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.State Fundirr Jecreased 42% 
S i n c e  F Y  2 0 0 2 .

The community lost the potential to
generate $459,466, $769,652, and 
$1,287,480 cf other funds, project 
income and in-kind contributions in 
f Y02-03 04 respectively, due to 
insufficient state funding.

FAX NO. 9074591280 P. 04

Percent of Requests PuivJoil lsYW<FY04

,orj..fi'i:nt ol Rcquosftii 
1-un.tol

FY2QOO PY2001 FY2002 FY2C03 PY2IIIM

, FY Z004 Human Services Community Matching . 
Grant Projects Funded

Other PuntK 
ProJridfncoitiA

8. Irt KInt!
Afic-r.cy Brief Project Description Gr.trst Amount Contributions

dig fius.hets Big »ir.l<;ts M.,ich children In need of additional adult allrmlion wilh adult volunteers. if.U.OW- loio.nn?
Community food

Oitrtk
Wccl local surplus food and give It to people who need II, Ihrourjli agencies who 
ore Mined to Identity and respond to ihoso noods. fMi.OOri J2.052.D0D

Al.it/ku lefi.'il Services Cm p.
i’luvido legal asslctanco lo low-income families (those with Incomes below 125“,o 
ol poverty level) In civil cases such as housing. Income, public assistance fcsr.cfils. 
health caro and family law. thp.cyu J.C0.503

inUtrto/ Community llnalih 
Ci nier

Provide praveniaiive & primary hea'lh care services on o ending (so schedule 10 
low A moderate income people. mood 51U4.000

North Star Counril on Aging
Deliver hoi healthy meats to homebound elders Irving within tho FNSB, lo Includo 
firtvn meal soivico on weekends. 500,000 _$2CUtf?13

North Smr Yctilli Court
Operate rommnnlly-ba.ted juvcnllo Jusllco diversion nnd viclim offender mcdialion 
1110:11 am. 5111 I.HOC

lllliilllir AIDS ASKllCUlhQII
Provldo a hill sorvlco, mwthpdoga maintenance treatment program to opialo 
dependent persons. (Requested S49.550 bulcnly sii .014 vrns available) $.11,014 snn,7ie

Tr>f.:| 1'Vpjccf-: F’und.qrf $■321,011 ' 53.870,327

FY 2004 Human Services Community Matching 
Grant Projects NOT Funded

imennr/VDfj Association inlnncc of requost not funded 410.51-1 50

National Senior Service Coip:t
Support tronspufluUon needs of sonior citizens vokinleerlng their lima llirough 
formr Grandparents, Sonior Companions, and RSVP programs. 530.1310 431-1.0)4

1 ln;|n-;n o( Hid Tan.inn Vgllxy
Provldti Paltanl Caro Serviced and support to terminally HI people and ilicir loved 
ones. Provide Bereavement Services, education, Information sr.d training on 
itisiios refilling to death and dying, grief and loss. soo m 55 Vi I3;1

Ar.CA
PmvUo early Intervention services lo chlMron, aga birtli lo ihrcc, In social services 
cu’jlurty who begin llfo wllh medical, biological or social risks nnd who experience 
d,'velopmoiv,al delays. £50 050 £10,?.?$

liioiiit unuj inc.
Feed pcoplo llirough tho Soup Kildion, operate a day labor program, and supply 
donated clothing nnd othor household goods to ihoso In need. $4d WC 4115.130

tiiiiljiink?. N.nivo Association
hovldo a van scivlco that picks up public Inebriates and subslunco abusers, 
iU.MW.es thnlr r.nndilion, nnd transports tliem to nn oppropriale facility. $ “in moo _J103,234

0»;y. K (tills Cluli ul Ilia 
fan.nu Vnlir-v

Frovlrfo an vlfoidub'o summer day camp program where youlh ngcs 0-12 
participate In programs ond activities designed to cncourago academic and soci.il 
development. positive choices. Increased self esteem and compOlL'nec. fiOn.OOlr Sr 0.275

l .Mfiiijnks Counrc-flMg * 
Adojillon_____
ToioiProjoctslToi" " • 
F MiiilC cl

I'ng-iao al-risk youth ages 14-10 In Iho poolllvo physical and emotional ehnllengou 
Of wildomecs adventure leading lo the cessation of subsuncc obuoo, ochievement 
rjt |/hy:;!cnl filncss and scliool/Jeb retention culminating In an IncronedtJ capacity for 
coating a poc'iivo pro-social outlook on Hfu. 5-.i6.OOD $01,439

