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ALASKA WATCH DOG

Longevity Bonys

There are 3,845 old timers in the Fairbanks/North Star Borough. At $200,00/month the
Borough cash registers can recelve $9,228,000,00 a year.

Permanent Fupd

The Fairbanks/North Star Borough has a population of 82,700 people. At $1,500.00/year the
Borough cash registers can receive $124,000,000,00 a year,

Both Funds

With over $9 million from the Longevity Fund and $424 million from the Permanent Fund the
Fairbanks/North Star Borough can recelve up to $133 million a year through thelr cash
registers.

| ask the business people..,are you ready to give up hat money ($133 million/year) of potential
revenue? What can the state do to even come close to giving you that much? More than
likely it will end up in one or mare programs that will never affect your bottom line. It may even
end up In some “Pork Barrel” Deal.

Do not; do not forget Representative Pett Kott and his ridiculous statement about the
Permanent Fund...worse thing the State could have done. | say his political career is over.
Do you agree? Let him know,

Moaivin L. Trossler
6714 Howell Road
Salcha, Alaska 98714
B07-488-7722
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April 7, 2003

Dear Legislator:

Governor Murkowski’s proposal to end Alaska’s Longevity Bonus program
July 1, 2003 is a slap in the face to seniors. He says let them go on welfare

although that would gain nothing because the money would still come from
the government,

Many seniors have planned their retirement with the Longevity Bonus as an
income so they can stay in Alaska.

At the time the Longevity Fund was proposed, its purpose was to provide
incentive to seniors to remain in Alaska following their retirement, and to
not sell their property and go south with the money.

The Longevity Fund should be retained because it benefits the State of
Alaska’s economy in the following ways:

1. Seniors’ social security money plus other retirement money they
earn would stay in Alaska;

2. The $250 per month helps seniors to pay for the higher cost of
living caused by the higher prices in Alaska from freight charges;

3. The Longevity Bonus was never considered as welfare. It was a
plan to benefit the economy of Alaska.

4. The people receiving the bonus are 75 years of age or older and ten
years from now, many will no longer be here.

I urge you to retain the Alaska T - ngevity Bonus for Alaskan seniors. Thank
you for your consideration of t..is request.

Sincerely, ;/56/8\}\/5/ @&%’N S/\\

A "
! { s
Leon E Olson Jr ﬁgf_;.-. ;
PO Box 70155 s
Fairbanks AK 99707-0455

-




ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Censte State Afbire

Committee Name

Committee on SP l IT Dated 04/04/03
Bill / Subject

The Longevity Bonus should continue as it is right mow for many = sons:

(1) According to the Alaska Commission on Aging ''seniors make up one of the
Larpest Industries in terms of impact on the state economy through
their spending, and their spending has a multiplier effect forevery
dollar of retirement income spent."

(2) The Longevity Program is the only state program that will eliminate
itself by people dying off,

(3) Elimination of the Longevity Program may well be just enough mason
for senior citizens to leave Alaska, taking all their retirement
savings income, social security income and pension income with them
to be spent down below.

(4) The state will be losing many free contributed hours performed
in public service by those retired people who have felt that
donating public service time is a way of pay-back to the state.

I believe the state needs to:

(1) Establish an annual $100 per person school tax for all working
people and for persons receiving the Longevity Bonus.

(2) Establish a sales tax so that all can share Lax burdens.

(3) Establish an income tax with possible credit of some part of the
snles tax on low-income people.

The above three items would spread the tax burden over more people.

These ideas and thoughts are respectfully submitted. Let's hold the
Longevity Bonu®’ Seniors up here as long as we can. Coing to be a 38-year Alaskan

SIGNED: fjl/'%d&éd/ come fall and hope to stay many more years.
7 Testifier

Representing

229 Tditarod, Fairbapks, AK 99701 (907) 456=5063
Address / Phone Number




ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs

Commillece Name

Committeeon S 117 Dated _ April 4, 03

Bill / Subject

I am strongly opposed to removing the Longevity Bonus from
Seniors who have been led to believe they could count on it. This
program will end naturally before too long. Meanwhile, it enables
and encourages the older seniors to retire in Alaska and spend any
retirement income they have here. Without the bonus, many seniors
will move outside where living costs are lower, and take their
retirement money with them.

