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T h e  p r o p o s e d  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t ,  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  o t h e r  s p e n d i n g  p r o p o s a l s ,  
r e f le c t  m y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e n s u r i n g  e a c h  A l a s k a n  h a s  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f u l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  A l a s k a ’s  b r i g h t  f u t u r e .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  o u r  
p r o p o s a l s  e n s u r e  t h a , .  t h e  s t a t e  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  m e e t  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t o  t h o s e  m o s t  i n  n e e d .

U n l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t s  o f  t h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  w h i c h  w e  
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t h e  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t  o f  d a y - t o - d a y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  e n a b l e  f u r t h e r  
i n v e s t m e n t  i n  h e l p i n g  s t u d e n t s  a c h i e v e .

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  - $ 4 2  m i l l i o n
T h e  A l a s k a  S c h o l a r s  p r o g r a m  i s  a  s u c c e s s  s t o r y  i n  k e e p i n g  A l a s k a ' s  
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O t h e r  i n c r e a s e d  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n c l u d e s  c o n t i n u i n g  
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t e a c h i n g ,  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  c o m p e t i t i v e  u n i v e r s i t y  r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m  
t h a t  c a p i t a l i z e s  o n  A l a s k a ’s  g e o g r a p h i c  a d v a n t a g e s .

M e d i c a i d  - $ 1 0 4  m i l l i o n
A d d i t i o n a l  f u n d s  w i l l  m e e t  L h i s  f o r m u l a - b a s e d  p r o g r a m ’s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
d u e  t o  i n c r e a s e d  c a s e l o a d s  a n d  c o s t s .  A n o t h e r  $ 4 5  m i l l i o n  o f  t h e  
i n c r e a s e  i s  d u e  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ’s  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  F a i r S h a r e  
p r o g r a m  t h a t  w a s  p u t  i n  p l a c e  u n d e r  t h e  l a s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h e  
p r o g r a m  a l l o w e d  T r i b a l  h o s p i t a l s  t o  r e c e i v e  a  h i g h e r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  r a t e  
t h a n  n o n - T r i b a l  h o s p i t a l s  f o r  u n c o m p e n s a t e d  c a r e .

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  - $ 4 2  m i l l i o n

W e  a g a i n  p r o p o s e  t o  i n c r e a s e  f u n d i n g  f o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ’s  
h i g h w a y s ,  a i r p o r t s ,  a n d  h a r b o r s .  S o m e  o f  t h i s  i s  t o  c o v e r  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t s  
o f  c o m m o d i t i e s  a n d  f u e l .  I n  E d i t i o n ,  w e  a r e  p r o p o s i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  
f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  t o  c o v e r  i n c r e a s e d  f u e l  
c o s t s  a n d  s t a f f i n g  t o  m e e t  i n c r e a s e d  p o r t s  o f  c a l l .

A n o t h e r  m a j o r  i n c r e a s e  i s  $ 6 5  m i l l i o n  f o r  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e  s a l a r y  a n d  
b e n e f i t  c o s t s .  O v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  a m o u n t  ( $ 3 4  m i l l i o n )  i s  t o  p a y  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  
r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m  c o n t r i b u t i o n .

O u r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’s  F i s c a l  Y e a r  2 0 0 7  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t  a n d  o t h e r  
p r o p o s a l s  a r e  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  A l a s k a ’s  f u t u r e  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  c r e a t e  t h e  k i n d  o f  
A l a s k a  i n  w h i c h  A l a s k a n s  c a n  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  t r e m e n d o u s  p o t e n t i a l  a n d  a c h i e v e  
t h e i r  d r e a m s .  B y  o u ’- w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  o n  w h a t  I b e l i e v e  t o  b e  a  s h a r e d  v i s i o n  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  i t  w i l l  m e a n  e v e n - A l a s k a n  c a n  h a v e  h o p e  f o r  w h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  
b r i n g ,  i n s t e a d  o f  s i m p l y  h o p i n g  f o r  a  f u t u r e .

T o  t h e s e  e n d s ,  1 l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

Sincerely yours,

' F r a n k  H .  M u r k o w s k i  
G o v e r n o r
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Committee members, thank you for the opportunity to 

express my concerns.

My name is Bruce Bartley. 1 am the chief of the Chugiak 

Volunteer Fire and Rescue Company. I have been an EMT 

in Alaska for 23 years. And I have served on the board of 

directors o f  the Southern Region EMS Council for 17 

years. For 15 o f  those 17 years, Southern region...and all 

the other regional offices in the state...have been flat 

funded. Even with the modest inflation during that time, 

flat funding amounts to a serious cut.

As such Eve had to participate in many painful sessions 

where we have cut back regional operations ind programs 

literally to the bone.mf

These regional offices provide training...certifying officers 

for state-certillcation exams...public education...and direct 

grants to EMS squads. The regional offices have worked 

with private...state...and federa' agencies to leverage the



purchase o f  more than 15 million dollars of badly needed 

FMS equipment over the pas? si < /ears.

The House Finance Committee has included in its budget 

an increment o f  almost 456-thousand dollars to assist the 

regional offices in these vital tasks. I urge your committee 

to do the same.

As an unpaid director o f  the region with the largest 

population and most EMS squads in the state... I can tell 

you first-hand that this group wrings every penny out of 

every dollar ...to enable mostly volunteer EMS services to 

provide the best possible pre-hospital care to the citizens of 

Alaska.

1 appreciate the dilemma you face with multiple demands 

for finite dollars. In some respects...it is harder when you 

have too much money than it is when you have loo little.

But chief among the responsibilities of state government is 

the health and safety ol' its citizens. So I urge you to look at



the regional EMS offices with their proven track record... 

and the demonstrable impact they have had on Alaska’s 

citizens.

Most o f  the people providing EMS in Alaska are 

volunteers. Each of us donates thousands of hours o f  our 

precious personal lives to help care for our neighbors in 

times o f  crisis. Please give us the tools and the 

infrastructure to continue to do so.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I’d be happy to 

try to answer any questions.
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Good evening, my name is Ciiris Hail

i am here this evening to speak in favor o f funding the University o f Alaska at the level proposed by the 
governor.

My wife and I botli graduated from UAA in 2005 and are now in the workforce. Our degress are serving us 
well and 1 believe the state well. I have friends who graduated and now work in the fields o f health care, 
engineering, business, and journalism. In my opinion, we represent a university and stale goal, a workforce 
trained in Alaska working in Alaska.

I appreciate having a high quality educational institution in Alaska. But 1 am concerned; I am concerned for 
students coming after me, students who may be thinking o f prom, spoi ls, or (lie latest fashion instead of a 
college education. 1 am also concerned for our state, at the current level of funding the university will not 
be able to create or expand high demand programs.

* The House budget increase will cover only the 
University's fixed cost increases and nothing else.

* The current Senate Finance Subcommittee proposal will be a considerable cut to the operations o f the 
university and will not address high demand workforce development needs throughout Alaska.

Please restore university funding to a level that provides for future students and the future of Alaska. 

Thank you for your service to our state,
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• Good afternoon. My name is Carin Smolin. I live in Juneau and am 
here representing the Alaska Adult Education Association, a 
professional association for Alaska’s adult educators. 1 work for the 
Southeast Regional Resource Center where I supervise the adult 
education programs for Juneau and southeast Alaska.

• I am here to encourage you to support the one million dollar increase 
in general fund money for the adult basic education program in the 
Governor’s Budget, located in the Alaska Department o f  Labor and 
Workforce Development.

• Adult education programs have seen limited funding for the past 
decade. There are more than 57,000 Alaskans age 18 and older, that 
do not have a high school diploma.

• Adult Basic Education programs prepare Alaskans for the workforce. 
These programs help Alaskans improve basic skills in reading, 
writing, and math, teach English skills to the immigrant population, 
and help Alaskans get their GED diploma.

• GED graduates account for more than 20% of the stale’s high school 
graduates. There are no other programs that provide this educational 
service in the state. Last year, there were 1,646 GED grads in the 
state; 200 graduates in Southeast Alaska.

• ABE students increase their wages. 62% found work or retained their 
jobs as a result o f  getting their GED diploma and improving their 
basic skills.

• ABE students go onto further education and training that is essential 
for preparing for our workforce needs. 74% entered the postsecondary 
education and 43%’ o f those entered the University of Alaska system.

• Funding for adult basic education programs is important lo help 
prepare Alaskans to meet the employment opportunities in our state. 
Please provide the funding needed to help Alaskans in our state be 
prepared to meet the job opportunities in our state.

• Thank you for your lime.



• Hi. My name is Larrisa Roop. I am 20 years old and I live in Juneau.

• I am here lo encourage you to support the one million dollar increase 
in general fund money for the adult basic education program located 
in the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development.

• I am  a graduate of the Juneau Adult Education Center where I got my 
GED in 2004.

• I dropped out of school at 16 and have been living on my own since 
then. I tried to finish school but because of my abuse of drugs and 
other problems I could not finish. I was incarcerated for a while, loo. I 
became pregnant at 18. At that point, I came to the Juneau Adult 
Education Center to get my GED to better myself so my daughter 
could have a better life. 1 knew that I needed a high school diploma or 
GED to get a good paying job, one that pays over $8.50/hour for 
people with a GED.

• I recently enrolled in SERRC’s Alaska Vocational Institute Office 
Skills and Computer Training Program where I am learning job skills 
to help me succeed in getting a better job in the workplace.

• Funding for adult basic education programs is important to help 
people like me. Please provide that funding help to our slate. If it 
wasn’t for this program, I would not have the education needed to 
take care of myself and my daughter and my future.

• Thank you for your time.
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Alaska’ s 18 regional A d u lt Basic Education (A B E ) programs have been progressive over the 
past year:

1. V illage  programs in the N orthwest A rc tic  (Kotzebue Regional A du lt Education 
Program), on the North Slope, and in B ris to l Bay have expanded services through 
support from  the D iv is ion  o f  Public Assistance.

2. The P L A T O  distance learning program has expanded to an additional liv e  com m unities 
outside o f  Anchorage (K od iak. Homer. Soldotna. Fairbanks, and B arrow ). W ith  support 
from  A laska  Job Center Partners statewide. N ine Star Enterprises has provided the 
tra in ing  and licenses. Success Story: Two youth tinder age 20 in B rev ig  M ission studied 
using P L A T O  and completed the G ED  and entered the Alaska Seal.ink Program in 
Ketchikan.

3. T lin g it- I  Iaida Central C ouncil provided extra support fo r regional adult education 
services in fou r com m unities in Southeast A laska through SERRC’ s Southeast Regional 
A du lt Education Program.

-L The Anchorage Regional A du lt Education Program increased the num ber o f  locations for 
classes from  12 to 17 in 2005-2006.

5. In cooperation w ith  the Building Alaska '.v Workforce plan under the A laska Department 
o l'L ab o r, the Anchorage Regional A d u lt Education Program offered a Construction 
Trades M ath Class during the w in te r quarter w ith  30 students enrolled.

6. I he A le u tia n -P rib ilo f program w ith  its far Hung population has 1.000 additional student 
hours due to the P LA T O  program de live ry  w ith  live  new graduates.

7. The B ris to l Bay (D illingham -based) A d u lt Education Program has shown educational 
gains as reported in this in form ation  sheet.

8. The num ber of GED graduates increased in A laska  from 1,457 in 2002 (the year the 
test was updated) lo 1,646 in 2005.

Despite these accom plishm ents, there is ,i c ritica l lack o f  infrastructure in A d u lt Basic Education. 
Full time personnel are needed in every program to sustain the demand fo r basic sk ills  services,
An  example o f  that demand is the increase in G E D  graduates in Anchorage to 221 in the fall 
quarter 2005 from  154 in the fall quarter 2004.

Adult Basic Education is a fundamental need if you want to /ml people in jobs. And 
I Ye made this statement and /  absolutely believe it with the data /  have been 
presented If we could provide sufficient Adult Basic Education in the Stale of 
Alaska t tv  would have more Alaskans filling more fobs than will he created by the 
simultaneous opening of AXWAR and the building of the gas pipeline... h's a 
problem much larger than the University if u v  are going to put Alaskans in jobs.

- Lhiivcrsiw o f  Alaska President Mark Hamilton 
Joint f  inance Committees. Juneau. Alaska. I ehnian 5, 2005

A L A S K A  A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N  P R O G R A M S
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A laska ’s 18 regional A du lt Basie Education (A B E ) programs have been progressive over the 
past year:

1. V illage  programs in the Northwest A rc tic  (Kotzebue Regional A d u lt Education 
Program), on the North Slope, and in B risto l Bay have expanded services through 
support from  the D iv is ion  o f  Public Assistance.

2. The P LA T O  distance learning program has expanded to an additional liv e  com m unities 
outside o f  Anchorage (K od iak. I lom cr. Soldotna, Fairbanks, and Barrow ). W ith  support 
from A laska Job Center Partners statewide. N ine Star Enterprises has provided the 
tra in ing and licenses. Success Story: Tw o youth under age 20 in B revig  M iss ion  studied 
using P LA T O  and completed the G ED and entered the Alaska SeaLink Program in 
Ketchikan.

3. T ling it-1 laida Central Council provided extra support fo r regional adu lt education 
services in fou r com m unities in Southeast A laska through SER RC 's Southeast Regional 
A d u lt Education Program.

4. The Anchorage Regional A du lt Education Program increased the num ber o f  locations for 
classes from  12 to 17 in 2005-2006.

5. In cooperation w ith  the Building Alaska's Workforce plan under the A laska Department 
o f  Labor, the Anchorage Regional A du lt Education Program offered a Construction 
Trades Math Class during the w in te r quarter w ith  30 students enrolled.

B. The A le u lia n -P rib ilo f program w ith  its far Hung population has 1.000 additional student 
hours due to the P E A K ) program de live ry  w ith  live  new graduates.

7. The B ris to l Bay (I)illingham -based) A du lt Education Program has shown educational 
gains as reported in this in form ation sheet.

8. The  n u m b e r o f  G E I) graduates increased in  A laska fro m  1,457 in  2002 (the  ye a r the 
test was upda ted ) to 1,646 in 2005.

Despite these accomplishments, there is a c ritica l lack o f  infrastructure in A d u lt Basie Education. 
Lu ll time personnel are needed in every program to sustain the demand for basic sk ills  services.
An example o f  that demand is the increase in G E D  graduates in Anchorage to 2 2 1 in the fall 
quarter 2005 from  154 in the fall quarter 2004.

Adult Basie Education is a fundamental need if you want la put people in jobs. And 
/  tv  made this statement and I absolutely believe it with the data /  have been 
presented. If we could provide sufficient Adult Basie Education in the State o/
Alaska u v  would have more Alaskans tilling mare fobs than will he created by the 
simultaneous apt idng of AX WAR and the building of the gas pipeline... It's a 
problem much larger than the I diversity if ire  are going to pul Alaskans in Jobs.

A L A S K A  A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N  P R O G R A M S

■ University o f  Alaska President Mark Hamilton 

Joint Finance Committees. Juneau. Alaska. February 3. 2005
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Some o f  the fo llo w in g  in form ation  was presented by the Alaska Department o f  Labor and 
W orkforce  Developm ent, Em ploym ent Security D iv is ion , in testim ony to the Mouse Finance 
C om m ittee on Labor this year.

T he  C ha llenge
• The N ationa l A d u lt L iteracy Survey released on December 18, 2005 a ffirm s  the 

dow nturn in adult sk ills  needed to q u a lify  for entry level positions in construction trades, 
m in ing , and health care.

•  From the 2000 census, the number o f  Alaskans w ithou t a high school d ip lom a required 
fo r most stable jo b s  is 57.000 people.

•  Em ployers are find ing  increasing dissatisfaction w ith  graduating students’ level o f  
p ro fic iency in meeting em p loyab ility  standards as documented by the U.S. Chamber o f  
Commerce.

•  U n ive rs ity  o f  A laska colleges must o ffe r remedial courses to high school graduates that 
enro ll in the un ivers ity  system.

