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M a n i i l a q  A s s o c i a t i o n
P.O. Box 256 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907) 442-3311

April23, 2004.

Written Tesftimony

Dear Sir or Madam: , . . .  t

My name isiMamle A Reich, I am the Elders Personal Service Coordinator here at Kotzebue Senior 
Center. I help the elders with their financial needs, Public Assistance, Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI), Social Security (SS), or anything they need assistance on. ' !: .,

Many of the. elders rUn Into problems with Supplemental Security Income (SSI), The elders 
are told that they were overpaid, not they havo to pay it back, and this Is what happens. Thfey receive 
the checks and spend It.- All they know is that the check was sent to them, so they don't own it back. 
So I have Alaska Legal Service step in and help. This has been happening very often lately. Elders 
are also having problems with their IRS. They make payments on what they own and they keep 
getting letters saying they.dwrvm'cire money, so they go on paying. Now I look at the papers and I find 
out they have overpaid IRS, I ask the elders not to pay any more got, to get the receipt from them, and 
to Qive them to Alaska -Legal Services to help, them out. Alaska Legal Service is helping a lot of 
peoples here also the region. Many times they are fold they need a lawyer, but they cannot afford that. 
They cor\ hardly make end meet with money they get, somet mes they also forget about It. I have seen 
this many times. . i ■

One elder passed away In 1996, this year she got a bank statement for taxes; I found out she 
has money yet in the bank. The son cali6 tt]e bank to see if he con get the money, but they told him 
that he needs a lawyer’. He cannot afford a lawyer, so I talked d with Russ at Alaska Legal Services 
and he helped him out. *: ;

Things like this happen. We are very happy lo havu Alaska Legal Services here. They have helped 
many people here in Kotzebue. al90 the region. When elders come to.me for help i call Alaska Legal 
Services here and talk to Rusa; .

A|aska Legal Service has dorte-a lot of good work hefe. They afe needed. 

RespectfullyYouro, - ■'

Mamie Reich
Elders Personal Support Coordinator

Member Villages
Ivisappaat, Nunarchiaq, Ipnatchiaq, Karyaak, Kiwliniq, Laugviik, Qikiqtagruk, Nautanq, Nuurvik, Akuligaq,Isinnaq 

Amber, Buckland, Deerlng, Ki&na, Kivalina, Kobhuk, Kotzebue, Noatak, Noorvik, Selawik, Shungnak



University of Alaska Funding

Subject: U niversity  o f  A laska F und ing  
D ate: Fri, 16 Apr 2004 11:45:11 -0800 

F rom : Jennifer M adsen <Jenni@ pobox.alaska.net>
To: M indy_Rovvland@ legis.state.ak.us

CC: ffmlj@ aurora.uaf.edu, Lteders@ fs.uaf.edu, afrec@ uaa.alaska.edu, Lisa_harbo@yahoo.com 

Honorable Members o f the Senate Finance Committee:

It is of great concern that we have not seen our collective bargaining agreements funded at the University 
of Alaska. All four o f the collective bargaining groups arc affiliated with Alaska Public Employees 
Association/American Federation of Teachers and all four have cooperatively agreed with the University of 
Alaska on collective bargaining agreements. Funding of these contracts is essential in the operations of the 
university.

Although, the contracts are agreed upon for multi years, it is an annual requirement of law that contracts 
between university em ployees and the university be funded by name. This requirement is not met by 
funding the university generally. Rather, specific mention o f the contracts funded must be made.

The language as used last year (unedited) and in prior years is set out below. Please ensure that similar 
language is included in the final version of the funding legislation for the University of Alaska.

* Sec. 29. SALARY AND BENEFIT ADJUSTM ENTS. The operating budget
11 appropriations made to the University of A laska in sec. 1 of this Act include amounts for
1 2  salary and benefit adjustments for university employees who are not members of a collective
13 bargaining unit and for im plem enting the monetary terms of the following collective
14 bargaining agreements with entities representing employees o f the U niversity of Alaska:
15 (1) Alaska Higher Education Crafts and Trades Employees;
16 (2) Alaska Comm unity Colleges' Federation of Teachers;
17 (3) United Academics;
18 (4) United Academics-Adjuncts.

Your attention on this m atter is greatly appreciated.

Respectfully,
Jennifer Madsen 
Field Representative

cc: United Academics, A laska Higher Education Crafts and Trades Employees (Local 6070), United 
Academics-Adjuncts, Alaska Community Colleges' Federation o f Teachers.

Jennifer Madsen 
Field Representative 
APEA/AFT (AFi^-CIO)

907-274-16S8 
800-478-9992 
(fax) 907-277-4588

I oi l *1/16/2004 1:10 I'M
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To Senate Finance Committee / j  TT/̂ Jc, c}  cl 0 O
From: Carter Crawford tpc-ecrawford@gci.com

Plcase restore the Community Block Grant to fu ll funding of SI.2 million. In my 
last teleconference, Rep Hawker said it was back up and now I understand you have 
cut it 40% again. Please to the information 1 have sent down in the past.

You will only save state dollars temporarily. And then you arc in for a painful 
escalation in costs for state- mandated services that the grant was providing at 25% 
of the cost.

Most of you champion private enterprise and an economy based on private sector 
employment. Cutting the Community' Grant goes against everything 1 thought you 
stood for, including adding to the costs and services o f one your least favorite 
agencies, the State MSS.

By restoring full funding you will:

Provide more service

Provide local jobs

Reduce community health and social problems 

Reduce state costs.

It does not get any better than that.

mailto:tpc-ecrawford@gci.com


State Funding Decreased 42% Since FY 2002.
The community lost the potential to generate $459,466, $769,652, and $1,287,480 of other funds, project income and in-kind contributions In FY02-03-04 respectively, due to insufficient state funding.

Percent of Requctitt Funded FY0O-FY04

■ Percent of Requests 
Funded

FY2000 FY2001 FY2002 FY2003 FY2004
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Brothers Big Sisters Match children In need of additional adult attention with adult volunteers. $50,000 S919,882
alrbanks Community Food 
nk

Collect local surplus food and give K to people who need It, thiough agencies who 
are trained to Identify and respond to those needs.____________________________ $50,000 $2,052,000

ska Legal Services Corp.
Provide legal assistance to kw-lncome families (those with Incomes below 125% 
of poverty level) In dvil cases such as housing, Incoma, public assistance benefits, 
health care and famtty l a w . ____________________________________________ $50,000 $80,508

nterior Community Health 
anler

Provide preventative & primary health care services on a sliding fee schedule to 
low & moderate income people,___________________________________________ $50,000 $184,000

North Slar Council on Aging
Doliver hot healthy meals to homebound elders living within the FNSB, to Include 
frozen meal service on weekends. ___ $50,000 $268.343

North Star Youth Court
Operate community-based juvenile justice diversion and victim offender mediation 
program. $50.000 $181,896

Interior AIDS Association
Provide a full service, methadone maintenance treatment program to opiate 
dependent persons, (Requested $49,558 but only $31,014 was available) $31,014

irarUiRfolect8,N01iRuhag
Interior AIDS Association Balance of request not funded $18,544 $0

National Senior Servico Corps
Support transportation needs of senior citizens volunteering their time through 
Foster Grandparents, Senior Companions, and RSVP proqrams. $50,000 $314,014

Hospice of the Tanana Valley
Provide Patient Care Services and support to terminally III people and their loved 
ones. Provide Bereavement Services, education, Information and training on 
issues relatinq to death and dying, grief and loss. $50,000 * $535,134

ACCA
Provide early Intervention services to children, age birth to three, In social services 
custody who begin life with medical, biological or social risks and who experience 
developmental delays. $50,000 $10,225

1 Broad Lino, Inc.
Feed people through the Soup Kitchen, operate a day labor program, and supply 
donated clothing and other houselrold goods to those In need. $48,500 $115,139

1 Fairbanks Native Association
Provide a van service that picks up public inebriates and substance abusers, 
assesses their condition, and transports them to an appropriate facility. $50,000 $169,254

iBoys & Girls Club of the 
ITanana Valley

Provide an affordable summer day camp program where youth ages 8-12 
participate In programs and activities designed to encourage academic and social 
development, positive choices. Increased self esteem and competence. $50,000 $79,275

1 Fairbanks Counseling & 
1 Adoption

Engage at-risk youth ages 14-18 in the positive physical and emotional challenges 
of wilderness adventure leading to the cessation of substance abuse, achievement 
of physical fitness and school/job retention culminating In an Increased capacity for 
creating a positive pro-social outlook on life. $35,00C $64,439

1 TqUil Project* Not It?
...... ; .$1,287,480

1683,058 $5,112,807



c a r  and  sell it. And make the fine for  someone w ho  knowingly loans/rents  etc a ca r  
to the convicted subject to a S10,0()u0 fine as well.

A L L  OK T I IL  ABOVE IS C O N S T R U C T IV E ,  BUT BASED ON N EG A T IV E 
EV EN TS.  N O W  I WANT T O  S H IF T  T O  A VERY P O SITIV E USE O F  S T A T E  
FUNDS, AN IN V E ST M E N T IN L O C A L  H E A L T H  AND SO C IA L S E R V IC E S  
T H A T  W I L L  SAVE T H E  S T A T E  H U G E SUMS O F  MONEY.

This is the Comm unity  Matching  G r a n t  p rogram .  I am in private industry,  a hard -  
nosed fiscally conservative Republ ican  who has championed this piece of legislation 
for years.  I became familiar  with it when I volunteered for  the HSS Commission,  
agreed to early morning meetings,  was the only one to at tend all meetings and 
became C hai r .

I was absolutely a mazed at wha t  these non-profits  were accomplishing on v e ry 
limited budgets,  and what  they were  saving the state. The  formula  was and  is real 
simple.  Low salaries, tons of  volunteers  and dona ted materials ,  a combination  of 
local, s tate,  private and some federal  funding, an intense review process, a n d s t rong 
boards  driv ing rcsujt s . ^

With some improvements from the Commission,  they became far  more  fiscally 
responsive,  requests  were based on documented  needs and  each agency had to 
docum ent  success in o rde r  to receive fu tu re  funding.

The range  of  services for the agencies receiving funding is broad ,  but  due to 
declining revenues,  becomes restr ic ted  to the top social problems in Fa i rbanks  as 
defined by the United Way studies.

Alcoholism, domestic violence, heal th and  well-being of  children,  food and  shelter , 
and care  for the elderly.

In each and  e v e n  case, the agencies supply  these service at a minimum of 2 5 %  o f 
tlu^cost of  a s tate agency. And in each and e v e n ’ case these agencies P R E V E N T  
cos ts to  the state in adjudicat ion and  o r  incarcerat ion and insti tutionalization.

T H E  C O M M U N IT Y  M A T C H IN G  H E A L T H  AND S O C IA L SER V IC ES  G R A N T  
HAS B E C O M E  TH E  M O D E L  F O R  A STA TE,  LO C A L G O V E R N M E N T  AND 
N O N -P R O F IT  C O L L A B O R A T IO N .  The  state provides the foundation,  the 
borough ,  in our  case, matches it 3 0 %  and  the non-profi ts  must  provide both cost 
effective services, but also a s t rong  volunteer  match as well. And each y e a r  the use 
is evaluated  t\\ ice. once du r ing  the y ea r  and  once at year-end.

The  G ove rno r  has proposed to cont inue the Com m uni ty  G ran t ,  but at a lower level 
than 04, but it now includes the Mat-Su region for  separate funding.  This means



tha t the sam e dollars m ust now include an app ro x im ate  15 %  increase (20,000 hh) 
in the n u m b er of hom es rep resen ted  by the th ree  areas.

Not only will this end up costing the S ta te  m ore m oney as m ore people in need and  
m ore offenders slip th rough  the cracks, bu t there  is a real risk  th a t som e agencies 
may fold. '  i

The sub ject of Faith-B ased Service p rov iders  has been suggested , not only to relieve 
the s ta te  of its funding , bu t also to expand  the  services prov ided . E veryone su p p o rts  
the grow th  of m ore services p rovided  by the com m unities. B u t none o f these groups 
is p rep a red  to take  on the responsibility of professional sendees, and  m ost a re  try ing  
to rep lace the n u m b e r o f people no longer served due to fund ing  cuts.

Finally I w ill d ep a rt from  the views o f m ost o f my hss friends is su p p o rtin g  no 
re in sta tem en t of the Longevity Bonus. T hose tru ly  in need will get the  S ta te  aid they 
need, and  if they a re  too proud  to ask , then so be it. 1 saw  the com plain ts in th ree  
categories. F irst the g ro u p  for whom  no am o u n t o f p rep lan n in g  could take  care  of 
th e ir basic needs. Second the g roup  of “ haves” who a re  sim ply really  angry' a t the  
state  for not l ew a rd in g  rlr  m for all th e ir  years o f h ard  w ork , su p p o rt fo r the sta te  
etc. The th ird  g roup , w hich is the la rgest, a re  the greedy ‘how d a re  y'ou take  my 
cushion for which 1 did not p lan  because Uncle A laska w ould p rov ide my 
en titlem en t” g roup . I am  65 and  w hen I was 21 my fa th e r said  do not co u n t on 
Social Security  for re tirem en t living. 1 did not, I sacrificed , I saved, and  every  y ea r I 
will get SSS 1 will be ever so g ra tefu l. It is som ew hat am using  th a t these seniors 
su ffer the sam e m entality  as o u r Gen X and V ’ers. A nd th a t o f course extends to the 
su p p o rte rs  o f fully funding the D ividend.

Follow ing is some lengthy docum entation  o f facts re la ted  to the  G ran t.

IT IS AN IN V ESTM EN T.

IT SAVES T H E  STA TE M ON EY  ...IN  BO TH  D IR E C T  C O ST S O F 
AD.ll D ICA TIO N , IN C A R C E R A T IO N  AND IN ST IT U T IO N A L IZ A T IO N .

IT SAVES TH E STA TE M ONEY BY PR O V ID IN G  S E R V IC E S  T H A T  T H E  
STA TE M O U LD  HAVE TO  PR O V ID E AT 4X T H E  C O ST.

IT SAVES TH E STA TE M ON EY BY PR O V ID IN G  PR E V E N T IO N  SE R V IC E S .

IT IS T H E  M O ST C O ST E F F E C T IV E  W AY T O  D EL IV E R  SE R V IC E .

IT HAS A PO W E R FU L  ROI BY L O W E R IN G  T H E  N EED  FO R  STA TE 
S E R \ ICLS AND E M PL O Y E E S.



