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T O :  Q u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i m .  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  in  a n v  w a y .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the  survival of Alaska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  seniors  live precariously on the ed g e  of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen io rs  and their medical paym ents  have a significant beneficial effect on the s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers  and  they provide the equivalent of thousands  of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the s tate.  We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O :  O u  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 Q 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  in  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and  the survival of Alaska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen io rs  live precariously on the  ed g e  of solvency s tretching their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen io rs  and their medical paym ents  have a significant beneficial effect on the s t a te ’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen io rs  are volunteers  and they provide the equivalent of th o u san d s  of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to  ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors ,  and to enable  them  to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s sName ( p r i n t ) Nai ê ■ ( s i g n a t u r e ) Phone E-Mail



T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the edge  of solvency stre tching  their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical payments  have a significant beneficial effect on the s t a te ’s  economy.

Iri addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers  and  they provide the  equivalent of th o u sa n d s  of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the s tate.  We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the  Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O :  O l .  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the  well being and  the survival of A laska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  seniors  live precariously on the  edge  of solvency s tre tching  their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical payments  have a significant beneficial effect on the s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers  and  they provide th e  equivalent of th o u san d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to the s tate.  We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the  Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name ( p r i n t ) Name ( s i g n a t u r e ) P h y s i c a l  A d d r e s s M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s C ity  &  Zip Phone E -M ail
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the  survival of A laska’s  s en io rs  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  seniors  live precariously on the  ed g e  of solvency s t re tch ing  their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical paym ents  have a significant beneficial effect on the  s ta t e ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are vo lunteers  and they provide the equivalent of th o u san d s  of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the  state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors ,  and to enable them  to continue to contribute  their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and  the survival of Alaska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age  from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the  edge  of solvency stretching their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors  and their medical paym ents  have a significant beneficial effect on the  s ta te ’s  economy. (IV
In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers  and they provide the equivalent of th o u s a n d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the  undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity B onus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors ,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e  M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the  survival of Alaska’s  sen iors  ranging image from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the  ed g e  of solvency stretching their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical payments  have a significant beneficial effect on the  s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors  are volunteers and they provide the  equivalent of th o u s a n d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to  the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity B onus  Program intact AS IT IS. to en su re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors, and to enable  them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and  the  survival of Alaska’s  sen iors  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the  e d g e  of solvency stre tching  their small incomes to  pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical payments  have a significant beneficial effect on the  s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the  impact of their income, seniors are volunteers  and they provide the equivalent of th o u san d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the  Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to en su re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors, and to enable them  to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address C ity  & Zip Phone E-Mail
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the  survival of Alaska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age  from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  seniors  live precariously on the  edge  of solvency s tretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical paym ents  have a significant beneficial effect on the s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers  and they provide the equivalent of th ou san d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to  the s tate.  We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s  sen iors  ranging in age  from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  seniors  live precariously on the  edge  of solvency stretching their small incom es to  pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen io rs  and their medical payments have a s ignificart  beneficial effect on the s t a t e ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of th o u sa n d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors ,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and th e  survival of Alaska’s  sen iors  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the ed g e  of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the  s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers and  they provide the equivalent of th o u san d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the survival of A laska’s  sen iors  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the edge  of solvency s tre tching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical payments  have a significant beneficial effect on the s t a t e ’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors  are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of th o u san d s  of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the  Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are  critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age  from 1 0 0  years down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the ed g e  of solvency stretching their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors  and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the  s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of th o u sa n d s  of full-time jobs 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity B onus  Program intact AS IT IS, to en su re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the  survival of Alaska’s  seniors  ranging in age  from 1 0 0  years down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  seniors live precariously on the edge  of solvency stretching their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the s ta te ’s  economy.
f t

In addition to the impact of their income, sen io rs  are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of th o u sa n d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to the  state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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F ra n k  L .  G ira rd  
1245 Sco tw ood  D riv e  
W a s i l l a ,  AK 93B54

nEANS TESTING FOR THE LONGEVITY BONUS?
G ove rno r flu rk o w sk i i s  a p p a r e n t ly  sch em in g  to  d e p r iv e  th e  o l d e s t  
and s i c k e s t  A la s k a n s  o f  t h e i r  L o n g e v i ty  Bonus ( L B )  by p u n is h in g  
t h r i f t .  The p ro p o sed  a s s e t / in c o m e  c u t o f f s  a r e  f a r  to o  low . Tho se  
LB s e n i o r s  who would q u a l i f y  to  c o n t in u e  to  r e c e iv e  th e  LB would 
q u a l i f y ,  o r  n e a r ly  s o , f o r  o th e r  c h a r i t i e s .  Tho se  LB s e n io r s  who 
w ere t h r i f t y  enough to  s a v e  f o r  one o r  more common e m e rg e n c ie s  
su ch  a s  u n e x p e c te d  m e d ic a l /d e n ta l  o u t l a y s ,  b ro k e n  h e a t in g  u n i t s ,  
f a i l e d  s e p t i c  s y s te m s ,  m a jo r c a r  r e p a i r s ,  e t c .  would n o t be 
e l i g i b l e  t o  s t a y  on th e  LB p ro g ram .
LB s e n i o r s  f o o l i s h l y  e x p e c te d  th e  s t a t e  t o  keep  i t s  p rom ise  and 
lo n g  ago  b u i l t  th e  LB i n to  t h e i r  in com e -e xp en se  s t r u c t u r e s .
( e . g . ,  m o rtg a g e  paym en ts were p r e d ic a te d  on a c o n t in u in g  L B . )  I f  
th e  LB i s  w ith d raw n , exLB s e n i o r s  w i l l  h ave  t o  sp end  down t h e i r  
s a v in g s  a t  th e  LB r a t e  u n t i l  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s  f a l l  below  th e  
p o v e r ty  l e v e l s  c u r r e n t l y  p la n n e d . A t t h a t  t im e , th e y  w i l l  h ave  
l i t t l e  l e f t  to  Face  h a rd s h ip s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  p e c u l i a r  to  o ld  
a g e . How c r u e l  i t  would be to  deny th e  o l d e s t  and s i c k e s t  segm en t 
o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  a s i i g h t  b i t  oF s e c u r i t y !
To l e g a l l y  t r y  t o  b e a t  f i n a n c i a l  a s s e t  t e s t i n g ,  many s e n io r s  w i l l  
t r a n s f e r  s a v in g s  i n to  more e x p e n s iv e  homes, c a r s  o r  o th e r  l e s s  
l i q u i d  fo rm s .  T h i s  a c c o m p lish e s  n o th in g  f o r  th e  s t a t e  and le a v e s  
o ld  p eo p le  more v u ln e r a b le  to  c a t a s t r o p h e .  W ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  
g r e a t  w e a l th ,  th e  s t a t e  sh o u ld  e n c o u ra g e  o l d s t e r s  t o  have a s  much 
l i q u i d i t y  a s  p o s s i b l e .
What i s  th e  r e a l  c o s t  o f  a d m in i s t e r i n g  and p o l i c i n g  a m ean s-b a sed  
LB p ro g ram ?  T h i s  c o s t  c o u ld  t a k e  a l a r g e  b i t e  o u t o f  what i s  
su p po sed  to  be s a v e d . What a b o u t p r i v a c y  r i g h t s ,  l o s s  o f  d i g n i t y ?
N e a r ly  a l l  LB money i s  s p e n t  in  A la s k a  w i th  accom pany ing  econom ic 
s t im u lu s .  The v a s t  m a jo r i t y  o f  I..B s e n i o r s  have s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ;  
many have  o th e r  income a s  w e l l .  A s e n i o r ' s  t o t a l  incom e can be 
s e v e r a l  t im e s  th e  LB . U su a lly  a l l  i s  s p e n t  in  th e  s t a t e  w ith  much 
g r e a t e r  econom ic b e n e f i t  th a n  from  th e  LB a lo n e .  L o s s  o f  th e  LB 
w i l l  c a u se  th o u sa n d s  o f  s e n io r s  to  le a v e  F o r p la c e s  w ith  low e r 
l i v i n g  c o s t s ,  t a k i n g  t h e i r  SS and any o th e r  income w ith  them .
T h i s  p o t e n t i a l  l o s s  c o u ld  d i c t a t e  m a in ta in in g  th e  LB a s  i s .



