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ALASKA \VATCH D06 

Loageylty Booll! 

There are 3,845 old timers in the Fairbanks/North Star Borough. At $200,00/month the 
Borough cash registers can receive $9,228,000.00 a year. 

Permanent Fund 

ThP; Fairbanks/North Star Borough has a population of 82, 700 people. At $1,500.00/year the 
Borough cash registers can receive $124,000,000,00 a year. 

Both Fund! 

With over $9 million from the Longevity ~und and $124 million from the Permanent Fund the 
Fairbanks/North Star Borough can receive up to $133 million a year through their cash 
registers. 

I ask the business people ... are you ready to give up :hat money ($133 million/year) of potential 
revenue? What can the state do to even come close to giving you that much? More than 
likely it will end Up in one or more programs that will never affect your bottom line. It may even 
end up In some •pork Barrel" Deal. 

. 
Do not; do not forget Representative Pett Kott and his ridiculous statement about the 
Permanent Fund ... worse thing the State could have done. t say his polltlcal career is over. 
D.D you agree? Let him know. 

~In L. Trouler 
· 571.- Howell Road 
Saleha, Alaska 99714 
907~7722 

- -----------·-------............ ··-· 
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April 7, 2003 

Dear Legislator: 

Governor Murkowski's proposal to end Alaska's Longevity Bonus program 
July 1, 2003 is a slap in the face to seniors. He says let them go on welfare 
although that would gain nothing because the money would still come from 
the government. 

Many seniors have planned their retirement with the Longevity Bonus as an 
income so they can stay in Alaska. 

At the time the Longevity Fund was proposed, its purpose was to provide 
incentive to seniors to remain in Alaska following their retirement, and to 
not sell their property and go south with the money. 

Th~ Longevity Fund should be retained because it benefits the State of 
Alaska's economy in the following ways: 

1. Seniors' social security money plus other retirement money they 
earn would stay in Alaska; 

2. The $250 per month helps seniors to pay for the higher cost of 
living caused by the higher prices in Alaska from freight charges; 

3. The Longevity Bonus was never considered as welfare. It was a 
plan to benefit the economy of Alaska. 

4. The people receiving the bonus are 75 years of age or older and ten 
years from now, many will no longer be here. 

I urge you to retain the Alaska T • ngevity Bonus for Alaskan seniors. Thank 
you for your consideration of t •• 1s request. 

Sincerely, .~C <S)e_~- }\' 



.ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 

Please enter into the rec0rd my testimony to the SehGJt~ ~-Ort~ A-f-f~1rs 

Committee on ___ S_1?_l-'-11_,___ ___ __ _ 
Bill/ Subject 

Commitlcc Name 
Dated 04/04/03 

The Longevity Bonus should continue as it is right now for many m a;ons: 

(1) According to the Alaska Commission. on Aging "seniors make up one of the 
Largest Industries in terms of imµact on the state economy through 
their spending, and their spending has a rn~ltiplier effect for every 
dollar of retirement income spent." 

(2) The Longevity Progrnm is the only state program that will eliminate 
itself by people dying off. 

(3) Elimination of the Longevity Program may well be just enough reason 
for senior citizens to leave Alaska, taking all their retirement 
savings income, social security income and pension income with them 
to be spent down below . 

(4) The state will be losing many free contributed hours performed 
in public service by those retired people who have felt that 
donating public service time is a way of pay- back to the state. 

I believe the state needs to: 

(1) Establish an annual $100 per person school tax for all wor1dng 
people and for persons receiving the Longevity Bonus. 

(2) Establish a sales tax so that all can share tax burdens. 

(3) Establish an income tax with possible credit of some part of the 
i::u les tax on low-income people . 

The above three items would spread the tax burden over more people. 

These ideas and thoughts are respectfully submitted. Let's hold the 
Longevity Bon · Seniors up here as long as we cnn . Going to be a 38- year Alaskan 
SIGNED: _ ~ come fall and hope to stay many more years. 

