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FAIRBANKS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

Phone 907 A52·5AOO or A52·.5752 619 Eleventh A'tenue fa:rbanlu, Ala1ka 99701 

MS . o. Milton, Secretary 
Permanent Fund Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V, State Capitol 
Juneau , Alaska 99811 

Dear Ms. Milton: 

June 9 , 1977 

Thank you for the inte~est in FOCUS NORTH issued by 
the Fairbanks Industrial Devel opment Corporation. This 
publication is yet in an experimental stage, and only three 
issues have been printed at the end of 1976. However, on 
the basis of response to the flrst issues of FOCUS NORTH, 
plans are being drawn for a continued effort. 

We will be pleased to add the Permanent Fund Committee 
to the FIDC mailing list. There is no charge since our funding 
is entirely non-government . 

WRW/kb 

Sincerely yours, 

~ ;f.wcrml 
William R. Wood 
Executive Vice President 

Fairbank• . . . Interior Alosko's S ervlce, 0 perotlons & S upply Center 
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FIDC publication aims 
at real Fair hanks story 

Think of Alaska and whal do you picture? 
Snow, ice, cold, remote, inhos'lltable, backward, 

isolated. 
WRONG. 
This Is the firsl Issue or Focus North, an iconoclastic 

publication bound and determined to shatter all the mylhs 
you've ever drenmed up about lhe far north. 

At the llmt! of this writlr.g. we're: looking out on a cloud 
studded blue sky under a 70-degrec sun, Clowers are 
blooming, folks arc out and abou t nnd It's just about lime 
foe harvesllng all t:1ose backynrd gardens. 

HARVEST TIME- Fields at the University ot Alaska's 
Exper imental Farm lie cropped In tho sun. Agriculture ln 

We're also looking out on a thriving community with 
scaffolds and skeletons of new construction In every direc­
tion; looking out on brand new roads stretching to the 
north, south nncl west; looking out on a community that Is 
lircd of hearing horror stories about the trials and tribula­
tions IL faces in order to survive. 

We're here and we like it, and Focus No1lh Intends to 
tell you why. 

Dr. William Wood, director of Lhe Fairbanks Industrial 
Development Corp., thinks Fairbanks has a very solid and 

IS1t Plgt 4, Col. 11 

Alaska Is becoming more or a reality. F'or detaU1 see In· 
side. Photo by Jim Truell 



Co-op looks toward marketing 
The experimentation has gone on fo1 78 years and now 

It's time to do something with the facts learned. 
That sentiment expressed by Dr. James Drew, head of 

the University of Alaska Agricu:ltural Experiment Station, 
started the Alaska Farmers Cooperative, Inc. in Delta in 
June of this year. Since its CiJ~st meeting the coop has 
grown to 57 members and has begun tackling some of the 
major obstacles lo a viable agric:.lltural economy in 
Alaska. 

Fairbanks Realtor Frank Geiger, an offlccr in the 
cooperative, said the main thru;t of the organization Is to 
gel across the Idea that participation and cooperation are 
the only ways to achieve an economically feasible 
agricultural industry here. 

" Even big corporations are nl)l big enough," Gelger 
said. ''We need more people and more acreage." 

Bringing the analogy down to th·e farm, Geiger poin~ed 
out the Industry here Is In a ''which-comes-first-the· 
chlcken--0r-lhe-egg" dilemma: " We need processing and 
shlpplneto support a lot of acreage and production, but we 
need a lot of acreage In production before It can support 
the processing and shipping.'' 

The coop Is addressing the problem in several ways. The 
Dt!lta group Is just the nucleus of a iitatewlde organization, 
Gelger explained. and eventually hopes to hook up with 
farmers In the Malanuska Valley, Nenana, Kodiak and 
other places in the state. 

On a more lmmedi'lte level , the coop hopes l.o get 
started soon In cooperative marke'llng and retailing In this 
nren, procuring seed an•J ferllllzer on a volume basis for 
member farms, and mo\< 'ng Into •Cereal and grnln hnndl· 
Ing and marketing ror Alaskn's bRrley, oats and wheat. 

Down the ro&d Is a plan for !c•!d lot operations and beer 
processing plB'lts In coopernllon with beef farmers In 
Kodiak. The plan calls for cal ves from Kodiak lo be ship­
ped to the Delta area for "finishing," or the !lnal reeding 
stage before slaughter. thereby freeing .. 1e Kodiak farms 
to carry more breeding stock. 

Focus Nort11 Is publ/shcxl monUily lJy the F11/rlmnks /11-
dustrlal Development Corp., 619 B/ove11th A venue, Folr­
bnnks, AK99701. 

Dr. H'l/llnm n. Wood 
Executive V'~c : • .J.ddent 

Ed/led by Wore/smiths 
1221 Coppet 
F11/rbsnks, AK 99701 
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Other long range plans Include a joint venture with the 
University of Alaska Agricultural Sciences Department to. 
study waste heat utilization from pipeline pump stations 
(see related story) and a joint venture with Farmland In· 
Lernational Energy Division of Farmland Industry to 
come up with a proposal to purchase up to 100 per cent of 
the state's royalty gas for agricultural purposes. 

This latter plan would call for construction of a 
petrochemical f ertillzer plant in Alaska nearest to areas 
of greatest usage for the products. The plant first would be 
a topping plant. for the agricultural fuels propane and 
butane, and eventually would expand to producing fuels 
for consumer use. 

!he cooperative was to meet with Gov. Jay Hammond 
this month on a tour of the farmers in the Delta area, and 
already has hosted a U.S. Senate agricultural subcom· 
mittee on a tour of tha state. 

Gelger feels the time is r ight for agriculture to sink its 
roots Into Alaskan soil . 

"Everything seems to be happening all at once " he 
said, noting the pipeline waste heat studlc.~ .' the 
posslblllles for topping plants to make agricultural fuels 
and fertilizer, und the growing interest in securing enough 
land for agricultural uses In the slate. 

" Right now Alaskans Impor t from 96 to 97 per cent of 
their food stuffs." Geiger snld. " We can grow that and 
compete In the market." 