I do support a combination of sales tax, income tax, and
Permanent Fund Cap — so the cutting of programs and contributions
to the State Budget are spread more equitably among those who live
here, those who earn money here but spend it there they live out of
state, and those who visit here and expect to pay a sales tax.

I have lived in Alaska for 37 years, and hope to able to stay.

SIGNED: , c/’:atéj liloo .;g’én_/

Testifier Ruth Woodke

Representing

229 1ditarod, Fairbanks, AK 99701 (907) 456-5063

Address / Phone Number
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FAX TO: 907 465 2069 Eva Lyn M. Casey
8480 Jewel Lake R4.
Anchorage, AR 99502
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March 29, 2003
Senator John Cowdroy
Member, Senate State Affairs Committee
Momber, Senats Finance Subcommittea
re Governor Ke: DLll11l to Frooze
Eligibility for & Fund
NDear Senator Cowdrey: Longevity Program 2004

Pleaan coneider tho cuggestions in my letter and it's
attachmants evan though I am not from your district.

Your remarks during the first committee hesring on SB 117
cause me to believa you would be among thoss Legislators
most likely to understand that a bill such as that
ougested belovw vould ve a humane and rational way to

treat the crisis that looms over all of us btruly depandent
on the paymonte we receive--and get the Governor and the
Republican majority off the hot seat the lssue has
craatad.

0f First ioportance to the program's present beneficiaries
is, of course, putting funding for the fiscal year that
begine July ist, 2003, in place. You have heard a great
deal already on the urgency of seeing that ls done.

Next, if the bill makes lt posaible for thosc recipionts
vho, at present, are in circumstances such that they could
opt out of the program wvithouy leoming eligibility &o return
to it later if their circumatancoc change and finances
duteriorate, you might vell creata o self-administorir.

and non-bureaucratic form of practical "means tecting.”

Such a bill might even be a vehlcle to racreate some of
the bipartisanship so noticably lacking so far in this
secssion where leaders of the Minority have not sven baaen
inside the Governor'es office according to statements in
presa briafings

A3 for "trade-offs" HB 11 from Repressntative Rokeberg
doag appsar to bs a viable incremental stup forward in
naning fismcal gap dilemman.

cc: Sepate and House Majority Very sincerely,

and Minority leaders, Rep. Norman P S ﬂﬁ
o Ad It

Rokeberg, Chairs House and Senate

B |
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FAX TO: Sanator Gary ﬂ@ ' PAGE 1 of 4 to 9

xen; Co-chair g
“étnat; Finance Committof |

465 4718

UEGENT MESSAGES TO LEGISLATORS
PLEASE PIND A WAY TO PAST TRACK SOME BILLS TO ASSURE US

THAT WE WILL HAVE THE CHECKS WE RELY UPON CONE JULY 1st.

THE ATTACHED PAPERS OPEER SOME OF THE ARCUMENTS TO COUNTER
SD AND HE DILLS AGATBST THE VITAL LONGEVITY PROGRAM. PLEASE
READ AND CONSIDER THESE COUNTER ARCUMENTS AND THE 1DEA FOR

A POSS1BLE BILL

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO FAVE RESPONDED TO EARLIER PAPERS

ALSO MEANT FOR PUBLIC TESTIMONY. YOU HELPED KEEP HOPE

ALTYP. E« M. Casey
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HENRIETTA WEEDA

April 5, 2003

Senator Gary Wilken
State Capitol Room 518
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Fax: (907) 465-4714

Dear Senator Gary Wi'ken,

My name is Henrietta Weeda and I have lived in Alaska for almost 70 years. I have built a
business, lived a life, and raised a family in this great state, My husband and I lived and
worked in Palmer with the colonists, survived the lean year during and after World War 11,
rebuilt our lives after the Great Earthquake, and, after all of those years of struggle, saw
many people benefit from the building of the pipeline.

When my husband and 1 retired we hud a small retirement (which is now gone), our house,
Social Security, and the Alaska Longevity Bonus,

Now I hear that Governor Murkowskl wishes to eliminate this program, and I
am outraged.