The nonprofit hum an service agencies in the Fairbanks North Star Borough work exceedingly 
well together, as partners, to offer the best, unduplicated services to individuals that money can 
buy. However, i f  that money is insufficient or nonexistent, the staff and ultimately the services,
HAVE BEEN cut and W ILL BE cut in the future. Basic needs such as adult literacy from Adult 
Learning Program s o f  A laska or Literacy Council o f  Alaska, food from the Food Bank, primary 
and preventative m edical care from the Interior Com m unity Health Center, legal advice and 
referral from Alaska Legal Services, and mentors from Big Brothers Big Sisters, W ILL go unmet 
if  this Comm unity M atching Block Grant Funding is cut now or in the future. s&iLkn.

jvOWlk SSfiXLSS W / j  fee-Lo*-
I work with the individuals who depend on these basic services as they try to work on their 
G ED ’s or try to get a job . I f  their stomachs are aching from lack o f  food, or they don’t have the 
money to pay for dental work in their mouths, they don’t do well studying or obtaining a job  no 
m atter how hard they try.

I f  the Comm unity M atching Block Grant Funding is cut the whole community suffers because o f  
a reduced quality o f  life for A LL children and adults. I f  services are cut, the hopelessness and 
frustration is not ju s t felt by those who are attempting to better their lives, but also by those o f  us 
who are ju st trying to provide service to increase the education levels, healthy lifestyles, and 
safety o f the community.

In the Alaska State Constitution, it is written, “the Legislature shall provide for public welfare.”
If we cut the funds which provide service to the m ost needy o f  our community, how is that 
“providing for public w elfare?”

M y request from you tonight is to raise the Health and Social Services Matching Block Grant 
amount to at least 1.16 m illion and to continue this funding instead o f  phasing it out.
Thank you.

Submitted by:

Qvls. Jackie Debevec 
3662 Hardluck Drive 
Fairbanks, AK 99709 
(907) 452-6434x21 
idebevec@,adultlearninir.org

Group Affiliation:
Arctic Alliance (Vice President)
Adult Learning Program s o f  Alaska (Recruitment and Retention Coordinator)

A pril  13, 2 0 0 4

M e ssa g e  to the  S en a te  F in a n ce  C o m m it te e  an d  the  In te r io r  D e leg a t io n



520 Fifth Ave. PO Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 (907 )459-1474 FAX (907 ) 459-1280

F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r  B o r o u g h Health & Social Services 
___________Commission

MEMORANDUM
To:

From:

Date:

Subject:

April 13, 2004 

Community Matching Block Grant

Senate Finance Committee
cM)

Carrie Dershin, Chair, Health and Social Services Commission

On behalf of the Fairbanks North Star Borough Health and Social Services Commission, I am expressing our support 
of the Community Matching Grant. As a follow up to my testimony, I am including a brief report on the community 
impact of the Human Services Community Matching Grant. This will further illustrate the need to continue this vital 
grant program.

It is my hope that you are already well aware of the impact that these funds have on the delivery of essential human 
services within our community. These range from hot meals and emergency food boxes to attainable health care to 
youth leadership and mentoring. The services that are provided by our local non-profits are non-duplicative, efficient 
and cost-effective.

In FY03, state funds of $312,083 combined with the Borough allocation of $184, 291 leveraged a total community 
value of $4,946,767 when other sources of funds and the value of in-kind donations are considered. In short, these 
funds provided a value to the community fourteen times that of the actual grant dollars allocated.

The need to preserve this grant and the impact that these funds have in our community is significant. The health and 
care of our community is critical to the overall growth and development of our future. Unfortunately the future of the 
Community Matching Grant is at risk. Since FY02, state funding for the Community Matching Grant has decreased 
42%. With the Mat-Su Borough now eligible for the funding as well, this reduces the amount coming into our 
community even further. The current proposal that you have on the table is such a significant loss. Rather than the 
combined total of $331, 014 coming to agencies as in FY04, we could see less than $190,000. This roughly 
translates into only four local agencies that could receive this grant. This is down from the eleven agencies of two 
years ago. This significantly impacts our community's ability to: deliver hot meals to homebound elders, provide legal 
assistance to low income families, offer juvenile justice alternatives, help with dental needs to low income residents, 
welcome kids into a safe after school program and provide an emergency shelter and crisis response to homeless 
youth. All of the agencies that provide these services would not be funded under the proposed Senate budget.

fhe House has recommended an increase of the Governor's budget to total $1,159,000. I ask that the 
Senate do the same. The need for services is going to continue to increase. Our safety net which has 
been held together by our local non-profits is continuing to be stretched and could lose its strength without 
the necessary fiscal support from our state and our local community. The Human Services Community 
Matching Grant is an exceptionally cost-effective use of public dollars that exemplifies the deeply rooted 
philosophy of neighbors helping neighbors. Thank you for the valuable work that you do and for your 
continued and future support keeping our communities healthy and well.



H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  C o m m u n i t y  M a t c h i n g  G r a n t

H i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  I m p * ,  t
.............

F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S t a r

B o r o u g h  

H e a l t h  &  S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n

G r a n t  F u n d s  W e r e  D i s t r i b u t e d  t o  E l e v e n  N o n - p r o f i t  A g e n c i e s

• ACCA
• Alaska Legal Services Corporation
• Big Brothers / Big Sisters
• Fairbanks Community Food Bank
• Fairbanks Native Association
• Hospice of the Tanana Valley
• Interior AIDS Association

fv*-,

;
. The a gencies used state funds to 

leverage fgyif lM P tjmft# that amount 
in the value o f se rv ice s  to the community

Interior Community Health Center 
National Senior Service Corps 
North Star Council on Aging 
North Star Youth Court

SIvT.V-r

■ . :iaiS-'-.CswM--

F Y  2 0 0 3

•' • L\ / .''

State funds 
Borough funds 
Incom e generated by pro jects $  2 9 4 ,7 7 6
Other fund s received by p ro jects $  1 ,5 8 8 ,4 8 1
In-kind generated by pro jects $  2 ,5 6 7 ,13 6

..•<? • • •. i f . .Total value to the community $ 4,946,767
m y

,     ....................................

H i g h l i g h t s  o f  S e r v i c e s  P r o v i d e d m

$5,000,000 

$4,500,000 

$4,000,000 

$3,500,000 

$3,000,000 

$2,500,000 

$2 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

$1,500,000 

$1 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

$500,000 

$-

F u n d i n g  L e v e r a g e

$312,083 $184,291
H ~ n

$4,450,393

State Funds Borough Funds Agency
Leverage

• Distributed 1,360,798 pounds of food to hungry people using 16,147 volunteer hours
• Homebound seniors received 38,480 hot meals delivered to their home
• 2,081 low income individuals received primary and preventative medical care services
• 366 terminally ill people and their loved ones received direct care and support
• 250 individuals received legal advice and referrals for housing, family law, health, and income 

maintenance problems
• 522 children spent time with their Big Brother / Big Sister, enriching their lives with adult attention 

and support; over 68% showed improvement in school performance
• 92 youth were arraigned in youth court, diverting work from the formal juvenile justice system; 

youth defendants paid $3,086 in restitution and contributed 1,615 hours of community service
• Provided transportation for 3,809 senior volunteer trips from their residences to 27 active 

workstations
• Community Service Patrol drivers picked-up and transported 1386 public inebriates



S t a t e  F u n d i n g  D e c r e a s e d  4 2 %  
S i n c e  F Y  2 0 0 2 .

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  l o s t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  
g e n e r a t e  $ 4 5 9 , 4 6 6 ,  $ 7 6 9 , 6 5 2 ,  a n d  

$ 1 , 2 8 7 , 4 8 0  o f  o t h e r  f u n d s ,  p r o j e c t  

i n c o m e  a n d  i n - k i n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  

F Y 0 2 - 0 3 - 0 4  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  d u e  t o  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  s t a t e  f u n d i n g .

o Percent of Requests 
Funded

Percent of Roquet.ts Funded FY0O-FYO4
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0

FY2000 FY2001 FY2002 FY2003 FY2004

FY 2004 Hill
9 Project lncoft>-

iln-KInd 
Gmnt Amount Contribution*Bri« P r o s c r i p t i o n

Match children in need of additional adult attention with adult volunteers,Big Brothers Big Sisters
Fairbanks Community Food 
Bank

Collect local surplus food and give it to people who need it. through agencies who 
are trained to identify and respond to those needs.___________________________
x t  / J e  legal assistance to low-income families (those with incomes below 125% 
of poverty level) in civil cases such as housing, income, public assistance benefits, 
health care and family law.________________________________________________
provide preventive & primary health care services on a sliding fee schedule to 
low & moderate income people._________________________________________
Deliver hot healthy meals to homebound elders living within the FNSB, to include 
frozen meal service on weekends. _______  ______________
Operate community-based juvenile justice diversion and victim offender mediation 
program._______________________________________________________________North Star Youlh Court
Provide a full service, methadone maintenance treatment program to opiate 
dependent persons. (Requested $49.558 but only $31,014 was available)Interior AIDS Association

. v
>331,014 $3,825,327

Alaska Legal Services Corp.
Interior Community Health 
Center

North Star Council on Aging

SarviCM Community Matching

Interior AIDS Association Balance of request not funded $18,544 $ 0

National Senior Service Corps
Support transportation needs of senior citizens volunteering their time through 
Foster Grandparents, Senior Companions, and RSVP programs.____________ $50,000 $314,014

Hospice of the Tanana Valley
Provide Patient Care Services and support to terminally ill people and their loved 
ones. Provide Bereavement Services, education, Information and training on 
issues relating to death and dying, grief and loss.___________________________ $50,000 $535,134

ACCA
Provide early intervention services to children, age birth to three, in social services 
custody who begin life with medical, biological or social risks and who experience 
developmental delays.____________________________________________________ $50,000 $10,225

Bread Line, Inc.
Feed people through the Soup Kitchen, operate a day labor program, and supply 
donated clothing and other household goods to those in need._________________ $48.500 $115,139

Fairbanks Native Association
Provide a van service that picks up public inebriates and substance abusers, 
assesses their condition, and transports them to an appropriate facility. $50,000 $169,254

Boys & Girls Club of the 
Tanana Valley_________

Provide an affordable summer day camp program where youth ages 8-12 
participate In programs and activities designed to encourage academic and social 
development, positive choices, increased self esteem and competence.__________ $50,000 $79.275

Fairbanks Counseling & 
Adoption

Engage at-risk youth ages 14-18 in the positive physical and emotional challenges 
of wilderness adventure leading to the cessation of substance abuse, achievement 
of physical fitness and school/job retention culminating in an Increased capacity for 
creating a positive pro-social outlook on life. $35,000 $64,439



SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE TESTIMONY ON THE BUDGET

April 13, 2004

To: Senate Finance Committee
Re: Budget
From: Taber Rehbaum, Arctic Alliance for People

Personal address: P.O. Box 438, Ester AK 99725 taber@mosquitonet.com 458-0423

I would like to strongly urge the Senate Finance Committee to increase the amount designated 
for the Health and Social Services Community Matching Block Grant to no less than $1,160 
million, the amount that would accommodate funding Mat-Su programs without further reductions 
to the Fairbanks and Anchorage portions. I would also urge you to abandon the language calling 
for a phase out of this program. My understanding is that this language initially originated in a 
House Finance committee. The House, acknowledging the importance of the Block grant, has 
since removed that language.

The programs funded through the Block grant save the State money - many times over the small 
General Fund component - medicaid dollars, corrections dollars - public assistance dollars, etc. 
The process used to fund the programs is extremely efficient (a volunteer commission in 
Fairbanks, for example) and keeps the programs and agencies fully accountable.
The exacting nature of the grant process ensures that each program clearly identifies the need, 
develops the methodology to address that need, shares all budget and m anagem ent information, 
and provides measurable positive outcomes to show that he funds are having an impact. 
Missions and m easures - outcome-based funding - this is the clearest example that ine State has 
-  and its working!
The programs funded through the Block grant also have an economic impact on our community 
by creating jobs and reducing the need for local intervention services (police calls, emergency 
room visits, etc). The State dollars are leveraged to bring much more money into the 
community -  and that leveraging is magnified by the use of volunteers and in-kind contributions.

Please bring the Senate numbers up to the $1,160 million that the House has set forth for this 
grant. Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Mat-Su are depending on this money, and thousands of 
Alaskans will benefit from the services funded by this grant.

Cutting or eliminating this program will cost the state a great deal -  in real dollars and in lost 
human potential. Help us continue to make this State a wonderful place to live. Fully fund the 
HSCMBG at $1,160,000

mailto:taber@mosquitonet.com
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ru U  'cM^AAh S ^ U )  <L̂ j<=At* J fa d -/, ‘f ' f fa.  P H /J -fh frrb /. A t . TLlo*. {U rxn^fa
CLcc. t ’p'fervi^trr^xT/tiun A« '—fhuiprh Jyg, /7) A jn ia jt*\.«.<( < v  c/hĉ + ouxacJ ^x^-*.r-~ 'Via
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Alaska State Legislature
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RE: D on’t C u t  S ta te  P a rk s  B u d g e t

Dear Senate Finance Committee Members:

I have been serving as a member of the Mat-Su State Parks Citizen’s Advisory Board 
since 1998, have been a user of State Parks since 1980, and for the sixth year in a row I 
feel the compelling need to speak out about cuts to the State Parks Budget. I am very 
aware of the fiscal problems within the State of Alaska; however, I am dismayed that the 
legislature each year continues to starve State Parks of adequate funding necessary to 
maintain the parks in a safe manner.

State Parks is currently and has been woefully under funded for the past decade. The 
band aids for this problem have been to use volunteers, contract out some of the state 
parks to private business and to initiate user fees. Using volunteers and contracting out 
parks are problematic and not a viable long term solution for these reasons:

1) Volunteers need training and staff supervision. Volunteers are not able to 
address Park regulation issues or enforce regulations. Staff must be available to 
supervise and assist volunteers.

2) Contracting out the Parks to private enterprise reduces the amount of revenue to 
the State. Maintenance and care of the Parks is not consistent. Private 
enterprise has been known to leave in the middle of a season because they 
either can’t handle managing the park or discover there is little revenue to be 
made. There is no law enforcement available to private enterprise unless they 
call the State Troopers.

User fees are an appropriate means of raising revenue to maintain State Parks, 
however, State Parks do not always get to keep the revenue made and each year the 
legislature argues over what the parks should receive. I am tired of the old argument 
that the constitution does not allow you, our legislators to dedicate funds.
If the State Parks bring in the revenue through receipts each year then it can be 
determined each year during budget time that they are allowed to keep the receipts.
Our State Parks personnel should be given support and incentives to generate revenue 
through fees and rewarded by being able to use these fees to sustain our parks. State 
Parks deferred maintenance costs are out of this world and have been neglected long 
enough. Would you want one of your family, friends or relatives falling through an 
outhouse hole? That happened not long ago. We have the largest State Park system in 
the country with an operational budget at approx. 5.2 million. That is a steal! State 
Parks are looking shabby and unkempt, our residents and tourists notice this and so 
should you. Public health and safety is being compromised and will result in liability to 
the State due to reduced staffing. State Parks are for Alaskans first, step up to the plate 
and declare enough is enough. Leave the operating budget as it is and let the Parks 
keep their receipts! If you need to cut spending, consider cutting the legislature’s 
budget, It has been increased each year.

k.wells@excite.com
3 7 3 -6 4 1 4

mailto:k.wells@excite.com
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SUPPORT FOR THE STATE LIBRARY, ARCHIVES, AND MUSEUMS

ALASKA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

I am Barbara Sweetland Smith. I am  speaking today on behalf o f  the Alaska 
Historical Society. Our concern today is with the line items for the Alaska State 
M useums, the Alaska State Archives and the Alaska State Library, which fall under the 
administration o f  the Department o f  Education and Early Development.

