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4 6 4 0  D a l e  Road  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  
J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1975

Bob Hinman
R e g i o n a l  Game S u p e r v i s o r
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  and Game
130 0  C o l l e g e  Road
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  99701

Dear  M r .  H inm an:

The u n d e r s i g n e d  members o f  th e  Chena  R i v e r  S p o r t s m a n  C l u b  
s u p p o r t  any i n i t i a t i v e  to  i n s t i t u t e  a p r e d a t o r  c o n t r o l  
program in  game management u n i t  2 0 - A .  T h i s  s u p p o r t  
i n c l u d e s  a e r i a l  w o l f  h u n t i n g  a n d / o r  a c l o s e d  moose s e a s o n .  
Though o r d i n a r i l y  many o f  us c o u l d n ' t  co n do ne  a e r i a l  
h u n t i n g ,  we know t h i s  to  be t h e  o n l y  f e a s i b l e  a p p r o a c h  
in  lo w e r i n g  w o l f  num bers .  I t ' s  n o t  by p a s s i n g  rumor  
t h a t  we b e l i e v e  th e  moose herd in  2 0 - A  to  be in t r o u b l e  
and t h e  w o l f  p o p u l a t i o n  to  be e x t r e m e l y  h e a l t h y .  T h i s  
i s  an area  which we have in  t h e p a s t  e x t e n s i v e l y  u t i l i z e d  
and b a s e  our b e l i e f s  on our p a s t  and c u r r e n t  f i e l d  o b s e r ­
v a t i o n s .  ,

L a  / v<t-

L C £ m w 'Z  C"

i '%  5 o

\ v \ o \  ^

O A * \
c-'

•o Si4 S ' . )  L-.'
- 7

/  '

o

s  A ' v  >; / j  / A  fj Y  , y . ? 6  - Y j ^ u . i A A '  j
/ / / '  - ’ A  ■yt-Jt-C' v A  c / <

/ f a t



4 6 4 0  D a l e  Road  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  
J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1 9 7 5

Bob Hinman
R e g i o n a l  Game S u p e r v i s o r
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  and Game
1 3 0 0  C o l l e g e  Road
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  99701

D e a r  M r .  H in m a n :

The  u n d e r s i g n e d  members o f  t h e  C h e n a  R i v e r  S p o r t s m a n  C l u b  
s u p p o r t  any i n i t i a t i v e  t o  i n s t i t u t e  a p r e d a t o r  c o n t r o l  
program  in  game management  u n i t  2 0 - A .  T h i s  s u p p o r t  
i n c l u d e s  a e r i a l  w o l f  h u n t i n g  a n d / o r  a c l o s e d  moose s e a s o n ,  
Though o r d i n a r i l y  many o f  us c o u l d n ' t  c o n d o n e  a e r i a l  
h u n t i n g ,  we know t h i s  t o  be t h e  o n l y  f e a s i b l e  a p p r o a c h  
i n  l o w e r i n g  w o l f  n u m b e r s .  I t ' s  n o t  by p a s s i n g  rumor  
t h a t  we b e l i e v e  t h e  moose  herd  in  2 0 - A  t o  be in  t r o u b l e  
and t h e  w o l f  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  be e x t r e m e l y  h e a l t h y .  T h i s  
i s  an c r e a  w h ic h  we have  in  t h e p a s t  e x t e n s i v e l y  u t i l i z e d  
and b a s e  our  b e l i e f s  on our  p a s t  and c u r r e n t  f i e l d  o b s e r ­
v a t i o n s .
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B o x  2 0 5 2

Fairbanks, Alaska 
January IS, 1975

Dear E d i t o r :.

The recent meeting at the TVSA clubhouse indicated 
that the arrogant, Watergate mentality has spread to all 
branches of government, including the Alaska Department 
of Fish and Game.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game must be 
notified that they will be placed on the "endangered" 
list if they persist in their arrogant plan to "poach" 
wolves in 20A.

The wolves, as well as the moose and caribou belong 
to all the people of Alaska and not exclusively to the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game.

Wolf control must be carried out by private, licensed 
airplane hunters, licensed game hunters and licensed trappers. 
The wolf will then be the exclusive property of the 
successful licensed hunter, trapper or pilot.

A bounty of $1,000 for each dead wolf with a minimum of 
350 wolves taken from 20A (would be a cheap price to 
pay for the moose saved) would give the proper incentive 
to make the control program successful.

S i n c e r e l y ,



o
1347 Rewak Drive 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

January 18, 1975

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

1300 College Road 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Gentlemen:

I am writing to protest your decision to institute aerial wolf hunting 
in Subunit 20A. I am an Athabascan Indian who was born and has lived his 

entire life in the Tanana Valley. For centuries my people have lived in 

harmony with the wolves and moose but with the advent of the white man 

everything that is Alaska is being destroyed. The white man has decimated 

the moose population and now proposes to attempt to destroy the wolves.

With the incredible economic bias the white m an has on everything 1 1 v»i sure 

if he could think of a way to exploit the black spruce and river silt he'd 

attempt to wipe them out too.

In my opinion, through their inept "management" of the moose, the Department 

of Fish and Game have shown they couldn't "manage" their way out of a wet 

paper bag. The Department foolishly allowed a season on cow moose (due to 

some mystical insight they have into the moose's sex life) and allowed the 

herd to become depleted ana now they plan to rectify their error by instituting 

aerial hunting of wolves. By some obscure twist of white man's logic these 

two wrongs will make a right. I say leave the wolves alone and if you're 

afraid of further depredations the woives might make in the moose herd then 

I suggest you stake out Fish and Game employees for the wolves to eat.

Your feedlot mentality as regards Alaska's wildlife disgusts me. Alaskan 

residence does not guarnatee anyone a chance at a moose in their freezer.

I do not understand where you feel you received a mandate to provide a 

protein subsidy to the. citizenry. Since most of us receive a pay check then 

let's do our hunting in the meat counter of our local grocery sto.e.

My fondest wi d h  is that you and your gun equipped aircraft stop meddling in 

Alaska's wildlife and return to the cesspool of the lower 43 states from 

whence you came. Leave Alaska to the moose, the wolves and the Indians. 

Possibly the land can be saved before you destroy it completely.

cc; Governor Jay Hammond

Representative Mike Bradner
Ivan T h o r a l l , Member, Alaska Fish and Game Advisory Board



5640 Airport W a y  

Fairbanks, Al£3ka 99701 

January 16, 1975

Gentlemen:

I feel that the 'State of Alaska Department of Fish end Game haa mismanaged 

the coooe population in Game Subunit 20A. The receut decision of the De­

partment to institute aerial hunting of wolves is nothing but an effort to 

lay blame on the wolf for the Department's wrongdoings.

In the fall of 1973, Che Department was cwara that the moose population in 

the unit had dwindled to less than half the number the area could usually 
support. The Department, therefore, decided to cut the population still 

further by authorising a cow season. This only served to further deplete 

the population of mooao.

Rather than use aerial hunting to correct tha errors of the Department, I 

feel that it would be best to let nature take ito course, close the area 

to hunting?, and allow the ecology balance to right itself.

PAT JOHNSON

copies:

t

Representative Miks Bradner 

Pouch V

Junecu, Alaska 99301

Hr. Ivcn Thorall 

912Earnettc St.