A d u lt  Basic E d u ca tio n : A  Success S to ry
•  One measure o f  the A d u lt Basic Education Program is the number o f  G ED graduates. 

A verag ing  the past seven years statistics. G E D  graduates account fo r  m o re  than  20%  
o f  the S tate  o f  A la s k a ’s h igh school g raduates.

•  fhe  A d u lt Basic Education program is the state's single largest source o f  high school 
dip lom as.

Diplumus 2005 211(14 2003 20112 2001 200(1 I 'm 1008
High 
School* 7.350 S2% 7.2<>0 a t .. 7. 366 s ir ’s 6.045 •Vi'.v, 6 XI2 7/% 6,60S 6.826 ~s% 0.406 SO",.
c t .n i.f.a . IS",, 1.661 n % 1.800 20% 1.457 17% 2,7X3 :v% 2.071 24% 1.0 l*J 2 1.640 20%
total 8.006 S.‘>51 0.220 8.408 0.5'I5 8.730 S.7-1S 8.136

’•‘Alaska Department o f I tlucation i t  liarly Development (h ttp - wvvu.eed.sltue.ak.iis Mats )

2005 High School Diploma Count Lslimate as o f I/ 11 06

• A ll students are asked to set goals for themselves when they enter the A du lt Basic 
Education Programs in A laska. Below is a table show ing goal com pletion in FY04.

Percentage o f Full-Time Students 
Achieving 1 heir Cioul **

Enter Employment 62.3%
Retain Employment 73.-1“ 0
()btain a (iED 79.2" 0
Enter I’oslsceondarx I d 74.2%*

*43".> o f those the goal o f "enter post secondary education." enrolled in the University of Alaska
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Budget Increase Supported by Alaska Adult Education Association

A SI m illio n  increase in Slate A B E /G E D  funding w ould  provide:
•  A n  additional 76,923 hours o f  d irect instruction.
• A n  estimated 21 additional teachers statewide resulting in an estimated increase o f  600 

G ED high school graduates.

A d u lt Basic Education is D irect Service and reaches its target:
•  In EY05, 91.7 percent o f  the state's general fund monies were d istributed to 

local/regional A B E  providers through grant agreements.

Fiscal Year 04 05 06 07
General Fund 1.570.5 1,558.6 1.565.0 2.571.1

Federal Funds 1.240.2 1.371.4 1.355.9 1.362.8
Total Funds 2.810.7 2.930.0 2.920.9 3.933.9
Total Hours o f  Instruction 158.284 159.170 161.500* 230.000**
if o f  G E D ’s Issued 1,661 1.646 1.700* 2 .300**

* Estimate
* *  Estimate based upon additional $1,000,000 w ith  the result being 600 additional G ED 
graduates. The number o f  graduates derived is based on approxim ately 100 instructional hours 
per graduate over a three year period.

Thank you fo r your support!

For more information contact:
Jan Peyton. President. A laska A du lt Education Association
e/o Kenai Peninsula College. Kachemak Bay Campus. 533 East Pioneer Avenue. Ilo m cr. A laska 
99603. ce ll phone: 299-0153 o r 235-5446 (evenings). janpeyton73 </ alaska.net

David A lexander. A A E A  l egislative Committee Chair. N ine Star Enterprises. Anchorage. 270- 
7827. davidau/ ninestar.com

Carin Sm olin . A A E A  Board Member. Southeast Regional A du lt Education Programs. SERRC. 
Juneau. 586-5718. earins u serre.oru

State o f  A laska A du lt Basic Education Website: www.njcn.s_tulcxik.us abe
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Example of growth and improvement: Bristol Bay Adult Education
B risto l B a y  R e g io n a l Adult B a s ic  E d u a tio n  P ro g ram  

4th Q uarter C o m p a riso n  2004 an d  2005

Services Offorod
GED r - ^  GED ■
04 1 05

Bristo l Bav Rcniona 
Program Statistics

As o f  the 2000 census. 1.176 residents between the ayes ot' IS and 44 do not have high 
school diplom as.

74°»o f  students served in 2005 began w ith  a grade equivalency o f  5.S.

W ith  a stafj o f  13 part-tim e instructors. -I part-tim e C ilil)  examiners, and one fu ll time 
program director. A B H /G B I) services extend to 32 com m unities spread throughout an 
approxim ate ly 40.000 square m ile  area.

• Increasing direct instruction w ith in  
the 32 com m unities makes a 
s ign ifican t d ifference. $40,000 from 
Alaska State Department o f  Health 
and Social Services, Public 
Assistance W ork Services Program 
received 1205 provided funds lo  
increase the number o f  part-tim e 
A B P '/C ild ) instructors from  6 to 13.

Results:
12 04 - 66 students served reg ionally 
12/05 - 70 students serv ed reg ionally 
2/04 - 1 ( i l i l ) graduate 
2/05 2 ( i l - I )  graduates
2/06 11 CiI • I ) graduates

Bristol Bay Campus Adult Basle Eduation Program 
Grantors 2005-06

-I



Transition  of Youth to Em ploym ent

Introduction : T h re e  C e n te r fo r In d e p e n d e n t L iv ing  (C IL ) o ff ic e s  have  beg u n  in n o va tive  p ro je c ts  
tha t fo cu s  on  w o rk in g  w ith  you th  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  and a ss is tin g  w ith  th e ir tra in in g  a nd  tra n s itio n  to 
e m p lo ym e n t. T h e  C IL s  have  had e xce p tio n a l p ro g re ss  p e rh a p s  d u e  to the  a b ility  to p ro v ide  
p re vo ca tio n a l sk ills  such  as a s s is ta n c e  w ith  tra n sp o rta tio n  o p tio n s , in te rv ie w in g  sk ills , and 
in te rp e rs o n a l/c o m m u n ic a tio n  sk ills  on  the  jo b  to nam e a few .

P rob lem : F ede ra l fun d in g  fo r the se  p ro je c ts  w ill end Ju n e  3 0 lh, 2006 .
Solution & Request : F u nd in g  fro m  the  S ta te  o f  A la ska  to co n tin u e  and  e xpa n d  th e se  in n o va tive  
and su ccess fu l p ro jec ts .

CILS invo lved :
• Kenai Pen insu la  ILC-Central Kenai Pen insu la  and Homer o ff ices
• A ccess A laska-Fa irbanks office
• SA IL-Juneau , Sitka and Ketch ikan o ffices

Success fu l ou tcom es in eight m onths o f  se rv ice de live ry inc lude :
Central Kenai Pen insu la :

• 3 0+  yo u th  (a g e s  14 -24 ) p ro v id e d  tra ns ition  se rv ic e s  in c lu d in g  w o rk  e xp e rie n c e  p ro g ra m s  
and  re fe rra ls  and in fo rm a tio n  to D O L /W D , W IA , D V R , Jo b  C o rps , A V T E C  and  K en a i 
P e n in s u h  C o llege .

• 24  you th  a tte n d e d  jo b  p re p a ra tio n  c la sse s  he ld  in the  P e n in su la  Jo b  C e n te r a nd  a ss is te d  
by  D O L W D  and  o th e r O n e  S top  p a rtn e rs , K en a i P e n in su la  B o ro u g h  S ch o o l D is tric t, 
c o m m u n ity  a g e n c ie s  and  e m p lo ye rs .

• 10 you th  in pa id  e m p lo y m e n t o r o n g o in g  vo ca tio n a l p ro g ra m s  w ith  an  a v e ra g e  w a g e  o f 
$8  per hour. (O ne  you th  w o rk in g  on  the  s lope  m a k in g  $12  pe r hou r)

•  S tron g  p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith  P e n in su la  O ne  S top  -  5 0 -7 5  p a rtic ip a n t's  and  fa m ilie s  
in tro d u ce d  to O ne  S top  se rv ic e s  and  re fe rred  to p ro p e r re so u rce s  to he lp  w ith  w o rk  and 
in d e p e n d e n t liv ing  goa ls .

SAIL -S ou th e a s t :
• 36+  you th  (1 4 -2 4  ye a r o ld s ) a re  e n ro lle d  in the  T E A M  p ro je c t in 4 c o m m u n itie s  in 

S o u th e a s t A la ska  (Ju n e a u , K e tch ika n , S itka  and  H a ines).
•  21 you th  have  pa id  e m p lo ym e n t. T he  a ve ra g e  w a g e  e a rn in g  is $ 9 .2 5  p e r h o u r and  

a b o u t 13.25 hou rs  p e r w e e k . 2 o f the  21 e m p loye d  yo u th  ? .e  se lf-e m p lo y e d . 1 o f the  21 
e m p lo ye d  yo u th , w a s  in ca rce ra te d  a t the  Jo h n so n  Y ou th  C en te r, has  s u c c e s s fu lly  
tra n s itio n  in to  an a p a rtm e n t w ith  h is  fa th e r and  o ld e r s is te r a lo ng  w ith  s e cu r in g  
e m p lo y m e n t a t C ost-co .

• A  m o the r o f 2, w ho  w as  c o -e n ro lle d  w ith  C E G  has  been  e m p lo y e d  w ith  the  T lin g it and 
H a id a ’s  H ead  S ta rt p ro g ram  fo r 3 m on th s . S h e  is a s u b s titu te  te a c h e r and  is ca lled  
a b o u t 3-4 tim e s  a w e e k  to fill- in . S he  is a lso  filing  a t the  H ead  S ta rt's  m am  o ffic e  in 
d o w n to w n  Ju ne a u .

•  A  m an o u t o f sch oo l w h o  h as  been  e n ro lled  in C E G  fo r s o m e tim e  and  h ired  a t a loca l 
g ro c e ry  s to re  los t h is  jo b  d u e  to  no t a tte n d in g  w o rk  re la te d  to h is  m oo d  sw in g s  and  
tra n sp o rta tio n  issues . T h e  T E A M  p ro jec t, a lo ng  w ith  h is  jo b  co a ch  re n e g o tia te d  h is  jo b  
and  he is back  w o rk in g  a t the  g ro c e ry  s to re .

•  A  young  w o m a n  w ith  T ra u m a tic  B ra in  In ju ry  w a s  a s tu d e n t at U A S  in 2005 . C E G  
co n d u c te d  a pe rson  ce n te re d  p la n n in g /D is c o v e ry  se ss io n . C o n s u m e r d is c u s s e d  he r 
w is h e s  fo r e m p lo ym e n t w ith  all the  a g e n c ie s  a t the  tab le  g iv in g  h e r su p p o rt. S he  is n ow  
w o rk in g  as  a P a ra -e d u c a to r fo r the  Ju ne a u  S cho o l d is tric t.



Access A laska Fairbanks:
•  M .D , se ve n te e n  y e a r o ld  you th  w ith  a le a rn ing  d isa b ility  w h o  w a s  in te res ted  in co m p u te rs  

and in fo rm a tion  te ch n o lo g y  b e ca m e  a c o n su m e r o f  A c ce ss  A la s k a 's  you th  tra ns ition  
p rog ram  to a cq u ire  w o rk  re a d in e ss  sk ills . M D  co m p le te d  a w o rk  re a d in e ss  cu rricu lu m , 
and  a fte rw a rd s , A c ce ss  A la ska  d e ve lo p e d  an in te rnsh ip  p la ce m e n t w ith  a loca l 
te ch n o lo g y  co m p a n y . M D ’s su m m e r pa id  in te rn sh ip  w as  so  su ccess fu l tha t h is  e m p lo ye r 
o ffe red  h im  a fu ll t im e  jo b  a t w h ich  M D  is n ow  em p loyed .

•  LV  a you th  w ith  a d e ve lo p m e n ta l d isa b ility  from  a co m m u n ity  fo rty  m iles  o u ts id e  
F a irb a nks , w a s  re fe rre d  to A c c e s s  A la s k a ’s yo u th  tra n s itio n  p rog ram . He w a s  s e lf tau g h t 
in rep a ir in g  e n g in e s  fo r s n o w  m a ch ine s , cha in  saw s, and o th e r o u td o o r e q u ip m e n t, but 
needed  a m o re  fo rm a l e d u ca tio n  to be  em p loye d  in the fie ld . A cce ss  A la ska  pa id  tu ition  
fo r a sm a ll e ng in e  re p a ir c lass , and  he lped  pay  fo r the co s t o f h is  too ls . LV  co m p le te d  
the  c lass , and  has  been  e m p loye d  as  a m e ch a n ic  in a loca l e ng in e  re p a ir bus iness .

• BH , a F a irb a n ksa n  a s tu d e n t w ith  a 504  p lan , le ft schoo l a t fiftee n  w hen  sh e  b eca m e  
p re gn a n t. S he  w a s  re fe rred  to  A c c e s s  A la s k a 's  you th  tra n s itio n  p rog ram  to a d d re ss  a 
m u ltitu de  o f issu e s  and se rv ice  n ee d s  inc lud ing  se tting  sh o rt te rm  and long  te rm  goa ls , 
ca se  m a n a g e m e n t, and  us ing  the  va rio u s  re so u rce s  w ith in  the  co m m u n ity  to  su p p o rt he r 
goa ls . A  y e a r la te r, w ith  A c c e s s  A la s k a 's  suppo rt, BH g a ve  b irth  to a h ea lth y  baby ; w a s  
liv ing  in a th re e  g e n e ra tio n  h o u se h o ld  in w h ich  h e r b ab y  w a s  ca re d  for. BH o b ta in ed  her 
G E D  and  su cc e s s fu lly  co m p le te d  a M e d ica id  ce rtifie d  e ig h ty  h o u r p e rson a l ca re  
a ss is ta n t c lass . S h e  is n o w  w o rk in g  fu ll tim e  fo r a loca l n o n -p ro fit m ak ing  $ 10 .00  d o lla rs  
an hou r as  an In d e p e n d e n t L iv ing  S p e c ia lis t. B H 's  a cco m p lish m e n ts  w e re  p ub lic ly  
re co gn ize d  th is  ye a r w h e n  sh e  re ce ived  the  G o ve rn e r's  C o m m itte e  on E m p lo ym e n t and 
R e h a b ilita tio n  o f P eo p le  w ith  D isa b ilit ie s  C h a irp e rso n 's  A w a rd . BH p lans  on s tudy ing  
b io log y  a t the  U n ive rs ity  o f A la ska  w ith  the  goa l o f b e co m in g  a m ed ica l e xam ine r.



ITello and thank you for the opportunity to speak.

My name is Pam Mueller Guy and I have been the Deaf Services Coordinator at 
Southeast Alaska Independent Living, SAIL, for the past 5 years.

Please help individuals in the deaf community succeed in every aspect of their 
lives: offer a Senate amendment of at least a $150,000 to match the House budget 
increment for Independent Living Sendees. This money will help the Deaf of 
Alaska and youth with disabilities transition to employment and post secondary 
education.

For 15 years, the providers of the Interpreter Referral sendees in Alaska have seen 
110 increase in funding.

While our funding has stayed the same, the demand for interpreters has steadily 
been 011 the rise. It is clearly an unmet need.

10 years ago, SAIL filled 99 sign language interpreter requests.

Over the past two years, requests for interpreters has risen 60 percent.

By the end of this fiscal year, we expect to have filled over 300 requests.

It is so important for a person who is deaf to have good, qualified interpreters to 
help them succeed.

For example, a consumer we serve was diagnosed with meningitis and became 
deaf at the age of seven. Last month he successfully completed a three-week 
training sponsored by the Plumbers and Pipe Fitters. He is well on his way lo 
fulfill his dream—to become a union plumber, like his father before him. His 
success would not be possible without the assistance of a qualified sign language 
interpreter.

Another consumer, a mother of 7 children, is also using interpreter services to 
finish her GED so she can get a good job for her family-hcr strides toward this 
goal would not be possible without interpreter services.

1 am also a model of that success. As a full time employee, a mother of two grown 
boys and a current student at the University of Alaska, I do not know where I 
would be without the service of qualified interpreters and a good interpreter 
referral agency in town. My world and my success would probably be very 
different without this important support.

