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M E M O R  A N  D U M March 3,2003

SUBJECT: Initiative and Referendum Petitions 
(HB 31, Work Order No. 23-LSO201\A)

TO:

FROM:

Representative Bill Williams 
Attn: Tim Barry

Kathryn L. Kurtz 
Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary o f the above-described bill.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered 
an authoritative interpretation o f the bill and the bi)' itself is the best statement o f its 
contents. If  you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set 
o f circumstances, please advise.

Section 1. Changes the statutory signature requirements for filing an initiative petition 
with the lieutenant governor. Requires that the petition be signed by residents o f at least 
three-fourths o f the house districts in the state (an increase from two-thirds), and requires 
that the number o f signatures from voters in each o f those house districts be equal to at 
least seven percent o f the number o f people who voted in that district in the preceding 
general election.

Section 2. Makes the same changes as in section one to the corresponding statute 
relating to referenda.

Section 3. Makes the act effective only if  a constitutional amendment to the same effect 
is passed by the voters at the 2004 general election.

Section 4. Makes the act effective the same date as the constitutional amendment, if  the 
act takes effect.
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ONS T I T U T I ON  OF t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a C o n s t i

or joint administration of any functions or 
powers, may be made by any local govern­
ment with any other local government, with 
the State, or with the United States, unless 
otherwise provided by law or charter. A city 
may transfer to the borough in which it is 
located any of its powers or functions unless 
prohibited by law or charter, and may in like 
manner revoke the transfer.
§ 14. Local Government Agency. An 
agency shall be established by law in the ex­
ecutive branch o f the state government to 
advise and assist local governments. It shall 
review their activities, collect and publish 
local government information, and perform 
other duties prescribed by law.
§15. Special Service Districts. Special ser­
vice districts existing at the time a borough 
is organized shall be integrated with the gov­
ernment of the borough as provided by law.

A RT IC LE  X I
Initiative, Referendum, and Recall
Sec.

1. Initiative and Referendum.
2. Application.
3. Petition.
4. Initiative Election.
5. Referendum Election.
6. Enactment.
7. Restrictions.
8. Recall.

§ 1. Initiative and Referendum. The
people may propose and enact laws by the 
initiative, and approve or reject acts of the 
legislature by the referendum.
§ 2. Application. An initiative or referen­
dum is proposed by an application contain­
ing the bill to be initiated or the act to be 
referred. The application shall be signed by 
not less than one hundred qualified voters 
as sponsors, and shall be filed with the lieu­
tenant governor. I f  he finds it in proper form 
he shall so certify. Denial o f certification 
shall be subject to judicial review. [Amend­
ment approved August 25,1970 -  Effective 
October 10,1970]
§ 3. Petition. After certification of the 
application, a petition containing a summary 
o f the subject matter shall be prepared by 
the lieutenant governor for circulation by the 
sponsors. I f  signed by qualified voters, equal 
in number to ten per cent of those who voted 
in the preceding general election and resi­
dent in at least two-thirds of the house dis­
tricts of the State, it may be filed with the 
lieutenant governor. [Amendment approved 
August 25, 1970 -  Effective October 10, 
1970; Amendment approved November 3, 
1998 -  Effective January 3,1999]
§ 4. Initiative Election. An initiative peti­
tion may be filed at any time. The lieuten­
ant governor shall prepare a ballot title and 
proposition summarizing the proposed law, 
and sh"1' place them on the ballot for the 
first stc.ewide election held more than one 
hundred- twenty days after adjournment of 
the legislative session following the filing. 
If, before the election, substantially the same 
measure has been enacted, the petition is 
void. [Amendment approved August 25,
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ARTICLE XII

§ 8. Recall. All elected public officials in 
the State, except judicial officers, are subject 
to recall by the voters o f  the State or politi­
cal subdivision from which elected. Proce­
dures and grounds for recall shall be pre­
scribed by die legislature.

A RT IC LE  X II 
General Provisions
Sec.

1 . State Boundaries.
2. Intergovernmental Relations.
3. Office of Profit.
4. Disqualification for Disloyalty.
5. O ath  o f Office.
6 . M erit System.
7. Retirem ent Systems.
8 . Residual Power.
9. Provisions Self-Executing.

10. Interpretation.
11 . Law -M aking Power.
12. Disclaimer and A greem ent.
13. Consent to A ct o f  A dmission.
14. Approval o f  Federal A m endm ent to 

Statehood A ct Affecting an Interest of 
the State U nder that Act.

§ 1. State Boundaries. T h e  State o f  Alaska 
shall consist o f all the territory, together with 
the territorial waters appurtenan t thereto, 
included in the Territory o f  Alaska upon the 
date o f  ratification of this constitution by the 
people o f  Alaska.
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§ 5. R eferendum  Election. A  referendum 
petition may be filed only within ninety days 
after adjournm ent o f the legislative session 
at which the act was passed. T he lieutenant 
governor shall prepare a ballot title  and 
proposition summarizing the act and shall 
place them  on the ballot for the first state­
wide election held more than one hundred- 
eighty days after adjournm ent o f  tha t ses­
sion. [A m endm ent approved A ugust 25, 
1970 -  Effective October 10,1970]

§ 6. E nactm ent. I f  a majority o f  the votes 
cast on the proposition favor its adoption, 
the initiated measure is enacted. I f  a major­
ity o f  the votes cast on the proposition favor 
die rej ection o f an act referred, it is rejected. 
T h e  lieu tenant governor shall certify the 
election returns. A n initiated law becomes 
effective ninety days after certification, is not 
subject to veto, and may not be repealed by 
the legislature w ithin two years o f its ef cec- 

o  tive date. I t  may be amended a t any time. 
A n act rejected by referendum is void thirty 
days after certification. Additional proce- 

£  . dures for the initiative and referendum may 
be prescribed by law. [Amendment approved 
A ugust 25, 1970 -  Effective O ctober 10, 
1970]

§ 7. Restrictions. T he initiative shall not 
be used to dedicate revenues, make or re­
peal appropriations, create courts, define the 
jurisdiction o f  courts or prescribe their rules, 
or enact local or special legislation. T h e  ref­
erendum  shall no t be applied to dedications 
o f revenue, to appropriations, to local or spe­
cial legislation, or to laws necessary for the 
im m ediate preservation o f  the public peace, 
health, or safety.



M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Members of the House Finance Committee 
FROM: Tim Barry, Aide to Representative Bill Williams 
RE: HB31/HJR5 Constitutional Convention Minutes 
DATE: 04/28/03

Attached are excerpts from the Alaska Constitutional Convention regarding the 
Initiative process. I pulled these minutes from the Department of Law’s website. 
Delegates spent the better part of two and a half days at the Convention discussing the 
issues of Initiative and Referendum. I have read through all of this discussion, and have 
pulled out what I consider to be the most relevant parts of it. It is long, but helpful in 
understanding the thinking of the delegates on the issue.

Comments of interest:
Taylor, p.4: Talks about the fact that they designed the Article to try to protect the 

state from pressure groups.
Taylor, p. 10: Talks about local legislation and the concept of limiting the number of 

signatures from one area.
Taylor, p.26: Talks about the discussion the committee had regarding geographical 

signature requirements, decided against them.
Pages 24 to 29: Discussion among delegates regarding geographical signature 

requirements, and the vote in favor of 2/3rds.

Paee-bv-Page synopsis:
Pages 1,2: Collins reads across proposed Initiative language (Note the top of Page 2, 

where it says the initiative can not be used “for special or local laws that are of interest to 
only one group of people or people in only one portion of the state.”)

Pages 2,3: Taylor -  history in other states, how Committee came up with plan, why 
Initiative is good

Page 4: Taylor -  influence of pressure groups, need for Initiative system
Page 5: Taylor, Egan - Referendums
Page 6: Taylor, Egan -  Appropriations not allowed
Page 7: Taylor, Davis - Governor can’t veto Initiative; Can’t amend
Constitution
Page 8: Taylor, McLaughlin - Need ten sponsors, 8% of voters to get 
on ballot; A.G. approves language; Emergency acts 
Pages 8,9: Hinckel - Why 10 petition sponsors are needed; Taylor -  that’s 
a safeguard
Page 9: Taylor, Buckalew - Bonding; what other states do 
Page 10: Taylor -  Signatures from various parts of state
Page 11: Barr -  do we need an Initiative process?; Why 8% statewide? Taylor -  It’s 
a good number
Page 12: Smith -  Problems California had, benefits of Initiative; V. Rivers, Hinckel 
-  Referendum to reverse Legislative act; Emergency Acts



Page 13: Taylor - Percent of voters’ signatures needed, other states 
Page 14: Marston - speech urging Initiative process 
Page 15: Taylor, Coghill - speeches supporting Initiative
Page 16: McNealy - opposes Initiative process; Kilcher -  history; M etcalf -  support 
Initiative
Page 17: Barr -  we need initiative, can’t trust legislators. Lobbyists, crackpots.
Opposes initiative
Page 18: McCutcheon -  supports;
Page 19: Buckalew -  opposes; Hurley -  supports; Gray -  suggest increasing from 8 
to 10%; Johnson -  move increase from 8 to 15%;
Page 20: Sundborg -  that’s high; Marston -  average elsewhere is 8%
Page 21: V. Rivers, Taylor -  15% too high; Marston, Hurley -  8% good; Boswell -  
15% good
Page 22: L ondborg- 15% good
Page 23: H ilscher- 85 good; Hinckel, McNealy -  15% good; Vote -  15% wins, 25 
to 23.
Page 24: Johnson -  motion requiring 2/3rds of precincts; Marston -  it’s needed 
Page 25: Londborg -  2/3rds is good
Page 26: Johnson -  amend to “2/3rds of election districts”; Smith -  opposed; Taylor, 
Hinckel -  opposed, should leave it to legislature; Cooper -  support; Londborg -  
Missouri, with 5% of 2/3rds of districts, is harder;
Page 27: Hermann -  oppose, leave it to legislature; Sundborg -  good idea to require 
statewide signatures, support 2/3rds; Buckalew -  Oppose, leave it to legislature; 
Smith -  support
Page 28: Johnson - 2/3rds is a good safeguard
Page 29: Kilcher -  Could legislature require more signatures? Johnson -  No; Kilcher 
- 1 think legislature can make changes, so I support; Vote -  2/3rds passes (38 to 13) 
Pages 30-32: Taylor moves to change 15% statewide requirement to 10%; discussion 
of this idea, comparisons to other states, Vote, 10% passes (29 to 21)
Pages 33-34: V. Rivers moves to change from 2/3rds of districts to Vi of districts. 
Discussion, Kilcher says the legislature can change it later to increase signature 
requirements. Vote, motion fails (26 to 26)
Page 35: McNealy moves Reconsideration of vote to drop 15% statewide to 10% 
Page 36: Marston -  15% is too high; Buckalew, Boswell -  support 15%
Page 37: V. Rivers, Cooper -  what the numbers mean; Vote -  10% passes (27 to 23)
Page 38: Londborg moves to require 3% of voters in each of 2/3rds of districts, talks
about need to get enough statewide support
Page 39: Hurley, V. Rivers -  opposed, there are enough safeguards
Page 40: Vote -  3% fails (17 to 31)



A L A S K A  C O N S T IT U T IO N A L  C O N V E N T IO N  

Decem ber 16th, 1955 
T H IR T Y -N IN T H  D A Y

C O L L IN S : W e have subm itted that to you , a com m ittee  report. I t  was okayed by the seven m embers o f  
th is C om m ittee . Y e t perhaps there was some in d iv id u a l fee ling  o f  m em bers that the ir idea was no t p rope rly  
expressed in  th is report, and it  was decided to  place this report back to the C onvention  fo r  the consideration 
o f  each in d iv id u a l m em ber here fo r  a fu l l  expression o f  h is op in ion , and we w ant to hear h is op in ion , and 
the com m ittee  its e lf w i l l  no t fee l bad about any am endm ent that is germ ane to  the p rinc ip le s  that are set 
fo rth  in  th is  report. I  w o u ld  lik e  to  have the d iffe re n t artic les, I  w o u ld  lik e  to read the com m ents o f  the 
C om m ittee. Perhaps i t  m igh t g ive  som e en ligh tenm ent in to  the questions that you  w o u ld  ask about that 
re p o r t  I t  w i l l  take ve ry  l i t t le  tim e. N o w  on  the com m entary o f  the C om m ittee  on  the A r t ic le  o f  In it ia tiv e , 

R eferendum  and Recall.

"(S ection  1 In it ia t iv e ) T he  in it ia t iv e  is the pow e r o f  the people to in it ia te  laws themselves and to p ro v id e  fo r  
a re ferendum  on such laws w ith o u t ac tion  b y  the leg is la ture . T h is  section reserves the a u th o rity  o f  the 
people to in it ia te  law s by  p e titio n  and vote  o f  the people d irec tly .

(Section 2  R eferendum ) T h is  section pe rm its  the people to  requ ire  tha t law s passed b y  the Leg is la tu re  be 
referred to  a vote o f  the people be fore  tak in g  effect. T h is  pow e r is kn o w n  as the Referendum .

(Section 3 Procedure) M an y  constitu tions, in  the states w h ich  make p ro v is io n  fo r  the use o f  the in it ia t iv e  
and referendum , con ta in  a great degree o f  de ta il re la ting  to  the exercise o f  the in it ia t iv e  and referendum . 
T h is  section pe rm its  the leg is la ture  to  p ro v id e  by  la w  fo r  som e details, b u t prov ides tha t the Leg is la tu re  
m ay not res tric t the substantive r ig h ts  guaranteed in  Section 4 , nor to requ ire  procedures m ore d if f ic u lt  than 
p rovided in  Section 4.

(Section 4  P e tition , b a llo t t it le ; e lec tion ; vote required) T h is  section sets fo rth  certa in  substantive p rov is ions  
and m in im u m  procedures a ffec tin g  the exercise o f  the in it ia t iv e  and referendum . T o  prevent waste o f  
m oney on e lections fo r  law s that are unconstitu tiona l, sponsors are requ ired  to subm it a proposed law  to the 
A tto rn e y  G eneral fo r  c e rtifica tio n  o f  its  con s titu tion a lity , sub ject to co u rt rev iew , p r io r  to  the c irc u la tio n  o f  
pe titions. T he  p ro v is io n  is in tended to  stop, at the in it ia l stage, the c irc u la tio n  o f  pe titions fo r  laws that 
w ou ld , even i f  approved b y  the voters, resu lt in  expensive cou rt action.

I f  the leg is la ture  adopts a measure tha t is the subject o f  the in it ia tiv e , the measure does not have to be 
subm itted to  the people.

A d d itio n a l details o f  procedure m ay be p rov ided  by the leg is la ture  sub ject to the lim its  im posed b y  this 
section. T he  procedure ou tlined  has the advantage o f  b re v ity  w h ile  in su rin g  the substantive righ ts to  the 
people.

(Section 5 R estric tions) T he  exercise o f  the in it ia tiv e  is a fundam ental r ig h t o f  the people, bu t special 
interest groups should not be pe rm itted  to un du ly  ham per the opera tion  o f  the governm ent. T he  restrictions 
in  Section 5 w il l  prevent the abuses and problem s that have som etim es arisen in  the states pe rm itting  
in it ia tiv e  and referendum . N e ithe r the in it ia t iv e  nor re ferendum  can be used w ith  regard to em ergency 
leg is la tion , appropria tions, o r  measures earm ark ing taxes and o ther revenues, o r fo r special o r  loca l laws 
that arc o f  in terest to o n ly  one group o f  people o r people in  o n ly  one p o rtio n  o f  the state.

(Section 6 R eca ll) The r ig h t o f  the people to  rem ove elected o ffic ia ls  is preserved. T he  Leg is la tu re  is 
directed to p rov ide  the m ethods to be used.

Commentary on the Article on Amendment and Revision



(Section 1 Methods) This section outlines three methods by which the constitution may be amended or 
revised. By action of two separate legislatures directly; (2) by action of one legislature and referral to the 
people; and (3) by constitutional convention.

(Section 2 Proposals by Legislature) The Legislature, by a two-thirds vote, may submit a proposed 
amendment to a vote at a general election. Use of general election is intended to insure a substantial vote on 
the question.

An alternate method is provided which permits the legislature, by a two-thirds vote, to submit a proposed 
amendment to the next legislature, but not to a succeeding session o f the same legislature. If the second 
legislature adopts the amendment by a two-thirds vote it becomes part o f the constitution without referring 
it to a vote of the people.

(Section 3 Constitutional Convention) The legislature is empowered to call a convention, but if  the 
legislature does not provide for a convention each ten years, the question is submitted to the people at the 
following general election.

The legislature is authorized to prescribe the procedures and powers of a convention; but if it does not 
make such provisions, the law calling this convention will be followed insofar as practical."

That is the commentary on the articles which your Committee has put before you in the substitute report. 
Now on December 4, to settle the line of the Committee itself, we have drafted this as short as possible, as 
plain as possible, and if  there is any amendments to come forth, the Committee will have no feeling. We 
have seven on our Committee and the Committee will answer the questions that might be put forth to 
members o f  this Committee.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Victor Rivers.

V. RIVERS: I would like to direct a question to Mr. Collins. Mr. Collins, there seems to be some difference 
of opinion as to whether or not the principle of the initiative and the referendum is a desirable and 
necessary one. I would like to have the comments or through you the comments o f your Committee as to 
whether or not you feel the use o f the initiative and referendum in any way circumscribes the idea of 
republican form of government, and if so is the principle o f the initiative and referendum a desirable one 
for inclusion in the constitution as your Committee sees it.

COLLINS: I tried to infer that the draft that submitted this report would come to one thought on the matter, 
and I tnink we got together on that, and to prevent a minority report, and I think the Committee itself is 
pretty well satisfied with this report as presented. Now to give the individual thought of the members on 
this, we spent hours on it, and I don't think that the Convention would gain a great deal by that, but it would 
take up a lot o f time. This is plain English language and to the point, and Mr. Taylor is the Vice Chairman 
of that. If you wish to make an explanation, Mr. Taylor, I would be glad for you to.

T AYLOR: Mr. Rivers, I might say we, the Committee, went into the historical background o f the initiative 
and referendum. North Dakota was the first state to adopt the initiative and referendum so as to reserve to 
the people the power o f initiating laws or either accepting or rejecting laws that have been passed by the 
legislature. Now, in our deliberations, I believe that we went through the laws, the constitutions o f various 
states that have the initiative and referendum of which there are 19, and it was between about 1898 and 
1928,1 believe it was, that the states, practically all o f the states that now have the initiative and 
referendum adopted the same. And in reviewing the history o f the use of the referendum, I think the 
Committee members had differences of opinion as to whether or not the initiative and referendum should 
be included in the constitution. Although it has not been used a great deal in the last few years in some o f  
the states that did use it before, the initiative and referendum is there and it serves a useful purpose in this 
way that the legislature does know that the people have reserved to them the right to initiate legislation and 
the right to pass upon legislation that has been passed by the legislature, so that ultimately they can, if they 
deem fit, can guide the legislature or guide the lawmaking in certain particulars. Now in practically all the 
states that have the initiative and referendum there are certain limitations put upon the matters that can be
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acted upon by those measures. Now appropriations are not subject to the initiative or the referendum.
Some states made a great mistake by not restricting the initiative measures and allowed pressure groups to 
gather great numbers of signatures to a petition and that petition would require the expenditure of large 
amounts o f money, perhaps a great deal more than the state could possibly afford and sometimes they 
would also initiate some legislation to raise money, a revenue measure and then directed that the proceeds 
of that measure would be utilized for a particular purpose. In other words, it took the making of revenue 
measures and expenditure o f the funds away from the legislature and in some instances the governmental 
functions and governmental institutions suffered a great deal. And it was necessary within as short a time as 
possible to undo the damage that has been done. Now in this present proposal as the Committee returned it, 
and I might say as Mr. Collins, our Chairman has said, that this does constitute, you may say, the 
compromise thought o f the Committee. We were several weeks. We had differences of opinion. Some of 
the members of the Committee thought that all the details o f the proposal, or all the details o f the matter, 
should be spelled out to the minute degree, and others felt that they should have the bare outline of granting 
the right to reserve powers to the people and then letting the legislature set up the machinery for 
implementing, so we have included in this proposal the least numbt.: o f  details that we could. Now of 
course our first sections there is the right o f the people.

V. RIVERS: May I ask a question. Before I go into the sections I was trying to determine, I think it is 
absolutely essential before we include anything in the constitution or in the laws that we determine three 
things: first, the desirability; second, the need; and third, the workability. Now I have gathered from what 
you said that your Committee considers the initiative and referendum desirable in the constitution.

TAYLOR: Well, I think on the matter that we have it in here now it is, because it is in a way that it cannot 
do any harm. It cannot interfere with the appropriations or raising of revenue. It cannot affect the 
disnursements o f state funds.

V. RIVERS: Could I ask this? You say it cannot do any harm. Is it good and is it actually needed in this 
particular approach?

TAYLOR: I might say, Mr. Rivers, I went into that quite carefully. I find out that all initiative and 
referendum bills, or states that adopted that method of direct legislation, there has been none since 1928. 
Some o f those states have attempted to repeal that provision of their constitution, and others have used it 
little if  any. Now there was quite a fine treatise on that subject by a professor of political science and he 
reviewed the history of the initiative and referendum in Oregon over a period of ten years, 1938-1948. He 
took the measures one by one which had been either initiated or which had been referred, and when he 
summed up his opinion after a very long study and a thorough study of the proposition, he said in all 
probability the legislature would have done the same things that the initiative and referendum 
accomplished. Of course, now we know in some states the exercise of the initiative and referendum was 
perhaps warranted by one act maybe that it put through. One of them was in California. The Civil Service 
Act for state employees wa* put through by means of the initiative measure. The legislature had been 
importuned for year after year for civil service status of the employees, and it was only in that way that they 
finally got it. Of course, if  the proper safeguards are not put around the type o f legislation that can be 
initiated by the people. As I said before, they can do a lot o f harm. There was one in California that within a 
year they found out it was bankrupting the state, and they had to get out another initiative and do away with 
the first one. Colorado had the same experience, and the State o f Washington, because they were levying 
taxes under those bills and directing where these taxes were going, and the State of Washington in a period 
of about eighteen months found themselves with not only losing a 60,000,000 dollar surplus that it had in 
the treasury but also 120,000,000 dollars in the hole. Colorado was about the same way.

V. RIVERS: With certain safeguards the Committee considers it useful and desirable. Now what about the 
workability? Do you figure it is workable in a territory like Alaska, o f this size i T ' widespread population?
I would like some comments on that.

TAYLOR: We took that into consideration, Mr. Rivers, in drawing this up. I might say in our initiative we 
have left a small percentage of the voters who voted for the governor in the previous election for the 
amount necessary to initiate a petition. So then I might say in another way that we have tried to protect the
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voters and state from pressure groups is the fact that before a petition can be circulated, ten sponsors of that 
petition must have it up and submit it to the attorney general not only as certifying as to whether the 
proposition is set out properly on the ballot but also as to its constitutionality, and if he does not give that 
certificate as to its constitutionality and the proper setting out of the ballot on that, they cannot circulate it 
and that will overcome the arguments against the initiative and referendum. In some states due to the fact 
that pressure grouDS could get the required signatures and they could file it with the secretary of state 
regardless of whether it had the proper designation o f  the matter that was to be acted on, regardless o f the 
constitutionality of it, even if  it i d  pass, the court could throw it out, so we have that for safeguards.

V. RTVERS: Your Committee, I assume, thinks it is workable for the Territory in its present form?

TAYLOR: I believe it would.

V. RIVERS: One other question, on the basis o f the general application o f  this act, before we go into detail, 
do you think that in our Organic Act it says, "We shall have a republican form o f government.” Does this in 
any way circumscribe the idea the republican form o f government which is legislation through the elected 
representative rather than direct from the people?

TAYLOR: I know that argument has been advanced. It might be the exception that if our republican form 
of government did perhaps fall down, that the general public will have a vast interest in it with their reserve 
powers, if  the powers to exercise, if the right to exercise that power is restricted to certain things, I don't 
believe it is a departure from our republican form of government.

JOHNSON: Mr. Chairman, may I address a question to Mr. Taylor? In this connection, M r. Taylor, it is my 
understanding from looking at Committee Proposal No. 5 that the Committee on Legislation recommended 
that we hold meetings of the legislature each year. Now with the legislature meeting that frequently, do you 
think it is still necessary to have some safeguards such as this as you propose, or would there be a sufficient 
check on the legislative procedure meeting once a year?

TAYLOR: I believe it would be, Mr. Johnson, in this way. It might be some very badly needed legislation 
but which the legislature would refuse to act upon. I could see a number o f  reasons which we don't have to 
elaborate on that but there might be some pressure groups. Well, if that was the case, and the people had the 
right to initiate this legislation they could possibly cure the ills that were existing by reason o f the 
legislature not working.

JOHNSON: Don't you think these so-called pressure groups might exercise just as much influence on the 
legislature?

TAYLOR: Absolutely they mignt, but if  the legislature did not act, after the legislature adjourned at any 
time in the future, then they could initiate the legislation which the legislature had refused maybe even if 
they had been petitioned, not initiative petition but other petitions.

EGAN: Mr. Chairman, may 1 address a question to Mr. Taylor?

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: You may, Mr. Egan.

EGAN: Mr. Taylor, in the article on Direct Legislation, Section 1, it says, ‘T he people reserve the power 
by petition to propose laws and to enact or reject such laws at the polls." Now the reading of that section 
would imply that the people through the power of the initiative would not have the right to reject any laws 
that they themselves had not already put on the books, in that order.

TAYLOR: That would '•ome under Section 2, Mr. Egan. That is the referendum, after a law is passed, then 
they could by a petition i.ave a vote upon that.
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EGAN: My question was, Mr. Taylor, that under this particular provision of the initiative with relation to 
the initiative power o f the people, they could not attempt to reject a law that was already on the books.
They could only attempt to reject a law that had been passed by the initiative provision.

TAYLOR: That is right, that would be the only thing, now I think in that first section, Mr. Egan, is the fact 
that they can petition, they file this petition. It then is referred to the people, and the people can reject it or 
adopt it.

EGAN: Then, Mr. Taylor, if a law is passed by the people through the use of the proposed initiative when 
would the law become a law?

TAYLOR: In 120 days I believe we have in here no, 90 days, and any referendum petition would 
necessarily have to be filed with the secretary o f state within the 90 days after the law is enacted.

EGAN: Where does it say that?

TAYLOR: Page 2, line 6. The first part of the word "referendum" starts at the end o f that line. Referendum 
petitions shall be filed within 90 days after adjournment o f the legislative session at which the measure was 
passed."

EGAN: That does not say that is when the law will become enacted through the initiative. It just says that is 
when they shall be filed.

TAYLOR: If that is filed, that suspends them, but it does not suspend an emergency act. If there is an 
emergency clause upon a bill, the referendum is not operable.

EGAN: In Section 5 it says, "Neither the initiative nor referendum may be used as a means of making or 
defeating appropriations o f public funds or earmarking of revenues nor for local or special legislation." But 
it says nothing in there denying the people the right to go to the polls and do away with a particular tax, 
say, that had been levied by the legislature. Did you mean that the people could, through the use of the 
initiative, go to the polls and nullify any act that they might so choose? I am thinking if  that is true what 
might happen in some cases where a certain appropriation had been made but you would not be voting 
against the appropriation, but if the people went to the polls, if there was not some restriction there, and did 
away with the tax measure that the legislature had deemed absolutely necessary to provide the revenues, it 
could cause chaos until that situation was corrected.

TAYLOR: If the use of those moneys was so imperative, Mr. Egan, I think the legislature could very easily 
attach an emergency measure on that and take it out o f the provisions o f the referendum.

EGAN: Could the legislature do that or would it be necessary to add some wording in Section 5 in order to 
be certain that through the action o f  the general public at the polls that they might do away with enough 
revenue that would cripple some program that they had no intention of crippling?

TAYLOR: I don’t believe they would have the right to take away revenue unless they could show some 
methods of raising the same amount of revenue from different matters. As your question states, it might be 
to clarify this matter that if we could amend this to show, to cany out the intent you ask, that it could not 
impair the revenue structure that had been passed by the legislature.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Doogan.

DOOGAN: I would like to ask Mr. Taylor a question. I would like to cany Mr. Egan's thought just a little 
bit further, Mr. Taylor, and I would like to carry it where one legislature has imposed, say the property lax 
and then another legislature comes along and abolishes that property tax. I notice according to your Section 
1 and Section 5 that I don't consider that there is anything in there that would allow the people either, 
through the initiative, to oppose the abolishing of that property tax by the legislature.

5



DAVIS: I would like to ask some questions o f  Mr. Taylor. Would you refer to the last sentence o f Section 4 
in line 19 of the proposal, "No law passed by the initiative may be vetoed by the Governor nor amended or 
repealed by the legislature for a period o f three years." As I read that, it is possible to infer there that the 
governor might have a right to veto such a law after three years, and I wonder if  that is what you intended 
or if you meant that the governor would have no right to veto it at all, but the legislature might have a right 
to amend or repeal after three years?

TAYLOR: I think Mr. Davis that all legislatures, the governor must veto a bill within a certain number of 
days, and he couldn't wait for another year and the legislature for a period o f three years would not be able 
to repeal that law by an act of the legislature, but there would be nothing to prevent the people, if they felt 
that the act that they had initiated was wrong, why they can then by the appropriate petition can repeal it.

TAYLOR: Not unless it indirectly affected the appropriations.

DAVIS: It isn't your intention in any event, that the governor shall have any right to veto any matter that is 
initiative?

TAYLOR: No, sir. It is only the people that can do it and the legislature after three years.

DAVIS: Well, as long as I'm on my feet, then let me ask a question on a couple of other sections about the 
same place. Section 5, line 24. has to do with restrictions on the use o f the initiative. It says that the 
initiative ma” not be used for various things including, "as a means o f making or defeating appropriations 
o f public funJs or earmarking o f revenues nor for local or special legislation." Now I take it that what you 
intended there was rather than defeating or earmarking of revenues, that the initiative may not earmark 
revenues?

TAYLOR: They cannot.

DAVIS: That was your intention?

TAYLOR: That is right.

DAVIS: It was suggested in conversations among some of us this morning that it might be possible since 
you have listed various things that cannot be initiated and have not included an amendment of the 
constitution, that it might be inferred that then one could amend the constitution by initiative. It was also 
argued along that line that since you have along with this put in a bill concerning amendments to the 
constitution, which does not include an initiative procedure, that the Committee did not intend that the 
constitution should be amended by initiative.

TAYLOR: We have specifically excluded that, Mr. Davis. We felt that the initiative was not the proper 
way to amend the constitution. W e took a shorter and perhaps a less expensive way o f amending the 
constitution.

DAVIS: The reason then that you have not included the amending o f the constitution in this Section 5 
among the things which the initiative may not do is the fact that you have covered that subject in the 
section on the amendment o f the constitution?

TAYLOR: That is right.

MCLAUGHLIN: I have a question, Mr. Taylor. Regarding your attentio.. to Section 4, the first two 
sentences: “Prior to general circulation, an initiative petition shall be signed by ten qualified electors as 
sponsors and have the constimtionality certified by the Attorney General. Certification shall be reviewable 
by the courts." First, sir, is that provision found in any one of the 19 states that have initiative and 
referendum?
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TAYLOR: No, I think this is the first one I have run across. We felt that should be to prevent, you might 
say cycloramic group: fo m , putting these petitions out, and we know it has been done in many states. We 
put that on there and the attorney general passed on it, but they have the right to go to the courts to test the 
validity of the petition that they are going to get out.

