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* Sec. 4. AS 16.05.341 is amended to read:
Sec. 16 .05.341. Free license Tor disabled veterans and active members of 

the Alaska National G u a r d . A person may receive a resident hunting and sport 
fishing license under AS 16 .05 .340(a )(5 ) without charge if the person

(1 ) has been discharged from military service under honorable 
conditions, is eligible for a loan under AS 18.56.101, and is ceuified by the United 
States Department o f  Veterans Affairs as having incurred a 50 percent or greater 
disability during military service; [OR ]

(2 ) served in the Alaska Territorial Guard, is eligible for a loan under 
AS 18.56.101, and incurred a 50 percent or greater disability while serving in the 
Alaska Territorial Guard : or

(3) is an active member o f the A laska National G uard .
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FISCAL NOTE
2006 LEG ISLAT IVE  SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 387(EDU)

() Publish Date:_________ ____________

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: ____________

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):__________________________ Dept. Affected:___________ Fish and Game
Title Tuition Waiver lor National Guard Family_________ RDU Administration and Support

________________________________________________ Component Administrative Services
Sponsor Representative Bit' Thomas______________________  ____________________
Requester House HES Committee Component No. 470

Expenditures/Revenues_____________________ (Thousands of Dollars)_____
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted be'ow.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 1024 ) (65.7) (65.7) (65.7) (65.7) (65.7) (65.7)

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 65 65.7 65.7 65.7 65.7 65.7
1C05 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Tvpe-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 65.7 65.7 G5.7 65.7 65.7 65.7

Estimate of any current year (FY200G) cost: 0 0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal: [

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (A t ta ch  a  s e p a r a te  p a g e  if n e c e s s a r y )
Fiscal note reflects estimated change in revenues to the Fish and Game Fund for complimentary sport 
fishing and hunting licenses to Alaska National Guard (ANG) members. There are currently 3,600 ANG 
members. Based on resident sales, 50% of the ANG would purchase a sport fishing license and 25% 
would purchase a nunting license. Total revenue loss to Fish and Game Fund is estimated to be 565,700.

Prepared by: Tom Lawson  Phono 465-5909
Division Administrative Services_______________________________________  Dato/Timo 4/19/06 4:30 PM

Approved by: McKie Campbell_____________________________________________  Dale 4 19/2006_________
Agency Department ot Fish and Game________________________________
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F IS C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

H IL L  N O . CSHB387(EDU)

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

Alaska National Gi.ard Complimentary Licenses
Type of 
License 
Sold
R Fishing Lie 3600
R Hunting Lie 3600

Number License 
of ANG Fee

% of Alaskans 
who purchase 

Revenue licenses
524.00 586,400.00 50%
525.00 S90,000.00 25%

Total Revenue
543.200.00
522.500.00

Total 5176,400.00 S65,700.00

Page 2 of 2



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2006 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSIO N

Fiscal Nolo Numbor:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

HB387

Revision D a te /T im e (N ote if correction): Dept. Affected:
Title TUITION W AIVER FOR NATIONAL GUARD FAMILY RDU

______________________________ Component

University of Alaska

Sponsor
Requester

REPRESENTATIVES) THOMAS, Croft
Component No.

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands ol Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

•

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

T~~TCHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type- Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0Estimate o f any current year (FY2006) cost:
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2007 budget proposal:

POSITIONS

Prepared by: Pat Pitnoy_________
Division University of Alaska

Phone 450-8191
Dato/Time 4/10/0G 12:00 AM

Approved by: Pat Pitnoy_______Agoncy University of Alaska
Dato 4/10/2006
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Alaska State Legislature
House o f Representatives

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  T h o m a s  -  D i s t r i c t  5  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E r i c  C r o f t  — D i s t r i c t  2 5

C S I I B  3 8 7  -  T u i t i o n  W a i v e r  f o r  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  F a m i l i e s
S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

C SH B  387  has three provisions, which will substantially benefit the Alaska National 
Guard. First, C S H B  38 7 gives a 50  percent tuition waiver to dependents o f  Alaska 
National Guard members. For the past two years the Alaska National Guard has not met 
its yenr-end membership goals. This is attributed in iarge part to the family being the 
decision maker for these soldiers. Therefore, when the family gives up so much to 
support these soldiers but gets nothing in return, the pull to leave the Guard is strong. The 
waiver benefits families who give up so much lo support their loved one while serving in 
the National Guard.

Second. C S H B  387  solves the current funding problems o f  tuition waivers that are 
promised to Alaska National Guard members. Soldiers who have been promised higher 
education benefits are not always receiving them. Each year the funding is exhausted and 
guard members arc being denied the assistance they need to continue their education. By 
directing the adjutant general to request a supplemental appropriation from the 
Legislature, the Department of Military and Veteran’s Affairs can fund both the new and 
previously established tuition waivers.

Finally, C S H B  387  allows Alaska National Guard members to receive free hunting and 
fishing licenses. This not only is an important recruiting tool, but it is also a way for the 
stale o f  Alaska to show its appreciation to those who sacrifice so much to protect our 
country and our stale.

The War in Iraq has seen the first mobilization o f  Alaska National Guard members into 
overseas combat. The commitment that these men and women make upon joining the 
National Guard is much more than one weekend a month and two weeks a year. The 
Alaska National Guard is fighting for our country and protecting our state. They deserve 
our support. I respectfully urge your support for CS IIB 3S7 .

E-nuiil: R tinrsiniinivc Eric Croft to li'uifMiitc ilk, in. Rfinru-nititivi Hill TltouuisWlcuis stair ak.tt\



D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i l i t a r y  &  V e t e r a n s ’ A f f a i r s  
A la s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  B e n e f i t s  

E d  u  c a  t i o  n a  1 B  e n efi ts

For FY 07 , D M V A  is requesting an increment o f  $25 .0  GF to increase the program 
funding o f  this component. If approved, total funding for this component will he S37S.5 
GF. If the increment is not approved, the total would be $353 .5  GF.

D M V A  provides tuition assistance in two forms; UA  Tuition Scholarship Program and 
Slate Tuition Assistance Program (N on -UA  schools). This assistance is available to all 
guard members (full-time and weekenders) as long as they are guard members no later 
than the last day o f  iate registration and for the duration o f the time period for which 
Alaska National Guard state education benefits are awarded.

According to D M V A , the UA  Tuition Scholarship Program in FY 05  had 376  guard 
members use the program to further their education. In comparison, FY 04  saw 475  
members use the program. The decrease was not due to a decline in the interest in the 
program, but rather the increase in tuition credit costs (from $82  to $109  per credit). All 
FY 05  funds were spent prior to 2005 summer semester. D M V A  was able to have 34 
guard members attend the summer session because the UA  absorbed tuition costs of 
approximately $36 .0 . In addition, D M V A  reports that there is a 10% increase in 
members applying for educational assistance.

T he State Tuition Assistance Program (STAP ) had 36 members use S2S.5. 26 additional 
applicants totaling $29 .5 were denied due to lack o f  funding, As with the above program, 
tuition credit cost increases and increased members applying have tapped this program.

! understand that the University provides the services mi the bases.

I ' r e p u t e d  by:  K e v i n  W n i l e y ,  4 6 5 * 5 4 3 2  
L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  D i v i s i o n
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•  FAQ'i
•  W hat Docs The G uard  Do In The C om m unity?
•  W ho Joins The Arm y Kntior.nl G uard?
• W hat are the service obligations in the Notional G uard?
•  W hat is the National G uard?

W hat Does The G uard Do In The C om m unity?
Guard units across America play an important role in their community The 
Army National Guard brings additional spending dollars into local 
communities.

PA R EI

GUAR

I B
u p

I  CAS 'I !H

From the assistance each soldier provides while in uniform to the work lhal 
they do in their civilian jobs, Guard members are leaders in Iheir 
community. W hether it's teaching classes at local high schools, or 
providing evenls lor students at local armories, Guard members Ihink 
getting involved with the fulure of our children is essentia!. By providing 
medical support to communities through ‘G u a t d C t i r e  or providing groups 
a place to hold meetings in thic-r local armories, lhe Army National Guard 
is always there and always willing to lend a helping hand.

W ho Joins The Arm y National G uard?
Members range from doctors and lawyers to college students and 
everyone in between. There are housewives, teachers, and ministers in 
lhe Army National Guard.

There are many reasons (or joining the Guard. Regardless, there's a 
special pride tha! comes with serving side by side with other members of 
your community.

W hat arc the service obligations in the National G uard?
Army National Guard members are required tc attend one Unll Weekend 
each month and one annual training period each year. W eekend dulls are 
usually scheduled over one weekend - a Saturday and Sunday each 
month but can occasionally include reporting (or duly on Frida .■ night in 
addition, units have a two week annual training (AT) period ev. ry year 
which is usually scheduled during lhe summer, Initially, all personnel are 
required lo attend initial entry training (IET), which can usually be 
scheduled to meet civilian occupation scheduling requirements Duration 
and location ot if: f  vanes according to career specially • a recruiter can 
provide specific information for each Military Occupational Specially.

W hat is the N ational G uard?
The National Guard is one branch ol lhe U S Armed I"urces. The National 
Guard consists of both Army National Guard and Air National Guard 
components. The National Guard co m pc cd ol lull time arid part lime 
soldiers, .as a oil as Civilian1:, who together serve their country. Each stale 
and territory has its own National Guard, as provided by lhe United States 
Coir.-,litlitinr

iiil|v//wwu'. I SOfJgogiiard.dom/sc*! v i cc/sc r vice facj s. 111 m 1 1 /27 /2000



Alaska Army National Guard Recruiting Incentives In fo Paper

The Alaska Army National Guard (AKARNG) has missed its recruiting end 
strength objective for the second straight year. FY04 and FY05 end strength 
objective was 1850, current end strength is 1815. National Guard Bureau has 
ordered an increase o f 100 over current end strength objective to 1950 for FY06. 
How can the AKARNG maintain its current soldiers and increase ES objective for 
FY06?

1. AKAR NG  enlisted 400 personnel in FY05
2. AKAR NG  discharged 327 personnel in FY05

Current and historical incentive programs concentrate on the applicant or serving 
soldier. In the current political and social climate more and more serving and 
potential soldiers are being dissuaded by information and arguments offered by 
personal decision makers (wife, parents, girlfriends, children, etc.) What incentives 
are available to the AKAR NG  Recruiter/Career Counselor combating objections 
from these decision makers? PX and Commissary privileges, MW R privileges, life 
insurance; virtually nothing is D IRECTLY aimed at the DECISION M AKER.
What incentives are available to the applicant or current AKARNG member?

A. $10,000.00 Non-Prior Service Enlistment Bonus (3yr)
B. $15,000.00 Prior Service Enlistment Bonus (6yr)
C. $15,000.00 Extension Bonus to current AKARNG  members (6yr)
D. SRMGIB, $297.00 per month for 36 Months Full-Time (6yr)
E. SRMGIB Kicker, $200.00 per month ( i f  qualified)
F. Federal Tuition Assistance, $4500.00 per FY
G. Student Loan Repayment Program, $20,000.00(NPS) r a r c l v  u s e d  

IT State Re-Enlistment Bonus, Sec. 26.05.265 N O T  F U N D E D

I. Educational assistance for enlisted personnel, Sec.26.05.295 U N K N O W N  

J. State Tuition Assistance, Sec. 26.05.296 N o t  F U L L  Y F U N D E D  r e l i c s  o n  F .

A ll o f these incentives are geared specifically to the applicant or current service 
member; none o f them directly impact the decision makers. What would the 
advantage be o f offering an Educational Incentive to the applicant/service member 
that is only for their dependents? The DMVYVAKARNG could offer a minimum o f 
a 50% Tuition Waiver to any UA campus for any dependent o f an AKARNG 
member.

Written hy: Master Sergeant Clinton K . B row n  II
A laska A rm y  National G ua rd  Area N C O IC



A ll o f  the current incentives require a 3 to 6 year commitment by the applicant and 
service member, which is normally the greatest impediment to overcoming a 
decision maker’s objective to enlisting or maintaining membership. The Decision 
Maker is first and foremost concerned about the prospects o f  their soldier being 
deployed over such and long period o f time. The Family Member Tuition Waiver 
would assist in eliminating this and many other objectives by giving direct benefits 
to the soldier's family.

I f  35 soldiers would have remained in the guard because o f a Family Member 
benefit, the AKARNG would have maintained its End Strength and met the NGB 
mission.

Alaska A rmy National Guard Recruiting Incentives In fo  Paper

Written by ; M aster  Sergeant C lin ton  K . B rown II
A la ska  A rm y  National G uard  Area N C O IC
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Article 03. FREE  T U IT IO N  A ND  FEES FOR S P O U SE  A N D  C H IL D R E N  OF  
C E R T A IN  M IL IT A R Y  P E R SO N N E L

Sec. 14.-f3.0S0. Free tuition and fees at state-supported educational institutions. 
[Repealed. Sec. 2 ch 50 SLA 1991J.

Repealed or Renumbered

Sec. I4 .43 .0S5 . Free tuition and fees Tor a spouse or dependent o f a peace officer or 
members o f the armed services or a fire department.

(a) A  person enrolled as a student in good standing in a state supported educational 
institution in this state is entitled to a waiver o f  undergraduate tuition and fees if the 
person was the spouse or dependent child o f a bona fide resident o f  the slate who was

(1) a member of the armed services and who died in the line o f  duly or who died as a 
result o f injuries sustained while in the line o f duty for the state or federal government or 
who was listed by the United Slates Department o f  Defense as a prisoner o f  war or as 
missing in action; or

(2 ) a peace officer or a member o f a fire department who died from an act arising out 
of and m the course o f

(A ) employment as a peace officer or a fire fighter; or

(B )  duties as a volunteer fire lighter.

(b) In this section,

(1 j "armed services" means the Alaska National Guard. Alaska Naval Militia, and 
the armed services o f the United Stales;

(2 ) "dependent child" means a person who was a dependent o f a peace officer or o f a 
member o f  the armed services or a fire department at the lime o f  the peace officer’s or 
member's death, and who is

(A ) the peace officer's or member's natural or adopted child;

(H) a child in relation to whom the deceased armed services member, fire fighter, or 
peace officer stood in loco parentis for at least three years before the peace officer's or 
member’s death;

(C ) the peace officer's or member's stepchild; or

(D ) the peace officer's or member's acknowledged illegitimate child;



(3 ) "fire department" means a federal, state, or municipal fire department or a 
regularly organized volunteer fire department registered with the state fire marshal;

(4 ) "line o f duty" has the meaning given under federal law;

(5 ) "peace officer" has the meaning given in AS 01 .1 0 .0 60  and includes a 
correctional officer;

(6 ) "resident" means a person who resided in the slate for at least one year before 
serving in the armed services and who lists Alaska as the home state for purposes o f  
military records, or a person who was employed as a peace officer in this state or was a 
member o f  a fire department located in this state;

(7 ) "spouse" means a person who was married to a peace officer or to a member o f  
the armed services or a fire department at the time o f  the peace officer's or member's 
death.



Sec. 26 .05 .295 . Educational assistance for enlisted personnel.

(a) Each active enlisted member o f  the Alaska National Guard or the Alaska Naval Militia who has 
completed the initial voluntary enlistment period o f service that fulfills the mandatory requirement for 
military service under 50 U .S .C . App. 451 - 456 , 45S - 471 (Military Selective Service Act o f  1967) is 
eligible for educational assistance benefits in Alaska educational facilities.

(b) Except as provided in this subsection, educational programs and monetary benefits available to 
persons under (a) o f this section are based on and equivalent to those o f  the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs education program. Educational assistance may only be provided for a program or class 
in which the person is a student in good standing.

(c) [Repealed, Sec. 5 ch 25 SIA 1997].

(d) [Repealed, Sec. 5 ch 25 SIA 1997].

Sec. 26 .05 .296 . Tuition assistance.

(a) l o  the extent funds are available, the adjutant general may authorize the payment of up to 100 
percent o f the cost o f  tuition and required fees for each active member of the Alaska National Guard or 
the Alaska Naval Militia if the member attends an educational, vocational, or technical training school in 
this stale. The adjutant general may prioritize cate'-ories o f  education benefits to encourage recruitment 
and retention o f  Alaska National Guard members. Payments authorized under this section for active
members ol the Alaska National Guard or the Alaska Naval Militia continue so long as the active
member is a student in good standing in the educational program or class and participates satisfactorily 
in unit training activities.

(b) /Repealed, Sec. 5 ch 25 SIA 1997].

Sec. 26 .05 .298 . Definition for A S  26 ,05 ,295  and 26 .05 .296 .

In A S ,2.0.05 ,295  and 26 .05 .2 96 , "good standing" means the student is enrolled, attending, and meeting 
the minimum requirements for successful completion o f  the program or class.
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Questions fo r  A N G  dependents tu i t io n  w a iv e r

1. How many people are currently enlisted in the Alaska National Guard? 
*1800 as o f today in the Army National Guard, 2500 for the Alaska A ir 
Guard

2. How many enlist each year?
*350-400 per FY for the Army Guard, 250 per FY for the A ir Guard

3. Other states that have this sort o f program?
*None that we are aware of, there are 54 different National Guards in the 
US and territories.