W e understand that Senator W ilken has proposed adding $75,000 to the budget 
for the Division o f  Libraries, Archives, and M useums. The 500 statewide members o f 
the Alaska Historical Society strongly support his intent and thank him for his 
recognition o f  the need for these funds.

We would like to urge the Senate Finance Committee to give serious 
consideration, as well, to the budget for the D ivision o f  Libraries, Archives and Museums 
approved by the House o f  Representatives. The House added funds to restore a curator’s 
position cut last year at the State M useums and added two professional positions to the 
State Archives. The House also restored monies to the Alaska State Libraries for 
contractual services and operating supplies— both cut sharply last year.

The additional funds for the State M useum s and the State Archives correct a 
serious imbalance in administration o f  our historical collections. The curator’s position 
at the Sheldon Jackson Museum was cut last year, leaving only 3 people to manage a vast 
and irreplaceable collection o f  artifacts.

The State Aichives has been woefully understaffed for years. It is quite 
astonishing that A laska’s archives system does not have an archivist responsible for and 
knowledgeable about electronic records preservation. The House o f  Representatives’ 
budget would correct that egregious omission. Also, the State Archives has imperative 
need for a Records Analyst based in Anchorage, where so many state records are 
generated, in order to assure proper flow o f  documents to the Records Center and the 
Archives.

The House funding for the State Library meets a critical operational need.

The line item for the Division o f  Libraries, Archives and M useums is less than Zi 
o f  1% o f the DEED budget. Yet, these agencies provide vital and unique educational 
services around the state to schools, adult A laskans, and visitors. They also are vital as a 
means for preserving our state’s history.

The Alaska Historical Society urges the Senate support the State Library, 
Archives, and Museums by accepting the DEED budget approved by the House o f 
Representatives.



C a t h o l i c

Social Services________  S t .  F r a n c i s  H o u s e

3710 East 20(li Avenue • Anchorage, Alaska 99508 • (907) 276-5590 • fax: (907) 258-1091 • e-mail: calholtcsocialservic.es@css-ak.org
www.cssnlaska.org

St. Francis House provided fo o d  a s s is ta n c e  to  4 ,9 2 5  in d iv id u a ls  la s t  m o n th .  

Additionally, \vc facilitated the distribution o f 236 boxes o f USDA Food, a program that 

targets the elderly, pregnant women and children. By March, we were the only 

significant source for financial assistance in Anchorage that still had funds. That month 

we distributed nearly $11,000.00, for the prevention o f  eviction and utility shut-off to 38 

families including 54 children. When we resume the financial assistance program next 

winter, the funds we receive through H S M G  w i l l  d e te r m in e  h o w  m a n y  fa m il ie s  w e  c a n  

p r e v e n t  f r o m  b e c o m in g  h o m e le s s . Community belt tightening is felt the most at the 

bottom and reductions in family support services have dramatically increased the need for 

emergency assistance. Many people tell us they have been unable to secure adequate 

employment before unem ployment benefits run out. Unemployment and hunger are at an 

extreme level in villages resulting in families moving to Anchorage seeking relief from 

their situation. We have 95 families from Mat-Su on our food pantry database and we 

serve families as far south as Girdwood. O u r  c l ie n t  lo a d  is  u p  2 0 %  o v e r  th e  la s t  y e a r .  

O u r  s t a f f  is  u p  0 % .  T h e  H S M G  h e lp s  to  f u n d  o n e  o f  o u r  f o u r  s t a f f  p o s i t io n s ,  th e  

e s s e n t ia l p o s i t io n  o f  R e s o u rc e  a n d  V o lu n t e e r  C o o r d in a t o r .  T h r o u g h  th e  f u n d in g  o f  

t h a t  s in g le  p o s i t io n ,  S t.  F r a n c is  H o u s e  le v e ra g e d  1 ,2 4 0  h o u r s  o f  d o n a te d  la b o r  b y  4 5  

v o lu n te e r s  in  M a r c h .  Some o f the people that we rely on to help us deliver services are 

people who also rely upon St. Francis House to provide them with a user friendly setting 

in which to develop social and job  skills. We arc a work site for dcvelopmcntally 

delayed students, adult and youth offenders and community restitution programs. The 

work o f  St. Francis House is simple enough for anyone to be successful and meaningful 

enough to strengthen the weakest self-esteem, and soften the hardest attitude. This is a 

win-win exchange that provides immeasurable benefits to the community. Please 

reconsider your recom m endation to cut this important lifeline to so many Alaskans 

during this very difficult economic period.

4 VM<v| w.iy Pinner 4o«icy

mailto:calholtcsocialservic.es@css-ak.org
http://www.cssnlaska.org
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ALPHA April 13, 2004

Senate Hearings on CSHB375 Operating Budget

W e Urge Your Support for Public Health Nursing Fund Restoration!

Dear members of the Senate Finance Committee:

On behalf of the Alaska Public Health Association, representing over two hundred public health 
professionals from across Alaska who are deeply committed to developing sound public health policy 
and sustaining a strong public health system to improve the health of all Alaskans, we urge you to 
restore full funding to the Division of Public Health’s Section of Nursing.

A t a time when State Government takes pride in leading by focusing on Mission and Outcomes, we 
are deeply concerned that proposed cuts to the Division of Public Health Nursing Section will 
negatively impact health outcomes in our communities. At the very time we need to be strengthening 
the public health infrastructure to respond to increasing demands for disease prevention and control, 
these budget cuts risk further eroding the public health infrastructure.

Public health nursing is the front line public health workforce in Alaskan communities to deliver 
disease prevention and protection, health promotion, and health assessment services.

The public health infrastructure extends beyond the 23 public health centers to more than 250 
communities through the travel of Itinerant Public Health Nurses. In four communities, services are 
contracted directly with Norton Sound Health Corporation, Maniilaq Health Corporation, North 
Slope Borough Health Department and Municipality of Anchorage Health Department.

The success of our public health nurses is the result of years of establishing and building trust in the 
communities they serve, working to identify those at risk, to monitor health status while supporting 
local communities in responding to health concerns. The skilled contribution for health assessment, 
planning and development by Public Health Nurses is highly valued.

Core services provided by public health nurses includes disease protection and prevention to prevent 
and control chronic and communicable diseases, including TB, Hepatitis A/B/C, HIV, STD, food- 
water-vector borne diseases, diabetes, obesity, and cardio-vascular disease.

In an era where terrorism, SARS, West Nile Virus, Small Pox, new and emerging diseases can 
threaten the public’s health, Public Health Nursing has been at the core of the State of Alaska’s 
response plans to assist in the development of statewide and regional disaster preparedness, training 
and exercises for bio-terrorism preparedness, and to respond at the community level to potential 
threats to the public’s health.

P.O. Box 9-1825 Anchorage, AK 99509 907/332-1020 e - m a l l :  publlchealth@ alaska.net www.alaTkapublichealth.org

☆ ☆

mailto:publlchealth@alaska.net
http://www.alaTkapublichealth.org
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Services provided by Public Health Nurses also help to expand access to health care, in communities 
where there are no providers, or when other providers are unavailable to serve.

Among the most pressing and important service issues are increasing demands for disease control 
services. This winter, for example, public health nurses were on the front lines responding to cases of 
Viral Meningitis, Pertussis (Whooping Cough), Salmonella and a near-record flu season. Increased 
surveillance and continued follow up for the 2000-2001 tuberculosis out break continues to be 
needed. Achieving and sustaining immunization rates to protect our children, youth and adults at risk 
are all essential outcomes in the Department of Health and Social Services mission and measures.

Disease control efforts by the Alaska Division of Public Health are central to delivering the State’s 
constitutional mandate to protect and promote the public’s health. It is also critical in assuring 
Alaska’s viability as a tourist destination and place where businesses want to operate.

We are deeply concerned with the impact of budget cuts to Public Health Nursing. The dilemma of 
reduced funding and support for the Division of Public Health has resulted in a restructuring of 
Alaska’s Public Health Nursing services, in an effort to limit the impact on services to communities. 
Plans to transition services to the private sector are ambitious at best and without comprehensive 
planning, will result in critical health services and -  most importantly -  the protection of the public’s 
health to be threatened.

As the infrastr jcture for public health continues to erode, we express concern that the Division of 
Public Health Section of Nursing may be spreading itself too thin, which could result in a risk to the 
public's health and decreases in health outcomes for our infants, children, adults and elderly.

Ultimately, the legal responsibility for safeguarding and promoting the health of the population rests 
with government public health agencies.

We urge you to prioritize full restoration of funds to the Division of Public Health Section of Nursing 
along with support for a tobacco tax, among other sources of revenue being proposed.

Thank you.

Marie J. LaVjgne, Exeq£ftive Director 
Alaska Public Health Association

P.O. Box 9-1825 Anchorage, AK 99509 907/332-1030 e - m a i l :  publichealth@ alaska.net www.alaskapubiichealth.org

mailto:publichealth@alaska.net
http://www.alaskapubiichealth.org
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SENATORS:

I  W ISH TO ADDRESS THE FUNDING FOR THE ALCOHOL SAFETY ACTION PROGRAM (ASAP). 
I T  IS  MY UNDERSTANDING THAT ONLY HALF OF THE REQUESTED FUNDING HAS BEEN 
APPROVED. FOR PUBLIC SAFETY REASONS, I  REQUEST REINSTATEMENT OF ALLTHE FUNDS.

ASAP MONITORS ALCOHOL RELATED MISDEMEANOR CASES FOR THE D ISTR ICT 
COURT. AT ANY GIVEN T IM E , THERE ARE 13,000 TO 15,000 OPEN CASES AT ANCHORAGE 
ASAP. ASAP IS  THE NEUTRAL L INK BETWEEN THE CLIENTS, THE TREATMENT 
COMMUNITY, AND THE COURTS.

DUE TO BUDGET CUTS, THE KENAI ASAP OFFICE WAS CLOSED JULY 1, 2003. THE 
EFFECT WAS OVERWHELMING. EIGHTY PERCENT (80%) OF DEFENDANTS ORDERED 
TO COMPLETE TREATMENT STOPPED ATTENDING THEIR SESSIONS, AS NO ONE 
WAS AVAILABLE TO REPORT THEIR NONCOMPLIANCE TO THE COURT. I  HATE TO 
TH INK OF WHAT W ILL HAPPEN TO ANCHORAGE SHOULD THERE BE NO MON ITOR ING 
AGENCY. UNFORTUNATELY, UNLESS SOMEONE IS  REPORTING (NON)COMPLIANCE TO 
A HIGHER AUTHORITY (I.E . THE COURTS), MANY PEOPLE W ILL NOT ATTEND TREATMENT 
ON THEIR OWN. I  DO NOT RELISH THE THOUGHT OF DRIV ING AROUND TOWN W ITH 
NUMEROUS UNTREATED DU I OFFENDERS ST ILL ON THE STREET.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION.

J e a n n e t t e  C h e r n i k o f f , M S  

P O  B o x  9 0 7 8 1  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 9  

E m a i l :  R u s k i A K @ a o l . c o m

mailto:RuskiAK@aol.com


P U B L I C  C O M M E N T

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

SUBJECT: ASAP FUNDING

As y o u  c o n s i d e r  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  f u n d s  f o r  ASAP p l e a s e  t a k e  c a r e  t o  r e s t o r e  
a l l  1 3  p o s i t i o n s .  I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  f u n d i n g  i t s e l f  h a s  b e e n  
r e s t o r e d  b u t  o n l y  h a l f  o f  t h e i r  s t a f f .  T h i s  m ay  h a v e  b e e n  a  s i m p l e  o v e r  
s i t e .  I f  s o ,  p l e a s e  m o v e  t o  c o r r e c t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a s  a l l  1 3  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  
s o r e l y  n e e d e d .  T h e  ASAP o f f i c e  d o e s  a  g r e a t  j o b ,  a n d  t h o  s t a t e  i s  g e t t i n g  
e x c e l l e n t  b a n g  f o r  t h e  b u c k .  L e t ' s  n o t  c r i p p l e  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  T h a n k s

H a rv e y  G . Homan

/ ) a w ; .  A t ?



To: Senate Finance Committee

From: Suzan Cheeseman 

P .O . Box 6 7 15 0 1  

Chugiak, AK 9 9 567  

9 0 7 -6 8 8 -8 0 8 5  

b ch ee se@ q ci.n e t

Date: 4 / 1 3 /0 4

Re: Alcohol S a fe ty  Action Program (ASAP)

A s th is  bill has p rogressed  through various committees I  have been paying c lo se  attention to the 

funding fo r  ASAP. I t  appears that the majority o f the funds fo r  ASAP have been re sto red  but there  

has only been enough money placed in the personnel lir   ̂ to re sto re  7  o f the present 1 3  positions. T h is  

perhaps is  an oversight. However, oversight or not, th is  needs to be co rrected .

ASAP is  the agency that monitors drug and alcohol treatment fo r  the courts and DMV on 

misdemeanor ca se s . S ta te  sta tute  mandates that all D W I o ffen d ers be ordered to ASAP. The courts 

also order o ffe n d e rs to ASAP fo r  monitoring on DV A ssa u lts, D isorderly Conduct, Controlled Substance 

and Weapons o f fe n se s , Child Abuse and Neglect and numerous other misdemeanor ca se s involving alcohol 

o r drugs. W ithout fu ll sta ff in g  o f the present 1 3  positions, the numbers and kinds o f ca se s that can be 

monitored will be d ra stica lly  reduced leaving o ffen d ers with substance abuse issu e s without a monitoring 

body. T h e se  positions are cr it ica l fo r  proper monitoring and fo r  the sa fe ty  o f the community.

Please consider the consequences o f deleting so  many positions from th is  cr it ica l agency and place the 

positions back into the budget.

S in ce re ly ,

Suzan Cheeseman

mailto:bcheese@qci.net


A p t i ' i  Q . { 1 o o ^ \

TO: SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

RE: OPERATING BUDGET -  ALCOHOL SAFETY ACTION PROGRAM (ASAP)

DEAR SIR/MADAM:

I  URGE YOU TO RESTORE THE FUNDING AND ALL 13 PO SITIO N S TO THE ALCOHOL 
SAFETY ACTION PROGRAM (A S A P ). T H IS  IS  AN IMPORTANT AND WORTHWHILE 
PROGRAM WHERE PUBLIC SAFETY I S  CONCERNED.