MCLAUGHLIN: May I ask another question? Mr. Taylor, assuming that ten electors get together and 
present this petition to the attorney general and the attorney general makes a ruling that the act sought to be 
certified is constitutional, does that preclude the courts thereafter from finding it unconstitutional?

TAYLOR: I think any interested taxpayer could have it reviewed, and I  think whether the certification was 
unfavorable or favorable, I think that an interested taxpayer could review that,

MCLAUGHLIN: Mr. Taylor, would there be more of a saving to the government if it were required that 
the eight per cent sign the petition before they submit it to the attorney general, rather than having any ten 
persons submit it to the attorney general for an opinion? Would the government suffer any loss if it: 
required the eight per cent o f the total voters to secure the petition before they present it to the attorney 
general?

TAYLOR: Mr. McLaughlin, in this particular instance we went over all the states that have the initiative 
and referendum and some of them require considerable percentage o f the number of votes that were cast for 
the governor at the preceding election, and this eight per cent that we arbitrarily set was put at that figure. It 
is low, it is among the lowest. Because of the size of the Territory, the limited population in proportion of 
the size, we felt an eight per cent after it is certified as to its constitutionality is okay and also that the ballot 
is properly described.

MCLAUGHLIN: Had the Committee discussed how many states in the Union authorised their highest 
appellate courts to give advisory opinions on constitutionality where the question hasn't arisen?

TAYLOR: I don't know. Some of them were referred to the secretary of state who no doubt, we felt would 
certify the question to the attorney general for an opinion. Unless the secretary of state was an attorney he 
would be a little hard put to pass upon the constitutionality, but I suppose he would do that through the 
attorney general o f the state.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Point of clarification. This says the attorney general shall pass upon that.

TAYLOR: That is right in here, but a lot o f states have said just the secretary of state, so we put it the 
attorney general who is the law officer of the state and he passes on it without having to go to somebody 
else.

MCLAUGHLIN: Did the Committee consider how long normally, assuming that this process went into 
immediate operation, how long it would take for the supreme court of Alaska or the superior court, after an 
appeal from the superior court, to determine the constitutionality of an abstract question presented by ten 
citizens?

TAYLOR: Well, it tight take some little time. It might be given a priority, like if  it was something that 
affected the entire electorate of the state.

MCLAUGHLIN: Mr. Taylor, may I inquire of you personally if it’s proper, in your experience in 
determination of constitutionality o f questions presented and appealed to the highest courts o f any states, 
what is the average time lapse from the time the question is first presented until the time it is determined?

TAYLOR: I would say if it went through the superior court, the supreme court would take at least six 
months.

MCLAUGHLIN: That would be under extremely ideal conditions.
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TAYLOR: That would be without any particular brakes being put on it.

MCLAUGHLIN: What is the meaning in Section 5, last sentence, "Emergency acts are not subject to 
referendum." What are emergency acts?

TAYLOR: Well, if ar. act that has passed the legislature and is o f such a nature that the legislature feels that 
it should be passed immediately, they can, by two-thirds majority, declare that an emergency exists and that 
law shall become effective immediately upon its passage and approval, which means that as soon as the 
governor signed it, that became a law of the state.

MCLAUGHLIN: Could you tell me offhand, Mr. Taylor, how many o f the acts o f  the Territorial legislature 
normally are emergencies? What percentage?

TAYLOR: It would be a guess, but I would say half or more o f them are declared emergency legislation.

MCLAUGHLIN: How many states in their initiative and referendum proposals provide that emergency acts 
are exempted?

TAYLOR: M ost of them.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Hinckel.

HINCKEL: I would like to answer one of the questions Mr. McLaughlin asked o f Mr. Taylor which I think 
was answered incorrectly. He asked if there were any state that had such a provision as this small number 
o f people asking for certification, sponsoring, and this will not be the first state to have it. The State of 
Massachusetts has it, and the object o f it in the article that I read regarding that, aside from the fact I knew 
it to be a fact, was that it would prevent people, prevent one person from circulating a petition w hk.i would 
have no real value and possibly be unconstitutional at the same time, and bothering people with getting this 
thing circulated and signed and presented and causing nothing but trouble, and if it was done this way it 
would eliminate that and also it would prevent the circulation of petitions in a secret manner that as soon as 
the petition was submitted to the attorney general, why it would become a public matter and it has 
considerable advantage in my opinion. I was the person on the Committee that suggested it be included and 
our advisory group concurred. They thought it a very good idea. H e asked another question that I  wanted to 
answer too, but I can't think right now.

TAYLOR: Mr. Speaker, I am glad Mr. Hinckel brought that up. He might have misunderstood me. I said 
this was one of the lower. Some are ten, some arc fifteen, some twenty per cent. I  tiiink the higher brackets 
make it impossible.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Hinckel was talking about the ten sponsors, Mr. Taylor, and pointing out 
that Massachusetts requires a certain number of sponsors before the petition is circulated.

TAYLOR: Oh yes, that is right. I did not mean to say none o f  them have it. None o f them I knew o f at the 
time. We were putting a safeguard around people being importuned by these groups who wanted signatures 
and they had to get quite a number o f them, and if  it was an unconstitutional proposition they were 
advancing or if they did not have the proposition properly set out on the ballot, they could not circulate it.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: The point is clear now. Mr. White.

WHITE: I would like to direct a question to the Chairman o f the Committee on Direct Legislation. 

TAYLOR: I am not the Chairman, but Mr. Collins has asked me.

8



WHITE: In that case, Mr. Taylor, referring again to Section 5, it says t! the referendum may not be used 
as a means of making appropriations of public funds. Could that be const* ued as saying that the legislature 
could not put to the people by a referendum, a bond issue proposition?

TAYLOR: No. They could approve the bond, but I think they could possibly r e c r e  a bond but they could 
not direct where the money went to.

WHUE: In passing a bond issue it is inherent under the situation that appropriation o f public funds must 
subsequently be made to retire the bonds. It would seem to me that in the sense of this section it would 
forbid the legislature from putting bond issues to the public referendum.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Bonding would be to borrow, Mr. White. Appropriating would be taking money 
presently available.

TAYLOR: It would be pledging the credit of the state. I doubt very much whether a bond issue could 
possibly be because the bond issue would necessarily have to be for a particular purpose. Now in many of 
the states the provisions in regard to initiative and referendum do not apply to any moneys of the state for 
the purpose o f carrying on the function of government. The universities, school systems, orphan homes, 
penitentiaries, those are all exempt because those are functions o f the government that have to be carried 
on, so they don't get, you might say, some chance o f trying to nullify those institutions by cutting off 
appropriations for them, and that is the reason that the safeguard is put in here, the same as it is in 
practically all the states.

BUCKALEW: Mr. Taylor, is it not true that only 19 states have adopted this?

TAYLOR: I believe that is all there is at the present rime.

BUCKALEW: Is it also not true that the last state to adopt such measures was some 30 years ago? 

TAYLOR: 1928 I believe it was.

BUCKALEW: Do you know what state?

TAYLOR: No I don't. Practically all of the initiative referendum was adopted in a period around 20 years, 
between 1898 and 1918 was the time they were in popular favor of the states at that time.

DOOGAN: I would like to ask Mr. Taylor, you provided for the initiative and referendum, but don't you 
feel that the power that is left to the people as provided by this article is only in what you might call minor 
lawmaking?

TAYLOR: No, I would not think so.

DOOGAN: The reason I point that out is that you allow no initiative or referendum for raising money. You 
don't allow them to prevent the legislature at times, as they have done, to stop them from removing some of 
the taxes that they have already applied, when it might be felt by the people that the legislature was subject 
to a great deal o f pressure to do so, and consequently my particular feeling is that what is left for the people 
to do is very minor legislation, and something that would hardly be worth their while to go into anyhow.

TAY7 OR: What particular part o f this proposal, Mr. Doogan, are you referring to?

DOOGAN: Section 1 and Section 5 which seem to me to be most of the meat o f the proposal as it is.

TAYLOR: Well, there is a lot of local legislation, like if  the legislature, or some people up here wanted to 
have money appropriated by the legislature to put another bridge across the Chena River, and they got an 
initiative addition out, that would not be acted upon because it is strictly expenditure of money for local
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purposes. That would only apply to particular subjects or particular people or particular areas, so then they 
would not be allowed to circulate petitions.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mrs. Sweeney.

SWEENEY: I would like to ask Mr. Taylor a question. On Section 4, the last line on page I and going to 
the top o f page 2 it provides that you will have eight per cent o f the number of votes cast for governor in 
the preceding general election, at which the governor was elected. I am wonderinp ' your Committee 
considered the possibility o f a restriction in there similar to the one that is in the mo constitution 
requiring that only a certain percentage o f those signatures can come from a certain di. ct. That is, that the 
petition must represent a large area rather than a restricted area.

TAYLOR: W e did talk that over. We gave it consideration. We felt that with the geographical limitations 
o f the state o f  Alaska, we felt that in view of the size o f  Alaska, the geographical size o f  it in proportion *o 
the population, that if  we put a limitation upon the number of voters that could come from any political 
subdivision or o f any particular area, that it would make it very difficult up here by reason o f the great 
sparsely populated areas, we did not hold that up. We felt it would make it very difficult if  25 per cent of, 
say 25 or 30 per cent of the petitions had to be from one division or one part o f a division.
Well, you could go in there and get those all right, but it is so difficult to circulate those petitions in the 
outlying precincts.

SWEENEY: On the other hand, I feel that, if just speaking of divisions now, if one division, for insta/ e 
trie Southeast, had a bit o f legislation they wanted passed, they could get the eight per cent o f the votes very 
easily and yet we would be imposing, if the legislature then passed whatever it was we wanted, we would 
be imposing our will on the whole o f Alaska, and it seems to me that a portion should be required to come 
from another division, perhaps a third or even half from another section.

TAYLOR: Mr. Chairman, I would like to answer Mrs. Sweeney's question in this way. Although as she 
states the eight per cent o f  the voters, o f the number of voters that cast their votes for the governor at the 
previous election was secured in one division, that does not make it a law because that then is submitted, if 
they get the sufficient number of signatures on there, then it is submitted to the entire electorate and then it 
can be defeated by the voters o f other divisions or political subdivisions whichever they might be, because 
the entire electorate then votes upon what eight per cent o f the electorate initiated.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. McNealy.

MCNEALY: I would like to ask Mr. Taylor a question. As I understand it, Mr. Taylor, there are two 
procedures to put into effect on the initiative. One is written in the bill here, and the other form is for the 
people to petition the legislature by initiative to enact certain laws. I was wondering if your Committee had 
considered the one I just mentioned by the people petitioning the legislature to enact laws rather than taking 
it direct as set out in the bill.

TAYLOR: I think the right o f the people to petition the legislature is one of our rights as guaranteed us by 
the Constitution and requires no special law for that purpose. We can all petition the legislature.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Barr.

BARR: I would like to ask Mr. Taylor two or three questions on the initiative. I can see for the recall and 
referendum, but the initiative seems to me to be a very cumbersome and unnecessary' procedure. Will you 
please convince me that it is necessary. And I would like to point out to you as a member of the legislature, 
over 200 bills were introduced, and many of them were introduced by request. It is a very easy matter to 
ask a member o f the legi *ure to introduce a bill. Why is this cumbersome procedure necessary?
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TAYLOR: Well, this is not for the legislature to do it. This is to have the questions submitted to the voters 
as to whether that becomes a law or not •- to vote on it.

BARR: Providing the legislature does not pass the act before that time?

TAYLOR: Yes.

BARR: In other words, if  the legislature refuses to act, then it goes for a referendum. Well, in our present 
form of government the people elect the legislators to represent them, and I have never known a case where 
they did not do what they thought the people wanted. I don't think they ever would.

TAYLOR: Did you read the history o f the State of California and the Southern Pacific Railroad, Mr. Barr?

BARR: You mean some special group wanted something done?

TAYLOR: And they got it.

BARR: Don’t you believe that with all these restrictions even, that it is still easy to have a petition signed 
and that any special group could I'tve a petition o f this sort signed very easily and submitted?

TAYLOR: I think eight per cent of the voters would be quite a sizeable petition, especially if  say 15,000 
votes were cast for the governor in the governor’s election, this last one we had 27,000 votes. It would take 
eight per cent o f those 27,000 votes that were cast for a particula* man. How many were cast for the 
candidates that were running for governor, the entire election for governor?

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Did we have an election for governor?

TAYLOR: I  mean if  we did.

BARR: Mr. Taylor, eight per cent would iake a large number of petitioners. If there was some little group 
in one town who wanted something on some question, something that was Territorial wide, such as fish 
traps, statehood or groups representing one type of school against another type o f school, don’t you think 
eight per cent would be a fairly small number of petitioners?

TAYLOR: I do not believe it would be a very small number, and then another thing, Mr. Barr, carrying 
your arguments further, you say a small group in a particular locality that wanted something, they are 

arred because that would be local legislation.

BARR: That is what I pointed out. But I am speaking of something now that is Territorial wide, some 
question, and there are a large group o f people on both sides of the question, and eight per cent would not 
be many signatures.

TAYLOR: No, that is only to say whether an election is going to be held, Mr. Barr. I don’t think we should 
put undue restrictions upon hav ing . n election because then the whole electorate has got to come out and 
say whether or not that proposition is going to prevail or whether it is to go down in defeat.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Smith.

SMITH: I would like to call attention to the fact that we have had a perfect illustration here of the fact that 
in considering any proposal, or section by section, we are apt to see only the section before us and not take 
into consideration that every preceding section may also affect those following. Now I refer specifically to 
the fact that Section 1 and Section 5 have been said to be the meat of this proposal. Actually Section 3 is 
fully as significant as any o f the others. Section 3 says, "The legislature shall prescribe the procedures to be 
followed in the exercise o f the powers of initiative and referendum, subject to the specific authority 
reserved herein." Now going back to the questions raised several times as to the percentage of the number 
of votes required to initiate a measure and the fact that they might all originate in one certain district, we



have left the power with the legislature to provide that those signatures may be required within the various 
districts, may require that they may be scattered throughout the various districts.

SMITH: Mr. Chairman, there are a lot o f questions that have been brought up, and I am just going to touch 
on some of them very briefly. Referring back to the survey of Oregon's experience, the report states that the 
measures initiated were on the whole not much better or worse than the products o f the legislature. The 
people of Oregon had been considerably burdened with decisions on all manner o f measures, some of them 
nuisance proposals that kept reappearing time after time. The people were not notably better educated 
politically than before. However, they had exercised their responsibility in a fairly conservative manner. 
They had been rather free to alter the structure o f the government, had not been financially irresponsible 
and had been rather conservative on policies in the general field of public welfare. Now I think Mr. Victor 
Rivers brought up a question as to whether, if the initiative were included in the constitution we would then 
have a republican form of government. I think it would take a constitutional lawyer to answer that question, 
but I imagine that the people in the states who do have this provision feel they do have a republican form of 
government W e go back to the question as to the accomplishments of the initiative and referendum which 
have been covered to a certain extent. I go back, possibly because it is more realistic to me, to the fact that 
Washington and Oregon for many years tried to get their legislatures to eliminate fish traps with no 
success. Through the initiative measure they were both successful. Now Mr. Barr's suggestion that it would 
be easy to get the legislature to take action if they were asked goes back to the fact that California again 
tried for years to get their state legislature to set up a civil service system. They were unsuccessful.
Through the initiative right the people of California instituted a civil service system. Now I believe Mr. 
Doogan asked a question. I am not sure. Someone brought up the point - 1 believe it was Mr. Davis that the 
right of the initiative as outlined here might be construed as allowing the people to amend the constitution. I 
would call your attention to Section 1 which is preceded by the word "initiative" and following, "The 
people reserve the power by petition to propose laws and to enact or reject such laws at the polls." And I 
don't think
that could be construed as amendments to the constitution.

V. lUVERS: Do you yield for a question, Mr. Smith? In your study o f Oregon, did you find that by 
referendum the people of Oregon had defeated a statewide sales tax seven times?

SMITH: Yes, now that you call it to mind, I do very distinctly.

V. RIVERS: Do you also believe that if we had this clause in here which says, “emergency action not be 
subject to referendum", that we would eliminate practically nine-tenths o f all the acts of the legislature 
including such as things as sales tax if  it carried that clause?

SMITH: I have had considerable worry over that fact, Mr. Rivers, and I think it is a thing which is very 
open to question.

V. RIVERS: Do you believe that if  we have the initiative and referendum in the constitution it will make it 
more palatable from the point of view of some o f the legislators or senators in Congress for approving this 
act?

SMITH: That is one of the chief reasons why I support very strongly the inclusion of the initiative process 
in the constitution, even though it is not used, it is there. I think that the legislators, if they know it is there, 
they will be very careful in ignoring the will of the people.

V. RIVERS: Do you believe that approval of the act subject to referendum, any of those emergency acts 
shall not be subject to referendum, could be covered by a different clause such as the acts that arc necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety, etc., would that be better than just saying 
those that carry an emergency clause?

SMITH: I feel it would, Mr. Rivers.
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CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Hinckel.
HINCKEL: I would like to speak on that subject. We had numerous drafts of this article and among them 
we had somewhere the wording I thought was better, and it is quite possible that in trying to condense it 
that we went a little too far, and some o f the things we originally had written in the article and took out in 
condensing may have to be put back in. Mr. McNealy asked a question which has been incorrectly 
answered. He asked had we considered the indirect method o f putting through a bill, and you will notice 
that on lines 13 and 14, page 2, that is says that these conditions shall exist, "unless the 
legislature enacts the measure initiated during the session." So we did include the indirect method of 
approach which we thought was the economical way to do it.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Hcllenthal.

HELLENTHAL: A question o f Mr. Taylor. Mr. Taylor, is it not possible that the California fiasco where 
the legislature was dominated by the railroad could have been due to the fact that the California Legislature 
as then constituted was not truly 
representative of the people?

TAYLOP: That is entirely possible, Mr. Hcllenthal.

HELLENTHAL: Is it not possible that some o f the domination of the Alaska Territorial Legislature in 
ancient times might have been due to the fact that it also was not representative o f the people?

TAYLOR: That is true.

LONDBORG: Mr. Chairman, may I direct a question to Mr. Taylor? According to statistics I believe the 
other slates require from eight to fifteen per cent o f the qualified electorate to initiate. Is that not true?

TAYLOR: They have different ways. I think the majority of them that have it there is a percentage o f  die 
votes cast for the governorship at the previous election.

LONDBORG: The votes cast? I was referring to the report where it said that eight to fifteen per cent o f the 
qualified electorate, and I wanted to have it clarified. Here we have eight per cent o f the votes cast which 
would be a considerable lower percentage o f the qualified electorate than eight per cent. I thought we might 
have that open for consideration.

TAYLOR: That would be the number of votes cast for the governorship, not the particular man who won 
the race.

LONDBORG’ That would still be a considerable amount less than eight per cent o f the qualified electorate., 
and I am wondering if other states do have it reading the governor.

TAYLOP • There is quite a few of them who have it. I might state why that is, because it's ordinary, there 
might be instances where three people would be running for the governorship, usually it is two. Most 
people who go to the polls would vote for one of those two candidates for governor so they take the 
combined vote for governor and then eight pei cent if  it is in the law or fifteen per cent if it is in the law. 
Now there is one state I think that has only five per cent.

LONDBORG: I sec that. That is eight per cent o f the total number of votes cast, but I was wondering about 
that if the states used that or if they used the percentage of qualified electors as was referred. Perhaps the 
PAS report was in enror on that.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Fischer, could you throw some light on that?
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V. FISCHER: I might read from the Hawaiian Manual. "Six states require a number of signatures to be 
based on previous vote for governor. Two states require number o f signatures to be based on previous vote 
for supreme court justice. One state requires number o f signatures to be based on previous vote for 
secretary of state, one state requires number of signatures to be based on state office which receives the 
highest vote at previous election, and then a few leave it up to the legislature to determine and two states 
specify in the constitution the exact number o f rignatures required."

LONDBORG: They did not give the percentages at all there, did they?

V. FISCHER: Yes, they do. Arizona ten per cent based on governor; Arkansas eight per cent on governor; 
California eight per cent on governor. Eight per cent is the most common.

MARSTON: I am going to make a speech in favor o f  the initiative, referendum and recall which has not 
been made yet, and you have made up your minds practically here without the thing being properly 
presented, and don't let for one minute, gentlemen and ladies, this kind o f talk you heard make up your 
minds on so vital a piece of legislation. Delegates who make a remark about “this foolish piece o f work", I 
think it is unbecoming to this audience and this group of people to talk that way about a thing so 
fundamental as we have here. If you don’t trust the people I don't know where you are going. That means if 
you vote down the initiative, referendum and recall you do not trust the people, and the people are the 
people, and that is the only reason we arc here, and if  you can't trust them I would hesitate to go back home 
before your committees and talk to them. I think the passage o f the initiative, referendum and recall will 
sell a lot of these constitutions. When a man says "I don’t like that", you can say "You have a right." The 
people themselves can go into the courts of the land to have your word made law by a certain procedure. I 
hope that wc pass the initiative, rcferc idum and recall, and I hope we never have the occasion 
to use it. I think it is a great thing to have it in the hands of the people, and you will notice that the Western 
states are the ones that passed and used the initiative, referendum and recall, and we are Western and 
Northern, the same kind of people. We are explosive people. We like to express ourselves, and I can see 
miners back in the camps thinking over things that have not been right, and fishermen in their little boats 
wondering why. Now they can say, "We can correct that thing”, and though they never use it is a great 
healthy thing to have in the hands of the people. It has been used in some 15 states, and they have it in their 
constitutions. It is constitutional, fundamental law, and I hope that you people keep an open mind here and 
don't let this talking on here affect you because it is vital. You are sent here with a great duty to cany  out 
the wishes of the people back home, and if  you turn down this kind o f legislation you are going to be in for 
a lot o f embarrassment and a lot of criticism, and I lon’t like the way it has been carried on here. This 
Committee was not in agreement that made this document, and it was said so here, and I think all the 
members o f the Committee should be heard on this before you make up your minds. I am for the initiative, 
referendum and recall, and I hope that you people open your minds again which you had it practically 
closed up here and were ready to close off by a certain group of people here, and think very seriously on 
this matter. It is fundamental law and I am going to ask the Chair right now to call on the rest o f the 
Committee that worked on this direct legislation. That is all I have to say.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Committee members and others may be heard. Mr. Cross.

CROSS: I have been thinking quite seriously on this. I made up my mind that if you can't trust your 
legislature this cumbersome machinery is not going to help it very much, and I don't think we arc going to 
help matters by taking a more cumbersome way of deciding things. We are here to set up machinery for 
legislation. And if wc can't set up machinery that will work, I doubt very much if wc can find any other 
way of doing it.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Tayior.

TAYLOR: Mr. Chairman, I agree with Colonel Marston. I believe he has stated it perhaps more eloquently 
than I can, about the desirability of having the initiative and referendum. I can not go along with Mr.
Cross's statement that if the legislature.
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doesn't do something there is no use trying to let anybody else do anything, but I believe if we do have this 
additional safeguard that worthwhile legislation will be enacted in case the legislature did not, that we are 
only saving to the people a power which they may never exercise, but the mere fact that the power is there 
and is available for the electorate to initiate some measure for the benefit of all the people, they should have 
the right to do it. Now perhaps Mr. Doogan says this is a silly piece o f work. I wish Mr. Doogan would 
have been on the Committee because there were seven of us on there and we worked for three weeks and 
we met practically every day, and as I said before, we had studied and examined the initiative and 
referendum provisions of practically all the states that have the initiative and referendum, and to come into 
this Convention with a recommended article on those particular provisions, some o f us sacrificed our 
convictions that all the details of the law should be spelled out in the Convention. Some of us sacrificed our 
convicdons that just the framework should be drawn up by this Convention and the details filled in entirely 
by the legislature, and we finally met upon the common grounds which is here before us. And with the 
study that I have given to this and I think the other six members have given to it, that the cry o f "silly" or 
“ill-advised legislation" or "ill-advised article" doesn't sound too good. If Mr. Doogan had been on that 
Committee perhaps we would have come up with a masterly article which we could pass without any 
amendments, without any discussion, but the men of limited mentality who composed this Committee were 
not able to do so. I feel that we should have as a curb, if nothing else, a power that might never be used but 
is still there. We should have that in the constitution, And a power that can be implemented by the 
legislature to whatever extent they wish, subject to the limitations that this Committee has put in the bill.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Coghill.

COGHILL: Mr. Chairman, I feel along the same lines that were just spoken. I think that probably the 
biggest majority of people here had to run to be elected for this Constitutional Convention, and probably if 
they were faced with the issue from the voters, and I believe a poll was taken, that a majority o f the 
delegates was in favor o f the initiative, referendum and recall. Was it a vote-getter? Were you fooling the 
people when you tcld them? Are you standing up to your convictions? I think that the people of the 
Territory need assurance that they are going to have individual rights restored to them. We under Territorial 
status have seen some awful reckless things happen during the realm of Secretary Ickcs, Chapman, and 
row  McKay. I think that you will find that under this form of government, a non-representative form of 
g ivemmcnt, that the people are quite sensitive to their individual rights, their individual thoughts, as far as 
government is concerned. Woodrow Wilson put the phrase quite masterfully when he said that, "These 
three forms o f controlling your government are the gun behind the door assuring direct legislation for the 
people." - think it is basic and I admire the work that was done on the Committee.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Knight.

KNIGHT: Mr. President, I agree with Mr. Marston and Mr. Taylor and also Mr. Coghill. Why should we 
take any power away from the people? The people put us here. However, Mr. Marston is wrong when he 
said there were 15 states that had this on their books now, there arc 19. The last one was the State of Maine, 
January o f this year, and I am going to favor this act.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Hinckel.

HINCKEL: I would like to state that it is not a clumsy procedure, that it is a very simple procedure up to at 
least die point where the legislature may or may not act upon it, and they arc in the end of it, they pass it 
and if it goes beyond that point why it may become a little bit complicated and expensive, but I don't think 
that very many times it will. I think that with the provisions as set up in this article that probably the 
legislature will handle the subject of the initiative due to the fact that they will be convinced that they arc a 
large number of the people who desire that it be taken care o f and probably that will be about as far as it 
will go in most cases.

MCNEALY: I had not intended to speak here, but there have been one or two things said that probably 
require a little clarification. I would like first to mention that there arc 19 and only 19 states that have the 
initiative and out of the 19 there are only 11 of them with the direct initiative. The other e r h t  have their 
initiative to the legislature. And as to what wc promised the voters, one of my statements, that there were
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not many things that were conflicted here among the candidates, but here in the Fourth Division in 
Fairbanks, maybe I should confine it out o f respect to Delegate Coghill here, but that was one o f  the issues 
of initiative and referendum, and I  came out strongly opposed to the initiative and at quite a large meeting 
held in the public high school here, every candidate who was running for this Convention, whether this 
means anything or not but all the candidates who stood up and said they were for the initiative are not 
present in this body today, whether that means anything or not. The point is I think it is a cumbersome 
system and outmoded system. It was popular 50 years ago, and I don't feel too strongly on it because in 
looking back, outside of the expense that it has cost the states in a lot o f elections that came to naught, and 
far more of the propositions advanced on the initiative were defeated by the voters at great expense to the 
public than were ever passed, and that goes without contradiction. I feel that the proponents o f this measure 
felt that in the early days it would cure everything, and those who were opposed to it thought it would be 
the end o f  government. Neither instance has happened. You might put it this way, it is not particularly good 
constitutional material and it is not particularly bad. For that reason, at least as to the initiative, I am 
opposed to it.

KILCHER: I have to disagree with Mr. McNealy on more than one point. For one thing, there are luckily 
quite a few of the candidates present here who in the campaign have advocated initiative and referendum. I 
might say in a lot o f  respects they have proven to be the more progressive ones. This referendum and 
initiative can only, with a stretch o f the imagination, be called something outmoded, or you would have to 
call democracy itself outmoded. If we look at the history of the thing we can see that it coincides very 
closely with a whole series o f progressive political movement o f the late 19th century extending into the 
early part of the 20th century. If  we look at the little map of the United States and see, here we can see 
which states they are. They are preferably the Northern and Western states and not the others. Some are 
known as the more progressive of our states, so consequently I think we have very good precedence, and 
we have nothing to worry about if we adopt initiative and referendum. Also the cost involved in an 
occasional election I think is cheap money for political education. It will in my opinion tend to decrease 
what Governor Gruening has called "the political illiteracy". It will greatly increase the interests o f the 
people and the faith in themselves and their laws.

DOOGAN: Mr. Chairman, if  I trod on the feelings of the integrity o f any members of the Committee that 
drafted this thing individually, I am sorry. To say that the initiative and referendum is outmoded, I consider 
this impossible. As I read this, to be specific, a man brought up the suggestion o f fish traps. If  the 
legislature wanted to provide for the abolition of fish traps by referendum, it could not be done. You could 
not initiate for it either. I don't think it will work. I was one o f the candidates that was asked whether I was 
for the initiative and referendum and I said "yes" and I am here. The thing is, the reason I changed my 
motion is just in general conversation I find that there is quite a difference o f opinion, which I did not know 
before, and so as far as I am concerned the tiling to settle first is, do we want the initiative and referendum, 
before we go on amending a bill we might later throw out, and I will abide by the decision.

CHAIRMAN R. RIVERS: Mr. Metcalf.

METCALF: Mr. Chairman, if  I may make a few brief remarks on this matter, I was one o f the Committee 
members that worked with Mr. Collins and Mr. Taylor, and we worked out this compromise on the 
initiative and referendum. It is far from perfect I know, but personally speaking I am in favor o f the 
initiative and the referendum. Missouri saw fit in its revision in 1945 to spell it out pretty much. We copied 
or took some of our provisions from the Missouri article, and that was the 1945 revision. Another reason 
that makes me strr gly in favor of the initiative and referendum is the fact, so I am told, that you arc 
having a strongly centralized executive department. He is going to appoint administrative officers, much 
stronger than the average, and so in adjusting our system o f checks and balances I feel the people should 
have an extra hold in this system o f checks and balances. Speaking about the legislature, I believe Mr.
Cross mentioned that why can't ihc legislature take care of everything. This talk about the legislature 
frankly has me confused here. Some people on one day say, "You can trust the legislature." The next day 
they say "You can't trust the legislature.” Then there is the old man, Public Enemy No. 1, the lobbyist. So I 
am confused what to think about the legislature, and I think this system of the people having their hold on 
the checks and balances should be just as accurate and just as perfect as when you go to the bank to borrow 
some money on a homestead, you don't expect the banker to hand you out some money without you signing
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up the m ortgage , as a  m atter o f  ban k ing  routine. H e  g iv e s  y o u  the m oney  and y o u  s ig n  up, and it is  ju s t  the  
sa m e w a y  w ith the in itia tiv e  and referend um  here. T h e  p e o p le  o u gh t to h a v e  it in b la ck  and w h ite , ju s t  w hat 
the rights arc and n o t le a v e  it to  gu essw o rk . I b e lie v e  as M r. K ilch er  d o e s , that i f  th ese  m atters, th e  in itia tive  
and referendum , are le ft  to the p e o p le  to  stu dy , it w o u ld  red uce the p o litica l illitera cy  that w e  n o w  have, 
and I w ish  and urge  e v er y o n e  to o  v o te  to  keep  the in itia tive  and referendum .

C H A IR M A N  R . R IV E R S : M rs. H erm ann.

