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T O : Q ur Fairbanks Interim .

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program

Legislators nd

other Legislators

Statew ide

M arch,

inanv way.

2003

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription

drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS.to ensure
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to

lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature)
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T O : O u Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide M arch, 20Q 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to

the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS.to ensure

dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Nai’® » (signature) Maiting Address Phone E-Mail



T O : O ur Fairbanks

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program

Interior Legislators and

other Legislators Statew ide

M arch, 2003

in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription

drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

Iri addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to

lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature)
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T O : O 1. Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statew.ide M arch, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to

the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS.to ensure

dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address City & Zip Phone E-Mail
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O ur Fairbanks

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program

Interior Legislators

nd

other Legislators

Statew ide

M arch,

2003

in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription

drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to

lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O ur Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statew ide M arch, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to

the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. ('\/

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure

dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address City & Zip Phone E-Mail
Jk: v
- h~
P . ¥
Afch U glif ots X II) - T Y n
.y
L&dj O v.S
l'a Sa 1<l si& Pdz 9
/ o
5 HLLV J #OIOLEZT ICS O/Vv- Pl]iX—Q) F'hhs v I IC V5 7-/V OC,
Z . P-thc srm ;r/lerA f
/YiUM A ljodScr/ 015 Vcio ST&IUTLtIIA. CK,
M ALity/ 2Jpj E-/<_
1077 fzbuls AZavL n/C dis- 377
M HO T uiJw Cn UI(j\ 23d7 a/ZJY O-ic\(: do.tilt 277-303/



T O : O ur Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statew ide

M arch, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging image from 100 years down to

the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure

dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Meiling Address City & Zip P hone E-Mail
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T O : O ur Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide

M arch, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to

the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS.to ensure

dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (Signature) Physical Address Mailing Address City & Zip Phone E-Mail
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T O : O ur Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide

M arch, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to

the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure

dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address (  Mailing Address City & Zip Phone E-Mail
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T O : O ur Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators S tatewide M arch, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to

the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significart beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS ITIS.to ensure

dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (Signature) Physical Address Mailing Address City * Zip Phone E-Mail
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T O : O ur Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statew ide M arch, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS ITIS.to ensure
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Na[Re (signature) Physical Address Meiling Address City & Zip Phone E-Mail
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T O : O ur Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide

M arch, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wayv.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to

the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure

dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address i Miling Address City & Zip Phone E-Mail
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T O : O ur Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators S tatewide

M arch, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to

the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure

dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address City & Zip Phone E-Mail
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T O : O ur Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statew.ide M arch, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to

the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

fot
In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure

dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) | Name  (signature) Physical Address Mhiling Address City & Zip | Phone E-Mail
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HAY-13-2003 TOE 05:41 PM KENAI LIO FAX NO. 907 283 3075 P. 01

Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into .the record my testimony to the y
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Alaska State Legislature

V H r .

Please enier into the record my testimony to the x0 ¢- Lj | ft cL?/C.C- [ )R)N)/I> C
Committee name
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Hay 5, 2003
1245 cotwood Drive
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State of Alaska
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
INFORMATION & TELECONFERENCING

Tok Legislative Information Office
PO Box 845

Tok, AK 99780

Phone: 883-5020

Fax: S83-5021

Email: tok_lio@ legis.state.ak.us

To Senate Finance Committee: Testimony for SB 117 Teleconference
4/30/03 @ 5:30 PM
* Original mailed 5/1/03

I speak for myself. 1am opposed lo Senate Bill 117 as a substitution for and eventual elimination of the
Longevity Bonus program

It was originally designed to encourage the older Alaskans who worked and helped build up what is now
our present state. These elderly persons worked hard to make on unforgiving land one of promise where we
could live a life style of choice and still be able lo abide by Government rules and laws.

Your recommendation for qualifications is one of inequitable possibilities under the current age of
increasing cost of living.