Biz Squibs 
Rod Bouchnrd, vice preslrtent of Energy Company of 

Alnska, has moved from Dallas, Tex. to North Pole with 
his wife Ona. Bouchard will be affiliated wlth the North 
Pole Refinery now under construction ... St10p space Is 
reported 90 per cent lensed In the new Bentley mall under 
construction on Collcige Rond ... Entrles In the 1976-JUn 
Yellow Pages arc expected lo top Inst year's jump or 21 
new pages ... A new business In Fairbanks Is U1e recently 
opened Cord's Custom Upholstery, :113g Davis Road. 
Owner James McCord snys the firm will reupholster 
anything that movcs ... New members or the Fairbanks ln­
dustrlnl Development Corporation are: Alaskn Airlines, 
Alaskn Archltecturnl & Engineering Co., Alasknn 
Resource Scl<'r!ces Corp., Atlantic i'tlchfleld Co., Bnrnes 
Com~nny Hei:ulors, Uenk Consultants, Car r lugton Co .. 
Carr s Quallly Canters, 0 -8 Co., Inc., Engle Creek 
Roadhouse, El Paso Alaskn, Fosler & Mnrshnll , Inc., 
GDM & Associates, Girl Friday, Heat, Inc., Ken .Jern­
strom Co .• Kenworlh Alaska, Inc., K.INP, Life Systems, 
Inc., McCauley's Reprograph lcs, McLce <:onstrucllon 
Co., N.C. Machinery Co., Nntlonnl Electrical Contractors 
Assoc., Northern Television. Polaris Investment Co .. Dr. 
Arnold V. Pflugrad, Inc., Plywood Supply, Inc., Quollly 
Ments, Rice, Hoppner & llcdlnnd, Sotllo Pipeline Co., Dr. 
Arthur J . Schalb1e, lnc., Totem Ocean 't'rnller Express 
Inc.,/ "TOTE," U111versnl Services, Inc .. Yerkes, Street& 
Assoclntes. 



University officials testify during 
U.S. Senate subcommittee visit here 

WashingLon, D.C. came to the University of Alaska, 
Fairbanks recenay for an update on the developing 
agriculture industry. 

The Senate Subcommittee on Agricultural Production, 
Marketing and Stabilization of Prices heard testimony 
urging federal support for cultivallng the industry hert?. 
Speakers included UA President Robert W. Hiatt and Dr. 
James Drew, head of the UA Agricultural Experiment 
Station. 

Hiatt told the visiting federal oCficials, "Alaskans today 
import 95 per cent of the food they consume. The 
significance of this virtually complete dependence on food 
shipped from elsewhere is evident to al Alaskans each 
time they pay the weekly grocery bill." 

Bolh Hiatt and Drew maintained the Cull potential of 
agriculture here will be realized if the industry Is 
developed so il can compete with production in other 
states. Hlall said prices here then will be commensurate 
with prices Jn other areas. 

The president urged federal support to develop resource 
Inventories and economic analyses, to aid farmers and to 
Improve transportation. D1·ew asked Cor federal 
assistance for two specific research proposals. 

Hlatl explained, "Alaska Is at tempting to plan the use of 
enonnous areas of land with a bare m inimum of Informa­
tion about the distribution and behavior of Alaska's soils 
for agriculture, forestry, rangeland and other uses." He 
.asked for Increased support for research and Cor the Soll 
Conflervatlon Service's soil survey. 

Under Improving transportation, Hiatt discussed 
studies made of the feasiblllly of ll11klng the Alaska 
RnUroad to Tanana, Deihl Junction and the Canadian 

Border. He pointed out Increased federal support for 
highway construction also would benefit agricultural 
development. 

Dr . Drew descr!bed two proposed research projects 
aimed at overcoming traditional limitat ions of Alaska 
agriculture. UA Is looking for federal assistance for these 
projects which involve the use of waste heat. 

Drew pointed out there are 8.5 million tillable acres of 
land in Alaska. But only about 17,000 acres are in pro\:uc­
tion. 

He said barley, oats, forages, potatoes and a number of 
other vegetable crops are suited to the soil and climate 
here. Drew added the y ields and quality of these crops 
equal or excell the yields and quality of the same kinds of 
crops grown elsewhere. 

In pursuit of these goals, the UA project would use waste 
heat from pump station nine on the tr ans-Alaska pipeline 
lo dry grain and lo dehydrate and pellet forage in the 
Clearwater-Big Della urea. Also, fish meal , a waste pro­
duct in the fishing industry, would be used as a high pro­
tein supplement in pellets produced for livestock feed. 

Drew explained, " the use of waste heat in these process­
ing operations can provide, for the first time, a means of 
offsetting the cool and somewhat wet harvest seasons that 
have frustrated Alaskan producers of grain and forage In 
the past." 

The second research proposal would test a broad spec­
trum of waste heat application. H is a joint proposal of the 
university and the AJnska Energy Office. 

.Both Hiatt and Drew cmphaslwd Alaska agricul ture 
has the potential of Increasing U.S.1-roducllon significant· 
ly. 

Resolution 77 opens doors 
Following Is the text of Senutc Resolution No. 77, 

perhaps the most Impor tant brcnkthrough for agr lculturul 
development In the history of Alaska. In order lo carry out 
the lnl ent of Resolution 77, 'l'nsk Force 77 was formed, und 
the following lndlvlduuls make up lhe Agriculture Study 
Group 11ppolnled by Gov. Jay llnmmond : 

Cl ) Mr. Jalmar Kerlluln 
(2) Ml'. Paul Huppert 
c:n M r . Waller Kubley 
(4) Mr. Allen Linn 
(5) Dr. James V. Drew 
(6) Mr. Ed Merdes 
(7) M r. Grnydon Nichols 
(8 ) Mr. J3oh Palmer 
(!)) Mr. Roland Snodgruss 

( 10) Dr. Donald Dinkl!I 
( 11) Mr . James G. Palton 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 11 

Relating to the cstnlJILc;hment of n comprehensive nnd meaningful 
ngrlculturnl policy for the Sia le of Alaska. 
UE IT RESOLVED nv TllE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 
ALASKA: 

WHEREAS wllhoul a slate policy, boldly set out and strongly backed by 
the prople, the Legislature, nnd the Executive, little can or will be done to 
establish agriculture In Alaska as an economically worthwhile endeavor; 
and 

WHEREAS a sound 11nd sustained agricultural production, processing 
and marketing Industry Is necessary lo the healthy economic life and 
future wcll·belng or Alaska : nnd 

WHEREAS no geogrnphlc entity hns ever attained lasting greatness 
through extractive resource production alone; and 

WHEREAS the agriculture polcnllal or the Grenl land ls perhaps Its 
single most slgntrlcanl prospect ror n stable ruture- n point clearly and 
cmphallcnlly made In three fcderal·state university studies: (1) "Develop· 
menl or New Lands In M~tnnu~ka.Susllna Borough", 1970; 12) " lrrfgallon 

( .. ....... Cll.t ) 
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bankable future, and points out these positives about liv~ 
ing in the north in general and Fairbanks in p·articular: 

Financial picture: There ar~ five commercial banks, 
two savings and loan institutions and one credit union. The 
cost of money here is comparable to that an3rwhere else in 
the United States. 

