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annual harvest, but was 57: bolow the 1975 harvest total. 

Uorton Bay ffsh were flown, 1n the round, via light atrcraft 

to the fishel'!!lcn's co-opcrattve in Unalakleet or tendered to ~~scs 

Point for processing. 

Co::rncrclal ch~'ftl salmon catches were 1~.21 below the recent 4· 

year avcNge annu31 h3rvcs t, whfl e pl nk u lmon harve~ ts were 2 .4 

t imes the recent 4-ycar average. 

This fish(ry is the most sporadic or the subdistrict f isheries 

in llorton Sound. lhe rcr.otencss of the fis hing grounds from the 

buying st3tions and difficulties with O?cratlng tenders In the 

sha 11011 ~:.:iters of r:orton Dny account for the thus far liml ted 

ch.,roc~er o~ this fishery. ~:: : to <1ver119c e~c3pemnts 11nd light 

cc:-:-ercla1 fishing effort, the cot'l!lercia! season rc~l ncd open 

on a nor~al 4-day per week fishing sche~ule from June 15 to August 31. 
Co:r.p.,:-o t lvi: co:.,.orcla 1 catch dot! arc presented in Append b Tab la 11: 

Su~~lstor.cc fish~ 

The su~slstoncc c3tche$ of 4 f1s hot111on from the village of 

Y.oyuk included 2 king, 41 pink and 236 chum for a total of 279 

sal~~n (T~blc 1). 

The r.oyuk, UnQ.111k and lnglut1llk Rivers ire the main spawning 
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fishing to provide a base of incor.1e (Table 1 and Appendix Table 2). 

Escapement 

The Y.winiuk and Tubutu11k Rivers arc the 1111ln spawning groun~s 

for fish entering this subdistrict. An aerial survey index count . . . 
or the Tubutulik River of 1,0!l~ chum, 6,065 pin!: salr::on and 2,600 

"salrr.on" (not identified by species) Indicated the sr.o.allc~t return 

on. record for chum soh1on and ll sl l9htly below ~ver~ge return for 

pink .salr.10n. The tot.tl expanded escepc;:icnt cnun:crHcd by a to1~cr 

into the Y.wlnluk River in. 1976 was 12 king, 6,834 chum, 20,431 pin~ 

and l Z coho sal~n . Pink sal"10n escopcr.'l!nts dccreas~d 30~ fro~ the 

1975 brood yNr cscoper.:cnt, 11hil e chur.1 escaper.tent were no:; below 

the 1972.c~copcmcnt (T.tblc 2 ond Appendix Ti!ble 7), . 

Morton Day (Subdistrict 4) 

Coim:crcial f ishery 

A total, of 23 vessels and 21 gcor licenses were Issued, 

rcp:oscntlng decreases of ~1% and SOS, respectively, from record 

1975 l evels (Appendix Table 1). 

Twenty· seven cor.rncrclel ; flsh~n:icn caught 103 klrig, 4,399 pink, 

95 coho ond 7,135 chU!ll salmon, totaling 11,722 s.tll!\On (Table G). 

This total h~rvest WAS 23.9S 1bove the recent 4-year averaoc 
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a~era;e annua1 horvcst. 

Pink sa1~on catches were 4.7 times the recent S-year average 

annual harvest of J,300 fish, while the f.ing salmon harvest was 

.2.0 ti r.1cs the recent 5-year averoge of 450 s~lmon. 

l\erl~1 survey ln!'or1:1at1on and' corm1crciill catch data 1nd1e:1ttcl 

a r;-ss!!-le ~e1cw O\'cra9e run of chir.:i S:llmon to the Shal:toolfk River, 

resu1:1ng in a rcd~ctfon fn fishing ~lme on July 15 and a closure 

on July 19. The co::::erc1al season ~~s not rc-open~d until July 25. 

co~~lr~tive co:":":ercia1 catc~ data arc presented in Appendix T~ble 12. 

rhe sub~i~tencc flshcrr.:cn caught 24 king, 121 coho, 1, 100 pink 

and 2G9 ch~~ sal~~n totaling l,G02 salmon. The bulk of this harvc~t 

ca-::e fr(l!!1 subsistence fishing l!ctivitfcs on the Shaktoolik River . 

This har\•est was the lowest on record .:nd may be nttrlbuted to the 

growing nu~bcrs of fls~cr~cn cnpagcd In the co~ercia li fishcry 

(Tabla 1 and ~~pcndlx Table 2). 

In 1 ~7G , the Shaktoolfk River, the rn;ifn spawning stream in thts 

~ubdlstrlct, was aerially sun•eyed with on escapement count or 139 

.. Ing, 12, 175 plnl: llnd 1,7JG ch1r11 salr.ion (Table 2). 

JG. 

ground for f1sh entering this subdistrict. Jn 1?76 an aerfa1 index 

survey conducted of the Unga11k River rcsu1tcd in a count of 5,753 

chu::i, 902 pink and 1,600 sa1t:!On (not identified by species). A 

total of ll5' pink and 247 chum were counted in the r.oyuk River and 

4,674 pi nk, 1,394 chum and 117 king saln:on \·1erc counted in the 

lnglutalik River (Table 2) .• 

Shoktoo11k (Subdistrict 5) 

Co~rclal fishery 

Vessel licenses ~ccreastcl 12.91from1975 levels, ~.mile 9111 

net lfcenses increased 3.9%. 

Thf~ty-scvcn co.~rc lo1 fishermen harvo~tcd BCG king, 129 coho, 

15,7'10 pink and l!i,727 chum, 'totaling 32,'182 salmn (lab le 7). 

This catch was 18. 9~ above the recent 5-year tverage annual harve~t 

of 27,0~0 fish and 72.9~ above the recent 10-yeor average annual 

hnrvest of 18, 750 salrr.on·. 

Salmon were tendered to facilities at Unalakleet (subdistrict 6) 

to be dressed, chilled or frozen and flown to m.lrkcts elsewhere In 

.the sto te. 

The chum scl~n harvest was 32% below the recent 5-ycar 

average annual harvest of 23,000 fish and equal to the 10-ycar 
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Coho sa1::on catches were 1.5 times the recent 5-year average 

of 3,400 fish, while the kin~ sal~n harvest was 37.2: below the 

recent S-year harvest average of 1,900 salmon (Appendix Table 2). 

Cor.:rarat1ve cor::nercia1 catch 1nforr.'4t1on and aerial survey 

date 1r.dicated a below avera9e chum saln:on run to the Unalakleet 

Rf\•er 1n 1976. Less cenclus1ve data from the Chirosky Rfver 

counting to1·:er also seemed to point tow:irds a belOlf llVeragc run 
' 

~nd corre5~ondfn~ escapements. C011T11erc1al fis hing tfme was reduced 

on ~uly 15 nnd a closure was instituted on July 19. The season was 

re-opened on July 25. Comparative cotmiercial catch data are 

pre~cnted in Ap~~n~ix Table 13. 

It sh~uld be noted that fn response to Department cncourage~ent 

to fishcrr.i~n to harvest abundant pink salmon, incrcasin9 ftmounts of 

ptnk sal~n g!!ar was ut111zed during. the 197G season. 

A total of 2,291 char were captured incidentally to the co1"m!rcial 

Sil l::"On fishery. 

Thirty subsistence flshennen in this subdistrict harvested 

1~2 ~Ing, 69~ coho. 4,316 pink and 2.332 chir,n totaling 7,894 

sal::r.in. Thfs catch 1~as the second sm~llest subdistrict hnrvest 

recorded and may be attributed to gro~tng · numbers of fishermen 
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Unalaklect .(Subdistrict 6). 

tor.nerc1a1 fishery 

A total of 59 vessels and 59 gear licenses were issued 

representing reductions of 11,9% and 1.7S, respectively, 

1975 levels. 

A total of 60 participating co1m1ercfal fishermen harvested 

1,198 king, 5,148 coho, 37,113 pink and 24,484 chum salmon for 

a total of 67,943 salmon (Table 8) . This total horvest was equal 

to the recent 5-year average annual harve~t of 69 ,000 but 10~ above 

tho 10-year aveeagc annual harvest of 61,500 fish. 

All fish cau2ht 1~cre purchased 1n Unillaktcet by the fishcrn!!n's 

·co-oper~tive. The salmon catch was dressed, Iced or chilled at the 

.shore based facl11ty, and tater flown to markets end processors 

else1fhere in the state. 

The comnC?rci al chUm sa 1 mon ha rv!!s t ~1as 28~ below the r~cent 

5-ycar averasc annual harvest ,of 34,000 fish and 9.G: belo:~ the 

rec!!nt 10-ycar average annual harvest of 27,000 salmon. 

The pink salmon harvest exceeded the previous 5-year average 

annual harvest by t..2 times and wu 34.3: abo\'c the recent 10-year 

average of 27,600 salmon. 
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llorton Sound Dfstrfct Outlook for 1977 

Insuff'cient data is available to enable accepted forecasting 

ir.ethods to be e::lployed ·in llorton Sound. The 1977 "Outlook" fs . 
bas~d upo~ analysis of co::iparative cor.mercial catch and escapement 

inform:it.ion, a9e data and subjective detennina~.ions. The "Outlook" 

is p~sented only as an indicator of possible 1977 run stren"th . 

r:orton Sound pink salmon do not demonstrate a strong odd/even 

year cycl~ and run strength Is di fficult to predJct. The pink 

salmnn return to :ierton Sounil 1nr·1977 wl 11 be produced from the 

1975 brood year. Pink salmon escapements in 1975 were av~rage, 

llut 11crc notably strong In subdistrict 3, ~loses Point. Therefore·, 

overall pink sall:'.On returns arc expected to be of a\'cr119c m,,9n1tude 

1n 1977. 

The 1977 :1orton Sound chu:n Sillr.ion return wfl 1 be produced by 

the 1972-1971, escapements , with the bulk of the run composed of the 

four-yeilr-old age class from the 1973 escaper.ient. Inspection ~r 

1976 a<!e d11t;i tends to indicate below ilVcrage recruitment from the 

l97Z brood ye3r in so~e subdlstricts. This may indicate below 

average returns of a!Je s1.chums this year. Chum salmon escapements 

in 1972 were Judo~d to be t verage; 1973 esc'1pcments ''ere below 

averogo end 197~ escapements were avcra11e. Overa 11. llorton Sound 

chu:n salr.10n roturns are enticlpoted to be of below everagc to 

average r.1.1sn1tude in 1977. 

f . 

• , 

and fndfviduals placing more rel iance upon con:r.ercial fishing and 

'associated industries to provide a base of income (Table 1 and 

Appendfx Table 2). 
~v 

Es capt:·"!~ 
.• 

Ae,rial surveys of the Unillakleet Rfver, llorth River •.~d Egavik 

Creek, in addition to Chiros~.y River totter counts docurr.ented 

ilpproximately 363 king, 79,290 pint: and 6,~77 chum Sillm,n in streil::OS 

of this subdistrict. Escapements for kin9 snlrrnn were judged to 

bl! poor, whereos pink and chum salmon escapcnr.ents t:cre illJove avcr.:ige 

and below overage resp~ctively (Tnble 2). 
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C01m1Crcial fi shing effort> in tenns of gear licenses. decreased 

29S in 1976 from previou~ record 1975 level s; h~ver. 1976 gear 

11cense totals were very similar to previous record levels set in 

1973 and 1~74. The 1975 levels ore believed to have increased d~~ 

to anticipated 1mple~entat1on of the •1i~1ted entry• pro~ra~. 

Lost year's license registration level is believed to be representative 

of "nonr.al" fishing effort and Is not expected to change greatly 

1n 1977. 
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District boundaries 
the Port Cfircnce .distrlct encompasses all waters from Cape 

D:iuC11as to Cape Prince of Wates (f'igure 3). A. unique feature 

or th1~ district Is the Pilgrim River-Salmon Lake red salmon run 

1.M c!1 is one or the northern r.ios t occurrences of this species 

on the continent. 

Cc--::-1cl'c fo 1 fhh'!ri_ 

Cc:iii1ercl<1l fishing 1n freshwater 1s prohibited. In 19G6 

a total of 1,Z16 salmon cons1sttng of 93 reds, 131 p1nks and 

99Z chui:is t1~s taken co~1".:rc1t1 ly 1n the Cr.:intl C!Y Hllrbor-Tul:suk 

Channc1 arc~. This w~s the only bona f1dc co:nr.crc1a1 f\shery In 

the district, but a few s~lPon arc probably sold or bartered 

each yea1· In Tc1ler and llomc. In 1974 the Doard of Fish & Game 

off1cl~11y closed the rort Clarence district to conmcrclal salmon 

fish Ing. 

SubsistencP fishery 

Red salmon bound for the Salm:in Lake·Grand Central River 

spawning r.rounds must pass through Port Clarence, Grantley Harbor, 

Tuksuk Chllnncl, !r:tJruk Basin and P11gr1m River. icllcr and 
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1. Beginning with the 1964 season. a permit was required 

under which nu::ibers of s~ln:on taken could be limited. ~fshennen 

were also rec:uired to record daily catches ._ . 

z. In 19G4 the Grarid Central River was closed to subsistence 

fi~hing for salmon. 

3. r:o salmon gill net or fishing dC?vice _can obstruct one-half 

of any salmon rnigration •iaterway or spah'Tling strellni. This took 

effect in 1964. 

4. Subsistence fishing for salmon w;is, prohibited within. 30f\ 

1eet or a r:i.lrker placed at the outlet of Salmon lake?. This also' 

took C?ffect in 19G4. 

!i. In 19Ci5 fishermen tiere restricted to a total s11lrr:on take 

of either 25 or 50 fish (~11 spC?c1es co~bined), depC?ndi ng on 

need. The effort 1n the Salr.10n lake-Pilgrim area decreased by 

50 pereC?nt thilt yC?ar (~ppcndfx Table 14). 

G. Beginning wl th the 1%9 s'e11son. fishermen were res tr feted 

to 1 total of ZS salmon ~r all species. F;i11ure to return their 

daily catch records •1ould result 1n not being able to receive 

a pemft the follo11ing year. 

7. Be9innin9 tiith the 1971 sC?oson, the fo1l0tlfn9 regulation 

t1ent into effect: 1 set gill net 1!'..lY obstruct no nore th;in one­

half the 11ldth of any fish strear.1. A stntionary f'fshina device 

Brevig Mission subsistence ffshennen take an unrestricted harvest 

of all species of salmon. mainly in the Grantley Harbor and Tuks~k 

Channel areas. Subsistence fishermen from r:ome fish. for all species 

of salmon· in the Pilgrim River and Salmon lake areas under spe~fal 

permits. 

'.' ' . • ' II' .. '"I : .. :t , , 

The subsistence salmon 'fishery in the Tuksuk Channel-Grantley 

Harbor area is a traditional fishery probably dot'ing back hundreds 

of years . Subshtence fishing i~ Snlmon Lal:e dntC?S bacl; at least 

to the 1930's. The Pilgrim River was not fished until 1962. 

It i~ likely that the traditional subsistence fishC?ry in 

the area had been harvesting this run at or near its maxir.:-J~ 

sust~fned yield for many years. Easler access to Snl~on lake 

and Pilgrim River due to rond construction In 1957 inc:rea~cd 

s:Jbsist!?nce utn lzatfon by r~o:ne flshcn:ien in these areas and 

resul tcd fn over·harvcst by the com!>fnC?d subsistence ffshC?ries. 

The! red salmon in this district are currently at threshold 

popuhtl.on levels. 

Since 1964 the subsistence fhhery ·in the Pilgrim Rher· 

Salmon lnke area has been made more rC?strfctive. I\ sur.rr.ary 

of the important restrictfons, in chronological ordC?r. 1s 

presented below~ 

• _,.'I.: 
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in ijradual 1ncreases 1n run magnitudes over tho next few·years, 

'· However, 1t 1s also possible that the run has suffered ~uch a , 

..... ,~ .,,lo · ~ 
~: s1gn1ficant decline th3t ft cannot be restored to forr:cr levels _, .,., .~ "" °'~ ~~ I 

o'• "'<'),., C>NM 
..; NO,:"'\ ... . ., N ~{:! "'°' ... ~'"'!f~ . ~1~ 

N "" 
. . . by m11na9c:ncnt technique~ alone. It !!Illy be ne~cssary to 1nltf~tc . C' . . ,..._ fl1 
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~ ... an expensive rehabi11.tat1on prooram and prohft.11t all subsistence 
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I-lo. of ~ C;:itch/, " 
Loc;itfon Flsherr.icn Ushr.~n King Red Coho Pink Chur.1 TOTAL 

1969 
' Pll grim River 3 s 0 4 0 10 0 14 

S;:i l rr.on Lakct 4 13 0 Sl 0 I) 0 5l 
TOTAL r -9 -o- ~ 0 Tii 0 -c;r 

Teller 6 270 2 128 27 538 932 1,617. 
DISTRICT TOTAL rr m l 180 v "513 m r,w 

... 
1970 

Pl l!)rim River 3 20 0 32 o . 2 25 
Sa hr.on Lake 4 22 0 30 6 23 30 
TOTAL r ""'2T lf . 112" b 15" ~ 

Teller 9 ' 710 4 481 . 1,040 1,261 3,601 
ere11f9 Mission 2 334 0 45 25 22 575 
TOTAL rr "g"4T . 4 m .. r.oGS na1' r.rrr 
DISTRICT TOTAL -,3- ·-400 T.' """5ar T.on; ~ii -f,f3r ' . 

.!ill 
Pilgrim River 4 21 . · 3 37 3 0 39 az ·f"'. .. 
Salmon Lake 4 30 4 90 2 14 10 ' 120 

,. 
t 

TOTAL 8 3' r Tif r Ti 49- 2lfz t 
i. 

Teller 12 531 "23 608 899 1, 155 3,605 6,370 
Brevig Hlsston 2 104 1 35 SS 2 115 zoa I 

TOTAL T4 '>.TO ff" In '§!il" 1.1')/ J.'120 nra- I 

DISTRICT TOT1'L -n JciiJ 3r sso 9W---t!iir-ntr i!fuo l 

.. 
.. ... .. .... .,, .. • 0 • c 

,• 
'• 
!: 

Appendix Table 14. Subsistence catches (,111 species) for Pilgrim River. Sah10n Late~. t --1.f_ontlnued) an<l Tellr.r, ~1963-1976)~~~ , ... 4 , . 
llo. of Catch/ I ... 

Location Flsherir.en Flshenncjl Kln!J Red Coho Pink Cl\u111 TOTAL ' 

1966 
,~ ,. ,, 

Pf l 9rfo1 River 1 sa 5 1 ' 14 84 295 4D5 
~~-
.;. . 

Snlmon Lake 4 32 0 123 2 0 2 127 :' 
TOTAL n- -11r T -uo- Ir -irr '[(j{ -nr ' l. 

