1) word "and". Omit all of Item (2).

3. Change regulation 12 AAC 72.105 (a) to read:

A welding inspector license is valid from the date of issuance or 

renewal through the expiration date of the inspector's American Welding 

Society's QC1 Certification submitted with the licensing application 

or renewal.

Change regulation 12 AAC 72.105 (b) to read:

Application for renewal of a welding Inspector license must be made

to the department on a form provided by the department and must je

accompanied by a fee of $10.00.



Page 9

Cnange Alaska Statue 08.01.100 to read:

(a) All licenses, except Welding Inspector licenses, shall be 

renewed biennially on the dates set by the department with 

the approval of the respective board. Welding Inspector 

licenses will be renewed upon application in conjunction 

with the renewal of the Welding Inspector's AWS QC1 

Certification renewal with the approval of the board.

4. The Board feels that the mandatory ■•equirement of licensing requires a 

greater latitude for the availability of examination and therefore the 

requirement of four test dates are in order.

Second Paragraph, Page 1 4 :

The Board feels that continuing revisions of the regulations are 

required 1f the Board is to remain viable.

Recommendation #6, Page 1 4 :

The Board feels an annual report is in order and will do so with the 

assistance of the Department of Occupational Licensing.

The aforementioned statements and recommended changes to the Alaska Statutes 

Chapter 01. Centralized Licensing, Chapter 99. Board of Welding Examiners 

and Professional/Vocational Regulations Chapter 72 Board of Welding Examiners 

was approved by a Board quorum during the October 26, 1979 meeting of the 

Board of Welding Examiners.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donald M. Lockman, Cnairman 
Board of Welding Examiners
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'BOARD OF WELDING EXAMINERS 

(AS 08.99.010-101) 7 members appointed by the governor from a list 
of persons prepared by the Alaska Chapter of the American Welding 
Society and the Alaska Society of Professional Engineers; confirmed 

bjr the legislature; 5-year term.

-

MBERS REPLACING

Mr. Phillip Davis 
986 N. Copper Street 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Vacant

Mr. Donald Delk 

SRA Box 372-C 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507

Mr. Donald Lockman f 
8235 Endicott Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Mr. Peter Millar 
2434 Colleen Circle 
Ancnorage, Alaska 99501

Vacant

Mr. J. C. Wingfield 
495 Sprucewood Road 

^'Fa i r b a n k s ,  Alaska 99701

Long

Richard Schneider

James W. Crippen

APPT.

75/12/05

78/03/00

76/12/05

78/03/00

m m . .. /

TERM

82/ 12/16

78/12/16

80/12/16

81/ 12/16

79/12/16

78/12/16

79/12/16

CONTACT AGENCY:
Division of Occupational Licensing 

Commerce & Economic Development 

(465-2535)
ID #106

(.

4

- 1 2 8 -
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Agenda for Welding Board Meeting on Friday, October 26, 1979

1. Approval of the minutes for the meeting of July 27, 

1979.

2. Weldirg Inspectors exam on Saturday, October 27,

1979 at 9:00 a.m., Room 103, Building G on the 

Anchorage Community College Campus, located at 
2533 Providence Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska.

3. Approval of Welding Inspectors licensed for 1979-1980.

4. Discussion of Sunset Legislation.

5. Next Board meeting scheduling.
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Mr. P r e s i d e n t :

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  on C O M M E R C E has had C S H B  9 9 A  a m

c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s
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r e f e r r e d  to the C o m m i  t t e e
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Official Business

(Alaska delate l̂egislature
Senate

Committee on Commerce 

M a r c h  13, 1 9 8 0

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C l e m  T i l l i o n  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  the S e n a t e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Mr. P r e s i d e n t :

Y o u r  S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  h a d  u n d e r  c o n s i d­
e r a t i o n  for " S u n s e t "  r e v i e w  t h e  B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  
p u r s u a n t  to y o u r  r e f e r r a l  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 5 0  a n d  A S  0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 .

In a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the s t a t u t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g  w a s  h e l d  on  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h i s  b o a r d ,  a t  w h i c h  
w r i t t e n  a n d  o r a l  t e s t i m o n y  w a s  r e c e i v e d .  M e m b e r s  o f  the 
b o a r d  t e s t i f i e d  in p e r s o n  o r  by  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  o f  the b o a r d  for F Y  19 8 1  a n d  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x a m i n e d  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  a u d i t  o f  t h e  a c t i v i­
tie s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  
A u d i t .

G u i d e d ,  in p a r t ,  b y  th i s  p e r f o r m a n c e  r e v i e w  the C o m m i t t e e  
t o o k  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  the f a c t o r s  r e q u i r e d  to b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 5 0 ( c ) .

In  c o n s i d e r i n g  the f i n d i n g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  the 
D i v i s i o n  of L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  as t h e y  a p p e a r  o n  p a g e s  8 
t h r o u g h  15 o f  t h e  P e r f o r m a n c e  R e v i e w  of  the B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  
E x a m i n e r s  d a t e d  J u n e  8, 1979, w h i c h  is h e r e b y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
by r e f e r e n c e  a s  t h o u g h  f u l l y  s e t  o u t  h e r e i n ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  
m a k e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  f i n d s  t h a t  it w o u l d  b e  i n  the 
b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the p e o p l e  o f  the s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
f o r  t h e  b o a r d  to  be  c o n t i n u e d  a n d  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  n u m b e r  1 w h i c h  
r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  S t a t e  l i c e n s i n g  of  w e l d i n g  p e r s o n n e l  
b e  d i s c o n t i n u e d .



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C l e m  T i l l i o n  
M a r c h  13, 19 8 0  
P a g e  2

I n  g e n e r a l ,  w e  c o n c u r  w i t h  f i n d i n g s  2 t h r o u g h  6.
I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  w i l l  
a d d r e s s  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  a d e q u a t e l y  t h r o u g h  r e g u l a ­
t o r y  c h a n g e .  If i t  p r o c e e d s  to d o  so, i t  w i l l  n o t  
b e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  to a d d r e s s  t h e s e  
p r o b l e m s  b y  s t a t u t e .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  f e e l s  t h a t  it  h a s  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  
t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  c a t e g o r i e s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 5 0 ( d ) ,  
a n d  r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  c h a n g e s  s t a t e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  
the B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  b e  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  f o u r  
y e a r s ,  t h a t  is, t h a t  the r e p e a l e r  w i t h  r e g a r d  to t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
of t h e  b o a r d  be  a m e n d e d  to  r e a d  J u n e  30, 1984.

A  b i l l  w i l l  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  the C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  to 
i m p l e m e n t  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  in t h i s  r e p o r t .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d

Sc
C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

B B / b m
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CORRESPONDENCE RE: THE CONTINUATION OF THE BOARD OF WELDING EXAMINERS
CSSB 553, SCSCSHB 994

Don Ca t he r , Pressure Vessel Inspector with The Dept, of Labor 
The board is not needed for it duplicates powers 
already in existence.

Mechanical Contractors £f Fairbanks - The board is not needed. ;
Duplication.

I

Veco Inc. of Anchorage - The board is not needed.-

Bruce Stephens, Stephens Brother Plumbing - The board is not needed.

R a lp h  Eldrige, Mechanical Contractors of Anchorage - Opposed to the
contimuation of the Board.

Don L o c h ma n , Chairman, State Board of Welding Examiners - Opposes
Sec. 9 which requires the board's budget to be determined V 
by license fee income. This would require an increase in 
the license fee.

Brad: I a l s o  t a l k e d  w i t h  F r a n k  L e e  w h o  is a W e l d e r  a n d  h e  i n d i c a t e d  to 
m e  that the b o a r d  s h o u l d ' b e  t e r m i n a t e d  a n d  that it do e s  d u p l i c a t e  
p o w e r s  a l r e a d y  in e x i s t e n c e .



CORRESPONDENCE RE: THE CONTINUATION OF THE BOARD OF WELDING EXAMINERS
CSSB 553, SCSCSHB 994

Don Cather, Pressure Vessel Inspector with The Dept, of Labor 
The board is not needed for it duplicates powers 
already in existence.

Mechanical Contractors of Fairbanks - The board is not needed.
Duplication.

5

Veco Inc. of Anchorage - The board is not needed.

Bruce Stephens, Stephens Brother Plumbing - The board is not needed.

Ralph Eldrige,' Mechanical Contractors of Anchorage - Opposed to the
continuation of the Board.

Don Lochman, Chairman, State Board of Welding Examiners - Opposes
Sec. 9 which requires the board's budget to be determined 
by license fee income. This would require an increase in 
the license fee.



April 28, 1980

Senator Mike Colletta y

Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V (MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Colletta:

In 1968, the idea for the Board of Welding Examiners was to develop methods 

that would help reduce costs for an employer to hire welders: 1) through
knowing the welder's background, as each welder would be registered with 

the state and carry a card so stating his certification; and 2) so regi­
stered welders could be hired for specific welding jobs and if further 

testing was needed, the employer would know the applicant's elementary 
welding background thus eliminating many primary tests which are quite 

expensive.

The ensuing welding boards have changed directions several times. Until 
now, they have added at least two layers of cost to employers who use welders 

1) through government, which involves registration of welding Inspector/ 
Examiners and enforcement of these inspections; and 2) through regulations 

where the employer must now contract for, or employ additional persons, to 

inspect welds and to qualify welders.

The additional costs, only to Alaskan employers, further reduces the chance 
of the smaller Alaskan welding companies to compete with outside companies 

for the limited amount of business available in the state.

It should also be noted that a welding inspector/qualifier does not inspect 
prefab buildings, muffler installations, trailer-hitch work, or other 

major welding work done by others before being shipped into the state, thus 
the greater part of any welding entering the state is not inspected.

