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NAME

Co./Depl./Title:

Subjcct/Bill No: 

P hone:-------------

Address = /  A ft T R o n /

Do you wish to testify? Yes

Zip:. j  j$ <M
.Respond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Dept./Title: — / \ - A ^ v P  

Address Tshhi C W  6 /

Do you wish to testify? Yes ( No

V/NAME: A— ^ W e Y ^ .

C o./D epl./T itle:---------

Address:

Do you wish to testify? * Yes No

>: / / 7Subject/Bill No: 

Phone: ~

7ip: ° 1 3 2 6 ±

Respond To Questions

Subjcct/Bill No: ----------

Phone: — ^ .3  ^

• /,p .

.Respond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Dept./Titlc: 

Address:_______

Do you wish to testify? Yes  No

Subjcct/Bill No:

Phone:------------

Z ip :-----------------

.Respond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Dept./Titlc: 

Address:----------

Do you wish to testify?

SFC-03
SB 117

_Ycs  No

-4-

Subjcct/Bill No:

Phone:-------------

Z ip:------------------

.Respond To Questions

04/30/03



NAME: — P f l f f P -------------------------------------------  Subject/Bill No: -

C o./D cpt./T itle:---------------------------------------------------------------------- Phone:.

Address:. P . 6 . B ^ A ¥ t > U 3 i _____________ 7ip- W B - J i b ' O W

Do you wish lo testify?  Ycs j \ / bW>  Respond T o Questions

N A M E :---------------------------------------------------------------------------------  Subject/Bill No:

C o./D ept./T itlc:----------------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:-------------

Address:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Z ip:--------

Do you wish to testify?  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

N A M E :---------------------------------------------------------------------------------  Subjcct/Bill No:

C o./D cpt./T itle:----------------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:-------------

Address:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Z ip:-----------------

Do you wish to testify?  .Yes  No  Respond To Questions

NAME:    Subject/Bill No:

C o./D cpt./T itle:----------------------------------------------------------------------  P hone:------------

Address:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Z ip:-----------------

Do you wish to testify?  .Yes  No  Respond To Questions

N A M E :--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Subjcct/Bill No:

Co./Dept./Title:.----------------------------------------------------------------------Phone:----------------

Address:---------------------------------------------------------------------------------Z ip:----------------------------

Do you wish to testify?  Y e s   No  Respond To Questions

SFC-03 *2- 04/30/03

SB 117



s i t e :  A N C H O R A G E  L I O SU BJECT OF M EETING:
S B 1 1 7

COMMITTEE: S F I N
UPDATE # :  1

DATE: 4 - 3 0 - 0 3

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME

/

ADDRESS (M AILIN G  & Z I P ) REPRESENTIN G TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y o r  N

\ /
f
Jim Garrigues Abbott Loop Comm. 

Council Y
Email address:

J Ron Cowan Long Term  Care 
Ombudsman Y

Email address:

s j
r
J.R. Hawk Langman Pioneers of AK 

Igloo #15 Y
Email address:

J
t
Delisa Culpepper Self Y

Email address:
/

J Gordon J. Severson Pioneers o f A K  & O PA G Y
Email address:

J Elizabeth Dennis Self Y
Email address:

J Ethel K. Brown Self Y
Email address:



A N C H O R A G E P A R T S  L I S T  PA G E  2

S U B J E C T :

P R I N T  YOUR NAME APD RESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P ) REPRESENTIN G

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

Peg Stout AARP Y
Email address:

Lois Arnold Self Y
Email address: '' ■ flf, V ; ■ ' X X'X':: .X-XXX ! 'A 'f"•
Willie Brumfield^p<2s<9Zd Self Y
Email address:

"Winfred East field Self Y
Email address: - - y P
Norman Eastlleld Self Y
Em̂'l address: : X . ; ■■ : -
Susan Miller Self Y
Email address: ' :.'

Steve Conn Self Y
Email address:



ANCHORAGE P A R T S  L I S T  P A G E  3

SUBJECT;

DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTIN G  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

Jay Dulany Self Y
Email address: ■• • . ‘ • . ‘ A •:

1  ̂: ::x 'v •••
Caleb Aldeman Self Y
Email address: •• ' . : V::-. : • .. ' - . : ' •
Mike Gildert Self Y
Email address: ‘ : . ‘V.

Jarell Smith Self Y
Email address:

Narina Alderfer Self Y
Email address: ■

lEd Barber Self Y
Email address:

Email address: ■



ANCHORAGE PARTS L IS T  PAGE f i )
T j *

SUBJECT:
DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTIN G  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

^nn Secrest AARP Y
Email address: ■ "■ ■ V f '

Email address:

Email address: )'•: ' I:;' '

Email address:

Email address: •

Email address: : •• . :/":•••• : .'v ' >-••• | •. : . :

Email address:



Future Malvo
Entail address

Email address
....

Email address

Email address

ANCHORAGE P A R T S  L I S T  PA G E

SUBJECT:

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P ) REPRESENTING

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



THE
FOLLOWING

DOCUMENT(S)
ARE

POOR
ORIGINAL

COPIES



P R I N T  YOUR NAME

■ ■ ... ■ :" :'xV . - . v  v .  • . •  • V  v  • .  •  • v *

Email address: t.-K ^

Email addi ess:

Email address ■

Email address'

Email address:

Email address

EmaU address:

S I T E  l  £  / \ / '( 0

COMMITTEE:

SU B JE C T OF MEETING:

UPDATE # :

A U  ^  P L t A ^ E  S I G N  I N
i' o  A a c s

ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P ) REPRESENTIN G

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N



S I T E  I F A I R B A N K S  L I O  

S e n a t e  F i n a n c e

COMMITTEE:

D ATE: 4 / 3 0 / 2 0 0 3

SU B JE C T OF MEETING:
SB  1 1 7  -  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s

UPDATE #1

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME
/

ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P ) REPRESENTING TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

Glenn Hackney Y
Email address:' ■ v:’ •• • ' ' ' • .•••;•: • vx:.;,V / ' V:•: -  ̂'• ;/ ••• ; :  i : .

■
■

Nancy Mendenhall Y
Email address: . y ' . . . . .  ' . :

Cliff Brennen Y
Email address: , :

Glen Franklin Y
Email address: : • . •.. ' . ,• : ' :

Charlotte M. Davis Y
Email address: -• ': ' .. '■

Ed Shellinger Y
Email address:

Bob Hufman Y
Email address:



s i t e  :  FAIRBANKS LIO 
Senate Finance
COMMITTEE:

DATE: 4 / 3 0 / 2 0 0 3

SU B JE C T OF MEETING:
SB  1 1 7  -  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s

UPDATE # 2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M AILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTING  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

ISJ a r g e  Z i e l i n s k i Y
Email address:

'

H a l  L e v e y Y
Email address: ..... • • . . , ",

A r t  R o b s o n  -  \cSPf Y
Email address: ; p':il

J a n e t t e  H a n n e m a n — Y
Email address:

• ' ' . . .

G l e n  H a n n e m a n Y
Email address:

I l e t t y  H u f m a n Y
Email address:

I * h i l l i p  J a c k s o n Y
Email address:



S I T E : HOMER LIO SU B JE C T  OF MEETING:

COMMITTEE: S F I N SB 1 1 7  L o n g e v i t y

D ATE: 4 - 3 0 - 0 3

HOMER P A R T S  L I S T  PAGE 1

DO YOU WANT
P R I N T  YOUR NAME AD D RESS (M A ILIN G  & Z IP )  REPRESENTING  TO T E S T IF Y ?

Y  o r  N

E d n a  K a h n  -  p a s s e d Y  S B 1 1 7
Email address:

• .. . ■ :

C h a r l e s  M i c h o n Y  S B 1 1 7
Email address:

C a r l  G l a n v i l l e Y  S B 1 1 7
Email address:

I r i s  D o u g l a s Y  S B 1 1 7
Email address: ■

V i  J e r r e l ,  P h . D . Y  S B 1 1 7
Email address: ■ :

E v a n  C u n d i f f Y  S B 1 1 7
Email address:

Email address:

P a g e  1  o f  1



S I T E  I Kenai LIO

COMMITTEE:  S P I N

D ATE:  0 4 3 0 0 3

SU BJEC T OF MEETING:

S B 1 1 7 : E l i m i n a t e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  

UPDATE # :  1

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P )  RE PRESE N TIN G  T E S T IF Y IN G ?
Y  o r  N

P e t r i a  F a l k e n b e r g PO Box 3293 Kenai, AK 99611 Y
Email address: Pet_rainbow@ yahoo.com

L e n o r e  J o n e s 5^ 25 Silver Salmon D r #1 Kenai AK 99611 Y
Email address:

Email address:

D a l e  J o h n s o n 230 N. Fern Kenai, AK 99611 Y
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

mailto:Pet_rainbow@yahoo.com


S I T E :  KETCHIKAN SU BJEC T OF M EETING: S B 1 1 7  L o n g e v i t y

COMMITTEE: ( S ) F I N M e e t i n g - I D # : 7 3 4 6

DATE: 0 4 . 3 0 . 0 3 UPDATE # : F i r s t

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z IP ) REPRESENTIN G

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

T h e l m a  L u d w i g s e i . Y
Email address:

M a r g a r e t  A n t o n s o n Y
Email address:

C l e o  W e s t o n Y
Email address:

D e e  D a l h a u g Y
Email address:

M a r y  H a s t i n g s Y
Email address:

B e r t h a  H a n s e n Y
Email address:

M a b e l  S m e l t z e r  - \o J \X Y
Email address:



S I T E :  KETCHIKAN SU BJEC T O F M EETING: S B 1 1 7  L o n g e v i t y

COMMITTEE : ( S ) F I N M e a t i n g - I D # : 7 3 4 6

DATE: 0 4 . 3 0 . 0 3 UPDATE # : P a g e  2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M AILIN G  & Z IP )  REPRESENTING TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

C a r m e n  H o l u m Y
Email address:

E d  Z a s t r o w Y
Email address:

C h a r l e s  J a m e s Y
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



s i t e :  Kodiak LIO SU BJEC T OF M EETING:

HB 1 1 7  -  Eliminate Longevity Bonus

COMMITTEE: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e
UPDATE # ;  2

DATE: 0 4 - 3 0 - 0 3

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

DO YOU WANT
P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTING  TO T E S T IF Y ?

Y  o r  N

M a r y  H a r d e r K o d i a k ,  9 9 6 1 5 S e l f Y  (SB 117)
Email address:

G e n e n e i v a  P e a r s o n - K o d i a k ,  9 9 6 1 5 S e l f Y  (SB 117)
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



s i t e :  MAT-LIO

COMMITTEE: S F I N

SU B JE C T OF MEETING: 

S B 1 1 7  

UPDATE# ;  4

D A T E :0 4 / 3 0 / 0 3

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YOU WANT

D e e  L o e s c h e W a s i l i a  S r  C t r Y
Email address:

B e t t y  M e r c e r Y
Email address:

C h e s t e r  W e b b Y
Email address:

R u s s e l l  S a n d e r s Y
Email address:

L o u i s e  H a r r i s P a l m e r  S r .  C e n t e r Y
Email address:

A .  R o b i n s o n  J r .  \ A A R P Y
Email address:

L a f t o n  W e l l s  — Y
Email address:

L u c i l l e  F r e y  — •>•

J

J



S I T E  I MAT-LIO SU B JE C T  OF M EETING:

H B 1 1 7
COMMITTEE: S F I N

UPDATE#:

D A T E :04 /30 /03

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTING  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N7

P a t  F l e m m i n g Y
Email address:

F r a n k  G i r a r d Y
Email address:

J i m  W a t e n p a u g h Y
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



S I T E :  NOME LIO SU BJECT OF MEETING:

COlfMI T T E E : S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 7  ~  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m

S e n a t e  F in a n c e  C o m m itte e
UPDATE # ;  2

DATE: W ed n e sd ay , A p r i l  3 0 , 2003

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

PLEASE P R IN T :
NAME ADDRESS (MAILING & Z IP ) REPRESENTING

J

DO YOU WANT 
TO T E ST IFY ?  

Y o r  N

Nornia Niclas
PO Box 1069 
Nome, AK 99762

XYZ Senior C enter Y

Email address:
i .......................................

Dan K arm un
PO Box 819 
Nome, AK 99762

AK Commission on 
Aging- NW A rea

Y

■

Email address: . ■. v:v.x:.v:
XX.'

Email address:
S I H i p

Email address:

;:::xvV:: x - - . - . ... •' x’• x-:'**x:-;'xx-x-x'x*:*:*:*:'*:• *x ****.•*x. ' ■ xxxx':x;:j: 
■ x. .v. .. :• ‘ x • ':  'x

•' \ s '  ' , :

•>::-;x-x :'x :: : ' 

' •:

Email address:
• • • : x-x-x-x- • .: • :•xxvxx .x.x:'.v::'V-.' • -xxxx.sx.'̂ :'«:.:.;i:-::v; •••' : •: • ••• :-:xxvx;::x‘ . . . •

i l l ) iX;xx ;;..;;::x x 
' ’ : J' • " : V V

Email address:
: . x'x .' . xi • -i-x' " • x . •

J



S I T E :  NOME LIO SU B JE C T OF M EETING:

COMMITTEE: S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 7  ~ L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  i r o g r a m

S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m itte e UPDATE # :  3
DATE: W e d n e sd a y , A p r i l  3 0 , 2003

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

PLEASE P R IN T : DO YOU WANT
NAME ADDRESS (MAILING & Z IP ) REPRESENTING TO T EST IFY ?

Y o r  N
Barbara Kogassogoon PO Box 38 

Savoonga, AK
Self Y

Email address:

Email address: : ' . . '

Email address: • •

. -
Email address:

• v :‘v”
' '-v ::Vi:

: : :: ,:.x : . '

Email address: '

•; ' • • . • • ’ • v
Email address:

' •



S I T E :  SITKA LIO SU B JE C T OF MEETING:

COMMITTEE: S F I N L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s

DATE: A p r i l  3 0 ,  2 0 0 3 ,  5 :3 0 p m UPDATE # : 1

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME AD D RESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTING  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

A l b e r t  D e n H e r d e r 1 1 9 B  J a m e s t o w n  D r . ,  S i t k a S e l f Y e s
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



s i t e :  T O K  L I O SU B JE C T OF MEETING:
L o n g e v i t y  b o n u s

UPDATE # :
COMMITTEE: S F I N f i n a l

DATE: 4 / 3 0 / 0 3

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME AD D RESS (M A IL IN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTIN G  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N



s i t e :  T O K  L I O SU B JE C T OF M EETING: ,
L o n g e v i  t y  b o n u s  f

UPDATE #.* (
COMMITTEE: S F I N

DATE: 4 / 3 0 / 0 3

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
s jU z  b  4 d < r~

P R I N T  YOUR NAME

DO YOU WANT b ~ C  C j r  d S

AD DRESS (M AILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTIN G  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

L u V  S m i t h P O  B o x  5 5 9  T o k ,  A K  9 9 7 8 0 s e l f n
Email address:

C h a r l e s  B r o k e r P O  B o x  8 4 ,  T o k ,  A k  9 9 7 8 0 s e l f Y
Email address: .

Email address:
r i  ■ . ■ •

Email address:
.

