
.. . . . ~ . . 

12 . SCCMM 6 :. SENATE . SPECIAL COMM~- ON. l~LCQHQLISM 197 7-78 . ' 



650 International Airport Rd. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99502 
9!)7-276-4524 

JOHN M. STAMM, Ph.D. 

January 6, 1978 

Hon~rable Mike Colletta 
Special Senate Committee on Alcolioli.sm 
1016 West Sixth Avenue, Stdte C 
Anchorage , Alaska 99501 

Dear Senator Colletta: 

Enclosed are our recommendations for legislation dealing with 
alcoholism and alcohol abuse. Having viewed the program on KAKM 
aired January 4, 1978, our recommendations are perhaps similar to 
those from other agencies/communities. Being closely involved with 
school distr icts and aware of the great need for comprehensive (K-12) 
curriculum planning in the general area of health education, it is 
our judgeruent that initiating alcohol education programs will stimu­
late cm:riculum planning in the health education area. Additionally, 
the proposed legislation ought to provide appropriate financial in­
centives to establish and maintain these efforts. 

Your committee 1s to be commended for the solicitation of citizen 
input. . Thank you for your continuous attention to our recommendations. 

Director 

,JMS: kt 

Enclosure 

Director 



Mat- Su Council on Alcoholism 
Box 1503 

Wasilla, Alaska 99687 

January 10, 1978 

Senator Mike Colletta 
Senate Special Co~~ittee on Alcoholism 
Pouch V 
State Capital 
Juneau , Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Colletta: 

In that we were unable to get through to you on the telephone 
during the program that was held on Channel 7, it was decided by 
the group meeting in Palmer, to draft a letter indicating some of 
t!1e things we talked about in our meeting after the program. Below 
you will find suggestions made by the group. 

We would like to see a comprehensive alcohol program in the 
Mat-Su Borough . Federal grant programs are not adequate and there­
fore we would request that the legislature add to the existing 
revenue sharing statut es funds , in any amount. This should be 
returned to the local communities on a revenue sharing formula, 
specifically for alcohol programs. There again, we feel very strong 
about this suggestion and feel that it is the number oile, most 
important s ugges tion . 

Secondly , we felt that if the bars were closed at 2 :00 a . m. 
that this will keep the DWI off the road . 

Third, it was s uggested that professional people coming in 
contact with the alcoholic, such as the police , doctors , nurses , 
social workers, alcoholic counselors etc . , have more tr·aining as 
to how to deal with the alcoholic and the alcoholism problem . 

Mike, you did a fantastic job in getting the people involved 
and that is what is needed . Congratulations to you and your s taff . 

(S~cere~~ 

Jim~, Director 
Mat - Su Council on Alcoholism 



HOONAH COUNCIL 
ON ALCOHOLISM 

January 9, 1978 

Senetor Mike Colletta 

HOONAH, ALASKA 99829 

P.o.aaxzaa 

[9D7J 94s-aa9a 

Senate Committee on Alcoholism 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V 
Juneau, tlaska 99811 

Dear Senator Mike, 

We first want to thank you for taking Hoonah into consideration in your 
efforts to do something about the alcoholism problem in Alaska . It has 
certainly contributed more than its share of grief in our community . 

After the first public hearing , and the final radio hearing, we came up 
with the proposed legislation for your office to consider. We felt this 
was what applied to our community. We are much different this year than 
in previous years because for the first time, we have become involved in 
alcoholism education and prevention in the schools , outreach counselling 
into the community , and, of course, the second. year of oparation of our 
male halfway house . 

We were sorry that we c:ould not have included our comments in the radio 
hearing that was held on January 4. We had a number of people who came 
to our meeting to add their comments , but we were unable to get through . 
It was intereoting , however, to hear pretty much the same comments from 
other communities. 

We look forward to fnllowi.ng your acti 1rl ties and see what this Legislative 
session will do about the alcoholism problem this year. 

Sincerely, 

Charlotte 
Dir.actor 

Attachment 



Senat e Sp"cial Comm:i.ttee on Alcoholism 
Pouch V 
Sta.te Capitol 
Juneau, Alaaka 99811 

Oontlemen: 

Box h033 Star Rt. A. 
Anchorage, Alaak~ 

99507 

JtLnuary 9, 1978, 

You ha.ve a gre111.t idea. coming to 'the people about the new bill on 
Alcoholism. 

But, won ' t it be like so manij other bills that afft!ct soineone~s 
pocketbook? How much pre~sure are t,he liquor intcrestB , cabaret 
un"'ons "l.nrl dillpensing bu3in!!s5es going to put. in this? If , for once, 
the leginl1ttors w~rnlc th; nk in terms of what• e the bost f or the people 
&nd not for the money interests perh~ps our laws wo~change consider-
11.bly in this country. 

Let's considar thene two p(l)ints that were ment i nnl'ld on the Channel 7 
program the other nir.ht: 

First: Increa.iJe the t ax on dl alcoholic~ b~vora.ge~ u much al! is 
necenu.ry to foot the bill to treat this problem. Why is it fair 
that ~omo people m1.ko a fortune selling an unnece:su.ry product and 
that we aa taxpay,,rs havo to pay the r~pa.ir pill for tho clan age do no? 
Let thoaci who u:so it and dispcm1c it pay for .it. 

Second: Cloao all so.lea of alcoholic beverages nt midnieht Mondays 
through Frida.ys , 1 a. m. on Sunday morning, clo:sed :i.11 day b'unclay .a.nd 
all 'Holiday15. 

You :start wlth these i tem15 on that bill and in a. few years :i.11 the other 
education, finen, sentencing and tre:i.trnent will bo minimal. 

I shnll be anxious to see how the liquor interest:i buy the legislator3 
out 0 r this cine . 

Youra truly, 

<-??·1 c., .. ,.,~ / v/ ~ -- < 
//.,/ l ,? (;/7? '-'t7 'd'/f?~ZZcl' 
"'r:i . Lloyn II . Strid 



NEAL & COMPAl'~V. INC .. 
P.O. BOX 393. HOMER, ALASKA 99603 · C907J 235-8141 

13 January 1978 

Senate Special Committee on Alcoholism 
Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Gentlemen: 

I attended the recent public hearing on Al coholism in Homer, where everyone was 
connected to a state-wide network. We were unable to speak so r would like this 
letter to serve as my 11 input . 11 

First, I would like to point out that I personally enjoy moderate dri nking at 
t imes and I do occasionally go to bars . 

I think that there should be a lot stronger controls on those who dispense alco­
holic beverages in bars and in liquor stores and I was taken by the suggestion 
b.Y some that bartenders and cocktail waitresses be licensed by the State. I 
think that it is a very good idea to license bartenders and waitresses for serv­
ing alcoholic beverages and there could be two classes of licenses , one for the 
supervi sor and another for employees under the supervisor. There should be a 
supervi sor licensed person in the bar at all times. We license other businesses 
in the State to protect the public interest , such as hairdressing, real estate, 
construction, and on and on and on. Surely the public would gain by licensing 
those who dispense alcohol. 

Along with the lice11sing act should come a series of regulations on the dispens­
ing of alcoholic beverages. This woul d inc'lude stiffer control s for selling to 
minors, and selling to intoxi cated persons . I'm sure that enforceable regula­
tions could be made. 

There are hundreds of ideas being di scussed, most of which involve addi t ional 
public money for rehabilitation of alcoholics. I am willing to support rehabili­
tation programs through taxes but I think that a much better effort should be made 
to control the alcohol before it gets to the alcoholic. Certainly i f an alcoholic 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 



Senate Special Co~mittee on Alcoholism Page 2 

is considered a sick person who cannot help himself, a person who dispenses alco­
holic beverages to this person shoul d also be held responsibl e for the consequences. 
Further, I'm not sure that those who dispense can be counted on to have a social 
conscience and they do have an economic interest in dispensing more alcoholic 
beverage. I'm sure that economic sanctions against those who contribute to the 
problem wil l bring the best result. 

Thank you v~l'Y much for spending so much of your time and effort in working on 
this ~eri~us problem. We sincerely hope that you are successful in the endeavor. 

Sincerely, 

NEAL & COMPANY, INC. 

~~,_f 
Tony Neal 

TN:je 

cc: Mike Dougherty 
Cook Inlet Council on Alcoholism 



A very good idea. this model 
drafting of a bil l . For the 
first time I feel l ike I h~ve 
some inuut in the m~kin~ of a 
bill . t ho~e t he nre - Christm8s 
activities of neon1e don ' t 
prevent them ~v~i 1ine themselves 
of the onnortunity to ~t le~st 
make a stab ~t it . I tried . 

·, 
• 



Dear Senator Colletta: 

Thank you :for providing me ~ith the opportunity to respond to the 
efjfp;ts of your Comm).ttiee "t:.9. 9-rf'~t a compr~hensl,ve bill relating ~ t o, ' 
tne~ treatment of alcoholism and alcoholic beverages. As you will note,• 

.. m;i,;~ .. ~P911~e on tl;le ·enclose'a'.· draft b~ll is· limited to the .section, •• 
dealing wj th 'the trea.tment'•'of alcoholism; and is directed tow?-rds . • 

· ·ip.e remedy of a bas'ic problem ,in the way State agencies address ·the 
alcoho~ic individual. 