Please offer a Senate amendment, adding an increment of at least $150,000 for 
Independent Living Services.



A p ril 8 ,2006

The Honorable Senator Lyda Green, C o-C hair 
The Honorable Senator Gary W ilken , Co-Chair 
Senate Finance Com m ittee 
A laska Stale Capito l 
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182

Dear Senators Lyda Green, Gary W ilken , and honorable members o f  the Senate Transportation 
Committee,

As a native son and resident o f  Lhe great state o f  A laska, and as a user o f  the A laska M arine 
H ighway System, I respectfu lly request that the Senate Finance Com m ittee appropriate fu ll 
funding fo r the A laska M arine H ighw ay System.

You have no doubt heard from  Governor M urkow sk i, Robin Taylor, and the A laska Department 
o f  Transportation and Public Facilities that a road and shuttle ferry is needed in  Southeast 
Alaska. I do not believe this is true. We have a unique transportation system already in place, one 
that has served the region fo r most o f  m y life  time. 1 believe it w il l continue to serve the needs o f  
Alaskans and v is itors from  around the w orld , but only if it is allowed to operate to advantage.

Currently, the ferry system is being bled o f  funding, and manipulated until it appears to the 
casual observer that it  is an obsolete, ine ffic ien t, and costly operation. The road and shuttle are 
being presented as a less costly alternative. However, i f  such a road and shuttle is approved and 
completed, I predict that this committee w il l,  in  the future, need to wrestle w ith  the problem  o f  
how to fund the h igher maintenance and repair costs o f  the Juneau highway w h ile  funding 
A laska ’s many other transportation needs.

Even i f  a road is to be constructed, surely it is too soon to reduce funding fo r the ferry system 
now. We w il l  need the ferries un til the day the road is ready to be used.

The people o f  Southeast A laska had already expressed a preference fo r m a in ta in ing  and 
im proving  the Alaska M arine H ighw ay before the current adm inistration decided to make the 
Juneau access road a p rio rity . The people o f  A laska look to you, the Finance Com m ittee, to see 
the real long term cost o f  the road, and provide the guidance to avoid such a costly mistake.

I appreciate your w illingness to consider this w ritten  testimony in the course o f  today's hearing.

8255 Aspen Avenue
Juneau, A K  99801

Sincerely,
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M arch 11,2006

Reuben Yost, Special Projects Manager 
D O T& P F -  Southeast Region 
6860 G lacier H ighway 
Juneau, A K  99801-7999

Dear M r. Yost,

I im p lo re  you w ith  a ll urgency to abandon the plans to bu ild  a road from  Juneau to the Kahtzihen 
River. There are numerous reasons not to bu ild  this road, but those o f  most consequence arc the 
misuse o f  pub lic  funds and the mismanagement o f  the A laska M arine  H ighw ay System.

The mismanagement is already seen in the w in te r season “ experim ents”  w ith  the Chenega and 
the Fairweather as w e ll as the poorly conceived ferry schedules that double up the fast ferries and 
the o lder ferries on the same days between Juneau, Haines and Skagway. It is so obvious to the 
pub lic  that these moves were set up fo r fa ilure, so that the road option w ou ld  seem more cost 
effective. Please do not assume that we are so gu llib le .

I f  the road were bu ilt it w ould be a misuse o f  pub lic  funds. The area the road passes through 
w ou ld  be exorb itan tly  costly both to bu ild  and maintain. N o t on ly  that, but you w ou ld  s till need 
to m aintain and fuel the shuttle ferries between the Kahtzihen and Haines and Skagway. Th is 
road w ould  become a hole in the ground, in to  which you pour all D O T & P F  funds fo r generations 
to come. A  better legacy fo r you w ould to be able to te ll you r grandchildren that you ran the most 
e ffic ien t M arine  H ighway System and the roads in Southeast A laska (as they exist today) were 
the best maintained in the country.

M y  on ly  recommendation, after review ing the Juneau Access Improvem ents Final 
Environm ental Impact Statement, is lo continue w ith  the plans as they are (what you call the "n o  
action”  plan) which include improvements to the current A M I IS and other projects that arc 
already slated fo r various Southeast communities.

8255 Aspen Avenue
Juneau, A K  99801

Sincerely,

cc: Representative Bruce Weyhrauch
Charlie  Huggins. Senate Transportation Com m ittee Chair
Jim  E lk ins  and Carl Gatto, 1 louse Transportation Com m ittee Co-Chairs
Southeast Alaska Conservation Council



SCS CSM 36S£RW)
Susan Sciabbarrasi, Superintendent, W rangell Public Schools, W rangell, A K  99929

Thank you fo r the opportunity to provide input to the Operating Budget. M y  comments w ill be 
pertaining to K -12  education and most specifically the foundation formula which incorporates 
both the base student allocation and the area cost d ifferential.

When school districts developed their school budgets fo r next year, they budgeted the 
Governor’ s proposed Base Student A llocation  (BSA) increase o f $90.2 m illion , however, 
districts are s till having to make huge budget cuts. From the in form ation I  have received, the 
hardest h it d istricts this year are K ena i, Va ldez and  W range ll. Each m ust c u t an equ iva len t 
o f  6% fro m  th e ir  cu rre n t b u d g e t That is a large proportion when considering that cuts have 
been made annually fo r  the past several years. The ir budget deficits are due m ainly to the 
continued increases in  the Cost o f  L iv in g  and increases to TRS/PERS, insurance and fuel.

In 1998, SB36 initiated a means fo r school districts to be funded both adequately and equitably. 
The Base Student A llocation  (BSA) would reflect an amount per student to adequately fund a 
ch ild  in Alaska. Equity issues were addressed through the Area Cost D ifferentia l. W hile  the 
G overnor’s proposed increase from  $4919 to $5352 may be an adequate number, 1 do not feel 
that i t  is equ itab le  in relation to the Area Cost D ifferentia l. Specifically, schools in Senate 
D is tr ic t A  (W range ll, Petersburg, S itka , K e tch ika n ) are the only school districts in the state 
that have not received a d iffe re n tia l w ith the current D istric t Cost Factors.

Senate B ill 36 required the updating and m onitoring o f D istric t Cost Factors. However, that has 
not happened and many school districts like  Wrangell, have been cutting s ta ff and programs fo r 
the past 7 years. In July 2004 the Legislative Budget and A u d it Committee contracted w ith 
IS£R  to update and m odify the previously determined flawed A IR  D istric t Cost Study. 
Anchorage w ill s till remain at 1.0 because they are the ‘ base’ in which to determine equality. 
However, adequacy m ust be met and then the a d justm e n t fo r  equ ity .

House B ill 362 addresses adequacy and would hold Anchorage harmless, however, in order to 
also meet equity it  should be in conjunction w ith the implementation o f the D is tric t Cost Factors 
determined by the ISER study. I f  only one is updated, as is currently proposed in HB362, then 
the directive from. Senate B ill 36 in 1998 is not being fu lly  met.

Again, 1 want to reiterate that even w ith  the proposed $90.2 m illio n  to the Base Student 
A llocation , districts are experiencing large deficits up to 6%. Therefore, 1 urge you to accept, not 
only the proposed $90.2 m illion , but aLo fu lly  implement the new D istric t Cost Factors. Only 
then w ill both adequacy and equity be met fo r A L L  o f A laska ’s children.

Thank you fo r you time and consideration.
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John Cannon 
3101 Whispering Woods Dr. 

Wasilla, Alaska 99654
907.376.6063 Phone

Testimony Senate Finance Committee 
4-6-06

Good evening Senators. M y name is John Cannon I am from Wasilla, A K . T serve os the 
Executive Director o f  Mat Su Services fo r Children and Adults a Valley based non profit 
organization serving Mat-Su residents w ith Developmental Disabilities. I am compelled 
to testify this evening to ask your support o f  community services for Alaskans with 
Developmental Disabilities. According to a study conducted by the State o f  Alaska in 
2005 there arc 1233 Alaskans waiting for critica lly needed services. I strongly urge you 
to take the House’s position on the operating budget by supporting a $3 m illion  dollar 
increment fo r Community' DD  services.

The individuals and fam ily members I ’ve spoken w ith are optim istic for the first time in 
many years that their son or daughter w ill fina lly get funding fo r long awaited services 
because o f  the 1.4 b illion  dollar surplus. 1 can tell you that the hopes, dreams and spir..: 
o f  these Alaskans w ill be broken i f  the waiting list is not addressed fiscally this year.
1 hesc individuals have wailed and suffered long enough. On behalf o f  those who wait I 
ask you to please support a S3 m illion dollar increment to address die Developmental 
Disabilities Wait List. We have the resources to do this. Let's do die right thing for 
some o f  Alaska’s most vulnerable citizens. Thank you.

i { - L -  OCp
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From: David F. Bouker
P. O. Box 241 
Dillingham, Ak. 99576 
842 5433

April 8, 2006

To: Senator Gary Wilken, Co-Chair
Senate Finance Committee 
2nd Session, 24th Alaska Legislature 
Juneau, Ak.

FAX No. 1 907 465 2187 
Page 1 of 1

Re: Funding PCE

We strongly recommend that your committee restore PCE to full iunding levels.

This action would not only benefit the rural citizens not living on the railbelt or having the 
electriciity supplied by hydro power, but would benefit the urban businesses and 
consumers as well because it would make more funds available to rural consumers for food 
and other necessities of life that are available from urban centers.

There is no better time than the present when the State of Alaskas is operating at a huge 
surplus to help ease the burden of extraordinary high fuel costs and utility' bills in rural areas 
of the State.

Thank you.
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C IT Y  OK T O K SO O K  BAY
PO Box 37008 

Toksook Bay, AK 99637 
Ph (907) 427-7613 Fax (907) 427-7811

April 7 ,2006

TO: Senate Finance Committee -or- 
W HOM  IT MAY CONCERN

FROM: M oses A. Chanar, City Administrator

RE: HB365

HB365 has already affected the rural area than the urban district in cuts in the beneficial 
areas o f  govemm ent-to-govemm cnt relationship between the small communities and the 
State. The small ALASKAN communities as CITIZENS OF the UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, under the STATE OF ALASKA; in their own residential state, are now 
experiencing the impact from these cuts in the following areas:

1. From becoming self-sufficient communities through lack o f  adequate training, 
Statewide and District Governmental workshops & conferences and rural 
assistance o f  valuable services funding.

2. Program assistance for state governmental self-proficiency in management o f 
resources already in place.

3. W hat’s next?

1 believe the earnings o f  the State o f  Alaska through its resources should Ov placed in 
beneficial programs that should benefit ALL Alaskan communities who voted and 
entrusted the legislature to work & serve faithfully, not to take the money and run.



•1 - 7-06; -i : OSPM;CROWLE f ALASKA. INC.

To: Alaska State Legislature
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April 7, 2006

ATTN: Senate Finance Committee
FAX: 907 465-2187

Please enter into the record m y testimony to the Senate Finance com m ittee on funding 
Alaska Vocational Technical Center through the 2006 FY General Fund.

Committee, please consider this public testimony to the legislature,

As a m ember o f  the m aritime industry o f Alaska, and a three-year curriculum board 
member, o f  the Alaska Vocational Technical Center (AVTEC) I would like to express my 
thanks to the committee for the funds previously provided to this excellent training 
center.

AVTEC is truly a market driven school. Their response to industry needs can be 
measured in a multitude o f  ways, but I would like to speak o f  three specific areas that 
AVTEC has responded to our needs; resulting in the placement and advancement o f 
Alaska people in Alaskan jobs.

1. AVTEC M aritime instructors developed a United States Coast Guard 
(USCG) approved course to train Tankcrman for barge work.
Tankcrman are difficult to find, as the job requires a five-day in-depth 
training class that includes fire fighting and learning the complexities o f  
transferring fuel products, as well as at a minimum  six months sea-time. 
Alaskan rural communities rely heavily on barges for transporting their 
village, and personal fuel oil needs, it is imperative that the Barge 
companies operating in Alaska are able to have crcwmcmbcrs that are 
trained to discharge and load fuel in a safe and efficient manner. As a 
result o f  A V TEC’s relationship with the maritime community they 
recognized the need for training Tankcrman to m eet the needs o f  
transportation to rural Alaska. AVTEC personnel worked hard to 
develop the program and get USCG approval for this course, which held 
their first training session in April o f  2005 with 15 Mariners enrolled. 
Through the Tankcrman program they have been able to train and put to 
work more than 50 people over Uie past year. Prior to the AVTEC 
tankcrman program people had to leave the state to get the necessary 
training and Alaskans were at a disadvantage for available jobs as 
Tankcrman.

The cost o f  leaving Alaska to train coupled with the cost o f  obtaining 
United States Coast documentation ofien times keeps people from 
pursuing this goal.
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2. Another example o f  AVTEC’s affect on the comm unity through 
training is their expertise in training Masters, Mates, and Pilots. The 
simulator at AVTEC is said to be one o f the best in the country. This 
was proven to our company when the Instructors put together a 
personalized training class for 8  Masters and M ates that needed to 
improve their M aritime license to advance in their field by passing a 
comprehensive Celestial Navigation course. Advancement was 
necessary so they could maintain employment w ith the ever-changing 
USCG regulations. The instructors spent many extra hours out o f the 
classroom offering expertise and practice so that each person was able 
to confidently perform the duties necessary to take command o f the 
simulator. Every student passed the exam and was able to receive their 
qualifications on their USCG license. Also, because o f  the great 
reviews from the group, many o f  their peers went to AVTEC to train for 
their Celestial Navigation endorsement.

3. Basic Safety Training, BST- meeting the needs o f  the industry. 
Providing BST is important, valuable, and necessary for mariners to 
maintain their license with the USCG. Again, due to the ever-changing 
USCG regulations, AVTEC stepped up to the plate and put together a 
comprehensive training course required for mariners to sail in outside 
wcters. M any Alaskans’ have taken advantage o f  this course, but many 
more need the course. BST is in fact a condition o f  employment for 
m ost Mariners.

With the decline o f  the fishing industry rural Alaskans have found themselves without a 
viable means to make a living for their families. Many o f  these people have had life long 
careers on the waters o f  Alaska, operating their own fishing vessels and businesses. With 
fishing in decline they are left with large boat payments and no money coming in. Daily I 
hear the desperation and sadness in their voices. These folks are hard working, intelligent, 
and know how to work on the water safely. Most are ready and willing to move forward 
in the maritime industry, but lack the necessary USCG credentials to work outside the 
fishing industry. The Coast Guard paperwork process is daunting for people that are 
accustomed to the paperwork world, but to those that haven’t the exposure to 
governmental entities, the task seems impossible. By having classes available in Alaska 
people arc more likely to move forward to get what is necessary to continue a career in 
doing what they know best. At AVTEC they are taught the basic courses so that they can 
get their Coast Guard documents and begin earning a living again. In that process they 
are also introduced to the USCG requirements and can get help with the necessary 
paperwork to obtain these documents.

Another great achievement o f  AVTEC is developing a partnership with the University o f 
Alaska. Through their relationship a student is allowed college credits as a graduate o f 
the AVTEC training programs. Providing hands on training along with course work gives 
students the confidence and experience necessary to prepare them for furthering their
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education at the University, plus a head start by gaining credits toward earning their 
associate’s degree and specializing in a field they have experienced hands on. AVTEC 
also reaches out to high school students introducing and preparing them for jobs available 
now, but also those coming to the stale in the future.

Since year 2000 enrollment at AVTEC has steadily increased. There has been a 22% 
increase in enrollment o f  women and minorities. AVTEC students come from over 200 
communities in Alaska. 96% o f  the 2004 graduates are placed in training related jobs, and 
80% o f  students com plete and graduated with a certificate. AVTEC provides quality, in ­
state training to A laskan’s preparing them for jobs that keep our state moving.