Though m ost s e n i o r s  d o n ’ t  know i t ,  th e y  a r e  f a c in g  f i n a n c i a l  
d i s a s t e r .  S te e p ly  r i s i n g  d ru g  c o s t s  and o n go in g  f e d e r a l  c u t s  in  
m ed ic a re  and v e t e r a n ’ s  b e n e f i t s  w i l l  e v e n tu a l l y  c ru s h  th e  
m a jo r i t y  o f  s e n i o r s .  P le a s e  le a v e  th e  LB a s  i s  f o r  th e  o l d e s t  
and s i c k e s t  A 'a s k a n s ,  They d e s p e r a t e l y  need i t !  By d e a th ,  th e  LB 
i s  a l r e a d y  s e l f - e l i m i n a r i n g .
Ule a r e  t o l d  t h a t  A la s k a  i s  g o in g  j r o k e . In  re s p o n s e  to  t h i s ,  
many new ways o f  r a i s i n g  money f o r  th e  s t a t e  have been s u g g e s te d  
— s a l e s  t a x ;  incom e t a x ;  to u r i s m  t a x ;  sk im m ing  a l i t t l e  from  each 
d iv id e n d  ch e ck ; a l o t t e r y ;  c u t t i n g  th e  s t a t e ' s  b lo a te d  
b u re a u c ra c y , b o o n d o g g le s , and o th e r  m on e ta ry  h em o rrh a g e s . B u t an 
o b v io u s  l a r g e  and r e l a t i v e l y  p a in l e s s  s o u rc e  o f  re v e n u e  i s  n e v e r 
m en tio n e d — th e  t a x i n g  o f  c h u rc h  p r o p e r t y .
E x em p tin g  any p r o p e r ty  from  t a x a t i o r  ^ l i g io u s  r e a s o n s
v i o l a t e s  th e  F i r s t  Amendment, th e  s n o f  c h u rc h  and s t a t e .
Tax e x em p tio n  f o r  r e l i g i o n  c a u s e s  u j  pay h ig h e r  t a x e s  to
make up f o r  p o t e n t i a l  re v e n u e  s h o r t  j s . T h i s  u n f a i r  p r a c t i c e  
c a u s e s  many to  i n d i r e c t l y  s u p p o r t  r e l i g i o n  th e y  may n o t a g re e  
w i t h .
B e c au se  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  c lo u t  and th e  p e r s o n a l  p r e ju d ic e s  
o f  many in  g o v e rn m en t, no p o l i t i c i a n  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s id e r s  t a x in g  
c h u rc h  p r o p e r ty .  B u t why n o t?  T h i s  would f o r c e  r e l i g i o n  t o  be 
more f r u g a l .  The added b u rd e n , i f  a n y , on th e  a v e ra g e  p a r i s h io n e r  
would be s m a l l .
C h u rch e s  t h a t  s u s t a i n  o n g o in g , c l e a r l y  c h a r i t a b l e  p ro g ram s such  
a s  fo o d  and s h e l t e r  f o r  i n d i g e n t s  s h o u ld  n o t pay t a x  on th e  
p r o p e r t i e s  u sed  f o r  th e s e  p u rp o s e s .  B u t v e ry  few  c h u rc h e s  engage  
in  su ch  a c t i v i t i e s .  The v a s t  m a jo r i t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p r o p e r t i e s  a re  
d e v o te d  to  s a t i s f y i n g  th e  em o tio n s  o f  c o n g r e g a t io n s ,  fu n d  
r a i s i n g ,  and p r o s e l y t i z i n g .  T h a t th e s e  a r e  more w o rth y  th a n  
p r o v id in g  s h e l t e r  f o r  o n e ’ s  f a m i ly  o r  h o u s in g  a b u s in e s s  i s  a 
m a t te r  o f  p e r s o n a l  o p in io n .  B u t to  i n f r i n g e  th e  LB o r o th e r  
n e c e s s a r y  f u n c t i o n s  w h ile  l e a v in g  c h u rc h  p ro p e r ty  u n ta x e d  would 
n o t o n ly  be u n f a i r ,  i n s e n s i t i v e  and h y p o c r i t i c a l  b u t a s tu p id  
c r im e !
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MEANS TESTING FOR THE LONGEVITY BONUS?
G ove rno r Murkowsski i s  a p p a r e n t l y  sch em in g  t o  d e p r iv e  th e  o l d e s t  
and s i c k e s t  A la s k a n s  o f  t h e i r  L o n g e v i ty  Bonus (L B )  by p u n is h in g  
t h r i f t .  The p ro p o se d  a s s e t / i n c o m e  c u t o f f s  a r e  f a r  to o  low . Tho se  
LB s e n i o r s  who would q u a l i f y  t o  c o n t in u e  to  r e c e iv e  th e  LB would 
q u a l i f y ,  o r  n e a r l y  s o ,  f o r  o t h e r  c h a r i t i e s .  T ho se  LB s e n i o r s  who 
w ere t h r i f t y  enough t o  s a v e  f o r  one o r  more common e m e rg e n c ie s  
su ch  a s  u n e x p e c te d  m e d ic a l /d e n ta l  o u t l a y s ,  b ro k en  h e a t in g  u n i t s ,  
f a i l e d  s e p t i c  s y s te m s ,  m a jo r c a r  r e p a i r s ,  B tc .  would n o t be 
e l i g i b l e  t o  s t a y  on th e  LB p ro g ram .
LB s e n io r s  f o o l i s h l y  e x p e c te d  th e  s t a t s  to  keep  i t s  p ro m ise  and 
lo n g  ago b u i l t  th e  LB I n t o  t h e i r  in c o m e -e xp en se  s t r u c t u r e s .
( e . g . ,  m o r tg a g e  p a ym en ts  w ere p r e d ic a te d  on a c o n t in u in g  L B . )  I f  
t h e  LB i s  w ith d raw n , exLB  s e n i o r s  w i l l  h ave  t o  sp end  down t h e i r  
s a v in g s  a t  th e  LB r a t e  u n t i l  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s  f a l l  below  th e  
p o v e r ty  l e v e l s  c u r r e n t l y  p la n n e d . A t t h a t  t im e ,  th e y  w i l l  h ave 
l i t t l e  l e f t  t o  f a c e  h a r d s h ip s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  p e c u l i a r  to  o ld  
a g e . How c r u e l  i t  would be t o  dBny th B  o l d e s t  and s i c k e s t  se gm en t 
o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  a s l i g h t  b i t  o f  s e c u r i t y !
To l e g a l l y  t r y  t o  b e a t  f i n a n c i a l  a s s e t  t e s t i n g ,  many s e n io r s  w i l l  
t r a n s f e r  s a v i n g s  i n t o  more e x p e n s iv e  homes, c a r s  o r  o th e r  I b s s  
l i q u i d  fo rm s .  T h i s  a c c o m p lis h e s  n o th in g  f o r  th e  s t a t e  and l e a v e s  
o ld  p eo p le  more v u ln e r a b l e  to  c a t a s t r o p h e .  W ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  
g r e a t  w e a l th ,  t h e  s t a t e  s h o u ld  e n c o u ra g e  o l d s t e r s  t o  have a s  much 
l i q u i d i t y  a s  p a s s i b l e .
What i s  th e  r e a l  c o s t  o f  a d m in i s t e r i n g  and p o l i c i n g  a m ean s-b a sed  
LB p rog ram ? T h i s  c o s t  c o u ld  t a k e  a l a r g e  b i t e  o u t o f  what i s  
su p po sed  to  be s a v e d . What a b o u t p r i v a c y  r i g h t s ,  l o s s  o f  d i g n i t y ?
N e a r ly  a l l  LB money i s  s p e n t  in  A la s k a  w i th  accom panying  econom ic 
s t im u lu s .  The v a s t  m a jo r i t y  o f  LB s e n i o r s  have  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ;  
many have o th e r  incom e a s  w e l l .  A s e n i o r ’ s  t o t a l  income can be 
s e v e r a l  t im e s  th e  LB . U s u a l ly  a l l  i s  s p e n t  in  th B  s t a t e  w ith  much 
g r e a t e r  econom ic b e n e f i t  th a n  fro m  th e  LB a lo n e .  L o s s  o f  th e  LB 
w i l l  c a u se  th o u sa n d s  o f  s e n i o r s  t o  le a v e  f o r  p la c e s  w ith  low e r 
l i v i n g  c o s t s ,  t a k i n g  t h e i r  SS  and any o th e r  income w ith  them .
T h i s  p o t e n t i a l  l o s s  c o u ld  d i c t a t e  m a in ta in in g  th e  LB a s  i s .