Teller 13 31\8 2 702 705 645 2,3•)3 4,521 \' 

ercv I !I Hiss ton 2 291 3 HiO 95 130 135 581 \, 

TOTfll. ~ y.q- -s- 810" run>- Tis D'Jil- nor 
!R DISTRICT TOTAL ~i:' m Tlf 1:01lif a!lr ~~- "2·;u'Jr ·Pii~ '· 

1967 
'\ 

Pll !)rim River 4 22 1 51 4 5 21 118 
Slllr:1on l•ke ~ 32 0 2n6 z 0 0 2RS 
TOTAL Tr 34· ....,- -:rj)· -i- --,- -,.r -rtr 
Teller 6 629 5 ~ 226 762 l~ l . 3,776 1 

! 
DISTRICT TOTAL w '-4r Ti • t '2"3r 167- l, J 'f,l'Sr ·-

!2.~ 
Pll!)rlm River l 22 3 34 4 7 1? 67 
S,)ln10n Laka l 25 0 73 I 0 0 14 
lOfAL -6 -,.·.r -3- lifr -r --r II)- --,~11-

Toller 11 249 25 361 75 1.s~2 730 2,741 
Brr.vi!) Hlsslon 7 11 J 12 2:!0 53 537 M7 7M 
TOT/1l 111' W& "J~ -stn- l}if" Bi\) if if!l!I" ~1-
DISTRICT TOTfll ~".\' n,J ~I • -Gu·u rJT· , 'JuG- wr :r ,1ii1 



tlo. of 
~OC.ltfon Fhhcm.cn Re_!! Coho Pink Chum TQTAL 

1976 

Teller 6 1.034 4 200 0 200 s,eoo 6,201 
Brevig Hlsslon 

r 1,C114 f "'"'200 n· ~ -i;;uoo 6-;-204 TOTAL 

Pll 9rlm River 8 67 2 53 20 236 226 537 
S.i lr.on lake 1 39 ' 33 0 0 0 39 
TOTAL ~- !06 ! ~ '-Cl 7.36' 226 :11-r-
DISTRICT TOTAL 1-!i- -Z5Z- -, 291 20 -""ii3·r 6;026- Pao 

• 
Appendi x Table M. Subsistence catches (a ll species) for Pilgrim River. Salmon lake 

·.JsontlnucdJ__ Md Ta11er1 (1963-1976). 

lie.of Catch/ 
Loe a tlon fl shcrrr.cn fi shermen Kln!J Red Coho Ptnk Chum Total 

!ill. 
Tcl1P.r .. 7 44Z 0 6S 207 75 Z.661 3.091 I 

llrevl9 Hlssl on 1 250 4 0 101 0 145 ?.SO ! • 
DISTRICT TOTAL n- 4l8 ;r -r-a !lie 7r ~~lib n-;;r ,. ... .. 

1973 \ ~. 

Tol lcr 4 r.a4 22 46 280 424 1,562 . 2,33' 
6rev lq 111ss Ion 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ' OISTRICT TOTAi. r m ~ w 2110 m r.m r.nr 1• 

~ 1974 

To ller 7 218 0 0 62 12 1,445 1,529 
Salinon like 4 1 0 23 0 0 0 28 
Bro vi 1J llhs ton 2 605 0 0 0 2 ~·~o~ 1.210 

., 
DISTRICT TOTAL 1r '2l )' 0 ~ ~ Ir . - '£,/"G7- : 

1975 
\'• 

Tol lcr 1 310 0 ZIG 5 • 743 1,20') 2, 173 
Orovl'.I tllsston 2 15l 0 0 0 0 JDS JDS TOTAL . if ':!)) 0 ff6' -5 T4J CTf4' }';478 

rllQrlm River ?. JB 0 l 0 0 75 76 
Sa ltnon Lake 6 5 0 21 0 0 0 ?.7 
TOTAL JC -n· Ir - 1.11· 0 -o· · 1i; 1 u.,--
DISlHlCT lOTAl .,..,- )1l -o- r.1~- -)- t:rr 'OiO- r;Tu1--

. 
r 
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Appendix T•blc 15. Cnmparat lvc rod salmon 1orl11 survoy counts and subs istence cAtches, 
Purt Clarr.nco Distr ict, 1963· 1976. 

Acr I a I SurVJlY. Counts Subslst,nco C4tch 
Sa lrron- Gran"d"ccnTr.1-r- Pnyr1m River Toll,~ 

Yur La~n River Tota l Ora naiJc B rev .!.!L!!Ls s Ion Total 

1963 • OGG 620 1,486 3,586 1,200 4,866 
1964 76 590 666 1,475 0 1,475 
1965 250 160 410 1,267 537 1,804 
1966 1, 120 370 1 ,490 IJO 070 1,000 
1967 12') ZllO 40') 337 1 ,731 2,063 
1960 830 645 1,475 107 sin 608 
1969 24 171 195 55 128 18) 
1970 s¥a 1/ 

1.Mo 
62 526 538 

1971 i~Y 127 723 850 
1972 6GO 980 0 68 68 
1973 I, 7"7 601 2,354 0 46 46 
1974 020 0 820 . 28 0 28 
1?75 537 123 660 20 216 244 
1976 132 22 154 5) 291 30 

M llo survey n\lde. 
y Ooo t survey: 
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~onsir.ted ~~ ,dried fish. All ~rt1ons are utilized, e.g. tho 

flesh fs dried ;ind used for both hurniln and animal consumptioD, 

~~ile the head and viscera are fed to doss. 

It fs. dif!icult to calcu\ Jte the value or the subsistence 

fishery in terms of dollP.rs to the residents of this area. 

However, if subsistence fishermen had 'to purchase a protein 
•' "'l'i' 

food in the place of their subsistence sal~~n catch, this ffshery 

would pro!>olb ly ri vol l the va 1 ue or the co:rmerci 11 l fishery . In somt! 

years the nu:nl>crs or salnY.>n tolken for subsistence ir. the Kotzebue 

Sound ~rea exceeds the cor.:ncrcilll catch. ~ubsistence catches of 

salir.:in 3nd other fish Nerc especiatly important in 1976 due to 

reduced nur.:!>crs or caribou. 

All available subsistence chum salr.10n catches arc prcsentcd 

in Appen'.llx Table 23. The 1957 studies of Raleigh document 

estir,~tes of avera~e annual subsistence c~tches for recent years 

prior to 1957. The methods ilnd co~•pletencss of this survey were 

not fully docl:r.!!ntcd. ne catch estimates ~:ere obtained fro:n 

interviCltS of a certain percentage of each villal)e population. 

The interv1c:1 data was then expended to include t he entire 

villn9c, Possit>le large errors in the estlnii\t1on of tot<ll catches 

could have occurred. 

.,. 
'• ,1. 

Comrrr.rcfal Fishery-other species 

Other species of f ish that a·re harvested conrr.crcfally incluc!e 

sheefish and Arctic char. .The Arctic char fishery h incidental 

to the cO!r.l'~rc1al salmon fishery. In 1976 no coimoercial landings 

or incidentally caught flrctic ch;ir ttere recorded. There were 

Arct1c char being caught dur1ng the last week of the co~erffal 
' 'I 

soilmon fishery, but the fishermen utilized them for personal u~e. 

The shecfish fishery is generally considered a winter fishery. 

This fishery h re9ulated by pemit end area to be fished 1"1ith an 

area quota of 25,000 pounds In effect. Dur ing the winter of 

1!>7!i-1 'l7G, !i56 sheefish, avera9ing 9. 0 pounds, l'lerc harvested . 

The b~l k of thh h;irves t tins 1'.11lrkctcd and so 1 d loco 1 ly ti! th som~ 

shecfish flo'A'n fn the round to marketing outlets in falrbanks and 

A~choragc (Tabla 23). 

Subsistence Fishery-salmon 

Subsistence salmon fishing has long been an i~portant food 

gatherillg activity for the Eskilll(I people of the Kotzebue district. 

Remnants of salmon spears and nets have been found in old villo9e 

sites on the 1:obulc River thilt date back to 1250 A.O •• At present, 

subsistence fishe:ir.en use set gill nets end beach seines to 

catch Silll:l)n in tho boys aind rivers. Ncilrly 1111 of the catch 1s 

96 • ... . '• 



this is expected to result 1n less subsistence fishing effort 

in the futuro. 

ln 197G, 15,7GS ch111:1 saltr0n were harvested for subsistence 

pvrposes by 91 f lsherr.:en . The subsistence harvest Is annually 

tssesscd either by personal lntervle:-is or catch cal endars. The 

::ersonal lntervf0\1 1s the predo:rifoant r.:C.lnS or' g11thorlng this 

1nforeltlon. Appendix Table 2~ presents n:ean catches per f1shennen 

(fishing fanl ly) for the seven villages surveyed annually since 1!62. 

The 197G subsistence harvest of 15,765 chll!ll salmon represented 

a decrcose fro~ the 1!175 harves t . The 1976 harvest was 1pproxiJ11.ttely 

JZ;: bel ow the recent S·year a\'era!)' or 23,2Gt1 (flppendlx Ti\blc 25) • 

(sc.lper cnts 

Curing 1~7G, aerial surveys were conducted of key tributaries 

a~ ~ell as the rnA1n streams of the Kobuk and lioatllk River 

syster.a and the lnmachuk River of southern Kotze!>ue Sound. 

Aeri41 and foot survey cO'Jnts of spawnin!J chuci S41P'On 1n 1976 

are presented In T:blc 10. 

Chlf.!I sal~.on cscapet:ients Indices recorded for the Noatak 

and r.o~~k nlvcr systt':llS were respecttvely 32% and 70% below 

prfllury brood year abundance Indices. The lloatak Rher cscape­

s:cnt• 1ndcaes for lg76 w;is 52: below c~crable annual average 

Indices. A?pcndlx Table ZG represents co:::;>arat\vo csc4peCl'!nts 

for tho 19G2·197G period. 

, tfl . . . 

Catches durtng the period 1962-1976 we~_ obtained by the 

Alaska Departll!C!nt of Fish and ~me. The catches were tabulated 

by di rect counts ~r i ai::"On. Interviews, or by the return of 

catch fonns tliat were distribute..! to the fishenr.cn who are not 

contacted b) lntervl~rs. On the ;1asfs of observ11tions and 

analysis of catch records, It wos est\111'..tled that the recorded 
\\ 

catches represented at least 70 perce11t of the 11ctu41 harvest. 
' 

The villages or Deering, Bucl:land, Candle and Sh1sh~rcf ttere 

not surveyed until the 1965 season. 

The estimated average annual catch, both c~reial and 

subsistence, of chum sal~on ~n the Kotzebue Sound drolnase dur1np 

the 19G2·1!17G period~:~~ slfghtly less than one·half or th~t for 

the 19.57 study., i nere is insufficient inforr..\tl on to dctemine 

whether this apparent decl.lnc in ca~ch Is a result or less ff:;hfng 

effort, fe1<1er available salmon, errors in catch estimates or a 

c0111blnat1on of .all or these factors. 

Al though there Is no ffsMng effort or other dct.i avai111!>lc, 

there is some indication th11t the de~endence on subsistence 

fi shing hes declined in this region during recent years as a 

result of increased wolfcre payir.ents and r."Ore c:iploy;i:cnt opportunities. 

1-'otorhod snow vehicles arc beginning to r11placc sled dogs 1n11 

'"· ., 
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Appendi x T~blc 23. Subsistence and cc~rcfal shceffsh catches Appendfx Table 23, Subs istence and c~rcial shccfish catches, 
(continued) Kotzebue distrfct, 1966- 1976. · ' Ko t zebue dis tri ct , 1966-1976. 

9 :>· 9U - (,, .. Fish err.en :11d>cr of Flshl!l'l!!t!n- Number of Ffshe~r· ilumbcr of Ffshcrl':l!n !lurobcr of 
\'i 1l1111e lntl!rviewed Sheefish lntcrviftled Shecffsh Vfl laoC! t n ten~ ~1ed Sheef1sh lntervi eo.~ed Shi!efh!I 

Sl.mS!SW:CE SllllSISTEllCE 
tioorv11: 3Z 5,975 Zl 2, 213 Noorvik 28 3,792 35 1, 910 

!:ton~ Z!i 1 ,OGO 17 307 Kinna 19 925 25 7GG 
/\:) 1 or 13 711 6 350 f.mbl er 11 194 14 5~9 
Sh:znr,Mk 20 671 10 639 • Shungnak 11 lGG 13 837 
J:e.)u!: 5 b06!l 7 lZ t:obul: 7 !J9 5 270 

S:zbtot<1 l 95'- ,4ur 6i !;12T Subtotal 76 r.176(6- 10/67) 92 4,342(6·10/GS) 

Sc 1e1ti1; 27 3,t.lG . ·:: Sel11wil: 29 7, 1G4(3-11/G7) 3S 5,030('· ll/5C) 
l:ot:c!luo 33 682 18 311 t:ot?cbue 30 10.a.IJGC( 10/GG- t.e 21,871 ( 10/57-

Tot~ ls 15'5 1l, Sll3- 79 J.8jZ Tote ls ns 22 ,400 5/G7) l'fii Jl ,293 7/53) 

f O: ;: ;; .?.f .l{~I:. 
!i CO::t{ERCTflL · 

17 2 ,375(10/67-f:ot:CJllC 456 11 2,325 ·-i:o tr.cbuc 10 92Z(l0/G6· Cl\:·.t·incd !i/G7) 9/G:J) 
0 TOi!.L,L _ -rru- M,039 !io r.n-r i)· Combined - fiTz2 lfill!!..L- M !i 195 33.66:1 s:::istsm.:_::1 1973 .!.ill. 

r:~orvil: 19 12~1.r1 illQ. (, 3S4 Zl 519 SU3SISWICt i:l~n.1 25 1 !i !il - 11oorvl f 20 1,324 t.G 7, 121i 
;..~ :ilcr 5 63 10 Z!i7 Klena zz 409 25 790 
Shungni:k 9 195 7 127 Ambler 20 S!i4 12 lZS 
1:o:iu:: 7 22G 5 100 Shungnak 17 530 19 Goa 

Sutitotal 'GS r.ua-rr !ii r.oi~- 1:obul: ll 553 4 158 
Subtot~l 90 r;J7'\i(l0/G6· 1W ~ 

Scl~1tfk 12/69) 
J:o~z~~ue - r - Sc 1.,11{ le 35 4, 1'10p· l 1/G9 29 1,501 

Totals 6~ nuu ~ l .• ~G2 • Ko tzebue 19 4 352 10/68- 33 3.520 
Totals I l'lfii 1f,-ij)'i 12/6!)) 163 1!:92T Cl)!:!ti:CJ,\!.. 

1:ot irbuo G 
cm."'.£~~ Co;-~1 l ncd 

Kouo uc Z,20G(10/G8· 4 350(1/70· 
TOTALS 71- r.mro ~ • 1.oGz · 12/G9) 12/70) 

Combined m TOTALS ·W 14,078 14,270 

.. 

~ 

°' 
ns, ,,.,, 



.. Ap~end11. Table 23. Subsistence and cc:irncrc1al shecf1sh catches, 
(Continued) Kotzebue dtstrtct, 1966·1976. 

~ e 0 .... .... N N co N ~ "' ... "' co .. M M ~ "' - N - Fishcnr.~ tlumber of Fishcrm~ 11'.:c.'>er of· 
I V111a Intcmc~1cd Shecfhh lnt~.r..v1cwcd Sh!!efi ~h 

N 
\:> 

"' ~ 
.., 

co 0 '° 
.., .,, 

~ IO SUBSISTE:ICE 0\ 0\ \0 N 
,., c . - ... N N .., N -NOOr"Vik- 22 660 G 210 .. 

~ Kian.l 15 6C 20 50 ... , Ambler 12 rn 8 60 ., s ... "' 0 ~ '° .... • IO Shun!in•k 14 540 15 539 - "' ... N 0\ .... - 0 
"O - N - N Y.obuk G 255 0 99 
CJ Subtot.l 1 .69 1,6Jr rr 9Gr 
::> 
D 
CJ ... ... Selawik .... "' N • 0 co 0\ "' "' 0 

~I 
0 c; 0\ "' .. N ,., Kotzebue - -~ N 

c Totals 69 T.Uf -;,- %6"" 

~ ..:. co:r.·IERC !AL 
"' co 0 ... N IO "' cs CJ C' .. ., N .., 

'° ... C" -r.otzcbuc 14 2,6JJ(12m 2 566 
~ co - 6/75) .... Combined ... TOT1\LS 83 4 l w -r.wr ... .... 
c. ..:. g 0 0 "' n 0 "' C • c;; N ..:. \t> N ;! @' .c .. N N N SU!lS I STEllCE ... .. -Nour"VTf. 
~ 
u Kiana 
c Ai1bl cr 
.§ :; "' 0 0 s 0 "' Shungnak 0\ - ;:: N ;;; ~ 0 

"' "' N N N 1:ob:ik ... 
g Subt1tal 
.c 
u Scl a1tlk 
CJ .... 0 
u \0 0 0 ~ .. .... 

~ 
Y.otzcbuc 

.:: C' "' CIO ~ 0\ ~ \0 Tota ls CJ \0 ., 
..5 ... - c: CQ1r-1£RCl"L ... :> 

D Kotzcbue :> c 

"' ~ Cor.ihlncd (!! 
.,, 

~ 
.,, 

~ \0 ,.., TOTfiLS .; ::i '": \0 M l"'I " "' ::i ::i .c 
N .... ., c 
:;; ,.:. ... 
"' ro ... ... ... 
w u M :> " - ~ 

.,, .# ~ "'j ,, 
" .Q M ... 

c .:! .. !! t ~ " C'> M :lh: 8. .. - c: :> - .. .. 0 :!. ~ 
:» .0 

Q. - ~ :!il :'i 6i ~ ~ · : > ¥ ,. 
C) 



I 4,304 2.167 

Kiana 3, 137 1,973 783 1,598 433 1,489 , . Z,41lS 2,458 

l.tnbler y 755 2,142 1,340 912 67') 457 3,525 

Shun!)nak J./ 1,240 3,134 2, 160 ll'.l9 1,500 1,600 Z,550 

Kobuk 2,321 
l:obuF. ltivcr 

200 1.020 877 li7..5 - 175 ' l.!lJO 

TOTAL 21,393 a,472 9,246 11,571 ,6,010 6, 193 7,999 11,489 

tioa td: J,Vcr 
: j; : .') 

' TOT, 48,090 16,762 12,763 5,671 19 ,700 26,S'IZ 5,490 14,458 
il I 

Kotz\?bue r.,sns 7,753 8,058 3,MO 4,032 4,324 1,768 

Deerfn;i 5,200 6,23a 3,098 2,838 1,897 
~ 

Bucklanci 162 37 

Cindie 11 89 200 

Shishmaref JOO 37 

DISTRICT 
TOTAL 701233 31,069 2'J.L762 JO,fil)Q J5,5B!l 40,1oa__z~au 29,SIZ 

M Hot surveyed. 
}j Represents catches of the vfll.l!JC or llo11tak; <0,6!ll chum~ taken during 1961. 

''----.....::....---------- -------------- ----·· ... ... ·--·-- -----
Appcndh To\blr. 24. Subsistence chum s~lmon catch per fi shcrm.\n, t:otzobuc district, 
(continued) 1962-1976. 