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

State of Alaska 
Department of Fish end Camo 

V/ 1 3 C 0  College Road

Fairbcnka, Alnaka 99701

Governor Jay llammond 

Pouch A

Juneau, Alaska 99301

Senator John Butrovich 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alanka 99801
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P. 0. B o x  8 1 4 4 3  

C o l l e g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1  

J a n u a r y  16, 1 9 7 5

G o v e r n o r  J a y  H a m m o n d  

P o u c h  A

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

Re: A e r i a l  W o l f  H u n t i n g

i n  G a m e  M a n a g e m e n t  
S u b u n i t  2 0 A

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  H a m m o n d :

A t  a T a n a n a  V a l l e y  S p o r t s m a n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  m e e t i n g  on T u e s d a y ,  

J a n u a r y  14, I w a s  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  a w e s o m e  r e p o r t  b y  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  t h a t  a e r i a l  w o l f  h u n t i n g  w i l l  b e g i n  

in S u b u n i t  2 0 A  b e f o r e  t h i s  s p r i n g .  A s  a s i x - y e a r  r e s i d e n t  o f  

F a i r b a n k s ,  m y  a n x i e t y  h a s  g r o w n  y e a r l y  r e g a r d i n g  s u c h  a m o v e ,  

a n d  n o w  t h a t  t h e  r e a l i t y  i s  u p o n  us, I s e e  t h a t  m y  w o r r i e s  w e r e  

n o t  u n f o u n d e d .  H u m a n  e r r o r  i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o l i c y  h a s  c a u s e d  

a m o o s e  s h o r t a g e ,  a n d  a s  in t h e  L o w e r  48, h u m a n  e g o  is b l i n d l y  

a n d  e r r o n i o u s l y  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c o v e r  i.ts o w n  w r o n g  d o i n g s  b y  

p l a c i n g  t h e  b l a m e  o n  n a t u r e .  W a n t  m o r e  m o o s e ?  K i l l  m o r e  w o l v e s !

I ' m  c e r t a i n  y o u  a r c  a w a r e  o f  a l l  t h e  a r g u m e n t s ,  p r o  a n d  c o n ,  r e ­

g a r d i n g  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  I m y s e l f  a m  n o  e x p e r t  b y  a n y  m e a n s .  B u t  

I d o  w i s h  t o  v o i c e  m y  o p i n i o n  a n d  g o  o n  r e c o r d  a s  o n e  m o r e  

A l a s k a n  o p p o s e d  to s u c h  v i c i o u s  a n d  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  h u m a n  i n ­

t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  a d e l i c a t e  eco-systein. T h e  F a i r b a n k s  D a i l y  N e w s  

M i n e r  ( 1 / 1 5 / 7 5 )  q u o t e d  H i n m a n  a s  s a y i n g  t h a t  " t h e  p r o g r a m  ( k i l l i n g )  

w i l l  b e  a s  c l e a n  a n d  w e l l  c o n t r o l l e d  a s  p o s s i b l e . . . t h e  g e n e r a l  

i d e a  is to g e t  in t h e r e  f a s t  a n d  h i t  h a r d  a n d  t a k e  a t  l e a s t  100 
w o l v e s  a y e a r  a n d  m o r e  i f  p o s s i b l e ... s u c h  a h u n t  w i l l  n o t  b e  a 

o n e  t i m e  a f f a i r  b u t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  a c o n t i n u i n g  p r o g r a m . . .  

i t  h a s  to bo, if t h e  m o o s e  in t h e  f l a t s  a r e  t o  i n c r e a s e . "  I n  

t h e  s a m e  a r t i c l e ,  t h e  N e w s  M i n o r  a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a n  
e s t i m a t e d  1 7 5  w o l v e s  in t h e  f l a t s .

O n e  n e e d n ' t  b e  w h a t  Ilinman l a b l e d  a n  " o u t s i d e  e x t r e m i s t  g r o u p "  

t o  s e e  w h e r e  t h i s  l o g i c  t a k e s  us: a t  100+ w o l v e s  k i l l e d  a  y e a r ,

p l u s  t h e  u s u a l  f u r  t r a p p e r s '  t o l l ,  it t a k e s  u s  to n o  m o r e  w o l v e s .  
M a y  G o d  h e l p  h i s  b l i n d  p e o p l e .

M e n  w i p e d  o u t  t h e  w o l v e s  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .  It 

k e p t  t h e  c a t t l e m e n  a n d  h u n t e r s  h a p p y .  A n d  A l a s k a n s  a r e  s t i l l  

u n d e r  t h e  m a n i a c a l  i l l u s i o n  t h a t  e v e r y  m a n  s h o u l d  g o t  h i s  m o o s e .  

W h e r e  d o e s  t h a t  a t t i t u d e  l o a d  u s  w h e n  t:hc h u m a n  p o p u l a t i o n  is 

d o u b l e d ?  A l a s k a n s  m u s t  r e a l i z e ,  b e f o r e  w c  k i l l  a l l  t h e  w i l d l i f e ,  

t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' 1: h a v e  to k i l l  m o o s e  t o  s u r v i v e .  T i m e s  c h a n g e ,  a n d  

s o  m u s t  a t t i t u d e s .  K i l l i n g  w o l v e s  is o n l y  a n o t h e r  p a r a n o i d  h u m a n  
g e s t u r e  t o  c o v e r  t h e  r e a l  p r o b l e m ,  the. p r o b l e m  b e i n g  h o w  t o  k e e p



t h e  voters' h a p p y  a n d  s t i l l  k e e p  /ilcsko t h e  b e a u t i f u l  p i e c e  it

in. I h o p e  th.' l o g i c  (th c r g h  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n )  w i l l  r e p l a c e  - ^

g r e e d  a s  t h e  m o t i v a t i n g  f o r c e  in M a s h a a  r e s i d e n t s - - a n d

g o v e r n m e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s — -in t h e  h;w-.Iiiig o f  o u r  w i l d  f r i e n d s .

S i n c e r e l y ,
1 ;

• * /V /
W L 'u y - i
h a r r y  B r o v m

cc: J i m  B r o o k s

B o b  JJimaan
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D e n  y o u n g  

S e n a t o r  T e d  S t e v e n s  

S e n a t o r  M i k e  G r a v e l  

F a i r b a n k s  D a i l y  N e w s  M i n e r

A

>. //



My husband and I came to Alaska one year ago. We came on a voluntary 
basis, tickled to death to have the opportunity to live in the "last 
Frontier".

We are both outdoors people. We love to‘back-paok,' camp, fish and 
while I go but don't carry a gun, we both enjoy hunting. In the 
fall of 1971+, we went moose hunting in the 20A area-. We were both 
surprised to find that a cow as well as a bull moose could be hunted.
My husband had misgivings about killing a cow. Efe was told that the 
reason for this ruling; was that there were so marty.of them, it wouldn't - 
matter. So after hunting four days and getting no shot at a bull, he 
took a cow. ■..

Now we are told that the hunting season in 20A will be closed next year 
and probably for severaJL years thereafter because the moose population 
has dropped to a level that is endangering the herd1. And at the same 
time we are told that the wolf population in the ;area must be weeded out 
because they (quote)"are giving unfair competition to the hunters".(unquote)

First of all, I am not at all convinced that the.-wolf population in the 
area is as large as Department of Fish and Game would lead us to believe. 
And if it is, I do not feel that this is a justification to open war on 
them. As much as I enjoyed that moose in the freezer and on my table,
I would gladly forfeit it to a wolf. I am not ih favor of aerial hunting 
of the wolf in order to right a wrong done by mankind. Mismanagement has 
caused the inbalance in the area. Now let's just get out of there and
let nature right the wrong.