The loss of income will force many to apply for other subsistence and the mountains of paperwork will cost
more in the long run than if you continue to pay the Bonus. Therefore you arc robbing the senior to create
more political jobs. You will be stripping us of pride and income.

The loss of spending cash will affect the already poor economy.

At the hearings | listened to many reasonable possible solutions to help keep this program and also help
your budget.

You, Governor Murkowski, and Senators should try to live on the budget you set for the seniors on this
program and see how it feels. In your campaign we were promised how you would improve the state, and
as thanks lor our vote and contributions you arc taking away part of our income. 1’'m sorry | voted for you.

I am a widow 75 years old and a icsident of Alaska for 48 years. | have worked hard and donated many
hours and dollars to help make this slate and my community a good place to raise my family and

grandchildren in.

Geneva Smith
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April 30, 2003
To Members of the Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Longevity Bonus

My name is Bill Church, age 72, and I have lived in Alaska for 69 years. 1worked my
whole life here and subsequently retired here.

I’m not so old that | can’t realize the necessity of cutting the budget. However, there are
many elderly people who can’t make it without the longevity bonus and I think it would
be pretty heartless take this away from them. This “needs based longevity bonus” would
take care of these people who would otherwise fall between the cracks.

I consider myselfa true Alaskan, and | can see a need for changes in the longevity
program. As has been said many times, it was created to reward those longtime Alaskans
who lived here, worked, and helped make Alaska what it is today. It no longer serves
that purpose. As has also been said, it has created two classes of seniors; actually more
than that. There are long-time Alaskans who get the bonus; there are short time Alaskans
who get the bonus; and there are long-time Alaskans who don’t get the bonus. It
probably would be a fairly reasonable thing to say that those of us who don’t get the
bonus could use itjust a well as those getting it. Whether they needed it or not, those
receiving the bonus have received thousands of dollars since the program started, or they
reached age 65. We are all being asked to tighten our belts, so perhaps those not in dire
need of the bonus will now be willing to sacrifice a little in order to look out for those
who are.

I sat in during the last two legislative audio conferences, and heard many people talking
about, “it being nice to have, they had gotten used to it and it wasn’t right to take it away
now, it was their mad money, etc.” | also had planned on the bonus at age 65, but missed
the deadline by 5 months. It was necessary' to make several major adjustments in our
retirement plans at that time, as my wife would also have received it. Perhaps the people
fortunate enough to have received the bonus should be grateful it lasted as long as it did.

I spoke with one of the Johnny come lately Alaskans and he said, and | quote him, “If
the legislature docs this. I’m going BACK down south.” All I can say is that people like
this are not Alaskans. Alaskans are here through both the good times and the bad.
Perhaps it would not be such a bad thing if some of these people who came up here
strictly for the benefits Alaska offered were to return home when the benefits stopped.

When you consider the number of senior citizens residing in Alaska, these hearings show

how few of them are willing to give up even a few minutes to defend the programs
benefiting them. Perhaps they are not as important to them as we think.

Is//ft
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April 30,2003
To Members of the Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Longevity Bonus

My name is Bill Church, age 72, and | have lived in Alaska for 69 years. 1worked my
whole life here and subsequently retired here,

I’m not so old that | can’t realize the necessity of cutting the budget. However, there arc
many elderly people who can’t make it without the longevity bonus and I think it would
be pretty heartless take this away from them. This “needs based longevity bonus™ would
take care ofthese people who would otherwise fall between the cracks.

I consider myselfa true Alaskan, and | can sec a need for changes in the longevity
program. As has been said many times, it was created to reward those longtime Alaskans
who lived here, worked, and helped make Alaska what it is today. It no longer serves
that purpose, As has also been said, it has created two classes of seniors; actually more
than that. There are long-time Alaskans who get the bonus; there are short time Alaskans
who get the bonus; and there aro long-time Alaskans who don’t get the bonus. It
probubly would be a fairly reasonable thing tc say that those of us who don’t get the
bonus could use itjust a well as those getting it. Whether they needed it or not, those
receiving the bonus have received thousands of dollars since the program started, or they
reached age 65. We are all being asked to tighten our belts, so perhaps those not in dire
need of the bonus will now be willing to sacrifice a little in order to look out for those
who are.