As a £ormer ~ocial Wcrker for the Divi~ion of Family and Children Serv~ces 
for th·e Stat~ of Alaska, I have been d.isturbed'.for some time over . the 
tendehcy of State agencies to side-step and evade their obligatlo~ towards 
the affltcted alcoholic . Discouiging past histories involving alcoholios) 
overlayed with limited fund,.1~gJ 1s ~ften used ·by agenciftS ~o withhold 
cr1t1c·a1 services from th'e •alcoholic , r am., particularly conce;rned 'in 

·t~i~ regard with the attitudes and practices o'f our Div~sion 'of' V.oc.ati'onal . 
Heha.b111 tat1on ( DVR). · · 

t • t ;, '" I ' 

Jt is iny belief that in ~rder to greatly increasA the probability that 
an alcoholic will succeed in any rehabilitation pi an, it is vital that 
the , individual identify a tangible r eason for con1.inued abstinence . 
'rhat muon is perfectly clear to me. I have found that ln order to have 
any success in the rehab~litation p;rooess of ·an a.lc~ho~io ', ' the afflicted 
alcohol:lc, mtlst ' either be ~n danger qf los;lng some~hing tangible , such 
~s wife, .children,. job, eto. J or, oe ~n a. _posiit1on 1;to get tneEJe same · 
things bach · contingent upon· abstinence . Th.B "sRid-row" type of alcoholio 
who· has already lost ex.erything including h~s family, job, and aeJ.f­
respec·b, and feels that' there h no chano~ to "oarn" these things 
back , will never be a good candidate for ~ahabilita.tion services, Based 
on tho above premise , an agency suoh as the Divialon of Vooatlonal 

1 Rehal>ilitation can be and should be a critical part of the alcoholics · 
decision to refrain from further intoxioation. This agency should .be 
providing employment goals and incentives to the active alcoholic as a 
prorequlaite to toal ab0tine~ce • 

• 
The •Division .of Vooa·tionai Rehabilitation haa· the real pote~t1.al to 
:Provide the alcoholic with the tralninri and bthe1· assl:stance necessu y 
for full-time employment,' 1.e. something very ,or1tlc8:.l that was inevitably 
lost in the drinking experience . 'This agency should be using 1 ts 

to tell the ;:t.lcoholic, ''her , you can ·be a contrlbut.ing member 





Senate Special Committee on Alcoholism 
State Capitol 
Pouch V 
Juneau , Alaska 99811 

Friends ; 

615 H Street #5 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
January 4, 1978 

In response to the Public Televmsion and Radio program tonight 
on the State Alcoholism program , I wish to mal{e the following 
points. 

1) An increase in State spending on this probiem may only 
itlcrease "more of the same" type of approach, which is 
expert in failure . We have no need of merely shoring up 
the "alcoholism treatment industry"in this state . There 
is no indication that this will have any effect at all on 
the incidence of alcoholism . The same can be said of many , 
though not all , of the suggestions which came to the 
Committee from state residents . The State should put no 
money into any program-- educational , preventional , or 
treatment--which has not proven to be successful . Is 
there any indication, for example , that more information 
in the public schools "K througn High &hool" will lower 
the incidence of alcoholism? 

2) Having alcohol consumer and dealer pay for the cost of 
alcoholism programs will have the effect of putting 
the State government i.n the position of having a vested 
interest in the sale of liquor rather than in the elimination 
of the problem. The State and the people should be forced 
to pay for this problem out of their own poc!{ets rather thari 
putting it off on alcohol victims and the liquor industry. 

3) The present alcoholism treatment structure is both racist 
and discriminatory against the poor. While there is treatment 
readily available for those with financial status , the poor 
and minority groups have it denied. (Details provided on request) 

~ In current discussions, there has been every effort to 
deny the fact that 1) alcoholism is a disea~e 2) the cause 
of which is known (the ingestion of alcohol to the point of 
addiction) and 3) the trE?atment of which is known (removal of 
the addicting substance) . 

In the field of medicine , there is the tendency to i gnore 
or deny a cure when it would demand a radical change in 
cultural mores. Obvious cures, and even very simple ones 
are passed over for other cures often highly expensive and 
complicated which are not as effective and may in fact be 
positively harmful . We Jcnow , for example , the cause and 

- 1-



cure of cancer . It is caused by the 5.ntr.t:ili.lction of certain 
irritating substances into our bodies and our environment . 
But rather than l~emove those substances , we choose to spend 
billions of dollars on a search for a cancer "vaccine" and 
on radical cancer surgery and radiation, thereby creating 
an enormous cancer treatment industry availdble only to the 
most affluent . 

The same situati on obtains also in the fie l d of alcoholism 
treatment : the further the public and their leaders get 
away from the hard scientific data of alcoholism , the more 
complicated , expensive , profitable, and ineffecti ve treatment 
tends to be. 

5) Treatment of an addictive disease simply demands removal 
of the addictive substance from the patient for a long 
enough period of time so that he or she can lear n to live 
without it . Because of the very nature of addiction, this 
often requires constant supervision which must be admitted 
is involuntary confinement . Although such supervision or 
confinement seems to be punitive , there is no reason for 
government to otherwise punish or fine the alcoholic . 

In every discussion , you must be reminded that alcoholism 
is an addictive disease . 
We know now that addiction itself is a form of allergx and 
as such, part of the immunological load . Experts now have 
shed some light on the craving aspects of addiction in 
showing that addiction of any sort is the most se~~ious form 
of stress the bodx can undergo . 

Those who appreciate this fact can see how r:_a.iculous it is 
to impose deterr ents on alcoholic "offenders " such as DWI ' s. 
Whether sober or drunk , the alcoholic has no choice bu t to 
seek the substance which every cell irn his bony demands. 

Considering this loss of free choice , this irra+.ionaiity, 
the community has no choice but to put him in a situa+.i.un 
where he not only will dry up but also bo cured of the 
addiction , which may take several months ~r years . 

Such a health-producing policy aimed at produci11g a 
variety of alcoholism treatment centers where people have 
to stay until they are pronounced "cured" would in itself 
be much more educative than any (K through 12) program we 
could offer. It would merely state that alcohol is an 
addictive substance which deprives us from full use of our 
reason. Those who succuml" to the disease are already 
deprived of reason- -the prerequisite of freedom in our culture-­
and will be be properly supervised and treated until such 
time as they are cured of th0 diseas~ . 

The cure is 1cnown . All you have to do is implement it . 

Sincerely , 

1f~t~~!f~:~ !-1 &Ll~ --
William H. DuBay ·v ·~ 



Special Senate Committee on Alcoholism 
1016 Wast 6th Avenue, Sui ta C 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Gentlemen: 

Thank you for this opportunity to express ~,. views . 

The single greatest factor in the growth of alcoholism in the 
vlllages is the shipment of alcohol by airfreight. 

1 . It should be ill egal for airlines and air taxi operators , 
as well as for the shipper, to ship alcoholic beverages into 
dry villages and tomrn . 

2. Penalties for violating the ~bove provision shoul d be 
strict, and should be enforced. .• carrier should be responsible 
fer having knowledge of the material he ships . 

J . Although ·~here are likely tc be rn.3ny violations , and it's 
unlikely every violat,er can be caught, regular spot checks should 
be made by Troopers , of shipments parliicul<lrly from towns which 
are now stpplying the alcohol (in \·!astern Ala.ska: Nome and 
1led Devi:) . 

Secondly, it 1 s no secret t hat ilomo bars are clenrly serving obviously 
intoxic:ited customers , and that local J.i r;uor stores are selling 
alcoholic beverages to persons they know are re-peddling the stuff to 
minors, as weJl as packaging large shipment::> into taxicabs for obvious 
tran5port to TelJ3r, a supposedly dry villago . I don't lmow if this is 
a mutter f or l egislation 01· simply for stricter loc ri l inforcement, but 
I think the facts , however unprovable in a court of law, should bo 
mn de lmm·m . 

I profer that rzy name bo kept confidential in connection with the above 
rvirwrks . Thank you once af;ain . 

Since.rely yours , 



.. . . 

_d,~3~~ /LJ>~, 

#; .. 13~<-tfl-VZ-<J · -~~ ~- -~~~ 7 
~ ~:v ~!re-+'7 ~ .~ . 
/-?~-<J ~~ C'.Lz_<-7$~ , Glr.......,..~ 

