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For the record the following is atext of my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee on April
15,2003.

Good evening Senator Green and members of the committee. My name is John Cannon, 1live at
3101 Whispering Woods Dr, Wasilla. 1 am strongly opposed to the 2,2 million dollars in
reductions to Community Developmental Disabilities Grants that were in the Governor’s budget
and in the operating budget recently passed by the house. These cuts are nol fair, go too deep
and seriously jeopardize the safety net for many Alaskans with DD. Frankly, these cuts were
hastily arrived at by the new administration after a superficial review of services in our stale.
Some of you were in the legislature when our state closed Harborview. The significance of that
event for persons wilh DD cannot be over stated. With the closing of Harborview, Alaska made a
promise to its citizens with developmental disabilities that never again will any Alaskan, because
of his or her disability, be sent away from their families, their extended families, their friends,
and their home communities. The closing of Haborview meant Ihat Alaskans with
developmental disabilities were finally welcomed into the family of Alaska. Itis a shameful and
sad time in Alaskan history when our Governor and our House of Representatives say to citizens
with DD that Alaska is going to break that promise. Itis adisgrace when 1300 Alaskans who arc
waiting for needed services are told that the basic safety net of services will no longer be
provided. In recent legislative sessions our State Senators have been the more reasonable voice
of our legislature. Wilh a brand new administration and so many new faces in our House of
Representatives Alaskans with developmental disabilities arc counting on the Senate’s
experience and reasonableness, now, more than ever before. These reductions will cause serious
harm lo Alaskans with DD and their families. It’s up to you senators to do the right thing. Don’t
tum your back on this group of Alaskans. Restore the cuts to the community dd budget, Thank
youl.

Sincerely,

John Cannon
376-6063
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John & Sharon Cannon
3101 Whispering Woods Dr.
Wasilla, AK 99654
(907) 376-6063
zeke99(g)gci.iict

April 17,2003

Senator Lyda Green
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Thank you for taking time out of your incredibly busy schedule last week to return my call. |
apologize for not being available when you called. The reason | wanted to speak with you is
because 1 am gravely concerned about the current operating budget reductions to the Community
Developmental Disabilities Granls. As stated in my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
on April 15thl strongly believe that these cuts will seriously compromise the safety net available
to Alaskans with developmental disabilities and their families. All indications are that these cuts
were arrived at by the new administration alter a superficial review, if any, of the Community
Developmental Disabilities services in our state.

My vocation over the last 20 years has been to support Alaskans wilh Developmental Disabilities
to Jive successfully in the community. | have personally witnessed how these funds have helped
hundreds of individuals/families avert crisis and avoid more expensive services such as those
funded by Medicaid. The Developmental Disabilities community is willing lo take its fair share
of cuts however the level of cuts in the governor’s budget and the operating budget approved by
the House are nol fair, go too dec*  ’ seriously compromise the existing safety net for many
Alaskans with developmental djsaO, .cs.

Senator Green, it is critically important for you to know that the 2.2 million reductions to
community developmental granls wi ljeopardize the health and safety of Alaskans with
developmental disabilities. No where in the state is the need greater for these services than in
your district. Ofthe 1300 Alaskans presently on the Waitlist for services at least 200 are Mat-Su
residents. As Mat-Su looks to the future there may be even greater cause for concern. The
Alaska Department of Labor forecasts that the population of Mal-Su will more than likely
increase to 102,756 by 2018. Based on current and anticipated future need it is likely that tiw
demand for DD services in the Mat-Su region will continue to increase substantially.
Unfortunately, our community is growing at atime there is tremendous pressure to curb slate
spending.

On behalfof Alaskans experiencing developmental disabilities many of whom arc the most
vulnerable and innocent among us | ask your assistance in restoring at least 2.2 million dollars
back into the Community DD granls. Even with these cuts restored if what wc have been told is
accurate there will still be inexcess of 2 milHou dollars reduced from the Community DD grant
BRU. Thank you for considering tliis most urgent request for your support. Should you have
any questions related to the Rinding for Community Developmental Disabilities services do not
hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

. R ' anmw WED ZD2HB
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Testimony of Alan Mitchell before the Senate Finance Committee
April 15, 2003
Work Phone: 868-5659, Home Phone: 338-0963
Address: 11400 Mountain Lake Drive, Anchorage, AK 99516

Hello, my name is Alan Mitchell, and | am here to oppose any state funding of the
Southern Intertie project, a duplicate power line between Anchorage and the Kenai
Peninsula. Your committee appears to support this position, as you have taken the $27
million of interest earned on a prior Southern Intertie state grant and appropriated it to the
Alaska Debt Retirement Fund. | commend you for that decision and encourage you to
resist the House’s desire to use the interest to further subsidize the Southern Intertie

project.

There are two reasons why it is bad idea for the state to subsidize the Southern
Intertie project. First, the project is not cost-effective. The credible cost-benefit studies
of the project show that the project only delivers 50 cents of benefit for every $1 of cost.
With the cost overruns that are likely to occur, this ratio worsens. Given the size of this

project, this represents a net loss to our economy of $70 million or more.

Second, even ifthis project were cost-effective, there is no need for the state
government to fund the project. The Railbelt electric utilities are capable of financing
and building the project without state assistance. State grants only serve to distort the
utilities” normal capital planning process.

In times of a state fiscal crunch, there are far better uses for the $27 million of
interest and the $40 million of unspent money from the original Southern Interth grant.
Funding education and paying off school and municipal debt are certainly better uses for
the money. | encourage you to stay the course and redirect Southern Intertie money into
more appropriate government services.

Thank you for considering my testimony.



Chugach Consumers
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e-mail: eAecdir@chuqgachcorrumers.org « wehsite: www.chugachconsumers.org

April 15, 2003
Senate Finance Committee Testimony (SB35, HB75)

| am the chairman of Chugach Consumers, a grassroots group of fiscally concerned
Chugach Electric ratepayers. | also was on the Chugach Electric board (5/%4 to
4/2000) and was board president (5/95 to 4/97). 1 was also on the Alaska Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (ARECA) Board of Directors, Executive Committee, 1995-98. |
have maintained an active interest in electric utility affairs since leaving the board (but
entirely in a non-paid public interest capacity).

Chugach Consumers urges the legislature to support Governor Murkowski’s action that
returned $27 million in accrued interest on the Southern Intertie to the general fund.

However, we are very concerned that Sec. 18(c) of HB75 passed by the House returns
that money to the Railbelt Energy Fund rather then leaving it in the general fund. We
urge the Senate to drop this provision or replace it with a clarification that the money
remains in the general fund.

The Southern Intertie has long been known to be uneconomic and would have been
abandoned years ago were it not for the deplorable suppression by Chugach
management (for the whole project EIS process) of the major, credible, decisional
documentlon the economic benefits of the Southern Intertie.

My Anchorage Daily News OpEd and attached editorial recounts this history.

The Southern Intertie pays only 50 cents in public benefits for every dollar of cost and
that is from oid cost estimates. Itis expected to yield an even lower benefit-cost ratio
when updated or actual construction costs are known.

Chugach Consumers congratulates the Governor for his action on the interest money
that stops public funds from being wasted in this time of fiscal need. Chugach
Consumers encourages the legislature and AIDEA 10 recover the rest of the $40 million
Southern Intertie grant principal as well. This would make a total of $67 million
available from this dubious project.

Safe, Reliable, Low Cost Power for South Central Alaska! @oosdMhhapvwr
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Chugach Consumers Page 2.
Senate Finance Committee Testimony (SB35, HB75)
SOUTHERN INTERTIE FUNDING - 4/15/03

If this money is reclaimed, Chugach Consumers believes it is crucial that it go into the
general fund or be reappropriated to benefit South Central Alaska for utility or general
government/school debt reduction (as opposed to being used for another new spending
program).

Sincerely,

CHUGACH CONSUMERS

[SIGNED AND TRANSMITTED ELECTRONICALLY]

Ray Kreig, Chairman
(907)276-2025 fax (907) 258 -9614 home (907) 243-8951

For more information please see:
htD.//www.chuaachconsumers.oraZsi.htm

especially the background briefing:
http://www.chugachconsumers.org/Lib/Int/Briefing.htm

ENDNOTE

1. Samuelson, R., Hass, S., 1998, Ratepayer Impacts of Proposed
Transmission Projects Final Report; DFI-Aeronomics, 75 p. [marked "Client
Confidential™]. NOTE: Released by vote of Chugach Board on 11/20/02, first
available 12/6/02.

Safe, Reliable, Low Cost Power for South Central Alaska! @o0snMi.cB vl
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BG ood reason to question
fhis Railbelt energyproject

| n 1993, the Alaska Legislature setaside $46.8 million
.forbuilding a second high-voltage power line between
A"Anchorage and the Kenai Peninsula.

-Some importantthings have changed in the 10years
since then. Alaska’s s*ate government finances have dete-
riorated, arid easy spending money has disappeared. Law-
makers routinely balance die state budgetby drawing at
least halfa billion dollars each year from adwindling sav-
ings account.

."Anothernoteworthy change is that doubts have recent-
lyciome to light aboutthe economic viability ofthe pro-
posed powerline. A 1998 utility company study thatwas
keptsecretforfouryears concluded the southern intertie
would produce barely 50 cents’ worth ofbenefitfor every

] — -..l.... dollar spent.
HH Together the short-
A 1998 Utlllty age ofgstate money and
new doubts aboutthe

\company study that
E: was kept secretfor ~ §2/Fcispevoleuoocst
fouryears concluded find higher and better
the southern intertie °°sforthatsesmi-
3 wouldproduce
barely 50 cents’
worth ofbenefitfor

7 every dollar spent.