* '• _ ...... fjyyjj-M _____$iL?7y.;ino

Tol.'l I'rojocl t-icque'.t for i v  7.004 M O W - $5 ,1 12 ,0 07
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the #6
Committee Name

Committee on H.6 3_VS~___________________ Dated
Bill / Subject

A-1*4 fc«t

o m a  .tg 
0

/U H-v -v. J  jVU lf e. OKI

h _  ^,VX.t'K v-, < ^VAV*. s e e -  t * ’- d t J f t  + ' k h *  - ‘n c f
D A/1

I J3 /4 A $ C  a ' ^  " f a n ’h
£, p-v+ŝ r i rt^y,i  M» ®

u *f K̂5 /f'w ?/ ' f t " * 1*' c / , W / ? .
(AAR h t  I

A l

* f f a , r  e t f v f e  CC‘h

t e  - * e  c ^ ' h ' - ' - J  * " ( r < i ~  ° f  A ' U l U

- • »  ^  " +  ^  ^

* * » « '  ( f s f i a F R ' j .  I ' / » "  U

S U f r f  , 4 « e \ .  ^  . f

SIG N E D :
Testifier

tf  h/VVc'T-o^ ^ 4 1  ■frv'i^-k) -  L o ka I S e r m p j __ r o

R epresenting ^

( i 0c> S ohijytg/ig c ^ y  /d I1- _______

A ddress /  P h on e Number

t »’.y.̂ aUr>»■,>«< «•••
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the j~ (O U S E ^  - F l h t A N C zfTc *■ a nt-n a -r-t /• CommiUce NomeCommittee on £>Q/t OrERATJAlq BUOQe T" j^atcd 03 • OH ■ Q<-(
Bill/Subject

J t i W M - l i A ' K i . ,  T h a -n M . y e a -  - ( t y  ' t h l o  

i j u - f i f a  O -t public  h e a r t y  o h  s t y e  openth ty  U t y t y .  c f  M  m y  

•/zlKe^i 'tK < ^  kxuAej^, /̂ %  o f W t/ A/asleep

StuJenfyroufS,museum, fuhh'c m *d ta ., ik^_

U n t M r t U b  > f f i b s , ! *  K u w U e H o * .  I n  I a c c r u e d  X H O  h o v r s

0-f com m uni'hj Seri/i'cCj S e r d / ' n a  d'heS’a.no e

a lo t  7t> &UV commuh i / fh z . h ill u> ^ ^ h iru n g

(yf) fajyH b frnho . rYh&tyLcnKS}, c$ OiWl YU){7 ~fo fy t

f c U ^  d u r r ^  T H m e

IS o n z  7 w tJ c i /R E C fjeE TT  m y  s f r v / c f  ro

p f t f lT E f t  W E S  N O T ' C oR TR fB tS re  TO IT S  OpEFS\T7Atq F O N b . 

j F F k F :  f t  L o 7 ~  0 F  f t £ o p L ^  W H t }  r E E E  7 3 * = ’ S /} n ? E :  t * # c / '

So , ( <IM U s '( t ( n ^  i~6 f e t  u^>  ol ftcL C jm ertt-- p l a n ,  n / l i 4 \ 4 h c  s M h  o f  A Ia s Jcx*.

P> $«.ppo\4~ tin < \/e /$ fff e d u c a t io n  ,'n fr6*s/u t . *  MerU.
tv  flM V e  ou t hdH) th is  pc iy rnen f p lc,n  n/onkst Q fH ter as in  com & 

-J-ASL <K ProaYVLM tv  dmu/on pe.nmjx.nen't fu n d  earnA ^ S , , kee.f> p ie  d/m-
lo Jc .Fo m ih ^ e  Cbnfan*™  fc s l* ,M rk ' 'n s i* " « r4 ^ fa < * lp h y i,

SIGNBD; \ ^ Y l u & J L y  m g T f l
Test! Her ' '

PERSONAL. INTEREST- (Id T H £ - t ( o F A _______________
R epresenting

5 1 (o A U K I E T ~  P L A C E  F A f R B / W S  • 3 3  7 0 3 - f c f c s  3
A ddress /  P hone N um ber £ £ £ ) y  . ^ f Y ^ *  ( o ~ l& 0
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the
/o  y  • Commiiicc hjamc