9 9 3 0  W HITEFISH CIRCLE 
ANCHORAGE, AK 9 9 5 1 5  
d e h e n r y g p t i a l a s k a . n e t



F r o m :  J a m e s  S t a n t o n

1 1 7  W .  H a w o r t h  C i r  

W a s i l l a ,  A K  9 9 6 5 4  

9 0 7 - 3 5 7 - 0 7 1 3  

j s t a n t o n @ m t a o n l i n e . n e t

R e f :  A l c o h o l  S a f e t y  A c t i o n  P r o g r a m  ( A S A P )

I  h a v e  b e e n  w a t c h i n g  t h e  f u n d i n g  b i l l  p r o c e e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  h a v e  p a i d  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  

f u n d i n g  o f  A S A P .  I f  I  r e a d  t h e  f i g u r e s  c o r r e c t l y  y o u  h a v e  r e ­

f u n d e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  A S A P  b u t  o n l y  p l a c e d  e n o u g h  f u n d s  i n  t h e  

p e r s o n n e l  s e c t i o n  f o r  6  o f  t h e  1 3  p o s i t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y  h e l d  a t  

A S A P .  W h y  w o u l d  y o u  r e f u n d  a l m o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o g r a m  b u t  n o t  

p l a c e  t h e  f u n d s  i n  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b u d g e t ?

A S A P  i s  t h e  o n l y  a g e n c y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  m o n i t o r s  a l c o h o l  

r e l a t e d  m i s d e m e a n o r s .  T h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  c r i t i c a l  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  

m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  c a s e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  o f f e n d e r s  w i t h  i n  s u c h  a  

c r i t i c a l  a g e n c y .

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  d e l e t i n g  s o  m a n y  p o s i t i o n s  

a n d  p l a c e  t h e  l i n e  n u m b e r s  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  b u d g e t .

T o :  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

mailto:jstanton@mtaonline.net


April 1 3 , 2 0 0 4

I have just been informed that you want to cut five of the thirteen positions at the Anchorage 
ASAP office.

The ASAP offices are a vital part o f the safety o f the community and to cut any positions places 
all individuals— not just our clients— in a very precarious position. You should think about 
increasing the staff in our office due to the number of cases we handle on a daily basis.

There is a lot more to this job then you realize. Not only do we see clients regularly, and in 
some cases repeatedly, but we also work very closely with the agencies that provide the 
services to help the clients to lead more productive lives and contribute to the community. Our 
probation officers attend state court, municipal court and W ellness court on a weekly basis to 
keep the court informed on the status of the clients— whether they are making progress in their 
treatment or just blowing it off. To provide the information to the probation officers to take to 
court, it takes staff to keep in touch with the agencies to be able to provide the information the 
court needs to make a decision on how to best help the clients.

This office receives and sends as many as two or three hundred pages of documents, either 
through the mail, by fax, or delivered by the court or the clients. W e take in between seventy- 
five and one hundred telephone calls on any given day. To cut any o f these positions would be 
not only detrimental to the state o f Alaska, but to the community as a whole.

My job here started as a six month temporary position to help catch up on the workload, back on 
December 26, 2000. Since then the workload has steadily increased and my job is now a 
permanent position. I do not think cutting the ASAP program would be in the best interest o f the 
community or the state fo r that matter.

Please remain funding the ASAP program, including all staff required to maintain the sen/ices 
desperately need in this state.

D e a r  M e m b e r s  o f  th e  S e n a t e  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e :



^ACaska 'W om en ’s ^Resource C en te r
Cuo C Street, Suite i'J-1 ♦ Anchorage, 1VK 9 9 5 0 1  ♦ (9 0 7 ) 2 76 -0 5 2 8  ♦ fa x  (9 0 7 ) 279-P754

Ladies and Gentlemen.

I am deeply concerned by the proposed reductions in funding support for programs that assist individuals 
impacted by chemical dependency and family violence. We must think not only o f reducing expenses but 
also of protecting our community. A $600,000 reduction is too much for service agencies to absorb 
without significant loss o f service and safety provisions to victims throughout the slate. This reduction 
will not only impact the individuals and their families that utilize these services, but the community as a 
whole, as the negative repercussions o f untreated individuals strike our community.

Unfortunately this is a pay now or pay later situation. Either we continue to support treatment, 
rehabilitation and preventive programs or we increase support to criminal detention facilities. How many 
women and children must be hurt and families destroyed before we see their pain r.s our pain? Please 
work to find the necessary' funds to keep programs at level funding for PY05.

I ask you to revisit this topic as an individual that holds an executive level position within the community, 
serves as President o f a non-profit board, and someone who has seen first hand the pain that can be caused 
both inside and outside a family unit when a family member does not receive necessary treatment for 
chemical dependency and family violence.

Thank you.
Phcnie Miller
Board of Director’s
Alaska Women’s Resource Center



A P R IL -1 3 -2 0 0 4

RE: SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

RE: OPERATING BUDDGET FOR ASAP

TH IS IS  TO INFORM WHOM EVER THAT I 'M  REQUESTING ALL FUNDING TO BE RESTORED BACK 
TO ASAP BUDGET.AND FOR ALL 13 P O S IT O N 'S  FOR THE ASAP STAFF MEMEBERS TO BE 
RESTORED.ASAP MISDEMEANOR SERVICES MONITOR CLIENTS CASES FOR THE COURTS.AND 
NEEDS TO STAY IN  PLACE TO HELP THE COURTS STAY ON TOP OF THE STATUS OF WHAT THE 
CLIENTS IS  D O IN G .I ENJOY WORKING FOR THE ASAP O F F IC E . T H IS  IS  VERY AN IMPORTANT 
PROGRAM THAT WORK WITH THE COURT.

SINGCERELY



HB375

S u b je c t :  H B 3 7 5

D a te :  Wed, 14 Apr 2004 13:10:21 -0800 
F r o m :  The Venhaus Haus < robert.venhaus@ gci.nct> 

T o :  M IN D Y _ R O W L A I4 D @ L E G IS .S T A T E .A IC .U S

MINDY,

MY OPENION ON THE STATE'S OPERATING BUDGET IS THAT IT IS TIME THAT ALL THE LEGISLATORS AND 
GOVERNOR TAKE A PRUDENT SPENDING POLICY THAT EXPENSES DO NOT EXCEED REVENUE. GROWTH 
AT THE COST OF EXCESS STATE SPENDING IS NOT ALWAYS THE BEST WAY TO GO. ITS TIME WE ALL 
FACE THE FACT THAT USING DEBT GROWTH MONIES WE REACH THE POINT OF RETURN THAT INCOME 
WILL NOT SUBSTAIN NEW PROJECTS OR SPECIAL INTERERST PROGRAMS. I FAVOR A SPENDING LIMIT 
CAP ON OPERATING BUDGET ITEMS.

ROBERT VENHAUS 
600 WEST 76THAVE. #409 
ANCHORAGE, AK. 99518

907-346-1558

4/14/2004 8:14 I’M

mailto:robert.venhaus@gci.nct
mailto:MINDY_ROWLAI4D@LEGIS.STATE.AIC.US


H e l l o  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e ,

M y  n a m e  i s  R i c h a r d  W a r r i n g t o n  

I  a m  u r g i n g  t h e  S e n a t e  t o :

•  S u p p o r t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  F i s c a l  P l a n  t h a t  w i l l , e n s u r e  

a d e q u a t e  f i s c a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  s u p p o r t  s t a t e  s e r v i c e s  f o r  v u l n e r a b l e  

A l a s k a n s

•  F u l l y  f u n d  J a i l  A l t e r n a t i v e s  s e r v i c e s  p r o g r a m  i n  t h e  b a s e  S t a t e  

b u d g e t  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s  a n d  e x p a n d  t h e  

p r o g r a m  b e y o n d  A n c h o r a g e

•  R e s t o r e  f u n d i n g  t o  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  C o u r t  a n d  e x p a n d  c o u r t s  

b e y o n d  A n c h o r a g e

•  R e s t o r e  f u n d i n g  t o  s e v e r e l y  e m o t i o n a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  y o u t h  

s e r v i c e s  g r a n t s  i n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  t o  h e l p  

p r e v e n t  c h i l d r e n  b e i n g  s e n t  o u t  o f  s t a t e

•  R e s t o r e  f u n d i n g  f o r  s e r v i c e s  t o  s e r i o u s l y  m e n t a l  i l l  a d u l t s  i n  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

•  F u l l y  f u n d  A l a s k a  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  B o a r d  t o  a d v o c a t e  f o r  

A l a s k a n s  w i t h  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s  a n d  b r a i n  i n j u r e d

•  A d e q u a t e l y  f u n d  h o u s i n g  p r o g r a m s  f o r  A l a s k a n s  w i t h  

d i s a b i l i t i e s  o r  t h a t  a r e  h o m e l e s s

A l l  o f  t h i s  h e l p s  t h e  B r a i n  I n j u r e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e  a l s o ,  B r a i n  I n j u r y  

C o g n i t i v e  i m p a i r m e n t s  o v e r  l a p  t h e  o t h e r  s t y l e  o f  d i s a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  

a r e  u n d e r  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  A n d  A l a s k a  h a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  r a t e  o f  B r a i n  

I n j u r i e s  e a c h  y e a r .

T h e  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  B o a r d  a r e  w o r k i n g  a t  h e l p i n g  t h e  B r a i n  I n j u r e d  

a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  g e t t i n g  m o r e  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  s u r v i v o r s  s o  t h a t  

s u r v i v o r s  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  l e a v e  t h e  s t a t e  t o  g e t  t h e  a s s i s t a n t s  t h e y  

n e e d .

20 •(! 9108 802 106 ’ON X0d 011 IVNHH Wd 12:10 QBH 0002-H-HdU
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My name is Diane Ivy-Dahlin and I ’m the Youth C ourt C oordinator in my 
community and requesting your support for funding for youth court program s State 
wide.

I
W rangell Youth C ourt program  has become one of our community’s fastest 
growing youth led diversionary program s, developed in May of 2001 a t a time when 
ou r juvenile crim e ra te  was 30%  higher than a neighboring community, and 
juveniles did not have an option other than the traditional court systems.

Since the inception of this program  less than 3 years ago our first time offender 
juvenile crim e rate  has dropped more than 30%, and our youth m embership has 
more than  quadrupled.

Alaskan Youth C ourt Program s are empowered by the Alaska State law. This 
opportunity allows, youth to volunteer and make a positive difference in their 
Communities, offer an alternative adjunction and sentencing procedure, to decrease 
juvenile crime, target Issues around drug, inhalant and alcohol abuse and lower 
recidivism am ongst young offenders as well as to involve youth in implementing 
restorative justice.

Youth C ourt program s ease the case load o f the district and superior courts, 
juvenile probation ofFices and school districts. Youth Offenders are dealt with 
quickly, effectively by peer judgm ent and w ork to restore broken tru s t to victims, 
families, the ir community, and accept responsibility to correct mistakes made early 
in life.

N ot only are  youth court program s cost effective, but when com pared to the cost o f 
one incarceration for one juvenile offender those cost can be g reater th an  the 
necessary to run  one youth court program  for an entire year.

State and Nation Wide, Youth C ourt Program s have proven to be a success.

Youth are given the opportunity exercise and be involved with positive structured 
activities, volunteerism, youth leadership, mentoring, citizenship, active in their 
communities, held accountable, alternative career opportunities, an opportunity to 
understand our Constitution and Bill of Rights.

These program s build healthy relationships and healthy choices tha t will effect 
youth the rest of their lives and help build collaborative relationships w ith, courts, 
law enforcement, schools, youtb, parents, business and community.

-7~'■>■> Q l & n t  V't*  /y ja /c J t
In closing, I —courage each at  y ou to see if  th tic fa  a  ju u th  cou rt p rogram In ye a r
community an d to iisttu  to w h a tthcsi. futu n  k a t h n  ha ve to offer.

7 £6>ui4-). /7) 4?/7<s/

M euse. ,  ' 6

Thank You Mr. Chairman and members of the committee for your time:

/

TOTAL P .01
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C a t h o l i c

Social Services ________________
225 Cordova Street • Anchorage, Alaska 99501 • (907) 277-2554 • fix (907) 272-7370 • atholiMOciilscrvicea^csj-akorg

www.cssiluka.org

A p r i l  14, 2004

S ena to r L y d a  G reen 

S tate C ap ito l.

Juneau, A K  99801

D e a r S ena to r G reen :

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  g iv in g  C a th o lic  S o c ia l S e rv ices  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  te s t ify  on the  fa te  o f  the 
H u m a n  S erv ices  M a tc h in g  G ra n t. A s  I  m e n tio n e d  las t n ig h t, th e  p ro p o se d  re d u c t io n  w i l l  
n e g a tiv e ly  im p a c t th e  l e ve l o f  se rv ice  w e  are ab le  to  p ro v id e  those  in  need in  S o u th ce n tra l 

A la ska .

Y o u  hea rd  c o m p e llin g  te s t im o n y  fr o m  th re e  o f  o u r p ro g ra m s : B ro th e r  F ra n c is  S he lte r, St. 

F ra n c is  H o u se  and C la re  H o u s e  c o n c e rn in g  h o w  the  re d u c tio n  in  the  H u m a n  S erv ices 
M a tc h in g  G ra n t w i l l  a f fe c t th e ir  c lie n ts , and the  c o m m u n ity .

W c  re s p e c tfu lly  re ques t th a t y o u  re s to re  th e  fu n d in g  to  th e  le v e l th a t th e  H o u s e  F in a n ce  

C o m m itte e  re com m ended .

C o m m u n ity  D e v e lo p m e n t D ire c to r

C C : S e na to r W ilk e n

S ena to r B u n d c  
S ena to r D y s o n  
S ena to r S tevens 
S ena to r H o ffm a n  
S ena to r O lso n

S in ce re ly .

I Adoption • Beyond Shelter • Brother Francii Sbdtcr/AnchotAf'C • Brother Francis Shelter/Kodiak • Charlie Elder House • GareHoure 
Immigration flt Refugee Scrviccj • McAuley Manor • Pregnancy Support Service* • Special Needs Savicci • 5t. Frincit Home

http://www.cssiluka.org
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RE; SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

RE: OPERATING BUDDGET FOR ASAP

THIS IS  TO INFORM WHOM EVER THAT I 'M  REQUESTING ALL FUNDING TO BE RESTORED BACK 
TO ASAP BUDGET.AND FOR ALL 13 POSITON'S FOR THE ASAP STAFF MEMEBERS TO BE 
RESTORED.ASAP MISDEMEANOR SERVICES MONITOR CLIENTS CASES FOR THE COURTS.AND 
NEEDS TO STAY IN PLACE TO HELP THE COURTS STAY ON TOP OF THE STATUS OF WHAT THE 
CLIENTS IS  DOING.I ENJOY WORKING FOR THE ASAP OFFICE. THIS IS  VERY AN IMPORTANT 
PROGRAM THAT WORK WITH THF. COURT.