{):..<? ~~ (/ Cl-.7 -t;I~ H~ k~ ...-:v-~-?<-<2y 
-b/l'( o-u<-~~ ex-,~ .A.~;/'L£~ 
&~ ~ ~ -e:J'~ ~L/2.d - ~t, k .. 

~~~-' (//'P~,J}-efl ~ ~ 







Juneau 

Sir, 

I hearo ewer KSfli·I that you were interested in public response to t,he 

tlcolwJ ic abuse sii.."Uation in -la ska . I a'Tl ·a non- drinking alcoholic , non-

dri.nldng ;.1ow since J:969. I almost died several tilr.es, being unconscious and 

del -iY'ious twice for about seven days . My poi nt tlEre is th.at I s till drank 

after that experierce, and that an alky. must he hit very hard indeed, viz.: 

often whbn one of thetn kil ls a flami ly of five , say, in a car acciclen 1·., that 

kin.cl of shoclr , after t he fact unfor tunately, can wake them up . I s t oppc d 

drin.ki,·e s pr 'ng 1 69 . !.A aicln •t do i t , nor accepting Ghrist, r.o real r ea!>on 

I .:un aware of at that t:iJne or this . Viy rea~on for r iffing this experience is 

boc:i1.1r:e of '...nat noL kno1·1ini.; , what stopped me . I was i n mental hospi tals as 

a volunteer patient, wi"lich i i, Lho first ::-"13p, cc·lj them to acbnit there ii: a 

.;.JJ:'oblem. It is usually a very er:10 liionel kind. of vroblem, und i :; very s i.rnilar 

w heroi.11 wldio l~.Lon . If tho c n111>c :Lousnens of the j11d:i.vidu1.tl can be oron~ht up 

or out. of the t:mot:LoH, a;1<l c;m c;e t. 0 11ject.:iv u , to t...hc _;roblcrn t.ha1, the dr:Lnk:in g . 

is abon t., cove::rs (alcohollsm i:.; a ::,yrn1)t,om of so11etilil'\'~ oJ.so uanally) f·l1on 

n a l ' i Le uf passn~~o , I 

wa:: .i•·oune for J.ti, 22 ;111d oar:l Lot.· on T. stm~ l1Jd <lrinkine llm-1.l, ci"t-rho;d.s by 

?.3 or 211 etc . We huve no ." Ln:; of .>a:;s:l£:.o ; l l.h:is .;oclo l~y 1·e1.lly, not. li. .e 

tho i>'l.l" i-1.LL:;v uy r l;al i.LVrj it i.:..., 1101' ih1 : •• 10"L'O novero r H us as t.he .·,1r,t;r.U.i.nn 

;''>vl':i.r:i.nos havo1 .J11:.t, t:r·uilt1."1.L1: fr~'Hl htt_h 111.ho~l 11.n<l Urn!, :t!1 ~m110 l~Lr.ie:; -~ t,, all. 
(~ f:'f-J.'-• -rllt t1Ao1:?IP1i,1.:, /a..- er!uL.-'?ft.b,.) 1 dtl~e1/...,'J:'d; &'-'P.:' :;.,..,~ t 1~.,., 

Ala .. b i. har; llor u\Jll pro1,J.oin~; under.Jc 10 ih• :J t:.lte, tJio u 1101111t. of: 8~•cv~n , d1ioh 

of, on <'l'Ca 1·0 a phobia t.o n µ1.1•:Jt•Jl '..utd i.n[~1 ·ov1r. thom, too much li:Une 1€unJess one 

i :1 'A t o<h1 ho1: 1111 I. t·,ypu , no t-. t L10 1.1any l'eall y r-U" o) ul' noi. oum ch w dt1 , !K1.l 0-

r c1·1 ·\l<~ contf turn_, .. , Lht: hrn~IJ1 "C IJH{1·111111Jr:,, nor .:iLlve p1:0!Jlc.: , or 1J10 1~f•J11c of 

tlw ·•.ll·~ - an ·1.Lr:ol10llc i.1; .l.:li!'.J.YG i.l1to u e:;·uno , r:w12sm·1.t1ohi p, opf.'O! ' Lrn1i.,t(uaually 

u 8l'1.'lt1t,; ~laltl~.:in 1.rait, 1·hld1 1. t'-IJ w "LndJ.c.i.1,Lvo), 1'he1·0 is ..t l''ll.'actox of I.ho 

:-:i.":1; of l.he:: fi t.,d-.c Vl!l' G\.l s foe.. I ~ 1d or ~;ma.tl IJ.J\-m hai1 eulJ- '1.\1 ill'OllO s s t.h ,,:, clrnnk::; 

.. , 



Conversc;1e y, the changes_ going. on, the 

1lcoho li: in is a great hol e , 



C/f./-t.-1 

A1o i ~ o c (. ~t-/;? 
1 

AilJ ~ 1/0;../#' r ~ 

"~~( 1,'t, -6tf-r-?/ A-~ /~/f-t./c:-:::; 

foo 7.:;: I ,p~ ?f-}'<. 

~~Ce~xt~ 



City of CG.all(eiraa 
J>,o. Box 149 

Galena, Alaska. 99741 

Telephone (907) 656-1281 

January 5, 1978 

Senator Mike Coll ~tta 

Special Committee on Alcoholism 
Pouch V - State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Colletta : 

We were extremely disappointed that we were unable to get a hook-up 
for the statewide broadcast of the meeting . I was informed on D~cember 
30, 1977, late in the afternoon, of the type of equipment needed. An 
employee of RCA was told about the meeting on January 3. I was told by the 
local telephone serviceman that it would take at least two weeks to arrange 
for that type of hook-up because of the unavailability of the proper ma­
terials, locally. In the future, we will be better prepared if a little 
more advance planning is done. 

Despite the fact that we were unable to hear the broadcast, members of 
the community met and made the following recommendations: 

I. a . Education programs dealing with alcohol abuse should begin in 
grade school 

b. Opportunities should be made available for people to develop 
other interests for a better utilization of their time 

c . Appropriations for youth recreational facilities with trained 
supervisors 

d. Funded extra-curricular activities at school stressing activities 
indigenous to ares, such as cross-country skiing 

II . Alternatives and Treatment 

III. 

IV. 

a. Establish adult centers or coffee shops where alcoholic beverages 
are not served 

b. 

c . 

d. 

a . 

b . 

Appropriation for snack- bar, recreation center for young people, 
to become self-sufficient and run by young people 

Stress follow-up treatment such ns counseling and daily support 
after release from treatment center 

Establish half-way houses in villages so that person will not 
have to leave his environment 

Local Option 

Villages voting to ''go dry" increase incddence of boot-legging 
and do not lower rate of comsumption 

Better screening of npplications for liquor establishments 

Enforcement 

Strong laws already exist and should be consisten~ly enforced 



'Page 2 

We recently experienced some serious problems steltl!Iling from alcohol 
abuse and have amended our City Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance to attempt 
to alleviate the problem. 

I hope our suggestions will be included in the Bill. 

Sincerely, 

Hollis M. Mitchell 
City Manager 

HM/ph 



s_..,' t··~f ·> ~.. ~ .. 
. Senator 'Mike Oo 1 lett9?~ Chairman 
' ,."1' ~.: ,, ..... .., - 11 ·• & , 

·· ·; Sp~oial S~Ji-~t• Co1B14tt•• on 
,.A,lcoholh•' and Aloohol Al>uee 

, ~ P •Oi ' Box. -'188 ·· , .. ·. 
·· · An~hor•g•-~ ·Al ~or 
' '"" I ':.' • ... : , "'r .. ,. ~ 

De•r Senator O~~letta, . 
"';~ .,.;"<) t ~~ l. ' , 

' " • •• .; ' 1-, 

Enoloaed tin.I, iiy work dre'tt ·~o)yfot .. bill'-ea· alcoholi•••" 
# •• \~··· 

~ • • \ .. ~ .{, . 't '.· • 

; I'~ te•l ·it '1~ time to t•k• clre•tio 111eeauri• ·:te· curb •looholb-. -tor' the 'ub 
ot tho•• whoa• live• •re being ruined •n• ai.o ·ror the ••k• •t th• innecent 
peopl• 11rou~ the-. · · .. · '. ,. . ·' ··:r · . ·, _, .. · 

' 
I am a r•latiT• new comer to AlRska, I 1va. enly been here tbre• year•, but • 
I . •••. nenr te lt •uch preHu_re ~o d'r~!\.k Al I · ~··· h•-:• ln Al••b. I h•Ye r .... 

gone to many home• h•~• in Al••ke where I 1he•• not ' b••n gi••n an alternAte 
ta a herd liquor. Ther. he•• not e•en ·hp• a •ctt •rink 1or a no~loehell• . 
drink in the"house, ·they ,ju•t as•UH •••r1en• •rlnb • : What ohence· doH " 
an ·.:1ooho'lio hev• •ho 18 trying to quit it friend• 11nd budn•H AOquanhnc•• 
don't hP.ftt •omelhing elee enibble to hi•. Drinking eoea1 to be ,. th'• 0)!171

' 

torri or enterte~nment people know. The •XOU•• 1• thrt there ~· ' nothing . to 
de ~n Al11ka. ThAt aan enly be an •x ou•• 111 there are th• 1am~~ t~ing1 
te ••here •• there 1• ln any pl~o• in the U.S.A. It i1n't •Ten a goo• 
e9cu1e ln the bu•h and rur•l are~•• I grew upl ln 'a re•ot• rur1l area 
but we toun4' un1 thing• to keep u1 ·oooupi~d. We ent•i'.:t•in,.. ou_rH lYH 
with re~cling, friend•• making thing•, Tidting and h,.Yit>g partiH (without 
drinking), oe1m1Unit1 ·actiYiti••• . · • - • ' 

. 
We need 1a· rHl 'ca111>9i8 agani•t liquor, non.• ot u1 nee4 it. Ju1t •• the 
non~•~icer1 are begirinlftg te ·•tnn• up and be oou~~"d, I think oµr legilbture 
•hould 1tend. up ancl1 r•tuH ~~· Hrn liquor at th,,,i J' function• "nd 1peak 
eut ag•niat it. A• lndi•idual• we •hould retuoe to aerv• it in ~o .. • and 
r•tu•e to attend function• where it ii ••r•ed. Our leghhture 1houH 

' ,. I ' ~ 

encourage eur bu•ln••• ee..unltJ t• di•b~nd the oeolcta11 partle• th•J 
gi•• t• bu•lne•• •••ool~t·• and te their employe••· . 

I al•• a• ln , ... ~ •t the liquor lndu1tr1 h•T•lng t• toot th• bill ter 
r•h•bllU.•tioa et .aloohotlc•• ' ... • . , ' 

I hope rou will oon•i••r 11,f •ugge•tlon• when you rr• putting the bill 
t.og•ther, 

s1nure11, 

~.I.ii'~:~~ 
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RL1ral Alaska 
C01TlrnLt11ity Actio11 Prograrn, I nc~ 

,. 

December 29, 1977 

.. . .. 

. ' 
I ' • 

.. . . ,,_ ,.., 

.· ...... 
Cari Jack, Presdient 
Association of Village Council Presidents, I nc. 
PO Box 239 .•. 
Bethel, Alaska 99559 

Ref: Hur AL CAP Resolution . #77- 113. (enclosed) 
......... I' 

Dear Carl: . ' ~ . ; ... 
, ....... : ~ . ''- ' . ..... 

P'aul Gregory introduced for the Board's consideration the 
Bethel Reso~ution #192 addressing the Governor's alcoholism 
package. As you can see frqm the resolution, we did not 
totally e ndorse the Bethel resolution, preferring to wait 
until after the Citizens' Participation Conference has had 

· a chance to hash through the Governor' s package, the recommen­
. clnt.ions of t :1e Special Interim Commi tt ec on Alcoholism and 

Alcohol-Helated Legislation (the Colletta Committee), and 
other proposals that may be before the Legislature in February . 

Mennwhile, we do provide our full endorsement to the concern 

, ., 

.. 

.. ' 
being expressed by Bethel and have pluried nlcoholisrn as one · ~ 
of tho priority toplcs to be addressed nt the CPC (now scheduled ~ ·· 
as you know, . for February 23, 24 n.dn 25, i~ June nu) . ~ ·;~ . ._ 

Plcnso let me know if there's anything els e we can do on this 
subject at this time. 

s~. ce1~oly, 

p~~th 
Executive Director 

PJS/shl 

' . ' I I. 

' t; , • • • 

.. I ...... 

,·, ., 

. \' 

,.. . cc: Ms . Din no Lo. ncsche 1 Offj.ce of the Governor 
' ' Senator Mike Co l letta 

• I· I 

" \ \.f \ \ 

.. , 
\ • 

' " ~· 