VI 11.iqit 1971 197Z 1973 19M 1975 191..L 

~tzebuo 53 GJ 195 )} )} JJ 
tloatak 148 74 36 393 138 212 

lloorvtk 223 M· 121 324 210 259 

Klan• 207 84 178 101 288~ 79 
.: 

Ambler 177 ?.H 305 165 282 250 

Shun9nAk 133 266 4&9 891 647 281 --· Kobuk 306 302 273 450 293 70 ~ 

~ tlo survey. 
y !lumber of flshcnrA:n unkno~n. 
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N 

? 

1 

~:tlataf. P.fvcr ~stem 
~;Jafok P.i vcr(bc10i.-
1:e lly Rive,. 
Eli Rlv1?r 
1:cl l1 P.iver&lal:e 
TOTAL 

l<:obult River mt'!l..... 
iia in r.cbuk ver 

::outh toKobuk 
t.:obuk to Pah River 
r~~ River to Just 
below Selby R1ver 
Selby River inouth and 
Slough 
Selby River mouth to 

" j:.ist below Beaver R. 

400 

2,,575 
., 
' 1,750 ' 630 

1,095 ' 460 
- 118 

Seaver ?.Iver rr4ulh 
A~ovc eeaver River 
iUTAL 1!aln Kobukl'~u-ve_r __ r..w 465 

2 ' . ----0-j; 7,985 ~.150---i-;u4 

Squirrel Rher 
Sa ln:ori R Iver 

16,050 
12,936 

2,200 8,009 
1,535 9,353 

Tutuksul< Rhc,.;..r...,,,... ___ ..;.; 
iOlACm~n. System 

10,C41 670 2,€35 
6z;9){y---s,'9·.ro-;-ta,or2 

.. 
7,23gy 
1,51J -

11,480 

lJ Poor survey conditions or incomplete survr.y. 
'll Probably represents over-estlaRte and Includes sonc sheeflsh. 
"If Counts have been rr.vlsed .ind arc now correct. 

Ci .e 

1,350 
3,957 
1,303 
8,164 

. ... ... 

1,6,25 

75 HO 
795 1,550 

-
2,495 

3,332 6,'746 
2, 117 J,367y 

169 823 
8,113?1 u.3o~ . 

--. . .. '• 

0 

Appendix ldble 25. Kotzebue district suh~istcncc churn Sdlmon c.1tches, 1962-1976. 
(continued) · I 

fishermen 
\'i ltage 1970 1971 1272 197} 12Z4 12ZL-1.!>L6 ln.~t:[i ha1td(J976) 

::oorvlk G,071 7' 144 1,774 2 • 31.! 6.809 4,620 1,555 6 

Kl.ina 3,457 5, 177 1,435 4,470 2, 726 4,320 1,579 20 

Ar.lb 1 er 2,899 2,299 1,469 1,529 1,651 3, 390 2,000 a 
Shun9nak 3,450 2,653 2,G65 4,406 6,213 9,060 4,213 15 

Kobuk 
Kobuk River 

600 1,9Jl_t.112 l.9Jl_?,.251 1,755 561. B 

TOTAL 16,403 19,20.\ 9,462 14,63.4 19,680 23,145 9,909 57 

r:onttl: vver / •t 
TOTAi. 4,1?.0 9,919 741 216 4,330 1,515 4,448 21 

1, 1· . 
Kotzebue 6,184 1,737 I, 151 1,17'1. )J y y .. ,~ 
Dccr ln'J 1,242 763 369 1,090 1 ,!!BO 1,175 1,358 12 

Buckl •nd 344 155 59 1,722 639 1,540 

Candle 113 . so 15 y y y 50 .. .. .. 
Shhh111arcf ]31 _J.9 1.Q.Q __ 20!)___2,ll) 

DISTRICT 
TOT1\I. 2!1 . 406 31195') I I ,Q!',.5_JMJ.~_?5., 77.2 ~z .r.11~ 1 5 .Ui~ 21 

I/ llot $UrveyeJ. 
~/ Roprc~i:nts t•Hthc~ of tho v1114'.JO of lloat.1k; (0,69J chum' t'lt:cn clurlnq 1961. 

,, 
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PREFACE 

Thh NPOrt PrHtftts all available 1nfon11ation conctn1in9 tllt 

1111na9ement of C011111trcial and subsistence fisheries in th• Kuskolcwio 

district. Although data fl'O!ll many special research projects are included 

1n th1s report, co~lete doc11111ntation of these projects and results 

w111 be presented in separate reports. All catch data tables are bastd 

upon· f1e;d data. 

Data presented in thf s report supercedes infon:iat1on found fn 

previous management reports. An atte:npt has been made to correct erroM 

in previous reports and previously unrecorded data have been incorporated 

into this report which are so Indicated by appropriate footnotes. 

This report 1s organtzed tnto the following major sections: 

1. District tntroductinn. Thts ts a general and brief description 

• of the area, inhabitants, fishery resources, ftshertes and 

management practices, 

2. District Suim1arx . Thts section su:marizes current year data 

for the area and makes cor.1parisons with previous yeaM. 

3. Subdistrict Reports. There are several unique and separate 

fisheries in the ~istrict and separate comprehensive reports 

art presented for each. 

tn order to facilitate use of this report. the tabular data has 

been separated Into current year tables and appendix tables where annual 

comparisons are made . Tht text for each ~ajor section fs follovtd by 

cuM"tftt year tables and thtft appendix tables. 

The following ts an explonatfon of how effort and catch per unit 

effort data, presented throughout thfs report, have been derived. Total 

boat (or flshe!'lll.'ln) hours are cOl!l;>uted by arbftrarlly assuming that ff a 

fishtng boat delivers tn any 24 hour fishing period, It fished the 

., 1. 



C~l'cfal F'fsl!t!'Y 

Although tht Kuskokwf111 dfstr1ct coanrcfal ffshtl"1 fs the oldest fn 

t1!t AYK f"e9fon wfth catches "ported 11 early as 1913, C011111trcfal ffsll1n9 

dfd not Nturt for a half·c~tury. For 1111ny YHl'11 Sllllll c011111trci1l 

111ftd-cul't operations wtl't conducted 1n or near Kuskokwf• Bay whilt tilt 

~ustokwfm Rtvtr f1shtl"1 """4tned vfrtually undeveloped. During tilt 

1930's when do9 teams were intensely utilized for freight hauling, a 

"qu11i-c:011111erci1l" ffshtl")' operated in the McGrath area for the sale of 

dried, subsistence caught salmon for dog food. However, this ffshel")' 

declfn~ with tht dog teams and the Kuskokwfm dfstrict 1xptri1nc1d 

lfttle additional comnerctal effort untfl Alask~ became a state more 

than twenty years later. 

C0tm:ercf1l salmon fishing acttvfty has gl'OWTI significantly sine• 

statehood as dfstrfct ffshennen have been making the difficult transition 

from a su~ststence cul~ure to a cash economy. This has affected fishing 

effort, resulting fn a trttm!ndous expansion fn fishermen numbers and in 

increased, sustained effort. ffshtng vessels have re1111ined virtually 

unch1nged over tht ye1rs, but tncre1sed utfliratfon of highly lllObflt 

nylon drift nets has greatly improved the efficiency of the fleet. 9f 

course, the overall expansion of the cor.mercfal ff~hery could not have 

been accomplfshtd without improvt111tnts in processing and tendtrfng 

f1cilities that have occurred throughout the district (Appendix Table 

1) . 

King, rtd, coho, pfnk and chUlll salinon art or prfmary COlll!lercial 

1i9nific1nct in the Kuskokwi111 district, Although these fish are COlmltrctally 

uttlhtd locally to 1ome extent, the / ;st rn1Jorlty are tr1nsported from 

the district as a fresh or frozen pl'oduct. Shttfi~~ and ~hf teff sh are 

h1rvested incidentllly to the salmon catch, ho1o1Cver, a 11mfted fall end 

'· 

winter •w111tefi1h ffshtl")'" ts conducted to satisfy local market rtq~ire:itnts. 

Sub1i1tenC9 Ff th!!'.Y 

District residents have long depended upon the fishery resources as 

a source of food. Until l'tlatively recently, traditf o~al fishing met~ods 

and rnattrfals limited the size and scope of the fishery. Spears, dfp 

nets, rtsh traps, and willow or caribou strip gfll nets wen1 slolfly 

supplanted by rnon1 effic1ent linen gill nets enabling the fishel")' to 

expand tremendously. Wh1tefish, cisco, black f1sh, pfke, burbot, and 

sheef1sh have been historically utilized along wfth salmon, partfcularly 

chU111 sal1110n. Recent improvements in fishing 9e1I', notably the fnt:-cduc~fcn . . 
of nylon gfll net webbing, have fncreased the availability and importance 

of king salmon since statehood'. Estimat~d peak subsistence salmon 

harvest levels wen1 reached during the 1930's coincfdentally with the 

qu1si-cOtm1Crci1l McGrath fishery, but harvest trends indicate~ 1 continuing 

. decline in°to the 1940's. Little additional catch data Is avafhblc for 

the twenty ye1r span prior to statehood (Appendfx Table 1): 

Today th• dependence on fish for personal use re:n1ins as fmport1nt 

11 rnoney realt~ed from the comercial fishery. However, several hcton, 

as yet not totally defined, are affecting the complexion of the subsistence 

fish~ry. These factors include: 

(1) lncl't1sing cOll'l!llrci1ltzation of subsistence products. 

(2) Cultural changes of local residents. 

(3) Various Stitt and Federal soci1l·1ld programs. 

Any e11n1gtr.1tnt or the Kuskokwim district fishery resources ll'!YSt 

take into account the growing • and changing • requirt!!!ICnts of the 

tubsfstenct fishery, 

'• 5 . ... 



., .. ,., .. • 

Subsfstence SaT~n Roe Ff!her;y 

T~e Governor approved legfslatfon on Hay 29, 1975 al lowing the sale 

of subsfstence caught salmon roe wttlltn the AYK 1"e91on. In order to 

aci'nfnfster the Tegfslatfon, the COlll!lissfoner·of Ffsh and Game fssued an 

esr.ergenc:,y re;ulatfon tn June, 1975 whfch controlle~ the purchase and 

sale of subsistence roe 'tn portions of the ' region. 1Tiie key elements of 

the er.iergenc:y regulation were:· 
\, 

1) Pennfts are required of all persons or CO!"Panies purchasing or 

processing subsi stence-caught roe. 

2) Revocation of pennits upon violation of pennit tenns, regulations 

or laws. 

3) Strict reporting requirements in regard to amount of subsfstence­

C3ught roe fn order that estimates of subsistence harvests can 

be made. 

4) Prohfbitfon of subsistence-caught roe sales when subsistence . 

harvests are likely to exceed traditional personal use needs . 

5) Prohfbftfon of subsistence-caught roe sales fn districts and 

subdf strlcts where sal~on runs are especially vulnerable to 

ovcrharvest or where subsistence catches In the past have been 

neglfgfble. 

Numbers of salr.10n were •bac~·calculated" from reported subsistence roe 

poundages by utilizing in-season sampling of the various runs. Therefore, 

e'timates of the subsistence harvest were possible and were available 

for in-season management purposes. Attachment 1 presents a comprehensive 

review o! the "subsistence roe fhhery". 

Mtnooement 

The Dfvfsion of Corrrnercfal fisheries of the Alaska Department of 

Fish and Ga::1e is responsible for the 1111n19e:nent of the comnerc11l and 

subsistence fisheries wfthin the Kuskolcwim distrfc~. The pennanent 

staff assigned to thfs district includes one management biologist and 

~ research bfologfsts . In addition, 10-15 temporary sumr.tr employees 

are hired each season t~ assfst the pennanent staff fn condu~fng various 

management and research studies. 

The ma1n objective of the Department's program ts to rnan!ge the 
' 

cO!lll'lercfal salmon fisheries on a sustained yield basts fn addf tfo~ to 

obtaining needed •infonnation to detcnnfne the potential for' comncrcial 

fisheries on under utilized specfes such as herring, char and whitefis h. 

Present c0tm1ercfal salmon fishing regulations are stfll relatively 

restrfctfve fn order t o insure that sufficient salmon are provided for 

subsistence fishery and spawning ground requirements . 

The b1sfc rcgul1tfon that governs the cetm11rcfal sal~ harvest fn 

all districts fs"the scheduled weekly ffshfn9 porfod. Cor.:::ercial ffshfng 

ts normally allowed from 6 hours to four days a week during the open 

season, depending upon the sub-district and species fnvolved . Fishfn9 

effort usually occurs during the entfre run and not Just during any 

particular segment of the run. Occasionally more, or less, fishing t1r.ie 

ts allowed, depending upon ffshfng conditions, the strength of the runs 

or spawning escapements as deteMnfned by special studies conducted by 

the Department. 

Due to the vast size ~f th• area and the turbid nature of many 

streams, accurate estimates of the silt ~f sallllOn runs and the spawning 

escapements are difficult to obtain. Fishery 1114na9ement fs also h~pered 

by the relative lack of comparative catch and return information since 

all the ffsneries were either initiated or expanded through regulation 

changes since 1961 and 1962. The management problem ts further co~pounded 

by having to proYfde sufffcfent escapement after co:miercfal fishing for 

the l:nportint subsistence fishery IS wtll u fo r spa11nfn9 purposes. 



Subsistence Ff s~ery 
I 

~: The annual sul'Yey of the Kuskokwi~ River subsfstenct 

fishery was initiated in 1950. Curing the early y.-rs. the Oepal"tllllnt 

utilized •smokehouse counts• to detennfne total utilfzatfon of subsfstenct• 

caught fish. In an effort to detennfne additional ;1ming and 1111gnftudt 

data, the Department began .usfng "subststence catch calendars• which are 

dfstrfbuted to ffshenr:en prior to the fishing season. Subsistence 

ffshennen ente~ their daf ly catches of salrrion and non-salmon species on 

the calender. During July and August a Department crew utilizes • cabfn 

skiff to travel more than 350 rfver miles (Eek to Swift Rfver) to collect 

catch da~ fM)m the individual ffshennen in addftfon to r.ecordfng certain 

fnformatfon from non-ffsh1ng famflfes . After the rfver sul'Yey is c~leted, 

catch questionarfts are sent to those fishermen not individual ly contacted. 

In the 1959 Annual Report, a review is presented regarding methods 

used to obtafn subsistence harvest and relat ed fnfonr.atf on. All subsiste~ce 

fnfonnation presented in teb~lar fol"'l!I fn this report, except in Appendix 

Table 17 represents "expanded data•. Thfs includes those families known 

to have fi shed but for one reason or another were not personally c°'.'tacted 

by the survey crew. Catch data for these families are assumed to be the 

same as the averages for the particular village and are included fn lllOSt 

of the tables. 

Reported coho salmon catches are very mfnfmal as the coho salmon 

run occurs after the survey is completed. Most of the coho salmon catch 

data fs obtained from the return of catch calenders. Prior to 1969 , 

little effort was made to dete1T.1ine the coho sal:non ~arvest . The coho 

salr.ion estimates are not included fn the comparative catch tables. 

Catch and Effort : The Kuskokwfm Rfver system's harvest included 

57,917 king saln:on and 223,792 chU!ll sal:non utflfzed by 572 fishing 
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fllllflies during 1975 (Table 11). The king salmon catch was the l argest 

since 1970 and was 33 percent above the recent 15 year average (Appendix 

Table 13). The ch1111 salmon hal'Yest was 18 percent below the hfgh 197~ 

catch, but 8 percent abo~e the recent 16-year average (~ppendix Ta~le 14). 

In order to evaluate the effect of snOW'ftachines on the subsistence 

harvest, all fishing families fn tel'Yiewed since 1957 have been checked 

for the number of snowmachines they owned. The number of f1r.1flies 

ownfng snowmachfnes has more t~an doubled since 1969 (Appendix Table 

15). Average numbers of sn0'!!1Tlachfnes per ffshfng family during 1967-

1975 are ·shown fn Appendix Table 15. 

The publfc relations aspect of the annual subsistence fishery 

survey fs important to the success of the survey ftself and the Depa~nt's 

1111nage1111nt program. By a~y method tested, the results ~f the voluntary 

contrfbutfon of the people .of this progr41!1 are as accurate as the Pf'ple 

are capable of giving . The major problem is that many of the fisher:nen 

are illiterate and speak only Eskimo and ~ave to rel ay much of the catc~ 

fnfonnatfon through t heir school-age chfld M!n, 

, There is still a moderati sale or trading of dried salmon on the 

Kuskokwf~ Rf ver, but is not documented. People from the coastal delta 

villages stf 11 bring their pokes of seal of 1 to trade for dried fish. 

·The l°""r rfver dried fish &M! now primarily .being used for hU!!!&n const.enption. 

The use of the fishwheel to capture salmon fs slowly disappearing 

' from the Ku~kokwim Rfver. Only 8 ffshwheels were used along the survey 

route in 1975, compared to 30 fn 1965 and 65 in 1950. The ff shwhtel is 

being replaced by the much more r.iobfle gill net, whfch involves a lot 

less t fme and effort to oper~te. The use of gill n~ts is a relatively 

new technique for most Kuskokwim Rfver residents . Tht efficiency of tht 

two types of 9ear is difficult to evaluate, as large catches are often 

111~e with both. Table 15 pres~nts an overview o' all the su~sfstence 
' data conducted fn 197E. 

., 



Escaoement 

Kuskokwim River drafnage escapement estimates ft'Olft aerfal surveys 

have proved difficult and costly to obtain. Varying st,.am and veather 

condftions, in addition to pflot and observer 1k111s, often ~ake the 

data difffcult to interpret (Appendix Table 18). Although aerial surveys 

wfll be continued for sor:il streams, emphasis wf11 ,be placed on obtaining 

accurate esc3pement figurts by use of counting towers or weirs on several 

"key• spawning tributaries. 

All the kuskokwim R1ver aerial survey results for 1976 are presented 

1n Table 12. Escape:i:ents of kfngs, chll!IS and reds were generally above 

average as documented by aerial survey. 

A counting tower has ~en operated yearly on the Kogrukluk River 

(Ho11tna River systm) sfnce 19G9 (except 1971). The Ko9rukluk Rfver ' 

crew counted 3,261 kfngs, 9,170 chums, and 4,433 reds. The chum and red 

salmon counts were the hfghest on record, while the kfng count was 

average fn magnftude. 

QUINHAl>AK (SUODISTRICT 4) 

Co!!:!ll!~c1a1 Ff shery 

The Quinhagak fishery is one of two located south of the Kuskokwim 

River muth (Ffgurt 1). Th ts fishery has tradft ional ly bttn •1ery sporadic 

due to unstab1e processfng facflities, however. the co:miercial ffshery 

ha~ stabfl1zed during the past fr:w seasons . 

Ff shfng regulatfons for th1s subd1str1ct are very sfmf lar to those 

found on the Kuskokw1~ River, except that there are no dtst1nct ffshfng 

seasons. Segfnnfng wfth the 1971 season, the blsfc f1shtng pertod was 

r'~~c!d frcr.i ~.o 2'·hour perfods to two 12-hour perfods per week. 