The idea of wolves on the outskirts of town does not terrify me. It
reminds me of where I am, in the "Last Frontier"; .Where olse in the
world do I have a ohance of hearing and possibly.-seeing a wolf in the 
wild? It's things like thiB that brought me here and I love it. Leave 
the wolves alone. .

Sincerely,

M tb . J . V . Owen
Fairbanks Resident and Proud of it.



January 16, 1975

1 .*4 ' *
Dear Sir: f ,

I have never written a letter of protest before in m y  life, but after 

attending the meeting of the Tanana Valley Sportsman's Association last 

Tuesday night, January .1^, 1975* I feel moved to-'say something about 

the moose vs wolf controversy.
. I '*

1. B y  their own admission, the Department of Fish and Game h$s made 

gross errors in the counting and estimating of the number of moose in the 

20A hunting area. And yet they speak authoritatively of the estimated 

number of wolves in the area. Their- admission of error in the first 

instance does not inspire confidence in the second.-

2.1 do not buy their estimate of the number of mo'ose consumed in one year 
b y  the wolves in 20A, ie., 300-400 calves and 3OO-I4OO adult moose for 
a pack of 175 wolves.
3 . When asked repeatedly about their policy of both cow3 and calves 

being taken from the 20A area, the representatives from Fish and Game 

refused to answer. In m y  opinion, this was certainly mismanagement.

i4. The problem is too many hunters with too few restrictions and too 

long a hunting season not too many wolves.

M y  solution to the problem that exists is not to'-open war on the wolves. 

Close hunting in the area indefinitely. Let nature take it's course 

and set it's own level. It is not the wolf that .is- endangering the moose 

herd in 20A...it is the hunter. r* .

Thank you. *", " ’

Sincerely, *.* * t *•  •
1 .. 1 /,<

■ J l C&004-*— J
Mrs. Sheriy Owen *. . T •

201+ Eureka . •

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 •



Robert Hinman:
I have watched and listened to the recent furor about moose management in 

Unit 20-A. I wish to make two points to you.
1) Anyone who could see past the Tanana River frcir. Fairbanks could predic 

the current levels of moose in Unit 20-A. Mel Buckholtz said that the AD7&G 
could not predict the rapid increase in harvest. I say they could. The road 
that the military pushed across 20-A to the Blair Lakes Bombing Range gave new 
late— season access to 2 and 4 wheel drive trucks. This impacted the Gold King 
area with snow machines and skyrocketed the harvest. People like trapper Jim 
Smith told this to the Fish &  Game Biologists, but this could not be seer, from 
the College R o a d  Office. I made a written proposal to the Board to eliminate 
mechanized ground vehicles from 20-A which would have decreased the harvest to 
acceptable levels and avoided the present crisis. As you may remember, I was 
criticized in the newspaper with the statement that I did not want the weasels 
competing with my horses. This remark was from one of those who do things only
for personal reasons and cannot look forward in game management but only
rearward. I repeat, the present moose situation was predictable and your 
office was repeatedly warned.

2) The second point. You may decide whether or not to institute further 
'"■’wolf controls in Unit 20-A. As a dues-paying sportsman, I say do it the most

reasonable way possible. Do not put Fish & Game in the expensive business of 
wolf control when there are sportsmen (who pay your salary) who want to do it 
for nothing, under permit, and for recreation. I think that just because some 
Fish &  Game personnel want to kill some wolves is not reason to force the 
sportsmen to pay their way to take away the sportsmen's recreation. Be 
reasonable. Look at the Yellowstone Elk Herd.

This is intended to be constructive. That is why I write to you instead
of to the newspaper. In closing, you will have to get your finger on the
pulse of what is happening. Too many of your biologists do not feel the 
pulse due to their own personal calouses. You will have to begin restricting 
mechanized ground access to hunting areas or more of Alaska's game will go the 
way of the Unit 20-A moose and caribou.

Joe Nava

L 16 January, 1975

cc Robert Rausch



P.O. Eox 2653 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 

January 15, 1975

Hr. Ivan Thorall 

912 Earnotto St,

Fairbanks, A laska 99701

Doar Kr, Thorall:

T he recent decision to ope* Subunit 20A to aerial w o l f  hunting 

is an attempt by the Department of Fish a n d  Came to cppeaso the 

hunters by punishing the w o l v e s  for the departments mismanagement 

of the moose population in the Interior. The days of hunting a 
moose as n supplement to o n e 1a incorau v e n t  out in Alaska along 

w i t h  the a t o m  wheeler. The average hunter is not a m a n  living off 

the land. Hr. Average H u n t e r  cr>ms w i t h e r  a $10,000 aircraft, o 

$3,0C0 ATV, a $3,CC0 riverboat or n $2,500 enow machine along w i t h  a 
$6,000 pickup truck (which ia probably 4  viheel drive). Hio inco a 

is in eirccos o f  $0.00 per hour, he lives in a  m odern home a nd takes 

vocation timo to hunt. The y e a r  is 1975, not 1938. I t 13 time to 

manage tho game for all the people o f  A laska and not just the m eat 

huntor.

I find aerial h u n t i n g  of w o l v e s  abhorrent. I a m  aware that aerial 

hunting will not w i p e  out the w o l f  population forever in the Subunit 

but it ia a brutal unsportsmanlike method of "corrodting" the 

department*c bungling. If any predator must b e  removed from Subunit 

2CA I suggest that m a n  be removed permanently and the w olves be 

left clone. I w r i t e  as a 30 y e a r  old life long A l a skan w h o  would 

rather oce hunting eliminated cc.npletely than cce the Interior treated 

as a meat locker for its hu m a n  residents. Don't make the w ol d  pay 

for man's mistakes.

Sincerely,

A n n  Renfroe

cc: Alaska Department of F is h  and Gama, Juneau 

v‘Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Fairbanks 

Governor J a y  Hammond 

Representative Mike Bradner 

Senator J o h n  Butrovich



George E. Gordon 
P.O. Box 80323 
College, Alaska 99701 
January 8, 1975

State of Alaska 
Dept, of Fish & Game 
1300 College Rd.
Fairbanks, Alaska

Dear Sirs:

The recent articles in the Daily News Miner concerning depletion of moose 
in the Tanana flats appears to be a blatant attempt on the part of your dep­
artment to cover up an example of complete mismanagement of this renew­
able resource by inept personnel.

Wolves certainly aren't responsible for this fiasco, the causes are obviously 
setting seasons that are to long and bag limits that allow taking of any moose 
that moves, ie cows and calves as well as bulls. No wonder there aren't 
enough sick moose for the wolves.

In your attempts to now rectify the gross mistakes of the past it would make 
the difficult decisions on complete closure and destruction of guiding in the 
area and aerial wolf hunting more palatable to sportsmen if your department 
would admit to making these mistakes rather than trying to cover them up 
with a public relations campaign such as you've started in our local paper.