4. How many other states have not met their quota in the past four years? 
*90% o f states have not made their End Strength Mission for the
last three
Years, the year prior to that would have been fairly successful nation 
wide.

5. What is the average age o f the current ANG member?
*32.8 years old.

6. I f  the number is available, there are how many Alaska National 
Guardsmen dependants?
in fo rm a tio n  unavailable

7. What is the number o f dependents college age or above? 
in fo rm a tio n  unavailable

S. Who pays for the current tuition waivers? (Sec. 14.43.085 - waivers for 
dependents o f public servants that died in the line o f duty and Sec. 
26.05.295 -  waivers for current Alaska National Guard Members ) 
*Section 14 is covered by the University o f Alaska (a) and Sec 26 is paid 
for by D M VA (b).

(a) How is that divided out o f the budget?
i t s  not, the university eats the cost o f tuition waivers
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(b)How is that divided out o f the budget?
*The Dept o f M ilitary and Veteran’s Affairs turns in a budget 
with a set amount on it for the UA Scholarship program and 
that is the amount that the legislature gives them and they use 
for the program.

1) How is that asking amount determined?
*The asking amount is figured out by numbers put 
together from the year before statistics, numbers that 
have joined, and numbers that have left and a few other 
statistics.

2) Do they get what they ask for every year?
*No. The office o f management and budget looks at 
the numbers and determines that those numbers are not 
feasible or workable and the D M V A  and OMB come to 
an agreement on a number that does not satisfy the 
D M V A ’s need. They are sending the numbers from the 
Murkowski administration as to how much funding is 
cut each year.

3) Are all students funded with what is allotted for the 
D M V A  education program and i f  not, how many are? 
*N o they are not. In Fy05 the numbers dropped from 
475 to 376, a difference o f 99 guardsmen from FY04. 
The program did not lose men because o f lack o f 
interest but because the increased cost o f tuition.

Is all o f that money currently being used for a) University and b) D M VA
a) *N /A  because University just eats the costs.
b) *D M V A  uses every cent they are given. In fiscal year 
2006 200 people applied for funding under the program. We 
won’ t have officia l numbers for this year until about 2 weeks 
when fee payment is over for all the universities.

When varying a guess Lt. Poletzky estimated that 60- 
70% o f applicants are funded on average. O f that percentage 
about ha lf are asking for fu ll time funding and half are asking 
for part time funding. O f the entire bunch almost all o f the 
people getting funding are getting their request fu lly  funded.

10.When and how much has tuition been raised in the past few years? 
^Increases happen every year, see chart in folder to get # ’s.
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1 l.Hovv many students apply for funding from D M V A  every year for the 
past four years?
:,:Unknown -  ANG office has not kept this number until this Spring.

12. How many o f those requests have been funded?
*See Chart Below

13. Amount o f funding requested by D M V A  before OMB got to it?
* Amount unknown- D M V A  says they do not keep offic ia l records of 
that sort o f numbers.

14. Amount o f funding appropriated?
*See Chart Below

C h a r t  o l  I m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  s o ld i e r s  s e r v e d  a n d  m o n e y  a l l o c a t e d  a n d  o t h e r  s t u f f
UA  Waiver Tuition Reimbursement Notes S/credit $$$  that year Shortfall expec

SFY02 510 35 1 $79 $28 ,5 00 .0 0
SFY03 450 42 2 $82 $278 ,5 00 .0 0
SFY04 475 36 $90 $2 78 ,5 00 .0 0
SFY05 376 36 3 $99 $278 ,5 00 .0 0
SFY06 200 14 4 $109 $353 ,5 00 .0 0 -$9 ,688 .00
SFY07 7 7 5. 6. 7, 8 $1 20 $378 ,5 00 .0 0 -$61 ,3 2 4 .0 0

N o t e s
1 Funding requests exceeded funds by $100,00.00 fur Tuition Reimbursement 
2 Funding requests exceeded funds by $25,000.00 for Tuition Reimbursement
^ 26 guard members denied due to lack of funding totaling 29,500.001'or Tuition 

Reimbursement
4 Numbers as of January 19, 2006
5 Expected increase of 10% in soldiers 
6 Known increase of 1% tuition
7 Governor's requested and suggested amount
^ flic increase in funding from this year to next is 7','<, which does not account for the 
expected 10% growth in soldiers wanting education.



T u i t i o n  R a t e  H i s t o r y  

R e s i d e n t  U n d e r g r a d u a t e  -  1 9 8 1  t o  2 0 0 7  A c a d e m i c  Y e a r
Main Campuses S/Credit Extended Campus es

Year S/Credit

Consolidated 

Fee Credits

Consolidated
Fee ACC PWSCC KOC

KEC
SC KPC

All Oilier 
Extended 

Sites

2006-2007

Lower Divn. SI 20 n/a n/a n/a $103 $105 $120 $120 $120

Upper Divn. S135 n/a n/a n/a $135 $135 $135 SI 35 $135

2005-2006

Lower Divn. $109 n/a n/a n/a $94 S95 $109 $109 $109

Upper Divn. $112 n/a n/a n/a $123 S123 S123 $123 $123

2004-2005

Lower Divn. 599 n/a n/a n/a S85 $86 $99 $99 $99

Upper Divn. $11? n/a n/a n/a S I 12 SI 12 $112 $112 SI 12

2003-2004

Lower Divn. $90 n/a 11/a n/a $77 $78 S90 $90 S90

Upper Divn. $102 n/a n/a n/a $102 $102 SI 02 $102 SI02

2002-2003
SS2

Lower Divn. SS2 n/a n/a n/a S70 $71 $82 SS2

Upper Divn. $93 n/a n/a n/a S93 $93 S93 $93 $93

2001-2002

Lower Divn. $79 n/a n/a n/a $68 $69 $79 $79 $79

Upper Divn. $90 n/a n/a n/a $90 $90 S90 $90 $90

2000-2001

Lower Divn, $77 n/a n/a n/a $66 $67 sr $77 $77

Upper Divn. $87 n/a n/a n/a $87 SS7 SS7 $87 SS7

1909-2000

Lower Divn. $75 n/a n/a n/a $64 $65 $75 $75 $75

Upper Divn. $84 n/a n/a n/a $84 SS4 SS4 $84 $84

1998-1999

Lower Divn. $73 n/a n/a n/a $62 $63 $73 $73 $73

Upper Divn. $81 n/a n/a n/a $81 $81 SSI - SSI SSI

Main Campuses are UAA , UAF, and UAS. ACC was Anchorage Community College and annexed by UAA  
starling in 1986. PWSCC is the Prince William Sound Community College in Valdez. KOC is Kodiak ( ollcge. 

KEC SC is the Ketchikan and Sitka campuses combined, and KPC is the Kenai Peninsula College.



Main Cainpusc:s S/Credit Extended Campus es

Year

1997-1998

Lower Divn.

S/Credit

Cc .solidatcd 

Fee Credits

Consolidated
Fee ACC PWSCC KOC

KEC
SC KPC

All Other 
Extended 

Sites

$71 n/a n/a n/a $60 S61 $71 $71 $71

Upper Divn. 579 n/a n/a n/a $79 $79 $79 S79 $79

1996-1997

lxiwcr Divn. $70 n/a n/a n/a $0 S57 $70 $70 $70

Upper Divn. $77 n/a n/a n/a $77 $77 $77 S77 $77

1995-1996
$69

Lower Divn. $69 n/a n/a n/a $52 $56 $69 $69

Upper Divn. $75 n/a n/a n/a $75 $75 $75 $75 $75

1994-1995 $67 13 $871 n/a $50 $54 $63 $67 $67

1993-1994 $64 13 S832 n/a $48 $51 $57 $64 $64

1992-1993 $58 13 $754 n/a $48 $48 $51 S55 558

1991-1992 $50 13 $650 n/a $43 $43 $43 S43 $43

1990-1991 $46 13 $598 n/a S39 S39 $39 $39 $39

1989 990 $42 13 S546 n/a $35 S35 $35 $35 $35

1988-1989 $38 13 $494 n/a $30 $30 S30 $30 S30

1987-1988 $40 12 $480 $35 $30 $30 $ *0 $30 $30

1986-1987 $40 12 $480 $35 $30 $25 $30 $30 $30

1985-1986 $33 12 $420 $25 $25 $25 $25 $25 $25

1984 1985 $30 12 $3b0 $75 $25 $25 $25 $25 $25

1983-19S4 $30 12 $2(*U $25 $25 $25 $25 $25 $25

1982-1983 $25 12 $300 $25 $25 $25 $25 $25 $25

1981-1982 $20 S $160 $25 $25 $25 $25 $25 $25

Main Campuses arc UAA . UAF. and HAS. ACC was Anchorage Cotniinmits College and annexed h\ I >AA 
starting in 1986. PW SCC  is the Prince William Sound Community College in Valdez. K O C  is Kodiak < allege 

KMC SC is lire Ketchikan and Sitka campuses combined, and KPC is the Kcnai P. ninsula ( ollegc.



EDUCATIONAL ASS ISTANCE  DATA

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  (UA)  T u i t i o n  W a i v e r  P r o g r a m  - F ive  h u n d r e d  t e n  ( 5 1 0 )  G u a r d  
m e m b e r s  a t t e n d e d  UA c l a s s e s  s t a t e w i d e .

T u i t i o n  R e i m b u r s e m e n t  P r o g r a m  - T h e s e  f u n d s  w e r e  u s e d  b y  3 5  G u a r d  m e m b e r s .  
T h e  AK N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  r e p o r t e d  th a t  r e q u e s t s  m a d e  by  G u a r d  m e m b e r s  for 
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  u n d e r  thi s  p r o g r a m  e x c e e d e d  a v a i l a b l e  f u n d s  b y  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0

S F Y 0 3

UA T u i t i o n  W a i v e r  P r o g r a m  - In S F Y 0 3  f u n d i n g  for t h e  UAA Tui t ion  W a i v e r  P r o g r a m  
w a s  p r o v i d e d  d irec t ly  to  DMVA r a t h e r  t h a n  to  DMVA f r om t h e  P o s t  S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n  
F u n d .  T h e s e  f u n d s  w e r e  fully ut i l i zed  a n d  m a d e  it p o s s i b l e  for 4 5 0  G u a r d  m e m b e r s  to 
a t t e n d  c l a s s e s  a t  UA.

T u i t i o n  R e i m b u r s e m e n t  P r o g r a m  - In S F Y  2 0 0 3  t h e s e  f u n d s  w e r e  u s e d  by  4 2  g u a r d  
a n d  N a v a l  Militia m e m b e r s .  T h e  AK N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e  Off ice  r e p o r t e d  
tha t  t h e y  r e c e i i / e d  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  in a d d i t i o n a l  r e q u e s t s  th a t  w e r e  d e n i e d  d u e  to  a  l ack  of f u n d s .

S F Y 0 4

UA T u i t i o n  W a i v e r  P r o g r a m  -  In S F Y 0 4  t h e s e  f u n d s  w e r e  fully u t i l i zed  a n d  m a d e  it 
p o s s i b l e  for  4 7 5  g u a r d  m e m b e r s  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  Univers i ty .  G u a r d  m e m b e r s  f rom 
A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  J u n e a u ,  B e th e l ,  Ninilchik, N u la t o ,  H o o p e r  B a y  a n d  N o m e  uti l ized 
thi s p r o g r a m .

T u i t i o n  R e i m b u r s e m e n t  P r o g r a m  -  T h e s e  f u n d s  w e r e  usc-d b y  3 6  G u a r d  a n d  N a v a l  
Militia m e m b e r s .

S F Y 0 5

UA T u i t i o n  W a i v e r  P r o g r a m  - In S F Y 0 5  3 7 6  g u a r d  m e m b e r s  u s e d  t h e  p r o g r a m  to 
o b t a r  th e i r  e d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  d e c r e a s e  f r o m  S F Y 0 4  o c c u r r e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  Un ivers i ty  of 
A l a s k a  (UA) i n c r e a s e d  th e i r  tui t ion f e e s .  UA, a t  t h e  G u a r d ' s  r e q u e s t ,  a b s o r b e d  S 3 6 . 0 0 0  
in tui tion c o s t s  w h ic h  a l l o w e d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  3 4  g u a r d  m e m b e r s  to  a t t e n d  c l a s s e s .

T u i t i o n  R e i m b u r s e m e n t  P r o g r a m  -  In S F Y 0 5 .  3 6  G u a r d  m e m b e r s  fully ut i l i zed t h e  
p r o g r a m ' s  $ 2 8 , 5 0 0 .  T w e n t y - s i x  (2 6 )  a d d i t i o n a l  G u a r d  m e m b e r s '  r e q u e s t s  ( total ing 
S 2 9 , 5 0 0 )  w e r e  d e n i e d  tui t ion r e i m b u r s e m e n t  d u e  to l a c k  of f u n d s .

S F Y 0 6

UA T u i t i o n  W a i v e r  P r o g r a m  -  T h e  AK N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  E d u c a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  OMice 
r e p o r t s  t h a t  a s  of  J a n  19, 2 0 0 6  2 0 0  G u a r d  m e m b e r s  h a v e  a p p l i e d  for  a s s i s t a n c e  u n d e r  
thi s  p r o g r a m .

SFV 02



T u i t i o n  R e i m b u r s e m e n t  P r o g r a m  -  A s  of  J a n  19,  2 0 0 6  f o u r t e e n  (1 4 )  G u a r d  m e m b e r s  
h a v e  a p p l i e d  for a n d  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  for a s s i s t a n c e  u n d e r  th i s  p r o g r a m .  T h e  a m o u n t  
s p e n t  a s  o f  t h a t  d a t e  is S 1 2 , 8 3 5 . 0 0



Department of Military &  Veterans' Affairs 
Educational Benefits
Information Request as ol January 20, 2006

Members A ss isted
F isca l
Year Governor

Conference
Commit lee Actuals

U of A  

Tuition W aiver 
Proqrem

Tuition
Reim brusem cnt

Progrom

2 0 9 2 S 1 2 8  5 $  2 8  5 $  1 6  5 5 1 0 2 5

2 0 0 3 3 0 1  0 2 7 8  5 2 7 8  0 4 5 0 4 2

2 0 0 4 2 7 8  5 2 7 8  5 2 7 8  4 4 7 5 3 6

2 0 0 5 2 7 B B 2 7 6  6 2 7 7  8 3 7 C 3 6

2 0 0 6 2 5 3  5 3 5 3  5 7 9

To C a t e .  2 0 0  

m e m b e r s  h a w  

a p p l i e d  for 
a s s is t a n c e

To d a t e .  14  

m e m b e r s  h a v e  

a p p l> e d  a n d  b e e n  

a p p r o v e d  for 
a s s i s t a n c e

2 0 0 7 3 7 e s U n k rv c w n N/A N/A N /A

NOTE
1 A c c o r c ir .g  to  t h e  D e p o r t m e n t 's  r e c o r d s ,  m e m b e r s  p u t  m  a d d it io n a l  re q u e s t s  o f  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  t h a t  M e r e  d e n t e d  d u e  t o  Io c h  o f  fu rx ia

2  A t  D M V A 's  r e q u e s t .  U  o f A  " a b s o r b e d *  $ 3 6  0  o t  t u it io n  c o s ts  s o  th a t  3 4  m e m b e r s  c o u ld  a t t e n d  c u m m e r  s e s s io n  

D u e  t o  s h o r t f a l l .  2 6  m e m b e r s  M e r e  d e n ie d  lu t . o n  r e im b u r s e m e n t  t o ta ll in g  $ 2 9  5

3  D e c r e a s e  in  m e m b e r  n u m b e r s  f r o m  F Y 0 4  to  F Y 0 5  m b s  th e  r e s u l  o f  In c r e a s e d  t u it io n  c r e d it  c o c ts  ( f r o m  $ 9 0  ! o  S 9 9  arvd  t h e n  

$ 1 0 9  p e r  c r e d i l  h o u r )

A'lditiornl Information
A  D e p e n c jn g  o n  t h e  c o u r s e  le v e l ! a * e n ,  c u r r e n t  c o s t  p e r  c r e d it  h o u r  fo r  a  re s id e n t  is  $ 1 0 9  o r  S t  1 2

8  Tfve G u a r d  e j e c t s  1 3 %  g ro w th  p e r  y e a r  m  u s e  o t th e  p r o g r a m  T h i i  p r o g r a m  is  b e n e f ic ia l  t o  th e  G u a r d  o s  it n lC M O

m e m b e r s  t o  p r o m o t e  /  a d v a n c e  in to  c f f .c e r  a r -d  s e n io r  g r a  J e  c r e a t e d  p e r s o n n e l  p o s it io n s

Ant,: paling 440 members fcr FY06 (based on 200 tnrcjgh m'd-ycar ar>d 43 for summer classes), the estimated costs soud be 
Tu.ticn Wii»er Program

Members 4 4 0

T jiticncred .t c c s t a 5 109
A,*uge credit hours per member_______ •_____________7_ (S243.3O0/370/$1Ci9/