I do not feel the board has served any useful purpose to date, even though 
it has been functional for 10 years. It should also be noted that any 
welding company in the state may have their welders tested at any of the test 
labs in the state, thus eliminating the additional expense for an in-house 

welding qualifier. Overall, it appears this is a well-organized drive by
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37 weld inspectors left over from the pipeline days, to continue in lucrative 

jobs. As may be noted on the attachment of the 59 weld inspectors registered 
in Alaska, less than two-thirds are residents —  certainly not a good image 

for local hiring.

Should you feel that the bill is needed, may I make several suggestions for 
its betterment:

SECTION 4, 08.99.050. The 37 welding inspectors presently registered 
in the state apparently wish to monopolize this board as the new bill \

would have two of the members on it. I feel the board would be more responsive^ 

to the public needs if the language remained as in past statutes: "all

members shall have extensive experience in welding." ; > \

SECTION 5, 08.99.080. I would like to ask that the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers' Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code (ASME) be excluded 

from this law as these activities are covered iri other statutes. The 
welding to boilers and pressure vessels is under the jurisdiction of 

competent N a t i o " 1 Board of Boiler and Pressure Vessel 'inspectors and they 
only inspect bo rs and pressure vessels being fabricated in the ASME 

Code boiler and , assure vessel shops and oversee the repair to boilers 
and pressure vessels to assure it is done in a safe manner and in accordance 
to the ASME Code guidelines.

Should you have any questions, 

(907) 344-6809.

Regards,

please do not hesitate to contact me aL

Don Cather

cc: Rules Coirrp'ttee
Senators Robert H. Ziegler, Sr.

Bill Sumner 

George H. Hohman, Jr. 
Clem V. Till ion

Attachments
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MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS
'p e U f t i m t & A .  *Ik c .

P. O. Box 534 ☆  Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

May 16, 1980

Senator Mike Colletta 

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

(Mail Stop Number 3100)

Dear Mr. Colletta: H A

Re: Senate Bill No. 553

Every segment of industry has a stake in having the consumer associate receive 

its products and services within the concept of professionalism. This is 
especially important at a time when there is a prevalence among many to accept 

shoddy merchandise and workmanship from everyone. This is an unfortunate but 
inescapable way of life. Our industry, the Plumbing, Heating and Cooling Con­
tractors, rejects this style of life.

We are governing ourselves with a system of self controls. Welding examiners 

and welding certification in our industry is already provided for by a Testing 
Board. Testing boards and labs are operated by private companies and service 

owners, architects and other agencies as required by the standards and specifi­

cations of the industry. These boards and labs follow regulations and standards 

of the American Welding Society and the Alaska Society of Professional Engineers.

We discussed the proposed legislation at our last regular meeting and feel we 
have enough regulation and proper controls. Re-establishing the Board of Welding 

Examiners and the creation of a five or seven member panel would provide little 

or no benefit to our industry. Regulations of this type should be aided by the 
experience and comments of the industry it intends to govern. This is unneeded 
regulation.

Please call or write to any of us for other personal comments concerning this or 
other regulations.

Sincerely,

Eugene Yurkovich, Executive oecretary

EY/gg

Attachment - Membership Roster



MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS OF FAIRBANKS, INC. 

Membership Roster

Don C. Chandler and Bill Sager 

Chandler Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

P. 0. Box 534 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 

456-5282

James Desmond and Bob Macomber 
Western Mechanical, Inc.

3230 Airport Way 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

452-1831

Vern Boyles and Gene Rutland 

Tanana Mechanical 

P. 0. Box 1189 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
452-1792

Jess Whitney and Mike Whitney 

Whitney Brothers Plumbing & Heating 

P.O. Box 926 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 

479-3171

Guy Whitney
Trans-Alaska Mechanical Contractor 

P. 0. Box 60489 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99706 

456-5371

Dennis Wise

Wise Mechanical Contractors 
300 Wedgewood Drive 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

452-3923

George Wise 

Arctic Mechanical 

935 Aurora Drive 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
452-4537

Ed Burlison 

Yukon Services 
P. 0. Box 60129 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
452-4474

Mike Sexton 

Universal Mechanical 

P. 0. Box 2499 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 

456-7493

Bob Horn 

Apex Mechanical 

P. 0. Box 1105 
Fairbans, Alaska 99707 
488-2882

Vern Nash and Gary Nash 

Nash Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 92 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
452-3945

Jerry Burgess
Burgess Plumbing & Heating

S.R. Box 30266 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
479-6142

Mike Monsey 

Glacier Mechanical 
1024 - 7th Avenue 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
452-5341

Richard Bowel 1 

Bowel! Mechanical 

P. 0. Box 80462 

College, Alaska 99701 
456-2022

Tony Haas and Jerry Lajiness 
Perfection Plumbing & Heating 
2280 Standard 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

456-7919
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32322 i'JL ANCHORAGE ALASKA 54 05-35 85 3a ADT ^  —
PMS SEN MIKE COLLETTA 
JUNEAU AK

IT  IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT S5553 IS  CURRENTLY IN THE RULES 

COMMITTEE AND IS NOT EXPECTED TO BE CONSIDERED FURTHER DURING

l x  THIS S1£SSI0*N« IT  IS OUR FEELING THAT THIS 3 ILL  JUST CREATES
|  an°THER LEVEL OF UNNEEDED BUREAUCRACY WHICH WOULD BE IMPOSED

ON many SMALL BUSINESSES WITHIN THE STATE OF ALASKA.
VSCO INC.

S
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4/24 Telephone message from:

DON LOCKMAN, CHAIRMAN 
STATE BOARD OF WELDING EXAMINERS 
o 276-3440 
h  243-4737

RE: HB 994 Welding Examiners
5 B S S 5

X *

Don is opposed to Sect 9 in original HB that requires 
brd budget be determined by license fee income. This 
would require an increase in the license fee.

The current initial licensing fee is $ 25 with a $10 annual 
renewal fee. The Board has discussed and agreed to a change 
to a 3 year renewal at $ 60, hut this would have to be much 
higher to cover the costs of examinations more than once a 
year. This is seasonal work.

The Board is meeting at 2 PM Fiday, tomorrow, in Bldg. G, Rm 103 
Anchorage Community College

. u s m  ^  c * ~ . )  W  " o



FISCAL NOTE R M M B B n n B B

I. REQUEST

I itle _p.nw e.rs a ji
Requested by_____

S e n a t e  Bill No. 5 5 3  - An A c t  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  the 
e l d i n g  E^di|i i rie t'S','"an'd'"aiiierid i n y _ftrr s t a t u t e  r e l a t i n g  to its
r-e-s-pjxns-i bi iti es a n d -p r o v i  di-irg— f o r  a n--effecti ve-,daf e ~---------

C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  ___________________________ Date 4 / T 7 / Rn __________ _

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Co mme r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ________________________________
Program Category Affected C o n s u m e r  P r o t e c t i o n  ______________________
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected R e g u l a t i o n  a n d  L i c e n s i n g  o f  P r o f e s s i o n s  
(Note: If more than one budget com ponent is affected, separate line-item am ounts and funding for each 

com ponent in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f  Dollars)

FY 80 FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 3 7 . 2 3 9 . 8 4 5_Jj 4 8 . 7
700 TRAVEL. - 0 - 1 3 . 0 1 3 . 9 TA_4_9 1 5 . 9 1 7 . 1
300 CONTRACTUAL - 0 - 6 . 6 . 7 .1  . 7 .5 8 .1 8 . 6
400 COMMODITIES - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - o -  • - 0 -
500 EOIJIPMENT - 0 - 1 .9 - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
600 LAND & STRUCTURES ■ .  0 - 1 .9 2 .0 2 .2 2 . 3 2 .5
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC. - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

TOTAL
- 0 - 6 0 . 6 6 2 . 8 6 7 . 2 71 . 8 7 6 . 9

FUNDING (Thousands o f  Dollars)

GENERAL FUND - 0 - 6 0 . 6 6 2 , 8 6 7 , 2 71 . 8 7 6 . 9
FEDERAL FUNDS - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
OTHER (Specify Fund Source) - 0 - -U - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

POSITIONS

FULL TIME - 0 - 1 1 1 1 1

PART TIME -U- - u - -0- •-U- -u- -0-

TEMPORARY -0- - u - -(} - -u- -u- -0-

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

P e r s o n n e l  S e r v i c e s

One I n v e s t i g a t o r  at R a n g e  1 8 A l o c a t e d  in A n c h o r a g e  
(7% i n f l a t i o n  f a c t o r  u s e d )

T r a v e l  (73! i n f l a t i o n  f a c t o r  u s e d )

T r a v e l  f o r  5 b o a r d  m e m b e r s  to m e e t  4 t i m e s  p e r  y e a r .  As 
the b o a r d  a l r e a d y  m e e t s  4 t i m e s  p e r  y e a r ,  it is f e l t  

s u f f i c i e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  the m e e t i n g s  f o r  F Y 81 and e a c h  y e a r  
t h e r e a f t e r  w o u l d  h a v e  to be i n c r e a s e d  to t w o  da y s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  one. All m e e t i n g s  a r e  h e l d  in A n c h o r a g e .

T h e  L i c e n s i n g  E x a m i n e r  w o u l d  n o w  h a v e  an a d d i t i o n a l  day 
p e r  d i e m  f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n .