H E R M A N N : I m ere ly  w an t to  a sk  a q u estio n  and that is , co u ld  any o f  the m em bers o f  the C o m m ittee  that 
form ulated  th is co m m itte e  prop osa l te ll m e  h o w  m any o f  the 19 states that d o  have  the in itia tiv e  and  
referendum , h a v e  prov id ed  for su ch  in  th e  co n stitu tion , as o p p o sed  b y  the leg isla tu re?

C H A IR M A N  R . R IV E R S : M is s  A w  cs.

A W E S : I think perhaps I can  a n sw er  M rs. H erm ann's qu estion . I have  before  m e  the P A S  pam p hlet. It sa y s  
that, a ltogeth er  there are 19 state  co n stitu tio n s w h ich  p ro v id e  for  so m e  form  o f  statu tory in itiative."  S o  
e v id en tly  it is  p ro v id ed  for  by th e  co n stitu tio n  in  all the 19 states.

B A R R : S in c e  M r. M e tc a lf  is  a b it co n fu sed  about the leg isla tu re , I m ight b e  a b le  to  c lear  up a fe w  p o in ts  
for  h im . T h e  leg is la tu re  is  e le c te d  b y  th e  p eo p le  and th e  leg isla tu re  is that the p eo p le  m ake i t  I f  y o u  v o te  
for  the right p e o p le  y o u  h a v e  the right k ind  o f  a leg is la tu re . T herefore, it  g o e s  d irectly  b ack  to  the p eo p le , 
and M r. M arston sa y s , "Can't w e  trust th e  people?" W e ll, certain ly , but the q u estio n  is , "Can the p e o p le  
trust the leg isla ture?  I f  they  can , there is  no need  fo r  an y  in itia tive , and th ey  still h a v e  the referend um , and  
that is their c h eck  o n  the a c tio n s o f  th e  leg isla ture . N o w  w e  d o  not have  a d em o cra cy  here. T h is  is  a 
rep ublican  form  o f  g overn m en t. I f  w e  had a d em o cra cy , o f  cou rse  the p e o p le  w o u ld  d o  every th in g  d irectly . 
S in ce  w e  h ave c h o se n  the republican  form  o f  govern m en t, in  w h ich  the leg is la tio n  is taken care o f  b y  
rep resentatives c h o se n  d irectly  b y  the p eo p le , I think w e  sh ou ld  retain that form  o f  govern m en t. It has  
w orked  out pretty w e ll s o  far. O f  c o u rse , I b e lie v e  the referendum  is n ecessary , but the in itia tiv e  is  not 
n ecessa ry . It is  cu m b erso m e, at lea st it  is  m ore so  than our usual m ethod o f  in troducing b ills  in the  
leg isla tu re , and I k n o w  there are lo ts o f  them  in troduced  b y  request. I have introduced so m e  and h a v e  
fo u g h t for  them . O f  co u rse , i f  o n e  is  in troduced  b y  S w e e n e y  and S w e e n e y  d o es  not fig h t for  it that is  a 
different prop osition , but I think th ey  sh ou ld  b e  fough t for or  not introduced in the first p la ce . I am  
con cern ed  about the in itia tiv e  for sev era l reasons. O ne, bring ing  up the o ld  b u ga b o o  o f  lo b b y is ts  again . 
T h ere  h ave been  leg isla tu res that h a v e  b een  d om inated  b y  lo b b y ists. I su p p o se  in A lask a  and other sta tes  
a lso , but that is  b e c a u se  perhaps the p e o p le  d id  not v o te  for  the right m en. I  do kn ow  for a fact, that a g o o d  
m any years ago  the p e o p le  o f  A la sk a  w ere  m ore p o lit ica lly  illiterate than they  are tod ay , and th in gs are  
im p rov in g  stea d ily , and as they  im p ro v e , w e  w ill ha v e  better p eo p le  in  the leg isla ture, A n d  o f  co u rse  there  
w ill  b e  an added c o s t  i f  w e  ha v e  the in itia tive  and h ave e lec tio n s , and I am  sure that w e  w ill ha v e  m any  
e le c t io n s  b eca u se  it is  so  e a sy  to  g e t a petition  s ig n ed  and it is  not a lw a y s a  little  group that w ants to  in itiate  
so m e  particular p ie c e  o f  leg is la tio n . It is  u su a lly  e ig h t or ten per cen t o f  the p eo p le  or  m ore. A n d  I b e lie v e  
that under our present sy stem  w h en  the p e o p le  e le c t  certain  representatives they  try to  p ick  out, I w o n ’t sa y  
a  better m an than th ey  are, but o n e  w h o  is ex p erien ced  and o n e  w h o has g o o d  ju d gm en t, and w h en  y o u  
group th ese  p eo p le  togeth er  in  a leg isla tu re , i f  th ey  app rove o f  a  certain b ill, it  is  gen era lly  a  pretty go o d  
o n e . I h ave seen  so m e  bum  o n e s  p a ssed , but w h en  y o u  take in  all the p e o p le  o f  the T erritory, co u n tin g  the  
lo b b y ists , crackpots and in d iv id u a ls  w ith  sp ec ia l in terests, e tc ., w e can  ha v e  any typ e  o f  leg is la tio n  w e  
w ant. O f  co u rse , there are restrictions under th is C o m m ittee  report here w h ich  w ou ld  tend to a llev ia te  that 
co n d itio n  som ew h a t, but I d o n ’t b e lie v e  that it w ou ld  correct the m atter altogether. S o  I b e lie v e  that under  
our present sy stem  w e  are g e ttin g  a lo n g  very  w e ll,  and I w as reading the m o d el state con stitu tio n  here, and 
I noticed  o n  their com m en tary  o n  it  that w as the sen tim en t there lo o , a lthough there is  a p ro v isio n  in the  
m odel con stitu tion  for both  referend um  and in itia tive , i f  I co u ld  find it I w ou ld  like to read it.

M E T C A L F : P age  2 9 .

B A R R : P age  2 9 . In o n e  paragraph in th e  right-hand s id e  o f  p age 3 0  it says, "R ecent exp erim en ts in several 
states w ith  the attem pts o f  certain  gro u p s to em p lo y  th ese  a g en c ie s  to p lace  in  the co n stitu tio n  controversia l 
matters". N o w  "controversial m atters" o f  co u rse  d o es not n ecessa rily  m ean that it m ight b e  p rom oted  by a
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certain industry . "C ontroversia l m atters o f  an e c o n o m ic  nature h a v e  led  to  a w a v e  o f  cr it ic ism  o f  d irect  
leg is la tio n  and to  n u m erous su g g e s t io n s  for  restr iction s o n  th e  u se  o f  the in it ia tiv e  and referendum ."  W e  
have  the restr ic tio n s in  th is report, bu t I don't th ink  that restr iction s cu re  it  a ltogeth er. I ju s t  don 't b e lie v e  in 
the basic  p r in c ip le s  o f  the in it ia tiv e , n o t under the rep u b lican  form  o f  g o v ern m en t w h ere  ev er y th in g  is  as 
stream lined  an d  as e ff ic ie n t  a s  w e  h a v e  it to d ay  to  p rom ote  leg is la tio n .

C H A IR M A N  R . R IV E R S : M r. C o llin s .

C O L L IN S: I w o u ld  lik e  to  sp ea k  in  b e h a lf  o f  the report o f  th e  C o m m ittee . T h is  C o m m ittee  w as app ointed , 
se v e n  m en  from  variou s se c tio n s  o f  the T erritory o f  A lask a . T w o  p ro p o sitio n s c o v e r in g  the q u estio n s that 
w ere  sen t to  our C o m m ittee  w a s  co n sid ered . W e  brought in  fo r  co n su lta tio n  the ad v iso rs that w e  brought 
here, M r. E llio tt  and others. W e  w en t o v e r  th is report o f  ours w ith  them , try in g  to u n ify  the d ifferen t  
thoughts that th e  m em b ers had , and I w an t to  sa y  in b e h a lf  o f  that C o m m ittee  that their w ork , their  
endeavor , a  resu lt o f  their stu d y , w a s n ot " foo lish  leg is la tio n " . I resen t that statem en t. I a m  n o t g o in g  to  get 
personal. S u p p o s in g  I w e re  tak in g  the f lo o r  and had throw n that at th e  report o f  the lu d ic ia r y  C o m m ittee  - 
"foolish  leg is la tio n " . A n y  m em b er  o f  th is C o n v en tio n  has th e  righ t to  ex p ress  h is o w n  in d iv id u a l o p in io n . 
H e has the r igh t to  v o te  that o p in io n  and I w ant to  sa y  in  b e h a lf  o f  the m em b ers o f  th is  C o m m ittee  that in  
su bm ittin g  th is rep ort th ey  h a v e  g iv e n  the stu dy , h a v e  g o n e  o v e r  all q u estio n s y o u  h a v e  heard here today , 
and w e  m et o n  a c o m m o n  ground and  w e  don 't co n sid er  it " foo lish  leg is la tio n " . W e  c o m e  b a ck  to y o u  
p e o p le  to  th e  C o n v en tio n  to  se e  w h eth er y o u  are g o in g  to a ccep t ou r  r ep o r t  Y o u  h a v e  th e  r igh t to su b m it  
am en d m en ts, th is  is  true. T h is  is  n o  g a g  rule nor is  it  n o  star ch am b er p ro ceed in g s , and I th in k  the q u ick er  
w e  g e t b ack  in to  C o n v en tio n  and  le t  the m em b ers ex p ress their in d iv id u a l v ie w s  b y  appropriate  
a m en d m en ts, and  le t  th is b o d y  p a ss o n  it, the q u ick er w e  w ill g e t  the resu lt o f  ou r  en d ea v o rs.

U N ID E N T IF IE D  D E L E G A T E : q u estion .

C H A IR M A N  R . R IV E R S : M a y  I add ress a q u estio n  to  M r. E ga n ?  M u st the q u estio n  b e  put w h en  ca lled  
for? W h en  so m e b o d y  w h o  w an ts to ta lk  further, m ay he ha v e  the flo o r?

E G A N : H e  m a y  h a v e  th e  flo o r .

C H A IR M A N  R . R IV E R S : M r. V ic to r  R iv ers w as trying here sev era l tim es.

V . R IV E R S : I m e re ly  w an ted  to  sa y  that I w o u ld  lik e  to  b e  su re  o f  the form  in  w h ich  the q u estio n  is  pu t 
b eca u se  i f  w e  sa y , "W ill the q u estio n  o f  in itia tiv e  b e  considered ?"  it m ea n s that it takes 2 8  v o te s  to  sa y  it 
w ill be. A c tu a lly , w c  h a v e  it b e fo re  u s , so  the q u estio n  sh ou ld  be, "W ill the co n sid era tio n  o f  the in itia tive  
b e  stricken?" and  that is  the w a y  I w an t to b e  sure the m o tio n  is  m a d e . "W ill w e  str ike th e  c o n sid era tio n  o f  
the in itiative?"

C H A IR M A N  R . R IV E R S : W e ll ,  I m ake a po in t o f  order that the m o tio n  b e fo re  us is  w orded  in the m anner  
p rev io u sly  read and that the d e leg a te s  m ay  co n sid er  your interpretation  o f  it. M r. L o n d b org .

L O N D B O R G : I w o u ld  ju s t  l ik e  to  bring th is up. I fe e l that a fter  a  co m m ittee  has m a d e  a lo n g  study  o f  it 
and c o m e  up w ith  so m e th in g  there m u st b e  so m e  m erit in  it. N o w  in  about tw o  hours w e  hear the w h o le  
story  and h a v e  to  b e  rushed to  a d e c is io n  o n  it. I w ill h a v e  to adm it that o n  th is particu lar item  I w ou ld  lik e  
to hear m ore  or h a v e  a little  tim e  to th ink  about it. I ha v e  b een  o n  both s id e s  o f  the q u estio n  m y se lf , and  I 
d o n ’t fe e l q u a lif ied  to  v o te  o n  it yet. I w ou ld  rather abstain  from  v o tin g  m y se lf  r igh t n o w .

C H A IR M A N  R . R IV E R S : M r. M cC u tch eon .

M C C U T C H E O N : M r. C hairm an, I w o u ld  lik e  to  po in t out that in sofar as I p erso n a lly  am  co n cern ed , the  
in itia tive  w a s a d e v ic e  that w a s created  so m e  years back  for sp e c if ic  s itu ation s . T h e  o u tlin e  o f  our n ew  
leg isla tu re  m a k es  that need  m uch le s s  im perative  than it w a s 35  years a g o . T h ere  are sev era l d e v ic e s  in the 
leg is la tiv e  a r tic le  here  w h ich  I th ink  w o u ld  preclude the n e c e s s ity  o f  h a v in g  an in itia tive . B ills  can  be  
in troduced  in to  the leg is la tu re  b y  request, and e v en  though th ey  fa il, a ssu m in g  that th is a r tic le  is  adop ted  
su b stan tia lly  in  its  form  a s i t  is  p resen ted , ev en  though those  b ills  fa il it m ay  g o  o u t to referend um , so  it
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d o es not preclude the p o ss ib ility  o f  p e o p le  in itia ting  so m e  type o f  leg isla tio n  w ith ou t g o in g  through the 

cu m b ersom e form  o f  an e le c tio n .

B U C K A L E W : I am  ju s t g o in g  to take a seco n d . I w ant to  tell M r. C o llin s  that I th ink  h e  and h is C om m ittee  
d id  a g o o d  jo b  o f  presen tin g  their  m aterial. I am  g o in g  to v o te  against it, not b eca u se  I h a v e  any ob jec tio n s  
as to  the w a y  the w ork  w a s d o n e , but I don't th ink  the in itia tiv e  is  n ecessary . I w as in terested  in  C o lo n e l 
M arston's sp eech  abou t th e  p eo p le . I rem em ber in th e  T hird D iv is io n  there w as not a n y  issu e  at all that any  
o f  the candid ates ca m p aign ed  o n . M o st o f  the can d id ates ca m e  nut that they  w ere for a  con stitu tio n  and it 
sh ou ld  co n fin e  it s e lf  to  fundam ental la w  and that w a s the o n ly  co m m en ts  that I reca ll an y  o f  the candidates  
m aking. I think I am  the o n ly  can d id ate  that ca m e  ou t for  an 18-year-old  franchise , and that w as defea ted , 
and for m y se lf  I g o t a lo t  o f  cr itic ism  in  the Third D iv is io n  b eca u se  I sa id  that the co n stitu tio n  sh o u ld  b e  in 
the E n g lish  lan g u a g e  and  in readable  form . T here w ere  n o  issu es  b efo re  the p e o p le  in the T hird  D iv is io n .  
Forty or fifty  years a g o  th is  ty p e  o f  leg is la tio n  w a s co n sid e r ed  p ro g ressiv e . I don't th ink  it i s  con sid ered  
p rogressive  leg is la tio n  an y  m ore. I think it is  c o st ly . I d o n ’t th in k  w e  need  it, and that is  the reason  I am  
g o in g  to vo te  a g a in st it. N o w  a s far as the referendum , I am  in favor  o f  an  optiona l referend um  as draw n in  
the leg is la tiv e  artic le  w h ich  p ro v id es i f  th e  leg isla tu re  w an ts to th ey  can  refer a v o te  to th e  p eo p le . I am  

g o in g  to vo te  a g a in st it.

H U R L E Y : M r. C hairm an, I d id  n ot r ea lize  that p e o p le  w o u ld  b e  against th is, s o  I a m  fo rced  to  sp eak  by  
sa y in g  in very  s im p le  la n g u a g e  I am  in  favor  o f  the in itia tiv e , referendum  and reca ll. I h a v e  a lw a y s been  in  
favor o f  it, I co u ld  sta y  here fo r  2 4  hou rs and I'd still be in  fa v o r  o f  it. I think it is  a b a s is  o f  d em ocracy , 
ev en  i f  w e  have  a rep ub lican  form  o f  g overn m en t. M y  th ink ing  is  su m m ed  up c o m p le te ly  in  se c tio n  1, "The 
p e o p le  reserve the p o w er  b y  p etitio n  to  prop ose  la w s  and to en a ct or  reject such  la w s at th e  po lls."  I do  
think that so m e o f  the item s in  here n eed  am ending  to  m eet m y  fu ll approval, but I am  in  fa v o r  o f  the 

in itiative.

C H A IR M A N  R . R IV E R S : M r. Gray.

G R A Y : I fe e l m uch lik e M r. L on d b org  I agree w ith  ev ery b o d y . I sa y  that from  the p o in t that 1 am  agreein g  
in  princip le  w ith  o n e  fa c tio n  and I am  agreein g  in p ractice  w ith  th e  other fac tio n . I b e lie v e  that the real 
va lu e  o f  the in itia tive  is  n o t in  its  u se. It is in  the fact it is  there. It is  a threat. T hat is  the real va lue  o f  the 
in itia tive . I w ill sa y  that I b e lie v e  that the in itia tive  is  e x p e n s iv e  and it probab ly  w ill n o t h a v e  the due  
consideration  that the sa m e  b ill w ill be put through leg isla tu re . I w ill sa y  that an in itia tiv e  that is  
precipitated  by o n e  per c en t o f  the voters w ou ld  b e  a great n u isa n ce. O n the other hand, I w ill sa y  that the  
in itia tive  that had 5 0  per cen t o f  your e lectora l voters, th ese  are m a x im u m , there is  no q u estio n  about it -  
the leg isla tu re  w o u ld  h a v e  to d o  it. It se e m s to m e that i f  w e  can  find lim ita tion s that p reclu d e  u se le ssn ess  
and cu m b ersom e o f  m in o r  m atters and m ake your requirem ents su ch  that w e  w ill sa y  that i f  2 5  per cen t o f  
the e lectors desired  a  particu lar m easure, I dou bt very , v ery  m uch  w hether any leg is la tu re  w o u ld  h esitate  
about p a ssin g  i t  I b e l ie v e  that in the artic les o f  the co n stitu tio n  that the in itia tiv e  is  a p o s it iv e  part o f  our  
govern m en t, but it is  n o t a desirab le  part o f  leg is la tio n , and I w o u ld  lik e  to  see  the q u a lifica tio n s  o f  
num bers. I  don't k n o w  w h y  w e  have  e ig h t or ten per cen t. M a y b e  so m e  person on  the C o m m ittee  co u ld  
ex p la in  w h y  the particular ten per cen t. B u t b efo re  it w as throw n out I w ou ld  lik e  to r ee  th e  percentage  

raised  and keep the in itia tive .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. Johnson , d id you  h a v e  an am endm ent?

JO H N SO N : Y e s , I do.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C h ie f C lerk w ill p lease  read M r. J oh n son ’s am endm ent.

C H IE F  C L E R K : "Page 1, S ec tio n  4 , lin e  18. Strike word 'eight' at the end  o f  the line and insert in  lieu  
th ereo f the w ord ’fifteen ’."

JOHNSON: I move the adoption o f the amendment.
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P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. J oh n son  m o v e s  the adop tion  o f  the p rop osed  a m e n d m e n t  

M C N E A L Y : I seco n d  the m otion .

G R A Y : I w ou ld  lik e  to  ask  the m over  h o w  h e  arrived at the fig u re  "fifteen". I  had  in  m ird  " tw en ty-five"  but 

I don't k n o w  w hat the d ifferen ce  is  b e tw een  e ig h t  ten, or  f iftee n  p er  c e n t

JO H N S O N : I su p p o se  I arrived at m y fifteen  lik e  y o u  arrived at your  tw e n ty -f iv e . It w as s im p ly  an  estim a te  
o f  w hat I thought w o u ld  b e  a far better percentage  o f  the e lecto ra te  n eed ed  to in itia te  a p ro p osa l under th is  

act. It se e m e d  to m e that e ig h t percent w a s a  little  b it lo w .

S U N D B O R G . I think w e  sh o u ld  all b e  c lear  that all that th is fig u re  refers to  is  the p ercen ta g e  o f  the e lecto rs  
o r  o f  th o se  vo tin g  at the last e le c t io n  w h o  w o u ld  h a v e  to s ig n  a  p etitio n  in  order to  ge t it v o ted  upon. It d o es  
n ot m ean that e ig h t o r  fifteen  percentage  m ean s it g o e s  in to  e ffe c t . It ju s t  puts it  o n  the ballo t. I  venture i f  
w e  ch a n g e  th is to  f iftee n  there w ou ld  b e  very  fe w  in itia tive  m easu res w o u ld  e v e r  g e t o n  the b a l lo t  T hat is  
qu ite  a h igh  p ercen tage  to  g e t  w h en  you  c a n y  p etition s around.

L O N D B O R G : I f  y o u  can't g e t fifteen  per cen t to put it  o n  th e  b a llo t th ey  certa in ly  w o u ld  n o t g e t e n o u g h  to  
p ass it w h en  it d o e s  c o m e  out. I think it sh o u ld  b e  a little  b it h igh er than e ig h t per cen t b e c a u se  its n o t e igh t 
per cen t o f  the q u a lified  e lec to rs , it's o n ly  e ig h t per cen t o f  th e  o n e s  that v o te d  and I th ink  w e  o u g h t to  have  
it  a  little  b it h igher to p reclu d e  any p o ss ib ility  o f  throw ing in  leg is la t io n  that m igh t a lso  ca ll fo r  sp ec ia l  
e le c t io n s  m d  a lo t  o f  ex p e n se .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. Barr.

B A R R : M r. P ic s id e n t, I am  not an authority o n  the su b ject, but I understand there are other sta te s  w h o  have  
as h igh  a p ercentage as 15 and I b e lie v e  o n e  has as h ig h  a s 2 0  per cen t. I can't q u o te  th e  nu m ber o f  states. I 
w o u ld  lik e  to  hear from  so m e  o f  the C o m m ittee  that has in v estig a ted  that.

M A R S T O N : M r. C hairm an, the average requirem ent is  e ig h t per cen t o f  the sta te s  that h a v e  th is form  o f  
law . T h e  avera g e  is  e ig h t per cent.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. K ilcher, d id  y o u  w an t the floor?

K IL C H E R : Y e s . I a d v ise  that this am endm ent b e  defea ted . It is  exorb itan tly  h ig h  and I intend to  su g g e s t  an 
am endm ent at a  m uch lo w er  fig u re  than th is. T he average is  s lig h tly  le s s  than e ig h t per cen t, a s  for as m y  
figures sh o w . C on sid erin g  th e  d ista n ce  and geograp h y  o f  A la sk a , w e sh ou ld  rather ha v e  a fig u re  lo w er  than 
e ig h t or lea v e  it as it is . T hat d efea ts  the pu rp ose  o f  the m easure.

G R A Y : I fee l that th is is  an im portant figure. I fe e l that th is is  the o n e  p la ce , i f  th is  is a con stitu tio n a l 
m easure, to  insure that the p e o p le  want the m easure rather than so m e  sm all group  in o n e  lo ca lity . I b e lie v e  
that this figu re  sh ou ld  b e  su ff ic ien tly  h igh . U nder a rep ublican  form  o f  go v ern m en t w e  are g o in g  to 
leg is la te  through our leg isla tu re . W e  w ant to keep  the p r in cip le  o f  th e  law  u ltim ately  b e lo n g s  to  the p eo p le , 
and I think the figu re  sh o u ld  d en o te  and be used  on ly  at a  tim e that the leg isla tu re  is  n o t co n fo rm in g  to die  
w ish es  o f  the p eo p le , and that is  w h y  I b e lie v e  this figure is  v ery  im portant, and b y  this figu re  I th ink  w e  
sa v e  the in itia tive  for the co n stitu tio n  or w e  lo se  it due to the cu m b erso m e  e x p e n se s  o f  p ractice  o f  p o ss ib ly  
poor  leg isla tion .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : I f  there is  n o  further d iscu ss io n  -  M r. B a n ?

B A R R : M r. P resident, as I sta ted  b efo re, I am  against the b a s ic  idea  o f  an in itia tive  but I rea lize  it has so m e  
va lue  i f  it is  in the con stitu tion . In fact it m ay be a deterrent o n  the a c tio n s  o f  leg isla tu re  i f  they  k n o w  it is  
there and co u ld  b e  used , but m y  m ain fear w a s it  w ou ld  be u sed  to o  o ften  for n o  g o o d  purpose. I m ay  
ch a n g e  m y  m ind and v o te  for it i f  this figure o f  fifteen  per c e n t  is adopted .
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PRESIDENT EGAN: Mr. Victor Rivers.

V . R IV E R S : M r. P resident, I th ink  that p o ss ib ly  the adop tion  o f  th is 15 per cen t m o tio n  w ou ld  m a k e  the  
program  o f  the in itia tiv e  un w orkab le. I no tice  that the states that u sed  the in itia tive  for statutory p u rp oses, 
there are none o f  them  that are a b o v e  ten. N o w  I w ill grant that for p u rp oses o f  a m en d in g  the constitu tion  
there are so m e  sta tes  that g o  as h igh , I b e liev e , as thirty. I th ink it w o u ld  b e  an error to adopt th is fifteen  per  
cen t b eca u se  o f  the fa c t it w o u ld  b e  practically  im p o ss ib le  to  g e t that num ber o f  signatu res o n  the petition  

required to in itia te  an in itia tiv e .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. T ay lor.

T A Y L O R : M r. P resid en t, n o w  they  ca ll this a petition  b y  the vo ters, h o w  to g e t a  certain per cen t o f  it. N o w  
kin g  at it anoth er w a y , it  is  a m otion  b y  a certain  p ercen ta g e  o f  the e lecto rs that th ey  w o u ld  lik e  to  

m eth ing  vo ted  on. N o w  y o u  say  e igh t per cen t is  to o  m u ch , but as im portant as th is se ss io n  is , le s s  
Jian vo per cen t o f  the b od y  o f  th is h ou se  can in itiate a n yth in g  th ey  w ant to b efo re  this b o d y  and ha v e  it 
voted  on , so  w h y  sh o u ld  you  h a v e  to have  the e lectors, e ig h t p er  c en t or fifteen  per c en t m ore. E ig h t per  
cen t I th ink  is  a fa ir  c o m p ro m ise . W e  d iscussed  that co n sid era b ly  in  the C o m m ittee , but w h en  y o u  figure  
that le s s  than tw o  per c e n t  in  here can  start so m eth in g , a ll a  m an has to  d o  is  to m ake a m otion . T hat o n e  
man is  le s s  than tw o  per cen t and  ev ery b o d y  con sid ers it, s o  I th ink i f  w e  h a v e  e ig h t per cen t on  th is  
in itia tive , that is p lenty .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. M arston .

M A R S T O N : E ig h t per cen t is  a  little  higher than the avera g e  state  that u ses th is law . N o w  w e  k n o w  h o w  
hard it w as to  g o  o u t and  g e t 2 5 0  nam es on  a paper to g e t  the ch a n ce  to run for th is C onstitu tional 
C on ven tion . It w a s a  lo t o f  w o rk  for m o st o f  us to  g o  o u t and d o  it o u rse lv es . T o  g e t o n e  o f  th ese  in itia tive  
m easures b efore  the p eo p le  it takes o v er  2 ,0 0 0  p eo p le  to s ig n  up. Y o u  w o u ld  not g e t any p la ce  i f  y o u  had to  
get 2 ,0 0 0 . Y o u  w o u ld  not b e  h ere  and neither w o u ld  I. It's a hurdle h igh  en o u g h  i f  th ey  fe e l  that 2 ,0 0 0  v o te s  
to ge t o n  the b a llo t is  w h at y o u  h a v e  to get, they have a c a u se  and then the p e o p le  h a v e  a  ch a n ce  to  say  
"yes” or "no". I think e ig h t  per cen t is  right.

B O SW E L L : I w o n d ered  i f  th e  C o m m ittee  had studied  the sta tistic s  o f  v o tin g  and about w h at e ig h t per cen t  
w ou ld  require. Is that th e  figu re  — 2 ,0 0 0 ?

M A R S T O N : M y  r ec o lle c tio n  is  2 7 ,0 0 0  vo tes here all o v er  A la sk a . E igh t per cen t o f  that is  2 ,1 6 0 .

B O SW E L L : I w o u ld  sp ea k  in  favor  o f  a higher figure than e ig h t per cen t. It se e m s to m e  that o n e  o f  the  
th ings, o n e  o f  the a b u ses is  that a num ber o f  b ills co u ld  g e t in troduced  w ith  a f e w  voters and w ith o n ly
2 ,0 0 0  it se e m s to  m e  that it w o u ld  be very ea sy  for o n e  lo c a lity  to ge t 2 ,0 0 0  v o te s  o n  a particular issu e . T hat 
is  w h y  I w o u ld  fa v o r  a  h igh er  figure, and I think fifteen  per cen t is  about right.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. H urley .

H U R L E Y : I f  A la sk a  had a sta tic  pop ulation  I w ou ld  b e  in c lin ed  to agree, but I fe e l  w e  h a v e  an ex p an d in g  
population , and b y  the tim e  w e  b eco m e  a state, the p e o p le  that are concerned  w ith  introducing p roposa ls , 
our pop u la tion  and our v o tin g  pop ulation  w ill be  such  that e ig h t per cen t w ill be a reasonable  figure.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. Barr.

B A R R : M r. P resid en t, ta lk ing  about the d ifficu lty  o f  g e ttin g  that num ber o f  signatu res to  a  petition , I 
m aintain it is  pretty e a sy  to ge t a p etition  sign ed . I kn ow  o f  o n e  candid ate  to this C onstitu tional C o n v en tio n  
w h o m erely  typed  up so m e  p etitio n s and m ailed  them  to fr ien d s and he g o t 8 0 0  signatu res w ith  no e ffo r t o n  
the part o f  h im se lf.

PRESIDENT EGAN: Mr. Gray.
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G R A Y : I ha v e  to  r ise  a  se c o n d  tim e b eca u se  o f  that 2 0 0 -v o te  d ea l. T h e  gen tlem a n  o n  that p o in ted  d irectly  
at m e. I w ish  to  c ite  r igh t n o w  the p r in c ip le  o f  the th ing. O n  the ex tra n eo u s, un im portant m atters, w e  don't 
care w hat the p ercen ta g e  is , tw o  per cen t, but o n  th ese  im portant m atters w e  m ust ra ise  it  to a h igh er  va lu e .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. S u nd borg .

S U N D B O R G : M r. P resid en t, I w o u ld  ju s t  l ik e  to  sa y  that th e  e ffe c t  o f  the a m en d m en t, i f  it is  ad op ted , 
w ould  b e  that in  A la sk a  righ t n o w  in order to  ge t an y  m easu re  up b e fo r e  the p e o p le  on  an in itia tiv e  b a s is , it 
w o u ld  require 4 ,0 5 0  signatu res o n  petition s. T hat is  a lo t o f  signatu res to  try to  g o  o u t and g e t in  A lask a . 
T hat is  w h at fifteen  per cen t o f  2 7 ,0 0 0  is, T h is  is  not g o in g  to  carTy the p ro p o sitio n . T h is  is  w h at is  required  
to  sim p ly  ge t it o n  th e  b a llo t so  the p e o p le  can  ha v e  a c h a n ce  to v o te  o n  it. T h e  e ig h t per cen t n o w  in  there, 
as Mr. M arston  sa id , w ou ld  require s lig h tly  o v er  2 ,0 0 0 , so  that is  w hat w e  are v o tin g  on .

R O S S W O G : M r. C hairm an, I w o u ld  lik e  to sa y  a  fe w  w ords.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. R o ssw o g .

R O S S W O G : I th ink  it sh o u ld  b e  hard to g e t th ese  p etitio n s ou t and ha v e  th em  f ille d  o u t, and I w o u ld  b e  in  
favor o f  a  little  h ig h er  figu re  than the e ig h t per cen t.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. B u ck a lew .