SINGCERELY
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Ladies and Gentlemen.

I am deeply concerned by the proposed reductions in funding support for programs that assist individuals 
impacted by chemical dependency and family violence. We must think not only of reducing expenses but 
also of protecting our community. A S600.000 reduction is too much for service agencies to absorb 
without significant loss of service and safety provisions to victims throughout the stale. This reduction 
will not only impact the individuals and their families that utilize these services, but the community as a 
whole, ns the negative repercussions of untreated individuals strike our community.

Unfortunately this is a pay now or pay later situation. Cither we continue to support treatment, 
rehabilitation and preventive programs or we increase support to criminal detention facilities. How many 
women and children must be huit and families destroyed before we see their pain as our pain? Please 
work to find the necessary funds to keep programs at level funding for PY05.

I ask you to revisit this topic as an individual that holds an executive level position within the community, 
serves as President of a non-profit board, and someone who has seen first hand the pain that can be caused 
both inside and outside a family unit when a family member does not receive necessary treatment for 
chemical dependency and family violence.

Thank you,
Phenic Miller
Hoard of Director’s
Alaska Women’s Resource Center

J4Casfca 'W om en ’s 'Resource Center
6io CStreet, Suite sA ♦ Anchorage, A.'K nosoi ♦ (0 0 7 )2 7 6  05^  » fax (0 07) 279-6754
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April 13, 2004

Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

I have just been informed that you want to cut five of the thirteen positions at the Anchorage 
ASAP office.

The ASAP offices are a vital part of the safety of the community and to cut any positions places 
all individuals— not just our clients— in a very precarious position. You should think about 
increasing the staff in our office due to the number of cases we handle on a daily basis.

There is a lot more to this job then you realize. Not only do we see clients regularly, and in 
some cases repeatedly, but we also work very closely with the agencies that provide the 
services to help the clients to lead more productive lives and contribute to the community. Our 
probation officers attend state court, municipal court and Wellness court on a weekly basis to 
keep the court informed on the status of the clients— whether they are making progress in their 
treatment or just blowing it off. To provide the information to the probation officers to take to 
court, it takes staff to keep in touch with the agencies to be able to provide the information the 
court needs to make a decision on how to best help the clients,

This office receives and sends as many as two or three hundred pages of documents, either 
through the mail, by fax, or delivered by the court or the clients. We take in between seventy- 
five and one hundred telephone calls on any given day. To cut any of these positions would be 
not only detrimental to the state of Alaska, but to the community as a whole.

My job here started as a six month temporary position to help catch up on the workload, back on 
December 26, 2000. Since then the workload has steadily increased and my job is now a 
permanent position. I do not think cutting the ASAP program would be in the best interest of the 
community or the state for that matter.

Please remain funding the ASAP program, including all staff required to maintain the services 
desperately need in this state.
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207 E. Northern Lights, #112 
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April 13, 2004

Senator Lyda Green, Co-Chair 
Senate Finance Committee 
State Capitol Building, Room 520 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Green:

This letter is regarding the reduction in funding and the addition o f the Mat-Su 
area in sharing the Human Services Matching Grant. Currently, the Anchorage 
Neighborhood Health Center receives $134,000 annually to support our dental 
clinic. Over 50% of the patients we see are below 100% of poverty and 
uninsured. Many o f our patients come from the Mat-Su Valley, Seward, and 
the Kenai Peninsula because dentists in those communities don’t participate in 
Medicaid or accept low-income patients.

Governor Murkowski had HSMG funding in his budget in the amount o f $1 
million and the House has $1.16 million so Mat-Su can get funding while 
holding Fairbanks and Anchorage harmless. That small amount of money is 
supporting the health and social services safety network for Fairbanks and 
Anchorage. The basics of food, shelter, health care and legal services are 
critical to people who are poor and vulnerable.

As a community health center, ANHC is barely surviving due to cuts in other 
programs such as Denali KidCare, Medicare, and VA. As those programs are 
reduced, more and more people are dropping into the safety net. That safety 
net is about to break and then where will your constituents go for care? I can 
tell you that going to the emergency room will be a costly waste o f time since 
they do not perform dental services.

I would be happy to partner with you, other legislators, Mayor Begich and the 
agencies to discuss how Anchorage and Fairbanks can resolve this issue within 
the community. In the meantime, please restore the HSMG to at least the 
Governor’s request so we can continue sewing the community.

Sincerely,

Joan L. Fisher 
Executive Director

cc: Senator Gary Wilken 
Senator Con Bunde 
Senator Fred Dyson 
Senator Ben Stevens

A n c h o r a g e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  
- O u r  C a r e  i s  C e n t e r e d  o n  Y ou  ~
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To Senate Kin ante Committee
From: Carter Crawford Ipc-ccrawfordrttjgei.eom / * )  / T k m U . ^  ^

Please restore tlic Community Block Grant to full (umling of $1.2 million. In my 
last teleconference, Rep Hawker said it was back up anil now I understand you have 
cut it 40% again. Please to the information I have sent down in the past.

You will only save state dollars temporarily. And then you are in for a painful 
escalation in costs for state- mandated services that the grant was providing at 25% 
of the cost.

Most of you champion private enterprise and an economy based on private sector 
employment. Cutting (he Community Grant goes against everything I thought you 
stood for, including adding to the costs and services of one your leasl favorite 
agencies, the State MSS.

By restoring full funding you will:

Provide more service

Provide local jobs

Reduce community health and social problems 

Reduce state costs,

11 docs not get any better than dial.

(J)
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The community lost the potential to generate $459,466, $769,652, and $1,287,480 of other funds, project Income and in-klnd contributions in FY0243-04 respectively, due to Insufficient state funding.
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pig Brother# Big SUIers Match children In need of Additional aduk attention with adult volunteers. $60,000 $019,862
Faktranke Community Food 
Bank

Collect local euipius food ana give It to people who need U, through agencies who 
ore trained to Identify arvd respond to those needs. $50,000 $2,052,000

Alaska Lsqal Eervfoea Com.
Provide legal assistance to lowlncoma famhle* (thoeo with Incomes below 126% 
of poverty level) In ccril cates such as housing, Income, public assistance benefits, 
health care end family law. $50,000 $80.50£

Interior Community Health 
Center

Pravldo prevenUUve & primary health care sendees on a aWhg foe schedule to 
low & moderate Income people. I$50,000 $154,000

North Ster Council on Aqlnq
Deliver hof heellhy meals to homobound olders living Within the FNSB, to Include 
frown moal service on weekends. S50.000 $268,343

North Star Youth Court
Operate community-hasod juvenile justice diversion and victim offendor media Iron 
program. $50,000 $181,803

Interior AIDS Association
Provide a full service, methadone maintenance treatment program to opiate 
dependent persons. (Requested S40.SS8 but only $31,014 w n available) $31,014 $139,718

VH*;!

■■ ■,
1. J .  . ;• ■

Interior AIDS ASBOclolkin 1Balance of request not funded $18,544 $0

National Senior Servlco Corps
Support transportation needs of senior citizen* volunteering their time through 
Foaler Grandparents. Senior Companions, and RSVP programs. $50,000 $314,014

Hospice of the Tanana Valley
Provide Patient Cere Services and support to terminally III people and their loved 
one,. Provide Bereavement Services, education, Information and training on 
Issues relating to death and dyino. grief and loss. $50,000 ' $535,134

ACCa

Provldo eerty Intervention sendees to children, ego birth to three, In social service, 
custody who begin life with medical, biological or social risks and who experience 
developmental delays. $50,000 $10,225

BreeaUna, Inc.
Foed people through the Soup Kitchen, operate a day labor program, and supply 
donated etnthlnq and other houaehold goods to those In need. $48,500 $115,100

Fairbanks Nnllve Association
Provldo a van service that picks up public Inebriates end subetenco abusers, 
assesses their condition, and transports them to an appropriate facility. $50,000 $159,254

Qoys& Girls Club of tho 
Janflna Valley

Provfda an aifordaolo summer day camp program where youth ages 8-12 
participate In programs and activities designed to encourage academic and social 
devetopmonl, positive choices, Increased self esteem and competence.

-i-----1

$50,000 $70,276

Falihonks Counseling 4 
Adoption

Engage at-rlsk youlh ages 14-18 In the positive physical anti emotional oheltengo* 
o( wfldemoss adventure leading to the cessation of substance abuse, achievement 
of physical fltoeso and school/]ob retention culminating In an Increased capacity for 
email no a positive pro-social outlook on life. $35.00C $84,438

. .217,410

rqi«l.pr.ojFci.H«quortfpr.FY2<).Q4 w fA J'& ztutf.*:.-: . VT.'m ji WM.V58’. . ' $8,112,807.
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cur and sell it. And make (he line for someone who knowingly loans/rents etc a car 
to (lie convicted subject to a S 10,1)000 fine as well,

ALL OF TH E ABOVE IS CONSTRUCTIVE, BUT BASED ON NEGATIVE 
EVENTS. NOW I WANT TO SHIFT TO A VERY POSITIVE USE OF STATE 
FUNDS, AN INVES TMENT IN LOCAL HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 
THAT WILL SAVE THE STATE HUGE SUMS OF MONEY.

This is the Community Matching (Irani program. I am in private industry, a hard- 
nosed fiscally conservative Republican who has championed this piece of legislation 
for years. I became familiar with it when I volunteered for the I1S8 Commission, 
agreed to earl) morning meetings, was the only one to attend all meetings and 
became Chair.

I was absolute!) a ma/.ed at what these non-profits were accomplishing on very 
limited budgets, nml what they were saving (he state. The formula was and is real 
simple. Low salaries, tons of volunteers and donated materials, a combination of 
local, state, private and some fcdcrnLfnmling. an intense review process, and strong 
boards 'tl r i i lng rcsuijs. _

With some improvements from the Commission, they became far more fiscally 
responsive, requests were based on documented needs and each agency had to 
document success in order to receive future funding.

The range of s e n  ices for the agencies receiving funding is broad, hut due to 
declining revenues, becomes restricted to the top social problems in Fairbanks as 
defined by the United Way studies.

Alcoholism, domestic violence, health and well-being of children, food and shelter, 
and care for the elderly.

In each and every case, the agencies supply these service at a minimum of 25% of 
tlu^eost of a stale agency. And in each and even' ease these agencies PREVENT , 
eoslslo tho state in adjudication and or incarceration and in.stitutionalKutionT’'

THE COMMUNITY MATCHING HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES GRANT 
HAS BECOME THE MODEL FOR A STATE, LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND 
NON-PRO I* 11 COLLABORATION. The state provides the foundation, the 
borough, in our ease, matches it 30% and the non-profits must provide both cost 
effective services, hut also a strong volunteer match as well. And each year the use 
is evaluated twice, once during the year and once at yoar-end.

The Governor has proposed to continue the Community Grant, but at n lower level 
than 04, hut it now includes the Mat-Su region for separate funding. This means
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that the .same dol lars niiisl now include an approximate 15 %  increase (20,000 Iiti) 
in the num ber  of homes represented by the three areas.

Not only will this end up costing the State more money as more people in need mid 
more offenders slip through the cracks,  hot  there is a real risk that  some agencies 
may fold. '  I

The  subject  of  Knith-Hascd Service providers  has been suggested, not  only to relieve 
the state of its funding, but  also In expand the services provided, Everyone supports  
the growth of  more services provided by (he communities. Rut  none of these groups 
is prepared to take on tin responsibility of professional services, and most a rc  t rying 
to replace the num ber  of people no longer served tine to funding cuts.

I;inall> I w ill depart  from the views of most of my hss friends is support ing no 
reinstatement  of the Longevity Bonus. Those t ruly in need will get the Slate aid they 
need, and if they a re  too p roud to ask, then so be it. I saw the complaints in three 
categories. First the group for whom no a mount  of preplanning could take care  of  
their basic needs. Second (he group of  "haves” who are  simply really angry at the 
slate for not row a id ing  them for all their  years of ha rd  work,  support  for the state 
etc. The third group,  which is the largest, are the greedy ‘how dare  you take my 
cushion for which I did not  plan because Uncle Alaska would provide my 
enti tlement” group. I am 65 and when I was 21 my father  said do not count  on 
Social Security for ret i rement  living. 1 did not, I sacrificed, I saved, and every yc;n I 
w ill get SSS I will he ever so grateful. It is somewhat  amusing that  these seniors 
suffer the same mentality as our  Gen X and Y’ers. Ami (hat of  course extends to (ho 
supporte rs  of  full) funding the Dividend.

Follow ing is some lengthy documentat ion of facts related to the Grant .

IT IS AN INVESTMENT.

IT SAVES T H E  STATE MONEY . ..IN RO TIl  DIRECT COSTS OK 
AD.Il DILATION, INCARCERATION AND INSTITUTIONALIZATION.

IT SAVES H IE  STATE MONEY RY PROVIDING SERVICES T H A T  T H E  
STA TE WOULD HAVE T O  PROVIDE AT AK T H E  COST.

11 SAVES THE STATE MONEY ItY PROVIDING PREVENTION SERVICES.

IT IS HIE  MOS T C OST EFFECTIVE WAY T O  DELIV ER SERVICE.

I T HAS A POW K.KKUL KOI RY LO W E RING T H E  NEED FOR S TATE 
SERN ICES AND EMPLOYEES.
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April 13,2004

Message to the Senate Finance Committee and the Interior Delegation

The nonprofit human service agencies in the Fairbanks North Star Borough work exceedingly 
well together, as partners, to offer the best, unduplicalcd services to individuals that money can 
buy. However, if  that money is insufficient or nonexistent, the staff and ultimately the services,
HAVE BF.EN cut and WILL BE cut in the future. Basic needs such as adult literacy from Adult 
Learning Programs of Alaska or Literacy Council of Alaska, food from the Food Bank, primary 
and preventative medical care from the Interior Community Health Center, legal advice and 
referral from Alaska Legal Services, and mentors from Big Brothers Big Sisters, WILL go unmet 
if  this Community Matching Block Grant Funding is cut now or in the future.

tUTYMltSfsJ'SS faut,?,
I work with the individuals who depend on these basic services as they try to work on their 
GBD’s or try to get a job. If their stomachs are aching from lack of food, or they don’t have tho 
money to pay for dental work in their mouths, they don’t do well studying or obtaining a job no 
matter how hard they try.

If Inc Community Matching Block Grant Funding is cut the whole community suffers because of 
a reduced quality o f life for ALL children and adults, If services arc cut, the hopelessness and 
frustration is not just felt by those who are attempting to better their lives, but also by those o f us 
who are just trying to provide service to increase the education levels, healthy lifestyles, and 
safety of the community.