I X u A j l ? ,Committee on Dated _ y  y p  Lj

G - O c J I

-  * s x z L * t «

J l  s /d ^ tU r ^  C d c ^  ^ ^ ( c r ^ i r  ^ i M v j l v y -

C / /  Z a c i  ( f i  C  P & )  ( t y i z i f a y C -  C K c tu ^ j f y  ( ^ 4 / ^ J C y { ^ T A s  ( 4  ( L y

M  tA T O -X  c j/i / { (./.'r '-X ls W T /)

v fjjir - '-X x t X & t A  « -  p< n/-

a a ^\ c ^ y ?

■ ■ / i c y  g r v t c M

SIG N E D : ________ 7 a r !  P  J X d ^ a C i______________________________
T estifier

— j l tU X jlo c iq )  frf>  j } / f  d L d L * 7 \ j t /  F b u rtS L r& fo
R epresenting /  v  /

£ g j ) e < „ £ ^  7 9 7 1 Z . .
A ddress /  P hone Num ber t

    7 0 7 -  ' / f f i d V / Z _________

-•♦ŵ Mwur ̂ uiM.iii
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P le a s e  e n l e r  i n t o  th e  r e c o r d  m y  t e s t i m o n y  to  t h e  r/'i/ggc e  Con
Committee Name,

C o m m i t t e e  o n  a fj  D a t e d
Bill/Subject

Tobacco use is (he leading cause o f  preventable death in  A laska, and  is responsible fo r  
one out o f  every fiv e  deaths in our state. C urrently with the tobacco settle  m oney and  
tobacco tax the state is taking in o v t, 570 m illion  dollars. I f  the proposed  tobacco tax  
goes into effect that fig u re  w ill top $100 m illion. The V S Center fo r  D isease C ontrol has 
recom m ended that our state spend $16 m illion on Tobacco Prevention. That is not 
happening ye  t in A laska. We need to w ork harder!

I  totally support the A dm in istra tion  A m endm en t to rem edying last y e a r ’s  m iss la id  
$1,061,000 that went into the M edicaid fu n d  by giving it back lo Tobacco Prevention. I 
thank the com m issioner fo r  bringing this fo rw ard  fo r  you  attention.

I  urge yo u  to m aintain the leg is la tu re ‘s  com m itm ent to fu n d  at least th e  20%  level fo r  
Tobacco P revention. Your com m itm ent to fu n d  tobacco prevention, w ill brighlen the 

fu tu re  o f  our children, lower the cost the state has to spend to treat tobacco diseases, and  
Improve the health o f  Alaskans.

S IG N E D :
T estifier

R epresenting

P - O -  A k  9  9 7 6 ^
A ddress /  P hone Num ber
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J U N E A U

T E S T IM O N Y  F O R  H O U S E  F IN A N C E  C O M M IT T E E  F R O M  A  J U N E A U  R E S ID E N T

Juneau S c h o o ls  face  in creased  c la ss  s iz e s

A  lo o m in g  b u d get gap  is  fa c in g  the Juneau S c h o o l D istr ic t that w ill s e v e r e ly  a ffe c t  the  
q u a lity  o f  ed u ca tio n  in our p u b lic  sc h o o ls . U n le ss  the L eg is la tu re  in crea ses  
ed u cation  fu n d in g  for the n ex t fisca l year, Juneau sc h o o ls  fa ce  a ten p ercen t in crea se  in 
c la ss  s iz e , m a k in g  c la s s e s  w ith  2S  students per e lem en ta ry  sc h o o l teach er  
c o m m o n p la c e . O ur ch ild ren  w ill be le ss  lik e ly  to  su c c e e d  in sc h o o l w ith  th is in crea se  and  
m ore ch ild ren  w ill fa ll through the cracks.