Employment picture: The unemployrnen•l rate, among 
those able to work, is negligible in Fairbank~ .. 

There are many investment possibilities .in Fairbanks, 
and in the month of August alone the North Star Lvrough 
received 130 applications for business licensus. 

The community has one of the highest per capita educa­
tion~ levels in the country and a large population of pro­
fessional and managerial persons. 

With the improvement of transportation facilities in the 
Corm oC new roads, railroarl spurs, air facilities and 
upgraded warehousing, Fairbanks offers a central and ac­
cessible jumping off point to the whole north. 

Living picture: On the lighter side, there are excep­
'lonal recreation opportunities for persons of all ages in­
side and outside educational institutions. There is also a 
realm of cultural activities from visual to performing 

GOLDEN GRAIN-Barley Is one crop wen-suited to ln· 
lertor Alaska's climate and sou. In fact, experts at the 
University of AJaska DepRrtmcnt of Agricultural Science 
say Alaska's grain products contain more protein than 
their counterparts In the Lower 48. 

Photo by Evan Bracken 

arts, all springing from community involvement, not 
government subsidy. 
Scho~l.s, medical facil.ties, housing and shopping op­

po~tunities ar~ outst~ndmg for a community the size of 
Fairbanks, am. even m 1976, with the wind-down of trans­
AJaska pipeline construction evident, three new shopping 
centers, several new schools, two medical clin!cs and a 
hospital addition are under construction. 

A post pipeline bust? We don't think so. 
Focus North will provide a monthly look at the positive 

side ~f Fairbanks: detailed reports on many of the above 
mentioned areas, an economic barometer Ceatures on the 
Jeisur~ side of lif~ on the last Frontier and~ brief round-up 
of busmess news m the community. 

We hope you enjoy il and will join us in focusing energy 
time and talent on the north. ' 

( cnnu.i ffOlll l'llgl 3 ) 

Potential:;, Tanana kiver Valley, Alaska " 1972; and (3) "Alaska's 
Agricullui·at Potential," 1974; and ' 

WHEREAS, given any one of many possible natu ral 
disasters-·prolonged drought, floods, virulent disease among plants and 
animals, r~treme climatic change, unpredictable weather in the conlincn· 
tal United Slates-Alaska, because it is at the end of the nalion'c: food 
syste"!, would sure er Lile most direct and immediate Impact; and 

WHERE1\S Alaska Is known to have at least 17.5 million acres of tillable 
land, plus at least 10 million more acres of conventional grazing land for 
potentlnl agrlcullurnl use. as well as 100 million acres of land suitable for 
reindeer a11d musk-ox grazing; and 

\\'HEREA<; in the past there has been a lnck of coordination of govern· 
men! progrm ns and policies regarding agriculture: nnd 

WHEREAS Alaska now produces less than five per cent of lhe food it 
cons~mes anuually, agriculture, as a resource management tool, could 
provide a much larger percenlnge or the slnle's basic consumer needs in 
food, Cibcr, luduslrlal raw materials, and aesthetic products at a 
reasonable price; 

BE IT R~;SOI.VED by the Alnska Slate Legislature that the Slate of 
Alaska here.by commits Itself lo an •• t:rlcullural policy lhal encourages and 
pr?motes wise use of Its agricultural base, including, but not limited to the 
fohowlng cours~s or action: 

(I J Thi? state sh.111 promptly determine how best to mnke available land 
for ngrtcullural use. 

(2) Th·e state shall encourage agricultural production, processing and 
marketing through ldenliflc11tlon and use or massive amounts of potenllal· 
ly recyclable waste energy. 

(3J In <·onnectlon with the eornmilmcnt of "in kind" state royalties of oU 
and gas, provision sh:ill be made for the production of reasonably priced 
fertilizer and fuel for local Alaska use. 

(4l The state shall demand lhal nil land ldcnlirled in "Alaska's 
Agricullurnl Potent.I al," 1974, as having llllable agriculture potential be 
removed from D·2 clnssllicatlon, and, In the nalion:il interest, be set aside 
for future agricultural production. 

(5) The slate shall aellvcly encourage the production or phosphate, 
llmcstonc, and fish meal re.'iOurces In Alaska ror use In agricultural pro­
duction. 

(6) The stale shall actively assist In the establlshemnt 11nd financing of 
agriculture processing plants In key agrlcullurnl areas of the stale lo en· 
courage local farm production. 

(7) The slate agencies shall work closely with privntc land owners, 
native regional corporations, village corporat ions, and other management 
organizations lo stlmulato agrlcultural production, processing and 
marketing. 

<Bl The Legislature, In coopcrnllon with the Governor, shall establish a 
task force, composed of representatives of agriculture, business, and con· 
sumer Interests, which shall be responsible for the study of legislative 01>1· 
nlons for Implementing the pollclcs cnunrtntcd In this resolullon. 



l ... 
Facts on Fairbanks Growth, Opportunities & Profib; Oct. 30, 1976 Vol. 1 No. 2 

No longer the end of the road 

Highways lead from Fairbanks 
In all of its 586,412 square miles, Alaska has O'lly some 

61200 miles of highways. And that figure incl ides the 
Alaska Marine Highway-traversed by automob les only 
with the help of the state's ferry system. 

The completion in 1975 of the North Slope Haul Road 
marked the first permanent road north of the .i.'ukon 
River, but it is still a private construction road. Even 
when it is turned over to the state i.n mid-1977, the haul 
Road is likely to remain closed to general use for some 
time. <Sec re/;:1led story, p. 4) 

Yet trucking and surface transportation are a viable 
and growing industry in the state. And the highways are 
stretching, straightening and widening to meet Ute 
demands of those who roll on them. 

In 1975, trucking and warehousing in F'airbanks ex­
periencec! the most dramatic growth in the transportation 
industry with employment advancing around 73 per cent, 
according to a mid-year report on the Alaskan Economy 
put out by the Department of Commerce and Economic 
Develop·.nent. 

Thal. growth in the Industry has brought on wear and 
tear to roads, particularly around Fairbanks where 
pipe',ine related traffic was heaviest. The State Depart-

TRANSPORTATION HUB-This Issue or Foe~ North looks al lransporta· 
lion and the many modes that carry goods baclc and rorth In Alaska. Fair­
banks, at the heart or the state, orrers rall, highway, air and combinations 
or these to the North, South and East. 

ment of Highways is asking voters to approve more than 
$53 million in transportation bonds to reconstruct and 
rehabilitate existing routes lo accomodate increasing 
amounts of traffic. 