B U C K A L E W : I am  reca llin g  the other argum ents that h a v e  b een  m ade prior to  th is particu lar q u estio n .
A n d  i f  y o u  w ill reca ll various p eo p le  stated  "W ell, w h en  the leg isla tu re  fa ils  to  en a ct so m e  n ecessa ry  
leg is la tio n  the p e o p le  can  put the b lo ck s  to  them . I f  the leg is la tu re  has fa lle n  d o w n  that m uch , it is  not 
g o in g  to b e  an y  trouble  at a ll to  ge t fifteen  p er  cen t b eca u se  th ey  are a ll g o in g  to  b e  up  in  arm s. I f  the  
leg isla ture h as fa lle n  d o w n  that m uch and th ey  ha v e  to resort to the in itia tive , I th ink  y o u  can  get f if tee n  per  
cen t, i f  it's that im portant.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. L ond borg .

L O N D B O R G : I take m y se c o n d  turn here. I still b e l ie v e  it sh ou ld  b e  a lo t h igher. I f  that sm a ll p ercen ta g e  
can  throw  the w h ee ls  in m otion  and perhaps c a lls  for  a sp ec ia l e le c t io n  and h a v e  $ 4 0 ,0 0 0  ev er y  tim e  a fe w  
p e o p le  g e t togeth er and w ant it  i f  it d o e s  not happen  to fall o n  a prim ary or g en era l e le c tio n , I  think it 
sh ou ld  b e  re la tiv e ly  hard to  d o  it b eca u se  i f  it  is  so m eth in g  that that m an y  p e o p le  w ant, I am  su re y o u .ca n  
get the signatu res. T h ere  h a v e  b een  various ex p erim en ts perform ed on  th e  idea  o f  g e ttin g  p e o p le  to  s ig n  
their nam es, and th ey  sa y  in c it ie s  that o n e  ou t o f  ten w ill r e fu se  to  s ig n  their sig n a tu res on  a p etitio n  and  
perhaps not e v e n  lo o k  at the petition .

C O O PE R : I w o u ld  lik e  to point out that the fig u re  fifteen  per cen t as u sed  in th e  p ro p o sa l, the fig u res that 
w ere presented  o n  the floor  w ere fifteen  p ercen t o f  2 7 ,0 0 0  v o te s, and the last genera l e le c t io n , as I reca ll I 
am  not letter p er fec t o n  th ese  fig u res -  w as o v e r  4 0 ,0 0 0 . Is that correct?  M ig h t I ask  i f  any o f  the d e leg a te s  
know ?

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T w e n ty  se v e n  thousand the Chair b e lie v e s , or so m eth in g  lik e  that.

C O O PE R : O f  the general e lec tio n ?

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T w en ty  se v e n  thousand, s ix  hundred and so m eth in g .

CO O PER : I ju s t  w an ted  to  po in t o u t in argum ent that the d e leg a te  that w a s e le c te d  at large w ith  the greatest 
num ber o f  v o te s , T erritory w id e , r ece iv ed  7 ,0 0 0  v o tes, w h ich  in e ffe c t  w o u ld  b e  a signature. T h e  15 per  
cen t o f  the 2 7 ,0 0 0  v o te s  then w o u ld  b e  ov er  4 ,0 0 0  signatures. I b e lie v e  it is a little  h igh .

R . R IV E R S: T hat d e leg a te  w a s running in a fie ld  o f  se v e n  can d id ates. T h e  2 7 ,0 0 0  reflec ts the num ber o f  
votes cast per d e leg a te , I b e liev e .
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H U S C H E R : A cco rd in g  to  the report o f  P A S  s lig h tly  le s s  than e ig h t per cen t se e m s  to b e  the average in the 
states w here this p r o v is io n  a p p lies . T h o se  sta tes h a v e  a far m ore static  p op u la tion  than w e  have. T h ey  are 
c lo s e ly  a llied  through transportation , through num erous radio  stations, te lep h o n es, and it is  m uch easier  to 
g e t your m essa g e  across. H ere  in A lask a  w h ere  w c  h a v e  su ch  a  large area, the great d ista n ces b etw een  our 
to w n s and co m m u n ities , our la ck  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n sr  m parable to those in the states p la c es  an additional 
penalty  upon our p eo p le . S o  i f  w e  are to adop t the fiftec  per cen t, w e  m igh t in  e s se n c e  from  the standpoin t 
o f  in co n v en ien ce , be se ttin g  it  up a lm ost at 2 5  per cen t. I am  in fa v o r  o f  the figure as it stan ds at the present 

tim e  in  S e c tio n  4 , at e ig h t per cen t.

H IN C K E L : I o r ig in a lly  p ro p o sed  or c o m p o sed  an artic le  in  w h ich  I se t forth f ifteen  per cen t. In C om m ittee  
they changed  m y m ind and I agreed  to the e ig h t per cen t. In v ie w  o f  the fact that w e  h a v e  n o w  rem oved  all 
restrictions on  the vo ters, a vo ter  d o es not h ave to  b e  a b le  to read, e tc ., the  q u a lified  e lecto r  w h o w o u ld  be  
perm itted  to  s ig n  this p e titio n , I  n o w  favor  that w e  ra ise  the p ercen tage  back  to  a  h igh er  figure than e ig h t -  

p o ss ib ly  as h igh  as fifteen .

U N ID E N T IF IE D  D E L A G A T E : Q uestion .

T A Y L O R : I w o u ld  lik e  to sa y  to o  Uiat so m e  o f  the sta tes don't favor to o  large  petition s. N e w  Y ork  w ith  
three or  four m illio n  vo ters, y o u  can't presen t a p etition  that has m ore than 5 0 ,0 0 0  signatures, so  it is  a  very  
sm all percentage o f  the vo ters that are o n  the p etitio n  b eca u se  th ey  are to o  bu lky , there is  too  m uch trouble  
c h eck in g  them . S o  in  N e w  Y o rk  State y o u  can't g e t m ore than 5 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  on  w h ich  w o u ld  be a  sm all 
percentage.

M C N E A L Y : I had not in ten d ed  to sp eak  o n  th is, but ev ery b o d y  is  taking a turn. T h e  p o in t is  that I h ave  
so m e  am endm ents to  o ffer  here w h ich  i f  the fifteen  per cen t w en t through I w o u ld  b e  in c lin ed  to g o  a lo n g  
w ith  the in itia tive  and n ot o ffe r  m y  prop osed  am endm ents. M r. T a y lo r  sp eak s o f  N e w  Y ork . I think there 
are others here in  the b o d y  w h o  talked w ith  C o n gressm an  O 'B rien from  N e w  Y ork . H e  sa id  in o n e  o f  h is  
last w ords o f  parting from  a litt le  m eetin g , h e  sa id , "Don't ge t stu ck  lik e  the S tate  o f  N e w  Y ork with an  
in itia tive  system  or y o u  w ill b e  sp en d in g  out a g o o d  p ercentage o f  the T erritory's m o n ey . Y o u  w ill find  that 
your in itia tive  e le c t io n s  w ill  c o s t  y o u  far m ore than your regular e le c t io n s . A s  a  C on gressm an  from  N e w  
Y ork  I s in cere ly  hop e y o u  d o  n ot w rite the in itia tive  into  the constitu tion ,"  I think th is fifteen  per cen t  
w o u ld  b e  so m ew h a t o f  a safeguard  against to o  m any e le c tio n s  at least.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  q u estio n  is , "Shall the p rop osed  am endm ent as o ffered  b y  M r. Johnson be  
adop ted  by the C on ven tion ?"  T hat is ch a n g in g  "eight per cent" to  read "fifteen  per cent". A ll th ose  in  favor  
o f  the ad op tion  o f  the a m endm ent w ill s ig n ify  by sa y in g  "aye", all o p p o sed  by sa y in g  "no".

S W E E N E Y : R o ll ca ll.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C h ie f  C lerk  w ill ca ll the roll.

(T h e  C h ie f C lerk  c a lle d  th e  roll w ith the fo llo w in g  result:

Y eas: 25  - A rm strong, A w e s , Barr, B o sw e ll ,  B u ck a lew , C ross, D o o g a n , V . F isch er , G ray, H in ck el,
Johnson , L aw s, L on d b o rg , M cC u tch eon , M cN e a ly , N crland , N o la n , P o u lsen , R eader, R o ssw o g , S w ee n e y , 
W alsh , W hite, W ien , M r. P resident.

N ays: 2 3  - C o g h ill, C o llin s , C oop er , D a v is , E m berg, H arris, H erm ann, H ilsch er , H urley , K ilcher, K night, 
L ee, M cL au gh lin , M c N e e s , M arston , M etca lf, N ordale , P eratrovich , R . R iv ers , V . R ivers, Sm ith, Stew art, 

T aylor.

A bsent: 7  - H . F isch er , H cllen th a l, K in g , R iley , R obertson , Su nd borg , V an derL eest.)

CHIEF CLERK: 25 yeas, 23 nays and 7 absent.
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PRESIDENT EGAN: And so the motion has carried and the amendment is ordered adopted.

A L A S K A  C O N S T IT U T IO N A L  C O N V E N T IO N  
D e ce m b e r  1 7 ,1 9 5 5  
F O R T IE T H  D A Y

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C h ie f  C lerk  w ill p le a se  read M r. Johnson 's am endm ent.

C H IE F  C L E R K : D o  y o u  w ant th is o n e  taken up next?

J O H N S O N : Y e s , p lea se .

C H IE F  C L E R K : "P age 2 ,  lin e  3. S e c tio n  4 , after w ord  'chosen ' add i r  ’ -  .n tence, T h e  p etitio n  sh a ll be  
from  tw o-th ird s o f  the v o tin g  precincts.'"

JO H N S O N : M r. P resid en t, I m o v e  the adop tion  o f  the am endm ent.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : "The p etition  sh a ll be from  tw o-th irds o f  the votin g  precincts" -  w h ere , M r. Johnson , 
o f  the T erritory?

J O H N S O N : O f  co u rse  it w o u ld  b e  from  the state.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C hair stan ds corrected .

C H IE F  C L E R K : D o  y o u  w an t to add that?

JO H N S O N : It is  not n ecessary .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : D o  y o u  m o v e  the adop tion  o f  the prop osed  am endm ent?

J O H N S O N : I do .

R O B E R T S O N : I se c o n d  the m otion .

J O H N S O N : I m igh t ex p la in , M r. P resident, that it o ccu rs to m e  that under the present w o rd in g  that a 
petit* jn  c o u ld  b e  c ircu la ted  in  o n e  large pop ulation  area and the required num ber o f  signatu res b e  obta ined  
fro* i  that o n e  p o p u la tio n  area, and I b e lie v e  that it w o u ld  be better or  equitab le to have the p etition s  
c ircu lated  in  at lea st tw o-th irds o f  the vo tin g  p rec in cts  and signatu res obtained  all around the sta te  rather 
than ju s t  in  o n e  lo ca lity .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. M arston .

M A R S T O N : W e  w en t all through th is, and in this n g  land o f  A lask a  w c sa id  the other day o n e  vo tin g  
precinct w a s b ig g er  than 4 0  o f  the sta tes, and w e  co n c lu d e d  it w as not fair i f  w e  want the in itia tiv e  to w ork, 
to  ch a se  them  a ll o v e r  the great land o f  A lask a  to  g e t th ese  p e titio n s. Y o u  n u llify  i t  H ere is o n e  m an w ith  
f iv e  p etitio n s here. It is  n o t im p rov in g  this th ing. I f  y o u  w ant to  n u llify  it, this is o n e  w a y  to  d o  i t  W e  
w orked  o n  it  for aL out four w e ek s, g o o d  m en, e v e n  i f  I w a s o n  there, the rest o f  them  a n yw ay , and w e  
d ec id ed  that so m e  o f  th ese  p e o p le  -- w e  had it in  there. W e to o k  it out. It w a s too  b ig  a land to ch a se  them  
o v er  the m ou n ta in s and acro ss the rivers and the o c ea n s to g e t  this scattered  v o le , so  I w ish  i f  y o u  w ant this 
in itia tive  and referend um  y o u  w ou ld  ho ld  b ack  o n  a lo t o f  th ese  am endm ents. T h ey  are not im p rov in g  it. 
T hat is the rea so n  w e  d id  n ot put it  in there. W c con sid ered  M r. Johnson's am endm ent carefu lly . I w ou ld  
lik e  to hear s o m e  o f  the oth er  C o m m ittees on  this.
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P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T he qu estion  is,"Shall M r. John son 's proposed  am endm ent be adopted by the  

C onvention?" Mr. D a v is .

D A V IS : M a y  I ask  M r. John son  a qu estion ?  I f  I understood  your exp lanation  correctly , M r. Johnson , what 
you  in tended  w as that the petition  sh o u ld  b e  c ircu lated  or that signatures sh ou ld  b e  secured  from  at least 
tw o-th irds. It se e m s to m e the form  d o c s  not q u ite  carry o u t w hat you  are trying to  d o . I  am  in favor o f  the 

su g g estio n  that I think y o u  are trying to  m ake there.

JO H N SO N : W e cou ld  add the w ords "shall b e  c ircu la ted  in at least tw o-th irds o f  th e  vo tin g  precincts." I 
w ill accep t M r. D av is' su g g ested  am endm ent, and insert, "The petition  shall co n ta in  signatu res from  at least 

tw o-th irds o f  the e lec tio n  d istricts o f  the S ta te .”

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. D a v is , d o  y o u  o ffer  that p ro p o sed  am endm ent?

D A V IS : Y es .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : Is there o b jec tio n  to M r. D a v is's  proposed  am endm ent to the am endm ent? Mr. 

M cL aughlin .

M C L A U G H L IN : A re you  substitu ting  the w ord "circulating" and do not require s ig n in g , M r. D a v is  ?

D A V iS : E ither "circulated" or "signatures sh ou ld  b e  secured  from". E ither o n e  w o u ld  b e  a ll right from  m y  
standpoint. B u t as it reads it sa y s , "it shall be from" and I think it is  m ea n in g less .

M C L A U G H L IN : I am  ju s t  an x io u s to k n o w  w hat the am en d ed  am endm ent is.

D A V IS : I w ill sa y  "circulated" as an am endm ent.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. C ooper.

C O O PE R : M r. P resident, I  have  the sa m e  q u estion  in  m ind , and in m y  m ind it w o u ld  ha v e  been at least 
tw o-th irds o f  the vo tin g  precincts that w o u ld  be represented , and that w o u ld  in d ica te  at least o n e  vote from  
at least tw o-th irds o f  the vo tin g  precincts in A lask a .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. L ond borg .

L O N D B O R G : I can  certa in ly  se e  a v a lu e  in  havin g  signatu res from  that m any  o f  the precincts. T hat w ou ld  
be o n e  o f  the b est w a y s  to ge t the p e o p le  all o v er  the S ta te  o f  A lask a  acquain ted  w ith  w hat is com in g  up, 
oth erw ise  m any p e o p le  w ill ha v e  to dep en d  o n  radio or new spapers, e tc ., to  find  our and first thing you  
know  there is  a sp ec ia l e lec tio n  and a  lo t o f  them  w ill h a v e  the in itia tive  b efore  them  to  v o te  and co m e  to 
the p o lls  and probably have not had a  ch a n ce  to talk it o v er  and can't read, and w e  are g o in g  to have a lo t o f  
co n fu sion , but i f  it can  b e  c ircu lated  around I think it is  g o in g  to stim ulate  a lo t  o f  interest and a lot o f  study  

on  the in itiative.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C o n v en tio n  w ill c o m e  to order. M r. Johnson .

JO H N SO N : M r. P resident, I ask  lea v e  b y  un anim ous co n sen t to w ithdraw  m y  orig inal am endm ent and  
substitute in lieu  th ereo f a  d ifferen t w ord in g  w h ich  I h a v e  p laced  on the Secretary's desk .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. Johnson  ask s un an im ous co n sen t that h e  be a llo w ed  to w ithdraw  his original 
am endm ent and substitu te  another am endm ent. Is there ob jection ?  I f  there is no ob jec tio n  it is  so  ordered, 
and the C h ie f  C lerk m ay read the p rop osed  am endm ent.
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C H IE F  C L E R K : "Page 2 , lin e  3 , S e c tio n  4 , after w ord  'chosen ' add a n e w  sen ten ce , T h e  p etitio n  shall 
contain  signatu res from  at least tw o-th irds o f  the e le c tio n  d istr icts o f  the State.'"

JO H N SO N : I m o v e  the ad op tion  o f  the am en d m en t as read.

R O B E R T S O N : I seco n d  it.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  m o tio n  is  o p e n  for  d isc u ss io n . M r. Sm ith .

SM IT H : M r. P resid en t, m y reco llec tio n  o f  th e  C o m m ittee  d isc u ss io n  o n  th is q u estio n  w a s that under  
S ec tio n  3 the leg isla tu re  w o u ld  ha v e  ih c  au th ority  to require that sig n a tu res b e  ob ta in ed  from  as m any  
leg is la tiv e  d istr icts as th ey  m ight d e e m  n ecessa ry . T h e  C o m m ittee  fe lt, that is  m y  v ersio n  o f  th e  C o m m ittee  
fee lin g  w a s, that d u e  to  the ch a n g es w h ich  w ill in ev ita b ly  c o m e , that the leg isla tu re  c o u ld  s a fe ly  m ake those  
requirem ents. T h e y  co u ld  ch a n g e  th o se  req u irem en ts to m eet ch a n g in g  c o n d itio n s  and , th erefore, I am  
o p p o sin g  the am endm ent.

T A Y L O R : I w o u ld  ju s t  lik e  to  su bstantiate  the rem arks o f  M r. S m ith . W e  w en t o v er  th is q u ite  ca refu lly .
W e  argued pro and  c o n  as to  w hether w e  sh o u ld  put anyth in g  in  a b o u t w h ere  the p etitio n  w a s  to  b e  
circu lated , h o w  m an y  nam es to it, stu d ied  the other  states' p ro v is io n s  a lo n g  th ese  sa m e  lin es , and w e  fe lt  
d u e  to our g eo g rap h ica l lim its that it  w o u ld  b e  better to  le a v e  that to  th e  leg isla tu re . N o w  that is  an untried  
th ing in A lask a , and i f  w e  put this in  here the leg is la tu re  tfrtm w o u ld  b e  u n a b le  to  c h a n g e  it. It w o u ld  take a 
constitu tional a m en d m en t to  m ake a n y  c h a n g e  in  th e  m eth o d  o f  g e ttin g  the sign atu res o r  w h ere  y o u  g o t  
them  from . S o  w e  thou ght w e  w o u ld  le a v e  th is th ing  in  the f lu id  s ta g e  s o  i f  there w a s an a ttem p t to in itia te  
leg isla tio n  b y  th is m eth o d , and th ey  found ou t that the p ro v is io n  b y  la w  pursuant to  the a r tic le  w as  
u n w ield ly , cu m b erso m e, and m a d e  it p r a c tica lly  im p o ss ib le  to  g e t  a  m easu re  through , that the leg isla tu re  
cou ld  ch a n g e  it at the first se s s io n  i f  th ey  rea lize  it  sh o u ld  b e  d o n e. S o  w e  p u rp o se ly  le ft  that ou t. W e  fe lt it 
w ou ld  be better to  lea v e  it flu id  so  b y  trial and error w e  can  fin d  o u t w h at is  the b est m an n er  to  handle  th is, 
so  I w ou ld  think that the a m endm ent sh o u ld  b e  d efea ted .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. H in ck el.

H IN C K E L : I w a s g o in g  to state  for the a d v o ca tio n  o f  the d e leg a te s  that th e  or ig in a l w o rd in g  w e  had in  
there w as that n o t o v e r  2 5  per cen t o f  th e  sign atu res o n  a p etitio n  sh o u ld  c o m e  from  a n y  o n e  p o lit ica l 
su b d iv ision , and w e  all agreed  that it w o u ld  probab ly  b e  adequ ate  but as M r. T a y lo r  h as sa id , w e  fin a lly  
d ecid ed  that w e  m ig h t be w rong and it w o u ld  b e  better  to le a v e  it to  the leg is la tu re  s o  it c o u ld  b e  am ended  
or changed  w ith o u t a ll the trouble o f  g o in g  through con stitu tio n a l am endm ent.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. C oop er.

C O O PE R : L in e  2 5  o n  page  2 , ac tu a lly  S e c t io n  5 ,  sa y s  th is m easure o f  th e  in itia tiv e  sh a ll n o t pertain  to lo ca l 
or sp ec ia l leg is la tio n . T h erefore, I don't th in k  the a m en d m en t is  in  a n y  w a y , sh a p e  or form  o u t o f  order. I f  
the p eo p le  o f  the state at-large are to b e  a ffec ted  b y  ev en tu a l leg is la t io n , then  I b e lie v e  that p etition  sh ou ld  
be distributed w ith in  at lea st tw o-th irds o f  the v o tin g  p recin cts.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. L ondborg.

L O N D B O R G : T h ere  se e m s to b e  a  fe e lin g  here that th is is  m ak in g  it to o  hard to  g e t an in itia tiv e . I w ou ld  
lik e  to ca ll the a tten tion  to the in itia tive  p r o v is io n  in  the S ta te  o f  M isso u r i w h ere  th ey  n o t o n ly  ask  that it be  
circu lated  in  tw o-th ird s o f  the co n g ressio n a l d istr icts o f  the sta te , but that it b e  s ig n ed  b y  a certain  per cen t  
o f  the leg a l voters. N o w  in  the c a se  o f  the co n stitu tio n a lity  am en d m en t it is  e ig h t per cen t. In c a se  o f  the  
la w  it is  f iv e  per cen t, w h ic h  I think w o u ld  co m p are  to our f if tee n  per c en t o f  th o se  w h o  v o ted . T h is  is  f iv e  
per cent o f  the leg a l voters and it shall be s ig n ed  b y  f iv e  per cen t o f  the voters in  ea ch  o f  tw o-th ird s o f  the  
districts, so  th ey  certa in ly  have their in itia tiv e  a lo t  harder than w e  are p ro p o s in g  here.

PRESIDENT EGAN: Mrs. Hermann.
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H E R M A N N : M r. P resident, I think w e  are lo sin g  sig h t o f  o n e  o f  the m ain  th in g s to  b e  co n sid e r ed  in  
con n ection  w ith  th is proposal. T h e se  am endm ents and  others that h a v e  a lready b e e n  a d op ted , as w e ll as  
so m e o f  the sec tio n s  th em se lv es, are c learly  attem pts to  rep lace fundam ental la w  w ith  statu tory la w , and I 
think that the w h o le  th ing o f  setting  up the procedure for  in itia tive  and referendum , w h ic h  is  n o w  b e in g  
cu m b ersom ely  d o n e  b y  the b od y , should  b e  left in the hands o f  the leg isla ture . I h a v e  sa id  o n c e  o n  th is  
floor, i f  I ha v e  sa id  it o n c e  I h a v e  said it a d o zen  tim es and probab ly  w ill sa y  it  that m a n y  m ore, w e  h ave  
got to lea v e  th ings to  the leg isla ture that b e lo n g  a m o n g  the leg isla ture's fu n ctio n s , and in ste a d  o f  try in g  to  
w rite statutory la w  into  the constitu tion  o f  the S ta te  o f  A lask a  let's ge t d o w n  to brass tack s and w rite the  
fundam ental la w  o n  w h ich  the leg isla ture m ay b a se  its  action s. I am  aga in st the am endm ent.

S U N D B O R G : I h a v e  to  take a v iew  op p osite  to that o f  M rs. H erm ann's, so m eth in g  w h ich  I d o  not o ften  do, 
for the reason that this p rovision  w ou ld  co v er  not o n ly  in itia tive  p etition s but referend um  p etitio n s, and I d o  
not b e liev e  it proper to  lea v e  in the hands o f  the leg is la tu re  the w ritin g  o f  b a sic  p ro v is io n s  o n  h o w  p etitio n s  
w h ich  w ou ld  overr id e  and defeat actions w h ich  the leg is la tu re  has taken w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  handled . N o w  
under your v ie w  it is  o p en  here i f  w e  don't m ention  it, and it is  o p en  to the leg isla tu re  to  pu t up any kind o f  
a p rov ision  it w an ts, it co u ld  require that there w o u ld  h a v e  to  b e  signatures from  ev ery  v o tin g  precinct in  
the state w h ich  w o u ld  defea t it becau se  it  w ou ld  b e  im p o ss ib le  to ge t su ch  signatu res, and I don't b e lie v e  
that i f  w e  are g o in g  to have the referendum  at all w h ich  is  the p rocess for the p e o p le  to say ,""W e don't w ant 
this la w  w h ich  the leg isla tu re  has ju st passed . W e  don't w ant to lea v e  it to the leg isla tu re  t j  se t  up the  
ground ru les o f  h o w  th o se  th ings are g o in g  to b e  handled . I  think that the a m endm ent as n o w  su bm itted  
d o es not require very  m uch . A ll it says is that th e  p etitio n  sh a ll contain  signatures from  at lea st tw o-th irds  
o f  the e le c tio n  d istr icts o f  the state. T he A p portionm ent C o m m ittee  is  bringing  o u t a  rep ort w h ich  is  g o in g  
to set up 2 4  e le c t io n  districts in the state. T h is w o u ld  require that a n yon e w h o  w an ts to g e t a  m atter o n  the  
ballot w ou ld  o n ly  h a v e  to have signatures from  16 o f  th o se  e le c tio n  d istricts. S a y  that w e  n eed  4 ,0 0 0  as it is  
in  A lask a  today , h e  co u ld  have  3 ,9 8 5  signatures from  the C ity  o f  A n ch o ra g e  and  h e  c o u ld  ge t o n e  ea ch  
from  the other 16 e le c tio n  districts and h e’s on the ba llo t. N o w  I don't th ink that is  g o in g  to  restr ict very  
m any in itia tive  or  referendum  petitions.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : Mr. B uckalew .

B U C K A L E W : I certa in ly  agree w ith M rs. H erm ann. It se e m s to m e  a lo t o f  d e leg a te s , and I h a v e  had the  
sam e idea m y s e lf  up to th is point, that y o u  can't w rite into  the constitu tion  p ro v isio n s that arc g o in g  to  take  
care o f  ev ery  im agin ary  e v il that m ight co m e  up. I  th ink  y o u  can trust the leg isla ture . W e  are g o in g  to trust 
the ju d g es . W e  h a v e  created ju d ges. W e h ave g iv en  to th e  ju d g es  the p o w er  to incarcerate  p e o p le  and ev en  
hang them , and it is  not any m ore illo g ica l to trust the leg isla ture. I m ight sa y  that I o ffer e d  an am endm ent 
w h ich  I think w ill  cure  all o f  th is d iscu ssio n , and I don't m ean  any reflec tio n  o n  M r. C o llin s  o r  h is  
C om m ittee , but I certa in ly  agre w ith M rs. H erm ann. N o w  you  can  s e e  the h a ss le  w e  h a v e  go tten  into  over  
w hether it is  g o in g  to  b e  ten  or fifteen  per cent, and it is  all leg is la tio n , and i f  it  p ro v es to  b e  un w orkab le  
y o u  have g o t to am end  the constitution to chun ge it, and M rs. H erm ann is  a b so lu te ly  right.

M C L A U G H L IN : W ithout com m itting  m y se lf  e ith er w a y , I  am  ju s t a little  b it p u zz led . U n d er  M rs. 
H erm ann's su g g es tio n  it w ou ld  all be left to the leg isla ture . I f  the leg isla tu re  e x e r c ise s  its authority  under  
S ectio n  3 prescrib ing  the procedures to be fo llo w ed  in the e x er c ise  o f  p o w ers o f  in itia tiv e  and referendum , 
it m akes it an em erg en cy  act, and you  can't have  a referendum  on  your referendum .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. Sm ith.

SM ITH : M r. P resident, the o n ly  va lue for the in itia tive  and referendum  procedure is  i f  there is  a c lear  
channel for en actm en t o f  leg isla tion  by the p eo p le . T hat is , i f  it g o e s  d irectly  from  the p e o p le  byp assin g  the 
legislature. I f  y o u  g iv e  the legislature the pow er to b lo c k  that chann el, then y o u  ju st as w e ll as ha v e  no 
in itiative and referendum  at all. N o w  this is the seco n d  tim e I h a v e  had to ch a n g e  m y  m ind  o n  the q u estion  
that is con cern ed  w ith  this, but I w ill n o w  support the a m endm ent o ffered .

PRESIDENT EGAN: Mr. Taylor.
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T A Y L O R : I th ink , in  a n sw erin g  M r. Sm ith 's o b je c tio n s , he p o s s ib ly  lo se s  s ig h t o f  the fact that th is  
C o n v en tio n , i f  w e  adopt th is prop osa l w o u ld  b e  bou nd  b y  it, as it  sa y s  "N o la w  sh a ll be en a cted  to  ham per, 
restrict o r  im pair  the e x e r c ise  o f  p o w ers reserved  h ere in ...b y  the peop le ."  T h e y  h a v e  g o t to p a ss  the  
leg is la tio n . It has g o t to be in troduced . It has g o t to  b e  im p lem en ted  b y  the proper leg is la tiv e  m easu re. L et  
us trust the leg is la tu re . L et us le a v e  th is ju s t as m u ch  as b a s ic  la w  as w e  p o s s ib ly  can. O th erw ise , w e  are  
c o m in g  o u t o f  here w ith  a con stitu tio n  that th e  vo ters w ill n o t ratify. M a y b e  so m e  o f  th e se  am en d m en ts are 
put in  for the pu rp ose  o f  d e fea tin g  the co n stitu tio n .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. D a v is .

D A V IS : M r. P resident, I  w ant to  sa y  that I agree , strange as it  m ay se e m , w ith  w h at M rs. H erm ann  has sa id  
here. I th ink  a  g o o d  deal that is  in th is b ill as w ritten is  leg is la tio n . T h e  a m endm ent w h ich  M r. John son  
offered  and w h ich  I supported w a s a  m atter to  a m en d  so m e th in g  that is  leg is la tio n  in  m y  o p in io n  to m ake  
the th ing  clearer  and m o re  n ea r ly  re sp o n s iv e  to  the w ill o f  the p e o p le  o f  the w h o le  rather than o n e  sec tio n . 
T hat w a s the reason  for o ffer in g  the a m en d m en t. I w o u ld  a g ree  right o f f  that i f  th is part o f  S e c t io n  4  co u ld  
be str icken  a s leg is la tio n .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. Johnson .