Though m o st s e n i o r s  d o n ’ t  know i t ,  th e y  a r e  F a c in g  f i n a n c i a l  
d i s a s t e r .  S te e p ly  r i s i n g  d ru g  c a s t s  and o n go in g  f e d e r a l  c u t s  in  
m ed ic a re  and v e t e r a n ’ s  b e n e f i t s  w i l l  B V B n tu a lly  c ru s h  th e  
m a jo r i t y  o f  s e n i o r s .  P le a s e  le a v e  th e  LB a s  i s  f o r  th e  o l d e s t  
and s i c k e s t  A la s k a n s .  They d B s p e r a tB ly  need i t !  By d e a th ,  th e  LB 
i s  a l r e a d y  s e l f - e l i m i n a t i n g .  : -
We a r e  t o l d  t h a t  A la s k a  i s  g o in g  b ro k e .  In  r e s p o n s e  to  t h i s ,  
many new ways o f  r a i s i n g  money f o r  th e  s t a t e  h ave  been s u g g e s te d  
— s a l e s  t a x ;  incom e t a x ;  to u r i s m  t a x ;  sk im m ing a l i t t l e  from  each 
d iv id e n d  c h e c k ; a l o t t e r y ;  c u t t i n g  th e  s t a t e ’ s  b lo a te d  
b u re a u c ra c y ,  b o o n d o g g le s , and o t h e r  m one ta ry  h e m o rrh a g e s . B u t an 
o b v io u s  l a r g e  and r e l a t i v e l y  p a i n l e s s  s o u rc e  o f  re v e n u e  i s  n e v e r 
m en tio n e d — th e  t a x i n g  o f  c h u rc h  p r o p e r t y .
E x em p tin g  any p r o p e r ty  from  t a x a t i o n  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  re a s o n s  
v i o l a t e s  th e  F i r s t  Amendment, th e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h u rc h  and s t a t e .  
Tax  e x em p tio n  f o r  r e l i g i o n  c a u s e s  o t h e r s  to  pay h ig h e r  t a x e s  to  
make up f o r  p o t e n t i a l  re v e n u e  s h o r t a g e s .  T h i s  u n f a i r  p r a c t i c e  
c a u s e s  many to  i n d i r e c t l y  s u p p o r t  r e l i g i o n  th e y  may n o t a g re e  w i th .
B ecau se  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t  and th e  p e r s o n a l  p r e ju d ic e s  
o f  many in  g o v e rnm en t, no p o l i t i c i a n  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s id e r s  t a x in g  
c h u rc h  p r o p e r t y .  B u t why n o t?  T h i s  would fo r c e  r e l i g i o n  t o  be 
more F r u g a l .  The added b u rd e n , i f  a n y , on th e  a v e ra g e  p a r i s h io n e r  would be s m a l l .
C h u rch e s  t h a t  s u s t a i n  o n g o in g , c l e a r l y  c h a r i t a b l e  p ro g ram s such  
a s  fo o d  and s h e l t e r  f o r  i n d i g e n t s  s h o u ld  n o t pay t a x  on th e  
p r o p e r t i e s  u sed  f o r  th e s e  p u rp o s e s .  B u t v e ry  few  c h u rc h e s  engage  
in  su ch  a c t i v i t i e s .  The v a s t  m a jo r i t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p r o p e r t i e s  a re  
d e v o te d  to  s a t i s f y i n g  th e  e m o tio n s  o f  c o n g r e g a t io n s ,  fu n d  
r a i s i n g ,  and p r o s e l y t i z i n g .  T h a t t h e s e  a r e  more w o rth y  th a n  
p ro v id in g  s h e l t e r  f o r  o nB ’ s  f a m i l y  o r  h o u s in g  a b u s in e s s  i s  a 
m a t te r  o f  p a r s o n a l  o p in io n .  B u t t o  i n f r i n g e  th e  LB o r  o th e r  
n e c e s s a r y  f u n c t i o n s  w h ile  l e a v in g  c h u rc h  p r o p e r ty  u n ta x e d  would 
n o t o n ly  be u n f a i r ,  i n s e n s i t i v e  and h y p o c r i t i c a l  b u t  a s tu p id  c rim e !
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FAX TO: 907 465 6814907 465 4779 E . M. CASEY, AN OLD VOTER 
May 2, 2003HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE LONGEVITY AMENDMENTS 
SB 117 ( i )DEAR COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

THERE ARE 4 AREAS OF DEEP CONCERN THAT ARE RAISED BY TESTIMONY SO FAR ABOUT THE FORM IN WHICH THE LONGEVITY BONUS PROGRAM PAYMENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO CONTINUE:
(n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  in o rd e r  o f  im po rtan ce )
1. INCOME E L IG IB IL IT Y sh ou ld  n o t be even 

low e r th an  f o r  v a r io u s  o th e r  p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t  p rogram s no r shou ld  t h a t  f o r  a coup le  be l e s s  th an  tw ic e  t h a t  o f an in d iv id u a l - - s h o u ld  be a t  l e a s t  , two a'hd 'o n e -h a l f  t im e s  
f e d e r a l  p o v e r ty  l e v e l  b ecau se  th o se  n o ta lr e a d y  on w e l fa re  have many h e a l th  in su ra n c e  
and o th e r  expen ses n o t p a id  by government .

2. ASSET E L IG IB IL IT Y sh ou ld  n o t p e n a liz e  th o se  who have scrim ped to  p u t a s id e  money f o r  
such  c a ta s t r o p h ic  expen se s a s e s s e n t i a l  r e p a i r s  to  t h e i r  home: f ro z e n  p ip e s ,  r o o f  l e a k s ,  p lu  th ing  f a i l u r e s — and homo 
in su ra n c e . And, f o r  th e  le g io n s  o f  m o n th -to - month r e n t e r s  who can a t  a l a n d lo r d ' s  whim be fa c e d  w ith  a l l  th e  exp en se s o f  moving: f i r s t  and l a s t  m on th 's r e n t ,  d e p o s i t s ,  u t i l i t y  
c o n n e c tio n s  and d e p o s i t s ,  and p ay in g  f o r  h e lp  to  f in d  a p la c e  to  l i v e ,  pack,m ove,
and unpack— we need to  be a llow ed  a t  th e  v e ry  le a s t  to  r e t a in  te n  thou sand  d o l l a r s  
o f  emergency s a v in g s  f o r  a l l  th e  many th in g s  th e  s t a t e  does no t p ro v id e  f o r  us .
N o te : Such emergency s a v in g s  canno t be " s t r u c tu r e d "
to  p roduce income o f f s e t s  r e f e r e d  to  by th e  W elfa re  D epa rtm en t.