Commissioner of Highways Hesdon Scougal told a group 
of Fairbanks business persons in September that Ute 
department is asking an additional $70 million from the 
federal government lo upgrade roads aCf ected by pipeline 
impact. 

"We've been building highways for years for everyone 
but ourselves," Scougal said. The Alaska Highway, the 
Richardson, the Glen, the Steese, the Elliott and the Parks 
have taken a terrific beating in the past three years from 
the high priority lramc hauling heavy pipeline equipment. 

The department's five year highway construction pro­
gram for the Interior emphasizes reconstruction of ex­
isting roads lo reduce maintenance costs and upgrade 
roads to meet present and future public demanrls. Some of 
the projects include: 

- Complete reconstruction of ti ll sections of the Steese 
Highway northeast lo Central. A new bypass around Fair­
banks connecting the Richardson Highway and the Steese 
is under construction and is expected to be completed next 
fall; 

- Bringing the entire Elliott Highway up to secondary 
standards within the next five years. This road, connec­
ting with the North Slope Haul R,>ad, was the most severe­
ly impacted by pipeline traffic; 

- Reconstruction or the Alaska l !!ghway uetwecn the 
Canadian Border and Della Junction; 

- Interchanges on the Richardson Highway al No"lh 
Pole and Six Mile; 

- · Replacement of the Pcger Road Bridge In Fairbanks. 
This summer th< ! department completed construction of 

a new interchange at Fairbanks International Airport and 
a new approach lo the University of Alaska. The An· 
chorage to Fairbanks highway has been reconstructed ex­
cept for two short sections, which are included In the five 
year plan. 

The money from the transportation bonds, if they nre 
approved, will be used to fund many of these projects. 

Rolling on these new roads are tracks on dally schedules 

I Cont. on p. 31 
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NORTHERN NETWORK-Extension of the Alaska Railroad to Delta 
Junction and beyond to the Canadian border offers a possible link In a nor· 
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them trans-continental rail network that would tie Alaska to the Lower 48 
states by raU as well as by road, air and sea. 

Alaskan transportation system linked 
to future role railroad will play 

An integral part of the Alaskan transportation system 
are the 5H8 miles of rail stretching from Seward to An· 
chorage to Fairbanks to Eielson Air Force Base. 

Now a federally owned and operated railroad, the 
Ala~ka Railroad Is coming under scrutiny as Alaskans 
look ·~o the future trnnsportation needs of the state and the 
place the rail road can or should takP. in that overall pk· 
lure. 

Historically the railroad has hel) ed to develop the 
railbelt urea along Its tracks. More rt ccntly it has been a 
key factor In the delivery of the huge tcrinage of material 
{or the const.ruclion of the trans-Alaska oll µipciine. 

' 'We successfully met the challenge of pipeline Impact," 
says William Dorcy, general manager of the ARR.. "We 
witnessed our high point in gross revenues, ton miles and 

Focus Nort/1 is p11bl!she<I montllly by the Fairbm1ks fl · 
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employment. " Now the railroad, and the growing number 
of Alaskans who use It, are looking al the challenges of the 
future : lhe winding down or pipeline activity, the promise 
of further mineral dcvelopmenl in the north, the beginn· 
ings of agricultural and timber developmenl in South Ccn· 
Lral and Interior Al.'.lska and the overall development of In· 
dt;.5lry and trnnsporlalion modes-the lifeline to sound 
resource utilization. 

Dorcy, wh'l was visiting Fairbanks Lhis month Lo listen 
to whal business people here had to say about the railroad 
aml the ways It could serve their needs, assumed lite posl· 
lion of general muuuger In April this year. He came to 
Alaska from the mid-west, where he was vice president of 
marketing for the " Katy," the Missouri-Kansas-Texas 
Railroad. Dorcy has a long background in railroading, 
from yard clerk to brakeman to cosl analyst, and has 
worked for the Great Northern, the Soo Linc and the fl. 
llnols Centrnl. 

After several lean years, Dorcy said, Ute Al aska 
Rnllroad wos able to take the profits from the pipeline and 
implement a capital improvements program for the 
r ailroad, leaving the limited Alaska Rail system al pre· 
sent In good working order despite hard use over the past 
lwo years. The question now Is where do we go from here? 

1 'The people of Alaska hnvc to decide If the railroad Is of 
an~ value, lhcn decide whnt to do wlllJ ll.'' Dorcy told the 
boa d of directors of the fi'alrban~ .. l nduslrlal Dcvelop­
mc11t Corpornllon. "I don 't bcllev1.: we should or can Je;:ivc 
It like It ls." 

He met with Ute honrd to gather Fairbanks' opinion on 
stnlus of lhc railroad, the pros and cons of changing thnt 
status to prlvntc enterprise, state ownership, or govern· 
mcnt corpora lion, and !deus for expansion of the railrond . 

1Cont. 011p. 51 



STRETCHING-A new Interchange, above, approaches the University of 
Alaska and connects wlth the Anchorage-Fairbanks Highway. Below, the 
new Steese bypass shoots off the Richardson H'ghway and stretches north 
lo coMed eventually with the Elliott Highway: the route to the North 
Slope. C Photo.( by Jim Truett) 

IDGHWAYS ... 
<Cont . fromp. JJ 

between Anchorage and Fairbanks and on regular 
schedules to remote areas with highway connections. 

Trucking in Alaska has become as normal an operalion 
as trucking anywhere else and rolls 365 days a year. Aside 
from travel on the North Slope where hazardous weather 
and extreme cold make operating more of a challenge, the 
biggest danger on the road these days is traffic, not snow. 

Good equipment, good driver training and the techni­
ques to handle all commodities make surface transport 
just one more link in moving goods in Alaska. Even 
perishable Items hit Fairbanks on the fifty or sixth day 
after they leave Seattle on barge-by air on the same day. 
And with techniques that create a controlled atmosphere 
inside trucks, extra days are added to the shelf life of pro­
duce and meals. 

Like all other aspects of transportation in Alaska, 
trucks are part of intermodal systems. Right now Fair­
banks Is served by three different shipping companies 
sailing from two lo three times weekly out of Seattle, then 
trucking items from Anchorage. Interchangeable con­
taine1·s mean an item might move by barge, rail and truck 
before it reaches its final destination. 

While rates are often a source of complaint, anyone 
shipping things Into Alaska is paying a round trip fare for 
none-way haul With a combination of water and surface, 
however, price and frequency are comparable to anything 
outside. 