This program was a4 promise lo those of us as thanks because of our generation's hard work in
developing the economy of the stute, This compact with my generation is something that I
now dcpend on,

When we retired (my husband and I were both well past 65), medicine was expensive, but not
as expensive as it is now. Medicarc does not pay for prescriptions and I am finding that my

options for access to doctors arc becoming more and more limited. The Longevity check helps
me immensely with this burden.

My gencratlon's vision for Alaska was an Alaska that holds its promises to its citizens, an
Alaska that honors its clders, an Alaska that is honest even in tough times. Keep these

honorable ideas in mind while you delibcrate. Please do not abandon the promise made to us
years ago.

Yours truly,
Grcre & Uee fa.
Henrietta “Hank" Weeda

234 EAST TENTH AVE. ANCHORAGE, AK 99501 (207) 272-26C9S



(APR-04-2003 FRI 03:35 PM  SITKA LIO 907 747 5807

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY @

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

210 LAKE STREET, SITKA, AK 99835
Phone: 747-6276 Fax: 747-5807
Email: sitka lio@legis.state.ak.us

DATE: April 4, 2003

TO: Senate Finance Committee

FAX: 465-2187 # pages, including cover sheet

FROM: Virginia Cushing, Sitka constituent

MESSAGE: Please add this written testimony to SB 117 comn . cket.

Thank you,
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4-4-03

RE: LONGEVITY BONUS BB 117 T0: Senate Finance Committee

I did not send comments earlier as I am busy doing volunteer
work every day of the week in Sitka----at our White Elephant Shop
(and, in summer, alsc volunteer visitor information work).

Richard Cushing and I were married in Sitka in 1949, and liked
sitka so well we settled permanently even though It was hard
being away from our Wisconsin families. We felt honored to pay
income tax...as most atates have such taxes.

My husband died 8-10-80 after 31 years with Sitka Tslephone Company.

Having lived in Alaska ten years before Statehood I am one of
those for whom the longevity bonus was intended. 1It's hurtful
hearing administration spokespersons 8 calling for abolishing
the program because it is not now as it was intended.

A small annuity (15 years) of mine just ended. If the longevity
bonus ia taken away I will be .ghort almost $500 month.y income.

Frustration and worxry about money can only haVE a nagative effect

on us in our 708, BOs, and 90s. It may cause some of us to drop

dead sooner of heart attacks but hope our fate won't he dab;l;tatt;ng
strokes =-=~=~THEY ARE REALLY COSTLY.

y Lol ™ BT : i? ‘
‘iir‘;w Cushin
54-yedy/ Sitka resident

P.O. Box 186
Sitka, AK 99835

Telephone: 907-747-3326
ccr Rep, Peggy Wilson
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Dear Senator,

Concerning the longevity bonus, the govemnor keeps talking
about 65 year olds receiving $ 250.00 per month. There are no 65
year olds receiving the bonus, I am 72 this month and I was told
that no one would receive the bonus that was any younger than
me. T receive $ 100.00 per month. I am wondering if you want to
go down in Alaska history as the legislature that took away
benefits from the 72 to 92 year olds. Why eliminate a program that
is in the process of being phased out ?

I didn’t move here to collect the bonus, T was born here. By
contrast, many people move here to collect the permanent fund. I
remember when the permanent fund was being established. It was
being called a rainy day account to operate the govt. in lean years,
It seems to me that the permanent fund ought to go into a phase
out program. According to the governor, it lost six billion dollars
this year. How long would that run the state govt.?

Liike most seniors, I thought my bonus was secure when the
Leg,islature created the phase out of the bonus, I hope you will
consider these things when you vote on the budget.

Sincerely,

H.L. McKinney

11015 Cange St,
Anchorage, AK

99516




P.0. Box 210531 Y
Auke Bay AK 99821
April 5, 2003

Honorable Frank H. Murkowski, Governor
STATE OF ALASKA

P. O. Box 110001

Juneau AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Murkowski;

We have received your letter of 3/28/03 addressed to Senior Alaskans pertaining to the
Longevity Bonus Program. [ am 68 years old and my wife is 67 years old and we have
lived in Alaska 65 years and 44 years respectively, We agree the program was initially
instituted to support the pioneers that made Alaska the success it became. The relatively
high cost of living, lack of extensive medical facilities, lack of social programs, etc. made it
difficult for many elderly to live out their life in the country they built and loved. We fully
supported the concept and the cost at the time to address those problems.