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  t r a v e l  w o u l d  be a p p r o x i m a t e l y  14 d a y s  p e r  
m o n t h  at $ 6 0  p e r  d a y  a l l o t e m e n t .
T O T A L  T R A V E L

IV. D A T E ________ 4 /1  7 / 8 0 ______

$ 3 7 , 1 8 6 . 0 0

3 0 0 . 0 0

2 4 0 . 0 0

.PREPARED BY 
AGENCY 
PHONE _

1 2 , 4 8 0 . 0 0  

$1 3 , 0 2 0 . 0 0  
An_n_-G-r.i qgs . Pi r e c t o r ___________

Original: Legislative Finance 
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g

465-2534

33-001 (Rev. 12/79)
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C o n t r a c t u a l  (7 %  i n f l a t i o n  f a c t o r  u s e d )  j 
C o n t r a c t u a l  c o s t s  i n c l u d e  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e / l e a s i n g  

o f  o n e  a u t o m o b i l e  a n d  the c o s t s  i n c u r r e d  by it. $ 6 , 6 0 0 . 0 0

E q u i p m e n t  (Th i s  will be a o n e  t i m e  c o s t  in F Y 81 )

B r e a k d o w n  of e q u i p m e n t  for t h e  o n e  p o s i t i o n  i n c l u d e s :
1 b o o k c a s e  $ 8 4 . 7 6
1 f o u r  d r a w e r  f i l e  1 8 1 . 8 0

1 c h a i r  1 2 6 . 8 3
2 s i d e  c h a i r s  1 2 1 . 5 2
1 d e s k  3 8 9 . 3 8
1 t y p e w r i t e r  t a b l e  6 0 . 9 3

1 m a t  3 5 , 4 6

1 t y p e w r i t e r  9 0 0 . 0 0

L a n d  and S t r u c t u r e s  ( 7% i n f l a t i o n  f a c t o r  u s e d )

T h e  I n v e s t i g a t o t  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
1 2 6  s q u a r e  f e e t  l o c a t e d  in A n c h o r a g e  at a c o s t s  of 
$ 1 . 2 5  p e r  f o o t  p e r  m o n t h .

$ 1 , 9 0 0 . 7 8

$ 1 , 9 0 0 . 0 0

i



Don Cather 

4821 Becharof 
Anchorage, AK 99507

April 25, 1980

RE: CS for HB 994

Senator Brad Bradley 

Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V (MS 3100) 

Juneua, AK 99811

Dear Senator Bradley:

In 1968, the idea for the Board of Welding Examiners was to develop methods 
that would help reduce costs for an employer to hire welders: 1) through 
knowing the welder's background, as each welder would be registered with 

the state and carry a card so stating his certification; and 2) so regi­
stered welders could be hired for specific welding jobs and if further 
testing was needed, the employer would know the applicant's elementary 
welding background thus eliminating many primary tests which are quite 
expensive.

The ensuing welding boards have changed directions several times. Until 
now, they have added at least two layers of cost to employers who use welders: 
1) through government, which involves registration of welding Inspector/ 
Examiners and enforcement of these inspections; and 2) through regulations 
where the employer must now contract for, or employ additional persons to, 
inspect welds and to qualify welders.

The additional costs, only to Alaskan employers, further reduces the chance 
of the smaller Alaskan welding companies to compete with outside companies 

for the limited amount of business available in the state.

It should also be noted that a welding inspector/qualifier does not inspect 
prefab buildings, muffler installations, trailer-hitch work, or other 

major welding work done by others before Deing shipped into the state, thus 
the greater part of any welding entering the state is not inspected.

I do not feel the board has served any useful purpose to date, even though 
it has been functional for 10 years. It should also be noted that any 

welding company in the state may have their welders tested at any of the test 
labs in the state, thus eliminating the additional expense for an in-house 
welding qualifier. Overall, it appears this is a wel1-organized drive by 
37 weld inspector left over from the pipeline days, to continue in lucrative 
jobs.



Senator Brad Bradley 
April 25, 1980 
Page 2

Should you feel that the bill is needed, may I make several suggestions for 
it's betterment:

SECTION 4, 08.99.050. The 37 welding inspectors presently registered 
in the state apparently wish to monopolize this board as they wish to have 
two of their members on it. I feel the board would be more responsive to 
the public needs if the language remained as in past statutes: "all members 
shall have extensive experience in welding".

SECTION 5, 08.99.080. I would like to ask that the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers' Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code (ASME) be excluded 
from this law as these activities are covered in other statutes. The 
welding to boilers and pressure vessels is under the jurisdiction of 
competent National Board of Boiler & Pressure Vessel inspectors and they 
only inspect boilers and pressure vessels being fabricated inthe ASME Code 

boiler and pressure vessel shops and oversee the repair to boilers and 
pressure vessels to assure it is done in a safe manner and in accordance to 

the ASME Code guidelines.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 

(907) 344-6809.

Regards.

Don Catlier

cc: Conmerce Committee
Senator A. Sturgulewski 

Senator T. Kelly 
Senator F. Ferguson 
Senator T. Stimson
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' .. SENATE CS FOR CS FflR HffllSF Rill NO. 994

(SAME BRIEFING FOR CS FOR SB 553)

FIr , Pr e s i d e n t, I move the ado pt i o n of CS for SB 553, w h i c h is i d e nt i c a l,

AT THIS POINT, TO SCS FOR CSHB 994 FOR THE SAME BOARD, We HAVE WORKED 

JOINTLY TO TRY TO PREVENT AN UNNECESSARY AND OFTEN TIME-CONSUMING FREE

Co n f er e n c e Co m m i t t e e.

This b i l l continues the existence of the Board of Welding Exam in e r s 

u nitl June 30, 1984, (Another 4 y e a r s). The Board of Welding Examiners

AGREED TO MAKE CHANGES IN THEIR REGULATIONS AS DESIGNATED ON PAGE 4,

Lines 6-27; and we a greed to e xtend t h e m .

(Se c . 08.99,010) Section 1 reduces the m e m be r s h i p on the Board

P, 1, Ls, 12-14 FROM (7) TO 5 MEMBERS, THE BOARD HAS BEEN

TOO LARGE CONSIDERING THAT THERE ARE ONLY 65 

WELDING LICENSEES IN THE STATE,

(Se c , 08,99,020) Section 2 limits membership on the Board to

P, 1, Ls. 17-18 IMQ CONSECUTIVE TERMS TO ALLOW FRESH MEMBERS

AND IDEAS, This SECTION also d eletes the 

PROVISION FOR STAGGERING TERMS OF MEMBERS 

BECAUSE THE CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS WILL COMPLETE 

THEIR TERMS, AND SINCE THE TERMS ARE STAGGERED, 

NEW TERMS ARE AUTOMATICALLY STAGGERED ALSO,

(Se c , 08,99,030) Section 3 allows the Governor to a p p oi n t three

Ps, 1/2, Ls, 22/2 of the Board m embers from a list of persons

P R E P A R E D  B Y  T H E  A L A S K A  C H A P T E R  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N

Welding Society and the Alaska Society of 

Pr o f es s i o n a l En g i n e e r s, The Go v e r n o r 's 

Office has been choosing board m e m be r s from



P A G E  "2 “....... ...
   . — ---------

(Se c , 08,99.050) 

P. 2, Ls, 6-11

(Se c . 08,99,080(a)(1)) 

P. 2j Ls, 12-14

(Se c , 08.99.089(a)(2)) 

P. 2, Ls. 15-18

(Se c , 08.99.080(a)(3)) 

P. 2j Ls. 20-22

T H I S  L I S T  F O R  Y E A R S  N O W  D U E  T O  T H E  F A C T  T H A T  

T H E S E  S O C I E T I E S  H A V E  A  G R E A T E R  K N O W L E D G E  OF 

W H O  W O U L D  B E  T H E  B E S T  C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  M E M B E R S H I P .

Section 3 also reduces the number to three in

O R D E R  T O  A L L O W  F O R  IWQ. P U B L I C  M E M B E R S  O N  T H E  

B O A R D .  O N E  O F  T H E  P U B L I C  M E M B E R S  M U S T  H A V E  

G E N E R A L  K N O W L E D G E  O F  W E L D I N G  A N D  T H E  T W O  

P U B L I C  M E M B E R S  W I L L  P R O V I D E  G R E A T E R  C O N S U M E R  

P R O T E C T I O N  A N D  P R O V I D E  F O R  T H E  P U B L I C ' S  

I N T E R E S T ,

Section 4 reduces the number of members with 

Engineering degrees from (t h r e e) to m e

M E M B E R  IN O R D E R  T O  A D D  I W Q  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R S  

C E R T I F I E D  B Y  T H E  A M E R I C A N  W E L D I N G  S O C I E T Y .

This w i l l make the Board more di v er s i f i e d and

C O V E R S  A N O T H E R  A R E A  O F  T H E  W E L D I N G  P R O F E S S I O N .

Section 5 is amended to include welding 

Inspectors since they have been added to the 

b o a r d .

Section 6 is amended to include; o r  for a 

political subdivision of the State, This provides

F O R  S U C H  P R O J E C T S  A S  T H E  U P C O M I N G  G A S  L I N E  W H I C H  

M A Y  R U N  O U T S I D E  S T A T E  B O U N D A R I E S ,

Section 7 is amended to exclude (for all welders

T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  S T A T E )  B E C A U S E  T H E  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  

OF U N I F O R M  T E S T I N G  A N D  C E R T I F Y I N G  M E T H O D S  IS T O  

A P P L Y  O N L Y  T O  T H O S E  W H E R E  IT IS R E Q U I R E D  —  O N L Y



( S e c . 08.99.G80(a)(9)) 

P. 2, Ls. 24-29

( S e c . 08.99.080(a)) 

P. 3, Ls. 2-5

C E R T A I N  T Y P E S  O F  O P E R A T I O N S  A S  S P E L L E D  O U T

IN T H E  R E G U L A T I O N S .  T H I S  D O E S  N O T  P E R T A I N  

T O  A L L  W E L D E R S  W I T H  G A R A G E  O P E R A T I O N S ;  ETC.

W h i l e  t h e  B o a r d  m u s t  s t i l l  w o r k  w i t h  t h e s e

G R O U P S  T O  E S T A B L I S H  T E S T I N G  A N D  C E R T I F Y I N G  

M E T H O D S ;  T H I S  C H A N G E  P R O V I D E S  T H E  B O A R D  W I T H  

S O M E  F L E X I B I L I T Y  A S  T O  T H E  P A R T I C U L A R  W E L D E R S  

W H I C H  IT W I L L  C H O O S E  T O  R E G U L A T E .

