


Number of  Responses 
(See Note 1)

12. A r e  y o u  a w a r e  o f  a n y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
p r a c t i c e s  i n v o l v i n g  l i c e n s i n g  o r  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  B o a r d ?

13. A n y  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m m e n t s :

Responses included in the report 
where appropriate.

N o t e  1

N u m b e r  o f  u n l i c e n s e d  a p p l i c a n t s
s e n t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .  25

N u m b e r  o f  r e s p o n s e s .  12

No
Responses

4

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A 31 D IV IS IO N  O F  L E G I S L A T IV E  A U D IT



cTP n  CT7J

vr/

■/4KS. HAMMOND. GOVERNOR

D E PA R T M E N T  OF C O M M ERCE A 
ECONOMIC DEV ELOP.MENT

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
f POUCH D
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811

August 29, 1979

Mr. Gerald Wilkerson, CPA 

Division of Legislative Audit 
Pouch W

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

The following comments are in response to your preliminary 

report entitled "A Performance Review of the Board of Electrical 
Examiners" as of May 2, 1979.

While we are in general agreement with your findings and are 

endeavoring to implement your recommendations No. 1 through 

9 viable alternatives thereto, we nevertheless reserve the 
right to make additional findings and conclusions which may 

affect the continued existence of this board.

A full presentation of your report, interim responses and 

subsequent evaluations of data by board members and others 
will be presented at the "Sunset" hearings.

Commissioner

CRW/kkk3/5



A la s k a  J& ta ie  jlle g ts la lu r e
Serine

Committee on Commerce

Official Business

PLEASE REPLY TO:

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska S9811

1016 West Sixth Avenue, Suite 201 
Anchorage, AK 99501

Telephone: 278-1581/278-1582

November 13, 1979

Michael L. Frith 

8421 Little Dipper 

Anchorage, AK 99504

Dear Mr. Frith:

Thank you for your testimony regarding the Board of Electrical Examiners, 
which you gave before the Senate Commerce Committee on November 7, 1979.

Due to mechanical problems with the teleconference recording system, we 
were unable to record your testimony for the Committee's records. The 

system had been checked out prior to starting the hearings and was in 
operating condition but when the tapes were checked prior to the after­
noon session, it was discovered that only a loud hum had been recorded.

If possible, therefore, the Committee would appreciate it if you could 

submit either a copy of your testimony, if you were speaking from 
prepared text, or a summation of your views regarding this matter in 
order that your feelings might be made a part of the Committee's record.

We apologize for any inconvenience and we look forward to receiving 

your written testimony and/or exhibits concerning the Board of Electrical 

Examiners. We would like to receive this testimony as soon as possible 
and should we be able to assist you, please do not hesitate to contact 
our offices.

Sincerely,

Christian Basler

Administrative Assistant 
Senate Commerce Committee



H. D. WILSON 

1317 HYDER 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 

907/337-211?

June 30, 1977

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This personal affidavit is true to the best of my knowledge and is 

presented as a true vesture of my capabilities warranting 

a working Administrators Contractors Licenses for inside and 

outside electrical wiring and communication work.

My knowledge and experience in the field total thrity-two years .

Working in conjunction with and under the supervision of Merideth E. 

Young, Contractor in Chicago, Illinois, 1 have completed basic training, 

graduating in the field of electricity, majoring in all phases of 

commercial, industrial and residential wiring.

While employed by New York Shipbuilding Company of Camden, New Jersey 

and Sunship Building Dry dock of Chester, Pennsylvania, I performed both 

inside and outside wiring. Such work included generators, motors, 

transformers, panels, circuits, wiring, testing, and radar signaling, 

installing and testing. At the same time, I operated my own business,

H.D. Wilson Electric.

In 1968, new Pennsylvania legislation required licensing of electrical 

contractors. At that time, I obtained an electrical contractors license 

which I have held until moving to Alaska in late 1976. H.D. Wilson 

Electric has operated for a total of 27 years. We have completed 
contract's for the City of Philadelphia Water Department, Park District, 
Recreation Department, School District and the Phildelphia Naval Yard, 

as well as numerous other contracts. A summary of contract abstracts is 

attached for your review and consideration.

If there is any additional information you desire, I would be most happy 

to provide it.

Sincerely,

H. D. Wilson



H, D. WILSON

1317 HYDER

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501

907/337-2118

May 12, 1977

The Honorable Mike Gravel 

United States Senate 

Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Gravel:

This letter comes to your attention to apprise you of a situation 

I am now confronted with which leads to my frustration, and represents 

a challenge to my livelihood.

The problem I am confronted with is that I am a licensed, bonded 

and certified Electrical Contractor, licensed in the State of 

Pennsylvania. I have been providing professional services in that 

field for over 30 years. I am now residirj in the State of Alaska, 

and find it impossible to practice my profession because Alaska has no 

reciprocity in this field with the State of Pennsylvania, and because 

of tin's, I am forced to take an examination for said license.

Should I successfully satisfy the examination requirements, I 

would be one of a few minorities, and more specifically, one of three 
Blacks, who have done so in the State of Alaska. However, at this 

point in my life, this examination poses what I feel is an unnecessary 

hardship. Therefore, I would want you to intercede.

Under Section 08.40.150 of the Alaska Statutes Waiver o_f 

Examination, I feel I am qualified for a waiver of examination because 

of the above. Please advise me of efforts your office can make to 

improve opportunities for minority business participation.

I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

H. D. Wilson

cc: Glen Campbell
State EE0 Officer

Alaska Minority Business Assistance Center



Q l C m f c b  - S b f a l c s  ^ D c n a - l c

W A S H IN G T O N .  O .C .  10510
J u n e  6, 1 9 7 7

Mr. H. D. W i l s o n  

1 3 1 7  H y d e r

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1  

D e a r  Mr. W i l s o n :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  a s k i n g  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  in r e g a r d  

t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n  in t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

S i n c e  l i c e n s i n g  i s  a s t a t e  m a t t e r ,  I h a v e  r e f e r r e d  y o u r  

l e t t e r  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r .  

E n c l o s e d  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  a c o p y  o f  m y  l e t t e r  t o  h i m .  H e  
w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  a d v i s e  y o u  o n  a f u r t h e r  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n .

P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  if y o u  n e e d  a n y  f u r t h e r  

a s s i s t a n c e .

W a r m  r e g a r d s .

S i n c e r e l y

M i k e  G r a v e l

E n c l o s u r e
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D K P A R T N E 1\T  OF COMMERCE A  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

DtVtStOH Of OCCUPA HOMAL UCEMSMG

JA Y  S. HAMMOND, Governor

POUCH D
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

October 5, 1978

Mr. H. D. Wilson 

1412-C Hyder Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Wilson:

The Board of Electrical Examiners has confirmed the following dates, times and 

places:

ACTIVITY:

Public hearing regarding 
proposed changes in 

regulations

Reviews of August exam

DATE: TIME:

11/15/78 9:00 a.m.-Noon

Board meeting

Electrical Examination

11/15/78 • ::30 p.m.

11/16/78 8:30 a.m.

11/17/78 8:30 a.m.

PLACE:

Grand Jury-Room 407 

Alaska Court Building 

303 K Street 

Anchorage

YMCA

6th and F Streets 
Anchorage

YMCA

6th and F Streets 

Anchorage

YMCA

6th and F Streets 
Anchorage

Testimony from the public, both written and verbal, will be accepted at 

the public hearing. Written testimony regarding the proposed changes in 
the regulations should be submitted to the Department of Commerce and 
Economic Development, Pouch D, Juneau, Alaska 99811, postmarked no later 

than midnight, November 9, 1978.

The Board of Electrical Examiners will hold a regular meeting for the 
purpose of conducting its usual business and possible adoption of reg­
ulatory changes.

Those who took the examination for the electrial administrators' license 
in August may review their exam results with the board. Reviews will be 
taken in alphabetical order.

08-H8LH



Mr. H. D. Wilson -2- October 5, 1978

Those persons whose applications have been approved and have received 

notification of approval may sit for the electrical exam. Those who 

have taken the exam before may retake portions failed, provided they 

have notified the licensing examiner in advance.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact this office.

Cordially

Sharon S, Hammock 
Licensing Examiner



h JAY S. HAMMOND, GOVERNOR

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY OFFICE
PEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION / Pouch CE

XWJWXXJUNEAU 99811 
PHONE: 495-3570

May 19, 1977

Ak. H.P. Wll&on 
1317 HydeA
Anchonage, Alaska 99501

V c a A  Ak. W-c£4on:

We aA.e mating to acknowledge, that we ne.ceA.vcd a copy ofi yovui letteA that 
you tent to Senaton Hike Gnavel dated May 11,1977.

We hope to have -6oir.e Hepont o h you by May 16, 1977. 

Keep the fialth and don't give up!
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JA Y  S . H A M M O N D
G O V E R N O R

PH O N E
9 0 7 . 2 7 2 - 1 4 7 6

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
O F F IC E  O F  TH E  G O V ERN O R

A N C H O R A G E

December 22, 1977

Mr. H. D. Wilson 
1317 Hyder
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Mr. Wilson:

Unfortunately, this is not good news. The Department 
of Law informs me that there is no legal way that the 
Governor can grant you a waiver of examination to 
become an electrical contractor.

We certainly wish we could help in this matter, but 
just cannot. If you have any other suggestions or 
ideas on how we might assist, please let us know and 
we’ll take a look.

Sincerely

Bil

to Governor Hammond



PRESENTATION BY MR. H. D. WILSON

H i s t o r y  o f  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  t e s t .

R E Q U E S T S :

1. Is it p o s s i b l e  t o  t a k e  a t e s t  t h a t  is o n l y  in t h e

area- o f  eT-eclrietil W o f K  l o r  a n  e l e c t r i c a l  " c o n t r a c t o r ' s  

l i c e n s e ?

2. I f  s o , w h e n w i l l  t h e  t e s t  b e  g i v e n  jj i _ Aachor-age?

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :

U p d a t e  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  o n  t h e  t e s t s  a n d  r e v i e w  t h e m  t o  s e e  if t h e y  

arc? j o b  r e l a t e d  in m y  f i e l d  c a t e g o r y .

As an A l a s k a n  w i t h  an A l a s k a n  e l e c t r i c a l  l i c e n s e ,  I f e e l  t h a t  

s o m e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  me. I a m  a m i n o r i t y  

a n d  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t h r e e  o t h e r  m i n o r i t i e s  in t h i s  f i e l d  —  to 

m y  k n o w l e d g e .  T h e r e  a r e  s o  f e w  o f  u s  w h o  p a s s  t h e  t e s t .

I w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  y o u  r e v i e w  y o u r  o w n  r e c o r d s  a n d  s e e  h o w  

m a n y  m i n o r i t i e s  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  l i c e n s e  

t e s t  s e r i e s .  T h e n  c o m p a r e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  m i n o r i t i e s  w h o  t o o k  

t h e  t e s t  a n d  p a s s e d ,  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n o n m i n o r i t i e s  w h o  t o o k  

t h e  t e s t  a n d  p a s s e d .  I b e l i e v e  s u c h  a c o m p a r i s o n  w o u l d  

i n d i c a t e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  m y  f i n a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  - A t u t o r i n g  

p r o g r a m  m u s t  b e  i n i t i a t e d  t o  a s s i s t  m i n o r i t i e s  w i t h  g e n e r a l  

q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  w i l l  h e l p  u s  to q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  t e s t .