George E. Gordon

cc: Editor -  Daily News Miner,
Dept, of Fish & Gome, Juneau, Alaska



T H E  W O L V E S  OF C O R O N A T I O N  ISLAND

b y

H a r r y  R. M e r r i a m  1 
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e

I n t r o d u c t i o n

O n  O c t o b e r  27, I960, f o u r  t i m b e r  w o l v e s  { C a n i s  l u p us l i g o n i ) , a l l  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 9  m o n t h s  ol d ,  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  o n  C o r o n a t i o n  I s l a n d  i n  S o u t h ­

e a s t  A l a s k a .  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  t r a n s p l a n t  d e e r  w e r e  p r e s e n t  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  

b u t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  k n o w l e d g e  o f  p r i o r  o c c u p a n c y  b y  w o l v e s .  T h e  w o l v e s  w e r e  

t a k e n  f r o m  a d e n  o n  K u i u  I s l a n d  w h e n  a b o u t  o n e  m o n t h  o l d  a n d  w e r e  h e l d  i n  

c a p t i v i t y  u n t i l  t h e i r  s u b s e q u e n t  r e l e a s e .

W o l v e s  a r e  i n d i g e n o u s  t o  m o s t  o f  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  

o f  A d m i r a l t y ,  B a r a n o f  a n d  C h i c h a g o f  I s l a n d s .  T h e  S t i k a  b l a c k - t a i l e d  d e e r  

( O d o c o i l e u s  h e m i o n u s  s i t k e n s i s ) is p r e s e n t  i n  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  a b u n d a n c e  

t h r o u g h o u t  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  a n d  n o r m a 1 l y  is t h e  m a j o r  f o o d  i t e m  f o r  w o l v e s .  

I n  a r e a s  w h e r e  d e e r  a n d  w o l v e s  c o - e x i s t  w o l v e s  m u s t  i n f l u e n c e  d e e r  p o p u l a ­

t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  h a s  n o t  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d .  

D e e r  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  n o r t h e r n  r e g i o n  f l u c t u a t e  g r e a t l y  d e p e n d i n g  o n  

t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e  w i n t e r .  M a n y  p e o p l e  f e e l  w o l v e s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n t r o l l e d

t o  p r o v i d e  m o r e  d e e r  f o r  t h e  h u n t e r  a n d  a b o u n t y  s y s t e m  i n i t i a t e d  b y  t h e
\

T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 9 1 5  is s t i l l  i n  e f f e c t .

T h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  w o l v e s  o n  

a d e e r  p o p u l a t i o n ,  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  c o n t r o l  w o l f  n u m b e r s  a n d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  

h a b i t a t  i n d u c e d  b y  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a p r e d a t o r  s p e c i e s .

P r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  1 5 t h  A l a s k a n  S c i e n c e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a ,  

S e p t e m b e r  2, 1 9 6 4 .



T r a n s p l a n t  S i t e

C o r o n a t i o n  I s l a n d  is s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  o u t e r  e d g e  o f  t h e  A l e x a n d e r  A r c h i p e­

l a g o  in S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 0  m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  t o w n  o f  

P e t e r s b u r g  (55° 53' N o r t h  l a t i t u d e ,  134° 15' V/est l o n g i t u d e ) .  I t  i s  a b o u t  

t e n  m i l e s  l o n g  b y  t h r e e  a n d  o n e - h a l f  m i l e s  w i d e  c o n t a i n i n g  a n  a r e a  o f  3 0  

s q u a r e  m i l e s .  T h e  s h o r e  l i n e  i s  i r r e g u l a r ,  i n d e n t e d  b y  s e v e r a l  b a y s  a n d  

e x p o s e d  o n  t h e  w e s t  a n d  s o u t h  t o  t h e  s w e e p  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  O c e a n .  T h e  g r o u n d  

f o r m a t i o n  is p r e d o m i n a n t l y  l i m e s t o n e  a n d  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  

is 1 , 9 6 0  f e e t .  A b o u t  8 0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  is f o r e s t e d ,  11 p e r  c e n t  

m u s k e g ,  6 p e r c e n t  s u b a l p i n e  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n d e r ,  r o ck, a l d e r  s l i d e  a n d  w a t e r .  

F o r e s t  c o v e r  is p r i m a r i l y  S i t k a  s p r u c e  ( P i c e a  s i t c h e n s i s ) a n d  w e s t e r n  h e m ­

l o c k  (T s u g a  h e t e r o p h v l l a ) w i t h  s m a l l e r  a m o u n t s  o f  y e l l o w  c e d a r  (C h a m a e c y p a r i s  

n o o t k a t e n s i s )  p r e s e n t .  T h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  m a r i n e  c l i m a t e  r e s u l t s  i n  

m i l d e r  w i n t e r s  w i t h  l e s s  s n o w  a c c u m u l a t i o n  t h a n  i n  m o s t  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  

S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a .

P r e - w o l f  C o n d i t i o n s

I n  1 9 5 9  w h e n  t h e  a u t h o r  f i r s t  v i s i t e d  t h e  i s l a n d ,  d e e r  d e n s i t i e s  w e r e  

n o t  h i g h  c o m p a r e d  t o  m a n y  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ;  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  

o f  m i l d  w i n t e r s  t h e  d e e r  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  p r o b a b l y  r e m a i n e d  s t a b l e  f o r  m a n y  

y e a r s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  l o w  d e e r  d e n s i t y  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  f o o d  s p e c i e s  w a s  so 

g r e a t  t h a t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r e s t  u n d e r s t o r y  w a s  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  r e m o v e d .  T h e  

m o r e  p a l a t a b l e  f o o d  s p e c i e s  s u c h  as r e d  h u c k l e b e r r y  (V a c c i n i u m  p a r v i f o l i u m ) , 

b l u e b e r r y  (V. o v a l i f o l i u m ) , b l a c k  c u r r e n t  (Rib e s  b r a c t e o s u m ) , e l d e r b e r r y  

( S a m b u c u s  r a c c m o s a ) , s k u n k  c a b b a g e  (L y s i c h i t u m  a m e r i c a n u m ) , g r o u n d  d o g w o o d  

(C o r n u s  c a n a d e n s i s ) a n d  d e e r  h e a r t  (F a u r i a  c r i s t i - g a l l i ) w e r e  p r e s e n t  o n l y



i n  l o c a t i o n s  i n a c c e s s i b l e  t o  d e e r .  E v e n  u n p a l a t a b l e  s p e c i e s  a s  r u s t y  

m e n z i e s i a  ( M c n z i e s i a  f e r r u g i n e a ) , s w o r d  f e r n  (P o l y s t l c u m  m u n i t u m ) , d e v i l s  

c l u b  ( O p l o p a n a x  h o r r i d u s ) a n d  h e m l o c k  a n d  s p r u c e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  w e  r e  m i s s i n g  

f r o m  t h e  f o r e s t  f l o o r .

K l e i n  (19S3) d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  d e e r  o n  C o r o n a t i o n  I s l a n d  ( e s p e c i a l l y  

m a l e s )  w e r e  a b o u t  20 p e r  c e n t  s m a l l e r  t h a n  d e e r  o f  e q u i v a l e n t  a g e  o n  b e t t e r  

r a n g e s  o f  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a .  H e  a l s o  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e  n i t r o g e n  c o n t e n t  o f  

r u m e n  s a m p l e s  f r o m  C o r o n a t i o n  I s l a n d  d e e r  w a s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l e s s  ( 4 . 4 7  c o m ­

p a r e d  t o  6 . 4 2  f o r  g r o s s  s a m p l e )  t h a n  f r o m  W o r o n k o f s k i  I s l a n d ,  o n e  o f  t h e  

b e t t e r  d e e r  r a n g e s  w h i c h  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  a w o l f  p o p u l a t i o n .