I sat in during the last two legislative audio conferences, and heard many people talking
about, “it being nice to have, they had gotten used to it and it wasn’t right to take it away
now, it was their mad money, etc." lalso had planned on the bonus at age 65, but missed
tho deadline by 5 months. It was necessary to make several major adjustments in our
retirement plans at that time, as my wife would also have received it, Perhaps the people
fortunate enough to have received the bonus should be grateful it lasted as long as it did.

I spoke with one of the Johnny come lately Alaskans and he said, and 1quote him, “If
the legislature docs this, I’'m going BACK down south.” All I can say is that people like
this arc not Alaskans. Alaskans are here through both the good times and the bad.
Perhaps it would not be such a bad thing if some of these people who came up here
strictly for the benefits Alaska offered were to return home when the benefits slopped.

When you consider the number of senior citizens residing in Alaska, these hearings show
how few of them are willing to give up even a few minutes lo defend the programs
benefiting them. Perhaps they aro not as important to them as we think,

P.
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Miy 1,2003

FAX Page*: 1

To: Senate Finance Committee, Senators Green & Wilken, COChair.
FAX 465-2187

Subject: SB 17 Re: Longevity Bonus

Gentlermen:

My wife and | were deeply disturbed by what we read in today’s local newspaper (The Peninsula
Clarion) regarding the FATE of the above subject and the many Seniors (such as we) dependent
upon same as currently being considered in the Senate Finance Committee.

We know this Lsnot an easy problem however, if "Seniors NEEDSIziz decided upon, and.they
should not bv The State, how can the Senate Finance Committee in all its wisdom define the
“NEEDS" of the individual Seniors involved? Elimination of the current *LONGEVITY BONUS
PROGRAM" or a drastic'* NEEDS BASED" adjustment (to the current program such as mentioned
in the above article) will be devastating to many Seniors. Such action will deprive many
'SENIORS' of their independence and self respect plus force them involuntarily to be dependent
upon (and raise the "COST" of) "STATE WELFARE PROGRAMS"!

We urge you lo drop the "NEEDS BASED " agenda and let the “LONGEVITY BONUS
PROGRAM™ continue until it dies as presently scheduled. Failing that, please consider no changes
prior to the middle of 2004 in order to enable "SENIORS' (those that can) to make reasonable
changes (not 5

Sincerely,

P 0 Box 2786
Soldctna, Alaska 99669
907-"62-4790
FAX] 907-262-2922

CC: Senator Tom Wagoner

Represenutive: Kelly W olf

.01
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TELECONFERENCE TESTIMONY OF JOHN L. CERUTTI, P.O. BOX 871, VALDEZ, AK 99686, TO SENATE
FINANCE COMMITTEE. RE SENATE BILL 117( ), APRIL 30, 2003.

THIS IS A NEARLY VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT OF MY VERBAL TESTIMONY:
“I AM MAKING MY CLOSING STATEMENT FIRST IN CASE | RUN OUT OF TIME.

"IN CLOSING, I THINK THE GOVERNOR AND ALL YOU IN THE LEGISLATURE, HOUSE AND SENATE. LACK
THE INTESTINAL FORTITUDE TO ENACT AN INCOME TAX. NOTE THAT SUCH A TAX NICKS THE
[LONGEVITY] BONUS PAYMENTS OF THE BETTER-OFF SENIORS!

"I AM NOW 83. FIRST CAME TO ANCHORAGE JUNE '49; WENT OUTSIDE SEPT. '54 FOR EDUCATION;
RETURNED MAY '60; NOW A [TOTAL] OF 47 YEARS IN ALASKA. BOTH OF MY ADOPTED CHILDREN WERE
BORN IN TERRITORY.