JO H N SO N : M r. P resident, I resen t th e  im p lica tio n  that I ha v e  o ffered  an y  a m en d m en ts fo r  the p u rp ose  o f  
d efea tin g  th is co n stitu tio n . I don't b e lie v e  that D e le g a te  T a y lo r  had any right to m a k e  su ch  an in feren ce . I 
think that an y  d e leg a te  here has the righ t to  o ffer  a m en d m en ts ar lo n g  as th ey  fe e l th ey  are ju s t if ie d  and it is  
part o f  the su b ject m atter at hand. N o w  cer ta in ly  in  th is in sta n ce , the con stitu tio n s that h a v e  b e e n  read to us, 
c learly  in d ica te  that this p ro v is io n  w h ich  is  n o w  b efo re  us b y  w a y  o f  a m endm ent is  n o t un usual. T h ere  is  
noth ing strange about it, and a s D e leg a te  Su nd borg  p o in ts  ou t, it is  not an im practica l p ro p o sitio n  b eca u se  
you  can  get, a s  h e  sa y s , 3 ,9 9 5  signatu res in  A n ch o ra g e  and g e t  the rest o f  them , o n e  sig n a tu re  from  the  
other 15 vo tin g  p recin cts, so  it is  not an im practica l p rop o sitio n . It still acts as an add ition al sa fegu ard  o n  
the m isu se  o f  the in itia tive . Y esterd a y  I w as o p p o se d  to the in itia tiv e  prin cip le , but the d e leg a tio n  in  the  
C om m ittee  o f  the W h o le  v o ted  to  support the p r in c ip le , and it is  n o w  in our con stitu tio n  and w ill b e  I 
assum e, but I s t ill think that w e  ha v e  the righ t to  m ake it  as stron g  as p o ss ib le  b eca u se  cer ta in ly  it can  b e  
very e a s ily  m isu sed  as has b een  po in ted  ou t, and a sp ec ia l e le c tio n  under the in itia tiv e  c o u ld  c o s t  the  
taxpayers $ 4 0 ,0 0 0  and y o u  m igh t ha v e  a  num ber o f  th o se  sp ec ia l e le c t io n s  e v e r y  year, and  it runs into  
m oney, and I don't th ink w e  are g o in g  to h a v e  an y  too  m uch  m o n e y  after w e  b e c o m e  a sta te , at lea st not for 
aw h ile , s o  I b e lie v e  it is  a reasonab le  safegu ard  and that th e  a m en d m en t sh o u ld  b e  p a ssed .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. M cN e a ly .

M C N E A L Y : M r. P resident, I am  a strong  ad v o ca te  o f  lea v in g  m atters to the leg isla tu re , bu t I w ant to po in t 
out that w h en  y o u  start w ritin g  leg is la tio n  in to  the con stitu tio n  then y o u  h a v e  g o t to  w rite  m ore leg is la tio n  
in order to  su p p lem en t the leg is la tio n  that y o u  already h a v e  w ritten in , and I to o  w ant to c a ll atten tion  to  
S e c tio n  3 , the last lin e  w h ere it  sta tes, "N o la w  sh a ll b e  en a cted  to ham per, restrict, or  im pair  the e x er c ise  o f  
pow ers reserved  herein  b y  the p eo p le . I f  th is is  le ft  b lank, the percentage  o f  the vo ters w h o  m u st s ig n  the  
petition , and i f  it  is le ft in  the b lank about w hat d istr icts th ey  sh all b e  s ig n ed  in , th en  I can  fo r ese e  and very  
clearly J iere  w ill b e  untold  litiga tion , b e c a u se  i f  the leg is la tu re  attem pted to p ass a b ill and required fifteen  
per cen t o f  the s ign atu res, the p eo p le , or a sm all seg m en t, w o u ld  attack it o n  the ground s that it w(as 
ham pering or restr icting  or im pairing the voters. I f  the leg isla tu re  attem pted to  sa y  that the petition s had to 
b e  secured  in certain  d istr icts th e y  co u ld  a lw a y s refer back  to th is c la u se  here c f  ham p ering , restricting, or  
im pairing. I th ink  as lo n g  as w e  started w ritin g  leg is la tio n  in to  th is, u n less  the m atter is c le a r ly  sp elled  out 
in the b ill and le ft up to the leg isla tu re , then w e  m ust sp e ll ou t th ese  th ings in order to  p rotect aga in st future 
court action .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C hair is  g o in g  to adhere to the rule, M r. T ay lor, that ea ch  d e leg a te  is a llo w ed  
tw o  tim es around. M r. K ilcher.

28



K IL C H E R : P oin t o f  in form ation . I w ou ld  lik e  to  add ress a  q u estio n  to  M r. John son . I f  M r. John son 's  
am endm ent sh ou ld  be adopted , w ou ld  that lea v e  en o u g h  p o w er  to the leg isla tu re  later o n  to  determ ine  the  

percentage o f  signatures required in  each  o f  the tw o-th irds o f  the leg a l su b d iv is io n s?

JO H N SO N : O ffhand , I w ou ld  sa y  n o , but it se e m s  to m e  that it m ight be construed  that i f  the leg isla tu re  
should d eterm ine later that each  vo tin g  precinct w ou ld  ha v e  to produ ce a proportionate  share o f  the  
signatures, that m igh t be in  contraven tion  o f  the con stitu tion a lity . I am  not en o u g h  o f  a constitu tiona l 
law yer to k n o w , but ray offh an d  o p in ion  is that th is p ro v isio n  as it is n o w  b efo re  us w o u ld  m ake it  flex ib le ,  
and i f  the leg isla tu re  attem pted to put an y  restr ictions o n  that f lex ib ility , that it  w o u ld  n ot b e  im proper.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. K ilcher.

K ILCH ER: P erso n a lly  I th ink  that the leg isla tu re  w ou ld  b e  entitled  to m ake further sp e c if ic a t io n s  that arc  
not lim ited  b y  any o f  the constitu tional sec tio n s , and I h o p e  that it w ill, and prov ided  that I am  r igh t in m y  
assum p tion , I am  in favor  o f  M r. Johnson's am endm ent.

A R M S T R O N G : I f  S e c tio n  4  is  to  stay  in  the act, it se e m s  to  m e  that w e  h a v e  to h a v e  th is p ro v isio n . I w ant  
to revett b a ck  to the th ing that M r. M arston co n sta n tly  ta lks about, the p eo p le . I h a v e  a fe e l in g  so  o ften  that 
w h en  I v o te  o n  the w rong s id e  o f  an issu e  that I am  v o tin g  against the p eo p le  b eca u se  that w ord  has been  
underscored s o  em p h atica lly . I think that to erad icate sec tio n a lism  and p ro v in c ia lism  from  A la sk a  w e  m ust 
have an e x p ress io n  from  as m an y  sec tio n s o f  the state  as p o ss ib le . I think o n e  o f  the great th in gs that is  
ham pering us n o w  is  the fe e lin g  that o n e  area w ants to d om in ate  another area, and I w ill v o te  for this 
am endm ent b eca u se  o f  m y inner fee lin g  that th is is  b r id g in g  all o f  th ese  d ep ressio n s o f  sec tio n a lism , It is  
ask ing for  a w id esp read  o p in io n  o n  a p iece  o f  leg is la tio n . I f  fo lk s sa y  "W ell, w e  are n ot in te lligen tly"  
en ligh ten ed  o n  this en o u g h  so  that w e  can  sig n  this p etition , then let them  d ig  in to  it b e fo re  th ey  s ig n  it. It 
w ill probab ly  g iv e  a w ider base o f  op in io n  w h en  it c o m e s  to  a  vote . W e  can  probab ly  v o te  o n  it m ore  
in te llig en tly . I w ill support this am endm ent i f  w c  are k eep in g  in S ec tio n  4 .

B O SW E L L : I m o v e  the p rev iou s question .

H E R M A N N : I se c o n d  the m otion .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  qu estion  is , "Shall the p rev iou s q u estion  b e  ordered?” A ll th o se  in  favor o f  
the"qucstion w ill s ig n ify  by sa y in g  "aye", all o p p o sed  b y  sa y in g  n o  . T he "ayes h ave it and the p rev iou s  
qu estion  is  ordered. T h e  qu estion  is, "Shall M r. Johnson's p rop osed  am endm ent be a d op ted  b y  the  

C onvention?"  A ll th ose  in  favor -

T A Y L O R : R oll ca ll.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C h ie f  C lerk w ill ca ll the roll. W ill the C h ie f  C lerk p lea se  read the am endm ent.

C H IE F  C L E R K : "Page 2 , lin e  3 , S ec tio n  4 , after the w ord 'chosen' add a n ew  se n te n c e , T h e  petition  shall 
contain  signatu res from  at least tw o-th irds o f  the e le c tio n  d istr icts o f  the State."’

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  qu estion  is, "Shall the p rop osed  am endm ent be adopted  b y  the C onvention?"
T h e  C h ie f  C lerk w ill ca ll the roll.

(T he C h ie f  C lerk  ca lled  the roll w ith the fo llo w in g  result:
Y eas: 38  - A rm strong, Barr, B o sw e ll, C o g h ill, C o llin s , C oop er , D a v is  D o o g a n , H . F isch er , G ray, Harris, 
H ellen thal, H ilsch er , Johnson , K ilcher, K night, L aw s, L e e , L ond borg , M cL au gh lin , M cN e a ly , M cl 'ces , 
M arston, N o la n , P o u lsen , R eader, R. R ivers, R ob ertson , R o ssw o g , Sm ith , S tew art, S u n d b org , S w e e n e y ,  
V an derL eest, W alsh , W hite, W ien , Mr. P resident.

N ays: 13 -  A w es , B u ck a lew , E m bcrg, H erm ann, H in ck el. H urley , K in g , M etca lf , N o rd a le . Pcratrovich, 
R iley , V . R ivers. T aylor.



A bsent: 4  - C ro ss , V . F isch er , M cC u tch eo n , N erla n d .)  

C H IE F  C L E R K : 38 y ea s , 13 nays and 4  absent.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C h ie f  C lerk  w ill read the p ro p o sed  am endm ent.

C H IE F  C L E R K : "Page 1, S e c tio n  4 , strike lin es  13 to 18 in c lu siv e , and lin es 1 to 5  in c lu siv e , o n  p a g e  2  and  
substitu te the fo llo w in g :  'S ectio n  4 . Prior to  general c ircu la tion , an in itia tive  petition  co n ta in in g  a draft o f  
the p rop osed  la w  in  b ill form  shall b e  s ig n ed  b y  ten  q u a lified  e lectors as sp on sors and ha v e  its su ff ic ie n c y  
as to form, cer tified  b y  the attorney genera l. D e n ia l o f  cer tifica tio n  sh all b e  rev icw a b lc  b y  the c o u r t  I f  
certified  to b e  su ffic ien t the in itia tiv e  or referend um  p etitio n  co n ta in in g  a sum m ary o f  the su b ject m atter  
prepared b y  the a tto rn ey  general m a y  then  b e  c ircu la ted  and m ust b e  s ig n ed  b y  qu a lified  e lec to rs  equa l to  
15% o f  the num ber o f  v o te s  ca st for g o v ern o r  in the p reced in g  general e le c tio n  at w h ich  the gov ern o r  w as  
ch o sen . T h e  p etition  sh a ll con ta in  sign atu res from  at least tw o-th irds o f  the e le c tio n  d istr icts o f  the State. 
T he petition  m ay  b e  f ile d  w ith  the attorney g en era l w h o  sh a ll prepare a b a llo t title  or prop osition  
design atin g  and su m m a riz in g  the su b sta n ce  o f  the p ro p o sed  la w  w h ich  prop osition  sh a ll g o  up on  the ballot 
as hereinafter p ro v id ed .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : Is there a seco n d  to the m o tio n  b y  M r. R alph  R ivers?

B A R R : I seco n d  the m o tio n .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : It has b een  m o v ed  and  se c o n d e d , and the m otion  is open  for d iscu ss io n . M r. T ay lor.

T A Y L O R : I h a v e  an  am en d m en t to o ffer . It is  on  the desk , an am endm ent ch an g in g  "15" as a per cen t in 
the unnum bered lin es  here, but it is the la st w ord in  the orig ina l proposal, ch an g in g  the “ 15% " to “ 10%".

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : Y o u r  am endm ent is  o u t o f  order at this tim e. T h is m otion  is  b e fo re  us. A  n ew  
am endm ent is  o n  the flo o r  at this tim e.

T A Y L O R : A m e n d in g  the am en d m en t though.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : A m en d in g  the "15%" to  "10% "? M r. T aylor then o ffers an am endm ent to the  
am endm ent se e k in g  to  c h a n g e  to read "10% ". Is there a seco n d ?

M A R S T O N : I se c o n d  the m otion .

S W E E N E Y : I ob ject.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  qu estion  is  on  the a m endm ent to the am endm ent seek in g  to m ake it ten per cen t 
o f  the num ber o f  v o te s  cast. M rs. S w e e n e y .

S W E E N E Y : T h is  m atter w as voted  o n  in the C o m m ittee  o f  the W h o le  last night, and in c o m in g  into  the  
plenary se ss io n  w e  a d o p ted  the oral report o f  the C om m ittee . N o w  I don't feel that w e  can  v o te  on  that issu e  
again  any m ore than w e  ca n  v o te  on  the 19 o r  2 0  years again .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M rs. S w ee n e y , the C hair d o c s  not recall that w c  ever  vo ted  on  ten per cen t. B u t  
anyth ing that h ap pened  in the C o m m ittee  o f  the W h o le  se ss io n  w ou ld  ju st c o m e  to the p lenary s e ss io n  as a 
recom m en dation . T h a t is all. M r. Sundborg

S U N D B O R G : M r. P resid en t, I b e lie v e  M rs. S w e e n e y ’s r eco llec tio n  is perhaps incom ect and that w c d id  in  
plenary se ss io n  am end  from  the figure e ig h t to  fifteen  per cen t. I don't b e lie v e  w c  d iscu ssed  that m atter at 
all in C o m m ittee  o f  the W h ole .
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P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : N o  o n e  co u ld  again  o ffer  the am endm ent and b e  in  order to m ake it e ig h t per cent, 
M rs. S w e e n e y , but the C hair w ill have  to rule that the particular am endm ent to th e  am en d m en t o ffer in g  ten  

per cen t as the fig u re  is  in  order. Mr. T aylor.

T A Y L O R : I w o u ld  lik e  to sp eak  briefly . I  think this has b een  argued pro and c o n  at the tim e  that the  
original proposa l w a s e ig h t per cen t. I think a num ber o f  the C om m ittee  have  sp o k en  a g a in st the f iftee n  per  
cen t o n  the grounds that it w o u ld  p o s it iv e ly  m ake it im p o ss ib le  or so  d ifficu lt to  c ircu la te  a p etitio n  for an 
in itiative  that it w o u ld  render the la w  in op erative . N o w  as M r. L ondborg sa id , th is m orn in g  he w as read ing  
som e sta tistic s in  M isso u r i, and to in itiate a la w  it o n ly  requires f iv e  percent. N o w , o f  co u rse , w e rea lize  
that in M issouri it is  m uch  ea sier  to ge t p e titio n s cir culated . T h e  transportation p ro b lem  is  noth in g . T he  
p eop le  w h o  circu la te  them  can  drive  around d ifferen t p la ces and co u n ties and g e t them  sig n ed . H ere with  
the vast d ista n ces and the d iff icu ltie s  o f  transportation, it w ou ld  b e  a little  bit d if f ic u lt  S o  that w o u ld  lea v e  
us, i f  w e  adopt the ten  per cen t, still tw ic e  as h igh  as the S tate  o f  M issouri w h ere  transportation  is  very  
easy. S o  I think ten  per  cen t w o u ld  b e  a  g o o d  com p ro m ise .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. L ondborg.

L O N D B O R G : I think i f  w e  read the M isso u r i C on stitu tion  carefu lly  w e  w ill find that it is  "five per cen t o f  
the qu a lified  e lectors" . W e are o n ly  ask in g  for  a certain  per cen t o f  the governor's v o te . T h ere  is  a lo t  o f  
difference  b e c a u se  I don't think h a lf or  m ayb e a third o f  the p eo p le  w h o ca n  v o te  g o  ou t and v o te . S o  
actually  f iv e  per cen t in  M issou ri w ou ld  b e  eq u iv a len t to m aybe fifteen  or tw en ty  p er  c en t here. N o t  o n ly  
that, th ey  a lso  require f iv e  per cen t o f  the e lecto rs in  ea ch  o f  tw o-th irds o f  the v o tin g  precin cts. W e  are 
say in g  that th ey  can  g e t all but fourteen, I b e lie v e  it is , in  o n e  precinct and then  ju s t  g o  out and sp o t  
enough so  that th ey  q u a lify  in the tw o-th irds in  the other.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M rs. S w ee n e y .

SW E E N E Y : I don't g o  a lo n g  w ith  Mr. T a y lo r  that th is is  g o in g  to b e  su ch  a d iff icu lt  task  to  g e t  the fifteen  
per cen t. E very  p etitio n  w ill have  at lea st ten  sp on sors , and i f  they k n o w  it is  g o in g  to  h a v e  to  co m e  from  
tw o-thirds o f  the leg is la t iv e  d istr icts, th o se  ten  sp on sors w ill in all likeli! o o d  c o m e  from  ten  d ifferent 
districts or m ayb e f iv e . I f  y o u  ha v e  4 ,0 0 0  v o te s  to  get it requires each  sp o n so r  to secu re  4 0 0  v o te s , and I 
b eliev e  it sh ou ld  be le ft  at fifteen  per cen t.

M A R S T O N : T h e  19 sta tes w h o  have the in itia tive  and referendum  law s h a v e  a v eraged  a little  b e lo w  e igh t  
per cen t requirem ent. W e  w en t over  th is d o cu m en t and this figure w ith the exp erts here. It w a s in k eep in g  
with their th ink ing, and e ig h t per cen t is  h igh er than the average o f  the 19 states w h o  h a v e  th is, and it is the 
right num ber. I w a n t to  w arn the p eo p le  here o f  o n e  th ing 1 s e c  co m in g  up. T h e  p erson  or p ersons w h o are 
issu in g  m o st o f  th e se  am endm ents are p e o p le  against in itia tive  and referendum . I k n o w  that.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C hair w ill h a v e  to hold  from  here o n  that the C hair w ill h a v e  to  d ec lare  any on e  
out o f  order i f  th ey  a llu d e  to the m otiv es beh ind  an y  d e legate .

M A R S T O N : C an I sa y  w h o  is for and against?  It has been  sa id  o n  the floor.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h is d o e s  not particu larly refer to your statem ents, b u t the C hair is  g o in g  to h a v e  to 

hold firm o n  a llu s io n s  as to w h at m ight be the m o tiv es  o f  other d e leg a tes o n  the floor.

M A R S T O N : E ig h t per cen t is a b ove  the avera g e  required. I f  you  w ant the in itia tiv e  and referend um  to 
work, i f  you  w ant the p e o p le  o f  A lask a  to h a v e  a ch a n ce  to initiate and reca ll la w s, k eep  it a t e ig h t per cent. 
That is  the right figure. T en  per cen t w o u ld  b e  p len ty  h igh . F ifteen  per cen t ru les it out. It is  not e ffe c t iv e .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. Harris.

H A R R IS: I am  both  in  agreem en t and in d isa g reem en t w ith Mr. T aylor’s p ro p o sa l. T en  per c en t at the 
present tim e w ith  our present vo tin g  p op u la tion  perhaps w ou ld  b e  a little  lo w . A lso ,  I h a v e  an am endm ent  
on  the desk , and i f  M r. T aylor w ou ld  adopt the latter part o f  m y am endm ent, I th ink  m a y b e  w e w o u ld
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straighten th is situ ation  o u t  I w o u ld  go  ten  per cen t provided  h o w ev er  that n o  p etitio n  sh a ll h ave le s s  than

5 ,0 0 0  signatures.

S U N D B O R G : Q u estion .

C O O PE R : I m o v e  the p r e v io u s  q u estion .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. C o o p er  m o v e s  the p rev io u s q u estion .

B U C K A L E W : I seco n d  the m o tio n .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  q u estio n  is ,  "Shall the p rev io u s q u estion  b e  ordered?" A ll th o se  in  favor o f  
ordering the p rev io u s q u estio n  w ill s ig n ify  b y  sa y in g  "aye", all o p p o sed  "no". T h e  ayes" h a v e  it and the  
p reviou s q u estion  has b een  ord ered . T h e  q u estio n  is , "Shall M r. T aylor's p ro p o sed  am en d m en t to the  
am endm ent b e  adop ted  b y  th e  C o n v en tio n ?

JO H N SO N : R o ll ca ll.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C h ie f  C lerk  wiU ca ll th e  ro ll.

(T he C h ie f C lerk c a lle d  the ro ll w ith  the fo llo w in g  result:

Y eas: 2 9  -  C o g h ill, C o llin s , D a v is , D o o g a n , E m b erg , H . F isch er , H arris, H erm ann , H in c k e l, H u rley , 
K ilcher, K in g , K n igh t, L ee , M cL a u g h lin , M cN e a ly , M c N e e s , M arston , M etca lf , N o rd a le , P eratrov ich , 
R iley , R . R ivers , V . R iv ers , S m ith , S tew art, S u nd borg , T ay lor, V an derL ecst.

N ays: 21  -  A rm strong, A w e s , Barr, B o sw e ll ,  B u ck a lew , C o op er , G ray, H ellen th a l, Joh n so n , L a w s,  
L ondborg, N o la n , P o u lse n , R ea d er, R ob ertson , R o ssw o g , S w e e n e y , W a lsh , W h ite , W ien , M r. President.

A bsent: 5  - C ross, V . F isch er , H ilsch er , M cC u tch eon , N erlan d .)

M C N E A L Y : I w o u ld  lik e  to c h a n g e  m y  v o te  to "yes".

A W E S: I ju st w anted to inq u ire  as to  i f  m y  v o te  w as listed  as "no". I sa id  both .

C H IE F  C L E R K : Y e s , it w a s .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : D id  M r. B arr w ant to  ch a n g e  h is vote?  B A R R : N o , I w an ted  to  inq uire  about M iss  
A w e i.

C H IE F  C L E R K : 2 9  y e a s , 21 n a y s and 5  absen t.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : A n d  s o  the "ayes" h a v e  it and the p rop osed  a m en d m en t to  the a m en d m en t has b een  
adopted by the C on v en tio n .

V . R IV E R S: I ha v e  an am en d m en t o n  the Secretary's d esk  o n  S e c tio n  4 .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C h ie f  C lerk  w ill p lea se  read the p rop osed  am endm ent.

C H IE F C L E R K : ’’S e c tio n  4 , a m en d m en t to R . R ivers am endm ent, c h a n g e  'tw o-thirds o f  the e le c tio n  
districts o f  the State' to 'o n e -h a lf  o f  the e le c tio n  d istr icts o f  the State'."

PRESIDENT EGAN: What is your pleasure, Mr. Rivers?
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V . R IV E R S : I m o v e  and ask  un an im ous c o n se n t that w e  adopt that am endm ent.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. V ictor  R iv ers m o v e s  that the proposed  am endm ent b e  adopted .

J O H N SO N : I o b je c t  

V . R IV E R S: I s o  m o v e .

SM IT H : I seco n d  the m otion .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  q u estion  is  o p en  for d iscu ss io n . M r. V ictor  R ivers.

V . R IV E R S: M r. P resident, it seem s to m e  in  v ie w  o f  the geograp h ica l d istr ibu tion  o f  the country  and La 
v ie w  o f  the varied  in terests, e co n o m ic  and o th erw ise , that w e  w o u ld  b e  d efea tin g  p ractica lly  the purpose o f  
the in itia tive  and referend um  i f  w e  require tw o-th irds o f  the d istr icts to b e  rep resented  o n  this petition . I 
think that h a lf  is  a fa ir figure. It seem s to m e  that i f  y o u  w ere g o in g  to have  an in itia tive  or referendum  on  
m in in g  m atters that in  all p robab ility  it  w o u ld  b e  very  hard to  ge t vo tes for  that in itia tiv e  in  tw o-th irds o f  
the d istricts w h ere their m ain  in terests perhaps w o u ld  lie  in  fish , or fur, or  tim ber. I put this am endm ent in  
in  all sin cerity , b eca u se  I th ink  it w ill m ake the in itia tiv e  and referendum  m ore w orkab le  and m ore fair i f  

w e a llo w  it to g o  through.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. Sundborg.

S U N D B O R G : I w o u ld  lik e  to  sa y  that w e  are talk ing not about precincts here, w h ich  at the present tim e  
there are so m eth in g  lik e  4 0 0  in  the T erritory, but about e le c t io n  d istricts under the co n stitu tion , and m y  
understanding is  that th e  C o m m ittee  o n  A p portion m en t w ill bring in  a proposa l w h ich  w ill sp e c ify  there  
w ill b e  2 4  e le c tio n  d istr icts . T hat w ou ld  m ean i f  w e  lea v e  it the w a y  it is  that it w o u ld  require at least o n e  
person's signature o n ly  from  16 o f  the d istr icts to b e  am on g  either ten or fifteen  per cen t as w e  m ay  v o te  
tom orrow  on  M r. M cN e a ly 's  m otion  to  reconsid er. T h e  w a y  M r. R ivers w o u ld  p ro p o se  to ch a n g e  it, it 
w ou ld  b e  necessary  to  g e t signatures from  o n ly  1 2  d ifferent d istricts, that is 1 2  signatu res w o u ld  b e  
necessary , o n e  from  ea ch  d istr ict, m ak in g  up a  total o f  around 4 ,0 0 0  at the presen t tim e. I fe e l that as it is  it 
is  not at all cu m b erso m e  or d ifficu lt. I f  w e  bad required that a large num ber had to  b e  obta ined  from  the  
d istr icts, it m ight b e , b u t all that is  n ecessa ry  is  o n e  lo n e  signatu re from  ea ch  district.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. K ilcher.

K ILCH ER: F e llo w  d e leg a te s , I h op e that m o st o f  y o u  are m ore  aw are o f  th is is su e  that is  gettin g  m ore and  
m ore co n fu sed  than I am . A s  I have sh o w n  o n  the la st v o te , and I want to b e  w e ll aware that those  a m on g  
y o u  w h o are in  fa v o r  o f  the in itia tive  in  p r in c ip le  sh ou ld  se e  that any other attem pt to em ascu la te  th i  
in itia tive  as su ch  sh o u ld  be vo ted  d o w n , and I se e  that M r. R ivers’ am endm ent is in  favor o f  reinjecting  
so m e  strength in  the in itia tive . S in ce  S e c tio n  3 has b een  am ended  to take m ore rights aw ay  from  the p eo p le , 
s in c e  the first se n te n c e  w ill g iv e  the leg isla tu re  the right to  prescribe proced ures, it is o n ly  fair that w c  
reduce the "two-thirds" to o n e h a lf ' b e c a u se  i f  th o se  that are o p p o sed  n ow  and in the future to the in itia tive  
w ill have  their w a y , th ey  w ill h a v e  th e  leg isla tu re  im m ed ia te ly  to g o  about and h a v e  strict procedures  
estab lish ed , for in sta n ce  that in  tw o-th irds o f  all the e le c tio n  d istricts w e w ill have  to ha v e  the fu ll 15 per  
cen t o f  signatu res prorated in  each  d istrict. I think the leg isla tu re  w ill try to d o  that, and i f  they try to d o  it, 
i f  it is u n con stitu tional, it w ill have  to be the p eo p le  w h o g o  to  the court and p rove  that su ch  an act b y  the 
leg isla ture w o u ld  b e  un con stitu tional. I th ink  the leg isla tu re  w ou ld  get a w a y  w ith  it and I w ouldn't b lam e  
them  for trying. It is not true that it w ill take o n ly  e lev en  signatu res, on e  signatu re from  each  o f  the other  
e lev en  districts, and the o n e  that tries to "railroad" so m eth in g , I have no doubt w h a tso ev er  that those  
e lem en ts o p p o sed  to the in itia tive  in the leg is la tu re  w ill c ircu m scribe the necessa ry  procedure w h ere w e  
w o u ld  end up b y  h a v in g  tw o  thirds o f  all the e le c tio n  d istricts required to furnish 15 per cen t o f  the  
signatures. T h e y  w ou ld  not rest qu iet b e fore  they  have  that. C on seq u en tly , they  w ill m ake the in itia tive  
unw orkable. C o n seq u cn d y  I am  in favor o f  M r. R ivers' am endm ent that o n ly  h a lf  o f  the e lec tio n  d istr icts be 
required to furnish s ign atu res. I h ave n o  dou bt that before  lo n g  they  w ill b e  required to furnish each  16
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per cen t o f  the s ig n a tu res, and b e  w ell aw are o f  that, that attem p t w il l  be m ade, and  a ll in  fa v o r  o f  the  
in itia tiv e  in  p r in c ip le  sh o u ld  v o te  in favor  o f  M r. R ivers' a m en d m en t.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  q u estio n  is  --  M r. V ic to r  R ivers.

V . R IV E R S : I a sk  that the roll b e  ca lled .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  q u estio n  is , "Shall the p ro p o sed  a m en d m en t o ffered  b y  M r. V ic to r  R iv ers  be  
adop ted  b y  the C on ven tion ?"  T h e  C h ie f  C lerk  w ill c a ll the ro ll.

(T h e  C h ie f  C lerk  ca lled  the roll w ith  the fo llo w in g  result:

Y eas: 2 6  - A w e s , C o g h ill, D o o g a n , E m berg , H . F isch er , G ray, H arris, H erm ann , H ilsc h e r , H in ck e l. H u r ley , 
K ilcher, K in g , K n ig h t, L e e , M c N e e s , M arston , N o rd a le , P eratrov ich , R iley , R . R iv e r s , V . R iv ers , S m ith , 
Stew art, T a y lo r , V an derL eest.

N ays: 2 6  - A rm strong, B arr, B o sw e ll ,  B u c k a le w , C o llin s , C o o p er , D a v is , V . F isch er , H e llen th a l, Joh n so n , 
L a w s, L o n d b o rg , M cL a u g h lin , M c N e a ly , M etc a lf , N o la n , P o u lse n , R ead er, R o b er tso n , R o ssw o g ,
Su nd borg , S w e e n e y , W a lsh , W h ite , W ien , M r. P resid en t,

A bsent: 3 - C ro ss , M cC u tch eo n , N erlan d .)

C H IE F  C L E R K : 2 6  y ea s , 2 6  n a y s  and 4  absent.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : S o  th e  m o tio n  has fa iled  o f  ad op tion . M r. B u ck a lew .

B U C K A L E W : M r. P resid en t, I h a v e  an a m endm ent to o ffe r  to M r. R ivers' a m en d m en t.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C h ie f  C lerk  w ill p le a se  read M r. B u c k a le w 's  prop osed  a m en d m en t.

C H IE F  C L E R K : "Strike the en tire  sen ten ce  o f  R . R ivers' a m en d m en t b eg in n in g  w ith  T h e  p etitio n  sh a ll,  
e tc .,’ and su b stitu te , T h e  p etitio n  sh a ll conta in  sign atu res o f  q u a lif ied  e lecto rs res id en t in  at lea st tw o-th irds  
o f  the e le c t io n  d istr icts o f  the State."’

B U C K A L E W : I m o v e  its ad op tion .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. B u c k a le w  m o v es  the ad o p tio n  o f  th e  p ro p o sed  am endm ent.

A W E S : I se c o n d  i t

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  q u estio n  is , "Shall the p ro p o sed  am en d m en t as o ffered  b y  M r. B u c k a le w  be  
adopted  by th e  C o n ven tion ?"  W ill the C h ie f  C lerk  p le a se  read the am en d m en t o n c e  m ore.

C H IE F  C L E R K : T h is  is  an  a m en d m en t to M r. R ivers' a m en d m en t o n  S e c tio n  4 . "Strike the en tire  sen ten ce  
b eg in n in g  w ith  T h e  petition  sh a ll, etc.,' and substitu te  T h e  p etitio n  sh a ll co n ta in  s ig n a tu res o f  q u a lified  
e lecto rs resid en t in at least tw o  thirds o f  the e le c t io n  d istr icts o f  the State.'"

B U C K A L E W : I w ill ask  u n a n im o u s co n sen t. T h e  o n ly  rea so n  I o ffered  this a m en d m en t is the w a y  it is  
draw n, it is  a m b ig u o u s. W h a t they  m eant, in  the p reced in g  sen ten ce  th ey  refer to  q u a lif ied  e le c to r s  and then  
they  g e t d o w n  and refer  to  o n ly  signatu res and w hat th ey  m ean is  q u a lif ied  e lec to rs  res id en t in the d istr icts , 
and I th ink  it c lears th e  am bigu ity .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. R alph  R ivers.