... 

.. 
1• .. .,. 

,. .. ~ .. ·/ 
! . 

J . 

,I 

.. ' 
' I I 

< 

.. . 

i· /1\ ! 
. 

/\drninistrcition • l ~O. Box :i<3908, Anchorng(', .-\l i lSk<l DH.SOI • (007) 27D·2441 
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' I ' 



.. ' . : 

. \., 
.,· · 

. ~ · ' 

. ' r 

~ .. 
I, 

1' . . '· 

I' 

" .. 

': 

RL1ral Alaska 
CornrnL111it)T r\.CtiOI1 Progra1)1, Inc·. 

ENTI TLED: 

'I 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

RESOLUTION #77-43 

ENDORSING CITY OF BETHEL RESOLUTION NO . 192 
REGARDING ENDORSEMENT OF 'l'HE GOVERNOR'S PROPOSALS 
FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION ADDHESSING THE PROBLEMS 
OF ALCOHOLI SM AND ALCOHOL ABUSE WI'l'HIN THE STATE 
OF ALASKA 

I ~ 

the City of Bethel has passed Resolution No. 192 
endorsing ai1d supporting the Governor's proposals 
for legislative action addressing th~ problems of 
alcoholism and alcohol abuse within the State of 
Alaska and encouraging the State Legislature t0 
pass and approve the salient elements of these 
proposals, and ~ 

the RurA~ CAP Board recognizes the fact that the 
City of ~ethel is . a dry co~nunity which is 
continually concerned with the problems of 
bootlegging aud lack uf a<lequaLe comvensation 
because of a loss of sales tax revenue associated 

., . 

,, 

. ; ,. 

" 

with liquor sales, and · · .. ·:.· 
'\ ',, . ;, 

WHEHEAS, the Governor's proposals for legislative action 
addressing the problems of alcoholism and alcohol 
will be addressed at the Citizens' Participation 
Conference in February, and. 

·. 

~. 

. . . 

-i 
. ".i 

'• 

" 

,, 
r 

WHEREAS, the RurAL CAP I3oard has not studie d the proposals 
and formulated a formal position on the specific 

I '""• . ...~ ~ ,:• ... , 

I ... 

. ' 
1,, I 

" .... .... 

RESOLVED, 

r emedies proposed; 
\ . 

> • .• • • 

now, t herefore, be it . ., 

that the Board of Directors of the Rural Alaska 
Community Action Program does hereby endorse the 

. . · ' ' 

·' 

,. 

thrust of the City of Bethel's llesolution #192, that 
being the need fo r relief from the specific problems 
experienced by a dry community in Alaska , ns well as 

, • 

. . 
... · ... , ' 

•.+• • 

.. 

for a comprehensive program addressing the problems 
of alcohol and alcohol abuse in the entire state, but 
t he Board does al so reserve its prerogative to formulate 
nn independent position on the Governor's proposals at 
n later date. 

, .. •. ,. 

' ... · .· ·' ·· .. 
"'··· ·,, ,,. ' ,• ... 

I ' 

I ~ 

I ' I 
. ~~ ' 

.,. 1\ d1ni11istrntio11 • l ~O. Box 3<~no8; .-\pc l1orag<.'. A li:lska no:,01 • (007) 279·~44 1 
,..· , t ~I ' ' ·, , ' = - ~-1.. .... L . ___ . - I \\ \ 



RESOLUTION #77-43. 

Adopted at a meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Alaska 
Community Action Program, Inc., on December 6, 1977, in Anchorage, 
Alaska . 

Signed : 

Signed: 
Executive Director 

Act ion Program 

r 
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Section 2: 
Section~ 3: 

Section 4: Enforcement. 
''Each yearc the legis!ature or . St9lt,e~. Commfttee on AJ.cohol · sh~ll 

determine 6he t.0ta·1 cos·f ·to t •tte taxpa'yers of a lcohol abuse. ·i.n ' th'e ·. 
state of A~laska includlng t ,he co~t or' all 'alcohol relatea problems 
such -~~eifare a epena~~ce due to• a!d,hol et~. ~his tot~! cost 
eh~fl ~e g~vioed by, the numbe~ of liquer licensee in the state. 
·The re..sul:tfrig f:tgu,re sha 11 be ttle 1vera g" cost of licens" fee for 
the following· year. · This shaJ.1 be . prorate~ in accordance with t he 
profit ratio ot variou~ licenses. . , 

~ Respe~t1'ul1y yours, 

p .S .. l think C\:lI'rent rH d·io and !fV spots !YJ~ &i~ e ~ 
giving ~nfQrmat~on l on ~he problems pe~taiping ' 'f · . 
to slcC'hol are exc·ellent an<l should be continued. 
Thsnk You for listening, 



S;;nnt.or Mike 6olletta , Chair man , 
Scnat t: Commi ttee on Alcohol i sm 
Alaska St ate Sena .. a 
Pouch v, 
Juneau, Al.nsl:a 99C:n 

Dear Scmator ClJlletta : 

1220 11F" Street 
Anchorage, Al aska 99501 
January 11th, 1978 

I am writ :i.ng in response to your :invitation to help write a 11Cit i1.ens 
Leeislative B:i.11 11 to hel p correct the problems of al coholism in our State . 

I wilJ 1-aadily admit t ha t I, as a layman , do not k!iCM t he answer s to 
the oft1:m severe nnd serious problems causP.d by alcohol abuse in our State . 
I cloti ' t think that evt::n the profossi onal s in the field know all of the 
1nRworn, ~ll J~!iuUf'h I am sur e that they will have bc;$n ablP to r1Hke sorrie 
recom11P.ndations t!w.t will assist you in t·•rit inp an cffcntive bill thnt 
will ut l east tn:ike a beginnj nr, a t ;.oJ vin~ those problems . Alcohol , a 
l eeal and c~neral l y sociall y :..i~cert0cl drur, , !JrObllhly r'lu:;es MurP J)roblems 
tn Alaskan soci P.ty t.h:m al! of the fllagal drir,s con'J:ined . (I wi.1 1 r eadily 
::it.ate that. I U3C 1)1(? stu_ r' myl'lelf . ) 

I C:'l m, l.nwevP.r , d i sm:wed :md rral l y v,...r,y uhl1npn to l earn that you ;ir.~ 
your r.omrni.ttee havo aprar ent.ly ch mrJn to d i ~rrcprd tlr. recom1~E:n 1 l .1.t.i.ons of 
Oov0rr ')!' Hammond in this area . C<'rt:i · nly , otbn• app•·oai;he3 are nr.erfad , 
bc!1 .iJen the onn~ 1;he novornor hns rccommndrrl; ha1-10v0r , t h1J Ciovf!rnor ' s 
w~co:1uncnd:1t'\.on t~ nr<' not 11mutun.lly exclusive " with "luch other nppr oachel'> . 
I f t.ht•y al'n 1.dopt<>cl , thoy \\ilJ nnt pr t:ivent ;r.111 r ~ommi 'l.tee from also 
comi.n r, \~1 1 w·I t.h nthn.r!.l n::; w~J.J . HownvPr, l bf•liovo that the Governor •s 
r ec: ommend;•t:i.ons aru a v,... ry r,ood 11 1':\ r :lt s t ep"; tho.v would , 'Ln my opfo'\.or , 
c o a lonr: w:iy toward noJ.v-1.np, tho pr obl ems nf alcoholism, part"lc11larly in 
the bu~1h nreas, 1.n our :>t rite, T vzunt to uri<e tt .. t . you rcconsj der , and 
anopt th<! rncol1'lmP.nd:tt Lcn!J m:i.da by Oovr rnoi• llarnrnond tn th ls :l.l'oa , aJ 0·1r, 

hrl th .1ny ot!Y>1·n your Commltt ac 10~\Y b<'li.P.VO wn l ho c:ff'rc t.ivc , 

I am, 
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DIVJSION OF'VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 

Skill Training tor S.:t.r Job Opportunltln 

'. -
Senate Commit t ee on Alcoholism 
c/o Senator Mike C.:olletta 
Pouch V 
Juneau , Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Colletta : 

January 9, 1978 

About eight people , all involved in counseling (which often touches alcohol 
related problems) met to review comments f rom the earlier hearings on 
alcohol legislation. Recommendations surfacing from the ~roup are: 

1 . Enfor cement 
A. Increase the penalities for al;L OMV!. 

Ltke: A year ' s suspension of driver's license for first offense 
plus mandatory ten days in jail. 

B. Make it possible for a judge to order a person to treatment. 
C. Licensing of bartenders, cocktail waitresses, liquor sales clerks . 

2. Education-Prevention 
A. Provide a learning package such as Washington state's "Here's 

Looking at You" for school use and mandate a learning package in 
use in schools by __ : date . 

B. Required in-serv:Lce t r ain:f.ng to persons in main-line contact with 
alcoholics: criminal justice system (police, lawyers, judges), 
nocial workers, clergy, and medical system (doctors , nurses). 
And as a licensing requirement for those (above) who are l icensed . 

3 . Alternatives/Treatment 
A. Tr eatment: Stat1;!, provide standards , and matching funds for treatment 

programs . 
D. Alternatives : Funding incentives for conununity school pr ograms as 

a good alternative t o drinking. 

4. Local Option For Treatment 
A. Adaptable to local situation within standard limits. 
ll, Involving local money. 

5 . Funding 
A. Raiue liquor taxes . 
B. Channel a comparable amount of money (as that r eceived throueh liquor 

taxes) to be used for: education 
enforcement 
treatment 
alternatives 





THE FOLLOW-ING DOCUMENTCS) MAY NOT FILM 
LEGIBLY BECAUSE 0F POOR· QUALITY OF THE 
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SENATE 
S e n a to r B i 1 J. Ra y · . 1 

Senato~ frank Fergus o n 
Senator Glenn ' Hackney 

. " 

____ _ 111 1.L NO~ Rep Kris Leth in 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF-THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL ·; 

ForanActentitled: 11 An Act relating to the treatment of alcoholism; 
and alcoholic beverages·; :iand providing for an 
effective date 11 

~ 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE S:fA fE OF ALASKA 

•Section 1 Prevention and Educati9n 
1 . Com rehe ns i ve program K th~u grndc 12 
2 . 'M~ ndatory courses in n lroh o l s tu<liec ;or t eacher~ , c ounselors 
3. 1·:orc media n s:1£;e to [.how bad s oc i n l , !.>hysicol c:.nd e cono:ni c 

e f fects of ~lcohol e bus e . Attem9ts , by v~riou s ~eans t o 
~h o~·1 ho\'J both ttu. i ndiv i du< 1 E It l · ·,., f< mily can function 
f"r more ef:fc c tivc·'.!.J \•.ithou t ~lco lwl r buse. 

4. Thru 1111 these r o.._.1·ems 1 one of the: 1Jrinci l e s of f;Uiciencc ond 
~selline .3hould ho k0pt in mj.nd , nt me l y : o~ c~n be hc~~d 

Alt' . i f be d"'· i re•:: r1r11l \"a nts hcl o . l'iotiv~tion im ortc. n t . 
• Section 2 ernat1 ves to lJn nki ng, .. . • . • 

Treatment 
1. Fnch co11Jmunity mu. t d•! cid" on oppro 1r:i<:Jh- a ] t 0 rnativ t-!B to f i l l 

the tl!110 1 so you t h 11re 1e1l j11t.o c onstruc Liv':! lcir;urFJ .:i ct iv:iUta . 
· ~houl<l b~ ~. •r ·. I'Onls ! p 1'-"ort , not 0111cth.:..1 ,, i [IOcod by i:t te . 

2 . 1 en c nr rG v ~d b f ' Jo e . 1 1 , 1 -: •tl.. 1· ~ , , f v 'i"'u ... c~ v.ou- e a r 
a.or.~ cffcctlvc , :i: 1.J 1 r. t ;,_v•Jnwd out of :a ~.it nct·d in t. 11e 