AVTEC is helping to realize jobs for the present and “Jobs for Alaska’s Future” by 
matching the needs o f  the employers with trained Alaskans ready and willing to work. 
Please fund this school so that they can keep up with the demand and grow to meet the 
ever-changing requirem ents o f  the W'ork place. Training and employing people that live 
in Alaska is a “win w in” situation for all o f  us.

Thanks for your tim e and consideration.

Ketra Anderson 
3629 Knik Avc 
Anchorage, Alaska 99517

(907)229-2302
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A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is la t u r e

committee name
committee on . .M B  3 (e 5 , dated ^ " ^ - 0(0
T o  theWnance’ Committee:
Please accept my grateful thanks for restoring full funding fo r Alaska 
Public Radio, and 75%  o f the television funding.

As a form er educator, a current library director, parent, community 
volunteer and a long time (2 2  year supporting member) o f KUAC and 
Alaska One, I see the positive, dally effect o f public broadcasting on 
people o f all ages. I encourage you to restore FULL funding for public 
television, so our vital link to education, Information and 
entertainment will continue to flourish. The unique Alaskan produced 
programming found on public television connects us all with a heritage 
o f excellence. To lose this link between our past and our future would 
be a tragic loss. I'm sure you don't want this It happen!
Strong public broadcasting depends on both radio and television. 
Restoring the $ 1 25 ,000  increment will assist all stations to help offset 
escalating operating costs, in particular, fuel, energy, and Insurance. 
As you know, the Increment was requested by the Governor and 
supported In the House. Now It's your turn.
I am asking you to please give this matter your full attention and vote 
In favor o f the increment. Your constituents will be grateful, and the 
long standing tradition o f quality In Alaska Public Broadcasting will be 
assured.

Signed; fit. r Y i c C c m b s -
Teetlfler

Representing (Optional)

Addreae
% n s -w o e/

PtlOfW NO.

M l Informiion Office
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March 27, 2006

Dear Senator,

I am very concerned about die budget for the school year 2006-2007. The financial situation of 
Valdez City Schools is in serious jeopardy, with a potential 1.2 million dollar deficit (10% of the 
budget).

The state legislature needs to decide to help the situation by using some of the state’s immense,
1 . 2  billion dollar budget surplus. I am asking you to support, or author and present legislation 
that will have the state fully fund the TRS/PERS for all school and city employees. If the 
state took this financial burden off of the district and city, the education of our students could 
continue to be funded properly and extend the best education possible. A good education should 
include: up-to-date materials, well-maintained facilities and furnishings, activities that encourage 
students to remain and excel in school, class sizes that allow for learning and not just crowd 
control, and an educated, dedicated staff, All of these areas will be negatively affected It the 
state does not fully fund PERS/TRS and educational quality in Alaska will continue to decline 
each year. I urge you to make education your NUMBER ONE priority. Please don't 
campaign and say education is important to you. DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

Sincerely,

Diane Maples -  m other of 4 school-aged children
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April 7,2006

Members o f  the Senate Finance Committee
Alaska State Senate
Juneau, AK
Fax: 907-465-2)87

RE: SUPPORT FOR FULL FUNDING OF PCE, HB 365 

Dear M embers o f  the Senate Finance Committee:

Please restcre the additional $6.5 million to bring PCE up to the fully funded amount o f

S25.2 million as requested by the Governor without any strings attached to the future 

price o f  oil.

Sincerely,

y y y ifa X  r
Mark E. Teitzel
9241 Campbell Terrace Drive
Anchorage, AK. 99515
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husband and I have lived in Wrangell for 23 years and wouldn't want to be without the high quality programming 
brougnt to us by PBS, unequaled by the regular networks. Our public TV and radio stations are infrastructure that 
Alaska's far-flung communities can ill afford lo be without.
Carol L. Ross 
Walter L. Moorhead 
117 Mt. Dewey Lane 
Wrannall AK 99929

4/7/2006

TOTAL P.01
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A p iil 7, 2006

T lic Honorable Senator Gary W ilken, Co-Chairman, Senate Finance Committee 
TJic Honorable Senator Lyda Green, Co-Chairman, Senate Finance Committee 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
V ia  fine (907)465-2187

Dear Members o f  the Senate Finance Committee:

The membership o f  Alaska Power Association urges die Legislature to restore the extra S6.5 m illion  to (lie 
|;Y 2007 Operating Budget, which would bring the Power Cost Equalization program funding back tip lo 
(he fu lly  funded amount o f  S25.2 m illion  as requested by the Governor.

'J Ik* position o f  APA is further articulated in the fo llow ing resolution;

(05-3) A Resolution S upporting  Fu ll Funding fo r Power Cost Equalization
During the 2005 legislative session, Governor Murkowski proposed fu ll funding for the Power Cost 
liqnn li/iilion  (PCE) program at S20.7 m illion  fo rF Y  06. The legislature appropriated SI S.7 m illion, 
which underfunded PCE by S2 m illion. Jhe dramatic increase in  the cost o f  diesel fuel since the 
legislative session has resulted in the PCE program being underfunded by approximately $5 m illion  in FY 
06 and the Alaska Energy Authority estimates that full funding o f  PCE. in FY 07 w ill require S25.2 
m illion.

PCE is a program o f the utmost importance to rural Alaska While its cost per rural beneficiary is modest 
(Si 8.7 m illion  equates to $240 for each o f the 78,000 residents o f the participating communities) it makes 
the basic, essential service o f  electricity affordable for every Alaskan.

Alaska Power Association strongly supports fu ll funding for PCE. We urge the Alaska Legislature to 
support n supplemental appropriation to vcsloic die PCE benefit to 100% for FY 06 and to fu lly  fund PCE 
in  the administration's FY  07 operating budget.

Please do not hesitate lo contact me i f  you have any questions about A P A ’s position on this critical issue.

Respectfully,

Interim Executive Director
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12175 Glacier Highway tiC-8 email: skowens@mywy.com
Juneau, AK  99801

A p ril 7, 2006

Sen. Lyda Green, Co-Chair 
Sen. Gary W ilken, Co-Chair 
Senate Finance Com m ittee 
State Capitol, Room 516/518 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Senators Green and W ilken,

I urge you to restore the incremental funding increase fo r Emergency M edical Services (E M S ) which 
was included in the House budget but not included in the Senate 11SS Finance Subcommittee budget. 
This 20%  increment provides fo r the operation o f  the EM S Regions w h ich  have operated under flat 
funding fo r the past 15 years. D uring this time, the State population alone has increased over 20% , and 
lixed expenses such as rent, insurance, u tilities and other costs have increased between 40%  and 65%. 
There arc nearly 200 emergency response services in the state which are stalled by 4,000 Emergency 
M edical Technicians and Emergency Trauma Technicians, o f  which 75%  are volunteers. These services 
and responders rely on the operations o f  the State EM S Regions lo  provide them w ith  training, 
equipment and other support. A t a time when the State mid Federal governments are putting  increasing 
demands on emergency responders to lie trained and equipped to respond to biohazard and pandemic 
inlluenza threats, it w ou ld  not be in the best interests o f  the State to lim it the ab ility  o f  the EM S Regions 
to support these services.

I would ask you to consider, at 2:00 a.m. when a 911 phone call is made fo r a fam ily member who has 
gone into cardiac arrest o r has a tra ffic  accident on an icy road, which 20%  o f  the emergency response 
is discretionary? Please support ou r EM S Regions and give them adequate funding to continue 
supporting our communities and our Slate.

Sincerely,

Shelley K. ( Kvens

cc: Sen. Con Bundc, Vice-C’hair
Sen. Fred Dyson, M em ber 
Sen. lle rt Stedman. M ember 
Sen. I.yman Hoffm an, Member 
Sen. Donny Olson, M ember

mailto:skowens@mywy.com


APR-07-2006 FRI 02:37 PH ARECA FAX NO, 19075615547 P. 02

Al.isLi I'imvr Awicl.iiion 

703 Wcm 'liiilur Ru.nl, Suite JOO 

Amhor.ip.c, A!.v,li t OOSO.WttAO 

•' W7-5ftl-(»l03 

I'.ix:

www.pl,isl(;ip(iwcr.tii|;

A p ril 7, 2006

‘1'hc Honorable Senator Gary Wilken, Co-Chairman, Senate Finance Committee 
The I Icmornble Senator Lyda Green, Co-Chairman, Senate Finance Committee 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182 
V ia lax (907)465-2187

Hear Members o f  the Senate Finance Committee:

The membership o f  Alaska Power Association urges Hie Legislature to restore the extra $6.5 m illion  lo the 
FY 2007 Operating Budget, which would bring the Power Cost Equalization program funding back up to 
the fu lly  funded amount ofS25.2 m illion as requested by the Governor.

The position o f  A l'A  is further articulated in the fo llow ing two resolutions:

(05-3) A Resolution .Supporting Full Funding fo r Power Cost Equalization
During the 2005 legislative session. Governor Murkowskj proposed lu ll funding for the Power Cost 
Equalization (PCE) program at $20.7 m illion for FY 06. The legislature appropriated $18.7 m illion, 
which underfunded PCF. by $2 m illion. The dramatic increase in the cost o f  diesel fuel since the 
legislative session has resulted in the PCE program being underfunded by approximately S5 m illion  in FY 
06 and the Alaska Energy Authority estimates that fu ll funding o f PCE in FY  07 w ill require $25.2 
m illion.

PCE is a program o f  the utmost importance lo rural Alaska. W hile its cost per rural beneficiary is modest 
($ 16.7 m illion  equates to $240 for each o f  the 7$,000 residents o f  the participating communities) it makes 
the basic, essential sere ice o f  electricity affordable for every Alaskan.

Ain: fa  Power Association strongly supports fu ll funding for PCE. We uige the Alaska Legislature to 
support a supplemental appropriation to restore the PCE benefit to 100% for FY 06 and to fu lly  fund PCE 
in the administration’s FY  07 operating budget.

Please do not hesitate to contact me i f  yon have any questions about A P A ’s position on this critical issue. 

Kuspcc! fu lly ,
Ni

Craig M cCollom  
Interim Executive Director
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Dear Senators and Representatives:

I am writing this letter in support of increased funding in the F:Y2007 budget for 
regional EMS grants in the amount of $455,700.00, which is listed as DHSS Public 
Health EMS grants to regions and rural grants.

As a small isolated community with very limited resources, as is the case in many 
Alaska communities, we rely heavily on assistance from the Southern Region EMS 
Council, both in training and funding for additional equipment.

Rural EMS has not seen an increase in funding since 1991, however, our state has 
seen an Increase in visitors and permanent residents alike since that time, not to 
mention the added financial strain on our volunteer resources as a result o f recent 
natural disasters such as Hurricane Katrina and the terrorist attacks on our country 
on 09-11-01.

Many lessons have been learned from these tragic events, but our state and our 
country has a long way to go in minimizing the impact on human and economic 
suffering from  these and future events and the additional funding fo r this program is a 
very big step in the right direction.

I would like to thank all o f you for the hard work and dedication that you have 
contributed to this effort and ask for your continued support o f these invaluable 
programs in the future.

Sincerely,

M ichael Hicks 
Fire Chief

mailto:flra@cttyofcordova.net
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I w as disappointed to read that the Senate Finance Subcommittee 
recommended cutting the funding for our wonderful public television and 
radio.

P lease reverse this stand. Almost nothing In that budget m eans more 
to me than helping Kakm and public radio continue at the present level.

The wonderful children's programs I waa thaknkful for when my daughter 
w as growing up, and now thankful that my granddaughter can enjoy and learn 
from them. The adult programs provide great evening entertainment, on a 
IqvbI far above what Is available on regular channels.

In this age when we're growing concerned about our education ratings 
falling behind other countries, and violence and aex dominating so  much of other 
television, keeping public television and radio as appealing a s  possible Is more 
Important than ever. Our long winters and isolated areas add to the Alaska need.

Programs like Frontline, Nova, American Experience, and the many 
special Alaska historical programs are great. And Public Radio broadens and 
d eepens reports of world and Alaska news

1 feel KAKM already struggles to get donor contributions during many 
evenings devoted to fundraising, with the atudlo filled wtth enthusiastic 
volunteers taking tho calls. They are trying hard. P lease don't reduce what 
they are achieving.

( appreciate your attention to this matter, and hope you will support.

Katherine Parker 
907-262-4580
(An Aiaskwi tor 54 years, Owner- 

operator ot Soidotna Map Shop)

TOTPL P .01
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Date: A p ril 6 ,2 0 0 6

To: Sedate F inance C om m ittee,

From : B ob  Tracey , M ayor  
P.O . B ox 76
N ondalton, A laska 99640  
(907) 294-2228

To Senate F inance C om m ittee,

As M ayor o f  N ondalton  I am w orried about H B365 the F V  07 sta te operating  
budget and the potential cut to RIJBA funding.

N ondalton  w as in a very desperate financial situation  fou r (4) years ago and w as in 
danger o f  com ing to a com plete stop. R U B A  and especially  R oxanne A uge a iocal 
governm ent specialist w ith  D ivision o f C om m unity A dvocacy have been a 
trem endous help w ith  N ondalton  getting back on track  w ith our utility m anagem ent 
and financial record keeping.

So as a com m unity finally  getting back on It’s feet w c hope that there w ill be no cuts 
to R U B A  funding.

I w ould  appreciate It i f  this letter could be distributed to all Senate F inance  
C om m ittee m em ber.

S incerely,

Bob T racey  
M ayor, N ondalton
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
LNFORMATION & TELECONFERENCING 

Nome Legislative Information Office 
] 03 East Front Street, PO Box 1630 

Nome, AK 99762 
Phone: (907) 443-5555 Fax: (907) 443-2162 

Email: Nome_LIO@legis.state.ak.us

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

Following this page is written testimony submitted by Gina Appolloni for the Senate 
Finance Committee budget hearing on April 7,2006.

Thank you.

Angelfque Norton 
Information Officer

cc: Representative Richard Foster 
Senator Donny Olson

mailto:Nome_LIO@legis.state.ak.us
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My name is Gina Appollonl; I’m the VPSO Program director here at Kawerak. Kawerak 
is one of six contractors operating the Village Public Safety Officer Program (VPSO) in 
rural Alaska through the Department of Public Safety (DPS).
The Senate House Finance Subcommittee is proposing a budget cut of $563,400 to 
this important program that provides for all public safety services, including law 
enforcement, fire fighting, water safety, emergency medical assistance and search and 
rescue operations in rural Alaska.
Kawerak supports the Governors proposed budget amount of $5,636,400 and asks for 
your support to ensure the VPSO's operating budget remains the same. The 
contractors cannot operate this program effectively with any more proposed budget 
cuts.
The Senate Finance Subcommittee is also supporting a pilot program with an 
appropriation of $400,000 to create a new lower tier safety officer titled Village Safety 
Assistant (VSA). Creating another tier is not necessarily going to improve rural law 
enforcement.
The contractors made recommendations in June 2005 to DPS to improve the current 
program including recommendations to spend the 2004 $2 million Federal IHS grant 
that was appropriated to supplement the VPSO program. The proposal focused on 
attracting new and retaining long-serving VPSO’s and increasing the number of rural 
communities In Alaska that have local law enforcement available. We proposed that 
the money be used to fund 15 new VPSO positions and provide retention bonuses to 
long-serving VPSO ’s. Although we were successful with some recommendations, we 
still are a long way to operate a program that benefits rural Alaskans.
We were successful in negotiating a $1.50 pay increase to $16.55 per hour, which we 
feel is still low. We are concerned about the success of hiring a lower paying position, 
Village Safety Assistant, to help with our already low paid VPSO ’s; this will not 
alleviate the problem. If we can't hire and retain VPSO ’s at $16.55 what is DPS 
proposing to do to hire a VSA at a lower rate?
The Alaska State Constitution states: "All persons have a natural right to life, liberty 
and are entitled to equal rights, opportunities and protection under the law. There is a 
public interest in keeping our children, families and communities safe. The safety and 
secunty of citizens in their communities is a fundamental responsibility of government."
I encourage you and your colleagues to oppose the proposed cut to the VPSO 
Program and to advocate for an increase of qualified VPSO positions In rural Alaska 
as opposed to the creation of n lower tier of safety officers.