Some advocates of
the southern intertie re-
jectthatnotion. They
claim the money is
locked up tight — $46.8
million plus interest —
and there is no pointin
reconsidering the matter. The intertie money was the fi-
nalpart ofa political deal thattriggered a splurge of
spending on energy projects and subsidies starting in the
early 1980s. Anchorage and the southern Railbeltwould
be denied their fair share of state-funded energy goodies,
jntertie advocates say, if this final projectis not built.

The project’'s defenders say adeal's a deal, even ifit
means throwing good money after bad. The dav when
Alasica could get away with such a cavalier approach t
spending money is long past.

Butfor purposes ofargument, let's acceptthe basic
framework of this supposedly unbreakable deal. Let’s

' grantthatregionalequity requires the money to be spent

to benefitthe southern Railbelt. Let'sgrantthatit has to
be spentto supply cheaperenergy. Let's even grantthatit
has to be spenton aparticular type ofenergy, namely
electricity. Granting all that, itis still notclear that the
southern intertie is the bestway to do it.

The money could be used to retire debtatthe region’s
electrical utilities. It could be used to upgrade and repair
the existing high-voltage powerline between the Kenai
Peninsula and Anchorage. It could be used to install a
centralized powerdispatching system, to ensure that the
mostefficient mix of Railbeltpower plants is used to meet
electricity demand as it fluctuates during the day and dur-
ing the year. — ; —

The new Anchorage-Kenaiintertie should, at mini-
mum, have to prove thatitis a betterinvestmentthan
those options. Thatwill require an independent, rigorous
look at the intertie’s costs and benefits and how they com-
pare with the alternatives.

Intertie

Is $23 million o finterest
jnoneylegally 2T

D uring debate overthe proposed electrical intertie
between Anchorage and Kenai, an interesting ques-

tion has come to light.Just exactly how much state
moneyis available for the project?

The state agency handling the project, Alaska Industri-
alDevelopmentand Export Authority, says the available
funding is about $70 million. That’'s the original $46.8 mil-
lion thatthe Legislature setaside in 1993 plus another $23
million or soin interest.

There'sjustone problem with that claim. The 1993 leg-
islation that setaside $46.8 million (SB 126) imposed cer-
tain conditions. One londi'.ion requires utilities involved
with the projectto agree in advance that they will payaD
costs ofithe iimtertie overand above $46,8nillion. No legis”
lation passed since then Has repealed thatrequirement

It appears that state '
law is clean Only $46.8
million ofthe appropria-
tion is available to pay
fpr the intertie. (Unless,
of course, state lawyers
can come up with a con-
vincing theory that ex-
plains why the law on
the books doesn’t mean
whatit says.)

This question is the
kind that could make or break the $100 million project.
The intertie is an economically questionable investment
that, even in the mostoptimistic analysis, produces mini-
mal gain to Railbeltratepayers. The more utilities have to
pay for the Anchorage-Kenaiintertie, the less likely they
are to pursue it. In fact, project supporters are asking the
Legislature to spend another $30 million on it

The powers thatbe in the Legislature and the
Murkowski administration have shown no inclination to
question the assumption thatinterest money is legally
available for the southern intertie. But as critics of the
project note, the legality of spending the interest money is
one more important question facing an already question-
able project.

The more utilities
have topayfor the
Anchorage-Kenai
intertie, the less
likely they are to
pursue it.
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Intertie prom ises to provide

affordable power to Railbelt

ERIC R YOULD, Alaska RuralElectric Cooperative Association

A project to benefit Alaska and Alaskans
for the next 50years is moving forward,
thanks to the vision and efforts of legis-

lators and electric utilities..

The Southern Intertie, an important new
link in the Railbelt electiic grid, recently
passed a major milestone with the completion
of comprehensive environmental reviews. Af-
ter a thorough and public environmental im-
pact statement process, three federal agencies
last fall issued records of a decision identifying
a route along the Kenai bluffof Cook Inlet and
under the mouth of Tumagain Arm as the pre-
ferred path for the new transmission line.

The intertie will be a new transmission line
between Nikiski and Anchorage that will im-
prove the reliability of the Railbelt power grid.
However, its most important function will be
to help move power throughout the region
from where it’s most economical to make it to
where customers need it All six of the electric
utilities that serve customers in the Railbelt
are participating in the project. All six are not-
for-profit utilities working on behalf of their
customers. The current estimated cost of the
line is $100 million. Approximately $70 million
ofthe projectwill be paid by a state grant
made by the Legislature in 1993 from the Rail-
belt Energy Fund —set up in 1906 to invest in
projects that benefit Alaskans throughout the
state’s most populous region.

With the EIS completed, attention now

turns to design and construction. If work pro-
ceeds on schedule, Alaskans may be taking
home paychecks from construction by 2004
and the new line could be in service by 2006 or
2007. That might seem a ways off, but it’s just
around the comer when you consider the
need for this project that has been in the plan-
ning since the early 1980s.

Infrastructure is vital to Alaska’s current
and future health and economy. Astrong in-
terconnected Railbelt electric system that al-
lows power to be made economically in me
area and moved efficiently to another helps
ensure that individual Alaskans and the busi-
nesses that employ them have reliable, af-
fordable electric service. The Southern Inter-
tie will dojust that.

Critical infrastructure is often ignored or
taken forgranted until something goes wrong
or existing facilities are overwhelmed by de-
mand. That’s why it’s so important to plan.
The factyou can flip a switch today and have
the fights come on doesn'tjust mean someone
did something special today. It happens be-
cause Alaskans decades ago had the foresight
to put an electric grid in place to make it hap-
pen. It is our collective responsibility to pro-
vide the same benefit to our children and other
people who are the future ofthis great state.

m FEric P. Yould Is executive director of Alaska Rural Electric
Cooperative Association.

Southern

likely net worth the cost

RAY KRUG,form er Chugach Electric board member

C learly the Southern Intertie has some
benefits: The question is whether they
are worth the cost. Are there better

uses for $125 million in public and ratepayer

funds? History indicates that cost overruns
are highly likely, totally at ratepayer expense.

Currently, power is on 99.975 percent of the
time. How much is itworth to gain a part of
that remaining 0.025 percent (two hours a
year)? Utility boards, legislators and the pub-
lic have no way ofjudging without fair, impar-
tial and unbiased project economic advice
from independent experts.

Ofgreat concern should be a history of de-
ceptive manipulation of intertie benefit claims
by utility managers. When | was Chugach
board president in 1996, we received mislead-
ing benefit-costadvice from management on
the northern intertie (between Healy and
Fairbanks). If Chugach had participated in
that project, itwould have cost our ratepayers
$600,000 a year.

We then insisted on a very detailed and
comprehensive study of the benefits and "ost
of the Southern Intertie. We retained Decision
Focus Inc. because it had performed several
studies on intertie economics for the state.
DFI found only $58 million in benefits.
Chugach management kept that February
1998 study secret from the public.

Meanwhile, unbeknown to the board,
Chugach management supervised the same

consultant's preparation of another report is-
sued for public consumption in March 1998. It
conveniently claimed $143 million in benefits
—enough to show the $125 million intertie
cost to be barelyjustified. That was the only
benefit information provided by Chugach to
regulators and the public during the 1998-2002
environmental impact statement process.

Same consultant, two vastly different benefit
numbers. What gives? In DF1’s own words: “We
believe our comprehensive approach (in the
February 1998 study) is much more accurate.”

In 1990, the state utility consumer advocate,
Alan Mitchell, also found the Southern Intertie
benefits to be only $51 million to $63 million.
There is no independent third party that has
found the henefits of the Southern Intertie any-
where near the $125 million cost ofthis project

Considering the deterioration that has oc-
curred in Alaska’s financial condition since the
original appropriation in 1993, Southcentral
utility boards and local governments should
look very hard at the intertie and ask the Leg-
islature to reappropriate the $70 millionin
state funds pledged to the project The money
would better benefit Southcentral Alaskans if
used to reduce utility or municipal and school
debt by $500 per household.

m Ray Krelg Is a former president of Chugach Electric Associ-
ation and served on the executive committee of Alaska Rural
Electric Cooperative Association. 1 r



SMD Services tt 1-907-783-2716 (514/16/03 010:14 AM 01/1

Dear Senator Green:

| am a board member tor Four Valleys Community School in Girdwood and have been
tor almost every year since 1981. The community school is virtually used in one way
or another by almost everyone in our community. It is the cement that holds the
Girdwood population together. Through the years | have taught preschool classes,
science classes tor elementary and junior high .coached XC running and track,
organized and run Science Olympiad, organized and directed a summer science
camp for 11 years, etc. lam not unusual, many many people give their time and
talents through the community school to make Girdwood a better place.

Please do not cut funding to the community schools.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. RECEIVED

Sherry Dugan ADR 16 Z(IB
783-2716
Girdwood resident since 1978
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Senate Finance Committee Testimony , .
Homan Service* Community Matching GrantHB 7J RECEIVED

My name it Denies Diniello and | reaidoat3844 Uhrbahn Road, Fairban *# AK 90709-1 APR 16
an teritfoing in support of tull funding for the Human Services Commvrn ty Matching

Grant, | am alsothe executive director of the North Star Coundl on Agin (, Senior

Cptdr.