R e m a i n s  o f  d e e r  c a r c a s s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  b e a c h  f r i n g e  e v i d e n c e d  s o m e  

a n n u a l  m o r t a l i t y  a n d  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  b o n e  m a r r o w  i n d i c a t e d  it w a s  prob a b ? * *  

f r o m  m a l n u t r i t i o n .

P o s t - w o l f  C o n d i t i o n s

I n  O c t o b e r ,  1960, t w o  m a l e  o f  t w o  f e m a l e  w o l v e s  w e r e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  

i s l a n d .  A t  l e a s t  o n e  p u p  w a s  b o r n  in t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 6 1 .  I n  J u l y ,  1 9 6 1 ,  

b o t h  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f e m a l e s  w e r e  k i l l e d  b y  a f i s h e r m a n ;  o n l y  o n e  w a s  

l a c t a t i n g .  In J u n e ,  1962, p o s i t i v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  o n l y  t w o  w o l v e s  w a s  f o u n d .  

I n  A p r i l ,  1963, a n  a d d i t i o n a l  a d u l t  f e m a l e  w a s  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  i s l a n d .  In 

A u g u s t ,  1963, a f a m i l y  g r o u p  o f  t h r e e  p u p s  a n d  t w o  a d u l t s  w a s  s e e n .  T r a c k s  

i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t w o  a d d i t i o n a l  a d u l t  w o l v e s .  I n  J u l y ,  1964, a 

f a m i l y  g r o u p  o f  f o u r  a d u l t s  a n d  t w o  p u p s ,  t w o  g r o u p s  o f  t h r e e  a d u l t s  e a c h  

a n d  a sir'f.le a d u l t  w e r e  s e e n .  S o n e  o f  t h e s e  s i g h t i n g s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  

d u p l i c a t i o n s ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  a d u l t s  a n d  t w o  p u p s  o n  t h e



i s l a n d  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  I n  J u l y ,  1964, f r e s h  w o l f  t r a c k s  w e r e  e n c o u n­

t e r e d  o n  a l l  b e a c h e s .  A  w e l l - d e f i n e d  w o l f  t r a i l  w a s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  b e a c h  

f r i n g e  a l o n g  t h e  e n t i r e  n o r t h e r n  s h o r e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  a n d  t r a i l s  w e r e  a l s o  

p r e s e n t  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  p r o p e r .

W o l f  s c a t s  h a v e  b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  a n d  a n a l y z e d  e a c h  y e a r  s i n c e  t h e  t r a n s ­

p l a n t .  T a b l e  1 l i s t s  t h e  f o o d  i t e m s  i d e n t i f i e d .

T a b l e  1. F o o d  i t e m s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  w o l f  s c a t s  f r o m  C o r o n a t i o n  I s l a n d .

F r e q u e n c y  o f  F o o d  I t e m s  (% i n  t o t a l  s c a t s

c o l l e c t e d )

Y e a r  No. S c a t s  D e e r  H a r b o r  S e a l  O t h e r

1 9 6 1  1 4 6  78 4 3  2

1 9 6 2  18 8 9  ( c h e c k e d  o n l y  f o r  d e e r )

1 9 6 3  4 5  8 9  53 27

1 9 6 4  77 95 3 2  1 4

T h e  p r i m a r y  f o o d  i t e m  o f  t h e  w o l v e s  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  d e e r .  T h e  i n c i d e n c e  

o f  d e e r  r e m a i n s  i n  s c a t s  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  7 8  p e r  c e n t  i n  1 9 6 1  t o  9 5  p e r  

c e n t  i n  1 9 6 4 .  H a r b o r  s e a l  ( P h o c a  v i t u l i n a ) i s  t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  

f o o d  i t e m .  It is n o t  k n o w n  w h e t h e r  t h e s e  a n i m a l s  a r e  a c t u a l l y  k i l l e d  o r  

a r e  d e a d  a n i m a l s  w h i c h  w a s h  u p  o n  t h e  b e a c h e s .  S e a l s  a r e  c o m m o n  i n  t h e

i
a r e a  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  h a u l e d  o u t  o n  g r a v e l  b e a c h e s  a t  l e a s t  100 f e e t  

f r o m  t h e  w a t e r s  e d g e .  U n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w o l v e s  c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  k i l l  

t h e m .  M o s t  s c a t s  c o n t a i n e d  s o m e  w o l f  h a i r  a n d  o t h e r  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  f o o d  

i t e m s  i n c l u d i n g  m i n k ,  l a n d  o t t e r ,  m i c e ,  b i r d s  a n d  c r a b s .  A  l a r g e  n u m b e r  

o f  f r e s h l y  b r o k e n  c o c k l e  c l a m  s h e l l s  (C l i n o c a r d i u m  s p p . ) w e r e  n o t e d  i n  t h e  

t i m b e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  b e a c h .  T o o t h  m a r k s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  

w o l v e s  h a d  b r o k e n  a n d  p r o b a b l y  e a t e n  t h e  c l a m s .  T h e s e  c l a m s  a r e  u s u a l l y



o n l y  a f e w  i n c h e s  b e l o w  t h e  s u r f a c e  i n  s a n d y  i n t e r t i d a l  a r e a s  a n d  c o u l d  

e a s i l y  b e  d u g  b y  w o l v e s .

S i n c e  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  w o l v e s  d e e r  n u m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  r e d u c e d .  I n  

1 9 5 9  d e e r  w e r e  n o t  as a b u n d a n t  o n  C o r o n a t i o n  I s l a n d  as i n  m o s t  o t h e r  a r e a s  

o f  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ,  h o w e v e r ,  e v i d e n c e  o f  d e e r  w a s  c o m m o n .  T a b l e  2 l i s t s  

d e e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  p e r  d a y  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  w o l f  i n t r o d u c t i o n .

T a b l e  2. D e e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s o n  C o r o n a t i o n  I s l a n d . *

Y e a r N o .  W a n - D a y s No. D e e r D e e r  p e r  D a y

1 9 5 9 6 4 9 8 . 2
1 9 6 0 W o l f  I n t r o d u c t i o n

1 9 6 1 9 3 2 3 . 6

1 9 6 2 3 6 2.0
1 9 6 3 8 1 0 . 1
1 9 6 4 7 1 0 . 1

I n  1 9 5 9  w e l l - d e f i n e d  d e e r  t r a i l s  w e r e  p r e s e n t .  B y  1 9 6 4  t h e s e  t r a i l s  

h a d  g r o w n  o v e r  w i t h  v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  w e r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o c a t e .  H o w e v e r ,  s o m e  

e v i d e n c e  o f  d e e r  w a s  p r e s e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  i s l a n d  a n d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  f r e s h  

d e e r  t r a c k  w a s  s e e n  o n  e a c h  b e a c h  s e a r c h e d .