02/02

Thank you for allowing me lo testify on this important matter.
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Susan Sciabbarrasi, Superintendent, W rangell Public Schools, WrangcIJ, AK 99929

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input to the Operating B udget My comments will be 
pertaining to K -12 education and most specifically the foundation form ula which incorporates 
both the base student allocation and the area cost differential.

When school districts developed their school budgets for next year, they budgeted the 
Governor’s proposed Base Student Allocation (BSA) increase o f $90.2 million, however, 
districts arc still having to make huge budget cuts. From the information I have received, the 
hardest hit districts this year are K enai, V aldez and W rangell. E ach  m ust cu t an  equ ivalent  
o f  6% from  their current b u d g et That is a large proportion when considering that cuts have 
been made annually for the past several years. Their budget deficits are due mainly to the 
continued increases in the Cost o f Living and increases to TRS/PERS, insurance and fuel.

In 1998, SB36 initiated a means for school districts to be funded both adequately and equitably. 
The Base Student Allocation (BSA) would reflect an amount per student to adequately fund a 
child in Alaska. Equity issues were addressed through the Area Cost Differential. W hile the 
G overnor’s proposed increase from $4919 to $5352 may be an adequate number, I do not feel 
that it is equ itable in relation to the Area Cost Differential. Specifically, schools in Sen ate  
D istrict A (W rangell, P etersburg, S itka, K etchikan) are the only school districts in the state 
that have n ot received  a  differentia l with the current District Cost Factors.

Senate Bill 36 required the updating and monitoring o f District Cost Factors. However, that has 
not happened and many school districts like W rangell, have been cutting staff and programs for 
the past 7 years. In July 2004 the Legislative Budget and A udit Committee contracted with 
ISER to update and modify the previously determined flawed AIR District Cost Study. 
Anchorage will still remain at 1.0 because they arc the ‘base’ in which to determine equality. 
However, adequacy m u st be m e t and then  the adjustm ent for equity.

House Bill 362 addresses adequacy and would hold Anchorage harmless, however, in order to 
also meet equity it should be in conjunction with the implementation o f the District Cost Factors 
determined by the ISER study. If only one is updated, as is currently proposed in HB362, then 
the directive from Senate Bill 36 in 1998 is not being fully met.

Again, I want to reiterate that even with the proposed $90.2 million to the Base Student 
Allocation, districts are experiencing Jargc deficits up to 6 %. Therefore, I urge you to accept, not 
only the proposed $90.2 million, but also fully implement the new District Cost Factors. Only 
then will both adequacy and equity be met for ALL of A laska’s children.

Thank you for you time and consideration.

TOTAL P.01
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W r a n g e l l  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  

R e s o lu t io n

A  R e s o lu t io n  o f  t h e  W r a n g e l l  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  S u p p o r t in g  F u ll  F u n d in g  
f o r  t h e  A la s k a  P u b l ic  B r o a d c a s t in g  S y s te m

Whereas, The mission o f the Wrangell Chamber o f Commerce is to support activities believed to be 
beneficial to the community o f Wrangell and it's dtizens; and

Whereas, Adequate funding for public broadcasting ensures universal public access to the airwaves as 
provided under the federal Public Broadcasting Act o f 1967. (S. 1160) Public Law 90-129 (81 S ta t 
365); and

Whereas, The vast majority o f rural Alaskan residents depend on public broadcasting as their sole 
source for emergency broadcast services In the event o f a national or civil disaster as well as daily 
local, regional, state, national and International news; and

Whereas, KSTK-FW has served the community o f Wrangell Alaska in this capacity since Its 
Incorporation on January, 27 1975; and

W hereas, Inadequate funding would have an adverse effect on KSTK and the citizens o f Wrangell 
who depend on KSTK’s daily public services; and

Whereas, Insufficient funding would result In diminished or no service to the community o f Wrangell;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Wrangell Chamber o f Commerce fully supports the 
funding o f public broadcasting in Alaska as proposed by Governor Frank Murkowskl In his FY1 2007 
budget and as approved by the Alaska State House.

y 2006.

TOTAL P.01



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance

Committee on SB305, dated 040706

Good-day, 4/07/2006

M y  name is James Spinka and I  have lived and worked for BP in Alaska for twenty-six years. I  have 
raised three children and currently have eight grandchildren, ail residents in Alaska. I have been a registered 
voter here the whole time. I work on the North Slope at GC-1 as a Lead Technician. I would have written 
earlier but I was at work getting GC-2 production back on line through our facility. I  received an e-mail update 
from the company, from Angus Walker, that mentioned as a concerned Alaska resident 1 may want to convey 
my opinion o f the O il Tax Legislation. M y opinion is that BP is a foreign o il company based and controlled 
from England. BP is still B ritish Petroleum. BP is not interested in how Alaska residents fare, for a very good 
example o f this refer to the article printed in the Clarion on March 3 15' o f this year about Aetna’s management 
o f the state’s insurance. W ell, Aetna has managed BP health insurance in the same way for two years, only for 
BP employees that are residents o f Alaska outside o f Anchorage they’ve managed to blatantly discriminate. 
Since BP is self insured our state Insurance Commissioner has little  control, they come under Department O f 
Labor direction ERISA. According to the D O L they can discriminate against Alaskans because we arc not a 
protected group! The more Aetna denies claims based on Usual Customary and Reasonable charges the more 
Aetna gets in bonuses because DOL/ERISA rules allow nominal profit fo r BP or they become an insurance 
company. So, BP takes a business expense thereby reducing the profit margin and reducing taxes, sound 
fam iliar. What do you think w ill happen i f  BP is paying the state its share based on their “ Profits".

Last week I mailed out a copy o f the Clarion article first to Maureen Johnson, the Performance Unit 
Leader o f BP in Alaska and to Sandy Beitel the Human Resources manager for BP in Alaska. I then sent the 
same article to BP peers on the West Operating area o f Prudhoc Bay. I  have enclosed one response which I 
received from  Riquc W illiams. I  have Rique's permission to use his response. Riquc lives in the Seattle, 
Washington area. I  work with people that live in the cities o f Los Angeles, Houston, Seattle, Cleveland, and 
Phoenix also, in the states of Florida, Montana and Louisiana and this seems to be a common theme, better 
insurance coverage i f  you don't live in Alaska. BP w ill tell you they have started an Advocacy group/person to 
reconcile insurance issues. W ell, I  called, and the Advocate told me i f  Aetna administered according to the plan 
then she can’ t help me. The issue is: Aetna says the Alaska Heart Institute charged above the UC fo r putting 
stints in m y w ife ’ s heart. A H I charges at the 75,h percentile o f the Ingcnix Fee Analyzer. Ingenix figures UC 
charges for many i f  not all states. Most healthcare professionals use Ingenix or similar service to establish fee 
scales per coded procedure. By comparison the codes in question Aetna said A H I charged above UC Aetna 
said the UC charge would have been paid at the 50tt percentile.

The bottom line is: It is BP management’s job to maximize profits for the company and I favor that 
whole hcartcdly, I  am a shareholder. But, I ’m an Alaskan first as is my fam ily and the residents o f our slate 
need to receive a square deal. Alaska residents working for BP at Prudhoe should be receiving at least as good 
o f healthcare coverage as the folks commuting to Alaska to work and work for the same company. There arc 
more than enough people in our state government ready and w illing  to give BP anything they request. Please 
feel free to contact me at 907-262-3807.

Respectfully,
Jim Spinka
400 Endicott Dr, Soldotna, A K  99669

SA0E ZW Z06 ’ON XUJ o n  IUN3M WJ 6L: 10 IHd 900a-Z.0-HJV
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Written testimony to Senate Finance Committee 
Thursday, A pril 6, 2006 
Regarding budget, IIB365 
I mi i banks 1,10

From Taber Rchbaum, Arctic Alliance for People and B ig Brothers B ig  Sisters 
P.O. Box 438, Ester A K  99725. tnhcitfdmosquitonet,com

On behalf o f  A rctic Alliance for People and its nearly 50 member Interior social service 
agencies, 1 would like to ask you to restore the Governor's requested increment to the 
Health and Social Services Community Matching Block Grant. In the last several years, 
this gram has been drastically reduced, yet the critical needs in the eligible communities 
(Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Mal-Su) have not. Having essential human services 
delivered by efficient and accountable non-profits saves the state money both in the short 
and long term. It is v ita lly  important to these hub communities as well -  in Fairbanks last 
year every state dollar from this grant source was leveraged by a factor o f 19 by the 
recipient agencies. We recently completed the application process, and without an 
increase several important programs may not receive funding, including Youth Court 
(which provides a clear and current savings to the State), the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorders Care Continuum Project, the TEFAP Food Distribution program, and Meals on 
Wheels. Funding the increment would be making an investment that w ill pay immediate 
as well hs long teim  dividends, and we strongly urge that you restore this line :tem to the 
ruquesled $3 m illion,

On behalf o f  Big Brothers Big Sisters o f Alaska, I  would like to ask that you fund the 
Youth Success Initiative, an exciting partnership to provide services to youth on a 
statewide basis through the Division o f  Behavioral Health. The partner organizations are 
oil well established and have proven outcomes and a track record o f  success. They are 
Big Brothers Big Sisters, Boys and Girls Clubs, the Alaska Association o f  School Boards, 
and RmalCap. W orking together through the Division we can develop a coordinated and 
effective approach to the issues o f  substance abuse and suicide that w ill make a 
significant and positive impact on the future o f our state. Alaska has one o f  the highest,
I f  not THE highest, rates o f  teen suicide in the nation. Your decisions today can change 
that. This Initiative would provide a vehicle fo r these successful programs to make a 
difference on a statewide basis - to improve and save young lives. Please make this 
investment in our young people. Even i f  you aren’ t able to fund the entire 16 m illion that 
has been requested • we believe that 12.5 or 3 m illion would be enough to get this 
parlnership o f f  the ground and begin to show results.

I bank you fo r your attention.
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; • «  F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  Health & Social

520 Fifth Ave, PO Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 
(907)459-1474 FAX (907)459-1280

Services Commission

MEMORANDUM

To;

From:

Senate Finance Committee

Carrie Dershin, Health and Social Services Commission

Dato; April 6, 2006

Subject: Human Servicos Community Matching Grant

On behalf o f the Health and Social Services Commission, I am asking you to support the $3M
increment as presented in the Governor's budget for the Human Services Community Matching 
Grant, I have served as a volunteer on the Fairbanks North Star Borouyh Health and Social 
Services Commission for four years. I have been fortunate to work with our local social service 
agencies and have seen, first hand, the direct impact of these grant funds to members of the 
Fairbanks community.

We havo a rigorous RFP process in place to address the effectiveness and efficiency by which 
these funds are delivered locally. Through the RFP, applicants are required to document program 
needs, define expecled outcomes, thoroughly describe their methodology, provide a detailed 
budget, demonstrate organizational capacity and document a program evaluation plan. We have a 
solid process in place that Is reviewed each year. There continues to be an even groalar focus on 
outcomes, the impact on the community, sustainability and the cost savings to the state. Theso 
slate dollars are used to leverage other funds, through additional grants, in kind donations and 
fundraising to bring a return of $19 to each $1 state dollar.

Tho need In our communities will only continue to increase. There is a significant increase In 
individuals seeking food assistance, our senior population continues to grow, medical cost are 
climbing and the need to support programs that prevent child abuse and neglect, youth mentoring 
and positivo alternatives to children could not be more important and timely.

Some have said, 'why put in the increase if we will need lo take it away in future years?’ For the 
peoplo who receive services through the support of this grant, now is the time help them. Now is 
thu lime to support a child at risk of delinquency, to help a homebound elder have a healthy meal 
dolivored, to get an uninsured mother in to see a doctor bofore cosily and urgent medical 
Intervention is required. Now Is the time to support the people In our communities who are most In 
noud. By allocating $3M to tho HSCMG you can help our local social service agencies do what 
they do bost: provido cost effectivo, compassionate and competent care within our communities.
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T e s t im o n y  to  th e  S e n a te  F in a n c e  C o m m itte e  
A p r i l 6 , 2 0 0 6  ■ • ’ ' ■

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  s p e a k  to d a y . M y  n a m e  is  C h e ry l 
K e e p e rs ;  I w o rk  fo r  th e  F a irb a n k s  N o rth  S ta r  B o ro u g h , a s  s ta f f  to  

H e a lth  &  S o c ia l S e rv ic e s  C o m m is s io n  a n d  in  th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  th e  
H u m a n  S e rv ic e s  C o m m u n ity  M a tc h in g  G ra n ts .

S ta te  fu n d s  fo r  th is  g ra n t  h a v e  d e c re a s e d  d ra m a t ic a lly  s in c e  F Y 0 2 , 

d ro p p in g  f ro m  $ 1 .7 M  to  $ 1 .0 M  in  F Y 0 4 , In F Y 0 5  th e  M a ta n u s k a  
S u s itn a  b o ro u g h  b e c a m e  e lig ib le  fo r  fu n d s ,  a n d  th e  s ta te  b u d g e t  w a s  

a d ju s te d  to  S 1 .2 3 5 M  to  h o ld  o th e r  p a r t ic ip a n ts  h a rm le s s .  W e  a re  
c u r re n t ly  o p e ra t in g  w ith  4 1 %  fe w e r  d o l la rs  th a n  w e  h a d  in  F Y 0 2 .

T h e  im p a c t  o f  th e s e  fu n d s  is s u b s ta n t ia l.  C o m b in e d  w ith  o th e r  d o l la r s  

a n d  in -k in d  d o n a t io n s ,  n o n -p ro f it  a g e n c ie s  p ro v id e d  fo o d  to  3 2 ,0 0 0  

h u n g ry  p e o p le ;  s u p p o r te d  1 1 0  te rm in a lly  ill p a t ie n ts  a n d  3 0 0  lo v e d  
o n e s ; e n r ic h e d  life  fo r  7 0 0  c h ild re n  w ith  a d u lt  a tte n t io n  a n d  s u p p o r t ;  
a n d  m u c h  m o re  in  F Y  0 5 .

T o  a c c o m p lis h  th is ,  a g e n c ie s  le v e ra g e  th e  g ra n t d o l la rs  w ith  o th e r  
fu n d s , p ro je c t  in c o m e  a n d  in -k in d  d o n a tio n s .  In F Y  0 5 , th e  re tu rn  o n  

in v e s tm e n t  fo r  s ta te  d o lla rs  w a s  19  to  1; fo r  e v e ry  s ta te  d o lla r ,  19  
w e re  le v e ra g e d .

P ro je c ts  fu n d e d  w ith  th e s e  d o lla rs  a ls o  s a v e  th e  s ta te  m o n e y , th ro u g h  
p re v e n t io n  a n d  c o s t-e f fe c t iv e  p ro g ra m s . T w o  e x a m p le s :

>  If H o s p ic e  c a re  re d u c e s  h o s p ita l u s e  b y  o n ly  10  d a y s ,  th e  
s a v in g s  e x c e e d  $ 2  m illio n .

>  W ith  a n  in -k in d  b u d g e t o f  3 1 % , N o r th  S ta r  Y o u th  C o u r t  p ro v id e s  
ju v e n i le  s e rv ic e s  a t  a f ra c t io n  o f  th e  c o s t.

T h e  a m o u n t  o f  th e  in c re m e n t w o u ld , w h e n  d is t r ib u te d  a m o n g  th e  
e l ig ib le  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  m a tc h e d  w ith  th e  re q u ire d  3 0 %  lo c a l 

c o n t r ib u t io n ,  a llo w  u s  to  m e e t e s s e n t ia l h u m a n  s e rv ic e  n e e d s  
d o c u m e n te d  in  th e  F Y 0 6  a llo c a t io n  p ro c e s s .