R. R IV E R S : P o in t o f  in form ation . T hat a ffec ts  ju st the o n e  se n te n c e?  I th ink  it is  a g o o d  im p ro v em en t.
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P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : U n an im ou s co n sen t has b een  ask ed . Is there o b jec tio n ?  H earing  n o  o b jec tio n  it is 

ordered adopted .

A L A S K A  C O N S T IT U T IO N A L  C O N V E N T IO N  

D ecem b er  1 8 ,1 9 5 5  
FO F'TT -F I R S T  D A Y

D A V IS : M r. P resident, there is  o n e  th in g  hanging fire that w ill prevent a n y  fina l w ork  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  
this and that is  M r. M c N e a ly ’s m o tio n  for  reconsid eration . I  think w e  o u g h t to  take that up b e fo re  n oon  

recess . It w o n ’t a ffec t w hat the C o m m ittee  is  g o in g  to try to do.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. M cN e a ly .

M C N E A L Y : I m o v e  and ask  u n an im ous co n sen t that m y  reconsid eration  o f  la st  Satu rd ay  b e  v o ted  upon at 

this tim e.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. M cN e a ly  m o v es  that h is reconsid eration  b e  acted  u p o n  at th is tim e. T h e  m otion  
in  it s e lf  o p en s  the p rop osed  am endm ent to debate. M r. R iley .

R IL E Y : Just to  b e  co n sisten t w ith  the rule. I w ou ld  ask  un anim ous c o n se n t that it  m ay b e  a llo w ed . It has 

been  encountered  b e fo re , as y o u  recall.

M C L A U G H L IN : C ou ld  the q u estio n  be fu lly  stated  prior to debate  so  w e  w ill  k n ow ?

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : D o  our rules sa y  it is not debatab le , M r. R iley?

R IL E Y : It has to be under the su sp en sio n  o f  the rules.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h en  i f  there is  no o b jection , it  m ay be o p en  to debate . M r. M cL au gh lin ?

M C L A U G H L IN : M r. P resident, m ay the fu ll qu estion  b e  stated so  the d e leg a te s  w ill  k n o w  w h at it is  about?

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : W ould  the C h ie f  C lerk p lea se  read the proposed  am endm ent?

C H IE F  C L E R K : I didn't bring it d ow n  but I think it w a s the o n e  ch a n g in g  fifteen  per cen t to  ten.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T he proposed  am endm ent that changed  fifteen  per c en t o f  the vo ters to  read "ten per  

cen t o f  the num ber o f  votes."

C H IE F  C L E R K : N o , it w as to  ch a n g e  "eight" to "fifteen".

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : N o , it w as ch a n g in g  "fifteen" to "ten”.

T A Y L O R : It w a s changed  to "fifteen" and upon m y am endm ent w h ich  carried it w as red u ced  to  "ten per  
cen t”. T h e  qu estion  n o w  is w hether the ten per cen t is  g o in g  to rem ain or w h eth er it g o e s  b a ck  up to fifteen  
per cen t. I think w c  ha v e  had su ffic ien t argum ent o n  th is. I think I have  poin ted  ou t sev era l tim es, and 
others too , that d u e to our g eo grap h ica l c ircu m stan ces that fifteen  per cen t w ou ld  p o ss ib ly  b e  an undue  
burden upon the p e o p le  w h o w anted to launch an in itia tive  proposition  and that ten p e r c e n t  w ou ld  be m ore  
in  lin e  w ith  the proportion o f  the voters in  the other states, so m e o f  them  as lo w  as f iv e  per cen t and a great 
m any e ig h t per cen t, and the fact that e igh t per cen t se e m s to b e  the p reva ilin g  p ercentage in  a great m any  
o f  the states, that to practica lly  d o u b le  that w ou ld  p la ce , as I sa y , an undue burden upon the voters, and I 
fe e l that s in ce  the m ajority o f  the C o n v en tio n  yesterday  fe lt that ten per cen t w a s the proper am ount, I
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P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. M cN e a ly .

M C N E A L Y : I w on 't take up tim e  in  d eb a te  o n  this. W h en  w e  had it at f iftee n  per cen t it r em o v ed  largely  
an y  o b jec tio n s that I had , and sev era l o th ers that I ta lked to , it  rem o v ed  our o b jec tio n  to the in itia tive  
sy stem  b eca u se  w e  fe lt  it w o u ld  n ot b e  m isu sed . I th ink  p o ss ib ly  I am  g o in g  to  v o te  to  retain  th e  f ifteen  per 
cen t but p o s s ib ly  so m ew h ere  b e tw een  ten  and fifteen  per cen t w o u ld  b e  c o m m o n  ground. I fe e l that ten  per  
cen t, h o w ev er , is to o  lo w , and that the b ill then, and w ith  o n e  or tw o  other p ro p o sed  am en d m en ts as to the 
dates o f  h o ld in g  e le c t io n , w o u ld  m ake th is o n e  o f  the fin est  b ills  in  th e  C o n v en tio n . I f  w e  cu t the 
requirem ent d o w n  to o  lo w  it w ill n o t d o  us any particu lar g o o d .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. M arston .

M A R S T O N : I  th ink  i f  y o u  h o ld  that to  w h ere M r. M c N e a ly  m o v e s  it, it r em o v e s  the p o ss ib ility  o f  the law  
ev er  fun ction in g . It i s  to o  h ig h . N in e te en  states h a v e  it a v eraged  under e ig h t per cen t. W c  had o n e  o f  our  
m ain  parts taken ou t b y  the d e leg a te  o n  m y  le f t  here and it threw  it b a ck  to  protect the leg isla tu re . T h e  lady  
w ill have to  stan d  r esp o n s ib le  to  the p e o p le  for  that and a n sw er  that q u estio n , w h y  th ey  to o k  it a w a y  from  
the p eo p le . N o w  w h en  y o u  g o  in to  a  b ill b e fo re  the leg is la tu re , and its v ita l corp orations h a v e  a  lo b b y  
w h ich  g o e s  in  and p ro tects  th o se  corp oration s, the p eo p le  d o  n ot h a v e  a lo b b y  and cannot g o  d o w n  and  
w ork  and d efen d  their b ills . I am  for h o ld in g  that at n o t o n e  po in t a b o v e  ten  per cen t. I f  y o u  d o , the la w  is  
p ra ctica lly  u n w ork ab le , and I am  o n  the s id e  o f  the p e o p le  and I am  g o in g  to s ta y  o n  the s id e  o f  the p eo p le ,  
and they are not g o in g  to take the la w s  a w a y  from  the p e o p le  to o  far. T h is  in itia tiv e  and referend um  is  
im portant. It is  a w h o le so m e  la w , and the p e o p le  sh o u ld  h a v e  it. A n d the am en d m en ts sh o v e d  in here have  
surprised  m e , and  1  a m  surprised  at the p e o p le  that w o u ld  d o  that, attack a la w  o f  the p e o p le  as v ic io u s ly  as  
they  h ave and m ade it  so  d ifficu lt to  w ork. I think the la w  sh o u ld  b e  w orkab le . W e  sh ou ld  take up the 
pattern after the n in eteen  sta tes w h o h a v e  adop ted  them . I b e lie v e  that m en  o f  g o o d  w ill tow ard the  
in itia tive  and referend um  b y  the p e o p le  w ill k eep  that at ten  per cen t b eca u se  th ey  h a v e  n o  ch a n ce , the  
p e o p le  have  no c h a n c e  to g o  d o w n  and lob b y . T h e y  h a v e  n o t the m o n ey  or the a b ility  to d o  it; w h ile  b ig  
corporations can  and others can  g o  d o w n  and lo b b y  and lake care o f  th e m se lv es . I hop e I n ever  h ave to talk  
on  this again .

B U A C K A L E W : I w a s g o in g  to su g g es t (th is  is  no  reflec tio n  o n  C o lo n e l M arston ) I w as g o in g  to su g g est  
that w e  g e t  a record , "B attle H y m n  o f  the R ep u b lic  and w e'll p la y  it at th is tim e. A cco rd in g  to D e leg a te  
M arston a n y b o d y  w h o  v o te s  for fifteen  per cen t are a g a in st the p eo p le . I am  g o in g  to  v o te  for fifteen  per 
cen t and I think I am  p rotectin g  the p e o p le . I think I a m  p rotectin g  the p e o p le  from  a c o s t ly  m a ch in e  that is  
g o in g  to b o g  d o w n  and perhaps m igh t e v en  d estro y  the S tate  o f  A lask a . S o m e tim e s  I th ink  so m e  o f  the 
d e leg a tes th ink  m a y b e  w c  o u g h t to  a b o lish  u e  leg isla tu re  and d o  every th in g  b y  in itia tive . T hat w ou ld  be  
o n e  w ay  to d o  it, an d  it m igh t w ork . I am  g o in g  to v o te  for f ifteen  per cen t.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. W hite .

W H IT E : I w a s g o in g  to  talk o n  m uch  the sa m e  v e in , so  I'll be brief. I w ish  to  po in t o u t that the d e leg a tes  
w h o supported m o st o f  th ese  m o tio n s, a m en d m en ts to the p rop osed  artic le , d o  s o  b eca u se  they  think they  
are protecting  the in terests o f  the p eo p le , and I w ou ld  lik e  further to sa y  that the m o tio n  m a d e  b y  the lady at 
D e leg a te  M arston 's le ft  w a s concurred  in b y  the m ajority o f  the C o n v en tio n . I am  o n e  o f  the m ajority and 
I'll support it a lon g  w ith  her.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. B o sw e ll.

B O SW E L L : It s e e m s  to  m e  o n e  feature w e  h a v e  not co n sid e r ed  in this p ercen ta g e  dea l is the num ber that it 
is the p ercentage o f . W e  are com p arin g  a num ber o f  sta tes that perhaps ha v e  severa l m illio n  vo ters. O ne per  
cen t o f  that v o te  w o u ld  b e  eq u iv a len t to fifteen  per cen t o f  our A lask an  v ote . It d o e s  not se e m  to  m e that the  
argum ent h o ld s ju s t b e c a u se  n in eteen  other states' average  is e ig h t per cen t that that is a v a lid  reason for 
settin g  our figure at that percen tage , b eca u se  w e  arc d ea lin g  w ith  an en tire ly  d ifferen t figure. F ifteen  per

believe that we should retain that figure.

36



cen t w h en  A la sk a  g e ts  severa l m illio n  p e o p le  w ou ld  certa in ly  not be a g o o d  figure, but until w e  reach that 
tim e and I w o u ld  th in k  w e  sh ou ld  hold  it at fifteen  per cen t, and w h en  w e  ha v e  another C onstitutional 
C o n v en tio n  i f  A la sk a  has three or  four m illio n  p eo p le , then w e  w o u ld  naturally low er  it, but until that tim e I 

think it sh ou ld  rem ain  so m e w h er e  b e tw een  ten  and fifteen  p er  cen t.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. V ic to r  R ivers.

V . R IV E R S : M r. P resident, a lo n g  that lin e  I m ight po in t o u t that the sta tes w h en  they adopted their  
in itiative  and referend um  in their co n stitu tio n s m any  o f  them , se v e n tee n  states had less  population than  
A laska has at th is tim e. W e  h a v e  se e n  n o  drastic  a b u se  w ith  the safegu ard s w e  h a v e  in this act. I a lso  w ant 
to po in t o u t that reg a rd less o f  the th in n ess o f  our p o p u la tion , n o w  requiring signatures from  tw o-th irds o f  
the d istr icts w o u ld  req u ire  that our p e o p le  at a  m in im u m  co v er  an area o f  ap p roxim ately  3 0 0 ,0 0 0  square  
m iles, w h ich  is  so m e w h a t about three tim es o f  the area o f  the average state , w h ich  is  in  the n e ighb orh ood  o f
8 0 ,0 0 0  square m ile s . W e  h a v e  p la ced  handicaps here in the m atter o f  g e ttin g  signatures so  great that w h en  
the fifteen  or e v e n  a  le s se r  figure, I fe e l w e  h a v e  rob b ed  the in itia tive  and referendum  o f  a good  deal o f  its 
u sefu ln ess. I th in k  ten  sh o u ld  b e  an a b so lu te  m a x im u m , and  I fe e l a lso  that it co u ld  w e ll go  b e lo w  that and  
not b e  abused  but a u se fu l instrum ent in  the hands o f  the v o tin g  p o p u lace.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. C oop er .

C O O PER : I d o  not co n cu r  that ten per cen t is  an ab so lu te  m ax im um . T h e  percentage o f  p eop le  in itiating an  
in itia tive  or referend um  o n  the fifteen  per cen t b a s is , based  on  the la st genera l e le c tio n , w ou ld  b e  2 . 1 2  per 
cen t o f  the total p o p u la tio n  in  A la sk a . T hat is  based  on  a figure o f  estim ated  pop u lation  o f  1 8 0 ,0 0 0 .1 have  
those figures fro m  M r. G eo rg e  R o g ers  w h o  has served  here as a consu ltan t. T h e  ten per cent w ou ld  m ean  
that sev en -ten th s o f  o n e  per c en t  o f  th e  p eo p le , the total pop u la tion  o f  A la sk a , co u ld  bring about leg isla tio n  
through an in itia tiv e  or  referendum , and I b e lie v e  that the sm a ll p ercen tage  o f  p eo p le  that cou ld  a ffec t the  
o ver-a ll p o p u la tion  sh o u ld  b e  at least 2 . 1 2  per cen t, the f ifteen  per cen t required.

U N ID E N T IF IE D  D E L E G A T E : Q u estion .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : I f  there is no further d isc u ss io n , the q u estion  is, "Shall fifteen  per cent b e  ch an ged  to 

read ten  per cent?"

T A Y L O R : I th ink y o u  put that w rong. T h e  v o te  p a ssed  and put it to  ten per cen t. N o w  Mr. M cN e a ly  is  

trying to ge t it ch a n g ed .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T hat brings us b a ck  to  the or ig in a l q u estion , M r. T aylor. T h e  question  is to the 
d eleg a tes, Sh all w e  c h a n g e  ’fifteen  per cent' to read ’ten  per cent'?" M r. Harris.

H A R R IS: M r. P resid en t, I req uest a  roll ca ll.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C h ie f  C lerk w ill ca ll the roll.

(T h e  C h ie f  C lerk  c a lle d  the roll w ith the fo llo w in g  result:

Y eas: 2 7  - C o g h ill, C o llin s , D a v is , D o o g a n , E m berg, H arris, H erm ann, H ilsch er , H in ck el, H urley, K ilcher, 
K in g, K night, L ee , M cL a u g h lin , M c N c e s , M arston , M etca lf, N ordale , P eratrovich , R iley , R. R ivers, V . 
R ivers, S m ith , S tew art, T a y lo r , V anderL eest.

N ays: 2 3  - A rm stron g , A w e s , Barr, B o sw e ll ,  B u ck a lew . C oop er, C ross, V . F isch er , G ray, Johnson , L a w s, 
L ondborg, M c N e a ly , N o la n . P o u lse n , R eader, R ob ertson , R o ssw o g , S w e e n e y , W alsh , W hite, W ien , Mr. 
P resident.

A bsent: 5  - H . F isch er , H ellen th a l, M cC u tch eo n , N erlan d , Sundborg.)

CHIEF CLERK: 27 yeas, 23 nays and 5 absent.
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P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : S o  the m otion  has carried  and the a m en d m en t is ordered  ad op ted . A re  there other  
am endm ents?

A L A S K A  C O N S T IT U T IO N A L  C O N V E N T IO N  
January 2 ,1 9 5 6  
F O R T Y -T H IR D  D A Y

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  C h ie f  C lerk  m ay read  the p ro p o sed  am endm ent. T h e  a m en d m en t w a s not voted  
upon, is  that right?

L O N D B O R G : It w a s n o t v o ted  upon, I had ask ed  that it b e  w ithdraw n.

C H IE F  C L E R K : T h is  w as to S e c tio n  4 , is  that right?

L O N D B O R G : I b e lie v e  so . It is in  th e  R alph  R iv ers  am en d m en t. I th ink  y o u  w il l  find  it  b etter  o n  page  2 , 
lin e  8  o f  the ch a n g ed  c o p y , a lth ou gh  I can't le g a lly  attach it  to that.

C H IE F  C L E R K : "A fter the w ord  'signatures’ in  the n ex t to the la st se n te n c e  o f  th e  R alph  R iv ers  
am endm ent, d e le te  the rest o f  the sen ten ce  and su bstitu te  th e  fo llo w in g : 'from  ea ch  o f  tw o-th ird s o f  the  
e lec tio n  d istr icts o f  th e  S ta te  w ith  signatu res eq u a llin g  n ot le s s  than 3%  o f  th e  num ber o f  vo ters castin g  
b allo ts for govern or  in  ea ch  su ch  d istr ict in  th e  p reced in g  general e le c t io n  at w h ic h  a g o v ern o r  w as  
elected'.''

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : W hat is  your p leasu re , M r. L on d b org?

L O N D B O R G : I m o v e  the adop tion  o f  the am endm ent.

JO H N SO N : I se c o n d  th e  m o tio n .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  q u estio n  is  open  fo r  d isc u ss io n  and  the C h ie f  C lerk  m ig h t read the proposed  
am endm ent o n c e  m ore.

C H IE F  C L E R K : Y o u  ca n  fin d  it o n  p a g e  5  o f  the journal o f  the 4 2 n d  day, next to  the last paragraph, it is 
the bottom  o f  the p a g e .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : Is there d isc u ss io n  o f  the p ro p o sed  am en d m en t?  M r. L ond borg .

L O N D B O R G : T h e  reason  fo r this proposed  a m endm ent is to m ake it a little  m ore  c lear  that there sh ou ld  be  
at lea st m ore than o n e  signatu re in each  o f  th ese  tw o-th irds o f  the d istr icts. A s  the proposa l n o w  reads, they  
are to  ob ta in  sign atu res in at lea st tw o-th irds o f  the e le c t io n  d istr icts o f  the sta te . N o w , as I take it, that 
w o u ld  m ean that a p erson  w an tin g  to  start an in itia tive , i f  h e  w o u ld  ge t ten  p er  c en t o f  the total v o tes cast in  
o n e  c ity , then h e  co u ld  sen d  out or  g o  out, e ither w ay, and ju s t  g e t  o n e  signatu re  in ea ch  o f  tw o-th irds  
rem ain ing d istr icts and that w o u ld  m ake the p etition  va lid . P rob ab ly  h e  w o u ld  g e t tw o  or three to p lay  safe, 
but h e  w ou ld  o n ly  h a v e  to ge t o n e . H e  w o u ld  g e t a signatu re  in  ea ch  o f  the tw o-th ird s d istr icts and  I b e liev e  
that w h en  w e  h a v e  su ch  an im portant thing as an in itia tiv e  and  i f  the leg is la tu re  has fa iled  to the great 
exten t that in itia tiv e  is  n ecessa ry , then  that in itia tiv e  sh o u ld  b e  a vital in terest o v er  all the sta te  and not just 
in o n e  area, and I b e lie v e  that that interest w ill b e  best sh o w n  i f  w e  h a v e  at least three per cen t o f  the voters 
in each  o f  th o se  tw o-th ird s d istr icts s ig n in g . N o w  three per cen t is  not very  h igh . I put that p u rp ose ly  lo w  
so  that it w o u ld  n ot m ake it hard to ge t the signatures in  any o n e  o f  th o se  areas, but at least it sh ou ld  be  
m ore than o n e  sign atu re  in tw o-th irds o f  the e le c tio n  d istr icts. T hat is  not g o in g  to  m ake the in itia tive , I 
don't b e lie v e , a n y  harder to w ork  but it w ill at least sh o w  and p rove  that that p rop osed  bill or that
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p ro p o sed  law  is g a in in g  in terest o v er  the w h o le  state , not ju s t  a lo ca l affair that the ten  per cen t w ou ld  
in d ica te  i f  they w ere  taken from  o n e  c ity  or  o n e  lo c a lity  and ju s t g o  out and g e t o n e  signature to  co m p ly  

w ith  our in itia tive .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. R alph  R iv ers .

R . R IV E R S : I a m  g o in g  to support th e  a m en d m en t b eca u se  I think it m a k es  g o o d  sen se .

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. H urley .

H U R L E Y : I am  g o in g  to  vo te  a g a in st the a m en d m en t b eca u se  I don't th in k  it m a k es g o o d  sen se . T h e  
rea so n in g  beh in d  it so u n d s p er fec tly  lo g ic a l but I c a ll  a tten tion  to  the fact that in  this proposal that w e  h ave  
so  far, w e  ha v e  at lea st three ty p es  o f  in itia tiv e  w h ic h  are n ot p o ss ib le . W e  h a v e  put safegu ard s o n  it  as far 
a s the p e o p le  are con cern ed  so  that the T erritorial leg is la tu re  w ill n o t b e  faced  w ith  a la w  they  d o  not want.
I think w e  a lso  sh o u ld  rem em ber that the in itia tiv e  p etitio n  is  just the b e g in n in g , that it  w ill still be referred  
to  the p e o p le  for  a v o te  throughout th e  T erritory o f  A la sk a , and I a m  su re b y  that tim e  there w ill b e  
su ff ic ie n t  d isc u ss io n  o f  it so  it  w ill b e  taken up, but I h a v e  the fe e l in g  w e  ha v e  g o n e  to too  large an  ex ten t in 
leg is la tin g  th is m atter o f  in itia tiv e  and referen d u m  in  the first p la ce . W e  are co n tin u a lly  g e ttin g  into  
num bers. W e  are g e ttin g  in to  th in g s that are su b ject to  critica l g la n c es  from  the p e o p le  that are trying to ge t  
the jo b  d o n e, and I th ink  g en era lly  that the le s s  restr ictions that w e  put o n  th is th in g  the better o f f  w e  are 
g o in g  to be, and I don't think the a m en d m en t w ill serv e  the pu rp ose  that the proposer  th inks it w ill.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. V ic to r  R ivers.

V . R IV E R S : M r. C hairm an, I b e lie v e  I agree  w ith  M r. H u rley ’s p o s it io n  o n  th is. E v en  though  the signatu res  
o r ig in ate  in o n e  area I w ant y o u  to  n ote  that in S e c t io n  5  it  sta tes, "N either the in itia tive  nor referendum  
m ay b e  u sed  a s a m ean s o f  m ak ing  o r  d efea tin g  appropriations o f  p u b lic  fun ds or  earm arking o f  revenu es  
nor for  loca l o r  sp ec ia l leg isla tion ."  W e ll, i f  there is  no sp ec ia l lo ca l in terest in  the leg is la tio n , ev en  though  
the signatures sh o u ld  c o m e  from  a lo ca l area, i f  it is an o v era ll general leg is la tio n , it w o u ld  b e  m y  
assu m p tion  that th ey  w o u ld  probab ly  try to  g e t as w id esp read  num ber o f  signatu res as p o ss ib le  to  g e t as 
w idespread  in terest as p o ss ib le . I s e e  n o  reason  to  im p o se  so m e  o th er  p ercen ta g e  figure n o w . I don't se e  w e  
gain  a th ing b y  it. I  th ink it is  an extra handicap  and  d o e s  n ot add  to  but detracts from  the in itia tive  and  
referendum  as w e  n o w  h a v e  it.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : M r. L ond borg .

L O N D B O R G : I w o u ld  lik e  to  c lo s e  th is short d eb ate . In a n sw er to the last o b jec tio n , I don't b e lie v e  S e c tio n  
5  is a sa feguard  at a ll. It ju st m ere ly  sa y s  that th ey  m ay  n ot be used  for m eans o f  earm arking rev en u es , e tc ., 
but there still m ay  b e  a law  that o n e  lo ca lity  m igh t particu larly  w an t, m a y b e  it isn't pertain ing to them , but it 
m ay pertain to  the w h o le  state , but the sta te  m ay not b e  particu larly  in terested  in it, and the in itia tive  m ay  
spring out o f  a p o p u lo u s area and they  co u ld  g e t th e  ten  per cen t in ju s t  an overn igh t cam p aign  and get the  
o n e  signature ou t around, and then in a n sw er to the form er o b jec tio n  w h ere  w e  sh ou ld  not m ake it hard or  
th ings o f  that nature, let us rem em ber that the in itia tiv e  is  not e n a c tin g  la w s b y  an apportionm ent 
representation . W e  are en actin g  la w s b y  popular v o te , and w c h a v e  se t  up a m ach inery  in  the leg isla ture to  
m ake our la w s and th ey  are sittin g  rep resenting  the various areas o f  th e  country , but w h en  it c o m e s  to a 
popular vote , then y o u  w ill find that it is  w here the p e o p le  are that is  g o in g  to count, and I think as a 
safeguard, and  again  I sa y  it is  n o t a h ig h  sa feguard  but v ery  lo w , i f  you  get three per cen t o f  the qu a lified  
voters in th ese  tw o-th irds d istr icts y o u  w ill h a v e  a g o o d  in d ica d o n  o f  w h eth er it is  o f  sta tew id e  interest.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  q u estion  is , "Shall the p ro p o sed  am en d m en t as o ffered  b y  M r. L ondborg be  
adopted b y  th e  C on ven don ?"

L O N D B O R G : M r. P resident, I request a roll ca ll.

PRESIDENT EGAN: The Chief Clerk will call the roll on the proposed amendment.



(T h e  C h ie f  C lerk  c a lle d  th e  ro ll w ith the fo llo w in g  result:

Y eas: 17 - Barr, B o sw e ll ,  C ross, H in ck el, Johnson , K ilch er , L aw s, L ond borg , M cN e a ly , M etc a lf , N erlan d , 
P o u lse n , R ead er, R . R iv e rs , S tew art, S w e e n e y , W alsh .

N ays: 31 -  Barr, C o g h ill ,  C o llin s , C oop er , D o o g a n , E m b erg , H . F isch er, V . F isch er , G ray, H arris, 
H ellen th a l, H erm ann , H ilsch er , H urley , K in g , K n igh t, L e e , M cC u tch eon , M cL a u g h lin , M c N e e s , M arston , 
N o rd a le , R ile y , V . R iv e rs , R o s sw o g , Sm ith , S u nd borg , V an d erL eest, W hite, W ien , M r. P resident.

A b sen t: 7  - A rm strong, B u c k a le w , D a v is , N o la n , P eratrovich , R obertson , T a y lor.)

C H IE F  C L E R K : 17 y ea s , 31  n a y s and 7  absent.

P R E S ID E N T  E G A N : T h e  "nays" have  it, and the p ro p o sed  am endm ent has fa iled  o f  ad op tion .
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C on stitu tion a l C o n v en tio n  
C o m m ittee  P rop osa l/3  
D ecem b er  9 ,1 9 5 5

R E P O R T  O F  T H E  C O M M IT T E E  O N  D IR E C T  L E G IS L A T IO N , A M E N D M E N T  A N D  R E V IS IO N  

H on . W illia m  A . E gan , P resid en t, A lask a  C on stitu tional C o n v en tio n  

D ear M r. P resident:

Y ou r C o m m ittee  o n  D irec t L e g is la tio n , A m en d m en t and R e v is io n  presents for your consid eration  and  
ad op tion  its prop osed  A rtic les o n  In itia tive, R eferendu m  and R eca ll; and A m en d m en t and R ev isio n . T h e  
C o m m ittee  p rop osa l, w h ile  incorp orating  m a n y  o f  the id ea s co n ta in ed  in  C on ven tion  P rop osa ls N o . 2 9  and  
3 4 , and in o th er  drafts su b m itted  to the C o m m ittee , is  a C o m m ittee  substitu te. A  sec tio n  b y  sec tio n  
rn m m p.nt.iry o f  the su b ject m atter has b een  prepared b y  yo u r  C o m m ittee  for the u se  o f  the D e leg a te s  to the  

C o n ven tion .

R e sp ec tfu lly  su bm itted ,

E . B . C o llin s , C hairm an

Jack H in ck e l, M . R . M arston , Irw in  L . M etca lf, W arren A . T a y lor, W . 0 . Sm ith , L eonard K in g ,

C O M M IT T E E  P R O P O S A L  N O . 3 
Introduced b y  C o m m ittee  o n  D irec t L eg is la tio n

IN IT IA T IV E , R E F E R E N D U M  A N D  R E C A L L  
A M E N D M E N T  A N D  R E V IS IO N

R E S O L V E D , that the fo llo w in g  b e  agreed upon as part o f  the A la sk a  S ta te  C onstitution:

A R T IC L E  O N  D IR E C T  L E G IS L A T IO N  
In itiative
S e c tio n  1. T h e  p e o p le  reserve  the p o w er  b y  petition  to propose la w s and to en act or reject su ch  la w s at the  

p o lls .

R eferendu m
S e c tio n  2 . T h e  p e o p le  reserve  th e  p o w er  to require, by petition , that la w s  enacted  b y  the leg isla tu re  be  
subm itted  to the vo ters for approval or  rejection .

P rocedure
S e c tio n  3. T h e  leg isla tu re  sh a ll prescribe the procedures to be fo llo w e d  in the e x erc ise  o f  the pow ers o f  
in itia tive  and  referendum , su b ject to  the sp ec if ic  authority reserved  herein . N o  law  shall b e  enacted  to  
ham per, restrict or  im pair the e x e r c ise  o f  p o w ers reserved  herein  b y  the p eop le .

P etitio n s, b a llo t title , e lec tio n , v o te  required
S e c tio n  4 . Prior to general c ircu la tion , an in itia tive  petition  shall be s ig n ed  b y  ten  qu a lified  vo te  e lecto rs as 
sp o n so rs and h ave the co n stitu tio n a lity  certified  by the attorney genera l. C ertification  shall b e  rev iew a b lc  
b y  the courts. A v a lid  in itia tiv e  or referendum  petition  shall b e  s ig n ed  b y  qu a lified  e lecto rs equal to e ig h t  
percent o f  the num ber o f  v o te s  ca st for G overnor in  the preced in g  genera] e lectio n  at w h ich  the G overnor  
w a s ch o sen . P etitio n s sh a ll b e  f ile d  w ith  the A ttorney G eneral, w h o sh a ll prepare a ba llo t title, and the  
ad eq u acy  o f  the b a llo t title  shall be rev iew a b lc  b y  the courts. In itia tive  petition s m ay be filed  at any tim e. 
R eferendu m  p etitio n s sh a ll be filed  w ith in  9 0  days after adjournm ent o f  the L eg is la tiv e  se ss io n  at w h ich  the 
m easure w a s passed . L a w s p rop osed  b y  the in itia tive  shall b e  su b m itted  to the voters b y  ballo t title at an 
e le c tio n  not later than 180  d a y s after the adjournm ent o f  the leg is la tiv e  se ss io n  fo llo w in g  the filin g  o f  the  
petition , u n less  th e  leg isla tu re  enacts the m easure initiated during the se ss io n . T h e  qu estion  on  referendum
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shall b e  su b m itted  to  the voters b y  b a llo t title  not later  than 1 2 0  d a y s after  the f ilin g  o f  a  p e tit io n  a g a in st the  
m easure. A  m ajority  o f  the v o te s  ca st is n ecessa ry  for  the adop tion  o f  an in itia ted  la w , or  th e  d efea t o f  a 
m easure referred. N o  law  p a ssed  b y  the in itia tiv e  m a y  b e  v e to ed  b y  the G overn or  nor a m en d ed  o r  rep ea led  

b y  the leg isla tu re  fo r  a per iod  o f  three years.

R estrictions
S ec tio n  5 . N e ith er  th e  in itia tiv e  nor referend um  m a y  b e  u sed  as a m ean s o f  m a k in g  o r  d e fe a tin g  
appropriations o f  p u b lic  fun ds or  earm arking o f  rev en u es nor for lo ca l or sp ec ia l leg is la t io n . E m erg en cy  

acts are n ot su b ject to  referendum .