The Human Service* Community Matching Grant provides funding to so dal safety net
agenda that diitribute food to the poor, provide legal wvtoee forlow-li coma persons,
" for the dying, and deliver Meals on Wheels to homebound seniors, taeh HSCMG
ovidcs a unigue and unduphcated service for the community, 0 illabomting
T; programs to enhance social services. Approximately 31,000 j eople in the
r i have received services from agencies funded by thia Block gran. That number
its to roughly one/third of all Borough residents,
. | N
ijbe Nq rth Star Coupdl on Aging is a recipient of the Human Services C< rrununity
etching Grant, W4 die this grant to provide funding for tbe Meals on' Vheria program
ilivviag hot nutritious meala to 150 homebound persons of tbe Fairbt titsNorth Star
NSCcA
those
red; 66K
are low-Income iertalpf less than ii.ooomonthlyTand 6 3% art both Iy
iocepadttted and financially distressed.
* *o
fa travel more thaa 150 milei each day delivering meala to scfliori whc live Within tha
ifity (liolta and those who raaldc outside tha dty core. For many, the Mt ilaon Wheeli
fbvjce (aalifeline that provides tho one and only meal ofthe day. One n el*ht
jr«rpanha aenion (persona do years and older) live below poverty level too poor to buy
healthyfood, and too frail to shop and cook forthemselvea,

The Meals on Wheels program benefits two distinct categories of redpfc nta - the frail
ddarly in long-term need of support, and thoae in need of short term is mention
rtootvtring from an illness. Without accessto proper nutrition, an elder astatus can
deteriorate rapidly resulting in hospitalization that can be unneoeaaaril; costly In both
hunts* and financial terms. The full price of ahome delivered meal ia 310.34 P®*day as
Compared to $850 per day at Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.

fv v A Grant helps us to Wvarage more than
1300,000 of outride dollars for our nutrition proaramand over $21,00) in in-Und
dad served slmoet
; 3 homebound
m

Jthe Human Services Community Matching Grant U a sound, long-tem communit
Invotrtent we support Thankyou

> UtA . M 4
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Dear Senate Finance Committee, ANIVEO

. APR |'s ;nno
[ am writing to urge you to:

1. Support full funding for education (from K-12 through the University).
Education Is not a "frill.” It is essential to the future of Alaska.

2. Stop the move of the Division of Habitat from the Department of Fish and Game to
the Department of Natural Resources. The reasons published by the past five
Commissioners of the Department of Fish and Game argued effectively for retaining
the Division as it Is now. The argument for the move was weak and depended on
personal gripes from individuals to the Governor.

3. Retain full funding for revenue sharing to local governments. They depend on
these funds to provide vital services, losing them will increase your property taxes.

4. Alaska's population has increased by about 80,000 people in the past decade; that
Is the same as the population of the Fairbanks North Star Borough. This growth,
combined with inflation, obviously put more burdens on Alaska’s state government.
But during this time, the Legislature made no effort to raise the needed revenue.
Instead, it simply continued cutting the budget. It’s like expecting a growing teen-ager
to live In the clothes of a five-year old.

The budget has already been cut too much for too long. This is NOT the time to
consider additional budget cuts!

5. Raise revenue by reinstating our state income tax. It Is easier to administer and will
raise twice as much as the gaggle of taxes proposed by the governor. The rate Is set
as a simple percentage of the amount actually paid to the federal IRS, This rate was
14% when our Income tax was repealed In 1980; the rate can be easily modified as
needs change. Reinstating our state Income tax Is essential; putting it off won't help.

6. Of the governors proposed taxes, the only ones that makes sense are the increases
In motor vehicle fuel tax and vehicle registration. Alaska is far below all the rest of the
states In both of these taxes.

| hope you can understand the need to raise revenue.

Sincerely,

Carl S. Benson

1551 Farmers Loop
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
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APRIL 15, 2003
Preserve funds for independent living

Jo Pedersen /Fairbanks, Alaska DECEIVED
Acon$orrvre,srh) APR i p
Diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis atage 32, In 1991. (11 years ago ) 0T

Worked at UAF as an Adjunct Instructor for the past five years...

lam one of many Alaskans with A disability who would like to
continue to work,

1 With the Help of the Wonderful Agency ACCESS AlaSka, they have

helped by supplying equipment as well as transportation & housing
assistance foroutoftown medical care.

For instance Lastweek Iwas in Anchorage.
Acces Alaska made itfeasible for me to keep an appointmentwith my
Cardiologist, at The Alaska HeartCenter, for Angioplasty.

*Warming the bed forthe Governorwho arrived two days later... 0 p ~
. ucoc, .M X Upp*- CicMSWATIV
Jam HERE tonight... U~T \ aj0 * U X

I Implore you to continue Funding these wonderful Agencies.
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119 N. Cushman St, Suita 101
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Phone: 907-452-4448

Fax: 907-456-3346

F a X
To:  Senator Lyda Green, Co-Chair
Senate Finance Committee
Fax.  465-3005

Phono: 465-2187
Re:  Written Testimony SB 35

[Urgent  CFor Tho Record

FAX NO, 9074563346

G e

From:  Fairbanks LIO

Date:  4/15/2003
Pages: 18
CC.

[Please Comment [Please Reply

ig%ements Wtte testmnny for SB 35, teleconferenced on 4/15/04. The ariginals will be pouchod

committee co-
Fran/Fox LIO
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Alaska State Legislature

Please erner into the record my testimony to the . gtiJjnafctCpHirftttct-
OonunilCee Name
Committee on ffft IS# L« gafil<] dated & j* 2 o x
Bili/Subieet ' * ' e e

URGENT!  URGENT! - URGENT!

We greatly oppose Governor Murkowski's action to eliminate the
Lon ewtg Bonus .
an'Ill-lll%S , and! companion measure In the Senate under Senate

| .

As long-time residents tho elimination of the Longevity Bonus will
Pose a hardship to our continued living In Alaska, since our
nvestment earnings have de&ined while our health care costs,
have Increased. We also feel the Longevity Bonus was a promise
and to eliminate It now wculdi be unfair and unjust

Alaska has been our home for over 45 years, and we urge }/ou and
your committee to protect this program on our behalf and for all
seniors In Alaska who now receive monies under this program.
Surely Governor Murkowski can find a better source than the
Longevity Bonus to reduce funds.

Alfred and \(ir%inia Augestad
1439 Virginia Court
Anchorage, AK 99501

Signed

T estifier

Rep7 ~ 18"~ ?:P .. ..
Address '
rl N

Phorle Number

(ikn) nz-o0zio
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FROM: DEBBIE

APRIL 16, 2003

DATE:
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. O
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THANKS,

DEBBIE CONNER
ACCESS ALASKA
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ﬁ'amigﬁllgﬁgislature Aprl: 16,03

Testimony:: To Committee on |.ongivity Bonus

| have resided in Alaska since April 1941 and | amin favor of the Longivity
Bonus. The Bonus Is part of the reason that | am able to stay in Alaska.  All
of my income including the Bonus is spent here and will continue as long as
Irem ay due to us older Alaskans
pess

Oenms urannam
PO Box 190184
Anchorage Ak 99519

A Limited Pertnerehlp
Dedicated To Serving Sportsmen A WHdHfe Wirth Trust A Corfidence Since 1940°s
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the N OYRSLA
f £— Committee Name

Committee on-"6 U /- ,/3ojvud . dated n3
Bill/Sutycct
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Signed_

Testifier

b & rt- A V e n n (5
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
ComfflitteeName

Committeeon »  H7 Bilfof&ted

Bill/Subject J

jg&naJw u:

ifo . (& <y-dJL* <not- y ipn,rfim fr& tf
fA-1YIAUd / ri'lpf'</>L” }YOju ys>
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ANu dtthUsjtd NCcZLAhAN
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AU fryu & C d [ O~ -y ~J C&U ajtoAAS"
<yJULSV> & XAJd(% sUV>.

signed ~JL7"0JU jjL ~yytArz*rLsr-ust.

Tedtific Yitk arhostix A"], 'wWPg.A/lV Ig

Representing (Optional)

Address .
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Phon®Number
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Vickie & RichardHorodyski
KD3SBaUd(ne Rd.
Fcwrbanks, AK 99709
Phone: (907) U79-658U Fax: (907) 057-658M

Email: W>roA"NsY @ °-W sV a. *v\ertr

FAX
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FROM;  Vickie Horodysld
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COHVMEWTS: TW As 2N N W

Nen«- *bs -csoi"n

oD'V\ s



Rpr

15 03 07:53p Vickie Horodyski 907-457-S584

TESTIMONY C /EN4-15-C3

Vickie Ho/odysKi

1035 Ballc'ne Rd., Fairbanks, AK 99709
Phone: 479-6584

Email:

| coordinate our local FAS/FAE Parent Support Group.
| am on the FACES FAS Diagnostic Team in Fairbanks.

My husband & i received our Foster Care License approximately 14 years ago. 10
years ago we adopted 9 yr old girl. As a result of that adoption and what she has taught
us, we now have a specialized license for a therapeutic foster home for children
prenatally exposed to alcohol.

Without appropriate interventions and support individuals can develop secondary
disabilities. A few of those disabilities are:
r' Chronic Unemployment
Hnmelessness
Social Problems
Mental lliness
Criminal Acts
Poverty
Early Pregnancy
V Alcoholism & Other Addictions

We have seen all of these disabilities occur in the individuals who did not have family or
other supports to guide them. Many who experience prenatal exposure to alcohol will
ever be able to “successfully” live in “total independence”. They are a very vulnerable
population who need and deserve to be protected. They did not create their disability,
but they do have to "/e with it. The quality of their life is dependent on others to provide
them with the support that they need from an early age and for many throughout their
adult life. With such supports they can become productive, responsible adults.

If you are not willing to financially suppo” the programs and services that they require,
then you need to be prepared for the costly expenses that will result. You will need to
put great expense into institutions, hospitals, homeless shelters, and prisons.
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Sincerely yours,



April 15,2003
Dear Senate Finance Committee:

1 am still trying to review SB 35 and understand its complexities. One of the
many guestions | have is the rent paid to the State of Alaska by the State of
Alaska. For example, Die Department of Commerce and Economics has a
proposed rent budget of $794,400. Diis money is to pay the State rent on
State property. Tdon’t gel it. | wouldn’t pay rent to my husband so he can
turn it around and give it back to me to give it back to him. | believe this
happens alot. Please someone explain this procedure in the simplest way.

| would like to see another Guardian Ad Liietn placed out here in the Valley
to help with the increasing number of CINA cases and civil cases that the
Valley's one G.AX. is handling. Tf we are going to provide legal
representation to children then lets see that wc give them the same quality as
you or | would want from an attorney representing us. |f not, why bother to
pretend to protect the rights of people who can’t protect themselves.

