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t h e  r e g io n a l  E M S  o f f i c e s  w i t h  t h e i r  p r o v e n  t r a c k  r e c o r d . . .  

a n d  t h e  d e m o n s t r a b le  im p a c t  t h e y  h a v e  h a d  o n  A l a s k a ’ s 

c it iz e n s .

M o s t  o f  t h e  p e o p le  p r o v i d i n g  E M S  in  A l a s k a  a r e  

v o lu n t e e r s .  E a c h  o f  u s  d o n a te s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  h o u r s  o f  o u r  

p r e c io u s  p e r s o n a l  l i v e s  t o  h e lp  c a r e  f o r  o u r  n e i g h b o r s  i n  

t im e s  o f  c r i s i s .  P le a s e  g i v e  u s  th e  t o o l s  a n d  th e  

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  s o .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  c o n s id e r a t io n .  I ’ d  b e  h a p p y  t o  

t r y  t o  a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t io n s .



A p r il  6 , 200 6

Co-Chairs Senator Wilken. Senator Greene, and members o f Senate Finance.

Thank you for this opportunity to submit written comments on I1B365, the state operating budget.

I’m Luke I lopkins. FNSB assembly member. I am not able to testify before you at today’s 
designated time from Fairbanks because o f our FNSB assembly work session, where we will be 
receiving the proposed operating school budget and borough budget forFY 07. But it is a fitting 
time lo submit written comments to you on the proposed state’s operating budget.

I hope that as the legislative budget process continues, all o f you will seriously consider funding a 
sustainable community dividend program that will provide property tax relief to our borough 
residents. Along with revenue sharing, the lack o f  a clear PFRS/TRS funding mechanism moving 
forward are examples o f fiscal issues that the state can greatly assist our communities with, 
especially with the level o f  slate revenue surplus currently. State providing sustainable funds for 
local fiscal relief is can help to offset the need to reduce important local services.

If the funding level for the 1 luman Service Community matching grants remains at the current 
level (adjusted only for population increases), I am concerned that our community will have 
another year o f not being able to provide for the measured human service need we have. 
Remember because our borough does not have social service powers we cannot increase our 
funding level beyond the local match. Our Assembly is ready to provide the budgetary increase to 
match the state pass through grant. Please allow our social service providers to realize a 19 to 1 
return on the state’s investment - a sound fiscal policy plus a reduction in costs the state would 
have lo provide in agency funded care. Over half the population o f  this slate is represented by the 
request for additional funding .is seen boi n the Governor's request and with extensive public 
testimony before this legislature.

I also ask that you reinstate funds for public broadcasting. Our local station broadcasts our local 
assembly meeting throughout our borough serving a vital public service that keeps people 
informed o f  our local government actions as they happen. This is seen at almost every meeting 
when citizens take advantage hearing an action over the radio and then arrive before us to offer us 
public opinion.

Important to our community is the funding levels for the Court system. Please maintain the 
current funding lor the additional staff positions to reduce ease loads in our 4"' judicial district. 
This years’ funding is a critical piece in our continuing effort to fight the effects o f alcohol related 
tragedies that have been causing such harm to families either as DUI fatalities or the 
consequences o f domestic violence that alcohol brings in our communities and on our roads,

I ask that you reinstate the funding for UA to the level that was supported in the House. The 
university’s continued ability to provide traini ig for the highly technical jobs both the state and 
out borough need is critical lo our economic development opportunities all o f  us want. And 
they're doing that, let’s not cut them out o f these tasks.



Co-Chairs Senalor Wilken, Senator Greene, and members of Senate Finance.

Thank yon for this opportunity to submit written comments 0 111IB365, the stale operating budget.

I'm Luke I Iopkins, FNSB assembly member. I am not able to testify before you at today's 
designated ti.nc from Fairbanks because of our FNSB assembly work session, where we will be 
receiving the proposed operating school budget and borough budget for FY07. But it is a lilting 
time to submit written comments to you on the proposed stale’s operating budget.

I hope that as the legislative budget process continues, all of you will seriously consider funding a 
sustainable community dividend program that will provide property tax relief to our borough 
residents. Along with revenue sharing, the lack of a clear PERS/TRS funding mechanism moving 
forward arc examples of fiscal issues that the state can greatly assist our communities with, 
especially with the level of state revenue surplus currently. Stale providing sustainable funds for 
local fiscal relief is can help to offset the need to reduce important local services.

If the funding level for the Human Service Community matching grants remains at the current 
level (adjusted only for population increases). 1 am concerned that our community will have 
another year of not being able to provide for the measured human service need we have. 
Remember because our borough does not have social service powers we cannot increase our 
funding level beyond the local match. Our Assembly is ready to provide the budgetary increase to 
match the state pass through grant. Please allow our social sendee providers to realize a 19 to I 
return on the state's invest nent - a sound fiscal policy plus a reduction in costs the state would 
have to provide in agency funded care. Over half the population o f this state is represented by the 
request for additional funding as seen both in the Governor's request and with extensive public 
testimony before this legislature.

I also ask that you reinstate funds for public broadcasting. Our local station broadcasts our local 
assembly meeting throughout our borough serving a vital public service that keeps people 
informed o f our local government actions as they happen. This is seen at almost every meeting 
when citizens take advantage hearing an action over the radio and then arrive before us to offer us 
public opinion.

Important to our community is the funding levels for the Court system, Please maintain the 
current funding for the additional stuff positions to reduce case loads in our 4,h judicial district.
This years’ funding is a critical piece in our continuing effort to fight the effects of alcohol related 
tragedies that have been causing such harm to families either as l)UI fatalities or the 
consequences of domestic violence that alcohol brings in our communities ami on our roads.

I ask that you reinstate the funding for HA to the level that was supported in the I louse. The 
university’s continued ability to provide training for the h.ghly technical jobs both the state and 
our borough need is critical to our economic development opportunities all of us want. And 
they’re doing that, let’s not cut them out of these tasks.

April 6, 2006



Senate Finance Comm ittee  
State Capitol 
Juneau. Alaska Re; Full Support for Public Television in 

State Budget

April 2,2006

Continuing and improving state support for public television in Alaska is o f  great 
importance to the many urban and other Alaskans who cannot afford cable and must 
depend on PBS for our cultural, educational, and in-depth news information.

Don't endanger programs such as; Nova, Anchorage Edition, Heartbeat Alaska,
Frontline, American Masters, Washington Week, Nature, Bom  and Bred, 
Masterpiece Theater, Alaska Weather, BBC World Sews, News Hour w ith Jim 
Lehr, Charlie Rose, Austin City Limits, wholesome programs for children, and 
numerous valuable and informative documentaries by ill-conceived slashing o f  the 
hinds which make possible the funding whic h pays the balance o f  the cost o f  
operating an invaluable public resource.

Please do not leave us at the mercy o f  inane trivial and ad laden commercial 
television.

For those in Juneau think long and hard before crippling K.TOO which is a window  
into what government in the state capitol is up to in its splendid isolation and non­
transparent machinations— when those without cable access can find a way to look  
in on such sessions and committee hearings as are televised w hile the future o f  our 
state is decided

A s one o f  many unable lo fly  o f f  to Juneau or do more than submit written protests,
I cart on ly  hope som e evidence o f  non-partisan statesmanship will color your 
docm ora on folly funding public television thus allowing the funding from other
sources to com e to pass.

A  watchful voter and hopeful Alaskan,

E. M. Casey (R)
9141 P cckA ve. #400 
Anchorage, AK  99504



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the L  *

com m it te e  name. I 4C4J .

Committee on grOtT.d a ted  & / ,£ .£
bill subject-----------------  -------
b,11* /subJec' ^ public hear- i g g

Dear Legislators, I work in a small charter school in Kenai. As a long time educator in 
various jobs in Kenai Peninsula Borough School District, I am requesting that you look at 
fair funding for our district the area of cost differential. 3 Reasons:

1. Our district has made cuts far beyond what’s good for kids. Much damage has 
been done already- loss of teachers and programs have affected many students’ 
education, K-12 for years.

2. Over a period of 20 years, as reported by ISER, the loss of State revenue to our 
district has been approximately $10 million per year. Doing business on the Kenai 
costs more because of transportation to remote sites. We arc not the same as 
Anchorage, Mat-Su or Bush Schools.

3. Alaska is a rich state and weighs in nearly last in the way we support o-x schools. 
However, we have a high number of prisons and prisoners, which cost much more 
than education.

The quote comes to mind "If you think education is expensive, try ignorance.”

Thank you,
Jacquie Imie Steckel

sioe  m  £06 ’on xyj o n  1HN3M WJ 98 ;SO flHl 900c-90-HdO
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
STATE CAPITOL, JUNEAU ALASKA, 99801-1182

T o B e  E n te red  In to  R eco rd  

Please enter into the record my testimony to the________________________ ___________
I ~~P -"T? / —  Committee Name >»

committee on f~T O  j ^ 1 3 , dated \£>------.
B ill or Subject

C y f o f M ,  f & U c .  \ \ c a t t k ,\o Ŷĉ ioM £W(
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Signed:

Print Name:

Representing (Optional): R k c .  T ^ g  p j  ( \ b i u i / l t e r  V~ ^

Address: . . . P O  6 T / _ , B 0 4 - / £ $ & £ U L J $ d ~  _
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City of Hooper Bay
P.O. Box 29 

Hooper Bay, AK 99604  
Phone (907) 7^8-4311 

Fax (907) 758-476]
Email ciiyhpbtigvaliPQ-Com

RUBA PROGRAM is a most effective; program that helps Rural Alaska- 
Many of the rural municipalities would have gone under, if RUBA had not 
assisted them. Also multi-million dollar water and sewer systems depend 
upon RUBA to assist them from going bankrupt. These water and sewer 
systems are investments of the State and Federal governments. To cut out 
RUBA program is akin to cut out the mainstream life-line of rural Alaska. 
Cutting out revenue sharing and cutting out old-age assistance were enough. 
The RUBA Program should remain.

Sincerely, .
—

RJMunan/City Administrator

1
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ALASKA POWER & TELEPHONE COMPANY
P.O. BOX 207 • M ILEPOST 1314 AK. HW Y.

TOK, ALASKA 99780 
(907) 883-5101 

FAX (907) 883-5815

April 7, 2006

Alaska Power and Telephone strongly encourages full funding o f  the PCE program in next year’s operating 
budget. This budget had already been determined by last year 's  fuel cost and its funding should not be tied 
to next y ea r’s oil prices. While it may appear that the PCE program only benefits rural Alaskans, this Is not 
the case. The m ajor businesses in urban Alaska receive a significant portion o f  their revenue from the 
con:, imers residing in rural Alaska, and the available spending dollars o f  rurnl A laskans is directly 
impacted by the PCE program. Therefore, for a modest annual cost, both rural Alaska residents and urban 
Alaska businesses benefit from this program.

Eric Hannan

Manager o f  Power Operations
Alaska Power <Se Telephone Interior Division
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TO: Senate Finance Committee 
7 April 06 
RE: PCE
DearSenate Members:
P lease continue the PCE program as there Is no way folks in the remote areas 
could even begin to survive without It.
It Is the rural areas that do not have the jobs (and higher paying jobs), yet it is the 
rural folks who have to pay the higher prices in everything, from food, vehicle 
fuels, home heating oil, electricity, etc. Yet, it Is the remote / rural residents 
whose money goes to the businesses in the big cities of Alaska. They would be 
in a big hurt without the rural money.

The state Is swimming in money with these high prices o f oil, yet programs like 
this keep getting cut further and further back. This is not right! The oil belongs to 
the PEO PLE o f Alaska, not the governor, legislatures, or high paid lobbyists 
representing big corporation. The oil companies are getting rich breaking the 
backs of the average Alaskan and American.
Sincerely,
Dolly Henton 
P.O. Box 605 
Tok.AK 99780
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April 7,2006

LIO office

As a Tok resident pee is o f vital importance to our way o f life, funded at 78% the average 
credit is 82.95 per month, this is aprox $995.40 in money that is spent in businesses and 
to support our small community. Power is indeed a luxury for some and crucial for. As
you are aware we have a ever growing population of ederly on fixed income please
continue to fund pee for the rural communities.

Thank you,

Donald and Mary Lou York 
P.O. Box 574 
Tok, AK 99780
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April 7.2006

Dear Senate Finance Committee:

I urge you to extend full funding o f PCE in next year’s budget. Rural residents have seen 
PCE drop considerably the last year. Please do not continue decreasing PCE!

Thank you,

Joyce Smith 
PO Box 717 
Tok, Alaska 99780 
(907)883-3905
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ALASKA STATE LEG ISLATUM
STATE CAPITOL, JUNEAU ALASKA, 99801-1182

To B e Entered Into Record

Please enter into the record my testimony to the __________
Committee Name / ,  / s  /  

_____________________ , dated 4 ‘( lj0 Q )com m ittee on
Bill or Subject
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Friday, April 07, 2006 

Senate Finance Committee

Thank you for your recent action restoring funding to public radio and public television. 
This is greatly appreciated in rural communities. While I applaud you for this action, I 
am writing to urge you to full tund television and the proposed incremental increase to 
public broadcasting.

Cuts to public television in Alaska are cuts to joint licensees. The public television 
stations are located in Bethel, Fairbanks, Anchorage and Juneau. Each of these stations 
also operates public radio stations.

Although the cut is targeted at the television service and not the radio service, the overall 
organization is negatively impacted, and that includes the radio stations.

Again, thank you for reinstating full funding for public radio, please do likewise for 
public television.

Tom Abbott 
P.O. Box 1617 
772-3274 
Petersburg
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TRAVEL SOURCE

Senate Finance Committee 
Via Fax (907)465-2187 
April 7,2006

Sirs;

Wo are writing to voice our support of full funding for power coat equalization In next year's 
operating budget

We are the owners and operators of Alaska Travel Source, one of Alaska's largest travel agencies. 
Our clients live from Barrow to Ketchikan, and Include corporate multimlllion-dollar customers to 
Individual bush residents that need help with an occasional ticket.

Our business depends on rural Alaskans calling us for travel management assistance. I am certain 
all the big box stores, local airlines, and in general Anchorage retail shops would agree that a large 
percentage of their sales (and success) come from bush customers.

Power Cost Equalization for these bush residents makes a huge difference for the individual at a 
modest annual cost Tho money thoy save on power bills is then available and is spent In our 
stores. It Is not Just the rural resident who would feel the pinch if this funding was not appropriated 
In full.

It Is also my understanding that noxt year’s power cost equalization amount was determinad by 
LAST year's fuel cost, and that tho funding should not be tied to NEXT year’s oil prices.

We urge you to fully fund power cost equalization, and are always available for any questions you 
may have.

Thank you,

Sally Huntloy
Owner/Manager
907-562-2213

1236 E. 72nd AVE., ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99518 (907) 522-1299 - FAX (907) 344-8200
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Pitka’s Point Traditional Council
P.O. Box 127
St. Mary’s, AK 99658
(907) 438-2833 (907) 438-2569 fax

April 7,2006

Senate Finance Committee:

RE: HB365, the FY07 State Operating Bu<jg<

TESTIM

et

ONY:

My name is Sandra Drake, I am the Tribal 
Council. The RUBA program has been a 
Tribal Organization. The Community o f  Pi 
to construct a NEW proposed piped water 
DEC Village Safe Water program, Dcpartmj: 
Development RUBA Program and the Alas!

Administrator for Pitka’s Point Traditional 
ry beneficial and effective resource for our 

jka’s Point has been working for many years 
sewer system with the involvement o f 

£nt o f Community and Economic 
a Native Health Consortium.

Our Staff has been receiving on-going techif 
RUBA program to attend the Utility Managi 
day-to-day operations. We received series 
to better understand finances and Utility m at 
services are very vital to small communities, 
community projects as the piped water and

cal support and assistance through the 
im en t Training which we are utilizing in our 
q f Manuals as references and use as guidance 

lagement systems. These technical support 
as ours in new construction and other 

Awer system.

Our staff is using the Quick books program lor each o f  our grant programs. The Quick
book is an essential tool which allows us to
and bill customers. On-going training in QiJck. book will be a fundamental tool to help 
us keep up with new changes in our technology.

TUrki

I ask that you take serious consideration in . 
funding. My utmost concern is for small co 
and have high cost of living is that wc conti 
our on-going training and services. Please p |o  
committee members. Quyana.

In Respect,

%n(Ak K fhuh
Sandra M. Drake 
Tribal Administrator

,jjur decision with reducing the HB365 
aim uni ties that are very limited in resources 

e to need the RUBA program to cany out 
wide this testimony to all senate finance

evelop, submit reports; track varies accounts
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YAKUTAT POWER
PO S o x  129 Yokutot, A K  9 9 6 8 9  
R io n « : (9 0 7 (7 8 4 -3 2 4 2  
Fax: [9 0 7 |7 fl4 -S 9 2 2
E m ail: yaltpower®ptio)asko.net

Testimony from Scott Newlun General Manager Yakutat Power, Inc.