In the Alaska Slate Constitution, it is written, “the Legislature shall provido for public welfare.”
If we cut the funds which provide service to the most needy of our community, how is that 
"providing for public welfare?”

My request from you tonight is to raise the Health and Social Services Matching Block Grant 
amount to at least 1.16 million and to continue this funding instead of phasing it out.
Thank you.

Submitted by:

-Ms. Jackie Dcbcvec 
3662 Uardluck Drive 
Fairbanks, AK 99709 
(907) 452-6434x21 
i d cbcvectivhul ul 11 cam i n e . o re

Group Affiliation:
Arctic Alliance (Vice President)
Adult Learning Programs o f Alaska (Recruitment and Retention Coordinator)
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Fairbanks North Star Borough Health & Social Services
 _____________________________________________________________ Commission

520 Fifth Ave. PO Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 997 07-1267 (907) 459-1474 FAX (907) 459*1280

MEMORANDUM
Senate Finance Committee

__ rdf)
Carrie Dershin, Chair, Health and Social Services Commission 

April 13, 2004 

Subject: Community Matching Block Grant

On behalf of the Fairbanks North Star Borough Health and Social Services Commission, I am expressing our support 
of the Community Matching Grant. As a follow up to my testimony, I am including a brief report on the community 
impact of the Human Services Community Matching Grant. This will further illustrate the need to continue this vital 
grant program.

It is my hope that you are already well aware of the impact that these funds have on the delivery of essential human 
services within our community. These range from hot meals and emergency food boxes to attainable health care to 
youth leadership and mentoring. The services that are provided by our local non-profits are non-dupllcative, efficient 
and cost-effective.

In FY03, state funds of $312,083 combined with the Borough allocation of $184, 291 leveraged a total community 
value of $4,946,767 when other sources of funds and the value of In-kind donations are considered. In short, these 
funds provided a value to the community fourteen times that of the actual grant dollars allocated.

The need to preserve this grant and the impact that these funds have in our community is significant. The health and 
care of our community is critical to the overall growth and development of our future. Unfortunately the future of the 
Community Matching Grant is at risk. Since FY02, state funding for the Community Matching Grant has decreased 
42%. With the Mat-Su Borough now eligible for the funding as well, this reduces the amount coming into our 
community even further. The current proposal that you have on the table is such a significant loss. Rather than the 
combined total of $331, 014 coming to agencies as (n FYG4, we could see less than $190,000. This roughly 
translates Into only four local agencies that could receive this grant. This is down from the eleven agencies of two 
years ago. This significantly impacts our community's ability to: deliver hot meals to homebound elders, provide legal 
assistance to low income families, offer juvenile justice alternatives, help with dental needs to low Income residents, 
welcome kids into a 9afe after school program and provide an emergency shelter and crisis response to homeless 
youth. All of the agencies that provide these services would not be funded under the proposed Senate budget.

The House has recommended an increase of the Governor's budget to total $1,159,000. I ask that the 
Senate do the same. The need for services is going to continue to Increase. Our safety net which has 
been held together by our local non-profits Is continuing to be stretched and could lose its strength without 
the necessary fiscal support from our state and our local community. The Human Services Community 
Matching Grant is an tjxcepiionally cost-effective use of public dollars that exemplifies the deeply rooted 
philosophy of neighbors helping neighbors. Thank you for the valuable work that you do and for your 
continued and future support keeping our communities healthy and well.

Q

To;

From:

Date:



3R -14-04 WED 10:46 AM FBX LEG IS INFORMATION FAX NO. 9074563346
P. 08

F j i ^ a n ^ l l o r t h  S t a r  
f o r o i i g h  / ¥ ’
H t a l t h  &  S o c i a l
S e r v i c e s  C o m m i s s i o n  m 

G r a n t  F u n d s  W e r e  D i s t r i b u t e d  t o  E l e v e n  N o n - p r o f i t  A g e n c i e s

w m

ACCA
Alaska Legal Services Corporation 
Big Brothers / Big Sisters 
Fairbanks Community Food Bank 
Fairbanks Native Association 
Hospice of the Tanana Valley 
Interior AIDS Association >-

Interior Community Health Center 
National Senior Service Corps 
North Star Council on Aging 
North Star Youth Court

F u n d i n g  L e v e r a g e

m p w ,
inpomfegi

¥  I ■1 1. . ■  ,i. - j g r J U ( na i m  j.11

i f f i M t M n w n i

K - ;

$5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0

$4,500,030 

$4,000,000

$3,500,000

$3,000,000

$2,500,000

$2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0

$1,500,000

$1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0

$500,000

$-

$312,083 $184,291

Stale Funds Borough Funds Agency
Leverage

• Distributed 1,360,798 pounds of food to hungry people using 16,147 volunteer hours
• Homebound seniors received 38,480 hot meals delivered to their home
• 2,081 low income individuals received primary and preventative medical care services
• 366 terminally ill people and their loved ones received direct care and support
• 250 individuals received legal advice and referrals for housing, family law, health, and income 

maintenance problems
• 522 children spent time with their Big Brother / Big Sister, enriching their lives with adult attention 

and support; over 68% showed improvement In school performance
• 92 youth were arraigned in youth court, diverting work from the formal juvenile justice system; 

youth defendants paid $3,086 in restitution and contributed 1,615 hours of community service
• Provided transportation for 3,809 senior volunteer Irips from their residences to 27 active 

workstations
• Community Service Patrol drivers picked-up and transported 1386 public inebriates

s >
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Bio Brothers Bki Sislerc Match children In need of additional adult attention with adult volunteers. $50,000 $019,662
Fairbanks Community Food 
Bank

Colled local surplus food and give it to people who natd H, through agencies who 
aro trained lo Identify nnd respond to thoso needs. $50,000 $2,052,000

Alaska Lonal Services Corp.
Provide logoi assistance to (ow-tncomq famillos (thoso with Incomes below 125% 
ot poverty kwel) In civil cosos such as housing, income, public assistance benefits, 
haallh core and family law. $50,000 $80,508

Interior Communily Health 
Conlor

Provide preventative & primary health cano services on a sliding fee schedule lo 
tow & moderate Irramo people. $50,000 $184,000

North Slar Council on Aqir.q
Deliver hoi healthy meals lo homebound eldere living within tho FNSB, to Include 
frozen meal service on wookends. $50,000 S2G8.343

North Star Youth Court
Operate community-based Juvonile Justice diversion and victim offender modietion 
program. 150,000 $161,896

Interior AIDS Association
Provldo a full service, methadone maintenance Ireatmenl program to opialo 
dependent persons. (Requested $49,556 bul only $31,014 was available) S31,014 $130,718

r ’
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Interior AIDS Assodntlon Balance of request not funded 116,544 so

National Senior Service Corps
Support transportation needs of senior citizens volunteering their lime Ihrough 
Fooler Grondparonlc, Sonlor Companions, and RSVP pmgtom6. 150,000 $314,014

Hospice of tlte Tnnana Volloy
Provldo Patient Care Services and support lo terminally 111 people and their loved 
ono6. Provide Bereavement Services, education, Information and (raining on 
issues relating lo death and dying, grief and loss. $50,000 *535,134

ACCA
Provldo early Intervention services lo children, age birth to throe, In social services 
custody who begin life wtlh medical, biological or social risks and who experience 
developmental delays. <50,000 $10,225

Brond Uno, Inc.
Food pooplo through the Soup Kitchen, operate a day labor program, ond supp*/ 
donated dothlng and other household gotxfs to those In need. $48,500 *115.139

Foirbanko Nativo Association
Provide a van service that picks up public Inebriates and subslonce abusers, 
assesses their condition, and transports them to an appropriate facility. *50,000 *169,254

Boys&Gitlc Club oftliu 
Tenann Vnltey

Provide an afferdohla summer day comp program where youth ages 6-12 
porlicipnte In programs and nctiviiies designed to encourage academic and social 
development, positive choices. Increased self esteem ond competence $50,000 $79,275

Fairbanks Councollno & 
Adoption

Engage at-risk youth ages 14-18 In lhe positive physical and omotional dtallonges 
of wildomoss adventure loading lo the cessation of subitanco abuse, achievement 
of physical fitness ond schoot/job rotention culminating In an Increased capadty for 
creatinq a positive pro-social oullook on Itfo. $35,000 $04,439

r *  - h & t ;
— -jr...-; • ’V T ./  - ’’ Ijy

’ * * 1
. ■* •JlS'T'- .'fr-V. iV.Js.-4,



APR-14-04 WED 10:48 AM FBX LEGIS INFORMATION
FAX NO, 9074563346 P.

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE TESTIMONY ON THE BUDGET 

April 13, 2004

To: Senate Finance Committee
Re: Budget
From: Taber Rehboum, Arctic Alliance for People

Personal address: P.O. Box 438, Ester AK 99725 taher@mosauitonel.com 458-0423

I would like to strongly urge the Senate Finance Cornmitteo to increase tho amount designated 
for tho Health and Social Sen/ices Community Matching Block Grant to no less than $1,160 
million, the amount that would accommodate funding Mat-Su programs without further reductions 
to the Fairbanks nnd Anchorage portions. I would also urge you to abandon the language calling 
for n phase out of this program. My understanding Is that this language Initially originated in n 
House Finance committee. The House, acknowledging the Importance of tho Block grant, has 
since removed that language.

Tho programs funded through the Block grant save the State money - many timos ovor tho smnll 
General Fund component * medicaid dollars, corrections dollars - public assistance dollars, etc. 
The process used to fund (he programs Is extremoly efficient (a volunteer commission in 
Folrbanks, for example) and keeps the programs and agencies fully accountable.
The exacting nature of the grant process ensures that each program clearly Identifies the need, 
dovelops the methodology lo address that need, shares all budget and management information, 
and provides measurable positive outcomes to show that the funds aro having an impact. 
Missions and measures - outcome-based funding - this is the clearest oxampie that the State has 
-  and its working!
The programs funded through the Block grant also have on economic impact on our community 
by crealing jobs and reducing the need for local intervention services (police calls, emergency 
room visits, etc). The Stale dollars are leveraged to bring much more money into the 
community -  and that leveraging is magnified by the use of volunteers and in-klnd contributions.

Please bring the Senate numbers up to the $1,160 million that the House has sot forth for this 
grant. Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Mat-Su are depending on this money, and thousands of 
Alaskans will benefit from the services funded by this grant.

Cutting or eliminating this program will cost the slate a great deal -  in real dollars and in lost 
human potontlal. Help us continue to make this State a wonderful placo to live. Fully fund tho 
HSCMBGnt $1,160,000

mailto:taher@mosauitonel.com
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Please enter into tho record m y  testimony lo the Sf*n*h. f  _
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RE: Don’t Cut State Parks Budget

Dear Senate Finance Committee Members:

I have been serving as a member of the Mat-Su State Parks Citizen's Advisory Board 
since 1998, have been a user of State Parks since 1980, and for the sixth year in a row I 
feel the compelling need to speak out about cuts to the State Parks Budget. I am very 
aware of the fiscal problems within the State of Alaska; however, I am dismayed that the 
legislature each year continues to starve State Parks of adequate funding necessary to 
maintain the parks in a safe manner.

Slate Parks is cur. ently and has been woefully under funded for the past decade. The 
band aids for this problem have been to use volunteers, contract out some of the state 
parks to private business and to initiate user fees. Using volunteers and contracting out 
parks are problematic and not a viable long term solution for these reasons:

1) Volunteers need training and staff supervision. Volunteers are not able to 
address Park regulation issues or enforce regulations. Staff must be available to 
supervise and assist volunteers.

2) Contracting out the Parks to private enterprise reduces the amount of revenue to 
the State. Maintenance and care of the Parks is not consistent. Private 
enterprise has been known to leave in the middle of a season because they 
either can't handle managing the park or discover there is little revenue to be 
made. There is no law enforcement available to private enterprise unless they 
call the State Troopers.

User fees are an appropriate means of raising revenue to maintain State Parks, 
however, State Parks do not always get to keep the revenue made and each year the 
legislature argues over what the parks should receive. I am tired of the old argument 
that the constitution does not allow you, our legislators to ded/cate funds.
If the State Parks bring In the revenue through receipts each year then it can be 
determined each year during budget time that they are allowed to keep the receipts.
Our State Parks personnel should be given support and incentives to generate revenue 
through fees and rewarded by being able to use these fees to sustain our parks. State 
Parks deferred maintenance costs are out of this world and have been neglected long 
enough. Would you want one of your family, friends or relatives falling through an 
outhouse hole? That happened not long ago. We have the largest State Park system in 
the country with an operational budget at approx. 5.2 million. That is a steal! State 
Parks are looking shabby and unkempt, our residents and tourists notice this and so 
should you. Public health and safety is being compromised and will result in liability to 
the State due to reduced staffing. State Parks are for Alaskans first, step up !o the plate 
and declare enough Is enough. Leave the operating budget as it is and let the Parks 
keep their receipts! If you need to cut spending, consider cutting the legislature's 
budget It has been increased each year.

373-6414
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Elfrida N ord, form er Chief, Section o f  Nursing, for 12 years, now  happily retired.
\ l u  A \ g_-o W a V 'O f S C o  ‘W s w -

M adam C hair and M em bers o f  the Senate Finance Committee; thank you for the 

opportunity to speak.

At a m inim um  I urge you to ateo- add back the $770,000 for Public Health Nursing 

that the House Finance Com m ittee approved. A  look at history w ill tell you that 

transitioning o f  clients has been occurring and PHN basically serve those that are 

not going to transition for a num ber o f  reasons, largely, age, lack o f  funds and 

confidentiality. Public Health N urses provide very different services than the 

private sector and the Health Corporations. Public Health services are not 

synonym ous with individual m edical services It is the client, in this case m any o f  

the villagers w ho will not get needed services.

PHNs have long advocated that their clients have a medical hom e and are 

com plem entary, no t in com petition with the private sector or H ealth Corpora ions.

The loss o f  Public Health Nurse aides may result in loss o f  program s like infant car 

seat program  and decreased outreach to M edicaid eligible children, as well as 

forcing the highly skilled PHN to do a lot o f  tasks that som eone w ith less skills 

could do. Generalist PHN positions were saved from cuts because they can

A p r i l  1 3 , 2 0 0 4  t e s t i m o n y  a t  b u d g e t  h e a r i n g .



provided reduced public health services w hereas the aides cannot provide the 

services that protect the public’s health such as com m unicable disease control.