If we need to trim money then we need to consider pay cuts. |f my business
is doing poorly, then | don’t eam much money. |f the State is having a hard
time making ends meet then the Governor, Lt. Governor and Commissioners
may need to freeze or reduce their salaries until the State lias more money to
pay them. If you want the people of Alaska to reduce their demands for
better and more services then we need to see our leadership join us in our
economic struggle.

| thank you for your time and attention with regard lo this matter.
Sincerely,

Marci Schmidt

c/o Computer Works
901 Hermon Road, #1
Wasilla, Alaska 99654
907-376-0188 work
907-357-3618 home
907-376-9065 fax

0819918706 'ON XW on nsivu  wd so.00 am eo-si-ydy



Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Budget

I of I

Subjecl: Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Mon, 14 Apr 2003 22:15:57 -0900
From: leewilson@gci.net
To: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

Lee Wilson

9621 Hillside Drive

Anchorage, AK 99507-6010
907-346-3669

leewilson@ gci.net

4/14/2003

Senate Budget Subcommittee Closeouts

I am unable to make the call in on Tuesday
Please accept iny comments courtesy of Senator Con
Bundy.

Governor Murkowski was elected on a pro-
education campaign among other promises. Cuts to the
foundation program, transportation and library
operations are unacceptable. W are asking the
schools to do more than ever with more accountability
than ever yet they continue to perform well by any
measure. These cuts undermine education achievement
and begin a decline to less than excellent schooling.

The University of Alaska is just regaining its
footing. Public confidence is just returning. Cuts
now will undermine program and progress.

The Habitat division must remain with fish
and Game. The governor clearly does not understand
that Fish and Game has the best long range look at
how development affects habitat and how bes

t to

mitigate damage. Murkowski told us a lot of mis-
truth about his proposal. | smell a skunk, it reeks
of outright forestry favoritism . The director of

DNR came from where?

Close the state chemistry lab in Juneau?
Doesn't that just tie the hands of environmental
enforcement?

Safe communities are the heart of democratic
society. How can a cut of $4,193.9 be good for my
family and our neighbors?

How can $511.7 be subtracted from Motor Vehicles
without a fee increase to maintain current level of
service?

4/1521)03 9:09 AM
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into tike record my testimonytothe  senate Finance

Committee Name

Committee on Lon_ﬁevity Bonus dated April 15, 2003
Bill/Subject

Many cities and states encourage older people to retire in
their communities. They don"t require schools and other
servuces. Their retirement funds are spent locally. Longevity
payments encourage eldvrs to remain in Alaska near their,
children and grandchildren.

Robert E. Renkcert - Alaska 1973
Mildred V0 Renkert - Alaska 1975

Siencf A *21UtU ,m .

Representing (Optional) —_ —

Addes SsT.
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Phone Number
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April 15,2003

To: Alaska Senate Finance Committee
Re: $30 million cuts to Education

Please do not cut our state education budget Here is how your choices are affecting one ofyour
school districts.
Copper River School Districts Budget Concerns

2002-03 budget $5,820,895.00.
03*04 salary and benefit increases & +S31"m M
35% insurance and utility costs)

Amount needed to oonlinue present programs $6,195,878.00.

Red ition need to reach projected 03-04 budget -$307.614.00

District projected preliminary budget $5,888,264.00
(reflects a gain of $80.00 per student

and a loss of 58 correspondence students)

Senate Proposed reductions:

20% of bussing to be paid by district -$812,000.00

removal of tunding formula increase -$112.000.00

Senate Projected 03-04 budget for CRSD $5,594,264.00
Total budget cuts $601,614.00

School sites 7-8

(can’t consolidate

-buildings already full and

bus rides would be too long)

Students on Site* 2002-03 /540 students 03-04/539 students
Correspondence 2002-03/180 03-04/121

Copper River School District needs to make $601,614.00 ia budget cuts, a 10%
budget decrease, while oar school population remains the same. Go Figure!

When was the funding formula last increased? Every year it costs more to
educate our children, every year that formula needs to go up. How are we supposed to pay our
present hills that keep going up, new transportation bills, higher retirement bills, emergency
communication bills and no additional money in our check book and die same number of
mouths at the table?

B Oldly

Julie KnutsfsT'y'~

Mother of four (egos 5,7,9 and 12)
Kenny Lake

Copper River School District

PS A don’t tell me we need a borough to help fund our schools. There ia a pipeline th**
runs through our district. Y ou’re making money offthat pipeline. You should be giving us a
share of that money. Or we could become a borough and taW it all.

P2



Apr-15-03 12:00P Democratlc Prasi 907 406 6126

p.02
Please enter into the record my testimony to the 5 ~ 2 p?/)*cg
Committee Name 9n7 — Bk>S—
Committee on , dated *[-/Em —
Bill/Subject ’
PUrt.se 00THk fcfer "f0  <Mot>err)o<-
MuSKoU>"t"CC -t f i S A" A W ~k'U -f -E*4K.r
CP;a:" <'wuM £ A
* o Kk kK k N jpr/\r/\ 'S SE* - W -p _
5 U*r-K<J Etfv*r oM.~ cottUccf
$erOlc*S ) k ~r* tIWsrbr<f£/r=S>,
Signed
Testifier
/Ivuj — 6eXtJLZg/ly\ /H~Apeo™ >N
Address
/\,.,7_ A.7/\_*7/\_7/\

Phone Number



MARTY MARGESON
Margesou Real Estate
Anchorage Downtown Bed & Breakfast
At “Raspberry Meadows”

1401 West 13th Ave, “Anchorage, AK99S01 907-278-9275; F at 907-278-9282
Web: www.ai>chor«KdowHtow,con» Email: asweethomef&gcLnet
April 8, 2003

Governor Frank Murkowski
P.O. Box 110001
Juneau, AK 998 U -0001
Re: Without the Longevity Bonus, Pioneer Home Vet Needs “Safety Net Program”
Dear Governor Murkowski:

My 89-year-old father, a decorated World War Il naval officer, is destitute and needs funds so he can
receive continued medical care and services which are necessary for his health, and pain alleviation. He
chose not to apply for the longevity bonus because he did not believe in government handouts. He frugally
saved and believed his $300,000 savings would fund his retirement. Now my dad has paid the Anchorage
Pioneer Home (APH) his savings, and has no money left to pay for care and services that the home no
longer provides - promised services which are necessary for his health, services which are needed to
alleviate pain. 1received your mailing entitled “Safety Net Programs Supporting Senior Citizens”, but | do
not find any programs to assist his needs.

Since my dad’s admissions to APH in 9/97 rates have tripled at the Pioneer Homes, making APH twice as
expensive as most Anchorage assisted living homes. However, with fee increases the Homes continue to
redefine and cut services, and pass more expense on to the residents. For example, under new regulation all
handicapped ADRD/Comprehensive residents must provide a traveling companion in order to ride APH’s
handicapped bus to their medical appointments. Under the stipend program my dad is only allowed $100
per month to cover his needs; | must supplement this since this is not enough. He cannot pay the $25+
charge for a companion. | do not see how I can, with a documented back injury, be his companion and push
his chair and carry my baby at the same time. As a single mom, 1cannot pay this additional cost. If APH
has enough staff to transport residents for shopping events or the State Fair, why are they lacking staff for
important medical transportation? Why are only the handicapped Pioneer Home residents forced to pay this
additional expense/get family assistance to supplement short staffing? Where are the funds in your safety
net programs to pay for this?

My father is physically handicapped and mentally challenged with dementia. Prior to admission, we were
told APH was the premier assisted living dementia facility, which would provide individualized physical
therapy and medical care to meet my dad’s needs, and that he could age in place without having to move to
a nursing home. Now, in an email dated 2/25/02 Bill O’Connor, Administrator states Ihat because APH is
an assisted living home it does “not provide intensive medical services, such as skilled PT or rehabilitative
PT to residents. Such skilled health care can be provided off premises, as is the case for Mr. Margeson
with Providence Outpatient Physical Therapy”, However, without transportation, my dad cannot attend
physical therapy off premises. Furthermore, if my dad were receiving adequate exercise/ daily range of
motion he would not need rehabilitative physical therapy (HCFA says becoming immobile is an indication
of neglect). Because the Home does not provide the promised services, my twice daily visits are spent
massaging my dad’s painful hand contractures, providing range of motion exercises, providing standing
therapy, providing hydration, providing activity/exercise such as ball tossing, and feeding him; there is little
time to simply relax and be his daughter. The Home continues to hire administrators, and cut the direct care
CNA staff. With diminished services, free access to medical transportation is crucial.

My dad needs funding to pay for the administration of his nutritional supplements - a service promised in
writing prior to admission, but no longer provided. This service is provided by other assisted living homes,
nursing homes, and the hospital, when doctored ordered, which is the case with my father. | have hired a
health carc provider at a nominal amount to provide this service. A small portion of my dad’s $2000 social



security benefit would cover the cost, but the Pioneer Homes will allow him to use these funds for medical
expenses. There is a grant program available to residents on the stipend, but my dad has been repeatedly
denied funding. The Permanent Fund, which is his “safety net”, has been spent to pay for this service; his
2003 Permanent Fund is also spent, and he is destitute with ng funds to pay for the service. By statute, a
resident is allowed to choose his medical care and provider. My dad, son of Welsh-English immigrants, has
taken nutritional supplements all of his life. At my dad’s Carc Conference 9/14/01, APH administration
took away the administration of these supplements, which they had administered since 1997, claiming that
Nursing Board Minutes dated Doc. 1998 precluded than from providing that service. Long-term Care
Ombudsman J.R. Richards, Esq. termed this taking away of services (administering nutritional
supplements, and transportation to Outpatient PT) retaliation for the Violation the Pioneer Home received
on 8/21/01.1bdieve this was the Home’s first Violation: my handicapped father, who cannot talk/push a
call button/summon help, was left painfully restrained on a portable commode for one hour, as documented
by video.