T h e  C ity  o f  Juneau and the S tate o f  A lask a  both con trib u te  fu n d in g  for s c h o o ls .  
C urrently, the C ity a € ™ s con trib u tion  is at the m ax im u m  le g a lly  a llo w e d  (th e  "cap"). 
L ocal
teachers re c e iv ed  a w e ll-d e se r v e d  ra ise  th is year as their  sa la r ies  h a v e  not k ep t up w ith  
in fla tion . In contrast to the loca l support sh o w n  for s c h o o ls , th e  S ta te  con trib u tion  
to A lask a  sc h o o ls  has risen  little  in  the last d ecad e. T h e  L eg is la tu re  and G o v ern o r  c la im  
they  w ill aGccprotect ed u ca tio n  fund ingaC D , but this o n ly  m ea n s th ey  w ill n ot cu t 
from  current fu n d in g  le v e ls . In the m ean tim e, in fla tion  has c h ip p ed  a w a y  at ed u cation  
fu n d in g  and the real va lu e  o f  student fu n d in g  has d ecreased . W e  are h o ld in g  our  
ch ild ren a € ™ sa € ™  fe e t to  the fire by se ttin g  ed u cation  b en ch m ark s, but w e  a lso  n eed  to  
p rovid e the fu n d in g  n e e d e d  for each  student to h ave a fair c h a n c e  al m e e tin g  the  
n ew  testin g  req u irem en ts.

T h e  G overn or and L eg isla tu re  n eed  to ch an ge  the m ea n in g  o f  "protecting  education"  
from  a€Tno ed u ca tio n  cutsaG ™  to aG 'increasc ed u cation  fundingaG ™ . F o r  Juneau  
sc h o o ls , a $ 4 0 0  in crea se  in the per-sludent a lloca tion  w o u ld  m ainta in  c la s s e s  at the  
e x is t in g  s iz e , rather than su ffer in g  an in crease  in c la ss  s iz e . In creasin g  fu n d in g  to  
m atch in fla tion  a lso  is cr itica l. I request that ed u cation  fu n d in g  be in crea sed  to m eet our 
ch ild ren a € ™ s b asic  p u b lic  ed u cation  n eed s. I am  w illin g  to p a y  for th ese  
in crea ses  through b road -b ased  taxes.
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Re: Support fo r  Public H«alth Nursing Fund R estoration Page 2  o f  2

March 3 ,2 0 0 4

Services provided by Public H ealth N u rses also help to  expand access t o  health care, in com m unities 
w h ere  th ere  are  n o  providers, o r  w hen  o th er  providers are unavailable to  serve.

A m ong th e  m o st pressing and Important service issues are Increasing dem ands for d isease control 
services. This fall, for exam ple, public health nurses w e r e  on  th e  front lines responding to  cases o f  
Viral Meningitis, Pertussis (W hooping C ough), Salmonella and a near-record flu season . Increased  
surveillance and continued fo llow  up for th e  2000-2001 tuberculosis o u t break continues to  be 
needed . Achieving and sustaining im m unization rates to  p r o te c t  ou r children, youth and adults a t risk 
are all essential o u tco m es In th e  D epartm ent o f Health and Social Services m ission and m easures.

D isease  con tro l efforts, as w e  have been rem inded today, are central t o  delivering th e  State's 
constitutional m andate to  p r o t e a  and p rom ote  th e  public’s health. It is also critical in assuring 
Alaska’s  viability as a tou rist destination and place w h ere  businesses w an t to  op erate.

W e  are deeply con cern ed  w ith  th e  im part o f  budget cuts t o  Public Health Nursing. T he dilemma o f  
reduced funding and support for th e  Division o f  Public Health has resulted  In a restructuring o f  
Alaska’s Public H ealth N ursing services, in an effort to  limit th e  im pact on  serv ices to  com m unities. 
Plans to  transition services to  th e  private s e c to r  are am bitious a t b est and w ith ou t com prehensive  
planning, will resu lt in critical health services and -  m o st Importantly -  th e  p rotection  o f th e  public's 
health to  be threatened .

A s th e  infrastructure fo r  public health continues to  ero d e , w e  exp ress co n cern  that th e  Division o f  
Public Health Section  o f  N ursing m ay b e spreading itself t o o  thin, which could resu lt In a risk to  the  
public's health and d ecreases in health o u tco m es for ou r  infants, children, adults and elderly.

Ultimately, th e  legal responsibility for safeguarding and prom oting th e  health o f  th e  population rests 
w ith govern m en t public health agencies.

W e  urge you t o  prlorlcfze full restoration  o f  funds to  th e  Division o f  Public H ealth Section o f  Nursing  
along w ith su p p ort for a to b a cco  tax, am ong o th er  so u rces o f  reven u e being proposed .

