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P repared by the Alaska Power A ssociation M anagers Forum

2011 Legislative Session

A laska 's eco n o m ic  b ase  is critica lly  d e p e n d e n t u p o n  energy . T he ex p o r t o f en e rg y  
is th e  m o s t crucia l e lem en t o f S ta te  rev en u es , an d  local en e rg y  co sts  have 
d ra m a tic  im p ac ts  u p o n  th e  success o f local eco n o m ies  an d  th e  v e ry  su s ta in ab ility  
o f co m m u n itie s .

As N orth  S lope oil p ro d u c tio n  slow s an d  re v en u es  decline, th e  s ta te 's  econom ic 
fu tu re  w ill b eco m e m o re  d e p e n d e n t on  v ib ra n t local econom ies. R easonab le  
en e rg y  co s t an d  su p p ly  is a c o rn e rs to n e  of local in d u stry , b u sin ess , and  
h o u seh o ld  b u d g ets . T he G overnor an d  A laska S ta te  L eg isla tu re  have  w o rk e d  
h a rd  a t iden tify in g  and  re sp o n d in g  to  th e  en e rg y  cha llenges of th e  la s t tw o  y ears . 
C om ple tion  o f an  en e rg y  policy  for A laska w as  a n o tab le  ach ievem en t. 
C o o p era tio n  am o n g  th e  R ailbelt e lec tric  u tilitie s  to  form  a G&T w as  also  a 
m ile s to n e . It is critical to  bu ild  on  th e s e  su ccesses  an d  m a in ta in  s ta tew id e  en e rg y  
issu es  as a p rio rity .

To ad e q u a te ly  ad d re ss  th e  en e rg y  issu es  th a t  co n tin u e  to  cha llenge A laska 's 
fu tu re , th e  A laska P o w er A ssocia tion  u rges G overnor Sean P arne ll an d  th e  A laska 
S ta te  L eg isla tu re  to  co n tin u e  to  s u p p o r t  im m ed ia te  ac tio n s an d  lo n g -te rm  
so lu tio n s  to  s e t  th e  co u rse  fo r a re liab le , affo rdab le , an d  secu re  en e rg y  fu tu re  for 
all A laskans.

A laska P o w er A ssocia tion 's  m em b er e lec tric  u tilities  re co m m en d  th e  fo llow ing 
S ta te  actions:

Energy Initiatives

•  D evelop an  im p lem en ta tio n  p lan  for A laska 's en e rg y  policy

•  D evelop large-sca le  h y d ro e le c tric ity  fo r th e  R ailbelt an d  develop  
re n e w a b le  en e rg y  re so u rce s  -  hydro , g eo th erm al, an d  w in d  -  fo r o th e r  
reg io n s  o f th e  s ta te .

•  E nco u rag e  th e  d ev e lo p m e n t o f a Cook In le t Gas M an ag em en t Plan for 
co n tin u ed  gas de liv ery  to  S o u th cen tra l A laska

•  F und  th e  R enew able  E nergy Fund an d  th e  P o w er P ro jec t Loan Fund

•  Fully fund  th e  P o w er Cost E qualiza tion  P ro g ram

• D evelop policy an d  leg isla tion  th a t  ex p an d s  fund ing  fo r en e rg y  efficiency 
an d  co n se rv a tio n  ac tiv ities

(The initiatives are not listed in order o f priority.)