APH has pressured my dad’s physician to cancel the order for his nutritional supplements, which she has
refused to do because of the health benefits to my dad. Where, in your Safety Net Programs are there
funds to pay his health care provider for continued service?

My father, an All-American soccer player, suffers pain from past injuries - for years the orthoped
successfully prescribed use of APH's whirlpool/Jacuzzi for pain management. Without this service, my
dad’s brow is furrowed in pain, and he sleeps fitfully. APH’s recent remodel replaced the whirlpool with
expensive hi-tech sonic skin scaler tubs, which do not provide whirlpool pain management benefits.
Without medical transportation, 1have been unable to determine if my dad should find an off-premise
Jacuzzi, seek massage therapy, or take pain medication, which the doctor is reluctant to prescribe because
of possible interactions with other medications. Cost ofadditional medications/services will increase
stipend debt for the Pioneer Homes. Replacing the sonic skin scaler tub with the whirlpool is a cost-
effective kinder Eden-like way of treating our Seniors. Are there funds available in your Safety Net for my
dad's pain management Jacuzzi?

Budget cutting is necessary, but not at the expense of care for our Seniors. Hiring more administrators and
cutting direct care/providing insufficient direct care staff is not the way we should treat Alaskans.
Trimming the budget should mean prioritizing services - certainly, a resident should not be denied medical
care. How we treat our elders defines the type of care we will receive in our old age. My dad is a proud
Veteran - 1hope your Safety Net Programs can provide immediate assistance and save him from the
embarrassment of seeking funds through church or VFW fundraisers to pay for his medical needs: medical
transportation, administration of nutritional supplements, and pain management whirlpool/Jacuzzi therapy.
| appreciate your time and look forward to a response from you regarding these issues.

CC: Loren Leman, Lt. Governor Sincerely,
Senator Hollis French —. — N
Senator Eric Croft
Senator Lyda Green Marty Margeson, POA for
Senator Gary Wilkens Ret. Lt Commander William Margeson

Senator Fred Dyson

Senator Gretchen Guess

Representative Ethan Berkowitz

Representative Les Gara

Representative Con Bunde

Representative Max Gruenberg

Commissioner Craig Campbell, Dept Military X Veteran Affairs
Ron Cowan, Office ofthe Long-term Care Ombudsman
CARING



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
Committee on SB35 & SBMG , (ated April 15,2003
bill # / subject public hearing date

Signed:

To Whom It May Concern:

We here at the FCS vocational department feci that you M y don’t understand the
importance of DD funding. Without this funding DD consumers will be denied their
links to the community. We will not be able to assist them in finding employment that
will help them to be an active and contributing member ofthe community. Please

reconsider your decision.

J gamma B (u”r.B Et/f/icvSAVAGLIPA7n/" Plran* MilliA
Testifier Sus/\U p£rEfso N D avis

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee

committee name
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee

committee name

Committee on SB35 & SB 36 - dated April 15,2003

bill # / subject public hearing date

Dear Senator

It is said that one knows where a country/state is on. the evolutionary scale by the way it
treats its unique people, i.e., the elderly, persons with disabilities, etc. The DD budget
helps people live with dignity; do not take this away!

Sincerely,

Ginger Drais

Care Coordinator

Frontier Community Services

Signed

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee

committee name

Committee on SB35 & SB 36 (dated April 15,2003

bill it 7 subject public hearing date

Dear Senator,

Please restore the $1,200,000.00 to the Developmental Disability Grant Funds as they
provide critical services to the disabled population ofour state. Any changes need to be
increases not decreases as the funds already fall short o fthe need.

Karen Stroh

Care Coordinator for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities

Signed:

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd#36 Soldotnu. AK 99669
Address

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name
Committee on SB3 & SB36_ , (lated April 15,2003
bill # / subject public hearing date’

Signed:

50 °

To whom it may concem,

As a care coordinator of DD folks, | see the difference DD services makes in
their lives. Many ofthe people | serve have NO family. With out funding
for staff, they would be in crisis after crisis, some institutionalized, and
many would be abused and taken advantage of in the community.

Joyce Williams N _
Care Coordinator/Activity Coordinator

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Bcach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee hame
Committee on &p 36 , Clated April 15,2003
Bill # / subject " public hearing date

| have a daughter with a severe disability. Without DD funding through the
St. of Alaska, our family would NOT be together today. Please restore the
2.2 million dollars back to the DD general grant. The amount thatis
currently there isNOT enough for people with developmental disabilities.
Thank you,

Lynnette Haas

Signed:

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Bcach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

D 908882 m 'WNm on \wm 921 3L 8002-Sl-Hdy



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name
Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , dated April 15,2003
bill # / subject public hearing date
April 9,2003

Dear Senator,

I am writing about a vital need for developmental disability programs in our
communities. 1genuinely have seen what a difference these programs make. Please,
support restoring the Developmental Disability (DD) General Fund Base Grant. Without
this funding, families will be tom apart and faced with expenses they already do not have.

Sincerely,

Jessica Glonek
Communily Supporu Program Autiani

Sighed:
Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd#36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

10 d 9106 £82 106 "ON X8J Onl 18N3X W 12:11 301 8002-SI-Udy



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name —
Committee on SB3 & SB36 , (lated April 15,2003
bill # / subject * public hearing date

| have had the opportunity to work with children that have significant
developmental delays. Medicaid and other resources will be used as a
“side stitch” to accommodate those specific needs if the DD budget Is

cut. It is our children that are being affected and they are our future,
Please help us today!!!

Signed:

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

32.08 883 206 "ON X83 on 18N3X W 23:1! 301 8003-31-ddV



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name

Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , Clated April 15,2003
bill 4/ subject * public hearing date

As the parentofachild with multiple developmental disabilities, | know first hand the
necessity tor services. Such services help families stay together and function as other

families do. Please restore the $2.2 million in DD funding to help families who will be in
crisis without the services these funds provide!!
Cindy Deming

Signed;

T estifier

Self

Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name
Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , Olated April 15,2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date

Please send the following POM to the list of Senators attached:

I urge you to restore the $1,200,000 of underutilized funds to the Developmental
Disability (DD) General Fund Base Grant budget line. Community Services arc a cost
effective way to provide the ser'ices necessary to keep families/individuals out of crisis
without assessing more expensive Medicaid funded services. Wini Crosby

Signed:

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

S/.08 882 106 "ON XW Oil 18\3)1 UU 12:11 3fll S002-SI-ad8



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
Committee on SB35 & SB 36 , Clated April 15,2003
bill # / suhiccf . PR T T U,
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name
Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , Oated April 15, 2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date'
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Signed:

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Bcach Rd#36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

s10£ £82 106 on [ on I M W821]_’I. 3(11 £002-81-HdV
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Linda LeVcque

197 W. Corral St.
Soldotna.AK 99669
907-262-5675

April 9,2003

To Whom it Concern:

I am currently a foster mother for a boy with disabilities. It is because of the DD
funding that 1am able to provide a therapeutic home and supply him with the services he
so desperately needs. It is because of this that he is now developing peer relations and
inclusion could be part of his future. If this funding is remove | know for certain that I
would be negatively affected, and that it then would affect the environment that my foster
son has become so accustomed to. Please do not destroy what we have labored so hard to

achieve these past two years.

SLOe £82 m  'ON xw on im W s2;::3M €00.-Si-ydy



Senate Finance Committee Hearing

lof |

Subject: Senate Finance Committee Hearing
Date: Mon, 14 Apr2003 19:25:31 -0600

From : "roguszka" <roguszka@tnyexcel.com>
To: <Senator__Con_Biinde@Legis.state.ak.us>

I would like you to forward my comments on the fiscal gap issue to
the Senate Finance Committee for its April 15-16 hearing. My
comments are in my letter to you of March 15, 2003 as to ny
thoughts for a significant solution. You kindly responded to me
via letter of April 1, 2003. That four page proposal, if applied
to everyone using Alaska for whatever reason including
corporations, would generate in excess of $237,500,000 annually.

Eugene G. Roguszka
4400 O'Malley Rd.,
Anchorage, AK 99507

4/15/2003 8:16 AM
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mailto:Senator__Con_Biinde@Legis.state.ak.us

Senator Con Bunde

Alaska State Cagitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Senator Bunde:

In response to your e-mail of March 11, 2003 requesting mg thoughts as
to the best solution to Alaska's fiscal gap, | propose the adoption of an
“*Alaska Universal User Fee”. Within the criteria of my proposal, that
fee could generate at least $237,300,000 annually.

1. The fee would apply to every person using Alaska for what ever
reason, i.e., living here as a resident or non-resident, visiting as a tourist,
entering and spending some time as a salesman, contractor?mcludmﬁ all
contractor personnel?, consultant, working as an off-shore or on-shore
fisherman, out-of-state oil field worker—just to same a handful of
typical users.

2. The fee would effectively be a monthly fee.

3. The fee would be voluntary for the first 48 hours of an arri'iJ in
Alaska. 1t could be voluntary for the 11th and 12th morJhs of a
consecutive period related to a calendar year. For all other time, the fee
would be mandatory and due.

4. As a condition of adopting the “Alaska Universal User Fee”, hoth the
Permanent Fund Distribution Program and the Longevity Bonus
Program would continue, basically in accord with present practices.

5. Fees due could be deducted from the Permanent Fund Dividend,
through payroll deduction, as a surcharge on airplane tickets, and as a
payment at a port of entry of a vehicle or boat. Some users might be
difficult to reach such as “outside” fishermen of the Bering Sea;
however, | believe, these people could be reached via fish landings.

6. Duplication must be avoided. Accordingly, a receipt would be issued
to a recipient ofa PFD check (if the fee was deducted therein) to avoid a

-1 -



payroll deduction covering the same calendar period. A decal, or
similar device, would be issued to a motorhome/car visitor upon entering
Alaska to avoid a citation by a law enforcement officer.