S e.CJ_I.QN-8. IS A M E N D E D  T O  I N C L U D E  AND. I N S P E C T I O N  

S I N C E  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R S  A R E  N O W  I N C L U D E D  ON

t h e  B o a r d  a n d  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  m u s t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d

T O  E N S U R E  C O N S I S T E N T  Q U A L I T Y  O F  W E L D S .  It  A L S O  

I N C L U D E S  T H E  A D D I T I O N :  I N C L U D I N G  C O N S T R U C T I O N

BY. .OR O N  B E H A L F  O F  . T H E  S T A T E O R  A  P O L I T I C A L  

S U B DI V.ISLQN OF. T H E  S T A T E . T H I S  A G A I N  R E F E R S  T O  

T H E  F A C T  T H A T  S U C H  P R O J E C T S  A S  T H E  G A S  L I N E  M A Y  

I N V O L V E  A R E A S  A N D  D E P A R T M E N T S  O U T S I D E  T H E  S T A T E ,

S e c t i o n  9 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  p a r a g r a p h  11:

E B E P A RE A N A N N U A L  ..BUDfiEI  T O . B E  S U B M I T T E D  T O T H E  

LeQIOLAIURE. A ND-R.EQQE.S.T— A N ..ANNUAL.. AP.P.RQ.PR I.AT IQN 

E R Q M - T H E G E N E R A L  F U N D  T O  C O V E R O P E R A T I N G E X P E N S E S  

OE-IHE-BqARD; .NOT I Q_EXC.EED.-THE .AMQ.UN.I..QE 

■ lUEQUE-TQ- B E  R E C E I V E D . - F R O M  F E E S U NDER. T ILLS.

C H A P T E R  F O R  T H E  Y E A R J  T H I S  W A S  P U T  IN; IN O R D E R  

T O  M A K E  T H E  B O A R D S  M O R E  F I S C A L L Y  A W A R E  A N D  H A V E  

A  G R E A T E R  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  O F  T H E  M O N I E S  T H E Y  

G E N E R A T E  A N D  S P E N D .  T H E  I D E A  H E R E  IS T O  H A V E



the Boards pay for t h e m s e l v e s, The House

P U T  T H I S  IN A N D  W E  W E N T  A L O N G  W I T H  T H I S  T O  

A V O I D  A F R E E  C O N F E R E N C E .

(Se c . 08.99.080(a )) 

P. 3, Ls. 6-9

(Se c . 08.99.080(b )) 

P. 3, Ls. 11-16

(Se c . 08.99,080) 

P, 3, Ls. 17-19

Section 9 also added the following p a r a g r a p h*.

The Board shall adopt regualtions requiring the

A P P L I C A T I O N .  OF. T H E  L A T E S T , . S T A N D A R D S  A N D  C O D E S  

A D O P T E D  B Y  .THE A M E R I C A N  W E L D I N G  S O C I E T Y  IF A 

L QIiTRA.CI OR. J O B  SPEC.IFTC A T I O N  F A I L S  T O  D E S I G N A T E  

I H E _ S . T A H D A R D S  O R  C O D E S  T O  B E  A P P L I E D  T O  A 

P A R T I C U L A R  W E L D M E N T. T H I S  A D D I T I O N  S I M P L Y  S E T S  

T H E  M I N I M U M  S T A N D A R D S  A S  T H O S E  A D O P T E D  B Y  T H E

American Welding So c e i t y . There was a need

H E R E  F O R  M I N I M U M  S T A N D A R D S  W H E R E  A  J O B  OR C O N T R A C T  

F A I L E D  T O  S E T  T H E  S T A N D A R D S .

Section 10 is amended simply t o  make only the 

Department of Commerce and Economic Development

R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R  A N A L Y Z I N G  R E P O R T S  A N D  P E R F O R M I N G  

F I E L D  I N S P E C T I O N S  I N S T E A D  OF B O T H  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T

of Labor and the Department of Commerce and 

Economic De v e l o p m e n t. In the p a s t, both

D E P A R T M E N T S  W E R E  R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R  T H I S  A N D

T H I S  A M E N D M E N T  M A K E S  IT M U C H  S I M P L E R  K E E P I N G

T H E  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  W I T H I N  O N L Y  T H E  O N E  D E P A R T M E N T .

Section 11 adds a subsection for the Board to

A D O P T  R E G U L A T I O N S  T O  P E R M I T  C E R T I F I E D  W E L D I N G  

I N S P E C T O R S  T O  E X A M I N E ,  C E R T I F Y ,  A N D  R E N E W  

C E R T I F I C A T I O N S  O F  W E L D E R S .  T H I S  IS B E C A U S E



( S e c , 08.99)

P. 3, Ls. 21-24

( S e c . 08.03.010(c)) 

P. 3, Ls. 25-27

( S e c . 08.99,110)

P. 3, L. 28

iff?
. .... . ; .

W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R S  H A V E  B E E N  A D D E D  T O  T H E

B o a r d  a n d  t h e y  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  a d o p t i n g  s u c h

R E G U L A T I O N S  F O R  G R E A T E R  I N S P E C T I O N  C O N S I S T E N C Y  

A N D  Q U A L I T Y .

S e c t i o n  12 a d d s  a  n e w  s u b e c t i o n  e n t i t l e d :

R e n e w a l  o f  w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r  c e r t i f i c a t e s

B E C A U S E  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R S  H A V E  B E E N  A D D E D  T O

t h e  B o a r d . A s e c t i o n  w a s  a d d e d  t o  c r e a t e  a n  

E X E M P T I O N  T O  AS 08.01.100(a), W H I C H  R E Q U I R E S  

T H A T  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C E  A N D  E C O N O M I C

D e v e l o p m e n t  e s t a b l i s h  d a t e s  f o r  r e n e w a l  o f

O C C U P A T I O N A L  L I C E N S E S ,  T H I S  W A S  D O N E  S O  T H A T  

T H E  C E R T I F I C A T E  O F  A W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R  I S S U E D  

U N D E R  T H I S  A C T  E X P I R E S  ON T H E  D A T E  O F  E X P I R A T I O N  

O F  T H E  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R ' S  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  B Y

t h e  A m e r i c a n  W e l d i n g  S o c i e t y ,

S e c t i o n  13 is a m e n d e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  B o a r d  

o f  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  f o r  a n o t h e r  f o u r  y e a r s  

u n t i l  J u n e  30, 1984,

S e c t i o n  14 is r e p e a l e d , w h i c h  a r e  o u t d a t e d  

p i p i n g  c o d e s . T h e s e  t i e  t h e  w e l d e r s  t o

O U T D A T E D  C O D E S .  N O W  T H E  B I L L  S T A T E S  T H E  

M I N I M U M  C O D E S  A S  T H O S E  OF T H E  A M E R I C A N  W E L D I N G

S o c i e t y  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  s t i p u l a t e d  i n  a

C O N T R A C T  OR JOB, U N D E R  T H I S  B I L L ,  T H E  B O A R D  

IS N O W  R E Q U I R E D  T O  RE I N C O R P O R A T E  N E W  U P - T O -  

D A T E  S T A N D A R D S  E V E R Y  Y E A R ,  T H E S E  P I P I N G  

C O D E S  A R E  S I M P L Y  O U T  O F  D A T E ,



m-vY.-;. v.;-

(Se c . 08.03.010(b )(10)) Section 14 is repealed which removes the 

P. 3, L. 28 Board of Welding Examiners from th e list of

EOARDS WHICH HAD A TERMINATION DATE OF JUNE 30,

1980.

Page 6

Ps, 3/4, Ls. 29/5

P. 4, Ls. 6-27

Section 15 keeps the c urrent m e m be r s of 

the Board of Welding Examiners on the Board

UNTIL THEIR TERMS EXPIRE AT WHICH TIME THE

Board will be reconstituted in accordance 

with Sections 3 and 4 of this Act. In the

YEAR THAT THREE TERMS EXPIRE SIMULTANEOUSLY,

TWO OF THOSE TERMS ARE ABOLISHED WHICH BRINGS 

THE TOTAL MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD TO FIVE 

WHICH THIS BILL STIPULATES.

SPELLS OUT WHICH REGULATIONS THE

Board m u s t a dopt at their next Board m e e t i n g .

W e are taking the welders out of state certificate

IN THE AREAS WHERE IT IS NOT NEEDED. CERTIFICATION 

IS NEEDED ONLY IN AREAS OF CONTRACTORS,

BUILDERS, AND PIPELINES. CERTIFICATION IS 

NOT NEEDED IN "HOME-GARAGE" OPERATIONS, ETC,

The regulations are as f o l l o w s :

(1) PROVIDE THAT ONLY IF A JOB HAS BEEN 

ADVERTISED OR IS DONE PURSUANT TO A 

WRITTEN CONTRACT MUST THE WORK BE PERFORMED 

BY A CERTIFIED WELDER;



Page 7
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(2) REQUIRE THAT THE SIGNATURE AND

LICENSE NUMBER OF THE WELDING INSPECTOR 

WHO ISSUES A WELDING QUALIFICATION 

CERTIFICATE TO APPEAR ON IT;

(3) Provide that a w elder not be required

TO BE CONTINUOUSLY EMPLOYED USING THE 

WELDING PROCESS FOR WHICH HE IS CERTIFIED 

IN ORDER TO KEEP HIS CERTIFICATION VALID;

(4) PROVIDE THAT IF INSPECTION OF A 

WELDMENT IS REQUIRED, THE INSPECTION 

MUST BE PERFORMED ONLY BY A LICENSED 

WELDING INSPECTOR UNLESS EXEMPTED;

(5) PERMIT AN EXEMPTION TO (4) BY 

ALLOWING THE INSPECTION jF A WELDMENT IN 

A PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT BY AN ENGINEER IF 

A LICENSED WELDING INSPECTOR IS NOT 

AVAILABLE; HOWEVER, THE ENGINEER MUST BE 

APPROVED BY THE BOARD; THE INSPECTION 

MUST BE DONE UNDER THE GENERAL DIRECTION 

OF A LICENSED WELDING INSPECTOR, AND

THIS SPECIAL EXEMPTION EXPIRES JANUARY 1, 1982

(6) INCLUDE ANY OTHER REGULATIONS 

NEEDED TO IMPLEMENT THIS ACT.