3. EXCESSIVE PAPERWORK DEMANDS would p re v e n t many e ld e r s  who r e l y  on LBP f o r  su s te n a n c e  from  b e in g  a b le  to  q u a l i f y .  A s im p le ..f o rm , - e a s i 1y  
u nd e rs to o d  v r i t t e n  f o r  t h i s  p rogram  o n ly  and s ig n e d  under p e n a lty  o f  p e r ju r y  v h ic h  can be su b m itte d  by m a il i n i t i a l l y  and a n n u a lly  cou ld  
be a r a t i o n a l  and p r a c t i c a l  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  th e  o n ly  a l t e r n a t i v e  su g g e s te d  by w e lfa re -m in d e d .

4* FREEZING E L IG IB IL IT Y to  a llo w  d ropp in g  o u t and 
r e g a in in g  e l i g i b i l i t y  i f  needed in  th e  f u tu r e
needs to  be c l a r i f i e d 8400 Jew e l LaTje, Anchorage AK 

t e l .  243 8530
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IN F O R M A T IO N  & T E LEC O N FER EN C IN G  

PO B ox 845 
Tok, A K  99780 

Phone: 883-5020 Fax: 883-5021

D ate:__ 4 / 73 o  /  O __________

Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written testimony for the S(M/Yl4C- -H  Q  0iV\CQ— 
teleconferenced hearing that was scheduled on P S  \ \~ 7  LcViQfL\[ [4-C/j F S s n  O S

A copy of this testimony was transmitted to vour committee via fax on H / 3 o / o ~ 5
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State o f Alaska
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

INFORMATION & TELECONFERENCING

Tok Legislative Information Office
PO Box 845 

Tok, AK 99780 
Phone: 883-5020 

Fax: S83-5021 
Email: tok_lio@ legis.state.ak.us

To Senate Finance Com m ittee: Testim ony for SB 117 Teleconference  
4/30/03 @ 5:30 PM  
* O rig in a l m ailed  5 /1 /0 3

I speak for myself. I am opposed lo Senate Bill 117 as a substitution for and eventual elimination o f the 
Longevity Bonus program

It was originally designed to encourage the older Alaskans who worked and helped build up what is now 
our present state. These elderly persons worked hard to make on unforgiving land one o f promise where we 
could live a life style o f  choice and still be able lo abide by Government rules and laws.

Your recommendation for qualifications is one of inequitable possibilities under the current age of 
increasing cost o f living.

The loss o f income will force many to apply for other subsistence and the mountains o f  paperwork will cost 
more in the long run than if you continue to pay the Bonus. Therefore you arc robbing the senior to create 
more political jobs. You will be stripping us o f pride and income.

The loss o f spending cash will affect the already poor economy.

At the hearings I listened to many reasonable possible solutions to help keep this program and also help 
your budget.

You, Governor Murkowski, and Senators should try to live on the budget you set for the seniors on this 
program and see how it feels. In your campaign we were promised how you would improve the state, and 
as thanks lor our vote and contributions you arc taking away part o f our income. I’m sorry I voted for you.

I am a widow 75 years old and a icsident of Alaska for 48 years. I have worked hard and donated many 
hours and dollars to help make this slate and my community a good place to raise my family and 
grandchildren in.

Geneva Smith

mailto:tok_lio@legis.state.ak.us


Alaska State Legislature

Please enter in to  the record my testim ony to the f 'y . q- ' —J

Com m ittee name

Committee on \ .£  P  > ■ A  J . - J  h .  £  J  5  . $7? 1 / 7  dated ' /  '  o  &  ' 0  ^

B ill/S ub ject /

^  ^  ■ r ~ y

Siencd: P y J  7 f l  J / m A /  ~ f  f l/x ,L y lD
Testifie r A

Representing (O ptional)

1  I a L  £ a ± A l ik lL  v  J f A y M A - s . f l ' k ’  f y y ./  n  &  ^  w  ■ V  ^  k / - ^  ^  ^  , J -L S --------L 7 b 5 ^

Address y

. = ? 5 7 -  5 ^ V 7 _______________________________________________________________________________

Phone number



d

Please enter in to  the record my testim ony to the . 

Com m ittee on _ t U h U J .

ska State Legislature

- T f  T a /
Committee name 

dated * /"/ J o / o  3

B ill/S ub jec t

— f2 & ,

•^ C iL  — Pczf~ - t'/p - tC i- t-

- P aaL ,  -

- x . i s iz a Z ,  -7 -y -y ^  .^ r
A  ^ / S » c .  o O /k z ^ .

^ -^ L ^ frs i'L -P k :,

'Xt.uAetc, ^

/ £ < £ * « .

Signed: P P u y z y s /  P ~-
T es tifie r

Representing (O ptional)

/ 7 t i  z p / / f  '$ /<  9  <? r ¥
Address /

_________________ Z j 7 ^ 2 o j ~ __________________________________________________________________________

Phone number



I

■(CUE)ska State Legislature
/ // /  y

Please enter in to  the record m y testim ony to th e  ^
r '  r» rvi

Com m ittee o n   & & .  / /  7
r>:ir __ _

Committee name

dated 3 ^ / q j

Bill/Subject

I f

b S  / /  /  

c J * r ~ * s  ^

/ ‘  ,  X - _ _

/ f

ncd:

/ >  S * r L *  n  y  /

. A  y  .-/-y  / *
ytAA- ^  ^  a  y

9 & S *>  y

s k r A *  / ? l ^ ~

/V t̂e i  J T "

Testifie r */

* A ?

P y /i'/S t n /z < 0 ^ -> y y ffp fjp iA y  y y Z c P ^ __________________________

Representing ^O ptiona l) & C ' ( 7

y p j  O J O A _ ( O y y y jL M v jo O
Address

9 < s 7 - 3 7 3 - 1  /  y

Phone number



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter in to  the record my testim ony to the 

Committee o n . S B  n n
B ill/S ub jec t

Com m ittee name

dated____ V / 3 o / ") b

& 2 -

T estifie r

Representing (O ptional) .

A '* / l b
Address

z v <. r ? c  ?

Phone number

I



April 30, 2003

To Members o f  the Senate Finance Committee 

Subject: Longevity Bonus

My name is Bill Church, age 72, and I have lived in Alaska for 69 years. 1 worked my 
whole life here and subsequently retired here.

I’m not so old that I can’t realize the necessity o f  cutting the budget. However, there are 
many elderly people who can’t make it without the longevity bonus and I think it would 
be pretty heartless take this away from them. This “needs based longevity bonus” would 
take care o f these people who would otherwise fall between the cracks.

I consider myself a true Alaskan, and I can see a need for changes in the longevity 
program. As has been said many times, it was created to reward those longtime Alaskans 
who lived here, worked, and helped make Alaska what it is today. It no longer serves 
that purpose. As has also been said, it has created two classes o f  seniors; actually more 
than that. There are long-time Alaskans who get the bonus; there are short time Alaskans 
who get the bonus; and there are long-time Alaskans who don’t get the bonus. It 
probably would be a fairly reasonable thing to say that those o f  us who don’t get the 
bonus could use it just a well as those getting it. Whether they needed it or not, those 
receiving the bonus have received thousands o f dollars since the program started, or they 
reached age 65. We are all being asked to tighten our belts, so perhaps those not in dire 
need of the bonus will now be willing to sacrifice a little in order to look out for those 
who are.

I sat in during the last two legislative audio conferences, and heard many people talking 
about, “it being nice to have, they had gotten used to it and it wasn’t right to take it away 
now, it was their mad money, etc.” I also had planned on the bonus at age 65, but missed 
the deadline by 5 months. It was necessary' to make several major adjustments in our 
retirement plans at that time, as my wife would also have received it. Perhaps the people 
fortunate enough to have received the bonus should be grateful it lasted as long as it did.