Email address:
i

Email address:

Email address:



s i t e :  Valdez SU BJEC T OF M EETING:

COM M ITTEE : ( S ) F I N S B : 1 1 7 :  E L IM IN A T IN G  LO N G E VITY BONUS PROGRAM

D A T E :  0 4 / 3 0 / 0 3  5 : 3 0 - 8 : 0 0 p m UPDATE #  ONE

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YO U  W AN T

P R I N T  YO U R N A M E  A D D R E S S  ( M A I L I N G  & Z I P )  R E P R E S E N T IN G  T O  T E S T I F Y ?

Y  o r  N

J o h n  C e r u t t i P O  B o x  8 7 1  V a l d e z S e l f Y E S
Email address:

S B 1 1 7

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



s i t e : p f f

COM MITTEE:

DATE:

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

DO YOU WANT
P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M AILIN G  & Z I P ) REPRESENTING TO T E S T IF Y ?  

Y  o r  N

5f-e v c /n * >
/ Email address: 9 • : .. :: ■. ' . ' - ... .

... A / n / n A  A n  c f/ z c u DEmail address: . . .

A o b - e e A  N f c n A
Email address: .-7y' . • AA'-aAA. ' . ...

/ t o o l s
Email address:

/ l A A S
Email address: S&. . ■ : 'Jv

C m O  -  P o l m E c e y .—i Email address: ...... .. ■ -

Email address: ;

s /

J

\ S



S I T E  I OFFNET

COMMITTEE:

D A T E :

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

P R I N T  YO U R N AM E A D D R E S S  ( M A I L I N G  & Z I P ) R E P R E S E N T I N G

DO YO U  W A N T  

T O  T E S T I F Y ?  

Y  o r  h

E r n e s t  L i n e W a s i l i a Y
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

r  ^ail address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



PUBLIC 
TESTIMONY 

SB 117



A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e

Please enter into the record m y testim ony to the 4 - h J m o o s  .
committee name

C om m ittee on W \ d a t e d  • « 3 S  , C 9 s O o ^
bill n l  subject

• C A \£ W j \  l/\AwCoV\. 4 - W w  t ^ n  11  0  t)_r ta -V . j  / - y y i  c^ -n /s r \

l ^ J r  ^  c u k  Q J L x - a _ W _ o _  0  s -  .

^  c\ , fw \ ,  ' W V  L a / \ .  V ^ V _ t> -o — v  ’  ~ ^ U k O  c ^ / ' lV 'C v '- C - Q .  “

/ V V M L ^ vA  T o - v x e J I n  ^  ^ t -O A - O O  c X _  .

O t 'fc-OO 'T V -  o  A — ^ -& " V \_ .0 - A .  .  A ^ / v i j  ^ a ' 3 — —̂ fe-VYN vA-V /TY '-C^\a_.\

q A ^ A L £ _  ^ ( y u ^ N / H  y w c ^ - J p  A b  & ls v ^ -A \A - J - C k t L ^  c d 7 ^ & - ( X - ' - |

C L ^ A o ^ T i o C . L -  ' V W o w  ' ^ V '  " V v - a ~ v v

' j X  _ V e o v v A t ,  ^ U - ^ .  Km  C T  J  I

C v y  f e o c v v  X W - v ^  . C ^ X c ,  & L b V

C C d U .  w  X l ^  O s b y C c ^ v J x -  ^ o c - W i ' .

£  

© - O U l^ -

A S  A

T

Q jlsv^crXstf t -  J O k n ^ _  o J L \ - = - & - < $ _ < - / y - .

\oJ\A-J "̂ 3 /-̂ V̂ C_Jit_>vxCtL 
A j-  < u < J L  A A . o ^ _ c n , b A _ -

X-.CO.C •Ov'-X.O-

A y \

LO<Cv a_SLj-vi O— ^  t & J - C - c ^ v A -  ~%Q (NJUL-^sicA' ^  ^ -O S J ^  n i 'A y  

jj^  O  'rv\«5'« -̂tt- cV ^ ’-Cv A j " to _ W  jcC Xc_c ct_>̂ oa_c— X \x j

n \ OhoW_\_-vTn wv^y-A c \ ^Ntt̂ J-̂ -o-v̂ lAAl-Xa. ~'1 Ô ^AO-Xfi—
, C v h S W >  v A  3 tx-aJL  t - c  A  7. 'A  0 ^ * © - i ' < ^ - ^  ^ a a a —

A c AIml /U-cV-Jtr" *Pr>ĵ v-c H -^Cjccv-e- c ^ jv . S x ^ a j-v d . txiU^v^. CXj.Aaox., cl£-M _

*1  - u S w x  / Y v ^ - c U ?  1 U  u W w ^ Z -  T o

( j C J t t .  ^  U W l A ^ r ’ v*-
i W -  "1~0 <v_ A ^ c ^ J - ^ J v t  T o  AC_ o T  ^  ) “ 'M U - ^ -  v x ° u ^ _

‘W 4 y - C A J W ^ C  > -^ ~ O c rv > -y -  iC w s I a o ^ C  C u p - U ^ c -  C k s o v v ^  - L t .

S ig n e d . o-y d-X̂ ^— i-o^ryq^v r cc4^.o:jjr°^v^c^ ^ ■̂ \̂a_ o.̂ vv>-ovv-oftT>-v qAt -̂A/- ______
:£ /U j_  C w -  j  *

^ A c c o ^ c  a -  T e s t f f i e r i ^ j  

t-r - d  YINs L ^ /vA  -  M 'fl-O o sv'\C -a—c

Representing (optional)

V ^ o V

c )

l ° ( s ^ i A d o r  _

Address

( % D  a P Y -  7 S t  g  .
Phone number’ unone number _  /  — — \



A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e
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FROM : CASEY 1 FAX

FAX TO: S e n a to r  G ary  *
W ilK en , C o - c h a i r  S e n a te  F in a n c e  C om m ittee  

465 4714

UEGENT MESSAGES TO LEG ISLATORS
PLEASE FIND A WAY TO FAST TRACK SOME B IL L S  TO ASSURE US 
THAT WE W ILL HAVE THE CHECKS WE RELY UPON COME JU LY  1 s t .

THE ATTACHED PAPERS OFFER SOME OF THE ARGUMENTS TO COUNTER 
SB AND HB B IL L S  AGAIBST THE V ITA L LONGEVITY PROGRAM. PLEASE 
READ AND CONSIDER THESE COUNTER ARGUMENTS AND THE IDEA FOR 
A PO SSIBLE B IL L

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE RESPONDED TO EA R L IER  PAPERS 
ALSO MEANT FOR PUBLIC TESTIMONY. YOU HELPED KEEP HOPE

a l iv e .
E .  M. C asey

40. : 9 0 7 2 4 8 9 1 9 2 A p r .  0 1  2 0 0 3  0 7 : 15AM  P I
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T i t l e :

P u rpo se :

From :
D a te :
By FAX to :  

N o te s :

C O V E R  S H E E T
Second Open L e t t e r  to  Governor Murkowski w ith  Addenda, 3 pages
Subm itted  a s P u b l ic  T estim ony fo r  
h e a r in g s  on SB 117 and HB 158 and to  recommend in t ro d u c t io n  o f  a b i l l  to  f r e e 2G e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  fu tu r e  o f th o se  who e le c t  to  o p t o u t o f th e  L o n g e v ity  p rogram  and fund i t  t o r  f i s c a l  2004
E. M. C asey , an o ld  v o te r
March 28, 2003
Governor F ran k  Murkowski S en a te  and House M a jo r i ty  and M in o r i ty  le a d e r s ,  P r e s id e n t  and Sp eake r C h a irs  House and S e n a te  S ta t e  A f f a i r s  

and F in an ce  com m ittees 
and C o rre sp o nd en ts

(1 )  To Governor M urkow ski/ Committee C h a irs  and th o se  who d id  n o t r e c e iv e  Faxe s o f 
th e  F i r s t  Open L e t t e r  to  th e  Governor d a ted  March 24, 2003, a copy o f  th e  c o rre c te d  l e t t e r  (4  p age * ) i s  a t ta c h e d .

(2 )  To o th e r  r e c ip ie n t s  o f  th e  p re v io u s  open l e t t e r ,  th e  l a s t  l i n e  o f  th e  second 
p a ra g rap h  on page 4 shou ld  re a d :

"income earned  in  A la sk a  w hether by r e s id e n t s  o r  n o n - r « s id a n ts . "
(3 )  Query? What would th e  c o s t  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  Bonus payment p rogram  , a lw ays s t a t e d  in  1970*a d o l l a r s ,  have been and be i f  i t  had been COLA 

p ro te c te d  a l l  th e s e  y e a rs?  B e t t e r  to  
c o n tin u e  th e  program  a t  th e  b a rg a in  and d e c l in in g  expense b e fo re  we a sk  f o r  more.
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F A X  T O :  9 0 7  4 6 5  3 5 3 2 E . M. C a sey  
8480 Jew e l Lake Rd. Anchorage , AK 995022nd OPEN LETTER TO:

The Honorab le F ran k  Murkowski G overnor o f  th e  S ta t e  o f  A la sk a  Ju rie au , AK
March 28, 2003
Re: E q u a l i ty  & F a i r n e s sA n ti SB 117 & HB 158Dear Governor M urkow ski:

P eop le  a re  c re a te d  equa l b u t t h i s  c e r t a i n l y  i s  n o t t r u e  a s 
th e y  re a c h  re t i r e m e n t  a ge s no r a s  th e y  become f r a i l  o r 
lo o se  s t r e n g th ,  v ig o r  and h e a l th .
The g e n e ra t io n s  you se e k  to  p e n a liz e  by rem oving t h e i r  
L o n g e v i ty  Bonus payments a re  th e  s u r v iv o r s  o f  th e  G rea t D ep re ss io n  o f  th e  1930's and o f World Ward I I .  Our l i v e s  and c irc u m s ta n c e s  d i f f e r  w i ld ly  from  th o se  l a t e r  b o rn , in c lu d in g  th o se  such a s you r g e n e ra t io n  and th o se  now in  
th e  p ro c e s s  o f  p lan n in g  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  l i v e s ,  th e  s o -  c a l le d  "Baby Boomers" who were c h i ld re n  o f my g e n e ra t io n .

A la sk a n s  bo rn  in  1928 and e a r l i e r  a re  th e  o n ly  r e c ip ie n t s  who re c e iv e  $250 p e r month. The p h a se -o u t law c u t o f f  . 
s u p p o r t f o r  anyone born l a t e r  th an  1932 and th o se  bo rn  in  
t h a t  y e a r  re c e iv e  on ly  $100 p e r month.
Do you u n d e rs ta n d  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  a b i l i t y  to  cope w ith  d r a s t i c  changes induced by l o s s  o f  even sm a ll changes in  income and way o f l i f e ,  n o t to  m en tion  b e in g  a b le  to  be among f a m i l i a r  su r ro u n d in g s , f r i e n d s ,  fa m ily  i f  you a re  so  f o r tu n a te  a s  to  have them , t h a t  e f f e c t  th e  o ld e r  f r a i l e r  s e n io r s .  Do you u n d e rs ta n d  how damaging th e  s t r e s s  i s  to  us ^compared to  th e  e f f e c t  on th e  th o se  o f younger s e n io r s  
t h a t  had seven y e a r s  to  ta k e  th e  end o f  th e  program  in to  
c o n s id e ra t io n  in  making t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  and re s id e n c e  p la n s  f o r  th e  t im e  th e y  would become 65?
I f  you have l i s t e n e d  to  any o f th e  p u b lic  te s t im o n y  o f s e n io r s  o f  a l l  a g e s , t h e i r  c a r e - g i v e r s ,  and t h e i r  o rg a n iz a t io n s  d u r in g  h e a r in g s  on flB 11^, you r e ye s have been opened to  th e  e x te n t  o f  need and r e l ia n c e  upon th e s e  payments among th e  o ld e r  s e n io r s
The s o - c a l l e d  " s a f e t y  n e ts "d o  n o t a d d re s s  th e  p rob lem s f o r  
thoue  o f  us who a re  no t w e l fa re  caaeB , even i f  ou r income exceed s th e  amounts i’n you r th re e -p a g e  h andou ts d e s c r ib in g  
w e l fa re  by even a d o l l a r  o r  two. Fo r in s ta n c e  we must go 
on p ay in g  P a r t  B o f M ed icare  in su ra n c e  f o r  o u r s e lv e s ; th e  
S t a t e  o f  A la sk a  does n o t pay i t  f o r  u s .  Many o f  u s ta k e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  bu y in g  ou r own M ed icare  Supp lem en ta l In su ra n c e  , any o f th e  f i v e  s t a t u t o r y  p rogram s w ith  m on th ly  premiums which wo pay . A la sk a  does n o t pay them f o r  u s

P a g e  1
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Page 2 E . M. CASEYL e t t e r  to  Governor Murkowski March 28. 2003
F a r  from  o ffe a tin g  e q u a l i ty  o f h a rd sh ip  by end ing  th e  L o n g e v i ty  • payment p rog ram , th e  p roposed b i l l s  c re a te  v e ry  unequal and u n f a i r  d i s c r im in a t io n  a g a in s t  th e  o ld e s t  o f  s e n io r s .
P le a s e  r e f e r  to  th e  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  accum ula te  r e t i r e m e n t  re so u rc e s  e x p la in e d  in  
my f i r s t  open l e t t e r  to  th e  Governor d a ted  March 24th .
h  u s e fu l  b i l l  would be one t h a t  made i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  th o se  now e l i g i b l e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  to  f r e e z e  e l i g i l i t y  a t  t h e i r  own e x i s t i n g  le v e l* b u t  who do n o t a t  p re s e n t  need t h i s  fo rm  o f  s u p p o r t j to  o p t o u t w h ile  t h e i r  c irc u m s ta n c e s  a re  good, b u t 
r e tu r n  to  b e in g  a c t iv e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  i f  and when t h e i r  f in a n c ia l  bu rden s in c re a s e  o r t h e i r  incomes s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d e t e r i o r a t e .
To now, t h i s  p rogram  has been an o u ts ta n d in g  one in  te rm s o f th e  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  e xp en se s . These expen se s a re  m a in ly  c l e r i c a l .  B e n e f i c i a r i e s  q u a l i f y  th em se lv e s  each month by 
r e tu r n in g  a sm a ll fo rm  th a t  i s  p a r t  o f th e  s tu b  w ith  each m on th 's check . Any c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  making th e  program  "n e ed s " based  shou ld  g iv e  c a r e fu l  c o n s id e ra t io n  to  a v o id in g  
c r e a t in g  a new bu rgeon in g  b u re a u c ra c y .