7. With the *Alaska Universal User Fee” in place, some other proposals
might not be necessary, 1., annual school tax, state wildlife conservation
Bass, the seasonal sales tax, and discontinuation of the Longevity Bonus

rogram—that program will phase itself out soon enough if one carefully

reads the obituary pages.

8. The “Alaska Universal User Fee” might be in the range of $15 to $25
per month.

Some hasic statistics should be noted:

0 The population of Alaska in the year 2002 was 643,786; this was a
healthy increase from 633,630 in the year 2001. The increase was 1.6%.

0 The number of paid PFD applicants was 587,518 in 2002 vs. 581,509 in
2001. This was an increase of only 1.0%

0 The number of non-resident workers was 67,963 in 2001; resident
workers were 301,881 which does not include federal emBonees and the
selfemployed—some of whom probably were paid the PFD.

0 The number of visitors (arrivals to Alaska) between October 2001 and
September 2002 was well over 1,500,000 people; this does not include
resident arrivals.

Based on a user fee of, say, $25 per month, the revenue generated
annually would be:

0 PFD applicants 587,518 @ $250 each $146,900,000
0 Residents (non-PFD recipients) 56,268 @ $250 each ~ $14,100,000



0 Non-resident workers who work full time, say 50% of
67,963 @ $250 each $ 8,500,000

0 Non-resident workers who work less than full time, say 50%
of 67,963 @ $25 per month for 6 month average $5,100,000

0 Visitors of 1,500,000, say, 10% for 2 months @ $25 $ 7,500,000
0 Visitors of 1,500,000, say, 90% for L month @ $25 $33,800,000
0 Sub-Total $215,900,000
0 It is not unrealistic to add a contingency of 10% to

cover growth in 2003 and to expect identification

of additional users not herein noted. Further refine-

ment of data by more intimately knowledgeable

people within the government may add even more.

Add 10% of $215,900,000 $ 21,600,000
0 Total $237,500,000

At a rate 0f $20, the revenue generated would be $190,000,000; ata
rate of §15, the annual revenue would be $142,500,000. Each $1.00



would generate $9,500,000.

This illustrates my view that we individually and collectively have an
obligation to support reasonable levels and sizes of state services. In my
earlier letter to you, | expressed opposition to elimination of the Longe-
vity Bonus Program now because that would have placed a major share
of the financial burden on a very small increment of the population.

The above approach is one of fairness and equality in sharing the cost
without an excessive burden to each of us. No one person or group is

singled out for special treatment.

| am available to discuss this proposal further.

Anchorage, Alaska 99507-6524

Phone 907-346-1024; Fax 907-346-1074
E-Mail: roguszka@myexcel.com
March 15, 2003
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Rc: LegisIn'ive Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Budget

Subject: He: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Sun, 13 Apr 2003 13:34:45 -0700 (PDT)
From: doug hill <deeryard2001 @yahoo.com>
To: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Bunde,
Thank you for the updates that you send to us, your constituents.

It seems that the ruling class in Juneau erroneously believes that we have to dismantle (HB 191, EO 107)
the ability lo protect the very things that make Alaska rich - our lakes, streams, rivers, wetlands, riparian
zones, etc. in order to cut state spending. | would gladly relinquish my PFD and pay taxes in order lo
maintain the quality of Alaska's habitat. You can't have fish and wildlife without habitat. D >you treat
your home and your yard like some of the poor resource extraction companies and contractors treat

the country in the vicinity of their projects. When are folks going to stand up and treat the country with
some respect.

I will support responsible development and responsible politicians. | grew up in a Republican family and
have voted undeclared as an adult. | have voted for whom 1 fell was the best candidate (Republican and
Democrat). But, after witnessing the fiasco with regard to EO 107 and HB 191/SB 143 I plan to do all |
can to assist any party other than the Republican party in the future. EO 107 and HB 191/SB 143 are just
two examples of situations where the WAS NO LEGITIMATE OR INTELLIGENT CASE, YET THE
VAST MAJORITY OF REPUBLICANS WERE NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO THINK FOR
THEMSELVES - THEY LOCK STEPPED TO THE MURKOWSKI BEAT IN SPITE OF PUBLIC
SENTIMENT. Until a Republican can show me they arc working for the state and not special interests, I
will join the growing ranks of anti-republicans.

It is time to dissolve the two party system. | am tired of Democrat and Republican partisan politics.

Thank you for your time and efforts,
Doug Hill
Constituent

_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us> wrote:
Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is
frustrating after twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my
considered opinion that if we do not address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill
our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy will experience a drastic downturn that will have a negative
impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

That's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is
cut, and no one likes the prospect of new taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the State
continues to sperd more money than it has, we'll be in deep financial trouble Ihat will
require very deep cuts to core services plus higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus,
perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed their version of the Governor s budget proposal to the Senate, which

ior2 4/15/2003 8:57 AM
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Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Subject: Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Sun, 13 Apr 2003 16:22:36 -0800
From: M&J Coulombe <coulombe@gci.net>
To: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.statc.ak.us>

Con - CUT CUT CUT!!I Cut the Longevity Bonus and anything else we can possibly do!! Support the Governor's
proposals!

— Criginal Message.....

From: Con Bunde

To: Legislative Update

Sent: Friday, April 11, 2003 5:11 PM

Subject: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is
frustrating after twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my
considered opinion that if we do not address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill
our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy will experience a drastic downturn that will have a negative
impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

That's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is
cut, and no one likes the prospect of new taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the State
continues to spend more money than it has, we'll be in deep financial trouble that will
require very deep cuts to core services plus higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus,
perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed their version of the Governor's budget proposal to the Senate, which
has also been considering their version in various subcommittees. The Senate Finance
Committee will be taking public comment on their proposed budget from around the
state April 15-16. Anchorage residents will be able to comment via teleconference on
April 15th between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. at the Anchorage Legislative Information
Office, 716 W. 4th Avenue.

While you have doubtless read about the more controversial budget proposals in the

newspaper, | encourage you to review the Senate Finance Subcommittees’ Close-out Reports
for yourself at http://www.legfin.state.ak.us/ and take the time to offer your comments to the
full committee. You can do so during the public comment teleconference. If you cannot gel
to the teleconference, but would like to comment, please contact me, preferably in writing by
fax or e-mail, and 1 will be happy lo forward your comments to the committee for the record.

Con

All addresses ihi' "blind".foryourprivacy. /| strict "no spam” /uiliry is observed. Ifvondon | U:sh to receive "legislative Update,"just

let me know. |fvon knOW a.friend or neighbor who lut\ notirevived "legislative Update" lint would like to Itr Intituled, | will be plod to

include them Ifthey Cnititiet me. Your replies, continents, ipiestimts, ontl/or suggestions are welcome. Constituent comments on legislation
and paltry issues may be labttloled, slutted with other legislators, or (gutted in >71><)((cites. Names, however, will be kept private.

4/15/2003 8:57 AM
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RE: Legislative Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Budget

Subject: RE: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Mon, 14 Apr 2003 12:45:03 -0500
From: "Townsend, Monte A" <TownseMA@BP.com>
To: "'Con Bunde' <Senator_Con_Bunde@ Legis.state.ak.us>

Con,
Just a quick note in response. And | am your neighbor - physically, as our property joins each other on Goldenview.

Please maintain your stance on reducing spending, even though it means cuts to services. | favor user fees,
substantial ones if necessary. Then we can more appropriately make the decision of how much we want to pay for.
| do not agree with monies going into a general fund to then be distributed.

The suggested reduction by the governor is good. Please support. Personally | would even push harder on trying to
take oul expenses this year.

A little good news. Compared to many other States our budget is much better off!
Thanks for working hard.

Monte Townsend

Original Message-----
From: Con Bunde [mailto:Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us]
Sent: Friday, April 11, 2003 5:12 PM
T0: Legislative Update
Su bject: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is frustrating after
twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my considered opinion that if we do not
address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy will experience a
drastic downturn that will have a negative impact on business, stale services, and all citizens alike.

That's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is cut, and no
one likes the prospect of new taxes or lees, most of us recognize that if the State continues to spend more
money than it has, we'll be in deep financial trouble that will require very deep cuts lo core services plus
higher taxes than arc currently proposed. Plus, perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed Iheir version of the Governor's budget proposal to the Senate, which has also been
considering their version in various subcommittees. The Senate Finance Committee will be Inking
public comment on their proposed budget from around the state April 15-16. Anchorage residents
will be able to comment via teleconference on April 15th between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. at the
Anchorage Legislative Information Office, 716 W. 4th Avenue.

While you have doubtless read about the more controversial budget proposals in the newspaper, |
encourage you to review the Senate Finance Subcommittees' Close-out Reports for yourself at
http://www.legfin.state.ak.us/ and lake the time to offer your comments to the full committee. You can do
so during the public comment teleconference. If you cannot gel to the teleconference, but would like to
comment, please contact me, preferably in writing by fax or e-mail, and | will be happy to forward your
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RE: legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

lol 2

Subject: RE: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Mon, 14 Ap <2003 11:07:58 -0800
From: "Carman, John' <JCarmun@homestatemtg.com>
To: 'Con Bunde' <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

Thank you for the information. Please pass my comments on to the committee. As O'Riley would say | will try to be
Pithy when | Opine.

I have lived in Alaska since 1971 - 1am in the banking industry and have seen many booms and busts. | agree with
you completely that an adjustment should be made in smaller amounts earlier rather than large drastic amounts
later. | also firmly believe that the purpose of the permanent fund was to fund government. The only way you can
justify taxing one group of Alaskans while you are paying out "excess" money to another group is if you believe the
purpose of government is to redistribute income. In that case you also need to move to a socialist country - but you
better move quick because they are all failing rapidly. No argument of 'Fairness’ makes any sense - why is it more
fair to tax a working, contributing, Alaskan that has lived here for many years rather than take part of a pfd from a 10
year old ihat moved here from Los Angeles last year ?