IN ORDER TO ALLOW THE WELDERS TO ADOPT THE 

REGULATIONS AT THEIR NEXT BOARD MEETING.

P. 4, Ls. 28-29 Section 7 . This act takes effect immediately
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o>- ^ ~ ' SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 9 M

- f - A S 'f  -W
^  (SAME BRIEFING FOR CS FOR SB 553)

, . ’ . ,, ,w J  Line By Line Analysis

1, This bill continues the existence of the Board of Welding Examiners 

u n i tl June 30, 1984, (Another 4 y e a r s). The Board of Welding Examiners

AGREED TO MAKE CHANGES IN THEIR REGULATIONS AS DESIGNATED ON PAGE 4,

L i n e s  6-27; a n d  w e  a g r e e d  t o  e x t e n d  t h e m ,

5<* c  < 4 p - ? ' 7 ■ d /< D  S e . c  / •

2, ( P a g e  1, L i n e s  12-14) T&fcSs&ifet^Re d u c e s  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o n  t h e  B o a r d

FROM (7) TO 5 MEMBERS, THE BOARD HAS BEEN TOO LARGE CONSIDERING THAT 

THERE ARE ONLY 65 WELDING LICENSEES IN THE STATE,

S e c  • O ?  •‘9 * 7  - a z o  S e . C  '2

3, (Page 1, Lines 17 & 18) I j f e w u  l i m i t s  membership on the Board to

IMl CONSECUTIVE TERMS TO ALLOW FRESH MEMBERS AND IDEAS, THIS SECTION 

ALSO DELETES THE PROVISION FOR STAGGERING TERMS OF MEMBERS BECAUSE 

THE CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS WILL COMPLETE THEIR TERMS, AND SINCE THE 

TERMS ARE STAGGERED, NEW TERMS ARE AUTOMATICALLY STAGGERED ALSO,

< £  <£ . 4  P  . <-/ '7 - 0  3  &  .
I f - '  / j  <£->'•■ 2 2 . . - . o c} l ^-uz. / / ^

4, -BitL A L L O W S  T H E  G O V E R N O R  T O  A P P O I N T  T H R E E  O F  T H E  B O A R D  M E M B E R S
-» ̂  c , 2)  — ry

F R O M  A  L I S T  O F  P E R S O N S  P R E P A R E D  B Y  T H E  A L A S K A  C H A P T E R  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N

Welding Society and the Alaska Society of Professional En g i n e e r s,

The Go v e r n o r's Office has been choosing board members from this list

FOR YEARS NOW DUE TO THE FACT THAT THESE SOCIETIES HAVE A GREATER 

KNOWLEDGE OF WHO WOULD BE THE BEST CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP, (PtfffE 

It- bl’NBS •22-^8) , i H M i f c t  REDUCES THE NUMBER TO THREE IN ORDER TO 

ALLOW FOR IWO_ PUBLIC MEMBERS ON THE BOARD, (PAGE B

2v-.-Ltn e;s -1~4 2), One of the public members must have g eneral knowledge

OF WELDING AND THE TWO PUBLIC MEMBERS WILL PROVIDE GREATER CONSUMER 

PROTECTION AND PROVIDE FOR THE PUBLIC'S INTEREST^,



S e c  . S e iC y
5. (Page 2, L ines 6-11) -Tfh-s-b +u . reduces the number of members with 

Engineering degrees from (t h r e e) to on£ member in order to add iwo

W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R S  C E R T I F I E D  B Y  T H E  A M E R I C A N  W E L D I N G  S O C I E T Y ,  T H I S  

W I L L  M A K E  T H E  B O A R D  M O R E  D I V E R S I F I E D  A N D  C O V E R S  A N O T H E R  A R E A  O F  T H E

Welding Pr o f e s s i o n,

6  ?■ 9 9  \ 0  )

6. (Page 2, L ines 12-14) Section 5, AS^&r§M80fAtfi*) is amended to

I N C L U D E  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R S  S I N C E  T H E Y  H A V E  B E E N  A D D E D  T O  T H E  B O A R D ,

<  ' S e c .  '  " \  ■■
7. (Page 2, Lines 15-18) Section 6, AS 08.99.089(a)(2) is amended to

include: qr e q r  a political subdivision oe hue. State, This provides

F O R  S U C H  P R O J E C T S  A S  T H E  U P C O M I N G  G A S  L I N E  W H I C H  M A Y  R U N  O U T S I D E  

S T A T E  B O U N D A R I E S .

8. (Page 2, Lines 20-22) Section 7, AS 08.99.080(a)(3) is amended to

E X C L U D E  ( F O R  A L L  W E L D E R S  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  S T A T E )  B E C A U S E  T H E  E S T A B L I S H ­

M E N T  O F  U N I F O R M  T E S T I N G  A N D  C E R T I F Y I N G  M E T H O D S  IS T O  A P P L Y  O N L Y  T O  

T H O S E  W H E R E  IT IS R E Q U I R E D — O N L Y  C E R T A I N  T Y P E S  O F  O P E R A T I O N S  A S

S P E L L E D  O U T  IN T H E  R E G U L A T I O N S ,  T H I S  D O E S  N O T  P E R T A I N  T O  A L L  W E L D E R S

W I T H  G A R A G E  O P E R A T I O N S ,  ETC, W H I L E  T H E  B O A R D  M U S T  S T I L L  W O R K  W I T H  

T H E S E  G R O U P S  T O  E S T A B L I S H  T E S T I N G  A N D  C E R T I F Y I N G  M E T H O D S ,  T H I S  C H A N G E  

P R O V I D E S  T H E  B O A R D  W I T H  S O M E  F L E X I B I L I T Y  A S  TO T H E  P A R T I C U L A R  W E L D E R S  

W H I C H  IT W I L L  C H O O S E  T O  R E G U L A T E .

< r

9. (Page 2, L ines 24-29) Section 8, AS 08.99.080(a )(9) is a mended to

I N C L U D E  m i  I N S P E C T I O N  S I N C E  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R S  A R E  N O W  I N C L U D E D  O N



T H E  B O A R D  A N D  T H E S E  R E G U L A T I O N S  M U S T  B E  E S T A B L I S H E D  T O  E N S U R E  C O N ­

S I S T E N T  Q U A L I T Y  O F  W E L D S ,  It  A L S O  I N C L U D E S  T H E  A D D I T I O N :  I N C L U D I N G

C O N S T R U C T I O N  B Y  O R  O R  B E H A L F  Q F  I K E  S T A T E  OR A  P O L I T I C A L  S U B D I V I S I O N 

Q E  I K E  S T A T E . T H I S  A G A I N  R E F E R S  T O  T H E  F A C T  T H A T  S U C H  P R O J E C T S  A S  

T H E  G A S  L I N E  M A Y  I N V O L V E  A R E A S  A N D  D E P A R T M E N T S  O U T S I D E  O F  T H E  S T A T E .

10. ( P a g e  3, L i n e s  2-5) S e c t i o n  9, M -  08.99.080(a)/is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g

PARAGRAPH 11: PREPARE AK ANNUAL BUDGET IQ. BE SDBM..IJJJEQ IQ IKE LEGIS­

LATURE AND REQUEST AK ANNUAL APPROPRIATION FROM IKE SeMEBAL EUNU IQ 

COVER OPERATING EXPENSES QE IKE BOARD, KOI IQ EXCEED. IKE AMOUNT. QE 

INCOME IQ BE RECEIVED FROM FEES UNDER THIS CHAPTER EQR IKE YEAR; THIS 

WAS PUT IN, IN ORDER TO MAKE THE BOARDS MORE FISCALLY AWARE AND HAVE 

A GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF THE MONIES THEY GENERATE AND SPEND. THE 

IDEA HERE IS TO HAVE THE BOARDS PAY FOR THEMSELVES. THE HOUSE PUT 

THIS IN AND WE WENT ALONG WITH THIS TO AVOID A FREE CONFERENCE.

-  ~ >

11. (P a g e  3, L i n e s  6-9) S e c t i o n  9, AS 08.99.080(a) a l s o  a d d e d  t h e  f o l ­

l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h : T h e  B o a r d  s h a l l  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  requiring, ike

APPLICATION QE IKE LAIESI STANDARDS AKD CODES. ADQEIED BY IKE AMERICAN. 

liELDiKG So c i e t y  i e  a  c q k i r a c i  o r  j o b  s p e c i f.ica i l q k  f a i l s  i q  d e s i g k a i e

IKE S T A N D A R D S  OR CODES IQ BE AERU.ED IQ A RAR11CULAR KELDMEKI. T H I S  

A D D I T I O N  S I M P L Y  S E T S  T H E  M I N I M U M  S T A N D A R D S  A S  T H O S E  A D O P T E D  B Y  T H E

A m e r i c a n  W e l d i n g  S o c i e t y . T h e r e  w a s  a  n e e d  h e r e  f o r  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s

W H E R E  A  J O B  O R  C O N T R A C T  F A I L E D  T O  S E T  T H E  S T A N D A R D S .

$ £_ c- ,
12. (P a g e  3, L i n e s  11-16) S e c t i o n  10, AS 08.99.080(b)/ i s  a m e n d e d  s i m p l y

T O  M A K E  O N L Y  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  OF C O M M E R C E  A N D  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T



R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R  A N A L Y Z I N G  R E P O R T S  A N D  P E R F O R M I N G  F I E L D  I N S P E C T I O N S  

I N S T E A D  O F  B O T H  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L A B O R  A N D  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C E

a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t , In t h e  p a s t , b o t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  w e r e  r e s p o n s i ­

b l e  F O R  T H I S  A N D  T H I S  A M E N D M E N T  M A K E S  IT M U C H  S I M P L E R  K E E P I N G  T H E  

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  W I T H I N  O N L Y  T H E  O N E  D E P A R T M E N T .