R eca ll
S ec tio n  6 . E v e ry  e le c te d  pu b lic  o ff ic ia l in  the S tate , e x c e p t  ju d ic ia l o ff ice rs , is  su b jec t to  r eca ll by  the vo ters  
o f  the S ta te  or  su b d iv is io n  from  w h ich  e lec ted . G rou nd s fo r  reca ll are m a lfea sa n ce , m is fe a sa n c e , 
n on feasan ce, or c o n v ic t io n  o f  a cr im e  in v o lv in g  m oral turpitude. T h e  leg is la tu re  sh a ll p rescr ib e  the reca ll 

procedures.

M eth ods
S ec tio n  1. R e v is io n s  o f  or a m en d m en ts to th is co n stitu tio n  m ay  b e  adop ted  b y  tw o  s u c c e e d in g  leg isla tu res, 
or be p rop osed  b y  con stitu tio n a l c o n v e n tio n  or b y  the leg isla tu re .

P rop osa ls b y  L eg is la tu re
S ec tio n  2 . A n y  leg isla tu re  m ay  b y  a tw o-th irds v o te  o f  ea ch  h o u se  p rop ose  am en d m en ts to  th e  C on stitu tion . 
P rop osed  am en d m en ts m ay b e  su bm itted  b y  b a llo t title  prepared b y  the A ttorn ey  G en era l to  th e  voters at 
the next genera l e le c t io n . I f  a m ajority  o f  the v o tes ta llied  o n  the q u estio n  favor  the a d o p tio n  o f  the 
am endm ent, the am en d m en t is  adop ted . P ro p o sed  a m en d m en ts m a y  b e  su b m itted  to  th e  n e x t  leg is la tu re  n ot  
le s s  than tw o  years after b e in g  proposed . I f  the seco n d  leg isla tu re  b y  a tw o-th irds v o te  o f  e a c h  h o u se  fa v o rs  
the adop tion  o f  th e  am en d m en t, the a m endm ent is  adopted .

C onstitu tional C o n v en tio n
S e c tio n  3 . T h e  leg is la tu re  m ay  p ro v id e  fo r  C on stitu tiona l C o n v en tio n s. I f  any ten -y ea r  p er io d  e la p ses  
during w h ich  th e  leg is la tu re  has n o t ca lled  a  co n v en tio n , th e  G overnor sh a ll c er t ify  the q u es t io n , "Shall 
there be a C o n stitu tio n a l C on ven tion ?"  T h e  q u estio n  sh a ll b e  subm itted  at the first g en era l e le c t io n  
fo llo w in g  th e  ex p ira tio n  o f  su ch  period . I f  a  m ajority  o f  th e  b a llo ts ca st upon  the q u e s t io n  are in  the 
affirm ative, d e le g a te s  to  the co n v en tio n  sh all b e  c h o se n  at th e  next regu lar e le c tio n  u n le ss  the leg isla tu re  
p rovides for the e le c t io n  o f  d e leg a te s  at a  sp ec ia l e le c t io n . U n le ss  the leg isla tu re  p ro v id es  o th e r w ise , the 
la w  prov id in g  for  th e  A lask a  C on stitu tion a l C o n v en tio n  o f  1955  sh a ll b e  fo llo w e d  in so fa r  as p o ss ib le  
relating  to  num ber o f  m em b ers, d istr icts , co n v en tio n  p o w er s , e le c t io n  and cer tifica tio n  o f  d e le g a te s , 
su b m iss io n  an d  ra tifica tio n  o f  r ev is io n s  and ord in a n ces, and other a p p licab le  p ro v is io n s . T h e  appropriation  
p ro v isio n s o f  the la w  sh a ll b e  se lf-e x e c u tin g  and shall co n stitu te  a first c la im  o n  the gen era l fund  o f  the  
State T reasury. T h e  leg is la tu re  m a y  p ro v id e  add ition al appropriations.

C om m entary  o n  th e  A rtic le  o f  In itia tive , R eferen d u m  and R e ca ll

(S ec . 1 In itia tive)
T h e  in itia tive  is th e  p o w er  o f  the p e o p le  to in itiate la w s th e m se lv es  and p rov id e  for  a referend um  on su ch  
law s w ithout a c tio n  b y  the leg isla tu re . T h is  se c tio n  re ser v es  the authority o f  the p e o p le  to in itia te  law s by  
p etition  and v o te  o f  th e  p e o p le  d irectly .

(S ec . 2  R eferen d u m )
T h is sec tio n  p erm its the p e o p le  to require that law s b y  th e  leg isla tu re  b e  referred to a v o te  o f  the p e o p le  
before taking e ffe c t . T h is  p o w er  is  k n ow n  as the R eferen d u m .

(S ec . 3  P roced ure)
M any co n stitu tio n s , in  the sta tes w h ich  m ake p ro v isio n  for the u se  o f  the in itia tiv e  and referend um , con ta in  
a great d eg ree  o f  d e ta il rela ting  to  the e x er c ise  o f  th e  in itia tiv e  and referendum . T h is  se c tio n  perm its the  
leg isla tu re  to  p ro v id e  b y  la w  for so m e  d eta ils , but p ro v id es that the leg isla tu re  m ay  n ot restr ict the
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su bstan tive  rights guaranteed in  S e c tio n  4 ,  nor  to require procedures m ore d iff icu lt  than prov ided  in  S ec tio n  

4 .

(S e c . 4  P etition . B a llo t title; e lec tio n ; v o te  required)
T h is  sec tio n  se ts  forth certain  su b stan tive  p ro v isio n s and m in im u m  proced ures a ffec tin g  the ex erc ise  o f  the  
in itia tive  and referendum . T o  p reven t w a ste  o f  m on ey  o n  e le c tio n s  fo r  la w s that are un constitu tional, 
sp on sors are required to  su bm it a  p rop osed  la w  to the attorney general for  cer tifica tio n  o f  its 
con stitu tion a lity , su b ject to  court rev iew , prior to the c ircu la tion  o f  p etition s. T h e  p ro v isio n  is in tended  to 
stop , at the in itial stage , the c ircu la tion  o f  p etition s for la w s that w ou ld , ev en  i f  approved  b y  the voters, 
resu lt in  e x p e n siv e  court action . I f  th e  leg isla tu re  adopts a m easure that is  the su b ject o f  th e  in itia tive , the  
m easure d o e s  not h ave to be su bm itted  to  the p eo p le . A d d itio n a l deta ils  o f  procedure m ay b e  provided  b y  
the leg isla tu re  su b ject to  the lim its  im p o sed  b y  this sec tio n . T h e  procedure ou tlined  has th e  advan tage o f  
b revity  w h ile  ensu ring  the su bstan tive  rights to the p eo p le .

(S e c . 5  R estr ic tion s)
T h e  e x er c ise  o f  the in itia tive  is  a fundam ental right o f  the p eo p le , but sp ec ia l in terest grou p s sh ou ld  not b e  
perm itted  to  un du ly  ham per th e  op eration  o f  govern m en t. T h e
restrictions in  S ec tio n  5  w ill preven t the a b u ses and prob lem s that ha v e  so m e tim e s arisen  in  d ie  states 
perm itting in itia tiv e  and referendum . N e ith er  the in itia tive  nor referendum  can  b e  used  w ith  regard to 
e m erg en cy  leg is la tio n , appropriations, or m easures earm arking ta x es and other rev en u es , or for sp ec ia l or 
lo ca l la w s that are o f  in terest to  o n ly  o n e  group o f  p e o p le  or p eo p le  in  o n ly  o n e  portion o f  the state.

(S e c . 6  Re sa il)
T h e  right o f  the p eo p le  to  rem o v e  e le c te d  o ff ic ia ls  is p reserved . T h e  leg isla tu re  is  d irected  to prov id e  the 
m eth od s to b e  used .

C om m entary  o n  the A rtic le  on  A m en d m en t and R ev is io n  
(S e c . 1 M eth od s)
T h is  sec tio n  o u tlin es three m eth o d s b y  w h ich  the constitu tion  m ay b e  am ended  or rev ised . (1 )  B y  action  o f  
tw o  separate leg isla tu res d irectly ; b y  ac tio n  o f  o n e  leg isla tu re  and referral to the p eo p le ; and (3 ) by  
constitu tiona l con ven tion .

(S e c . 2  P rop osa ls b y  L eg isla tu re)
T h e  legislature, by a tw o-th irds v o te , m ay  su b m it a proposed  am endm ent to  a  v o te  at a general e lec tio n .
U s e  o f  general e le c t io n  is  in tended  to insure a substantial v o te  o n  the qu estion . A n  alternate m eth od  is  
provided  w hich perm its the leg isla tu re , b y  a tw o-th irds v o te , to  subm it a  p rop osed  am endm ent to the n ext 
leg isla tu re , but n ot to a su cceed in g  se ss io n  o f  the sam e leg isla ture . I f  the seco n d  leg isla tu re  adopts the 
am endm ent b y  a
tw o-th irds vo te  it b e c o m es part o f  the con stitu tion  w ithout referring it to a v o te  o f  the p eo p le .

(S e c . 3 C onstitu tional C o n v en tio n )
T h e  leg isla ture is  em p o w ered  to ca ll a co n v en tio n , but i f  the leg isla ture d o es not p rov id e  for a co n v en tio n  
each  ten years, the q u estion  is su bm itted  to  the p eo p le  at the fo llo w in g  general e le c tio n . T h e  leg isla ture is 
authorized to prescribe the proced ures and pow ers o f  a convention ; but i f  it d o e s  not m ake such p ro v isio n s , 
the law  ca llin g  this c o n v en tio n  w ill b e  fo llo w ed  insofar as practicable.
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97BILL: B illboards (P a s se d  11/3/98,160,922 to  61,401)

Election District Number of Signatures 
Gathered in District

Percent of 
1996 Votes

Minimum Number of Additional 
Signatures Needed to Reach 
7 Percent (as HB31 requires)

1 31 0.5
2 103 1.4
3 631 7.9
4 409 5.4 122
5 163 2.7 261
6 101 1.9
7 1095 14.9
8 540 8.4
9 346 5.9 60
10 1162 15.8
11 1030 17.3
12 1017 16.4
13 1570 21.9
14 553 10.8
15 1043 20.2
16 587 15.9
17 1011 16.7
18 1640 19.9
19 1069 17.4
20 1032 17
21 1002 17.5
22 1143 15.5
23 454 12.2
24 1072 16.7
25 995 14.9
26 940 14.2
27 1181 15.1
28 851 11.1
29 419 5.5 113
30 147 2.7 242
31 150 2.7 246
32 58 1.9
33 148 2.1
34 98 1.6
35 297 5.2 106
36 124 2.4
37 113 2.4
38 126 2.6
39 112 2.2
40 182 5.9 33

Minimum additional Signatures needed
to reach 7% in 3/4s of Districts (as required by HB31): 1183 in 8 districts

Total signatures required statewide (10%); 24,521
Total qualified: 24,746
Total unqualified: 7,233
Total potential signatures: 38,934

(Shaded numbers indicate Districts which met the 7% requirement of HB31)



97ENGL: English as O ffic ia l Language (Passed 11/3/98,153,107 to  70,085)

Election District Number of Signatures 
Gathered in District

Percent of 
1996 Votes

Minimum Number of Additional 
Signatures Needed to Reach 
7 Percent (as HB31 requires)

1 24 0.4
2 27 0.4
3 36 0.5
4 36 0.5
5 25 0.4
6 115 2.2
7 504 6.9 9
8 855 13.2
9 588 10.1
10 1090 14.9
11 1003 16.9
12 980 15.8
13 1013 14.2
14 645 12.6

_ 15 1077 20.9
16 1099 29.7
17 1223 20.3
18 1096 13.3
19 1163 18.9
20 1142 18.8
21 1027 17.9
22 995. 13.5
23 614 16.5
24 871 13.6
25 1006 15
26 1033 15.6
27 1053 13.5
28 998 12.9
29 407 5.4
30 393 7.1
31 425 7.5
32 284 5.8 57
33 465 6.5 38
34 312 5.1 114
35 271 4.7 132
36 136 2.6
37 124 2.6 206
38 87 1.8
39 152 3
40 125 4.1 90

Minimum additional Signatures needed
to reach 7% in 3/4s of Districts (as required by HB31): 646 in 7 districts

Total signatures required statewide (10%); 24,521
Total qualified: 24,525
Total unqualified: 7,517
Total potential signatures: 36,450

(Shaded numbers indicate Districts which met the 7% requirement of HB31)



97PSDM: M edical Marijuana (Passed 11/3/98,131,586 to  92,701)

Election District Number of Signatures 
Gathered in District

Percent of 
1996 Voies

Minimum Number of Additional 
Signatures Needed to Reach 
7 Percent (as HB31 requires)

1 34 0.5
2 50 0.7
3 798 10.1
4 823 10.9
5 100 1.7
6 520 9.97
7 314 4.3 199
8 385 5.9 67
9 254 4.4 152
10 957 13.1
11 1070 17.8
12 1046 16.8
13 1136 15.9
14 685 13.3
15 1147 22.3
16 1369 37
17 1327 f 21.9
18 1132 13.8
19 . 1238 20.2
20 1068 17.6
21 1130 19.7
22 972 13.2
23 608 • 16.3
24 932 14.5
25 974 14.6
26 <-J 895 13.5
27 940 12 .
28 1070 13.9
29 280 3.7 252
30 174 3.1
31 180 3.2
32 73 1.5
33 166 2.3
34 108 1.8
35 236 4.1 167
36 214 4.1 150
37 186 3.9 144
38 162 3.3
39 161 3.2
40 173 5.6 42

Minimum additional Signatures needed
to reach 7% In 3/4s of Districts (as required by HB31): 1173 in 8 districts

Total signatures required statewide (10%): 24,521
Total qualified: 25,090
Total unqualified: 7,285
Total potential signatures: 35,150

(Shaded numbers indicate Districts which met the 7% requirement of HB31)



97TERM: Term L im its  Pledge (Passed 11/3/98,109,613 to  108,731)

Election District Number of Signatures 
Gathered in District

Percent of 
1996 Votes

Minimum Number of Additional 
Signatures Needed to Reach 
7 Percent (as HB31 requires)

1 28 0.4
2 52 0.7
3 678 8.6
4 746 9.8
5 91 1.5
6 540 10.4
7 421 5.7 92
8 508 7.9
9 808 13.9
10 958 13.1
11 979 16.5
12 935 15
13 966 13.5
14 745 14.5
15 934 18.1
16 1154 31.2
17 1193 19.7
18 972 11.8
19 1105 17.9
20 954 15.7
21 1098 19.2
22 985 13.4
23 677 18.2
24 1053 16.4
25 1059 15.8
26 870 13.2
27 963 12.3
28 1006 13.1
29 302 3.9 230
30 193 3.5
31 205 3.6
32 151 3.1
33 198 2.8
34 153 2.5
35 227 3.9
36 202 3.9 176
37 180 3.8 162
38 146 2.9
39 217 4.3 139
40 145 4.7 70

Minimum additional Signatures needed
to reach 7% in 3/4s of Districts (as required by HB31): 869 in 6 districts

Total signatures required statewide (10%): 24,521
Total qualified: 24,798
Total unqualified: 5,976
Total potential signatures: 33,498

(Shaded numbers indicate Districts which met the 7% requirement of HB31)



97TRAP: Snares in T rapp ing W olves (Failed 11/3/98, 83,224 to  140,049)

Election District Number of Signatures Percent of Minimum Number of Additional
Gathered in District 1996 Votes Signatures Needed to Reach 

7 Percent (as HB31 requires)
1 48 0.7
2 475 6.5 36
3 1354 17.1
4 1266 16.7
5 224 3.7 200
6 144 2.8
7 439 6 74
8 419 6.5 33
9 243 4.2 163
10 1027 14
11 1C96 18.4
12 1027 16.5
13 1440 20.1
14 821 15.9
15 1432 27.7
16 1403 37.9
17 1253 20.7
18 1291 15.7
19 1227 20
20 1182 19.5
21 1140 19.9
22 1106 .15
23 641 17.2
24 977 15.2
25 863 12.9
26 765 11.6
27 692 8.8
28 919 11.9
29 481 6.3 51
30 253 4.6 136
31 251 4.4 145
32 121 2.5
33 214 3
34 180 3
35 205 3.6
36 124 2.4
37 140 3
38 113 2.3
39 113 2.2
40 111 3.6 104

Minimum additional Signatures needed
to reach 7% in 3/4s of Districts (as required by HB31): 942 in 9 districts

Total signatures required statewide (10%); 24,521
Total qualified: 27,224
Total unqualified; 11,196
Total potential signatures: 44,190

(Shaded numbers indicate Districts which met the 7% requirement of HB31)



99HEMP: Re-Legalize Hemp (Failed 11/7/00,114,321 to 165,315)

Election District Number of Signatures 
Gathered in District

Percent of 
1998 Votes

Minimum Number of Additional 
Signatures Needed to Reach 
7 Percent (as HB31 requires)

1 45 0.8
2 56 0.95
3 230 3.2
4 181 2.7
5 80 1.6
6 331 8.2
7 422 6.2 57
8 447 7.6
9 281 5.4
10 805 12.8
11 1069 20.2
12 900 15.5
13 1276 20.2
14 647 19.9
15 1352 31.5
16 1426 45
17 1187 22.3
18 1286 16.5
19 1202 21.6
20 1051 19.7
21 1140 23.7
22 1106 12
23 641 • 21 •'
24 977 13.7
25 863 14.7
26 765 15.7
27 692 18
28 919 17.7
29 481 3.8
30 253 4.6 119
31 251 5.1 91
32 121 4.1
33 214 5.2 115
34 180 4.4
35 205 4.3
36 124 6 46
37 140 7
38 113 4.9 95
39 113 4.4 121
40 111 7.6

Minimum additional Signatures needed
to reach 7% in 3/4s of Districts (as required by HB31): 644 in 7 districts

Total signatures required statewide (10%): 22,716
Total qualified: 25,200
Total unqualified: 12,474
Total potential signatures: 41,850

(Shaded numbers indicate Districts which met the 7% requirement of HB31)



99PTAR: Property Tax & Assessm ent Reform  (Failed 11/7/00, 80,276 to  193,760)

Election District Number of Signatures 
Gathered in District

Percent of 
1998 Votes

Minimum Number of Additional 
Signatures Needed to Reach 
7 Percent (as HB31 requires)

1 29 0.6
2 34 0.6
3 46 0.63
4 47 0.7
5 57 1.2
6 117 2.9
7 619 9.1
8 590 9.97
9 342 6.5 24
10 1304 18.8
11 1192 22.5
12 1102 19
13 960 15.2
14 691 21.2
15 861 20.1
16 971 30.7
17 1427 26.8
18 1449 18.5
19 1365 24.5
20 953 17.9
21 1074 21.6
22 1230 18.5
23 684 25.4
24 1162 20.5
25 1361 • 22.3
26 1376 21.5
27 2144 27.2
28 1587 20.4
29 310 4.5 43
30 290 6.1 26
31 303 6.5 66
32 188 5.2 43
33 405 6.3
34 231 5
35 297 5.9 55
36 206 4.3
37 192 4.7
38 261 5.9 48
39 237 5 93
40 162 6.3 17

Minimum additional Signatures needed
to reach 7% in 3/4s of Districts (as required by HB31): 415 in 9 districts

Total signatures required statewide (10%); 22,716
Total qualified: 27,859
Total unqualified: 9,585
Total potential signatures: 38,430

(Shaded numbers indicate Districts which met the 7% requirement of HB31)



01PRVT: A lternative Voting E lectoral System (Failed 8/27/02, 39,666 to 69,683)

Election District Number of Signatures Percent of Minimum Number of Additional
Gathered in District 2000 Votes Signatures Needed to Reach 

7 Percent (as HB31 requires)
1 34 0.5
2 44 0.6
3 148 1.9
4 135 1.8
5 64 1
6 85 1.4
7 821 9.8
8 827 10.99
9 938 14.4
10 1013 11.9
11 925; 14.2
12 845 -  11,9
13 796 10.7
14 605 : 12
15 787 14.96
16 1005 24.5
17 1125 15.8
18 1208 12.7
19 1088 15.1
20 853 13.4
21 995 16.5 >.
22 947 11.8
23 522 12.4
24 843 11.2
25 754 9.7
26 928 11.7
27 1148 11.5
28 1089 10.4
29 349 4.2 235
30 211 3.9 172
31 255 4.8 120
32 140 2.7
33 235 2.9 329
34 162 2.4
35 216 3.6 206
36 181 3.4 190
37 145 2.97 198
38 109 2.3
39 121 2.4
40 145 4.7 73

Minimum additional Signatures needed
to reach 7% In 3/4s of Districts (as required by HB31): 1523 in 8 districts

Total signatures required statewide (10%); 22,716
Total qualified: 22,841
Total unqualified: 7,865
Total potential signatures: 35,046

(Shaded numbers Indicate Districts which met the 7% requirement of HB31)



01GSLN: Gasline (Passed 11/5/02,138,353 to  84,682)

Election District Number of Signatures 
Gathered in District

Percent of 
2000 Voteu

Minimum Number of Additional 
Signatures Needed to Reach 
7 Percent (as HB31 requires)

1 286 4.4
2 124 1.7
3 395 5.1 149
4 318 4.3
5 136 2.2
6 188 3.2
7 580 6.96 4
8 509 6.8 i8
9 561 8.6
10 1122 13.2
11 1160 17.8
12 1074 15.1
13 1113 14.9
14 809- 16.1
15 1089 20.7
16 1350 32.9
17 . 1309 18.3
18 1250 13.2
19 j295 17.9
20 1103 17.3
21 1363 22.6
22 1440 17.9
23 798 18.9
24 1231 16.3
25 1188 15.3
26 902 11.4
27 '  929 9.3
28 874

rrCO

29 377 4.5
30 269 4.9
31 310 5.8 65
32 193 3.7
33 361 4.5
34 211 3.1
35 790 13*1 J
36 354 6.7 17
37 443 9.1
38 316 6.5 22
39 593 11.96
40 269 8.7

Minimum additional Signatures needed
to reach 7% in 3/4s of Districts (as required by HB31): 275 in 6 districts

Total signatures required statewide (10%): 28,783
Total qualified: 28,982
Total unqualified: 11,754
Total potential signatures: 50,472

(Shaded numbers indicate Districts which met the 7% requirement of HB31)



01CHGE: Leg is la tive  Move (Failed 11/5/02,153,127 to  74,650)

Election District Number of Signatures 
Gathered in District

Percent of 
2000 Votes

Minimum Number of Additional 
Signatures Needed to Reach 
7 Percent (as HB31 requires)

1 27 0.4
2 25 0.3
3 23 0.3
4 16 0.2
5 25 0.4
6 139 2.4
7 431 5.2 153
8 503 6.7 24
9 491 7.5
10 1293 15.3
11 1119 17.2 ,
12 1156 16.3
13 1121 15.1
14 698 13.8
15 985 18.7
16 1172 28.5
17 1318 18.5
18 1364 14.4
19 i333 18.5
20 1015 15.9
21 12(3 20.9
22 1352 16.8
23 510 19.2
24 1314 17.4
25 1448 18.6
26

00s1 —f 24.9 '
27 2555 23.7
28 2376 22.8
29 1-9 1.8
30 I33 2.4 250
31 130 2.4 245
32 83 1.6
33 149 1.9
34 100 1.5
35 265 4.4 157
36 148 2.8 223
37 168 3.4 175
38 134 2.8 204
39 168 3.4 179
40 151 4.9 67

Minimum additional Signatures needed
to reach 7% in 3/4s of Districts (as required by HB31): 1677 in 10 districts

Total signatures required statewide (10%): 28,783
Total qualified: 28,928
Total unqualified: 9,807
Total potential signatures: 47,412

(Shaded numbers indicate Districts which met the 7% requirement of HB31)



HB31/HJR5 S ignature Requirem ents as a percentage o f registered voters

Election District Number of Registered 
Voters, 11/05/02

Number of Signatures 
needed to comply with HB31

Signatures required by HB31 
as a percentage of registered voters

1 11,007 455 4.1
2 12,124 505 4.2
3 12,483 544 4.4
4 12,044 523 4.3
5 11,703 432 3.7
6 10,582 413 3.9
7 13,262 584 4.4
8 12,894 527 4.1
9 12,077 456 3.8
10 13,199 594 4.5
11 13,162 455 3.5
12 13,551 498 3.7
13 12,142 522 4.3
14 12,122 353 2.9
15 12,023 369 3.1
16 12,058 288 2.4
17 12,860 500 3.9
18 12,016 664 5.5
19 10,986 506 4.6
20 9,310 446 4.8
21 11,928 422 3.5
22 10,621 565 5.3
23 11,607 295 2.5
24 11,412 528 4.6
25 11,043 545 4.9
26 11,992 555 4.6
27 10,928 696 6.4
28 11,737 731 6.2
29 10,591 584 5.5
30 11,343 383 3.4
31 12,590 375 3
32 13,292 364 2.7
33 12,102 564 4.7
34 12,106 470 3.9
35 12,681 422 3.3
36 10,826 371 3.4
37 7,843 343 4.4
38 7,838 338 4.3
39 7,994 347 4.3
40 8,776 218 2.5
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E x e c u t i v e  S u m m a r y

O n  D e c e m b e r  7 , 2 0 0 1 ,  th e  N a t io n a l  C o n fe r e n c e  o f  S ta te  L egisla tu res a ssem b led  a task  

force  to  rev iew  th e  g r o w in g  use o f  in itia tives and  referen d u m s around  th e  c o u n try  a n d  to  

e x a m in e  their  e ffe c t  o n  rep resen ta tive  d em o cra cy  at th e  state  level.

T h e  In itia tiv e  a n d  R e fer e n d u m  T ask F orce fo u n d  that o p p o rtu n itie s  for abuse o f  th e  process  

o u tw e ig h  Its ad van tages a n d  d o es n o t  rec o m m en d  th at states a d o p t th e  in itia tiv e  p rocess i f  

th ey  currently  d o  n o t  h a v e  o n e .

T h e  task  force also  d e v e lo p ed  r ec o m m en d a tio n s  th a t w o u ld  en a b le  in itia tive  sta tes to  m ake  

their  processes m o r e  rep resentative. F or sta tes that are In ten t u p o n  a d o p tin g  a n  in itia tiv e  

p rocess, th e  task  force o ffers a se t o f  g u id e lin es  to  en h a n ce  th e  process and  to  avo id  m a n y  o f  

th e  p itfa lls  currently  e x p e r ien ce d  b y  th e  in itia tiv e  states. T h e  task force urges su ch  sta tes to  

c o n sid er  g iv in g  p referen ce  to  a process that encourages c itizen  partic ip ation  w ith o u t  en a c t­

in g  sp ec ific  c o n s t itu tio n a l or  sta tu tory  language— sp ecifica lly , the advisory in itia tiv e  or the  

g en era l p o lic y  In itia tiv e .

T h e  3 4  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  co n ta in e d  in  th is  rep o rt a ck n o w led g e  that th e  in itia tive  process  

has o u tg r o w n  th e  e x is tin g  la w s that g o v ern  it. A fter  lis ten in g  to  expert te stim o n y  from  a 

w id e  variety  o f  w itn e sses  a n d  c o m p ilin g  data ffo m  all 5 0  states, the task force c o n c lu d e d  

that th e  in itia tiv e  has e v o lv e d  from  its early days as a grassroots to o l to  en h a n ce  rep resenta­

tiv e  d em o cra cy  in to  a to o l  th a t to o  o fte n  is e x p lo ite d  by sp ec ia l interests, T h e  in it ia tiv e  

lack s c r it ic a l e le m e n ts  o f  th e  leg is la tiv e  p ro cess a n a  can  ha v e  b o th  in te n d e d  a n d  u n in ­

te n d e d  e ffec ts  o n  th e  a b ility  o f  the rep resen ta tive  d em o cra tic  process to  c o m p reh en siv e ly  

d e v e lo p  p o lic ie s  a n d  p r io r it ie s .

As a resu lt, th e  task  force  su g g ests  that in itia tiv e  sta tes reform  drafting, cer tifica tio n , s ig n a ­

tu re-gath erin g  an d  fin a n c ia l d isc losu re  statu tes; adhere to  s in g le  su b ject rules; and  Im prove  

practices regard ing  vo ter  e d u c a tio n . It also  rec o m m en d s that in itia tives b e  a llo w ed  o n ly  o n  

g en era l e le c t io n  b a llo ts .

It Is the task force's intent that the discussion and adoption of the reforms in this report 
lead to a more thoughtful lawmaking process, improve interaction between initiative pro­
ponents and legislatures, and ultimately produce better public policy and reinforce repre­
sentative democracy.
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T ask F orce R ecom m endations

The following 34 recommendations were adopted unanimously at the final meeting of the 
NCSL Initiative and Referendum Task Force in Denver, Colorado, on April 26-27, 2002.

The task force does not recommend that states that currently do not have an initiative 
process adopt one. The task force believes that representative democracy is more desirable 
than the initiative. The disadvantages of the initiative as a tool for policymaking are many, 
and the opportunities for abuse of the process outweigh its advantages. However, if a state 
is intent upon adopting an initiative process, the first four recommendations lay out the 
task force's view of an effectively structured process.

The remaining recommendations deal with specific elements of the initiative process and are 
intended as guidelines to Improve existing procedures. The task force believes that the adop­
tion of these recommendations will improve the Initiative process to the benefit of both state 
government and voters and will result in improved public policy making via the initiative.

General Recommendations Regarding the Initiative Process

Recommendation 1.1: States that are considering adopting an initiative process should 
give preference to one that encourages citi-ren participation without enacting specific con­
stitutional or statutory language. Specifically, states should consider.'

A. First, adopting the advisory initiative; or
B. In the alternative, adopting the general policy initiative.

Recommendation 1.2: If states wish to adopt an initiative process and neither the advisory 
initiative nor the general policy initiative are adopted, they should adopt an indirect initia­
tive process.

Recommendation 1,3: If states adopt a direct initiative process, they should adopt only a 
statutory initiative process, not a constitutional amendment initiative process.

Recommendation 1.4: If states adopt a constitutional amendment initiative process, they 
also should adopt a statutory initiative process.

Involving the Legislature in the Initiative Process

Recommendation 2.1: States that currently have a direct Initiative process should consider 
adopting an Indirect process as well, and provide incentives to encourage its use.
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Recommendation 2.2: After a specified percentage of signatures has been gathered for an 
initiative petition, the legislature should provide for public hearings on the Initiative pro­
posal.

Recommendation 2.3: When appropriate, the legislature should place an alternative legis­
lative referral on the ballot with an initiative that appears on the ballot.

The Subject Matter of Initiatives

Recommendation 3.1: States should encourage the sponsors of initiatives to propose them 
as statutory initiatives when possible, rather than as constitutional amendments.

Recommendation 3.2: States should adopt the single subject rule to enhance clarity and 
transparency in the initiative process.

Recommendation 3.3: If an initiative measure is rejected by voters, states should prohibit 
an identical or substantially similar initiative measure from appearing on the ballot for a 
specified period of time,

The Drafting and Certification Phase

Recommendation 4.1: States should require a review of propoted initiative lang’.jge by 
either the legislature or a state agency. The review should Include non-binding suggestions 
for improving the initiatives technical format and content, and should be considered pub­
lic information.