Representing 

2 2 9 Id i ta rod , Fa i rh an k c;,_,,'--'-'A::.;K'---"'9""-9..._7"'"0 ..._l __ __,(._..9'"""0'""'"7_,_)--"'-4..._5""'"6-_;i,r:: 0"""6:<..:3"--------
Address I Phone Number 



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Se1,,~-l:-e.. SL"&'t~Affo.-i rs 

Committee on ---=~;...a.B.c<--:.1....:...1....:..1 _______ _ 
Bill/ Subject 

Commillcc Name 
Dated April 4, 03 

I am strongly opposed t o removing the Longevity Bonus from 
Seniors who have been led to believe they could count on it. This 
program will end naturally before too long. Meanwhile, it enables 
and encourages the older seniors to retire in Alaska and spend any 
retirement income they have here. Without the bonus, many seniors 
will move outside where living costs are lower, and take their 
retirement money with them . 

I do support a combination of sales tax, income tax , and 
Permanent Fund Cap - so the cutting of programs and contributions 
to the State Budget are spread more equitably among those who live 
here, those who earn money here but spend it there t hey live out of 
state, and those who visit here and expect to pay a sales tax. 

I have lived in Alaska for 37 years, and hope to able to stay. 

SIGNED: 
Testifier Ruth Woodke 

Representing 

229 lditnrod , Fairbanks, AK 99701 (907) 456- 5063 

Address I Phone Number 
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FAX TOt 907 465 2069 

John covdroy 

Eva Lyn M· Casey 
8480 J ewel Lake Rd . 
~nchorage, AK 9950i 
907 243 8530 

March 29, 2003 
Senator 
Hei.1ber, 
Mo111bor, 

re 

Senate Stotu AttairG Committee 
Senate Finance Subcoll\1111 ttoo 
Governor Re ; Dlll to Yrooze 

Eligibility for & Fund 
Longevity Program 2004 Daor Senator Cowdrey : 

Please consider tho ouggestion& in my letter and it' a 
11tl:1u:hmanta even thou.gh I am not tro111 your district. 

Your re111a rke during the firct com111ittaa hoaring on SB 117 
cauae n:a to beliava you vould bo among tho•• LegislatorG 
mout liK• l Y to underetand t hat a b ill ~ach aa that 
ougootod bolov voa ld va a hWlaae and rational vay to 
~reot tho criGie that loome over all of uu trul y dapondent 
on tho paymonts va : eceiva--and ge t the Covornor and tho 

.Ropublican major1ty o!I! the hot aoat th• ioeue llas 
C'rA11tad . 

or f l rat i mportance to the program's pr esent bena!iclarie• 
la, ot courae, putting CundiAg for tho !1scal year that 
begin& July lat, 2003, in place. You havo hoard a groat 
deal alr6ady on tho urgency or »Reing that iE done . 

Next, it' tl1e bill 111alce11 l t possible tor thoaa roclpionts 
vho, at present, aro in circumatancee such that they coul d 
opt out of tho program vithouy loosing elioibility co return 
to lt later i t their circumetancoc chang• and finance11 
dete r iorate, you might vell creat o a aolf-adminiatorir 
a nd non-bureaucratic f orN of practical •moaaG tooting . " 

Such a bill might even be a vehicle to racreate soma of 
tho biparti aanahip ao noticably lacking eo far in thi • 
ooooion vhore loadoro of the Minority ~ave not e ven been 
inside the Governor •o ofLice according to atatements in 
pr••• brla!inqa 

All for •tude-off11• HB 11 from Ra pruentotive ltokeberg 
does appear to be • vlable incre~Rnt•l atep forvard in 
easi~g fiscal gap dilemaias. 

cc: Sen~te and Uouae Majorit y 
and Minority leaders, ~ep. Nor1113n 
Jtokeberg, Chairs Hoose and Sen~tr ____________ ____.., 

FAX TO• senator Ga'r}' 
. '4U~onr co-cl\air . • 

senate finance commi ttoe 
4fl5 47) A . • · · 

OEC!NT ttESSAGBS TO L!GtSLATORS 

Vary sincerely, 

~~ 

l'AG! L or 4 to 9 

PLEAS! PINO A WAY TO PA$T TRACK SOKE SILLS TO ASSURE US 

THAT WE WILL HAVE Tll! CHECKS WE RELY CJPON COKE JULY 1st. 