In light of the great change in whom the program now supports and its present cost when
the financial needs of the State have increased greatly, we agree completely with your
proposal to now do away with the Longevity Bonus Program. It is our observation that
there are now many other programs that will benefit elderly people who may need care and
help as they age.

In addition to the above, we want you to know that we have followed the other aspects of
your proposed budget and fiscal plans for the State and fully support your efforts in this
regard. We believe you have honestly and fairly addressed the fiscal needs of the State and
proposed equitable solutions. We realize that some aspects of your proposals have not yet
been fully discussed or finalized, e.g, the $100 tax on wage earners or the summer sales tax,
but we support either of these. The one tax you haven’t proposed and one that might be
offered by the Legislature that we would not support, is an income tax. Something less that
50% of the people in Alaska pay income tax and hence have no stake in such a tax if one is
implemented, The income tax has created a huge constituency at the Federal level that pay
no such taxes yet support these specifically because they have no consequences in the
burden the rest of us must shoulder. We believe this is an intolerable situation and do not
want it promoted in our State.

Your administration is off to an excellent start and we wish you continued success,

Very truly yours,
%\?
) %

Vern (Dick) and Judy Forrest

Ce: Senator Gary Wilken, Senate Finance Committee v
Senator Lyda Green, Senate Finance Committee
Representative John Harris, House Finance Committee
Representative Bill Williams, House Finance Committee




84/87/2003 @8:01 9872761088 ROBERT CLARK JR PAGE 81

Anchorage, Alaska
April 7, 2003

To: Senators: Lyda Green, Gary Wilken, Con Bunde, Robin Taylnr, Ben
Stevens, Lyman Hoffman Donald Olson.

Subject: Senate Bill 117.

There are multiple reasons why the Alasks Longevity Bonus should remain
in existence and every Alaskan legislator should be coguizant of some of
them.

Legislators and all Alaskans enjoy many things that were brought about by
the sweat of the brow of the very senior citizens that this Senste bill is trying

~tohurt. With continual rising prices of everything they need, and most
mﬁorchizmbeingmﬁmdonﬁmjtedincome,theynﬁuneedthammw
Bonus, The program is phasing out anyway, and I am sure that there are
other areas where cuts could be made that would be less of an impact on the

public.
Please vote against Senate Bill 117, Thank you.
" Robert P. Clark, Jr,

200 W. 34™ Ave,, #344
Anchorage, Alaska 99503




April B, 2003 Janet B. Girard
1245 Scotwood Orive
Re: Longevity Bonus Wasilla

Alaska 939654
Dear Governor Murkowski:

Yes Governor Murkowski, I am sure all of us eldsst seniors,
the ones on the longevity bonus, would be happy to lead Alaska in
an effort to right Alaska’s financial problems and would like to
share the load—--if we possibly could. But despite our age we
still have the urge for self-pressrvation and many of us are
still endeavoring to give worthwhile service to our communities
and familiss., We are not dunderheads only to be patted on the
hzad and be expected to willingly walk the plank to an early
death., Despite being conscientious when it comes to our health
care——eating correctly, exercising, including being active in the
community, for those whiy still can, and doing all to maintain
mental acuity our bodies still continue to degenerate. With
this normal aging process we often need medications that are very
costly and difficult to afford without help. We deserve the
agpportunity to fulfill our lives without having to commit
sulclide.

Many of us cannot gqualify for Medicaid (which still is at
least partly paid by the state), but yet the exorbitant cost of
medicine today makes our survival guestionable. Without ths
longevity bonus, many of us will not be able to make it. It is
that vital to us.

Do you really feel that the eldest of Alaskan senilors(age
72-onward) are so unimportant and useless that you are willing to
sacrifice us for the extra money Alaska needs, causing us great
hardship, and in some cases great pain and needless death for
lack of medication or Food? Surely there must be another more
humane way to scare up the bucks.

Many of our oldest seniors have been the piloneers of Alaska
and have given much to the state. The alreadu aging children of
these seniors would find it hard to replace the loss of the
longevity bonus to their parents. Their younger descendants
would be Just starting out with their own heavy expenses. What
you do to us impacts the lives of many others as well.