I urge you to fully fund the PCE program in next year’s operating budget. It is an 
extremely needed program that is a fair way to distribute some of the funds created by 
high oil prices. Mo st o f Rural Alaska is suffering from one o f the worst catastrophes in 
recent time. High power costs are causing hardships on all citizens, communities, school 
districts, and businesses that are dependent on diesel generated power. With the diversion 
o f funds from these sources in Rural Alaska I can assure you that the urban areas will feel 
the after effects o f this situation. I also ask that you not tie the funding to the price o f  oil 
for next year because the PCE amount was based on last years prices. PCE will make a 
huge impact on the overall economy of the State of Alaska for a minimal annual cost.

Thank you,

Scott Newlun 
General Manager 
Yakutat Power, Inc 
(907) 784-3242
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To: Alaska State Legislature April 7,2006

ATTN: Senate Finance Committee
FAX: 907 465-2187

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance committee on funding 
Alaska Vocational Technical Center through the 2006 FY General Fund.

Committee, please consider this public testimony to the legislature,

As a member o f the maritime industry o f Alaska, and a three-year curriculum board 
member, o f the Alaska Vocational Technical Center (AVTEC) I would like to express my 
thanks to the committee for the funds previously provided to this excellent training 
center,

AVTEC is truly a market driven school. Their response to industry needs can be 
measured in a multitude o f ways, but I would like to speak o f three specific areas that 
AVTEC has responded to our needs; resulting in the placement and advancement of 
Alaska people in Alaskan jobs.

1. AVTEC Maritime instructors developed a United States Coast Guard
(USCG) approved course to train Tankerman for barge work.
Tankerman are difficult to find, as the job requires a five-day in-depth 
training class that includes fire fighting and learning the complexities of 
transferring fuel products, as well as at a minimum six months sea-time. 
Alaskan rural communities rely heavily on barges for transporting their 
village, and personal fuel oil needs, it is imperative that the Barge 
companies operating in Alaska arc able to have crewmembers that arc 
trained to discharge and load fuel in a safe and efficient manner. As a 
result o f AVTEC’s relationship with the maritime community (hey 
recognized the need for training Tankerman to meet the needs of 
transportation to mral Alaska. AVTEC personnel worked hard to 
develop the program and get USCG mproval for this course, which held 
their first training session in April of 2005 with 15 Mariners enrolled. 
Through the Tankerman program they have been able to train and put to 
work more than 50 people over the past year. Prior to the AVTEC 
tankerman program people had to leave the state to get the necessary 
training and Alaskans were at a disadvantage for available jobs as 
Tankcnnan.

The cost o f leaving Alaska to train coupled with the cost of obtaining 
United States Coast documentation ofion times keeps people from 
pursuing this goal.
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2. Another example o f AVTEC’s affect on the community through 
training is their expertise in training Masters, Mates, and Pilots. The 
simulator at AVTEC is said to be one of the best in the country. This 
was proven to our company when tire instructors put together a 
personalized training class for 8 Masters and Mates that needed to 
improve their Maritime license to advance in their field by passing a 
comprehensive Celestial Navigation course. Advancement was 
necessary so they could maintain employment with the ever-changing 
USCG regulations. The instructors spent many extra hours out o f the 
classroom offering expertise and practice so that each person was able 
to confidently perform the duties necessary to take command o f the 
simulator. Every student passed the exam and was able to receive their 
qualifications on their USCG license. Also, because o f  the great 
reviews from the group, many o f their peers went to AVTEC to train for 
their Celestial Navigation endorsement.

3. Basic Safety Training, BST- meeting the needs o f the industry.
Providing BST is important, valuable, and necessary for mariners to 
maintain their license with the USCG. Again, due to the ever-changing 
USCG regulations, AVTEC stepped up to the plate and put together a 
comprehensive training course required for mariners to sail in outside 
waters. Many Alaskans’ have taken advantage o f this course, but many 
more need the course. BST is in fact a condition o f employment for 
most Mariners.

With the decline of the fishing industry rural Alaskans have found themselves without a 
viable means to make a living for their families. Many o f these people have had life long 
careers on the waters o f  Alaska, operating their own fishing vessels and businesses. With 
fishing in decline they are left with targe boat payments and no money coming in. Daily 1 
hear the desperation and sadness in their voices. These folks are hard working, intelligent, 
and know how to work on the water safely. Most arc ready and willing to move forward 
in the maritime industry, but lack the necessary USCG credentials to work outside the 
fishing industry. The Coast Guard paperwork process is daunting for people that are 
accustomed to the paperwork world, but to those that haven’t the exposure to 
governmental entities, the task seems impossible. By having classes available in Alaska 
people arc more likely to move forward to gel what is necessary to continue a career in 
doing what they know best. At AVTEC they are taught the basic courses so that they can 
get their Coast Guard documents and begin earning a living again. In that process they 
arc also introduced to the USCG requirements and can get help with the necessary 
paperwork to obtain these documents.

Another great achievement of AVTEC is developing a partnership with the University of 
Alaska. I hrougli their relationship a student is allowed college credits as a graduate of 
the AVTEC training programs. Providing hands on training along with course work gives 
students the confidence and experience necessary to prepare them for furthering their
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education at the University, plus a head start by gaining credits toward earning their 
associate’s degree and specializing in a Held they have experienced hands on. AVTEC 
also reaches out to high school students introducing and preparing them for jobs available 
now, but also those coming to the state in the future.

Since year 2000 enrollment at AVTEC has steadily increased. There has been a 22% 
increase in enrollment o f women and minorities. AVTEC students come from over 200 
communities in Alaska. 96% of the 2004 graduates are placed in training related jobs, and 
80% of students complete and graduated with a certificate. AVTEC provides quality, in­
state training to Alaskan’s preparing them for jobs that keep our state moving.

AVTEC is helping to realize jobs for the present and “Jobs for Alaska’s Future” by 
matching the needs o f  the employers with trained Alaskans ready and willing to work. 
Please fund this school so that they can keep up with the demand and grow to meet the 
ever-changing requirements o f the work place. Training and employing people that live 
in Alaska is a "win win” situation for all o f us.

Thanks for your time and consideration.

Kctra Anderson 
3629 Knik Ave 
Anchorage, Alaska 99517

(9 0 7 )2 2 9 -2 3 0 2



Testimony o f Mayor Royce Purinton 
2nd Class City o f Nulato 

HB365 
4/8/06

*The City of Nulato has a population of around 330 people, 9G+% Athabascan Indians. It is almost 

exactly 350 air miles due west of Fairbanks, on the Yukon River, 50 river miles below Galena. There are few 

year round jobs. The permanent employers are the USPO, the School, Nulato Tribe, and the City. The order 

listed, indicates the highest paying jobs. The range of pay fa  city staff ranges from S10 to S12.

•As administrator and mayor of a 2nd class city w no significant dependable budget income, except the 

Fuel Depot which makes a slight profit, an overpriced W&S System (costing S115 month/household) that 

doesn't pay fa  ilself, ignoring the delinquency rate.; and there is some rent from City owned buildings. We do 

have the Designated Legislative Grant "06-RR-Q28 (Equipment Purchases & Community Improvements; 

$30,496 of which approx. $17K is left

'Even at this level we are full computerizing the City of Nulato w Internet Banking (direct Deposits etc. 

We have adopted Adobe pdf file format fa  all City records The rest of the Grant will be exhausted shortly.

'In the distant past, I was a System Programmer, GS-11, for the Naval Weapons Lab, My hobby fa  

years have been computers; and I have keep up w the literature as best I could. I recently retired from the 

Telephone Company; and have worked in Kenai, Kodiak, and Homer as a Telephone Tech. I'm the resident 

technical advisa and trainer for the City Staff at no cost to the City

'Staffing is a serious problem (current maximum pay for die city is $12 hour and hs been at that level for 

20 years) and keeping good trained staff is almost impossible. We have an excellent City Clerk and City 

Treasurer and a fine young staff. Thankfully, there are a few highly people that have chosen the rural (Bush) 

lifestyle w all it problems and fmstralions.

'II is essential that small 2nd class cities have onsile training (the city has very little money to send 

people for training. Most funded travel and training is not at the advanced technical level needed.

‘ It should be noted that the city had just finished selecting the Alternate Office Aid, this last Tuesday. 

Yesterday we lost our Office Aid to TCC for $14.20 an hour in Fairbanks. I wished her the best of luck on ner 

move lo Fairbanks. The Alternate Aid selected last Tuesday, is now the Office Aid and the Office Aid training and 

Probation begins again. We will re-advertise immediate fora new Alternate Aid; but the personal pool is about 

dry.

'The City of Nulalo needs RUBA and fully supports HB 365 and asks for your vole in support

e0t£B68Z0G G jy if lN  dO A lio  d/ 9  21  go 80 Jdy
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C e n te r  Tor C M ld r e n  a A d u lt  FAX NO. :907-456-6124 Apr. 05 2006 04:10PM

R E C E U E L
April 04,2006 i\?U  () '>m
Hear Senator Wilken,

The Fairbanks Fetal Alcohol Community Evaluation 1 earn has been providing diagnostic 
evaluation for children affected by Fetal Alcohol syndrome and their families for four 
years. The community based team received extensive training at the University of 
Washington's FAS Diagnostic and Prevention Network. Evaluation results and 
recommendations arc shared with families, caretakers, teachers, and others involved with 
each child. An average of 24 diagnoses a year have taken place. We encourage you to 
maintain the FY 06 funding level for FASD Provider Agreements so that the teams 
around the slate may continue to offer this valuable service.

A diagnosis o f FASD with a detailed description o f a child’s skills and needs and 
recommendations for treatment enables the family to obtain services to remediate 
developmental and behavioral concerns. Each cliild receives individual testing in the 
ureas of medical/health, cognitive/psychological/ motor, speech and language, social 
emotion skills. Each of these testing sessions has a value o f $200 to $800. Team 
members bill 3"1 party insurers and donate time to team case conferencing and diagnostic 
meetings. ACCA provides the office and meeting space, phone, fax. copier, etc. So the 
team is primarily self sustaining with a minimal amount o f funding needed for 
coordination -  making appointments, intake, record keeping and documentation. I know 
o f few programs that give so much ‘bang for the buck'.

FASD has a profound impact on the individual, family, and community. The wist is 
significantly reduced when needs arc assessed at a young age and intervention provided. 
Children whose particular needs arc understood by their purents and teachers will have 
fewer academic and behavioral problems thus lessening the impact on Die special 
education system, social service systems and juvenile justice systems.

Please maintain funding for FAS in the Health and Social Services budget and consider 
the incremental increase o f $500,000. Without this minimal statewide funding, the 
efforts and strides made over the past decade will not be maintained and further gains 
will be unlikely.
Thank You, The Fairbanks Community Fetal Alcohol Evuluation Team

Marvin Bergcson, MD Pediatrician 
Kristin Bradshaw, OTR/L 
Donnell Hou.x, SLP. CCC 
Marv MacFarlanc, MD Pediatrician 
Sue Guinn, MS, SLP, CCC 
Shercc Dohncr, PHN 
Joan Franz, OTR/L
Sallettc Thompson, PhD, Clinical Psychologist
Claudia French PhD, Clinical Psychologist
Maureen Harwood, MS, Developmental Disabilities Specialist
Jackie Sunnyboy. Purenl Navigator
Vi^ki Horodyski, Parent Navigator
Linden Slaciokas, Social Worker
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S e n a to r  G a ry  W ilk en

April 4 , 2006 received
Apw fi Will

S e n a to r  L y d a  G reen
C o -C h a i r s ,  S e n a te  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e
A la sk a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re
S ta te  C ap ito l
Ju n e a u ,  A la sk a  99801

D e a r  S e n a to r s  W ilk e n  and  G reen :

W e  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  a  S e n a te  su b c o m m i t te e  has p ro p o se d  to  s la sh  G o v e rn o r  M i n k o w s k i ’s budge t 
re q u es t  I'or A la s k a  p u b l ic  T V  an d  rad io  b ro a d c a s t  by pass in g  a 40  p e r c e n t  cu t  o f  $1 .3  m ill ion  
do l la rs .

T h e  A la s k a  B r o a d c a s t e r ' s  A sso c ia t io n  is an indus try  g ro u p  rep re sen t in g  m o s t  o f  A la s k a ’s 
co m m e rc ia l  an d  p u b l ic  rad io  an d  T V  s ta tions .  D ur ing  e m erg en c ie s ,  th ese  b ro adcas te rs  
im m e d ia te ly  b e c o m e  first r e sp o n d e rs  p ro v id in g  cri tical and  l i fe -sav in g  co m m u n ic a t io n s  a s s is t in g  
local ,  r e g io n a l  a n d  s ta te  au th o r i t ie s .  W e are  c o n c e rn e d  tha t  any  re d u c t io n  in  su p p o r t  fo r  A la sk a  
p u b l ic  T V  an d  ra d io  b ro a d c a s t in g  w o u ld  se r io us ly  im pac t  vital p u b lic  se rv ices  to m an y  A laskans ,  
an d  s e v e re ly  l im i t  e m e r g e n c y  re sp o n se  to  any  d isas te r ,  p u t t in g  h u n d re d s  and  p o ss ib ly  th o u s a n d s  
o f  A la sk a n s  a t  risk.

A s  to  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  life in A la sk a ,  p u b l ic  T V  p rov id es  im p ortan t  ed u ca t io na l  and  c h i ld re n ’s 
p r o g r a m m in g ,  w h i le  pub lic  rad io  b r ings  s ta tew id e  n e w s  and  p u b lic  se rv ice  to  rural an d  urban 
A la sk a .  T o g e th e r ,  p u b l ic  te lev is io n  and  rad io  a rc  ind isp en sa b le  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  too ls  in  A lask a ,  
p ro v id in g  free, o v e r - th c -a i r  b ro a d c a s t in g  to  p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  few  i f  any  o th e r  cho ice s .

A la s k a ’s c o m m e rc i a l  b ro ad cas te rs  h a v e  lo ng  u n d e rs to o d  th e  im portan t  role tha t  pub lic  
b ro a d c a s t in g  p lay s ,  a n d  m an y  o f  o u r  i ndustry leaders  w ere  in s trum en ta l  he lp in g  es tab l ish  p u b lic  
ra d io  an d  T V  in A la sk a  in th e  1960s and  70s .  C o m m e rc ia l  an d  p u b lic  s ta tions  a r e n ’t c o m p e t i to rs  
in  A la sk a  -  w c  w ork  s id e  by s ide  to  p ro v id e  vital em e rg e n c y  se rv ice s  tha t  en te r ta in ,  in fo rm , 
e d u c a te  A la s k a n s  a n d  s a v e  lives  each  y ea r

W c  u rg e  y o u  to  r e c o n s id e r  the  s u b c o m m i t te e  vo te  to  cu t cri tical su p p o r t  fo r  A laskan  p ub lic  T V  
an d  rad io  b ro a d c a s t in g ,  and  fully  su p p o r t  fu n d in g  at the level p ro p o sed  by the G o v e rn o r  and 
a p p ro v e d  by th e  I louse .

R esp ec tfu l ly ,

R ic  S c h m id t  
A B A  P re s id e n t

mailto:akba@gci.net


Sen. Gary Wilken

F rom :
Sen t :
T o :

Su b je c t :

akrogers@ alaska.net 
Thursday, April 06, 2006 4:22 PM
Sen . Lyda Green; Sen . Gary Wilken; Sen. Con Bunde; Sen . Fred Dyson; Sen. Donny Olson; 
Sen , Bert Stedman; Sen . Lyman Hoffman 
HB 365

Senators Lyda Green and Gary Wilken,
Co-Chairs, and members of the Senate Finance Committee

RE: HB 365

Senators,

My name is Rick Rogers. I am a certified forester with 25 years of experience living and 
•working in Alaska forestry and resource management in Alaska. I serve as the forest trade 
association member of the Board of Forestry. I regret being unavailable for tonight's 
Anchorage hearing on HB 365, operating budget. I would like to provide some short 
comments regarding the administration's budget increment request for forest inventory.

In spite of valiant efforts by current and past administrations and legislators, the 
inability of federal land managers to provide a reliable supply of timber to our forest 
products industry has devastated what once was the workhorse of the Southeast Alaska 
economy. While v/e should continue efforts to influence federal forest policy, the State of 
Alaska can and should manage State timber resources to further their potential and 
contribute to existing industry and foster economic development. A critical component of 
this economic development and stewardship is a forest inventory program.

Forest inventory is an essential element of prudent management of the forest resources. 
Forest resources are dynamic, with growLh, mortality, fire, wind throw, disease and 
harvest all influencing the current and future composition and value of this resource. I 
cannot think of another example of a forest landowner with millions of acres of commercial 
forest land, public or private, that does not regularly invest in forest inventory.
Title VIII of the constitution requires the management of these forest resources for the 
maximum benefit for all Alaskans and consistent with sustained yield principles. Forest 
inventory is essential in fulfilling this constitutional mandate.