L!

JA Y  S. HAMMOND, Covernor

DKPARTMEI^T OF C O M M E RC E  &  
ECONOMIC D EVELOPM ENT

O tYtSm  Of OCCUPA HO HAL UCEHSIHG
POUCH D
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811

July 14, 1978

Mr. H. D. Wilson 

H. Darren Electric 

1412-C Hyder Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Wilson:

It has been brought to my attention by other State agencies you are 
displeased with the Board of Electrical Administrators. I have reviewed 
your file and find that we have not heard from you since June 30, 1977. 
You have never stated you would like to retake the examination. Upon 
passing the electrical examination and board approval of your applica­

tion, a license would be issued.

The Electrical Administrators Examination is in the process of being re­

written and hopefully, a new exam will be used for the August test.
This test will be held August 25, 1978, 8:30 a.m. in the Lumberjack Room 

of the Hilton Hotel, Juneau, Alaska. If you wish to sit for this exam­

ination, you must notify us in writing, as soon as possible.

If you have any questions, or if I can be of any further assistance, 

please do not hesitate to contact me.

Very truly yours

Don Hostak 

Di rector

DH/cw5/6



JA Y  S. HAMMOND. Covernor

D EPA RT M ENT  OF COMMERCE A 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

DMSAMT Of DCCUPA W M L  UCEKSIHC
POUCH D
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99S11

July 14, 1978

Mr. H. D. Wilson 

H. Darren Electric 

1412-C Hyder Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Wilson:

It has been brought to my attention by other State agencies you are 
displeased with the Board of Electrical Administrators. I have reviewed 

your file and find that we have not heard from you since June 30, 1977. 
You have never stated you would like to retake the examination. Upon 

passing the electrical examination and board approval of your applica­

tion, a license would be issued.

The Electrical Administrators Examination is in the process of being re­

written and hopefully, a new exam will be used for the August test.
This test will be held August 25, 1978, 8:30 a.m. in the Lumberjack Room 

of the Hilton Hotel, Juneau, Alaska. If you wish to sit for this exam­

ination, you must notify us in writing, as soon as possible.

If you have any questions, or if I can be of any further assistance, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Very truly yours

Don Hostak 
Director

DH/cw5/6



H. D a r r e n  E l e c t r i c  
1412 -C H y d e r  Street  
Anchorage, A l a s k a  99501 
A u g u s t  9, 1978

Mr. D o n  Hostak, D i r e c t o r
Dept, o f  C o m m e r c e  & E c o n o m i c  Dev,
Div. O f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  
P o u c h  D
J u n eau, A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  Mr. Ho9stak:

In r e g a r d s  to y o u r  l e t t e r  of J u l y  14, 1978 I w o u l d  like to 
t a k e  t h e  E l e c t r i c a l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  E x a m i n a t i o n ,  but I w o u l d  p r e­
fer t a k i n g  th e e x a m  w h e n  it is n e x t  h e l d  in A n c h o r a g e  due to the 
e x p e n s e  of t r a v e l i n g  to Juneau,

P l e a s e  let m e  k n o w  w h e n  the next e x a m i n a t i o n  w i l l  be held 
in A n c h o r a g e ,  and w h a t  I s h o u l d  do to p r e p a r e  m y s e l f  for the 
e x a m i n a t i o n .

T h a n k  you.

S i n c e r e l y

H.D. W i l s o n



i r i b u . c l s m . a . r L

F ’r a n l K  f l a v i n

Stoie of Alaska
36 0  " K "  Street, R o o m  246
Anchorage, Alaska 9 9 5 0 1

(907) 2 7 6 -4 0 1 1

N o v e m b e r  4, 1 9 7 7

H. D. W i l s o n  

1 3 1 7  H y d e r
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

Re: O m b u d s m a n  C o m p l a i n t  7 7 - 1 5 0 5
(Cl o s e d )

D e a r  M r .  W i l s o n :

I h a v e  r e s e a r c h e d  t h e  m a t t e r  t n a t  y o u  b r o u g h t  t o  o u r  
a t t e n t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  e l e c t r i c a l  c o n t r a c t o r s  l i c e n s e s . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  is c u r r e n t l y  n o  w a i v e r  o f  e x a m i n a t i o n  
u n d e r  A l a s k a  S t a t e  s t a t u t e s .  T h e  s t a t u t e  a l l o w i n g  t h i s  

(A.S. 0 8 . 4 0 . 1 6 0 )  w a s  r e p e a l e d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h i s  y e a r  

a n d  d i d  n o t  a p p l y  t o  c o n t r a c t o r s  w h o  h a d  h a d  a l i c e n s e  i n  

a n o t h e r  s t a t e ,  a n y w a y .  T h e r e  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  n o  w a y  f o r  
a n y o n e  t o  g e t  a c o n t r a c t o r s  l i c e n s e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  w i t h o u t  

t a k i n g  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n .

I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i n g ,  i t  w o u l d  

b e  a t  b e s t ,  a l i m i t e d  s o l u t i o n ,  a s  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  h i r e  a 
l i c e n s e d  e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  b e f o r e  y o u r  c o r p o r a t i o n  

c o u l d  g e t  a n  e l e c t r i c a l  c o n t r a c t o r s  l i c e n s e .  A l s o ,  y o u  
w o u l d  h a v e  t o  h a v e  a  l i c e n s e d  e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o n  

s t a f f  a t  a l l  t i m e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e t a i n  y o u r  c o n t r a c t o r s  

l i c e n s e .  Y o u  c a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  I u n d e r s t a n d  it, g e t  a 
g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r s  l i c e n s e ,  b u t  n o t  a s p e c i a l t y  c o n t r a c t o r s  
l i c e n s e  w i t h o u t  f i r s t  h i r i n g  s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  a n  e l e c t r i c a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  l i c e n s e .

I h o p e  t h i s  a n s w e r s  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  y o u  m a y  h a v e  h a d .  I 

a m  s o r r y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  m o r e  t h a t  w e  c a n  d o ,  b u t ,  c u r  
l e g i s l a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d o  n o t  a l l o w  u s  t o  g o  t o  c o u r t  
n c r  c a n  w e  r e p e a l  a s t a t u t e  o n c e  e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  y o u r  p a t i e n c e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

F f a n k  F l a v i n  

O m b u d s m a n

F F :g p w
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The Honorable Jay S. Hammond 
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Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Sir:

The board of Electrical Examiners, in compliance with Alaska Statute 

37.07.050 and 37.07.090, respectfully submits this annual report.

The contents of this report reflect the activities of this board for 
the past year together with many of our concerns for the future.

We believe our activities are responsive to the the public need and 
we welcome any communication you would care to direct to us.

Very truly yours,

J. Trammer, Chairman 
Board of Electrical Examiners
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B O A R D  O F  E L E C T R I C A L  E X A M I N E R S  A C T I V I T Y

T h e  s a f e t y  and w el l  b e i n g  o f  the p e o p l e  of this s t a t e  c o n t i n u e  to be 

p a r a m o u n t  in f o r m u l a t i n g  this b o a r d ' s  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s .  1 978 

s a w  both an i n c r e a s e  in the n u m b e r  of l i c e n s e d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  w i t h i n  

o u r  s tate a nd  th e  n u m b e r  o f  c i t i z e n  c o m p l a i n t s  to both  the d e p a r t m e n t s  

o f  C o m m e r c e  and L a b o r  r e g a r d i n g  u n l i c e n s e d  a c t i v i t y  a n d  i m p r o p e r l y  

i n s t a l l e d  e l e c t r i c t l  s y s t e m s .

P r i o r  to J u l y  1,1978, the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  l i c e n s e  v i o l a t i o n s  

s e c t i o n  had 180 o p e n  e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  cases. T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  

w a s  a b l e  to o b t a i n  v o l u n t a r y  c o m p l i a n c e  in 71 of these; 28 m o r e  r e s u l t e d  

in c e a s e  and d e s i s t  o r d er s ,  3 l i c e n s e s  w e r e  r e v o k e d  a n d  2 m i s d e m e a n o r  

c o n v i c t i o n s  w e r e  o b t a i n e d .  T w e n t y - t w o  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m p l a i n t s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  

a f t e r  J ul y  1; 11 o f  t h e s e  ha d  b e e n  p r o c e s s e d  by th e  e n d  of t h e  y e a r ,  

r e s u l t i n g  in 7 c a s e s  o f  v o l u n t a r y  c o m p l i a n c e  and the i s s u a n c e  o f  4 c e a s e  

and d e s i s t  orders.

T h e  b o a r d  h eld tw o  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  d u r i n g  1978. T h e s e  h e a r i n g s  d e a l t  w i t h  

f u r t h e r  s u b - d i v i d i n g  the c l a s s e s  o f  l i c e n s u r e  to m o r e  p r o p e r l y  e n c o m p a s s  

o u r  g r o w i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  i n d u s t r y  and c l a r i f i y i n g  ou r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e s e  h e a r i n g s  r e s u l t e d  in th e  p r o m u l g a t i o n  o f  n e w  r e g u l a t i o n s  

w h i c h  b e c a m e  e f f e c t i v e  in 197 9  u n d e r  1 2 . A A C . 3 2 .

In 1977, and a g a i n  in 1978, the b o a r d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  s p o n s o r e d  a m m e n d i t o r y  

l e g i s l a t i o n  d e s i g n e d  to i n c r e a s e  o u r  a w a r e n e s s  o f  the p u b l i c  n e e d  and to 

p r o v i d e  us w i t h  the a u t h o r i t y  to do th e  j o b  a s s i g n e d  us by th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

O u r  d e t a i l e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o p o s a l s  ar e  a t t a c h e d  t o  this r e p o r t  as " E x h i b i t

SECTION 1 /



T h e  B o a r d  of El e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  m e t  4 t im e s  in 1978. T w o  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  

h e l d  in A n c h o r a g e ,1 in J u n e a u  an d  1 in F a i r b a n k s .  In a d d i t o n  to th e  p u b l i c  

h e a r i n g s  held a t  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s ,  t h e  b o a r d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  e x­

a m i n a t i o n  to q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  A  s u m m a r y  o f  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  e x a m i n­

ati o n s  is a t t a c h e d  to t h i s  r e p o r t  as " E x h i b i t  B".

T h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  d u r i n g  1978 c o n t i n u e d  to g e n e r a t e  a cash s u r p l u  

O u r  in c o m e  and e x p e n s e  a n a l y s i s  is d e t a i l e d  in " E x h i b i t  C".