Tctal $ yj$ 72Q

Ar I .  patrng DC r r e n b e ’t  fcr F t00 t a s rd  ch last two ( e a i ) .  tr̂ s costs cou^d be 
Tutticn fie-mburiem ent Prog’am

Member* 06
Tuibcn credit ccat ■ $ 109
A.eroge c*ec.t rcu rs per r.em.pfr______ •_______________ lS2e,5CO l*6i $109)

Total $ ??.4Ae

E f t b m n f r d  tc'a' c - s t  f c r  Fy£IC4, it fu y fu n d e d  srvd  Mitn a n t io g a t e d  n e m t e *  *r/p! m e n l  

LfA  T u .f  o n  W a i w r  P r o g r a m  S 335,720
TuticriF .e  meu a e m e '* ! P r o g r a m  r T «>>

S u b to ta l  

f Y  2 * J b t t u d g e »

P VwO F r c - .e d e d  ShcrVal
FY 07 analysis;

• N C H E * > E O  MEMLCAS L 5 A 3  B E N E F IT S

Mem,bars 48 (5C% INCREASE)
*u * ,un c ed-t ccat Average c’rdt nvui pt» member 

T t f *

S J b J  168 A 
3 *3  *00

5 f9 H66'

48
S 120

7
$ 9 f4  E

ea o :  • e  .-cc r r .cM  f  r e *  u s -n  * ( c f . i  fivd
M c ^ c i 4 7 b

tiaf.on u r . i t  tu s i t n s r e a s *  # S 11
A w a g e  C 'edt 4<c .« r* je ’ m e ' f t r  • f

T c t a i > j H 5 .  t
4 ♦. ,» .* » 3CL>M%tu/ F y0 7  $ 4 r » 4 2 4

r f J j d r e q u e s t  *c *  F i .?  .* v »  w
f  YCf P rd jt i ’r  J  S l^ fT sf fit 124

E atr JC r m 4 ic v r a ,  it I* *  le g s ia tu re  a ; pu .* t  •*# $ ; V P tnprfm fnt tar FYC7.1*+ oeoAflme J I ’ < t r  » M  Ly 
1 • ;  ». « ; C t  n  mcd*ip \>* i '< » ea sed  w \ t e *  .1 m e"*, r e  »C e’ -crai t * - a ' ’ » If* rugh ?»r p .  g am



E du c a t io n a l  B ene f its  (419 )
Alaska National Guard Educalional Benefits Funding History FY04-05 Page 2

FY2004 Governor FY2004 Conference FY2004 Actuals FY2005 Governor FY2005 Conference FY2005 Actuals 
Committee Committee

Component History

Department M&VA
RDU Alaska National 

Guard Benefits

71000 Personal Services 0.0
72000 Travel 0.0
73000 Services 0.0
7*1000 Commodities 0.0
75000 Capital Oullay 0.0
77000 Grants 8& Benefits 278.5
78000 Misc./Debt Service 0.0

Totals
Funding Sources:

278.5

1004 Gen Fund 278.5

M&VA
Alaska National 
Guard Benefits

0.0
0.0
00
0.0
00

27B.5
0.0

278.5

M&VA
Alaska National 
Guard Benefits

0,0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

278.4 
0,0

278.4

270.4

M&VA
Alaska National 
Guard Benefits

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

278.5  
0.0

278.5

278.5

M&VA
Alaska National 
Guard Benefits

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

278.5  
0.0

278.5

278.5

M&VA
Alaska National 
Guard Benolits

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

277.8  
0.0

277.8

277.8

Positions: 

Permanent Full lirno  
Permanent Part Time 
Non Permanent

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
o
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

I ' . l' je  t nt 1
Mali.' el Alaska 

l)ii| ailniuhi ulMikl.liy and Vi'turans /d'a is Mil 2001'. 10.10.iili



E d u c a t i o n a l  B e n e f i t s  ( 4 1 9 )
A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  E d u c a t i o n a l  B e n e f i t s  F u n d i n g  H i s t o r y  F Y 0 2 - 0 3  P a g e l

FY2002 Governor FY2002 Conference FY2002 Actuals FY2003 Governor FY2003 Conference FY2003 Actuals 
Committee Committee

Componen t  History

Department M&VA M&VA

RDU Alaska National Alaska National
Guard Benefits Guard Benefits

71000 Personal Servicos 0.0 0.0
72000 Travel 0.0 0.0
73000 Services 0.0 0.0
7*1000 Commodities 0.0 0.0
75000 Capital Outlay 0.0 0.0
77000 Grants && Benefits 128.5 28.5
78000 Misc./Debt Service 0.0 0.0

Totals 128.5 28.5
Funding Sources:

1004 Gen Fund 123.5 28.5

Positions:

Permanent Full Time 0
Permanent Part Time 0
Non Permanent 0

M&VA M&VA M&VA M&VA
Alaska National Alaska National Alaska Nalionnl Alaska National
Guard Benefits Guard Benefits Guard Bennfits Guard Benefits

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0,0

1G.5 301.0 278.5 278.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1G.5 301.0 278.5 278.0

16.5 301.0 278.5 278,0

0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0

P.nic t nt ] Stutr; of Alaska 
l>M|iinlinoiit iif Milil.ny unit V d o ian '. All..n . 1 10 20110 1107,in i



E d u c a t i o n a l  B e n e f i t s  ( 4 1 9 )
Alaska National Guard Educational Benefits Funding History FY06-07 Page 3

FY200G Governor FY2006 Conference FY2007 Governor 
Committee

Componen t  History

Department M&VA M&VA M&VA
RDU Alaska National Alaska National Alaska National

Guard UeneRls Guard Benefits Guard Benefits

71000 Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0
72000 Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0
73000 Services 0.0 0.0 0.0
74000 Commodities 0.0 0.0 0.0
75000 Capital Outlay 0.0 0.0 0.0
77000 Grants && Benefits 353.5 353.5 378.5
78000 Misc./Debt Service 0.0 0.0 0.0

Totals
Funding Sources:

353.5 353.5 378.5

1004 Gen Fund 353.5 353.5 378.5

Positions:

Permanent Full Time 0 0 0
Permanent Part Time 0 0 0
Non Permanenl 0 0 0

t',1 t ..I I
tit. ill! 1)1 AMSlul 

D epartm ent ot Military .mil Vi'li't.’tr . Allan!, i n  ;>oor. lortjoni



T O :  O f f i c e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E r i c  C r o f t  
R E :  H o u s e  B i l l  3 8 7

January 31, 2006

Dear Representative Croft:

I am sending this letter to express my support for House Bill 3S7, I am a Senior 
Airman in the Alaska Air Guard and am also a student at the University o f  Alaska, 
Anchorage. Given the choice between Active Duty Military and Traditional Guard 
service, I decided to jo in  the Guard so that 1 could stay in Alaska and attend school full­
time. As a traditional Guardsman, 1 serve one weekend per month and three weeks in the 
summer and am therefore a civilian more days o f  the year than I am a Guardsman. 
Furthering my education with the goal o f  earning a bachelors degree and then continuing 
on to law school is an essential component o f  my civilian life and the tuition assistance 1 
receive through the Dept, o f  Veterans Affairs has, thus far, helped with funding these 
goals.

Prior to this past fall semester I was enrolled in the Professional Piloting 
curriculum in the Aviation Technology program at U A A . This is one o f  the most 
expensive subjects that U A A  offers, due to additional fees and the cost per hour for flight 
lessons. During 2 0 03 -2 0 04 , the cost o f  attending UA A  as a piloting major was, for me 
personally, in excess o :\S6000 , above and beyond the tuition that was paid by the VA. 
Higher education is not cheap.

This summer I am being deployed overseas to serve my country, and will miss the 
first ha lf  o f  the coming fall semester at U A A . For this hardship, 1 am being paid roughly 
$3000  per month. 1 would like to think that my life is worth more than that, but like 
thousands o f  military members in Alaska I am proud to serve, regardless o f  the cost. 
However, it is my beliel that programs such as the tuition assistance program are small 
prices for the state to pay in reward to its military members that are so often put in harm’s 
way. Furthermore, Guard members do not receive the health and dental benefits that 
Active Duty members do. adding to the personal cost to individuals and their families.

For all o f  the aforementioned reasons, it is a sad thing that rnanv Guard members 
are denied this small benefit, Without state funding, the rate o f  members denied 
assistance is projected to increase drastically. As an active member o f  the Alaska Guard 
family, 1 fully support H B  387 , and any future legislation that pays tribute to the personal 
and professional sacrifices o f  Alaska’s military members.

Sincerelv.

SRA . Kristina S. I lurlburt 
AK Air National Guard 
Kalis A N G B ,  Anchorage. A K

Residence Address: 
1054 Evergreen St. 

•airbanks. AK  ‘>0709 
9 0 7 .2 4 4 .1078



I .otter til .Support |bi Mouse Bill 3S7 

l.itiuai \ 2f>. 2000

Honorable Members o f  the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nucman, Chair 
State Capital, Room  432  
Juneau. Alaska 0 9 8 0 1

Dear I lnnor.ible Representatives,

I am writing ml behalf ol the members and families o f  the Alaska National Guard in
support ol the Mouse Bill 387 : Tuition Waiver for National Guard Family. Working
sh'se.y u i ih  the lamilic.s ot National Guardsmen through my position with the N ition il

11:11 ram i -v g r a i n s .  I can personally attest to the need for such worthy legislation.
1 Jlieu enough. Guard families tire already struggling to make ends meet with (lie salaries
pant in return lor their selfless service m  this State and our Nation. The liuth costs o f  '
education arc usually loo great lor these families to consider for even one member o f  the
lauitJy. let a.one a spouse and dependents, who sometimes attend college toceilioi This
*•1 w.-uu add further incentive to those citizens interested in jo in ing the National Gu.ud

•1,k! 'V0l!h! s!mw  S11PP9M to the current members o f  the Alaska National C5i.au! - I , \  -
ietui;. Oil \ aiae then saenlice and support their efforts in defending our Stale and N.dmn
10 ouiu the \\ aron lerrori.sm and against the many potential disasters facing Alaska and

1 ( Fieaso. I ask that you give your support fully to this lull and ei wue it is
ya.' .ed u; iek |\ ;il!o stale law.



LeLter of Support for HB 387

J a n u a ry  2 6 ,  2 0 0 6

H o n o r a b l e  M e m b e r s  o l the H o u s e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  on E d u c a t i o n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a rk  N u em an , C h a i r  
S t a t e  C a p i to l ,  R o o m  4 3 2  
Ju n e a u . A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  H o n o r a b l e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

i am writing on behalf of myself and members of the Alaska National 
Guard and their dependents in support of MB 387. "An act providing for a 
partial tuition waiver for families of National Guard members." Members 
ot the Alaska National Guard are the first line of defense in the ever 
growing Global War on Terrorism; they are also ready at a moments 
notice when Mother Nature releases her fury on our state. There are 
numerous recruiting and retention incentives available to the Soldier and 
Airman, but we so very often overlook the sacrifices of their families. 
What we pay our defenders is a pittance in comparison to their 
responsibility for our safety; providing family members with a "partial" 
tuition waiver is the least that our state and communities can offer for tha 
sacrifice. 1 ask you to do your part arid ensure that H B 3 8 7  is sw iftly 
Passed into law and our Guardsmen are given the assistance to provide a 
c o l l e g e  education for their children and spouse.

3 in cere I v.

S im on . B r o w n  il,
1 9 7 3  to P r e s e n t  V e te r a n  and  
C u r r e n t  A la s k a  N a t ion a l G u a rd  M e m b e r



Letter o f Support for MB 387
January 26 , 2006

Honorable Members o f  the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau. Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I am writing on bchall ot myself and members o f  the Alaska National Guard and their 
dependents in support o f  MB 387 , "An act providing fo ra  partial tuirion waiver for 
families o f  National Guard members.”  Members o f  the Alaska National Guard are the 
tiist line ol defense in the ever growing Global War on Terrorism. This could not be done 
with great accuracy without the siippot! o f  our spouses and dependents. There are 
numerous recruiting and retention inct es available to the Soldier and Airman, but we 
so very often oveilook the sacnlices o f their families. What we pnv our soldiers is 
nothing in comparison to their responsibility for our safety; providing familv members

and spouse.

Rodger A. Morrison, 
t urrent Alaska National Guard Member



Letter o f  Support for HB 3S7 

January 26, 2006

Honorable Members o f  ine House Special Committee on Education  
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
Slate Capitol, Room  432  
Juneau. Alaska 99S01

Dear Honorable Representatives,

1 am writing on beha lf o f  myself and members o f  the Alaska National Guard and their
dependents in support o f  H 3  3S7, “An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for
families o f  National Guard members.”  Members o f  the Alaska National Guard are the
first line o f  defense in the ever growing Global War on Terrorism; they are also ready at a
moments notice when Mother Nature releases her fury on our stale. There are numerous
recruiting and retention incentives available to the Soldier and Airman, but we so very
often overlook the sacrifices o f  their families. What we pay our defenders is a pittance in
comparison to their responsibility for our safety; providing family members with a
"partial”  tuition waiver is the least that our state and communities can offer for trial
sacrifice. I ask you to do your part and ensure that H B 3S 7  is swiftly passed into iaw and
our Guardsmen are given the assistance to provide u college education for their children and spouse.

Sincerely,

-v V  i * *  *  "-Andre w \v . bwanston
Desert Storm and Somalia Veteran and
Current Alaska National Guard Meir.be



Letter o f  Support for HB  3S7 

January 2 6 ,2 0 0 6

Honorable Members o f  the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room  432  
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

1 am writing on behalf o f  myself and members o f  the Alaska National Guard and their 
dependents in support o f  MB 3S7, “An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for 
families o f  National Guard members." Members o f the Alaska National Guard are the 
first line o f  defense in the ever growing Global War on Terrorism; they are also ready tit a 
moments notice when Mother Nature releases her fury on our state. There are numerous 
recruiting and retention incentives available to the Soldier and Airman, but we so very 
often overlook the sacrifices of their families. What we pay our defenders is a pittance in 
comparison to their responsibility for our safety; providing family members w ith a 
“partial” tuition waiver is the least that our state and communities can offer for that 
sacrifice. I ask you lo do your part and ensure that ITB387 is swiftly passed into lavs and 
our Guardsmen are given the assistance lo provide a college education for their children 
and spouse.

S i n c e r e l y ,

( 'linton K. Brown II. Veteran and 
( 'in rent Alaska National Guard Member
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Letter o f  Support for HB 387 

January 26, 2006

Honorable Members o f  the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I am writing on behalf o f  myself and members o f  the Alaska National Guard and their 
dependents in support o f  HB  387, “An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for 
families of National Guard members." Members o f  the Alaska National Guard arc the 
first line o f  defense in the ever growing Global War on Terrorism; they arc also ready at a 
moments notice when Mother Nature releases her fury on our state. There arc numerous 
recruiting and retention incentives available to the Soldier and Airman, but we so very 
often overlook the sacrifices of their families. Providing family members with a “ parriaT 
tuition waiver is the least that our stale and coramvnifies can offer for that sacrifice. I ask 
you to do your part and ensure that HB387 is swiftly passed ir law and our Guardsmen 
arc given the assistance to provide a college education for thei children and spouse.



L e t t e r  o f  S u p p o r t  f o r  H B  3 8 7  

J a n u a r y  2 7 , 2 0 0 6

H o n o r a b l e  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n  E d u c a t i o n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r k  N u e m a n ,  C h a i r  S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  4 3 2  J u n e a u ,  
A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  H o n o r a b l e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,

I  a m  w r i t i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  m y s e l f  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  
G u a r d  a n d  t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  HB  3 3 7 , " A n  a c t  p r o v i d i n g  
a  p a r t i a l  t u i t i o n  w a i v e r  f o r  f a m i l i e s  o f  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  m e m b e r s , "
G e o r g e  O r w e l l ' s  w o r d s ,  A l a s k a n  r e s i d e n t s  " s l e e p  p e a c e a b l y "  b e c a u s e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  " s t a n d  r e a d y  t o  d o  v i o l e n c e  o n  
t h e i r  b e h a l f . "  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  m e m b e r s  s a c r i f i c e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
f r e e d o m s  o f  A l a s k a n  r e s i d e n t s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  c o u n t l e s s  i n c e n t i v e s  
f o r  t h e s e  s o l d i e r s ;  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w h o  a l s o  s a c r i f i c e ,  a r e  o f t e n  l e f t  
v / i  t h o u t  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t .
O u r  s t a t e  c a n  p r o v i d e  a  " p a r t i a l "  t u i t i o n  w a v i e r  t o  e n s u r e  c h a t  t h e  
s a c r i f i c e s  o f  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  a r e  n o t  o v e r l o o k e d .

S h o w  y o u r  g r a t i t u d e  b y  d o i n g  y o u r  p a r t  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  H S 3 8 7  i s  p a s s e d  
i n t o  l a v / .