Trie New Growth initiative for interior forests has resulted in promising inquiries 
regarding the ability of the forest resource in the interior to support value added 
manufacturing. Potential investors are inquiring regarding the forest inventory and 
information is incomplete. This operating budget increment and an associated capital 
budget will significantly improve the chances of a new hardwood value added processing 
industry becoming a reality ion interior Alaska.

' urge you to amend HB 365 and restore the forest inventory increment as originally 
included in the administrations operating budget.

Thank you for allowing me Uc share my views.

Kick R ogers

1
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John Cannon 
3101 Whispering Woods Dr.

Wasilla, Alaska 99654 
907.376.6063 Phone R E C E I V E D

APR  '< > '/'BOB
Testimony Senate Finance Committee 

4-6-06

Good evening Senators. My name is John Cannon I am from Wasilla, AK. I serve as the 
l-xeeutive Director o f  Mat Su Services for Children and Adults a Valley based non profit 
organization serving Mat-Su residents with Developmental Disabilities. I am compelled 
to testify this evening to ask your support o f  community services for Alaskans with 
Developmental Disabilities. According to a study conducted by the State o f  Alaska in 
2005 there are 1233 Alaskans waiting for critically needed services. I strongly urge you 
to take the I louse’s position on the operating budget by supporting a S3 million dollar 
increment for Community DD services.

I he individuals and family members I've spoken with are optimistic for the first time in 
many years that their son or daughter will finally gel funding for long awaited services 
because o f  the 1.4 billion dollar surplus. I can tell you . V ' ’ , . dream s and spirits
o f  these Alaskans will be broken if the waiting list is not addressed fiscally this year.
These individuals have wailed and suffered long enough, On behalf o f  those who wait I 

ask you to please support a S3 million dollar increment to address the Developmental 
Disabilities Wait List. We h aw  the resources to do this. Let's do the right thing for 
some o f  A laska's most vulnerable citizens. I hank vou.

C
L j -  C -

13393366
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Written testimony to Senate Finance Com m ittee 
Thursday, April 6, 2006 
Regarding budget, HB365 
Fairbanks LIO

From Taber Rehbaum, Arctic Alliance for People and Big Brothers Big Sisters 
P.O. Box 438, Ester AK 99725, taher(?/)mosqnilonet.com

On behalf o f  Arctic A lliance for People and its nearly 50 member Interior social service 
agencies, I would like to ask you to restore the G overnor’s requested increment to the 
Health and Social Services Comm unity M atching Block Grant. In the last several years, 
this grant has been drastically reduced, yet the critical needs in the eligible com m unities 
(Anchorage, Fairbanks, and M at-Su) have not. Having essential human services 
delivered by efficient and accountable non-profits saves the state money both in the short 
and long term. It is vitally im portant to these hub com munities as well -  in Fairbanks last 
year every state dollar from this granl source was leveraged by a factor o f  19 by the 
recipient agencies. W e recently com pleted the application process, and w ithout an 
increase several im portant programs may not receive funding, including Youth Court 
(which provides a clear and current savings to the State), the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorders Care Continuum Project, the TEFAP Food Distribution program, and M eals on 
Wheels. Funding the increment would be making an investment that will pay im mediate 
as well as long term dividend:, and we strongly urge that you restore this line item to  the 
requested $3 million.

On behalf o f  Big Brothers Big Sisters o f  Alaska, 1 would like to ask that you fund the 
Youth Success Initiative, an exciting partnership to provide services to youth on a 
statewide basis through the Division o f  Behavioral Health. The partner organizations are 
all well established and have proven outcomes and a track record o f  success. They are 
Big Brothers Big Sisters, Boys and Girls Clubs, the A laska Association o f  School Boards, 
and RuralCap. W orking together through the Division we can develop a coordinated and 
effective approach to the issues o f  substance abuse and suicide that will make a 
significant and positive impact on the future o f  our state. Alaska has one o f  the highest, 
if  not THE highest, rates o f  teen suicide in the nation. Your decisions today can change 
that. This Initiative would provide a vehicle for these successful programs to make a 
difference on a statewide basis - to im prove and save young lives. Please make this 
investment in our young people. Even if  you aren’t able to fund the entire $6 million that 
has been requested -  we believe that $2.5 or 3 million would be enough to get this 
partnership o ff the ground and begin to show results.

Thank you for your attention.



F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  Health & Socia l
Se rv ice s  Comm iss ion

520 Fifth Ave. PO Box 71167 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 
(907)459-1474 FA X  (907)459-1280

MEMORANDUM

To: Senate Finance Committee

From: Carrie Dershin, Health and Social Services Commission

Date: April 6, 2006

Subject: Human Services Community Matching Grant

On behalf of the Health and Social Services Commission, I am asking you to support the $3M 
increment as presented in the Governor’s budget for the Human Services Community Matching 
Grant. I have served as a volunteer on the Fairbanks North Star Borough Health and Social 
Services Commission for four years. I have been fortunate to work with our local social service 
agencies and have seen, first hand, the direct impact of these grant funds to members of the 
Fairbanks community.

We have a rigorous RFP process in place to address the effectiveness and efficiency by which 
these funds are delivered locally. Through the RFP, applicants are required to document program 
needs, define expected outcomes, thoroughly describe their methodology, provide a detailed 
budget, demonstrate organizational capacity and document a program evaluation plan. We have a 
solid process in place that is reviewed each year. There continues to be an even greater focus on 
outcomes, the impact on the community, sustainability and the cost savings to the state. These 
state dollars are used to leverage other funds, through additional grants, in kind donations and 
fundraising to bring a return of $19 to each $1 state dollar.

The need in our communities will only continue to increase. There is a significant increase in 
individuals seeking food assistance, our senior population continues to grow, medical cost are 
climbing and the need to support programs that prevent child abuse and neglect, youth mentoring 
and positive alternatives to children could not be more important and timely.

Some have said, ’why put in the increase if we will need to take it away in future years?' For the 
people who receive services through the support of this grant, now is the time help them. Now is 
the time to support a child at risk of delinquency, to help a homebound elder have a healthy meal 
delivered, to get an uninsured mother in to see a doctor before costly and urgent medical 
intervention is required. Now is the time to support the people in our communities who are most in 
need. By allocating $3M to the HSCMG you can help our local social service agencies do what 
they do best: provide cost effective, compassionate and competent care within our communities.



Testimony to the Senate Finance Committee 
April 6, 2006

Thank you fo r the opportunity to speak today. My name is Cheryl 
Keepers; I work for the Fairbanks North Star Borough, as s ta ff to 
Health & Social Services Commission and in the adm inistration of the 
Human Services Com m unity Matching Grants.

State funds fo r this grant have decreased dram atically since FY02, 
dropping from  $1.7M to $1.0M in FY04. In FY05 the Matanuska 
Susitna borough became eligible for funds, and the state budget was 
adjusted to $1.235M to hold other participants harm less. W e are 
currently operating with 41%  few er dollars than we had in FY02.

The impact o f these funds is substantial. Com bined with other dollars 
and in-kind donations, non-profit agencies provided food to 32,000 
hungry people; supported 110 term inally ill patients and 300 loved 
ones; enriched life for 700 children with adult attention and support; 
and much more in FY 05.

To accomplish this, agencies leverage the grant dollars with other 
funds, project income and in-kind donations. In FY 05, the return on 
investment fo r state dollars was 19 to 1: for every state dollar, 19 
were leveraged.

Projects funded with these dollars also save the state money, through 
prevention and cost-effective programs. Two examples:

>  If Hospice care reduces hospital use by only 10 days, the 
savings exceed $2 million.

> With an in-kind budget of 31%, North Star Youth Court provides 
juvenile  services at a fraction of the cost.

The amount o f the increment would, when distributed among the 
eligible com m unities and matched with the required 30% local 
contribution, allow us to meet essential human service needs 
documented in the FY06 allocation process.

As you know, our Mayor and Assem bly support the increment, and I 
urge your support as well. Again, thank you.



F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g hn  Financial Services
Health & Social Serv ices Commission

520 Fifth Ave. PO Box 71267 Fairbanks, A laska 99707-1267 (907)459-1474 fa x  (907) 459-1280

Applicants for FY2007 Human Services Community Matching Grant funds were asked to 
describe how their project leverages funds in terms of savings to the State. The following are 
excerpts from proposals recently received:

*ln 2005, the Interior Community Health Center saved the Medicaid program $1,892,110.

‘ With an in-kind budget of 31%, North Star Youth Court provides juvenile services for 
Fairbanks and the State at a fraction of the cost.

*Based on the number of at-risk youth serviced by Big Brothers Big Sisters and the juvenile 
arrest rate in the Fairbanks area, 17 more youngsters would have been arrested if they had 
not received services. The cost to the State to incarcerate one minor is 598,257 per year.

‘ The cost per patient in the Hospice program is about $23 per day. Many Hospice patients 
are on the Medicaid program. If Hospice care reduced the use of:

• assisted living by 30 days, the savings would be about $700,000:
• skilled medical care by 20 days, the savings would be about 51M:
• hospital care by 10 days, the savings would be over 52M.

‘ North Star Council on Aging Meals on Wheels: by preventing the use of more intensive 
services for 5% of clients served (10), MOW generates savings of over $1.2M.

Other applicants describe savings that are not as easily quantified. Savings come primarily 
through preventative services that avoid higher state costs at a later time, or by providing 
services that would cost more if provided by the State.

Thank you for your continued support.

cc: Mayor W hitaker
Health & Social Services Commission

M E M O R A N D U M

To:

From:

Date:

Subject:

Interior Delegation

Cheryl Keepers, for the H&SS Commission 

March 13, 2006 

Savings to State



Fairbanks North 
Star Borough 

Health & Social 
Services 

Commission

H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  C o m m u n i t y  

M a t c h i n g  G r a n t

Highlights o f the Com m unity Impact

G ra n t F u n d s  W ere  D is t r ib u te d  to 
S e v e n  N on- pro fit A g e n c ie s

A la s k a  L eg a l  S e r v i c e s  C o rp o r a t i o n  
B ig  B r o t h e r s  I B ig  S i s t e r s  
F a i r b a n k s  C om m u n i t y  F o o d  B a n k  
H o s p ic e  o f  th e  T a n a n a  V a l le y  
In te r io r  C o m m u n i t y  H ea lth  C e n te r  
N o r th  S t a r  C o u n c i l  o n  A g ing  
N o rth  S t a r  Y ou th  C o u r t

• D istributed 841 ,523 pounds o f food to 32,403 hungry people  using 20,653 vo lun teer hours
• 163 hom ebound seniors received 59,006 hot m eals de livered to the ir hom e
• 314 people w ere  provided bereavem ent services a fte r the death o f a loved one and 110 

term ina lly  ill pa tien ts  w ere provided with patient care services
• 306 ind iv iduals received legal advice and referra ls fo r housing, fam ily law, health, and 

incom e m a in tenance problem s
• 703 ch ildren spen t tim e w ith the ir Big B rother / Big S ister, enrich ing  the ir lives w ith adult 

a ttention and support; ove r 77%  showed im provem ent in school perform ance; 69%  
show ed im provem ent in h is /he r a ttitude about school; 78%  reported im provem ent with 
re la tionsh ips w ith  adults

• 65 youth w ere re ferred to youth court, d iverting w ork from  the form al juven ile  justice  
system ; youth de fendants  contribu ted 909 hours o f com m unity  serv ice

• 1,537 people w ere  provided w ith prim ary hea lthcare

i'.eil

The ag enc ie s  used  sta te  
fu nds to le v e ra g e  19  times 
that am ount in the va lu e  o f 
s e rv ic e s  to the com m unity

FUNDING LEVERAGE
$5,000,000 

$4,500,000 

$4,000,000 

$3,500,000 

$3,000,000 

$2,500,000 

$2,000,000 

$1,500,000 

$1,000,000 

$500,000 

$0
State FN SB Agency
Funds Funds Leverage

State  funds* $ 239,700
Borough funds $ 102,728
Incom e generated by pro jects $ 282,090
O ther funds received by pro jects $1 ,371,657
In-kind generated by projects $ 2 ,850,262

Total value to the community $4,,846,437

H ig h lig h ts  o f S e r v ic e s  P ro v id e d

*Ruvibod • funding include") llio HSCMG ynd supploiinmUl lurid:, from llio DHS5



S ta te  F u n d in g  FY 2002- 2006

State Funding Decreased 41% Since FY 2002.
The com m unity lost the potential to 
generate $459,466, $769,652,
$1,287,480, $1,887,899 and $2,166,736 
of other funds, project incom e and in- 
kind contributions in FY02-03-04-05-06 
respectively, due to insu ffic ien t state 
funding.
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FY 2006 Human Serv ices 
Com m unity Matching Grant

P r o je c t s  F u n d e d G r a n t

O th e r F u n d s , 
P r o je c t  In c o m e  & 

In -K in d

Alaska Legal Services Corp. Provide legal assislanco to low-incomo (amities (those with incomes below 125% of poverty 
level) in civil cases such as housing, income, public assistance benefits, health care and family law. S50.0CK 568,650

Big Brothers Big Sisters Match children in need ol additional adult attention with adult volunteers. S50.00C S1.382.15t
Fairbanks Community Food Bank Collect local surplus food and give il lo people who need it, through agencies who are trained lo identify and respond lo those needs S50.00C S2.226.00C
Interior Community Health Center with Cliiel Andrew Isaac Health 
Center

Provide preventative & primary health care services on a sliding feu schedule lo low 8 
moderate income people. (Funding roquest is for 550,000 but only 535,419 is available)

535.35? 5172.200
North Star Youth Court Operate community-based juvenile justice diversion and victim offender mediation program

S50,00C 5195.11‘
Resource Center lor Parents and Children with Alaska Center lor 
Children and Adults

Provide a comprehensive, coordinated, and sustainable ellu.t to inleivene in the lives of 
children, ages 0 - 5 who have been prenalally exposed lo alcohol.

530.06' S15.22C
Audit Cost Passed Through to 
Funded Agencies

DHSS has placed controversial audit requirements, which exceed Iho Stale Single Audit standards, on these grants that directly reduces available do'lars lor program delivery
5581

T o ta l P r o je c t s  F u n d e d  5 3 3 5 ,6 0 6 5 4 ,0 5 9 ,3 5 5
P r o je c t s  N O T F u n d e d

Boys & Girls Club ol llio Tanana
Valley

Confront Alaska's high youth suicide nunibers by increasing youth protective factors (recogneo 
V iming sgris. intervene and offer appropriate referrals to framed professionals as needed)

S48.00C 529,39t
The Bread Line Provide lood and support to people in need Sorvo nutritious hot breaklasls and lunches and provide sack lunches through Stone Soup Cafe. Operate a lottery based day labor program

$50.00 $431,511
Fairbanks Native Association Provide lood boxes to homeless and low income (ami'ies and indrnduals, uicfuumg local elders

$49 87! 5270.86c
Hospice ol Die Tanana VaHoy Provide Patent Care Services and support lo terminally ill people and then loved ones Provide Bereavement Services, education, information and framing on Issues relating lo death and dying gnul and loss $50.00: I530.03t
Interior AIDS Association Provido a compiehcnsivo methadone boatmen! program and harm reduction servicos for opiatt drug users and their community 55000 5203.57*
Interior Comrnunily Health Center with Cruel Andrew Isaac Health Center

PiowJe preventative it primary health caru services on a sliding leo schedule lo low ft 
modorato income people (Funding request is lor 550.000 but only 530.281 is likely lo be funded) S 14.643 SI.80C

Literacy Council with Food Bank, 
Love INC, Hope Counseling Contor

Provide resouicos to overcome poverty, literacy issues, basic mental lioallfi issues and 
economic need to low income families

$89,891 5175.281
North Star Council on Aging Deliver hot healthy meals as well as social contact and daily morutonrig of thee personal welfare 

lo tiomebound elders living witlim Hie FNSB. lo include fiovon meal sorvice on woukonds
$50.00 $309,541

Salvation Army Provide secondary and tortiary piovunLlt.vo dental care service lo non native adults living at 150% Of (lie poverty level $50.00 5164,72:
T o ta l P r o je c t s  N ot F u n d e d  $ 4 5 2 ,4 0 9 $ 2 ,1 1 6 ,7 3 6
T o ta l P r o jo c t  R o q u o s t  fo r F Y  2 0 0 6

* RnviStuJ • func tion  incJudUH tim HSCMG ;m i l biinnfmminl.tl fumi% frniti Ifwi D f fSS

$ 7 8 8 ,0 1 6 $6 ,176 ,091



The NorLh Star Council on Aging, Senior Center 
M e a ls  o n  W h e e ls  S e n io r  N u t r i t i o n  P r o je c t  

FT 2 0 0 7  Human Services Community Matching Grant Program

P a il IT* Leveraging Stale Savings 
It is ditficuk to quantify the total savings generated by this project. Tile State of Alaska 
receives federal funding to coordinate and fund this project statewide. The Senior Nutrition 
Program utilizes a proactive prevention approach to defer the cost of o ther more costly care 
services such as Medicaid Choice Waiver In-Home Care Services, Assisted Living Care, and 
Hospitalization. Authorization to receive Choice Waiver services takes a period of two-six 
months, malting this an unfeasible alternative for many consumers who are temporarily 
incapacitated. Utilizing the figures listed in Chan F-l (Page F -l), and conservatively 
estimating that 10 program recipients (5%)do not need more intensive forms o f care, it is 
reasonable to estimate that the program generates over 1.2 million dollars in savings to the 
State of Alaska.