"THE CHANGE TO 1 YEAR RESIDENCY WAS STUPID! EVERYONE HAD THE SAME CONSTITUTIONAL
RIGHT TO LIVE IN ALASKA FOR 25 YEARS.

“I ACCEPTED THE 'BONUS AS AN INCENTIVE - A PROMISE? - TO REMAIN IN THE STATE WHEN |
REACHED 65 ON SEPT. 1, 1984, SO | STAYED AND MADE VERY MODEST INVESTMENTS IN ANCHORAGE
AND VALDEZ - [PAYOFFS] NOW RUNNING OUT. AS A [LICENSED] CIVIL ENGINEER. MY WORK HAS
HELPED IN BUILDING THE STATE'S INFRASTRUCTURE - NO BONUSES [READ, RETIREMENT
BENEFITS]."

THE FOLLOWING WAS NOT PART OF MY TESTIMONY BUT IT CAN BE CONSIDERED AS ADDITIONAL
TESTIMONY.

INCIDENTALLY, | DO APPRECIATE VERY MUCH THE OPPORTUNITY TO VOICE MY OPINION IN THIS, OR
ANY OTHER MATTER OF INTEREST. AS A MEMBER OF AARP. | FEEL BETRAYED BY THOSE LOCAL
OFFICIALS WHO ESPOUSED COMPROMISING. Y'ALL ARE TO BE COMMENDED FOR HAVING THE
PATIENCE TO SIT THERE FOR THREE HOURS, AFTER WORKING HOURS, TO HEAR THE TESTIMONY OF
SO MANY PEOPLE. | REITERATE THAT AN INCOME TAX IS THE FAIREST OF ALL BUDGET FINANCING
METHODS: IT DOESN'T SUPPORT THE COST OF GOVERNMENT ON THE BACKS OF THE LOW INCOME
PEOPLE AS WILL A SALES TAX - ESPECIALLY IF LEVIED ON THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE. A SCHOOL TAX
OF $100 PER WAGE OWNER CAN BE ONEROUS FOR LOW INCOME FAMILIES (REMEMBER THE
TERRITORIAL DAYS WITH THE $10 TAX?). A TOUR BOAT PASLENGER HEAD TAX OF MORE MODEST
PROPORTION SEEMS FAIR SINCE THAT INDUSTRY DOES IMPOSE A BURDEN ON THE PORTS-OF-CALL
GOVERNMENTS BUT YOUR VERSION PUTS ALL SUCH REVENUE IN THE STATE TREASURY.

IN CLOSING, SHOW ONE PERSON WHO IN SOME WAY IS NOT SUBSIDIZED BY THE GOVERNMENTIII

John L. Cerultti
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Tok Legislative Information Office
PO Box 845

Tok, AK 99780

Phone; 883-5020

Fax: 883-5021

Email: tokJio@Icgis.state.ak.us

To Senate Finance Committee: Testimony for SB 117 Teleconference
4/30/03 @ 5:30 PM
* Original mailed 5/1/03

I speak for myself. | am opposed to Senate Bill 117 as a substitution for and eventual elimination of the
Longevity Bonus program

It was originally designed to encourage the older Alaskans who worked and helped build up what is now
our present state. These elderly persons worked hard to make on unforgiving land one of promise where we
could live a life style of choice and still be able to abide by Government rules and laws.

Your recommendation for qualifications is one of inequitable possibilities under the current age of
increasing cost of living.

The loss of income will force many to apply for other subsistence and the mountains of paperwork will cost
more in the long run than if you continue to pay the Bonus. Therefore you are robbing the senior to create
more political jobs. You will be stripping us of pride and income.

The loss of spending cash will affect the already poor economy.

At the hearings | listened to many reasonable possible solutions to help keep this program and also help
your budget.