TllE ATTACHED PllPtRS OPFER SOME or TH! AllC!lli"BNTS TO COUNTER 

SD ANO H1! DILLS AOATOST THE VtTAL LONO!VITT PROGRAM. PL!AS! 

REM> AND CONS10£R TH!S£ COUNTER ARCOHENTS ANO THE IDEA POR 

A l'OSS18LE BILt. 

Tlf~ YOO TO TllOSJ: WHO n7'V! RJ::SPOITT>!D TO E7'RLIER PAPERS 

ALSO MEANT FOR POBLIC USTIKONY. YOU HELPED KEEP HOP! 

8. H. Cuey 
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April ~. 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
State Capitol Room S18 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Pax; (907) 465-4714 

Dear Senator Gary WJ1'.<en, 

HENRIEITA WE.EDA 

907 243 1207 

My name is Henrietta Weeda and I have lived in Alaska for almost 70 years. I have built a 
business, lived a Jife. and raised a family in this great state. My husband and I lived and 
worked in PaJmcr with the colonists, survived the lean year during and after World War Il, 
rchllilt our lives after the Grca t Earthquake, and, after all of those years of struggle, saw 
many people benefit from the building of the pipeline. 

When my husband and 1 retired we had u 1"11nall reliremem (whleh is now gone), our house, 
Social Security, and the Alaska Longt:vity Bonus. 

Nowt hear that Governor Murkowskl wlsbes to eliminate tbb program, and I 
am outra1ed. 

This program was a promise to those of us as thanks because of our genera lion's hard work in 
developing the economy of the stute. This compact with my generation is something that I 
now depend on. 

When we retired (my husband and 1 were both well past 65), medicine w~u e,r;pensivc:, but not 
as expensive us il h now. Medicare does not pay for pr~~riptions and J s.m finding that my 
options for access to doocors arc becoming more and more limited. The Longevity check helps 
me immen~ly with lhis burden. 

My gcncratlon's vision for Alttska wnR an Alaska that holds its promises to its citiiens. an 
Alaska that honors its elders. an Alaska that is hone(\l e"en in tough times. Keep these 
honorable ldcas In mind while you deliberate. Please do not abancton the promise made to us 
year11 ago, 

Yours truly, . 
~,.t,,~.?«:. 7v.L.e~«.... 

Henrletca "Hank" Weedtt 

234 EAST TENTH AVE. ANCHORAGE. AK 99501 (907) 272·2609 

P.01 
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DATE: April 4, 2003 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE 

210 LAKE STREET, SITKA, AK 99835 
Phone: 747-6276 Fax: 747-5807 

Email: sit.1<a._lio@legis.state.ak.us 

TO: Senate Finance Committee 

FAX: 465-2187 # pages, Including cover sheet 

FROM: Virginia Cushing, Sitka constituent 

MESSAGE: Please add this written testimony to SB 117 comn. . cket. 

Thank you. 

P. 01 
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4-4-03 

RE~ LONGEVITY EONUS SB l17 TO: Senate Financi Committee 

I did not send commentB earlier as I am busy doing volunteer 
work every a~y of the w~ek "in Sitka----at our White Elephant Shop 
(and, in summer, also volunteer visitor information work). 

Richard cu~hing and I were .married in Sitka in 1949, and liked 
Sitk~ so well ~e settled permanently even though It was hard 
being away from our Wisconsin farniliee. We felt honored to pay 
income ta~~ ~ .ae moat states have such taxes. 

My husband died 8-10-80 after 31 years with Sitka T4laphone Company. 

Having lived in Alaska ten years b•for@ Statehood I am one of 
those for whom the longevity bonus was int~nded. It'o hurtful 
hearing administration spokesperson'SC'alling for abol i shing 
the program because it is not now a~ it was intended. 