Thank you.

Marie J. LaMgne, Executive D irecto r  
Alaska Public H ealth A ssociation

P .O . B o x  8 -1 8 2 5  A n ch o rag e , A K  9 * 9 0 9  907 /3 32 -1 030  e -w a l l : p u W le h e a lth 4 a la a k e .n e t w w w .e laokapubHoheaKh .o rg

http://www.elaokapubHoheaKh.org
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A l a s k a  P u b l i c  h e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n

Page i  o f  2

A LPH A March 3, 20 0 4

(H)FIN Hearings on  CSH B375 O perating Budget

W «  U r g e  Y o u r  S u p p o r t  f o r  P u b lic  H e a lt h  N u r s in g  F u n d  R e s t o r a t io n !

D ear m em bers o f  the H o u se  Finance C om m ittee:

O n behalf o f  th e  Alaska Public Health A ssociation , representing o v er  tw o  hundred public health  
professionals from  across Alaska w h o  are deeply com m itted  to  developing sound public health policy  
and sustaining a strong public health system  to  im prove th e  health o f  all Alaskans, w e  urge you  to  
resto re  full funding to  th e  Division o f  Public H ealth’s Section  o f  Nursing.

A t a tim e w hen  State G overnm ent takes pride in leading by focusing on Mission and O u tco m es, w e  
are deeply con cern ed  that p rop osed  cuts t o  th e  D ivision o f  Public Health N ursing S ection  will 
negatively im pact health o u tco m es In ou r com m unities. A t th e  very  tim e w e  need  to  b e  strengthening  
th e  public health infrastructure to  respond to  increasing dem ands fo r  d isease prevention  and control, 
th ese  budget cuts risk further eroding th e  public health Infrastructure.

Public health nursing is th e  fron t line public health w o rk fo rce  in Aiaskan com m unities to  deliver  
disease prevention and protection , health prom otion , and health assessm en t services.

T he public health infrastructure extends beyond the 23 public health cen ters to  m ore  than 2 5 0  
com m unities through th e  travel o f  Itinerant Public H ealth N u rses. In four com m unities, serv ices are 
contracted  directly w ith N o r to n  Sound Health C orporation , Maniilaq Health C orp oration , N orth  
Slope Borough Health D epartm ent and Municipality o f  A nchorage Health D ep a rtm en t

T he su ccess o f  ou r  public health nurses is th e  result o f  years o f  establishing and building tru st in the  
com m unities th ey  serve, w orking to  identify th o se  at risk, t o  m on itor health status w h ile  supporting  
local com m unities in responding to  health concerns. T he skilled contribution fo r  health a sse ssm en t  
planning and d evelop m en t by Public Health N urses Is highly valued.

C o re  services provided by public health nurses Includes d isease p rotection  and prevention  t o  prevent 
and control chronic and com m unicable d iseases, including TB, Hepatitis A /B /C , HIV, jT D , fo o d -  
w ater-vector  b orn e d iseases, diabetes, obesity, and cardio-vascular disease.

In an era w h ere  terrorism , SARS, W e s t  N ile  Virus, Small Pox, n ew  and em erging d iseases can 
threaten th e  public's health, Public Health N ursing has been  at th e  co r e  o f  th e  S a t e  o f  Alaska's 
resp on se  plans t o  assist in th e  developm ent o f sta tew id e and regional disaster preparedness, training 
and exerc ises  for b io-terrorism  preparedness, and t o  respond  a t th e  com m unity level t o  potential 
threats to  th e  public's health.

P .O . B o x  9 -1 8 2 6  A n ch o rag e , A K  9 9 6 0 9  9 0 7 /9 32 -1 030  o-m a l/: p ub ltc h o o tth^ e taak a .n o t www .al ̂ sKapub lic h co ith .o rg

http://www.al
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To ‘ /-fo 'A /-?' MfcX/c- -C— Cc yvNvH-7 tf'e  e -

P i t i  q o 7 -  W * r - £ * 1 3
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CtrcyJ& c c t  a z *  7 .A z n t& i 6sy)Z .& i / te i l .-------
L j^ . Lacz k d i l^  j,c<sSt: h a c h  ''<t/l£. s& & / & sZ
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t M  d h ?£ & U _____________ - , v -------------------------------- -------------
S r Z a . j - z / h  ( j k z c  / & ?
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T H A N K  Y O U , M IK E  S IG L E R , P A R E N T  O F  2  S C H O O L -A G E  C H IL D R E N  IN  
J U N E A U