S E C T I O N  2 

A D I S S E R T A T I O N  ON L I C E N S I N G

/

" L i c e n s i n g  is a p r o c e s s  by w h i c h  an a g e n c y  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  g r a n t s  p e r­

m i s s i o n  to an i n d i v i d u a l  to e n g a g e  in a g i v e n  o c c u p a t i o n  up o n  f i n d i n g  

tha t the a p p l i c a n t  has a t t a i n e d  th e m i n i m a l  d e g r e e  of  c o m p e t e n c y  r e­

qu i r e d  to e n s u r e  t ha t  the p u b l i c  heal th ,  safety, an d  w e l f a r e  will be 

r e a s o n a b l y  well p r o t e c t e d " . ^

"The p u r p o s e  of this c h a p t e r  is to p r o t e c t  the s a f e t y  o f  p e o p l e  and 

p r o p e r t y  in the s t a t e  f r o m  the d a n g e r  of i m p r o p e r l y  i n s t a l l e d  e l e c t r i ca l  

w i r i n g  and e q u i p m e n t ,  by p r o v i d i n g  a p r o c e d u r e  to assure;

(1) T h e  p u b l i c  tha t p e r s o n s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  m a k i n g  e l e c t r i c a l  

i n s t a l l a t i o n s  in this s t a t e  are q u a l i f i e d ;  and

p
(2) T h a t  a s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  a r e  so q u a l i f i e d " .

F r o m  its i n c e p t i o n  in 1960 until the m i d  1970's, the B o a r d  o f  E l e ct r i c a l  

E x a m i n e r s  f u n c t i o n e d ,  as d i d  m o s t  s t a t e  r e g u l a t o r y  a g e n c i e s ,  w i t h  o n l y  

m i n i m a l  g u i d a n c e  and no c l e a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  to f ocus upon. In 

1977, u sing the v e h i c l e  of b o a r d  s p o n s o r e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  through, 

the G o v e r n o r ' s  offi c e ,  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  a n u m b e r  of 

a m m e n d m e n t s  to A S . 08.40.

1. O c c u p a t i o n a l  lice n s i n g :  Q u e s t i o n s  a L e g i s l a t o r  S h o u l d  Ask; S h i m b e r g  

& R o e d e r e r ,  1978.

2. A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  A S 0 8 , 4 0 . 0 0 5  ( S e c . 2, Ch. 53, S L A  1977)



I n c l u d e d  in t h e s e r e v i s i o n s  w a s  the s t a t e m e n t  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  

e x c e r p t e d  above. It is r e a d i l y  a p p a r a n t  t h a t  the a v e r a g e  c i t i z e n  o f  this 

s t a t e  is i n c a p a b l e  of p r o t e c t i n g  h i m s e l f  f r o m  the h a z z a r d s  c r e a t e d  by  i m­

p r o p e r l y  i n s t a l l e d  elect r i c a l w i r i n g ,  b e c a u s e  he does n o t  r e c o g n i z e ,

(by lac k  of s p e c i a l i z e d  e d u c a t i o n  and e x p e r i e n c e , )  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  

r i g h t  and wrong. E v e r y o n e  k nows (but g e n e r a l l y  i g n o r e s ,)  t h a t  e l e c t r i c i t y  

can c a u s e fires; tha t  e l e c t r i c i t y  can inju r e ,  m a i m  and kill; and t h a t  i m­

pr o p e r l y  i n s t a l l e d  w i r i n g  is l i k e l y  to r e s u l t  in loss o f  c o m f o r t ,  p r o p e r t y  

or w o r s e .  H o w  can the a v e r a g e  c i t i z e n  o f  o u r  s t a t e  be e x p e c t e d  to r e c o g n i z e  

the d i f f e r e n c e ?

"The p u r p o s e  of r e g u l a t i o n  is to p r o j e c t  the publ i c ,  not the e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t

3
o f  th e  o c cu p a t i o n a l  group".

T h e  e l ec t r i c a l  c o n t r a c t i n g  i n d u s t r y  in o u r  s t a t e  is d i v i d e d  (along tr a d i t i on a l  

lines,) into two m a j o r  groups; U n i o n  and N o n - U n i o n  w i t h  a f a i r l y  hig h  p e r c e n t a g e  

o f  " I n d e p e n d a n t "  c o n t r a c t o r s  o p e r a t i n g  alone. T h e r e  is no s i n g l e  c o h e s i v e  f o r c e  

( e x c e p t  the S t a t e  R e g u l a t o r y  A g e n c y )  t h a t  is c a p a b l e  of d r a w i n g  the d i v e r s e  

f a c t i o n s  of the industry t o g e t h e r  to w h e r e  s e l f  r e g u l a t i o n  w o u l d  b e c o m e  a v i a b l e  

a l t e r n a t i v e  to o u r  p r e s e n t  system.

O c c u p a t i o n a l  licensing: Q u e s t i o n s  a L e g i s l a t o r  S h o u l d  Ask; S h i m b e r g  & R o e d e r e r ,

1978.

3



It is t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  o b j e c t i v e  o f  this b o a r d  to a s s u r e  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  

an a d e q u a t e  n u m b e r  of q u a l i f i e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  ar e  a v a i l a b l e  to m a k e  s a f e  

e l e c t r i c a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e b a s i c  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  p r o c­

ess. T o  t h i s  end, w e  h a v e  f o r m u l a t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  goals:

(1) T o  c o n t i n u e  to r e f i n e  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  an d  v o c a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s

so that;

a. All r e q u i r m e n t s  and e v a l u a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  e n t r y  i n t o  this 

o c c u p a t i o n  ar e  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d .

b. All c o m p l a i n t s  ar e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and r e s o l v e d  in a m a n n e r  w h i c h  

is s a t i s f a c t o r y  and c r e d i b l e  to the p u b l i c .

c. All d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d i n g s  a g a i n s t  licericees are c o n d u c t e d  

in a f a i r  and e x p e d i t i o u s  m a n n e r .

d. All a p p l i c a n t s  and l i c e n s e e s  a r e  t r e a t e d  e q u i t a b l y ,  f a i r l y  an d  

e q u a l l y .

e. All p e r s o n s  c o m i n g  i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  this b o a r d  a r e  g u a r a n t e e d  

du e  p r o c e s s .

(2) T o  c o n t i n u e  t o  o f f e r  p r o p o s a l s  to o u r  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  in o r d e r  to;

a. F u r t h e r  d e f i n e  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  o f  o u r  s t a t u t e

b. P r o v i d e  t h e  b o a r d  w i t h  the a u t h o r i t i e s  n e c e s s a r y  to a c c o m p l i s h  

its r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

c. C o o r d i n a t e  and c o n s o l i d a t e  the v a r i o u s  e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s  r e g u l a t­

ing o u r  i n d u s t r y  i n t o  a c o h e s i v e ,  i n t e l l i g i b l e  unit.





E X H I B I T  "A"

/

Sec 0 8 . 4 0 . 0 1 0 .  C r e a t i o n  an d  m e m b e r s h i p  of t h e  board. T h e r e  is h e r e b y  

c r e a t e d  a b o a r d  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  

w h o  ar e  l i c e n s e d  e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and two m e m b e r s  d r a w n  f r o m  

the p u b l i c  at large.

R a t i o na l e :  S i n c e  r e g u l a t i o n  a f f e c t s  the vital i n t e r e s t s  of consu m er s ,

it is i n c u m b e n t  upon the l e g i s l a t u r e  to d e v e l o p  a f o r u m  upo n  w h i c h  

p u b l i c  v i e w s  can be heard.

S e c t i o n  2.A S  0 8 . 4 0 . 0 3 0  is a m m e n d e d  to read:

S e c  0 8 . 4 0 . 0 3 0  C h a i r m a n  o f  the board. T h e  b o a r d  shall e l e c t  o p e o f  its

m e m b e r s  as cha i r m an .  T h e  c h a i r m a n  shall be a l i c e n s e d  e l e c t r i c a l  a d­

m i n i s t r a t o r .

R a t i o na l e :  T h e  B o a r d  r e j e c t s  the p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  o n l y  m e m b e r s  of our

o c c u p a t i o n a l  g r o u p  ar e  q u a l i f i e d  to m a k e  j u d g e m e n t s  a b o u t  e n t r a n c e  

s t a n d a r d s ,  e x a m i n a t i o n  conte n t , or d i s c i p l i n a r y  ma t t e r s .  We do feel,

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  the t e chnical n a t u r e  of o u r  i n d u s t r y  r e q u i r e s  the p r e s e n c e

o f  a k n o w l e d g e a b l e ,  t e c h n i c a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  c h a i r  p e r s o n  to r e p r e s e n t  the 

B o a r d  on a d a y  to d a y  basis.

S e c t i o n  3 . A S  0 8 . 4 0 . 0 4 0  is a m m e n d e d  to read:

S e c  0 8 . 4 0 . 0 4 0  B o a r d  m e e t i n g s .  T h e  B o a r d  shall hol d  a r e g u l a r  q u a r t e r l y  

(annual) m e e t i n g .  T h e  B o a r d  m a y  h o l d  spec i a l m e e t i n g s  at the call of  the

Section l.AS 08.40.010 is ammended to read:



C h a i r m a n  w i t h  p r i o r  a p p r o va l  o f  the G o v e r n o r .  T h r e e  (two) m e m b e r s  

c o n s t i t u t e  a q u a r o m .  (

R a t i o n a l e :  T h e  b o a r d  r e g u l a r l y  h o l d s  4 m e e t i n g s  a y e a r  as this is the

m i n i m u m  n e c e s s a r y  to s a t i s f y  the p u b l i c  need. T h e  q u o r u m  l i m i t a t i o n  

m u s t  be i n c r e a s e d  to a c c o m o d a t e  the p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  r e q u e s t e d  in S e c t i o n  1, 

above.

S e c t i o n  4.A S  0 8 . 4 0 . 0 9 0

S e c  0 8 . 4 0 . 0 9 0  L i c e n s e  r e q u i r e d  (A) No p e r s o n  m a y  ac t  as an e l e c t r i c a l

a d m i s t r a t o r  in the s t a t e  w i t h o u t  a 

l i c e n s e  i s s u e d  by t h e  board.

1. N o  p e r s o n  m a y  s u b m i t  a b i d  or o f f e r  

to p e r f o r m  e l e c t r i c a l  w o r k  in the 

s t a t e  w i t h o u t  a l i c e n s e  i s s u e d  by 

the board.

(B) A p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  this c h a p t e r  

m a y  p e r f o r m  o r  o f f e r  to p e r f o r m  e l e c­

trical w o r k  o n l y  in a c a t a g o r y  fo r  

w h i c h  he is l i c e n s e d .

R a t i o n a l e :  A p e r s o n  w h o  r e s p o n d s  to an i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  bid s  is p r o p o r t i n g

to be e n g a g e d  in the b u s i n e s s  of e l e c t r i c a l  c o n t r a c t i n g  u n l e s s ,  as an 

u n l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  he a c k n o w l e d g e s  his i n a b i l i t y  to p e r f o r m  the w o r k  

until he is l i c e ns e d .  W i t h o u t  this c o n t i n g e n c y ,  an o f f e r  m a d e  or c o n t r a c t  

e n t e r e d  i n t o  is, in e f f e c t ,  an a g r e e m e n t  to c o m m i t  a c r i m e  an d is in 

v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  of  the state.