Fairbanks meets service/supply challenge 
Fairbanks is the undisputed warehousing capital of lhe 

North since the advent of the trans-Alaska pipeline and 
the investment or millions of dollars in new f actlities. 

The most centrally located cit y in Alaska with conve­
nient transportation lo an area one fifth the size of the 
United States, Fairbanks is the service and supply center 
for the multitude of resource development activitie~ in the 
north. As the take-off point for the haul road to the North 
Slope, the city has an unlimited future substantitated by 
more than $100 million in building permits during the last 
year. IL is now estimated that Fairbanks has more than a 
mil lion square feel of WF ·ehousing space at prices com­
petitive with the major poi t of Anchorage. 

Haul Road 
Policy Statement 

On September 9, 1976, Gov. Jay S. Hammond an­
nounced his decision on use of the North Slope Haul 
Road, lhe private pipeline service road that will be 
turned over to the stale in micf·i977. The haul road, 
constructed Lo service .1e 800-mlle trans-Alaska 
pipeline. is the rlrst and l•nly permanent road north 
of the Yukon River. Following are exct:rpts from the 
Governor's Interim policy statement : 

"Even more than the const ruction oi the pipeline, 
the uses we make of the North Slope Haul Road will 
h.H·e profound effects on the future of our Stale In 
terms or lhc economy, Jund use, wild'l fc, and people. 

''The Interim policy on the Nor.th Slope Hnul Road 
I am announcing has lwo parts. There is a policy for 
access, and there Is a policy for revenues lo meet the 
costs of opening the Haul Hoad. My decision is lhal 
for the short term: the ro.id will he opened just for 
use by Industrial nnd mining Interests much as it Is 
today. We will cxpecl them lo pny for the use of the 
road, just as they do today ... 

.. ... We are lnvcstlgnling various ways of making 
user charges. ·r11ey include: reimbursement 
agreements ; fees, license, or l ax<..s imposed on 
business or Industr ial hlghwny users ; negotiate the 
removal of portions of the Haul Road from the 
F'edernl Highwny System so direct chorges may l>e 
made; seeking Congressional action lo permit im­
posi llon of direct charges on those who use the Haul 
Road ... 

"'l'o completely open th~ rood now would remove 
all opt ions for the future because once opened we 
would likely never be nhlc to modify that access ... 

"This decision Is an lnle1·1m policy for tho short 
term. ll will he In effect unlit the peak Industrial 
demnnds for the rond ha\'e subsided and until the 
Land Use Planning Comn.lsslon nnd locol govern­
rner:!s huve developed 11 rnll<1t111I plnn Cm· the sound 
and profiluble management ot 'itule und Federal 
lands In the nren nffcclcd by the ro:tl' •· 

A prime example of the multitude of new warehousing 
facilities in the Fairbanks area spawned by the pipeline ls 
North Star Terminals. Some fourteen buildings stand in a 
little over 133 acres in the developing industrial park. 
These range from small 2,000 ft. cu:-vette-type buildJngs to 
three large 60,000 square foot Alyeska Pipeline Service 
Company buildings. Some accomodate mini storage uni ls. 
A large new office building is an attractive 9ddition to the 
complex. 

The office building is the latest park unit, and, like other 
buildings in the park, is made of metal. The fact that il 
was er~cted through the winter and in just nine months 
proves that Fairbanks' limited construction season ls 
definitely a phenomenon of the past. Construction of the 
metal buildings can be carried on at tempertures of 40 
below and colder. Year-round c:mstruclion capability is a 
major factor in lowering the costs of construction in Fair­
banks. It means a much shorter amortization period and 
prices calculated lo attract industry to the heart of 
Alaska. 

According to the president of North Star, lnc., Chuck 
Recs, more office buildings and continued development of 
the industrial park are in the immediate future. He said 
the park is Ideal for relait-wholesalr .ype businesses 
wh ich deal in commercial trade and equfre convenienl 
parking areas. 

/\ North Star motel is planned with a minimum of 120 
units, a swimming pool and other recreational facil llies lo 
serve semi-permanent employes in Fairbnnks such as 
salesmen and others who need a local base of operations. 

North Stnr is one of several facilities that have grown up 
in recent years to Sl!rve a variety of Industries operating 
In lnter i'll", North Slope and South Coast Alaska. Business 
people n~ w have a choice among desirable locations ror 
their operational and service headquarters. 

North Star Terminals nnd other facil ities are JrJcaled 
nenr major highways and truck routes ; Metro Airfield Is 
close by as is the Tanana River- navigable by barge: and 
"lorlh Slur has invested In 14,000 lineal feel of track lo br· 
111g n railroad spu1· lnlo the park . 

1 f air Is a prime mode of sup;>ly transport, Fairbanks 
hns tiOOd warehousing facil ities adjacent lo its lnlcrna· 
lional airport. These fncillies also arc served by an ex­
cellent newly completed highway link l o the Anchornge· 
li'alrhanks highway, lo downtown Fairbanks and to the 
11 lghways leading north, easl and south of the city. 

Of parlicular Importance to Fairbanks is the amount of 
prime land available for incluslrlal development In the 
soulh Industrial area, 7,000 ctcres arc available for l ight 
and heavy Industrial use with <1mplc aggregate for 
IJ11ilcllng uml buckhaul. 'I'hls acreage is unbroken by 
residential or other development and ls in llle proximity of 
air, rail , wuter and highway lrnnsporlallon. 

'l'he lnnd also Is contiguous to the North Pole refinery 
and the Golden VRl lcy l!.:lcclrlc Association's new power 
plant. assuring now an ndcquate energy supply . 

The prospect for resource development as \A' .. ll as ser ­
vice and supply acllvlllcs In the F'alrlJanks area has never 
been hrlghlcr. 



Air carriers continue to play 
major role in Alaska transportation 

Transportation is the most important industry in Alaska 
and always will be because of the size of the state, says an 
individual involved in one of the vital areas of Alaskan 
transportation-air. 

In a land where the frontier was pushed back by daring 
bush pilots rather than wagon drivers on the ground, air 
transport continues to take t'1e place of roads and surface 
transportation of goods to most of the area lying north or 
the Yukon River and in many other areas of the state. 

Air transportation has enhanced development in remote 
areas, has made life easier for the people who live in those 
areas and has changed completely the r.onstruction pic­
ture in Northwest Alaska by extending the time of con­
struction with fast material deliveries. 

RAILROAD ... 
<Cont. fromµ. 2J 

tor in order lo get a consensus among the people who ac­
tually use the railroad, "Aflct· a ll ," Dorcy pointed out, 
"the original purpose of the railroad was to develop 
Alaska." 