08,99,080jadds a  s u b s e c t i o n  f o r13, ( P a g e  3, L i n e s  17-19) S e c t i o n  11,

t h e  B o a r d  t o  a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  p e r m i t  c e r t i f i e d  w e l d i n g  i n s p e c t o r s

T O  E X A M I N E ,  C E R T I F Y ,  A N D  R E N E W  C E R T I F I C A T I O N S  O F  W E L D E R S ,  T H I S  IS 

B E C A U S E  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R S  H A V E  B E E N  A D D E D  T O  T H E  B O A R D  A N D  T H E Y  A R E  

C A P A B L E  O F  A D O P T I N G  S U C H  R E G U L A T I O N S  F O R  G R E A T E R  I N S P E C T I O N  C O N S I S T E N C Y  

A N D  Q U A L I T Y ,

14, (Page 3, Lines 21-24) Section 12,

S i " .

.AS 08,99 A D D S  A  N E W  S U B S E C T I O N

e n t i t l e d : Renewal o f  w l l d i m  i n s p e c t o r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  b e c a u s e  w e l d i n g
i

i n s p e c t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d , A  s e c t i o n  w a s  a d d e d  t o  

C R E A T E  A N  E X E M P T I O N  T O  A S  08.01.1000(a), W H I C H  R E Q U I R E S  T H A T  T H E  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  e s t a b l i s h  d a t e s  f o r

R E N E W A L  O F  O C C U P A T I O N A L  L I C E N S E S ,  T H I S  W A S  D O N E  SO T H A T  T H E  C E R T I ­

F I C A T E  O F  A W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R  I S S U E D  U N D E R  T H I S  A C T  E X P I R E S  O N  T H E  D A T E  

O F  E X P I R A T I O N  O F  T H E  W E L D I N G  I N S P E C T O R ' S  C E R T I F I C A T I O N  B Y  T H E  A M E R I C A N

W e l d i n g  .So c i e t y ,

( -S<2c.

15. (P a g e  3, L i n e s  25-27) S e c t i o n  13, AS- 08.03.010(c) is a m e n d e d  t o

C O N T I N U E  T H E  B O A R D  O F  W E L D I N G  E X A M I N E R S  F O R  A N O T H E R  F O U R  Y E A R S  U N T I L

J u n e  30, 1984,

—  -

16, ( P a g e  3, L i n e  28) S e c t i o n  14, AS 08,99,110 is r e p e a l e d  w h i c h  a r e

O U T D A T E D  P I P I N G  C O D E S .  T H E S E  T I E  T H E  W E L D E R S  T O  O U T D A T E D  C O D E S .  N O W



Page 5

T H E  B I L L  S T A T E S  T H E  M I N I M U M  C O D E S  A S  T H O S E  O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N  W E L D I N G

So ciety unless oth er w i s e s tipulated in a co n tr a c t or j o b . Under this 

b i l l, the Board is now required to r e i nc o r p o r a te new u p-t o -date

S T A N D A R D S  E V E R Y  Y E A R .  T H E S E  P I P I N G  C O D E S  A R E  S I M P L Y  O U T  O F  D A T E ,

17, (Page 3, L ine 28) Section 14 )8.03,010(b )(10) is repealed which

R E M O V E S  T H E  B O A R D  O F  W E L D I N G  E X A M I N E R S  F R O M  T H E  L I S T  O F  B O A R D S  W H I C H  

H A D  A T E R M I N A T I O N  D A T E  O F  J U N E  30, 1980,

18, (Page 3, L ine 29; Page 4, Lines 1-5) Section 15, keeps the current

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF WELDING EXAMINERS ON THE BOARD UNTIL THEIR 

TERMS EXPIRE AT WHICH TIME THE BOARD WILL BE RECONSTITUTED IN ACCOR­

DANCE with Sections 3 and 4 of this Act, In the year that three terms

EXPIRE SIMULTANEOUSLY, TWO OF THOSE TERMS ARE ABOLISHED WHICH BRINGS 

THE TOTAL MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD TO FIVE WHICH THIS BILL STIPULATES,

19, (Page 4, Lines 6-27) Section 16, spells out w hxh regulations the 

Board must adopt at their next Board meeting. W e are taking the

WELDERS OUT OF STATE CERTIFICATION IN THE AREAS WHERE IT IS NOT NEEDED,

Certification is needed only in areas of c o n t r a c t o r s, b u i l d e r s, and 

p i p e l i n e s, Certification is not needed in "h o m e-Ga r a g e" o p e r a t i o n s, 

e t c , The r egulations are as f o l l o w s:

(1) provide t hat only if a job has been a d v er t i s e d or is done

PURSUANT TO A WRITTEN CONTRACT MUST THE WORK BE PERFORMED BY A 

CERTIFIED WELDER;



(2) R E Q U I R E  T H E  S I G N A T U R E  A N D  L I C E N S E  N U M B E R  O F  T H E  W E L D I N G

INSPECTOR WHO ISSUES A WELDING QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATE TO 

APPEAR ON IT j

(3) PROVIDE THAT A WELDER NOT BE REQUIRED TO BE CONTINUOUSLY 

EMPLOYED USING THE WELDING PROCESS FOR WHICH HE IS CERTIFIED IN 

ORDER TO KEEP HIS CERTIFICATION VALID;

(4) PROVIDE THAT IF INSPECTION OF A WELDMENT IS REQUIRED, THE 

INSPECTION MUST BE PERFORMED ONLY BY A LICENSED WELDING INSPECTOR 

UNLESS EXEMPTED;

(5) PERMIT AN EXEMPTION TO (4) BY ALLOWING THE INSPECTION OF A 

WELDMENT IN A PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT BY AN ENGINEER IF A LICENSED 

WELDING INSPECTOR IS NOT AVAILABLE; HOWEVER, THE ENGINEER MUST BE 

APPROVED BY THE BOARD; THE INSPECTION MUST BE DONE UNDER THE 

GENERAL DIRECTION OF A LICENSED WELDING INSPECTOR, AND THIS 

SPECIAL EXEMPTION EXPIRES JANUARY 1, 1982;

(6) I N C L U D E  A N Y  O T H E R  R E G U L A T I O N S  N E E D E D  T O  I M P L E M E N T  T H I S  A C T ,

20, (Page 4, L ines 28-29) Section 7, this act takes effect immediately in

O R D E R  T O  A L L O W  T H E  W E L D E R S  T O  A D O P T  T H E  R E G U L A T I O N S  A T  T H E I R  N E X T  B O A R D  

M E E T I N G ,



S v t lln n  Section
10. Cnrnltun ow l mcmbcrahip o f  S la rd  SO. P o n t l  and rfu tlc . o f  the Inraid
20. T erm  o f  o ffice 90 . Applicability o f  Adm in iitrauv r
30. Source o f  oppoititmrnta i'rocetlure Act
40. Removal from  o ffice  100. Rapenaea
90. Qualification! o f  board member* U 0 . Coder
CO. Meetings 120. Penalty
70. Quorum

Sec. 08.99.010. Creation and membership of boord. There is created 
the Board of Welding Examiners, consisting of seven members 
appointed by the governor. (5 1 ch 151 S IA  1908)

Sec. 08.99.020. Term of office. Board members serve a term of five 
years. However, of the members first appointed, one shall be appointed 
for a term of one year, one for two years, one for three years, one for 
four years, and three for terms of five years. (5 1 ch 151 SLA 1968)

Sec. 08.99.030. Source of appointments. The governor shall appoint 
board members from a list of persons prepared by the Alaska Chapter 
of the American Welding Society and the Alaska Society of Professional 
Engineers and submitted at least 30 days before the expiration of a term 
and not more than 60 days after a vacancy occurs in an uncxplrcd term. The 
list shall contain not less than two recommended candidates for each 
appointment. The governor shall make appointments within 30 days 
after receiving the list. (5 1 ch 151 SLA 1968; am 5 1 ch 151 SLA 1970)

Sec. 08.99.010. Removal from office. Each member holds office at 
the pleasure of the governor notwithstanding the member’s term. (5 1 
ch 151 S U  1968)

See. 08.99.050. Qualifications of board members. Each member of 
the board shall be a citizen of the United States and n resident of the 

. slate. At least three members shall be persons with engineering degrees 
or registration as an engineer and each engineer member shall have at 
least five years engineering experience. All members Bhnll have 
extensive experience in welding. (5 1 ch 151 S U  1968; am 5 2 ch 151 
S U  1970)

Sec. 08.99.060. Meetings. The board shall meet at least once a year. 
(5 1 ch 151 SLA 1968)

See. 0".99.070, Quorum. A majority of the board constitutes a 
quorum. (§ 1 ch 151 SLA 1968)

Sec. 08.99.080. Powers and duties of the board, ( a )  The board shall
(1) establish and promulgate rules and regulations concerning 

certification of welders In the state;
(2) establish and defino certification tests as they apply to various 

types and categories of work done in or for the state;
(3) work with federal and private agencies and specifying engineer* 

to establish uniform testing and certifying methods for alt welders 
throughout the state;

(4) work with federal agencies and the agencies of other states to 
establish reciprocity agreements;

(5) set up criteria and defint experience and documentary 
requirements which may be accepted in lieu of physical certification 
testa in the state;

(0) set tho fees for the welder certification tests;

Chapter 99'. B oard o f W elding Exam iners. § 08.99.090 ’’ O S INESS AN D  PR O FE SS IO N S  § 08.99.120

(7) examine, certify, and renew the certification of qualified 
applicants;

(8) keep a record of its proceedings, and submit annual reports to the 
governor and the legislature;

(9) promulgate icgulations concerning the quality of welds and 
qualifications of welders required in specific areas of industry and 
construction and designate reporting procedures necessary to certify 
compliance with these quality standards;

(10) designate and approve persons qualified to administer welding 
tests, and designate and approve shops, laboratories, or other 
establishments qualified for testing coupons and weldments.