A s  y o u  k n o w , o u r  M a y o r  a n d  A s s e m b ly  s u p p o r t  th e  in c re m e n t,  a n d  I 
u rg e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  a s  w e ll.  A g a in , th a n k  y o u .
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F « lr b a n k *  N o r th  

S ta r  B o ro u g h
H e a r th  &  S o c ia l 

V  S o r v lc M  . 

C o m m la a fo n

F Y

2 0 0 5

G r a n t  F u n d s  W a r e  D i s t r i b u t e d  t o  
S e v e n  N o n - p r o f i t  A g e n c i e s

Alaska Legal Services Corporation 
Big Brothers / Big Sisters 
Fairbanks Community Food Bank 
Hospice of the Tanana Valloy 
Interior Community Health Center 
North Star Council on Aging 
North Star Youth Court

ltc\ isi'd

Tho agencies;used;$tate 
funds to  leverage 19 times 
that amount itythe value o f 
se rv ices td th« community

FU ND IN G  LEVER AG E
$5,000,000

54.500.000 

$4,000,000

53.500.000 

$3,000,000 

$2,500,000 

$2,000,000

51.500.000 

$1,000,000

$500,000

$0

H ig h l ig h t s  o f  S e r v ic e s  P r o v id e d
Stale
Funds

FNSB
Funds

Agency
Leverage

• Distributed 841,523 pounds of food to 32,403 hungry people using 20,653 volunteer hours
• 163 liomebound seniors received 59,006 hot meals delivered to their home
• 314 people were provided bereavement services after the death of a loved one and 110 

terminally ill patients were provided with patient care services
• 306 Individuals received legal advice and referrals for housing, family law, health, and 

income maintenance problems
• 703 children spent time with their Big Brother / Big Sister, enriching their lives with adult 

attention and support; over 77% showed improvement in school performance; 69% 
showed improvement In his/her altitude about school; 78% reported Improvoment with 
relationships with adults

• GO youth were referred to youth court, diverting work from the formal juvenile justice 
system; youth defendants contributed 909 hours of community service

• 1,537 people were provided with primary healthcare
RuvImI . tomlittii inuhMac. uu HSCMG i,id euwtanjnUJ fault iren Hw DHSSi
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" S F  F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h  Financial Services

520 Fifth Aye. PO Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1257 (9C7)459-H74 fax (907)asa-1280

Subject: Savings to State

Applicants for FY2007 Human Services Community Matching Grant funds were asked to 
describe how their project leverages funds in terms of savings to the State, The following are 
excerpts from proposals recently received:

‘ In 2005, the Interior Community Health Confer saved the Medicaid program $1,892,110.

‘ With an in-kind budget of 31%, North Star Youth Court provides juvenile services for 
Fairbanks and the State at a fraction of the cost.

‘ Based on the number of at-risk youth sen/iced by Big Brothers Big Sisters and the Juvenile , 
arrest rate in the Fairbanks area, 17 more youngsters would have been arrested if they had 
not received services. The cost to the State to incarcerate one minor is $98,257 per year.

‘ The cost per patient in the Hospice program is about $23 per day. Many Hospice pationts 
ore on the Medicaid program. If Hospice care reduced the use of:

• assisted living by 30 days, the savings would be about $700,000:
• skilled medical care by 20 days, the savings would be about $1M:
• hospital care by 10 days, the savings would be over $2M.

‘ North Star Council on Aging Meals on Wheels: by preventing the use of more intensive 
services for 5% of clients served (10), MOW genorates savings of over $1.2M.

Other applicants describe savings that are not as easily quantified. Savings come primarily 
through preventative services that avoid higher state costs at a later time, or by providing 
seivices that would cost more it provided by the State.

Thank you for your continued support.

Health & Social Services Commission

MEMORANDUM

To;

From:

Date:

Interior Delegation

Cheryl Keepers, for the IH&SS Commission 

March 13,2006

ftc: Mayor Whitaker
Health a Social Servicos Commission
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The North Star Council 011 Aging, Senior Center 
M eals on Wheels Senior N utrition Project 

F Y  ^ 0 0 7  Human Services Community Matching Grant Program

P art H - Leveraging Slate Savings ,
It is difficult to quantify the total savings generated by this project. The State of Alaska 
receives federal fmuling 1 0  coordinate and fund dtis project statewide. The Senior Nutrition 
Program utilizes a proactive prevention approach to defer the cost of oilier more costly care 
services such as Medicaid Choice Waiver In*Home Care Services, Assisted Living Care, and 
Hospitalization. Authorization to receive Choice Waiver services takes a period of two-six 
months, making this au unfeasible alternative for many consum er who are temporarily 
iucapaciiaU'iL Utilizing tiie figures listed in Chan F -l (Page F-l), and conservatively 
c.uimariug that JO program recipients (5%)c!o not need more intensive forms of care, it is 
reasonable to  estimate that die program generates over 1 .2  million dollars in savings to the 
State of Alaska. •

II

I
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I I .  Lcvum ging Slate Savings. .
i

W illum i the availability o l'ihe services and support o f  Hospice staff and volunteers, rruwy 
patients w ith terminal illnesses and their Families would be required to use the facilities o f  
assisted living homes, the Denali Center or the Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, especially in 
the days or weeks immediately preceding the patient’s death. In other cases, when a need 
exists but the patient’s condition is not yet critical enough, insurer limitations or lack o f  
coverage can result in the patient and family going without any assistance i f  Hospice 
volunteer services were not available.

In  2005, 99 patients were served by Hospice with an average length o f  stay in the program o f  
93 days for a total o f  9,207 patient days. Using 2005 Hospice expenses o f  $21.1,700, the cost 
per patient per day was about $23. The average daily cost for room and care at an assisted 
living home is about $257, at Denali Center about $160, and at Fairbanks Memorial Hospital 
about $2,*100.

I f  Hospice care helped reduced the number o f  days the average Hospice patient spent in 
assisted living by 30 days, the cost savings would be about S700,000. I f  Hospice care helped 
reduced by the number o f  days the average patient spent in skilled medical core at Denali 
(tenter by 20 days, the cost savings would be about $1 million. I f  Hospice care helped 
reduced by the number o f  days the average patient spent in Fairbanks Memorial Hospital by 
10 days, the cost savings would be about S2.-1 million.

Hospice bereavement clients indicated they would not have received any bereavement 
support had Hospice services been unavailable. Research supports the rationale that stress 
and trauma trom unresolved g rie f results in illness, lost work, substance abuse, relationship, 
and parcnt-child difficulties (dysfunction). Offering bereavement support lessens the 
demands lo r other Human Services, thereby resulting in long-term cost savings to the family, 
community and to the state.

The requested g;;int o f  $50,000 supports less than 30% o f  Hospice's personnel costs 
including benefits and payroll expenses. I f  the Stale o f  Alaska were to directly provide the 
same services as were delivered by Hospice in 200o, the cos: ju.st for the equivalent 
personnel (not considering other operational costs) is estimated as follows.

Kxoculive D irec to r
AK Social Worker level IV, SI6.52'hr 1-ull-timc
Patient Cure Coordinator .....
AK Social Worker Level HI. $J4. / 7/ir % 'I hue b  •
Volunteer Coordinator
AK Social Worker Level //. $29.00/hr V, Time * 6' 4
Kcrcnvcuicnt Coordinator t .
A K Social Worker Level III, SJ 1.17/hr 7, Time ’1
Office Manager
AK Admin Support Specialist, $25.91/hr Vi Time * ’ ^
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I •
P atient Cnre/licrcayem c/it Volunteers
Certified Nurses Aide II, $19.77/i\r (2.192 firs in 2005) $43,336
O ffice V olunteers
AKAdmin Assistant, $22.52/hr (1560 hrs in 2005) $35,131
Professional Service Volunteers
2?S?,r  /  ftCCOunts‘ ûnscbrs, board A committee. $292,080$60/hr (!,H6S hrs in 2005)

fotal Direct Cost for State Personnc’ $649,113
Less Grant Request to Hospice ($50.0001

Total Savings to the State of Alaska JJ
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North Star Youth Court
ftOO CuriimatLSt. Sutfr> 101 ■ PQgOX «*I47 • Fairbanks AK ■ f907l 4S7*79Z

If. LRVKRAG1NG STATE SAVINGS
North Star Youth Court is preventing the need for State services, empowering youth and the 

community lo provide more effective services, and ultimately reducing the number o f youth and adults 
that burden the Aluska Department o f  Corrections. NSYC accepts from 10-25% o f the Fairbanks’ 
jurisd iction misdemeanor referrals, and now reports a greater number o f  cases w ith  the M inor 
Consuming A lcohol referrals from the D istrict Court. Each case is saving the Stale the need to assign a 
Juvenile Probation O fficer ot the minimum. This is not to mention the reduction o f  repeal offenders that 
results in  future savings o f  perhaps the Attorney General’s O ffice and the Superior Court for 
adjudication o f  a more serious offense. A  reduction o r repeat youth M C A offenders could ultimately 
cut costs lo  the Slate in the areas o fa lcohu! related vehicle fatalities, arrests, and substance addiction. 
W ith a budget comprise o f  31% fn-kind, NSYC provides juvenile and youth services for the Fairbanks 
community and the State o f  Alaska at a fraction o f the amount that it would cost either.
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B i g  B r o t h e r s  B ig  S is t e r s  ;
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I I .  Leveraging Stale Savings

How has this project leveraged funds in terms of savings to the State?

B y matching at-risk kids with positive adult role-models, Big Brothers Big Sisters 
prevents such behaviors as delinquency, drug and alcohol abuse, teenage pregnancy, and 
failure at school. The costs o f the alternatives to prevention are staggering. Institutional 
drug rehabilitation costs over $500 a day. Incarceration o f a minor costs $98,257 per 
year. The cost o f  one full time caseworker, providing services to over 50 matched and 30 
unmatched at-risk children for a full year is less than 1/2 the cost o f incarcerating a single 
juvenile. BBBS served nearly 600 at-risk youth in matches in 2005. Based on the 
number o f  school-aged children in the Borough and the total number o f  youth arrests, we 
estimutc the juvenile arrest rate to be about 3%. I f  we apply that arrest rate to the nearly 
600 kids served by Big Brothers Big Sisters, we can conservatively estimate that 17 
youngsters would have been arrested i f  they hadn't received our services. I f  even only 
two had gone on to he incarcerated, the cost to the Slate would have been $196,514. This 
is a very conservative estimate, as the population we serve has higher risk factors than the 
general population from which we arc calculating the arTest rate. Based on the 
percentage o f  our 2005 Community Mntching Block Grant that represents State dollars, 
that’s a 461% return on investment

In 2005 over 60,000 hours o f  companionship, mentoring and friendship were provided by 
our volunteer B ig Brothers and Big Sisters to the children with whom they were matched. 
When compared lo the cost o f  professional counseling services (much o f  which could 
potentially be medicaid billable) at a rate o f  anywhere from $60 to $200 per hour, this 
represents a savings o f between $3,600,000 to $12,000,000

The Ilen lth  and Human Services Community Matching Block Grant provides critical 
funding that allows the agency to sustain and grow our core programs. Tho success o f 
these programs has allowed us to bring in additional grant monies for program expansion 
totaling well over $780,000. A  conservative estimate o f the value o f  in-kind 
contributions and volunteer time is o/er SI million .

A*M *1 «■»»- —--- ---
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I n t e r i o r  A I D S  A s s o c ia t io n  

P R O JE C T  S P E C IA L  D E L IV E R Y
i l l  ,  » * T

I 1, Leveraging Stale Savings

'Die stale did not contribute funds to PSD in 17Y 2005, therefore savings to the stale arc tru ly a 
bonus, I f  the Community Matching Grant is funded, the state's smaJ] investment o f  match lo tho
Borough funds w ill yield even greater savings, by improving health care monitoring -  which w ill 
undoubtedly save slate dollars by decreasing Medicaid expenses lb r pregnant or seriously ill 
consumers. .I

I
J C ost of T reatm ent:

I ’SD's Annual Cost in PY 2005 Per Client Year was $7,773. Consumers w ith  low-incom e and no 
insurance pay 'A o f  this cost. Medicaid and insurance typically reimburse for about h a lf the actual 
cost o f  treatment. In FY ? ''05, consumers paid *16% o f the treatment costs in cash or through their 

i benclHs. Th is  reduced ..te unrcin ibursed cost to 54,353 per year for each consumer •• the
amount which is supported by grants’ front the government.

Cost o f N O T  having treatment available 
; •  Cost ofincarceration for one year: 541,245 (Fairbanks Correctional Center, 12/04).

• Police Department time and expense to pursue and arrest addicts fo r drug dealing, drug 
possession, burglary, shoplifting, etc.: not tracked.

• Emergency Room admissions -  41% o f PSD consumers repored accessing emergency 
services 1-6 limes in the 6 months prior to starting treatment. A fter Ire-im ent intake, 38% had 
accessed the HR in the prior six months, and those who did went less often -  not drug-related.

•  $2.5 m illion  in  illegal drug sales In Fairbanks. A  consumer survey (see page 77) indicates 
that the average jimount spent for drugs prior to treatment was $280 per day. fn order to 
support this expense, many also sold dnigs-incrcasing crime and the potential for violence.

■ 70% o f consumers have m inor children, who had to cope w ith  the drug use and drug seeking 
behavior o f  their parent(s) prior to treatment.

Methadone rnairtcmmce treatment reduces the frequency o f  injecting and needle sharing 
behaviors. Methadone treatment is an important point o f  contact w ith ‘•ervicc providers and 
oilers opportunities to leach dmg users harm reduction teclmiques such as how lo  prevent 
M IV/AIDS, hepatitis, and other health problems that endanger dmg users and their communities. 
PSD participants have gone back to work, gone back to school, resumed taking care o f  their 
children, saved their marriages, and much more. When asked ut intake, why they want to enter 
treatment, the most common response is, “ 1 want m y life back." Many arc well on their way to 
achieving this goal.

Methadone treatment reduces criminal behavior.5 Drug-related arrests decline because 
methadone treatment participants reduce or slop buying and using illegal drugs. Arrests for 

predatory ciimes decrease because participants no longer need to finan:e costly heroin habits. 
Treatment allows many to stabilize their lives and obtain legitimate employment

‘ illu b lij.il K I , P.s.h.il, J.V .CuJJcwk, .-> O. ftlatrrtitlOuti-jmr t'iniptctivr SiiuJp. NIDA JU «juh Monograph 51, ISM: mkI 0*11,1C, 
A. JMry/. f f l . r . v . ; Hrahntnt. 1991 )

jMTlHtOa A ID S AssOCIA I K»N 
racr t,i
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I n t e r i o r  C o m m u n i t yHealth Center
Quality health care accessible to all

1606 23nl Avenue 
Fairbanks', AK  99701

I I .  I.cvcrsiftlng Slate Savings
I C l 1C leverages funds from this grant in terms o f  savings to the state in that the ) ,838 individuals 
served by this grant make a cost/patient o f approximately $122 per person. This means that for 
an input o f $50,000 the state receives over $224,226 wojih o f  services.

7 lie February 3,2006 A I'C A  Update, reported that in, “ 1994 Stanford University found that 10% 
o f fill emergency room visits arc for non-urgent conditions that could be treated in a primary care 
selling.”  They reported that researchers estimated that each unnecessary ER v is it was equal to a 
potential $650 in savings. FMIT ER provided approximately 27,000 visits in 2005, which 
according to the Stanford University research means that 2,700 o f  those visits were unnecessary 
ER visits. A t an estimated cost o f  $650 per visit, S I.755 m illion  could be saved i f  those 
individuals sought services at a primary care facility. The savings are even more notable when 
. dasha’s high cost o f  health care is considered

Thu A l'C  A Update also reported that the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured 
reported tluit the Alaska Medicaid program’s “ average total Medicaid spending fo r each 
Medicaid patient was $5,568.”  The Update also reported that, “ health centers save the Medicaid

program more than 30% in annual spending per beneficiary due to reduced specially care 
rufcirals :unl fewer hospital admissions.”  According to ICHC’s calendar year 2005 UDS data, 
JC'IIC sci ve il 1,133 Medicaid patients. The average total Medicaid spending per Medicaid 
patients o f $5,568 multiplied by 30% in savings equals $1,670 in annual saving per health center 
Moiiieaid patient. $1,670 multiplied by IC llC 's  1,133 Medicaid patients equals $1,892, j 10 in 
total annual Medicaid Savings.