The. y o u th fu l  a d m in is t r a to r s  whose know ledge o f  th e  jp rrg ram  
aippeafs to  be l im i te d  to  bo ttom  l i n e  d o l l a r  v iew  1 have made no a n a ly s i s  o f th e  d o l la r  v a lu e  to  th a  economy o f th e  s t a t e  and to  t h e i r  com m unities o f  th e  r e c e ip t  and spend ing  
l o c a l l y  o f  L o n g e v ity  Bonus Program  d o l l a r s .
T h is  h a s nev'ar be<in a w e l fa re  program  and i t  shou ld  n o t be lumped w ith  th o se  n e c e s sa ry  b u t u n re la te d  p rogram s and p u t in  p o s i t io n  o f h a v in g  to  compete w ith  t h e i r  m e r i to r io u s  b u t 
v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  m is s io n s  and g o a ls  and g row th , n o t d e c l in e .
We ar«berin g  phased o u t by Mother N a tu re . We d o n 't  need h e lp  from  th e  Governor to  speed up th e  p ro c e s s ,  j u s t  r e f e r  
to  th e  s t a t i s t i c s  produced by th o se  v e ry  young a d m in is t r a ­t o r s  who spoke f o r  th e  Departm ent o f A d m in is t r a t io n  on th e  
f a l l i n g  annua l expense s in c e  th e  phase o u t law to o k  e f f c t  ‘

V e ry  s in c e r e ly  y o u rs ,

A d d e n d a ,  P a g e  3  f o l l o w s
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FAX TO 907 465 3532 E . M. CaseyPage 3
Addenda to  2nd Open L e t t e r  to  G overnor Murkowski March 28/ 2003
Re : I n v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  "O r ig in a l  P u rpo se " argum ent advancedin  se e k in g  to  e l im in a te  th e  e x i s t i n g  p h a se -o u t fo rm  o f th e  L o n g e v i ty  Bonus P rogram .
The f i r s t  tim e  th e  L e g i s l a tu r e  amended th e  law now in  i t ' s  s e l f - s u n s e t t i n g  ph a se , th e  L e g i s l a tu r e  a ls o  amended th e  in te n d ed  and s ta t e d  pu rpo se  o f th e  law  to  th e  e x te n t  t h a t  
i t  supe rceded  th e  o r i g in a l  la n gu a g e - ’
A tte m p tin g  to  u se  unamended lan gu age , o f th e  1970's a c t  i s  a s p u r io u s  and mendacious d e ro g a tio n  o f th e  work e v e ry  
su b sequ en t L e g i s l a tu r e  h a s p u t in to  c o n s id e ra t io n  and 
and developm ent o f  th e  law as i t  now e x i s t s .  I  do no t want to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  Governor o f whom so  many have o r had g r e a t  hopes o r i g in a te d  such a v iew p o in t and p o l ic y .
S e n io r  and e ld e r  A la sk a n s  a re  n o t in te rc h a b g e a b le  boxes on th e  s h e lv e s  o f  a to y  shop . We shou ld  n o t be to s s e d  in to  
a c le a ra n c e  b in  j u s t  becau se  some more r e c e n t ly  re c e iv e d  
to y s  m igh t p o s s ib ly  b r in g  in  g r e a te r  p r o f i t  to  th e  s t o r e .  ■
Young w h ip p e rsn app e rs  equipped w ith  MBA’ s  a n d /o r d e g re e s  
a s  a c c o u n ta n ts  o r s t a t i s t i c i a n s  a re  n o t equipped to  make ab ru p t l i f e  and w e l l -b e in g  changes o f  d r a s t i c  im pact in  th e  . - l iv e s  o f  t h e i r  e ld e r s  and s e n io r s  a s i f  f o r  fu n g ib le  goods.
The v a lu e  to  th e  community, s ta te w id e  o r l o c a l ,  o f our c o n t r ib u t io n s ,  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  and f u tu r e  i s  a l l  too  o b v io u s ly  o u ts id e  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th o se  who conce ived  o f  th e  p o l ic y  embodied in  th e  two bad b i l l s ,  SB 117 and 
HB 158, and so ld  to  a Governor in  s e a rc h  o f a means o f e a s in g  th e  n o to r io u s  f i s c a l  gap.
T h is  addenda to  th e  second open l e t t e r  I  have add re ssed  to  th e  Governor i s  w r i t t e n  in  th e  r e s p e c t f u l l  hope t h a t  he w i l l  ta k e  a c t io n  to  d e le te  th e se  t o o - h a s t i l y  d ra f te d  b i l l s  
and s u b s t i t u t e  more re a so n a b le  and humane s o lu t io n s  f o r  c o n s id e ra t io n  by th e  L e g i s l a tu r e  b e fo re  even more an gu ish  
and s t r e s s  i s  i n f l i c t e d  on h£s'- e ld e r  c i t i z e n s  t h e i r  c a re ­g i v e r s  and f a m i l i e s .

Very s in c e r e ly

c c : See co ve r sh e e t
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F A X  T O :  9 0 7  4 6 5  3 5 3 2 E . M. Casey 8480 Jew e l Lake Rd . Anchorage , AK 99502 907 243 8530
OPEN LETTER TO:

March 24, 2003The H onorab le  F ran k  Murkowski Governo r o f  th e  S ta t e  o f  A la ska  Ju n eau , A la sk a HB 158 SB 117
Dear G overnor M urkow ski:
You p u z z le  me. A re you so a s tu te  t h a t  you have maneuvered th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  B ranch a s a whole in to  a p o s i t io n  where th e y  need to  f in d  ways to  re d re sB  th e  in e q u i t i e s  in h e re n t  in  you r b u d g e ta ry  p ro p o sa ls?  One* o r  I  hope m o re ,o f th e  b r a v e s t  among th e  L e g i s l a t o r s  i s  asked most u r g e n t ly  and s in c e r e ly  to  in tro d u c e  a m easure to  r e s to r e  fu n d in g  to  th e  L o n g e v i ty  payment program  f o r  2004 to  co n tin u e  in  e x is te n c e  t h i s  law th a t, i s  o f  v i t a l  im po rtan ce , in  a d d i t io n  to  
d e fe a t in g  th e  above bad b i l l s .
Or, a re  you m e re ly  v e ry  i l l - a d v i s e d  by you r new ly a p po in ted  
and c lo s e  a s s c i a t e s  who d i s p la y  l i t t l e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  
r e a l i t i e s  o f  l i f e  in  A la ska?  I  would l i k e  to  th in k  t h a t  you j u s t  a re  n o t f u l l y  aware o f th e  s t r e s s ,  d i s t r e s s  and f e a r  you a re  c a u s in g  many e ld e r l y  to  endu re . We c e r t a i n l y  do n o t " s t e p  up to  th e  p l a t e "  to  w o rd le s s ly  g iv e  up ou r one and on ly  
" s a f e t y  n e t . "  You a re  harm ing us even b e fo re  Ju n a  30 th  D day.
The o n ly  " c l a s s  c la s h "  among us i s  th e  d iv id e  between th e  
w e l l - p a id  o r  p en sion ed  employees o f b ig  c o rp o ra t io n s  and governm ent and th e  r e s t  o f  u s . We may have f a r  l e s s  to  l i v e  on b u t o u r v o te s  coun t j u s t  as h e a v i ly ,  o ld  o r n o t .
You may n o t r e a l i z e ,  s u r e ly  - you r younger number c ru n ch e rs  

n o t, t h a t  th o se  now in  t h e i r  70 ' s ,  8 0 's ,  9 0 's and more sp e n t most o f  our w o rk in g  l i v e s  in  y e a rs  when th e  d o l l a r  amount ta x e d  in to  th e  S o c ia l  S e c u r i ty  sy s tem  was much lo w e r th a n th a t 
accum ula ted  by l a t e r  g e n e ra t io n s ,  in c lu d in g  th o se  now .65‘ to ' 70; Not o n ly  were th o se  t h a t  fo llow ed  u s e a rn in g  h ig h e r  s a l a r i e s  
t h e i r  FICA ta x e s  were much h ig h e r .  They can o r  do lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  h ig h e r  m on th ly  b e n e f i t s  th an  we w i l l ,  e v e r r e c e iv e .  I  worked 
f o r  50 y e a r s  bu t m ost o f  t h a t  was was under th e  y e a r s  o f low wages and low FICA c o n t r ib u t io n s .  My m onth ly income cou ld  n e v e r match t h a t  o f  someone even j u s t  10 y e a r s  youn ge r.
However, in  A la sk a  th e re  a re  many s e n io r s  and e ld e r s  who worked ha rd  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s  w ith  l i t t l e  o r no o p p o r t i n i t y  
to  accum u la te  q u a r te r s  o f  S o c ia l  S e c u r i ty  co ve ra ge  no r th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  accum ula te  a m i l l io n  o r two, much le s e  n e s t  
e g g s  s u r fq c u e n t  to  su p p o rt them in  a world o f c o n s ta n t ly
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r i s i n g  p r i c e s  in  a s t a t e  where th e  s u b s ta n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  c o s t  o f  n e c e s s i t i e s  l i k e  food and fu e l  e x i s t .  Check you r own s t a t i s t i c  g a th e r in g  a s s i s t a n t s  on th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  a g a l lo n  o f m ilk  and a g a l lo n  o f f u e l ,  o r a c a r t lo a d  o f g r o c e r ie s  betw een R a i l b e l t  c i t i e s  w ith  Juneau  and towns and v i l l a g e s  in  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  A la sk a , ( P a r t  o f th e  re a so n  th a t  a s ta te -w id e  
s a l e s  t a x  does n o t f i t  in  a s t a t e  where th e r e  a re  many com m unities w ith  no p ro p e r ty  t a x  base  and which r e l y  on a lo c a l  s a l e s  ta x  to  fund  e s s e n t i a l  lo c a l  s e r v i c e s . )
Th e re  may be a few  s e n io r s  who f i l l  o u t th e  fo rm  and m a il i t  back to  Ju n eau  each month a t t e s t i n g  to  e l ig ib i fc y  f o r  th e  n e x t m on th 's check who do n o t need i t  to  m a in ta in  th em se lv e s . I  s u sp e c t t h a t  th o se  a b le  to  t r a v e l  f r e e l y ,  th o se  f o r  whom money i s  n o t a c o n s ta n t p rob lem , a lre a d y  have op ted  o u t o f  th e  p rogram  even though  o u t - o f - s t a t e  r e g u la t io n s  were eased  a y e a r . 
o r  two ago .
I  hope you do r e a l i z e  t h a t  i s  a program  th a t  i s  f a r  more 
e f f i c i e n t  and in e x p e n s iv e  in  a d m in is t r a t io n  c o s t s  than  most 
governm ent funded p rog ram s. I t s  expen ses a re  l a r g e l y  c l e r i c a l .The money goes in to  th e  hands o f th o se  t h a t  need i t  and i t  i s  sp e n t lo c a l ly .*  L o c a l m erchan ts and g ro c e r s  would m iss our 
checks when ws a re  l e f t  w ith o u t th e  money to  spend f o r  food 
to  keep up th e  n u t r i t i o n  im p o rta n t to  h e a l th .
Of c o u rs e , th e re  a re  s t i l l  many who spend most o f  th e  m on th ly 
check d e fr a y in g  such  f r i l l s  a s  p a y in g  f o r  P a r t  B o f M ed icare and M ed icare  Supp lem en ta l In su ra n c e . I f  we can no lo n g e r manage 
to  pay ou r way and have to  seek  c h a r i ta b le  h e lp  from  th e  
M ed ica id  p rog ram , in  a d d i t io n  to  endu rin g  p e rso n a l in v e s t i g a t i o n  and t r y i n g  to  s e c u re  th e  su p p o rt o f  p h y s ic ia n s  f o r  th e  change* i f  we can s t i l l  o b ta in  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f  p h y s ic in s  who no lo n g e r 
welcome M ed ic a re -M e^ i^ app a tie n ts  becau se t h e i r  re im bu rsem en t sc h ed u le s  from  M ed icare were c u t d r a s t i c a l l y  d u rin g  th e  fo rm e r a d m V n is tra t io n  ( th e  same a d m in is t r a t io n  w ho ' dumped m i l i t a r y  v e te r a n s  in to  M ed icare  a t  th e  same tim e  a s  p a r t  o f  c r e a t in g  a s u r p l u s ! )  th en  we can w a it months to  f in d  o u t i f  M edicaid w i l l  a c c ep t u s— i s  t h a t  you r id ea  o f  a " s a f e t y  n e t? "
I  am fo rc ib J.y i.w i rem inded o f th e  words o f th e  u n ra g en e ra te  
Ebeneze r Sc rooge  who s a id  when asked  to  h e lp  a t  C h r is tm a s  and r e fu s in g ,  % th en  l e t  them d ie  and d e c re a se  th e  s u rp lu s  
p o p u la t io n . "  A re we n o t d y in g  o f f  f a s t  enough? *
I  b e l ie v e  a l l  o f  th e  re a so n s  s ta te d  to  t h i s  p o in t in  t h i s  
l e t t e r  were f a c t o r s  in  th e  dea l s t r u c k  between th e  L e g i s l a tu r e  and th e  s e n io r  A la sk a n s  when th e  p h a se -o u t law and p rom ise s ware made. T h a t law  gave tim® f o r  th o se  who would be