A small annuity {15 years) . of mine juat ended. If thn longevity 
bonus ia taken away I will be ~hart almost ~500 month:y income . · 

Fru~tration and worry about ~oney can only h,ve a neg11tive effect 
on us in our 70s, Sos, and 90a. It may cause some of U5 to drop 
dead sooner of heart attack~ but hope our fate won't t)e debilitatting 
strokee -----THEY ARE REALtY COSTLY. 

CCI Rep , Peggy Wilson ·- - .. ... ....... .. ·- ... .. --·· .. 

d . 
V.irg i 

54-ye 

P.O. Box 186 
Sitka, AK 99835 

Telephone: 907-747-3326 
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Dear Senator, 
Concerning the longevity bonus, the governor keeps talking 

about 65 year olds receiving $ 250.00 per month. There are no 65 
year olds receiving the bonus. I am 72 this month and I was told 
that no one would receive the bonus that was any younger than 
me. J receive $ l 00.00 per month. I am wondering if you want to 
go down in Alaska history as the legislature that took away 
benefits from the 72 to 92 year olds. Why eliminate a program that 
is in the process of being phased out ? 

I didn't move here to collect the bonus, T was born here. By 
contrast~ many people move here to collect the permanent fund. I 
remember when the permanent fund was being established. It was 
being called a rainy day account to operate the govt. in lean years. 
It seems to me that the pennanent fund ought to go into a phase 
out program. According to the governor, it lost six billion dollars 
this year. How long would that run the state govt.? 

Like most seniors, I thought my bonus was secure when the 
Ler,islature created the phase out of the bonus. J hope you will 
consider these things when you vote on the budget. 
Sin~erely, 
H.L. McKinney 
11015 Cange St. 
Anchorage, AK 
99516 

P . 01 



Honorable Frank H. Murkowski, Governor 
STATE OF AL;\SKA 
P. 0. Box 11000 I 
Juneau AK 99811 -0001 

Dear Governor Murkowski: 

P.O. Box 210531 
Auke Bay AK 99821 
April 5, 2003 

' I l ; I : .J 

We have received your letter of 3/28/03 addressed to Senior Alaskans pertaining to the 
Longevity Bonus Program. I am 68 years old and my wife is 67 years old and we have 
lived in Alaska 65 years and 44 years respectively. We agree the program was initially 
instituted to support the pioneers that made Alaska the success it became. The relatively 
high cost of living, lack of extensive medical facilities, lack of social programs, etc. made it 
difficult for many elderly to live out tht:ir life in the l:Ountry they built and loved. We fully 
supported the concept and the cost at the time to address those problems. 

In light of the great change in whom the progran1 now supports and its present cost when 
the financial needs of the State have increased greatly, we agree completely with your 
proposal to now do away with the Longevity Bonus Program. It is our observation that 
there are now many other programs that will benefit elderly people who may need care and 
help as they age. 

In addition to the above, we want you to know that we have followed the other aspects of 
your proposed budget and fiscal plans for the State and fully support your efforts in this 
regard. We believe you have honestly and fairly addressed the fiscal needs of the State and 
proposed equitable solutions. We realize that some aspects of your proposals have not yet 
been fully discussed or finalized, e.g. the $100 tax on wage earners or the summer sales tax, 
but we support either of these. The one tax you haven't proposed and one that might be 
offered by the Legislature that we would not support, is an income tax. Something less that 
50% of the people in Alaska pay income tax and hence have no stake in such a tax if one is 
implemented. The income tax has created a huge constituency at the Federal level that pay 
no such taxes yet support these specifically because they have no consequences in the 
burden the rest of us must shoulder: We believe this is an intolerable situation and do nm 
want it promoted in our State. 

Your administration is off to an excellent start and we wish you continued success. 

v~__:: yours, 

i?z:D!S~ Ve~k)nnd~ 
Cc: Senator Gary Wilken, Senate Finance Committee V--­

Senator Lyda Green, Senate Finance Committee 
Representative John Harris, House Finance Committee 
Representative Bill Williams, House Finance Committee 
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Anchorage, Alaska 
April 7 t 2003 

ROBERT Q..ARK JR 

To: Senators: Lyda ~ Gmy Wilken, Con Bunde, Robin Tayfor, Ben 
Stevens~ Lyman"Iioffinan, Donald 019on. 