S i n c e r e l y ,

M i c h e l l e  3 r o w n

D e p e n d e n t  o f  a n  A l a s k a  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  M e m b e r

W
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Letter ol'Support for H B  387  

January 30, 2 0 06

Honorable Members o f  the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Neuman, Chair 
State Capitol. Room  432  
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

J. am writing on behaif o f  die members o f  the .Alaska National Guard and their dependents 
in f-uppoit o f  H B  3S7, “An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for families o f  
National Guard members ”

I have both personal and business ties to the Alaska National Guard. My son and 
daughter-in-law are both Guardsmen The A K  Broadcasters Association and mvself ai e 
responsible for running the Guard recruitment ads on T \  and Radio and have been doi in 
so since 1996.

Until the recent depioymems and tragic deaths in Iraq our Guardsmen have gone quietly 
about their business in service to our slate They perform rescues and missions o f  men y, 
at Cltristinas they deliver toys to our bush communities, they help fight wildfires, they 
use weekend trainings to clean up abandoned vehicles, they were at oui airports after 
September 11, 2001 providing security and peace o f  mind to citizens pul on alert

This bill will help so much to give back to the families who through their support o f  th< ir 
citiren-soldicrs have also served tiieir state I ask you to do your part and ensure that 
H B387  is swiftly passed into law and our Guardsmen are given the assistance to provide 
a college education for their children and spouse.

Sincerely
*»— J  , . g ;/

Datlene Simono 
Executive Director

S * o < x J c a s t e &

"Membership Has Its Benefits" 

A n  A la s k a n  C o r p o r a t i o n
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Letter o f  Support for HB 387 

January 30, 2006

Honorable Members o f the Alaska House Special Committee on Hducatinn 
Chairman Rep. Mark Neuman 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau. A K  99S0I

Dear Representative Neuman and other Honorable Committee Members,

As a citizen ot the preat state o f  Alaska. I write > uu in support o f  Hri 387. providing 
partial tuition waiver lor families ct Natrona; Ciaard Members O u  continual support o f  
rill members o f  the Alaska National Guard and their dependents is critical for Homeland 
Security and our war on terrorism e need to recognize t ,e contribute, ns and sacrifices 
of tnc famines ot our soldiers, and this :r. a positive -a j ;. to benefit our protectors and help 
guarantee the opportunity tor future members of our National Guard.

I lease support HJ33S7 in your committee and help our lei i .lators ; ce that a Yes w.le 
means that Alaska w:l: always reward these individuals and lanirlics lira; make the 
ultimate sacrifice :n the face ct danger. F'Im .w  help our Guardsmen and bv p:o\;dir.e 
college education assistance for their children and srousc

Rie Schmid: 
Nome, Alaskj



Letter o f Support for House Bill 387 

January 30. 2006

Honorable Members of the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capital, Room  -132 
Juneau, Alaska 90801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

( onsideralion of this matter greatly pleases me. 1 am a proud member o f  our slate’s 
National Guard and have a collective military history o f  nearly fifteen years. 1 serve as a 
Recruiter and understand well the importance o f  our member’ s and families’ educational 
welfare. The opportunity for our members to educate themselves is vital and the Guard 
has done a tremendous jo b  o f  recognizing that as they have offered financial assistance to 
them fo: many years. These members, however, come with another very vital part o f our 
organization; their families! These families are essential to our moral and welfare and to 
our existence. It is important to our Guardsmen that their families are offered 
opportunities to educate themselves. Please take every consideration into account n 
communing over this matter.

S imerciy .

SJ ( '  Ru-. ell E ( Kerman



Letter o f Support for I IB 387

January 3 0 ,2 0 0 6

Honorable Members oTlhe House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nucinan, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

1 am writing on behalf o f  myself and members o f the Alaska National Guard and their 
dependents in support o f HB 387, “ An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for 
families o f  National Guard members." It is no secret but Guard members selflessly give 
o f  themselves to the State arid to our Nation. We are tl»e front line on the Global War On 
Tenor. Our families arc an integral part o f  our personal and national support mechanism. 
This bill would be o f  great assistance to our families and a much needed tool to continue 
their efforts o f  striving for higher education. That would bo yet another front we heat 
terrorism at. Please continue to help improve the Alaskan and American quality of life, 
by supporting HB  387 as our Citizen Soldiers bring the fight to the enemy.
Sincerelv, 

#  ’

Mel 1 Iawi
Current Alaska National Guard Member
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January 30. 2006
Letter o f  Support for HB 387

Honorable Members o f  the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I am writing on behalf o f  myself and dependents o f  the Alaska National Guard m supporl
o f  IIB  387, "An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for families o f  National Guard
members.”  As the spouse o f  a Guardsman and a student at CAA  it would rcaliy help us
make ends meet to luivc such assistance with ray tuition Your .support is appreciated and needed

Sincerely,
Qj<yVU y t  H tU A jt

J an e t  I i a w i
t  urrcn; Alaska National Guard Dependent



Letter uf Support for J IB 387  

January 30, 2006

Honorable Members o f the House Special Committee on Education 
Representative Mark Nueman. Chair 
State Capitol, R oom  -132 
Juneau, Alaska 99S01

Dear Honorable Representatives,

I am w riting as the spouse o f  a National Guard soldier asking that you support I IB 38~. 
An act pioviding lor a partial tuition waiver lor families of National Guard members,"

I he Alaska National Guard has the distinction o f being the only National Guard to draw 
its roots from indigenous North Americans, The Eskimo Scouts. The Scouts have played 
vital role in the defense o f our state and nation from the days o f  the Territorial Guard to 
now the Alaska National Guard.
1 he spouse s and children o f  our Guardsmen constantly deal w ith the possibility that 
their husband, wife, father or mother will be activated, mobilized or deployed. They can 
be mobilized to light fire in the Mat-Su or deployed to fight terrorists in Iraq and 
Afghanistan: they go. willingly and boldly to protect what we hold dear. T oo  often those 
ot us who are behind holding the home and community together are forgotten for our 
sau ilice . ( )ui soldiers ate the hero s but we are the ones who sacrifice arid give them the 
ability to wage war or save lives knowing that when they get home, all u i i f b e  well.
We spend millions of dollars on programs and entitlements for corpoiations and 
companies who are in need o f  nothing, what would it huit to spend a few dollars on the 
education o f  a soldier’s child? W ho would it benefit? Why would you not suppoit 
something so noble, and so ju.st? Let Alaska once again be the birthplace i f excellence, 
be tile f1 1si National Guard to provide "tuition assistance" to every member ol the Ala -ka 
National Guaro. m Idiers and I aim ly mernbeis alike. J expect to see your siippor; •*; 
11B3S7. do you. part and make this lull a reality.

Sincere! v,

Deanna K Brown, Spotise o f an 
Alaska National Guard Soldier
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Letter o f  Support for HB 387 

January 30, 2006

Honorable Members o f  the House Special Committee on Fducation 
Representative Mark Nueman, Chair 
State Capitol, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Honorable Representatives,

1 am writing on behalf o f  myself and members o f the Alaska National Guard and their 
dependents in support o f  HB  387, “An act providing for a partial tuition waiver for 
families o f  National Guard members.” . What we pay our defenders is a pittance in 
comparison to their responsibility for our safety; providing family members with a 
“ partial" tuition waiver is the least that our state and communities can offer for that 
sacrifice. 1 ask you to do your part and ensure that H B387  is swiftly passed into law and 
our Guardsmen are given die assistance to provide a college education for dicir children 
and spouse.

Sinccrelv. . / '

Lonnie A. Staib, Veteran and 
Current Alaska National Guard Member
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Letter o f  Support for HB 387 

January  30, 2006

H onorable M em bers  o f  the H ouse  Special C o m m it te e  on Education 
Representative M ark  N uem an , Chair 
State Capito l, R oom  432 
Juneau, A laska  99S01

Dear H onorab le  R epresentatives ,

I am writing  on b e h a lf  o f  m y se lf  and m em bers  o f  the  A laska  N ationa l G uard  and their  
dependents  in support o f  H B 387, “ .Am act p rov id ing  fo r  a partial tu ition  w aiver  for 
fam ilies o f  National G uard  m em bers .” M em b ers  o f  the A laska  National G uard  are the 
first line o f  defense  in the ever g row ing  G lobal W ar on  Terro rism ; they are a lso  ready  at a 
m om en ts  notice w hen M other N ature  releases he r  fury on  o u r  state. T here  are  num erous  
rccm it ing  and retention incentives available  to the  Sold ier  and  A irm an, but w e  so  very 
often overlook  the sacrifices o f  their families. W hat w e  pay  ou r  defenders is a p ittance  in 
com parison  to their responsibility  for our safety; p rov id ing  fam ily m em bers  with a 
“ partial” tuition w aiver is the least tliat ou r  state and  com m un it ies  can  offer for that 
sacrifice. I ask you  lo do  your part and ensure  t h a t ! IB387 is sw iftly  passed into law and 
our G uardsm en  are g iven  the assis tance to p rov ide  a co llege  education  for their ch ild ren  
and spouse.

Laura A . Staib
Spouse o f  A rm y National G uard  M em ber
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YFYV Post 10041 
P.O. Box 301 
Bethel. Alaska 96559

Representative Erie Croft 
State Capital Building 
Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Croft:

Thank you for your letter dated March 14, 2006 explaining House Bill 387 -  Tuition 
W aiver for National Guard Dependents.

On b e h a lf  o f  our  Post Com m ander. Henry Hunter, and at the request o f  ou r  m em bers, I 
am writing on b e h a lf  o f  VFW  Post 10041 giving our full support for 11B 387. At our 
V F W  M eeting  held last night. March 21. we voted unanimously for this support.

In addition, we thank you and co-sponsor Bill Thom as for introducing this important bill. 
The m ajority  o f  the m em bers in our Post have served in such places as K orea and Viet 
Nam, and w e  fully understand the sacrifices and support that family m em bers  and 
dependents went through while we served our great country. W e have m any o f  our 
National Guard m em bers  already fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan, and m any  m ore  to be 
deployed soon. You are right, we can never repay the debt we ow e. but we can, and will, 
provide support because they deserve it.

Providing a fifty percent tuition waiver for dependents  o f  active Alaska National Guard 
m em bers and providing free hunting and fishing licenses to m em bers is a small price to 
pay for their set vice in lighting for freedom. 11B 387 is a nice w ay o f  say ing  "Thank 
You. W e understand what you are going through. W e support you."

You have V FW  Post 10041 *s com plete  support for I IB 387. and you can rest assured we 
will be contacting our own Congressional delegation and ask for their support also.

f l JSjncerely,  ̂ yy

John P. Guinn. Quartermaster 
VFW  Post 10041

t 'c. Senator 1 yman 1 loffman
Representative M ary  Kapsner 
Senator Ted Stevens 
Senator Lisa M urkowski 
Representative Don Young
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D a te  R e fe r re d  to  C o m m itte e : A p r i l  5 ,2 0 0 6  F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :

Date of Committee Action:

The FINANCE Committee considered: HB 390

HOUSE B ILL NO. 390 PR O PE R T Y  ASSESSMENT A PPEA L F E E

"An Act limiting the am ount that a municipality may charge for an  appeal of a residential real property tax 
assessment to the municipality 's  board  of equalization."

Recommends it be replaced with [ J HCS or f vX c S  for f f  0 ?  D ____________________
For Senate Bills with new title: I ] Technical Title [ J New Title: I/CK____________ [ J Same Title [V'ffrcw Title

[ ] attach amendments
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F ISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2006 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

R e v is io n  D a te /T im e (N o te  if co rrec tion):
Title Property A ssessm en t  Appeal Fee

Fiscal Note Number

Bill Version'
(H) Publish Date

Dept Affected
■r d u

CSHB 390(CRA) 
4/5/06

Com m erce

S ponsor
R eques ter

Stoltze

Community Assist & Ec Dev (405) 
Component Community Advocacy____________

Community & Regional Affairs Component No 2703

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
O ther (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a te  of a n y  cu r ren t  y e a r  (FY200S) c o s t :  0 0
Mark th is  box  (X) if funding  for th is  bill is Inc luded in the  G o v e rn o r 's  FY 2007 b u d g e t  p ro p o sa l :  

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

1

ANALYSIS: lAttaci) a separate paqe it necessary)

Th is leg islation lim its the am ount a m unicipality m ay charge  ind iv idua ls for filing an appea l on an assessm en t 
to S10.00, regard less of the actua l cost to the m unicipality Currently, three m un ic ipa lit ie s charge  a fee in 
e x c e s s  of $10 00 If the a sse ssm en t is adjusted, the hearing fee is refunded to the ind iv idua l Th is legislation 
d o e s  not im pact tne operations of the division, however, there m ay be an im pact to loca l m un ic ipa lities that 
the d iv is ion has no inform ation to docum ent

P r e p a re d b y  Mike Black Director______________________________________________  P h one  507 2G9 4535
Division Commumiy Advocacy DaterTimo 4/3/06 2 27 PM
Approvedby W iliam C Noll Commissioner_________________________________  Date 4-3/2006______
Agency Comme'ce Community and Economic Development_____________

»••• »#.; • ' ; • •  ̂V0! Page t of I
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C O N C EPTU A L A M EN D M E N T

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE MEYER
TO : HB 390 (C R A )

1 Page 1, line 5-8

1 Delete all material

3 Page 1, line 5

4 Insert:

5 (0  A  m un ic ipa lity  may not charge more than the fo llo w in g  lees fo r appealing an

6 assessment o f residential real property to the board o f  equalization under this

7 section: %/y
8 ( i)  $25 as a fee fo r property assessed up to $99,000- ^  , c\ c(

9 ( i i ) $50 as a Ice fo r property assessed up to $ 100,000 to $499,999

10 ( i i i )  $100 as a Ice fo r property assessed up to $500,000 to $1,999,999

11 and

12 (iv )  $200 as a fee fo r property assessed over $2,000,000

13 Th is subsection does not apply to a m un ic ipa lity  w ith  a population under 30,000.

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

■>■)MM

23

24



F ISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2006 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

R e v is io n  D a te /T im e  (N o te  if correction):
Title Property A s sessm en t  Appeal Fee

Fiscal Note Number

Bill Version
(H) Publish Dote

Dept Affected 
'RDU

1

CSHB 390(CRA)
4/5/06

Commerce

Sponsor
Reques ter

Stoltze

Community Assist & Ec Dev (405) 
Com ponent Community Advocacy____________

Community & Regional Affairs Component No 2703

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  Dollars)
Note: Amounts do  not include inflation unless otherwise noted below
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0,0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a te  o f  any  c u r re n t  y e a r  (FY2006) c o s t :  0 0
Mark this  box (X) if fun d in g  for th is  bill is inc luded  in the  G o v ern o r 's  FY 2007 b u d g e t  p ro p o sa l :  

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: iAttach a separate pace tt necessary)

This leg is la tion  limits t h e  a m o u n t  a  municipality m a y  c h a r g e  ind iv iduals  for filing a n  a p p e a l  o n  a n  a s s e s s m e n t  
to  $ 1 0  00 .  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  a c tu a l  c o s t  to th e  municipality Current ly ,  th r e e  m u n ic ip a l i t ie s  c h a r g e  a  fe e  in 
e x c e s s  o f  $ 1 0 .0 0  If th e  a s s e s s m e n t  is a d ju s te d ,  t h e  h e a r in g  f e e  is r e fu n d e d  to  th e  individual. This legislation 
d o e s  not im p ac t  th e  o p e r a t i o n s  of th e  division, h o w ev er ,  th e re  m a y  b e  on  im p a c t  to local  m unicipali t ies  that 
th e  division h a s  no  in form ation  to  d o c u m e n t

Prepared  by f M e  Black, Director
Division Community Advocacy___________________________________________  Date/Time 4/3/06 2 27 PM
Approved by William C Noll, Commissioner_______________________________________ Date 4/3/2006
Agoncy Commerce Community and Economic Development_____________
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House Bill 390 (CRA)

P ro p e r ly  A ssessm en t A p p e a l Fee
"An Act limiting the amount that a municipality may charge for an appeal of a residential real 

property tax assessment to the municipality's board of equalization."

O fte n  t im e  h o m e o w n e rs  feel the  v a lu e  o f  th e ir  h o m e  has been wrongly assessed. In 
o rd e r  lo  ch a lle n g e  tha t assessm ent an  appea l m u s t be f ile d  w ith  th e ir  m u n ic ip a l ity 's  
b o a rd  o f  e q u a liz a tio n . C u rre n t ly ,  m u n ic ip a lit ie s  cha rge  a v a r ie ty  o f  fees associated 
w ith  an assessm ent appea l.

1 IB 390 w i l l  cap the  a m o u n t a m u n ic ip a l ity  can charge  fo r  a h o m e o w n e r to  appea l 
the  assessm ent on  th e ir  h om e  to  $10 il  tha t m u n ic ip a l ity  has a p o p u la t io n  g re a te r 
than 30,000.

1 h is le g is la tio n  is an a tte m p t to  a llo w  h o m e o w n e rs  d ue  process in  h a v in g  th e ir  
hom e  assessed by  th e ir  loca l g o v e rn m e n t.