corn11·1n-i i('F, , "" ·rr:. • r::i 0f Vie nru l1 c:mo , .i nn ~n <.. Ct.U invo 1 v -
. "·, - · ' o·· '0""'''1' D"r.- "" :11ent. in 11

1c. olutions . 'rlit:..- bic lue~tiori :v· : H ::i_, ~ ' 

Ol-~£.:,·IV .~'T'F.: PEOPT.F. 'l'O pn;e ·11f14!;±;J,KEr...;·? No Jtr.ount 01 mon;.:y 
th rown ld, t h e .roblcms , ·iltlt ,0 J f , vli1l ... o lvc th0 i>.robltm. 
No te : T r-e:• l i y J'~: r L~i cominf:, tc h• hush of TV, b<:: c tu.1ae . o r 
thP liquor acld3 tP.Pt1 Lo cr<>•·te i1 fn l::ie pie l~ttr r: of he::Jutl 1.'ul . 

f'l'O i 1 e it1 pl it •h a 11 rro~. j n •. /",-~n!!. li wo.r. Tlf , o t l eR.Rt 11ubl:i.c 
TV , cvu l d Lie u-;-nd Lo . te~Ct.f6(l e la , bot It U1,1 l e nd fa: tn le , t o 

• Section3 Local Option .. ;o e-nu J. ·t : H' copy . 
He vc Joe . l prohlE : ~<' 'I'll .i.c1e1tifJ t l1t• 1oc ·l .· rob)f'r. ...... nd . 
<'e cjrl~ how tu co; i•i t.h ·,ch 1Jrob11•n .. \,or' .:ro_1··mo •. rr1r:d on 

11 ri.i:.., r e:hMb.:.li 1,; t:i.on · onld ~,;ov·i Jc fut C'" , ·~ ··a by ' he ?f :( nrle 
to h1• l p t>'Y i'or h"Li; t r e·.tmrn t , it' "O" _ir-11f' l; i . · ~· or· 'h·'.>-r :in - ,.. 
jurP.d hy h i fl ... bnsc of ; lcn:ril. l.''rlf 1·v ,,1l 11n•iqi'!oy1•nt. ~)one J.tG 
' l 1~>u] d NOT BE IN r. . GH , tJh thir only .1· 1 •1 ; 1.1.C" fur li»r .• bu IJ o f 
1 lc ohol o 

• Section 4 Enforcement 
1. 
2 . 
) . 

P• tu~n : o 21 -: l • _ l 4r"i.nld.n_ _e. 
Str icl .. nfrirrPmPnt o f 1 yic;tini::" 1 :->• "· . 
J.!;1n c1Ed ory •>t•ntt r.ri no CV1'tf · '- i "" ~.-.n .'- F'rir r. r;. 
d.ior . Hc:v1c,<\t i o n nr ''l!;.,v(J: eri~e t.o ol'l:'' , fl r r 



4. Short- term revoc ution of d riving lie ens e s is US ELF.SS . Long term 
revoc a t i on for fir s t offens e and STRICT t:N1i'ORCEJ'1I:}·l'l' Ol 'i'HI S , u nd 
fo r e s ec ond o f f ens e , there s hould be PE:JJ.L.?-i:sl'TT l~EVOCATION . 

6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 

For those v1ho r efus e treci t niJill~,U~~.7rA1' ould be involunt ::tr y c omllli t tment 
firs t in j a il , And t hen in anf~b~ if p ers on s hows s owe ree l i ndic 2 tion 
tha t he mi: h t b~ncfit . Othervise ~ut him to w~rk i n j a il . 

B:. r hour s s hou l rl b e s horte ned Rtll over s t rtte . 

L ~st phoninr~ j_n for liquor.cuJ ;;iz;;;-J' ..a~~" 
l\11 pi::naltie~ for dr unk driving mus t be HIGH ·1~·1·TOUGB' to de ter drinkine; . 

Stricte r anti-~ isturbanc e l cws . 

FmIDING The form i n th e news paper did not dea l ~ith me t hods of f unding . 

The burde n of paying +'or l;hes e !Jl'01: r :111H; s hould r r: F: t , t o n [>;r en t ~xt~ nd 1 
upon th e JNDUS'l'HY wh fo h , f1 f t er a ll crentes e nd pro111ot es u.11 the ~) roblems 

r: o 11111:-: c t ed \'.' i th :-,lcoho l a bae • 

.11' eood :.:;h a r e of th e; co s t s o f Huch ~)r o c;r .:· ut s :::- honl d res t uvon th e u;,z1is , t;oo .... 
I nc re f'Fl e t axes on l i.•iuor . Acl o pt th ~ Govern or 1 s p r ocr a m. 



Lengthening the Shadow of the Cro• .. . 

Lake Spenard Baptist Church 
. . . a Church That Cares 

3E02 SPENARD ROAD • ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99603 •PHONE 272·2616 

January J, 1978 

Alaska State Senator , Mi ke Coll etta 
Spec i al Senate Committee 

on Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse 

Dear Senator Colletta: 

I understand that you are appealing for input from our community 
on possible legislation for alcoholism and alcohol abuse . I and other 
ministerial colleagues hope to submit some constructive suggestions and 
solutions in the very near future . I am writing to express our intent 
and desire to exercise some democratic input toward this mutual concern. 

Thank you. 

Cordially yours , 

~~-{_ 
Lowell Wood , Pastor 
Lake Spenard Bapti s t Church 
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. IJI .. 
Dear Mrs .; , ROS& : 1 :-

Thank you for your letter of January 11th, which 
the liberty o~ sending along to the chairman of the 
on Alcoholism, Senator Mike Colletta of Anchorage . 

He will no aoubt be holaing Pdditional 
the near future, and at such· time as we meet I am sure 
keep your comnents in mind., 

Very truly yours, 

RHz/pkz 



-. ' ~ -
DR. WILLIAM R. WOOD 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

FAIRBANKS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

Senator Mike Colletta 
Alaska State Legisl atur e 
Juneau , Alaska 

Dear Senter Col letta : 

Phone 907 452-5400 619 Eleven th Avenue foirbonks, Alosko 99701 

January 12 , 1978 

I have reviewed at length t he Status Report on 
Legislative Recommendations which your Committee issued on 
January 5th , 1978, and have had an opportunity to discuss with 
Senator Hackney the problem of alcoholism and drug abuse with 
which your Cornrni ttee is active l y conc~!rned. 

While each of t he suggesti ons under "Education and 
Prevention" , Al ternat i ves to Drinki ng - Treatment " , "Loca l 
Option", and "Enfor cement" ar e ql:ea:t l y s i gnificant items for 
t he Legis lati ve Committee t o s tudy , it occurs t o me t hat the 
most per tinent item of a ll would be dr astically 1:educing the 
margin of pro f it i n the a l cohol beverage and druq business . 

This would have to be attacked at every level from 
the manufacturing to distribution , and involves so many facets 
of dail y living for so many people that I can appreciate the 
reluctance of the Legisl ature to tackle the issue head--on . 
Further, there is obviously no one clear- cut way to "drastically 
reduce the margin of profit in the liquor and drug business". 
If there were no more profit in selling a fifth of bourbon than 
there is in selling a hand of bananas, I doubt that our problem 
would be as great as it is . 

State liquor stores have some merit, but are not the 
final answer. Prohibition , of course , failed . As c matter of 
fact, throughout h istory people have used narcotics in one way 
or another, and will continue to do so as long as the human race 
pers .~sts. If it is not alcohol , it is "loco weed", "caeca" , "slake 
lime", or whatever. -

I am skeptical that very much can be accomplished by 
legislating "primary alcoholism education curriculum in the 
public school system , grades K through 12". If you have half 

Fairbanks ... Interior Ala~ka 1s Service, Opera tions & Supply Center 



Senator Mike Colletta - 2- January 12 , 1978 

million dollars to spend on this , may I suggest instead that you 
spend it on a dramatic information program using radi o and tele­
vison? It will be much more effective for the money spent, for 
it will be heard , or s een and heard , by adults as wel l a s youngsters . 

Straight advertisi ng or propaganda campaigns such as that 
conducted by the Surgeon General on cigarette smoking will be off­
set by advertis i ng and propaganda programs sponsored by the 
manufacturing companies. It is my guess that a bigger percentage 
of the teenagers , especi ally young women , are smoking r oday than 
was the case fifteen years ago when t he national anti- smokin g 
program began . Among older peop l e it seems to be having a better 
effect. 

I believe strongly i,1 the "local options " as a means of 
tightening up on the issuance of licensing. I believe that train­
ing of persons who dispense alcohol as a prerequisite of their 
licensing to serve would be helpful. Yet , this in itself will not 
make a great deal of difference. The proposed "basic alcoholism 
education and in- service type training for persons with a main-line 
contact with alcoholics" is excellent. Stiffer penalties for con­
victions involving a l cohol and/or drugs and the operation of motor 
vehicles would be worthwhile. Some of the other suggestions con­
cerning enforcement are a waste of time. 

Personally, I have never been impressed by the extensive 
and expensive programs on rehabilitation. It has been my observ­
ation that the ones that wor k best are the purely voluntary ones 
that have no gover nment s upport . The proposal for low interest 
loans to community corporations is a sure way to spend a l ot and 
accomplish litt l e , if any thing. 

These few comments offered are from a standpoint of a 
sideline observer , with zero expertise in anything relating to the 
problem. 

WRW/kb 
cc: Senator Glen Hackney 

Sincerely yours, 

William R. Wood 
Executive Vice President 
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Original Sponsor: Citizens of Alaska 

h HOUSE 
In t c: SENATE 

av-Senator Mfke Colletta 
· -5;n;t0r-80'bffe9ier _____ _ 

Senator Bi 11 Ray 
Senator Frank Ferguson 
Senator Glenn Hackney 

BILL NO. Rep Kris Leth In 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL 

For:in Act entitled: "An Act relating to the trea~nt of alcoholism; 
and alcoholic beverages; and providing for an 
effective da t.e" 

11 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA ,, 
• Section 1 Prevention and Education 

1J 1. U\ble bottle a with warning. 2 . lJae ~ ad to nnd TV 
spot adverttsmente. 3. Provide both primary and 

·~ secondary schools wlth f ilms ~nd speakers on alcoholt m. 
4. Include alcoholism ln training teachers, nurs~s an 15 

policemen. 5. Expa nd the NCA- AR program to more 
11 local llreas. 
18 

19 
• Section 2 A 1 tern a ti ves to Ori nk i ng, 

Treatment 

20 1. Establish a statewide dd-tox center or a number 
of reginRl centers which would include a local 
hnlf-way house program wl~h trained counselors. 

22 ~. provide aseistnnce to ~mployers to deal with 
23 their problP.m drinking employees. 

211 

20 

20 

30 

31 

33 

311 

lll 

37 

,. 

• Section J Loca 1 Option 

Incourage local governm~nto to provide 