Cccmtrcfal fishing f s all~d only fn Kuskokwfm Bay waters. Thfs fs 

necessary to ensure escapement of adequate nu:nl>ers of sal~n up the 
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na!TOW Kanektok River, The vast majority of gear oper.ated consists of 

drfft gf11 nets that are ffshad at iow tfde fn •gutters• located two to 

three mfles off shore anu next to shore at high tide. Host of the 

ffshfng takes place near th~ mouth. of the Kanektok Rfver. 

The Kanektok Rfver king salmon rvn ts .later than that of the Kuskokwfm 

Rfver and for this reason the Qufnhagak fishery opening ts delayed until 

mfd..June. The del1yed openfng prevents possfblt fnterceptfon of Kuskokwi• 
' 

Rfver fish and afds fn preventing overharvest of the kfng salmon run. 
Ffshermcn were required to use small mesh gear (&·inch stretched 

lllCSh Or smaller) during the entire Coi:r.tercial fishing season. This was 

necessary pri1111rt ly to prtvent selective harvesting of the larger, more 

productive king ,al1110n by the large c:esh nets. Ho"Wtver, the 1:1esh li~f tation 

was also desfgned to increase harvests of the ~re abundant •other 

salmon• species {f,e. red, pink, chum,, and coho). 

The coninercial salmon season was opened on June 21 with two lZ·hour 

fishing periods a week contfnufng untfl July 19 when an additional 12· 

hour perfod was added to tht schedule. (Tablt lft). A total of 14,110 

kings, 6,0~0 reds, 13,777 cohos, 31,412 pinks and 43,659 chla\S totallfng 

109,048 fish was taken. All catches were constderably above the recent 

5 year averages wfth the exception of the red salmon catch (Appendix 

. Table''J) . Fhhel'llltn were placed on lfmft for much of the season by one 

of the major buyers. Connercial fishing effort totaled 191 fisher.::en, 

an a percent decrease from the record 1974 leve ls but stfll above average. 

Subsistence Fishsrx 

Accurate CQ:':Parable subsistence data hos been lackfn9 for the 

Quinhagak subs istence fishery d~ri ng recent years. H~ver, observation 

by the staff fndf cates that dependence on subsistence ff shfn9 has not 

been high. Apparently the greatest lll!lount of fishing effort occurs in 

.. Zl. 
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~•thods used to tabulate catches 111de by Quinhagak ffshennen wert 

sfmtlar to those used for th• Kuskokw1111 Rfver survey. A total of 50 

Quinhagak ff shfng f1111flfts returning catch calendars reported catching 

z.zoo ltfngs and S,950 •other salinon• •• 

Apptndfx Table 17 shows coaiparatfve catth data for 1967·76. 

Escap~ent 

Escaptllltftt counts 1111d1 durfn9 various aerfal surveys of the X.nektok 

Rtver syst• are shown 1n Table lT. Poor·weathtr condftions f,.quently 

hl!:IPt,.d aerfal surveys in the Quinhagak subdts~rfct. The ltfng 11l1110n 

escapement appeared to be at 11ast average in magnitude. Based on 

ccmpar1tiv1 catch date, escapement of all other species W.s probably 

·. ~erage also. 

GOODNEWS SAY (SUBOISTIUCT S) 

Co:miercia1 Fishery 

Traditionally, the 111111 residents from the villages of Goodnews Say 

and Platfn1111 have gone to Bristol Bay each SUlmler to fish or work 1n the 

canneries, leaving the women and chi ldren home to fish for subs istence 

purposes . Prior to 1963, there are no records indicating that cor.:ncrcial 

sal~~n harvests were ever 1111de in Goodnews Bay. The Oepartir~nt held 

public meetings 1n the area during the early 1960's regarding the possibility 

of initiation of a c011111erclal fishery, but the negLtive response from 

village residents plus the absence of saloon buyers precluded this 

developeent. 

In late August of 196B, the c~Tmtrcfal salmon fishing was opened by 

11:11rgenc1 order In Goodnews Bay. This coinnercial fishery was created as 

zz. 
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indicated that a small harvesttble supply of' sal110n was available. 

ffshtl')' has been sporadic 1n nature du~ to inconsistent pnicessing 

caplbf11ties and fnclement weather. · 

The connercfal salmon season was opened June 21. The harvest was 

composed of 4·,417 ltfngs, 5,575 reds, 9,852 cohos, 8,453 pinks and 10,354 

thllllS, tottlfng ~,651 fish. The king salmn catch was 51 pereent above 

the 1975 harvest and 56 percent abovt the.recent ffve·11ar average. 

H=btr:s of reds were 40 percent below the 1974 record level but were 22 

p1ii:1nt above the rectnt average. The coho salmon harvest was 54 percent 

below 1974 record but 6 percent above the ffve-year average, while the 

chi.:m salmon harvest was 37 percent below the 1974 record and 36 percent 

abovt the recent averas~ . Conmercial fishing ttnninated on Septernter 11 

when buyers left the subdistrict (Table l~). 

A total of 40 fishennen made co1111:ercial landings in 1976, 1 decrease 

of 24 ffshe""'n below 1975 levels. 

This fishery has an important potentitl tnforcenient problem, indicated 

by fishenncn's reports of illegal co11111ercfal ffshfng fn the Goodnews 

River. Department personnel held several meetings In Geodncws Bay to 

discuss the ffshlng actf vftles, and toward the end of the sc~son. fl legal 

fishing in the Goodnews River abated s~hat. 

Subsistence Ffshory: 

Subsistence fnform.ition from Goodnews Say was very sparse for 1976, 

Subsistence catches from the subdistrict arc 1lw1ys minimal. 

Escapement: 

£sc1ptll'.ents of all species in the ~oodnews River a~pearcd adequate. 

23. 
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8 •. Commercial and subsiste~ce salmon ~~~'·i~ches by 
statistical area, Kuskokwim distr~ct , 1976. 

,1 

King .. Red Coho ·Pink Chuml/ To ta 1 

lower Kuskokwim 
Commercial 
Subsistence !/ 
Total 

335-20 Middle Kuskokwim· 
Commercial 
Subsistence Y 

"Total 

335-30 Upper Kuskokwfm 
Commercial 
Subsistence !/ 
Total 

·Subtotal Kuskokwfm River 

• 
Commercial 
Subsistence !/ 
Total 

335-40 Quinhagak 
Commercial 
Subsistence !/. 
Total 

335-50 Goodnews Bay 
Commercial 
Subsistence 
Tota 1 

Total Kuskokwim District 
Commercial 
Subsisten'ce !/ 
Total 

27-,418 
46,522 
73,940 

3,317 
9,507 

12,824 

0 
1,888 
l,888 

30,735 
57,917 
88,652 

14,110 
2,217 

16,327 

4,417 
201 

4,618 

2,971 

2 ,911 

2,971 

2,971 

6,090 

6,090 

5,575 

5,575 

49,262 14,636 
60,335 

109,591 14,636 

87,933 
- 3/ . 

87,933 

133 176,727 295,182 
- 140,258 186,780 

133 316,985 48l ,962 

568 
- 3/ 
568 

0 
- 3/ 

0 

1 , 137 
58,537 
59,674 

88,501 
- 3/ 

88,501 

133 177,864 
223,792 

133 401 ,656 

1~,777 31,412 
- 3/. ---

13,777 Jl ,412 

9,852 8,453 
- 3/ 

9,852 8,453 

112,130 39,998 
- 3/ 

112,130 39,998 

43,659 
5,930 

49,589 

10,354 
1 ,428 

ll,782 

231 ,877 
231 • 150 
463,027 

5,022 
68,044 
73,066 

0 
26,885 
26,885 

300' 204 
281,709 
581,913 

109 ,048 
8,147 

117,195 

38,651 
1,62£1 

40,28 f. 

44 7 ,,902 
291 ,48~ 
739,388 

!/ 

!/ 

Subsistence catches contain small numbers of red and pink salmon. 

Expanded data. 
. 

• !/ Insufficient data for valid determination • 



1~,Kuskokw1• River 

Ftshtng Family Data Salmon catch lJ Units of Gear 
Snow- Other y a-1/2 1 5-1/21 Fish 

Vflhge People Dogs Machines Ktng Salmon Coho 3/ Nets Nets Wheels 

Ktpnuk 
75 463 Kwtgillingok 

Konglgon1k 122 439 
Eek 24 134 75 28 3232 3637 . 788 19 15 
Tuntutul hk 29 183 112 36 4807 8390 50 27 25 
Ku i gl uk 29 240 81 37 1613 4044 6 19 19 
Nunapitchuk 33 223 134 54 2578 6466 8S 23 23. 
Atmauthlu1'k 13 82 33 15 1159 336( 85 12 10 
.Napakiak 34 204 83 42 3330 926S 212 32 31 
Oscarvtlle 7 45 31 7 623 2376 40 7 3 
Napaskhk 18 121 63 22 3566 21380 138 18 ·19 
Bethel 97 720 258 105 13215 26S33 437 83 78 
IC we th 1 uk 43 245 203 58 4193 26443 677 41 40 
Aktachak 29 209 91 43 4915 15298 . 7S2 26 25 
'Akiak 22 D5 207 28 3076 12163 174 23 2S . 
Tuluksak 22 169 98 30 1411 11673 160 19 23 
Lower Kalskag 23 139 1 OS .. 26 4S36 17158 11 18 20 

.~ Upper Kalskag 15 83 73 15 1413 8527 167 11 13 w 
• Aniak 14 73 47 13 1490 13355 . 152 10 7 2 

Chuathbaluk 9 58 26 26 657 7824 143 8 8 
tlapa imute 2 7 8 2 420 1636 17 2 1 
Georgetown 
Crooked Creek s 35 • 20 3 264 3236 2 4 1 
Red Devil 3 15 . 13 J l9S 4 231 l J 1 
Slut111ut1 13 57 so 5 3S6 7S71 57 3 13 
Stony Rive r 6 30 36 9 620 5S23 2 7 3 
lfme Vflhge 4 18 33 33 2800 161 6 

Tota ls 494 3225 1880 607 57917 .223792 4312 404 419 8 

ll Expanded d1 ta. 

!/ Mostly chum wf th lesser nuinber of reds, ptnks. and 1 few small kings. 

3/ - Data h very frag•ented ind mtntmal . 



Appendix Table 8. utilization of Kuskokwim River king salmon, 1960-1976 . 

• Conmercial Subsistence 
Year Catch lJ Catchy Total Utilization 

1960 5,969 20,361 26,330 .' 

' 
1961 18,918 30,910 49,828 

, 1962 15,341 14,642 29,983 

1963 12,016 37,246 49,262 

1964 29,017 46,166 

1965 . 21,989 27,143 49,132 

1966 25,545 49,606 . 75, 151 

1967 29,986 57,875 . 87 ,861 

• 1968 34,278 30,230 64,508 

1969 43,997 40,138 84, 135 

• 1970 39.290 69,204 108,494 

1971 40,274 42,926 83,200 

1972 39,454 40, 145 • 79,599 

1973 32,838 38,526 71,365 

1974 18,664 26,665 45,329 

1975 21.120 47,7R4 69 ;504 

1976 30,735 57,917 88,652 

5 year average 30,590 39,209 6~.79~ 

.. 
1/ Subdistricts 335-10, 335-20 and 335-30. 
fl/ .catches are expanded and include all villages surveyed each year. 

Data includes a few villages not included in compara ti ve catch tables . 

• 



Total utilization of Kuskokwim River chum salmon, 1960-1976 

Conmercial Subsistence 
Catchy · Catch ·2/ Total Utilization 

" 1960' 327,297 327,297 

1961 185,447 185,447 

1962 165,626 165,626 

1963 . 141,550 141,550 

1964 189,660 189,660 

1965 283,459 283,459 

1966 174,660 174,660 

1967 148 205,263 205,411 

' 1968 187 260,023 260,210 

,1969 7.165 198,628 205,793 

• 

. 
1970 1.664 245,550 . 247,214 

1971 68,914 116,391 185,305 

1972 78.619 . 120,316 198,935 

1973 148.746 179,259 328,005 

1974 171.887 277, 170 449,057 

1975 181,840 176,389 356,229 

1976 177 ,8fi4 223,792 401,656 

5 yr. average 130,001 173,905 303,906 

·YJJ Subdistricts 335·· 10 and 335-20. 
"'ll Catches are expanded ·and,.include all villages surveyed each year, 

335-10, 335-20 and 335-30 • 



1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 19t:7 1969 1970 

1Cwfgil11ngok, Kipnuk, • 
oY Kongiganak 250 283 54 229 414 205 957 385 1t111 

Eek 1,474~ 2,23s111.06oll 2,697~ 1,857 2,737 2,872 4,375 2,037 2,065 
Tuntutu11ak 226 2,226 842 2,853 1,826 1,978 3,061 . 3,338 2, 195 3,558 
K.asigluk 135 1,215 127 1,302 4/ 513 1,875 2,766 . 2,888 3,931 
Nunapitctiuk61 683 2,042 848 1,874 616 490 2,875 1,926 2,279 4,680 
Atmauthl.ua~ 1,205 .· 
Napakiak 1,830 2,573 2,191 3,148 2,677 1,670 3,592 3,922 2,317 3,546 4,960 
Oscarville 1,968 282 75 309 •. 339 678 301 1 ,327 . 393 457 542 
Napaskiak 536 1,258 759 1,569 2,201 1,412 2,935 3,091 ' 1,647 2,227 3,446 
Bethel 1,923 4,150 1,378 7,019 4,114 3,342 7,604 11 ,772 4,900 7,472 17,026 
Kwethluk 2,692 3,763 2,329 5,050 3,262 4,538 6,135 6,889 " 3,549 3, 187 7,932 
Akilkchak 1,626 3,052 1,800 2,533 3,488 3,952 4,957 5,543 r 3,415 2,602 7,022 
Atfak' 11865 31159 906 2.869 21495 11774 31941 32 790 1 11332 1.215 31290 
Tuluksak 737 1,486 493 1,295 572 i ,019 1,559 I ,)lo~ 1,048 1 .131 i,995 
lower Kalskag 961 571 805 2,661 710 841 1,918 1,733 1,463 2,083 2,146 
Upper Kalskag 667 1,049 

1Vs ~2 1,)4~ 719 1,333 1,699 1,404 1,623 734 
Aniak 1,057 . 688 1, 104 494 2,002 1,415 467 1,406 2,136 
Chuathbaluk 64 54' 10 30 74 29 139 217 40 180 219 

. ~ . Napa11Ute 20 16 44 52 134 z 78 .60 lOO 19 22 
Crooked Creek 747 518 561 859 1,358 363 1,249 638 77 541 684 
Georgetown w, 1ro ~ We 10/ ~ 12 10/ Wt 9 2 
Red Devil lT4 182 ~ 142 . 232 
Sleetnute lli 222 ~1 . ~7 9/ Wt 149 200 267 161 
Stonx Rher 435 25 ~99 101 632 364 191 2.101 105 
Totals 201361 301910 141642 37 1246 29 1017 27 al 43 49.606 s' 1a1s. 30.230 401 l38 69 1204 

• Village 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1976 

Average Average 
Kwigflltngok.Kipnuk 
. kongiganak 241 10 75 10/ Wa 197 330 65.67 
Eek 1,882 1,969 1,981 2.356 2. 0 3,232 2,286 2,566 
Tuntutultak 1,841 3,214 2.859 1,577 3,492 4,807 2,289 3,292 
IC.as f gluk 1 ,64S 1,292 1,864 l ,411 1,713 1,613 '1,609 1,579 
llunap,i tchuk 1,970 2,496 2,663 1,165 2,092 2,578. 1,916 1.945 
AtNuthluak§/ 548 864 1,106 382 1,042 1,159 931 .. 861 
Napakiak 1.868 2.009 1.763 1,224 2,a64 3,330 2,719 2,473 
Oscarvtlle 570 196 586 180 891 623 573 5~ 
Napaskiak 1,916 1,578 2,048 900 2,308 3,566 1.902 2.25a 
Bethel 8,731 8,371 B,898 4.631 11 .688 13,215 6,907 9,84.5 

· · ICwethluk 5,564 5, 137 3.444 2.694 3.179 4, 193 4,534 3,355 
Akflkchak 4,818 3,872 2,592 1,726 3,534 4,915 3,662 3,392 
Akiak 21688 11899 11895 11292 2,837 31076 2,366 21402 
Tuluksak 1,280 l ,318 1,322 883 l.338 1,(l\ 1.212 ',21\ 
lower ~ lskag 2.355 2.604 1,309 1,586 2,755 4,536 1,583 2,959 
Upper ~ lsklg 601 401 938 463 1,752 1,431 1,026 1,215 

· Aniak 1.011; 2,105 1,030 l,952 l,391 1,490 1,126 1,611 
Chuathbaluk 179 261 942 674 594 657 174 642 
Napamute 11 20 \3 6 226 420 43 217 
Crooked Cree!t 291 183 269 650 239 264 596 384 
Georgetown 0 0 0 ,, 10/ 101 4 10/ 
Red Devil 135 182 138 Ios 023 195 168 141. 

... . . Sleetmute 181 g9 504 269 256 . 356 277 294 
.. Ston' River 2 1 sa!.!! · 95 287 439 861 653!.!/ 524 651 

42,926 46, 145 38 .526 1b,665 47 I 984 ~7 ,917 38.757 •4. 122. 1ota s 

~ Included with other vila9es. 
Does not include 1965 

• ~ Estimates based on catch data through 1969 

~ Included with (ek 
Does not include 1964 

~ New vilh9e of Atrnau ltluak segregated fn 1970 from parent vtlhge of llunapitchulc. 

~ 
Included with lower Kalskag · 
Docs not include 1962 and 1963 
Included with Red Devil 

l~ Data not available . 
!Y includes Lime Vlllago . 

' 
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Year 

1967 
With snowmachine 
Without sno~achine 

1968 
With snowmach1 ne 
Without snowmachine 

1969 
With snowmachine 
Without snowmachine 

1970 
With snowmachine 

~ Without !;nowmachine 

1971 
With sno\'nnachine 
Without !;no\'.machine 

I 1972 
With snO\'f'tTlachine 
Without snoMnachine 

1973 
With snowmach1ne 
Without sno\'nnachine 

1974 
~Ji th snowmachine 
Uithout snowmachine 

Families People Dogs 

159 
374 

158 
191 

287 
212 

361 
128 

278 
85 

343 
81 

337 
68 

410 288 
2,264 1,963 

1,100 808 
2,247 2,052 

1,097 876 
l,208 1,173 

1,962 1,413 
1,201 972 

2 ,459 1,504 
734 601 

2,096 
508 

949 
328 

2,246 1,375 
429 283 

2, 153 1,339 
350 '. l58 

• 

Snow-
ma ch 1 nes 

375 
0 

494 
0 

385 
0 

506 
0 

491 
0 

Average per family 
Snow- Other Percent fan 

People Dogs machines Kin~s Salmon with snowm< 

6.95 4.88 
6. 31 5.47 

5.08 
5.49 

5.54 
6.14 

6.84 4.92 
5.66 4.58 

6.79 4. 16 
5.73 4.70 

7. 54 
5.98 

3.41 
3.86 

6.55 4.00 
5. 15 3.49 

6.39 3.97 
5.15 2.32 

1. 31 
0 

1.37 
0 

1.38 
0 

1.48 
0 . 