S e c t i o n  5.A S  0 8 . 4 0 . 1 2 0  is a m m e n d e d  to read:

S e c  0 8 . 4 0 . 1 2 0  E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  a p p l i c a n t .  E ach a p p l i c a n t  shall be e x a m i n e d  

to d e t e r m i n e  his k n o w l e d g e  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  and w i r i n g ,  f a m i l i a r i t y  

w i t h  the r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  in the N a t i o na l  E l e c t r i c a l  C o d e  and the 

N a t ional E l e c t r i c a l  S a f e t y  C o d e ,  as (a p p r o v e d  b y  the

A m e r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  S t a n d a r d s  A s s o c i a t i o n )  a d o p t e d  and a m m e n d e d  by t i t l e  18,



a r t i c l e  6 o f  the A l a s k a  H e a l t h  and S a f e t y  Co d e ,  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e

i n s t a l l a t i o n  and s a f e t y  r e g u l a t i o n s  ( a p p r o v e d  b y  th e A m e r i c a n  S t a n d a r d s  A s s o c . ) ,
/

an d  his p e r s on a l  skill an d  a b i l i t y .

R a t i o n a l e :  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  e n a c t s  s t a t u t o r y

r e g u l a t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  and safet y .  T h e s e  s t a t u t e s  

a r e  no t  a p p r o v e d  b y  the A m e r i c a n  S t a n d a r d s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and as a c o n s e q u e n c e  

o f  the w o r d i n g  o f  this s ec t i o n ,  a p p l i c a n t s  can  n o t  be e x a m i n e d  on t h e i r  

c o n t e n t .  (Yet) k n o w l e d g e  of t h e s e  (and o t h e r  s i m i l a r )  r e q u i r e m e n t s  will 

d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  th e  q u a l i t y  and s a f e t y  o f  c o n t r a c t o r ' s  work.

* S e c t i o n  6. A S  0 8 . 4 0 . 1 3 5  is a m m e n d e d  to read:

S e c  0 8 . 4 0 . 1 3 5  Renewal and R e i n s t a t e m e n t .

(a) A l i c e n s e  i s s u e d  u n d e r  this c h a pt e r ,  u n l e s s  r e v o k e d  or s u s p e n d e d ,

is n o n - t r a n s f e r a b l e  and m a y  be r e n e w e d  b i e n n i a l l y  on a date  set

by the d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  u p o n  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  a d e q u a t e

p r o o f  o f  a c t i v i t y  to the b o a r d  and by a p p r o p r i a t e  a p p l i c a t i o n .

(b) A l a p s e d  l i c e n s e  m a y  be r e i n s t a t e d  by  p a y m e n t  of  all u n p a i d  renewal 

fees and a p e n a l t y  fee $ 2 5 . 0 0  f o r  eac h y e a r  t h e  l i c e n s e  has b e e n  

l apsed, u n l e s s  the l i c e n s e  has bee n  l a p s e d  f o r  m o r e  than two (three) 

y e a r s  (an d  the B o a r d  has r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  t h a t  it m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  

to r e q u i r e )  in w h i c h  cas e  the l i c e n s e e  wil l be r e q u i r e d  to take

a n d  pass the e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  120 of this chapt e r .

(c) A l i c e n s e e  w h o  fails to s u b m i t  a d e q u a t e  p r o o f  of a c t i v i t y  to the board 

f o r  m o r e  than two c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s  will b e  r e q u i r e d  to t ake and pass 

the e x a m i n a t i o n  g i v e n  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  120 o f  this c h a p t e r  to r e n e w  his 

l i c ense.

R a t i o n a l e :  A t  p r e s e n t  m o s t  i n a c t i v e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  can p r e s e r v e  t h e i r

r i g h t  t o  p r a c t i c e  b y  s i m p l y  p a y i n g  the renewal fee. B y  k e e p i n g  t h e i r  

l i c e n s e s  in fo r c e ,  they are a b l e  to r e s u m e  p r a c t i c e  at a n y  t i m e  e ven 

t h o u g h  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  f a i l e d  to r e t a i n  t h e i r  c o m p e t e n c e .



* S e c t i o n  7. AS  0 8 . 4 0 . 1 6 5  Is e n a c t e d  to read: ,

S e c  0 8 . 4 0 . 1 6 5  L i c e n s u r e  b y  e n d o r s e m e n t .  A n  a p p l i c a n t  w h o  is a l i c e n s e d  

e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  in a n o t h e r  s t a t e  m a y  a p p l y  f o r  :c e n s u r e  w i t h o u t  

e x a m i n a t i o n  u p o n  p r o v i d i n g  p r o o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y  to the b o a r d  that;

(A) he is c u r r e n t l y  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d  in th e e l e c t ri c a l  

c o n t r a c t i n g  i n d u s t r y  and,

(B) T h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  e n t r y  in his s t a t e  of l i c e n s u r e  

are a t  l e a s t equal to t h o s e  o f  thi s  state.

R a t i o n a l e :  In o r d e r  to e n c o u r a g e  the c o m p e t i t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  it is n e c e s s a r y

to p r o v i d e  ou t  o f  s t a t e  a p p l i c a n t s  w i t h  f a i r  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  a c c e s s  to o u r  

c r e d e n t i a l i n g  p r o c e d u r e s .

* S e c t i o n  8 . AS 0 8 . 4 0 . 1 7 0  is a m m e n d e d  by e n a c t i n g  s u b - s e c t i o n  (a)(4) to read: 

S e c  0 8 . 4 0 . 1 7 0  D e n i a l ,  S u s p e n s i o n ,  a n d  r e v o c a t i o n  o f  license.

(a) (4), T n e  l i c e n s e e  has k n o w i n g l y  p e r m i t t e d  e l e c t ri c a l  

w o r k  to be a c c o m p l i s h e d  in thi s  s t a t e  u n d e r  the 

g u i s e  of his l i c e n s e  an d  w i t h o u t  his s u p e r v i s i o n .

R a t i o n a l e :  T h e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  w o r k  by an u n l i c e n s e d  p e r s o n

is a c r i m e  a g a i n s t  t h e  state. P e r s o n s  w h o  d e l i b e r a t e l y  a l l o w  otheij u n­

lic e n s e d  p e r s o n s  to a c c o m p l i s h  e l e c t r i c a l  w o r k  u n d e r  the f r a u d u l e n t  

" u n b r e l l a "  of l i c e n s e d  a c t i v i t y  are t h e m s e l v e s  g u i l t y  of v i o l a t i n g  this 

statute.

* S e c t i o n  9 . A S  0 8 . 4 0 0 . 2 0 0  (5)(B) is a m m e n d e d  to read:

S e c  9 A S  0 8 . 4 0 . 2 0 0  (5)(B) D e f i n i t i o n s .  F u r n i s h i n g  ( t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s )  

t e l e p h o n e  or t e l e g r a p h  s e r v i c e  to the p u b l i c  fo r  c o m p e n s t a t i o n .

R a t i o n a l e :  W h e n  this d e f i n i t i o n  w a s  a d d e d  to t h e  s t a t u t e  in 1977, the

i n t e n t  o f  both t h e  B o a r d  an d  the L e g i s l a t u r e  was  to e x c l u d e  the a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  (ie: M u n i c i p a l  U t i l i t i e s ,  long lines carriers, 

e t c . ,)  f r o m  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  this c h a p t e r .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  the w o r d i n g



w s  j o i n t l y  s e l e c t e d  has r e s u l t e d  in c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n t r o v e r s e y  and 

needs to be c l ar i f i e d .

S e c t i o n  1 0 . A S  0 8 . 4 0 . 2 0 0  is a m m e n d e d  by e n a c t i n g  s u b - s e c t i o n  6 to re, i:

Se c  0 8 . 4 0 . 2 0 0  (6) D e f i n i t i o n s  " r e pair" Cleans the p e r f o r m a n c e  or a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  

o f  w o r k ,  o f  a r o u t i n e  r e c u r r i n g  n a t u r e  or o t h e r w i s e ,  on an integral electr i c a l  

c i r c u i t  c o m p o n e n t  w h i c h  is or is c a p a b l e  nf b p ; n g  e n e r g i z e d ,  w h e n  such w o r k  

i n v o l v e s  t h e  r em o v a l ,  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  d i s c o n n e c t i o n  o r  r e c o n n e c t i o n  o f  tha t  

integral c o m p o n e n t .

Ra t i o n a l e :  T h e r e  has b e e n  a g r e a t deal o f  c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  t h e  l ast several

y e a r s  r e v o l v i n g  a r o u n d  the l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  of the w o r d  " r e pair". O n l y  

by a d d i n g  a f i r m  d e f i n i t i o n  for this w o r d  can w e  h o p e  to a c h i e v e  u n i f o r m  

c o m p r e h e n s i o n  an d  e n f o r c e m e n t  of this statute.

S e c t i o n  1 1 .AS 1 8 . 6 0 . 5 8 0  is r ep e a l e d  and r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

S e c  1 8 . 6 0 . 5 8 0 .  M i n i m u m  elect r i c a l  s t a n d a r ds .  T h e  l a t e s t  p u b l i s h e d  e d i t i o n s  

of  the N a t i o n a l  E l e c t r i c a l  C ode a n d  the National E l e c t r i c a l  S a f e t y  Code, 

bo t h  as a p p r o v e d  by the A m e r i c a n  National S t a n d a r d s  I n s t i t u t e  c o n s t i t u t e  

the m i n i m u m  E l e c t r i c a l  S a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  o f  the state.

Ra t i o n a l e :  It is bot h r i d i c u l o u s  and e x p e n s i v e  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to h a v e

to r e v i e w  this a c t  e v e r y  two to three y e a r s  to c h a n g e  a d a t e  so t ha t  w e  m a y  

o n c e  a g a i n  be in tune w i t h  the r e s t  of the U.S.A.

S e c t i o n  12.A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 5 9 0  is a m m e n d e d  to read:

S e c  12.A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 5 9 0  S t a t e ,  B o r o u g h  and C i t y  e l e c t r i c a l  ' o d e s



S e c  12. A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 5 9 0  E l e c t r i c a l  C o d e s

I
J

(A) T h e  ( d e p a r t m e n t )  B o a r d  of E l e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  m a y  be r e g u l a t i o n  

a d o p t  a m m e n d m e n t s  to the (1971) N at i o n a l  E l e c t r i c a l  C o d e  a n d / o r  

t he Na t i o n a l  E l e c t r i c a l  S a f e t y  C o d e  (as a p p r o v e d  and i s s u e d  b y  the 

A m e r i c a n  S t a n d a r d s  A s s o c i a t i o n )  p r o v i d e d  suc h  a m m e n d m e n t s  r e s u l t

in s t a n d a r d s  no less s t r i n g e n t  than t h o s e  p r e s c r i b e d  by s e c t i o n  580 

o f  this c h a p t e r .