H O S P I C E  O P  T H E  T A N A N A  V A L L E Y  
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H. Leveraging State Savings.

Without the availability o f  the services and support o f  Hospice staff and volunteers, many 
patients with terminal illnesses and their families would be required to use the facilities o f  
assisted living homes, the Denali Center or the Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, especially in 
the days or weeks immediately preceding the patient’s death. In other eases, when a need 
exists but the patient's condition is not yet critical enough, insurer limitations or lack o f  
coverage can result in the patient and family going without any assistance if  Hospice 
volunteer services were not available.

In 2005. 99 patients were served by Hospice with an average length o f  stay in the program o f  
93 days for a total o f  9,207 patient days. Using 2005 Hospice expenses o f  $213,700, the cost 
per patient per day was about $23. The average daily cost for room and care at an assisted 
living home is about $257, at Denali Center about $460, and at Fairbanks Memorial Hospital 
about $2,400.

I f  Hospice care helped reduced the number o f  days the average I lospice patient spent in 
assisted living by 30 days, the cost savings would be about $700,000. I f  Hospice care helped 
reduced by the number o f  days the average patient spent in skilled medical care at Denali 
Center by 20 days, the cost savings would be about $1 million. If  Hospice care helped 
reduced by the number o f  days the average patient spent in Fairbanks Memorial Hospital by 
10 days, the cost savings would be about 52.4 million.

H ospice bereavement clients indicated they would not have received any bereavement 
support had Hospice services been unavailable. Research supports the rationale that stress 
and trauma from unresolved grief results in illness, lost work, substance abuse, relationship, 
and parent-child difficulties (dysfunction). Offering bereavement support lessens the 
dem ands for o ther Human Services, thereby resulting in long-term cost savings to the family, 
community and to the state.

The requested grant o f  $50,000 supports less than 30% o f  Hospice’s personnel costs 
including benefits and payroll expenses. I f  the S tate o f  Alaska were to directly provide the 
same serv ices as were delivered by Hospice in 2006, the cost just for the equivalent 
personnel (not considering other operational costs) is estimated as follows:

Executive Director
A K Social W orker Level 11'. SSfi.52>hr Full-time
Patien t C are  C o o rd in a to r
A K  Social W orker Level III. SJ-l.l 'h r  Time
V olun teer C o o rd in a to r
A K Social W orker Level J I. 539. UOiir Time
H creavenicnt C o o rd in a to r
A K  Social W orker Level III. hr \  Time
Otfice M anager
A K  Adm in Support Specialist. S25.VJ hr la n e

$75,962 

$5 3.305 

$46,644 

$62,189 

$40,466



Patient Carc/Bercavcmcut Volunteers
C ertified Nurses Aide 11, S I 9.77/hr (2,192 hrs in 2005)
Office Volunteers
A K  Admin Assistant, $22.52/hr (1560 hrs in 2005)
Professional Service Volunteers
Doctors, nurses, accounts, counselors, hoard & committee,
$60/hr (4,868 hrs in 2005)

Total Direct Cost for State Personnel 
Less Grant Request to Hospice 

Total Savings to the State of Alaska

$35,131

$292,080

$649,113
($50.000)
$599,113

$43,336



N o r t h  S t a r  Y o u t h  C o u r t
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II. LEVERAGING STATE SAVINGS
North Star Youth Court is preventing the need for State services, em pow ering youth and the 

com munity to provide more effective services, and ultimately reducing the num ber o f  youth and adults 
that burden the Alaska Department o f  Corrections. NSYC accepts from 10-25% o f  the Fairbanks’ 
jurisdiction misdem eanor referrals, and now reports a greater number o f  cases with the M inor 
Consuming Alcohol referrals from the District Court. Each case is saving the State the need to assign a 
Juvenile Probation Officer at the minimum. This is not to mention the reduction o f  repeat offenders that 
results in future savings o f  perhaps the Attorney G eneral’s Office and the Superior Court for 
adjudication o f  a more serious offense. A reduction o f  repeat youth MCA offenders could ultimately 
cut costs to the State in the areas o f  alcohol related vehicle fatalities, arrests, and substance addiction. 
With a budget com prise o f  31% In-kind, NSYC provides juvenile and youth services for the Fairbanks 
community and the State o f  Alaska at a fraction o f  the amount that it would cost either.
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II. Leveraging State Savings

How has this project leveraged funds in terms of savings to the State?

By matching at-risk kids with positive adult role-models, Big Brothers Big Sisters 
prevents such behaviors as delinquency, drug and alcohol abuse, teenage pregnancy, and 
failure at school. The costs o f  the alternatives to prevention are staggering. Institutional 
drug rehabilitation costs over $500 a day. Incarceration o f  a minor costs $98,257 per 
year. The cost o f  one full time caseworker, providing services to over 50 matched and 30 
unmatched at-risk children for a full year is less than 1/2 the cost o f  incarcerating a single 
juvenile. BBBS served nearly 600 at-risk youth in matches in 2005. Based on the 
number o f  school-aged children in the Borough and the total number o f  youth arrests, we 
estimate the juvenile arrest rate to be about 3%. If we apply that arrest rate to the nearly 
600 kids served by Big Brothers Big Sisters, we can conservatively estim ate that 17 
youngsters would have been arrested if  they hadn’t received our services. I f  even only 
two had gone on to be incarcerated, the cost to the State would have been $196,514. This 
is a very conservative estimate, as the population we serve has higher risk factors than the 
general population from which we are calculating the arrest rate. Based on the 
percentage o f  our 2005 Community Matching Block Grant that represents State dollars, 
tha t’s a 461% return on investment.

In 2005 over 60,000 hours o f  companionship, mentoring and friendship were provided by 
our volunteer Big Brothers and Big Sisters to the children with whom they were matched. 
When compared to the cost o f  professional counseling services (much o f  which could 
potentially be medicaid billable) at a rate o f  anywhere from $60 to $200 per hour, this 
represents a savings o f  between S3,600,000 to $12,000,000

The Health and Human Services Community M atching Block Grant provides critical 
funding that allows the agency to sustain and grow  our core programs. The success o f  
these programs has allowed us to bring in additional grant monies for program expansion 
totaling well over $780,000. A conservative estim ate o f  the value o f  in-kind 
contributions and volunteer time is over $1 million .



Interior AIDS Association 
P R O J E C T  S P E C IA L  D E L IV E R Y

The state did not contribute funds to PSD in FY 2005, therefore savings to the state are truly a 
bonus. If the Community Matching Grant is funded, the state’s small investment o f  m atch to the 
Borough funds will yield even greater savings, by improving health care m onitoring -  which will 
undoubtedly save state dollars by decreasing Medicaid expenses for pregnant or seriously ill 
consumers.

C ost o f T rea tm en t:
PSD ’s Annual Cost in FY 2005 Per Client Year was $7,773. Consum ers with low -incom e and no 
insurance pay 'A o f  this cost. Medicaid and insurance typically reim burse for about h a lf  the actual 
cost o f  treatment. In FY 2005, consumers paid 46% o f the treatm ent costs in cash or tlirough their 
benefits. T his reduced the u n re im burscd  cost to S4,353 per year for each consum er -  the 
am ount which is supported by grants from the government.

C ost o f N O T having trea tm ent available
• Cost o f  incarceration for one year: $41,245 (Fairbanks Correctional Center, 12/04).
• Police Department time and expense to pursue and arrest addicts for drug dealing, dm g 

possession, burglary, shoplifting, etc.: not tracked.
• Emergency Room admissions -  41 %  o f  PSD consumers reported accessing em ergency 

services 1-6 times in the 6 months prior to starting treatment. After treatment intake, 38% had 
accessed the ER in the prior six months, and those who did w ent less often -  not drug-related.

• $2.5 m illion in illegal d rug  sales in F airb an k s. A consum er survey (see page 77) indicates 
that the average amount spent for drugs prior to treatment w as S280 p e r day. In order to 
support this expense, many also sold drugs-incrcasing crim e and the potential for violence.

• 70% o f  consumers have minor children, who had to cope w ith the drug use and d rug  seeking 
behavior o f  their parent(s) prior to treatment.

M ethadone maintenance treatment reduces the frequency o f  injecting and needle sharing 
behaviors. Methadone treatment is an important point o f  contact with service providers and 
offers opportunities to teach drug users harm reduction techniques such as how to prevent 
IIIV/AIDS. hepatitis, and other health problems that endanger drug users and their com m unities. 
PSD participants have gone back to work, gone back to school, resumed taking care o f  their 
children, saved their marriages, and much more. When asked at intake, why they w ant to enter 
treatment, the most common response is, “ I want my life back.” M any are well on their way to 
achieving this goal.

Methadone treatment reduces criminal behavior. ’ D rug-related arrests decline because 
methadone treatment participants reduce or stop buying and using illegal drugs. A rrests for 

predatory crimes decrease because participants no longer need to finance costly heroin habits, 
treatm ent allows many to stabilize their lives and obtain legitimate em ploym ent

H. Leveraging State Savings

' t l lu b lu r il.  HI... K.uh.il, J V . CY.iilJi'ck. S <.i Ticutment Outcome I'tv ijrc tn t Study, MOA Research Moiv.'craph 51, 10X4. a t ij Hall, Jt'. 
I(t>u, A Vic I'lTrcilu'ntsi n f Mrihudtwt treatment Siiringer-l'rtltif’ l (>VI )

In 11 moil AIDS Association 
Pace 6J



I n t e r i o r  C o m m u n i t y

H e a l t h  C e n t e r
Quality health care accessible to all

1606 23rd Avenue 
Fairbanks, AK 99701

II. Leveraging Stale Savings
ICI-IC leverages funds from this grant in terms o f  savings to the state in that the 1,838 individuals 
served by this grant m ake a cost/patient o f  approxim ately $122 per person. This m eans that for 
an input o f  $50,000 the stale receives over $224,225 worth o f  services.

The February 3. 2006 APCA Update reported that in, “ 1994 Stanford University found that 10% 
o f all emergency room visits are for non-urgent conditions that could be treated in a prim ary carc 
setting.” They reported that researchers estimated that each unnecessary ER visit w as equal to a 
potential $650 in savings. FM H ER provided approxim ately 27,000 visits in 2005, which 
according to the Stanford University research means that 2,700 o f  those visits were unnecessary 
ER visits. At an estimated cost o f  $650 per visit, $1,755 million could be saved if  those 
individuals sought services at a primary care facility. The savings are even more notable when 
A laska’s high cost o f  health care is considered.

The APCA Update also reported that the Kaiser Com m ission on M edicaid and the Uninsured 
reported that the A laska Medicaid program ’s “average total M edicaid spending for each 
Medicaid patient was $5,568.” The Update also reported that, “ health centers save the M edicaid

program m ore than 30% in annual spending per beneficiary due to reduced specialty care 
referrals and  fewer hospital adm issions.” According to ICUC’s calendar year 2005 UDS data, 
ICIIC served  1.133 Medicaid patients. The average total M edicaid spending per M edicaid 
patients o f  $5,568 multiplied by 30% in savings equals $1,670 in annual saving per health center 
M edicaid patient. $1,670 multiplied by ICTIC's 1.133 M edicaid patients equals S I ,892,110 in 
total annual Medicaid Savings.

All calculations and considerations show that a $50,000 grant can be leveraged to m illions o f  
dollars o f  services for Alaska’s residents.
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Fairbanks Counseling and Adoption
912 Barnette Street 
P.O. Box 71544 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 456-4729-Telephone 
(907) 456-4623 - Fax

E-mail: feat® fcaalaska.org 
Website: http.VAvww.fcaalaska.ora

L everag ing  S ta le  Savings: This project is cost effective for the Fairbanks North Star Borough 
and the state. The overall goal o f this project is to work in partnership with Ft. Wainwright 
Mental Health Services to promptly address issues o f  child abuse and neglect, family violence, 
alcohol and substance use and mental health and emotional issues as they develop and provide 
prevention and services. The purpose is to address these issues swiftly so that more serious 
problem s will not develop. The ultimate goal is lo provide services that will promote individual 
health and overall family functioning, well-being and stability.

The benefits to (he community and state for providing these services arc: decreased child abuse 
and family violence situations; decreased law enforccmer* involvement; a decrease in the 
involvement o f  the Office o f  Children’s Services; decreased unemployment and lack o f  
productivity resulting from family violence, alcohol and substance use and combat stress related 
issues. The cost to the borough per military family is $53, with the overall project cost being 
S90. This is less than the standard cost for one hour o f  professional counseling, which is S125. 
Further, this project encourages military soldiers and families to use community mental health 
service providers and the costs associated with this should be mostly covered by Tricarc or 
sim ilar coverage.
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RESOURCE CENTER FOR PARENTS AND CHILDREN
1401 K e l lum  S tree t 

F a i rb anks , A la s ka  99701 
9 07 -4 56 -2 86 6  

Fax 9 0 7 -4 51 -8 12 5

LEVERAGING STATE SAVINGS

This project reduces secondary disabilities in children affected by prenatal alcohol exposure. 
D ue to the supports and sendees provided by the Care Continuum, fewer o f  these children will 
end up in the juven ile  justice system. M ore o f  them will graduate from school and will move 
into em ployment as adults. Additionally, there will be fewer days o f  productivity lost due to 
parents leaving w ork  to deal w ith behavioral issues. All o f  these impacts result in a cost savings 
to the state o f  A laska.

f»Mr<



S eptember 30, 2 0 0 5

Commissioner Karleen Jackson 
Department o f Health & Social Services 
350 Main Street, Room 404 
P.O . Box 110601 
Juneau, AK 99811-0601
Dear Commissioner Jackson,
We are writing to request an increase in the state budget for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant (HSCMG). This program provides direct funds to the 
Municipality o f Anchorage, and the Matanuska-Susitna and Fairbanks North Star 
Boroughs for essential human services, i.e., those services whose unavailability 
would subject persons needing the services to serious mental or physical 
hardship. State funding for this program has declined 43%  since 2001 . The 
needs have not.
Based on the needs we are currently experiencing, we request state funding for 
the HSCMG be increased to S3M. This amount would be allocated by population 
among the three communities, who, in turn, provide a 30%  match with local 
dollars. Funds are then allocated to non-profit organizations who provide the 
services.
These grants save the state considerable money by providing services in a 
very cost effective manner.

■ Using non-profits to deliver services adds more value to the grant. Non­
profits use grant dollars to leverage other funds and in-kind donations. 
The "return on investment" can be tremendous: in FY04, for every $1 of 
state funds, a return o f $17 was generated by the non-profits in Fairbanks.

• Using non-profits simply costs less than providing services through the 
state.

■ The HSCMG funds activities that save state dollars in the long run. Again 
using an example from Fairbanks, one day of Hospice care cost about $21 
in FY04. The average cost for room & care at an assisted living home 
was about $140, at the Denali Center about $350 and at Fairbanks 
Memorial Hospital over $2,000. In 2004, over 100 people received 
Hospice assistance, for an average of 95 days. Without Hospice, many of 
these people would have had to turn to the State to pay for care at a much 
higher cost.



Similar savings and results are replicated in Anchorage and Mat-Su, providing 
vital services in the most cost-effective manner.

The needs continue to substantially increase, while dollars available to 
fund these vital health and human services continue to dramatically 
decrease.

The current amount o f $1.2 M does not meet our communities' needs. We 
respectfully request the grant be increased to $3M. This statewide amount 
would allow each of us to meet the needs as presented to us in the most 
recent year.

■ Fairbanks:
■ Access to food is a basic need. The Fairbanks Community Food Bank 

has served a relentlessly increasing percentage of the population in 
recent years. While HSCMG funding has decreased 43%  since 2001, 
the number of individuals in the FNSB seeking food assistance has 
risen from 32% of the population to 38% o f the population. Over 
32 ,600 individuals requested and received food assistance at least 
once in 2004. This is a 14% increase since 1995.

• Requests for funding for FY06 jumped by 61%  from the prior year.
Vital programs providing hot meals for homebound seniors, meals for 
homeless people, hospice services to the terminally ill and their 
families, dental care for the poor and more were not funded.

■ Anchorage:
■ The level o f food insecurity, derived from national statistical data, has 

increased to 11.5% of our total population. Using Bean’s Cafe as a 
representative example, Bean's has seen a 16% increase in 
individuals need'ng food from FY04 to FY05 The current trend in 
"meals served" counts indicate that last year's increase o f 16% will be 
exceeded again his year. Bean's is in imminent danger of reaching 
capacity.