Original Message—
From: Con Bunde [mailto:Senator Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us]
Sent: April 11, 2003 5:12 PM
T0: Legislative Update
Su bje Ct. Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is
frustrating after twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my
considered opinion that if we do not address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill
our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy will experience a drastic downturn that will have a negative
impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

That’s the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is
cut, and no one likes the prospect of new taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the State
continues to spe- . more money than il has, we'll be in deep financial trouble that will require
very deep cuts to core services plus higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus, perhaps,
even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed their version of the Governor's budget proposal to the Senate, which
has also been considering their version in various subcommittees. The Senate Finance
Committee will be taking public comment on their proposed budget from around the
state April 15-16. Anchorage residents will be able to comment via teleconference on
Anpril 15th between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. at the Anchorage Legislative Information
Office, 716 W. 4th Avenue.

While you have doubtless read about the more controversial budget proposals in the

newspaper, |l encourage you to review the Senate Finance Subcommittees' Close-out Reports
for yourself at hUp://www.legfin.state.ak.us/ and take the time to offer your comments to the
full committee. You can do so during the public comment teleconference. If you cannot get
to the teleconference, but would like to comment, please contact me, preferably in writing by
fax or e-mail, and 1 will be happy to forward your comments to the committee for the record.

Con

4/15A2003 8:56
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Rc: Legislative Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on die Budget

loll

Subject: Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Date: Sun, 13 Apr 2003 08:58:12 -0800
From: Dianne Holmes <dianeh@corecom.net>
To: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.staie.ak.us>

Con,
I have looked at part of the Close-out reports and while they are of
course very confusing to the average citizen, | have some guestions:

Regarding the fire suppression funds--it appears there is a lot of new
funding especially for ‘'preparedness.” What will those funds actually
be used for?

Also | see in “he Ed budget that the funding for "ward of the state™
has been eliminated which will affect the larger cities such as

Anchorage. | assume that DFYS is still responsible for child abuse and
neglect, so | would assume that funding would still be needed for
those children who become wards of the state. | am not sure what

funding LFYS has for such needs or why the Ed budget has/had this
program, but | would think DFYS can't do their job without means to
deal with ‘wards.” What does this mean?

I did not see anything about Community Schools in the budget but may
have missed it. You know thr.L CS gives the whole state the biggest
bang for the buck and probably should be under mental health.
Sometimes such low cost programs are the only healthy social outlet
that families have. New-to-the-state families & those where English is
not their first language may use CS as their only social outlet for
becoming familiar with a strange climate. Anything that can be done co
help volunteers carry out this critical program should be encouraged
as we all benefit in the end with a healthier society. The program
should not be deleted from the statutes (like was planned, | believe)
and some, even minor, funding should be given to help keep this
program alive so that it can be revived more fully when our next
Pruahoe comes in.

Dianne Holmes

4/15/2003 8:57 AM
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Rc: legislative Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Budget

Subject: Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Sun, 13 Apr 2003 08:20:04 -0800
From: Steve Heuslee <shenslee@juno.com>
To: Senator_Con_Runde@Legis.state.ak.us

Con,

I agree with your recent e-mail and | agree the PFD will go away, but not now. The legislature has shown
no fiscal responsibility to date and their only solution has been to find more money. With this mind set, the
permanent fund will not be permanent for long. You say we have not had to deal with reality. Allowing
access to the permanent fund prior to real fiscal decisions being made and before someone stands up to
take leadership in the legislature (this does not include Pete Kott), access lo the permanent fund will only
continue the dream world. If you think we have problems now, what will it look like when there is no

permanent fund?

I fully support the governor's budget, please support it in Juneau. | know it's tough, but now is the
opportunity to lead.

Steve Henslee

I of I 4/15/2003 8:57 AM
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Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Subject: Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Fri, 11 Apr 2003 20:04:20 -0800 (Alaskan Standard Time)
From: "FINKLE" <finkie@arctic.net>
To: <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator Bunde,

When the surplus is gone, it's gone. When the special programs of reward ate out of money,
then they too are gone. That will eventually include the PFD which I personally feel should be
applied to the infra structure of Alaska. [guess the question is, will the political climate use PFD
wisely or bring the "pork" back to their constituents without the greater interest of Alaska at
heart? Ithink the public thinks the legislature is not capable of the greater good when local
interests pull off resources needed for state wide henefit.

There are no free rides. If people want improvements and a social structure supportive of their
life style, ten taxes are required to provide that elevated level of living (i.e. roads, education,
harbors ,id trade)

['don't think paying the bills has much to do with developing new economic opportunities.
However, ifyou don't pay the bills then you've got a debt which has a negative impact on every
aspect of living in the state Paying the bills has everything to do with the maintenance of the
state, its programs and its ability to give our citizens what they have come to expect as a given
with out paying the "fiddler." Something has to give. It'stime to pay the fiddler. Iam not
familiar with the detailed aspects of the Governors budget proposal. Regardless, if the public
has to chip in to maintain our level of maintenance and operation, then so be it.

Rod Finkle
Original Message-------

From: Con Bunde

Date: Friday, April 11, 2003 17:15:27

To: Legislative Update

Subject: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is frustrating after
twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my considered opinion that if we do not
address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill our fiscal gap, Alaska’'s economy will experience
adrastic downturn that will have a negative impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

Thai's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is cut, and no
one likes the prospect * ew taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the State continues to spend more
money than it has, we'll be in deep financial trouble that will require very deep cuts to core services plus
higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus, perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

T House has passed their version of the Governor's budget proposal lo the Senate, which has also been

considering their version in various subcommittees. The Senate Finance Committee will be taking
public comment on their proposed budget from around the state April 15-16. Anchorage residents

lol 2 4/15/2003 8:58 AM
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Response to Legislative Update

Subject: Response to Legislative Update
Date: Mon, 14 Apr 2003 21:50:25 -0800

From: "Jenny Redick & Regan Sarvvas" <jnr@ alaska.net>
To: "Con Bunde" <Senator_Con_Bunde@ Legis.state.ak.us>

Hi Con:
Thanks for the greatjob keeping your constituents informed. We appreciate it.

Regarding the budget reductions, we find itincredible that the Republican legislature
is unable to end a welfare program for wealthy older Alaskans while simultaneously
cutting funding for the care and education of our young.

Given our limited resources, why are we reducing our investment in the most
vulnerable portion of our population (the segment of the population that will return
that investment in the future), while maintaining our expenditures on the members of
our community that, as a whole, are already well provided for?

The answer to that question is blatantly obvious to voters. Legislators are pandering
to those with the most political clout even Ifthey have the least need. It is distressing
to us that thoughtful, responsible leadership in this area is so lacking. What kind of
message is this sending about our priorities? What kind of future are we helping to
build for our community?

We know that budget cuts are necessary at this time. We hope that you will be a
voice of reason during this process.

Sincerely,
Regan Sarwas and Jenny Redick

4/15/2003 9:07 AM
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Legislative Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Buadget

Subject: Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Fri, 11 Apr 2003 17:19:24 -0800
From: Gary Miller <gary.miller@alaska.com>
To: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

We agree, it’s time to get real, start with an income tax, reduce pfd
and use balance toward necessary state expenses. We cannot just cut our
way to insanity which the current direction. We are more than willing

to pay more taxes!

Gary and Susan Miller

From: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@ Legis.state.ak.us>
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

Date: Fri, 11 Apr 2003 17:11:38 -0800

To: Legislative Update <lIsncbun+legupdate@ legis.state.ak.us>
Subject: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public
Comment on the Budget

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts
on some Alaskans. That is frustrating after twenty years of
not having to address that reality. However, it's my
considered opinion that if we do not address the reductions and
the revenues necessary to fill our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy
will experience a drastic downturn that will have a negative
impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

That's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a
program they use and/or value is cut, and no one likes the
prospect of new taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the
State continues to spend more money than it has, we'll be in
deep financial trouble that will require very deep cuts to core
services plus higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus,
perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed their version of the Governor's budget
proposal to the Senate, which has also been considering their
version in various subcommittees. The Senate Finance Committee
will be taking public comment on their proposed budget from
around the state April 15-16. Anchorage residents will be able
to comment via teleconference on April 15th between 8:00 p.m.
and 9:00 p.m. at the Anchorage Legislative Information O ffice,
716 W. 4th Avenue.

While you have doubtless read about the more controversial

4/15/2003 8:58 AM
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Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

| of |

Subject: Senate Finance to Take Public Commenton the Budget
Date: Mon, 14 Apr 2003 22:15:57 -0900

From: leewilson@ gci.net
To: Con Bunde <Senatoi_Con_Bunde@ Legis.state.ak.us>

Lee Wilson

9621 Hillside Drive

Anchorage, AK 99507-6010
907-346-3669

leewilson@ gci.net

4/14/2003

Senate Budget Subcommittee Closeouts

I am unable to make the call in on Tuesday
Please accept my comments courtesy of Senator Con
Bundy.

Governor Murkowski was elected on a pro-
education campaign among other promises. Cuts to the
foundation program, transportation and library
operations are unacceptable. We are asking the
schools to do more than ever with more accountability
than ever yet they continue to perform well by any
measure, These cuts undermine education achievement
and begin a decline to less than excellent schooling.

The University of Alaska is just regaining its
footing. Public confidence is just returning. Cuts
now will undermine program and progress.

The Habitat division must remain with fish
and Game. The governor clearly does not understand
that Fish and Game has the best long range look at
how development affects habitat and how bes

t to

mitigate damage. Murkowski told us a lot of mis-
truth about his proposal. | smell a skunk, it reeks
of outright forestry favoritism . The director of

DNR came from where?