Can’t we at least end our ysars in a productive way as long
as possible and with dignity? Please don’t ask us to die sooner
than we need to. We are still worthwhile citizens but most of us
unfortunately are unable to bear anymore loads, no matter how
much we would like to, and now ws ourselves are in need of a
helping hand. We have gliven to Alaska—-now we need your help.
Please don't condemn us to this catastrophe. Please keep the
longevity bonus, We and our fFamilles will be eternally grateful.

Sincerely yours,

—

‘ S ) _,ﬁ /
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April 3, 2003 ;?’92%,/

Frank L. Girard
1245 Scotwood Drive

RE : L . Wasill
ONGEVITY BoANUS A?:skaaBBBTi

Daaq Governar Murkowski:

We'read your article in the Daily News of March 24 and uyour
letter to me of March 25.

Many years agao, I started receiving the longevity bonus (LB) that
was a godsend then and now even more so. Without it my wife and I
would lose our home or starve. We are not amused by your argument
that since there are 20,000 post-1986 seniors who don’t get the
bonus we should give up ours. "It is unfair to have two classes
of senior citizens." Inequity between two classes is the rule and
not an exception. Consider the difference between the vast
majority of seniors and retired successful politicians. We
understand that your retirement income will be in the five
figures per month at tax—payers’ expense. We trust that you will
gladly donate a large chunk of your lavish retirement income for
“education, public safety and safe transportation systems" that
you state in your letter we must give up our LB for.

One could Jjust as well argue that the 20,000 not on the LB
program should be put on it to alleviate the unfairness. If we
lose the LB, it will not help those currently not receiving it to
any noticeable degree.

All LB receivers are now at least well into their 70s. Those
seniors not on the LB program didn’t enter the state early enough
or didn’'t reach 65 soon enough. Therefore the seniors not getting
the LB are younger than those receiving the LB or are recent
entrants to Alaska, hardlu to be considered Alaska pioneers.
There is no question that the older one becomes, on average, the
more one’'s health deteriorates. With faeiling health comes higher
expenses of -many kinds, some crushing. Therefore, this older
group of seniors getting the LB are, in general, in greater need
of it than the younger group not getting the LB.

We think it’s appalling that to help make up state financial
shortages you target the most helpless of Alaska’s citizens--the
18,000 oldest and sickest of any age group. Perhaps you imagine




that their votes are of 1 “tle consequence and that many of them
are too senlle to Fight yo. anyway. I assure you that large
numbers of us not only have 11 our marbles but have even larger
numbers of friends and relatives who also vote and have long
memories!

Arg you sure, Governar Murkouski, that your fiscal policies For
Aleska are not driven by the same political motives that drive
your man, Bush? Among these are super tax cuts and other
Financial advantages fFor the wealthy, the special interests while
help for the less fortunate is lacking.

If the state'’'s finances are really so bad that beleaguered
seniors are asked to sacrifice, thern tax church property.
Exempting religion from its Fair sha.e of public expense, which
the rest of us must make up, violates the First Amendment,
separation of church and state. Individual parishioners will not
starve or lose their homes if their church is taxed. Another
option is a state lottery. Why not? Many states already do this.

We are sure you are reasonable, Governor, Murkowski, and that yau
will reconsider your determination ta sliminate the LB.

(j/g,m,;;lmg, ot B LB ,é/zmo./“ ,,
UL derintbi il Aok ot catptiall & B 5/274 4//;/77
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March 12, 2003

Senator Gary Wilken
Room 518, 3 Floor, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Wilken:

I'am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski’s proposed elimination
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food,
care for the dying, and legal assistance.

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person’s ability to “age in place,”
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between bu ying
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska’s oldest
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for
many is their “one and only” meal of the day.

Turge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs.
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuss them.

Sincerely,

R / /
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March 12, 2003 o~

Senator Gary Wilken
Room 518, 3t Floor, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Wilken:

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski’s proposed elimination
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food,
care for the dying, and legal assistance.

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person’s ability to “age in place,”
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska’s oldest
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for
many is their “one and only” meal of the day.

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs.
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them.

Sincerely,

Al = I
Arvnedls | :--'-Jt' v



March 12, 2003

Senator Gary Wilken
Room 518, 3 Floor, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Wilken:

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski’s proposed elimination
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food,
care for the dying, and legal assistance.