W h e n  t h e  i s l a n d  v/as f i r s t  v i s i t e d  i n  1 9 5 9  c a r c a s s e s  o f  d e e r  w e r e  c o m m o n
i

w i t h i n  t h e  b e a c h  f r i n g e .  E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o n e  m a r r o w  s h o w e d  t h a t  d e a t h  

w a s  u s u a l l y  f r o m  m a l n u t r i t i o n .  I n  1 9 6 4  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  1 1  d e e r  w e r e  f o u n d .  

O n l y  f r a g m e n t s  o f  b o n e  a n d  h a i r  w e r e  u s u a l l y  p r e s e n t ,  b u t  i n  a l l  i n s t a n c e s  

e x c e p t  o n e  t h e  m a r r o w  w a s  w h i t e  a n d  s o l i d .

T h e  m o s t  d r a m a t i c  c h a n g e  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  i s  t h e  v e g e t a t i v e  c o v e r .  P r e ­

v i o u s l y  n e a r l y  e v e r y  a v a i l a b l e  p l a n t  w a s  u t i l i z e d  b y  d e e r .  T h e  f o r e s t  

w a s  o p e n  a n d  p a r k - l i k e  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  d e n s e  u n d e r s t o r y  u s u a l l y  f o u n d  i n



S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a n  f o r e s t s .  S p e c i e s  w h i c h  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  u n p a l a t a b l e  s h o w e d  

h e a v y  u s e .  T h i s  is t h e  o n l y  s i t e  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  w h e r e  t h e  w r i t e r  

h a s  s e e n  S i t k a  s p r u c e  h e d g e d  b y  d e e r .  I n a c c e s s i b l e  s i t e s ,  s u c h  a s  r o o t s  

o f  o v e r t u r n e d  t r e e s ,  s u p p o r t e d  l u s h  g r o w t h  o f  s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  v e g e t a t "  n 

w h i c h  w e r e  a b s e n t  f r o m  t h e  f o r e s t  f l o o r .  S o m e  p l a n t s  o f  V a c c i n i u m  o v a l i - 

f o l i u m , V. p a r v i f o l i u m  a n d  M e n z i e s i a  f e r r u g i n e a , w h i c h  h a d  a t  s o m e  t i m e  i n  

t h e  p a s t  b e c o m e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  g r o w n  t o o  t a l l  f o r  d e e r  t o  r e a c h ,  h a d  

d e n s e  c l u m p  o f  d e a d ,  b r o w s e d  s t u b s  a b o u t  t h e i r  b a s e s .

I n  j u n e  o f  1 9 6 2  t h e r e  w e r e  a l r e a d y  s i g n s  o f  a d e c r e a s e  i n  u t i l i z a t i o n .  

U n p a l a t a b l e  s p e c i e s  s u c h  as M e n z i e s i a  f e r r u g i n e a , O p l o p a n a x  h o r r i d u s  a n d  

t h e  f e r n  P o l y s t i c u m  m u n i t u m  w e r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  a p p e a r .  M o r e  d e s i r a b l e  

s p e c i e s  as C o r n u s  c a n a d e n s i s  a n d  d e e r  f e r n  (B l e c h n u m  s p i c a n t ) w e r e  a l s o  

b e c o m i n g  a p p a r e n t .  C a r e f u l  o b s e r v a t i o n  r e v e a l e d  m a n y  s m a l l  s h o o t s  o f  

V a c c i n i u m  o v a l i f o l i u m  a n d  V. p a r v i f o l i u m  s p r i n g i n g  f r o m  h i d d e n  r o o t  s y s t e m s .  

B y  J u l y ,  1 9 64, c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  b e  m i s t a k e n .  T h e  f o r e s t  

f l o o r  s u p p o r t e d  d e n s e  m a t s  o f  C o r n u s  c a n a d e n s i s  a n d  l a r g e  c l u m p s  o f  P o l y­

s t i c u m  m u n i t u m . I n  m a n y  p l a c e s  t h e  g r o u n d  w a s  g r e e n  w i t h  s m a l l  p l a n t s  o f  

M e n z i e s i a  f u r r u g i n e a . F a u r i a  c r i s t a - g a l l i  a n d  L y s i c h i t u m  a m e r i c a n u m  w e r e  

p r e s e n t  o n  t h e  w e t t e r  s i t e s  a n d  t h e  o l d  M e n z i e s i a  f e r r u g i n e a  a n d  V a c c i n i u m  

s p p . p l a n t s  had l u s h  g r e e n  s h o o t s  a b o u t  t h e i r  b a s e s  w h i c h  w e r e  l e s s  t h a n  

f o u r  y e a r s  o l d .

C o n c l u s i o n s

V7olves h a v e  n o w  b e e n  p r e s e n t  o n  C o r o n a t i o n  I s l a n d  f o r  a l m o s t  f o u r  y e a r s .  

T h e y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a d a p t e d  t o  w i l d  c o n d i t i o n s  and p r o d u c e d  p u p s  a t  t w o  y e a r s  

o f  a g e .  A t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m a l e s  w a s  s t i l l  a l i v e  w h e n  f o u r  y e a r s



old (observed tagged animal). Wolf litters usually average seven or eight 

pups. Assuming a 1:1 sex ratio at birth and taking into account the death 

of the two original females during their second year, the maximum popula­

tion at the present date could be 6 adult males, 5 adult females, 40 year- 

old animals and 40 pups; a total of 91 wolves. The actual population does 

not approach this number. Observations indicate there are between 7 and 11 

adult and yearling wolves and 2 pups on the 30 square mile island at the 

present time. This is probably the highest wild wolf population per unit 

area in existence today. The presence of large amounts of wolf hair in 

some scats indicates that intra-specific strife may account for the slov; 

increase in wolf numbers. Although their reproductive potential is great, 

wolves may rarely attain it. We have knowledge of three separate litters 

born on Coronation Island since I960; however, the maximum number of pups 

known in any one litter is three.

Compared to most other areas of Southeast Alaska the present deer 

population on Coronation Island is low, but in spite of extremely heavy 

predation, wolves have not elimated the deer and in fact are presently 

utilizing them more than earlier. Deer numbers have been reduced; however,

, • • Iexamination of bone marrow indicates that the remaining doer are in better
\ . •

condition than before wolves were present.

Changes in vegetative cover since the wolf introduction show t u t  ranges

in Southeast Alaska subject to heavy deer use recover rapidly when the

pressure is released. Plants which appear to have been eliminated quickly

re-established. ,
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Re: The annihilation of the wolf population in Alaskan wilderness

In recent news coverage I witnessed the practice of the shooting of wolves from 
hovering helicopters* The object of this practice was to protect herds of wild 
elk>on whom the wolves reportedly feed jin the interest of hunters who complain 
that wolves seriously depleted thair supply. I understood that this practice 
was to be temporarily suspended in order for the legislature to study the situ­
ation.

