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T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  l i c e n s i n g  d i v i s i o n  w i l l  i s s u e  

l i c e n s e s  to c r e w m e m b e r s  u s i n g  its l i c e n s e  v e n d o r  outlets. The 

h o l d e r  of a r e n e w e d  e n t r y  p e r m i t  m a y  p a r t i c i p a t e  in a n y  f i s h e r y  

as a c r e w m e m b e r  w i t h o u t  p u r c h a s i n g  a c r e w m e m b e r  license.

The A l a s k a  F i s h e r m e n ' s  F u n d  w i l l  be m a i n t a i n e d  at its 

c u r r e n t  level. This F u n d  p r o v i d e s  for the t r e a t m e n t  a n d  care 

of  A l a s k a  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r m e n  w h o  are i n j u r e d  o r  b e c o m e  ill 

in c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  C o m m e r c i a l  F i s h e r i e s  

E n t r y  C o m m i s s i o n  w i l l  a s s u m e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for the t r a n s f e r  

of  m o n e y  to c o v e r  e a c h  p e r m i t  hold er. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

R e v e n u e  w i l l  a l s o  t r a n s f e r  m o n e y  to the f u n d  for e a c h  c r e w­

m e m b e r  l i c e n s e  sold.

R e v e n u e  A n a l y s i s

The g e a r  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  lice n s e s  a r e  b e i n g  d i s c o n­

tin u e d  a nd w i l l  no l o n g e r  c o n t r i b u t e  to the S t a t e ' s  c o m m e r c i a l  

li c e n s e  rev enue. T h e  a n o n y m o u s  v e s s e l  l i c e n s e  and the n e w  

c r e w m e m b e r  l i c e n s e  w i l l  o n l y  p a r t l y  m a k e  up for this loss.

T h e  r e s t  m u s t  c o m e  f r o m  i n c r e a s e d  p e r m i t  fees.

As  se en in T a b l e  I, S t a t e  r e v e n u e s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  the 

four types of l i c e n s e  a n d  p e r m i t s  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  a p p r o x i m a t e d  

$1.5 m i l l i o n  f o r  each of the last four years. The n e w  s y s t e m  

is e x p e c t e d  to p r o d u c e  $2.6 f r o m  the n e w  v e s s e l  and c r e w m e m b e r



l i c e n s e s  and e n t r y  permits. T h e  i n c r e a s e  in r e v e n u e  w i l l  come 

m a i n l y  f r o m  the three to on e n o n - r e s i d e n t  to r e s i d e n t  p e r m i t  fee 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .

V e s s e l  l i c e n s e  r e v e n u e  w i l l  b e  b a s e d  o n  a n e w  fee. A n  

a n o n y m o u s  $20 fe e w i l l  r e p l a c e  the p r e v i o u s  $10 fee for a r e s i­

den t  v e s s e l  o p e r a t o r  and $30 fee for the n o n - reside nt. W h e n  

the $20 fee is a p p l i e d  to the n u m b e r  of v e s s e l  licenses sold in 

the past, v e s s e l  r e v e n u e  totals  $254,380, a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $100,000 

m o r e  than p r e v i o u s  year s. (Table II)

To p r o j e c t  c r e w m e m b e r  l i c e n s e  revenue, the n umber of 

c o m m e r c i a l  l i c e n s e  sold to p e r s o n s  w h o  d i d  not also h a v e  a 

gear l i c e n s e  is u s e d  to e s t i m a t e  the n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  

c r e w m e m b e r s . The p e r c e n t a g e s  of r e s i d e n t  a n d  n o n - r e s i d e n t  

c o m m e r c i a l  l i c e n s e s  sold in the p a s t  are a p p l i e d  to the e s t i­

m a t e d  n u m b e r  of c r e w m e m b e r s  so total a n t i c i p a t e d  r e v e n u e  can 

be derived. As seen in T a b l e  III p r o j e c t e d  1978 c r e w m e m b e r  

r e v e n u e  is $113,550.

