
SCOMM 8: HOUSE SPECIAL COMMI'rl'EE ON SUBSISTENCE 
LIST OF FILES (PAGE 1) 

1. SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON SUBSISTENCE 1979 





House of Representatives 
Pouch V 

Of&ial Bu.ill... , 
. •'-' 1 I 

Special Committee 
on Subsistence State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaalra 99811 
phone: 465- 3893 (new number) 

Representative Jack Fuller, Chairman 

rrembers: Rep. Nels A. ,:'\nderson , Dillingham 
Rep. Fred Zharoff , Kodiak 
Rep. Rick Halford, Eagle River 
Rep. Joe Hayes, Anchorage 

David Hoffman , Administrati\-_ Assistant 

CQ\M!Tl'EE UPDATE - FEBRUARY 9, 1979 

Th~ Subsistence Camuttee has once again been reincanlated. 
Nels Anderson, who is no.v House Majority Leader is no longer 
Cha.innan , but he is a merl1ber of the camti.ttee. The new chairnian 
is ~rack Fullrn' fran Nare who is a new rrer.-~ of the legislature. 
Rep1~esentative fuller 's nuiroer one priority is the subsistence issue, 
so he will be bringing a great deal of enthusiasm to the issue, 
as .,..ell as a geed understanding of the problem. He has lived i n 
Northwest Alaska for the last fifteen years and has traveled extensively 
throl':Jrout the region. 

The big news fran the Department of Fish .me Garre lately is 
that they have finally hired a chief for the Subsistence Section 
and an Assistant Chief . The chief is Tan Lonner and the assistant 
chief is Paul Cunningham. Both of them appear to be e.'<cellent choices. 
The enclosed press release tells a little rrore about them. They will 
both be in dw:ing the week of February 12 getting oriented 
and wj!..i then begin work officially on March 5, so you can start 
sending your cards and letters to them uny t..i.me . They also have 
hired an administrative assistant for the ~ubsistence ~ection who 
is working do.vn there nc.w. Her nan-e is Thrisa Col Uns 
and the l?hone n\m\ber for t.. ,. subsistence section is ·l'i5- 4147 or 4148 . 
Their addr ess is : Subsistence Section 

Alaska Departrrent of Fish .J.nd Gall'e 
Subport I3uilding 
JunP.au, i\k. 99811 

They are the people to get in t::n uch with if you have any problem:.. 
or questions about subsfatence . 



A big issue for the past year has been the regionalization 
of the Boards of fish and gail'e. The subsistence ccmni.ttee will 
not be introducing a regionalization bill this year as it did 
last year because Representative Terry Gardiner of Ketchikan 
who is Speaker of the House has writte.'1 a bill on regionalization 
which the bush caucus merrbers support. Therefore, the Subsistence 
Ccmnitt.ee will not really be dealing with that issue much 
this year. 

The tentative priority list for the Subsistence Camti.ttee 
this Session is enclosed. As you can see, the Ccmni.ttee will 
be involved e.'Ctelisi vely with overseeing the develq:mmt of 
various sorts of administrative regulations.There will prooably 
not be any one big subsistence bill as there was last year. 

In addition to subsistence issues, I wi ll be keeping an 
eye on limited entry issues this Session. The enclosed press 
release gives a general id.ea cf \·mat is happening in the 
House of Representatives on limited entry. 

As always, feel free to call us if you need information 
or assistance with sarething . Also feel free to care by if you are 
~ tavn. The ccmni.ttee headquarters i s in Representative 
F\lller's office in rccm 103 of the Assembly Building . 

.. 

L. ' (... , 

David Hoffman, 

~.dministrative Assistant 
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House of Representatives 
Pouch V 

Official B111ineN 

Special Commit tee 
on Subsis tence 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Aluu 99811 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON SUB.SISTEOCE 

TENI'ATIVE PRIORITIES 

OV.::?5IGt"T Dt.TI'IES 
oversee establishrrent of e1e subsistence section in ADF&G and work 

:or an adequate budget for that section in fiscal year '80 

oversee the developnent of subsistence regulations by the boards of 
fish and gazre at their April rreeting and work with . the 
ACmin.istrative Regulation Review Ccnmi.ttee. 

Provide input on the developrent of federal regulations for 
subsistence on tlational t-bnt:rrents 

Provide input to the developrent >f regulations for state managerreni: 
of sea marnna.ls 

Provide input on develo;:rrent of federal regulations to allow spring 
subsistence hunting of migratcr1 birds 

Monitor developrent of subsistence provisions in d- 2 legislation 

Work with Alaska Coastal Policy Council re; role of subsistence in planning 
LEGISLATIOO 

aill creating a division of subsistence rather than a section in .l\Of&G 

£1..1:pplerrentary appropriation bill establishing subsistence section 
regi onal of fices in Tok and Southeast 

£...esislation to make it easier for village rcsicents to recieve 
guiding certlf icatlon for sea mamnals 

Special appr opriation bill for free=er ~acilitics :or preserving 
wcL-us rreat 

Legisl tion relating tc Eskirro Walrus Carmission 

Legi:Jlation relat:.L11g t.o the subsistence hunting of musk oxen 



... 

subslsteoce-relalcd lrnp::icu of 
laws. regulations, and other fac­
tors and to partlcipntc In 
resource management planning 
for subsistence needs. 

Subsistence Appointme~nts Made 
Fish and Game Commissioner 

Roni.Id 0 . Skoog Tuesday :111· 
nounced the :ippointrnenl or 
Thomas 0. Lonner and P:iul 0. 
Cunningham to the top two posb 
In the dep:irtmenl's new Sub· 
slstencc Scctltm. 