D M K I C I  l o

lumaiwoon • in  i n .  • < in  c . i a k  •  i k m  i n a  •  i A i m  n .w  loop
K M K  i m  I I I  H O A D  • l . \ / A  M O l  M  A I N  • I ’A I  M l  . I t  • 1*1 I I U s  ( I I I  I K
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Loca l p rop e r ty  v a lu e s  keep  on r is ing

10 PERCENT JUMP; C ity  b e g i n s  m a i l in g  it:. 2 0 0 6  a p p r a i s a l  n o t i c e s .

PE T E R  P O R C O  
A n c h o r a g e  D a l ly  N e w s

S t a f f

T h e  v a l u e  o f  all p r iv a te  a n d  b u s in e s s  p r o p e r t y  in th e  city j u m p e d  10 p e r c e n t  in t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  
a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  c i ty 's  P r o p e r t y  A ppraisal  Division, which  b e g a n  m ailing  its 2 0 0 6  a p p ra is a l  n o t ices  
Friday . T h e  n o t ic e s  fun c t io n  a s  a  h e a d s - u p  to  h o m e  a n d  p r o p e r t y  o w n e rs ,  b e c a u s e  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  
a r e  b a s e d  p a r t ly  on  a p p r a i s e d  v a l u e .  T a x e s  g e n e ra l ly  follow v a l u e s  up .  Officials, h o w e v e r ,  s a y  
t h e r e ' s  n o  d irec t  link b e t w e e n  t h e  c h a n g e  in v a l u e  an d  th e  ta x  r a t e ,  which  will b e  s e t  th is  sp r ing  by 
t h e  A n c h o r a g e  A ssem b ly .

T h e  i n c r e a s e  in a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  v a r ie s  g re a t ly  fro m  p r o p e r t y  to  p r o p e r t y  a c r o s s  th e  city. S o m e  
p r o p e r t i e s  h a v e  fallen in a p p ia i s e d  v a l u e ,  b u t  t h e  g r e a t  m a s s  of th e  c i ty 's  9 3 ,8 0 0  re s id en t ia l  a n d  
c o m m e rc ia l  p a rc e ls  h a v e  g a in e d  v a l u e ,  sa id  m unic ipa l  a s s e s s o r  M arty  McGee.

T h e  to ta l  t a x a b le  v a lu a t io n  of rea l  p r o p e r t y  in t h e  city h a s  r isen  th is  y e a r  to $ 2 3 . 9  billion, from  
$ 2 1 . 7  billion t h e  y e a r  b e fo re .

S o m e  p r o p e r t i e s  h a v e  a p p r e c i a t e d  by 20  p e r c e n t  o r  m o r e  — including  o n e  o w n e d  by an  
a s s e m b l y m a n  — b u t  m o s t  i n c r e a s e s  a r e  in t h e  m id - r a n g e  of 10 p e r c e n t  to  11 p e i c e n t ,  McGee said .

A s s e m b ly m a n  K e n n e th  S t o u t ,  w ho  w a s  o n e  of five A ssem b ly  m e m b e r s  to  h e a r  M cGee a n d  o th e r  
officials d i s c u s s  th e  l a t e s t  e v a lu a t io n s  a t  a w o rk  se s s io n  Friday, l e a r n e d  th a t  h is ow n  h o m e  in Eas t  
A n c h o ra g e  h a s  r isen  in a p p r a i s e d  v a l u e  by 18 p e rc e n t ,  to  n e a r ly  $ 3 6 0 ,0 0 0 .

"I 'm  n o t  rea l  h a p p y  w ith  it, o f  c o u rs e , "  S to u t  sa id .  "It  w e n t  up  c o n s id e ra b ly  last y e a r ,  so  I t h o u g h t  it 
w o u ld  level off ."

S t o u t  a c c e p t e d  M cG ee 's  e x p la n a t io n  th a t  h ig h e r -q u a l i ty  h o m e s  g e n e ra l ly  s a w  t h e  la rg e s t  in c re a s e s  
in v a l u e

"I c a n ' t  c o m p la in  to o  loudly ,"  h e  sa id ,  "W e h a v e  a litt le co m p le x  t h e r e  th a t  h a s  j u s t  a few h o u s e s  in 
it, a n d  t h e  h o u s e s  a t e  all fairly go o d  sice  a n d  well ke p t ."

T h e  d iv ision s e t s  a do l la r  f ig u re  for a  p r o p e r t y  - w h a t  it c o n s id e r s  t h e  lair m a r k e t  v a l u e  -- b a s e d  
on  a c tu a l  s a l e s  of s im ila r  p r o p e r t i e s ,  ac c o rd in g  to  McGee.

A p p ra is e r s  t r a c k  t h e  s a le  p r ice  of roughly  o n e - th i rd  of th e  c i ty 's  p r o p e r t i e s  sold in a  g iv en  period , 
h e  s a id .  B a s e d  on  p r i c e  a n d  c h a ra c te r i s t ic s  of til-' p r o p e r t y  sold, t h e y  c o n s t ru c t  a  m o de l  lo  p red ic t  
t h e  v a l u e s  o f  similai p r o p e r  ‘ i e s .

"We k n o w  w h a t  g o e s  on  in t h e  m a r k e tp la c e , "  M cGee said .  The city be l iev es  its a p p r a i s a l s  a r e  a t  9 8  
p e r c e n t  of t h e  a c tu a l  m a r k e t  v a l u e ,  h e  a d d e d .

L ocation  p l a y ,  a  ro le  in p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  bu t  no t a m a jo r  o n e ,  h e  sa id .  S o m e  a r e a s  of t h e  city a i e



r e s p o n d in g  to  th e  m a r k e t  a s  a w hole.  T he  S o u th  Addition, for e x a m p le  -- t h e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  s o u th  of 
t h e  Park  S t r ip  -- is b o o m in g  b e c a u s e  lots of p e o p le  w a n t  to  live n e a r  d o w n to w n ,  McGee sa id .

" T h e re 's  a lot go ing  on  th e r e ,  a lot of h i g h - v a l u e  s a le s ,  a n d  w e  reflec t  t h a t  in o u r  v a lu a t io n ,"  h e  
sa id .

"The p r e d o m in a n t  th in g  go ing  on now ,"  h e  sa id ,  "is p e o p le  do ing  r e m o d e l in g  a n d  a d d i t io n s .  People  
a r e  u p g ra d in g  all o v e r  t h e  city. W e 're  m o r e  j f f l u e n t ,  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  a r e  low, t h e y  c a n  r e f in a n c e  a n d  
a d d  v a l u e  to  th e i r  h o u s e s . "

P eop le  w h o  live in o ld er ,  sm a l le r  h o m e s  t h a t  a r e  no t  c h a n g in g  co m pla in  t h a t  the ir  p r o p e r t i e s  
sh o u ld  n o t  be  rising o n  a p a r  with t h e  o th e r  h o m e s ,  ac c o rd in g  to  McGee.

His a n s w e r  to  t h e m  is t h a t  t h e r e ’s a  s t r o n g  m a r k e t  for h o m e s  ju s t  like th e i rs  b e c a u s e  b u y e r s  w a n t  to  
t a k e  t h o s e  s m a l le r  h o m e s  a n d  re m o d e l  th e m .

A n c h o ra g e  h a s  re la t ive ly  few  h o m o g e n e o u s  n e ig h b o rh o o d s ,  which  a r e  likely to  b e  su b d iv is io n s  built 
in r e c e n t  y e a r s .  I t s  m o r e  t /p lc a l  n e ig h b o rh o o d  profile is a h o d g e - p o d g e  of h o u s in g  •• t h e  o ld e r  
h o m e s  s id e  by  s id e  w i th  la rg e r ,  n e w e r  h o u s e s  a n d  m a y b e  f ix e r -u p p e rs  on  t h e  o t h e r  s id e  of t h e  
s t r e e t .

"A n c h o ra g e  h a s  n o t  d e v e lo p e d  s y s te m a t ic a l ly ,"  M cGee sa id .  T hat 's  w hy  c o m p a r in g  ty p e  of p r o p e r t y  
r a t h e r  t h a n  re ly ing  on  lo c a t ion  "d o es  a g o o d  jo b  in p re d ic t in g  individual p r o p e r t y  v a lu e s '*  b a s e d  on  
t h e  p r o p e r t y  d e sc r ip t io n .

The m u c h - d i s c u s s e d  h o u s in g  b u b b le  t h a t  a p p e a r s  to  b e  leveling  off O u ts id e  is n o t  m u c h  in p lay  -n 
A n c h o ra g e ,  ac c o rd in g  to  McGee. Tfie s p e c u la t io n  t h a t  l e a d s  to  'h y p e r  v a l u e "  e lx e .v h c re  d o e s  no t 
hold t r u e  h e r e ,  h e  sa id .  A n c h o ra g e  is still r id ing  a  g e n e ra l  e c o n c m .c  rise  a n d  few  b e t t e r  i n v e s tm e n t s  
e x is t  h e r e  t h a n  a h o u s e .

"W h a t w e ' r e  s e e in g  n o w  a n d  ex p ec t  to  s e e  n  t h e  n e x t  y ea :  is j  s lo w do w n t h e  n u m b e r  of s a l e s  bu t 
n o t  in p r ice ."

S t o u t  t h o u g h t  o th e rw is e .

"My p e r s o n a l  a s s e s s m e n t  is t h a t  th is  m a r k e t  v. I ( s o o n )  f l a t t e n  o u t , '  S to u t  sa id

P r o p e r t y  owners h a v e  3 0  d a y s  from t h e  d a t e  of t h e  n o b c e  to  appeal IftCir e v a lu a t io n .  O o th  t h e  
e v a lu a t io n  a n d  a p p e a l  fo rm s  a r e  av a i lab le  o n  t h e  City’s  Web s i t e  (ww w .rnuM i.org)

T he  city d o e s  c h a n g e  a p p r a i s a l s  w h en  it l e a r n s  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  a p r o p e r t y  : d d not k n ow  bef 
M cGee sa id .

M eanw hile ,  t h e  City is a g a in  offering  e x e m p t io n s  for u p  to  S30.CCJ0 < f a s s e t  c d  v a l u e  to  gu.H-fy ng 
t a x p a p c r s  -* ch iefly ,  to  t h o s e  w h o  live n t fu  t  o w n  h o m e s

T h o se  w h o  a p p l ie d  las t  y e a r  do  no t  h a v e  to  re a p p ly ,  t h e  cTy s.v I

New h o m e o w n e r s  will find in fo rm a t io n  a n d  t a x  e»empt>L n fo r "  s • tn<- Web site

Daily N ew s r e p o r te r  P e ter  P o r to  t a n  b e  r e a c h e d  it p p o rco  i fn co in  t r .p

http://www.rnuMi.org
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Ballooning property values put crunch on seniors in the Valley

7AXFS- O ff ic ia l :  ..rv t h e y  >i o s t a r t i n g  to  investiga te*  a d d i t i o n a l  e x e m p ' i i 'M  op t 'C P S ,

Mat - S ir fo cu s

R I N O I  W H IT E  
A n c h o r a g e  D a i ly  N e w s

S t a f f

P r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  a t e  on  t h e  r ise  in t h e  Valley, a n d  s o m e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  M a ta n u s k a - S u s i tn a  
B o ro u g h  A ssem b ly  a r e  looking for w a y s  to  he lp  s e n io r s  on  fixed in c o m e s  w h o ,  d e s p i t e  t a x  
e x e m p t io n s ,  face  g ro w in g  ta x  bills. Two Valley se n io rs  in t h e  p a s t  tw o  m o n t h s  h a v e  a s k e d  th e  
M a ta n u s k a - S u s i tn a  B o roug h  A ssem b ly  to  r e d u c e  the ir  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s ,  sa y in g  th e i r  a s s e s s m e n t s  
h a v e  i n c re a s e d  b e y o n d  w h a t  t h e y  c a n  affo rd .

It w a s n ’t e a s y  to  a s k  t h e  A ssem bly  to  fo rg ive  tier n e a r ly  $ 1 ,2 4 0  la x  bill, s a id  Wasilla  r e s id e n t  
E le an o r  Riendl, w ho  o n  Jan .  4 a s k e d  for a n  e x t r e m e  h a rd s h ip  e x e m p t io n .

"W h e n  I fo u n d  ou t  th i s  w a s  a n  o p t io n ,  I rea lly  h u d  to  th ink  a b o u t  it,* Riendl sa id .  *1 d o n ' t  a s k  for 
he lp ."

Riendl h a s  b e e n  o u t  of w ork  s m c e  h e r  s t a t e  jo b  a s  a Pa lm er  S uper io r  C o u r t  bailiff, s h e p h e r d in g  
ju r o r s  du r in g  t r u l s ,  w a s  r e d u c e d  fro m  full t im e  to  a  few h o u r s  a  w e e k ,  s h e  said .

S h e ’s  look ing  for w ork  hu t  is f inding her  a g e ,  which  s h e  dec l ined  to  s t a t e ,  a n  im p e d im e n t  to  r e ­
e n te r in g  t n e  jo b  m a r k e t  Riendl sa id  s h e 's  h o p in g  for s o m e th in g  m o r e  s t im u la t in g  t h a n  a  jo b  a s  a 
d e p a r t m e n t - s t o r e  g r c e te r .  S h e 's  h a d  a  few  in te rv iew s  for office p o s i t io n s ,  b u t  n o th in g  h a s  c o m e  
t h r o u g h  y e t  Riendl sa id  s h e ' s  conf iden t  s h e  ll b e  b a c k  o n  tier fee l  b u t  h o p e d  for a n  e x e m p t io n  to  
h e lp  h e r  until s h e  d o e s .

By s t a t e  m a n d a t e ,  s en io r  c i t izens  a n d  d isab le d  v e t e r a n s  a r e  e x e m p t  fro m  p a y in g  t a x e s  o n  t h e  first 
$ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  of t h e  asset : v a l u e  of their primary home. State taw a lso  provides o th e r  option! 
s e n io r s  a n d  d is a b le d  v e te r a n s  •* a  h a rd s h ip  e x e m p t io n ,  a n  e x t r e m e  h a r d s h ip  e x e m p t io n  a n d  a  
b 'a n k e t  re d u c t io n  in . s s e s s m e n t s  for al p r o p e r t y  o w n e rs .  Cdios or m u n ic ip a l i t ie s  cun  e x e rc i s e  t h e  
t h r e e  o p t io n s  a t  th e ir  d isc re t io n ,  acc o rd in g  to  s t a t e  a s s e s s o r  S t e v e  Van S a n t .  Or tfiey c a n ,  like 
k e n .n. go  a s t e p  fu r th e r  a n d  e 'e n  n u t e  to-« ,n p r o p e r t y  o w n e d  by  s e n io r s  u't-j ;e th e r ,  h e  -.aid

* a 'i m t ■ t J  fw e  it . pa >tn •. h a v e  tu rn e d  t !• .viket i • e n g  : r  • : >  m a k e  p r o p e r t y
t a x e s  n  o r e  fa  a .  a  id  t ' e  Municipality of A n c h o ra g e  >i co n s id e r in g  Its w.vn t l a n k e t  e x e m p t io n  
p r o g r a m  v a n  S a n t  s a id  m u n ic ip a l i t ie s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  f a v e  g r a n t e d  h a r d s h ip  and  e x t r e m e  
1 ' 'i p i le t i  | • n s  a  ■:a c e  b ,  a s e  t a s  % : • ai.Mre'.s « u . h  p r o p e r t y  .. ■ • rr.p.n- • Ar

■.(’ <■ i' I dst ,.- e»- pt t\ • • j . a i  p r o p e r t y  ? ' < e s -j.se 1 a f te r  t h e  f st $ 1 ' . p ' . - • ■■■  ;
p r o p e r t y  v a l u e  A h arc js f  p e x e m p t  c a p s  t.'ie a m .  un t ul  p r o p e r t y  to*  d u e  a t  p e rc e n t  
a p p l ic a n t 's  in c o m e

Riendl M id  s h e  c o m p le te d  p a p e rw o rk  verify ing  he r  in c o m e ,  a n d  b o ro u g h  a s s e s s o r  Alien Black 
d  'ifn :l t h e  in fo rm a t io n  b e fo re  se n d in g  4 to  t h e  A s se m b ly  An e x t r e m e  h .ndsii i ; .  e x e m p l i  -n r e q u e s t  
is no t  a  wed pu b lic ized  o p t ion ,  a n  t 4 ’s  s o m e th in g  tr ie  A ssem bly  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  a s k e d  to  co n s id e r



b e fo re ,  b o r o u g h  f in an ce  d i r e c to r  T a m m y  C lay ton  sa id .  T he  A s se m b ly  in D e c e m b e r  d e a l t  with its first 
h a rd s h ip  e x e m p t io n  r e q u e s t  in b o ro u g h  h is to ry ,

I t  c a m e  fro m  G r o u s e  Ridge p i o p e r t y  o w n e r  Kendall G a rd n e r ,  a n d  t h e  A s se m b ly  u n a n im o u s ly  
d e n ie d  his  r e q u e s t  to  p a y  2 p e r c e n t  of his o w e d  t a x  bill. G a rd n e r  l is ted  h is  in c o m e  a s  e x c e e d in g  
$ 6 0 ,0 0 0 .  His p r o p e r t y  is v a lu ed  a t  $ 2 7 7 ,9 0 0 ,  a n d  h e  would p a y  t a x e s  o n  a b o u t  $ 1 2 7 , 9 0 0  of th a t ,  
o r  a b o u t  $ 1 ,9 0 0 .