(B) T h i s  c h a p t e r  does n o t  a f f e c t  the a u t h o r i t y  o f  a n y  o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h , 

m u n i c i p a l i t y  o r  rural e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  a s s o c i a t i o n  to p r e s c r i b e  by 

o r d i n a n c e ,  r u l e  or order, s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  a r e a s  of 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  no less s t r i n g e n t  t h a n  the  s t a n d a r d s  p r e s c r i b e d  by the 

( d e p a r t m e n t )  B o a r d  o r  t h o s e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by s e c t i o n  580 of thi s  c ha pter.

R a t i o n a l e :  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  e m p l o y e s  e l e c t r i c a l  i n s p e c t o r s ,  not

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  T h e  t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t i s e  n e c e s s a r y  to f o r m u l a t e  a m m e n d m e n t s  

to the N a tional S t a n d a r d s  m o r e  p r o p e r l y  s i t e s  w i t h  t h e  Board. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  

as this s t a t u t e  is n o w  w o r d e d ,  no one can a m m e n d  th e  National E l e ct r i c a l  S a f e t y  

C o d e  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  the r a t i o n a l e  b e h i n d  such an a m m e n d m e n t .  P l e a s e  s e e  a t t a c h­

m e n t  1 to the e x h i b i t  f o r  an e x a m p l e  o f  w h y  the B o a r d  needs this a u t h o r i t y .

* S e c t i o n  13.A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 6 0 0  is r e p e a l e d  and r e - e n a c t e d  to read:

S e c  1 8 . 6 0 . 6 0 0  P o w e r s  and d u t i e s  o f  the B o a r d  an d t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ;

(A) T h e  B o a r d  may:

1. P r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  to c a r r y  o u t  the p u r p o s e s  

of s e c t i o n  5 8 0 - 6 1 0  or this c h a pter.

2. I n spect, or c a u s e  to be i n s p e c t e d ,  the e l e ct r i c a l  

w i r i n g  o f  any p l a c e  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  o r  p u b l i c  s t r u c t u r e  

in t h e  state.

(B) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  shall:

1. P r o m u l g a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  to c a r r y  ou t  the p u r p o s e s  o f  

s e c t i o n  6 2 0 - 6 6 0  o f  this c h a p t e r .

2. Kee p  a r e c o r d  of all i n s p e c t i o n  fees c o l l ec t e d .

3. Keep a r e c o r d  of all e l e c t r i c a l  i n s p e c t i o n s  c o n d u c t e d .

R a t i o n a l e : T h i s  r e v i s i o n  is n e c e s s a r y  to a c c o m o d a t e  the o t h e r  c o n t e m p l a t e d

c h a n g e s  to this ch a p t e r .



$
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*  S e c t i o n  14 . A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 6 1 0  is a m m e n d e d  to read:
/

S e c  1 8 . 6 0 . 6 1 0  D e l e g a t i o n  of  A u t h o r i t y .  U p o n  a p p l i c a t i o n  to and  approval 

of the B o a r d  ( d e p a r t m e n t ) ,  a pers o n ,  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t y  firm, 

p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  d i s t r i c t ,  Rural E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  o r  M u n i c i p a l -  

U t i l i t y  D i s t r i c t  f u r n i s h i n g  e l e c t r i c a l  c u r r e n t  m a y  be a u t h o r i z e d  (by the 

c o m m i s i o n e r )  to i n s p e c t  the e l e c t r i c a l  w i r i n g  f o r  a p u b l i c  o r  c o m m e r c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e  as d e f i n e d  in s e c t i o n  6 6 0  o f  this c h a p t e r  to w h i c h  it is to 

f u r n i s h  e l e c t r i c a l  c u r r e n t  b e f o r e  e n e r g i z i n g  the e l e c t r i c a l  s y s t e m  on, 

in, o r  a b o u t  t h e  p r e m i s e s .  A u t h o r i z a t i o n  by the B o a r d  ( c o m m i s s i o n e r )  

u n d e r  t his s e c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  a g r a n t  o f  full a u t h o r i t y  to a c t  w i t h i n  the 

p r o v i s i o n s  of s e c t i o n s  5 8 0 - 6 6 0  of this c h a p t e r  w i t h  the s a m e  i m m u n i t i e s  and 

privela'ies a c c o r d e d  to the s t a t e  in the p e r f o r m a n c e  of t h e s e  d u t i e s .  A 

p e r s o n  o r  e n t i t y  w h o s e  e l e c t r i c a l  w i r i n g  i n s t a l l a t i o n  is fo u n d ,  by the 

a u t h o r i z e d  i n s p e c t o r ,  n o t  to m e e t  the s t a n d a r d s  p r e s c r i b e d ,  has the r i g h t  

to appeal to th e  B o a r d  ( c o m m i s s i o n e r )  f o r  a n ew  in s p e c t i on .  T h e  B o a r d  

( c o m m i s s i o n e r )  sha l l , w i t h i n  15 days, f u r n i s h  a new i n s p e c t i o n  b y  a d e s i g n e e  

not a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  th e  p e r s o n ,  firm, or u t i l i t y  w h o  di d  the o r i gi n a l  i n sp e ction.

R a t i o n a l e :  T h e  b o a r d  has th e  a u t h o r i t y  ( G r anted by A S . 0 8 . 4 0 . 0 7 0 )  to c o n d u c t

i n s p e c t i o n s  b u t  lacks the tool to i m p l e m e n t  it. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  the t e c hnical 

d i r e c t i o n  r e q u i r e d  by th e  S t a t e  E l e c t r i c a l  I n s p e c t o r s  m u s t  c o m e  f r o m  the 

B o a r d  as th e  d e p a r t m e n t  has no s o u r c e  of e x p e r t i s e  o t h e r  tha n  the i n s p e c t o r s  

t h e m s e l v e s .

* S e c t i o n  15. A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 6 4 0  is a m m e n d e d  to read:

S e c  1 8 . 6 0 . 6 4 0  S c o p e  o f  w o r k  c o v e re d ;

(A) S e c t i o n s  5 8 0 - 6 6 0  o f  this c h a p t e r  

a p p l y  to ( c o v e r  only) n e w  i n s t a l l­

ations and a l t e r a t i o n s  to e x i s t i n g  

i n s t a l l a t i o n s .



(B) T h e s e  s t a n d a r d s  are the r e q u i r e d  

( r e c o m m e n d e d )  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  

f o r  all n e w  s t r u c t u r e s  in th e  state.

R a t i o n a l e :  T h e  w o r d i n g  c h a n g e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  to b r i n g  t his s e c t i o n  into

a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  this c h a p t e r .

* S e c t i o n  1 6 . A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 6 6 0  (4) is a m m e n d e d  to read:

S e c  1 8 . 6 0 . 6 6 0  D e f i n i t i o n s  in s e c t i o n s  5 8 0 - 6 6 0  o f  this c h a p t e r .  (4)

" P u b l i c  S t r u c t u r e s "  m e a n s  b u i l d i n g s  s u c h  as ho t e l s ,  r e s i d e n t  h o u sing, e x c e p t  

h o m e s o w n e d  b,y t h e  i n s t a l l e r  and n o t  i n t e n d e d  f o r s a l e  a t  the t ime of m a k i n g  

the i n s t a l l a t i o n , (with m o r e  than o n e rental unit) r e s t a u r a n t s ,  taverns, 

l o d g i n g  h o u s e s ,  c h i l d r e n ' s  homes, a u d i t o r i u m s ,  t o w n  halls, or a n y  s t r u c t u r e  

d e s i g n e d  or u s e d  f o r  p u b l i c  a s s e m b l y  w h e t h e r  p u b l i c l y  o r  p r i v a t e l y  o wned or 

fi nanced.

R a t i o n a l e :  T h i s  c h a n g e  w o u l d  a l l o w  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  of r e s i d e n t i a l  o c c u p a n c i e s

b u i l t  b y  c o n t r a c t o r s  a n d  a n y  o t h e r  d w e l l i n g  u n i t  i n t e n d e d  f o r  rental o c c u p a n c y  

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  u nits i n v o l v e d .  T h i s  a u t h o r i t y  is r e q u i r e d  to allow 

us to c o m p l y  w i t h  the i n t e n t  o f  A S  0 8 . 4 0  w h i c h  ag a i n ,  is to p r o t e c t  the public.

* S e c t i o n  17. A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 6 6 0  is a m m e n d e d  by e n a c t i n g  s u b - s e c t i o n  5 to read:

S e c  1 8 . 6 0 . 6 6 0 ( 5 )  "Boa r d "  m e a n s  the b o a r d  of E l e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  as c r e a t e d  

b y  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  A S  08.40.

R a t i o n a l e :  T h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  this r e v i s i o n  is s e l f  e vi d e n t .

* S e c t i o n  1 8 . A S  1 8 . 6 2 . 0 1 0  is a m m e n d e d  to read:

S e c  1 8 . 6 2 . 0 1 0  C e r t i f i c a t e  of f i t n e s s  r e q u i r e d .  In c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  w o r k  

p e r f o r m e d  s u b j e c t  to t h e  s t a n d a r d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in (AS 1 8 . 6 0 . 5 8 0  and)

A S  1 8 . 6 0 . 7 0 5 ,  no p e r s o n  m a y  be e m p l o y e d  w i t h o u t  a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  fitn e s s  

to p e r f o r m  w o r k .



R a t i o n a l e :  T h e  b o a r d  c o n s i d e r s  the  c e r t i f i c a t e  of f i t n e s s  p r o g r a m  to be

an a b r o g a t i o n  of an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  to w o r k  a t  his trade. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h er e  is a b s o l u t e l y  no n e e d  f o r  tw o  l i c e n s i n g  p r o g r a m s  w i t h i n  ' 

the s a m e  o c c u p a t i o n .  If t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  is l i c e n s e d  an d r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

t h e  w o r k  a c c o m p l i s h e d  u n d e r  his l i c e n s e ,  w h y  the n  r e g u l a t e  th e  w o r k m a n ?  

" T h e r e  is l i t t l e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  if p r a c t i t i o n e r s  w o r k  u n d e r  

s u p e r v i s i o n .  If r e g u l a t i o n  is n e e d e d ,  it s h o u l d  be the s u p e r v i s o r  w h o  is 

r e g u l a t e d " . ^

C o s t  Impact:

T h e  net r e s u l t  of the f o r e g o i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  p a c k a g e  w o u l d  be a c o s t  

i n c r e a s e  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 2 , 5 0 0 . 0 0  a y e a r  to s u p p o r t  th e  two ne w  b o a r d  

m e m b e r s  and a c o s t  d e c r e a s e  o f  u n t o l d  niagnetude in the r e d u c t i o n  of 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  costs p e r t i n a n t  to the c e r t i f i c a t e  of f i t n e s s  p r o gram.

T h e  m a c h i n e r y  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  the b a l a n c e  o f  this l e g i s l a t i v e  p a c k a g e  

a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  and w o u l d  n e i t h e r  e x p a n d  no r  c o n t r a c t  as a r e s u l t  o f  

t h e s e  changes.