The Subsistence Section wns 
crr.aled by the 1978 i\laskn 
1.cglslnlurc lo monitor nnd rom· 
pile data on 11ubsislence hunting 
and fl~hlng In Al:is~:i ; to evaluate 

l.onncr wlll be chief of the new 
section. lie holds n Uoclomle In 
Sociology from the Unlve~lly of 
Cnllfornla and' ls an eiiperlcnccd 
ron.sullanl on resource :rnd !:ind· 
use planning issu~. Most rercnt· 
ly, l.onncr was senior consultant 

with the Aochorage rlrm of Peal, 
Marwick, Mitchell and Com· 
p11ny , :ind ha11 supervised 
socioeconomic studies for the 
Oureau or Land Management's 
development program concern· 
Ing the outer continental shelf · 
region. 

C111ml11ghorn will be the assl~· 
l11nl d1lcr for the subsistence sec­
tion. lie holds a Bachelor's 
de~rc.-c In Fisheries DloloKf from 

Humboldt Slnte Univmlly In 
Ca llrornia , and previously 
"'orked (or the Oep11rtment of 
Fish and G::imc In the Bristol B:ry 
and Noc 'on Sound areas ns a 
biologist with the Commercial 
and Spori fo"lsherics Olvl~loru 
from 1969 to 1976. 

Ile was A ·en Uiologl 11 In Nome 
for U1rre ) ~:u'l\. Cunningham's 
latest cxpcri• m·c has l~n a~ the 
harvest m11n. gcrncnt I 1lologlst In 
chnrgc or the Quin:111ll lndl;m 
N:il lon fisheries han·c~ t program 
In Wnsltington Stnte. 

Skoog polnlt'll out that Cun· 
ningh:infs resource managernt'nl 
l'XJX'ri<'m't' in rura I A la~kn will 
be 11 vah1.1bh1 ro111plc111cnl lo 

Lonner's background. 
Lonner and Cunningham's first . 

task will be to i;et up the 
cqaniz.;itlon of the new section.· 
rlans call ror ''suhsii;tence" per· . 
sonnel lo man field offices in ' 
Barrow. Kotzebue, Nome, 
Dcthel, Dillingham 11nd Galena. 
Each office will bt>conic the 
operating base ror a "lt<'Source 
Specialist" and :m assistant 
" fo,l11h i.nd Game Technician." 

Skoog said the resource 
specL1llst Jl()sitlons furm a rorn· 
pletcly ~~ job cl:111s. :inti lhe 
specifications for this new rl;i~, 
just recently wcrr :lJlpnwcd by 
the Ocpartrnenl of /u lr11ir1lstr:1-
llon. 



Office of Representative Nel s 

NEWS RELEASE 

Representative Nels A. Anderson, Jr. of Dillingham, 

Majority Leader of the state House of Representatives and 

Speaker Terry Gardiner of Ketchikan are spearheading an 

effort to re-examine and possibly reform the state's corrunercial 

fisheries limited entry system. Anderson and Gardiner, who 

worked. closely during t he autumn in conducting public limited 

entry symposiums, are now proposing legislative solutions to 

some of the problems voiced by the public . 

A f irst step in this attempt to solve problems with the 

liiilited entry system has been the introduction of a bill calling 

for an appropriation of $125,000 to fund a scudy of the l imited 

e ntry sys tem as it currently s t ands after fo ur years o f opera t i on. 

I ssues to be studied in detail would be free trans fe r provisions 

o f the p r esent system and alte rna tives to it such a s the 

development of fishing apprenticeship syste m a nd also the pr esen t 

s ystem for ~etermining hardship in the award ing of e ntry permits. 

Public hearing would be a part of this proposed s tudy. The 

bil l extabli s hing th is eight- month-long study will be i ntroduced 

by the House Resources Corrunittee which is co-chaired by 

Repr esenta tive Al Oste rback of Sand Pein e . 

A £econcl step in modi fyi ng t he entry system has bee n the 

incroduction of two bills wh ich would make i t e~sie r to borrow 

money fo~ the purcha se of l lmi t~e e n try permits . House Bi ll 30 , 

i r.troducec by Repr e ser. tat.:.ve Ga!'.'d iner would make it !_jOss ible :or 

f :.. s he rmen co borrow money fr om th~ ne wl y- crea t ed Commer ::ial 

• 



E'ishing and Agriculture Bank for the purchase of entry permits. 

This bill .;i.lso allows f isher::nen to put up t heir entry permits 

as collateral for loans from the new bank. Under current law, 

entry permits can only be used as collateral for loans from state 

loan programs and nut from private lenders. 

Another bill, dealing with loans for commercial fishermen 

is HB 20 which was introduced by Representative Mike Miller of 

Juneau with Representative Terry _G_arsiiDer and Representative 

Jime :Uuncan as co-sponsors . This bill would allow fishe=rnen 

to borrow more money under the Department of Commerce's 

Commercial Fishing Loan Fund . This bill would allow them to borrow 

up to 90% of the appraised value of the collateral they put 

up for the purchase of a limited entry permits. The present 

ceiling is 75% of the collateral put up. It also makes it easier 

for different members of the same family to each get loans. 

In addition to these bills, the House Leadership is 

considering the possibility of introducing legislation to settle 

questions brough t up by three di=f erent court challenges of 

limited entry. These legal questions center on the applications 

of non- gear license hodlers for permits, the re-opening of limited 

entry applications in certain regions of the state and the 

applicability of limited entry to the Upper Yukon River. 
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