Subject: ~Bill J 17. 

Thb are multiple reasons why the AlMb Loqevity Bonus &hould remain 
·in existence and every Alaskan legi5\lator should be cognizant of &ome of 
them. 

PAGE 01 

Legislators and all Al~s ~oy many things tw.it w~e brought about by 
the sweat of the brow of the very senior citinms that this Senate bill ii 1ryinf 

· to hurt. With continuu rising prices of everything they need, and most 
lellior citizens being miJed on limited income, they still need the µ,upvity 
Bonus. Tbe program is p~ing out anyway, and I am sure that there are 
other areas where. cuts could be made that would be lcu of an impact on the 
public. 

Pleese vore agaima SeQate Bill 117. Thank you. 

Robert P. Clark, Jr. 
200 W. 34th Ave., #344 
~Cho.rage, Alaska . 99503 
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April 8, 2003 

Re: Longevity Bonus 

Janet B. Girard 
12'±5 Scotwood Drive 
Wasilla 
Alaska 9965'± 

Dear Governor Murkowski: 

Yes Govei:-nor Murkowski , I am s •Jre all of us eldest senior-s, 
the ones on the longevity bonus, would be happy to lead Alaska in 
an effort to right Alaska's financial problems and would like to 
share the load--if we possibly could. But despite our age we 
still have the urge for self-preservation and many of us are 
still endeavoring to give worthwhile service to our communities 
and families . We are not dunderheads only to be patted on the 
head and be expected to willingly walk the plank to an early 
death. Despite being conscientious when it comes to our health 
care--eating correctly, exercising, including being active in the 
community, far those wr.J still can, and doing all to maintain 
mental acuity our bodies still continue to degenerate. . With 
this normal aging process we often need medications that are very 
costly and difficult to afford without help. We deserve the 
opportunity to fulfill our lives without having to commit 
suicide. 

Many of us cannot qualify for Medicaid Cwhich still is at 
least partly paid by the state), but yet the exorbitant cost of 
medicine today makes oui:- survival questionable. Without the 
longevity bonus , many of us will not be able to make it . It is 
that vital to us . 

Do you really feel that the eldest of Alaskan seniorsCage 
72-onward) are so unimportant and useless that you are willing to 
sacrifice us for the extra money Alsska needs, causing us great 
hardship, and in same cases great pain and needless death for 
lack of medication or food? Surely there must be another more 
humane way to scare up the bucks . 

Many of our oldest seniors have been the pioneers of Alaska 
and have given much to the state. The already aging children of 
these seniors would find it hard to replace the loss of the 
longevity bonus to their parents. Their younger descendants 
would be just starting out with their own heavy expenses. What 
you do to LIS impacts the 11 ves of many others as wel 1 . 

Can't we at least end our years in a productive way as long 
as possible and with dignity? Please don't ask us to die sooner 
than we need to . We are still worthwhile citizens but most of us 
unfortunately are unable to bear anymore loads , no matter how 
much we would like to, and now we ourselves are in need of a 
helping hand. We have given to Alaska--now we need your help. 
Please don't condemn us to this catastrophe. Please keep the 
longevity bonus. We and our families will be eternally grateful . 

Sincerely yours, 

8 ~ J/1-:f ;c0 t< I f-. n: // !/ ~ /V~ · \ ~-- "< V '-<V « \ 
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RE.· L ONGJiVITY BOAIUS 

Dear Governor Murkowski: 
.! 

. I 

---·--- --... 

Frank L. Girard 
12'i:S Scotwood Drive 
Wasilla 
Alaska 996S'i: 

We,.I:'ead your ar-ticle in the Dally News of l1ar-ch 2'i: and your:­
lettet' to me of March 25. 