1. O c c u p a t i o n a l  ^licensing: q u e s t i o n s  a l e g i s l a t o r  s h o u l d  ask, P a g e  15;

S h i m b e r g  & R o e d e r e r,  1978.
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6 April, 1979

Board of Electrical Examiners 

Pouch D

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

ATTN: Nancy Ferguson

Gentlemen:

Please place us on your agenda for the next Board meeting. We would 

like to discuss with you experimental single high voltage lines with 

ground return. Mr. Dwane L. Legg, P. E . , of Retherford Associates 

is requesting from this Department an exception to the National 

Electrical Safety Code and your opinion regarding the safety of 

such an operation would be appreciated. It concerns Article 305 (2e) 
of the National Electrical Code and Article 215 (B4) of the National 
Electrical Safety Code.

More detailed information will be provided at the time of the meeting. 

Yours truly,

DEPA RT M EN T  OF LABOR

WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION

J A Y S .  H A M M O N D .  G O V E R N O R

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  B L D G .  A N N E X .  S U I T E  1 0 0  

6 5 0  W .  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A I R P O R T  R O A D  

A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 2

A. J. Reed 
C. E. I



ROBERT W. RETHERFORD ASSOCIATES

CONSULTING ENG INEERS
T E L E P H O N E  344-2503 

P. O .  BOX 64J0 
A N C H O R A G E .  A LA SKA  BS302 

T ELEX :  626-380

May 15, 1979 000-900

Mr. Jerome Trammer 

16 Glacier #18 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Dear Mr. Trammer:

Representatives from the firm of Robert W. Retherford Associates are 

scheduled to meet with the State Electrical Board in Anchorage on the 
23rd of May, 1979, to present information pertaining to the use of 
Single Wire Ground Return (SWGR) Systems in Alaska.

Enclosed is a general information brief related to SWGR Systems which 

may be reviewed for familiarization with the single wire ground return 
concept.

Sincerely,

ROBERT W. RETHERFORD ASSOCIATES

' J

Frank J. Bettine 

Staff Engineer

FB:smd/n

A D I V I S I O N  O F  A R K A N S A S  G L A S S  C O N T A IN E R  C O R P O R A T I O N
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S U B J E C T :  S I N G L E  W IR E  G R O U N D  R E T U R N  SYSTEMS'

• i

P U RP O SE :  W a i v e r  o f  A r t i c l e  21S-B4, Na t io n a l  E l e c t r i c  S a f e t y  C o d e ,
w h i c h  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  e a r t h  as a r e t u r n  c o n d u c t o r .

D I S C U S S IO N :

A s i n g l e  w i r e  g r o u n d  r e t u r n  sy s t em  (SWGR)  c a n  b e s t  b e  d e s c r i b e d  as 
s i n g l e - p h a s e ,  s i n g l e  w i r e  t r a n sm i s s i o n  sy s t em  u s i n g  t h e  e a r t h  as a r e t u r n  
c i r c u i t .  SWGR is  n o t  a n ew  t e c h n o l o g y  as t h o u s a n d s  o f  m i l e s  o f  l i n e  h a v e  
b e e n  i n  s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  mo re  t h a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  - m os t l y  o u t s i d e  
t h e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  i . e . ,  I n d i a ,  New Z e a l a n d ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  C a n a d a  a n d  i n
a reas  o f  t h e  USA  d u r i n g  W .W . I I .

T h e  SWGR l i n e s  s u g g e s t e d  h e r e  a re  p o in t- to- po in t  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  a 
c a r e f u l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  g r o u n d i n g  sy s t em  at e a ch  e n d  p o i n t .  (S ee  F i g u r e  
1) T h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e s e  e n d  p o i n t  g r o u n d i n g  s y s t em s  w o u l d  c om p l y  w i t h  
p r e s e n t l y  a c c e p t e d  s t a n d a r d s  fo r  l im i t i n g  p o t e n t i a l  g r o u n d  g r a d i e n t s  a n d  
w o u ld  b e  s im i l a r  i n  d e s i g n  to a g r o u n d i n g  sys t em  f o u n d  i n  t o d a y s  h i g h  
v o l t a g e  s u b s t a t i o n .  T h e  s u b s t a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  at e a c h  e n d  w o u l d  t h e n  
c o n n e c t  to  th  ; c o n v e n t i o n a l  m u l t i- g r o u n d e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s t em  as c om m on ly  
u s e d  t o d a y  t h r o u g h o u t  A la ska  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  49 s t a t e s .  I t  is b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  p r o p o s e d  h e r e  w o u ld  i n  no  w ay  c r e a t e  a n y  o p e r a t i n g  s y s t em  
w i t h  l e s s e r  s a f e t y  t h a n  th o s e  n ow  a c c e p t a b l e .

T h e  l a t e r  e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  Na t iona l  E l e c t r i c  S a f e t y  C o d e  ( N E S C )  do es  n o t ,
h o w e v e r ,  a l l ow  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  e a r t h  as a r e t u r n  c o n d u c t o r  (P a r t  2,
S a f e t y  R u l e s  f o r  t h e  I n s t a l l a t i o n  a n d  M a i n t e n a n c e  o f  O v e r h e a d  E l e c t r i c  
S u p p l y  a n d  C om m u n i c a t i o n  L i n e s ,  A r t i c l e  215-B4). T h e  F i f t h  ( e f f e c t i v e  
to 1961) a n d  p r i o r  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  N E S C  d i d ,  h o w e v e r ,  a l l ow  f o r  u s e  o f  
t h e  e a r t h  as a n o rma l  r e t u r n  p a th  o f  an  e l e c t r i c  c i r c u i t  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  an e x c e p t i o n  o r  w a i v e r  to t h e  p r e s e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n  i n  t h e  N E S C  
w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  to im p l em e n t  a SWGR sys t em  in  A la s k a .



V ILLAGE D ISTRIBUT ION



S i n g l e  W i r e  G r o u n d  R e t u r n  S y s t em  
MISC05/c
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000-900

A p r e s e n t l y  e n v i s i o n e d  SWGR sys t ems w o u ld  b e  u s e d  to d o n n e c t  s e v e r a l
smal l  o u t l y i n g  v i l l a g e s  w i t h i n  a g i v e n  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a rea  to a c e n t r a l l y  
l o c a t e d ,  l a r g e r ,  more  e f f i c i e n t ,  g e n e r a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  t h e r e b y  e l im i n a t i n g  
t h e  n e e d  f o r  e a c h  smal l  v i l l a g e  to  o p e r a t e  t h e i r  ow n  g e n e r a t i n g  f a c i l i t y .  
( F i g u r e  2)

I n t e r c o n n e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  o u t l y i n g  v i l l a g e s  to s e r v e  p r e s e n t  l o a d s  b y  c o n ­
v e n t i o n a l  t h r e e  p h a s e  t r a n sm i s s i o n  sy s t em  w o u l d  b e  p r o h i b i t i v e l y  e x p e n s i v e .  
T y p i c a l  c o s t  i n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  a rea  is  a p p r o x im a t e l y  $60,000 p e r  m i l e  f o r  
c o n v e n t i o n a l  25 kV  t h r e e  p h a s e  o v e r h e a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I t  is  e s t im a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  co s t  o f  a 25 kV to 40 kV  SWGR sy s t em  u s i n g  t h e  d e s i g n  m e t h o d  as o u t ­
l i n e d  i n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  a p p e n d i x  w o u ld  b e  a p p r o x im a t e l y  1/3 t h e  c o s t  o f  
c o n v e n t i o n a l  t h r e e  p h a s e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T a b l e  1 c om pa r e s  t h e  r e l a t i v e  b u s ­
b a r  c o s t  p e r  kWh f o r  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  d e f i n e d  b e l o w . 1 ( C o s t  o f  v i l l a g e  
p l a n t  a s sum ed  as o n e . )  Fo r  t h e  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  l i s t e d  t h e  e c o n om i c  
a d v a n t a g e  is  in  f a v o r  o f  t h e  SWGR sy s t em .

1. V i l l a g e  p ow e r  p l a n t  s y s t em  - p ow e r  p l a n t  a t  each  v i l l a g e .

2. T r a n s m i s s i o n  i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g  u s i n g  c o n v e n t i o n a l  3 0 - 4  w i r e  l i n e s  
to  i n t e r c o n n e c t  v i l l a g e s  to  a c e n t r a l  p l a n t .

3. A t r a n sm i s s i o n  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n  u s i n g  a §WGR sy s t em  to i n t e r c o n n e c t  
v i l l a g e s  to a c e n t r a l  p l a n t .

T A B L E  1 R E L A T I V E  BUS-BAR  C O S T  PER kWh

A l t e r n a t e  
V i l l a g e  P lan ts  
30 L i n e  
SWGR L i r e

1.0

0.88

0.64

1 A Regional Electric Power System for the Lower Kuskokwim Vicinity, 

Alaska Powei Administration, July 1975.
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A D V A N T A G E S  O F  SWGR

T h e  ma jo r  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a SWGR s y s t em  is  e c o n om i c s .  I t  is  m u c h  less 
c o s t l y  to p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e  u s i n g  a SWGR s y s t em  t h a n  u s i n g  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
t h r e e  p h a s e  t r a n s m i s s i o n .

T h e  SWGR s y s t em  p ro p o s e d  f o r  v i l l a g e  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s  c a n  b e  c o n ­
s t r u c t e d  b y  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t h em s e l v e s  w i t h  l i g h t w e i g h t  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  
m in im um  "ou ts id e "  a s s i s t a n c e .  T h i s  f a c t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
v i l l a g e r s  to  r e t u r n  to  t h e i r  c om m un i t i e s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  s h a r e  o f  t h e  c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n  i n v e s tm e n t  i n  wages  e a r n e d  l o c a l l y .

A l t h o u g h  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  d i s c u s s e d  a SWGR sy s t em  o p e r a t i n g  a t  a l i n e  
to  g r o u  'd v o l t a g e  e q u a l  to t h e  p hnse- to-phase  v o l t a g e  o f  a c o n v e n t i o n ­
al t h r e e  p h a s e  l i n e  w i l l  h a v e  a p p r o x im a t e l y  t h e  same load c a r r y i n g  
c a p a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  t h r e e  p h a s e  l i n e  f o r  a g i v e n  v o l t a g e  d r o p .  T h i s  is 
t h e  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  low r e s i s t a n c e  e a r t h  r e t u r n  p a t h .

L im i t a t i o n s :

SWGR is g e n e r a l l y  mos t  s u i t a b l e  fo r  s e r v i n g  low  load d e n s i t y  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  
w h e r e  l i t t l e  i f  a n y  p r o b l em s  w i l l  be  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  u s i n g  t h e  e a r t h  as a 
r e t u r n  c o n d u c t o r .

As t h e  load d e n s i t y  i n c r e a s e s  a b o v e  a c e r t a i n  l e v e l  t h e  c o s t  a d v a n t a g e  o f  
a SWGR s y s t em  is los t  a n d  c o n v e n t i o n a l  c h ree  p h a s e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  w i l l  
a g a in  be come  t h e  o n l y  p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n .
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E X H I B I T  "B"
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197 8  Annual r e p o r t

4

Pass

Fail

F e b r u a r y  17, 1 9 7 8 : 

In s i d e  W. In s i d e  C.