Ricndl 's  p le a  for a s s i s t a n c e  w a s  a ls o  d e n ie d ,  by a  3 -2  v o te ,  b u t  t h e  i s s u e  is s o m e th in g  b o ro u g h  
l e a d e r s  a r e  c o n t in u in g  to  d is c u s s .  R icndl 's  A s se m b ly  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e ,  M ary K volhe im , w a s  trave l ing  
O u ts id e  a t  t h e  t im e  of t h e  vo te .  S h e  sa id  s h e  w a s  s u rp r i s e d  Riendl’s  r e q u e s t  w a s  d e n ie d  a n d  
followed u p  t h e  dec is io n  w i th  calls lo  b o ro u g h  a d m in i s t r a to r s ,  a sk in g  t h a t  t h e y  w ork  on  finding 
o p t io n s  for s e n io r s  w h o s e  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  h a v e  r isen  a b o v e  leve ls  t h e y  c a n  affo rd  to  pay .

"I feel v e ry  s t ro n g ly  th a t  s e n io r s  a r e  a  gift to  o u r  c o m m u n i ty ,"  K valhe lm  sa id .

K valhe im  i s n ’t t h e  only  A ssem b ly  m e m b e r  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  g ro w th  in t h e  Valley m a y  b e  leav ing  
s e n io r s  b e h in d .  B o ro u g h  Mayor Tim A n d e rs o n  sa id  R iendl’s  c a s e  o p e n e d  h is  e y e s  to  t h e  possib ility  
t h a t  t h e  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  e x e m p t io n  for s o m e  s e n io r s  m a y  so on  n o t  b e  e n o u g h  to  r e l e a s e  t h e m  from  tax  
ob l ig a t io n s .

For t h e  firs t  t im e ,  in 2 0 0 5 ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e  in M a t-S u  B o ro u g h  ro s e  a b o v e  $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0 .  
C lay to n  sa id  t h e  a v e r a g e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  of a h o m e  is n e a r ly  $ 1 6 0 ,0 0 0 ,  u p  n e a r ly  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0  from  las t  
y e a r .

"As o u r  a s s e s s m e n t s  v a l u e  c o n t in u e s  to  g ro w ,  u n fo r tu n a te ly ,  th e i r  i n c o m e s  d o n ’t g e n e r a l l y  in c re a se  
a t  t h e  s a m e  le v e l ,” A n d e rs o n  said .  “W e uu ld  s e e  re a l  p ro b le m s  for p e o p le  with fixed in c o m e s ."

Black sa id  h e  h e a r s  p le n ty  of c o m p la in ts  a f t e r  a s s e s s m e n t s  a r e  m a i led  o u t  e a c h  M arch  -- t h a t ' s  ju s t  
p a r  for t h e  c o u r s e .  S o m e  of t h e  a p p e a l s  fie d e a l s  w ith  e a c h  y e a r  c o m e  f ro m  s e n io rs ,  b u t  a s  m a n y  
c o m e  f ro m  o t h e r s  w h o  b e l iev e  his office e r r e d  w h e n  e s t im a t in g  th e i r  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e .

A ppeal ing  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t ,  Riendl s a .d ,  w a s  h e r  firs t r e s p o n s e .  S h e 's  a p p e a l e d  h e r  a s s e s s m e n t  th e  
la s t  few y e a r s  a n d  sa id  t h e  b o ro u g h  a s s e s s m e n t  office h a s  m  t h e  p a s t  r e d u c e d  t h e  v a l u e  f her 
h o m e  a n d  p r o p e r t y  by  a few h u n d r e d  dollar; *o a n  a m o u n t  s h e ' s  b e e n  a b le  to  p a y .  This y e a r ,  th a t  
d id n ' t  h a p p e n .

R icnd l 's  h o m e  n e e d s  rep a ir  By itself,  i t 's  w o r th  l e s s  t h a n  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 .  b u t  h e r  p r o p e r t y  is c o n d u c iv e  to 
d e v e lo p m e n t  O n e  s id e  b o r d e r s  B o gard  R o ao ,  j  b u s y  a n d  inc reas in g ly  c o m m e rc ia l  t h o r o u g h f j r c

" I t 's  v e ry  d e s i r a b le  l a n d , ’ Black sa id .  "H er  a s s e s s m e n t  w e n t  up  with  t h e  2 0 0 4  a s s e s s m e n t  y e a r , '

L eap t  is m o r e  like it R icnd l 's  a s s e s s m e n t  w e n t  u p  $ 7 0 ,8 0 0  in 2 0 0 3  a n d  a n o th e r  $ 6 2 , 1 0 0  in 2 0 0 4 .
S h e  qual if ies  for t h e  sen io r* C i | iU n  ta< e x e m ,  u c n  on  IhC fe s t  $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  in  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e ,  b u t  he r  
n e a r ly  $ ! , ? 4 0  t a x  bill c o n s t i t u t e s  a  l a rg e  c h u n k  of fier incom e , which c o m e s  fron  Sacra l  S ecu r i ty  
c h e c k s  a to n e .

The a v e r a g e  M a t-S u  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  n 2 0 6 4  pa id  a b o u t  $ 2 ,7 3 6  .ri p r o p e r t y  ' i B  ic u g h w id e ,  
p r o p e r t y  owner- ,  p a y  ! 1 .8 mills, p lu s  a b o u t  0 . 3 8  mills for fo .a l  r o a d  a n d  f u e  • r-. e  a r e a  fu n d s  |n  
t h e  Cities, t h e  s e rv ic e  a r e a  fu n d s  a r e  r e p la c e d  b y  a  City wide mill levy 3 mills in  •‘j f m e r ,  3 m ills  m 
H o u s to n  a n d  0  4 of 1 mill m Wasilla.

O n e  o p t io n  for h a r d - p r e s s e d  se n io r s  m a y  b e  a  p r o g r a m  u-a-d m o th e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  P ’Ct-s a  Lon on  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  al low ing < • i, - . to  d e fe r  t a x  p a y m e n t s  unM  th e  i l e • • J  or t in- p r o p e r t y  o w n e i  J . i - .
a n d  t h e  ’a x e s  a r e  p a id  by  t h e  d e c e a s e d ' s  c s ’o t e  M a t-S u  B o ro u g h  a s s i s t a n t  m a n a g e r  M arian 
R o m a n o  sa id  b o r o u g h  s ta f f  m e m b e r s  a r e  e v a lu a t in g  p r o g r a m s  e l s e w h e r e  b u t  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  is m  
its  e a r ly  s t a g e s .

'W e  d o n ' t  w a n t  lo  n e c e s s a r i ly  r e d u c e  (Me b o r o u g h ’s  ability to  p ro v id e  s e r v ic e s ,"  R o m a n o  s a id  “But 
w e  do  w a n t  to  b e  fair t o  t h e  r e s .d e n t s  of ou r  c o m m u n i ty  W e 're  looking t o  s e e  w h a t ' s  ou t  t h e r e  "

Van ‘.. .ml s a id  t h a t  to  e x p a n d  p r o p e r t y  tax i «eruptn . s m a y  t • a d a t e  u  . e l  t a s k  tl it n - ip . , 1 .-.



a c t io n  by t h e  L eg is la tu re .  He sa id  t h a t  t h e  L eg is la tu re  h a s  d i s c u s s e d  d e fe r r a l  p r o g r a m s  b e fo re ,  bu t 
s o m e  a s p e c t s  s e e m e d  p ro b le m a t ic .  W h en  th e  m a t t e r  w a s  d is c u s s e d  in t h e  19B0s, h e  sa id ,  sen io rs  
w e ig h e d  in, sa y in g  th e y 'd  b e  r e lu c t a n t  to  h a v e  a lien p laced  on th e i r  p r o p e r t y  j u s t  to av o id  pay ing  
t a x e s ,  And leg is la to rs  w e re  r e lu c ta n t  to  a p p r o v e  a p ro g ra m  t h a t  co u ld  s a d d le  m u n ic ip a l i t ie s  with 
u n w a n te d  re s id e n t ia l  p r o p e r t y .

D e p e n d in g  on  how  long s o m e o n e  lives,  t h e  t a x e s  o w ed  on  a p r o p e r t y  co u ld  a m o u n t  to  m o r e  th a n  
t h e  p r o p e r t y  is ac tu a l ly  w o r th ,  le a d in g  t h e  m unic ipa li ty  to  t a k e  a lo ss  o r  ho ld  on  to  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
for fu tu re  sa le .  And, a t  a  t im e  w h e n  m a n y  m unic ip a l i t ie s  a r e  c la m o r in g  fo r  t h e  r e tu r n  of r e v e n u e  
s h a r in g  a n d  of fu n d s  to  o ff se t  t h e  s t a t e - m a n d a t e d  e x e m p t io n s ,  a d d in g  a  n e w  e x e m p t io n  m a y  p ro v e  
difficult.

"A nytim e th e y  e x p a n d  t h o s e  e x e m p t io n s ,  t h e y ' r e  a sk in g  o th e r  t a x p a y e r s  to  p a y  m o r e  a ls o ,"  Van 
S a n t  sa id .

Daily N ew s r e p o r te r  Rindi W hite  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  1 -9 0 7 -3 5 2 -G 7 0 9  o r  a t  w h i t e y  o d n .c o m .
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V a lu e  o f  la n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  r i s e
TAXES: A n e x e m p t i o n ,  if a p p r o v e d  in April,  c o u ld  s h a v e  u l f  10 p e r c e n t .

A N N E A U RA N D  
A n c h o r a g e  D a i ly  N e w s

S t a f f

P r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  a r e  u p  all o v e r  to w n ,  b u t  a  p ro p o s e d  p r o p e r t y  t a x  e x e m p t io n  cou ld  s a v e  m a n y  
h o m e o v  a e r s  fm m  stiff t a x  bill i n c re a s e s  th i s  y e a r .  T he  ta x a b le  v a l u e  of h o m e s  in A n c h o ra g e  ro se  
a n  a v e r a g e  of IE .8 p e r c e n t  for 2 0 0 5 ,  a c c o id in g  to  A s s so r  M arty  McGee, w h o  d is c u s s e d  p r o p e r t y  
v a l u e s  w ith  t h e  A ssem b ly  c n  Friday,

S ing le - fam ily  h o m e s  a v e r a g e d  $ 2 4 1 , 8 0 0  for 2 0 0 5 ,  an  11 p e rc e n t  c h a n g e  f ro m  las t  y e a r .

Of t h e  r e s id e n t ia l  a r e a s  In t h e  A n c h o ra g e  Bowl, d o w n to w n  a n d  M ounta in  View sa w  t h e  b ig g e s t  
j u m p s  in a s s e s s e d  v a l u e s :  a n  a v e r a g e  of 2 1 .5  p e rc e n t  a n d  17 .6  p e r c e n t  r e s p e c t iv e ly .

Historically, t h e s e  a r e a s  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e r v a lu e d ,  sa id  McGee, so  t h e  city fo c u s e d  o n  g e t t in g  a s  
m u c h  in fo rm a t io n  a s  p o ss ib le  a b o u t  s a l e s  p r i c e s  in t h e  a r e a .  A s s e s s e d  v a l u e s  a r e  b a s e d  largely  on 
c o m p a r a b le  p r o p e r t y  s a le s .

Also, in s p e c t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  i n a d e q u a te  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e ,  s a id  M cGee. F e w e r  a p p e a l s ,  re su l t in g  
from  a n  o v e rh a u l  of t h e  a p p e a l s  p ro c e s s ,  c o u p le d  with ad d it ion a l  s ta f f  o p e n e d  up  m o r e  t im e  for 
in s p e c t in g  p r o p e r t i e s  a n d  u p d a t in g  v a lu a t io n s  h e  said.

A p ro p o s e d  p r o p e r t y  ta x  e x e m p t io n  w o u ld  h a v e  off 10 p e r c e n t  of t h e  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e ,  u p  to  
$ 2 0 ,0 0 0 ,  of o w n e r -o c c u p ie d  h o m e s .  That cou ld  ac tually  lower m a n y  p e o p le ' s  t a x e s ,  sa id  Mayor Mark 
Begich . T he  e x e m p t io n  is s u b je c t  to  v o te r  a p p ro v a l  in April.

Actual t a x  bills will be  d e t e r m i n e d  a f t e r  ci ty  f in a n c e  officials c a lc u la te  t h e  mill r a t e  n e c e s s a r y  to  
s u p p o r t  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  city b u d g e t s  p a s s e d  by t h e  A ssem bly  la s t  fall.

Bcg-ch p a s s e d  o u t  a  lis t of A ssem b ly  m e m b e r s '  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  a t  th e ir  m e e t i n g  F n day .  
A s s e m b ly m a n  Ken S to u t ,  w h o s e  h o m e  on  3 4 th  A v en u e  is now  w o r th  $ 3 0 3 , 0 0 0 ,  sa id  with a  s m  lc 1 
w a n t  to  k n o w  w hy  m i n e  w e n t  up  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  m a y o r ' s 1*

S t o u t '1- p r o p e r t y  v a l u e  ro s e  19 p e rc e n t  B o g ich 's  h o m o  m  . o lq a te  Drive, w o r th  $ 3 1 5 , 1U0, w e n t  up  
10 p e r c e n t  th i s  y e a r  b u t  in c r e a s e d  33 p e r c e n t  la s t  y e a r

e, j  v e ry  n ice  fiuin, .. .• , lid. p o in t in g  tO ' v a l u e  M
re tu rn in g  t h e  sm ile .

Sau l d o w n to w n  A s s e m b ly m a n  AHan T e s c h e .  "Mr Mayor, while y o u ’re  m t h e  m o o d  to  b u y  ' 
l e s c h e ' s  h o m e  o n  G S t r e e t  is v.oitfi $ 4 0 9 ,1 0 0 ,  15 p e rc e n t  m o r e  t h a n  it w a s  a s s e s s* '  o t  las* >-*ar

S o u th  A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b ly w o m a n  Ja n ic e  S h a m b e r r j ' s  h o m e  on  McDonell R o ad  j u m p e d  only 10 
p e r c e n t  t o  $ 2 8 9 , 6 0 0



"I 'm  co m ing  in t h e  s lu m  c a te g o ry ,"  s h e  jo k e d .

W h en  th e  a s s e s s o r  i n d u J e s  t h e  v a l u e  of n e w  h o m e s  built la s t  y e a r ,  th e  o v era l l  a s s e s s e d  v a l u e  of 
t h e  c i ty 's  r e s id e n t ia l  p r o p e r t i e s  Is $ 1 5 .2  billion, a 14 p e r c e n t  j u m p  fro m  2 0 0 4  v a l u e s .

C o m m erc ia l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  including  n e w  co n s tru c t io n ,  to ta l  $ 6 .5  billion for 2 0 0 5 ,  a 16 p e r c e n t  
in c re a s e  fro m  20 0 4 .

M arket v a l u e s  in A n c h o ra g e ,  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  fou r  or five y e a rs ,  h a v e  c a u g h t  up  w ith  p r i c e s  in t h e  
Lower 4 8 ,  sa id  Niel T h o m a s ,  rea l  e s t a t e  a g e n t  a t  Coldwell B a n k e r  F o r tu n e .

O n e  r e a s o n  is t h a t  m o r e  p e o p le  a r e  m o v in g  h e r e  from  O u ts id e ,  c r e a t in g  a  d e m a n d  for h o m e s  t h a t  
s u r p a s s e s  t h e  r a t e  of n e w  c o n s t ru c t io n .

T he  c o s t  of m a te r i a l s  h a s  a lso  g o n e  up ,  T h o m a s  sa id ,  which m a k e s  n e w  b u ild in gs  m o r e  e x p e n s iv e .  
T h a t  c a u s e s  o th e r  h o m e s ,  w h ich  m a y  b e  a  co u p le  of y e a rs  old, to  i n c r e a s e  in p r ice  too ,  h e  sa id .

" I t 's  g o o d  n e w s  for t h e  p e o p le  w h o  w e re  f o r tu n a te  e n o u g h  to  buy  a t  t h e  r ig h t  t im e ,"  h e  sa id .  "W hat 
w e  really  h a v e  to  fa c e  is h o w  m a n y  u re  go ing  to find it h a rd  to  find a n y th in g  th e y  ca n  a ffo rd ."