(b) The board may request technical personnel from the Department 
of Labor for the purpose of reviewing and analyzing reports and may 
request field inspection by the department for the purpose of assuring 
compliance with, and enforcement of the regulations, rules and orders 
promulgated under 55 10 — 110 of this chapter. (5 1 ch 151 SLA 1968; 
am 55 3 — 5 ch 161 SLA 1970)

Sec. 08.99.090. Applicability of Administrative Procedure Act. The 
board shall comply with the Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44.62). 
(5 1 ch 151 S U  1968)

Sec. 08.99.100. Expenses. Members of the board arc entitled to the 
per diem and travel expenses allowed by law. (5 I ch 151 S U  1968)

Sec. 08.99.110. Codrt. The United States of America Standards 
Institute Codes listed below are established as the piping codes for the 
state:

(1) B 31.1.0 — 1967 power piping;
(2) B 31.2 — 1968 fuel gas piping;
(3) B 31.8 — 1908 gas transmission and distribution piping system;
(4) II 31.3 — I960 petroleum refining piping;
(5) B 31.4 — 1966 and 1131.4a— 1968 liquid petroleum transportation 

piping systems. (5 0 ch 151 S U  1970)

K rv ls o r 't  nn le  ( IS 7 0 I . — Fo r co |d ft o f  S I . 10 K a i l 40 l)i S treet. New Y o rk . New 
the rode# re fe rred  to  in AS OS.OO.110. write Y o rk  10010. 
to the U.S.A. Standards I t i tU lu lr , D rp l. PU

Sec. 08.99.120. Pennlly. A person who violates n regulation adopted 
under 55 10 — 110 of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction is punishablO by a fine of not more than 3500. (5 7 ch 151 S U  
1970)

-9'



MAHt

....

STATUTES FOR 
WELDING BOARD BILLS
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§ 08.01.100 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 08.02.010

Sec. 08.01.100. License renewal, lapse and reinstatem ent, (a) All 
licenses shall be renewed biennially on the dates set by the department 
with the approval of the respective board.

(b) A registration, license, permit or certificates requiring renewal to 
continue effective m ust be renewed on or before the date set by the 
department or it will lapse. A penalty of $10 shall be charged in addition 
to all delinquent renewal fees for reinstatement of a registration, 
license, permit or certificate which remains lapsed for more than 60 
days. (§ 1 ch 59 SLA 1966; am § 2 ch 94 SLA 1968)

0 6  • 0 3 , 0 / 0
See. 08.03.010. Term ination, continuation and reestablishm ent of 

regulatory boards, (a) Boards listed in this subsection have a 
termination date of June 30, 1979:

(1) Board of Chiropractic Examiners (AS 08.20.010);
(2) Board of Dental Examiners (AS 08.36.010);
(3) State Medical Board (AS 08.64.010);
(4) Board of Nursing (AS 08.68.010);

Board of Dispensing Opticians (AS 08.71.010);
(6) Board of Examiners in Optometry (AS 08.72.010);
(7) Board of Pharmacy (AS 08.80.010);
(8) Board of Veterinary Examiners (AS 08.98.010);
(9) Board of Psychologist and Psychological Associate Examiners (AS 

08.86.010);
(10) Board of Nursing Home Administrators (AS 08.70.010);
(11) Physical Therapy Board (AS 08.84.010).
(b) Boards listed in this subsection have a termination date of June 

30, 1980:
(1) Board of Public Accountancy (AS 08.04.010);
(2) Board of Barber Examiners (AS 08.12.010);
(3) Collection Agency Board (AS 08.24.011)
(4) Board of Hairdressing and Beauty Culture Examiners (AS 

08.28.010);
(5) Board of Electrical Examiners (AS 08.40.010);
(6) State Board of Registration for Architects, Engineers and Land 

Surveyors (AS 08.48.011);
(7) Guide Licensing and Control Board (AS 08.54.010); J
(8) Board of Marine Pilots (AS 08.62.010);
(9) Real Estate Commission (AS 08.88.011);
(10) Board of Welding Examiners (AS 08.99.010);
(11) Board of Governors of the Alaska Bar Association (AS 08.08.040).
(c) Upon termination, each board listed in (a) and (b) of this section 

shall continue in existence until June 30 of the next succeeding year for' 
the purpose of concluding its affairs. During this period, termination* 
does not reduce or otherwise limit the powers or authority of each board. 
One year after the date of termination, a board not continued shall cease 
all activities.

(d) The termination, dissolution, continuation or reestablishment of 
a regulatory board shall he governed by the legislative o v e rs ig h t 
procedures of AS 44.66.050.

(e) A board scheduled for termination under this chapter may be 
continued or reestablished by the legislature for a period not to exceed  
four years. (§ 2 ch 149 SLA 1977)
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Sec. 44.62.250. Emergency regulations. A regulation or order of 
repeal may be adopted as an emergency regulation or order of repeal if 
i state agency makes a written finding, including a statement of the 
facts which constitute the emergency, that the adoption of the 
regulation or order of repeal is necessary for the immediate preservation 
of the public peace, health, safety, or general welfare. The requirements 
of §§ CO and 190 — 210 of this chapter do not apply to the initial adoption 
of emergency regulations; however, upon adoption of an emergency 
regulation the adopting agency shall immediately submit a copy of it to 
the lieutenant governor for filing and for publication in the Alaska 
Administrative Register, nnd v/ithin five days after adoption the agency 
thall give nbtice of the adoption in accordance with § 190(a) (1) — (6) of 
this chapter. Failure to give the required notice by the end of the 10th 
day automatically repeals the regulation. (§ 2(2) art IV (ch 1) ch 143 SLA 
1959; am § 2 ch 45 SLA 1969; am § 1 ch 46 SLA 1972)

set* 1969 House Journal, p. 414. For report 
on ch. 46, SLA 1972 (HR 108 am S), see 1972 
House Journal, pp. 265, 512.

‘9

Kffect o f am endm ent. — The 1972 
amendment added the language beginning 
•however” in the second sentence, and 

i dded the last sentence.
Legislative com m ittee reports. — For 

n  port on ch. 45. SLA I960 (HR 20 am S),
*

‘.Sec. 44.62.260. Limitation on of ective period of emergency 
regulations, (a) No regulation adop:„u as an emergency regulation 
remains in effect more than 120 days unless the adopting agency 
complies with §§ 60 and 190 — 210 of this chapter either before 
submitting the regulation to the lieutenant governor or during the 
120-dty period.

(b) Before the expiration of the 120-day period, the agency shall 
transmit to the lieutenant governor for filing a certification that §§ 60 
and 190 — 210 of this chapter were complied with before submitting the 
regulation to the lieutenant governor, or that the agency complied with 
those sections within the 120-day period. Failure to so certify repeals the 
emergency regulation; it may not be renewed or refiled as an emergency 
regulation. (§ 4 art IV (ch 1) ch 143 SLA 1959; am § 3 ch 45 SLA 1969)
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Sec. 01.10.070. Tim.* s ta tu tes  take effect, (a) All laws passed 
by the legislature become effective 90 days a fte r enactment. The 
legislature may by concurrence of two-thirds of the membership 
of each house, provide for another effective date.

(b) The actual effective date of a bill having no effective date 
clause is determined by starting  with the day a fte r signature by 
the governor or the day on which he gives written notice that he 
is allowing it to become law without his signature, and counting 
90 calendar days, the law becoming effective a t 12:01 a.m., 
Pacific Standard time, on the 90th day.

(c) A law having an immediate effective date clause becomes 
law at 12:01 a.m., on the day a fte r it is signed by the governor 
or on the day after lie has given written notice that he is allow­
ing the law to become effective without his approval.

(d) A law which specified a definite effective date becomes 
effective a t  12:01 a.m., Pacific Standard time, on the date speci­
fied. '(§ 5 ch 62 SLA 1962; am § 8 ch 126 SLA 1966)

Effect o f am en d m en t.—T ho 1006 
am endm en t rew ro te  th is  section .



B O A P D  OF  W E L D I N G  E X A M I N E R S  -------------------------------------

K e y  to R e f e r e n c e s

(Y) - ( y e l l o w  cover) - S t a t e  of  A l a s k a  S u n s e t  R e v i e w ,  1979. 
P r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g

(B) - (blue cover) - D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  P e r f o r m a n c e  
R e v i e w

(W) - (white cover) - Seriate C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  P u b l i c  H e a r i n g  
T e s t i m o n y ,  O c t o b e r  23, 1979.

A. T h e  B o a r d  of W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  be  d i s c o n t i n u e d .
(Y) - p i ;  p 11, p a r a g r a p h  3
(B) - p 7, p a r a g r a p h  2; p 8, R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  1 
(W) - p 38, p a r a g r a p h  4; p  39, p a r a g r a p h  1

If t h e  B o a r d  of W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  is to c o n t i n u e ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
c h a n g e s  a r e  r e c o m m e n d e d :

1. T o  i n s u r e  a d e q u a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  r e g u l a t e d  
o c c u p a t i o n  a n d  the g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  t h e  s o u r c e s  of 
n o m i n a t i o n  for b o a r d  m e m b e r s h i p  s h o u l d  be a c c e p t e d  
f r o m  the e n t i r e  i n d u s t r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n l y  n o m i n a t i o n s  
b y  the A l a s k a  C h a p t e r  of t h e  A m e r i c a n  W e l d i n g  S o c i e t y  
a n d  the A l a s k a  S o c i e t y  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E n g i n e e r s .
AS 0 8 . 9 9 . 0 3 0  sh o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d  as such.
(Y) - p 1 1 , p a r a g r a p h  4; p 13, p a r a g r a p h  2

/

(B) - p 10
(W) - p 5 ( w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  b y  D o n a l d  L o c k m a n ,  C h a i r m a n

of  the B o a r d  of  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s )

2. R e d u c e  the n u m b e r  o f  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  f r o m  7 to 5 m e m b e r s  
only. T h e  b o a r d  c u r r e n t l y  l i c e n s e s  o n l y  50 p e r s o n s .
A m e n d  A S  0 8 . 9 5 . 0 1 0
(Y) - p 11, p a r a g r a p h  n ; p 13, p a r a g r a p n  2
(B) - p 11, p a r a g r a p h  4

3. A d d  o n e  p u b l i c  m e m b e r  to t h e  b o a r d  if t o t a l  n u m b e r  of b o a r d  
m e m b e r s  is r e c n e e d  to fi v e  (add t w o  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  if 
t o t a l  n u m b e r  r e m a i n s  at  seven)
(Y) - p 13, p a r a g r a p h  2; p 14, p a r a g r a p h  3
(B) - p 11, p a r a g r a p h  2
(W) - p 6 (wr i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  b y  D o n a l d  L o c k m a n ,  C h a i r m a n

of the B o a r d  o f  W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s )

4. L i m i t  the t e r m  of b o a r d  m e m b e r s  to  n o  m o r e  t h a n  two 
c o n s e c u t i v e  t e r m s  w h i c h  w o u l d  c r e a t e  a m o r e  r e s p o n s i v e ,  
a c t i v e  board.