FROM : CASEY 10
FAX NO. : 9 0 7 2 4 8 9 1 9 2

A p r .  0 1  2 0 0 3  0 7 :1 9 A M  P 8

Page 3
Open L a t t e r  to  Governor Murkowski E . M. Casey

March 24, 2003
e f f e c t e d  p ro te c t io n  i f  th e y  were r e l y in g  on th e  program  and-' t im e  to  a n t i c ip a t e  th e  p h a se -o u t i f  th e y  were n e a r r e t i r e m e n t . .  
T h is  p roposed  a b ru p t ,  h a rsh  and un re a so n ab le  end ing  o f th e  p rom ised  su p p o r t does none o f  th o se  th in g s .  Most o f  u s can no lo n g e r  j u s t  go ou t and g e t  a n o th e r jo b  to  o f f s e t  th e  lo s s  o f  th e  fu n d s  t h a t  en ab le  u s to  m a in ta in  o u r s e lv e s  1
To many v o te r s ^ t a l k  o f re d u c in g  th e  s i z e ,  expense and w aste  
o f  governm en t meant c u t t i n g  th e  number, s i z e ,  d u p l ic a t io n ,  
and c o m p le x ity  o f  o f f i c e s ,  b u re a u s , and d ep a rtm en ts  which make t h i s  one o f th e  most re g u la te d  s t a t e s  and com p lic a te  ou r l i v e s .  Now we a re  t o ld  t h a t  in s te a d  e v e ry  e x p e n d itu re  on th e  p e o p le , th e  a c tu a l  " s t a t e , "  w i l l  be funded i f  i t  i s  o f 
d o l l a r  v a lu e  bo ttom  l in e  to  th e  s t a t e — meaning th e  bu reauc racy  o f  gove rnm en t! How many p o s i t io n s  and e x p e n d itu re s  have been e l im in a te d  in  th e  E x e c u t iv e  B ranch and i t ' s  te n ta c le s ?
In  p r i v a t e  b u s in e s s  th e  owner can govern  by e d ic t  s o le ly  conce rned  w ith  p ro te c t in g  h i s  m onetary i n t e r e s t  i f  he so choo se s . 
In  a r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  governm ent fo c u s in g  s o le l y  on a d o l la r  v a lu e  bo ttom  l in e  i s  a t  th e  l e a s t  in a p p ro p r ia te .  Government, in c lu d in g  R epub lic an  governm en t, e x i s t s  to  s e rv e  th e  peop le  o f th e  s t a t e .  C on tend ing  o th e rw ise  i s  a f a l s e  p rem ise .
Sudden ly  p roduc in g  p roposed  b u d g e ta ry  d e c is io n s  and changes o f p o l ic y  a s  s u r p r i s e s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  ona l i k e  t h i s  which can on ly  have a m a jo r d e t r im e n ta l  e f f e c t  on th e  l i v e s  o f th e  o ld e s t  and m ost in f i rm  c i t i z e n s  i s  a k in  to  th e  game o f u p ro a r p la y e d  by c h i ld re n  in  c la s s ro o m s to  d i s t r a c t  a t t e n t io n  from  som e th in g  th e y  have done, o r  more l i k e l y  som eth ing  th e y  in te n d  to  do.
Have you c o n s id e re d  fo ld in g  th e  d u t ie s  o f  Management and Budge t i n to  a d epa rtm en t w ith  some conn ec tio n  and du ty  to  you r c o n s t i t u e n t s .  I t  m igh t h e lp  you p u t a human fa c e  on f u tu r e  proposaJLB:. ‘O rv fo ld  b o th  bu reau s in to  one more humane, th an  th e  p re s e n t  m erchand ise  minded Departm ent o f A d m in is t ra t io n . 
The p r e s e n t  budge t p ro p o sa ls  a re  p re gn an t w ith  many un in tended : c o n se q u e n c e s -- to  g iv e  you a g ene rou s b e n e f i t  o f  th e  d o u b t.
T h e re  a re  o th e r  means o f  p re v e n tin g  p a s s in g  a long  to  l a t e r  g e n e ra t io n s  a f i s c a l  problem  20 y e a r s  o r more in  th e  m aking.
Any f l a t  t a x  ( u s e r ' s  f e e )  would be in h e r e n t ly  in e q u i ta b le  in  A la sk a  w ha teve r i t  i s  c a l l e d .  Of cou rse  we shou ld  a l l  pay a u s e r ' s  fe e  f o r  b e n e fi t t ip c ?  from  s t a t e  p ro v id ed  s e r v ic e s  
b u t t h a t  u s e r ' 8 fe e  must be in  p ro p o r tio n  to  in d iv id u a l  a b i l i t y  to  p ay . A f t e r  a l l  ve r e p o r t  income such a s
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th e  d iv id e n d s  we re c e iv e  from  th e  Perm anen t Fund a s w e ll a s th e  L o n g e v ity  payments on fo rm  1040 a s  p a r t  o f  th e  p ro c e s s  o f d e te rm in in g  th e  amount o f f e d e r a l  u s e r s  l i a b i l i t y  we may owe th e  fe d e r a l  governm en t. There  i s  no r a t i o n a l  re a so n  n o t to  b e g in  g a th e r in g  d a ta  and c o n s id e r in g  d u rin g  f i s c a l  2004 what a s t a t e  s e r v ic e s  u s e r s  fe e  based  on a sm a ll p e rc e n ta g e  o f th e  f e d e r a l  fe e  sh ou ld  be .
No one means o f r a i s i n g  new revenue can i n s t a n t l y  cu re  20 y e a r s  o r more o f f i s c a l  gap c r e a t io n .  B e fo re  P rudhos Bay began 
to  p ro v id e  i t ' s  l a r g e s s e ,  s t a t e  c i t i z e n s  su p p o rte d  s t a t e  s e r v ic e s  by p ay in g  a p ro g r e s s iv e  t a x  which to o k  accoun t o f 
a b i l i t y  to  pay . Such a u s e r ' s  fe e  would p ro v id e  a l l  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  exem p tions and d ed u c tio n s t h a t  app ly  to  th e  fe d e r a l  ta x  on p e rso n a l income, a ta x  o r u s e r ' s  fe e  on a l l  income ea rned  in  A la sk a  whether by r e s id e n t s  o r n o n - r e s id e n ts .
F o r 2004, a f t e r  a d ju c tu n g  v a r io u s  fe e s  a t ta c h e d  to  b u s in e s s e s  to  make them r e le v a n t  to  th e  s i z e  and economy o f  th e  b u s in e s s e s ,  a b e t t e r  rea soned  d e c is io n  abou t th e  
amount o f  th e  CBR draw f o r  2004 i s  needed in  o rd e r to  buy 
tim e  f o r  you and th e  L e g i s l a tu r e  to  work to g e th e r  in  a 
c o o p e ra tiv e  and b ip a r t i s a n  way to  b eg in  g iv in g  some s t a b i l i t y  to  th e  f in a n c e s  o f  th e  s t a t e  b e g in n in g  in  f i s c a l  2005.
W hile we w a it to  see  i f  th e r e  i s  any new so u rc e  o f revenue  
in  o i l  and g a s , governm ent does have l e s s  d ra co n ian  means o f  a l i e v i a t i n g  p rob lem s o f th e  O pe ra tin g  Budge t th an  d is c a rd in g  i t ' s  o ld e s t  and most in f i rm ,  and g e n e r a l ly  most 
in  need o f  p rom ise s k e p t ,  a s i f  t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n s  . to  s o c ie ty  a re  w o r th le s s .  T h e ir  know ledge, wisdom, and s k i l l s  su p p ly  many o f th e  v o lu n te e r  s e r v ic e s  which h e lp  to  keep th e  f a b r i c  o f  ou r economy and s o c ia l  s e r v ic e s  fu n c t io n in g .
W ill you work w ith  th e  com m ittees and members o f  th e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  B ranch , th e  so u rce  o f  app ro va l f o r  bo th  ap p ro - p t i a t i o n s  and e x p e n d itu re s ,  to  c r a f t  a w o rkab le  o p e ra t in g  b u d g e t, in c lu d in g  fu n d in g  2004 f o r  th e  L o n g e v i ty  payments w h ile  you and th e  L e g i s l a t o r s  su rv e y  to  f i n d  o u t why t h i s  most e f f i c i e n t l y  run  fo rm  o f a s s i s t a n c e  i s  im p o rta n t?
P le a s e  excuse  me f o r  t h i s  form  o f s u b m it t in g  p u b l ic  te s t im o n y  
to  h e a r in g s  on th e  a fo r e s a id  two b i l l s .  I  am to o  in f i rm  and immobile to  t r a v e l  to  a L e g i s l a t i v e  O f f ic e  f o r  te le c o n fe re n c e s  much l e s s  go to  Ju n eau . I  canno t a f fo r d  th e  means to  use 
E -m a i l  n o r to n e r  c a r t r i d g e s  f o r  h a rd  c o p ie s .  My a r t h r i t i c  
hands and a rc h a ic  ty p e w r i te r  and a b o t t l e  o f  W hite-O ut a re  my means o f  communication by an o ld  FAX m achine— a s lo n g  as I  can pay th e  phone b i l l . V e ry  s in c e r e l y  y o u ra ,

c c ; See cover sh ee t
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April 7, 2003

Older Persons Action Group 
325 E. Third Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501------------------------------------------------------------------ --------------- --

Dear Alaska Legislators:

As you can see in the front page of the April edition, the Senior Voice highlighted the 
Longevity Bonus topic.

Seniors around the state hope the Bonus will remain in the state budget!

S S i n r w ^ l v  V n u r c

32S E. 3rd. Ave, 1900 
Anehorao*, AK MS01-2M6 
(•07) 770-1050 (TotI f r *  KXM70-1059) 
FAX (607) 270-6774
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Anchorage Downtown Bed & Breaid iut 
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Web: www.>»<:horig«dowptown.«aa
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April 8, 2003
Governor Frank Murkowski 
P.O. Box 110001

UnC8U’ Re: Without the Longevity Bonus, Pioneer Home Vet Needs "Safety Net Program

My 89-ycar-old father, a decorated World War II naval officer, is destitute and needs fluids so he can 
receive continued medical care and services which are necessary for his health, and pain alleviation. He 
chose not to apply for the longevity bonus because he did not believe in government handouts. He frugally 
saved and believed his S300.000 savings would fund his retirement. Now my dad has paid the Anchorage 
Pioneer Home (APH) his savings, and has no money left to pay for care and services that the home no 
longer provides -  promised services which are necessary for his health, services which are needed 
alleviate pain. I received your mailing entitled “Safety Net Programs S jpportmg Senior Citizens , but 1 do
not find any programs to assist his needs.

Since my dad’s admissions to APH in 9/97 rates have tripled at the Pioneer Homes, making APH twice as 
expensive as most Anchorage assisted living homes. However, with fee increases the Homes continue to 
redefine and cut services, and pass more expense on to the residents. For example, under new regulation all 
handicapped ADRD/Comprehensive residents must provide a traveling companion in order to ride APH’s 
handicapped bus to their medical appointments. Under the stipend program my dad is only allowed $ 100 
per month to cover his needs; I must supplement this since this is not enough. He cannot pay the $25+ 
charge for a companion. I do not see how I can, with a documented back injury, be his companion and push 
his chair and carry my baby at the same time. As a single mom, I cannot pay this additional cost. If APH 
has enough staff to transport residents for shopping events or the State Fair, why are they lacking staff for 
important medical transportation? Why are only the handicapped Pioneer Home residents forced to pay this 
additional expense/get family assistance to supplement short staffing? Where are the funds in your safety 
net programs to pay for this?

My father is physically handicapped and mentally challenged with dementia. Prior to admission, we were 
told APH was the premier assisted living dementia facility, which would provide Individualized physical 
therapy and medical care to meet my dad’s needs, and that he could age in place without having to move to 
a nursing home. Now, in an email dated 2/25/02 Bill O ’Connor, Administrator states that because APH is 
an assisted living home it does "not provide intensive medical services, such as skilled PT or rehabilitative 
PT to residents. Such skilled health care can be provided off premises, as is the case for Mr. Margcson 
with Providence Outpatient Physical Therapy”. However, without transportation, my dad cannot attend 
physical therapy off premises. Furthermore, if my dad were receiving adequate exercise/ daily range of 
motion he would not need rehabilitath’n physical therapy (HCFA says becoming immobile is an indication 
o f  neglect). Because the Home does • . provide the promised services, my twice daily visits are spent 
massaging my dad’s painfUl hand contractures, providing range of motion exercises, providing standing 
therapy, providing hydration, providing activity/cxcrcisc such as ball tossing, and feeding him; there is little 
time to simply relax and be his daughter. The Home continues to hire administrators, and cut the direct care 
CNA staff. Whh diminished services, free access to medical transportation is crucial.

My dad needs funding to pay for the administration of his nutritional supplements -  a service promised in 
writing prior to admission, but no longer provided. This service is provided by other assisted living homes, 
nursing homes, and the hospital, when doctored ordered, which is the case with my father. I have hired a 
health care provider at a nominal amount to provide this service. A small portion of my dad’s $2000 social

Dear Governor Murkowski;



security benefit would cover the cost, but the Pioneer Homes will allow him to use these funds for medical 
expenses. There is a grant program available to residents on the stipend, but my dad has been repeatedly 
denied funding. The Permanent Fund, which is his “safety net”, has been spent to pay for this service; his 
2003 Permanent Fund is also spent, and he is destitute with no funds to pay for the service. By statute, a 
resident is allowed to choose his medical care and provider. My dad, son of Welsh-English immigrants, has 
taken nutritional supplements all of his life. At my dad’s Care Conference 9/14/01, APH administration 
took away the administration of these supplements, which they had administered since 1997, claiming that 
Nursing Board Minutes dated Dec. 1998 precluded them from providing that service. Long-term Care 
Ombudsman J.R. Richards, Esq. termed this taking away of services (administering nutritional 
supplements, and transportation to Outpatient PT) retaliation for the Violation the Pioneer Home received 
on 8/21/01.1 believe this was the Home’s first Violation: my handicapped father, who cannot talk/push a 
call button/summon help, was left painfully restrained on a portable commode for one hour, as documented 
by video.

APH has pressured my dad’s physician to caned the order for his nutritional supplements, which she has 
reft'iff * uo because of the health benefits to my dad. Where, in your Safety Net Programs are there 
fun ̂  to pay his health care provider for continued service?

My father, an All-American soccer player, suffers pain from past injuries -  for years the ortboped 
successfully prescribed use of APH’s whirlpool/Jacuzzi for pain management. Without this service, my 
dad's brow is furrowed in pain, and he sleeps fitfully. APH’s recent remodel replaced the whirlpool with 
expensive hi-tech sonic skin scaler tubs, v/hich do not provide whirlpool pain management benefits.
Without medical transportation, I have beer unable to determine if ray dad should find an off-premise 
Jacuzzi, seek massage therapy, or take pain medication, which the doctor is reluctant to prescribe because 
of possible interactions with other medications. Cost of additional medications/services will increase 
stipend debt for the Pioneer Homes. Replacing the sonic skin scaler tub with the whirlpool is a cost- 
effective kinder Eden-like way of treating our Seniors. Are there funds available in your Safety Net for my 
dad's pain management Jacuzzi?

Budget cutting is necessary, but not at the expense of care for our Seniors. Hiring more administrators and 
cutting direct care/providing insufficient direct care staff is not the way we should treat Alaskans. 
Trimming the budget should mean prioritizing services -  certainly, a resident should not be denied medical 
care. How we treat our elders defines the type of care we will receive in our old age. My dad is a proud 
Veteran - 1 hope your Safety Net Programs can provide immediate assistance and save him ffom the 
embarrassment of seeking funds through church or VFW fundraisers to pay for his medical needs: medical 
transportation, administration of nutritional supplements, and pain management whirlpool/Jacuzzi therapy. 
I appreciate your time and look forward to a response from you regarding these issues.

CC: Loren Leman, Lt. Governor Sincerely,
Senator Hollis French 
Senator Eric Croft 
Senator Lyda Green
Senator Gary Wilkens Ret. Lt Commander William Margeson
Senator Fred Dyson
Senator Gretchen Guess
Representative Ethan Berkowrtz
Representative Les Gara
Representative Con Bunde
Representative Max Grueoberg
Commissioner Craig Campbell, Dept Military & Veteran Affairs 
Ron Cowan, Office of the Long-term Care Ombudsman 
CARING
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P.O . Box 70773 F a irb a n k s ,  AK 99707 A p r i l  10,2003

S e n a to r  Gary W ilken S t a t e  C a p i to l  B u i ld in g  
Ju n eau , A la sk a
Dear Gary W ilk in :
I  a p p re c ia te  you r l e t t e r  o f  March 24, p re s e n t in g  you r q u e s t io n s  abou t e l im in a t io n  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  Bonus Program .
1] How d id  we g e t  he re?

A la sk a  i s  a s t r a n g e  s t a t e .  Someone wanted to  rew ard  o ld e r  r e s id e n t s  who had been r e s id e n t s  f o r  35 [? J y e a r s ,  p resum ­a b ly  because th e y  had s tu c k  by th e  t e r r i t o r y  and s t a t e  and h e lp ed  to  make i t  what i t  was. Then someone e l s e  y e l le d  
t h a t  was u n f a i r ,  th e  c o u r t s  upheld  th e  o p in io n , and anyone 65 o r  o ld e r  became e l i g i b l e .  I  was one o f  th e  l a t t e r .  I  had a tw in ge  o f  c o n sc ie n c e , h av in g  done n o th in g  to  m e r i t  th e  
check , b u t $250. was a g r e a t  b o o s t to  independence, d i f f i c u l t  
to  r e fu s e .

2] What i s  th e  p r o f i l e  o f  th e  r e c ip ie n t s ?
I  have no id e a . Some a re  d o u b tle s s  saved from  d e s t i t u t i o n .  Some p ro b ab ly  would n o t m iss th e  $250. o r  l e s s e r  amounts now is s u e d .  Some, l i k e  me, a re  a b le  to  in d u lg e  in  e x t r a s  l i k e  a t i c k e t  to  an A r t s  A s s o c ia t io n  p e rfo rm ance , a c o n t r ib u t io n  to  a lo c a l  c h a r i t y ,  a Fax to  my l e g i s l a t o r .  As to  how to  d e te rm in e  who would be n e g a t iv e ly  a f f e c te d  by e l im in a t io n  o f 
th e  L o n g e v i ty  Bonus, I  le a v e  t h a t  to  th o se  who know how.