7

18

3

1
25

Res. W.

4

9

13

O u t s i d e  LW

0
0

0

O u t s i d e  C .

1
2

No S h o w s

14

P ass

Fail

M a y  12, 1978:

Inside W. I n s i d e  C,

7
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2
6

47 8

Res. W.

1
18
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O u t s i d e  LW

2
2

O u t s i d e  C,

0

2

No S h o w s

14
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A u g u s t  25, 1 9 7 8 :

In s i d e  W. I ns i d e  C,

3

22
0
2

25

Res. W.

2
12

14

O u t s i d e  LW

0

3

O u t s i d e  C .

1
1

No S h ow s

20

P ass

Fail

N o v e m b e r  17, 1 9 78: 

Ins id e  W.

14

25

39

In sid e  C, 

4

_2_ ___
6

Res. W. 

5

13

' 18

O u t s i d e  LW

0

2

O u t s i d e  C,

0

5

No S h o w s

1 2
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G. B o a r d  R e v e n u e s  and E x p e n d i t u r e s

4

FY '76 FY "77 FY '78

R e c eipts

Refu n d s

TOTAL

$ 8 , 3 5 7 . 0 0

5 0 0 . 0 0

7 , 8 5 7 . 0 0

$ 2 8 , 7 5 9 . 0 0

 4 0 0 . 0 0

2 8 , 3 5 9 . 0 0

$ 1 5 , 9 1 2 . 1 4

4 7 5 . 0 0

1 5 , 4 3 7 . 1 4

E x p e n d i t u r e s

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

Per D i e m  

Phone

P r inting, advert. 

& P o st a g e  

Fees & S e r v i c e s  

Rents, Leases 

& o ther

$ 1 , 0 5 3 . 4 0

8 2 3 . 4 4

128.71

19 3 .1 4

4 4 6 . 8 0

1 , 8 8 4 . 3 7

2 , 7 9 3 . 2 8

3 1 2 . 5 0

2 , 2 0 2 . 0 7

36 2 . 8 5

3 4 0 . 2 5

2 , 2 3 2 . 2 3

2 , 4 1 2 . 7 5

7 1 2 . 9 0

1 , 2 1 7 . 3 2

9 1 . 2 2

T OTAL 2 , 6 4 5 . 4 9 7 , 8 9 5 . 3 2 6 , 6 6 6 . 4 2

Surp l u s $ 5 , 2 1 1 . 5 1 2 0 , 4 6 3 . 6 8 8 , 9 7 0 . 7 2
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DEPARTMENT OE COMMERCE A  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING
P O U C H  o

J U N E A U .  A L A S K A  9 9 8 1 1

N o v e m b e r  13, 1979

H o n o r a b l e  Brad B r a d l e y  

C h a irman

S e n a t e  C om m e r c e  Co m m i tt e e  

P.O. Dra we r  8-Q 

A ncho r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99501

D ear S e n a t o r  Bradley:

D uring the S u n s e t  he a r i n g s  held by y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  N o v e m b e r  7,

1979, a Mr. Rob e r t  M e l o n  t e stified. His t e s t i m o n y  included 

c o m p l a i n t s  a bo u t  s u b s t a n d a r d  elec tr i c a l  w i r i n g  in a h o m e  in 

Betties, and state housing c o n t a i n i n g  sh a b by  w i r i n g  and c o n­

struction, also in Betties.

In the first case, Mr. M e l o n  r e p o rt e d  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of 

L a b o r  and was a d v i s e d  that p e r m i s s i o n  to c h e c k  on it w ould be 

n e c e s s a r y  from the o w n e r  b e c a u s e  it was not a commercial building. 

T h e  owner gave the n e c e s s a r y  p e r m i s s i o n ,  Mr. Reid checked the 

wiring, v e r i f i e d  it was s u b s t a n d a r d  but wa s never able to 

identify w h o  did the wiring. T h e  c o m p l a i n t  was not r e p orted to 

the D i v i s i o n  of O c c u pa t i o n a l  Licen s i n g .

The second i n s tance cited by Mr. M e l o n  appea r s  to be state 

housing units, also in Betti e s .  T his o f f i c e  has not received a 

complaint. At this time, w e  are not able to d e t e r m i n e  if the 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r  or any o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t  has r e c e i v e d  a 

c o m p l a i n t  or is investi g a t i n g .  If this is u n l i c e n s e d  a c t i v i t y  

o r  a vi ol a t i o n  by a lic e n s e e,  w e  will, upo n  learning details, 

i nvestigate.

Please c o n t a c t m e  if you h a v e  an y  q u e s t i o n s  or comments.

Since r e l y ,

■ r '■ A n n  B. Griggs 

D i r e c t o r

//
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B O A R D  O F  E L E C T R I C A L  E X A M I N E R S  B O A R D  OF  E L E C T R I C A L  E X A M I N E R S

F i r s t  P r o b l e m  - r e f e r  t o  d e p t  o f  O c c  L i e  B o o k  ( Y e l l o w )  S e c t i o n  F pg 27 ~  29

B o t h  t h e  D e p t  o f  C o m m e r c e  & D e p t  o f  L a b o r  h a v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  

f o r  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s .

S e c o n d  P r o b l e m  - re: p g  5 Le g  A u d  R e p  (Blue) # ( 2 )

N o t  o n l y  h a s  O L  n o t  m a i n t a i n e d  f i l e s  and s t a t s  b u t  t h e r e  is a l s o  

a p r o b l e m  t h a t  ha s  t e n d e d  to d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  A l a s k a n  w o r k e r s :  

D e p t  o f  L a b o r  ha s  e n f o r c e d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  a f U n e s s  c e r t i f i c a t e  

o n l y  a m o n g  u n i o n  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  the h i r i n g  h a l l s  - t h e  s c a b s  t h a t  a r e  

b r o u g h t  in up n o r t h  a r e  n o t  c h e c k e d  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t e s . . . .

F I N D I N G S  &  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  O F  L E G I S .  A U D I T :

#1 - T h e  c o m m i t t e e  d o e s  n o t  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  b o a r d  s h o u l d  b e  t e r m i n a t e d

T h e r e  is v a l i d i t y  in t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  to a s s u r e  a s a f e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  

o f  e l e c t r i c a l  w o r k .

#2

n

T h e  l i c e n s i n g  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  e l e c t r i c i a n s .

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  a g r e e  w i t h  l e g i s .  a u d i t  on t his o n e . . .  u n l e s s  t h e r e  

is c o n s i d e r a b l e  c h a n g e  in t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  t e s t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  so t h a t  t h e y  

a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  f i e l d s  in w h i c h  the " e l e c t r i c i a n "  is w o r k i n g ,  

t h e r e  is a g r e a t  deal o f  a b s u r d i t y  in r e q u i r i n g  a DP t y p e  t o  h a v e  4 0 0 0  h o u r s  of 

t e l e p h o n e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e .

I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  is o n e  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e  will d o

c h e c k i n g  c r e d e n t i a l s  t h a n  t h i s  b o a r d  w o u l d  be c a p a b l e  o f ____

l i k e  a l i b e r t i n e ? )

f o r  i s s u e i n g  l i c e n s e s  

e n f o r c e  e x i s t i n g  l a w s / i n  a u n i f o r m  m a n n e r . . . .

a b e t t e r  j o b  o f  

( d o e s t h i s  s o u n d

Y E S  T h e r e  is a s t r o n g  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  the p r a c t i c e s  h a v e  in f a c t  b e e n  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y .  

T h e y  s h o u l d  be s t r o n g l y  a d v i s e d  t o  s t a n d a r d i z e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for t a k i n g  t h e  e x a m  & 

t o  g r a d e  t h e  e x a m s  in a c o n s i s t e n t  m a n n e r .

( R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  #5: r e c i p r o c i t y  (SEE A P P E N D I X  A  " F O L L O W  U P  R E V I E W "  f o r

& Rec. #4 a l s o  deal w i t h  t h i s  a r e a )  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n )

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  a g r e e  w i t h  f i n d i n g s  # 3 , 4  &5.

Rec. # 6  C o n t i n u i n g  c o m p e t e n c y  s t a n d a r d s .

T h e  b o a r d  has p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  (see a p p e n d i x  A  of " f o l l o w  up r e v i e w " )  

t h a t  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  s u b m i s s i o n  of p r o o f  o f  a c t i v i t y  to t h e  b o a r d  to r e n e w  l i c ense. 

T h i s  m a y  or m a y  n o t  a s s u r e  c o n t i n u i n g  c o m p e t e n c y  - bu t  p r o b a b l y  w i l l .
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R e c  # 7  -- T h e y  r e c o m m e n d  a p u b l i c  m e m b e r .  T h e  B o a r d  a g r e e s  w i t h  t h i s.

(as a s i d e  n ote: T h e  S e n a t e  is a d d i n g  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  to A L L  b o a r d s ! )

I t h i n k  i t ’s a g o o d  idea.

#8 & 9 T h e  d e p t  o f  O c c  L i e  is n o w  d o i n g  w h a t  t h e  l e g  aud r e c o m m e n d e d . . .

f u r t h e r :

Rick H a l f o r d  & H u g h  M a l o n e  b o t h  feel t h a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  in t h e  s t a t u t e  s h o u l d  be 

s t r o n g  in r e q u i r i n g  t h e  B o a r d  to BE F A I R  in a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a n d  g r a d i n g  t e s t s  and 

i s s u i n g  l i c e n s e s .  T h i s  w o u l d  g i v e  an a p p l i c a n t  t h a t  f e l t  w r o n g e d  a c l e a r  g r o u n d  fo r  

a p p e a T . " '  I t h i n k  y o u  a r e  b e t t e r  e q u i p p e d  to c o m e  up w i t h  w o r d i n g  to e f f e c t  t h i s .

Malone, a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  w e  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  p u t t i n g  int o  s t a t u t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

a. r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  l i c e n s e d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  " s i g n  off'1 o n  e a c h  j o b  u p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  

c e r t i f y i n g  t h a t  it's k o s h e r .

a  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  l i c e n s e d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  be r e q u i r e d  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  t h o s e  

w o r k i n g  u n d e r  h i m  h a v e  the r e q u i r e d  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  f i t n e s s .  T h e  d e p t  o f  Lab. 

h a s n ' t  b e e n  a b l e  to d o  this ... m a y b e  a l i t t l e  local e n f o r c e m e n t  a t  r i s k  o f  

a  l i c e n s e  w o u l d  be m o r e  e f f e c t i v e .