A l l  calculations and considerations show that a $50,000 grant can be leveraged lo m illions o f 
dollars o f  services for Alaska's restVu i.’s.
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Fairbanks Counseling and Adoption
91? Barnatte Street 
P.O. Sox 71544 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 456-4/29 - Telephone . 
(907) 456-4623 - Fax

E-mail: (caffllcaalaska.org 
Website: htly://wvM'.feaaIaska.arq.

Leveraging Slate Savings: This project is cost effective for the Fairbanks North Star Borough 
and the stale. The overall goal o f this project is to work in partnership w ith  Ft. Wainwright 
Mental Health Services to promptly address issues o f  child abuse and neglect, fam ily violence, 
alcohol mid substance use and mental health and emotional issues as they develop and provide 
prevention and services. The purpose is to address these issues sw iftly  so that more serious 
problems w ill not develop. The ultimate goal is to provide services that w ill promote individual 
liea'th and overall fam ily functioning, well-being and stability.

The b e n e fits  to the community and state for providing these services are: dccrcuscd child abuse 
and fam ily violence situations; decreased luw enforcement involvement; a decrease in the 
involvement o f  the Office o f Children’s Services; decreased unemployment and lack o f 
productivity resulting from fam ily violence, alcohol and substance use and combat stress related 
issues. The cost lo the borough per m ilitary family is S53, w ith the overull projeet cost being 
590. 'Ih is  is less than the standard cost for one hour o f professional counseling, which is $125. 
Further, this project encourages m ilitary soldiers and families to use community mental health 
service providers and the costs associated with this should be mostly covered by Tricarc or 
.similar coverage.
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ii. f '

RESOURCE CENTER FOR PARENTS A N D  C H ILD R E N  
1401 Kollum Strnot 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
907-456-286G 

Fax 907-451-0125

LEVERAGING STATE SAVINGS

T his project reduces secondary disabilities in children affected by prenatal alcohol exposure. 
Due lo the supports and services provided by the Care Continuum, fewer o f  these children w ill 
end up in llic  juven ile  justice system. More o f  them w ill graduate irom  school und w ill move 
ini O'employment as adults. Additionally, there w ill be fewer days o f  productivity lost due to 
parents leaving w ork to deal w ith  behavioral issues. A ll o f  these impacts result in a cost saving 
to the state o f  Alaska.
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Septem ber 30 ,2005

Com m issioner Karleen Jackson •.
Departm ent of Health & Social Services 
350 Main Street, Room 404
P.O. Box 110601 - .
Juneau, AK 99811-0601

Dear Commissioner Jackson,

W a are writing to request an increase in the Btate budget for the Human Services 
Com m unity Matching Grant (HSCMG). This program provides direct funds to the 
Municipality of Anchorage, and the Matanuska-Susitna and Fairbanks North S tar 
Boroughs for essential human services, i.e., those services whose unavailability 
would subject p e .^ n o  needing the services to serious mental or physical 
hardship. State funding for this program has declined 43% since 2001. The 
needs have not.

Based on the needs we are currently experiencing, we request state funding for 
the HSCMG be Increased to 53M. This amount would be allocated by population 
among the three communities, who, In turn, provide a 30% match with local 
dollars. Funds are then allocated to non-profit organizations who provide the 
services.

T h e se  grants savo  the state considerab le m oney by providing se r v ic e s  in a 
very c o s t  effectivo m anner.

■ Using non-profits to doliver services adds more value to the grant. Non­
profits use grant dollars to leverago other funds and in-kind donations. 
Tho “return on investment" can be tremendous: in FY04, for every $1 of 
state funds, a rotum of $17 was generated by tho non-profits in Fairbanks.

■ Using non-profits simply costs less than providing services through the 
state.

■ Tho HSCMG funds activities that save state dollars in the long run. Again 
using an oxample from Fairbanks, ono day o f Hospice care cost about $21 
in FY04. The average cost for room & care at an assisted living homo 
was about $140, at the Denali Centor about $350 and at Fairbanks 
Memorial Hospital over $2,000. In 2004, over 100 people received 
Hospice assistance, for an average o f 95 days. W ithout Hospice, many o f 
these people would have had to turn to the State to pay for caro at a much 
higher cost.
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Sim ilar savings and results are replicated in Anchorage and Mat-Su, providing 
vital services in the most cost-effective manner.

T he n e e d s  con tin u e to substantially  Increase, while dollars available to 
fund th e se  vital health and human serv ices  continue to dram atically  
d ecrea so .

j  • .
The current amount o f $1.2 M does not meet our communities' needs. We 
respectfully request the grant be increased to $3M. This statewide amount 
would allow each o f us to meet the needs as presented to us in the most 
recent year.

■ Fairbanks:

•  Access to food is a basic need. The Fairbanks Community Food Bank 
has served a relentlessly increasing percentage of the population in 
recent years. W hile HSCMG funding has decreased 43%  since 2001, 
tho num ber of individuals In the FNS8 seeking food assistance has 
risen from 32% of the population to 38% of the population. Over 
32,600 individuals requested and received food assisiance at least 
once in 2004. This is a 14% increase since 1905.I »

• Requests for funding for FY06 jumpod by 61 % from the prior year.
Vita! programs providing hot meals for homebound seniors, meals for 
homeless people, hospice services to the terminally III and their 
families, dental care for the poor and more were not funded.

•  Anchorage:
t '

• The level o f food Insecurity, derived from national statistical data, has 
Increasod to 11.5% o f our total population. Using Bean’s Cafe as a 
representative example, Bean’s has seen a 16% increase in 
individuals needing food from FY04 to FY05. The current trend in 
"m eals served" counts indicate that last year's Increase o f 16% will bo 
exceeded again this year. Bean’s Is in Imminent danger of reaching 
capacity.

- A. other increasing and alarming unmet need in Anchorage, and 
across the state, is oral health care. Anchorage Neighborhood Health 
C linic (ANHC) uses its HSMG funds to provido dental cere. According 
to ANHC, rural health clinics spend more money to fly people into 
Anchorage fo r oral health care than for any other modical necessity. In 
2003 ANHC saw 4,398 oral hoalth patients fo r a total o f 7,413 patient . 
visits. Despite those numbers tho clinic was forced to turn away many 
needy patients. Tho clin ic’s capacity Is severely lim ited by tho number 
o f dentists that they can hire. In 2004 with the loss o f another staff
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dontist, ANHC was only able to see 3,550 patients fo r a total o f 6,571 
visits “  a 20% reduction in capacity. The director of the clinic noted that 
demand exceeds their capacity to provide care by over 300%. People 
are increasingly forced to turn to the state for dental care at a higher 
cost, Additionally, medical evidence clearly indicates that poor oral 
health care directly results In highly expensive medical conditions such 
as heart disease. Providing health care to severely o r chronically III 
patients also increases the state’s financial burden.

♦ M a tS u :

■ The Matanuska-Susitna Borough continues to be the fastest growing 
region in Alaska and the demand for services is also increasing rapidly. 
As documented in the 2005 Matanuska-Susitna Community 
Assessment, the lack of affordable health care was a major issue in 
every community throughout the Borough. Top concerns also included 
alcohol and methamphetamine abuse, inadequate public 
transportation, unemployment or underemployment, fam ily violence, 
and the lack o f availability o f services in all areas o f the Borough.

• In FY06, tho Human Services Citizens Advisory Committee
recommended a cap of $35,000 per program in an attempt to more 
equitably distribute funding. Even with the funding cap, Mat-Su was 
not able to fully fund many critically needed programs because the 
need for services greatly exceeded available funds

Tho local com m unities are good  stow ards o f th o se  sta te fu n d s. Our 
com m u n ities mako every offort to onsuro that theBe m on ies are u se d  In 
co st-e ffec tiv e  m anners to  target the greatest n eed s In our com m unities. For 
exam ple:

Fairbanks:

• Tho Health & Social Services Commission has developed a rigorous RFP 
process that requires applicants to: document the need, define expectod 
project outcomes, describe methodology, provide a detailed budget, prove 
organizational capacity, and Include a project evaluation com ponent. 
Proposals must receivo a certain score to be eligible. W e frequently hear 
from grunt applicants that this process is the most demanding o f tho all the 
grants they receivo.

■ Grant requosts for tho current year totaled $787,435. All of those requests 
met tho criteria for funding, as outlined above. Only the highest scoring 
proposals wero funded. Over time, many non-profits have been 
discouraged from applying due to the work involved and the declining 
funding. Thus, wo could easily allocate a greater amount.
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Anchorage;

■ Anchorage also uses a rigorous RFP process. In FY 03, 3.? agencies met 
the rigorous funding criteria. Grant requests totaled $2,039,279. Available 
HSMG funding allowed the MOA to fund only $1,544,523 o f those

' requests.

• In FY 04. because o f further reductions In the HSMG grant from the slate, 
the MOA eliminated 50% (16) o f those agencies previously eligible fo r 
funding. Vital services were not funded. Agencies have been forced to 
elim inate or drastically reduce programming as a result o f the continuing 
decrease in amount of HSMG funds available.

Mat Su:

• The Matanuska-Susitna Borough's rigorous RFP process is sim ilar to that 
o f Anchorage and Fairbanks. A  volunteer Human Services Citizens 
Advisory Committee independently scores tho applications based on

•• project need, goals, methodology, budget/cost effectiveness, 
management/organization, program evaluation, and valuo to the 
community. The committee also considers the Mat-Su Community 
Assessm ent in scoring the applications. The committee then tackles the 
difficult task of making recommendations to the assembly in accordance 
with the scores and available funding.

• F Y05 was the first year that the Matanuska-Susitna Borough was eligible . 
to receive HSMG funding. In FY05, nine applications were received from 
eligible agencies totaling $316,685 in funding requests, with a deficit in 
available funds o f $161,885. Only the top scoring proposals were fully 
funded out of a divorso array o f programs providing critically needed 
services for residents with disabilities, victims of domestic violence, 
seniors, residents with mental health challenges, and homeless youth.

• The numbor of applications received for Mat-Su HSMG funding increased 
by nearly 50% in FY06. Thirteen eligible ngencles requested funding 
totaling $354,766. This represents a 12% increaso In eligible funding 
requests from the previous year and a funding deficit o f $219,766.

Regarding tho 30% local match, wo havo attached letters o f support from our 
respective administrations.

Thank you for your consideration. Should you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact any or oil of us. W o look forward to an opportunity to discuss 
this with you in the near futiv..'.
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Sincerely,

Carrie Dershin
Health & Social Services Commission 
Fairbanks North Star Borough

Michele Brown
United W ay Anchorage
(contractor to the Municipality o f Anchorago)

f \ ,  < - \ .A A .p 6 \  O T < W v \

Murph 0  Brian, Planning and Land Use Director 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough

cc: Janet Clarke, Assistant Commissioner for Finance & Management, Dept
o f Health & Social Services

Attachments

Letters o f support from;
Jim Whitaker, Mayor, Fairbanks Norlh Star Borough 
Mark Beglch, Mayor, Municipality of Anchorage 
John Duffy, Manager, Matanuska-Susitna Borough



APR-07-06 FRI 01:42 PH FBX LEG IS INFORMATION FAX NO. 9074563346

Fairbanks North Star Borough Office of the Mayor
Hfl'j Pioneer Road P.O. Ho* 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 ‘#17/459-11100'

•• Tax ‘)(17/459-1102 
I:mail iTi.iyoi#('.o,fail hauks.nk.us

, :

September 2.6, 2005

Commissioner Karleon Jackson
Department of Health & Social Services ,
350 Main St. Room 404
PO Box 110601 , •
.Juneau, AK 99011-0601

Dear Commissioner Jackson: .

I am writing to support the request to increase state funding for the Human Services 
Community Matching Grant. During my tenure as Mayor, I have seen this grant 
program serve a vital purpose In our community.

Tho allocation process we have developed is fair and rigorous. The recipients make 
excellent use o f state and borough dollars and provide much noeded services. They 
are able to leverage these grant dollars with other funds and in-kind donations and thus 
provido a value that groatly exceeds tho cash value.

Tho Fairbanks North Star Borough has limited health and social services powers. 
Providing the required match to this grant program is one of the few  stops available to 
us to address our pressing health and social se-vices needs.

It is appropriate that the borough budget include an increased levnl of funding for fiscal 
year 2007 lo match an increased state amount; very few efforts return a greater benefit 
to the taxpayers.

Do not hesitate lo contact me if you have any questions, or you may direct questions to 
Cheryl Keepers, who provides staff support to our Health & Social Services 
Commission, at 409-1474.

Sincerely,

A \

Jim Whitaker, Mayor
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Mayor Mmk Kefiich OfCcc of the Mayor

September 29, 2005

Commissioner Karleen Jackson 
Department ofHeallh & Social Services 
P.O. Box 110601 
Juneau, AK 99811-0601

K.e: 1 fuinan Setvices Matching Grant
i * 1 •

Dear Commissioner Jackson:

Congratulations oil your new position as commissioner. You ate certainly well versed in 
the social service and health arena That is why I know that you will understand why I 
ant writing to request an increase in the state budget for the Human Services Matching 
Grant (HSMG) As you know, this program provides direct funds to the Municipality of 
Ancboiage, tire Matanuska-Susitna and Fairbanks North Star Boroughs for essential 
human services State funding for this program has declined 43 percent since 2001 
although the needs have not

Tho current yeai budget amount is $1,235,300, allocated by population among the three 
communities In turn, each community matches their amount with 30 peiccnt local cash, 
bringing the* cash total to S I,764,714 Funds arc then allocated to non-profit 
organizations that provide the services

Because granl funds are to nonprofit agencies that use volunteer labor and Uonalod items, 
the HSMG funds piovidc many tirr.es their monetary value in services to needy Alaskans 
Ihese grants save the stato considerable money by providing sotvices in a more cost 
effective manner. Using nonprofits to deliver services adds more value to the grant 
Nonprofits use grant dollars to leverage other fluids and in-Kind donations The "return on 
investment" can be incredible.

lire needs continue to substantially increase, while dollars available to fund these vital 
health and human services continue to dramatically dcciease The amount of SI .2 million 
does not meet Anchorage’s human services needs We respectfully request the granl be 
increased to 53 million flu's statewide amount that would allow each of us to rnoet the 
needs as presented to us in tho most recent year

Community, Security, Prosperity
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Last year, with the suppoil o f your office, the United Way o f Anchorage began 
administering the IJSMG in Anchoiage This is another example of the nonprofits 
stretching the gi ant monies even further Unfortunately, each year we have been forced 
to eliminate or drastically reduce programming as a result o f  the continuing decrease in 
amount o f  HSMG funds available.The local communities are good stewards of these state 
funds Our community partners make every effort to ensoic that these monies arc used in 
cost-effective manners to target the greatest needs in our communities

My administration continues to be supportive o f  the HSMG and will continue to with the 
30 percent match necessary to obtain this grant. An increase in the amount allocated lo 
the three communities will provide essential funds that arc the safety net o f  the poor and 
vulnerable in Alaska.