He also stressed lhal lhe railroad is ony one part or a 
whole transportation system. ''We can no longer look at 
meeling transportation needs by r ailroad or plane or 
truck or barge. We have to look nl an intermodal system 
using all means o{ transportation,' ' he said. 

Barges, trucks and planes nre partly compelltion for the 
raUroad. Dorcy said, but they also create business for Lhe 
railroad. ' 'You put all the services together to make the 
best packngc ror the user.'' 

Fred 'folan, a Senltle-onscd truffle consullnnt to F1DC, 
told lhe group it should consider a three-pronged progrnm 
for the railroad: <I > gel ling better !muling for the AHR to 
put it In to service condition and keep It there ; 12> nchiev­
lng a more visible presence of the ARR in Fairbanks, 
perhaps by making Fairbanks <1 cotermlnnl operations 
fncility; and c:n determining where the Alnskn Railrond 
should go in terms of exp1111sion to do n better job Cor h1· 
lerior. North Slope, Northwest 11nd Soulh Co~sl Alaska. 

'l'he obvious first step Is an extension from Fnir­
hanks- Elclson to Delta .Jundlon-Forl Greely. This would 
require upgrading or Lile 22·mile Fulrbnnks lo Elelson J\ir 
l"orcc Bnse section and a 72-mllc ex tension from Elclson 
to the I'.elln .Juncllon-F'orl Greely nrcn. It would serve lm­
port~nl national defense needs as well us 11gricul turc, 
limber, mining and possible petrochemica l development 
requirements foreseen In that urea. 

Thal extension also would be a step on the way lo 
meeting the Canudiun ruil system, crealing a vast nor· 
thcrn network linking Alaska hy rnll, ns well ns by sea, nlr 
Md highway. Lo the rest or the United States. 

Despite weather conditions that defy practically all but 
hardy dog-mushers, Alaska pilots fly every day of the 
year from Fairbanks International Airport. Technic,11 
support for aviation Is some of the best in the world, and 
Fairbanks boasts the mechanic who won the national 
award for best aviation mechanic. 

Alaska has air service for everything from bulk fuel to 
small packages, flown In airplanes from graceful 180's 
and Twin Otters, to intermediate DC 3's and DC 6's which 
can haul whole sections of modular buildings in their 
holds. 

Indeed there are dozens of air taxi, charter, passenger, 
air freight and commercial airlines that operate out of 
Fairbanks to all points in Alaska-and around the world. 
Add to that the skills of the sta te's bt~sh pilots and there is 
no trip about which one can say "you can't get there from 
here," whether it's a remote construction site or a hidden 
lake where the fishing is great. 

Even though construction of lhe North Slope Haul Road 
has made accssible by road areas that never were before, 
air transport will continue to play a major role In Alaskan 
transportation. Conlinued development on the North 
Slope, particularly in villages which do not wish to be con­
nected lo the mainstream by roads, wlll require services 
that only air can provide: transportation of construction c 
ulpment and materials for building schools, homes and 
meet Ing facilities. 

Jim O'Sullivan. administrative vice president or AtasKn 
lnlernatl .>nal Air, a Fairbanks based compAny which 
made aviation history daily during the beginning of 
pipeline construction. predicts that with developments In 
Nnlive corporations and construction in remote villages, 
there will he more air service out of villages as well as into 
them. with more operators basing their headquarters In 
tho bush and flying bet.ween vil lages. 

I l e said AIA has recognized the downturn that would 
come with the advent of the road, but believes nit· will 
become more and mere economical w'th construction of 
larger nnd longer runwuys and aviallon technology that 
ullows for bigger and bigger craft. 

Combining this technology wllh lntennodal methods of 
trunsportation to provide the most economical tm1-mllc 
for the shipper paints a bright future for 1\ luskan nir 
transport. 

An exmnplc of this Is the rail spur at Fnirbanks lntcrna­
llonal Ah'port. Built al ALA request, the spur hns con­
tributed lo enchancing Fairbanks lnternatlonn l ns n 
dlslrlhutlon center. with curgo origfnnllng 111 Fairbanks 
Instead of Anchorage or elsewhere. 

"The ll ,insportnllon Industry Is very lnbor Intensive, It 
t'l'Nltcs J 1bs, It's un environmentally good Industry. It Is 
lmpcn1ti 1c that wc do anything wc can to focus nllcntlon 
011 Foirl nnks as a dlslrlbullon center for the North." 
O'SulllvH ., SHI<!. 
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FAIRBANKS TELEPHONE DIRECTORY, 1970-1976, 

BUSINESS CATEGORIES LISTED I N YELLOW PAGES 

Year Number 
Percent of 
Increase 

1970 756 Ba se 

1973 855 13 . 10 

19.77 1976 1,024 

Ove rall Increase 
1970-1976 268 35.45 

Biz Squibs 
Construction on an $8 

million addition to Fair­
banks Memorial Hospital is 
20 per cent complete, with 
projected completion date 
for the project set next 
fnll ... Progrcss continues on 
three new shopping mulls In 
F'alrbanks , with th e 
HICKEL MALL on Airport 
and University ul 50 per cent 
complete and the rlrsl occu­
pant set lo move in M11rch I ; 
the BENTLEY MALL oo 
College Roncl is 50 per cent 
ri nishecl, with shop s 
scheduled lo move in March 
15, and Lhe acldilion or LA­
MONT'S lo the MARKET 
DASKET Mull on Airport 
nnd Cowles wil l open in Spr­
ing or '77 ... Construclion in 
the public sector Is moving 
nlong as well, with u 
November '77 target finish 
dnle ror the mulll-mlllion 
dollar rcderul huildinit on 
Gnrrney ... Othcr new rnces in 
Fairbanks Include u 'l'EAM 
ELECTRONICS store on 
Airporl Road, three new 24· 
hour grocery stores- Quik 
Stop, 13ng Boy nnd Dox 
Boy- bringing lo rive lhc 
total or nil nicht stores, and 
lwo new rcstnurnnls, Aug­
gle's nnd Burger King ... 1976 

was a good year for start·up 
In new small businesses, 
with nearly a hundred 
licenses issued in fields from 
construction lo advertising 
l o air lo arts and 
crarts ... Some old businesses 
arc moving into new 
quarters ... l"lrsl National 
Bank or Fairbanks cxpan· 
ding ils present space, 
Ca rrrn l ion· M cndowmoor 
Dairies Into now qunrlers, 
Gelger Heally into n new 
building on Univer sit y 
Avenue, Alusku National 
Onnk or the North into n new 
henrlquurlers building, and 
the Opcrnling Engineers, 
Culinary and Teamsters 
Unions Into new buildings 
and the Laborers nncl Elec· 
lrical Engineers building 
and r emodeling their 
halls ... Thc new Golden 
Valley Electric Assoclulion 
generating plant in North 
Pole Is ready lo go on line 
next month, ndding 70,000 
l<W to Fairbanks' power 
supply ... The diesel turbine 
generators will be followed 
next yenr hy nn oddillon or 
nenrly the sanw urnount or 
gcncrnllon capaci ty al the 
plant . 
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Fair banks merchants consider 
retail future bright here 

What is the mood among Fai1·banks merchants in the 
race or a slowdown in pipeline related nctivily? Op­
timism. 