• Another increasing and alarming unmet need in Anchorage, and 
across the state, is oral health care. Anchorage Neighborhood Health 
Clinic (ANHC) uses its HSMG funds to provide dental care. According 
to ANHC, rural health clinics spend more money to fly people into 
Anchorage for oral health care than for any other medical necessity. In 
2003 ANHC saw 4,398 oral health patients for a total o f 7,413 patient 
visits. Despite those numbers the clinic was forced to turn away many 
needy patients. The clinic's capacity is severely limited by the number 
of dentists that they can hire. In 2004 with the loss o f another staff



dentist, ANHC was only able to see 3,550 patients for a total of 6,571 
visits -  a 20%  reduction in capacity. The director of the clinic noted that 
demand exceeds their capacity to provide care by over 300% . People 
are increasingly forced to turn to the state for dental care at a higher 
cost. Additionally, medical evidence clearly indicates that poor oral 
health care directly results in highly expensive medical conditions such 
as heart disease. Providing health care to severely or chronically ill 
patients also increases the state’s financial burden,

• Mat Su:
■ The Matanuska-Susitna Borough continues to be the fastest growing 

region in Alaska and the demand for services is also increasing rapidly. 
As documented in the 2005 Matanuska-Susitna Community 
Assessment, the lack of affordable health care was a major issue in 
every community throughout the Borough. Top concerns also included 
alcohol and methamphetamine abuse, inadequate public 
transportation, unemployment or underemployment, family violence, 
and the lack o f availability of services in all areas of the Borough.

• In FY06, the Human Services Citizens Advisory Committee
recommended a cap of $35,000 per program in an attempt to more 
equitably distribute funding. Even with the funding cap, Mat-Su was 
not able to fully fund many critically needed programs because the 
need for services greatly exceedecf available funds

The local communities are good stewards of these state funds. Our 
communities make every effort to ensure that these monies are used in 
cost-effective manners to target the greatest needs in our communities. For 
example:

Fairbanks:
■ The Health & Social Services Commission has developed a rigorous RFP 

process that requires applicants to: document the need, define expected 
project outcomes, describe methodology, provide a detailed budget, prove 
organizational capacity, and include a project evaluation component. 
Proposals must receive a certain score to be eligible. We frequently hear 
from grant applicants that this process is the most demanding of the all the 
grants they receive.

■ Grant requests for the current year totaled $787,435. All of these requests 
met the criteria for funding, as outlined above. Only the highest scoring 
proposals were funded. Over time, many non-profits have been 
discouraged from applying due to the work involved and the declining 
funding. Thus, we could easily allocate a greater amount.



Anchorage:
• Anchorage also uses a rigorous RFP process. In FY 03, 32 agencies met 

the rigorous funding criteria. Grant requests totaled $2 ,839 ,279 . Available 
HSMG funding allowed the MOA to fund only $1,544,523 o f those 
requests.

• In FY 04, because o f further reductions in the HSMG grant from the state, 
the MOA eliminated 50% (16) o f those agencies previously eligible for 
funding. Vital services were not funded. Agencies have been forced to 
eliminate or drastically reduce programming as a result o f the continuing 
decrease in amount of HSMG funds available.

Mat Su:

• The Matanuska-Susitna Borough’s rigorous RFP process is similar to that 
of Anchorage and Fairbanks. A volunteer Human Services Citizens 
Advisory Committee independently scores the applications based on 
project need, goals, methodology, budget/cost effectiveness, 
management/organization, program evaluation, and value to the 
community. The committee also considers the Mat-Su Community 
Assessment in scoring the applications. The committee then tackles the 
difficult task of making recommendations to the assembly in accordance 
with the scores and available funding.

• FY05 was the first year that the Matanuska-Susitna Borough was eligible 
to receive HSMG funding. In FY05, nine applications were received from 
eligible agencies totaling $316 ,685 in funding requests, with a deficit in 
available funds of $161,885. Only the top scoring proposals were fully 
funded out of a diverse array o f programs providing critically needed 
services for residents with disabilities, victims of domestic violence, 
seniors, residents with mental health challenges, and homeless youlh.

• The number of applications received for Mat-Su HSMG funding increased 
by nearly 50% in FY06. Thirteen eligible agencies requested funding 
totaling $354,766. This represents a 12% increase in eligible funding 
requests from the previous year and a funding deficit of $219 ,766.

Regarding the 30% local match, we have attached letters of support from our 
respective administrations.
Thank you for your consideration. Should you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact any or all of us. W e look forward to an opportunity to discuss 
this with you in the near future.



Sincerely,

Carrie Dershin
Health & Social Services Commission 
Fairbanks North Star Borough

Michele Brown
United Way Anchorage
(contractor to the Municipality of Anchorage)

t\, o”/Wv\

Murph O'Brien, Planning and Land Use Director 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough

cc: Janet Clarke, Assistant Commissioner for Finance & Management, Dept,
of Health & Social Services

Attachments

Letters of support from:
Jim Whitaker, Mayor, Fairbanks North Star Borough 
Mark Begich, Mayor, Municipality of Anchorage 
John Duffy, Manager, Matanuska-Susitna Borough



F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  M a y o r

809 Pioneer Rond P.O . Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 907/459-1.100
Fax 907/459-1102 

L'mail n iayoi@ co.faiibanks.ak.us

September 26, 2005

Commissioner Karleen Jackson 
Department o f Health & Social Services 
350 Main St. Room 404 
PO Box 110601 
Juneau, AK 99811-0601
Dear Commissioner Jackson:
I am writing to support the request to increase state funding for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant. During my tenure as Mayor, I have seen this grant 
program serve a vital purpose in our community.
The allocation process we have developed is fair and rigorous. The recipients make 
excellent use o f state and borough dollars and provide much needed services. They 
are able to leverage these grant dollars with other funds and in-kind donations and thus 
provide a value that greatly exceeds the cash value.
The Fairbanks North Star Borough has limited health and social services powers. 
Providing the required match to this grant program is one of the few steps available to 
us to address our pressing health and social services needs.
It is appropriate that the borough budget include an increased level of funding for fiscal 
year 2007 to match an increased state amount: very few efforts return a greater benefit 
to the taxpayers.
Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, or you may direct questions to 
Cheryl Keepers, who provides staff support to our Health & Social Services 
Commission, at 459-1474.
Sincerely,

V - ') ^Jim Whitaker, Mayor

mailto:niayoi@co.faiibanks.ak.us
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Mayor Mark Buyich Office o f  the M ayor

September 29, 2005

Commissioner Karlecn Jackson 
Department of Health & Social Services 
P.O Box 110601 
Juneau, AK 99811-0601

Re: Human Services Matching Grant

Dear Commissioner Jackson:

Congratulations on your new position as commissioner You arc certainly well versed in 
the social service and health arena That is why I know that you will understand why I 
am writing to request an increase in the state budget for the Human Services Matching 
Grant (HSMG) As you know, this program provides direct funds to the M unicipality of 
Anchorage, the Matanuska-Susitna and Fairbanks North Star Boroughs for essential 
human services State funding for this program has declined 43 percent since 2001 
although the needs have not

The current year budget amount is $1,235,300, allocated by population among the three 
communities In turn, each community matches their amount with 30 percent local cash, 
bringing the cash total to $1,764,714 Funds arc then allocated lo non-profit 
organizations that provide the services

Because grant funds are to nonprofit agencies that use volunteer labor and donated items, 
the IISMG funds provide many times their monetary value in services to needy Alaskans 
These grants save the state considerable money by providing scivices in a more cost 
effective manner Using nonprofits to deliver services adds more value to the grant 
Nonprofits use giant dollars to leverage other funds and in-kind donations The “return on 
investment” can be incredible

The needs continue to substantially increase, while dollars available to fund these vital 
health and human services continue to dramatically decrease T he amount of $1 2 million 
does not meet Anchorage’s human services needs Wc respectfully request the grant be 
increased to $3 million '1 his statewide amount that would allow each of us to meet the 
needs as presented to us in the most recent year

C o m m u n i t y ,  S e c u r i t y ,  P r o s p e r i t y



Commissioner Kailcen Jackson 
September 29, 2005 
Page -2 -

Last year, with the support of your office, the United Way o f Anchorage began 
administering the IISMG in Anchorage This is another example of the nonprofits 
stretching the grant monies even further Unfortunately, each year wc have been forced 
to eliminate or drastically reduce programming as a result of the continuing decrease in 
amount of HSMG funds available The local communities are good stewards of these state 
funds Our community partners make every ef fort to ensure that these monies arc used in 
cost-effective manners to target the greatest needs in our communities.

My administration continues to be supportive of the IISMG and will continue to with the 
30 percent match necessary to obtain this grant. An increase in the amount allocated to 
the three communities will provide essential funds that are the safety net of the poor and 
vulnerable in Alaska.

As you are beginning the budget process for Fiscal Year 2007,1 am grateful for your 
effort in securing the continuance of the HSMG and would appreciate your support in this 
requested increase for the three communities Please do not hesitate to contact me or my 
staff assistant, Diane DiSanto at 343-7105, with any questions I look forward to working 
with you in your new capacity as commissioner

Mayor



M ATA NUSKA-SUS ITNA  B O R O U G H
Borough Manager’s Office

350 East Dahlia Avenue • Palmer, AK 99645 
Phone (907) 745-9689 • Fax (907) 745-9669

September 29, 2005

Commissioner Karleen Jackson 
Department o f  Health and Social Services 
P.O. Box 110601 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0601

Dear Commissioner Jackson:

Please accept my congratulations on your new position as commissioner. I believe that your 
expertise in the health and social services field will be o f  great value to the citizens o f  Alaska.

On behalf o f the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, I strongly support the request by the Municipality 
o f Anchorage, the i-airbanks North Star Borough, and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough to 
increase funding for the Human Services Community Matching Grant Program.

During the brief time that the Matanuska-Susitna Borough has participated in the program, we 
have seen a 50 percent increase in the number o f  applications received and a 12 percent increase 
in requested funds. In FY06, the Human Services Citizens Advisory Committee recommended a 
cap o f $35,000 per program in an attempt to more equitably distribute funding. Even with the 
cap, we were not able to fully fund many critically needed programs because the need for 
services greatly exceeded available funds.

Rapid population growth is expected to continue in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and the need 
and demand for services arc great, as documented by the 2005 Mat-Su Community Assessment. 
Therefore, we are requesting an increase in HSMG funds and are committed to providing 
additional local matching funds so that these and other critically needed programs can be fully 
funded.

We respectfully request your consideration o f  the proposed funding increase from $1.2 million to 
$3 million and look forward to working with you for the continued benefit o f  our citizens. If  you 
have questions or would like additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (907) 
745-9869.

John Duffy, 
Borough Manager
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K e y B a n k

Te rry  B . Sm ith
Vico President 
Relationship Manager 
Commercial BonWng

KayBankliA.
MaHcodeAK-42-12-0401 
101 West Benson Blvd. S . 401 
Post Office Box 100420 
Anchorage, Alaska 99510-0420

April 13, 2006 907-564-0429 Wcfk 
907-564-0200 Fax 
907-230-6307 Cellular

Senate Finance Committee 

Via Fax (907) 465-2187

Sirs:

I write today to voice my support to fully fund power cost equalization in next year's operating budget.

I am employed by i seyBank and work as a corporate banker out of Anchorage. Over the years, my work in 
the corporate and public finance area gave me an intimate look at Irfe in rural Alaska. My clients encountor 
significant Irving and working challenges to sustain their lives and communities. As you are keenly aware, 
each dollar circulated In our A'askan communities has a multiplier effect, ft is no secret, this multiplier is more 
prone inced in smaller communities as money (oaves an economy. As fuel pneos climb, discretionary income 
evaporates, and with it, both jobs and sustainability.

Last December, e  ..<iyor of a small town I spoke wrth went for a number of months without pay to keep the 
electricity flowing in his community. At Issue, fuel costs eroded their available budget dollars. As I am 
learning, this sacrifice Is not an isolated event. Economic times are tough enough in rural A&ska, in this case, 
we should share the State’s  oil revenue with our friends and neighbors in our bush communities.

High fuel prices provide an unusual irony tar Alaska with its exceptional surpiusos and sacrifices. It is both r e  
best and worst of times. Fully funding PCE is an insignificant increase to the overall budget and, in my view, 
the hlgfiest and best use ol those funds The funds we send rhcugh PCI: are scale:’ to actua1 costs, they 
keep people workog, ouyng. and oharng their wealth wrth the rest of Alaska's transportation hubs. Please 
help provide this essential service and keep the power on in rural Alaska..

Aga n, Powor Cost Equalization (or bush residents makes a hugs difference for these residents at a modest 
annual cost to the State. The money tliey save on power bills is then available to spend elsewhere n our 
economy and keeps people employed. If we don't fully fund PCE, we all hurt. Wtxtn considering how powor 
cost equalization is set, please also consider elosoly matching tho PCE to the most recently confirmed 
purchase prices of fuel.

I urge you to tuify fund power cost equalization, and arn always available for any questions you may have.

vice President
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I was disappointed to read that the Senate Finance Subcommittee 
recommended cutting the funding for our wonderful public television and 
radio.

P lease reverse this stand. Almost nothing In that budget means more 
to me than helping Kakm and public radio continue at the present level.

The wonderful children's programs I was thaknkful for when my daughter 
was growing up, and now thankful that my granddaughter can enjoy and learn 
from them. The adult programs provide great evening entertainment, on a 
level far above what is available on regular channels.

In this age when we're growing concerned about our education ratings 
falling behind other countries, and violence and sex dominating so much of other 
lelevision, keeping public television and radio as appealing as possible is more 
Important than ever. Our long winters and isolated areas add to the Alaska need.

Programs like Frontline, Nova, American Experience, and the many 
special Alaska historical programs are great. And Public Radio broadens and 
deepens reports of world and Alaska news

1 feel KAKM already struggles to get donor contributions during many 
evenings devoted to fundraising, with the studio filled with enthusiastic 
volunteers taking tho calls. They are trying hard. P lease don't reduce what 
they are achieving.

I appreciate your attention to this matter, and hope you will support.

Katherine Parker 
907-262*4580
(An Alaskan for 54 years, Owner- 
operator of Soldotna Map Shop)

total p . 01
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"To Prosmn/tt and Prutmci th•» Right* And Ru&ources at Al**kn‘s Sport Fithvrmtn'

M arch 26, 2006

M s. S h a r  Sm ith  
H o u s e  F inance  C o m m i t te e  
S t a te  C ap ita i .  R o o m  5 1 9  
J u n e a u ,  Ak. 9 9 8 0  i -  f i 82

Re: B u d g e t  S u p p o r t  fo r  th e  A k. D iv is ion  o f  F ish  and  G a m e  

D e a r  M s .  Sm ith ,

P iease  fo r w a rd  a c o p y  o f  th is  l e t te r  t o  all F inance  C o m m it te e  m e m b e rs  T h e  A la sk a  C h a r te r  
A s so c ia t io n  s u p p o r t s  and  re c o g n iz e s  th e  n e ed  for a d e q u a te  fund ing  fo r  th e  A lask a  D iv is ion  o f  Fish an d  
G a m e .  Fish a n d  wildlife an d  the ir  u ses  a re  im p o r ta n t  t o  A la sk an s  and  t o  A l a s k a ' s  overa l l  ec o n o m y .
T h e  e c o n o m ie s  o f  m a n y  o f  o u r  c o as ta l  c o m m u n i t ie s  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  he a l th y  s to c k s  o f  fish and 
w« : and  a c c u ra te  a s s e s s m e n ts  In recen t  years ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  s t a t e ’s  financial c o m m i tm e n t  to  fish
a n d  wildlife h a s  lag ged .  T h is  re su i ted  in c u ts  t o  p ro g ra m s ,  especia i iy  in th e  a re a  o f  s to c k  a n d  
p o p u la t io n  a s s e s sm e n ts  th a t  a re  cr it ical to  su s ta in in g  y ie lds  an d  a p p r o p r i a t e  a l lo ca t io n  d e c is io n s  W e  
h a v e  a lso  seen  p ro v e n  m a n a g e m e n t  te c h n iq u e s  h a m p ered  d u e  t o  lack  o f  s u p p o r t in g  da ta

1 be l ieve  it is t im e to  invest in o u r  fish and  wildlife  r e s o u rc e s  to  a s s u re  th e y  c o n t in u e  to  p ro v id e  
the  benef i ts  A la s k a n s  e x p e c t  a n d  rely up on .  Additionally ,  for d e c a d e s ,  hu n te rs ,  t r a p p e rs ,  ang le rs ,  a n d  
co m m e rc ia l  f ishe rm en  h a v e  fu n d ed  a significant p o r t io n  o f f i s h  a n d  w i id i i fe  m a n a g e m e n t  in A lask a  
H o w e v e r ,  u n d e r  o u r  c o n s t i tu t io n ,  fish an d  wildlife  a re  re s e rv e d  to  t h e  p e o p le  in c o m m o n  it is on ly  fair 
th a t  e v e ry o n e  pay  to  sus ta in  and m a n a g e  th e se  p re c io u s  re s o u rc e s  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  s ign if ican t e c o n o m ic  
an d  social b e n e f i ts  th e y  p ro v id e  fo r  all A la sk an s

At th is  po in t ,  the  o n iy  w a y  to  a c c o m p lish  th a t  is t o  a p p ro p r ia t e  m o r e  ge n e ra l  fu n d s  lo r  th e  
A la sk a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  F ish  a n d  G a m e ’s b u d g e t .  W i th  the se  th o u g h ts  in m ind ,  1 a m  w r i t in g  to  ask  y o u r  
su p p o r t  o f  th e  A laska  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  Fish a n d  G a m e ’s FY 20G 7 b u d g e t  req ues t .  T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  
su p p o r t
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Carter Crawford
1117 M aple 99701 452-1395 3/25/06

Representative (.'ogliill’s ratiotiale fur not supporting lull funding of the S3m 
Comm unity M atching G rant is going to result in huge increases to the S ta te’s 11SSS 
Dept, he points to (lie state’s increases in fixed expenses for saslarics and ulitlies 
w ithout acknowledging every private and non profit has the same, and they do not 
have an oil windfall to cover expenses. I t  seems that he does nto full em brace the 
uniqueness of this grant; one which nctiinlll saves the state money, \ have said 
repeatedly it should be used as a model for all state expenses. The state puts tip 
grant money, the local community (FNSII) must mutch (30% in this ease and for 
adm in., accounting and legal), and the recipient receives money only based on 
ability to meet specific objectives and including a substantial m atch. O ver the eyars 
I have seen the match (in volunteer time and materials) be anyw here from 2 lo lOx 

; ' averaging over 4x w hat they receive. And these are all services that would 
otherwise be required by ihe state, at a cost of 4x what the non-profits provides it 
for (lower salaries, more targeting, faster service preventing m ore serious problem s, 
match). While the state complains about the rising costs of M edicare and M edicaid, 
here is a program  treating mental and physical health of everyone from children to 
seniors who otherwise will be medicare and or mcicaid patients.