Close the state chemistry lab in Juneau?
Doesn't that just tie the hands of environmental
enforcement?

Safe communities are the heart of democratic
society. How can a cut of $4,193.9 be good for ny
family and our neighbors?

How can $511.7 be subtracted from Motor Vehicles
without a fee increase to maintain current level of
service?

4/15/2003 9,06 AM
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To all Senate Finance Committee Members:
Senator Lyda Green, Co-chair.(Fax; 465-3805)
Senator Gary Wilken, Co-Chair (Fax 465-4714)
Senator Con Bunde, Vice Chair (Fax 465-3871)
Senator Robin Taylor (Fax 465-3922)
Senator Ben Stevens (Fax 465-3872)
Senator Lyman Hoffman (Fax 465-4453)
Senator Donny Olson (Fax 465-4821)

Dear Senator:

The Cook Inlet Historical Society urges you to restore funding the State Library and State
Archives budgets. Restoring funds io the Alaska State Archives and State Library would ensure
public access during regular business hours and provide at least a minimum service level for
these organizations.

Public access to government records is a vital part of our democratic society. For example,
citizens use government records to document their right to vote, apply for a permanent fund
dividend, and to register for unemployment, health benefits, and other social services. State
records help us understand the history of our state and nation, and they play an important role in
the interpretation of our past. Open access to government records are central to maintaining a
free and open society and one of state government’s most fundamental and vital responsibilities.

In addition, the cuts proposed for the state library will adversely affect the historical collections
and public access to the services and collections will be severely limited. Researchers traveling
to Juneau to use the resources of the state library have a special financial hardship, as the hours
of the historical collections that are already on reduced hours due to prior budget cuts will be
further limited.

The Cook Inlet Historical Society members are asking you to restore the funds for the Alaska
State Archives and State Library programs. State archives and libraries arc vital government
services that should be supported even in times of financial hardship. 1f1 can provide further
infonnation to you and your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me.

located in the Anchorage Museum of History and An
at the Rasmuson Center
121 West Seventh Avenue. Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3696
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the  Senate Finance Committee
(committee name)

committee on Budget/PFD/CBR dated

I'm a Board Member of Alaska Voters Organization. My name is Laurie Churchill. I am very concerned
with the large amount of money which has raided from our Constitutional Budget Reserve. This CBR
was only meant to Le a rainy day account. Its supposed to be repaid. Alaska's economy is depending

on you to vote NO for any spending that is not constitutionally mandated. We have schools that may
have to close. 1 have never seen more people moving out of state as there are this spring. We are loosing
a large population of people this year. Gasoline prices are outrageous!!! Jobs are scarce. Enacting

new taxes is the last thing these people of Alaska need. Our Representatives need to stop spending our
tax money on anything outside of the Constitutionally mandated requirements. The deficit spending needs
to stop. If these special interest legislation bills are not being passed and the deficit spending was under
control, then our State would not have any need for new taxes. Stop wasting our tax money on bills that
only help lobbyists and some select few with their own special interests. The people of Alaska elected
you. Stop trying to get into our PFD!

Laurie Churchill
PO Box 7043
Nikiski, AK 99635

776-3499
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To all Senate Finance Committee Members;
Senator Lyda Green, Co-chair.(Fax'; 465-3805)
Senator Gary Wilken Co-Chair (Fix 465-4714)
Senator ConBunde, Vice Chair (Fax 465-3871)
Senator Robin Taylor (Fax 465-3922)
Senator Ben Stevens (Fax 465-3872)
Senator Lyman Hoffiman (Fax 465 -4453)
Senator Donny Olson (Fax 465-4821)

Dear Senator:

The Cook Inlet Historical Society urges you to restore funding the State Library and State
Archives budgets. Restoring funds to the Alaska State Archives and State Library would ensure
public access during regular business hours and provide at least a minimum service level for
these organizations.

Public access to government records is a vital part of our democratic society. For example,
citizens use government records to document their right to vote, apply for a permanent fond
dividend, and to register for unemployment, health benefits, and other social services. State
records help us understand the history of our state and nation, and they play an important role in
the interpretation of our past. Open access to government records are central to maintaining a
free and open society and one of state government’s most fundamental and vital responsibilities.

In addition, the cuts proposed for the state library will adversely affect the historical collections
and public access to the services and collections will be severely limited. Researchers traveling
to Juneau to use the resources of the state library have a special financial hardship, as the hours
of the historical collections that are already on reduced hours due to prior budget cuts will be
further limited.

The Cook Inlet Historical Society members are asking you to restore the fonds for the Alaska
State Archives and State Library programs. State archives and libraries arc vital government
services that should be supported even in times of financial hardship. 1f1 can provide further
information to you and your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me.

121 West .Seventh Avenue. Anchorage. AJaska 99501-3696
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MAR 24 2003

PLEASE ADD TO PUBLIC TESTIMONY

Paul Brmner

626 “N" Street
Anchorage, AK 99501
277-7967/337-1981

20 March 2003
Dear Senator Green:

It has come to my attention that th*™* Governor’s proposed budget incl'tdes a
cut of 10% to the Department of Labor’s a dult Basic Education funding, as well as
the elimination of the Human Services Matching Grant (HSMG). Both of these cuts
would impede valuable services to the state, such as those provided by the Anchorage
Literacy Project. Ifthese cuts take effect, there will be an alarming increase in Alaska
residents who lack the basic literacy skills to support themselves. This will be a
significant burden to the economy and health of the state.

I have included a series ofletters written by students of the Anchorage Literacy
Project; all of these students have a substantial investment in our continued services. 1
hope that you will review these letters carefully and also review the case I’m presenting
in this letter for restoration of HSMG and ABE funding to the budget. | hope that you act
as soon as possible to champion the interests of Alaska as served by programs like the
Anchorage Literacy Project.

The Anchorage Literacy Project is taking an active role in creating an adult-basic-
education infrastructure for the entire state.

» The Anchorage Literacy Project is Alaska’s only teacher-training program
certified in the Laubach method, the most comprehensive method for imparting
basic reading and writing skills to adult learners.

« The Anchorage Literacy Project regularly trains instructors from programs
serving communities around the state, including Homer, Valdez, Glenallen,
Nome, Bethel, and Kodiak.

< The Anchorage Literacy Project leads staff development workshops at the annual
Professional Development Conference, attended by trainers from around the state
of Alaska.



 The Anchorage Literacy Project provides training and consultation which helps
literacy pi grams statewide meet the rigorous federal standards of assessment and
reporting for Adult Basic Education.

These services are all made possible by AJBE funding and the HSMG grant.
These services cannot be duplicated by any organization currently working in the state. If
these services are cut, the rate of functional illiteracy in Alaska will rise. This will
have severe consequences. The functionally illiterate are much more likely to become
dependents of the state. The functionally illiterate are easily victimized, and are
extremely vulnerable to accidents and medical problems due to an inability to read signs
and simple instructions. Children 0! the functionally illiterate face severe disadvantages
learning basic skills. It is difficult for the functionally illiterate to enter the workforce;
therefore, any increase in functional illiteracy will result in an increased crime rate. When
the functionally illiterate do enter the workforce, they represent a great burden io
corporations’ productivity and profit, demanding more staff supervision and causing
more workplace accidents than functionally literate employees.

The monies the Anchorage Literacy Project receives from ABE funding and the
HSMG support four part-time staff positions. These staff positions support a program of
189 volunteers who generate $1,177,417 in in-kind labor, goods, and services annually,
instructing a total of 800 students a year. These students gain literacy skills which enable
entrance to Alaska’s workforce. The Anchorage Literacy Project serves students other
programs cannot, including students who start with absolutely no literacy skills and
students who require home tutoring. Anchorage Literacy Project students who have met
their goals have gone on to employment in all of Alaska’s major industries, including
resource development, transportation, tourism, medicine, and education. This represents a
great value to the slate of Alaska, and I think you’ll find it is money well spent.

There are alternatives to cutting ABE funding and the HSMG. These include a
slight increase to the proposed head tax, or use of the money from felons’ PFD. | hope
that you will recognize the value of the work that the Anchorage Literacy Project and
other programs carries out, a.id that you will do everything possible to champion
restoration of this valuable funding. Please feel free to contact me with any response or
questions.

Y<

'sscssmont Specialist, Anchorage Literacy Project



Anchorage
Literacy
Project

Student
L_etters

Please admit all to public
testimony



Cheri Hung
2806 Brittany Drive
Anchorage, AK 9904

Dear Representative Anderson:

My name is Cheri Hung. I came from Taiwan. | came to Anchorage four months ago. |
live with my aunt.

The teachers and staff of Anchorage Literacy Project always teach and work hard for
every student. They are quite dedicated. It’s important that there is a organization to help
people who come to the new place - Alaska. It’s even more important to teach people

how to support themselves.

English literacy is the basic job skill. I1fwe couldn’t study in ALP in the future, we
couldn’t expect to have ajob one day. It will be a problem that some people don’t have a
job. More expansion, more alcohol problems ... problems we won’t figure out without

an organization like ALP.

So I think ALP is a very important organization to me and society. Today | receive the
care of ALP, tomorrow I would like to be a volunteer. Because | really appreciate ALP

and Alaska’s government.

Please don’t cut HSMG and Adult Basic Education spending. It’s important to me.

Yours truly,

Chen nung



Young Suk Park
1703 Northwestern
Anchorage 99508

Dear Senator Guess:

I am Young Suk Park.

I’m from South Korea.

I’ve been live in Anchorage during 8 months.
Anchorage is good for me.

At first 1 didn’t speak English.

My friend introduce in Anchorage Literacy Project.
So | am studying at ALP.

ALP help me many things.

If 1 can speak English I’ll get ajob.

I’m proud of ALP the staff and volunteer.

I come in here every day.

Studying here has expanded my views of the world.
And I understand USA now.

I want to meet many friends at here.

I’ll hope ALP is forever-—-

Sincerely,

Young
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