I spoke with one o f the Johnny come lately Alaskans and he said, and I quote him, “If 
the legislature docs this. I’m going BACK down south.” All I can say is that people like 
this are not Alaskans. Alaskans are here through both the good times and the bad.
Perhaps it would not be such a bad thing if  some o f these people who came up here 
strictly for the benefits Alaska offered were to return home when the benefits stopped.

When you consider the number o f senior citizens residing in Alaska, these hearings show 
how few of them are willing to give up even a few minutes to defend the programs 
benefiting them. Perhaps they are not as important to them as we think.

is//ft
2 -
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Hag 5, 2003
Frank  I. . G ira rd  
1245 Scotwaod D rive  
W a s i l la ,  AK 336SH

MEANS TESTING FDR THE LONGEVITY BONUS?
Governor MurkowskI i s  a p p a re n tly  schem ing to  d e p r iv e  th e  o ld e s t  and 9 ic k e s t  A la sk a n s  o f  t h e i r  L a n g e v itg  Bonus C1.B) by p u n ish in g  t h r i f t ,  The p roposed  a s s e t/ in c o m e  c u t o f f s  e re  F a r  to o  low , Thuse LB s e n io r s  who would q u a l i f y  to  c o n tin u e  to  re c e iv e  th e  LB would q u a l i f y ,  o r  n e a r ly  so , f o r  o th e r  c h a r i t i e s .  Those LB s e n io r s  who were t h r i f t y  enough to  save  f a r  one o r more common em ergenc ie s 
such a s  unexpec ted  m e d ic a l /d e n ta l  o u t la y s ,  broken h e a t in g  u n i t s ,  
f a i l e d  s e p t i c  s y s tem s , m ajo r c a r  r e p a i r s ,  a te .  would n o t be e l i g i b l e  to  s ta y  on th e  LB p rogram .
LB s e n io r s  f o o l i s h l y  e xp ec ted  th e  s t a t e  to  keBp i t s  p rom ise  and 
long ago b u i l t  th e  LD in to  t h e i r  lncom e-expensB s t r u c t u r e s .C e .g ., m o rtgage  paym ents were p re d ic a te d  on a c o n tin u in g  L B . )  I f  th e  LB i s  w ithd raw n , exLB s e n io r s  w i l l  have to  spend, down t h e i r  s a v in g s  a t  th e  LB r a t e  u n t i l  t h e i r  re s o u rc e s  f a l l  below th e  
p o v e rty  l e v e l s  c u r r e n t ly  p lann ed . A t t h a t  tim e , th e y  w i l l  have 
l i t t l e  l e f t  to  fa c e  h a rd sh ip s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  th o se  p e c u l ia r  to  o ld  
age , How c ru e l  i t  would be to  deny th e  o ld e s t  and s i c k e s t  segm ent o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  a s l i g h t  b i t  o f  s e c u r i t y  I
To l e g a l l y  t r y  to  b e a t f i n a n c ia l  a s s e t  t e s t i n g ,  many s e n io r s  w i l l  
t r a n s f e r  s a v in g s  in to  more e x p en s iv e  homes, c a r s  o r o th e r  l e s s  l iq u id  fa rm s . T h is  a c com p lish e s n o th in g  f o r  th e  s t a tB  and le a v e s  
o ld  peop le  more v u ln e ra b le  to  c a ta s t r o p h e .  W ith th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  g r e a t  w e a lth , th e  s t a t e  sh ou ld  encou rage o l d s t e r s  to  have a s  much l i q u i d i t y  a s  p o s s ib le .
What i s  th e  r e a l  c o s t  o f  a d m in is te r in g  and p o l ic in g  a m eans-based LB program ? T h is  c o s t  cou id  ta k B  a la r g e  b i t e  o u t o f  what i s  
supposed to  be sa v ed . What abou t p r iv a c y  r i g h t s ,  l o s s  o f  d ig n i ty ?
N ea rly  a l l  LB mansy i s  sp e n t in  A la sk a  w ith  accompanying economic 
s t im u lu s .  The v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  LB s e n io r s  have s o c ia l  s e c u r i t y ;  
many have o th B r income a s  w e l l .  A s e n io r ' s  t o t a l  income can be 
s e v e r a l  t im e s  th e  LB. U su a lly  a l l  i s  sp e n t in  th e  s t a t e  w ith  much 
g r e a te r  econom ic b e n e f i t  th an  from  th e  LB a ionB . L o ss  o f  th e  LB w i l l  cau se  th o u sand s o f  s e n io r s  to  le a v e  f o r  p la c e s  w ith  lower l i v i n g  c o s t s ,  ta k in g  t h e i r  SS and anu o th e r  income w ith  them .T h is  p o t e n t i a l  I d ss  cou ld  d i c t a t e  m a in ta in in g  th e  LB o s  i s .
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Though m ost s e n io r s  don ’ t  know i t ,  th ey  a re  F a c in g  f in a n c ia l  
d i s a s t e r .  S tB e p ly  r i s i n g  d ru g  c o s t3  and ongoing fe d e r a l  c u ts  in  m ed ica re  and v e te r a n ’ s  b e n e f i t s  w i l l  e v e n tu a lly  c ru sh  th e  •, 
m a jo r i ty  o f  B B n io rs , P le a s e  le a v e  th e  LB a s  i s  f o r  th e  o ld e s t  and s i c k e s t  A la sk a n s , They d e s p e ra te ly  need i t l  By d ea th , th e  LB 
i s  a lr e a d y  s e l f - e l im in a t i n g ,  . . .  -  • •,
We a re  t o ld  t h a t  A la sk a  i s  go in g  b ro k e . In  re sp o n se  to  t h i s ,  
many new ways o f r a i s i n g  money F o r th e  s t a t e  have been su g g e s te d  — s a l e s  t a x ;  income ta x ;  to u r ism  ta x ;  skimming a l i t t l e  from  aach d iv id e n d  chock ; a l o t t e r y ;  c u t t i n g  th e  s t a t e ' s  b lo a te d  b u re a u c ra c y , boondogg le s, and o th e r  monetary hem orrhages. Bu t an ob v io u s l a r g e  and r e l a t i v e l y  p a in l e s s  so u rc e  o f  revenue 13 neve r m en tioned— th e  ta x in g  o f  chu rch  p r o p e r ty .

a | 4 • •

Exem pting anu p ro p e r ty  From ta x a t io n  Fo r r e l i g i o u s  re a so n s  v i o l a t e s  th e  F i r s t  Amendment, th e  s e p a ra t io n  o f chu rch  and s t a t e ,  
Tax exem ption  Fo r r e l i g i o n  c a u se s  o th e r s  to  pay h ig h e r  ta x e s  to  make up F o r p o t e n t i a l  revenue  s h o r ta g e s .  T h is  u n f a i r  p r a c t ic e  .
c au se s  many to  i n d i r e c t l y  su p p o r t r e l i g i o n  th ey  mey no t a g re e  w i th .  . »
Because o f  r e l i g i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  c lo u t  and th e  p e rso n a l p re ju d ic e s  
o f  manu in  governm en t, no p o l i t i c i a n  s e r io u s ly  c o n s id e r s  ta x in g  ' chu rch  p ro p e r ty .  B u t why n o t?  T h is  would Fo rce  r e l i g i o n  to  be more F ru g a l .  The added bu rden ,' i f  any, on th e  a v e ra ge  p a r i s h io n e r  would be sm a l l .
Churches t h a t  s u s t a in  ongo ing , c lB a r ly  c h a r i ta b le  program s such ■ 
a s  Food and s h e l t e r  Fo r in d ig e n ts  shou ld  no t pay ta x  on th e  p r o p e r t i e s  u sed  f o r  th e s e  p u rp o se s . B u t v e ry  Few chu rche s engage 
in  such a c t i v i t i e s .  The v a s t  m a ja r i tu  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p ro p e r t ie s  a redevo ted  to  s a t i s f y i n g  th e  em o tion s o f  c o n g re g a tio n s , fund 
r a i s i n g ,  and p r o s e l y t i z in g .  T h a t th e s e  a re  more worthu than p ro v id in g  s h e l t e r  f o r  o n e ’ s  fa m ily  o r hou sin g  a b u s in e s s  i s  a ■m a tte r  o f  p e rso n a l o p in io n . B u t to  i n f r i n g e  th e  LB o r o th e r 
n e c e s sa ry  fu n c t io n s  w h ile  le a v in g  chu rch  p ro p e r ty  un taxed  would n o t on ly  Lb u n f a i r ,  i n s e n s i t i v e  and h y p o c r i t i c a l  b u t a s tu p id  crim B l .
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April 30,2003