O ur legislators have rcpetcdly asked form suggestions on w here to find money. 
Some very good ideas have been suggested but often overlooked. I have suggested 
on u nmerous occasions they raise the tines on certaion crim inal activities, especially 
1)1 JJ, and 1 see progress. But judges too often do not fully fund the fine, and never 
for underage drinking. Every first lime offense is furgiven S400 of the (he S60D 
often leaving $4000 on the (able a week in Ea riba riles alone. And worse, the repeat 
offenders are  being forgiven $500 of $1000.

It is extremely frustrating to see millions going out to state departm ents with very 
little oversight and far less cost effccliovencss and here sits a program  that is highly 
...a n d  the most cost effective means of reducing health and social service costs, and 
$43 is too much.
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LIO Fairbanks

F ro m :

T o :

Cc:

S u b je c t :

foo te  [ foote@ alaska.com ] 

LIO Fairbanks

S e n t: Frl 3 /1 7 /2 0 0 6  2 :08  PM

Budget C om m ents w ith  H ighlights

A t ta c h m e n ts :

I would like to encourage my legislators to consider two main things as they 
pass the current budget.

The first is to keep the Governors numbers for the Community Matching 
Grants. This is one of the most single important dollar coming to Fairbanks, 
not only for what it allows non-profits to provide to those in need, but 
also for how much they leverage those dollars into much more. These dollars 
also save us money in important but hard to measure prevention ways. Please 
don't reduce this amount.

Secondly, the University is an important economic engine for the entire 
State. The dollars discussed for UA also gets leveraged not only for those 
that receive the education ( I  provide health education to the most rural 
sites), but also as we write for more federal dollars. We are working with 
students who live and work in rural Alaska and who plan to stay there. This 
is critical to their economy and as they graduate they provide important 
services right where they live. This too saves the State money while 
contributing to it!

Thanks for your hard work, and remember the land, oil and gas belongs to all 
of us so don't let be given away to the wrong people.

Torie Foote

hitps://o\vu.k‘gis.slate.nLu.s/liiiefbx/liibox/IJudgel1'.' 2()C’omnu.,nts' ; ZOwitlP '< 201 liglilights.... 3/21/2006

mailto:foote@alaska.com
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AT&T ALASCOM COMMENTS BEFORE TI-IE 
HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE IN SUPPORT OP SB 157

Good afternoon, my name is William Saupc and I am with the Anchorage i«w 
firm of Ashburn & Mason. 1 have practiced law before the RCA and its predecessor, 
the APUC, since 1985. 1 am here today on behalf of AT&T Alascom. which strongly 
supports SB 15"\

AT&T Alascom believes that the proposed $3 million increase in the Regulatory 
Cost Charge is the most reasonable means of raising the funds necessary to upgrade the 
RCA’s computer systems. Our understanding is that the additional funds would be 
administered by a users' committee, made up of a broad spectrum of utility industry and 
public interest representatives, whose job will be to acquire and implement new and 
substantially improved computer systems that will allow for (I ) electronic submission 
of all filings made at the Commission. (2) improved internal tracking of open dockets, 
and (3) creation of a searchable data base of all documents on file at the Commission.

From AT&T Alascom’s perspective, these would all be major improvements that 
would greatly improve the agency's efficiency and enhance the consistency and quality 
of its orders. Just a s  important, it would save utilities substantial amounts of time, effort 
and money, by making filing and research easier and less lime consuming.

AT&T Alascom would like to see this project undertaken as soon as possible and 
all at the same time, if possible. It is concerned that if it is broken down into pieces or 
implemented in stages, there is a risk that momentum will be lost and perhaps even a 
risk that the various upgrades will not be properly coordinated.

For these reasons, AT&T Alascom urges you to pass SB 157 and to insure that 
the RCC increase is sufficient to fund the entire project that the user committee lias 
developed.

Thank you.

March lt>. 200r. I‘aue I i
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ALASKA ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS

A laska's IS regional Adult Basic Education (ABL) programs h aw  been progressive over the 
past year:

1. Village programs in the Northwest Arctic (Kotzebue Regional Adult Ldueation 
Program), on the North Slope, and in Bristol Bay h a w  expanded services through 
support from the Division ol’Public Assistance.

2. I he PI.ATO distance learning program has expanded to an additional live com m unities 
outside o f  Anchorage (Kodiak. I lomer. Soldotna. la irbanks. and Barrow). With support 
from Alaska Job Center Partners statewide. Nine Star Lnterprises has provided the 
training and licenses. Success S io n  : Two youth under age 20 in Brevig Mission studied 
using PLATO and completed the (iL I) and entered the Alaska Seal.ink Program in 
Ketchikan.

3. I lingil-l laida Central Council provided extra support lor regional adult education 
services in lour communities in Southeast Alaska through SLR R C 's Southeast Regional 
Adult Hducation Program.

4. I he Anchorage Regional Adult Ldueation Program increased the number o f  locations lor 
classes from 12 to 17 in 2005-2000.

5. In cooperation with the llu ild ingA laska\s II orkforce plan under the Alaska Department 
o f Labor, the Anchorage Regional Adult Ldueation Program offered a Construction
I ntdes Math Class during the winter quarter with 30 students cnro.lcd,

6. I he A leutian-Prihilof program with its far Hung population has 1.000 additional student 
hours due to the PI ATO program delivery with live new graduates.

7. I he Bristol Bay (Dillingham-based) Adult Ldueation Program lias shown educational 
gains as reported in this information sheet.

S. The number of ( ,LI) graduates increased in Alaska from 1,457 in 2002 (the year the 
test was updated) to l,64(» in 2005.

I )cspite these accomplishm ents, there is a critical lack o f  infrastructure in Adult Basic Ldueation. 
Lull time personnel are needed in every program to sustain the demand for basic skills se n  ices.
An exam ple o f  that demand is the increase in (iL I) grail nates in Anchorage lo 221 in the tall 
quarter 2005 from 154 in the fall quarter 2004.

. Itliili liusic Education is </ fundamental nccii if you  want lo />ui people in jobs. . Iml 
I Ye nitii/c this statement and  /  absolutely believe it w ith the ilata /  have been 
presented If nv  could provide sufficient U/ult liusic Education in the Slate ot 
llaska  u e n onld  have m o re . Ihtskans tilling more jobs than w ill be created by the 

simultaneous opening ot .1X11.1 A' and  the buihling of the gas pipeline... It \  a 
problem  much larger than the I 'niversity it w c are going to p u l . Ilaskans in fobs

I'Diversity o f Alaska President Mark Hamilton
Joint I in.mcc ( 'oinmiltces. Juneau. Alaska. I chruan >. 2005
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Some o f the following information was presented by the Alaska Department o f  l.ahor and 
W orkforce Development. Lmployment Security Division, in testimony to the House finance 
(. om m ittee on Labor this year.

The Challenge
• The National Adult Literacy Survey released on Decem ber I S. 2005 aflirm s the 

downturn in adult skills needed to qualify for entry level positions in construction trades, 
m ining, and health care.

• from  the 2000 census, the number o f  Alaskans without a high school diplom a required 
for most stable jobs is 57.000 people.

• Lmployers are finding increasing dissatisfaction w ith graduating students' level o f  
proficiency in meeting em ployability standards as documented by the 11.S. Cham ber o f 
Commerce.

• University o f  Alaska colleges must offer remedial courses to high school graduates that 
enroll in the university system.

Adult Basie Ldueation: A Success Story
• One measure o f the Adult Basic Ldueation Program is the number o f  (iL I) graduates. 

A veraging the past seven years statistics. GKO graduates account for more than 20% 
of the State of Alaska's high school graduates.

• I he Adult Basic Ldueation program is the state’s single largest source o f  high school 
diplomas.

Diplomas 2005 2(1114 2(111.1 2IIU2 200 2000 tW'l 100.x
lligll
SlIiimiI* 735U v.-*. 7 2on SI 7. it a. Stl . ti.045 SJ".. (. XI2 t. t.t.S Vi" t. X7(> t. lO(. \ll
t.t 1) 1.010 IK",, l.t.t.l IV"„ I.St.ll 1.457 I "(1 1 o 2,'X.i 2.iri 7 r'n 1.010 * 7o*• 1.040 :tr„
IOl.ll X '1‘it, S.*>51 ‘>.221) X IMS 0 s'lS x.7 4<t X '(S X I 'it
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• \ll students are asked to set goals for them selves when they enter the Adult Basie 
Ldueation Programs in Alaska. Below is a table showing goal com pletion in 1 Y(M.

Percentage ol l ull-1 ime S tudents  
A* hiev ini* I he ir  < leal * •

i
I ntel em ploynteil l  i (>2..V’..
Retain I m p loym ent 
< tblain a ( i l  l)I  -----   —
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* I •"M ol those the goal ol "e n te r  postsccoiufaiy ed uca t io n ,"  enrolled in the I Iniveiwtv of Alaska
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B udget Inc  le a s e  S u p p o r te d  by A lask a  A d u lt E d u c a tio n  A ssocia tion

A SI m illion  increase in State A B E/G ED  funding would provide:
•  A n additional 76.923 hours o l'd irect instruction.
• A n estim ated 21 additional teachers statew ide resulting  in an estim ated  increase o f  600 

G E D  high school graduates.

A dult Basic Education is Direct Service and reaches its target:
•  In FY 05. 91 .7  percent o f  the. s ta te 's  general fund m onies w ere d istribu ted  to 

local/ieg ional A B E providers through grant agreem ents.

F iscal Y e a r 04 05 06 07
G eneral Fund 1.570.5 1.558.6 1.565.0 2.571.1
f  ederal Funds 1.240.2 1.371.4 1.355.9 1.362.8
Total Funds 2.810.7 2.930.0 [J w INJ 3 .933 .9
I otal I lours o f  Instruction 158.284 159.170 161.500* 230.000**
h o f  G E D 's  Issued 1.661 1.646 1.700* | 2.300**

* E stim ate
** E stim ate  based upon additional S I .000 .000  with the result being 600  additional ( iE I )  
graduates. I he num ber o f  graduates derived is based on approxim ately  100 instructional hours 
per g raduate  over a three year period.

Thank you fo r  your support!

l o r  m o re  in fo rm a t io n  c o n ta c t :
Jan Pev ton. President. A laska A dult Education A ssociation
c o Kenai Peninsula C ollege. Kachem ak Bav Cam pus. 533 East P ioneer Av enue. I lom er. A laska 
99603. cell phone: 299-0153 or 235-5446 (ev enings). jaupcvton73 a a laska.net

David A lexander. A A EA  l egislative C om m ittee  Chair. N ine S tar E nterprises. A nchorage. 279- 
7827. dav ida o n inestar.com

Carin Sm olin . AAI A Board M em ber. Southeast Regional Adult Education Program s. SI KKC. 
Juneau . 5 8 6 -5 7 1«S. cat in sy  su  rc.org

Stale o f  A laska Adult Basic Education W ebsite: w w w .ajcn.state .ak .us a be

http://www.ajcn.state.ak.us
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Example o f  growth and improvement: Bristol Bay Adult Education

B risto l Bay R egional 
Prograin S tatistics

• A s o f  the 2000  census. 1.176 residents betw een the ages o f  IS and 44 do not have high 
school d ip lom as.

• 7-4° <» o f  studen ts served in 2005 began with a grade equivalency of5.X .

•  W ith a s ta ff  o f  15 part-tim e instructors. 4 part-tim e ( i l l )  exam iners, and one full tim e 
program  d irecto r. ABI-. ( iI: I) serv ices extend to 52 com m unities spread throughout an 
approx im ately  40 .000  square m ile area.

• Increasing direct instruction w ithin 
the 52 com m unities m akes a 
sign ilican t d ifference. $40 ,000  from 
A laska State D epartm ent o f  H ealth 
and Social Services. Public 
A ssistance W ork Serv ices Program  
received 12 05 provided funds to 
increase the num ber o f  part-tim e 
A B I7 (il I) instructors from  0 to 15.

Results:
• 12 04 - 60 studen ts served regionally
• 12 05 - 7 ‘> studen ts served regionally
• 2/04 - I ( i l l )  graduate
• 2 /05 2 ( iI• I ) g raduates
• 2 /06 II ( il I ) g raduates

w
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Bristol Bay Regional Adult Basic Eduation Program 
4th Quarter Comparison 2004 and 2005
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C a t h o l i c  C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e

Child C are & Family Resources

419 Sixth S tree t 
Ju n e a u ,  A laska 99801

(907) 463-6100 
(907) 586-9018 Fax 
mvw.ccsjuncuii.org

Hospice & Home Care of Juiicnu Southeast Senior Services

M arch 17 ,2006

T estim ony  fo r the H ouse F inance C om m ittee  
From: R osem ary H agevig , E xecu tive D irector

I w ould like to speak w ith you today about tw o m ajor com ponents that are  not included in 
the m ost recent version  o f  the H ouse H ealth  and Social Serv ices B udget D ocum ent for 
FY  2007.

First, I jo in  several o ther non-profit social services o rgan izations in A laska w ho are very  
concerned  that as o f  this June 30th, prevention and early  in tervention  serv ices for h igh- 
risk young fam ilies targeting  ch ildren  in the 0-10  age g roup will not exist. T he attached  
PH O EN IX  PR O G R A M  pilo t project proposal will provide a s tructu red  effective 
approach tow ard early  in tervention  alternatives for fam ilies. T he non-profit sec to r in ou r 
state provides a w ide array o f  “on the g round” grass roots serv ices that are tailored to 
address the im m ediate needs o f these ch ildren  and their parents and con tinues to be the 
first line o f  defense that can in tervene early  before a case escalates to the em ergen t need  
to m ove a fam ily  lo “open  case” sta tus at the O ffice o f  C h ild ren ’s Services. T he n o n ­
profit providers are m ore flexible, able to respond in a m ore tim ely  m anner and are less 
burdened by expensive bureaucracies. T he social serv ices non-profit o rgan izations in 
A laska are critical partners w ith O C S. W c continue to be the m ost effic ien t and 
econom ical m eans o f  delivery  o f effec tive  serv ices to fam ilies. A s agencies w ith m any 
years o f  experience in prov id ing  serv ices to the m ost needy in o u r  com m unities, w e see 
this pilot program  as a v iab le opportunity  to proactively  respond to fam ilies at sign ifican t 
risk o f  ch ild  abuse and neglect. W e w ould  appreciate your rev iew  o f  the attached copy  o f  
ou r proposal.

M y second request is that the full F inance C om m ittee consider re-insta ting  the 
D epartm en t’s request fo r $500,000 for the H ealthy M arriages Program . W e feel that 
there m ay have been insufficien t inform ation provided at the subcom m ittee  level fo r this 
program  to be identified as the "happy  coup les” program . As a recipient o f  a sm all 
$50,000 H ealthy  M arriages grant from  the D e p a r tm e n t, and 1 can  assure you that these 
funds have been very ju d ic io u sly  spen t assisting CCS in funding paren ting  classes, 
financial literacy classes, parent support groups, rela tionsh ip  gu idance fo r teen parents, 
and som e support for m ental health counseling  for very  needy fam ilies, m any o f  w hom  
arc hom eless. As is the case w ith all o f  o u r program s at C C S. ou r u ltim ate goal is to 
w ork with fam ilies as they strive tow ard  self-suffic iency  and security  fo r their ch ild ren , 
and these lim ited funds have becom e an essential tool in achiev ing  these outcom es.