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person’s ability to “age in place,”
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska’s oldest
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for
many is their “one and only” meal of the day.

[ urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs.

We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them.
/da ” fole,
. Y Y& 24 /@M@MMM @uﬁﬁ“ a
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Sincere]y,




March 12, 2003

Senator Gary Wilken
Room 518, 3™ Floor, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Wilken:

I'am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski’s proposed elimination
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food,
care for the dying, and legal assistance.

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person’s ability to “age in place,”
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska’s oldest
cilizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for
many is their “one and only” meal of the day.

[ urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs.
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them.

Sincerely, & M/ZC‘ [ @ wm jﬂﬂé@




March 12, 2003

Senator Gary Wilken
Room 518, 3™ Floor, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Wilken:

[ am writing this letter i protest of Governor Murkowski’s proposed elimination
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food,
care for the dying, and legal assistance.

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person’s ability to “age in place,”
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska’s oldest
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for
many is their “one and only” meal of the day.

[ urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs.
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them.

Sincerely, N’Mu W s —




March 12, 2003

Senator Gary Wilken
Room 518, 31 Floor, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Wilken:

I'am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski’s proposed elimination
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many
of who are low-income and suffei with health problems. In Fairbanks, the
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food,
care for the dying, and legal assistance.

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person’s ability to “age in place,”
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska’s oldest
citizens, Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly
income. They also depend on rzceiving their home-delivered meal, which for
many is their “one and only” meal of the day.

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs.
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them.

Sincerely, .~. _ S

o
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March 12, 2003

Senator Gary Wilken
Room 518, 3 Floor, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Wilken:

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski’s proposed elimination
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food,
care for the dying, and legal assistance.

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person’s ability to “age in place,”
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska’s oldest
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for
many is their “one and only” meal of the day.

[ urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs.
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them.

o Yool

Sincerely, &




Fairbanks, Alaska

March 31, 2003

Dear Senate and House Interior Delegation:

Re: Alaskans opposed to the elimination
or change in the Longevity Bonus Program

We are enclosing herewith the signatures of 655 Alaskans residing in the

Fairbanks area who oppose any changes to the Longevity Bonus Program.
You will recognize the names of the volunteers who gathered these signatures as
well as the names of the Alaskans who enthusiastically signed their names in

strong opposition to Gov. Murkowski’s proposal to eliminate the Longevity Bonus

Program as it has existed for the past 30 years.

We hope that you will heed the voices of your ¢constituents and vote NAY to bills

in both Alaska House and Alaska Senate committees.

Sincerely yours,

Rutn Bohms
655 signatures gathered by:
Ruth Bohms Glenn Hackney Ed Shellinger
Karen Wood Irene Peyton Lil Shellinger
Mary Lou Teel Marian Thomas Hal Levey
Marcella Hill Lois Van Hyning Cliff Brennen

Carol Solli Barbara O'Dell ' Bill O'Dell



April 25, 2003

Dear Alaska State Legislators
and Governor Murkowski :

Enclosed herewith are sixteen pages containing 158 si gnatures of Alaska
residents who are strongly opposed to any changes in the Longevity Bonus
Program,

So strongly are Fairbanksans opposed to Governor Murkowski’s proposed
elimination of the Longevity Bonus Program that Republicans are likely
to suffer in future elections should any changes be made.

The comment, “Governor Murkowski made me a Democrat.” was frequently
expressed by those signing the enclosed petition.

Sincerely yours,

A 9 ) ‘Z.»
/ ) 5 o8 7
Loxt. 5. Bohoma—

Ruth B, Bohms
Longtime Alaskan
P O Box 80155

Fairbanks, AK 99708
(907) 479-6970

Encls.




' TO: 'Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

April 25, 2003

()

¢ The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

* Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

* In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum

of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.
« A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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' TO: ‘Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

¢ The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

April 25, 2003

&

Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an

In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum

of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.
* A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.