Many years ago, I started receiving the longevity bonus CLB) that 
was a godsend then and now even more so. Without it my wife and I 
would lose our home or starve. We are not amused by your argument 
that since there are 20,000 post-1996 seniors who don ' t get the 
bonus we should glve up out"s. "It is unfair to have two classes 
of senior citizens." Inequity between two classes is the r:-ule and 
not an exception. Consider the difference between the vast 
majot'ity of senior's and r:-etired successful politicians . We 
understand that your retirement income will be in the five 
figures per month at tax-payers ' expense. We trust that you will 
gladly donate a large chunk of your:- lavish retirement income for" 
"education, public safety and safe transportation systems 11 that 
you state in your' letter we must give up our LB for. 

One could just as well argue that the 20,000 not on the LB 
program should be put on it to alleviate the unfait'ness. If we 
lose the LB, it will not help those currently not t"ecelving it to 
any noticeable degree. 

All LB receivers at"e now at least well into their 70s. Those 
seniors not on the LB progt'am didn't enter the state early enough 
or didn ' t reach 65 soon enough. Thet'efore the seniors not getting 
the LB are younger than those receiving the LB or are recent 
entrants to Alaska, hardly to be consldered Alaska pioneers. 
There is no question that the older one becomes, on average, the 
more one ' s health deteriorates. With failing health comes higher 
expenses of · many ki nds, some crushing. Therefore, this older 
group of senior's getting the LB are, in general, in greater' need 
of it than the younger gt'oup not getting the LB. 

We think it's appalling that to help make up state financial 
shortages you target the most hel pless Df Alaska's citizens--the 
18,000 oldest and sickest of any age gt'oup. Perhaps you imagine 
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that their votes are of l ·tle consequence and that many of them 
are too senile to fight yo. ~nyway. I assure you that large 
numbers of us not only have 11 our marbles but have even larger 
numbeLs of friends and relatives who also vote and have long 
memories I 

.! 

Ar~ you sure, Governor Murkouski, that your fiscal policies for 
AlEska are not driven by the same political motives that drive 
your man, Bush? Among these are super tax cuts and other 
financial advantages for the wealthy, the special interests while 
help for the less fortunate is lacking. 

If the state's finances are really so bad that beleaguered 
seniors are asked to sacrifice, then tax church property. 
Exempting religion from its fair shale of public expense, which 
the rest of us must make up, violates the First Amendment, 
separation of church and state. Individual parishioners will not 
starve or lose their homes if their church is taxed. Another 
option is a state lottery . Why not? Many states already do this. 

We are sure you are reasonable, Governor, Murkowski, and that you 
will reconsider your determination to eliminate the LB . 

Sincerely, 



March 121 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 5181 3rd Floor, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

' ... 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski's proposed elirrilnation 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place," 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between bufing 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska1s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their "one and only" meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abu~c them. 

Sincerely, 
, -



?vfarch 12, 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 5181 3rd Floor, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski's proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place," 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska's oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their "one and only" meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them. 

Sincerely, 



March 12, 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 518, 3rd Floor, State Capito1 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski,s proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place," 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska's oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their "one and only" meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them. 



March 12, 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 518, 3rd Floor, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski's proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place," 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska's oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on thr.ir longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. ThP.y also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their "one and only'' meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
'Ne need io be respectful of our elders, not abuse them. 

\ 



March 12, 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 518, 3rd Floor, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski's proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place," 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska's oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their ''one and only" meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them. 

Sincerely, J-(~41 "Jf\1 A.Jd_;_ . 



March 12, 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 518, 3rd Floor, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski's proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffe1 with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place/' 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska's oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on r·zceiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their "one and only" meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them. 

I .f/""-"...x_.µ ._ - - ~ _.. v 
Sincerely, . 1....L-:-n . ~ . 1 

' 



March 12, 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 518 1 3rd Floor, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski's proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Communjty Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place," 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska's oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their "one and only" meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them. 

Sincerely, 
- (_)ti (+ CP o ~ 



. \ 

Fairbanks, Alaska 

March 31, 2003 

...... 

Dear Senate and House Interior Delegation: 

Re: Alaskans opposed to the elimination 
or change in Ute Longevity Bonus Program 

We are enclosing herewith the signatures of 655 Alaskans residing in the 

Fairbanks area who oppose any changes to the Longevity Bonus Program. 