This restructuring plan is not being done because it is a reasonable thing to do, it is 

an appearance o f  creating the least am ount o f  disruption o f  services to the public. It 

is being driven by potential loss o f  resources, no t reasonable planning. This 

doesn’t m ake sense from a vital program  point o f  view  keeping in m ind that there 

is a Constitutional m andate under A rticle Vlj) for the state to provide public health 

services. Tw o years ago the Legislature w as convinced through the “Back to 

Basics” increm ent that the nursing com ponent needed more resources and provided 

about h a lf  o f  w hat was requested. N ow  the proposal is to cut 4 tim es w hat was 

clearly needed only 2 years ago. I f  cuts like this are necessary for a balanced 

budget, then it is time to look for new  resources. Thanks for listening to me.
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Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Tclcph nc (907) 277-5100 
Facsimile (907) 277-9896April 12,2004

Hon. Lyda Green, Co-chair 
Hon. Gary Wilken, Co-chair 
Alaska Senate Finance Committee 
Capitol, Room 518 
Juneau, A laska 99801 HAND-DELIVERED

Re: Operating Budget, Dept, o f Community & Economic D evelopm ent 
— Alaska Legal Services Corporation

Dear Senators Green and Wilken:

I am writing in su p p o rt o f  the House budget bill’s inclusion o f  $125,000 for the 
Alaska Legal Services Corporation, in the Departm ent o f Community and Economic 
Developm ent’s FY 2005 operating budget. This bill is currently in your com mittee, and I 
strongly urge you to retain, or raise, that amount for ALSC.

This appropriation is crucial to the continuing civil-law legal services that ALSC 
provides to A laska’s low-income people, including seniors, families, battered spouses, 
and the typically disadvantaged. It thus helps the functioning o f  the justice sysicm, itself.

For the last three decades, I have closely observed the operations o f  ALSC, as a 
member o f  its board o f  directors. And I can assure you that the state gets the most “bang 
for the buck” from its financial aid to this corporation -  efficiency! Its lawyers and 
support staff work for nominal wages, and put in great amounts o f  uncom pensated 
overtime, because o f  their commitment to the principle o f equal access to justice.

In advance, I thank you for your efforts and for your consideration o f  this matter -  
to the benefit o f  all Alaskans.

cc: Greg Razo, Pres., and Andy Harrington, Exec. Dir., ALSC

mailto:law@dillonfindley.com


H B  375

Subject: IIB  375
D a te :  Tue, 13 Apr 2004 16:28:58 -0800 
From: "BOB CONGDON" < afrec@ uaa.alaska.edu>

To: M indy_RowIand@ Icgis.statc.ak.us
C C : afnkb@ uaa.alaska.edu, ffmlj@ uaf.edu, ltcdcrs@ alaska.edu, bwaUs@apea-afl.org 

H onorable  Members o f  th e  S en a te  F in an ce  Com m ittee:

Thank you f o r  c o n s id e r in g  p u b l ic  te s tim o n y  on House B i l l  375, th e  g e n e ra l 
a p p r o p r ia t io n s  b i l l  f o r  FY05. ACCFT r e p r e s e n ts  o v e r 300 f a c u l ty  members 
th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e  a t  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A laska  cam puses. L a s t y e a r ,  a f t e r  
p ro lo n g e d  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  u n iv e r s i t y  management and ACCFT a g re e d  to  a 
c o n t r a c t .  T h is  i s  th e  second  y e a r  o f  fu n d in g  th a t  c o n t r a c t .

I t  i s  an a n n u a l re q u ire m e n t o f law th a t  c o n t r a c t s  betw een u n iv e r s i t y  
em ployees and th e  u n i v e r s i t y  be funded by name. T h is  re q u ire m e n t i s  no t 
met by fu n d in g  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  g e n e r a l ly .  R a th e r , s p e c i f i c  m en tion  o f  th e  
c o n t r a c t s  funded  m ust be made.

The language  a s  u sed  l a s t  y e a r  (u n e d ite d )  and in  p r i o r  y e a r s  i s  s e t  ou t 
below . P le a se  e n su re  t h a t  s im i la r  lan g u ag e  i s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  f i n a l  
v e r s io n  o f th e  fu n d in g  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A la sk a .

* S ec. 29. SALARY AND BENEFIT ADJUSTMENTS. The o p e ra t in g  
budget
11 a p p r o p r ia t io n s  made to  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A laska in  s e c .  1 o f  t h i s  Act 
in c lu d e  am ounts f o r
12 s a l a r y  and b e n e f i t  a d ju s tm e n ts  t o r  u n iv e r s i t y  em ployees who a r e  n o t 
members o f a c o l l e c t i v e
13 b a rg a in in g  u n i t  and f o r  im plem en ting  th e  m onetary  te rm s o f th e  fo llo w in g  
c o l l e c t i v e
14 b a rg a in in g  ag ree m en ts  w ith  e n t i t i e s  r e p r e s e n t in g  em ployees o f th e  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f A la sk a :
15 (1) A laska H igher E d u ca tio n  C r a f t s  and  T rades
Em ployees;
16 (2) A laska Community C o lle g e s ' F e d e ra t io n  o f
T ea ch e rs ;
17 (3) U n ite d
A cadem ics;

18 (4) U n ite d A cad em ics-A d ju n c ts .

Thank you v e ry  much.

Bob Congdon, P r e s id e n t ,  ACCFT

c c : U n ited  A cadem ics, A lask a  H igher E d u ca tio n  C r a f t s  and T ra d e s , U n ited  
A cadem ics—A d ju n c ts

Bob Congdon, P r e s id e n t
A laska Community C o l le g e s ' F e d e ra t io n  o f T each ers  
B u ild in g  K-214, UAA Campus 
3211 P ro v id en ce  Ave,
A nchorage, AK 99508
Phone: 907 786 4090; Fax: 907 786 4095

I o f  I 4/13/2004 4:33 I’M
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Alaska Native Health Board
3 7 0 0  W o o d l a n d  Drive, Suite 5 0 0  P h o n e :  (907) 5 6 2 - 6 0 0 6  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 8  F A X :  (907) 5 6 3 - 2 0 0 1

T e s t i m o n y  t o  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  

o n  H u m a n  S e r v i c e  M a t c h i n g  G r a n t  

A p r i l  1 3 ,  2 0 0 4

T h e  A l a s k a  N ative Health B o a r d  strongly e n c o u r a g e s  that f u n d i n g  for the 

H u m a n  Service M a t c h i n g  B l o c k  G r a n t  b e  retained at $ 1 . 1 6  million. T h e  

S e n a t e’s reduction o f  the b l o c k  grant to $ 6 6 7 , 0 0 0  will negatively i m p a c t  

shelters, f o o d  for the hungry, disaster assistance, oral health care, 

prescriptions, a n d  m e a l  delivery service to the frail elderly.

Please retain the full $ 1 . 1 6  million as introduced b y  the H o u s e  for H u m a n  

Service M a t c h i n g  G r a n t  funding.

ALASKA NATIVE TRIBAL HEALTH CONSORTIUM 
ALEUTIAN/PRIBILOF ISLANDS ASSOCIATION 

ARCTIC SLOPE NATIVE ASSOCIATION 
BRISTOL BAY AREA HEALTH CORPORATION 

CHUGACHMIUT 
COPPER RIVER NATIVE ASSOCIATION 

COUNCIL OF ATHABASCAN TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS 
EASTERN ALEUTIAN TRIBES

KETCHIKAN INDIAN COMMUNITY 
KODIAK AREA NATIVE ASSOCIATION 

MANIILAQ ASSOCIATION 
METLAKATLA INDIAN COMMUNITY 

MT. SANFORD TRIBAL CONSORTIUM 
N ATIVE VILLAGE OF EKLUTNA 
NATIVE VILLAGE OF TYONEK 

NINILCHIK TRADITIONAL COUNCIL

NORTON SOUND HEALTH CORPORATION 
SELDOVIA VILLAGE TRIBE 

SOUTHCENTRAL FOUNDATION 
SOUTHEAST ALASKA REGIONAL HEALTH CONSORTIUM 

TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE 
YUKON-KUSKOKWIM HEALTH CORPORATION 

VALDEZ NATIVE TRIBE
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Anchorage School District■ * * * * « *

• : v ;
R5S jv?>'

W) 907-742-4322 (F) 907-742-4175

TO: SEN A T E F IN A N C E  CO M M ITTEE

FR O M : LARRY W IG ET, EXECUTIVE D IR EC TO R , PUBLIC A FFA IRS

SUBJECT: FIB 375: T H E  O PE R A T IN G  BU DG ET & SC H O O L  DEBT 
REIM BU RSEM EN T

The Anchorage School District respectfully requests the Alaska Legislature increase 
the am ount of State Debt Reim bursem ent appropriation in the budget to fully fund 
the Anchorage School D istrict's State debt reim bursem ent entitlem ent.

O ur discussions w ith the State Departm ent of Education and Early Developm ent 
(DEED) indicate that the Governor's FY 2004-2005 proposed budget, the bill currently 
before you, does not include funding for the additional $2,837,383* of the Anchorage 
School District's State debt reim bursem ent entitlem ent resulting from approval in 
January of ASD projects that qualify for State debt reim bursem ent under the 
combined authorization of House Bill 2003 and Statewide approval of Proposition C.

P e rtin e n t In fo rm a tio n

T he S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t o f E d u c a tio n  a n d  E arly  D ev e lo p m e n t n o tif ied  the  A n ch o rag e  
School D is tric t in  J a n u a ry  o f a p p ro v a l o f a d d itio n a l p ro jec ts  th a t q u a lify  for S ta te  d e b t 
re im b u rse m en t. T he a u th o riz a tio n  p ro v id e s  for 60 p e rc e n t o r  70 p e rc e n t d e b t 
re im b u rse m e n t o n  school c o n s tru c tio n  p ro jec ts  th a t rece iv ed  local v o te r  a p p ro v a l back  to 
Ju n e  30 ,1999. F or the A n ch o rag e  School D istric t, th is in v o lv ed  su b m itta l an d  a p p ro v a l of 
p ro jec ts  re la te d  to v o te r a p p ro v a l in  A p ril 2000 a n d  A p ril 2002 in c lu d in g  p o r tio n s  of 
b o n d s  re fu n d e d  in  2002.

T he D istric t w as  re q u ire d  b y  S ta te  re g u la tio n  to su b m it a n  e s tim a ted  a m o u n t o f S ta te  d eb t 
re im b u rse m e n t fo r FY 2004-2005 b y  O cto b er 15,2003. T he D istric t d id  n o t in c lu d e  
an tic ip a ted  re im b u rse m e n t for the  A p ril 2000 an d  A p ril 2003 b o n d  p ro jec ts  in the 
su b m itta l since a p p ro v e d  a g re e m e n ts  re la ted  to these  p ro jec ts h a d  n o t b een  a p p ro v e d  a t 
th a t tim e.

T he A n ch o rag e  School D is tric t re q u e s ts  the  L eg is la tu re  to increase  the  a p p ro p r ia tio n  lo 
h o n o r  the g o v e rn o r 's  co m m itm en t to fu lly  fu n d  the  S ta te  D eb t re im b u rse m e n t 
en titlem en t.

*Wc have reviewed our cash flo w  needs on a ll existing projects, including Proposition 4 that was 
approved on A p ril 6, 2004. The revised amount o f additional State debt reimbursement fo r  FY 
2004 -  2005 is $2,837,383 rather than $3,570,976 provided legislators early on. The amount is 
less since not a ll our propositions passed.
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Alaska State Legislature
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JUNEAU 
DennisC, Bailey 
Paul L. Dillon 
Thomas W. Findley 
Arthur H. Peterson 
Kristen D. Pettetsen

D i l l o n  &  F i n d l e y
A Profession’/' Corporation

350 North Franklin Street 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

The Ebner Building

ANCHORAGE 
Ray U, Broun 

Mauri laang 
Linda O’Bnnnon 

Lirakgal 
M. Bentta Raymond 

Carol E, Butler
Telephone (907) 586-4000 
Facsimile (907) 586-3777 

E-mail: law@dillonfindley.eom

510 L Street. Suite 603 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Telephone (907) 277-5400 
Facsimile (907) 277-9896April 12, 2004

Hon. Lyda Green, Co-chair 
Hon. Gary Wilken, Co-chair 
A laska Senate Finance Committee 
Capitol, Room  518 
Juneau, A laska 99801 HAND-DELIVERED

Re: Operating Budget, Dept, o f  Community & Economic Development 
— Alaska Legal Services Corporation

Dear Senators Green and Wilken:

I am  writing in su p p o rt o f  the House budget bill’s inclusion o f  $125,000 for the 
Alaska Legal Services Corporation, in the Department o f  Comm unity and Economic 
D evelopm ent’s FY 2005 operating budget. This bill is currently in your committee, and I 
strongly urge you to retain, or raise, that amount for ALSC.

This appropriation is crucial to the continuing civil-law legal services that ALSC 
provides to A laska’s low-income people, including seniors, families, battered spouses, 
and the typically disadvantaged. It thus helps the functioning o f  the justice system, itself.

For the last three decades, I have closely observed the operations o f  ALSC, as a 
m em ber o f  its board o f  directors. And I can assure you that the state gets the m ost “bang 
for the buck” from its financial aid to this corporation -  efficiency! Its lawyers and 
support s ta ff work for nominal wages, and put in great amounts o f  uncom pensated 
overtime, because o f  their commitment to the principle o f equal access to justice.

In advance, I thank you for your efforts and for your consideration o f  this matter -  
to the benefit o f  all Alaskans.

cc: Greg Razo, Pres., and Andy Harrington, Exec. Dir., ALSC

mailto:law@dillonfindley.eom
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S t a t e  o f A l a s k a
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  

J u n e a u

J a n u a ry  K2, 2004

The Honorable Pete Kott 
S peaker of the House 
A laska S tate  Legislature 
S ta te  Capitol, Room 208 
J u n e a u , AK 99801-1182

D ear Speaker Kott:

I am  today tran sm ittin g  a  separa te  FY2005 appropria tions bill for the  
s ta te ’s com prehensive m en ta l hea lth  program . As required  by' s ta tu te , it 
inc ludes both operating an d  cap ita l appropria tions an d  is accom panied  by a  
rep o rt outlining the differences betw een m y budget and  the  recom m endations 
of the  A laska Mental H ealth  T ru s t Authority.

The proposed m ental h e a lth  budget rep re sen ts  a  cooperative effort 
betw een s ta te  agencies, the  T ru stees, an d  T ru s t A uthority  staff. C oupled w ith 
the  resources th a t have been  appropria ted  in  recen t years, these  productive 
w orking relationships have m ad e  a  positive difference for A laska’s m en tal 
h ea lth  beneficiaries. Given th e  s ta te ’s overall financial position, we are  no t in a 
position for the  sta te  to au g m e n t m any of the  T ru s t’s req u ests  th a t required  
s ta te  general funds. These difficult decisions are  p a rt of ou r w ork to take 
responsibility  today for A laska’s tomorrow.

I look forward to w orking w ith the  Legislature th is  session.