Recommendation 4.2: States should require the drafting and certification of a ballot title 
and summary for each initiative proposal. Ballot titles must Identify the principal effect of 
the proposed Initiative and must be unbiased, clear, accurate, and written so that a “yes' 
vote changes current law.

Recommendation 4.3: States should require the drafting of a fiscal impact statement for 
each initiative proposal. The statement should appear on the petition, in tne voter infor­
mation pamphlet, and on the ballot.

Recommendation 4.4: States should establish a review process and an opportunity for 
public challenge of technical matters, including adherence to single subject rules, and 
ballot title, summary and fiscal note sufficiency, to be made prior to the signature-gather­
ing phase.

The Signature Gathering Phase

Recommendation 5.1: States should require that initiative proponents file a statement of 
organization as a ballot measure committee pi lor to collecting signatures. States should 
void any signature that is gathered before a statement of organization Is filed.

Recommendation 5,2: States should provide for safeguards agalnsc fraud during the signa­
ture gathering process. Safeguards should include:



Tuk Force Recommendations XI

A. Prohibiting the giving or accepting of money or anything else of value to sign or 
not sign a petition.

B. Requiring a signed oath by circulators, stating that the circulator witnessed each 
signature on the petition and that to the best of the circulators knowledge, the 
signatures are valid.

C. Requiring circulators to disclose whether they are paid or volunteer.

Recommendation 5.3: States should provide for an adequate but limited time period for 
gathering signatures. The deadline for submission should allow a reasonable time for veri­
fication of signatures before the ballot must be certified.

Recommendation 5.4: States should establish a limit on the length of time that verified 
signatures are valid.

Recommendation 5.5: States should require a higher number of signatures for constitu­
tional amendments than Is required for statutory initiatives.

Recommendation 5.6: To achieve geographical representation, states should require that 
signatures be gathered from more than one area of the state.

Recommendation 5.7: Each state should establish a uniform process for verifying that the 
required number of valid signatures has been gathered.

Voter Education

Recommendation 6.1: States should provide to the public a manual describing the initia­
tive and referendum process.

Recommendation 6.2: States should encourage public education and discussion about 
measures on the ballot.

Recommendation 6.3: States should produc. and distribute a voter information pamphlet 
containing information about each measure certified for the ballot.

Recommendadon 6.4: In addldon to a printed voter lnformadon pamphlet, states should 
consider alternative methods of providing Information on ballot measures, such as the 
Internet, video and audio tapes, toll-free phone numbers, and publication in newspapers.

Financial Disclosure

Recommendation 7.1: States should require financial disclosure by any individual or orga­
nization that spends or collects money over a threshold amount for or against a ballot 
measure.

Recommendation 7.2: After a title has been certified for an initiabve measure, states should 
require that proponents and opponents of the initiative measure file a statement of organi- 
zadon as a ballot measure committee prior to v eptlng contributions or making expendi­
tures.
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Recommendation 7.3: States should make the disclosure requirements for initiative cam­
paigns consistent with the disclosure requirements for candidate campaigns.

Recommendation 7.4: States should prohibit the use of public funds or resources to sup­
port or oppose an initiative measure. This should not preclude elected public officials from 
making statements advocating their position on an initiative measure.

Voting on Initiatives

Recommendation 8.1: States should allow initiatives only on general election ballots.

Recommendation 8.2: States should adopt a requirement that creates a higher vote thresh­
'd for passage of a constitutional amendment initiative than for passage of a statutory 

initiative.

Recommendation 8.3: States should require that any initiative measure that imposes a 
special vote requirement for the passage of future measures must itself be adopted by the 
same special vote requirement.

Recommendation 8.4: States should ensure that statutory initiative measures require the 
same vote threshold for passage that is required of the legislature to enact the same type of 
statute.

Recommendation 8.5: States should adopt a procedure for determining which initiative 
measure prevails when two or more initiative measures approved by voters are In conflict.
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I n t r o d u c t i o n

Initiative and referendum operated quietly in the background of state politics for much of 
the 20th century, but during the last decade, it has come back Into vogue. More initiatives 
are circulated, more make it to the ballot, and more money is spent in the process than ever 
before. Consider the numbers: 183 statewide votes on initiatives in the 1970s, 253 in the 
1980s, and 383 in the 1990s, more than double the total from the 1970s. California 
alone accounts for 130 of the total 819 measures during that 30-year period; Oregon can 
claim 107. Between them, these two states account for nearly 30 percent of all initiatives 
from 1970 to 1999. It is no wonder that people in California and Oregon are beginning to 
voice concerns about the initiative process.

Initiative advocates say the resurgence of the initiative Ls good for states—it means citizens 
are using it as a tool to implement new laws and reforms that the legislature is unable or 
unwilling to enact. Besides accomplishing policy change, supporters also say that initia­
tives increase citizen involvement with government—people axe not only more aware of 
state policy Issues, but they arc also more likely to vote. For these reasons, movements have 
begun to establish an initiative process in some of the states that currently do not have such 
a process.

However, in some states where the initiative is heavily used, there is growing public frustra­
tion with initiatives, and some people are beginning to speak out against the process. 
Legislatures are struggling to find ways to prevent fraud in the signature-gathering process; 
disclose information about who pays for initiative campaigns; and add flexibility to the 
process to accommodate more debate, deliberation and compromise than presently exists. 
Equally concerning to many is the disadvantage that, unlike our legislatures' process of 
representative government, decisions made through the initiative process do not provide an 
opportunity to accommodate minority interests. Most importantly, initiatives ask voters 
to make simple yes-no decisions about complex issues without subjecting the issue to 
detailed expert analysis and without asking voters to balance competing needs with limited 
resources. In short, the initiative affects the ability of representative democracy to develop 
policies and priorities in a comprehensive and balanced manner.

The problems with the initiative process are not easy to solve for a number of reasons. The 
courts have made it difficult to regulate both petition circulators and Initiative campaign 
finance, and almost any reform can be a difficult political issue because proponents of the 
initiative generally are hostile to legislative attempts to change the process.
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The initiative is a vital and popular port of democracy in half the states (refer to appendix 
A for a list of initiative states), but it is clear that the Initiative has outgrown the existing 
state laws governing it. NCSLs Initiative and Referendum Task Force set out to first gather 
the facts and data necessary to paint an accurate picture of how the initiative process works 
in each state. It identified and focused on problems in the process, then considered ways 
that the process might be made more open and flexible. The task force feels strongly that 
the changes it recommends in the initiative process would equally benefit both voters and 
the legislative process, and that, in the end, a reformed initiative process might produce 
better public policy.

The task force met three times during a five-month period. Meetings were held on:

• December 7-8, 2001, in Washington, D.C.;
• February 8-9, 2002, in Wasiiington, D.C.-, and
• April 26-27, 2002, in Denver, Colorado.

The task force took great care to ensure that it heard testimony from experts and activists 
on a wide array of issues and from as many points of view as possible. Presenters included 
both supporters and critics of the initiative process, citizens who use the initiative process, 
and election administrators. The experts who testified before the task force were:

David Broder, Washington Post, Washington, D.C.;
Lois Court, Save our Constitution, Colorado;
Neal Erickson, Office of the Secretary of State, Nebraska;
Wayne Pacelle, Humane Society of the United States, Washington, D.C.;
John Perez, Speakers Commission on the California Initiative Process, California; 
Honorable Joe Pickens, State Representative, Florida;
Larry Sokol, Speakers Commission on the California Initiative Process, California;
M. Dane Waters, Initiative and Referendum Institute, Washington, D.C.; and 
Joseph F. Zimmerman. State University of New York-Albany, New York.

In addition to the experts who testified before the task force, the task force members them­
selves are experts on the initiative process. The perspectives and suggestions that each 
member brought to the table contributed to the extensive body of knowledge the task force 
developed about how the initiative works around the country. Finally, the task force also 
relied on a wide array of written materials on the initiative process. These include reports 
from earlier initiative reform commissions and task forces, and the many books and aca­
demic papers that are listed in appendix B and in the reference section of this report.

The task force adopted 30 recommendations for legislatures in the initiative states that are 
seeking guidance on how their Initiative process might be improved. Four additional rec­
ommendations are meant for states that may be thinking about adopting an initiative 
process. Although the task force does not recommend that non-initiative states adopt such 
a procedure, these four recommendations are offered for those states that have, nonetheless, 
made the decision to go forward.

A ll th e  r e c o m m en d a tio n s  w ere based o n  a se t o f  ob serv a tio n s and  c o n c lu s io n s  a b o u t rep re­

se n ta t iv e  a n d  d irec t d em o cra cy  th a t w e re  a d o p te d  b y  th e  task  force at its  first m e e t in g .  

T h e s e  p r in c ip le s  r e f lec t  th e  task  force m e m b er s' b e l ie f  th a t  it  is Im p o r ta n t to  c a r e fu lly  

b a la n c e  th e  p u re  d e m o c r a t ic  Im p u lse  o f  th e  In itia tiv e  w ith  th e  d e lib e r a tiv e , C o n sen su s-
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Introduction

building practices of representative democracy. It also is the belief of task force members 
that the adoption of this set of recommended reforms by initiative states will lead to a more 
thoughtful lawmaking process, improved interaction between initiative proponents and 
legislatures, and ultimately, better public policy.
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O bservations and C onclusions A bo u t  
R epresentative and  D irect D em ocracy

Adopted by the NCSL I&R Task Force on April 27, 2002

We offer in the following observations regarding representative and direct democracy.

1. Representative democracy is the foundation of Americas system of government.

2. Representative democracy has provided a stable and flexible system of government that 
has served America well for more than 200 years.

3. Direct democracy, as envisioned in the initiative and referendum system, was first 
instituted as a check on representative democracy. It was meant to enhance representative 
government, not to supercede or abolish It.

4. As intended by its founders, the initiative and referendum process was meant to give 
citizens a tool to break what they perceived as the hold of special interests over some 
state legislatures.

5. In most of the 24 states where it exists, the initiative is a popular part of the lawmaking 
process.

6 . The initiative brings to the fore issues that may not receive legislative attention or final 
action and engages citizens in a debate of important public policy issues.

Based on these observations, we draw the following conclusions about direct democracy.

1. The Initiative has evolved from its early days as a grassroots tool to enhance representative 
government. Today, it Is often a tool of special interests.

2. The initiative process, as it exists today, lacks some of the critical elements of the 
representative system of government, including debate, deliberation, flexibility, 
compromise and transparency.
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3. The initiative process does not involve all the checks and balances that representative 
government does.

4. The initiative can affect the ability of representative democracy to develop policies and 
priorities in a comprehensive and balanced manner.

5. As the initiative process and the way it is used have evolved over time, a review of the 
laws governing it is merited.

NaUonal Conference of State Legislatures



1. G eneral R ecom m endations 
R egarding th e  Initiative P rocess

Recommendations
The task force does not recommend that states that currently do not 
have an initiative process should adopt one. However, If a state Is 
Intent upon adopting an initiative process, the following four 
recommendations lay out the task forces view of how an effective 
process might be structured.

Recommenoation 1.1: States that are considering adopting an 
initiative process should give preference to one that encourages citizen 
participation without enacting specific constitutional or statutory 
language. Specifically, states should consider:

A. First, adopting the advisory initiative; or
B. In the alternative, adopting the general policy Initiative.

Recommendation 1.2: If states wish to adopt an initiative process 
and neither the advisory initiative nor the general policy Initiative are 
adopted, they should adopt an indirect Initiative process.

Recommendation 1.3: If states adopt a direct Initiative process, they 
should adopt only a statutory Initiative process, not a constitutional 
amendment Initiative process.

Recommendation 1.4: If states adopt a constitutional amendment 
initiative process, they also should adopt a statutory initiative process.

Overview

The task force does not recommend that non-initiative 
states adopt an initiative process. However, should a state 
choose to do so, the recommendations in this chapter out­
line what the task force considers to be an ideally struc­
tured initiative process.

The Advisory In itia tive

An advisory initiative process provides citizens with a for­
mal means of presenting to the legislature the views of the 
majority on a particular issue, but stops short of the actual 
enactment of laws. It per tits public input in the deci­
sion-making process, and allows the legislature to weigh 
public opinion in determining the appropriate implemen­
tation. In short, the advisory initiative uses a more delib­
erative lawmaking process than the direct Initiative. An­
other advantage of the advisory Initiative over the binding 
direct initiative is tnat, with the direct initiative, a slim 
majoilty might enact a binding policy measure, but a close 
vote on an advisory initiative simply indicates a lack of 
consensus.

Recommendation 1.1(A): States that are considering 
adopting an initiative process should give preference to one that encourages citizen 
participation without enacting specific constitutional or statutory language. Spe­
cifically, states should first consider adopting the advisory initiative.

Several states use the advisory referendum, whereby the legislature or even the governor 
may place a question on the ballot, asking voters their opinion on an issue. In 2000, for 
example, the governor of Rhode Island placed an advisory question on the statewide ballot, 
asking voters if they favored co-equal branches of government. It is much rarer for states to 
permit citizens to initiate an advisory question.
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The General Policy In itia tive

A general policy initiative is similar to the advisory initiative discussed above, except that it 
is binding upon the legirlature. If the voters pass a citizen initiative of a general sort—for 
instance, expressing their desire that the state use tobacco settlement revenues for improv­
ing health care—it is up to the legislature to enact the specific laws required to implement 
that general policy. Like the advisory initiative, the general policy initiative permits direct 
public input to the policymaking process but uses a more deliberative approach to crafting 
detailed policy. The gener;J policy initiative offers citizens the opportunity to put their 
policy ideas before the voten. but offers legislatures more flexibility in Implementing voter- 
mandated policy than does the initiative process currently offered in 24 states.

Recommendation 1.1(B): States that are considering adopting an initiative pro­
cess should give preference to one that encourages citizen participation without 
enacting specific constitutional or statutory language. Specifically, as an alterna­
tive to the advisory initiative, states should consider adopting the general policy 
initiative.

The Indirect In itia tive

The indirect initiative is frequently offered as an improvement over the direct initiative be­
cause it allows tor legislative analysis, committee hearings and floor debate. Legislative delib­
eration and debate on the issue itself and its effect on other existing policies may result in an 
improved initiative proposal because unintended consequences and errors may come to light.

Pitfalls exist in the indirect initiative process, however, which prevent it from being a pana­
cea to the problems of the initiative. The main argument against the indirect initiative is 
that, where the process is currently offered, legislatures rarely take up the initiative pro­
posal and, when they do, they almost always reject initiative proposals. Rarely do they 
engage in negotiation with initiative proponents and seek to craft a compromise. Most 
often, indirect initiatives are rejected by the legislature and end up on the ballot for a 
popular vote; the indirect process has done little but protract the initiative process.

In spite of its pitfalls, the indirect initiative process is more desirable chan the direct initia­
tive process because it allows for more public debate and deliberation, and it involves the 
legislature, with its professional research and bill drafting staff, in the process.

Recommendation 1.2: If states wish to adopt an initiative process and neither tire 
advisory initiative nor the general policy initiative are adopted, they should adopt 
an indirect initiative process.

Eight states currently offer an Indirect initiative process. In the indirect Initiative process, 
a proposed initiative is referred to the legislature after proponents have gathered tne re­
quired number of signatures. The legislature has the option to enact, defeat or amend the 
measure. Depending on the legislatures action, the proponents may continue to pursue 
placement on the ballot for a popular vote. In three states (Massachusetts, Ohio and 
Utah), proponents must gather additional signatures to place the measure on the ballot; In 
the others, it automatically goes to the ballot.

National Conference of State Legislature}



8 Initiative and Referendum In the 21st Century

Table 1. States with an Indirect Initiative Process
Constitutional Amendments Statutory Initiatives

Maine ✓
Massachusetts ✓ ✓
Michigan ✓
1 -sdsslppt ✓
Nevada ✓
Ohio ✓
Utah" ✓
Washington" ✓

*Suu Uer Sa* a rilraci inUJaova procrm; proponent! may th* diraci or indno rout*.Nota that rha abb d ora not rrfin mi kl forrm of lha Irvhf Lh«r proof rmhki* in fti cit«; oriy the indtncl |rrrr i  ir« ftyrejumd. Soircr. Nat taoajConffrrtic* of State Lrffdahim, January 2002.

In several states (Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Nevada and Washington), it is specifi­
cally provided for in law that the legislature may place an alternate proposition on the 
ballot with *he initiative. Voters may vote for one or the other or for neither.

Alaska's and Wyoming’s initiative processes are sometimes cited as indirect. However, in­
stead of requiring that an initiative be submitted to the legislature for action, they require 
only that an Initiative cannot be placed on the ballot until after a legislative session has 
convened and adjourned, thus providing the legislature with the opportunity to address 
the issue if it so chooses.

Two states—Utah and Washington—offer both the direct and indirect initiative process; 
proponents have the option of choosing either. In 1 cah, the initial signature requirement 
is lower for the indirect process. This serves as an incentive to proponents to choose the 
indirect route and thus incorporate the legislature into the process. Qualifying an initia­
tive directly to the ballot requires signatures equal to 10 percent of the votes cast fcr gover­
nor in the last election; presenting an indirec' initiative to the Legislature requires signa­
tures equal to 5 percent of the votes cast for go . mor in the last election. However, if the 
indirect initiative is rejected by die Legislature, proponents must gather additional signa­
tures equal to 10 percent of the votes cast for governor, creating a total signature threshold 
for indirect initiatives that is higher than that for dime* initiatives. As a consequence, use 
of Utah’s indirect initiative L> significantly lower than use of the direct method.

California had an indirect initiative process until 1966. It was available i.i addition to the 
direct process, and proponents were permitted to choose the process they would use. The 
indirect option was rarely used, and voters approved its abolition in 1966.

Nevada currently has an indirect process for statutory initiatives. At one time, it also hid 
the indirect process for initiative constitutional amendments, but it abolished this option 
in 1962. Voters approved a constitutional amendment referred by the Legislature that 
abolished the indirect process for constitutional amendments and at the same time im­
posed the requirement that any constitutional amendment be approved by a majority vote 
in two successive elections.

Adopting an indirect Initiative process has been suggested as a significant reform by die 
following individuals and groups.
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Professor Joseph Zimmerman, SUNY-Albany (in testimony before the task force in Febru­
ary 2002),

Speakers Commission on the California Initiative Process (2002),
David Broder, Washington Post (in testimony before the task force on Dec. 7, 2001),
Dane Waters, I&R Institute (in testimony before the task force on Dec. 8, 2001), 
California League of Women Voters (1999),
City Club of Portland, Oregon (1996),
Citizens' Commission on Ballot Initiatives (California, 1994),
.Florida’s Citizen Initiative Process Report (1994), and 
California Commission on Campaign Financing (1992).

Case Studies: The Indirect Initiative

Switzeiland
Switzerland's initiative process; which has long been cited as a model of a successful 
initiative process, and heavily influenced the early development of the initiative in the 
United States, is an indirect process. When an initiative is submitted to the legislature 
in a Swiss canton, the legislature has four years to deliberate and act on the measure 
before it is referred to the ballot. When it does go to the ballot, the legislature often 
submits a statement of its position on the measure and has the option of placing a 
competing measure on the ballot. Most important, however, is the fact that many 
initiatives are withdrawn from the legislature before they reach the ballot According to 
Richard Ellis in Democratic Delusions: The Initiative Process in America, the most com­
mon reason for this is that the legislature has promised or taken action that satisfies the 
proponents. Ellis writes that:

“The initiative in Switzerland is th os an integral part of the legislative process and 
is often used as a spur to get a majority in the legislature to heed the concerns of 
minority groups that have previously been thwarted in the assembly. Unlike in the 
United States, where the initiative process is a badly confrontational, zero-sum 
game, in Switzerland it is often employed to arrive at a consensus by facilitating 
legislative deliberation and compromise.’1

Massachusett:
The indirect initiative process used for constitutional amendments in Massachusetts is 
unique because a citizen-initiated constitutional amendment cannot gain ballot access 
without first passing the legislature. An initiated constitutional amendment must be 
approved in two consecutive legislative sessions before it can go on the ballot. In the 
first session, it may be amended by the legislature with a three-fourths vote, and must 
be approved by one-fourth of the legislature in a joint session in order to advance to the 
second legislative session. In the second session, the proposal must again be approved 
by one-fourth of the legislature in a joint sessica in order to advance to the baliot. The 
legislature may not amend the proposal at this point in the process, but it may place a 
substitute measure on the ballot together with the initiative proposal. Few initiated 
constitutional amendments survive this process and ultimately land on the ballot (three 
in the h'story of the state), but many initiatives that fail to pass the legislature and 
advance to the ballot succeed in prodding the legislature to take action on the issue.

The process for statutory initiatives in Massachusetts, although still Indirect, is less 
rigorous than the process for constitutional initiatives. A statutory initiative must be
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heard by the committee to which it is referred, and the committee must issue a report. 
If the legislature fails to enact the proposal, proponents may gather a small number of 
additional signatures to place it on the ballot. The legislature may place its own substi­
tute proposal on the ballot together with the initiative proposal.

The advantages of the Massachusetts indirect initiative are that 1) the legislature is 
.ncorporated into the process, resulting in public consideration and debate, and 2) it 
gives die legislature the opportunity and an adequate period of time to respond to a 
pi oposal presented in an initiative. By making the constitutional process more difficult 
to use, it also directs more proposals toward the statutory initiative Instead of the con- 
stiti tional initiative. Its disadvantage is that it allows the legislature to block an initia­
tive constitutional amendment from reaching the ballot, something that initiative ad­
vocates find too restrictive.

1. Rlchai i Ellis, Democratic Deiusiom: The Initiative Pnxes in Ameiica (Lawrence, Kan.: University. Pres* of 
Kansas, 2012.140-1.

In itia ted  Statutes vs. Constitutional Amendments

Constitutions \re the foundations of state laws and governments. They are sacrosanct and 
should not be amended hastily or at the whim of a narrow segment of society. In offering 
an initiative constitutional amendment process, a state runs the risk of accumulating mate­
rial in its constiti tion that Is statutory in nature, since initiative proponents are left with 
no other tool to initiate policy.

Recommendation 1.3: If states adopt a direct initiative process, they should adopt 
only a statutory initiative process, not a constitutional amendment initiative pro­
cess.

Offering a statutory initiative process in addition to a constitutional amendment initiative 
process also can help avoid 'his problem. Some initiative proponents will choose the statu­
tory process if it is available n them, especially if incentives are offered to encourage the use 
of the statutory process over the constitutional process.

Recommendation 1.4: If sta.'es adopt a constitutional amendment initiative pro­
cess, they also should adopt a statutory initiative process.

Other Ideas for Reform

Lim its on the Legislatures Power to Amend and Repeal In itia ted  Statutes

Limitin *. legislatures power to amend and/or repeal a statute enacted through the 
initiative may be an incentive to encouiage the use of the statutory initiative over the 
constitutional initiative. Very often, initiative proponent elect to use the constitutional 
initiative in order to pre"ent the legislature from amending or repealing their proposal. If 
proponents were assured that the legislatures ability to ar.uno nnd/or repeal statutory 
initiatives was limited, perhaps they would be more inclined to avail themselves of the 
statutory initiative process.
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Currently, the legislature's power to amend and/or repeal a statute passed by the initiative 
is restricted in 10 states, and in California, it Is expressly prohibited. In these states, a 
supermajority vote of the legislature is required to amend or repeal an initiated measure, or 
the legislature may be prohibited from acting on an initiated measure for a specified period 
of time. In the other 14 states, the legislature is free to amend or repeal an initiated 
measure at any time.

Table 2. Legislative Amendment and Repeal of Initiated Measures
Restriction

Alaska No repeal within two yean: amendment by majority vote anytime
Arizona No repeal; 3/4 vote to amend; amending legislation must “further the purpose' of the

measure
Arkansas 2/3 vote of the members of each house to amend or repeal
California No amendment or repeal of an initiative statute by the Legislature unless the initiative

specifically permits it
Michigan 3/4 vote to amend or repeal
Nevada No amendment or repeal within three years of enactment
North Dakota 2/3 vote required to amend or repeal within seven years of effective date
Oregon 2/3 vote required to amend or repeal within two yea'-' of enactment
Wuhlngton 2/3 vote required to amend or repeal within two yeai • of enactment
Wyoming No repeal within two years of effective date; amendment by majority vote any time
Sour**: N*krulC<*iF«nc*ufSt*«Li|i)d*tiwe.Jwiy Z00Z

Recent Legislative Action

In the period of 1999-2002, 17 non-initiative states saw legislation proposing the adop­
tion of an initiative process. In Minnesota, an initiative bill passed the House twice in 
recent years. In fact, Minnesota voters have voted against adopting the initiative three 
tjmes since 1913. However, the vote has been close, and the idea of adopting the initiative 
process continues to have strong support in Minnesota. In New York. Governor Pataki 
urged the adoption of the initiative in his 2002 state-of-the-state address. Several initiative 
bills currendy are pending in the New York Legislature, one of which has passed the Sen­
ate.

Florida, which has had an initiative process for constitutional amendments since 1972, 
considered a bill in 2002 that would have providea for citizen Initiatives to amend the 
statutes, as well. The bill would have modified the constitutional initiative process at the 
same time, changing the vote requirement from a Imple majority to a two-thirds vote and 
requiring economic impact statements for all initiatives. The bill passed the House but 
failed to pass the Senate.
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2. Involving th e  L egislature 
in th e  Initiative P rocess

Overview

Further Integrating the legislature into the initiative pro­
cess would result in improved policymaking in the initia­
tive states. Initiatives often tie the hands of the legisla­
ture, preventing state legislatures from developing broad, 
cohesive state policies. Improving the adversarial nature 
of the relationship between initiative advocates and state 
legislatures would be beneficial to legislatures and Initia­
tive proponents alike- It itiative proponents would be 
more likely to see the legislature enact the policies they 
advocate, and legislatures would face fewer voter-mandated 
policies that restrict their flexibility and discretion in the

Furthermore, increasing legislative involvement in the initiative process enhances the de­
bate that surrounds initiative proposals and provides more opportunity for public access 
and input to the initiative process.

The Indirect In itia tive

As discussed In chapter one, the indirect initiative process is more desirable than the direct 
process. In Utah and Wasliington, however, which have both types of processes, the indi­
rect variety is rarely used. If states provided Incentives—such as creating a lower signature 
threshold and a longer circulation period for indirect measures, or requiring die legislature 
to hold hearings on all indirect Initiatives submitted—to proponents to use the indirect 
process, perhaps more proponents would be drawn to the indirect process. The benefits of 
such incentives also might Include a significant monetary savings for proponents if they are 
able to reach a compromise with the legislature and thus avoid a campaign, and an im­
proved end product, thanks to the legislative hearing process. No matter how a state 
chooses to structure an indirect Initiative process, the legislature must actively interact and 
negotiate in good faith with initiative proponents if the process is to be effective.

Recommendations
Recommendation 2.1: States that currently have a direct initiative 
process should consider adopUng an Indirect process as well, and 
provide incentives to encourage its use.

Recommendation 2.2: After a specified percentage of signatures has 
been gathered for an initiative petition, the legislature should provide 
for public hearings on the initiative proposal.

Recommendation 2.3: When appropriate, the legislature should 
place an alternative legislative referral on the ballot with an initiative 
that appears on the ballot.

lawmaking process.
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Recommendation 2.1: States that currently have a direct initiative process should 
consider adopting an indirect process as well, and provide incentives to encourage 
its use.

Public Hearings on Initiatives

Pu uC hearings provide a .forum for expert testimony, staff research and analysis, and de­
bate by opposing sides. They also establish a public record of the proponents' intent, 
which could be useful to voters, to both sides in a campaign, and also in later court chal­
lenges, should they arise. Public hearings could be handled in several ways. The legisla­
ture itself could hold hearings on measures that have gathered a specified minimum per­
centage of the required signatures or on measures that have qualified for the ballot. As an 
alternative, the secretary of state could be required to hold public hearings on initiatives.

Recommendation 2.2: After a specified percentage of signatures has been gathered 
for an initiative petition, the legislature should provide for public hearings on the 
initiative proposal.

The organizations and individuals recommending public hearings for initiatives include:

Dane Waters of die I&R Institute (in testimony before the task force in December 2001), 
California League of Women Voters (1999),
City Club of Portland, Oregon (1996),
Nebraska Petition Process Task Force (1995),
California Post Commission (1994), and
California Commission on Campaign Financing (1992).

Case Studies: Public Hearings on Initiatives

California's Senate Bill 384, proposed in the 1999-2000 legislative session, would have 
triggered public hearings for any initiative that obtained 15 percent of the required 
signatures. After the hearing, proponents would be permitted to make non-substantive 
technical changes—such as correcting drafting errors or making stylistic changes—then 
could continue to gather the remaining required signatures.

Oregon’s House Bill 3487 from the 1999 legislative session would have created a 12- 
meinber citizen initiative review committee appointed by the governor, the president of 
‘he Senate, and the speaker of the House. After holding hearings on a proposal, the 
committee would be required to issue a report to the public and the news media, iden­
tifying issues raised by the proposal md including a fiscal impact estimate and summa­
ries of all public testimony received at hearings. Proponents would be permitted to 
make non-substantive amendments to the initiative, subject to attorney general ap­
proval, after the report was issued.

Referring Legislative Alternatives to In itia tive  Proposals

If the legislature feels that an initiative measure is flawed, it should exercise its right to 
place an alternative measure on the ballot. When the legislature's proposal is placed on the 
ballot together with an initiative, voters are offered more than a simple yes/no vote—they
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are offered policy choices. T h e  presence o f sim ilar b u t com peting  m easures on  the ballot 
also can p ro m p t public  debate and  analysis o f  the proposals, resu lting  in  m ore th o ro u g h  
a tten tio n  to  th e  perceived problem  and p o ten tia l so lu tions the  m easures address.

R eco m m en d a tio n  2.3: W hen appropriate, the legislature shou ld  place an  a lterna­
tive legislative referral on  the ballot w ith  an initiative th a t appears on  the ballot.

S u p p o rt for th is reform  has been expressed by Professor Joseph Z im m erm an  (in testim ony 
before the task force in  February 2002) and th e  C alifornia Post C om m ission  (1994).

Case Studies: Legislative A lternatives to  In itiatives

In  a t least five states (M aine, M assachusetts, M ich igan , N evada an d  W ash ing ton), the 
legislature is specifically g ran ted  the  p ow er to  place alternatives to  in itia tiv es  on  the 
ballo t. I n  m o st o th e r states, th e  legislature is n e ith e r specifically g ran te d  n o r  den ied  
th a t power. T h e  M aine Legislature frequently  chooses to  exercise th is  r ig h t  In  1996, 
for exam ple. Q uestion  2A appeared on  the b a l lo t  I t  was a citizen initiative th a t sough t 
to  ban the tim ber harvesting practice o f  clearcutting in  the state. T h e  Legislature placed 
Q uestion  2B o n  *he ballot, a  m ore m oderate proposal. Voters also w ere offered Q u es­
tion  2C . w hich was a vote for neither 2A n o r 2B. Q uestion  2B. the  Legislatures alter­
native to th e  initiative, passed.

R ecent Legislative A ction

C alifo rn ia , O re g o n  an d  U tah  considered bills th a t w ould  p e rm it th e  legislature to  m ake 
certa in  am endm en ts to  p roposed  in itiatives before they  are p laced  o n  th e  ballo t. U ta h  
passed H B  143 in  1999, w hich allows the L egislature to  m ake tech n ica l co rrec tio n s to  
ind irect Initiatives subm itted  to  the Legislature and  to  prepare a legislative review no te  and 
fiscal n o te  for ind irect initiatives. Four states considered requiring  legislative review and 
co m m en t on proposed initiatives.
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