To Members of the Senate Finance Committee 

Subject: Longevity Bonus

My name is Bill Church, age 72, and I have lived in Alaska for 69 years. 1 worked my 
whole life here and subsequently retired here,

I’m not so old that I can’t realize the necessity of cutting the budget. However, there arc 
many elderly people who can’t make it without the longevity bonus and I think it would 
be pretty heartless take this away from them. This “needs based longevity bonus'* would 
take care of these people who would otherwise fall between the cracks.

I consider myself a true Alaskan, and I can sec a need for changes in the longevity 
program. As has been said many times, it was created to reward those longtime Alaskans 
who lived here, worked, and helped make Alaska what it is today. It no longer serves 
that purpose, As has also been said, it has created two classes of seniors; actually more 
than that. There are long-time Alaskans who get the bonus; there are short time Alaskans 
who get the bonus; and there aro long-time Alaskans who don’t get the bonus. It 
probubly would be a fairly reasonable thing tc say that those of us who don’t get the 
bonus could use it just a well as those getting it. Whether they needed it or not, those 
receiving the bonus have received thousands of dollars since the program started, or they 
reached age 65. We are all being asked to tighten our belts, so perhaps those not in dire 
need of the bonus will now be willing to sacrifice a little in order to look out for those 
who are.

I sat in during the last two legislative audio conferences, and heard many people talking 
about, “it being nice to have, they had gotten used to it and it wasn’t right to take it away 
now, it was their mad money, etc." 1 also had planned on the bonus at age 65, but missed 
tho deadline by 5 months. It was necessary to make several major adjustments in our 
retirement plans at that time, as my wife would also have received it, Perhaps the people 
fortunate enough to have received the bonus should be grateful it lasted as long as it did.

I spoke with one of the Johnny come lately Alaskans and he said, and 1 quote him, “If 
the legislature docs this, I’m going BACK down south.” All I can say is that people like 
this arc not Alaskans. Alaskans are here through both the good times and the bad. 
Perhaps it would not be such a bad thing if some of these people who came up here 
strictly for the benefits Alaska offered were to return home when the benefits slopped.

When you consider the number of senior citizens residing in Alaska, these hearings show 
how few of them are willing to give up even a few minutes lo defend the programs 
benefiting them. Perhaps they aro not as important to them as we think,
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COMMENTS ON SB 117, SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDED VERSION HI "  4-^0-03

INADEQUATE PROVISION AS TO ALLOWANCE FOR LIQUID ASSETS, CASH AVAILABLE TO RECIPIENTS WITHOUT DISQUALIFICATION, IN IT IA LLY  OR ON A CONTINUING BASIS# AND CONSTANT REQUALIFICATION EXCESSES»
I F  RECIPIENT DOES NOT OWN Ju L IV E  IN H IS OR HER OWN HOME 
NEEDS TO BE ABLE TO IMMED]ATELY MEET COSTS IF  FORCED BY CIRCUMSTANCES TO MOVE, E .G . ,  F IR ST  AND LAST MONTH'S RENT,SECURITY DEPOSITS, INCLUDING THOSE FOR PETS, AND PAYING FOR PACKING HELP AS WELL AS MOVING HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE,ETC. ,  CONNECTING U T IL IT IE S  AND ANY DEPOSITS FOR CONNECTION— AND COSTS OF HAVING HELP IN FINDING A PLACE TO MOVE. TO PROVIDE 
FOR LESS PUTS VULNERABLE SENIORS IN DANGER OF BECOMING 
HOMELESS WITH A L IFET IM ES ACCUMULATION SITTING ON A STREET!
CONSIDERING THAT OVER $150,00 PER MONTH IS  SPENT PERSONALLY BY MANY RECIPIENTS ON MEDICAL INSURANCE (PART B AND MEDI_GAP) EXPENSES NOT CALCULATED AS BEING PAID BY PEOPLE ON PUBLIC WSLFARE (MEDICAID REC IP IENTS) A HIGHER LEVEL OF INCOME IS  CALLED FOR THAN MERELY 200% OF FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL. WE ALSO PAY ALL OUR COSTS FOR THE NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS THAT CONTOL PAIN AND HELP PRESERVE WHAT MOBILITY WE MAY HAVE,OTHER MEDICAL SUPPLY NEEDS WHICH MEDICAID WOULD BE CHARGED 
WITH I F  WE WERE WELFARE CASES (INCONTINENT SUPPLIES AS JUST ONE EXAMPLE) AND PRESCRIPTION DRUGS. A Z00%  L IM IT  ON INCOME LEVEL IS  NEITHER ADEQUATE, EQUITABLE, NOR REASONABLE!
THE STATE HAS ALWAYS RELIED fcfPON OUR VERACITY IN THE MONTHLY QUESTIONNAIRE AS TO PRESEN CE^ELIG IB ILLITY . TO REQUIRE MORE THAN THAT TYPE OF CHECK-OFF AND RETURN FORM IS  BOTH DEMEANING, NEEDLESS,AND CREATES A VERY BUREAUCRATICALLY EXPENSIVE BURDEN. EVEN ACTUAL WELFARE CASES ARE NOT MADE TO GO THROUGH AN ASSET CHECK EVERY MONTH— I  BELIEVE THAT I S  ANNUAL AND DONE VIA A 
FORM PILLED OUT ONCE A YEAR AND MAILED BACK TO THE WELFARE OFFICE.
MANY OF LBP RECIPIENTS SUFFER SEVERLY LIM ITED MOBILITY AND CANNOT GO TO SOME WELFARE OFFICE IN IT IA LLY  OR REGULARLY. I  AM VIRTUALLY HOUSEBOUND AND SEIZERLY DISABLED AND CANNOT USE FORMS OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION THAT WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO ME I F  MY MEDICAL SITUATION WERE BETTER.
LBP WAS NEVER INTENDED TO BE A WELFARE PROGRAM. JUST BECAUSE 
IT  HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION TO HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES I S  A POOR REASON TO TREAT THE SENIORS WHO RELY UPON THE PROMISE MADE YEARS AGO AS <DF THEY ARE SOME UNTRUSTWORTHY PEOPLE WHOSE WRITTEN WORD AND SIGNATURE ARE NOT TO BE CBRUSTED WOULD BE INSULTING AND UNALASKAN.
E.M . CASEY, AN OLD VOTER, 8480 JEWEL LAKE RD-, ANCHORAGE, AK 99502

243 8530 t e l .
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M iy 1,2003

FAX Page*: 1

To: Senate Finance Committee, Senators Green & Wilken, COChair. 
FAX 465-2187

Subject: SB 17 Re: Longevity Bonus

Gentlemen:

My wife and I were deeply disturbed by what we read in today’s local newspaper (The Peninsula 
Clarion) regarding the FATE of the above subject and the many Seniors (such as we) dependent 
upon same as currently being considered in the Senate Finance Committee.