recrea tl om1l centers and a program of communl ty 
a.ctivlt1ea. 

• Stctlon .+ (nforcemt.'nt 

R~quir~ the counts to commit second offenders ln 
alcohol relat~d cases to treatment , re~hab, or 
some type of Rlcohollo education program, 

PRESENTED AS A PUOLIC SERV fCE OY THE "NEWS", above Is a the prob 1 c111s of a lcoho 1 Ism .snd a lcoho I abuse for a 11 
fonn for cftL!ens to "write their own" alcoholism bill. Alaska. The co11111ents you return to us will be used to 
The form was mailed by Senator llfke Colletta followlnQ 1~rite tbe law which will be acted upon in the next se ... 
h1s round of hearings Lhroughout Alaska with :he Special slon. You are help1nq draft the first c it1:ens legisla-
Senate Co11111ittee on Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse to tfve bill to be considered by the Alaska Sta te Leqisla-
those persons attending sessions In the 31 corrrnunltles ture." Reade r s of the "NE~S" who want to add their ir-
vi sited. Senator Colletta encourages Alaskans to "com- put may fill out the above form '1nd ma11 It to Senator 
b1ne your solutions together wi th the solutions of pe~- Colletta, Chairman , Special Senate Co11111lttee on Alcohol-
ple In other comnunft1es (to) arr1ve at a solution for Ism and Alcohol Abuse, Pouch V, Juneau, AK !19811. 

-17-
Ak . Thank .YOU, Art CElrnjY, Waullla, 

{'~~cf-



Whlle the sugjeat1ons ofter a plan 6f action 
that will improve the present sltuat1on, real progress will 
not be realized unt111 the children of · todays alcoholics 
have delt with the outlooks and attitudes which are now being 
imposed upon them by their problem drinking fat hers or mothers. 
Alcoholism ls only a symptom of a deeper malad~ which seems 
to have 1 ts roots in a "wrong hora9 lnvlronment1 

• While an 
alcoholic home ls not the only place where such a "wrong 1n­
vironraent" ls found, it ls probably one of the most llkly. 
Proper education today will have a significant effe~t on our 
future generations, but a oh1lde attitudes are .still formed 
at the breakfast table so the education must be directed ' 
toward the general publi~ sn F-4-Mu.y,,fts Mv<: 1:1 if.s f'c-SISifJ1....e 

the ~outt eyotem tN 
The present practice of · referlng alcoholic offenders 

to AA la probably the most effective means of dealing with 
th!! 1r.nrned ia.te problem. AA does work, and 1t ls not concerned 
w 1th how or why people come to th~m. but AA works beet when 
there ls a choice. Thia compusory attendance at AA has proves 
to be a llfe saver for many, but I would (personally) eugjest 
thAt judges make a d1etln'1on between "open" and 11 closed" AA 
meetings. Open meetlnga are open to any interested person, 
while closed meetings are for alcoholica only, whoae sole 
purpose ln attending, ls to stay s ober. Some court referats 
do not consider themselves to be alcoholics, (and so are not 
concerned with AA'e tradition of ananimity), so let the courts 
refer cases only to 11 operl1 AA m~etlngs. These referala will 
have the opportunity of attending Closed meetings, if they 
should cboese to do ao . , 

One other point I'd 11ke to make is that alcoholism ls 
l ike an elevator which only goes down. In recent years lt 
h~e b~oome possible to get off the elevator before 1t reaches 
the bottom, which ls 1mfr1sonmentf lnsanlty, or death. How­
ever, lf a person doesn t know he s on the downhill drag 
there is no hope for hlm. Therefore, treatment must be ~ur 
first priority. As long &a there 1a alcohol 1n his system 
the alcoholic will continue to velw hie dire o1rcumatancea'1n 
a distorted llBht. He may become aware thR.t dr1nk1ng la the 
cause of hi• troubles, but without help he la powerlesa. 

11-, e/ 
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25!!2 SPENARD ROAD, BOX 4·1262, ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99509 e 274-7511 

SPECIAL SENATE COMHI'lTEE ON ALCHOHOLISM 
1016 West 6th Avenue, Suite 8 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

COCKTAILS 
DINING 

The following couaente are offered relating to legislature regarding 
alcohol. 

SECTION 1: PREVENl'ION AND EDUCATION-

Education would be an excellent source of prevention toward alcohol 
probleme. Knowledgeable people are much less likely to experiment than 
the uneducated. 

SECTION 2: ALTERNATIVES TO DRINKING, TREATMENT 

l\.·eatment should consist of counseling and first hand knowledge of 
what hapf>ena when one abuaed himself by drinking too much. Actual case 
histories could help in this area. Protective custody is a must in order 
that treatlnent can be affected. 

SECTION :;; LOCAL OPTION 

To prohibf.t the sale of alcohol would definitely lead to bootlegging. 
In addition, the rev~nue now received that is available for use in treatina 
alcoholism would be l 11st. Alcoholilm is an illness and the alcoholics 
would still drink. Aa owners of two restuarants with bars, we have a payroll 
yearly of approximatel)' $800,000.00. Since business would drop appreciably 
the majority of our emph"'yees would lose their jobs. Also the State receives 
revenue from taxes, the city from bu•iness licnnaea and our firm contribntes 
considerably to charities whlch could not be afforded. Limitation of liquor 
at home is not a free •ociety. Our rights would be taken from us. Owner­
ship of licen•ee controls alcohol. Prohibition would lend an uncontrolled 
dtuation. 

While our firm would not inwnediately go out of business, it would mean 
ve would juat pha•e out. Seventy-five people derive their livlihood from 
us alone. They can support themselves and do not have to rely on the already 
heavily taxed people for welfare and/or unemployment. Thie can be nn1ltiplied 
when considering all other licenses. 

~~1 J JlrL~n~ 
RAYYF. JOHNSON 
President 



Senator Mike Colletta 
SJ)ec ial Senate Commi ttec 

CITY of BETHEL 
P. 0. Bo>< 388 • Bethel, Alaska 99559 

543·2297 - Area Code 907 

Robert E. Buttcane 
Bethel Alcoholism Treatment Center 

Der.ember 27, 1977 

on Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse 
1016 w. 6th 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Senator Colletta, 

On December 22, 1977 the Social , Economic, Cultural Committee 
of the Bethel City Council met in a work session to discuss 
our recommendations tn your committee on alcoholism and alcohol 
abuse. 

Enclosed you will find a copy of our recommendations which 
Chairperson Betty Hickling asked me to foreward to you. We 
have been in touch with Fred Pete in Bethel and plan to have 
a representative at our council chambers during the state wide 
broadcast of your committee hearings on J?:1.uai:y 4, 1978. 

On behalf of Ms . Hickling, the committee, and the City of Bethel 
I would like to thank you for the opportunity to express our 
views on these problems. 

Enclosure 

cc: 13etty ll ickling 

Sincerely Yours, 

~ld-/3 zztt¢~:~ 
Robert E. Buttcane 
Program Director 

"Deep Sea Port and Transportation Center of the Kuskokw&m" 







Mr. Mike Colletta, 
Chairman, Special Senate, 

Box 2239, 
Anchorage, Ala ska, 99501 
December 28, 1977 . 

Committee on Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse, 
1016 West 6th Avenue, Suite C, 
Anchorage, Ala ska, 99501. 

Dear Mr . Colletta, 

Christmas is an extremely busy season and I could n::>t 
get y.:>ur draft work ::>n legislation on alcoh ::>lism any sooner. 

To my surprise, you have nothing for treatment which 
is the most critical issue now facing the citizens of this state. 
The alcoholic is a threat to himself and to all the people with 
whom he comes i.n contact. He is a potential kiJ Jer and maimer 
as can be evidenced by the number of drunken drivers o n our 
roads. No one can measure the physical, psychological, emo­
tional , financial, marital, child abuse and damnge that comes 
from an alcoholic member in the family. I feel deeply about pro­
viding help whether or no t it be on a volunta ry basis so that through 
counseUng, the alcoholic wiJJ experience the positive reinforceme nt 
that comes from s ::>briety. 

Here is an example of an a lcoholic W.)man whom I 
visited at Providence Hospital yesterday - the illness being 
alcoholism . Her ma ln concern wa s that she had no money, 
and nowhere to go . Several months ago, her husband, a 
captain on a big airline divorced her because of her alcoholism. 
He felt he could no longer take the responsibility for her actions 
especially since he was away a great deal of the time . He feared 
for the life of hls daughter should there be a fire in the home, an 
automobile accident - she had been a rrested on u drunken driving 
charge -and whatever can happen when a person is intoxicated. 
Being of the middle-income bracket, she never ha d to work . l\t 
present, she is without a home, a job, financial support and alJ 
that is required for bare existence. We were able to get her tem­
porary board and shelter at Shiloh Housl~ when she Leaves Provi­
dence Hospital. 



This person has applied to the welfare for help but 
the agent told her she did not qualify . Fortunately , there is 
still charity being done in the city. It is unfair that the sale 

2. 

of alcohol would not be the means to help her since it is alcohol 
that divested her of all she owned. 

We need places for the alcoholic and get the necessary 
help from income from the sales of alcoholic beverages not from 
the taxpayers in general. Why could there not be an insurance fee 
on the sale of alcoh:>lic beverages to guarantee the appropriations 
necessary for programs. 

All eggs have been put in the same basket with all 
the money appropriated for alcoholics in Anchorage going to the 