A., you are beginning the budget process for Fiscal Year 2007,1 am grateful for your 
cfTort in securing the continuance of the HSMG and would appreciate your support in thiG 
requested increase for the three communities Please do not hesitate lo contact me or my 
staff ussistant, Diane DjSanto at 343-7105, with any questions. J look forward to working 
with you in your now capacity as commissioner,

Sincerely,

Mayor

i
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M A T A N U S K A - S U S I T N A  B O R O U G H* ^
B o r o u g h  M a n a g e r 's  O f f i c e

350 East Dahlia Avenue • Palmer, A K  99645 
Phone (907) 745-9689 • Fax (907) 745-9669

September 29,2005

Commissioner Karleen Jackson ’ . ,
Department o f  Health and Social Services
P.O.Box U0601- • * . • *
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0601

i * '
Dear Commissioner Jackson:

Please accept my congratulations on your new position as commissioner, 1 believe that your 
expertise in the health and social services field w ill be o f great value to the citizens o f  Alaska.

' ' i •
On behalf o f  the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, 1 strongly support die request by the Municipality 
o f Anchorage, the Fairbanks North Star Borough, and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough to 
increase funding fo r the Human Sendees Community Matching Grant Program.

During the b rie f time that the Matanuska-Susitna Borough las participated In tho program, we 
have seen a 50 percent increase in the mimbcr o f applications received and a 12 percent increase 
ui requested funds. In FY06, the Human Services Citizens Advisory Committee recommended o 
cap o f $35,000 per program in an attempt to more equitably distribute funding. Even with the 
cap, we were not able to fully fund many critically needed programs because the need for 
services greatly exceeded Available funds.

Rapid population growth is expected to continue in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough and the need 
and demand for services arc great, as documented by the 2005 Mat-Su Community Assessment. 
Therefore, we are requesting an increase in HSMG funds and are committed to providing 
additional local matching funds so that these and other critically needed programs can be fu lly  
funded.

We respectfully request your consideration o f the proposed finding increase from $1,2 m illion to 
$3 m illion and look fonvard to working w ith you for the continued benefit o f  our citizens. I f  you 
have questions or would like additional information, pleAsc do not heaiute to contact me at (907) 
745-9869..

Sincerely,

John Dufiy, 
Borough Manager



State Funding Decreased 41% Since FY 2002.
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T t V r  ty rd c h y m tt

From: Luther 

RE: HB365

PlMM OK t t o  for comment* u d  * n d  to SeMtor Olsen with m y hot* u i  

connntnls.

Thank you
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• Honorable Senator Donald Olsen 
Alaska State Senate 
Juneau, Alaska

RE: HB365 -  Finance Committee 

Dear Senator Olsen:

Our Municipal O ffices aie concerned on cuts to the only programs that assist our 
Rural O ffices. Funding that is continuing downward from Revenue Sharing, State 
matching Funds for Federal Funds and Rural Developm ent Matching Grants.

Our State has at least 33 B illion  dollars in  the Permanent Fund Program and W indfalls 
Hitting our Fans with no aid to our Rural Villages.

Municipal Governments represent everyone in the village and provide public services.

Many o f  our services are mandated by the State and Federal Government Agencies.

Many o f  our Rural Villages do not have the Econom ic Base to support our Municipal 
O ffic e .

At leaat 91% o f  Alaska’s Wealth is pumped out o f  Rural Alaska.

When it com es to matching grants -  w e have no matching funds and m any o f  our villages 
do not have the experience or training to understand how  to com plete a vrmL

The problem is w e lack v lin in g  ard the only programs that provide tra’n in g  com es under 
the R UBA Program. W c lost a program when DCRA wax tied in with mother program, 
which took r.vay funding from our Rural Municipal Training Piogrrms.

Bookkeeping is  important to operate our Municipal O ffices and the State and Federal 
Government cam e up with a m eeting recently regarding just that. H ow  can the State 
Government and legislatures penalize our Municipal O ffices for not keeping up with the 
B ooks when funding keeps getting cut.

The City Clerks have an organization that does training o f  City Cleric and there now  
privm© instructors in the market who are past Alaskan City Clerics. It take* m oney  
for instructors and transportation to provide the education for O ffice Clerics, Bookkeepers

April 6 ,2 0 0 6
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and City Clerks. It also takes m oney to attend programs provided by the Alaska 
M unicipal League and the Clerks Programs.

Rural M unicipal Governments have suffered more in the last two to three years thee  
ever before. Alaska claims to be the riches State in the Union is  creating a  third world 
country o f  its own. M any or our Urban Legislature have not been to Rural Alaska and 
do not want to spend time there due to lack bathroom facilities.

W e are a unique State with different local nationalities that hftYC existed for thousands o f  

years.

M y com ments m ay ofiend som e our Legislature*, “This problem is our problem and as 
Legislatures it is  also your Problem”. Let us solve this problem together.

Sincerely,

Cc: Elim City Council
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C i t y  o f  H o o p e r  B a y
P.O. Box 29 

Hooper Bay, A K  99604 
Phone(907)758-431 i  

Fax (907) 758-4761 
Email eiivhpbtgi1 vahoo.com

RUBA PROGRAM is a most effective program that helps Rural Alaska, 
h ny of the rural municipalities would have gone under, if RUBA had not 
assisted them. Also multi-million dollar water and sewer systems depend 
upon RUBA to assist them from going bankrupt. These water and sewer 
systems are investments of the State and Federal governments. To cut out 
RUBA program is akin to cut out the mainstream life-line of rural Alaska. 
Cutting out revenue sharing and cutting out old-age assistance were enough. 
The RUBA Program should remain.

Sincerely,
 -

RJMurran/City Administrator

l
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HB 365 Testimony 
A pril 6,2006

Hello, my name is Wanda Rasmussen. I am the Field Coordinator for the Operations 
Department at Alaska V illage Electric Cooperative, Inc. We service 52 villages with 
electricity -  prim arily in Western and Northwestern Alaska.

Power Cost Equalizarion is very important to me for the consumers that we sendee, along 
w ith  fam ily that I have in some o f  the villages. I appreciate the consideration that you 
have given to restore a substantial amount o f  the funding fo r PCE.

1 am concerned that the budget that is being presented w il l start in  FY07, working o ff  the 
cost o f  fuel used during 2005. Next year’s PCE was determined by last year’s fuel cost 
and its funding should not be tied to next year's o il prices. Fuel is a major part o f our 
budget and the cost is picked up by our consumer’ s. I f  PCE starts the year at 75% o f  fu ll 
funding, electric rates fo r the eligible kilowatthours w il l  cost a fu ll 5.3 cents more. H u t 
increase o f  5.3 cents is ha lf o f  the cost o f an urban kwh. PCE needs to be restored to fu ll 
funding at the beginning o f  the new fiscal year, not at the end.

The major businesses in urban Alaska depend on rural Alaskans spending their dollars in 
their businesses. PCE makes a huge impact fo r a modest annual cost. I f  rural Alaskans 
lose this money, they w ill no longer be able to afford their electricity or many other basic 
necessities. It w il l have a huge snowball affect on all o f  Alaska.

PLEASE make PCE a p rio rity  issue for restoration at the 100% level.

Thank you.
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F a x  C o v e r

r ,

To: Senate Finance Committee WFrom: Meera Kohler, President &  CEO 1 (\
Fa *lk (907)465-2187

' ......................... ..............
Alaska Village Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Company: Alaska Legislature Fax #: (907) 562-4086 
E-mail: mkohler@avec.org

Date: April 7. 2006 Voice U: (907) 561-1818 or 565-5531 direct

Number o f  pages including this page: 2

1 apologize for leaving the Legislative Information Office last night before the 
Committee was able to receive testimony from Anchorage.

I watched (be Committee receive testimony from Mat-Su and Fairbanks and it was 
growing quite clear that it would be 8 pm before Anchorage’s turn arrived and Ihere 
were still six other communities to follow us! Out of consideration for my starving 
family and the senators’ need for a reduction in the number of testifiers, I opled to 
submit my testimony via fax.

I hank you tor the opportunity to testify. And lliank you for iJie graciou: less and 
good humor that was exhibited, particularly by Sen. Wilken, during the hour of 
testimony that I observed.

mailto:mkohler@avec.org
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ALASKA. VILLAGE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.

April 6, 2006

Senate Finance Committee 

Re: HB 365 Testimony

My name is Meera Kohler. I am the President & CEO of Alaska Village Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. -  an electric utility serving 52 villages -  primarily in Western 
and Northwestern Alaska.

I very much appreciate the good work that your committee has done to 
substantially restore funding for Power Cost Equalization closet to the 100% 
level.

The budget that was presented yesterday starts FY07 at 75% of full funding for 
PCE and then adds another $6.5 million in two installments during the year, 
predicated on the actual average cost of ANS "rude oil during that period.

I wish to point out that the current PCE levels' ere established by the Regulatory 
Commission of Alaska based upon the acti <i delivered cost of fuel during 2005. 
Regardless of what happens to the cost of < el this summer, the RCA will not 
recalculate those rates until lale in 2006 or in early 200 /. In other words, utilities 
collect fuel costs 12 to 18 months after those costs are incurred and not until the 
RCA approves revisions to the utilities' rates and sets the appropriate PCE fates. 
If the cost of North Slope crude (and tho cost of fuel) falls this year, it will not be 
reflected in electric rates until next year -  and then not until spring or cummer

If PCE starts the year at 75% of full funding, that translates to electric rates for 
the eligible kilowatlhours cosling a full 5.3 cents more! That is 50% of the cost of 
an urban kwh.

Please restore PCE to full funding at the beginning o f tho new fiscal year, not at 
the end.

Meora Kohler 
President & CEO

4831 E iiu le fitre c l .  Ancliuruije . /Alaska 99503-7497 . Phone (907) 561-1818 • I n f  .ate (800) 478-1818 . Fax (907) 5G2A08G
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Testimony:
House Bill 365

Chairman and Members of the committee: I am Sarah Welton President of the Mat Su 
Borough School Board. I appreciate the opportunity to speak with you. The Mat Su borough 
is growing, we are the fastest growing area of the state. It is projected that we will have 584 
new students for the next school year. That equais a whole elementary school.

The school board is appreciative of the money that is being allocated for education. We do 
thank you for all of your considerations. There are concerns for more financial impacts upon 
this community as well as the other districts in the state.

Municipal revenue sharing is requested by the school district for our borough government. 
These additional funds would help in providing for many local needs for the fastest growing 
area in the state. Any additional fimds would positively impact the ability for the borough to 
help meet its obligation for local funding of the schools.

As for the school district, it has put in measures to reduce consumption of energy and is 
seeing very positive results, at the same time the costs have risen dramatically. The district 
has out-sourced a portion of its work force starting next year to reduce costs of personnel and 
supplies. Other cost savings measures are being considered including reducing administrative 
staffing although the district’s central administration is one of the leanest in the state, 
averaging over the last few years 4% of the total budget.

The Trs and Pers impact is staggering. The district’s obligation has risen to $4 million which 
is approximately the cost of 80 teachers with salaries and benefits. These 80 teachers could 
be teaching 25 students per classroom, each, which then translates into 2000 students. We 
expect 16,000+ students in our district next year. We know that smaller class sizes, 
especially, in the early grades is the key to better education. We know that our students in the 
high schools need to have more class selections, such as foreign languages, to broaden their 
educational knowledge base. We have a need to increase our vocational technical education 
programs as well as our advanced placement options and opportunities for our students to 
take college courses.

Materials and supplies have been cut to the bone, and, while we have talented people who 
can teach with little support, there comes a point when some books are needed as well as 
visual aids like maps and charts, supplies, and new technology.
Other impacts upon our district are the issues of special education intensive funding, which, 
if the district loses its appeal of the audit, translates into approximately 5.8 Million dollars. 
This is lost revenue for the district that had been counted upon in the preparation of our 
budget.

Thank you for attention today and I am looking forward to meeting with many of you in 
Juneau later this month.
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Good evening, my name is Chris Hall

1 am here tills evening to speak in favor of fbnding the University ol'Alaska at the level proposed by the 
governor.

My wife and I both graduated from UA A in 2005 and are now in the workforce. Our degress are serving us 
well and I believe the state well. I have friends who graduated and now work in the fields of health care, 
engineering, business, and journalism. In my opinion, wc represent a university and stato goal, a workforce 
trained in Alaska working in Alaska.

I appreciate having a high quality educational institution in Alaska. Out I am concerned; 1 am concerned for 
students coming after me, students who may be thinking of piom, sports, or the latest fashion instead of a 
college education. 1 am also concerned for our state, at the current level of fbnding the university will not 
be able to create or expand high demand programs.

“ The House budget increase will cover only the 
University's fixed cost increases and nothing else.

4 The current Senate Finance Subcommittee proposal will be a considerable cut lo the operations of the 
university and will not address high demaii J workforce development needs throughout Alaska,

Please restore university funding to a level that provides for future students and the future of Alaska. 

Thank you for your service to our slate,
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C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s ,  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

e x p r e s s  m y  c o n c e r n s .

M y  n a m e  is  B r u c e  B a r t l e y .  1 a m  th e  c h i e f  o f  t h e  C h u g i a k  

V o l u n t e e r  F i r e  a n d  R e s c u e  C o m p a n y .  1 h a v e  b e e n  a n  E M T  

i n  A l a s k a  f o r  2 3  y e a r s .  A n d  I  h a v e  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  b o a r d  o f  

d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  R e g io n  E M S  C o u n c i l  f o r  1 7  

y e a r s .  F o r  1 5  o f  t h o s e  1 7  y e a r s ,  S o u t h e r n  r e g i o n . . .  a n d  a l l  

t h e  o t h e r  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  s l a t e . . . h a v e  b e e n  f l a t  

f u n d e d .  E v e n  w i t h  t h e  m o d e s t  i n f l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h a t  t im e ,  

f i a t  f u n d i n g  a m o u n t s  t o  a  s e r io u s  c u t .

A s  s u c h  I ’ v e  h a d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  m a n y  p a i n f u l  s e s s io n s  

w h e r e  w e  h a v e  c u t  b a c k  r e g io n a l  o p e r a t io n s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  

literally  t o  t h e  b o n e .

T h e s e  r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e s  p r o v i d e  t r a i n i n g . . . c e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c e r s  

f o r  s t a t e - c e r t i f i c a t i o n  e x a m s . . . p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n . . . a n d  d i r e c t  

g r a n t s  t o  E M S  s q u a d s .  T h e  r e g io n a l  o f f i c e s  h a v e  w o r k e d  

w i t h  p r i v a t e . . . s t a t e . . . a n d  f e d e r a ’ a g e n c ie s  t o  le v e r a g e  th e
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p u r c h a s e  o f  m o r e  t h a n  1 5  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  o f  b a d l y  n e e d e d  

E M S  e q u ip m e n t  o v e r  t h e  p a s  I s i x  y e a r s .

T h e  H o u s e  F in a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  i n c lu d e d  in  i t s  b u d g e t  

a n  i n c r e m e n t  o f  a lm o s t  4 5 6 - t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  t o  a s s is t  t h e  

r e g io n a l  o f f i c e s  i n  th e s e  v i t a l  t a s k s .  I u r g e  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  

t o  d o  t h e  s a m e .

A s  a n  u n p a id  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  r e g io n  w i t h  t h e  la r g e s t  

p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  m o s t  E M S  s q u a d s  in  t h e  s t a t e . . .  1 c a n  t e l l  

y o u  f i r s t - h a n d  t h a t  t h i s  g r o u p  w r i n g s  e v e r y  p e n n y  o u t  o f  

e v e r y  d o l l a r  . . . t o  e n a b le  m o s t l y  v o l u n t e e r  E M S  s e r v ic e s  t o  

p r o v i d e  th e  b e s t  p o s s ib le  p r e - h o s p i t a l  c a r e  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  

A la s k a .

I a p p r e c ia t e  t h e  d i l e m m a  y o u  fa c e  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  d e m a n d s  

f o r  f i n i t e  d o l l a r s .  I n  s o m e  r e s p e c t s . . . i t  is  h a r d e r  w h e n  y o u  

h a v e  t o o  m u c h  m o n e y  th a n  i t  is  w h e n  y o u  h a v e  t o o  l i t t l e .

B u t  c h i e f  a m o n g  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  s t a te  g o v e r n m e n t  is  

t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s .  S o  I  u r g e  y o u  t o  l o o k  a t