3] Shou ld th e  program  be "n e e d s -b a sed "?
S u re . T h e re  a re  s ta n d a rd  p o v e r ty  l e v e l s .  The a p p l ic a n t  would su bm it a copy o f  h i s / h e r  ta x  r e tu r n  o r  a f f i d a v i t  v e r i f y i n g  h i s  income.4] Shou ld  we do a ra p id  wind-down o f  th e  program  v s .  j u s t  
c u t t in g  i t  o f f ?
Maybe. I  d o n ' t  l i k e  th e  id e a .

5] I f  we a re  go in g  to  c o n tin u e  th e  p rogram , where sh ou ld  we 
g e t  th e  revenue  to  fund  i t ?
S t a t e  income t a x .  I  d o n ' t  a g re e  w ith  Governor M u rkow sk i's 
reason f n r  r e jp r . f ln n ,  whlnh i s  th a t Rtatftfi th a t have an income ta x  have no t done w e ll f i s c a l l y .  A la sk a  cou ld  have an income ta x  based on a p e rc en ta g e  o f  th e  f e d e r a l  t a x .New r e s id e n t s  would, in  e f f e c t ,  be p ay in g  som eth ing to  o f f ­s e t  th e  in c r e a s in g  c o s t s  o f  s e r v ic e s  and th e  PFD. Non­r e s id e n t  w o rke rs would c o n tr ib u te  a s iz e a b le  s h a re .

Thank you f o r  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  have a s a y .
Helen Womack
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I  Woolltd i.liJce to  e x p re s s  my v iew s  on th e  G o v e rn o rs  r e q u e s t "  to  end 
th e  L o n g e v i ty  Bonus p ro g ram .
I  have w r i t t e n  to  th e  G ove rno r and r e c e iv e d  h i s  s ta e m e n ts  on th e  
P ro g ram .He i s  u s in g  th e  much o v e ru s e d , a b u se d , and in an e  e x cu se  t h a t  t h i s
i s  u n f a i r .  T h i s  re a so n  cab be advanced  f o r  e v e ry  p o s s i b l e  p rog ram
o r  a c t io n  t h a t  can be ta k e n .  I t  a l l  d epend s on y o u r p e r s o n a l  
c i r c u m s ta n c e .  E v e r y th in g  p ro p o se d  b r in g s  p r o t e s t s ,  c o u r t  a c t i o n s  
e t c .he g o v e rn o r  s a y s  among o th e r  t h i n g s  v e ry  few  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  
p io n e e r s  whom th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s o u g h t to  b e n i f i t  in  1972 a rc  among 
th e  p r e s e n t  g ro u p . I  am one o f  them  s in v c  I  a r r i v e d  in  A la sk a  in '
May 1943.
I f  th e  p ro g ram  had c o n tin u e d  a s  i t  was f i r s t  s e t  up th e  c o s t  would
be q u i t e  low by now s in c e  many o f  u s h ave p a s se d  on .
A man and w i fe ,  young sm a r t -A le c  s t t o r n e y s  saww t h e i  chance to  make 
a l a r g e  advance  f o r  th e m s e lv e s .  They c la im ed  t h a t  th e  p ro g ram  was 
u n f a i r  and s o ,  in  th e  s t a t e  s o u r t s ,  th e  p ro g ram  was changed so  t h a t  
a l l  p e r s o n s  o v e r  65 who h a s  l i v e d  in  A la s k a  f o r  more th an  one 
y e a r  sh o u ld  be e n t i t l e d  to  th e  bonus p a ym en ts . They su cceeded  in  
t h i e r  e n d e a v o r . Were th e y  p e r s o n a l l y  rew a rd ed  f o r  t h i s .  You b e t t e r  
b e l i e v e  th e y  w e re . Were we o ld  t im e r s  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t h i s ?  C e r t a i n l y  
n o t .  Then many p eo p le  s e e in g  a way to  g e t  money s e n t  f o r  t h e i r  
s e n io r  r e l a t i v e s  to  come to  A la s k a  to  g e t  in  on th e  p aym en ts .
Were u s o ld  t im e e r s  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t h a t ?
S in c e e  t h i s  r a i s e d  th e  c o s t s  g r e a t l y  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  worked o u t a p la n  
tp  ph a se  o u t th e  p ro g ram . Thus t h e r e  a re  some who g e t  a l e s s e r  
am on t, and th o s e  who became 65 a f t e r  Decern] ?r 3 1 s t 1996 were n o t 
e l i g i b l e  th u s  b e g in n in g  a p h a se o u t o f  th e  p rog ram  a s  th o s e  wwho 
w ere  g e t t i n g  b onu se s l e f t  o r  p a s se d  a w a y . . A ga in  th e  g i v e r n o r  p o in t s  
o u t t h a t  t h i s  i s  u n f a i r .
My o p in io n  i s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  aCheap S h o t .  A q u ic k  and e a sy  way to  
re d u c e  s t a t e  sp e n d in g  b e c au se  i t  a f f e c t s  o n ly  a v e r y  sm a ll  number 
o f  v o t e r s .  M ost o f  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  c o u ld  c a re  l e s s .
L e t  me showw you how s i l l y  t h i s  NOT FA IR  id e a  i s .
When th e  b ig  o i l  s t r i k e  was made th e  s t a t e  r e c ie v e d  n in e  hund red  
M i l l i o n  in  l e a s e  money. T h s i  was more th a n  o u r w i ld e s t  d re am s.
One o f  o u r l e g i s l a t o r s ,  from  Homer, s a id  t h a t  we sh o u ld  sa v e  i t  
a l l  and u se  th e  i n t e r e s t  to  h e lp  pay s t a t e  c o s t s .  Of c o u rs e  he 
was ig n o r e d .  I F  he had been l i s t e n e d  to  a t  th e  t im e  o u r p e rm anen t 
fu nd  would to d a y  be a b le  to  fu n d  e v e r y th in g  we c o u ld  p o s s ib l y  
n e ed . I n s t e a d  we u sed  th e  su b se q u e n t income f o r  e v ry  p o s s i b l e  
dumb id e a  t h a t  c o u ld  be th o u g h t o f .  Did we o ld  t im e r s  do t h i s ?
A few  exam p le s would be th e  fa rm in g  p r o j e c t ,  th e  D a iry  p r o j e c t ,  
th e  e x p o r t  id e a s .

S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s
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I t  was n o t lo n g  b e fo r e  th e  s t a t e  was s p e n d in g  a l l  o f  th e  huge o i l  
income b u t t h a t  was n o t enou gh ,T h en  th e y  began sp e n d in g  n o t from  
w hat had been r e c e iv e d  from  th e  y e a r  b e fo r e  b u t from  w ha t wwas 
c o r r e n t l y  com ing i n .  The i t  was a n t i c i p a t e d  incom e, th e n iu  was 
s e l l i n g  onds w h ich  m ean t t h a t  th e  i n t e r e s t  in c r e a s e d  th e  t o t a l  
c o s t s .
I  do n o t know w hat happened in  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  s t a t e  b u t I  saw 
some o f  th e  id io c y  in  A n cho ra g e . The P e r fo rm in g  A r t s  C e n te r  b u i l t  
a t  a h o r re n d o u s  c o s t  w ith  su ch  i te m s  a s  th e  n o to r io u s  and v e ry  
c o s t l y  r o o f  c o a t in g  w h ich  r e q u i r e d  m a jo t r e p a i r ,  S p e c ia l  
c a r p e t i n g  t h a t  make one w idh to  th ro w  up j u s t  lo o k in g  a t  i t .
Then more r e c e n t l y  th e y  s p e n t  a l a r g e  sum to  p u t in  a s k y  b r id g e
from  th e  Egan c e n te r  w hich i s  v e r y  s p a r s l y  u se d . A ls o  when th e  
TAC was com p le ted  in s p e c to r  found  t h a t  many, c o s t l y ,  c o r r e c t i o n s  
w ere needed . Why w ere th e s e  n o t done a s  i t  was b e in g  b u i l t ?
Then th e r e  i s  th e  Egan C e n te r .  A g a in  a v e r y  e x p e n s iv e  b u i ld in g  
t h a t  o p e r a te s  a t  a l o s s .  I t  c o s t s  so  much f o r  sp a c e  i n i t  t h a t  
i t  i s  empty a l o t  o f  th e  t im e . The S u l l i v a n  A rena  an che Ben 
Boeke Ic e  A re n a . Do th e y  pay t h e i r  way? The S u l l i v a n  h a s  to  h ave 
e x te n s i v e  work d on e . Why? b e c au se  some s tu p id  j e r k s  u« c id e d  to  
b u i ld  in  a f lo o d  p l a i n .  Were we o ld  t im e r s  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  any o f  
t h i s ?
T h e re  i s  a v e r y  l a r g e  b u i ld in g  n o t f a r  from  w here we l i v e ,  F o r 
a lo n g  t im e  no one knew what i t  w a s . We f i n a l l y  fo und  o u t i t  was
su ppo sed  to  be a f i s h  p r o c e s s in g  p l a n t  and a l o t  o f  s t a t e  money
was in v e s te d  in  i t  b u t i t  was and i s  a f a i l u r e .  I  h ave  b e Qn t o ld  t h a t  
a sm a l l  p e r t  o f  i t  i s  noww b e in g  u sed  b u t th e  s t a t e  h a s  r e c e n t l y  
p ou red  a n o th e r la r g e e  sum in to  i t .  D id we o ld  t im e r s  do t h i s ?
A n o th e r o n go in g  p r o j e e c t  i s  th e  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  A ncho rage  
C o a s ta l  T r a i l .  I  am t l d  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  c o s t  a n o th e r  t h i r t y  se v e n  
m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  Some s a y  i t  w i l l  be m o re . T h i s ,  a s  in  th e  
fo r e g o in g  e x am p le s w i l l  be u sed  by o n ly  a sm a l l  segm en t o f  th e  
p o p u la t io n .  I s  t h a t  F a i r ?  A t 85 and 79 do you t h in k  t h a t  my w i fe  
and I  w i l l  be fo u n d  jo g g in g  th e  l e n g th  o f  t h a t  t r a i l  and m e e tin g  o th e r  
s e n io r s  on i t ?  Of c o u r s e  we have th e  e q u a l r i g h t  o f  a c c e s s  b u t 
you a re  n o t g o in g  to  s e e  more th a n  a sm a l l  p o r t i o n o f  th e  y o u n g e r 
c i t i z e n s  u s in g  i t .
I  d r ib e  a 1996 F o rd  R a n g e r . I  s e e  t h a t  some f o l k s  can d r i v e  a 
C a d i l l a c  o r  a Hummer. I s  t h a t  F a i r ?
I  hope t h a t  by now you w i l l  be a b le  to  u n d e rs ta n d  how s i l l y  t h i s  
" F a i r "  id e a  i s .  T h i s  i s  n o t a " F a i r "  w o rld  and n e v e r  h a s  b e en , and 
n e v e r  w i l l  b e . As I  s e e  i t  th e  s t a t e  o f  A la s k a  made a com m itm ent 
to  u s and a s  lomg a s  you a l l  s e e  f i t  to  pou r huge sume i n to  
r i d i c u 1ous and w o r th l e s s  p r o j e c t s  I  t h in k  t h a t  you sh o u ld  c o n t in u e  
to  f u l f i l  y c n r  p ro m is e s  to  us p io n e e r s  f o r  w h a te v e r amount o f t im e  
we may have  l e f t .
I  h ave  been r e t i r e d  s in c e  1977. My M ed ic a re  and H e a lth  b e n e f i t s
c o s t  $124 p e r m o n th .In  a d d i t io n  each  p r e s c r i p t i o n  b r i n g s  a n o th e r  
$35 c h a rg e .  No d e n ta l  c o v e ra g e . N o th in g  fo e  h e a r in g  a id s  a t  $6400.
No c iv e r a g e  f o r  g l a s s e s .
I  h ave  been a b le  to  make d o n a t io n s  to  c h r i t a b l e  c a u se s  and to
R e p u b lic a n  a c t i v i t i e s  b u t t h a t  c o u ld  c h an g e .
I  w i l l  make c o p ie s  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  an', send  them to  y o u r f in a n c e  
c o m m itte e  m em bers. I  hope t h a t  you w i l l  h ave  t im  e to  c o n s id e r  i t .