T E S T IM O N Y  F O R  H O U S E  F IN A N C E  C O M M IT T E E  F R O M  A  J U N E A U  R E S ID E N T

Juneau S c h o o ls  fa ce  in crea sed  c la ss  s iz e s

A  lo o m in g  budget gap  is  fa c in g  the Juneau S c h o o l D istr ic t that w ill s e v e r e ly  a ffec t the 
q u ality  o f  ed u cation  in ou r p u b lic  s c h o o ls . U n le ss  the L eg is la tu re  in crea ses  ed u cation  
fu nd ing  for the n ex t fisca l year, Juneau sc h o o ls  fa c e  a ten p ercent in crea se  in c la ss  s iz e , 
m ak in g  c la s se s  w ith  2 8  stu d en ts per e lem en ta ry  sc h o o l teach er c o m m o n p la c e . Our 
ch ildren  w ill be le ss  lik e ly  to su c c e e d  in sch o o l w ith  th is in crease  and m ore ch ildren  w ill 
fall through th e  crack s.

T h e  C ity  o f  Juneau and the S ta te o f  A la sk a  both con trib u te fu n d in g  for sc h o o ls . 
C urrently, the C ity ’s con tr ib u tio n  is  at the m ax im u m  le g a lly  a llo w e d  (the "cap"). L oca l 
teachers re c e iv ed  a w e ll-d e se r v e d  ra ise  th is year as their  sa laries h a v e  not kept up w ith  
in fla tion . In con trast to the loca l support sh o w n  for s c h o o ls , the S ta te  con trib u tion  to 
A lask a  sc h o o ls  has ra ised  little  in the last d eca d e . T h e  L eg is la tu re  and G overn or c la im  
they  w ill protect ed u ca tio n  fu n d in g , but th is o n ly  m ea n s th ey  w ill not cu t from  current 
fund ing  le v e ls . In the m ea n tim e , in fla tion  has ch ip p ed  a w a y  at ed u ca tio n  fu n d in g  and the  
real va lu e  o f  student f. n d in g  has d ecrea sed . W e are h o ld in g  our ch ild ren  feet to the fire  
by settin g  ed u ca tio n  b en ch m ark s, but w e  a lso  n eed  to p ro v id e  the fu n d in g  n eed ed  for  
each  student to h a v e  a fa ir  ch a n ce  at m ee tin g  the n ew  testin g  req u irem en ts.

T h e  G overn or and L e g is la tu r e  need  to ch a n g e  the m ea n in g  o f  "protecting education"  
from  no ed u cation  cu ts  to in crea se  ed u cation  fu n d in g . F or Juneau s c h o o ls , a $ 4 0 0  
in crease  in the p cr-slu d en t a llo ca tio n  w o u ld  m aintain  c la s se s  al the e x is t in g  s iz e , rather 
than su ffer in g  an in crea se  in c la ss  s iz e . In creasin g  fu n d in g  to m atch in fla tion  a lso  is  
critica l. I request that ed u ca tio n  fu n d in g  be in creased  lo  m eet our c h ild r e n ’s basic pub lic  
ed u cation  n eed s. I am  w illin g  to pay for th ese  in crea ses  through b road -b ased  taxes.

M ik e  S ig ler

H arborview  E lem en ta ry  S c h o o l p arent



State of Alaska 
Representative John Harris 
House Finance Chair

March 5, 2004 
Dear Mr. Hams

As a family member who has seen the devastation of the disease of addiction, I am writing as a 
concerned Alaskan about the proposed $600,000 cut to Alcohol and drug treatment programs, I am 
asking that this money NOT BE CUT and that alcohol and drug treatment be FULLY FUNDED.

Some things are very clear to me Mr. Harris. Alcoholism is a disease. We have more than enough 
medical evidence to prove this. It is fundamentally a brain disease Once a person becomes addicted, 
only medical treatment will work. Unfortunately this Is not medical treatment where you can give a 
person a pill and the disease goes away. The addicted person has to leam a new way of living. This 
takes time.