I n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  I n s p e c t o r s  ( p r e s e n t l y  2) t o  5 ( and m a y b e  d e c r e a s e  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p r e s s u r e  ves s e l  i n s p e c t o r s  f r o m  5 to  2 - t h a t ' s  m y  c o m m e n t  n o t  m a l o n e s )

H u g h  M a l o n e  a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  

t h e  n e w  s t a t e  l o a n  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  a s k  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  to s u b m i t  s o m e  

s o r t  o f  p l a n  f o r  f i r e  an d  e l e c t r i c a l  i n s p e c t i o n  t o  t h e  n e x t  l e g i s l a t u r e  as a c o n d i t i o n

f o r  r e v e n u e  s h a r i n g  in f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n   A  g o o d  i d e a  in th e  l o n g  r u n  t h a t  will e n a b l e

t h e  r u r a l  l o a n  p r o g r a m s  to g o  i n t o  the R U R A L  a r e a s .  L a c k  o f  i n s p e c t i o n  is a p r o b l e m  ir. 

f i n a n c i n g  rural homes.

L a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t  - W E  S H O U L D  R E Q U I R E  TH E  S T A T E  T O  A B I D E  B Y  TH E  S A M E  L A W S  A S  T H E  P R I V A T E

S E C T O R  (see a t t a c h e d  m e m o  f r o m  Av. Gro s s )

A D D I T I O N :  The d e f i n i t i o n  o f  "Repair" o f f e r e d  in t h e i r  p r op o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  is u n a c c e p t a b l e

- far too broad.
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Official Business

J U a s k a  j $ t a h  lE e jt s Ia iu r t
r *

Senate
Committee on Commerce 

M a r c h  13, 1 9 8 0

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C l e m  T i l l i o n  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  M r .  P r e s i d e n t :

Y o u r  S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  h a d  u n d e r  c o n s i d ­
e r a t i o n  f o r  " S u n s e t "  r e v i e w  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  

p u r s u a n t  t o  y o u r  r e f e r r a l  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 5 0  a n d  A S  08.03.01(5.

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g  w a s  h e l d  o n  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h i s  b o a r d ,  a t  w h i c h  

w r i t t e n  a n d  o r a l  t e s t i m o n y  w a s  r e c i e v e d .  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
b o a r d  t e s t i f i e d  i n  p e r s o n  o r  b y  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  

c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  o f  t h e  b o a r d  f o r  F Y  1 9 8 1  a n d  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x a m i n e d  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  a u d i t  o f  t h e  a c t i v i ­

t i e s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  
A u d i t .

G u i d e d ,  i n  p a r t ,  b y  t h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e  r e v i e w  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

t o o k  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  f a c t o r s  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 5 0 ( c ) .

Y o u r  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  t h e r e b y  m a k e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
f i n d i n g s :  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  c o n c u r s  i n  s o m e  a n d  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h
o t h e r s  o f  t h e  n i n e  f i n d i n g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a s  t h e y  

a p p e a r  o n  p a g e s  9 t h r o u g h  14 o f  t h e  P e r f o r m a n c e  R e v i e w  o f  
t h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  d a t e d  M a y  2, 1 9 7 9  w h i c h  
is h e r e b y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  b y  r e f e r e n c e  a s  t h o u g h  f u l l y  s e t  o u t  

h e r e i n .  W h i l e  w e  a g r e e  w i t h  m a n y  o f  t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h e  

o n g o i n g  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  
E x a m i n e r s ,  w e  d o  n o t  c o n c u r  w i t h  t h e  a u d i t o r  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  
o f  E l e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  t e r m i n a t e .

H o w e v e r ,  h a v i n g  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  
E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  t e r m i n a t e d  a n d  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  c o n ­
t i n u e  t o  l i c e n s e  e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

h a s  f o u n d  t h a t  i t  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  b o a r d  w i t h  a 
s h o r t  e x t e n s i o n  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  a u d i t  m o n i t o r i n g ,  b e c a u s e  

^ t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  r e s p o n s i v e  e n o u g h  to c r i t i c i s m s  b y  t h e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e v e n  a f t e r  a 
p e r i o d  o f  m a n y  m o n t h s  f o l l o w i n g  the o r i g i n a l  a u d i t  r e p o r t ,  

a s  c a n  b e  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w - u p  r e p o r t  o f  F e b r u a r y  6, 1 9 8 0 .
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F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  f o l l o w i n g  u p  i t s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  n u m b e r  

t h r e e ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  a r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  m o r e  u n i f o r m i t y  a n d  
c o n s i s t e n c y  in t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  c u r r e n t  l a w s  b y  t h e  b o a r d ,  
t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  f o u n d  that, e v e n  s i n c e  A u g u s t ,  1 9 7 9 ,  
s i x  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n  e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  w h o  w e r e  

l i c e n s e d  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  f i t n e s s  r e q u i r e d  b y  

p r e s e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s .  A l s o ,  i n  f o l l o w i n g  u p  i t s  r e c o m m e n d a ­

t i o n  n u m b e r  f o u r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  u n i f o r m  
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  t h e  a u d i t o r  f o u n d  s o m e  i m p r o v e­

m e n t  o n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  b u t  f o u n d  t h a t  
g r a d i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  s t i l l  h a s  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  i n c o n ­
s i s t e n c i e s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a u d i t  r e p o r t .

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a s  to t h i s  l a s t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,  t h e  

F e b r u a r y  6, 1 9 8 0  r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  a u d i t o r  n o t e s  t h a t  " s o m e  

a p p l i c a n t s  a r e  p a s s e d  a n d  o t h e r s  a r e  f a i l e d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  
s a m e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  m i s s e d . "  (Pa g e  t w o . )

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  w h i l e  t h e  a u d i t o r  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  
o n  r e v i e w  a n d  r e g r a d i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  p a r t i a l l y  
c o r r e c t e d ,  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  c h a n g i n g  a g r a d e  a r e  s t i l l  n o t  
s t a t e d ,  n o r  a r e  t h e r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  f o l l o w - u p  t o  d e t e r m i n e  

i m p a c t  o n  a l l  e x a m i n e e s .  T h e  a u d i t o r  n o t e s  t h a t  t h i s  is 

d i r e c t l y  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  a n e w  r e g u l a t i o n  p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  t h e  

b o a r d  o n  M a y  25, 1 9 7 9 .  O t h e r  a u d i t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a r e  y e t  

to b e  d i s c u s s e d ,  b u t  i t  c a n  a l r e a d y  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  b o a r d  
h a s  a l o n g  w a y  t o  g o  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o r i g i n a l l y  
i n d i c a t e d  in t h e  a u d i t .

F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  is o f  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  

t h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  b e  e x t e n d e d  f o r  
o n l y  a n o t h e r  t w o  y e a r s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  u s u a l  f o u r  y e a r s  

a n t i c i p a t e d  b y  t h e  S u n s e t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  the L e g i s ­

l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  b e  a s k e d  t o  r e q u e s t  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  to p e r f o r m  a m o r e  t h o r o u g h  
f o l l o w - u p  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  f o r  
t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  y e a r  b e f o r e  f u l l  S u n s e t  r e v i e w  a g a i n  o c c u r s  
in 1 9 8 2 .

O t h e r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  u r g e d  c e r t a i n  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s  

( r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  n u m b e r  tw o ,  fiv e ,  six, a n d  s e v e n ) .

B r i e f l y ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w i s h e s  t o  a d d r e s s  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  
s t a t u t o r y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  b u t  c a u t i o u s l y .
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T h e  a u d i t o r s  r e c o m m e n d e d  ( n u m b e r  two) t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  
e x e m p t  " c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  e l e c t r i c i a n s "  f r o m  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  s t a t u t e s .  T h e  b o a r d  d i s a g r e e d ,  a n d  p r o v i d e d  
s o m e  g r a p h i c  e x a m p l e s  o f  l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  o c c u r r e n c e s  i n  t h e  

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  h o m e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  e q u i p m e n t  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  
M D S  a n d  c a b l e  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v i c e s ) . H o w e v e r ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  
f i n d s  t h a t  i t  is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to e a s i l y  d e l i n e a t e  w h a t  
a r e a s  o u g h t  a n d  o u g h t  n o t  t o  b e  e x e m p t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  s o m e  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  e x e m p t i o n  i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  s e e m s  a p p r o ­
p r i a t e .

T o  t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  a t t e m p t  to 
p r o v i d e  l a n g u a g e  i n  i t s  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  

e x e m p t  s o m e  " c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  e l e c t r i c i a n s "  f r o m  t h e  r e q u i r e­
m e n t s  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r ,  b u t  w h i c h  s t i l l  c a n  a d d r e s s  s o m e  o f  

t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  T h i s  w i l l  n o t  b e  
e a s y .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  a c c e p t s  p a r t  o f  t h e  a u d i t o r ' s  r e c o m­
m e n d a t i o n  n u m b e r  f i v e  w h i c h  u r g e s  s t a t u t o r y  c h a n g e s  to a l l o w  

l i c e n s u r e  b y  e n d o r s e m e n t  o r  r e c i p r o c i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  the 

C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  i n c l u d e  in i t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n s  
t h a t  m a y  s t i l l  a l l o w  t h e  b o a r d  t o  r e q u i r e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  a n  

o u t s i d e  e l e c t r i c a l  c o n t r a c t o r  w h o  is f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  i n  h i s  
s t a t e ,  b u t  o n l y  a s  t o  t h o s e  a r e a s  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l  

r e q u i r e d  f o r  w o r k  in t h e  u n i q u e  A l a s k a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  t h a t  
s p e c i a l l y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  u s a g e s  o f  t h e  t r a d e  i n  A l a s k a .

P u r s u a n t  to r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  n u m b e r  s i x ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

w i l l  i n c l u d e  i n  i t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  
b o a r d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o n t i n u i n g  c o m p e t e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  

e l e c t r i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  m e t  b y  p r o o f  o f  
a t t e n d a n c e  a t  r e l e v a n t  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  t r a d e  
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a p p r o v e d  o n  a c a s e  b y  c a s e  b a s i s  b y  t h e  b o a r d .
T h e  b o a r d  h a s  a g r e e d  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  n u m b e r  s e v e n ,  to 
a d d  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s  to t h e  b o a r d ,  a n d  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  l e g i s­

l a t i o n  a l o n g  t h o s e  l i n e s :  S u c h  p r o v i s i o n s  w i l l  b e  i n c l u d e d
in t h e  C o m m i t t e e ' s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  f e e l s  it h a s  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s e d  the 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  c a t e g o r i e s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  A S  4 4 . 6 6 . 0 5 0 ( d ) ,  
a n d  r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  c h a n g e s  s t a t e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  

t h e  B o a r d  o f  E l e c t r i c a l  E x a m i n e r s  b e  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  
t w o  y e a r s ,  t h a t  is, t h a t  t h e  r e p e a l e r  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  b e  a m e n d e d  to r e a d  J u n e  30, 198 2 ,  

a n d  t h a t  a n  i n t e r i m  o n e - y e a r  p e r f o r m a n c e  a u d i t  o f  t h e  b o a r d  
b e  r e q u e s t e d  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  D i v i s i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  

L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
c a n  m o n i t o r  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h i s  b o a r d  to t h e  p r o b l e m s  
r a i s e d  in t h i s  r e p o r t .
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A  b i l l  w i l l  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  c h a n g e s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,

AdI A m
> e n a t o r  B r a d  B r a d l e y  
C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e
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