1.46 
0 

121 ~ 
87 

89 
84 

76 
48 

79 
47 

47 
29 

., 

306 
425 

380 
413 

243 
278 . 

220 
247 

362 
254 

495 
342 

4 

. 5 

7 

7 



· Snow-
Average per family 

Snow- Other Percent families 
Yea r · · · · · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · 'fam111es · ··people ·· ·cogs ···· ·machines People Dogs machines Kings Salmon wfth snowmachine~ 

, 975 
With snowmach1ne 313 ·2,029 1,252 4.00 79 309 
Without snowmachine 59 313 126 2.13 62 301 

1976 
With snowmachine 2,815 1,578 6.77 3.79 91 340 
Without snowmachine 410 302 \ 0 5.26 3.87 60 306 

.. 
11 Unexpanded data. 

, 

. . 



247 5.89 
342 6.02 
349 6. 50 
405 6. 14 . 
394 6.33 
332 5. 95 . 
492 5.9J 
472 6.36 
567 6.23 
376 6.49 

·514 6.33 
488 6.53 
576 6. 78 
408 6.55 
596 6.24 
437 6.41 
494 6.53 

1/ Snowmach1ne count started in 1967. 
21 Information not available. 
3/ Does not include coho salmon. 
4/ Unexpanded data . 

6.66 
6.33 
6.30 
5.29 
5.44 
5.45 
4.49 
5.22 .18 
5. 31 . 35 
5.51 .53 
4.65 .75 
4. 30 1. 01 
3. 08 1.00 
3.84 1.48 
3. 61 1.12 
3.99 1.35 
3.81 1.23 

• 

King Salmon Other salmon Y Fishwheels 

60 1.074 2/ 
39 453 :19 
79 470 . .18 
87 351 . .11 
70 454 • 10 
64 669 .08 
91 320 •. 06 

106 375 .06 
53 447 .06 
78 385 . 05 

108 , 384 .02 
88 238 .01 
51 166 .02 
81 356 .02 
45 466 .02 
79 310 .. .02 
86 335 .02 . . 
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Appendix Table 17. Quinhagak s~bsistence fishery data, 1967-1976 !/, 

Total 
Averaqes Per Fishing Family 

....... 
' . Fishing Snow- King Dog Coho 8 1/2" 
Year Families Peo~le Dogs machines Salmon Oalmon Salmon Mets 

. 
19 6.43 4.00 \ 71 231 .86 

1968 46 5.59 4.07 .28 88 234 380 .48 
.-

59 5.38 3.41 .46 27 29 179 .72 

46 . 6.02 2.76 .74 ( 47 110 .64 

·1971 41 5.83 2.37 • 73 55 . 87 3E .54 

1972 54 6.41 2.30 .80 56 .116 9 .44 

1973 44 5.80 2.07 .98 61 98 83 1.02 

1974 47 5.53 2.31 1.17 46 78 87 .63 

1975 46 . 5.86 1.85 1.13 71 88 1.00 

1976 50 5.62 2.2 1.42 44 119 0.84 

• 

y Expanded data. 

5 1 /2" 
He ts 

1.00 

.54 

.28 

.69 

.73 

l.00 

.98 

.74 

. 93 

1.24 

; 
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ANCHORAGE PUBLIC HEARING - COMMUNITY CENTER 

NOVEMBER 10,1977 6:00 P.M. 

NELS ANDERSON- I will call the Interim Committee on Subsistence to 

order at this time. My name is Nels Anderson , I'm Chairman of the 

Int e rim Committee on Subsistence . I would like to introduce the 

pane l members that are up front here . To my far left is Represent-

tive Al Nakak, from Nome, sitting next to him is Representativ e 

Billy Ak e rs from Chuloonawic h, Representative Steve Cowper fr o m 

Fairbanks and Representative Le o Schaeffer from Kotzebue. Our staff 

i s Adelh eid Hermann from Nakn e k, a nd Dorothy Larson, in th e back in 

th e g r a y, from Dillingha m. 

'I'h e rea s ons f o r our hearing has bee n mad e pretty we ll kno wn 

i n t he me d ia , t hank s to sca nator Ro dcy , h e was abl e t o get a press 

r e l e a se o u t and gave u s a lit t l e pubJ Jci l y . 'l'he q uestion that we 've 

be e n aski rHJ t he public t hr o ug ho ut o ur he uri n9 s in vuri o uo p.J rts o f 

th e St"1tc , i H .1RkJnq t h • publ.i c wh ct hc• r o r not s ub s i s t e nce o r 

HUb qisto ncc nctivltics s ho uld b~ d c rJn cd? llo w do yo u o s j ndJ vi 11 0 I 

/\ 1 ti $ k [I II I' c 0 p I c f n c 1 .1 b (HI t ~; u b s l :J l: Q II (.; () d n cl w h ti t ~l h 0 u ] cl L IH' s l'.J t; 1) 0 r 

'I' h 0 H C ,) I" I' 

lrn6i c ll lly Lh ' q u c:;tio n n th'1 t L h r· c.·o rnmltt•c i s 111tcrw1;Lc cl in fl11dl11g 

o u t. .lt l co::;L to g et c omm o n t!l f rom th '-' pul>J lc on lhO!" t hr e t• ltJH u cn. 

/\ny Lhlnq t·h ;a Lhc public m.iy h.lVI' rP I v .:i n t; to LIH.! qu c!'tt.Jo 11 o f nuh-

!l l s t.c ncc l !J of cn uruo 'Joi n <] Lo h e import11nL. IL b ccom ~a ln c r 1.:.i1: i1H1ly 

J m po r t n n t lH• c .1 u !'l o 11 c o ( o u r m c m b c t· s h .i n b • c 11 ,ao k o ti to q o b .1 c k lo 

WLl :J hln tjt.on, IJ.C.: •• 1n<I Jll l' nd M<1rk up h o,ll· tnq n 0 11 D- 2 1 .. 111d l. c9 i u l .1t I o n. 

Hc protlo 11 tJ Liv 1• Cowpo r wlll b u 9ol 11 tJ 11.l c k 1 0 Wn n h fnqt o n Lh•" 1.11.l l•I' 

!)l\ rL o ( Lh.l n w1•c k . do n't kn () w ho w l o nq h ' o c1ol nl.J t o bu b.1 c k tht1t·u 
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NELS ANDERSON continued 

but whatever information we can get from the public on what their 

feelings are I think will be extremely important because Mr. Cowper 

then could transmit that information directly to the Congessmen that 

are going to be writing legislation that is going to directly affect 

Alaskans. 

We are planning a full committee meeting tomorrow at nine a.m. 

andwhat we'll be doing will be revi e wing some of the activities 

and some of the proposed legislation that has b ee n drafted b e Legisla- ~ 

tivc Affairs Agency. Th e substance of that proposed legisation will 

be mnde known to the p ubli c nfter the subsistc t\ ce committ ee meets 

tomorrow o r else would b e disc u ssed tomorrow and I'm sure the p r ess 

wj 11 b e ' there nnd you nre ce rtilinly welcome to Attend . 

m c 111 b e rs of t h c pub 1 i c n t t lrn t ti m c m n y o t te n d ll s we 11 • 

And any other 

We pl.:in th e 

meet ing clt 11 1ne o ' c lo c k in Lh c mo rning at the Fcderal/S t.:i t:e L1.111d Use 

Planning Commi::; s i on Conf<'rcn c c Room. l would l1R k if ilny mumb c rs of 

t h e'.l ponc l h.iv c ,111y comm e nt ~; to mnk c .'It this time. 

I do h n v 1' o n e r ccp1 • n 1 fro m t.hc pub I l e , Mi t c h OC'micnti cff hn s asked 

1. hat h c b <' t h c r i r !1 1. to 1. cs L I f y ''°cl i r t· h c r c i t• 11 o obj cc t 1 o n f rum L IH' 

p .i111' J w '1 1 q o .1 h C'n d :and rlo t h JL . D a r 0 r" L h c n R c I' a: c s c 11 t II L l v a N • I k a k I 

n o yo u hnv c c1ny comm c ntH? Mr. /\k cr:J? Reprcuc 11LoL1 V(' Cowp' r - .lu ::Jt: 

Lhl!J Mr. Chal 1· m.1n, th<' Conqre~u h.i :1 mad<• it prclty c l e ar Lh.il. Lhcy .Jrc 

go lnq t o 1;; rt'•' l ' ll n uh ~dnl.t• J\ C I' prrf<'r ' n cc on the l·'c dcr .. 11 t. u nd t1 t:hot: nr 

lnc J11d c d in th <' 1)- ~ Ull J. 'l'h c probl e m l ti thoy do n 't LO.atly know how 

I (') et c f i l\ C' ·rnh •1 I H L • IH "O . 

n l n Lei n e t• f i ., lh1 rm.1 n. I-I C' wo uld l ikl~ to h e lp Llwin dr,v,.. ,, bill tlhll l !l 

f}olnq t. o w0rk , 1a1 J wo uld l ike Lo fjnd o ut h ow you wo uld do it . lf 

y o 11 h .1 v c t o h .1 v " .1 I l m 1 L c cl h n r v t~ H t. o f n n J m a 1 tt i n c:1 ') I v c 11 t1 r . 1 w h o 

n ho uJ d hov pr •! I • rrn cc . Sh o uJd it b <' o n ,, c l.rn n bo u .1 s , Hhou l d J t b ~ 
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on a geographical basis, these are all thing that we'd be i nterested 

in hearing from you, about and also any comments you have on subsis ­

tence lifestyle. 

MITCH DEMIENTIEFF - Thank you very much for allowing me to go back and 

retestify to those of you that were in Nenana will recall, I did test­

ify in Nenana and since then we've had a few more meetings in the area 

and have changed our attitudes, of which I'll make specific r e ference 

to . Again, I thank you for the opportunity to talk, I know this is 

the first occas ion to talk to the committe wi thout having to do best 

man honors f.or committee members. Very interesting time we had in 

Nenana. Specifically, the concerns I had were in referenc e to the 

selling of salmon roe caught from subsistence fish. In wo r king with 

the s ubs is te nee issue ·- I think we ' r e beg inning to real i ze th a t we 

need to have a clear distinction between commercial and subsistence 

activities and we begin to see t he difference in , and in We I ' m spea k­

ing of the Tanana Advisory Committe to the Department of F'i s h a n d 

Game, in r e viewing the recent regulation c hanges that are propos ~ d and 

that the Ooard will be considerjng very soon in Decemb e r, I und c r stn nd . 

The Tanana Advisory Committee of wh ich I' cor rently Chairma rt of 

that Committee. We adopted the position unanimou s ly that th e sa l e of 

salmo n roe caught from s ubsistence fish be t e rm i no tc d at th e e n d of t h CJ 

commcrci.:il season. We were in fn v or of t hat co n t ingent •rn d we put thot 

word in there, contingent on subsistence fishlng r eop eni119 Lo 7 d'"1ys 

il week , 2 1\ h ours n dny. We feel thnL this will do a number of things , 

o ne - it will mak e a c l eor di ~tl n ct J on betwec rt subsistence and comm er­

cial octivl ty. And th e only p~ople o n the r I vet· n t that t !m e wi 11 b e 

true s ub sis t e n ce fis h e rman, tru o p cop l <.! wh o need th e fi~h onct hov o a 

u se for the fis h. If t here is 110 mone tary <)Jln in the fi s h l.h on we 

f e c 1 t lrn t a 1 o t 1 cs s pc op lo .a c q o l n 9 " f t c r th c r is h th c r c r o r c w c h a v c 
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Mitc h Oemientieff's testimony continued 

adopted that contingent that subsistence fisherman are allowed to 

return back to 7 days a week, 24 hou r s a day fishing. I say that we 

t11ink it will significantly reduce the number of fisherman on the river 

after commercial season closes because some people aren't just going 

to!fish if they can't make money at it and I know it's going to be of 

some burden, 1 speak for myself personally, I have my fishing opera­

tion is seven miles one way from Nenana a nd that's 14 miles round 

trip times twice a day minimum, that't 28 miles a day , I'm going to 

be hauling fish out of my own pocket plus the cost of maintaining my 

gear. We done some hard thinking about it and we just feel that there 

has to be that clearer distinction and if we are going to truly pro- ­

tect the subsistence resources t his is what we're going to have to do. 

My testimony prior to this time wa s contrary und I felt th e need t o 

and I was going t o write, I didn't realize you guys were yoing t o 

have a hearing down h e r e , I wu s going t o write and let you know,that 

I ' ve changed my position and if you rc ~ a ba c k thro u9l1t the testimony 

that is no longer sta nding - t hi s ls ou r posit ion as we'v e adopted i.t 

now a nd my ow n personal feeling ns well. 

PI\ RT I C I PI\ N'l' 1 N 'I' II t:: I\ U D C 1rn C I:: - Q u c s t i o n .:. M r • r h (l I r m (l n , c a n I n !l k ,, 

question pl c ns c? I j ust w;inL n ballpnr k figut·(.: o n ho w mu c h he gets for 

the oo l c or roe? 

Mitc h - $ 2 . SO wn A t he price we we r<' yett.lng Lhl .!l yeilr. La !'l t yea r It 

wa a $3.00 . 'T'herc's mo r e mo n ~y In Lh ~ r<J9 S thlln l n Lhc fish tlH1L' s 

wh y we think it ' H 9oln9 to rcclu c11 the uub tdi;tc nc c . 

r o "o c J u 11 c by - My n n rn c i n l n . 1 a c: .J u n c by , l ' in f r o m l·: .19 l c , I\ la o k <l • r ' rn 

t: h u IH: .. 1 d o f t h c I~ ol C) L c V 11 l '-' q o C o u n <: I I . 1 ' rn t h o t: h i c f ll p t II c.- r c . M y 

don 1 l u t h a t t h 1 s l fl n ubs l s t. o 11 c 1) - wh o l u to q o v u r n who t s uh ~;I :; ta n c 

me._ rHJ . W~bsLor'~ di ct lo11ary oxpla i n u Lhat. ln menu:; Lh c fl uppo rt o r 



Isaac Jun~s testimony continued 

livelihoon. Yes, let me fulfill on that there it says in subsistence 

you are dealing with Natives to Alaska, Native f rom Alaska , and 

Caucasians who are registered up there . There is a lot of trouble 

that ' s going on - Native to Alaska means that your subsisting off the 

land and you ' re making your livelihood in that . I would like to say 

in Eagle many families have low income both white and Athabascans and 

we want all of these people to be able to feed their families and 

( inaucliable) . I just want to make it explanatory that I know my way 

of life - I live off the land and I wou ld make .lt self-explanatory 

that according to the Alaska Na ti v e Land Claims i t says , "Native "­

nlask a Native yes , but you 'v e got to consider that you were talking 

abo ut t wo different people th ere . I 'v e got Caucasian brother - in-law 

who in il trapper, who is mnking h is living off the land so they didn ' t 

state that - it just says nati v es of nl as ka wh ic h complies to me , 

Es kimo s and it didn 't say about Rc prese11tativc Cowper - in the bl L.l 

did it: e xp lain 

o r:esid o nt. 

to you thilt y o u co uld l:lett l o t here as l o n<] as you're 

Re pr cHc n t at i vc Cowper - Mr. Ch.1Lrman , i. f: I cn n rcpond to that . I thi nk 

w h .i t I: h o Cong r: c s s j s 9 o i n 9 to do n n cl w h .1 t w o ' r c u r g i n 9 th c m to d o i :-1 

j ust wlrnt y o u sa y j s Lh cy arc gol ng 1 0 m._ik c . 1 1rnb~iutcnc o p r c(crc n ct:: , 

a nd tho t itl : 10 t Lo be bas l} d on ro e<' . 'l'lt.1 I. i t Im bused on p r obnb ly 0 11 

gcog i- ophl c al <ll! CilR so that peo ple who Li. v c c l o:>e t o t h e li s h il 11d qa mc 

get first c hoJcc . 

l s no c: J u n c by - W ha L 1 ' m t .. ll k j 111; J b o u t l u mo l d l i; c: r i m i 11 l\ L ion or , 11 y t h l n q 

.1qoJ n flt r t:1c a or n nyLh l ny I i. k c thdt iL !h1yu j C y o u c.: J11 c;ct t he /\NLC 

an d r1!n cl o vC'r Au c h 11nd such, i.l u oy t> /\J.1 11k.i N<JL.i.v c~ . No w wh o i H to 

co rul.i<l c r th e n1.1skt1 Nnt:1v ca · • ~ '1 who l e - Yo u J re (;0 11 uiucrce:1 1 /\1.1 u ko 

N.:itJve bcc.:iui;c you ' r e from F.iirb~rnk H , y o u' re o ut of t ho FoirlJ.ink :; .ir cu 



so who in the - how can you consider, you can go to my area, Eagle , 

which you never have been and you could hunt and subsist off my land 

and who can consider you because you been well, I can tell you the 

fact there , I've known you, I ' ve heard of your name in the Legislature, 

about 4 yrs. You ' re the head of the Finance and I know this as a fact 

to my notion , who can tell you that you can not come up there. You ' re 

a resi~ent of the State of Alaska, you are a native to the 

can determint that? 

land , who 

Repreuentative Steve Cowper - Well, I guess the answer to that would 

be, of cou r se I've never applied for a subsistenc e pe rmit, and I don't 

imagine I wou ld get one if I did apply for it . 

and I work in Pairbanks. 

I have a regular job 

Iso:iac Juneby-But yo u do - in th e Call time when t he hunting season is 

there do you hunt moo se or caribou? 

Re prese ntn tive Steve Cowper - No , I don ' L. I 'd hn ve a lot of trouble 

skinni ng them. 

l sauce Juncb~ Wh llt is your l .:iHt nnm c Lh ere . I would lik o to take it. 

Ste v e Cowper, my na me is In.1c;c Jun c by Crom l~ ..igl c , llow c<>n you, like 

L h c !:i to t c F' J :> h n n d G nm e (I n cl t h c F c d 1H n l I" i 11 h o n cl Ci nm e 9 e t to 9 e the r l n 

J\ prl l J,1i:;l. ~1 0 ,1r and thl:; ycJr, th e 'JOVcr11i 11 g body of the Pish .:ind 

Gn m1·, 'l'hcy mud<' tho r.ulatl, t'ClJllL.1tionn Lh.1L we cu nnot hunt mo o:;' o n 

th c Ro 1J t. h n i cl c o f L h c V o k o 11 R I v c r • Jt i s 20 <1 .. 1y s , from Se ptember 1st 

t hrouyh Se pt. e mb e r 2 0th o n t h • • No t· th 9 i d t' o C t h e R iv c r , U rd t 2 S C • W c 

J l v c by moo Rc , a11u by c.1ribo u ~rnd u luff Jikc th.1L .. rnd wh11L it i s is 

s c l f o >I p I , 1 n o L o r y • If ow <:om o t· h e y J c L i L q o o n L II c o t h c r s i d e o f t h o 

t' l v o r .. , 11 d 11 o t o 11 t h c !l o u t. h !l l d " w h c r c J 1 J v " • l L ' H c a u 1-d n <J q u I. L c a 

pr()b] o 111 11 p llwrc. 