Daily News r e p o r te r  A n n e  A u ra n d  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  o o u r a n d . j  a d n .c o m  o r  2 5 7 - 4 5 9 1 .
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HOUSE B IL L  NO. 394 INSURANCE P O LIC IE S  IN  FO R E IG N  LANGUAG ES

"A n  Act re la ting to allow ing insurance policies to be filed, approved, and delivered in languages other than 
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F ISCAL  NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2006 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

R evis ion  D a le /T im e  (N o le  if co rrec tion):_____________
Title Insurance Policies in Foreign Languages

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected^ 
RDU

1
CSHB 39^L&C) 
2/24/06

Commerce
Insurance (116)

Com ponent Insurance Operations
Sponsor
Requestor

Meyer
Labor & Comm erce

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s

Com ponen t No. 354

( T h o u s a n d s  of Dollars)_______
Note: Amounts do not include inflation un less otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants S  Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Tvpo-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im ate  o f  an y  c u r re n t  y e a r  (FY2006) c o s t :  0 0______
Mark th is  box  (X) if fun d in g  for th is  bill is Inc luded  in the  G overn o r 's  FY 2007 b u d g e t  p ro p o sa l :  

POSITIONS
Full time 
Part-time 
Temporary

ANALYSIS: tAUjcti a s o p j ip Io  paw it r.vcossory)

This leg is la tion  a l lo w s  in s u r a n c e  po l ic ies  to Lu filed, a p p ro v e d  a n d  d e l iv e re d  in l a n g u a g e s  o th e r  th a n  English  
if a n  official E n g l ish  l a n g u a g e  v e rs io n  is a l s o  p ro v id ed .  It d o e s  no t  im p a c t  th e  o p e ra t io n s  of t h e  division

Prepare!1 by. Linda S Hall, Director__________________________________________________ Phonu 007 2C9 7900
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Agency Ccmrrorco. Community, and Economic Development____________
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
Representative Kevin Meyer

Sponsor:
Current Version: 
Contact:
Date:

Representative M eyer 
B lank CS HB 394 24 -LS I506 \A  
M ike  Paw low ski 465-2S12 
February 21, 2006

Committee Substitute Comparison Sheet for House Bill 394__________________

Short Title:

"Insurance Policies in Foreign Languages.”

S um m a ry :

>  CSHB 394 a llow s the D irec to r o f the D iv is ion  o f  Insurance to approve a 
po licy  form  filed  in another language i f  an English version is provided and 
made the o ffic ia l version, a llows an insurance com pany lo  provide po licy 
forms and associated materials in another language i f  an English version is 
provided and made the o ffic ia l version, prohib its an insurance company 
from  misrepresenting in form ation in another language and defines 
"associated m ateria l."

Changes in  b la n k  C SH B 394:

1.) General changes:
a. Changed “ insurance po licy  o r fo rm " to "insurance p o lic y  fo rm " 

which is a term o f  art.
b. Changed "fo re ign  language”  to “ non-E ng lish" fo r  c la rity .

2.) To section 1 (a):
a. Deleted "associated materials" from  (a) because the D iv is ion  o f 

Insurance does not need lo  review "associated m ateria ls."
h. Deleted "A n  insurer may file  and" to remove the reference to an 

insurance com pany because they are already a llow ed to file .
3.) To section I (h):

a. Added disclosures (1) (.2) from  (a) since "associated m aterials" is
included in (b ) and not in (a).

4 .) To section I (c):
a. Removed the reference to AS 2 1.90.020 and made misrepresentation 

a blanket p roh ib ition  so that it fa lls under the general provisions o f 
AS 21.90.020 and other relevant statutes.

5.) New section I (d>:
a. Added a de fin ition  o f  "associated m ateria l."



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e v i n  M e y e r

HOUSE DISTRICT 30

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

HB 394

“An A c t re la tin g  to  a p p ro va l o f  insu rance  p o lic y  fo rm s  o r  assoc ia ted  
m ate ria ls  in  fo re ign  languages and  p ro v id in g  th a t the E n g lish  vers ion  o f  

p o lic y  fo rm s  o r  a sso c ia te d  m a te ria ls  is  the  o ff ic ia l ve rs ion  i f  certa in
c o n d itio n s  are m e t."

C urrently there is no law stating how insurance polic ies and associated materials 
provided in foreign languages w ould  be interpreted -  in English or in the foreign 
language. W ithout a clear law. insurers are reluctant to provide in form ation  and conduct 
business in foreign tongues. W ith  a clear foreign language law. insurers w il l be able lo 
con fiden tly  provide foreign language speakers w ith  in form ation  regarding essential 
insurance products. I IB 394 provides that insurance polic ies and associated materials be 
construed in English version so long as an English version was provided w ith  the foreign 
language materials and proper disclosure is made.

I his law  henelils both consumers and the insurance business. According to the 
last census, more than SO.000 Alaskans speak a language other than English at home.
O ur increasingly diverse population needs proper in fo rm ation  to  secure the ir personal and 
business insurance needs. I IB 394 w ill a llow  foreign language speaking consumers to 
secure in form ation  so they can better understand and thus can make better insurance 
decisions. Eor the insurance industry. I IB 394 is like ly  to lead to increased penetration in 
em erging markets.

I IB 394 is supported by the D iv is ion  o f Insurance and the Alaska State Chamber 
ol ( ommerce.

I m a i l :  K f | i n  .I'llt.iliW lu \ (M  M i V I  .' I' tH* il w> •  l u l l  I T r r l  (Mill)  -IIIV 4*11 •
Srtiliini si ili I ,i|H|ii|, Itifit .111 M,i*l.  ■ I II . . I i l l . i ... f i n r » u . u : . .

Ililrrimi VII. VV III! Am Viii lim.ivir. M.iO .i *M»Mi| ' I I I • I'litro. (llll'l .'•i'» *l»H‘i | ,ix (UII7) Vli'l <111*7



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e v i n  M e y e r

H O U S E  D I S T R I C T  3 0

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: February 15,2006

TO: Rep resell tali ve Kevin Meyer

FROM: Mike I’aulowski

RE: Sectional Analysis for 11H 394
(Version No. 24 -  LS1506\A)

As a p re lim ina ry  matter, note that a sectional summary o f  a b ill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation o f  the b ill and the b ill itse ll is the best statement o f its 
contents. I f  you w ou ld  like an interpretation o f the b ill as it may apply to a particular set 
o f circumstances, please advise.

Section I. Adds a new section to AS 21.42 a llow ing  an insurer to file  and the d irector to 
approve an insurance po licy  in a language other than English w ith  certain conditions and 
specifies penalties fo r know ing ly  misrepresenting in form ation  in a translation.

I in.ill |(i | ■ ii . in i  Sc Me >*i I Icr.M *l4 lr j 1* i i * •  lu ll I rri': (Slcll) l i \  i ' l l ’,
Sm*Iiii|! a,ilr * .i|ii.,il, Jimm .ui, U.iA.i fl'IVM 11V* • I'lmili (IM>7)-IHS I" I > I n  |U07| IKS .1 l*tc 

I in t r i in: 7*11 U till ,\*r , A Hi Iiiiiji!!-, ,\l.i*l.i 'lllilll -t.Vt • I'lliilii- (MII7) -lilMU'I'l 1.1 ■ (‘Jll7| .'iWOl'ir



Census 2000 PHC-T-37. Ability to Speak Englislt by Language Spoken at Homo: 2000

Table 3a. Alaska -  Ability to Speak English by Language Spoken at Homo for the Population 5 Years and Over: 2000

n s.imnlo Fur ml<unu.l,.n on coMti.lonl.iUity motccl.on. *.imi>l,nn enor. noM.impt,ng o»or. ami rtcMMions. non http H * n t  c.onr.ur. ■,ov/p,oO,con2000/(lnas'3 pitij_(Oat.i b.ir.ivt on 

Lannungo spoken at homo

Population 5 years and over
Speak only English

Speak language other than English 

Spanish or Spanish Creole

Other Indo-European languages
French (incl. Patois, Cajun)
French Creole 
Italian
Portuguese or Portuguese Creole
German
Yiddish
Other West Germanic languages
Scandinavian languages
Greok
Russian
Polish
Serbo-Croatian
O 'her Slavic languages
Armenian
Persian
Gujiirathl
Hindi
Urdu
Olher Indie languages 
Other Indo-European languages

Asian and Pacific Island languages
Chinese
Japanese
Korean
Mon-Khntcf, Cambodian
Mmo. Hmong
Thai
Laotian
Vietnamese
Other Asian languages
Tagalog
Other Pacific Island tar juagcs

Other languages
Navajo
Other Native North American languages
Hungarian
Arabic
Hebrew
African languages
Other and unspecified languages

Total
Sjteak English 

"very well"
Speak English 

"well"
Speak English 

"not well"
Speak English 

"not at all"
Number Number Percent Number Percenl Numbm Percent Number Percent

57? 740 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)
496,980 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

82,755 51,915 62.7 19,975 24.1 9,325 11.3 1,540 1.9

16,670 10,875 65.2 3,245 19.5 2,090 12.5 460 2.8

12,809 9,170 71.6 2,212 17.3 1,236 9.6 191 1.5
2,195 1,640 74.7 280 12.8 275 12.5 0 0.0

64 50 78.1 4 6.3 10 15.6 0 0.0
515 385 74.8 115 22.3 15 2.9 0 0.0
185 160 86.5 25 13.5 0 0.0 0 0.0

3,575 2.915 81.5 420 11.8 230 6.4 10 0.3
45 30 66.7 0 0.0 15 33.3 0 0.0

273 265 97.1 4 1.5 4 1.5 0 0.0
699 570 81.6 75 10.7 50 7.2 4 0.6
124 105 84.7 4 3.2 15 12.1 0 0.0

2,950 1,750 59.3 705 23.9 360 12.2 135 4.6
495 270 54.6 200 40.4 15 3.0 10 2.0
260 170 65.4 50 19.2 40 15.4 0 0.0
500 215 43.0 115 23.0 150 30.0 20 4 0

30 20 66.7 10 33.3 0 0.0 0 0.0
90 80 88 9 10 11.1 0 0 0 0 0.0

0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
78 60 76.9 10 12.8 4 5.1 4 5.1

104 90 86.5 10 9.6 •* 3.9 0 O.C
153 60 39.2 85 55.6 4 2.6 4 2 6
474 335 70.7 90 19.0 45 9.5 4 0.8

22,185 10,525 47 4 7,310 33 0 3,740 16.6 610 2 7
1,290 630 46 8 470 36.4 165 12.8 25 1 9
1.390 905 65.1 375 27 0 110 7.9 0 0.0
4.370 1.575 36.0 1,375 31 5 1.110 254 310 7.1

125 50 40.0 30 24 0 45 30 0 0 0 0
455 100 22.0 180 39.6 150 330 25 5 5
745 365 49.0 185 24 8 180 24 2 15 2.0

1.135 450 39.7 305 26.9 290 25 6 90 7.9
755 295 39 1 280 37.1 180 23 8 0 0.0
395 210 53 2 90 22 8 65 16 5 30 7 6

8,935 4,325 48 4 3.355 37 6 1,165 130 90 1 0
2.590 1,620 6 2 6 CG5 25 7 280 10.8 25 1 0

31,050 21,340 68 7 7.195 23 2 2,233 7.2 290 0 9
45 45 100.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

30.120 20,615 68 4 7,040 23 4 2,175 7 2 290 1 0
80 55 68 B 15 18 8 10 12 5 0 0 0

190 140 73 7 25 132 25 13 2 0 0 0
220 160 72 7 45 20 5 15 6 8 0 0 0
■J24 175 78 1 45 20.1 4 1 8 0 TO
179 150 83 8 25 14 0 4 2 2 0 10

n  'i.r.ivi-
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F
C O M M E R C E
C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

___________________________ D IV IS IO N  O F  IN S U R A N C E

[■'rank II. Murkawski, Governor

M arch 2, 2006
V IA  H A N D  D E L IV E R Y

The Honorable K ev in  M eyer 
House o f  Reprcsenlatives 
State C apito l, Room 515 
Juneau, A K  99801

Dear Representative M eyer:

As I to ld  the House Finance Com m ittee s ta ff earlier this week, I regret mat I am unable to 
attend Thursday’s hearing regarding H B 394 because I w i l l  be traveling.

Before I le ft, however, I wanted express to you the D iv is ion  o f  Insurance’s support fo r 
the b il l as it  was amended in the Labor and Commerce Committee. The b ill protects 
consumers whose firs t language is not English, by a llow ing  insurance companies to 
provide them w ith  im portant in form ation  in  theii native language, i f  they make the 
decision to do so.

We appreciate your sponsorship o f  this b ill.  I w il l be out o f  tow n through next week, but 
can be reached at (907) 723-5684 i f  you or any com m ittee member has any questions.

(je ffcry  1). T routt 
Deputy D irecto r

JDT/go4S64
030206a
cc: L inda S. H all, D irector

I'.O I Ida 110805, Juneau, A laska 99K11-0.805 
Telephone: (907) 465-2515 l ax: (907) 465-5422 Text telephone. (907) 465-5437 

I.mail, insurance s commerce.slate ak us Website: Imp: isssss commcice.sIale .ik u v i isurance







DATE: 4/5/06 FURTHER:

DATE TURNED n < ~  ~  n  r 
IN TO OFFICE: c Z ' f l p r . l  Z -0 0 ^

Finance Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 394(L&C) am

HB 394 INSURANCE POLICIES IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T A PR  2 2 2006
SENATE ilNANCE COMMITTEE

REPORTED OUT

"An Act relating to allowing insurance policy forms to be filed and approved in languages other than English if 
an official English language version is also filed, and authorizing use of insurance policy forms and 
associated materials in languages other than English."

and recommends:

] be replaced with 

] adopt previous _
] attached amendment(s)

] adopt Letter of Intent by 

] further referral to ______

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):

CS
CS

Committee

CS Senate Bill:
[ ] Same Title 
[ j New Title

SCS House Bill:
[ ] Same Title 
[ j Technical Title 

Change 
[ ] Now Title w/ 

SCR #_____
Committee 

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):
• D e p a r t m e n t D a t e F i s c a l Ind. Z e r o F N #

[ ] A PPR O PRIA T IO N  • n o  f is ca l  n o to

D e p a r t m e n t D a te F i s c a l Ind. Z e r o f n .; 1

C C j C E L O Y l \ d o * 1

1

j SIGNATURES A,ND RECOMMENDATIONS: Do
P a s s

Do Not 
P a s s

No REC A m e n d

f  } } J $  f t  ^

d /  «****"*'' ^ L ^

c o •nJ
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FISCAL NOTE A P R  2 2 2006
SENATE FINANCE COfiHIIJEE

S T A T E  ( ) I r A L A S K A
2006 I .E C I IS I .A T IV E  S E S S IO N

R evis ion  D a te /T im e  (N ote  if correction): 
Title Insurance Policies in Foreitin Languages

Fiscal Note Number: 
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Dept Affected. 
'RDU

1
CSHB 394(L&C)
2/24/06

Commerce
Insurance (116)

Sponsor
Requester

Meyer
Component Insurance Operations

Labor & Commerce

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s

Component No. 354

( T h o u s a n d s  of D ollars)_______
Note: Amounts do  not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Sliuc'.ures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( 1

FUND SOURCE (Ttr: wands ol Dollars)
ILL)2 Federal Receipts
1UL3 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 OF,Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Hea th
Other (Speedy Tvi»j-D o is t atitxnvialoi

TOTAL 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 O.u

Estim ate  of an y  c u r re n t  ye.ir (FY200G) cost: 0 0
Mark th is  box  (X) if fun d in g  for this hill is inc luded  in the  G o v e rn o r 's  FY 2007 b u d g e t  p ro p o sa l :

POSITIONS
F U'l-t'UT
P.i'T-Lmo
Tt iii; ur.uv

ANALYSIS: . > • -.e/v.iV ,•., ;■ 1 i ,i »

I lu s  leqislati  .n  a l lo w s  in s u r a n c e  p o l i t ie s  lu h e  filed a p p ro v e d  a n d  d e l iv e re d  in l a n g u a g e s  o ther  th a n  English  
if .in official E n g l ish  l a n g u a g e  ve rs  a n  is als i > provide .)  It d o e s  no t  im pact lh e  o p e r a t io n s  of the  division

Prepared  by I "iii.i L*. Hall [Tiroclnr
D.visipn Insurance
Aj>jti1.1 j t,y 
A||t'MCv

Plume 9u7 269 7900

•Vil .mi C Null L i um i1 it t
Date Time ? . s p in .  5 sfl PM 

Date 2/2V200G
CuniMiurLi* CuiMM'u11 tv. a'i J t renniti <•; n-,t | "rumt

COMMITTEE COPY
P.n ju  1 of 1

11292881



S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

H B  394

"A n  A c t re la tin g  to  a p p ro va l o f  insu ran ce  p o lic y  fo rm s  o r  asso c ia te d  
m a te ria ls  in  fo re ig n  languages and  p ro v id in g  th a t the E ng lish  ve rs ion  o f  

p o lic y  fo rm s  o r  a sso c ia te d  m a te ria ls  is  the o ff ic ia l ve rs ion  i f  ce rta in
c o n d itio n s  are m et. ”

C urren tly  there is no law stating how insurance polic ies and associated materials 
provided in foreign languages w ould he interpreted -  in English o r in the foreign 
language. W ithout a clear law, insurers arc reluctant to provide in form ation  and conduct 
business in  foreign tongues. W ith  a clear foreign language law, insurers w ill be able to 
con fiden tly  provide foreign language speakers w ith in form ation  regarding .. .sential 
insurance products. 1113 394 provides that insurance polic ies and associated materials be 
construed in English version so long as an English version was provided w ith the foreign 
language materials and proper disclosure is made.