While lhe figures on I !J7!i arc nol i~1 yet, the con census is 
"not as good as 1975" (a banner yenr for all kinds of sales 
and the peak of pipeline activity), but retail aclivlty this 
year is slill better than il was in 1974 or 1973. 

Based on sales lax revenues collected by the Fairbanks 
North Star Borough so fnr this year, $324,f>82,0UO worth of 
business was conductecl in the borough in fiscal year 
197fi. , 1d thal figure docs not Includes sales of medical 
services, plrnrmacculicals, sales lo governments. fnrn1 
supplies or sales of building and construction supplies to 
holders of building permits. All lhcsc cnlcgorlcs ancl 
some others are exempl by ordinance from snles tnx, ancl 
it. is estimated I.hey represent nl lcast another S40 million 
In sales. 

Why arc people still spending money 011 consumer 
items? Merchants attribute the active retail market Lo 
severnl factors in nddilion to incrcus(!cl population. In· 
creased sophistication on the part of lhe lt'nlrb1111ks con­
sumer is one ractor, lhey soy. People here want the same 
lhings they sec :ire nvnilable In lhc Lower 4H States. In 
response lo llwl demand, there is :rn lncrcnsed selecllon 
of mcrchnndisc in F'alrbanks these dnys, different rr1w 
the dnys when the consumer had to oi·dcr by catalogue 
for nny speclnlty or exotic Hems. And lransporlallon lws 
Improved, making ;wailability of ~oofls (,nly n mnller of 
lime. Ami while the consumer may be lightening the 
purse st rings in the next rew months. item~ like food nnd 
clothing will still continue lo move in lnrger numbers 
tha11 before jusl because there nrc more people here re· 
quiring these ncccssnry Items. 

What Is the ruturc !111 n.:1 nil trades'! If financlnl com· 
mltmcnls and cu11st.·11clion arc· nny indlcalors. the future 
looks bright. 'J'hrcc new shopping malls arc under con· 

slruction now and are expected lo be completed by 
spring 1977. A major cleparlmcnt store is considering 
building a brnnd new complex downtown. The shops 
which will be locating In the new malls arc retaining 
their downtown locations. There has been a commitment 
by downlown merchants to clenn up the core area lo 
mnke it more plcasnnt for shoppers, and lhose mcr­
chnnls trnve hcen working together on various promo­
lio11al programs :o encourage lhc consumer lo shop 
clownl• wn. 

Those \I/ho arc making lhe financial investments In 
rclail trades sny the ruturc suecuss of the industry is 
limited only by the size of the population. Consumers arc 
slowing d(;Wn their spending, bul th•. money is still here, 
they say, and will continue to be here. A gas line, slate oil 
revenues. fulure oil developments, ventures ilnd in­
vestmcnls by lhe Nnlivc corporntions, all spell ..:ash flow 
within Alaska for many years and mcnn people who live 
here will hnvc money lo spend on consumer goocls. 

lt'O' 

lt 'I 

111 1; 

It" ,,.,. 
ttn 

f"ll 

"•1··.& ••ll•'\ , ,t • •r ' ' .. '" .. • ~J·· \ .. ....... . r• ~ I •rt I• I •',.,•I l t1f 

u 1 u 1 .... ,, 11111 ,441,Jl'O '1, I I ,, 
U 1 1 H .. ... , !t1 • ,t.1U 11\0 1, 1q . 
. ... 111 .. . ...,. t i• , 1:1.11111 I," ' H 

\• , ••41 ~ ' ti' • " ' •1 I' ~1\ 1• l,PI " ' '· ' "'' . ... , ,,.,.,. ··~· · '· -·· " P,Hu ... ., .... ~ .. ''''·'' ' .... •,O f • \ .,,,,. •·•I .......... tu, .. • ·111 . '~ ... \ ' 
t : ! t ::~.:"~• : t: 1 :~;::I ~•.:•!~:,:'., 711 !! ~ • !, :~~: ·:;:~ .. ~; •1:; 0 h•: I : I:; ,: :!~:• I• 

l u• t .. 11 h,, " ' •tht " ' •·1t lllt11 t i'tf 1 •·111 •11>111,H+ '"rl11• I ~llJot• "' 
•·v ii.JI ... ffllllHt •• •••••• '"' ,,, •• , ,. •1,I• ·~ H tu H • t 

•• I t! tlJitl1 t I _. •• I dl•t •"• t ' ''t u.Ii i tly •fA I "' •"~•. 1! "• ltto f'" 
• t jl tt • fo jt1,fll •11 •• .1 . 11•• 1 ttll• I tt l'''°''"""" , ,., lf41t, .. , , IJ •~o\, • I• 
lt. t t Jpt l l'>illt.ft !'It• II••• • I t I +,.ll•f I H t ,.; •••t•!l• t li •·• , '" ti t " t i 
f .. t •llll tlt • t l lt 1 1 • 1 1 11H1t 1 .t .. 11 , , ..... " ttflolll,ll t '" 

.. 



HICKEL MJ\LiJ-A mall adc!lllon to the Safeway store on Air· 
port and University Is expected to be open for leasing in s9rlng 

l'ou c on get it he r e 

next year. Among others, the mall will include a drugstore. 

Fairbanks shopper has choice 
Long gone arc the dnys when nhoul all you could huy in 

F111r bnnks were 11 wnn11 hlnnkcl and a r~o l d pan. The 
varldy of slnplcs, consumer items ;ind luxuries 
stretc:1cs from brc11cl ancl butter t.o imported cheese, 
from .llccl-lotd boots lo silver slippers and from 
b111ldozL rs to Swiss music boxes. 