(i et d 7

7 2D/ Z(lwu/;

g h r\/%%(

Fé,@f,%}?ﬂ/ 44 £-5%1

NAME (PRINT) NAME (SIGNATURE) PHYSICAL ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS City & Z1p PHONE E-MAIL
Boruky b Coour Bl 2% . ooz %MW; mw-&ﬁ s o-;u_;“'L' 51-2012
Zepe, Fodons Wloe %JL/ d5dnhble 8 Uik dude Fosbeols sl | yias gy
ﬂq 7\Lﬂm/ feoy HECNS | g5 Madde o7 3%&4,( 9920/ FS2 247y
\/::JVA Becke dmﬂu 43 7%@ ﬂﬂ% 995707 | 475L2LY
c&@v»% Skety W Wu 438~ JMMV e 7970/ A5G~/
Hlyc & &/,7_7753 C@v@% 39{—3 4157{@*&“" [ ba T PS03 |7 8>rsc,
e Qresswsy | 40 . /36 SVAMSET DR .| Skwss ABLLANS P77ty L #to
iy B ?«g [[2 BEWEL|  S4ms | FOhS T990) #5277

(2

/’?M’IE‘! ﬂomaé

360 Jilomn

s ol

Fh. 99709

H19-2001




| TO: 'Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: @

* The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.
Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Pregram will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the
economics of their communities.

¢ A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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1. TO: 'Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: @

e The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. in FY20C4, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

« Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

« |n the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to thie current program be postponed for a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the
economics of their communities.

» A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.

NAME (prRINT) NAME (SIGNATURE) PHYSICAL ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS City & ZIp PHONE E-Ma1L
N Geaprors  TSaraC e Do [3390 HowerRQ [Po.Box 7Toout | W RKS 437777

MY fAwler /%’M X 530 PulcTmer | o Box SRS | pree  #pod
J&L@l D Vool B Lw, BAL I |8 0744 | ks 99| 752

Betrze 4. 24@@4;/# Bejlie /;4 .ZJIMEQL_‘r 152/ el ol T0 Boyyp by |Fhle Qa7/N 457~ 5424

Cavol (allahan Lol 777 fatbatia. (06 Lot 70 Lonr Sam-e [FHKS G576 2\ K T8-3C 78

Roimta \ipes Quzkm U \Slue | 2001 Rl W | Sowe w=B4<s 49N | 40y -0%S

NM@M—HﬂﬁD Xt Lol ThedapiedNy. fotbh <pmd Eebs 997120 Y04 197 | ndnty vla. easle. philes
Kij ,K.Wm, (Bt Bnepeay (280 Q,;r.».,.iw o 792 |457-6380 A
Cortgoips A-To08 (Cpihericae IC-Gpai] 3600 1) fovariderd (20.Fp e | Hbhe 97708 | ctrg-tog <€

ke Phosir AT Dhgio | conn Sosmsa dp| P08 20145 Hlo 99907 bysi-c ez




| TO: 'Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

April 25, 2003

(3

» The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

economics of their communities.
« A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.

Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an

In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum

of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the
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| TO: 'Our Alaska State Legislators

April 25, 2003

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

©

» The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

* Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

¢ In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of th

eir communities.

¢ A timely notice of any changes to tile program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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| TO: 'Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

April 25, 2003

(D

* The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

economics of their communities.

In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum

« A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus yacipients as a matter of law.

Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an

of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the
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'TO: Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

April 25, 2003

0

» The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each pzssing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

* Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

¢ In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.
« A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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.TO: '0ur Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

April 25, 2003

@

« The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

« Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

« In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
of one vear pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.
A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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April 25, 2003

'TO: Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

e

» The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

* Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

» In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the
economics of their communities.

« A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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| TO: Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

April 25, 2003

0

» The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’'s White Paper, page 4, dated Mar~h 14, 2003.

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an

In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum

of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.
« A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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'TO: Our Alaska State Legislators

Before yvou vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

April 25, 2003

()

» The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

« Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

« In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed fcr a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.
+ A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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'TO: 'Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

[ ———————————————————————

April 25, 2003

)

» The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

« Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

« In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum

of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the
economics of their communities.

« A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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"TO: Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the f:;ilowing:

April 25, 2003

(1D

The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.

With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an

In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum

of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.

A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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'TO: 'Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

April 25, 2003

(E)

« The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an

In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum

of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of th

eir communities.