Wc know this Ls not an easy problem however, if "Seniors NEEDSlziz decided upon, and.they 
should not bv The State, how can the Senate Finance Committee in all its wisdom define the 
“NEEDS" of the individual Seniors involved? Elimination of the current "LONGEVITY BONUS 
PROGRAM" or a drastic" NEEDS BASED" adjustment (to the current program such as mentioned 
in the above article) will be devastating to many Seniors. Such action will deprive many 
'SENIORS' of their independence and self respect plus force them involuntarily to be dependent 
upon (and raise the "COST' of) "STATE WELFARE PROGRAMS"!

We urge you lo drop the "NEEDS BASED " agenda and let the “LONGEVITY BONUS 
PROGRAM" continue until it dies as presently scheduled. Failing that, please consider no changes 
prior to the middle of 2004 in order to enable "SENIORS' (those that can) to make reasonable 
changes (not 5

Sincerely,

P 0  Box 2786 
Soldctna, Alaska 99669 
907-^62-4790 
FAX] 907-262-2922

C C : Senator Tom  W agoner 

R e p resenu tive : K e lly  W o lf
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TELECONFERENCE TESTIMONY OF JOHN L. CERUTTI, P.O. BOX 871, VALDEZ, AK 99686, TO SENATE 
FINANCE COMMITTEE. RE SENATE BILL 117( ), APRIL 30, 2003.

THIS IS A NEARLY VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT OF MY VERBAL TESTIMONY:

“I AM MAKING MY CLOSING STATEMENT FIRST IN CASE I RUN OUT OF TIME.

"IN CLOSING, I THINK THE GOVERNOR AND ALL YOU IN THE LEGISLATURE, HOUSE AND SENATE. LACK 
THE INTESTINAL FORTITUDE TO ENACT AN INCOME TAX. NOTE THAT SUCH A TAX NICKS THE 
[LONGEVITY] BONUS PAYMENTS OF THE BETTER-OFF SENIORS!

"I AM NOW 83. FIRST CAME TO ANCHORAGE JUNE '49; WENT OUTSIDE SEPT. '54 FOR EDUCATION; 
RETURNED MAY '60; NOW A [TOTAL] OF 47 YEARS IN ALASKA. BOTH OF MY ADOPTED CHILDREN WERE 
BORN IN TERRITORY.

"THE CHANGE TO 1 YEAR RESIDENCY WAS STUPID! EVERYONE HAD THE SAME CONSTITUTIONAL 
RIGHT TO LIVE IN ALASKA FOR 25 YEARS.

“I ACCEPTED THE 'BONUS AS AN INCENTIVE -  A PROMISE? -  TO REMAIN IN THE STATE WHEN I 
REACHED 65 ON SEPT. 1, 1984, SO I STAYED AND MADE VERY MODEST INVESTMENTS IN ANCHORAGE 
AND VALDEZ -  [PAYOFFS] NOW RUNNING OUT. AS A [LICENSED] CIVIL ENGINEER. MY WORK HAS 
HELPED IN BUILDING THE STATE’S INFRASTRUCTURE -  NO BONUSES [READ, RETIREMENT 
BENEFITS]."

THE FOLLOWING WAS NOT PART OF MY TESTIMONY BUT IT CAN BE CONSIDERED AS ADDITIONAL 
TESTIMONY.

INCIDENTALLY, I DO APPRECIATE VERY MUCH THE OPPORTUNITY TO VOICE MY OPINION IN THIS, OR 
ANY OTHER MATTER OF INTEREST. AS A MEMBER OF AARP. I FEEL BETRAYED BY THOSE LOCAL 
OFFICIALS WHO ESPOUSED COMPROMISING. Y’ALL ARE TO BE COMMENDED FOR HAVING THE 
PATIENCE TO SIT THERE FOR THREE HOURS, AFTER WORKING HOURS, TO HEAR THE TESTIMONY OF 
SO MANY PEOPLE. I REITERATE THAT AN INCOME TAX IS THE FAIREST OF ALL BUDGET FINANCING 
METHODS: IT DOESN'T SUPPORT THE COST OF GOVERNMENT ON THE BACKS OF THE LOW INCOME 
PEOPLE AS WILL A SALES TAX -  ESPECIALLY IF LEVIED ON THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE. A SCHOOL TAX 
OF $100 PER WAGE OWNER CAN BE ONEROUS FOR LOW INCOME FAMILIES (REMEMBER THE 
TERRITORIAL DAYS WITH THE $10 TAX?). A TOUR BOAT PASLENGER HEAD TAX OF MORE MODEST 
PROPORTION SEEMS FAIR SINCE THAT INDUSTRY DOES IMPOSE A BURDEN ON THE PORTS-OF-CALL 
GOVERNMENTS BUT YOUR VERSION PUTS ALL SUCH REVENUE IN THE STATE TREASURY.

IN CLOSING, SHOW ONE PERSON WHO IN SOME WAY IS NOT SUBSIDIZED BY THE GOVERNMENTIII

John L. Cerutti
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Alaska State Legislature

P le a s e  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  m y  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e .

Committee Name

C o m m i t t e e  o n .  <  - --------  * - £ ! * -

m l l / S u b je c t

URGENT! URGENT! URGENT!
We are greatly concerned and disturbed concerning the Longevity Bonus!!

What does the compromise do? It affects some of the "in betweens" who have 
depended upon the bonus. If the Longevity Bonus is "unfair to some" then limiting 
it to those whose income levels can be no higher than $1 6 , 8 2 4  for singles and 
$2 2 ,7 1 6  for couples is still "unfair."

One of us works part-time to meet our commitments. An income cut immediately
would hurt. Pioneer Alaskans were known always to make good on their promises
with a handshake. We have faith that those Alaskans who "don't need the
Longevity Bonus" will willingly volunteer ‘ ; *!. \ 1 1 to help the State
budget. But leave the Longevity Bonus in tact to run out its term for those who
depend on it now. ___

S i g n e d Z ^ ^ Z ^ . 2 Z ^ Z l T _  . y ..................
Testifier x / ^ v  v  g/

RcwesentiiijL (Optional)KcpresentuiA.(Optional) M .
.  i t o d & L j& a t L
Address. J

Phone Number
t o y  x U ' O i a o

56204322
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State o f AlaskaLEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY INFORMATION & TELECONFERENCING
Tok Legislative Information Office

PO Box 845 
Tok, AK 99780 

Phone; 883-5020 
Fax: 883-5021 

Email: tokJio@lcgis.state.ak.us

To Senate Finance Committee: Testimony for SB 117 Teleconference 
4/30/03 @ 5:30 PM
* Original mailed 5/1/03

I speak for myself. I am opposed to Senate Bill 117 as a substitution for and eventual elimination of the 
Longevity Bonus program

It was originally designed to encourage the older Alaskans who worked and helped build up what is now 
our present state. These elderly persons worked hard to make on unforgiving land one of promise where we 
could live a life style of choice and still be able to abide by Government rules and laws.

Your recommendation for qualifications is one of inequitable possibilities under the current age of 
increasing cost of living.

The loss of income will force many to apply for other subsistence and the mountains of paperwork will cost 
more in the long run than if you continue to pay the Bonus. Therefore you are robbing the senior to create 
more political jobs. You will be stripping us of pride and income.

The loss of spending cash will affect the already poor economy.

At the hearings I listened to many reasonable possible solutions to help keep this program and also help 
your budget.

You, Governor Murkowskl, and Senators should try to live on the budget you set for the seniors on this 
program and see how it feels. In your campaign we were promised how you would improve the state, and 
as thanks for our vote and contributions you arc taking away part of our Income. I’m sorry I voted for you.

1 am a widow 75 years old and a resident of Alaska for 48 years. I have worked hard and donated many 
hours and dollars to help make this state and my community a good place to raise ray family and 
grandchildren In.