Because of this moratorium, I thought that this might be the best time to ask 
you to address yourselves to the work of Farley Mowat whose study of wolves in 
Canada has been printed in a work made popular under the title Never Cry Wolf 
(Dell Publishing Co., Inc., 1963). Mr. Kowat Btudied the Canadian wolf at close 
range for a year as a government appointed biologist. His work is noteworthy in 
thai^t it discloses facts which deny many long-accepted myths regarding the wolf. 
Among these are the following, which I will only briefly list in hopes that 
brevity will cause you to read what I write, and perhaps arouse your considera­
tion to his writing, in the interest of a just decision on your behalf for the 
wolf population under your care and control:

1) The wolf does not consist on a basic diet of large "deef-11 (in Canada 
the caribou), but rather, suprisingly, of small rodents, even fish,

2) The wolf is not a fast runner and can only overcome the weakest or 
sickest animal, thus, •‘helping" Nature weed out the poorest animals 
with the result of strengthening the herd,

3) After careful study, Mowat discovered that often the depletionfof 
these herds was caused not by the wolf, but rather by the hunters 
themselves, or by the native people who need much meat for the feeding 
of dog teams, but, for obvious reasons, were not anxious to report, tho 
actual numbers of their kill because of bounty laws.

These I think are only a few of the most important fact, which you need to con­
sider when making a decision which may very well cause the extinction of an 
animal misjudged and persecuted by man for centuries. Unfortunntely, in this 
century man has the capabilities to destroy the last of any animal ae so chooses. 
For this reason, he must, be especially regardful to tho facts, and aot to special 
interest groups; otherwise he may find himself responsible for a new member in 
tho post offices* long series of "extinct animal*1 stamps. I, therefore, implore 
you to direct yourself to the work of Farley Kowat, Never Cry Wolf. Fortunately, 
it is an engaging and easily readable work. Also, it is brief. This is in the 
interest of those whoso time X am certain is cramped. In their same interest I 
will myself be brief. Thank you for your attention. In hopes my voice will be 
heard and regarded, I remain

cc: Alaskan State legislature 
Governor Raul H. Castro 
Senators Ted Stevens and Mike Gravel 

' Congressman Don Young 
The Sierra Club

Joy Shea
6^7 North Santa Crus Avenue 
Los Gatos( California 95030
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P R E D A T O R  C O N T R O L  IN A L A S K A

F e b r u a r y  6, 19/5

Oui' g r o u p  w i s h e s  to g o  on r e c o r d  as s t r o n g l y  e n d o r s i n g  
p r e d a t o r  c o n t r o l  in G a m e  M a n a g e m e n t  Un i t  20A. F u r t h e r ,  we 
w i s h  to c a l l  to y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  that g a m e  h e r d s  a r c  b e i n g  s e r ­
i o u s l y  r e d u c e d  im m a n y  a r e a s  o f  A l a s k a  at thi s  time, in s o m e  
c a s e s  d u e  to h u n t i n g ,  b u t  m a i n l y  w o l f  p r e d a t i o n  as s h o w n  by 
the p o o r  m o o s e  a n d  c a r i b o u  c a l f  s u r v i v a l .  W e  b e l i e v e  an 
e x p a n d e d  c o n t r o l  e f f o r t  on w o l v e s  b e y o n d  20A is w a r r a n t e d  as 
s o o n  as p o s s i b l e .  In p a r t i c u l a r ,  t he N e l c h i n a ,  E a g l e - C i r e  1e , 
T a n a n a ,  G a l e n a  a n d  B e t t i e s  a r e a s .

O u r  g r o u p  is well a w a r e  of t h e  s q u a b b l e  w i t h  the a n t i ­
hunt ing g r o u p s  th a t  is s u r e  to e n s u e  a n d  that this initial 
e f f o r t  in 2 0 A  m u s t  be p e r f o r m e d  as c l e a n l y  a n d  s m o o t h l y  as 
p o s s i b l e .  We a l s o  b e l i e v e  tha t  the G a m e  D e p a r t m e n t  is u n d e r ­
e s t i m a t i n g  the m a g n i t u d e  o f  the u n d e r t a k i n "  in U n i t  20A.
We fi r s t  b e l i e v e  that t h e y  a r e  u n d e r e s t i m a t i n g  th< n u m b e r  o f  
w o l v e s  in 2 (J A (see a t t a c h e d  a r t i c l e  ny a b iolog i s t - g u  ide 
r e s i d i n g  full t i m e  on W o o d  R i v e r  in the m i d d l e  of 20A). A n d ,  
s e c o n d l y ,  w e  b e l i e v e  they a r e  o v e r e s t i m a t i n g  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
o f  S u p e r  C u b s  in t a k i n g  w o l v e s  in 20A. It is o u r  b e l i e f
that s o m e t h i n g  o v e r  70 p e r c e n t  of 3 5 0  w o l v e s  must lie t a k e n
to e f f e c t  a n y  c o n t r o l .  W e  b e l i e v e  that S u p e r  C u b s ,  g i v e n  
e n o u g h  time, m i g h t  e f f e c t  a 40 percent' take. But: b e y o n d  
that w e  t h i n k  the D e p a r t m e n t ,  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  G o v e r n o r  a n d  G a m e  
B o a r d  s h o u l d  he p r e p a r e d  to u s e  a h e l i c o p t e r  for the r e m a i n d e r  
of the job. In fact, it c o u l d  be d o n e  m u c h  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  
right from the s t a r t  u s i n g  a h e l i c o p t e r .  We s u g g e s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  
t h a t  u p  to 40 p e r c e n t  o f  t he w o l v e s  c o u l d  be r e m o v e d  at no 
c o s t  to the s t a t e  if s h o o t i n g  p e r m i t s  a r c  i s s u e d  to i n d i v i d­
ua l s  o f  p r o v e n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  i m m e d i a t e l y ;  then 
he p r e p a r e d  to u s e  a h e l i c o p t e r  d u r i n g  M a r c h  to c o m p l e t e  t he 
j o h .

H o w e v e r  it is d o n e ,  w e  w a n t  to r e i t e r a t e  that o u r  g r o u p
e n d o r s e s  t h i s  l o n g  o v e r d u e  e f f o r t  to m a n a g e  a few a c r e s  ol
A l a s k a  for the b e n e f i t  o f  the h u n t i n g  p u b l i c  r a t h e r  t h a n  as 

a n a t i o n a l  pa r k .

" C o n c e r n e d  S p o r t s m e n "



February 7, 1975

K a y  P o l a n d ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
M ad am e C h a i r m a n :

I  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  a  f o l d e r  f o r  e a c h  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e .
I n  1 t  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  c o p i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  f r o m  c o n s t i t u e n t s  i n  t h e  
F a i r b a n k s  a r e a  o n  t h e  w o l f  s u b j e c t .  I  am a l s o  i n c l u d i n g  a  c o p y  o f  
t h e  F e b r u a r y  i s s u e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  M a g a z i n e  a s  a  p a r t  o f  my p r e s e n t a t i o n ;  
I  d i r e c t  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  p a g e  1 $  o f  t h a t  I s s u e — t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  
a r t i c l e  " I  L i v e  w i t h  W o l v e s "  b y  D o l o r e s  C l i n e  B r o w n .  I n  t h e  a r t i c l e  
a  Y i k o n  T e r r i t o r y  r e s i d e n t  r e c a l l s  a  s e r i e s  o f  b a t t l e s  won  a n d  l o s t  
1 n  a c o n t i n u i n g  war w i t h  w o l v e s  n e a r  M a y o .  I  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  y o u  w i t h  
t h i s  c o p y  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  M a g a z i n e  b e c a u s e  t h e  c a s e  s o  n e a r l y  p a r a l l e l ?  
t h a t  i n  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  a t  t h i s  t i m e .