While the number or different llNns mny not compare 
lo l11rgc c1t lcs outside. if you've scc:i somclhin[! Jn your 
f:1vor il<' sl h:k ma~azlnc, you can prohablx get ii in l"air· 
h1111ks. · 

1"uc:11s Nor/11 Is µ11bllslwrl 1110111/1/y by U1c f'nlrb:u1ks Ill · 
(/t1str/11J Dt•11t'l11pmt•11: Corp .. lil!J F.le11cnl/1 A vc1111c. F11lr· 
lnmk.o;, i\K !J!.JiUJ. 

Dr. Wiil/am Ji . ll'ooc/ 
J-:xcc11tl11e \I/ct• /'n'.'lft/£•111 

J•:rlllt•d by ll'orrlsmflh., 
1 :!2 r Coppct 
1"11/r/J1111k.<:, Al\ !111i01 

t 'llX' lloard ol Dlr~ton 

tton Nfrland. l'r-..\ll~·nl 
Nrrl•n<I'• I lnoic I \irnbhin~ 
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The clly boasts seven major grocery stores, one with 
compulcrlzccl check-out; hnlf a dozen 24 hour convc· 
nicncr. grocery st.ores. scvcrnl neighborhood small ind· 
pc11dc11t 11torcs nnrl three hea lth food stores. In lhe wny of 
cloth ing, Fairbanks hns two mnjor department stores, 
I wo dozen smaller shops specializing in men's, women's, 
children's, western , outdoor , high fashion nml other 
types of clothing, 1111<1 six shoe stores. In addltlo11, there 
urc three c11l11loguc outfits which hnvc locations her<', or 
I he consumer c:lll choose from cnl :ilogucs from all over 
the country. One calnloguc store manager :mid his com­
p:111y lws found that evc11 when a retail store is opened, 
catnloguc sales continue to flo11r lsh hccnusc the 
sophist lea tell consumer Is looking for the best l>uy. 

In the w11y or household. home repnlr or home 
111nl11tc•1iancc goods, there arc l wo major stores supply­
ing sm:i ll uppll:inces. do-ll-yo111·self Items. tools, gadgets. 
hullding supplies. These m·c In mlcl il ion to several hnrd­
" .11'(' stores and co11struct io11 supply stores with more 
spcdallzcd plu111hing, hc11ll11~ . clcctm·11l goods. 

Hcyo11<1 llw nc('essilies, there nrc three lnrgc furnltun.• 
slor<'s nnd h11lf 11 dozen smnl l<.:1· ones. glfl shops selling 
every! hlng fro111 Alnskan·mnfle cr:lfl s lo Znml>iun Im 
ports. specially 1111tl novelty shops. five record :111cl t11pc 

I Ste Pago 3, Col 1 I 



CHOICES ... 
( Cortilllld From 1'191 2 I 

stores, three mufical inst rumP:at shops, eight major ap­
pliance stores, 1 .::::.::. ;.::1: stores, numerous flower shops, 
nurseries, anc! dve hobby shops. 

There are even locaJly manuf acturcd and retailed 
goods in r"'a, rbanks - a f'Jr shop that makes and sells 
parkas, b0<,..;, hats and so on; a jade shop where custom 
designed clocks, tables and jewelry are made and sold; 
several ceramics and pottery shops, and numerous in­
dependent crafts people who make and sell jewelry from 
Alaskan gold and gems. 

If one is looking for wore expensive items, one needn't 
go beyond Fairbanks to spend tots of money: there are 

LAMONT'S-An addition to the Market Basket II on Airport nnd 
Cowles will house a Lamont's Department Store, a new rctuU 

Pagel 

four fur dealers, eight jewelers, five art dealers and one 
leather goods store. 

Fairbanks merchants don't have only the consumer in 
mind, however. Industrial equipment and supplies are 
~v.~ilable from engines to earth moving machines and 
trom jeweler's screw drivers to generators. There are 
also five wholesalers dealing in food, liquor and sundries 
as well as wholesalers in specialized Items like 
automotive or electrical or plumbing supplies. 

Fairbanks automobile dealers handle amost every im­
port as well as all American model cars, and there are 
numerous auto parts and suppl)' house:: to help keep cars 
rolling through Fairbanks winters. 

race on the Fairbanks scene. It, too, ls scheduled to open next 
spring. 

w 
N Best wishes from FIDC 
~ 
~ for a. healthy 
~ a.nd prosperous 1977 



GROSS RCCEIPTS I N TRADE AND SERVICE IHPUSTRI ES IN FAHUA.'lkS 19ll 6 197f 

(A l I C11uru bned on ln£onuLl on fro• All• ~ • Sta te D•r•rto.ent of Re~ouo ) 
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Biz squibs 
In keeping wllh the topic 

of this issue, F'ocus North 
welcomes lo the Fairbanks 
retail scene the following 
new businesses: Bag Boy 
stores, Pier l lmports, Team 
Electronics. Rampart Mini­
Mall , Auggie's, Burger 
King, Good Thunder, the 
Gold Mine ... New stores that 
will be appearing on the 
Faribanks scene with the 
opening of malls next spring 
may Include a candy slore, 
an Italian reslaurnnl. an ice 
cream parlor and a 
children's clothing shop 
... While Sears' has no 
definite plans lo open a 
rel ail store In Fairbanks In 

lhe near fulure, the 
manager indicates lhal a 
store was opened in An· 
chorage when the popul alion 
slabilized between 90,000 
and 100,000 and lhe same 
crilet·ia may be applied 
here ... More stores are going 
lo the computer form of 
check oul and record keep· 
ing and at Foodland Grocery 
the manager figures IL could 
save 25% of labor costs In 
stocking and 22% In check 
out...A new rosl or living 
survey for Fairbanks Is be· 
ing .:onsidered by the 
federal government. Mer· 
chants are pushing for early 
completion of lhe survey. 

BENTLEY MALL-The Bentley Mall Is going up on Colle!: ... 
Road and about 20 shops already have signed leases to go In 
spaces between a Safeway store and Pay-N..Save. The mall, to 
be completed In March 1977, wUl Include a variety of shops from 
candy and Ice cream to cameras and books. 

--~~--
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~ 
JUNl'.AU ALA•KA 

Permanent Fund Committee 
538 West 5th Ave . 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

May 25 , 1977 

Focus North 
c/o Fairbanks Industrial Dev. ·carp. 
619 El eventh Ave . 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

Dear Si rs: 

We would like to begin receiving your monthly publication Focus North. 

If t here is a charge for this, please bill us with the first mailing. 

Our address is: 

Thank you very much. 

Alaska State Legisla:·1re 
Permanent Fund Committee 
538 West 5th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

~.Wlb. Dotlton, Secretary 

H 10 
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