Salvation Army . I do not question the program but I do feel that 
it does not fit all alcoholics. It might be of value for the Fourth 
Avenue alcoholic but not for the more s Jphistica ted white-collar 
professional - executive. In my counseling experience, I have 
met lawyers, pharmacists, doctors, a retired Air Force major, 
teachers etc . No one can expect one program to meet the needs 
of all. An a lcoholic must feel comfortable with a program before 
he can change his behavior. 

Having been a teacher for over twenty-seven years, I 
know the importance of education and prevention but I also know 
from experience that young people learn more from example than 
from words. When I taught in Nulato 1952 - 1962, the State School 
curriculum included a program on na rco tics. The grade-eight stu­
dents were requested to take a test on the dangers o[ alco hol and 
drugs in addition to the standard achievement test. One of my 
pupils, a very bright boy, took this test but only two years late r, 
killed himse lf as a result of handling a gun improperly when he 
was intoxicated. Teaching Is futile without good example in the 
school, home a nd society . Advertising the use a nd sales of 
aJcolul on TV and in newspapers 1s deplorabl e . A two- page ad in 
the Anchorage Times went so far as to sta te that their sale was an 
asset to any home . There is ha rdly a movie that does not depict 
u middle-class or wca I thy home as serving liquor when a person 
enters the room. A cocktail hour ls set before any great meal , 
not to menlion the wine that Is served at table. Serving alcoho l 
is a n " in thing" to do . The children lea rn more from this than a ny 
book learning they can get at scho::>l . I realize that education is 
important but appropriation of moneys should be in proportion to the 
benefits derived. Knowing a 11 about alcohol does not necessarily 
make me sober anymore than knowing all about religion will make me 
a religious person. 



To me, alcohol-related offenses should be treated 
in an alcohol program not in a jail. M .)St alcoholics are not 
malicious offenders but victims of alcoh~lism . Since it is legal 
to obtain alcohol in any quantity, the State should provide help 
for people afflicted with the problem. As you can see, I come on 
behalf of the suffering alcoholic. For people like myself who are 
trying to help the alcoholic, the lack of funds for tiea tment and 
consequently, the dearth of programs make our efforts futile. 

If we are to help alleviate the growing problem 
of alcoholism, we must go to the roots of the problem . I hope 
that your committee will attack the rising problem effectively . 

Best wishes for a very Happy New Year, 

Your loyal constituent, 

3. 

. ~ 11W-
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A STATE DIVISION OF THE 

NATIONAL COUNCIL on ALCOHOLISM 

f 
- ALASKA REGION 

December 23, 

Mike Colletta, Chairman 
Special Senate Committee on Alcoholism 
1016 West 6th Avenue - Suite C 
ANCHORAGE, AK 99501 

Dear W ke: 

4510 International Airport Road, Suite 1 

Anchorage, Alaska 995J2 
Phone 243-437.4 or 243-4306 

Thank you for g1v1ng us the opportunity to respond to the 
special citizens' legisla tion concerning 11 An Act Relating 
to the Treatment of Alcoholism and Alcohol Beverages and 
Provid ing for an Effective Oate 11

• I will not attempt at 
this time to phrase the recommendations in correct leg is­
l ative language, but will mention for the record several 
areas which have great importance and impact on the sub­
ject: 

Section 1. Prevention and Educa t ion: Prevention and edu­
cation monies should be separate from , and accounted for, 
differently from treatment monies. Prevention and educa­
tion should be for all residents in Alaska and should be 
supported throughout the State by means other than grant­
ing through the Office of Alcoholism. 

Treatment dollars are used for a very limited population, 
and it may be appropriate to continue allocating these 
funds through the grant mechanisms. 

A school curriculum K-12 should be implemented throughout 
the State immediately. This curriculum should be tailor­
ed for village, rural, and urban Alaska , and may have its 
foundation in the 11 Here 1 s Looking At You" school curricu­
lum from 14ashington State. Coupled with t his curriculum , 
should be a labor-management type progr .. 1 for students 
and families whereby teachers identify students having 
problems of any nature, refer the student to a counselor 
who will work with the student and parents to resolve the 
problem. 

A Privntc Non -Profit Corpor:i tion Dedicated to the Goo/ of the Adoption /Jy Al;1~knns of a Posit ive, 

Supportive :mrl Knowledgr.ablc A tti tudo Toward the Solution of the Problems of Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse 



Mike Colletta, Chainnan 
December 23, 1977 
Page 2 

1Mandatory training should pe _, required for teachers in the 
area of alcoholism with special emphasis on utilization 
and presentation of the curriculum, and in identification 
and referral techniques for use with students. 

A resource center, including films, literature, etc., should 
be · established and funded by means other . than grants; as 
this puts the resource agency in the position of fighting 
with treatment programs for grant dollars. NCA-AR current­
ly fits this role, but is grant funded. 

A massive campaign should be conducted throughout the State 
with emphasis on television public service announcements or 
television paid advertising regarding the resources avail­
able, the symptoms of alcoholism, the possibility of recov­
ery from alcoholism, and designed to generally reduce the 
stigma Qttached to the illness. 

Mandatory education and training in alcohol ism, the effects 
of alcohol, and referral and treatment procedures should be 
conducted for all workers in law enforcement and social ser­
vices. This training and education should also be mandatory 
for persons making applications for liquor licenses, renew­
al applications, and all individuals working in establish­
ments dispensing alcoholic beverages. 

Forty hours of mandatory alcoholism education on identifica­
tion and treatment should be required for State licensing of 
all medical and pharmaceutical pers0nnel with at least 24 
hours continuing education required each year. 

Section 2. Alternative to Drinking/Treatment: Funds should 
be provided, as seed money only, to establish "alternatives 
to drinking" projects in communities which have no alterna­
tives. 

Treatment programs should be consolidated into a regional 
system of northern, southcentral, and southeastern in con­
junction with counselor placement in all other conmunities 
for outpatient counseling only. Conmunities with a popula­
tion of 440 or more should be actively involved in develop­
ing and financing local alcoholism services. All communi­
ties should be able to request and receive assistance in 
community organization, and in development of alcoholism 
education, prevention, and treatment activities. 



Mike Colletta, Chairman 
December 23, 1977 
Page 3 

Labor-management programs should be mandated by the State of 
Alaska for its employees and highly recommended for all other 
businesses. 

Section 3. Local Options. Local corTJTiunities should have the 
powers to enforce any laws which they have the power to adopt. 
Local option laws should be fe~sible to enforce and appropri­
ate to the conmunity's needs. h1lowing local corTJTiunities many 
options will be to no avail if these options are unenforceable. 

Section 4. Enforcement. Mandatory jail time of 24 hours, cou­
pled with appropriate screening and referral to either alcohol 
education or treatment, should be mandatory for everyone con­
victed by the courts of any alcohol-related offense. Upon 
lack of compliance, defendants should be promptly re-arrested. 

Communities should show that they are enforcing all existing 
laws relating to alcoholism and alcohcl misuse prior to any 
monies to alleviate the problems becoming available to them. 
If a community states they have a major problem with alcohol, 
but takes no active steps to enforce state and local laws, then 
they should be ineligible for any kind of assistance from the 
State to alleviate the problem. 

The number of, and the powers of, the Alcohol Beverage Control 
agents should be increased to assist in controlling alcohol 
use. 

I hope these ideas are useful and are consistent with your 
feelings from the 31 hearings you have held throughout the 
State. 

y yours, 

Su nne W. Perry 
E cutive Director 

deh 
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Special Senate Oornrnittee .on °Alcoh~iis~ 
1016 We'st 6th Avenue , Suite C 
Anchorage , Alaska 99501 

Dear Honorable Sirss 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you . 

Enclosed please find my working draft copy of the model 
legislation that in my opinion would further ea rly recovery 
anrl strategic prevention health measure for th e cltizen~ , 
of Alaska. 

Thank you for your time a nd services . 

cs/cs 

Sincerely , 

&/t&J-f:t; .J /{ .J?. ; 11'J!J-,lf!./ 

Carolynn M. Simeone 
Tanacross Rea\rlent & 
Alcoholism ConRultant 
M.s ., Addictions 



December 19, 1977 

' ~/~ 
J1~;J1~'1 

. 
Special Senate Committee on Alcoholism 
1016 West 6th Avenue, Suite C 
Anchoarge , Alaska 99501 

•• j" 

Dear Mike Colletta: 

We appreciate your efforts in helping Alaska do 
s omething constructive in regards to its alcoholic 
problem . Having lived in Alaska over thirty years , 