)l 0 prosu11t."1 tlvo S h .? V C Cowper - 1 don'L kno w Lhc llll?JWCt" t. o t ha t. Out I'd 

h 0 l 11 t C I' 0 G t e d 1 n ( j I" d i 11 0 U t . A l ot o C Llml' 9 these rul es J rc m<ldc by 
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Representative Cowpe r continued 

regualation and we don ' t find out about it until somebody tells us like 

you ' re doing . 

Isaas Juneby- What can be brought up about it if I te l l you. I told 

you what it is there , you could promise and yet - Are you running this 

year again? Well , I ' m going to tell you what, while you 're sitting on 

the meeting there right now , if you are , if you get me, my name is 

Isaac Juneby, Chief of Eagle River , You can write me and let me find 

out the and I probably will have people support you if you r un for 

Governor but I don ' t know if we ' re going to get something there. 

REPRESENTATIVE COWPER- 1\ssuming if there ' s not e nough moose we'l l say 

to go around u p in you area , ll ow do you think the State should decide 

who takes it . In other words, if you can 't shoot bu t 300 moose, maybe 

il ' s JO or 3 , 000 I don ' t know. 13ut let s s ay if you c ;i n 1 t s hoot but 300 

moose up jn t haL nrea, who do you t hink s ho uld huve the preference. 

llo w do you think w e~ OU<J ht to decide wh o gets to 90 i 11 a nd s hoot tho 

moose. 

Isoocc Junoby - Wo ll, yo u'v e q o t to tnk c it Lo tho constit u tion t ha t 

o.ll me n nro <.!C!Ulllly . If I ' m not 111 Eng le, o nd L co me ln here and I 

buy« $2 4 00 li ce nce , I'm e nti t l ed to <.JCL jt, so we got no discrlmntory 

r cmnrk~ o n th.iL . Wh.H 1L 1H , i s thnL you .1H ~n individual, if you fl y, 

a n d L h i s l o on ~ o I' th c t h l 11 <J s I b r o u q h t u p Lo th c •r a n a n <i c h i c C:; , J u :~ t 

Mar c h, who lo tu <JO V •rn who file s .'.l n .1in:rtlft nccordi1HJ to the SLJtc 

StntuLu oR of Lhc Fl s h nndG...imc thl!rc , you c 11n qo in to Lhl n und you'ru 

u u p po H o d I. n w a i t 2 '1 h o u r s o r w h .l t h <-1 v e y o u o n L h c ! ; D m c d ,, y n 1 r b o r 11 c . 111 d 

ill l Lh.1L. Up in l~nqlc I cn n q t!t u p l trnu und I cou l r.l f l y lnt.o t hi s pJ..icc 

thcr u iaJ no yi vcn nrc ;1 and I co uld s hoot ll moouc there on the s ome 

dny lllrborno. People tir e 09lli n ut it. Wh o I n t;o cicLcrmin c llll t h c$C 

Somebody h aG yot to ba thcr il~ D l o w e nforceme nt. . 



Issac Juneby Testimony continued 

Representative Steve Cowper - One of the things the committee's 

found out by having hearings around the state is that there's 

probably not enough money in the enforcerner.t agency to keep enfor­

cement agents around in the places where they should be because 

the they've chosen up until recently to go on the license fees , 

the hunting and the fishing license fees, that they get and then 

they get federal money that matches that. But they haven't asked 

the State for any more money for fish and game enforcement or 

manageme nt. That may be on of t he problems - we j ust got too big 

a Sta te and too f e w people. 

fund money. 

So what we may do is cut some general 

I s aac J uneby - Would y o u giv e me al l the r e v e nues that the State 

g ot with th e Fis h and Ga me . How mu c h th e y got dur i n g 1977 and I 

would like a comple t e r epo r t - t hat ' s thro ughout th e wh ol e Sta t e 

of /\la s k a . Th a t't p r o b ably sel f e xpla n atory r ig ht t h e r e if I see 

t: h c f ig ures i n. 

S te v e Cowpe r- You'l l h a v e to gi v e me y o ur a ddress . 

Isaac Jun e by - It ' s I saac J un c by, Bo x 122 , Eag l e , /\las ka. 

t h is opportun ity. Nice tal k i n g with you th e r e. 

I t a k e 

Ch arles Ne l so n- My na me i s Ch •. 1r l es Nelso n, I 'm f r o m Ke t c hik a n, I 'm 

w i t h t h c 'J' l i n g i t u n cl II a i d a bu t I ' rn h c l.' c r e p r es c n t 1 n g my s c l ( a n cl so m c 

o f th e old e r p e op l e t h nt: li v e o u t 1 n t h e o u t ly i ng v ill ngcs of Hyd a burg , 

Crajq , Kl a wo k, I ha ve n e v e r u iv c 11 t es t im o ny o n s u bsisten ce b efo r e a nd 

r don' t r e ally kno w whn t y ou requ ire bu t t wo u l d 11 k e t o try f o r th e 

recor d to 9 lvo yo u uomc of t h e t h i ng!J t: h ot we h a v o l ost o v e r t h e 

pcr.tocl oC t h o y ea .rs by St~tc rc ']ul tit lon s a nd l:lomc of t h e t h i 11 9s t h..t t h a v e 

bee n ta ken f rom us warn ne ve r ru<) ula Led un ti l t he y beca me of some v a lu e . 

I cn n rec i te back to th e y e.:i r l:I , '!j2 1 ' 53 , • 511,1 u se d to b r i n y to n s o f 
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Herring roe to Ketchikan and sell it for less than 5¢ a lb ., Nobody 

cared about it, nobody cared whetheJ: I took 10 tons , 20 tons,50 tons, 

or how much I took. Indians used to use it for their garden. They 

supplemented their living in the spring with the herring eggs. And I 

think it done sort of a ecological factor in the environment by keeping 

the herring at a rate that you know that could be controlled. Same 

with our seagull eggs. We u s ed to go gather our seagull eggs in the 

spring and pretty soon we get laws prohibiting us from taking them. 

These things, that don 't seem much to people today but this is the 

livelihood and the lifestyle of the people. It is the inhe1·ent right 

of the people that were born and raised in Ala s ka. I think there is 

some provisions , I'm not no lawyer, but I think there's some provis-

ions and our constitution that gives Ethnic group of Indians som e 

privilages that no other group enjoy and e ven in our State constitu-

tion it says no rights previously enjoyed by the Indians that the 

territorial of nlaska becoming a State s hal l be taken from them. But 

th e n th e State says that you can't qualify these things because th e 

State s upercede d th ese rights and they no longer are effecti v e but 

Co ngress never repealed sone of these things. 

I used to hav e an Indian Fishing and Trapping licens e that wa s 

given to me by the Federal Government, the fact that I was a quarter 

Indian , I hud this license. I wa s going to test it ln the State mys e lf, 

but I didn't h ave th e funds to go nlong with it . Congress nev e r 

r epealed thttt llccnso, so therefore, I think that license s hould have 

been stil.l in e ffect but rather th <.tn argu e o v er $10.00 I went nnd 

bought a Stntc U .ce nse but when y ou stop and look c:it some of these 

thinys . If you'r e taken nwny, if you wnnt to look at; Jn the se n se , 

( ia n oudiblo) Uut terms that they use now - the impnct on th e ccomony 
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and lifestyle of the people. Sone of those people don't have any-

thing else but that there is no wages . The pipeline was up here, but 

that has come and gone, and maybe there will be some more but they live 

under an environment that very few people could subsist without the 

subsistence. When you come down measure this to who has the right to 

subsistence. Now everybody says that as an individual we all have this. 

as a citizen we have these rights. But those rights are not guaranteed 

to everybody, I think that Congress in their wisdon saw that th~ people 

would have to retain some of these rights and it's hard for anybody 

maybe justify these things but I don't think that they've ever hurt 

the environment in the taking of some of these things. 

I've heard the people in the south eastern accusing the Indians 

of t aking deer out of season . The Indians themselves in their own 

prot ~ ction of deer, never took them in winter months, well after about 

November. December, January, Fevruary, March they're hardly fit to 

eat s o they never u sed to take them, yet they accuse people of this. 

We foung out there are clam beds we have supplemented out diet with, 

now they say they are poisonous , you're not supposed to go there and 

pick them, But for centuries people liv e d, I don't say some of them 

didn't die but through trail and error , they were able to eliminate 

some of the that biologist are finding out now - that the snout con ­

tains most of the toxin, the skin. And in th e summ e r months, when the 

weather is wa rm , some of the plankton and stuff die cause the red tide . 

Well, they learn e d this throu gh trail and error see, but all of a 

sudden, I don't think it's so confusing to the young e r p e ople but to 

Lhc older people whos lifestyl e has be e n this , and I'v e s e en it in my 

timu and I've liv e d it , I 'm a half Indian , my moth e r wa s a full -b lood ­

ed Indian, my dad was a Swede but he adopted he cam e up her e with 
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Lieutenant Perry to Alaska and he was up in the North so he adapted to 

the lifes tyle and unless you lived it is pretty hard to put into leg­

islation something that would be really fair to the people an this is 

all I'm asking. If you ge t reasonable people, I don ' t care who they 

are, if they ' re reasonable in their decisions the people by appealing 

never get left out. But the fact that the people that are in the 

decision making position, if they don't know this there's no way they 

can put into effect good legislation. So if this is only my r eason 

of appearing here is to try to add a little something that might help 

in your decision in making up some laws. Thank you very kindly. 

Dale Bondurant - My name is Dale Bondurant and I'm here repre senting 

the Izaak Walton League and the Sportsmans Game Preservation Associ a -

tion. I'm not against subsistence hunting and fiAhing or the s ubsis -

tence way of life. But we are against an exclusive or priorty con -

sideration for this way of life. Our main reasons are it't not an 

equitable consideration. Th e State constitution is pretty e xpicit , 

it says that the fish and the wildlif e and the waters arc reserved to 

the people for their common use . Taking the Nutiv c v iew t h<tt this is 

a lifestyle or o traditional way of living I would like to po i n t out 

th CJ t there has been something t hat just came i nto effect th<tt docs no 

lo nger a valid claim. 'l'lrnt' s the Ala s ka Nati v e Claims Sett l e me nt /\ ct 

i n which it say s that aboriginal. dghtu tire hereby forever e xt i nguish­

ed and if we had a i:;ettlcmc nt wh£tt djd we sett l e? If this part docRn ' t 

apply. I think unotncr thing we h cJ v c to look nt is t h o v.1l i d I ty of 

this c lu.i.m and what the Nati v e people hnv c clone to themaelvc:H1. NOw 

there i1:1 44 million ilcre~ uwardcd under t he clnimn Sett l e me nt /\ct 

wh ether this is l1 v11l.id settlemen t or not it ha s bcon llCCC!p t cd 
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and those 44 million acres are in the process of being selected. 

I think there ' s some things we must look at in this selection to see 

the validity of the claim . Very little of the selections as far as 

the regional corporations 1were made for subsistence reasons, they were 

mainly made for economic reasons that were controlled of course by the 

areas in which they were allowed to select. Again, in the transfer of 

these lands the Native Corporation leaders have been violently opposed 

to .any type of easements on these lands.11 N~t one subsistence easement 

was requested by any Nativ e Corportation in the tra11 sfer of these lands. 

'ln is is goirag to make a hardship on the Native people because if some 

village owns traditional hunting and fishing area , anoth er village can 

be deni e d it becaus e of no pub l ic casement. You can say w ll we can 

hav e agreements betw ee n ourselves but this doesn 't assure the person 

of having it and it :o; ur.cly does n' t as s ure him of huvi119 the ri<]ht o f 

s ubsi s t e n ce hunting a nd fis hing if the lnnd i::> soJcl whi c h .it cn n b e us 

soon a s they get a h old of it. 

/\nether thi ng we hear about tho D- 2 Land s llnd t h e righL of pt:ior ­

lty or e x c lu si v e s ubsi ste nce hu11 tln9 a nd fishing 0 11 t h ese land s . ll o w 

<t r c p c o p J o g o i n g to g c t to t h e s c J <1 n d :; • 

t h e land a nd t h ey ha ve 11 0 uosc 111 c 11 t :; oul of t h o 1.ind. If th e vl Uo 9c 

owns a trllrlilionnl trrdl ur. acess, Lh f:'y co1.1Jd (inu11dilll c ) tio t hls u p. 

/\ no t h c r o n c n n d I t h .i n k a r c J 1 J m po r t n n t o 11 1~ , n n d T ' v c c o n !li d c r -

c d n v o t· y so l f is h m c L h o cl w n s !3 o m<' o f L h • q om r- r o q ul :1 t i o 11 !J l ha l w or c 

propoHed lnat ycnr. 'l'lrn»c wen.! fivr- cliff<"r:N1 L propo:1n l :J in whi c h t: h c y 

Cl" kc tJ f 0 r l u rg c l1 r <.U Hi 0 f /\ l d L; k.. t 0 b c R (' L tl R i cl c c 0 t • (_• x c l \I s i v (! h \In t i n 9 

llnd f.iuhin<J , a ubs i Htcn cc1 but th11y ..i~kccl LhaL .1 ny J.111d wlt. hl11 Lh n !l r nrv o !J 

t h..i t we r e c;ol nq to b e tr •. rnf crrP d t.o Nutlvc Co rpor lltion!l b e e x c ludrd 

..i n d l u a y L h i s f o t· t h c c co no m i. c v n 1 u c t h u t t h <' y ' d h v t• L o D 1.i l l rl g h L u 
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to guides or sell rights to other people , aces s to the game on this 

land and this game belongs to everybody so I say the validity of their 

claims haven't been supported by some o f the things they 've done. Now 

we say tradition a l uses, well, let ' s actually look at traditional use-

What is traditional use? I said in the D-2 land hearing here in 

Anchora g e ~ and here time afer time that th e y use th e traditional method 

of hunting on these lands of snowmachines, many Native groups hav e 

a s ked this that they can continue to u se snow machines on ~~e D- 2 lands 

as t raditi o n. Well, my tradit i on goes back that far I've lived in Alas ka 

tor 30 years , I hunt and I consume the game so my tradition goes back 

that far . fl o w f nr docs th e trad i t io nal us e or r;:idio s in hun t ing cf 

wha l es il nd waJru s - is that a trad i tio na l u se? Let ' s go ai r planes , or 

h i<.J h pow~rcd rifles. Iwo ul d admire a nd support an y bod y t hat co uld '.i. i v c 

o f C t h c l u n d ). l k c t hey d j d 3 0 0 y ca rs .:i go bu t t Ito s c days il r e p il s t a 11 d 

w<:: 90L to look .it it us a f ... 1c t of life so we got thi s q u estion that MIL 

Cow pc r Im s a s k c d a n d th D t M r. I\ n d c r so 11 h a s b r o u g h t u p t h a t ho w cl o we 

cl ct c r rn i 11 u :.; u b :;J s te n cc • Wel l, I hope wc ure not qoing to d e t e rm i ne i L 

o n t: i ce b oc;o u uc we ha v o ... 1 Co 11 u t lt u tl u11 .and I\ N ... 1ti ve C laim s Sc t t l c mf! n t 

Act t: hn t Rho uld hvc don e ;1 wuy wit h t h.1L .Jnd J don ' L t h i nk we need Lhi s 

klnd oC prob l c nlH i n l\l aRkn . ] Lhink OIO HL or Lh c p co pJ c in t he State 

o f l\J aak ... 1 t> upporL<!d th e N.J ti vc Cl.tim!:l l\ c L b cc.Ju:.;c t ho y bcUc v cd in 

t ho v,1 l i.dity o r t· Jw~c C l <l ttn !i SO l et ' s do n ' t. CJCl i nt Lho t . 

/\re wc qo lncJ Lo do j t by me Lho J - I don ' L Lhin k W<! c~ n u c .iu s • 

ho w ror do yo u <Jo b.1 c k o n me t h o d - do yo u <Jo b1e1c: k 11~al t h e s n o w m.1c ldnc. 

Oo yo u qo IMck po :.iL Lh ll i rplnnc or r,1d lo 0 1 wha L clo yo u do ., ~..: f<\r a n 

me t h o en I do 11'l. L ld nk yo u c .111 d o Lh llL. :; 0 l h c II J t h 1 I\ )< y () ti h l.l v I • L () 

gc d ow11 t.:Q t h \: ·1;0 11 o mi c!l u f lt.. l.hl11k Lh'"1L i o th · o nly WllY yn u 

c n n m. k " <1 n y cl <' L ,~ r m I 11 n t. 1 o 11 • 0 k ~ y , w • 1 r c CJ o l n q to t <' J k \\ b o 11 l. <' c o n o m I c; !l 
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and the way we got to talk about economics and any kind of management 

of the fish and game. We got to see how we ' re goi ng to manage it and 

I hope that we manage it so that it perpetuates itself and when we do 

that we've got to look at the supply we've got and tthe demand and when 

look at the supply and the demand this econom i cs has to be applied to 

that . Now you ask the example of say 300 moose lets get it down to 

say 10 moose , you;v e got 10 moos~ and we ' ve got 10 people, we got no 

proble m t hen next year we got n i ne moose and 10 people or 10 moos e 

a nd 11 peop le whatcvc~ yo u go t . Okay, we 've got to make some economics 

dctcrmingation then, We ha v e got to say al l the people uder a $2,000 

income c<1 n hunt moo se . Oka y, what h appens in th e ne x t year, we only 

got D moose ~nd we s till got 1 0 people - are we going to sa y all the 

people under $ 1, 900 . <.:J n hunt moose and t: hc next ye ar arc we goi ng Lo 

s .1 y L h c s .l m c t h i 11 9 b c <.: ,1 11 :; e w n o l o n g c r h .1 v c a 1 c v c l l n 9 f <> c t o 1· I. h .i t I 

Lhi11k Lhc gcn LLt•mu11 u <J forc me IJrouqhl. o ut ., l iLLlc bit t h<tt nature hnd 

before . t h l n k l. h 1 u J n w h {l y w o h n cl p c o p L c .-. :i d y .1 tn o i n LI n y L y pc 

. 1ho i:iqinill ty pe cou ntry -w .1u Wt' h a<l 1u 1t ur cn lcv c l i n «J fa c tor. Wh e n mlJ n 

k I I 1 o f C t h c g . 1 m • - n .1 L u r • k I l L o f f h ~ m • rn • ·r h <' r c w ;H1 n o ma n a CJ • m c 11 t 

o f Lllf' tJ am c b y L h C p c o p J • , 1' h • fH'O PI' l'Xhlt.R .1ncl they hJ d LO liv ~ .Jnd 

Lhr•y Loo k t:h c qom" tJ U i L <.: Orne lJy ll11 tl th e o n I y thing that m..tn.Jy crl th e 

'J&l OI(\ WH S t.: hi tJ W.t y Of 11.ll.Uf ' , 

Su wr tJ t d uwn lo t h i •1 t• t·o n omlx 1 hi1HJ .ind Lh~ o nly t hin <J t. hoL wu 

lL h" tl t. o 

bl! w1• ll ,\r • t; ht•11, c 11u t1 1• w•• .11 1 l lv r o tr the h1ncJ. 'rh•·r · l:J 11 o b o cl y o n 

Lhl •, ' •lt h h .11 d o ••t n 'L ltvt• o ff tl\l• c- .1rth Jfld lt' u hC' f~ Xt. C' f\t o f th e 

<Iii •ct; l fv\ rHJ o ll l lH• c-.1r t h flO J u .1y IL b f1co m • :..; tl mo l.ho d or wo l C.\ru , 

t r yo 11 1 r fl q oi nrJ t o h .1uo ll on who h.111 lhu rlqhl lu IL \ll1d r 1•co n o mf cR 

t1rHI I I t hl ri r• r.o ucc LH.t l o rup1 l o ,,JI o f u ta ' " " 'I u.1y ll cl o " n , l ~hlY t.h 1L 
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the constitution guarantees it in the State of Alaska and I say the 

constitution of the United States guarantees it, that it belongs to 

every body . I don't want my share of we fa re or my share of the re-

sour ces used as a welfare. I think it's a pitiful thing if this 

country isn't rich enough to support the people in it . But I don ' t 

want it done in that way. Ther e f ore , I am against an exclusive or pre-

ferential right of &ubsis tence. I thi nk in the man agement of the game 

subsisten ce is s uch a motherhood factor that it throws such a weight 

on t he management of the game that it mak es it impossible. I would 

like t o give you some exampl es of this. Last y e~r when the ca ribou 

were s udd enly realized they we re in desparat e shipe . They ca me by 

and triedto make some way t o l et some of th e people h a v e t h e caribou . 