You, Governor Murkowskl, and Senators should try to live on the budget you set for the seniors on this
program and see how it feels. In your campaign we were promised how you would improve the state, and
as thanks for our vote and contributions you arc taking away part of our Income. 1’m sorry | voted for you.

lam a widow 75 years old and a resident of Alaska for 48 years. | have worked hard and donated many
hours and dollars to help make this state and my community a good place to raise ray family and

grandchildren In.

Geneva Smith
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Senate Finance Committee

Fax:  465-2187 Date: 5/1/200"

Phono: 465-2618 Pages: 6

Ro: Written Testimony SB 117 CC:

O Urgent P For The Record 0O Please Comment O Please Reply

Comments Written testimony for SB 117, teleconferenced on 4/30/04. The originals will bo pouched
to the commilttoo co-chair.
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April 30, 2003

Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

After reading the recently revised Senate Bill No. 117 we could not believe that any
Alaska State Legislator would ever want to remove the Safety Net from the old timers who
helped build Alaska years ago. Now that these Pioneers are well over 75 years of age
ana are at a time of life where the Longevity Bonus (like a retirement) Is needed now and
when unexpected health and financ'd! problems are most apt to occur. To tell these
pioneers that we will not keep a promise to you. You cannot have a personal savinas or
money tosee you through your lasi years Is extremely demeaning. To say to old timers
that you do not deserve a safety net unless you qualify for Income at the welfare level Is to
tell them that you do not deserve anything for your hard work, hardships and efforts (n
building Alaska. Even President Bush Is trying to put relief money back Into the pockets of
citizens to stimulate the economy, Our Alaska Legislature needs to lecommena a State
Sales Tax or Seasonal Tax so the eldorly seniors and disabled would be assured of
"Meals on Wheels" and the Longevity Bonus. Kids Care and adequate funds for education
are also are priorities to maintain an adequate standard of living, A tax on out-PFstate
workers during the construction and fishing seasons should be putin place and the
Governor and the Administration should prevail on their oil company friends to pay their
bills, Many Alaska fishing families have received nothing from Exxon for the 1989 spill and
payment of the now greatly reduced punitive damage claim would be a great boom to
the Alaskan economy.

Respectfully,

JarU M. Van Hyning *
(i PO Box 80165 c
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

907-479*2476
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April 30, 2003

To: Senate Rules Committee
Subject: C5 For Senate Bill No. 117 - Re: Longevity Bonus

This proposed legislation is intended to supplement the current regulations that
cover the Longevity Program, and will take the place of the phase-out that the current
law designates. With due respect, | find this Bill degrading and an insult to the pioneers
Involved In the program, whether they as individuals would be eliminated from the
program, or those that would qualify. As the Governor has stated, Alaska has many
programs that are designed to help the poor and pick up the tab for those who are

destitute.

The Longevity Bonus was not designed for those reasons and the recipients are
entitled to a phase out that has some dignity about it. Many of us will agree that the
annual expenditures for the current qualified long-term residents if carried to its

demise, (estimated 2031,) is excessive, and not fair to other Alaskans.

A more equitable way to eliminate the Program would be to speed up the phase
out. Each year, starting with July 1, 2003, reduce the annual payments to current
participants by 20* per year. For example, current participants receiving $250 would
be reduced to $200 per month and so on down the line of other lesser amounts as
specified In the current program. The phase- out would then eliminate the Program in
five (5) years. Everyone takes the same hit, and participants will have a period to adjust
their income to offset the shock of a one-time blow. There would be very little
additional expense determining who was eligible for the phase-out, as compared to

changing the recipients to a “needs” basis.

Keep in mind that we did not invent the Longevity Program, and we had nothing
to do with the Increase in recipients, but we do need time to adjust to the loss of
Income.

Since the Program was to be phased out, we had no warning before the ballots

were counted in the last election that the Governorwas taking aim at the Longevity
Bonus Program.