Sincerely yours

-Frank H. M urkow ski 
Governor

E n c l o s u r e

http://WWW.GOV.STATE.AK.US
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 377(FIN)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TW ENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY T1IE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act making appropriations for the operating and capital expenses of the state's 

integrated comprehensive mental health program; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

(SECTION 1 OF THIS ACT BEGINS ON PAGE 2)

-1- C SIlli 377(FIN)
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [D E L E T E D  T E X T  BR A C K ET ED ]



1 * Section 1. The following appropriation items are for operating expenditures from the

2 general fund or other funds as set out in section 2 o f  this A ct to the agencies nam ed for the

3 purposes expressed for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2004 and ending June 30, 2005,

4 unless otherwise indicated. A department-wide, agency-wide, or branch-wide unallocated

5 reduction set out in this section may be allocated am ong the appropriations m ade in this

6 section to that department, agency, or branch.

7 Appropriation General Other

8 Allocations Items Funds Funds

^ * * * * *  * * * * * *

10 * * * * * *  D epartm en t of A d m in istra tio n  * * * * * *
11 *  -v % *  * * * * * * * *

1 2  L egal an d  A dvocacy Services 1,620,500 1,543,100 77,400

13 Office o f  Public Advocacy 1,411,600

14 Public Defender Agency 208,900

15 * * * * *  * * * * * *

16 * * * * * *  D epartm en t o f C o rrec tio n s  * * * * * *
17 * * * * * *  * * * * * *

18 In m a te  Services 4,808,300 4,597,500 210,800

19 Inmate Health Care 4,737,300

20 Offender Habilitative 71,000

21 Programs

22 In stitu tiona l Facilities 30,100 30,100

23 Classification & Furlough 30,100

24 * * * * *  * * * * * *

25 * * * * * *  D epartm en t of Education a n d  E a rly  D evelopm ent * * * * * *
26 * * * * * *  * * * * * *

27 T each ing  and  L ea rn in g  S upport 362,700 112,700 250,000

28 Special and Supplemental 362,700

29 Services

CSIIB 377(FIN), Sec. 1
- 2 -



1 A ppropria tion  G enera l O ther

2  A llocations Item s F unds Funds

2 * * * * *  * * * * * *

4  * * * * * *  D ep artm en t o f H ealth  and  Social Services * * * * * *

^ * * * * * *  * * * * * *

6  A laskan P ioneer Homes 10,914,200 10,914,200

7 Alaskan Pioneer Homes 64,300

8 M anagem ent

9 Pioneer Homes 10,849,900

10 B ehav ioral H ealth  72,848,900 52,076,800 20,772,100

11 Behavioral Health Medicaid 27,969,400

12 Services

13 Behavioral Health Grants 15,384,400

14 Behavioral Health 1,952,200

15 Administration

16 Community Action Prevention 408,100

17 & Intervention Grants

18 Rural Services and Suicide 2,115,200

19 Prevention

20 Psychiatric Emergency 6,461,900

21 Services

22 Services to the Seriously 8,548,300

23 M entally 111

24 Designated Evaluation and 1,211,900

25 Treatment

26 Services for Severely 3,576,200

27 Emotionally Disturbed Youth

28 Alaska Psychiatric Institute 5,221,300

29 C h ild ren 's  Services 9,908,700 9,658,700 250,000

30 Children's Medicaid Sendees 2,000,000

31 Children's Sendees 4,200

32 M anagement

33 Front Line Social Workers 148,600

-3-
CSIIB 377(FIN), Sec. 1



1 A p p ro p ria tio n  G enera l O th er

2  A llocations Item s F u n d s Funds

3 Family Preservation 250,000

4 Foster Care Augmented Rate 500,000

5 Foster Care Special N eed 747,900

6 Residential Child Care 1,956,300

7 Infant Learning Program 4,301,700

8 Grants

9 Juvenile Justice 300,000 300,000

10 McLaughlin Youth Center 159,500

11 Fairbanks Youth Facility 86,400

12 Bethel Youth Facility 54,100

13 Public H ealth  393,700 198,300 195,400

14 Certification and Licensing 245,000

15 Community Health/Emergency 50,400

16 Medical Services

17 Community Health G rants 98,300

18 Sen ior and Disabilities 14,125,200 12,263,400 1,861,800

19 Services

20 Senior and Disabilities 1,836,300

2 Servi ces Adm inistration

22 Protection, Community 740,300

23 Services, and Administration

24 Home and Community Based 3,096,400

25 Care

26 Community Developmental 8,452,200

27 Disabilities Grants

28 D epartm ental S u p p o rt Sendees 681,100 681,100

29 Administrative Support ' 96,800

30 Services

31 No money allocated for Administrative Support Services m ay be expended for an abortion

32 that is not a mandatory service required under AS 47.07.030(a). This statement is a statement

33 o f  the purpose o f this appropriation and is neither merely descriptive language nor a statement

CS1IB 377(FIN), See. 1
■4-



1 A p p ro p ria tio n  G eneral O ther

2 A llocations Item s F unds Funds

3 o f legislative intent.

4 Information Technology 584,300

5 Services

6  B oards an d  C om m issions 1,498,900 479,800 1,019,100

7 Alaska M ental Health Board 231,300

8 Advisory Board on 475,400

9 A lcoholism  and Drug Abuse

10 Commission on Aging 100,500

11 Governor's Council on 573,000

12 Disabilities and Special

13 Education

14 Suicide Prevention Council 118,700

* * * * *  * * * * * *

16 * * * * * *  D ep artm en t o f L aw  * * * * * *

|  y * * * * * *  * * * * * *

18 Civil D ivision 66,800 66,800

19 Human Services Section 66,800

2 q * * * * *  * * * * * *

21 * * * * * *  D ep artm en t o f N a tu ra l R esources * * * * * *

92 * * * * * *  * * * * * *

23 R esource D evelopm ent 1,181,200 1,181,200

24 Mental Health Trust Lands 1,181,200

25 A dm inistration
9 ^ * * * * *  * * * * * *

27 * * * * * *  D epartm en t of R evenue * * * * * *

9g * * * * * *  * * * * * *

29 A laska M en ia l H ealth  T ru s t 1,418,400 1,418,400

30 A uthority

31 Mental Health Trust 1,418,400

32 Authority Operations

-5-
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1 A p p ro p ria tio n  G en era l

2  A llocations Item s F un d s

2  * * * * *  * * * * * *

4  * * * * * *  U niversity  of A laska * * * * * *

^  * * * * * *  * * * * * *

6  U niversity  of A la s k a  250,800 200,800

7 Anchorage Campus 250,800
g * * * * *  * * * * * *

g * * * * * *  A laska C o u rt System * * * * * *

JQ * * * * * *  * * * * * *

11 A laska C o u rt System  149,300 79,300

12 Budget requests from agencies o f the Judicial Branch are transm itted as requested.

13 Trial Courts 149,300

14  (SECTION 2 OF T FIS  ACT BEGINS ON PAG E 7)

Funds

Other

50,000

70,000

CSIIB  377(FIN), Sec. 1
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1 * Sec. 2. The following sets out the funding by agei y for the appropriations made in sec. 1 o f

2 this Act.

3 D epartm en t of A dm in istra tion

4 General Fund /  Mental H ealth  1,543,100

5 M ental Health Trust A uthority Authorized Receipts 77,400

6  *** Total Agency Funding *** $1,620,500

7 D ep artm en t o f C orrec tions

8  General Fund / Mental H ealth 4,597,500

9 M ental Health Trust A uthority Authorized Receipts 240,900

10 *** Total Agency Funding *** $4,838,400

11 D ep artm en t o f E duca tion  an d  E arly  Developm ent

12 General Fund / Mental H ealth  112,700

13 M ental Health Trust A uthority Authorized Receipts 250,000

14 *** Total Agency Funding *** $362,700

15 D ep artm en t of H ealth  an d  Social Services

16 General Fund / Mental H ealth 86,572,300

17 M ental Health Trust A uthority Authorized Receipts 6,173,400

18 Alcohol and Other D rug A buse Treatment & Prevention Fund 17,925,000

19 *** Total Agency Funding *** $110,670,700

20 D epartm en t o f Law

21 General Fund / Mental H ealth 66,800

22 *** Total Agency Funding *** $66,800

23 D epartm en t of N a tu ra l R esources

24 M ental Health Trust A uthority Authorized Receipts 1,181,200

25 * * * Total Agency Funding * * * $1,181,200

26 D ep artm en t of R evenue

27 Mental Health Trust A uthority Authorized Receipts 155,400

28 Mental Health Trust A dm inistration 1,263,000

2 9  *** Total Agency Funding *** $1,418,400

30 University' o f A laska

31 General Fund / Mental H ealth 200,800

-7-
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1 Mental Health Trust Authority Authorized Receipts 50,000

2 *** Total Agency Funding *** $250,800

3 A laska C o u rt System

4 General Fund /  M ental Health 79,300

5 Mental Health Trust Authority Authorized Receipts 70,000

6  *** Total Agency Funding *** $149,300

7  * * * * *  'potai Budget * * * * *  $120,558,800

8  (SECTION 3 OF THIS ACT BEGINS ON PAGE 9)

CSHB 377(FIN), See. 2
-8-



1 * Sec. 3. The following sets out the statewide funding for the appropriations made in sec. 1 o f

2 this Act.

3 Funding Source Amount

4 G en era l Funds

5 1037 General Fund / M ental H ealth 93,172,500

6  ***Total General Funds*** $93,172,500

7 F ed e ra l Funds

8  ***Total Federal Funds*** $0

9 O th e r  N on-Duplicated F unds

1 0  1092 Mental Health Trust A uthority Authorized Receipts 8,198,300

11 1094 Mental Health Trust Adm inistration 1,263,000

12 1180 Alcohol and Other Drug A buse Treatment & 17,925,000

13 Prevention Fund

14 ***Total Other Non-Duplicated Funds*** $27,386,300

15 D uplicated  Funds

16 ***Total Duplicated Funds*** $ 0

17 (SECTION 4 OF THIS ACT BEGINS ON PA G E 10)

-9-
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1 * Section 4. The following appropriation items are for capital projects and grants from the

2 general fund or other funds as set out in section 5 o f this Act by funding source to the

3  agencies named for the purposes expressed and lapse under AS 37.25.020, unless otherwise

4 noted.

5  Appropriation General Other

6  A llocations Items Funds Funds

q * * * * * * * * * * *

g * * * * * *  D epartm en t o f H ealth  and  Social Services * * * * * *
g * * * * * *  * * * * * *

10 M H Essential Program 350,000 350,000

11 Equipment Grants to Service

12 Providers (ED 99)

13 M H Van/Vehicle and H ousing 300,000 300,000

14 M odifications for Fam ilies

15 or Individuals (ED 99)

16 MH Transitional Housing (ED 500,000 500,000

17 99)

18 MH Fairbanks D e to x ic a tio n  1,450,000 1,450,000

19 Unit Expansion and

20 Renovation (ED 10)

21 MH Treatment-Based Special 400,000 250,000 150,000

22 Needs Housing Program  (ED

23 99)

24 MH Consumer Designed and 250,000 250,000

25 Managed Projects (ED 99)

26 MH Medicaid Review  or 300,000 300,000

27 Enhancement Project (ED 99)

28 MH Provider Resource 150,000 150,000

29 Sharing and Coordination

30 (ED 99)

31 MH Update Issues A ffecting 30,000 30,000

CSHB 377(FIN), Sec. 4
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Economic Well-Being o f 

A laska Seniors (ED 99)

* * * * *  * * * * * *

* * * * * *  D ep artm en t o f N a tu ra l Resources * * * * * *  

* * * * * *  * * * * * *

Mental H ealth Trust Land 650,000

D evelopm ent (ED 99)

* * * * *  * * * * * *

* * * * * *  D ep artm en t o f Revenue * * * * * *

* * * * * *  * * * * * *

AHFC Homeless Assistance 400,000 250,000

Program (ED 99)

AHFC Beneficiary and 1,200,000 1,200,000

Special N eeds Housing (ED 

99)

* * * * *  * * * * * *

* * * * * *  D epartm en t o f T ransp o rta tio n /P u b lic  Facilities * * * * *

* * * * * *  * * * * * *

Coordinated Transportation 300,000 150,000

and Vehicles (ED 99)

(SECTION 5 OF THIS ACT BEGINS ON PAGE 12)

Appropriation General

Allocations Items Funds Funds

Other

650,000

150,000

150,000

-11-
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1 * Sec. 5. The following sets out the funding by agency for the appropriations m ade in sec. 4 of

2 this Act.

3 D ep a rtm en t of H ealth  and  Social Services

4 G eneral Fund / Mental H ealth 250,000

5 M ental Health Trust Authority Authorized Receipts 2,030,000

6  Federal Mental Health 1,450,000

7  *** Total Agency Funding *** $3,730,000

8  D ep artm en t of N atu ra l R esources

9 M ental Health Trust Authority Authorized Receipts 650,000

jq *** Total Agency Funding *** $650,000

11 D ep artm en t of Revenue

12 General Fund / Mental Health 1,450,000

13 Mental Health Trust Authority Authorized Receipts 150,000

1 4  *** Total Agency Funding *** $1,600,000

15 D ep a rtm en t o f T ran sp o rta tio n /P u b lic  Facilities

16 General Fund / Mental H ealth 150,000

17 M ental Health Trust Authority Authorized Receipts 150,000

*** Total Agency Funding *** $300,000

19  (SECTION 6  OF THIS ACT BEGINS ON PAGE 13)

C SIIB  377(FIN), See. 5
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1 * Sec. 6 . The following sets out the statewide funding for the appropriations made in sec. 4 o f

2 this Act.

3 Funding Source

4 G eneral Funds

5 1037 General Fund /  M ental Health

6 ***Total General Funds***

7 F edera l Funds

8 1187 Federal Mental H ealth

9 ***Total Federal Funds***

10 O th e r N on-D uplicated F un d s

11 1092 Mental Health Trust Authority Authorized Receipts

12 ***Total Other N on-Duplicated Funds***

13 D uplicated  Funds

14 ***Total Duplicated Funds***

15  (SECTION  7 OF THIS ACT BEGINS ON PAGE 14)

Amount

1.850.000 

$1,850,000

1.450.000 

$1,450,000

2.980.000 

$2,980,000

$ 0

-13-
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* Sec. 7. PURPOSE. In accordance with AS 37.14.003 and 37.14.005, the appropriations 

made by this Act are for the state's integrated comprehensive m ental health program.

* Sec. 8. NONGENERAL FUND RECEIPTS, (a) A laska M ental Health Trust Authority 

authorized receipts (AS 37.14.036) or administration receipts (AS 37.14.036) tha t exceed the 

amounts appropriated by this Act are appropriated conditioned upon com pliance with the 

program review  provisions o f AS 37.07.080(h).

(b) I f  Alaska M ental Health Trust Authority authorized receipts (AS 37.14.036) or 

administration receipts (AS 37.14.036) fall short o f the estimates appropriated in this Act, the 

affected appropriation is reduced by the amount of the shortfall in receipts.

* Sec. 9. This A ct takes effect July 1, 2004.
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