We had, T thi nk it was a magi str.:ite in the North, s oid t h.lt they would-

11' t eve n try s omebody t hat went ·out ;i nd kill e d a c aribou e ven though 

t. hc Fi s h and GLimc s aid it was agaJnst t he La w. We got people ln t.h c 

No 1· t h now sayi ng t h tll. t. hc y urc going t o hu nt; whal e e v e n t ho ugh t; h i R iR 

.'.I ll lnternationnl ~yr eemf• nt . And we lrn v e h '1d people t hat: .ire hu nt.ing 

w.Jt. c r fo wl and rggn f o r years e v e n t ho ugh we 'v e hnd an nqr ecmc n t with 

Me xi c o n '1 g r cc mc n t. wjt.h Mexico a nd Cn noda. No w, I noy we ' r e a ll ~q ua I, 

o n d w ~ n l l h ~• v c l. o I» t r ca t c d o q u a l .1 n d we n J l ha v ' Lo o l.l <' y th c l n w ~>J 

o q u o l l y u 11 d J C w • d o n ' t do t h J n w h l\ t. ho v " w c s t LJ •ti J n " L1 ·1 kn . 1 s n y 

wr- h,1v o n ' t nett l e d nnyt.hinq .1nd if wr a hv ~ n' t. oc tth~ cl u ny t. hJn g I t. hin k 

it' :; t.imu for lh•• Slnl:' o f Aln n ko to qult p J .1y .Jny th e ir port l n ' t.h • 

: u t t. 1 m c n t. .111 d n o l u 3 c you r n n d my mo n" y , r o yo l Ly mo rw y f o r t. h ,~ o I.ho r 

JH1r L n r t. h • G 'l~ t. l 1"mc11 t a c , t h r• b 1 It to n dnl l 11 r o . 1 f peop l e {tr•• n ' 1 

'Jo lrt1J o o b '1 y the l .iwu t.h1.1L t h . l VP to o b •y t. h cn wu have• no ob J i9..it.i o 11 

t.o o ur p c.1rt o ( t h • u • t.lcmont. 



Representative Al Nakak- I ' ve got a few thoughts from your comments. 

Theoretically , the Claims Act passed title to 40 million acres of land, 

more or less in realtors terms to Native Corporations, now if I was to 

sit here and Representative Schaeffer how many acres the Arctic Slope 

Regional Corp. has received or NANA Regicnal Corporation has received 

or if I was to ask Mr . Anderson how many acres the Bristol Bay Native 

Corporati.on has received or if I was to tell you how many acres Bering 

Straits Native Corpor ation has received and I were able to tell you 

presently that we don ' t have title to one acre and six y e ars have passed 

you tell me that it's b ee n s e ttled, we've accepted the Act, but parity? 

hasn't bee n receiv ed , we don't hav e title to the land. Face it, the 

land area such a s Bering Straits ar e a, the title whi c h a villageCorpor­

ation receives which i s s urf ~cc estate in my area certai nly with 

I.he co ndition of game , the tradional hunting patterns, you don't hunt 

wi thing a 36 squar e mile Jrea , granted traditionally people went up to 

t h e coas L 40 mi les inla nd for moose , ~aribou, etc . . But wh en you say, 

t h e l..ind was i n e xchang e for the Claims /\ct w.:1s <Jiven for economic reason s 

t.hnt i s right - JG sq uar e mil es of lnnd doesn't s upport '100 pcoplc(lNJ\UDIJ\OLI::). 

Ou l c Dondut-.lnt- l would l ik c to u11swcr you, 1 re.ll i.ze thcl tit l e to ln n d 

hat;n 't b~en 9lvo11. 

J\l No ku k- J\ o fa r as r eq ui s i tion o f ca sements etc . with :ill t he casements 

~ v c rybod y aokc <l for you ml g llL a a we ll rccoqni~c thnL t h e N~tivo s get 

pl c-c <' of land and t.h • publi c 'Jl'L9 o Lhlrd of It. . 

01\LE BONDUR/\N'r - I would like to r c9po nd to nomc oC Lho GLot c mcnl.li 

you'r e rnJk.ln<J. 

JlEPRE S b:N'l'/\Tl VI~ /\I~ N/\K/\K- \foll. I'rn rcrn p o ndln tJ to t. h c n t.i tcmcnts yo u mt1do . 

D.i l u OondurunL - Okay , 1 • t s q o to Lhc 4:!11s omonl qucntlon. 'l'hc only C <l lJO -

m~nto that .trc bolrtcJ .">tlkcu .tntl th e o nly v o,1lid o.uomont. n thnL 11 ho uld b o 

o ll o wod J• ho oom o unucmento t.hut will be a l l owed 0 11 .1ny private lund 
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that was given to anybody whether it was State land transferred 

to private or so forth and that land belongs to everybody, it 

belongs to the Native as well as does everybody else and that ' s 

what I'm trying to impress here is I think we're all Alaskans , 

we're not non-Natives and Native, there is no such thing anymore 

we ' re in the 20th Century, and there's no such a thing and I 

realize title hasn't been given, there's blame can be laid in a 

lot of places , I think the overselection is part of it, I think 

th e fight for easements if part of it. There's a lot of things 

but there is an intent to mak e a set tlement and it will be made 

and what I'm sayi ng is that settlemen t also , or part of that 

settlement is also that the aborigingal rights of the Natives arc 

hereby forever extinguished or is it not? Can we come back a nd 

say, like Mr. ll opson is saying, that we' re going to hun t wbalcs 

no matter what or are t h ey going t o sny that we .:ire going to hunt 

c uribou no matt er what? J hav e t o nbide by t h e laws of thi s State 

a nd I think e ve rybody in t h e m o ut to .'.lbid c by t he m. Let's c ha nge 

th e m if thcr'rc not right but J et ' s don't just ~.:iy that t he N.'.ltl vc 

peo ple don't. huv c to .:lbi cl c by t hem clnd I ha v t? to. Some of my peo p l e 

crossed t. hc L and Driclgc nhcnd of yours becaus e: t 'm p~1rt Ind ion fr o m 

th e l ower 118 but am nm /\L uskon right now nnd r think wc'r n aJl 

/\l o:Jk<1n s . W<.! h11vc h iid darn good rnpport. .and t don't think we n c\: <.l 

t h ese kind a of r&pcc;iol prJvllcgc:; for on' group ,,,. Lh <" other no 

1 t.hink thls hn R to be c u t o ut. and J think 

llkc ~It-. ll opgo n m.Jkln9 nUHf•m • n 11 t h vt. we ' re golnq to :iunL wh41 t~ 

•vcn Lhouqh Ul • Unltcci S L\11..Cfl In ln an lnLo r n.:iLio1111l /\ y r comc n t l un't 

h e woy to 90 It lt.' !l wr o ng w ~ hould got: h e aqr c 1•mont c hnnq a<l. 

'f h c U n 1 t o d S t {) t • h . ' u ,, n o l> ll CJ 1-a t.l o n t o :; o c t. h n t. t. h p c o p I '" i n d l r • 
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need of living surely should be doing ~omething about it but is 

shouldn 't be okaying a right to violate an agreement that ' s been 

in good faith by the United States and I can ' t buy this under any 

conditions. 

Representative Al Nakak - I've read some of these documents that 

have been prepared for the Committee and one which you may be inter­

ested in by the Interior Wildlife Assoc iation of Alaska ana I 

imagine you may know som e of the people involved there but its 

entire ly e vident to me that all the wrongs ave been committed 

historically, pres ently and in th e future ha v e be e n by the Nativ e s 

of the Villages . 

Dal e Bondurant - What do you mea n ? 

Re p resenta ti ve Al Nakak - I'm saying t hat th e Nutives h a v e wasted 

t h e reso urces. 

Dill e Do ndu runt - I don't e v e n think that ' s eve n a c onsideration o( 

whnt we ' re talking today. Wc 't·e tul k i ng to day a bout protecting D 

reso u rc e we huv e today . 

Re prcse nta tlv c Al Na kak - We 're talk i ng a bo ut s uc h a broad s ubj ec t 

t hnt I s hould h ov e prefaced my s tu tcmc 11 L by s uy1ng that it' fl my 

posl Lion t h<1 t it ' s not an e thnic in n titutio n ..and jL' s my po s lti o n 

tlrnt s ub s is t cn cc is not a n ct hn i cc i nsti tution . l c o me from ;in d 

nr en 1 11 wh i c h cov t! rs mayb l! 00 Lh u usa nd s qunr <! miles fr om Siberi.1 Lo 

above Lhc J\ rtic Circle to Lh mo ut.h of t. h c Yuk o n , 20 communi ticY , 

S t. 1.awarcin cc l s lall, walru o , wh a l e , t he v er y s um o t hin'.) thut yo u 

mc ntl o n c cl oncl it. tt e v i d e nt, to mo t. hnt. Lh c wr o nq- Lh c f :ict that th o 

co ncern i:J Lh nt. n ubslstc 11 cc l n 1 11 t. h l :l t. 1111 c,1ntl place , thi !j Ert.o1, 

w 1 t. h l n I\ J o o k n ' u to t a l 8 o c t o Ly l u L u L tJ l I y u n ti c x c l u » L v c 1 y i ' n c t h n t c 

ln o t1L u t l o n. •r h c r 19 h t o f o u b s l c L u n c " u a c , h u n t i n 9 , g ll L h <? r 1 n CJ , 
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fishing, I feel should be maintained and along the same lines as 

you sta te - without regard to race. 

DALE BONDURANT - Well, I ask you how are you going to determine 

this? 

REPRESENTATIVE AL NAKAK - This is why we ' re h e re . 

DALE BONDURANT - I say the only way you ' re go ~ ng to determine it -

if you ' re not going to on the way of the race and you can ' t do it 

on method because everybody's using different nethods now. 'l'here's 

noL ly going to deny that you don ' t hunt walru:; with a r adio and : i1 

theic's nobody denies you ' re not going to hunt whale with a radio. 

REPRE SE NTATIVE AL NAKAK - There ' s nobody from Staktoolik, to Koyuk , 

to St. Mi c hncls , to Stcbbi.ns , who is goi ng to d(ny that they haven't 

scan spor tsm cns come out with Supc r cu b s etc . to ': he gr.Jvcl bars be-

h i nd the mountains . II n cl w c th c opp or tu 1d t y to t il r n $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 o r 

$'10,000 <ind buy ourselves an nirplane mayb e we c u ld hunt 111 J\n c h-

or ;1 g C' bu t th c re ' s no th i 119 - i t ' ::; a l l h u n t e d l u t . 

DALE DONOURJ\N'r - I agree, and chis ls .:i probl1111 hlld t <lon 1 t s upport 

thu guy t:hilt abuses t h e resource wl1ethu r h e ':; ,...Id t c or N ~1ti.vc or 

whul 114." i s . I'm nol for thal . r I ffi e Q r l h C r C ~ V ll r C ( t1 I) d j C t I !4 

d o 11 1 t mukc uny rni stil k c!:I unl ctJn we 111..1kc them Cor Liu: resource. J 

don ' t t lt lnk 0c1ny of u s hJv c J rl<.Jht wheLh c r wc 'r c wh il • , N'1Ll vc , 

or p0Jjti c l.1n s , or John Doc t•Ubli c , h.1vc .1 rlyht t.o ckitroy any one· 

u pc c j o !I o f o u r r us o u r c c • We don ' t. h .1v c LhJ H rlghL. Ju t b cca u s • 

w t> 1 l v fl o n I h I !1 c n r t h , w c d o n ' t h a v c L h c r l 9 h t . 

Rl::r>trnsr;N'l'/\1'lVE /\L N/\KJ\K - r•v u uo v u r f o ll t h .lt 1· rorn Ko lJJk, to 

s L" b b j II ~ , t 0 s t . M l c h 0 ll 1 s t 0 11 n n Lt k J () (l t ' t 0 sh d k t 0 0 J l k ' t ( K 0 y ll k ' 

to E lJm, to White Mou 11 tnin, to Go l ivln. to Co un c:l l , t·o No me, to 

Dr c vjq !'1i!10 .io11, to 'l'cllcr, lo Mllry' R lqloo , t· o wt LI c~ , to Di omcd ' , 
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to Gambell, to Savoonga, to Shismaref, up in Deering or Selawik, 

I've never ever maintained that s ubsistence is a right only be­

cause we happen to be Natives out there or that we have the right 

aboriginal or otherwise to extinguish any species. I just think 

that subsistence is a way of life that c a n b e maintained .. Now if 

you happen to live at Shaktoolik and that's wh a t you want to do, 

fine. 

DALE BONDURANT - I a~rree that my opening statement. was that I'm not 

a g ainst s ub s iste nce, I'm a g ainst tha t s ub s i s t e nce has a priority 

or a ny e x cl u s ive rig ht t o a r esour ce that bel o n g~ just a s much t o 

me as <l nybo d y i11 this roo m and th a t' s wh a t I 'm s · ying. I only hunt 

wh at I use , I do n' t go o u t a nd k i l l a bear o r son e t:hing l ik e tha t . 

I ' ve l i v e in Al aska f or 30 y ea r s a 11 d I g enera l l y tak e a moose e v e ry 

y eo'.I c. I go Ei s h i n g a n d I g c t my s a l mo n .:> 1icl c v cry thing , T ' m c a 11 c cl 

il spo r ts mo n, bu t I s ub s i st o n t h at ga me t h .i t T take . I s ub s i st j ust 

.:t b mu c h 0 11 t. h ;1 t moose as you d o . I h a v e cJ j o b, I agree with t h;:iL . 

nut t he r e ' s a l so ~ om e of thes e p eop le tlHi t a r c hu11t in9 some o f t h e 

m.-i r i rh· mo mrn.1 l s t h a t arc s upposed ly c x c ltnd v e s ub s j s t c n c~ t hat lrnv c 

jobA t oo . I\ n d c v o n b c y on d t lrn t , t. h c y ' r c m tJ k I n 9 pr ) f l tu t o buy .i 

w:1y o· l lfl! t h .1L i u n' t so mu c h t rn d i t:i o n.1! :-incl 1 h .1 v e no o b jec t io n 

to Lh <J t . /\ n d l h.1v <' no objcct. .i o n to th n L, Lh ot i s 1 't my objcc t i o 11 

I :: i C yo u y j v c i L J p r l o r i Ly or n n n x c l u s i v c r j q h L . Th.:i L ' s rn y ob -

Jcc l:io11 . t uJy t h.JL wh .. n OIH' comrnu n j Ly !Jr1y t. h il l wh1•n o n e cornmunl Ly 

C v k ch C> 0 0 w ,1 J r u :.; , i 11 wh ic h t h o y c 11 n ' t: u Ro o v c r I 2 0 <. r I 3 0 a n cJ t Ill' 

r es t o f .. 110 111 l11 c i r h c~ld H CUL o( f 11nd Lh t' 1· rAt O( t· h r- c .1 r c:iss 901.' f, 

I 0 W[l !i I.< {111<1 L h l'Y CJ 11 Lh o t U ULHJ I 11 Lc n r:c ll llU th ~ y Hdy th a L t h o y Hh Oll I d 

hov e ,, pdo t'J t y or <> d y h t Lo t h n t, I s/\ y b.1) o nc y. 'J h 0 r 0 1 !J 11 1 t 

wh "1l' u t1.idll io n.1J .1bo ut. a bun c h o f c rlbb MJ~ l.Hh l r d n or no fo rLh 
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made out of walrus rusks, there's nothing traditional about this 

and we shouldn't be supporting this . But this is what it's get-

ting down to, and that's what I say and if those people can com­

pete with me to do that I got no objections but if you give it 

exclusive rights to do that - that's a choice of a way of life 

that they're taking. That's what I'm objecting to and that's why 

I'm here explaining my position and the position of the people 

that I represent. 

REPRESENTATIVE J\L NAKAK- First part inaudible) . And then go back 

in the hills for moose or caribou or go up anc. help with the 

reindeer herd. 

choice remain . 

You know that' s a c hoic e but I'd l ike to sec that 

OJI.LE BONDURJ\N'r - But I think it ca n remain but don't make it an 

e xc lu sive c hoice . Bu t I 'd like to a sk Mr. Cowper a qu es tion - I 

t h i nk h e said somethin g abo ut Lh e r e wns , or maybe it wa s Mr. Ne l son 

(/\nderson) that t here was ii meetiny tomorrow a nd th e y wore going to 

present a propo~a J for lc9lslatlon a nd t h e g e ntlem e n h ere j ust t o ll s 

me we ' re here to nig ht to y et:. th o peop l e ' s v Jcw o n this b <>forc we 

p r c tl u 11 t l o <J l i; l a t j o 11 ..i 11 d c v l ti e 11 t 1 y t h c r c i s :; o m o l cg .i s J. a t J o n t h J t 

J s illrc..:idy. 

REPRESEN TATIVE NELS ANDERSON - j rnJd C t il e 9tat c mcnt t hat we h J VC 

aske d t.cqis l <ltJ vo /\f:Cair s t o p r cpn r proposed l cg 1 s l.1 1 l o 11 for u s . 

DALE BONDURAN'l' - So t. h crc rnU !:it b e praparation alrc'1 1ly nnd c without. 

t h C i I\ p \I t. h 1.1 r C • 

RCPRE SE NTATIVE NELS AND ERSO N - No w, wni t n rnJnu tr. Yo u hov e l.o l ~t 

tn o c la rify thut. 'l'h c l cq i ~ L.JLJ o n t lh &t l r e ferred to Wd tl o nc -

e r c l1 t i n 9 .:i D l v 1 a t o n o f S u b s i L-l t c n c c i ll t.: h c D p n r t m c n t o f P ~ R h '1 n <l 

Gu tn o o k t.1 y - i L h . 1 a no th i n g to do w i t h do f 1 n l n y a u l.>! J a t c n cc or 
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describing the activities or anything else like that because we've 

still got until December 12 before we comp l ete our hearings and 

the gentleman that spoke from Eagle brought out some points that 

have already been made and you're not telling us anything new 

either. All I'm saying that your comments are well taken, I agree 

basically with the premises that you have brought to the Committee's 

attention and I certainly appreciate ~hose. 