I i i l l i  il \Vii> M rm lirr \|:i no



THE PHOENIX PILOT PROJECT:
STRENGTHENING ALASKA’S FAMILIES

B a c k g ro u n d : This p ro jec t is the result o f  a statew ide effort to im prove ou tcom es for 
fam ilies in A laska that struggle w ith  dom estic violence, substance abuse, m ental health  
issues, and o ther barriers to  effective parenting. The Phoenix P ilo t P ro jec t is the 
culm ination o f  m any m onths o f  p lanning and discussion w ith the O ffice o f  C h ild ren ’s 
Services, the D ivision o f  Public  A ssistance, and com m unity  serv ice  agencies w orking 
w ith fam ilies th roughout the  state.

The Phoenix  Pilot P roject seeks to  strengthen and preserve A lask a’s fam ilies  and break 
the generational fam ily  cycles in fam ilies who m ay be at-risk for c h ild  abuse and neglect 
but w ho w ould  o therw ise not be served by  existing program s. It p rov ides w rap-around  
services to address m ultip le  stressors affecting fam ilies through d iffe ren t levels o f  care. It 
is intended to break dow n silos betw een service providers and in tegrate  fam ily  services.

P R O G R A M  N E E D S

In FY 2005, there w ere approxim ately  9 ,500 reports o f  harm  reported  to  the O ffice o f  
C hildren’s Serv ices sta tew ide. A lm ost 30%  o f  these reports (2 ,598) w ere  “screened  ou t” 
and not investigated . E vidence suggests that m any o f  these calls  include p ienatal 
exposure to alcohol/drugs, hom clessncss, lack o f  m edical care fo r ch ild ren , o r  poor 
school a ttendance. W hile these fam ilies arc technically  screen-outs, it is c lear that m any 
o f  them are in need o f  som e type o f  intervention to address the  underly ing  issues.

The Phoenix Pilot P roject provides ipport and intervention as needed  to fam ilies w ho 
have been identified  by:

•  the O ffice o f  C h ild ren ’s Services
•  the D ivision o f  Public A ssistance
• sta tew ide m edical providers
•  local com m unity  service providers

G O A L S  A N D  O B J E C T IV E S : S T R E N G T H E N IN G  F A M IL IE S

V ision: The Phoenix Pilot P roject keeps children safe and in healthy  env ironm en ts by 
supporting parents. Serv ices are provided by agencies that have an in tegrated , 
com prehensive fam ily approach  serv ing  fam ilies w ith ch ildren  o f  all ages.

T a rg e t P o p u la tio n : Fam ilies w ith children prenatal to age 10 w ho are  a t-risk  o f  child  
abuse and neglect, nearing  the lim it on state T A N F benefits, o r  iden tified  by m edical and 
com m unity  service p roviders.

T he referral process is inclusive of:
• Screen-out referrals from  O C S
• Referrals from m edical and o ther com m unity  providers
• Division o f  Public  A ssistance (fam ily  service team s)

Revised 2-24-06 with I Ip-Dated Pilot Project Program Description I



THE PIIOENIX PILOT PROJECT-
STRENGTHENING ALASKA’S FAMILIES

S erv ice  A re a :  T he Phoenix Pilot P ro ject w ill serve the entire  state o f  A lask a  w ith  
services b ased  out o f  five regional sites, d em o te  and isolated com m unities that have 
trad itionally  been neglected by early  in tervention  program s can benefit fro m  T ie r 1 and 
T ier 2 serv ices (see Program Implementation below) m ade available th rough  the regional 
sites. The regions represented are listed  below  along w ith the an tic ipa ted  regional site:

R egion R eg io n a l S ite
Southeast Juneau
N orthern Fairbanks
Southcentral Kenai
A nchorage A nchorage
M atanuska-Susitna V alley W asilla

G o a ls : T he goals o f  the Phoenix  Pilo t P ro ject are to:

1. R educe risks (substance abuse, m ental health, fam ily  v iolence) fo r h igh  risk  
fam ilies and reduce num ber: o f  p ro tective service reports to O C S

2. A ssist DPA  in p rovid ing  transitional services to T A N F  fam ilies
3. R educe fam ily stress identified  by  com m unity  and m edical p rov iders

O b jec tiv es :
•  Incicase p aren ting  skills
•  Im prove relationship  sk ills
•  Identify  and enhance natural supports
•  Enrich hom e env ironm ent and safety
•  Increase fam ily  se lf-su ffic iency
•  Im prove financial literacy  fo r high risk fam ilies

O u tco m es: O utcom es for the pro ject a re  concrete, m ear arable and specific . T hey  arc:

1. Form al D ata A nalysis a t 6, 12,18 and 24 m onth in tervals tha t specifically
identifies num bers o f  fam ilies receiving services through pro ject agencies
that arc  not subsequen tly  referred  to O C S for further ac tion  by  ch ild  
protective serv ices - (S ee  attached D ocum ent #1)

2. two m onths afte r contact by  the Phoenix  Pilot Project, 50%  o f  fam ilies 
will report engagem ent in referral serv ices w hen availab le

3. 60%  o f  fam ilies w ill engage in hom e visiting  services w hen appropriate
4. pilot p ro ject agencies will respond to 100% o f  referrals from  O C S, DPA, 

m edical and com m unity  providers
5. 75%  o f  fam ilies w ill report im provem ent in issues related  to referral (Sec 

attached  D ocum ent U2)

P R O G R A M  IM P L E M E N T A T IO N : P ro ject services include a sing le  p o in t o f  en try  
w ith a three-tiered approach  to in tervention . Referral from a com m unity  p artner w ill 
include a screening  tool p rov ided  by  the pro ject. Based on the screen , an in take

Revised 2'24-06 with I J D a t e d  Pilot Project Program Description 2



THE PHOENIX PILOT PROJECT:
STRENGTHENING ALASKA’S FAMILIES

coordinator determ ines the level o f  service required. Three levels o f  s e rv ic e  ex ist based 
on the in take  screening:

T ie r  1: P hone call to fam ily by  intake coordinator. S erv ices in c lu d e :
•  d iscussion o f  reason for referral from  O C S/D PA
• general resource sharing and referrals to  ap p ro p ria te  program s
•  follow -up contact w ithin tw o m onths

T ie r  2: Phone call to  fam ily by intake coord inator fo llow ed b y  d ire c t referrals to 
com m unity  serv ice agencies. Services include:

•  d iscussion o f  reason for referral from  com m un ity  pa rtne rs
•  targeted resource sharing
•  active referrals to com m unity  agencies
•  follow -up contact w ithin tw o m onths

T ie r  3 : Phone call to  fam ily by agency intake personnel, fo llo w ed  b y  fam ily 
assessm en t and offer o f  hom e visiting. Services include:

•  d iscussion  o f  reason for referral from  co m m un ity  partners
•  in-depth assessm ent o f  fam ily  stress
•  goal-orien ted  hom e visits to provide support and education
• targeted  resource sharing
•  active referrals and collaboration w ith c o m m u n ity  partners
•  fo llow -up contact w ithin tw o m onths fo llow ing  fina l hom e visit

P ro g ra m  C o m p o n e n ts : Tne pro ject m ay include any o f  the fo llow ing  com ponents:
•  Paren ting  curriculum /classes referral
•  F inancial literacy  classes referral
•  R elationship  skill building activities
•  Parent m entoring/parent support activ ities
•  S creen ing  for developm ental delays
•  H arm  reduction/refcrrals/safety  plans
• B reaking  generational fam ily cycles (risk)
• C onnecting  fam ilies to support/services
•  A ddressing  substance abuse, m ental health  issues and do m estic  vio lence 

leading  to child  abuse and neglect

P R O G R A M  E V A L U A T IO N : All services arc accountable to the p ro g ram  outcom es 
listed above. In short, each tie r is accountable to specific  ou tcom e m easu res depending  
on the in tensity  o f  services:

T ie r  1: T ier 1 serv ices will be accountable to outcom es U 1, 2 ,4 ,  5
T ie r  2: T ier 2 serv ices will be accountable to outcom es it 1, 2 ,4 ,  5
T ie r  3: T ier 3 serv ices will be accountable to outcom es H 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Revised 2-24-06 with Up-Paled Pilot Project Program Description 3



BUDGET: The Phoenix  Pilot Project w ill serve the entire state o f  A laska in the five 
identified  reg ions w ith a budget o f  $1.5 m illion .

THE PHOENIX PILOT PROJECT:
STRENGTHENING ALASKA’S FAMILIES

Revised 2-24-06 with Up-Dated Pilot Project Program Description A



THE PIIOENIX PILOT PROJECT:
STRENGTHENING ALASKA’S FAMILIES

D o c u m e n t  1

Subsequent Protective Service Reports/OCS cases opened/rem oval/custody

Fam ily 6 Months 12 Months 18 M onths 24 Months
Fam ily  1
Fam ily  2
Fam ily  3
Fam ily  4
Fam ily  5
Fam ily  6
Fam ily  7
Fam ily  8
Fam ily  9
Fam ily  10
Fam ily  11
Fam ily  12
Fam ily  13
Fam ily  14
Fam ily 15
Fam ily  16
Fam ily  17
Fam ily  18
Fam ily 19
Fam ily 20
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Early intervention success is measured by: comparing the num ber o f  
children/families referred and subsequently entering active status with OCS 
to those children and families referred to agencies and receiving some level 
o f  inteivcntion services as identified in this proposal and not requiring 
additional attention from OCS during the pilot period.
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THE PIIOENIX PILOT PROJECT:
STRENGTHENING ALASKA’S FAMILIES

D o c u m e n t  2

Analysis o f  Services Received by Families Served Leading to Increased 
Stability/Self-Sufficiency

F am ily 6 M onths 12 M onths 18 M onths 24  M onths

Fam ily  1
Fam ily  2
Fam ily  3
Fam ily  4
Fam ily  5
Fam ily  6
Fam ily 7
Fam ily 8
Fam ily  9
Fam ily  10
Fam ily 11
Fam ily  12
Fam ily 13
Fam ily 14
Fam ily 15
Family 16
Fam ily 17
Family 18
Family 19
Family 20

Revised 2-24-06 with Up-Dated Pilot Project Program Description 6



Table S-1
Summary o f Estimated Beneficial and Adverse Impacts o f P roposed Project Alternatives8

Factors
Alternatives

No
Action 2B 3 4A 4B 4C 4D

Cost Factors
Initial Capital Costs ($ 
million) 0 $258 $268 $131 $142 $111 $103

30-Year Life Cycle Costs1 
($ million) $267 $352 $375 5495 $482 $326 $313

Annual Maintenance and 
Operations Costs 
(Smillions)

$10.2 $9.0 $9.2 $16.6 515.5 $11.6 $11.3

Not Present Value* (S 
millions) 0 $70 $?2 -$56 -$23 -557 S3

Purpose and Need Factors
Projected Summer 
Capacity to Skagway 
(vehicles per dayl

71 636 408 223 227 149 203

Projected Summer 
Capacity to Haines 
(vehicles per day)

96 544 1,008 229 284 154 208

Summer Travel Time -  
Auke Bay to Skagway5 
(hours)

3.8/9 1 3.0 4.2 4 1/9.1 3.8/9 1 6.3/9 1 5 3/9.1

| Summer Travel Tim e-  
i Auke Bay to Haines5 
| (hours)

3.5/7.1 2.5 2.9 3.8/7.1 3.5/7.1 6 0/7.1 50/7.1

f Number of Ferry Round­
ly trips/Weok -  Auke Bay to 

Skagway (Summer)
7 42 42 16 16 9

16
Number of Ferry Round- 
trips/Week -  Auke Bay to 
Haines (Summer)

8 56 84 16 30 9 16

Net State Cost Over 35- 
Year Analysis Poriod 
(Smillions)

$61 S88 $86 $98 594 578 , $70

Net State Cost per vehicle $45 $15 $18 $46 $37 551 $36
Total / Out-of-Pocket User 
Costs -  Junoau/Skagway4

$237/
$237

577/
$51

5111 
/$ 85

S261 / 
$261

$174/
$163

$237/
5237

$160/
S149

Total / Out-of-Pockot User 
Costs -  Juneau/Haines4

$180/
$180

$60/
S34

570/
545

$198/
5198

$124/
$113

$180/
S180

114/
$103

Employment and Population Impacts
Juneau

Now Local Employment 
(2038) 0 200 70 45 90 0 30

Population Increase (2038) 0 300 100 70 140 0 45
Skagway

New Local Employment 
(2038) 0 55 0 10 15 0 0

Population Incroaso (2038) 0 /u 0 10 20 0 0

8 Initial capital costs (those costs required to d o s ijn  end cortslruct the alternative) havo been updated to 200r dollars All 
other costs remain In 2004 dollars as expressed In tho Supplomontnl Draft EIS and appendices

Juneau Accoss Improvements Projoct S -19  Final Environmental Impact Statement
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Mary Hakala 
House Finance Testimony 3 /17 /.06

Juneau schools face over $2 million in cuts unless the Alaska State Legislature 
increases funding beyond the Governor's $90 million. Estimated impacts:

* Class sizes will increase

C u rre n t P ro je c te d

Avc. Class Size________ Ave class s ize (0 6 -0 7  school ye a r)

K-2 22:1 25:1
3 -5  25:1 26:1

6-8  30:1 31.5:1

9-12 30:1 31.8:1

* Instructional materials for students will diminish

Examples: T h e re  has been no budge t f o r  rep lacing aging te x tb o o k s  f o r  a t  least fo u r  years. M y son's 

H igh School Advanced Biology te x t  is 15 years  old. In c re a se d  cos ts  o f  photocopying w ill pu t a large  

den t in m a te ria ls  purchasing power n e x t ye a r f o r  each school, and fu r t h e r  d im inish purchasing 

power.

* New services/programs are vulnerable

New s tu d e n t-c e n te re d  program s - like  e lem entary a r t  - may be e lim ina ted . Counseling fo r  e lem entary 

s tu d e n ts  -  p rev ious ly  funded  w ith  c fe d e ra l g ra n t which is ending - may be su b s ta n tia lly  c u rta ile d ,
f o r  lack o f  funds. Remedial tu to r in g  to  p repa re  s tu de n ts  f o r  th e  high school e x it exam may be a

th ing  o f  th e  past. Innova tions , which have been in th e  w orks  a t th e  H igh School to  add ress  th e  

te r r ib le  d rop  ou t ra te , may fa lte r .

No matter how you calculate it, Juneau will be making cuts to services and programs 
for students next school year unless s ta te  funding is increased.

Juneau c itiz e n s  a lready  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  cap w ith  local p ro p e r ty  ta x  do lla rs , l ocal d o lla rs  

re p re se n ts  43%  o f  th e  Juneau school budget. In  a dd itio n , 1herc  r  trem endous com m unity support 

fo r  a th le t ic s , a r ts  and s tu d e n t in it ia tiv e s . However, th e re  is  a lim it  on th e  capac ity  o f  any 

com m unity to  increase  o r susta in  th is  level o f fund ra is ing  and fin an c ia l support fo r  i ts  you th ,

Alaska is wealthy. Alaska can afford to increase funding for schools. Scrimping and 
cutting and squeezing is .ounterproductive and D IM INISHES the quality of 
learning opportunities for our kids.



P  A  c r p

OF A M
DEPT. OF H EA LTH  AND S O C IA L  SERVICES

Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drny Abuse 
Alaska Menial Health Board

Frank II. Mtirkawski, GOVERNOR

P.O. BOX I / 060ft 
JUNEAU; AK mil-OG0S 
RHONE: (907);165-8920 
FAX: 465-4410

M arch 17. 2006

Testim ony to the Mouse F inance C om m ittee 
HB 365/1 IB 366

Bring The K ids 1 lom e (BTKI I) is an initiative developed by the D epartm ent o f  1 leallh and Social 
Services and the A laska M ental I leallh  Trust A uthority to im prove serv ices and outcom es for 
severely em otionally  disturbed A laskan  youth by keeping them  at hom e so they can re eive the 
help they need in their ow n com m unities w hile close to their ow n fam ilies. O utcom e data from 
the Division o f  Behavioral I leallh show s that BTKI I efforts are  succeeding  - the num ber o f  kids 
being sent to treatm ent facilities in the low er 4N has dropped by over 5% . T h is  is better for the 
kids, for their fam ilies and for the sta te ’s M edicaid bottom  line.

G overnor M urkow ski picked up the ball and proposed a budget package to support continued 
efforts to Bring and keep the K ids 1 lome. I low ever. the 1)1 ISS Finance Subcom m ittee has 
recom m ended reductions that elim inai • a crucial piece o f  the package -  se r\ ices for youth and 
their fam ilies designed to prevent o u t ' /s ta te  placem ent from every happening . I he G overnor’s 
request for $1.25 m illion to increa com m un ity  Behavioral Health C enter funding will enhance 
the capacity o f  these agencies to v  rk with fam ilies and youth at risk o f  being referred to 
expensive out-of-state  or out-of-region residential care. I hcsc youth are o 'ten  not eligible lor 
M edicaid-funded services, so the C enters m ust currently  absorb  the cost o f  th \se services within 
their d im inish ing  state grant funding. This funding will provide these very troubled children 
services in their hom e com m unity  to keep them  at hom e. and. i f  they m ust be re I erred out to 
residential treatm ent, will provide a m ore effective continuity  o f  care for transition  lo and 
discharges from  that treatm ent.