N o rv a l M. Kane3140 W 79 th  Ave 
A ncho rage ,A K  99502-4406
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I  am u s in g  a ty p e  . r o t e r  b e c a u se  a t  85 my penm an sh ip  i s - n o t ” V e ry  g ,o d .  
Y ou r e f f o r t s  to  b a la n c e  th e  s t a t e  b u d g e t in c lu d e s  th e  e l im in a t i o n  o f  
L o n g e v i ty  p aym en ts to  s e n io r  c i t i z e n s .  As a r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h a t  p ro g ram  
I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  d i s a g r e e  w i th  t h a t  id e a .
I  came to  A la s k a  in  May, 1943. I  was em p loyed  by th e  US Navy a s  an 
a i r c r a f t  m echan ic  a t  P e n s a c o la .  A new N ava l A i r  S t a t i o n  was b e in g  
opened a t  K o d ia k . One o th e r  man and m y s e l f  o f f e r e d  to  go t h e r e  to  
h e lp  o p e r a te  th e  g a c i l i t y .  Among o th e r  t h i n g s  I  became an e x p e r t  on 
th e  PBY C a t a l in a  am ph ib ian  p l a n e s .  In  1945 I  was in d u c te d  i n t o  th e  
US Army and s e n t  to  F o r t  R ic h a rd s o n .  I  was th e n  a s s i g n e d  to  a i r c r a f t '  
r e p a i r  a t  E lm e n d o r f .  A t t h a t  t im e  th e  1 0 th  A i r  R e scu e  Sq u ad ro n  was 
u s in g  PBY s, In  th e  AAF t h e t  w ere  c a l l e d  O A -lO s. B e c au se  o f  my 
e x p e r ie n c e  w i th  th e  p la n e s  I  was in  c h a rg e  o f  a c rew  w o rk in g  on th em . 
A f t e r  d i s c h a r g e  in  1Q47 I  w en t b ack  to  th e  N ava l s t a t i o n  a t  K o d ia k .
In  1950 I  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  E lm e n d o r f to  w ork f o r  th e  A i r  F o rc e .  T h i s '  
o f  c o u se  was C i v i l  S e r v i c e .  I  was in  F l i g h t  T e s t  u n t i l  1952 when 
I  c o m p le te d  t r a i n i n g  in  A i r c r a f t  W e igh t and B a la n c e . I  was th e n  
a p p o in te d  a s  th e  A i r c r a f t  WWeight & b a la n c e  I n s p e c to r  f o r  E lm e n d o r f .
I  was r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t h a t  p a r t  o f  a i r c r a f t  s a f e t y  f o r  an a v e ra g e  o f  
90 to  100 a i r c r a f t  s t a t i o n e d  a t  E lm e n d o r f .  I  f o r g e t  to  m e tio n  t h a t  
w h i le  in  th e  AAF a t  E lm e n d o r f my a i r c r a f t  i n s p e c to r  was W a lly  H ic k e l .
I  m a in ta in e d  th e  W eigh t and B a la n c e  r e c o rd s  and ew quipm ent a s  w e l l  
a s  th e  m ic ro f i lm e d  e n g in e e r in g  l i b r a r y .
I  r e t i r e d  in  1977 q it'n  a t o t a l  o f  35 y e a r s  10 m on th s o f  com nined 
s e r v i c e .
You know a s  w i l l  a s  I  t h a t  th e  y e a r s  a s  a t e r r i t o r y  and th e  e a r l y  
y e a r s  o f  s ta te h o o d  p re s e n te d  a l o t  o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  W ith  th e  
d i s c o v e r y  o f  o i l  on th e  s lo p e  t h i n g s  changed  a l o t .  T h a t f i r s t  
900 m i l l i o n  was more th a n  had been  dream ed o f .  A r e p r e s n t a t i v e  
from  Home, Mr H i l l s t r a n d  a d v is e d  a g a i n s t  s p e n d in g  any o f  i t .  We 
sh o u ld  o n v e s t  i t  and u s r  th e  i n t e r e s t .  They in v e s te d  some and d id  
a bad jo b  s in c e  th e y  q u ic k ly  l o s t  a b o u t a t h i r d  o f  i t .  I t  h a s  been  
t h a t  way e v e r  s in c e .  G ove rn o r Hammond g o t  soem o f  th e  m ess s t a i g h t e n e d  
o u t so  we a re  b e t t e r  o f f  th a n  we would h ave  b e e . How ever, one 
enorm ous b oondo gg le  a f t e r  a n o th e r  h a s  w a s te d  b i l l i o n s .  My I  p o in t  
o u t t h a t  th e  s e n io r  c i t i z e n s  d id  n o t  c a u se  t h i s  to  h appen .
In  A n cho rage  ( I  do n o t know w ha t happened  in  o th e r  to w n s ) we b u i l t '
th e  PAC, The Eagan  C e n te r ,  The S u l l i v a n  and Ben Boeke a re n a s  among 
o th e r  p r o j e c t s .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  c o s t  more t o  o p e ra te  th a n  th e y  b r i n g  
i n .  How c lo s e  th e y  a re  to  b e in g  p a id  f o r  we do n o t know.
W ith  huge am oun ts o f  o i l  money com ing in  th e  pow ers t h a t  be in  o u r 
s t a t e  managed to  spend i t  a l l ,  th e n  s t a r t e d  sp e n d in g  on w hat was 
com ing in  n e x t  y e a r .  T h a t was n o t enough so  th e y  s t a r t e d  s e l l i n g  
bonds to  m ee t t h e i r  p r o j e c t s  a im s . T h a t means t h a t  ypu h ave  to  pay
i n t e r e s t  on them . A com p le t l o a s s  any way you lo o k  a t  i t .
A g a in , r e t i r e d  s e n io r s  d id  n o t c a u se  t h i s .
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The g r a i n  r a s i s i n g  p r o j e c t ,  th e  D a iry  P r o j e c t ,  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  
a r e  e x am p le s  o f  m a s s iv e  e r r o r s .  The l a t e s  one in  A ncho rage  i s  
th e  e x p e n s iv e  and so  f a r  u s e l e s s  f i s h  p r o c e s s in g  b u i ld in g  w h ich  
i s  c o s t i n g  a l a r g e  amount o f  money.
The L o n g e v i ty  bonus s y s tem  was a sn  i s  a g r e a t  h e lp  to  s e n i o r s .
Of co u se  i f  t h a t  had been l e f t  a lo n e  th e  am oun ts needed w ou ls h ave  
been much re d u c ed  by now a s  th e  r e c i p i e n t s  p a s se d  away. B u t a 
c o u p le  o f  sm a r t  a le c k : law w ye rs d e c id e d  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t f a i r  
and t h a t  anyone who had l i v e d  in  A la s k a  f o r  one y e a r  sh o u ld  a l s o  be 
e n t i t l e d  to  i t .  F a i r ,  d epends upon who i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t i t .
T h i s  h a s  n e v e r  been and n e v e r  w i l l  be a F i a r  w o r ld .
T h i s  p ro p o s a l  i s  g o in g  to  s a v e  th e  s t a t e  47 m i l l i o n  a y e a r .  I  
fd o u b t t h a t  v e r y  much. T h a t money, and th e  y e a r l y  d iv id e n d  
p aym en ts a r e  re g a rd e d  a s  income by th e  F e d e r a l  G iv e rnm en t and th u s  
t a x e s  m u st be p a id  on them .
The s e n i o r s  wwho a re  g e t t i n g  th e  L o n g e v i ty  Bonus u se  and spend  t h a t  
money th u s  c o n y t r ib u t im n g  to  th e  b u s in e s s  econpmy. In  a d d i t io n  
th e y  a l s o  sp end  a d d i t i o n a l  am oun ts o f  w h a te v e r  fu n d s  th e y  have  
a v a i l a b l e .
In  my p e r s o n a l  c a s e  i  do n o t g e t  S o c ia l  s e c u r i t y ,  j u s t  my r e t i r e m e n t  
fu n d s .  I  do h ave  M ed ic a re  and B lu e  C ro s s  c o v e ra g e  due to  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  my w i fe  was q u a l i f i e d .  I  l o s t  D o ro th y  to  c a n c e r in  1998.
We had been  lo n g  t im e  f r i e n d s  o f  J im  and Je a n  P o o r . Je a n  l o s t  
J im  to  h e a r t  p ro b lem s some tim e  b a c k . We have  s in c e  g o t t e n  t o g e th e r  
to  h e lp  e ach  o th e r  and we g o t  m a r r ie d  on S e p t  24, 2001.
My m o n th ly  r e t i r e m e n t  i s  re d u c ed  by $58.70 to  M ed ic a re  and $98.93 
to  B lu e  C r o s s .  In  a d d i t io n  B lu e  C ro s s  ( MEDCO) c h a rg e s  and a d d i t i o n a l  
$35 f o r  e ach  p r e s c r i p t i o n  th e y  f i l l .  Je a n  and I  each  pay j u s t  u n d e r 
$3000 each  y e a r  f o r  lo n g  c a re  in s u r a n c e .  T h i s  w i l l  ty e n d  to  keep  
u s from  l o s i n g  e v e r y th in g  and becom ing p a u p e rs  f o r  th e  s t a t e  to  
s u p p o r t  in  c a se  we do r e q u i r e  t h a t  s o r t  o f  h e lp .
The th o u g h t  i s  t h a t  s e n io r s  do n o t  pay  t a x e s .  L e t  me p o in t  o u t 
t h a t  a l l  b u s in e s s e s  pay t a x e s .  A u s in e s s  m u st make a p r o f i t  o r  
go u n d e r .  T h a t means t h a t  e v e ry  p u rc h a s e ,  no m a t te r  what i t  i s ,  
m u st pay more so  t h a t  th e  b u s in e s s  can  pay i t s  t a x e s  and s u r v i v e .
As f o r  g e t t i n g  a lo n g  w i th o u t  a v e h i c l e  t h a t  i s  n o t an o p t io n  in  
A ncho rage  w h ich  i s  d e s ig n e d  f o r  .hem. Bus s y s tem  i s  t o t a l l y  
in a d e q u a te  to  accommodate th e  need f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  We c o u ld  
n o t a f f o r d  to  have  a r e a l l y  u s e a b le  s y s te m  su ch  a s  in  S e a t t l e .
I  m u st a l s o  pay my own d e n ta l  w o rk . J u s t  had my h e a r in g  t e s t e d .
The new h e a r in g  a id s  a re  p r ic e d  a t  $7400. No c o v e ra g e  f o r  t h a t  
e i t h e r .
One o f  th e  b ig  t o p i c s  r i g h t  now in  A ncho rage  i s  th e  C o a s ta l  T r a i l  
E x t e n s io n .  I  am t l d  t h a t  t h i e  w i l l  c o s t  $37 m i l l i o n .  T h i s  w i l l  be 
u sed  by o n ly  a sm a l l  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  j u s t  a s  th e  t r a i l s  
a re  u sed  now. Eno rm ouse sums a re  a sk e d  f o r  s c h o o l s .  S c h h o ls  in  
w h ich  v a n d a l ism  i s  ram p an t. S c h o o ls  a l s o  m ust spend  tim e  and 
money on s e c u r i t y  and now even  th r e e  o f  th e  l o c a l  h ig h  c h o o ls  a r e  
to p  have  two p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  s a t i o n e d  in  them . None o f  t h i s  sh o u ld  
be n e c e s s a r y .
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I  am a lo n g  t im e  R e p u b lic a n  and do n o t in te n d  to  c h an g e . To th e  b e s t  
o f  my a b i l i t y  I  h ave  c o n t r ib u t e d  o f t e n  to  may R e p u b lic a n  a c t i v i t i e s .  
You w i l l  f i n d  my name in  a l o t  o f  t h e i r  r e c o r d s ,  The RNC, th e  NRCC, 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  o u r US C o n g re s s io n a l  team  e t c .  I  h ave  even 
r e c ie v d  fo rm a l  i n v i t a t i o n s  to  W h ite  House d i n n e r s .  T h e se  o f  c o u r s e  
a r e  im p o s s ib le  f o r  u s to  a t t e n d ,  we c a n n o t a f f o r d  su ch  c o s s t s .
My c o n t r i b u t i o n s  c a n n o t be l a r g e  on e s b u t  e v e r y  b i t  doe s h e lp .
I  v o te d  f o r  you and would g l a d l y  do so  a g a in .  However I  am n o t 
s u r e  t h a t  I  c o u ld  s p a re  fu n d s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  d o n a t io n s  to  c o n t in u e .
I f  we s e n io r  c i t i z e n s  a r e  n o t c a r r y i n g  o u r s h a r e  o f  th e  b u rd en  
n e i t h e r  a r e  we th e  c a u se  o f  th e  p ro b le m s . T h e re  a r e  some who w ish  
t h a t  we s h o u ld  a l l  go away and d ie  som ewhere e l s e .  I  do n o t in te n d  
to  le a v e  A la s k a .
I  t h in k  t h a t  you made a n e x c e l l e n t  c h o ic e  in  a p p o in y in g  y o u r 
d a u g h te r  t o  become a US S e n a to r .  I  c e r t a i n l y  d i s a g r e e  w ith  h e r  
th o u g h t s  on a few  t h in g s  b u t  I  b e l i e v e  sh e  w i l l  be a m ost 
e x c e l l e n t  and i n t e l l i g e n t  s e n a to r  and th u s  I  w i l l  s u p p o r t  h e r .
I  do n o t know w hat pow er you have a s  g o v e rn o r  b u t  I  do hope t h a t  
you can  f i n d  a way to  s to p  some o f  th e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a re  g o in g  on .
I  would hope t h a t  you c o u ld  f i n d  so m e th in g  b e t t e r  t h a t  th e  s e n io r s  
bonus to  c lo o s  down. I  do n o t t h in k  t h a t  u n a t w i l l  r e s u l t  in  th e  
s a v in g s  you h ave  been  le d  to  b e l i e v e  would h app en .

3140 W 7 9 th  Ave
A n ch o ra g e , A la s k a  99502-4406
Oh 907 243 4648
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To: Senator Lyda Green 
Cc: Senator Wilken and other members of the Fiance Committee 
From: Carter Crawford, concerned constituent and ardent supporter of our 

Interior delegation, especially our Senators!
RE: Human Services Matching Grant and Longevity Bonus

Please hold to the Senate position and cut tl e Bonus. My thoughts:

Like the PFD, it is a bonus not an entitlement
You may have heard from 500 to up to 1000 seniors who want it left in. Where are 
the 16,500 who get it who are not complaining? They are accepting it.
Of those in real need, they can get it from the state. Even if that cost S17M you still 
save S30M
This issue has a lot to do with the name. What if the state had called it Senior State 
Assistance, or Senior Welfare replacement or Senior Living Coupons? Then 
according to most of the protesters that would be beneath their dignity and they 
would not have cashed the checks.

In every other state and for all of us for whom this gift is not available, we have had 
to plan without it, and even to think maybe no social security. I do not think we 
should be rewarding those who did not plan, used the state for their support and 
never gave a thought to the fact that a bonus is not a state welfare requirement

Finally I am amused these folks threaten to leave the state. Where are they going to 
go? If they can not afford the loss, how and where are going to move. Again, they 
have not planned or they would realize their tax obligation outside is going to 
double at the least and more likely quadruple.

Read the latest AARP Magazine and see how seniors in Colorado are coping with an 
unexpected and dramatic increase in property taxes. They are showing me the kind 
of grit and ingenuity I  thought our seniors had.

O f the S30M savings PLEASE reconsider your position on the Matching Grant. I 
am a fiscally conservative somewhat moderate Republican and when I sav this is the 
state’s best investment I  mean it. You save money, a lot of money bv giving just 
S1.7M to the non-profits. They do the work for you and more important they build 
programs that reduce and even eliminate the need for welfare from the state. It is 
the best model for a state, municipality and local business partnership you have.
And it should be used as the model for more state programs.

9074568225 T-162
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Also keep in mind that several agencies support the very seniors who are 
complaining to you now about the Bonus!

You want to cut state spending first. This is the best way to accomplish this.