S/ (Y) - p 11, p a r a g r a p h  4
(B) - p 11, p a r a g r a p h  3
(W) - p 4 ( w ritten t e s t i m o n y  b y  D o n a l d  Lockman)

5. I n c r e a s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  fee f r o m  $25 to  $50 a n d  i n c r e a s e  b i e n n i a l  
fee fr o m  $10 to $50 
(Y) - p 16, p a r a g r a p h s  2 a n d  3
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POUCH Y - STATE CAPITOL 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 

907-465-3800

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

Section-by-nection analysis of SCS CSHB 994 
regarding the Board of Welding Examiners 
(Work Order Number 8524)

Senator Brad Bradley
Chairman, Sanate Commerce Committee

Tamara Brandt Cook T/bCs 
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a section-by section analysis of SCS for 
CSHB 994 entitled "An Act continuing the existence of the 
Board of Welding Examiners, and amending the statute relating 
to its powers and responsibilities; and providing for an 
effective date."

Section 1 . The Board of Welding Examiners is reduced from 
seven members to five members.

Section 2 . Board members may not serve more than two con- 
secutive terms. No limit is placed on the number of terms 
one person may serve. This section also deletes the provision 
for staggering terms of members because the current board 
members will complete their terms, and, since the terms are 
staggered, new terms are automatically staggered also.

Section 3. This was amended to provide that the governor 
will appoint three members from the list of persons submitted 
by the Alaska Chapter of the American Welding Society and 
the Alaska Society of Professional Engineers. The remaining 
two board members shall be appointed from the general public, 
however, one of them must have knowledge of welding.

Section 4 . One member of the board is required to be regis- 
tered as "an engineer with five years engineering experience 
or to hold an engineering degree and to have three years of 
experience in welding. Two members must be welding inspectors. 
The existing law provides for three board members who are 
engineers.
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Section 5 . The board must adopt regulations concerning 
certification of welding inspectors, as well as regulations 
concerning certification of welders.

Section 6 . This section was amended so that certification 
tests required for work done for the state be also required 
for work done for a political subdivision of the state.

Section 7 . A duty of the board is changed to eliminate the 
requirement that the board work with other groups to establish 
testing and certifying methods for all welders in the state. 
While the board must still work with these groups to establish 
testing and certifying methods, the change provides the board 
with some flexibility as to the particular welders which it 
will choose to regulate.

Section 8 . The duty of the board to adopt regulations con­
cerning the quality of welds has been expanded to include a 
duty to adopt regulations concerning the inspection of welds, 
and these obligations have been particularly applied to 
construction by or on behalf of the state or a subdivision 
of the state.

Section 9 . This section adds new duties to the board including 
a requirement that the board prepare and submit a budget to 
the legislature. The board is authorized to request an appro­
priation to cover operating expenses, but this appropriation 
must not exceed the income received from fees generated 
through board activities. This section also requires the 
board to adopt regulations which would apply the latest 
standards and codes adopted by the American Welding Society 
in cases where a job specification fails to designate the 
standards or codes to be used.

Section 1 0 . This change allows the board to request personnel 
from the Department of Commerce and Economic Development to 
review and analyze reports or provide field inspection.
Under existing law, personnel are to be requested from the 
Department of Labor.

Section 1 1. A new power of the board is added allowing it 
to adopt regulations to permit welding inspectors to certify 
and renew certifications of welders.
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Section 1 2. A section was added to create an exemption to 
AS 08.01.100(a), which requires that the Department of 
Commerce and Economic Development establish dates for renewal 
of occupational licenses. This was done so that the certi­
ficate of a welding inspector issued under this act expires 
on the date of expiration of the welding inspector's certi­
fication by the American Welding Society.

Section 13. June 30, 1984 is the new date of termination of 
the Board of Welding Examiners.

Section 14. Provisions which are inconsistent with this act 
are repealed.

AS 08.99.110 deletes standards set by outdated codes 5

AS 08.03.010(b)(10) repeals the termination date for 
the Board of Welding Examiners.

Section 15 . This is a temporary law providing that existing 
members of the board will continue to serve for the duration 
of their terms. In the year that the terms of three existing 
members expire, two terms shall not be refilled, cutting 
down board membership from seven to five persons.

Section 1 6 . This is temporary law requiring that the board 
adopt emergency regulations in accordance with the Alaska 
Administrative Procedure Act at its next meeting. These 
regulations must

(1 ) provide that only if a job has been advertised or 
is done pursuant to a written contract must the work be 
performed by a certified welder;

(2 ) require the signature and license number of the 
welding inspector who issues a welding qualification 
certificate to appear on it;

(3) provide that a welder not be required to be continu­
ously employed using the welding process for which he
is certified in order to keep his certification valid;

(4) provide chat if inspection of a weldment is required, 
the inspection must be performed only by a licensed 
welding inspector unless exempted;
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(5) permit an exemption to (4) by allowing the inspection 
of a weldment in a public works project by an engineer
if a licensed welding inspector is not available; however, 
the engineer must be approved by the board; the inspection 
must be done under the general direction of a licensed 
welding inspector, and this special exemption expires 
January 1, 1982;

(6) include any other regulations needed to implement 
this act.

Section 7 . This section should be corrected to read 
Section 17. It provides an immediate effective date.

If you have any further questions, please contact me.

TBC:j dn
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SSHB SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 779 (relating to 779 the development of geothermal resources) was read the
second time w ith the 
930 of the Journal).

Resources Committee report (page

Mr. And e r s o n  moved and asked unanimous consent that 
the Resources COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR SPONSOR SUBSTI­
TUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 779 (relating to state resour­
ces and the development of geothermal resources) be 
adopted in lieu of the original bill. There being 

S S H B  no objection, it was so ordered.
779

CS

Mr. A nderson moved and asked unanimous consent that 
CSSSHB 779 be considered engrossed, advanced to third 
reading and placed nn final passage. There being no 
objection, it was so ordered.

CSSSHB 779 was read the third time.

The q uestion being: "Shall CSSSHB 779 pass the House?"
The roll wp.a taken with the following result:

CSSSHB 779 

Y e a s : 28 Anderson, Branson, Buchholdt,
Carney, Chatterton, Cotten, Duncan, 
Eliason, Freeman, Fuller, Cardlner, 
Guy, Halford, Haugen. Hurlbert, 
McKinnon, Malone, Miles, Miller, 
Munson, Osterback, Parker, Parr, 
Phillips, Rogers, Schaeffer, Smith, 
Zharoff

Ha y s : Barnes, Beirnc, Bettisworth, Brown, 
Hayes, Martin, Montgomery, O'Connell, 
Randolph

Not
Voting: 3 M e c k i n s , Metcalfe, Moss

And so, CSSSHB 779 passed the House.

Representative Brown served notice of reconsideration of 
the vote on CSSSHB 779.

HB
994

HOUSE BILL NO. 994 (continuing the existence of the 
Board of Welding Examiners, and amending the statute 
r e l a t i n g  to its powers and responsibilities; provid­
ing for an effective date) was read the second time 
with the Commerce Committee report (page 948 of the 
J o u r n a l ) .
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April 16. 1980

CSHB CSHB 994am was resd the third time.

994

a m  The question being:'" "Shall CSHB 994am pass the House7" 
The roll was taken w i t h  the following result:

CSHB 994AM 

Y e a s : 30 Anderson, eirne, Bettisworth,
B r a n s o n , B . o w n , B u c h h o l d t , C a r n e y , 
Chatterton, Cotten, Duncan, Eliason, 
Freeman, Fuller, Gardiner, Guy, 
Halford, Hayes, Hurlbert, McKinnon, 
Malone, Miles, Miller, Montgomery, 
Munson, O'Connell, Osterback, Parker, 
Parr, Rogers, Smith

  I m m m i . mV.
Nays: . 4 Barnes. Martin, Phillips, Randolph

Not
Voting: Haugen, Meekins, Metcalfe, Moss. 

Schaeffer, Zharoff

And so, CSHB 994am passed the Houue.

>••««»... ,,..g«..,,,,«

Mr. Anderson moved and asked unanimous consent that 
the roll call on the passage of CSHB 994am be considered 
the roll call on the effective datt clause. There b e­
ing no objection, it was so ordered.

 .....
. • a . i i .n . i i . t ,  «

CSHB 994am was referred to the Chief Clerk for engross 

ment.

, •...........I,...,....,,..,...
           ■•*,.!*

CS Representative Rogers moved and asked that the recon- 
SSHB eideration of the vote on CSSSHB 779 be brought up at 
779 this t i m e . There being n o  objection, it was so ordered.

»■•••*•••••• ..V i.’. . . . •• . . . . .
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T H I R D  READIN G OF HOUSE B IL L S

CSSSHB 779 was automatically in third reading and was 

read the third time.
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