Please m aintain the B I KII m om entum . We are concerned that unless you fully fund B I Kl I 
efforts the in itiative will be less successful, and m ore kids will be sent out ol state to distant and 
expensive residential care. Please do ih t jeopard ize  the BI Kl 1 efforts, but ensure their 
continuing success by reinstating $1.25 for essential m ental health serv ices at home.

Sineerelv.

Angela M. Salerno. A dvocacy C oordinator
Alaska M ental I Icalth Board
\dv iso ry  Board on A lcoholism  and Drug Abuse
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A l a s k a  B a p t i s t  F a m i l y  S e r v i c e s
lOOO O'Matey Road. Ancteraft.Alaika 99307 (907) 3*9-7171 

Main Line: 349-2222 F<w Line: 349-5335 EmoJ: «kftmllia@*cl.od

March 16.2006 . ™ .($r%* A f’vv

Houso Finance 
Alaska State Cepital 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Rep res no (wives,

This letter It to i upport the fall folding for the governor's request for tho Bring The K ldi Home Initiative. Bring The Kids Home (BTKH) 
is apian developed by the Department ol Hcahh and Social Services and the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority to improve services and 
outcomes for severely emotionally disturbed Alaskan youth. Governor Murkowslri has developed a budget package to support continued 
Bring The Kids ricme efforts. Already, BTKH efforts are succeeding and more kidb are being saved  in state. The distinct number of cntt-of- 
state ( 0 0 ° ' • ' J:ntial psychiatric treatment crater (RPTC) Medicaid recipients decicaaed 5.1% in FY2005 - the first decrease in the OOS 
RPTC population since 1998. However, without foil funding to adequately implement all o f  the BTKH strategies; wc cannot expect to 
continue to achieve the results necessary to be successful.

The DH5S Subcommittee of the House Finance Committee has proposed cuts to the FY07 Governor's proposed budget that are critical to the 
success o f  the Bring the Kids Horns (BTKH) Initiative. Full funding of this initiative will halp prevent placements o f ov»r 600 Alaskan youth 
annually in out-of-state care and to provide services closer to tholr home, $40 million dollars a year is spent on these out of state placements,
ottan when a lower level of care (mid less cost to the Stoto) would have beeu more appropriate.

B ring the  K ids H om e F Y 07

O p g a tin g  B u d g et - T o ta l Funds

H H n  D JIS S  S ubcom m  actions 2 /2 8 /0 6  

C o m p o n en t S b o r lD tv r ip t io n O oY troo r

T o ta l F u n d s  

H P in  

S u b co m m ittee d i t f

I bch ttv  H ealth  A dm in G a tek eep in g  fu o c tio a j • R eg io n al p lac em e n t C om m ittees 2 9 0 .0 -2SXJ.0

2 SE D  Y outh B T K H  E xpansion  • insta te  te rv k e S  4 . c ap ac ity  d evelopm ent 2 ,1 2 0 .0 87 0 .0 -1 .1 5 0 0

3 S E D  Y ou th B T K H  • d a ta  co llection 30 .0 50 .0

4 D JJ/P ro U d io n  S erv ices G atekeep ing  fc n c tic n r  -  R eg ional p lacem en t C om m ittees 2 0 0 .0 -W P.0
5 O C S /M in tfc m rn t G a tek eep in g  func tions -  R egion*] p lacem en t C om m ittees 2 0 0 .0 •200.0
6 O C S M edical d F.xp«nd B ehav ioral R e lu b  S e rv ice r (T3RS) 2 .5 0 0 .0 2 .5 0 0 .0

T O T A L 3 3 6 0 .0 3 .4 2 0 0 .1 3 4 0 .0

TOP PRIORITY AMENDMENT
hxn2:RFJNSTA TE GO VBRNOR S  PROPOSE D SUP PORI FOR INSTATE SERVICE CAPACITY
V/ithin the * i .tor's PY07 budget BTKH budget expansion described above is $J 25  million to fnaea.se Community Behavioral Health 
Cantor funding. This will enhance their capacity to work with families and youth »t risk o f being referred to expensive out-of state or out-of- 
rtgiou residential caru. Funding provides services Ln their home community to keep them at home, and if referred out to residential treatment 
provides raoro effective continuity o f care for transitions to and discharges from that treatment The youth arc commonly not eligible for 
Medicaid-funded services at this point, ao the Centers must absorb the cost of these services within their diminishing state grant fondiitg.

PRIORITY AMENDMENT
REINSTATE GOVERNOR‘S PROPOSED SUPPORT FOR “GATEKEEPING " FUNCTIONS IN PLACEMENT COMKilTTLSS 

This fond log provider adequate staff resources to ensure a stain review o f youth who arc n< risk for placcrocu-s ho cxpenaivn high level* of 
care, such os rrslduntisl p*ychlatrlc treutmeirt canters often outside of tbeir home community or Immediate rogioa DHSS Is curicntiy 
Lnxliang the oeat model for Iblx gale keeping function. This funding Is eccentlal to m u re  that youth are not referred to higher lovels u f cu/o 
whan lowur l*Vels o f care or outpatient car* in their hornu commnnity would have been appropriate.

Sincerely,

Jajijjrity QuaSty /[(tountdHJily Spiritual' ly
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House Finance 
Alaska State Capital 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Marcli 16, 2006

Dear Representatives,

This letter is to support the Department of Hoahh and Social Services (DHSSJ 2007 budget request for an 18% rate  increase for 

Behavioral Rehabilitation Service providers. These providers have not received a rate Increase since the HRS program Inception in 

2000 and this increase is a much nocded step in tbo righr direction. Today we are at a breaking point and I fear if small non-profits

children in need.

Providers throughout the stale have not been compensated at tho necessary level to provide the neceiary  care and have maintained

the cost to provide care to our consumers. For example, from FY 2003 to FY 2004 Alaska Baptist Family Services (ABFS) 

workman's compensation rates increuaed 117% with the last two years also seeing increases ovsr 50%. The rising cost ofmcdica) 

insurance has only been maintained by the agency cutting benefits or shifting the cost to employees. In addition, ABFS employees 

have not had a coct oflWIng Increase in their wages since FY 2001 because of financial constraints. Agencies, such as ABPS. cannot 

continue to shift money away from administrative functions or programs will suffer.

1 am currently serving as Executive Director o f AlJFS which has a rich history o f serving Alaska's children In nood beginning in IM8 

as mi orphanage, in response to the diphtheria outbreak. For the last 30 years ABFS has varv&d emotionally disturbed children who 

require residential treatment. Pk-oie help us to continue our important work as we partner with the Mate to serve Alaska't children by 

supporting the D ltSS 2007 budget request to increase Behavioral Rehabilitation Services and provide a ra<* iixreaw  for the stale's

providers.

arc not adequately reimbursed for the service* they are providing to the stale’s children some providers will n o t survive, It is 

imperative that the State o f  Alaska properly fund and expand existing serviocs o f providers who have succeeded in caring for Alaska’s

quality care by shifting money away from necessity administrative functions. At the same time, wo have seen dramatic inaea ie . in

Sincerely,

Lorie Mon is

JlcanMuh&ty Syirtduukry



A l a s k a  T r a i l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n
130 Seward St,. No, 211 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 586-9400 
(907) 506-4473 Fax

M arch 17, 2006

Representative M ike Chenault, Co-Chair 
R epresentative Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair 
H ouse Finance 
A laska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK 99811

D ear R epresentatives Chenault, M eyer, and Com m ittee M em bers:

I ’d like to m ake you aware o f  concerns o f  the Alaska T railers A ssociation (A TA ) with regard 
to o.iurt and long term  state o f  A laska Departm ent o f  Fish and G am e’s lA D FG ) operating 
b udget ATA supports general fund increases for all divisions o f  ADFG.

ATA represents hook and line salm on fisherm en operating in Southeast A laska. W ith over 
2600 perm it holders, Lhe troll lleet is one o f the largest in the state. The fleet is 85%  resident 
and a large num ber o f  trailers live in rural com m unities.

ADFG com m ercial fisheries division began experiencing deep budget cuts in 1986. Since that 
tim e, increased research and m anagem ent burdens have been placed on the agency, yet the 
general fund com ponent o f  its budget has been further reduced or, a t best, level funded with no 
account for rising  costs. A D FG ’s inability to m aintain, much less grow , its budget in the face 
o f  addiiiunaJ workload has reduced its ability to keep and attract staff.

Since 1986 , the state has received large sum s o f  federal m oney, due to the Pacific Salm on 
Treaty (Treaty) and a series o f  federal m andates to m eet US Treaty goals and objectives.
This m oney has helped to  m itigate the loss o f  state general fund m oney in the Southeast 
Region. At this time, federal money is funding roughly ha lf o f  lhe Southeast Region budget.

For many years, our association has expressed concern about the level o f  reliance the state has 
placed on federal money to finance m anagem ent o f  our s ta te ’s resources. O bviously, unfunded 
federal m andates arc unacceptable and states should not be required to pay the cost o f  m eeting 
com nuunents m ade by the US government. The problem  is that chronic under-funding o f  die 
general fund com ponent o f the budget has forced AD1-G to becom e increasingly reliant on 
federal funds lo secure core staff and program s. Now that federal m oney is at a prem ium , it is 
not unlikely that all ADFG regions could suffer i f  federal m onies arc lim ited and ADFG 
struggles to do too much w ith too little.

O r  significant concern this year is im pending loss o f  essential fish and game s ta ff  through 
retirem ent or recruitm ent by other entities. By the end o f 2006. on the precipice o f  crucial 
Pacific Salm on Com m ission, our region could lose up to eight people who deal w ith key 
Treaty issues. M any o f  them arc high level fishery m anagers and scientists, with few qualified 
replacem ents w aiting in the wings. In a state with the wealth o f  Alaska and significant financial
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bolstering by the federal governm ent, it is incredible that the budget has not provided the 
m eans to  hire and train the am ount o f  s ta ff  necessary' to cope with the current wave o f  
‘boom er’ retirem ent. The loss o f  qualified personnel a t AD FG could lead to reductions in our 
base o f  know ledge and institutional m em ory, m ore restrictive m anagem ent, and reductions in 
our ability lo negotiate beneficial T reaty agreem ents. Given the taxes paid by our industry, this 
situation could mean a direct loss o f  revenue for the state.

The task  is on your shoulders to forge a m eaningful solution to the sta te ’s budget problem s and 
w e appreciate the enorm ity o f  som e aspects. How ever, we urge you to take action now  with a 
long term  view  tow ards the future o f  m anagem ent in our highly resource reliant state. I f  you 
d o n ’t, the costs could be enorm ous lo our com m unities and the state.

A T A  is proud o f  A D FG and its outstanding track record o f  resource m anagem en t The seafood 
industry and m ost AJaskan com m unities depend on A D FG ’s continued ability to sustain 
healthy fisheries resources.

The c ^ fb o d  industry is still the second largest revenue generator for the state and its 
com m unities. A laskan’s trom all w alks o f  life benefit from healthy fish and game resources.
It m akes both com m on and econom ic sense to  invest in ADFG.

It is our hope that you will find the m eans to adequately fund A D FG  to ensure m anagem ent, 
research, and developm ent o f  our resources, as well as provide em ploym ent packages that 
attract new  personnel o f  the high caliber wc are used lo w orking with.

I f l  can be o f  assistance on this o r o ther m atters, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely.

Dale Kelley 
Executive D irector

/



DEPT. O F  H E A L T H  A N D  S O C IA L  S ER V IC E S

Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drny Abuse 
Alaska Menial Health Board

/'.(). BOX 110608 
JUNEAU, AK 99811-0608 
PHONE: (W7) 465-8920 
FAX: 465-4410

M arch 17 ,2006

Testim ony to  the H ouse Finance C om m ittee 
MB 365/1 IB 366

Bring The Kids Hom e (B TK H ) is an ?■ 'na tive  developed by the D epartm ent o f  H ealth and Social 
Services and the A laska M ental I-Iealt1* T rust A uthority  to im prove sen d ees  and outcom es for 
severely em otionally  disturbed A laskan youth by keeping them  at hom e so they can receive the 
help they need in their ovvr. com m unities w hile close to their own fam ilies. O utcom e data from 
the D ivision o f  Behavioral Health show s that BTKH efforts are succeeding  - the num ber o f  kids 
being sent to treatm ent facilities in the low er 48 has dropped by over 5% . T his is better for the 
kids, for their fam ilies and for the s ta te 's  M edicaid bottom  line.

G overnor M urkow ski picked up the ball and proposed a budget package to support continued 
efforts to Bring and keep the K ids I lom e. I low ever. the I )I ISS Finance Subcom m ittee  has 
recom m ended reductions that elim inate a crucial piece o f lh c  package -  serv ices for youth and 
their fam ilies designed to prevent out o f  state placem ent from every happening. I he G overnor’s 
request for $1.25 m illion to increase C om m unity  Behavioral Health C enter funding will enhance 
the capacity  o f  these agencies to work w ith fam ilies and youth at risk o f  being referred lo 
expensive out-o l-statc  o r out-of-region residential care. I hese youth arc often not eligible for 
M edicaid-funded services, so  the C enters m ust currently absorb  the cost o f  these s e n  ices w ithin 
their d im inish ing  suite grant funding. I his funding will provide these very troubled children 
services in their hom e com m unity  to keep them at hom e. and. 4 ' they m ust be referred out to 
residential treatm ent, will provide a m ore effective continuity  o f  care for transitions to and 
discharges from that treatm ent.

Please m aintain the BTKH m om entum . W e are concerned that un less you fully fund B I K ll 
efforts the in itiative will be less successful, and m ore kids will be sen t out o f  state to distant and 
expensive residential care. I’lease do  not jeo p ard ize  the BTKH efforts, but ensure their 
continuing success by reinstating SI .25 for essential m ental health services at hom e.

Sincerely.

A ngela M. Salerno. A dvocacy C oordinator
A laska M ental Health Board
A dvisory Board on A lcoholism  and D rug A buse
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M arch 17,2006

Dear Representative Jim I lolm:

I nm writing to request that $750,000 in the Governor’s proposed budget lor lhe 
recom m endations o f  the Ready to Read, Ready to Learn Task. Force be reinstated in the 
budget under the Department o f  Rducation and Harly Development.

Too many Alaskan children arc entering the schools a .kindergarten and first grade 
unprepared to begin reading and learning. This is an issue because kids that start school 
* i ' ‘.id their peers tend to slay behind. Further, assessments done by schools statewide 
show that in Alaska the situation is steadily growing worse.

Across the notion, other stales arc investing in early childhood education because the age 
o f  0-6 is a critical window o f opportunity for a child when it comes lo learning. Research 
on brain developm ent is backcd-up by long-term economic studies which show that 
investing in children in this age range hits a much greater return thun investing at any 
other age. One 40-year study, die Highscopc Perry Preschool Study, shows that for every 
$1 invested in a child during this time pe iod, $17 was either saved in areas such as teen 
pregnancy, juvenile  justice, welfare and corrections or was later returned in the lomi ol 
greater tax revenues from higher udult incomes, and a higher proportion o f  home 
ownership.

1 urge you lo keep the $750,01)0 in the budget to help with projects that will improve the 
early reading and learning skills o f  Alaska’s young children and benefit A laska’s future.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Clara Uriilwoll
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March 17,2006

Dear Representative Mike Kelly:

I am writing to request that $750,000 in the Governor’s proposed budget For the 
recommendations o f the Ready to Read, Ready lo Learn Task Force be reinstated in the 
budget under the Departm ent o f  Education and Early Development.

Too many Alaskan children are enlering the schools at Kindergarten and first grade 
unprepared to begin reading and learning, 'litis is an issue because kids that start school 
behind their peers lend lo stay behind. Further, assessments done by schools statewide 
show that in Alaska the situation is steadily growing worse.

Across the nation, o ther stales arc investing in curly childhood education because the age 
J. v-6 is a critical window o f  opportunity for a child when it comes lo learning. Research 
on brain developm ent is backed-up by long-term economic studies which show that 
investing in children in this age range has a much greater return than investing at any 
other ago. One 40-year study, the Highscopc Perry Preschool Study, shows that for every 
SI invested in a child during this lime period, $17 vvas either saved in areas such as teen 
pregnancy, juvenile justice, welfure and corrections or was later relum ed in the form o f  
greater tax revenues from higher adult incomes, ami u higher proportion o f  home 
ownership.

1 urge you lo keep the $750,000 in the budget lo help with projects that will improve the 
early reading and learning skills o f  Alaska’s young children and benefit A laska’s future.

'Ihank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Gam Ib id  well