Also I am going to commit political heresy and tell you to hold the line on education. 
I understand a group is meeting Wed night that has facts and figures on the waste 
and abuse in administration. I  want education dollars to go to programs and 
teachers and when the administration costs are the problem then the only way to 
stop it is to not give them any more money and see where they really c u t  They 
threaten by suggesting programs they know will cause a big outcry, but in the end 
they will cut administration. When I went to public school we had no after school 
activities unless the parents wanted to volunteer or send us to private lessons. We 
did not even have sports or exercise until 7th grade. Now we property owners must 
bare the entire cost o f sending miss muffet to trumpet lessons. Give me a break and 
make the parents pay for it.
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Child Find 
of America

:i$95
FNDR $2 ADMIN $6 RES -$ 4
Child Find works to  resolve the 
more thap 20 .000  m issing-child  
cases tha t are reported to  it each 
year. It perform s in-house inves­
tiga tions and m ediates between 
warring  slpouses in  cases involv­
ing children abducted by a par­
ent. Founded in 1980, it  Is the 
only group tha t specifica lly  ta r­
gets the prevention of parental 
abductions, which account for
354,000 of the nearly 1 m illion  
reported bnnual m issing-child 
cases in the country.
ANNUAL REVENUE $253,000 
800-426-5578, www.ctiiWftidofamerlca.org

Children's Defense 
Fund
eb :::& 5 0
ENDR $5 ADMIN $9 RES $35
Under the leadership o f president 
and founder Marian W right Edel- 
man, the Children's Defense Fund 
is a force that legislators Ignore 
at the ir peril, It was the orig ina l 
advocate of the Act to  Leave No 
Cnild Behind—pending leg is la­
tion  tha t strives to provide health 
insurance to 'a ll kids; expand 
Head S tart; increase family-ieave 
tim e; boost the m in im um  wage; 
increase tax benefits 'fo r families, 
pa rticu la rly  those w ith  low 
Incomes; and prevent youthfu l 
offenders from  being locked up 
w ith  adults.
ANNUAL REVENUE $22.2 MIL 
202-628-8787, www.chsdftrotiafitrtjc.org

Child Welfare League 
of America
EHXi$88
FN0R $2 AOMIN $3 RES S8
The League guides 1,155 m em ber 
agencies devoted to im proving 
the lives of a t-risk kids through 
abuse prevention, youth devel­
opment. ch ild  care, adoption and 
foster care programs, and pro­
gram s fo r pregnant and parent­
ing teens. It w rites national 
standards for the agencies and 
helps them  deliver the ir services 
m ore efficiently.
ANNUAL REVENUE $19,1 MIL 
202-6^M52j<ww£wt»;org

'Communities 
in Schools

l z z r;$ 8 9 -
FNDr'$£'A*M1U_£13..
CIS brings c ritica l children's

resources such as health clin ics, 
m entoring programs, rape coun­
seling, and vocational tra in ing to 
where the kids are—school. It has 
come to 2 ,300  schools na tion­
wide, reaching 1.4 m illion  school­
ch ildren, and, in the process, 
free ing teachers to  teach. It was 
co-founded by a school dropout 
in  1977, as Cities in Schools. 
ANNUAL REVENUE $8.9 MIL 
800-247 4S43, WWVXCisnetofg

Family Violence 
Prevention Fund
SHLi$75
FNDR $2 AOMIN $2 RES 522
Thirty-one percent o f Am erican 
wom en say they've been physi­
ca lly o r sexually abused by a 
partner. The Family Violence Pre­
vention Fund is try ing  to stop the 
ho rro r and make life better for 
v ic tim s. It provides translators for 
non-English-speaking victim s, 
advises judges, educates health . 
care professionals, and counsels 
employers of abused workers. 
ANNUAL REVENUE $8.3 MIL 
415-252-8900. www.eiMabuse.org

Girl Scouts 
of the USA 
2 8 2 ”: $34'
FNDR $1 ADMIN $9 RES $5
The prem le i ro u t in g  group for 
g irls  teaches valuable life s' 'Is 
w h ile  bu ild ing self-esteem, It 
nelps 3.7 m illion  girls, ages 5 
to  17. broaden the ir horizons 
through m ath and science in itia ­
tives, sports, environm ental pro­
jects, and contact w ith  h igh- 
profile  wom en such as senators.
It recently introduced new badges 
to reflect what m odern g ir ls  do. 
ANNUAL REVENUE $67.3 MIL 
800-478-7248, www.gMscoutt.org

Girls Inc. 
E8 "J$ 6 3 *
FNOR $12 ADMIN 513 RES $13 
It's  here to make g ir ls  "strong, 
sm art, and b o ld " G irls Inc, pro­
grams prom ote academ ic goals

In econom ic literacy, m ath, and 
science, along w ith  social ones 
such as avoiding pregnancy, 
drugs, and violence. O rig ina lly 
the Girls Clubs of Am erica, s ta rt­
ed in 1864, Girls Inc. redefined 
itse lf in 1990 when the Boys 
Clubs of America expanded to 
include both sexes,
ANNUAL REVENUE $8.9 MIL 
800-374-4475, www-gitlstoe.org

Goodwill Industries 
International
2H5j $84w
FNDR $0.01 AOMIN $15 RES $1
Goodwill helps the unem ployed— 
chiefly the disabled and d isad­
vantaged unem ployed—train for 
and find  jobs, e ither inside Ihe 
organization (runn ing the th rift 
shops whose profits make up half 
its oparating revenue) o r <-utside.' 
To remove barrie rs to  em ploy­
ment, i t  provides ch ild  care, 
transportation, counseling, and 
life-skills  training.
ANNUAL REVENUE $22.3 MIL 
800-664-6577, www.goo4wiH.org

Habitat for Humanity ;
SBC; $65’ •
FNOR $19 ADMIN 54 RES $13
Donors and recipients both make 
an investment in th is feel-good 
program. Donors supply m ateri­
als and some labor: recipients 
put in sweat equ ity for a down 
payment on a home, w ith  an 
average price of $49,000. In 
its fiscal year 2000, Hab ita t fo r 
Hum anity bu ilt 18,468 homes 
worldwide, bring ing its  total to
120,000 since 1976. Having 
fo rm er president J im m y Carter 
so closely identified w ith  the 
pro ject Is a PR coup,
ANNUAL REVENUE $165.1 MIL 
800-422-4828, www.habilat.org

Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving
SHE., j $66
FNDR $14 AOMIN $12 RES $8 
After her 4-year-old died when a

drunk driver rear-ended her car, 
M illie Webb helped s ta rt MAL)u; 
she is now its national president. 
Since 1980, when.MADD was 
founded, its 600-odd chapters 
have lobbied’ successfully fo r the 
passage of 2 ,300 drunk-driving 
and underage-drinking-pneventioii 
laws and created the campaign 
that has made "designated driver" 
a household phrase. In 1980,
28,000 Americans a year were 
killed by drunk drivers, Now that 
number is down to 16,000.
ANNUAL REVENUE $46.9 MIL . 
800-438-6233, wwwmixid.org

Ms. Foundation 
for Women
H O $ 4 7
FNDR $7 ADMIN $10 RES 536
The group is dedicated to helping 
create economic opportun ities 
fo r low-income women by fund­
ing cofnmunity-based organiza­
tions that press fo r be tter wages 
and working conditions. It  assists 
coalitions that push fo r increased 
services for women on welfare 
and backs groups that m on ito r 
domestic-abuse cases. Its flow  o f 
funds to  programs appears low 
due to m ultiyear grants tha t are 
tem porarily  restricted fo r use. 
ANNUAL REVENUE $16.7 MIL 
212-742-2300, www.m3.foun4Hlon.ori

National Center 
for Missing and 
Exploited Children
eb e ::!$83‘
FNDR $4 . AOMIN 53 RES $10
The Center is the b ra inch ild  of 
John Walsh, host of the te levi­
sion program A m e rica 's  M ost 
W anted, whose son Adam was 
abducted and m urdered at age 
6. Founded nearly 20  years ago, 
the Center created the firs t 
nationw ide m lssing-ch ild ren 
em ergency-refponse system by 
coord inating the e fforts  of law 
enforcement agencies, leg is la ­
tors, educators, and tne pub lic . 
More than 16.000 reta il stores 
such as W al-M art and Home 
Depot, as well as museums and
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^  s e * a t ° A *  ^ e ew  1 ° '  co" c c & 0°^ _ • Eva Lyn M. Casey
^ c t 1 '  8 4 8 0  J « w e l  L a k e  R d *• • Anchorage / AK 99502

.? a65 ' 907 243 8530
March 29, 2003

S e n a to r  John  CowdreyMember, S en a te  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  Committee Member, S e n a te  F in an ce  Subcomm itteere  Governor Rss B i l l  to  F re e z eEl i g i b i l i t y f o r  & Fund 
E e a r  S e n a to r  Cowdrey: lo n g e v i ty  P rogram  2004
P le a s e  c o n s id e r  th e  s u g g e s t io n s  in  my l e t t e r ^ a n d ^ i t ' s 
a tta c h m en ts  even though  I  am n o t from  you r d i s t r i c t .
Your rem a rk s d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  com m ittee h e a r in g  on SB 117 cau se  me to  b e l ie v e  you would be among th o se  L e g i s l a t o r s  
most l i k e l y  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  a b i l l  such a s  th a t  s u g e s te d  below would we a humane and r a t i o n a l  way to  t r e a t  th e  c r i s i s  t h a t  looms o ve r a l l  o f  u s t r u l y  dependent on th e  payments we re c e iv e — and g e t  th e  Governor and th e  R epub lic an  m a jo r i ty  o f f  th e  h o t 6 ea t th e  i s s u e  has 
c r e a te d .
o r f i r s t  im po rtan ce  to  th e  p rog ram ’ s p re s e n t  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  
i s ,  o f  c o u rs e , " p u t t in g  fu n d in g  f o r  th e  f i s c a l  y e a r  t h a t  b e g in s  J u l y  i s tV  2003, in  p la c e . You have hea rd  a g r e a t  
cTeal a l r e a d y  on th eT u rgency  o f  s e e in g  th a t  i s  done.

p N e x t ,  i f  th e  b i l l  makes i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  th o se  r e c ip ie n t s  **“ who, a t  p re s e n t ,  a re  in  c irc u m s ta n c e s  such t h a t  th e y  cou ld  o p t out  o f  th e  program  with o u y  lo o s in g  e l i g i b i l i t y too r e tu r n  
co i t  l a t e r  i f  t h e i r  c irc u m sta n c e s  change and f in a n c e s  d e t e r i o r a t e ,  you m igh t w e ll c re a te  a s e l f - a d m in i s t e r i n g  i and n o n -b u re a u c ra t ic  fo rm  o f p r a c t i c a l  *moa ns t e s t i n g . "   I

•  /  n c  -------
Such a b i l l  m igh t even be a v e h ic le  to  r e c r e a te  some o f th e  b ip a r t i s a n s h ip  so n o t ic a b ly  la c k in g  bo f a r  in  t h i s  s e s s io n  where le a d e r s  o f  th e  M in o r i ty  have n o t even been 
in s id e  th e  G o ve rn o r's  o f f i c e  a c co rd in g  to  s ta te m e n ts  in  p r e s s  b r i e f i n g s
As f o r  " t r a d e - o f f s "  HB 11 from  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Rokeberg 
does appea r to  be a v ia b le  in c rem en ta l s te p  fo rw a rd  in  
e a s in g  f i s c a l  gap d ilem m as. V ery  s in c e r e ly rcc? S e n a te  and House M a jo r i ty  yy
and M in o r i ty  l e a d e r s ,  Rep. Norman
Rokebe rg , C h a irs  House and Sen a te  Casey yS ta t e  A f f a i r s  and F in a n c e , and /G overnor Murkowski

P S : P le a s e  d e le te  o r d * f * a t  SB 117 and HB 158



KENNETH D. BREWER 
1701 TAMARACK STREET 

FAIRBANKS ALASKA 99709

March 25, 2003
Senator Gary Wilken 
Senate Bill 117

It sometimes amazes me as to how fast people forget about our pioneers. Just to 
let you know, I do not receive the Longevity Bonus, I am only sixty-four years old and 
have lived in Fairbanks since nineteen sixty nine and therefore do no qualify.

My only concern is the pioneers that are on a fixed budget. The bonus acts as a 
supplement to their Social Security Benefits and to help pay for their Medicare 
prescriptions. Depriving them o f  a supplement as small as $250.00 means a lot to them 
and please do not kid yourself, there are a lot o f  them out there.

I checked my social security benefits, factored in my living cost, placed myself on 
a fixed budget and decided to see if  I could live in Alaska afler I retired. My budget 
didn't last one month when my vehicles broke down costing me seven hundred dollars to 
repair. There went that budget.

The point is simple; not everyone has a nice retirement. The best retirements 
have been given to the people in the school systems, government workers and union 
workers.

I feel that our pioneers should be rewarded and encouraged to stay in Alaska for 
the sake o f  Alaska. I myself will probably have to move to a warmer climate. In the 
mean time I will tell you like I told Joe Hayes, don’t mess with the permanent fund 
dividend unless you’re looking for another job. I will say the same thing to you when 
you start taking things away from the pioneers. The thing that you want to remember 
is.... can you afford to give up votes. My family votes every time and my front yard 
becomes a billboard on how we feel.

I have one suggestion: If you wish to save dollars, reduce government, 1 
understand that the State o f  Alaska is some thirty thousand strong and still growing.

G^ICS / o o p /



March 13 , 2003 i y .  j

Senator Gaiy Wilken
Room 518; 3rd Floor, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Wilken:

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski’s proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance.

Cub 'ng these programs will adversely affect a person’s ability to “age in place,” 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their “one and only” meal of the day.

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs.
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them.

Sincerely,



March 13 , 200 3

Senator Gary Wilken
Room 518 , 3rd Floor, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Wilken:

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski’s proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Communily Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance.

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person’s ability to "age in place,” 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their “one and only” meal of the day.

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs.
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them.

u l ' C \  S ' -



March 13 , 2003 0
Senator Gary Wilken
Room 518, 3rd Floor, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Wilken:

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski’s proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance.

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person’s ability to “age in place,” 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their “one and only" meal of the day.

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs.
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them.

Since™1"



March 12, 2003

S enator G ary W ilken
Room 518, 3rd Floor, S ta te  Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S ena to r W ilken:

I am  w riting  th is le tte r in p ro te s t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p roposed  elim ination 
of the  Longevity Bonus an d  the  H um an Services C om m unity  M atching G rant 
(HSCMG) program s. Both p rogram s provide su p p o rt to F airbanks seniors, m any 
of who are  low -incom e an d  suffer w ith health  problem s. In  Fairbanks, the  
HSCMG funds the  M eals on W heels service for sen iors th a t is adm in istered  by 
the N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. The HSCMG program  also funds o ther 
com m unity  agencies th a t provide help to low -incom e sen iors such  as free food, 
care fo r the  dying, an d  legal assistance.

Cutting these  program s will adversely affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to  “age in place,” 
stay healthy, and  rem ain  in d ependen t. Having to  m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying needed prescrip tion  m edicine is n o t fair to  A laska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend  on th e ir  longevity bonus as p a r t of th e ir  m onthly  
incom e. They also d epend  on  receiving the ir hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich for 
m any is th e ir  “one and  only” m eal o f the day.

I urge you to  re insta te  the  A laska Longevity Eonus and  the  HSCMG program s.
W e need  to be respectful o f o u r elders, no t abuse them .

Sincerely,

I LKJ. 0 /  h; f  if-
(-1 3  U s  cl rl 7 f i t
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March 12 , 2003

S enator G ary W ilken
Room 518 , 3rd Floor, State Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S enato r W ilken:

I am  w riting  th is  le tte r in p ro tes t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p roposed  elim ination  
of th e  Longevity Bonus and the  H um an  Services C om m unity  M atching  G ran t 
(HSCMG) program s. Both p ro g ram s provide su p p o rt to F a irbanks sen iors, m any 
of w ho are  low -incom e and  suffer w ith health  problem s. In  Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the  M eals on W heels service for sen iors th a t is ad m in is tered  by 
the N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. T he HSCMG program  also funds o th e r 
com m unity  agencies th a t provide help  to low -incom e sen io rs  such  as free food, 
care for th e  dying, and  legal assistance.

C utting these  program s will adversely  affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to “age in place,” 
stay  healthy , and  rem ain  in d ependen t. Having to m ake a choice betw een  buying 
food vs. buying needed prescrip tion  m edicine is no t fair to A laska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on th e ir longevity bonus as p a rt o f th e ir  m onth ly  
incom e. They also depend on receiving th e ir hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich for 
m any is th e ir  “one and  only” m eal o f the  day.

I urge you to re in sta te  the  Alaska Longevity Bonus and  the HSCMG program s.
We need  to be respectful of o u r e lders, no t abuse  them .