I  c a n  a l s o  t e l l  y o u  s o m e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e s  1 n  w o l v e s  i n  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  G o o d p a s t e r  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  T h i s  i s  a 
l a r g e  a r e a  n o r t h  o f  B i g  D e l t a  w h e r e  I  h a v e  a  s t r i n g  o f  t a a p p i n g  
c a b i n s ,  a n d  t r y  t o  s p e n d  a  g o o d  a m o u n t  o f  my s u m m er  t i m e ,  u s u a l l y  
a m o u n t i n g  t o  it l e a s t  45  d a y s  o u t  o f  t h e  s u m m er  a n d  f a l l — c e r t a i n l y  
a l m o s t  e v e r y  w e e k e n d  o f  m o s t  s u m m e r s .  I  h a v e  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  s p e n t  
a n y  w i n t e r  t i m e  o n  t h e  r i v e r  s i n c e  1 9 7 0 ;  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  t i m e  I  t r a p p e d  
a n d  s p e n t  a  p o r t i o n  o f  m o s t  w i n t e r s  o n  t h e  G o o d p a s t e r .  I  h a v e  m y s e l f  
o b s e r v e d  m a n y  w o l f  k i l l s  o r  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e m  i n  t h i s  a r e a .
I n  1 9 7 2  j u s t  f r o m  t h e  w e e k e n d s  t h a t  we s p e n t  o n  t h e  r i v e r ,  I  c o u l d  h a v e  
d i r e c t e d  y o u  t o  e i g h t  s e p a r a t e  w o l f  k i l l s .  I n  1 9 7 2  o n  A u g u s t  2 8  
w h i l e  t r a v e l i n g  u p  r i v e r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  d a r k ,  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
p a s s e n g e r s  i n  my  b o a t  we f o u n d  o u r s e l v e s  1 n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a  w o l f  
p a c k  o f  1 3  w o l v e s  o n  t h e  b a n k  o f  t h e  r i v e r  a b o u t  t h r e e  m i l e s  a b o v e  
i t s  m o u t h .  We w e r e  w i t h i n  1 5 0  f e e t  o f  t h e s e  w o l v e s  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
t h r e e  m i n u t e s .  I t  was a l a r g e  w e l l - d e d  p a c k .  I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 7 4  
I  a g a i n  h u n t e d  t h e  s a m e  a r e a  o n l y  o n  t h e  w e e k e n d s  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  My 
b o o t h e r - l n - l a w  a c c o m p a n i e d  m o  o n  t h e s e  h u n t s  a n d  a t  o n e  t i m e  1 n  a  
l a r g e  m e a d o w  a r e a  c o v e r i n g  a  c o p p l e  e e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  two  m i l e s  o f  
w h e r e  t h e  w o l v e s  w e r e  c i t e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  h e  h h d  t h e  o c c a s i o n  
t o  b e  u p  i n  a  l o o k - o u t  t r e e  a t  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  n i n e  w o l v e s  w e n t  t h r o u g h  
t h e  f l a t s .  T h i s  c o m p a r e s  t o  w o l f  d t r t n g s  b y  m y s e l f  o r  m e m b e r s  o f  my 
f a m i l y  i n  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  t o  a y b e  s e e i n g  o n e  o r  two w o l v e s  i n  a y e a r .
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I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  i n  w o l v e s  i n  t h e  G o o d p a s t e r  
D r a i n a g e  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p i o n e e r s  who m a d e  t h e i r  h o m e s  
o n  t h e  r i v e r  f o r  m- :ny  y e a r s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  t h e r e ,  L a w r e n c e  J o h n s o n  h a v i n g  
d i e d  i n  1 9 5 8 ,  a n d  S l i m  C a r r o l l  h a v i n g  p a s s e d  o n  i n  t h e  S p r i n g  o f  
1 9 5 7 .  S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  p e r m a n e n t  t r a p p e r s  l i v i n g  o n  t h e  
r i v e r  y e a r  a r o u n d  a n d  t r a p p i n g  f o r  a  l i v i n g .  T h e  h a r d  w i n t e r s  a n d  
t h e  o v e r  g e n e r o u s  com  m o o s e  s e a s o n s  h a v e  c e r t a i n l y  b e e n  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  
t h a t  h a v e  l e d  t o  t h e  s e r i o u s  d e c l i n e  o f  m o o s e  i n  t h e  G o o d p p a t e r  
D r a i n a g e .  H o w e v e r ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p r i m e  c a u s e  h a s  b e e n  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  
t o  b e  p r e d a t o r s .  T h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  U n i t  2 0 6 n a n d  I  r e q u e s t  i t s  i n c l u s i o n  I 
i n  a n y  w o l f  c o n t r o l  p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p e d  s u b s e q u e n t ! t o  t h i s  m e e t i n g .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

J H : p g

J o h n  H u b e r



T o :  K a y  P o l a n d ,  C h a i r m a n  R e :  Wo ' i f  C o n t r o l
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e
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F r o m :  J o h n  H u b e r  D a t e :  F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 9 7 5

M r s .  P a t t y  D y e r  c a l l e d  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g  h e l d  1n>  

F a i r b a n k s  l a s t  n i g h t  o n  w o l f  c o n t r o l .  T h e  a t t e n d a n c e  was  1 C 0 %  h u n t e r s ,  ,) 

t r a p p e r s  a n d  g u i d e s .  S h e  w a n t e d  t o  a d d  h e r  o p i n i o n  t h a t  1 f  t h e  w o l f  

p r e d a t o r s  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  c o n t r o l l e d ,  t h a t  h u m a n  p r e d a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  

c o n t r o l l e d  a l s o .

' . lv
J d h n  H u b e r
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JAYS. HAMMOND, GOVERNOR

A p r i l  2 3 ,  1 9 7 6

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  N e l s  A .  A n d e r s o n ,  J r .
C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
P o u c h  V
S t a t e  C a p i t o l
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  N e l s :

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  p r e s e n t l y  h a s  n o  w r i t t e n  
p o l i c i e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  R e f u g e s ,  S a n c t u a r i e s ,  o r  
C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t s .  We  m a n a g e  t h e s e  a r e a s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  a t  t i m e  o f  p a s s a g e ,  a n d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
l o c a l  p u b l i c  n e e d s  a n d  d e s i r e s .  R e c e n t l y  we  h a v e  e n c o u r a g e d  
t h a t  R e f u g e  b i l l s  c o n t a i n  a m o r e  t h o r o u g h  s t a t e m e n t  o f  p u r p o s e  
t h a n  p r e v i o u s l y .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  we  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  R e f u g e ,  S a n c t u a r y ,  a n d  C r i t i c a l  
H a b i t a t  S t a t u t e s  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m  e a r l y  r e - d r a f t i n g  t o  
c l a r i f y  t h e  g e n e r i c  p u r p o s e s  o f  e a c h  a n d  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  m o r e  
d e t a i l e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  b e  p r o m u l g a t e d .  We  i n t e n d  t o  p r o d u c e  a 
s u g g e s t e d  r e - d r a f t  f o r  t h e  1 0 t h  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,



LIST OF FILES (PAGE 1)__________________

COOK INLET LAND TRADE 

COOK INLET LAND EXCHANGE 

COOK INLET LAND SWAP

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OIL & TAXING POLICIES 

SB 405 / SB 406

1 9 7 5 - 1 9 7 6

S E NATE R E S O U R C E S  COMMI T T E E