We've already been told, in the past, that if we are going 

to determine who may subsist that it should not b e defined on the 

basis of race on the basis of the basis of method, that we ought to 

take a good close look at the economics . I think that idea has 

merit, we ar e certainly looking at those suggestions, and I certain­

ly have 110 preconceived notions on how or wh~t we'r e going to ultim­

a tely end u p with a nd that' s pr e c ise ly why we 're here . The other 

l egis latio n i s legi sla tion that look s to me as Chairman of thi s 

Committee to b e appropriate l eg i s lation for the Committee's con­

sjderation for proposal to t h e Leg j sl ativ e Council, wh ich in turn 

can or cannol introduce it to t h e next leglsl.:itjve sess ion. 

b asica lly it . 

'rhat' s 

DI\ LE 13 0 N 0 u R J\ NT - \'J e 11 I M r • N c 1 s 0 n - ( Ne 1 s c 0 r r cc t IJ h i m ) M r • I\ n d e r s 0 n 

pnrdon me . J t hink the o n e t hing tho t we h.:iv C' to do and I ' vc n o t 

h oar.cl nnybody .:iblo t o d o it - r • ve h eard e v erybo dy ClRk about it-

l s d e fin e s ubs i s L~ncc bccnune we ' re all h e r e t.n.lklny a b o ut it some 

pe op l e for it - h o w d o t h ey know th e y'r e for iL whe n there's n o 

de ri nit l o 11 0 ( j L . Thii;; i s o ne t h ing - I've h e.:ird pe op l e sta nd 

right tip h e re u110 '"arg u e I ' in for s ubu ist c ncc und auk t h e m how to 

d o Ci n e s ub ois t· <.rn c e and t h e y ao n' t know h o w. So h o w c an y ou be for 

no mc chl11 9 wh o n lL h au n' t e v er bo o n g i.v o n tl n accept.J b c le d cf in i tlon 
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We better define subsistence and th e n decide whether we're for it 

- the gentleman over here may b e against it just as much as I am. 

REPRESENTATIVE NELS ANDERSON - I think what we ' ve also accomplished 

to is that to try to define subsistence as it may relate to ev e ry 

part of the State of Alaska may no t be the right thing to do 

because subsistence activities differ. We've been told to describe 

Gubsistence activities rather that try to define the term itself. 

When you came in, I remember the first thing you said was that you 

a r e for subsistence . 

DALE BONDURANT - I'm for using the r e source and living off it . I 

th i nk e very one of us is for s ubsi s t e n c e. 

REPRESE NTATI VE NELS ANDERSON - Bu t y o u' re not again s t subsi stenc e , 

but e v e n though we h a v e n't defined it yo u s til l h a ve a p o s ition o n 

i t . 

DALE BONDURANT - I'm ag a ins a ny p ri o r i ty o r e x c lus i ve use of s ub ­

siste n c e we all s ubsist, we all l i v e off o f mo ther e arth, every on e 

o f u s we don't ge t a nyth i ng from a ny p lac e else . And we 're all 

sub s i s t e n c e . I don't think t h e f arme r ha s a nym o re r i g ht t o b e a 

h as a nymo r e r i ght to b e a f arme r f r o m no w on, a nd h i s ancesto rs to 

b e f a rm e r s from now o n than me a s a ma c h i ni s t t o b e a macl1in is t f r o m 

n o w o n il nd so f o rth. We 'r e a l l li v i ng off mo th e r ear th u nd it ' s 

a competi tiv e th ing ilnd l et ' s no t gj vc peo pl e ex c lu s iv e o r prio r ity 

rig h ts . 

Clll\RL ES NF.LSON - I wo uld li k e to a s k o n q u es ti o n - 1'hilt ' s wh at I 

b r ou g l1 t up i n my s ta t em e n t - we u sed to b e ab le t o t a k e t h ese h c r r ln g 

r oe - hundr e d s o f p o und s o f i t . 'l'h o Jaw no w sa y s th a L y o u c an 

hov e o nly 10 lb s . p er f a mi ly and yet lo s t ~ umme r o r th e l as t t wo or 

three y e ar s sc in L bo at s hnv c come i n a nd t ak e n hund re d o f to 11 s , c u t 
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the ro e ~ ut of the he rring, sh ipped them to Japan, made big money 

off of them . · tha t equal rights of the economy of Ho so you oase 

the natural resource for the people? I don ' t care wh ethe r some -

l.' t - it doe sn ' t mak e any difference -body sells it o r I just eat 

it's there for the people - if I dec ide to put it up an d u se i t 

throught the winter for part of my living , I h ave a right to do 

that but the saw ha s changed n ow and says I no l o ng er have that 

right but somebody else has a right t o come in and take hundreds 

of tons because he has a permit . Now can you show the equality 

of that thing when you're talki ng about economy? 

DALE BONDURANT - Mr . I su re can and I'm for you just as mu ch- if 

some of these gentlemen have see n me in the fish and game meetings 

f ighting t he commerciali za tion of the resource just as much as I 'm 

aga inst a pr ior ity consideration for the subsistence use of t he 

r eso urce. I th ink that t h at resourc e belo ng s to e v e rybod e y a nd 

there s hould be an cquitabc use of it and I 'm not for the guy th<lt 

goes o ut here and j ust sa y s t ha t ' s rny live lihook. t s hould ha ve t he 

ri ght. to it I ' m a comme r c ial f j s herma n or I ' m a g u i d e - h im 

hnving any mor e right th~n you or me - T' m for nn equitabe rJght 

and I'l l fight right along wi.t h yo u agai nst t lrnt a n d l have i n t h ese 

h e <irings so I totally a g r ee with whn t he s ays. I don't t h i nk some-

body be c <iuse they got a commercia l license an d ;i bo\l t h n n .iny more 

rig h t to t hat r oe t h an th e ge n tl e man hc-- r c do cs . 

M/\ RK J/\ COBS , JR . - My n a m .. i. !> Ma rk ~laco b s , Jr. from Slt.)rn , /\l ask<i 

l w<:in t l:o thank yo u fo r df(o rcli n 9 me Lhln opporlu ni ty to c xpr c :;a my 

vi e ws on sub sist.~~ n cc hu 11 t i111J vnd fi:;; ldn CJ . /\lat. h o ugh l ' v<- bee n 

ad D p t o d I.: o ll c a !1 h cc o n o rn y l c 11 n no t tu r n my ba c k o n <1 N 11 L I v • C LI 11.: u r c 

und e r whi c h r was ra ised . S ubsist<-ncc hun ting nnc.1 fi s hing . /\lth o u q h 
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is something that I cherish. There's no monetry value that can 

be placed on it. Any laws or regulations that would either ban 

or severely restrict the Native would be destroying the Culture . 

I heard a statement here that was said - that no special group 

of people have ~ right to destroy any species of people or any 

species of anim;1l. I'd like to say that the State Legislature or 

the Federal Legislature has no tight to destroy a culture either. 

We ' ve ~een brought up under that system for many yedrs - I cannot 

turn my back on it. I am concerned about my status and my right 

to continue to use of subsistence resources. 

I wo uld be precluded because of my i nc ome . 

It seems to me that 

Hy continued use of Native foods has no eroded. It will be 

a part of my life as l o ng as I live . No amo unt of l a ws or r eg u l -

at.tons can b e create d to imply that I ca n no longer cra v e my 

tradjtionol food. Wh e n one i s acc ultur e cl to a certai n food the 

best whi. tc man' s stcu k c ilnnot sati s fy that c raving . 'l'rodin ti o rH\ l 

food tnking away a traditio nal f oo d ls lik e taking the ric e tlict 

o u t o f th c o r i e n ta l. 1' h il t ' s how s c r l o u s i t i s . Maybe it ca n be 

b es t e xpre ssed by taking Lh c politician or the bu si ness mJn and 

cs pcci,1lly those that e n · oy t he ir cocktui l ho ur s l r c "'lllzo it i l:I 

somcthin<J t hilt .i s c h er i !1 he cl j u st lik e we r hcri s h o ur trJditiona J 

u se of Nntlv c f oo d u . I f y o u c n ,, c t. ;1 p r o h i h i t i o n , L h c r c w i J l b c' 

a lot: o f :;c r .'.1 ml 11 9 and ho l lcr:f n<J h·om t he po !Jti. c i;ir\ lh e bt1 !'! ine:i:1 

ma11 uo c .:1u uc t h ey c h c r ii; h t h e ir c ockLniJ h o urR . I be I i C VC' l hu t I h 

'l' r a d i l. l o 11 .i 1 u u c l:l i. u tl l o t: d c • p c r L h ,, n t h i ~1 • I b ~ I i , v " c o 11 H c r v o t I o n 

<1nd s ubol:JLCll CC! C Jl1 be c ornp.:illbl ' . 'l'h u StLJ LC! of J\l t1Hk c.1, thr o ugh 

it s Go v e rnor, th e l cg lolulu rc .1 110 fll ldnly lh c S t..1tl! Pl11h ...and G .:im ~ 

c an be mo r e r 0D po11sibl c Lo t houc Lhut U U l'l Lroditt o n\\ I ~rn b s i s t c n c • 
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resource s and not be sportsman oriented o nly. 

REPRESE NTATIVE NELS ANDERSON - I agree , they cannot take the cock-

tail hour away. They better not do that. 

Judy Rosander - My name is Judy Rosander, I reside i n Fai rba nk , 

Ala s ka but I grew up in rural Alaska. A lot of questions that 

hav e been asked this evening is concerning th e definition of sub -

sistence. I think if anybody trie s to define it the y should leav e 

it as broad a possible. Cause if you star t narrowi ng it down -

it ' s going to b ecome l~w and have to man~ restrictio n s on th e 

people who hav e to us e that law. It ' s kind of a to uchy t hing. I 

would lea ve it as broad as possible a nd t h e n d i scuss regulations 

concerning if af t e r. a nd then I ' m also hearing to n ig h t, tradi -

tional way of l ife , traditional U fcstylc wh ich co nnotates t hat 

t hey hove tl c ho i ce . 'l'he peo pl e who uso those terms s hould gu 

out to t he v Jlluges wh e re t he y lrnv c to liv e off t h e land t h ere 

ls no c hoice a nd if yo u tu ko away s ubslstc 11 .:c J i vin g f:rom t he m 

you don 't take t heir lifestyl e or t hcjr way o f lif e , yo u take 

t h ci.r l lfc pcdod cause tha's whnt the y live of f:. I wou l d l ike 

the comm ittee i n mind also. /\n d c v cryl h l11C) else r wo n ted to say 

hn B b t!c n oaid . 

REPilESt:N'l' /\'l'lV I-.: S 'l'EVE CO WPr: R - Mr. Ch11lrm .. rn , t hl!i l s someth i ng t hat 

t thi n k i s cor r ncL. '!'here i o no c;; ."\ :;h ci.;0 11 o :ny to upc.:ik or 1 11 u lot 

of r ur .11 /\ l nskn - lL is in Ro me of th 1• lnrq or town :; .:ind o f cour ::H! 

it J!J h e r e in l.hc urb..in ."lrcnA . I t h I n k I I~ ' . A o m c L h l rHJ L h 11 L w c j u :3 L 

h.1 v <' Lo con !t icl ~ r - ,, l oL of t-h c vill lHJ<':J t11 t'\J.1Hku , t h · nubslst c nc " 

1•co 11 o my i M ( j no. udib l c ) LhaL ' a dll it I n . So m ~h ow T t hink Lho l: f,1 c t 

lrnn t;o be r('c og n izod - I <lon ' L kn o w ho w l o nq lt wi l l r c md .i. n 

t h.i t wny but LL Ii; nomot h i nq 1 w ~ 1u v 1• to rc c o9 nl cc 111 or cl t! r to mok<' 
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these decisions. The cash economy only ex t ends so far into 

rural Alaska . 

JUDY ROSANDER - It's nice to know you recognize that , lots of 

people don't realize that knowing that fact that people do li ve 

wholly off the land. 

WOODROW MORRISON , JR . -My name is Wo odrow Morrison Jr. I'm from 

Hydaburg but I've been living out in Shageluk , on the lower Yukon 

for the last three years . I like these other two gentlemen down 

here. I g r e w u p subisting. Here we get into that word again. 

nnyway , living off c ertain types of a diet. I think that as p e ople 

born into gener a tion aft e r generation of eating food like this 

their body adupts to ce rtain types of diets so there is no longer 

u mu tte r ..>f cholce it 's necessity but getting back t o th e word 

s ubsistence . The word s ubsis Lcn cc haa general u sage i n sociolg y 

and a nthropolog hy whi c h generally refers to meeting .:ind fuCilli ng 

basic needs . In other word s e no ugh to keep alive .is how it ' s 

gc n c rolly u ed . 13ut we hav e t wo differe nt stylos !Jl 11 c:c we arc 

11 ow qcttj ng i.nto thQ c ultur.1J dc>fi n ition of it. OuL in Lhc vjll.1g~ . 

wh en we 're talkl119 -.1bo ut ~ uh !i i : ;tcn cc we 're talklny abo ut Hurvival. 

Uut Lo Lhc N::iti v es t hJt mo ved Crom t.. h c Vil l ages t.n the c.I ty or lnrge 

Ut·ban c e nters s ubsistence hJi:; l>ccomC' Lr.:adltional. 

r operate a !>mnlJ grocery sto 1· 1 o ut i11 th e viJ1.1gc. /\nd 

pC'op l C' o ut· thc J·u Lhtdr primnry diot comel:J from Lh o l.'lnd. 'l'h c while 

fi s h , th e p ik e , t hl~ s h er·, rovvlL:; , .1n<l LhP HtuC(' t hey buy in t h e 

st: o r ~ :iuppl c rn c uL r. Lh.l t di c L . W h c r c n !{ , l b c I l c v " l h .1 L LI 1 c p c o p l c 

wh o h .i v c- mo v ed l!o the clty Lh Ir prJm.iry diet comc 5 fro m Lh o uto r o 

nnd in :1upp lcmo n t d by Lhu moouc th.it Lh o y get whon th"y go ollL 

t h e vll l ~1 9•l:l, finh 1-10 y o u huv c Lwo d ifferen t o n ct> hC?rc . Out 
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as you hav~ noticed I have not made too much of a distinction on 

income but income does play a large part in it . I ' ve heard 

somebody e l se say it should be put on income. We ll . I believe 

along the same lines that if it does get down to the point wher e 

the State has to decide who may take the fish and game then I 

think it ' s going to have to be done along the lines of poverty 

lev el i ncome. But then that would be only one of the criteria 

and I thi11r. for establishing it because if you go strictly on 

the income level the people who would b e hurt most on it would 

be the o nes that are not quite -their income would be slightly 

over that poverty l e vel whi ch would disquali~y them fo r sub ­

s i stence permits l ik e you hav e in so uthea stern. Down there they 

just apply for tham a nd you get it. But if i t doe s go o n the 

in c ome level th e guy that's makin g j u s t a little bit o ver what ' s 

it going to . ..:> t o h i m - is h e ging to quit h i s job s o that his 

in c ome wi ll go below t he level or is he goin g to work h arder so 

he Cu n 11ff:or d to buy more f o od. /\ncl as f :ir il S protecting t he ga me 

we did - r ~a~ an Jlternat o delegate to n meet ing down Pilot 

Stution, do wn on t he Yukon lust February, we were co ncerned with 

t he number o f mooi:Je t h.:it we re being kill e d o n t h e u pper ( i naudible) 

ll nd Left . So me of the moose we re l e ft with o n ly th e h ind quarters 

mb:udng. Ot hf• rft, tho e nt ire Cilrcas::J with o nly th e h e ad r~movcd . 

Down t n unj t LO , .in ar e a down .:irounc Pi a mut c , Kal skag , and MarshdlJ 

th e y wc ro ha v i ng wo rse problems. d own th ere with t. hc airpl<'lnc 

h u n t c 1· ~l com 1 n g l n J n d u s i n 9 C B r a d i o s l> u t t: h c r c w .1 s n o t h i 11 9 a 11 y b o d y 

co uld da ~bout lL. Wa used e xi at ln~ Sta te lnw s an d we propose d 

t.o t h o St<lt c Oe pnt: t ment of F'1 s h and Gome to r; t up two subs i ste nc e 

zonea tlnd we dJd it with t.he und crstn nd J ng t h at u ub s istenc\l zon cn 
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would not keep out any State resident regardless if he was Native 

or white, it would keep out the foreign and non-resident hunters, 

primarily, it would limit the type of vehicle that could be used 

to travel into the hunting area. And Fish and Game backed off 

on it and gave us the control zone - called the Paradise Control 

Zone one the lower Yukon well, bounded on the west by the Yukon 

River and the Inoko River on :.· the east running down below Holy 

Cross and then North above Grayling to Eagle Island and then on 

acrosG to th e mouth of the Ididarod Rl · ~ r. So what happened was-

what we did was i t p>:ohibited airc raft from landing within the 

zone , in other words if a hunter came out he could not land on the 

river wi th a float plane i n front of the town of Shageluk, h e 

could lan d o n the lake b e h i nd th e town, becau se it was beyond th e 

bound.:iry. But what it f orce h i m to do wa s to hunt und e r o u r terms. 

!·le had to go up riv e r by boa t the same wa y we do, th e n b ri ngin g the 

meat o ur, h e L'O Uld no t remove a 11 y part of the meat with a c hart e r e d 

air c raft . It ha d to b e ta ken o ur on a sch ed ul ed mai l r un or how­

e v er you ca ll it. 

We wa n ted to go a step furth er but we were t urn ed down. We we re 

told th e l" is h and Ga me dldn' t hav e the mo n e y t o do .lt. We wanted 

to p u t a c o ntro l typo o f o ffic e r, more o f a c u stoms i n Rpec Lor type 

p o rs on, in each o f t he. fo ur landing zoncH , We ll 1 t h ink t h arc wo r e 

Clvc anyway ther e Wilt> Grnylin, /\nv i k, llo ly Cross a11d Sh.'.lgc luk a nd 

wh at we wcrC! ilttemptinq t o do Wlll:i for ce t h nt hunt e r to bring th o 

0 11 tiro c .ar c .uw bac k to t.hu t d Pslg nn tcd land ing .:i rca wh c r o t hat 

s II b s i s L c II c c () ( f i c c r , 0 r w Im L c v c r y 0 \I w l\ II t c cl t 0 c () 11 h i m • w 0 u 1 d 

inspec t Lhc ca r case an<l dctc rm l n o h o w mu c h or 1t ia no l o nqcr u s ~bl c 

You k no w b 1 o o d 3 h o t ll n d n l 1 t. h c r c :; t o f i t t h c JH I r ts h c co uld n • t 

u nc . /\nd olso to check, and get a n ·:accu n c tc account o f how many 