Sincerely,



M arch 12, 2003

Senator Gary W ilken
Room 518, 3 rd Floor, S tate  Capitol
Juneau , AK 99811

D ear S enato r Wilken:

I am  w riting th is le tte r in p ro tes t of G overnor M urkow ski’s p ro posed  elim ination 
of the Longevity Bonus and  th e  H um an Services C om m unity  M atching  G ran t 
(HSCMG) program s. Both p rogram s provide su p p o rt to Fairbanks sen iors, m any 
of who are low -incom e and  suffer w ith health  p rob lem s. In  F airbanks, the  
HSCMG funds the M eals on W heels service fo r sen io rs  th a t is ad m in is te red  by 
the N orth  S ta r C o \ncil on Aging. The HSCMG p rog ram  also funds o th e r 
com m unity  apciicies th a t provide help  to low -incom e sen iors such  as free food, 
care for the dying, an d  legal assistance.

Cutting these p rogram s will adversely affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to "age in place,” 
stay  healthy, and  rem ain  independen t. Having to m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying needed prescrip tion  m edicine is no t fa ir to A laska’s o ldest 
citizens. Seniors depend  on th e ir longevity bonus as p a rt of th e ir  m onth ly  
incom e. They also depend  011 receiving the ir h om e-delivered  m eal, which for 
m any is th e ir “one and  only” m eal of the day.

I urge you to re insta te  the Alaska Longevity Bonus an d  th e  HSCMG program s.
W e need  to be respectful o f ou r elders, not abuse  them .



March 12 , 2003

S enator G ary W ilken
Room 518, 3rd Floor, S tate  Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S enato r W ilken:

I am  w riting  th is le tte r in p ro tes t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p roposed  elim ination 
of th e  Longevity Bonus and the  H um an  Services C om m unity M atching G rant 
(HSCMG) program :,. Both p rog ram s provide su p p o rt to F airbanks seniors, m any 
of who are low -incom e and  suffer w ith health  problem s. In  Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the  M eals on W heels service for sen iors th a t is adm in is te red  by 
the  N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. T he HSCMG program  also funds o th e r 
com m unity  agencies th a t provide help  to  low -incom e sen iors such  as free food, 
care for th e  dying, and  legal assistance.

C utting these  p rogram s will adversely  affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to “age in place,” 
stay  healthy, and  rem ain  independen t. Having to m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying needed  prescrip tion  m edicine is no t fair to A laska’s o ldest 
citizens. Seniors depend  on th e ir longevity  bonus as p a rt o f th e ir m onth ly  
incom e. They also depend  on  receiving th e ir hom e-delivered  m eal, which for 
m any is th e ir  “one and  only” m eal o f the  day.

I u rge you to re in sta te  the Alaska Longevity Bonus and  the  HSCMG program s.
We need to be espectful of ou r elders, n o t abuse them .



March 12 , 2003

S enator Gary W ilken
Room 518, 3rd Floor, S ta te  Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S enato r W ilken:

I am  w riting  th is le tte r in p ro te s t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p ro p o sed  e lim ination  
of the  Longevity B onus and  the  H um an  Services C om m unity M atching  G ran t 
(HSCMG) program s. Both program s provide su p p o rt to Fairbanks sen io rs, m any 
of w ho are low -incom e and  suffer w ith  health  problem s. In  F a irbanks, the  
HSCMG funds the  M eals on W heels service for sen iors th a t is ad m in is te red  by 
the  N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. T he HSCMG program  also funds o th e r 
com m unity  agencies th a t provide h e lp  to low -incom e sen iors such  as free  food, 
care for the  dying, an d  legal assistance.

C utting these  p rogram s will adversely  affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to  “age in p lace ,” 
stay  healthy, and  rem ain  in d ependen t. H aving to  m ake a choice berw een buying 
food vs. buying needed  p rescrip tion  m edicine is n o t fair to A laska’s o ldest 
citizens. Seniors d epend  on th e ir  longevity bonus as p a rt of th e ir  m on th ly  
incom e. They also depend  on receiving th e ir  hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich  for 
m any is th e ir  “one an d  only” m eal o f the day.

I urge you to  re insta te  the Alaska Longevity B onus and  the HSCMG prog ram s.
We need  to be respectful of ou r e lders, no t abuse  them .

Sincerely,



March 12 , 2003

S enato r G aiy W ilken
Room  518, 3rd Floor, S ta te  Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S enator W ilken:

I am  w riting th is le tte r in  p ro te s t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p roposed  elim ination 
of the  Longevity Bonus an d  th e  H um an  Services C om m unity  M atching G rant 
(HSCMG) program s. Both p rog ram s provide su p p o rt to F airbanks seniors, m any 
of who are low -incom e an d  suffer w ith  health  problem s. In  Fairbanks, the  
HSCMG funds the M eals on  W heels service for sen iors th a t  is adm in istered  by 
the N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. The HSCMG program  also funds o th er 
com m unity  agencies th a t p rovide help  to  low -incom e sen iors such as free food, 
care for the dying, an d  legal assistance.

C utting these  program s will adversely  affect a perso n ’s ability  to “age in place,” 
s tay  healthy, and  rem ain  in d ependen t. Having to m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying needed p rescrip tion  m edicine is n o t fa ir to  A laska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend  on th e ir  longevity bonus as p a r t o f th e ir m onthly 
incom e. They also d epend  on receiving the ir hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich for 
m any  is th e ir “one an d  only” m eal of the  day.

I urge you to re in sta te  the  A laska Longevity Bonus and  the  HSCMG program s.
W e need  to  be  respectful o f o u r elders, no t abuse them .



March 12 ,2 0 0 3

S enato r Gary W ilken
Room 518 , 3rd Floor, S ta te  Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S enator W ilken:

I am  w riting th is le tte r in  p ro te s t of G overnor M urkow ski’s p ro p o sed  elim ination  
of the  Longevity Bonus an d  th e  H um an  Services C om m unity  M atch ing  G ran t 
(HSCMG) p rogram s. Both p rog ram s provide su p p o rt to  F a irbanks sen iors, m any 
of w ho are  low -incom e an d  suffer w ith  health  p rob lem s. In  Fairbanks, th e  
HSCMG funds the  M eals on W heels service for sen io rs  th a t is ad m in is te red  by 
the  N orth  S tar Council on Aging. The HSCMG program  also funds o th e r 
com m unity  agencies th a t p rovide help  to low -incom e sen iors such  as free  food, 
care for th e  dying, a n d  legal assistance.

C utting these  p rog ram s will adversely  affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to “age in place,” 
s tay  healthy, and  rem ain  in d ependen t. H aving to  m ake a choice betw een  buying 
food vs. buying needed  p rescrip tion  m edicine is n o t fa ir to  A laska’s o ldest 
citizens. Seniors depend  on the ii longevity bonus as p a rt o f th e ir  m onth ly  
incom e. They also depend  on receiving th e ir hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich for 
m any  is th e ir  “one an d  only” m eal o f the  day.

I urge you to  re in sta te  the  A laska Longevity B onus an d  the  HSCM G program s.
W e need  to  be respectful o f ou r elders, no t abuse them .

Sincerely, ^  /  D

A t  9 0 0 1 " ^



March 12 , 2003

Spnator G ary W ilken
Room 518 , 3rd Floor, State Capitol
Juneau', AK 99811

D ear S ena to r W ilken:

I am  w riting th is le tte r in p ro tes t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p ro p o sed  elim ination  
of the  Longevity Bonus and th e  H um an Services C om m unity  M atch ing  G ran t 
(HSCMG) program s. Both p rogram s provide su p p o rt to  F a irbanks sen iors, m any 
of who a re  low -incom e and suffer w ith  health  problem s. In F a irbanks, th e  
HSCMG funds th e  M eals on W heels service for sen iors th a t is ad m in is te red  by 
the N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. The HSCMG prog ram  also fu n d s  o th e r 
com m unity  agencies th a t provide help  to low -incom e sen iors such  as free  food, 
care for th e  dying, and legal assistance.

C utting th ese  p rogram s will adversely affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to  "age in p lace ,” 
stay  healthy, an d  rem ain  independen t. H aving to  m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying needed prescrip tion  m edicine is n o t fair to A laska’s o ldest 
citizens. Sen iors depend  on the ir longevity bonus as p a rt o f th e ir  m onth ly  
incom e. They also depend  on receiving th e ir hon ie-delivered  m eal, w hich for 
m any is th e ir  “one and  only” m eal o f the  day.

I urge you to  re in sta te  the  A laska Longevity Bonus and  the  HSCM G program s.
We need  to  be respectful of ou r elders, not abuse them.

(

3 , 9 ^ 1

pey

Sincerely,



March 12 , 2003

S enator Gary W ilken
Room 518, 3rd Floor, S tate  Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S en a to r W ilken:

I am  w riting  th is  le tte r in p ro te s t o f  G overnor M urkow ski’s p ro p o sed  elim ination  
of th e  Longevity B onus and  th e  H um an  Services C om m unity M atching G rant 
(HSCMG) program s. Both p rog ram s provide sup p o rt to Fa rbanks seniors, m any 
of w ho are low -incom e an d  suffer w ith health  problem s. In  F airbanks, the  
HSCMG funds the  M eals on W heels service for sen iors th a t is adm in istered  by 
the N o rth  S ta r Council on Aging. T he HSCMG program  also funds o th er 
com m unity  agencies th a t provide help  to low -incom e sen iors such  as free food, 
care for th e  dying, and  legal assistance.

C utting these  p rog ram s will adversely  affect a person  s ability  to  “age in place,” 
stay healthy , and  rem ain  in d ep en d en t. Having to  m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying needed  prescrip tion  m edicine is not fair to A laska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors d en en d  on th e ir  longevity bonus as p a rt of th e ir  m onthly  
incom e. They also d e fe n d  on receiving the ir hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich for 
m any is th e ir  “one an d  only” m eal o f  the  day.

I urge you to  re in sta te  th e  A laska Longevity Bonus and  the  HSCMG program s.
We need  to  be respectful of o u r elders, not abuse them .

Sincerely,



March 12 , 200 3

S enator G ary W ilken
Room 518, 3rd Floor, S tate  Capitol
Juneau , AK 99811

D ear S enato r W ilken:

I am  w riting  th is  le tte r in p ro te s t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p ro posed  elim ination  
of the  Longevity B onus an d  th e  H um an Services C om m unity  M atch ing  G ran t 
(HSCMG) p rogram s. Both p rogram s provide su p p o rt to  F a irbanks sen io rs, m any 
of who are low -incom e an d  suffer w ith health  problem s. In  Fairbanks, Lie 
HSCMG funds th e  M eals on W heels service fo r sen iors th a t  is ad m in is te red  by 
the N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. The HSCMG program  also funds o th e r 
com m unity  agencies th a t p rovide help to  low -incom e sen iors such  as free food, 
care for the dying, an d  legal assistance.

C utting these  p rog ram s will adversely affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to  ,:age in p lace ,” 
stay  healthy, a n d  rem ain  in d e p tn d e n t. Having to  m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying  needed  p rescrip tion  m edicine is no t fa ir to A laska’s o ldest 
citizens. Sen iors d epend  on th e ir longevity b o nus as p a rt o f th e ir  m onth ly  
incom e. They also d epend  on  receiving the ir hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich  for 
m any is th e ir  “one an d  only” m eal of the  day.

I urge you to  re in s ta te  the  A laska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG program s.
W e need  to  be respectful o f our elders, no t abuse them .

Sincerely,



V ,

3034 Rivervicw Drive 
Fairbanks. AK 99709 
March 31, 2003

Senator Gary Wilken 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Wilken,

Thank you for your letter o f  March 24, 2003 concerning your ideas on thw l. n.gevily Bonus. I 
will try to answer at least some o f  your questions.

First let me tell you a little about myself. I have lived in Fairbanks since 1947, and am a retired 
widow. For the past 48 years 1 have lived at 3034 Rivervicw Drive, and had hoped to live out the 
rest o f my years here where all my children were raised. But, in order to do that I need the 
Longevity Bonus to help pay the bills.

Originally the Longevity Bonus was established to reward seniors over 65, who had lived in 
Alaska for 25 years or more. Then as the result o f  a law suit that claimed discrimination, 
eligibility was enlarged to include all residents over 65, if they had lived here for at least one year. 
Then in 1996 the legislature passed a bill to phase out these benefits, but allowed those receiving 
it to continue getting it until their death. The Seniors planned accordingly and thought this was 
going to be the end o f  it. When my husband died 16 years ago that was a blow to my finances, 
but I have managed to stay in my home with the help o f the Longevity Bonus.

Just in the past few months my heating oil has gone from $1.10 to $1.37 per gallon. My 
homeowners insurance has increased $80.00 a year, plus groceries and many other necessities 
have also gone up in price.

I realize that the Slate must raise money to c'wer the budget but I do nol think the Seniors should, 
be hit so hard when many o f them arc too old or too ill lo go back to work.

I would be in favor o f  re-establishing the School Tax and possibly increasing it. Also how about 
instituting a six month sales lax or a state income lax. Most slates have one. Either o f these 
would be more fair than wiping out the Longevity Bonus that the old folks need. No one is going 
to lure a 75 >eai old when so many younger workers are available.

Sincerely,

Mary Caiie
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April 7, 2003

Dear Legislator:

Governor Murkowski’s proposal to end Alaska’s Longevity Bonus program
July 1,2003 is a slap in the face to seniors. He says let them go on welfare 
although that would gain nothing because the money would still come from 
the government.

Many seniors have planned their retirement with the Longevity Bonus as an 
income so they can stay in Alaska.

At the time the Longevity Fund was proposed, its purpose was to provide 
incentive to seniors to remain in Alaska following their retirement, and to 
net sell their property and go south with the money,

The Longevity Fund should be retained because it benefits the State o f 
Alaska’s economy in the following ways:

1. Seniors’ social security money plus other retirement money they 
earn would stay in Alaska;

2. The $250 per month helps seniors to pay for the higher cost of 
living caused by the higher prices in Alaska from freight charges;

3. The Longevity Bonus was never considered as welfare. It was a 
plan to benefit the economy of Alaska.

4. The people receiving the bonus are 75 years o f age or older and ten 
years from now, many will no longer be here.

I urge you to retain the Alaska Longevity Bonus for Alaskan seniors. Thank 
you for your consideration of this request.
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a l a s k a  Watch  dog

Proposed Cuts

We have 20  Senators and 40  Representatives in our State Legislature. While they are in 
Juneau they are each given a $160.00/day per diem. A few years ago they only wanted to 
spend 9 0  days or 3 months In session and not the 180 days or 6  months that they currently do. 
Let’s  g-ant them that request. It would mean a saving of $864 ,000 .00  each and every year, 
i nls would be a start in reducing the deficit. And while they are at It why not look at all the 
other agencies and departments instead of just one or two. They could take a 10% cut right 
across the board.

During the height of the pipeline we all did well. Everyone received good salaries. But now 
the pipeline and good times are over. Everyone except the politicians and state employees 
have since had to receive harsh cut backs or lost their jobs outright. In fact the politicians and 
state employees have never had to cut back and have actually enjoyed ra ises and better pay. 
It’s  time that the politicians and state employees also feel the pinch and start cinching in their 
own belts. The elderly, middle and low-income people should no longer be the only ones to 
shoulder the burden of a gluttonous government.

Don't let the politicians put a guilt trip on you either about putting your children in debt. The 
politicians are the ones that are guilty of that. They have never kept their political promises 
and now they want to ruin the economy for all Alaskans.

Start keeping a little black book with names, promises and actions. At the next election take a 
good look at your notes, Don't make the same mistake twice.

Melvin L. Treseler 
5714 Howell Road 

Salcha, Alaska 99714 
907-48*7722