G eneva S m ith

mailto:tokJio@lcgis.state.ak.us
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119 N, Cushman St Suite 101 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Phono: 907-452-4448 
Fax: 907-450-3346

To: Sonator Gary Wilken, Co-Chair 

Senate Finance Committee

From: Fairbanks LIO

Fax: 465-2187 Date: 5/1/200'’

Phono: 465-2618 Pages: 6

Ro: Written T estimony SB 117 CC:

□  Urgent P For The Record □  Please Comment □  Please Reply

•Comments Written testimony for SB 117, teleconferenced on 4/30/04. The originals will bo pouched 
to the commlttoo co-chair.

F a i r b a n k s  L e g i s l a t i v e  

I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e

Fran/Fbx UO
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April 30, 2003

Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

After reading the recently revised Senate Bill No. 117 we could not believe that any 
Alaska State Legislator would ever want to remove the Safety Net from the old timers who 
helped build Alaska years ago. Now that these Pioneers are well over 75  years of age 
ana are at a time of life where the Longevity Bonus (like a retirement) Is needed now and 
when unexpected health and financ'd! problems are most apt to occur. To tell these 
pioneers that we will not keep a promise to you. You cannot have a personal savlnas or 
money to se e  you through your Iasi years Is extremely demeaning. To say  to old timers 
that you do not deserve a safety net unless you qualify for Income at the welfare level Is to 
tell them that you do not deserve anything for your hard work, hardships and efforts (n 
building Alaska. Even President Bush Is trying to put relief money back Into the pockets of 
citizens to stimulate the economy, Our Alaska Legislature needs to lecommena a State 
Sa le s Tax or Seasonal Tax so the eldorly seniors and disabled would be assured of 
"Meals on Wheels" and the Longevity Bonus. Kids Care and adequate funds for education 
are also are priorities to maintain an adequate standard of living, A tax on out-PFstate 
workers during the construction and fishing seasons should be put in place and the 
Governor and the Administration should prevail on their oil company friends to pay their 
bills, Many Alaska fishing families have received nothing from Exxon for the 1989 spill and 
payment of the now greatly reduced punitive damage claim would be a  great boom to 
the Alaskan economy.

Respectfully,

JarU M. Van Hyning * „ 
( j  PO Box 8 0165  c 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

907-479*2476
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April 30, 2003

To: Senate Rules Committee

Subject: C5 For Senate Bill No. 117 -  Re: Longevity Bonus

This proposed legislation is intended to supplement the current regulations that 

cover the Longevity Program, and will take the place o f the phase-out that the current 

law designates. With due respect, I find this Bill degrading and an insult to the pioneers 

Involved In the program, whether they as individuals would be eliminated from the 

program, or those that would qualify. As the Governor has stated, Alaska has many 

programs that are designed to help the poor and pick up the tab for those who are 

destitute.

The Longevity Bonus was not designed for those reasons and the recipients are 

entitled to a phase out that has some dignity about it. Many o f us will agree that the 

annual expenditures for the current qualified long-term residents if  carried to its 

demise, ( estimated 2031,) is excessive, and not fair to other Alaskans.

A more equitable way to eliminate the Program would be to speed up the phase 

out. Each year, starting with July 1, 2003, reduce the annual payments to current 

participants by 2 0 *  per year. For example, current participants receiving $250 would 

be reduced to $200 per month and so on down the line o f other lesser amounts as 

specified In the current program. The phase- out would then eliminate the Program in 

five (5) years. Everyone takes the same hit, and participants will have a period to adjust 

their income to offset the shock o f a one-time blow. There would be very little 

additional expense determining who was eligible for the phase-out, as compared to 

changing the recipients to a “needs” basis.

Keep in mind that we did not invent the Longevity Program, and we had nothing 

to do with the Increase in recipients, but we do need time to adjust to the loss of 

Income.

Since the Program was to be phased out, we had no warning before the ballots 

were counted in the last election that the Governorwas taking aim at the Longevity 
Bonus Program.

Glen D. Franklin,

1213 Copper St., Fairbanks, Ak 99709
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1 am here to express my objection to SB 117 regarding the Alaska Longevity bonus. This bill 
would detrimentally impact Alaska’s most honored citizens, our elders.

1 respect this Committee’s diligence in addressing the budget shortfalls. I recognize your 
decisions are difficult and laden with burden.

1 believe there are two options, cut back spending or generate more revenues. This proposed 
cutback will hurt elders. Generating revenues makes everyone that can pay for services and 
programs - pay. I was told that there are approximately 18000 Alaskan elders that receive the 
longevity bonus. The cost is approximately $47 million.

In 2001, total wages earned in Alaska equaled $9.3 Billion dollars and non-residents earned $1.1 
billion dollars o f  that money. A 5% income tax would have generated $465 Million dollars, o f 
which Non-residents would have had to give back to Alaska in the amount o f $50.5 Million 

. dollars. The revenue generated from the non-residents alone would be more than enough to 
£ / \ / > o v e r  the expenses related to providing a bonus t<y )Ur respected elder.,.

We all know it’s time to pay the piper. But the question is who is to pay? I believe it should be 
those that work and can afford to pay, not our honored elders. Why would anyone want to
balance the budget on the backs ol our elders! < ,7/ ^ ‘Vh / / / <

fY lcc /u .) V v A 'L c A '1  f ih ' '- ' .  I ' /«. * tV  ' / A  c * ^
I J

n ne question is not whether we can afford this program; the question is, “are there alternative
solutions?” I believe there arc. I respectfully request that you not support SB 117.

Signed y c  a j L
Testififcx-M yrna Gardner 

Self
Representing (Optional)

PO Box 3339L Juneau. Alaska 99803 
Address 

907-463-/386
Phone Number
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April 30.2003

To Members of the Senate Finance Committee 

Subject: Longevity Bonus

My name is Bill Church, age 72, and I have lived in Alaska for 69 years. I worked my 
whole life here and subsequently retired here.

I’m not so old that 1 can’t realize the necessity of cutting the budget. However, there are 
many elderly people who can’t make it without the longevity bonus and I think it would 
be pretty heartless take this away from them. This “needs based longevity bonus" would 
take care of these people who would otherwise fall between the cracks,

I consider myscll'a true Alaskan, ana I can see a need for changes in the longevity 
program. As has been said many times, it was created to reward those longtime Alaskans 
who lived here, worked, and helped make Alaska what it is today. It no longer serves 
that purpose. As has also been said, it has created two classes of seniors; actually more 
than that. There are long-time Alaskans who get the bonus; there are short time Alaskans 
who gel the bonus; and there are long-time Alaskans who don’t get the bonus. It 
probably would be a fairly reasonable thing to say that those of us who don’t get the 
bonus could use it just a well as those getting it. V/l ether they needed it or not, those 
receiving the bonus have received thousands of dollars since die program started, or they 
reached age 65. We are all being asked to tighten our belts, so perhaps those not in dire 
need of the bonus will now be willing to sacrifice a little in order to look out for those

I sat in during the last two legislative audio conferences, and heard many people talking 
about, “it being nice to have, they had gotten used to it and it wasn’t right to take it away 
now, it was their mad money, etc." I also had planned on the bonus at age 65, but missed 
the deadline by 5 months. It was necessary to make several major adjustments In our 
retirement plans at that time, as my wife would also have received it, Perhaps the people 
fortunate enough to have received the bonus should be grateful it lasted as long as it did.

I spoke with one of the Johnny come lately Alaskans and he said, and I quote him, “If 
the legislature does this, I’m going BACK, down south." All I can say is that people like 
this are not Alaskans. Alaskans are here through both the good times and the bad. 
Perhups it would not be such a bad thing if some of these people who came up here 
strictly for the benefits Alaska offered were to return home when the benefits stopped.

When you consider the number of senior citizens residing in Alaska, these hearings show 
how few of them arc willing lo give up even a few minutes to defend the programs 
benefiting them. Perhaps they are not as important to them as we think.

who arc.
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