we are well aware of the problem and all i ts reper­
cussions . 

We we re unable to attend the meeting held in 
Ketchikan in November, so would like very much to 
submit the enclosed for your committee ' s consider­
ation. 

Very truly yours , 
-----) ..--
. Y-:~ c/ hlr ,"LL· / j,_k_. ch--

Robert E. & Edith Nelson 
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430 "C" Street, Suite 303 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Phone (907) 278-3567 

Senator Mike Co ll etta , Chai rman 
Special Senate Committee on Alcoholism 
1016 W. 6th Avenue , Suite C 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Senator Colletta: 

This l etter is to express our appreciation at 
being asked to help draft a law for consideration by the 
nex~ session of the Alaska State Legislature. We feel 

.that this approach will ultimately ' produce pragmatic and 
cost-effective approaches in stem~ing the progression of 
a perennially identified pandemi c illness, namely, alco­
holism. 

" 
We would also hope that continued support of 

Governor Hammond's tax package wouJd help bring that pro­
posed legislation to a successful conclusion in order to 
provide the necessary funds for the state alcJhol programs . 

Sinc erely yours, i 

~@~w · 
Executive Director 

PP/ml 

cc; Files 



••IMTol. Outpotlent 
k • 9'3, SJ!t.~ 
'(907) 7'7,-3636 • 

Alcoholl•rn 11\eropy 
S.nrlces l•ef...b) 
lo• • 310, Mt. Edii«umbe 
(t07) ' "-2'31 

' Aliroto'• Wotch 
•(Hallw~y Hau .. ) 
l o• 963, Sitko I 

(9071 ,966·2'35 • 

o.-.,.~ Sirs: 

Enclosed are the work 
staff: 

Bennett Stower, , Di-rector 

Ruby Hales, Counselor 

Vickie Diaz,"AdrDinistrative 

Isabella Tweedy, Counselor 

Encl: a• s t atea 



p.o. box668 cordova, alaska 99574 phon\~ : (907) 424·7556 

December 20, ~977 

Special Senate Conrrnittee on Alcoholism 
1016 West 6th Avenue ~ Suite C 
Anchorage , Alaska 99501 

Dear CumrnitteP.: 

/ 
•• 

/( 

COMMUNITY 

~CES 

Thank you for inc.luding us in on your work draft copy for the 
Legislative Bill concerning alcoholism, I have enclosed a list of 
concerns which we here at Cordova Connnunity Servic~s believe would 
help in dealing with the ~roblem of alcoholism , 

Two of our major concerns are in the areas of 1) prevention and 
education and 2) stricter law enforcement concerning alcohol re­
lated arrests and laws. We feel that education in th~ T)rimarv and . ~ ,/ 

secondary schools and the enforcement of existing law& and the estab-
lishment of stricter laws in dealing with the overall problem of 
alcoholism are of utmost importance in dealing with the total problem 
of alcoholism . We deal with the alcohol problem everyd~y and night 
and sometimes feel our hands are tied to do anything unl .~ss the 
existing laws are enforced. Part of the problem is not necessarily 
enforcing the current laws but carrying them through in the judicial 
area and court system of our government. 

Enclosed is our list of ideas whtch would help us here in Cor dova and 
perhaps give you some feedback on areas which concern us all in L\laska , 
Thanks again for including us, Wa arc all concerned with the rise of 
alcoholism. 

~:
1

:;~y ltiu~ 
Randy .'.I on~: 
Director - Alcoholism Treatment Program 

Enclosure: 

cc. Senator Jalmar Kurtula 

RJ/lh 

Honorable Pete Loveseth 
State Representative 

mental health• aico hol ism .. socia l servic e s • p 11bl ic heaUh 
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To Senator Mike Colletta and his Special Committee 

on Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse : I bel ieve it is ve ry 

important to keep in mind at all times that you ~ant fix 

the broken .n..!Jig bv mopping the floor . 
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GREATER ANCHORAGE A
0

REA BOROUGH 
3500 EAST TUDOR ROAD 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99507 

PROPERTY ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT 

Senate Committee on 
Alcoholism 

Dear Committee: 

Did you ever consider 
Taxpayers money should 
alcoholic beverages ! 

Anchorage , Ala ska 
Sunday December 19, 1977 

not be s nent 'to purcha.se 
I see it every day. 

? 
Why do neople have to drink alcoholic beverages anyway . 

Why gtve away free drinks of alcoholic beverages at 
Chris tmas l)art:tes this seas on of the ·•ye ar'? 

Why is every one so gun ho on making money off the 
alc oholic beverages? 
I am against any and all form of alcoholic bever ages and 
all sales or give away in any form . I t ake a -positive 
stand! 

Sinyere ly , ~ fJ -r;Wi I ) • ~ 
Maxineir¥J 'vffia.~, 1-.{,.~ L\J 'lA vj 
P. O. Box 8216 / 
Mt . View, AlRska 99508 



Upon receipt of the "Write A Bill For Us" correspondence from Senator Coletta's 
off ice a g1 '°'UP sat down and discussed' the main issues. Here are some of the 
concerns which s urfaced : 

ENFORCEMENT 

Increase the penalities for all OMVI 
Like: A year ' s suspension of driver ' s license for firs t offense 

plus mandatory t en days in jail . 
Hake it possible for a judge t:o order a person to treatment . 
Licensing of bartenders, cocktail waitresses, liquor sales clerks . 

EDUCATION- PREVENTION 

Provide a· learning package such as 1 • .fashington State ' s "Here ' s Looking At You" 
for school use and mandate a learning package in use in schools by __ date . 

Required in- service training to persons in main- line contact with alcoholics: 
criminal justice system (police, lawyers, judges), social workers, clergy, and 
medical system (doctors, nurses) . 
And as a licensing requirement for those (above) who are liconsed . 

LOCAL OPTION 

See "Treatment " under Alternatives/Treatment. 

Local option for treatment : 
1 . Adaptable to local situation within standard limits. 
2 . Involving local money. 

ALTERNATIVES/TREAT~IBNT 

Treatment: State provide a . standards , and b . matching f unds for treatment 
programs . 

Alternatives : Funding incentives for community scl1ool pronrams as a good 
alternative to drinking . 

1 . Raise l ~quor taxes . 

2. Channel ll compar;1blc amount of money (as that rec eived through liquor 
taxes) to be used f or: education 

enfor cement 
trea t ment 
alt ernatives 



For An Act Entitled: "An act relating to the treatment o~ alcoholism; 
and alcoholic beverages> and providing for an 
effective date'' ' ~ 

Section 1: Prevention and Education, 

A. Mandate that the state requires substance use and abuse 
(i.e , drug and alcohol) curriculum be a part of the state 
public school program in all gra~es Kindergarten through 
twelfth, The curriculum would not necessarily be a specific 
class or subject entitled substance abuse but rather the 
curriculum would and could be integrated into all subject 
matters. Two examples could be history; the historical 
growth of alcohol, and/'or in science; the scientific and 
biological nature of alcohol on the hUI!lan body. 

B, The state provides current materials, magazines 1 posters 
and all educational materials to existing alcoholism 
programs and school systems free of charge to be distri­
buted throughout the coTm!lunity for overall public education. 
The state could also provide available current films and 
tapes to be run on local TV stations and in alcohol treat­
ment programs free of charge or for a small rental fee, 

C, Require all Alaskan State certified teachers to attend a 
certain number of credit hours on alcohol or substance 
abuse workshops and classes , 

Section 2: Alternativ.as to Drink.ins: Treatment , 

A, Establish or provide state grant monies for conununities 
to build adult and youth recreational centers providing 
alternatives rather than going to local bars, 

B. Place warning labels upon bottles of alcoholic beverages 
containing the dangers of alcohol on the body i,e , , the 
same type of warning la&els that are on cigarette pack­
ages, 

C. Shorten the hours that retail establishments can sell and/ 
or serve alcoholic beverages. 

Section 3: Local Options. 

A. Provide state funds and/or incentives for local cities 
or communities to build their own alcoholism programs. 
Let the city decide what types of program and how big of 
program each city desires. 
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B, Enforce the laws stricter on bootlegging, 

C. Prohibit alJ phone orders to liquor stores for alcoholic 
beverages and prohibit all taxi delivery service. Estab~ 
lish the l~ 1 to read that one may only purchase alcoholic 
beverages in person at a liquor store and/or at a bar thus 
eliminating all phone orders and/or delivery services, 
This law must be enforced in order for it to work. 

Section 4: Enforcement, 

RJ/lh 

A. Increase the penalities for alcohol related arrests and 
for DWI violations, Herc again the laws must be enforced 
in order for them to work, The judicial side of government 
must be more strict in handing down their judgements in 
order for any laws to function properly. 

B. Establish a law similar to California's where the bartender 
or local establishment which serves alcoholic beverages 
would be l-leld liable in the event that one of the patrons 
leaves the establishment intoxicated and becomes involved 
in an accident. Establish the law t.o read that the oerson 
who is serving the alcoholic bevera.ges are the ones who 
would be held liable in the event of any accident. 

C, Establish stricter penalities for those establishments 
t hat deal in selling of alcoholic beverages in the event 
that t hey should break an existing law on the sale of 
alcoholic beverages, especially selling to minors. 