T h e s e  two a m o u n t s  o f  n e w  fee revenues, $254,380 fo r 

v e s s e l  licen s e s  and $ 1 1 3 , 5 5 0  for c r e w m e m b e r  licenses m a k e  up 

o n l y  a q u a r t e r  of tota l r e v e n u e s  c o l l e c t e d  in the past. Unde r 

the n e w  p r o g r a m  the a d d i t i o n a l  r e v e n u e  m u s t  come  e x c l u s i v e l y  

from p e r m i t  fees.



Th e  L i m i t e d  E n t r y  L a w  r e q u i r e s  p e r m i t  fees to " r e a s o n­

abl y  r e f l e c t  the d i f f e r e n t  r ates of e c o n o m i c  r e t u r n  for 

d i f f e r e n t  fisherie s". It a l s o  c alls for the fees to be set 

b y  r egul ation, a l t h o u g h  a c e i l i n g  is mandated . SB 128 

r a i s e s  the c e i l i n g  f r o m  $100 to $500. The n e w  p e r m i t  fees 

w i l l  r e m a i n  in a b o u t  the same p r o p o r t i o n s  as they p r e s e n t l y  

exist. Some a d j u s t m e n t s  w i l l  be m a d e  to m o r e  c l o s e l y

r e f l e c t  the r a t e s  of e c o n o m i c  r e t u r n  for the v a r i o u s  fisheries.

W h e n  d e r i v i n g  total p e r m i t  revenues, a d j u s t m e n t s  m u s t  

be m a d e  to a c c o u n t  for p o v e r t y  p e r m i t  fees. If a f i s h erman 

falls w i t h i n  F e d e r a l  p o v e r t y  g u i d e l i n e s  he m a y  p u r c h a s e  a 

p e r m i t  for a R e d u c e d  fee. T h i s  fee w i l l  be i n c r e a s e d  from 

$5 to $15 to r e f l e c t  the c o s t  of i s s u i n g  the permit. The

$15 fee w i l l  be less than the total c o s t  of his lic enses and

p e r m i t  u n d e r  the p r e s e n t  system.

A  d o u b l i n g  of p r e s e n t  p e r m i t  fees c l o s e l y  r e f l e c t s  w h a t  

t h e  r e s i d e n t  f i s h e r m a n  n o w  p a y s  in a n n u a l  licens es and 

p e r m its. However, w i t h  the 3 to 1 n o n - r e s i d e n t  to r e s i d e n t  

ratio, the d o u b l e d  fees w i l l  b r i n g  the State an e x t r a  

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  in revenue. This e x t r a  r e v enue w o u l d  b r i n g  

the total m o n e y  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  c o m m e r c i a l  fishing l i c e nsi ng 

to $2.6 million. T a b l e  IV c o m p a r e s  p o r t i o n s  of the new fee 

s c h e d u l e  w i t h  the o l d  schedule.



f i s h e r i e s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  at a r a p i d  rate o v e r  the last f e w  

y e a r s  a n d  n o w  totals $17.6 mill ion. Over the p a s t  5 y e a r s  

the S t a t e  has o p e r a t e d  at an a v e r a g e  i n f l a t i o n  rate of 7% 

y e t  the p r i c e  of c o m m e r c i a l  g e a r  and v e s s e l  license s h a v e  

n o t  i n c r e a s e d  since 1959. A  b i l l  w h i c h  w a s  p a s s e d  in las t 

y e a r ' s  L e g i s l a t u r e  d o u b l e d  the c o s t  of sports f i s hing 

l i c e n s e s  for r e s i d e n t s  f r o m  $5 to $10. SB 128 w o u l d  a l l o w  

a g r e a t e r  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  the S t a t e ' s  costs in r e l a t i o n  to 

c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r i e s  w h i l e  at the same s t r e a m l i n i n g  and 

i m p r o v i n g  its l i c e n s i n g  program.