Th is  law  benefits both consumers and the insurance business. A ccord ing  to the 
last census, more than 80.000 Alaskans speak a language other than English at home.
O ur increasingly diverse population needs proper in fo rm ation  to secure the ir personal and 
business insurance needs, 1113 394 w il l a llow  foreign language speaking consumers to 
secure in fo rm ation  so they can better understand and thus can make better insurance 
decisions. For the insurance industry, 1113 394 is like ly  to lead to increased penetration in 
em erging markets.

1113 394 is supported by the D iv is ion  o f  Insurance and the Alaska State Chamber 
o f  Commerce.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e v i n  M e y e r

H O U S E  D I S T R I C T  3 0

I n u l l  til p i t  -,1 I i t j l l i !  he Ml. Ml M I li I'lt M.ili .ik II-. • ' l u l l  I r t ' r .  I Mil'l I n .  I 'M '
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e v i n  M e y e r

H O U S E  D I S T R I C T  3 0

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: February 15, 2006

TO: Representative Kevin Meyer

F R O M : M ik e  P aw low ski

R E : Sectional A na lys is  fo r  I IB  394
(Version No. 24 -  LS1506\A)

As a p re lim ina ry  matter, note that a sectional summary o f a b ill should not be considered 
an authorita tive  interpretation o f the b ill and the b ill itse lf is the best statement o f its 
contents, I f  you w ould like  an interpretation o f the b ill as it may apply to a particular set 
o f circumstances, please advise.

S e c t  ion I. Adds a new section lo  AS 21.42 a llow ing  an insurer to  f ile  and the director to 
approve an insurance po licy  in a language other than English w ith certain conditions and 
specifics penalties fo r know ing ly  misrepresenting in form ation  in a translation.

i.muil: Nrun Me\m/ li (lis M.iir A.us • liill I'tcet (Siiii) H>S
Session; Suite C.i|ii|o|, Iniie.m. .M.isl.j HIIMII IJS:> • I’I   < *M*7) ItiV III IS In\: (!>|I7) •Hi.'', ,1 |7<i

Inlerim; “Hi U till Ave , Amlmi.n., Al.isU MISHI lU.tt • rimne: I<107) iMi'Mllilll I ,i\ (0071 _M,!i HI‘17



Sponsor:
Current Version: 
Contact:
Date:

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
Representative Kev in  Meyer

Representative M eyer 
CS MB 394 (L & C ) 24-LS J506W .A  
M ike  Paw lowski 465-2812 
M arch 15, 2006

Committee Substitute Comparison Sheet for House Bill 394_________________

Short Title:

"Insurance Policies in Foreign Languages."

S u m m a ry :

'r- CSHB 394 (L & C ) allows the D irecto r o f  the D iv is io n  o f Insurance to 
approve a po licy  form  filed  in another language i f  an English version is 
provided and made the o ffic ia l version, a llows an insurance company to 
provide po licy  forms and associated materials in another language i f  an 
English version is provided and made the o ffic ia l version, prohib its an 
insurance company from  misrepresenting in form ation  in another language 
and defines "associated material.”

Changes in  C S H B  394 (L & C )  A m .:

• Deleted "k n o w in g ly "  on page 2 line 6.
• Inserted de fin ition  o f  “ misrepresent in fo rm a tion " taken from  AS 21.36.030.



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
Representative Kevin Meyer

Sponsor: Representative M eyer
Current Version: B lank CS 1113 394 24-LS1506\A
Contact: M ike  Paw low ski 465-2S12
Dale: February 21, 2006

Committee Substitute Comparison Sheet for House Hill 394__________________

S h o r t  T itle :

"Insurance Policies in Foreign Languages."

S u m m a ry :

>  CSI IB 394 a llow s the D irecto r o f the D iv is ion  o f  Insurance to approve a 
po licy  form  filed  in another language i f  an English version is provided and 
made the o ff ic ia l version, a llows an insurance company to provide po licy  
form s and associated materials in another language i f  an English version is 
provided and made the o ffic ia l version, p roh ib its  an insurance company 
from  misrepresenting in form ation in another language and defines 
“ associated m ateria l."

Changes in  b la n k  CSI1B 394:

1.) General changes:
a, Changed "insurance po licy  o r fo rm " to “ insurance po licy  fo rm " 

which is a term o f art.
h. Changed “ foreign language”  to “ non-English" fo r c la rity .

2.) To section I (a):
a. Deleted “ associated materials" from  (a) because the D iv is ion  o f 

Insurance does not need to review  “ associated m ateria ls."
b. Deleted "A n  insurer may f ile  and" to remove the reference to an 

insurance company because they arc already a llow ed to tile.
3.) To section I (b):

a. Added disclosures (1) iV (2) from (a) since "associated m ateria ls" is 
included in (b) and not in (a).

4.) T o  section 1 (c):
a. Removed the reference to AS 21.90,020 and made misrepresentation 

a blanket p roh ib ition  so that it fa lls under the general provisions o f 
AS 21.90.020 and other relevant statutes,

5.) New section I (d):
a. Added a de fin ition  o f “ associated material "



Census 2000 PHC-T-37. Ability lo Speak English by Language Spoken at Home: 2000
Table 3a. Alaska •• Ability to Speak English by Language Spoken at Home for the Population 5 Years and Over: 2000

Language spoken at homo

)fo;BCiion,

Total

uiiui, iiuiianiMP" "
Speak English 

“very well”
Speak English 

“well"
Speak English 

"not well"
Speak English 

"not at all"

'lumber Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number 1 Percent

579.740 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)
495,980 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

82,755 51,915 62,7 19,975 24.1 9,325 11.3 1,540 1.9

10,670 10,875 65.2 3,245 19.5 2,090 12.5 460 2.8

12,809 9,17c 71.6 2,212 17.3 1,236 9.6 191 1.5
2,195 1,640 74.7 280 12.8 275 12.5 0 0.0

64 50 78.1 4 6.3 10 15.6 0 0.0
515 385 74.0 115 22.3 15 2.9 0 0.0
185 160 86.5 25 13.5 0 0.0 0 0.0

3,575 2,915 81.5 420 11.8 230 6.4 10 0.3
45 30 66.7 0 0.0 15 33.3 0 0.0

273 265 97.1 4 1.5 4 1.5 0 0.0
699 570 81.6 75 10.7 50 7.2 4 0.6
124 105 84.7 4 3.2 15 12.1 0 0.0

2,950 1,750 59.3 705 23.9 360 12.2 135 4.6
495 270 54.6 200 40.4 15 3.0 10 2,0
260 170 65.4 50 19.2 40 15.4 0 0.0
500 215 43.0 115 23 0 150 30.0 20 4.0

30 20 66.7 10 33.3 0 0.0 0 0 0
90 80 88.9 10 11.1 0 0.0 0 0.0

0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0 0
78 60 76.9 10 12.0 4 5.1 4 5 1

104 90 86 5 10 9.6 4 3.9 0 0,0
153 GO 39.2 85 55,6 4 2 6 4 2.6
474 335 70.7 90 19.0 45 9.5 4 0.8

22,185 10,525 47.4 7,310 330 3.740 166 610 2.7
1,290 630 48,8 47C 36 4 165 128 25 19
1,390 905 65.1 375 27.C 110 7.9 0 0 0
4.370 1,575 36.0 1,375 31.5 1,110 25.4 310 7.1

125 50 40.0 30 24 0 45 36.0 0 0.0
455 100 22.0 160 39 6 150 33.0 25 5 5
745 365 49.0 185 24.8 180 24.2 15 2 0

1,135 450 39.7 305 26.9 290 256 90 7.9
755 295 39.1 280 37.1 180 23 8 0 0 0
395 210 532 90 22 8 G5 16 5 30 7 6

8,935 4,325 494 3,355 37.6 1.165 130 00 1 0
2.590 1,620 62.6 GG5 25.7 280 10,8 25 1 0

31,058 21,340 C8.7 7,195 23 2 2,233 7 2 290 0 9
45 45 100 0 0 0,0 0 0.0 0 0 0

30,120 20.615 68 4 7,040 23 4 2,175 7 2 290 1 0
(10 55 68 8 15 18 8 10 12 5 0 0 0

190 140 73 7 25 13 2 25 132 0 0 0
220 ICO 72 7 45 20 5 15 6 8 0 0 0
224 175 78 1 45 20 1 4 1 8 0 0 0
179 150 831 25 14 0 4 n *. » 0 1)0

Population 5 years and over
Speak only English

Speak language other than English 

Spanish or Spanish Creole

Other l. ido-t 'iropcan languages
Frerch (incl. pjtois, Cajun)
French Creole 
Italian
Portuguese or Portuguese Creole
German
Yiddish
Other West Germanic languages
Scandinavian languages
Greek
Russian
Polish
Serbo-Croatian
Other Slavic languages
Armenian
Persian
Gujarathi
Hindi
Urdu
Other Indie languages 
Olhor Indo-European languages

Asian and Pacific Island languages
Chinese
Japanese
Korean
Won-Khmor, Cambodian
Miao, Hmong
Thai
Laotian
Vietnamese
Other Asmn languages
Tagaiog
Other Pacific Island languages

Ottier languages
Navajo
Oth'-r Native North American languages
Mtii.jjnriijn
Arabc
Hebrew
African languages
Other and unspecified languages

US ÔritCU, Cf
WcU' tiao D.i*c O.l



D E P A R T M E N T  O T
C O M M E R C E
C O M M U N I T Y  AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

___________________________ D IV IS IO N  O F  IN S U R A N C E

Frank 11. Murkowski, Governor

March 2, 2006
V IA  H A N D  D E L IV E R Y

The Honorable K ev in  M eyer 
House o f  Representatives 
State C apito l, Room 515 
Juneau, A K  99801

Dear Representative M eyer:

As I to ld  the House Finance Com m ittee s ta ff earlier this week, I regret that I am unable to 
attend Thursday’s hearing regarding H B  394 because I w il l be traveling.

Before I le ft, however, I wanted express to you the D iv is ion  o f  Insurance’s support fo r 
the b il l as it was amended in the Labor and Commerce Committee. The b il l protects 
consumers whose firs t language is not English, by a llo w in j insurance companies to 
provide them w ith  im portant in form ation  in their native language, i f  they make the 
decision to do so.

We appreciate your sponsorship o f  this b ill. I w il l be out o f  tow n through next week, but 
can be reached it (907) 723-5684 i f  you o r any com m ittee m ember has any questions.

ye ffe ry  D. T routt 
Deputy D irector

JD T go4864 
030206a
cc: L inda S. H u ll, D irector

PO Mux I lUXtts, JuiiiMU, Alaska'JUKI |.(mt)5 
Telephone ('»();»465-2515 E.n U.s- cj: :  IVm Telephone (W T H M -.V r 

I mail insurance )! commerce Mate uk us Website hup vs u vs.commerce stale ak.i'' insurance



DATE: 3/15/06 FURTHER:

DATE TURNE 
IN TO OFFICE:

Labor and Commerce Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 394(L&C) am

HB 394 INSURANCE POLICIES IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

"An Act relating to allowing insurance policy forms to be filed and approved in languages other than English if 
an official English language version is also filed, and authorizing use of insurance policy forms and 
associated materials in languages other than English."

S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

and recommends:

] be replaced with 

] adopt p revious _

C S

C S

] attached amendment(s)

] adopt Letter of Intent by 

] further referral to  _____

N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E ( S ) :

I Department Date Fiscal Indet. Zero FN#

Committee

Committee

C S  S e n a t e  Bill:
[ ] Same Title 
[ j Now Title

S C S  H o u s e  B ill:
( ] Same Title 
j ] Technical Title 

Change 
[ ] Now Title w/ 

SCR #

P R E V I O U S  F I S C r .L  N O T E ( S ) :

Department Date Fiscal Indet. Zero F N # |

V Y .E T > i \ / I

] APPROPRIATION - n o  f is ca l  n o to

DO
Pass

Do Not 
Pass

No Rec A mend

a .
S I G N A T U R E S  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :







I O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O ’  ’

(11)
D a te  R e fe r re d  lo  C o m m itte e : F e b ru a ry  8 ,2 0 0 6  F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :

Date o f Committee A ction : 2

The F IN AN C E Committee considered: 11B 395

HOUSE R IL L  NO. 395 F IR E  SEASON START DATE

"A n  Act extending the period o f the lire  season."

JRecommends it be replaced w ith  [ ] I ICS or i v / | c s r or H E >  3 S 5 ~ ___________________ ( ^ J __
For Senate Hills with new title: /  ] Technical Title /  /  New Title: IICR________  I | Same Title f«^fNe>v Title

[ ] attach amendments
| ] add new referral t o ______________Com m ittee
I 1 Le tte r o f  Intent_____________Com m ittee

IJu of Abbrev forllepts.:
ADM
na>
COR
CRT
ran 
m e  
Die 
cox 
nss 
11:<; 
I..WV 
l.WI 
MVA 
DNR 
DI*S 
ri:v

MiW F IS C A L  N O T E S PRE VI0US F I S CA L  N O TES
ASSICficJ hv Lhid c icrk s uiiicc l.ist hv l)i'Dl(s): 1 I NK 1 Fiscal 1 Iiidil. 1 Zero

I.isl l)v Di-ptisi: 1 M;N# 1 isiiil IncJt'l. | Zero

/
1/

DOT
IV  1-----------------------

Sii»fiini» \ ' i t l i  recom m enda tions Printed l.;ts| N.mtc
l)l» DM* NR AM

L ls~' Z -

/
r c u i( , .J L ~ W X

/ 1 ■
Ia)*a bnxiich.-------------v uy^M fcucw y

I-A^TcZ X
t

^ J - S r r f i f̂£)/ ni
f / I '  ^ N  ■'II' ! v /

\  \ 1
......... / y ^ ' - L r ' ^  /

‘  " ‘" r! ^ (  /l t '  K /̂l U (



F ISC A L  NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Nolo Number.

20 0 6  L E G I S L A T IV E  S E S S IO N  Bill Version: CSHB 395 (fTn J
() Publish Dale: ________________

Revision D ale/Time (Note if correction):___________________________ Dept. Affected: Natural R e so u rces
Title An Act Extending lhe Period ol lhe Fire S e a s o n  RDU S ta tew ide  Fire S u p p ress io n
___________________________________________________________________ C om po nen t  Fire S u p p re s s io n  Program
S p o n so r  Olson_____________________________________________ ______________________________________________
R e q u e s te r  HFC______________________________________________ C o m po nen t  No. 27 05

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s _______________________________________( T h o u s a n d s  of D o lla rs )
Note: A m ounls  do  not include inflation u n le s s  otherwise no ted  below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 20 10 FY 2011 FY 2012
P erson a l  Services
T rave!
Contractual
Supplies
Equipm ent
Land & Structu res
G rants  S Claims
M iscellaneous 1

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SO U R CE____________________________________________________ (T h o u san d s  of Dollars)
1002 Federa l  R eceip ts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 G F/Program  R ece ip ts  
1037 GF/Menlal Health
C'thor (Speedy Type--Do not atbre/iate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a te  o l  an y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY2006) c o s t :  0 .0
C h e c k  th i s  bo x  (X) if fu n d in g  for th i s  bill is  in c lu d e d  in th e  G o v e rn o r 's  FY 2007 b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l :  

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Tem porary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate -atjo it necvsstV)')

P ro p o ro d b y .  H o u se  F inance  C«- miltoe___________  P h o n o  405-40 45  4o5 3779

Rep. Kc-vm Movor. Co-Chftir Dalo 12 /2003

Hep. M ki■ Chfrnmill. Co-Chiur

P a rjo  1 o! T
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3 I B u llo ck
D  3/2/06I

CS FO R  H O U S E  B IL L  N O . 395( )

IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F T H E  S T A T E  O F A L A S K A  

T W E N T Y -F O U R T H  L E G IS LA T U R E  - SEC O N D  SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Spousor(s): REPRESENTATIVES OLSON. Hawker, Seaton, Duhlstrom, LeI)ou\, Oruenherf', Foster

A B IL L  

FO R  A N  A C T  E N T IT L E D  

" A n  A c t e x te n d ing  the p e rio d  o f  the l i r e  season; and  p ro v id in g  fo r  an e ffective  d a te ."

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  Section I.  AS  41.15.050 is amended u> read:

See. 41.15.050. F ire  season. The period from  A p r i l  |M A Y | I to A n tius t 31 

(SEPTEM BER  30J, inclusive, o f  each year is designated the lire  season. The 

com m issioner may designate other periods as lire  season. The com m issioner may 

procla im  an additional period fo r a ll or any portion o f  the state when weather o r other 

cond itions requite action to r the protection o f  forested land. 1 he com m issioner may 

also, during  the fire  season, proh ib it, o r allow on ly by perm it, the setting o f fires, 

sm oking, entry, or other use on the land, when, in the judgment o f  the commissioner, 

the ac tiv ities  w ould unduly increase the lire  danger

* See. 2. Th is  Act lakes effect im m ediatelv under AS 01 It)070 (e ).

• I*
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