You will recognize the names of the volunteers who gathered these signatures as 

well as the names of the Alaskans who enthusiastically signed their names In 

strong opposition to Gov. Murkowski's proposal to eliminate the Longevity Bonus 

Program as it has existed for the past 30 years. 

We hope that you will heed the voices of your constituents and vote NAY to bills 
I 

in both Alaska House and Alaska Senate committees . 
.. 

655 signatures gathered by: 

Glenn Hackney 
Irene Peyton 
Marian Thomas 
Lois Van Hynlng 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Rutn Bohms 

Ruth Bohrns 
Karen Wood 
Mary Lou Teel 
Marcella Hill 
Carol Soll! Barbara O'Dell t. 

Ed Shellinger 
Lll Shelllnger 
Hal Levey 
Cliff Brennen 
Bill O'Dell 



April 25, 2003 

Dear Alaska State Legislators 
and Governor Murkowski : 

Enclosed herewith are sixteen pages containing 1.58 signatures of Alaska 
residents who are strongly opposed to any changes in the Longevity Bonus 
Program. 

So strongly are Fairbanksans opposed to Governor Murkowski's proposed 
el imination of the Longevity Bonus Program that Republicans are likely 
to suffer in future elections should any changes be made. 

The comment, "Governor Murkowski made me a Democrat," was frequently 
expressed by those signing the enclosed petition. 

Encls. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ruth B. Bohms 
Longtime Alaskan 
P 0 Box 80155 
Fairbanks, AK 99708 
(907) 479-6970 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2.004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated /IAarch 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdenson1e for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the fan1ilies of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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- --
8--v )r- ~L, {~ 

Pr1 ft-s /} /<:_ '7? 7o r 1s-i~ 7 5? D 

o I 

7'7.Y-o865 

bk.s 4k 41if.-/;~ID 

r&t Jl t: 4-H ~ -gt-JL 

TO ~1- ~ 

tJ.,,~ ~\:_ ~'-' 



TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients °is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth stud~ to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their· privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communit2es. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinkSi considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that anv changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that anv changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to tl te program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: Q) 
• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 

With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics ot their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus reclpients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program plea'se consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each pc. ssing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week,_this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, ,2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: @ 
• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 

With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated Merf'h 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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. 
TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,34.0 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that anv changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: ·Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevi~y Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• lmplementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
int rusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A tirinely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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· TO: ·Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the f;:;Howing: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Sl..mmary for the month of January, 2003shows17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy._ 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one ye~r pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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• 
TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m~tter c; law. 
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·ro: ·our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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Fairbanks, Alaska 
April 28, 2003 

TO: Members of Alaska State Senate Finance Collllldttee, 

Members of the Fairbanks Interior Delegation, and 

to Governor Murkowsk.i 

In addition to the 16 pages (158 signatures) -.ailed on Satuday, April 26, 2003, 

and sent to ALL Alaska's Legislators (20 in Senate, 40 in House), enclosed 

herewith find an additional 11 pages (numbered pages 17 through 27) 

containing 79 signatures of Fairbanks area residents who are opposed to 

changes in the Longevity Bonus Program. 

The senior cormunity statewide will be responding next Wednesday, April 30. 

to another teleconference you have scheduled on the Longevity Bonus Program. 

Retaining the Longevity Bonus Program is of absolutely primary importance 

to seniors and their families . 

There is a whole chain of entities who wi11 suffer (recipient, faa:ily, 

c0111DUI1ity, state) should any changes be la8de to the Longevity Bonus Program. 

WE HOPE THAT YOU Vll.L THIHK CAREFULLYJJ USE YOUR AUTHORITY WISELYJJ AND RETAIN 

THE LONGEVITY BONUS PROGRAII IN ITS ENTIRETY AS IT EXIST.S TODAY WITH RO CHANGES. 

Thank You ! 