Glen D. Franklin,
1213 Copper St., Fairbanks, Ak 99709
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the  Senate Finance
Committee Name

Committee on SB 117 dated April 30, 2003

B ill/S u fc t"
lam here to express my objection to SB 117 regarding the Alaska Longevity bonus. This bill
would detrimentally impact Alaska’s most honored citizens, our elders.

lrespect this Committee’s diligence in addressing the budget shortfalls. | recognize your
decisions are difficult and laden with burden.

lbelieve there are two options, cut back spending or generate more revenues. This proposed
cutback will hurt elders. Generating revenues makes everyone that can pay for services and
programs - pay. | was told that there are approximately 18000 Alaskan elders that receive the
longevity bonus. The cost is approximately $47 million.

In 2001, total wages earned in Alaska equaled $9.3 Billion dollars and non-residents earned $1.1
billion dollars of that money. A 5% income tax would have generated $465 Million dollars, of
which Non-residents would have had to give back to Alaska in the amount of $50.5 Million
dollars. The revenue generated from the non-residents alone would be more than enough to

& ,A//\Ix0ver the expenses related to providing a bonus t )Ur respected elder.,.

)1

We all know it’s time to pay the piper. But the question is who is to pay? | believe it should be
those that work and can afford to pay, not our honored elders. Why would anyone want to

balance the budget on the backs ol our elders! <, 7™ Vh/ /<
fYlcc/u.) V VA'LCA'l fih -, | R tv "/A c * n

| J
nne question is not whether we can afford this program; the question is, “are there alternative
solutions?” | believe there arc. | respectfully request that you not support SB 117.

Signed ye ail
Testififcx-Myrna Gardner
Self
Representing (Optional)
PO Box 3339L Juneau. Alaska 99803
Address
907-463-/386
Phone Number
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Alaska State Legislature
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April 30.2003
To Members of the Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Longevity Bonus

My name is Bill Church, age 72, and | have lived in Alaska for 69 years. | worked my
whole life here and subsequently retired here.

I’m not so old that 1can’t realize the necessity of cutting the budget. However, there are
many elderly people who can’t make it without the longevity bonus and I think it would
be pretty heartless take this away from them. This “needs based longevity bonus" would
take care of these people who would otherwise fall between the cracks,

I consider myscll'a true Alaskan, ana | can see a need for changes in the longevity
program. As has been said many times, it was created to reward those longtime Alaskans
who lived here, worked, and helped make Alaska what it is today. It no longer serves
that purpose. As has also been said, it has created two classes of seniors; actually more
than that. There are long-time Alaskans who get the bonus; there are short time Alaskans
who gel the bonus; and there are long-time Alaskans who don’t get the bonus. It
probably would be a fairly reasonable thing to say that those of us who don’t get the
bonus could use itjust a well as those getting it. V/I ether they needed it or not, those
receiving the bonus have received thousands of dollars since die program started, or they
reached age 65. We are all being asked to tighten our belts, so perhaps those not in dire
need of the bonus will now be willing to sacrifice a little in order to look out for those
who arc.

I sat in during the last two legislative audio conferences, and heard many people talking
about, “it being nice to have, they had gotten used to it and it wasn’t right to take it away
now, it was their mad money, etc.” | also had planned on the bonus at age 65, but missed
the deadline by 5 months. It was necessary to make several major adjustments In our
retirement plans at that time, as my wife would also have received it, Perhaps the people
fortunate enough to have received the bonus should be grateful it lasted as long as it did.

I spoke with one of the Johnny come lately Alaskans and he said, and | quote him, “If
the legislature does this, 1’m going BACK, down south.” All | can say is that people like
this are not Alaskans. Alaskans are here through both the good times and the bad.
Perhups it would not be such a bad thing if some of these people who came up here
strictly for the benefits Alaska offered were to return home when the benefits stopped.

When you consider the number of senior citizens residing in Alaska, these hearings show
how few ofthem arc willing lo give up even a few minutes to defend the programs
benefiting them. Perhaps they are not as important to them as we think.
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