« A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter ¢’ law.
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“TO: 'Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program

lease consider the following:

April 25, 2003

()

« The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an

In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum

of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.
» A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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Fairbanks, Alaska
April 28, 2003

TO: Members of Alaska State Senate Finance Committee,
Members of the Falrbanks Interior Delegation, and

to Governor Murkowski

In addition to the 16 pages (158 signatures) mailed on Satuday, April 26, 2003,
and sent to ALL Alaska's Legislators (20 in Senate, 40 in House), enclosed

herewith find an additional 11 pages (numbered pages 17 through 27)
containing 79 signatures of Failrbanks area residents who are'npposed to

changes in the Longevity Bonus Program.

The senior community statewide will be responding next Wednesday, April 30

to another teleconference you have scheduled on the Longevity Bonus Program.

Retaining the Longevity Bonus Program is of absolutely primary importance
to senlors and their families.

There is a whole chain of entitles who will suffer (recipient, family,
community, state) should any changes be made to the Longevity Bonus Program.

WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL THINK CAREFULLY, USE YOUR AUTHORITY WISELY, AND RETAIN

THE LONGEVITY BONUS PROGRAM IN ITS ENTIRETY AS IT EXISTS TODAY WITH NO CHANGES.

Thank You !
Sincerely yours,

\ / L,;,u.L\ f; ':] TL
Ruth B. Bohms

Longtime Alaskan

P.0. Box B0155

Fairbanks, Alaska 99708-0155

(907) 479-6970

Enclosures:
as noted above




TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: (v

« The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projec’2d to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

» Implementation of means testing into the Lonjevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

* In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the
economics of their communities.

+ A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003

/
Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider che following: L[/

« The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

« Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

« in the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the
economics of their communities.

« A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

e« The Alaska Longevity Bonu
With each passing week, this number d

the number of recipients is projected to
» Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.
e recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

» In the best interests of the State and th
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants,

economics of th

eir communities.

April 25, 2003

.'{ L.'I
&)
s Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.

ecreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

« A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

April 25, 2003

e

With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003,
¢ Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

« In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.
* A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.

C)

* The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
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April 25, 2003

TO: Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: -1

« The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

« Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

« In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the
economics of their communities.

« A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 o

/

. -
! /
Z N

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

» The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

« Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

« In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.
« A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

April 25, 2003

* The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months frem now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

» Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

* In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.
* A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alte

r the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators APl £D, £UUD

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: ("/ &
YO

» The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

« Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

« In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.
« A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matier of law.
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April 25, 2003

TO: Cur Alaska Gtate Legislators
Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: C’*é/

The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum

of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.
» A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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TO: bur Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following:

April 25, 2003 f

The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.
In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the

economics of their communities.

A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law.
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way.

March, 2003

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in-age from 100 years down to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription

drug_s, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

@

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands uf full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way.

Longevity' Bonus inonthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in-age from 100 years dewn to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription

drugs, rent and food. :

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. .

Longevity; Bonus monthly checks are critical to the weil being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in-age from 100 years down to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription

drugs, rent and food.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to coatinue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

The retirement inc »me of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide

March, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way.

Longeviﬁ Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in:age from 100 years down to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription

drugs, rent and food.

The retirement incom~ of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

@

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonuc Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy—ﬁﬂes.
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide

March, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change‘ the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way.

Longevity. Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in-age from 100 years down to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of scivency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription

drugs, rent and food.

The retirenient income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

©,

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives. ;
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are criticai to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in:age from 100 years down to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription

drugs, rent and food. _
&

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT iS, to ensure
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to cuntinue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide - - March, 2003 |

We ask you NOT to eliminate or r.-hange tha provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way.

Longewty. Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of. Alaska’s seniors ranging in-age from 100 years down to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In audition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers: and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide

March, 2003 i

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change' the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way.

Longeviﬁ Bounus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in-age from 100 years down to

the early 70z
drugs, rent anci food.

- The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription

®

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure

dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide

March, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way.

Longevity. Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in-age from 100 years down to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription

drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

@

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. Ve, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure
dignity and indepandence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Leaislators and other Legislators Statewide : March, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change' the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way.

Longewty Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being zind the survival of Alaska’s seniors rangmg in-age from 100 years down to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription
drugs rent and food.

' > 0
The retlrement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. @
\

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide

March, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way.

Longevitj Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in-age from 100 years down to
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription

M

drugs, rent and feod.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure

dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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