Ta b l e  I 

1974-1976 L i c e n s i n g  Revenue

P r o j e c t e d
1974 1975 1976 1978

G e a r $ 425,287 $ 397,777 $ 413,805 _  _  _

V e s s e l $ 152,486 $ 158,704 $ 160,737 $ 254,380

C o m m e r c i a l $ 325,020 $ 334,510 $ 385,280 $ 113,550

P e r m i t s $ 604,924 $ 646,191 $ 625,894 $2,,202,395

T O T A L $1 ,507,717 $1 ,537,182 $1 ,585,716 $2,,570,325

T o t a l  f i g u r e s  i n clude  m o n e y  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the F i s h e r m e n ' s  Fund, 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $200,000 p e r  year. The 1976 re venues for gear, vessel 
and c o m m e r c i a l  li censes are p r e l i m i n a r y  figures. The 1978 C o m m e r c i a l  
L i c e n s e  e n t r y  r e p r e s e n t s  r e v e n u e  to be c o l l e c t e d  from C r e w m e m b e r  
L i c e n s e s .



T a b l e  II 

V e s s e l  L i c e n s e  R e v e n u e

1975 R e s i d e n t  L i c e n s e s  10,369 0 $10 = $103,690
1975 N o n r e s i d e n t  L i c e n s e s  2,350 0 $30 =  $ 70,500

12,719 $174,190

P r o j e c t e d  1978 V e s s e l  L i c e n s e  Revenue:

T o t a l  L i c e n s e s  12,719 0 $20 =  $254,380

T a b l e  III 

C r e w m e m b e r  L i c e n s e  R e v e n u e

1975 C o m m e r c i a l  l i c e n s e s  less g e a r  licenses: 7,373

73% r e s i d e n t  o r  5,382 l i c ens es 0 $10/l i c e n s e

27% n o n r e s i d e n t  or 1,991 l i c e n s e s  0 $30/li c e n s e  

P r o j e c t e d  1978 C r e w m e m b e r  L i c e n s e  Revenue: $113,550

$53,820

$59,730



A  C O M P A R I S I O N  O f  O L D  A N D  N E W  R E S I D E N T  L I C E N S E  A N D  P E R M I T  F E E S

Old System

Gear Commercial 
License License Permit

Purse Seine
(Based on 250 fathoms)

Drift Gill net
(Based on 200 fathoms)

Set Net
(Based on 150 fathoms)

Hand Troll

Power Troll

Long Line
(Vessel length 26' or less)

Long Line
(Vessel length over 26')

Pots

Pots

(Vessel length 50' or less- 
based on 150 pots)

(Vessel length over 5 0 1 - 
based on 150 pots)

$

7 0

2 0

15

15

15

25

25

30

4 5

$

1 0

1 0

1 0

1 0

1 0

1 0

1 0

1 0

1 0

$

6 0

50

2 0

2 0

50

2 0

60

50

1 0 0

Total

$

140

8 0

45

45

75

55

95

90

155

N e w  S y s t e m

Permit

$

1 2 0

1 0 0

40

40

1 0 0

40

1 2 0

1 0 0

2 0 0

i ■

Non-Resident fees are three times resident fees



A COMPARISON OF OLD AND NEW NON-RESIDENT LICENSE AND PERMIT FEES
• • • / • •* *

. O ld S y s tem  1 New Sy s tem

T o t a l  ’ P e rm it
Gear . Com m erc ia l 

L ic e n s e  L ic e n s e  P e rm i t

Purse Seine
(Based on 250 fathoms)

Drift Gill net
(Based on 200 fathoms)

Set Net
(Based on ISO fathoms)

i Hand Troll

0
H  Power Troll
1

Long Line
(Vessel ien' ’6 1 or less)

Long Line
(Vessel length over 26*)

Pots

Pots

(Vessel length S O 1 or less 
based on 150 pots)

(Vessel.length over 50'- 
bascd on 150 pots)

2 1 0

60

45

45

45

S O

S O

90

135

30

30

30

30 •

30

30

'30

30

30

60

50

2 0

2 0

50

2 0

60

50
r

1 0 0

300

140

95

95

125
»

10-0

140

170

265

360

300

1 2 0

1 2 0

300

1 2 0

360

300

600