Enclosures: 
as noted above 

~S~ly :~r~JJ ~ ~t, / 
Ruth B. Bobas 

Longti•e Alaskan 

P .O. Box 80155 

FairbankslJ Alaska 99708-0155 

(907) 479-6970 



T-0: CYur Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: ~,, r-r · ( (I I 

\__/ 
• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 

With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 rr.cnths from now, 
the number of recipients is projec' ad to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Lon.]evity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be ;tn 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the famil ies of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as n matter of law. 
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T·O: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider ~he following: 

• The Alaska i_ongevity Bonus Statistica l Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost t() the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants , on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each pass ing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the rt cipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 

economics of their communities. 
• A timely notice of any change~ to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrjnks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Pape" page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of 3ny change~ to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17, 25~ (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients , an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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to: Our Alaska State Legislators 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

April 25, 2003 
~-:: ~' 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State 's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any change~ to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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T.O: Our Alaska State Legislators 

Before vou vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

April 25, 2003 
(~ 
~· 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants rieceiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of reCipients is projected to be 17 ,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burden~ome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes. to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators 
April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the Statt shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17 ,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 
• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 

of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 

economics of their communities. 
• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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T.O: Our -Alaska State Legislators 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17 ,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burden~ome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the rec ipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 

economics of their communities. 
• A timely notice of any changes. to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 

PHYSI CAL ADDRESS · MAILING ADDRESS CITY &: Z IP PBONB E-MAIL 
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lO: Our Alaska Gtate Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation .of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burden~ome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients , an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes. to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for th~ month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants ~eceiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients , an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-riepth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in1age from 100 years down to 
the early 70sn Many of Alaska's seniors live precarious!y on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. 

·. (j) The retirement income of seniors and their "1edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 
' 

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands uf full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. 

NAME (SIGNATURE) PHYSICAL ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS CITY &: ZIP P IIONE E-MAIL 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or cha,nge the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 

Longevity Bonus inonthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in!age from 100 years d<'wn to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge ~f solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, -rent and food. .. 

The retirement income of seniors and their '11edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 

In addition to the impar.~ of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full~time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. · · 

. . . 
. ... 

NAME {PRINT) NAME {SIGNATtrRB) . PHYSICAL ADDRESS MAl ·,-NG ADDRESS CITY &: ZIP PHONE E-MAIL 



TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way . . 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in:age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on ttie edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. 

The retirement inc ')me of seniors and their niedical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to co:1!inue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. · 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators State1wide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the longevity Bonus Program in any way. 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in:age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. 

The retirement incom"' of seniors and their !lledical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. (!fJ 
In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-tirrae jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonur Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and health 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to e!iminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 
• 

longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in~age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for pre~cription 
drugs, rent and food. 

·. 

The retirer.ient income of seniors and their ~edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable then:i to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. 

. .. 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in ~age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge ~f solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. 

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the ~quivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT iS, to ensure 
dignity a·nd independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to cuntinue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. · 
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TO:. Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide Miirch, 2003 

we· ask .vou NOT tQ eliminate or c:hange th~ provisions of the Longevity Bonus Prog.ram in 311y way. 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of.Alaska's seniors.rangi111g in ~age from 100 years down ito 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska'c; seniors live precariously on the edge ~f solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. 

The retirement income of seniors and their "1edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 
. . . 

In aadition to the Impact of theill' income, seniors are volunteer~ and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth m'illions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ~nsure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable the~ to continue to contribute their wisdomJ to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and h~althy lives. · 
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TO: Our F·airbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the .b_ongeviW Bonus Program in anv way. 

Longevity E{Jnus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in ~age from 100 years down to 
the early "l'Cs. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge ~f solvency strP.tching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drug_s, _rent anc~ food. 

The retirement income of seniors and their '11edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. (ID 
In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independ~nce for Alaska's seniors, and.to enable then:a to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead n1eaningful and healthy lives. 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in:age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge ~f solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drug.s, .rent and food. 

The retirement income of seniors and their ~edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. VJe, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. · 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Leaislators and other Legisfators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 
. . 

. . 
Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being ~md the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in~age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge ~f solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. 

The retirement income of seniors and their ~edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 
\ 

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Progran1 intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. · 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in :age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on th~ edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and fQod. 

The retirement income of seniors and their ~edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. CIY 
In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. 
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