AJaska Is #1 In the country In alcoholism. Our suicide rate, which is often connected with drug or 
alcohol use is through the roof this year. We cannot take any more cuts. Many Alaskans do not have 
health benefits and do not qualiry for Medicaid. They will need treatment and will not be able to afford It 
The result is that they will take up more jail b eds and you cannot treat a medical condition with a prison 
term. Emergency rooms will become overrun with people In need of detoxification services which ends 
up costing the state and our citizens thousands while placing undue burdens on emergency services.

There Is talk of cutting the Alcohol Safety Action program. This must continue to be funded as 
accountability is a part of the treatment of the illness of addiction. If left on their own most addicts will 
not comply with seeking treatment without a mitigating party to answer to. I would suggest that this 
program be funded as a Misdemeanor Services program within the Alaska court system, or revert to a 
Department of Public Safety program. It Is our opinion that either of these moves would preserve an 
important monitoring service and could still place the responsibility of the crime back where It belongs, 
on the person who committed the crime. To do otherwise is inconsistent with your core service goals to

• Reduce the number of Alaskans afflicted with alcoholism and substance abuse
AND

• Preventing and mitigating threats to public health.

Child abuse and neglect often occurs with the presence of alcohol and drug abuse. You can 
expect our children to be more at risk If you block access to treatment by cutting funding. The 
statistics speak for themselves. To cut funding for treatment would essentially mean doing what is 
inconsistent with you core service goal of:

• Protect children from abuse and neglect
’• k

Overall, your cuts would appear would appear to go against your Mission:To promote end protect the health and well being of Alaskans
I cannot stress enough that LIVES depend on treatment People die from this affliction and your cuts 
may mean life or death for someone. I am again asking that the propoeed $600.000 cut to Alcohol 
and drug treatment programs be voted against. I am asking that this money NOT BE CUT and 
that alcohol and drug treatment be FULLY FUNDED. Alaskan lives depend on it.

.0 Box 34045 
Juneau, AK. 99803 ' 
907-364-3830



Jan Me3dag

House Finance Committee:

I have heard that there is the potential of residenti! treatment for substance dependence being cut. Please, Please 
reconsider plans to cut reside, mal treatment. Addiction is a very serious problem in out stated. Once addiction has 
progressed, it is very difficult to stop if not almost impossible to stop without treatment. Residential treatment focusses on 
those seriously ill residence in our state who can not make it without the structure of a residential facility.

Many in this population do not have Medicaid of insurance. They need and want treatment but can not afford it. If they can 
not be treated, they will still take up emergency rooms or take up jail beds. Family often end up on Public Assistance 
becaue of their financial problems. Cost to the state remains because the state will pay through another less desirable 
route. It seems more cost effective if people are treated for addiction. I have been involved in the field for many years and 
I have seen many whose lives are better and improved because of treatment.

Jan Mesdag

'4 a * - •
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March 5, 2004

Representative John Harris House Finance Chair

Fax 465.3799

As a taxpayer, I am concerned that you a.-* considering cutting funding for residential treatment for people with alcohol and/or other drug dependence. If the state does not support residential and 
inpatient treatment for people with drugs and alcohol dependence, only the wealthy will be able to afford treatment. Those without insurance or other means of payment for treatment will flood our emergency rooms and correction centers. 85 -  95% of all child abuse Is related to alcohol and/or other drugs, ̂ nd without Intervention the danger to our most vulnerable citizens will increase dramatically. The impact and cost of that damage is incalculable end those who survive will be angry, bitter, and antisocial individuals who will follow the same path and the cycle repeats over and over again. If anything, you should be considering increasing the funding for more residential treatment centers capable of providing wrap-around services to insure an increase in positive outcomes.Please, do not reduce funding for residential drug and/or alcohol treatment centers. If you do, we will all suffer the serious consequences of your mistake for many years to come.

Sinceralv \

Cyndte-Fbrd Purdy 9475 Eagle St. Juneau, AK 99801 907.789.5523



Date: March 5,2004
To: House Finance Chair, Representative John Harris 465-3799 

From: Samantha Abem athy'^f^

Re: proposed $600,000 cut to Residential Alcohol/drug treatment

I am writing to support the continence o f monies for alcohol and drug 
treatment in the state o f Alaska. Alaska had the highest rate o f injury de? th in 
the United States during 1986 1992. Higher rates occurred in rural Alaska, 
where the majority o f injury deaths were alcohol-related and among Alaska 
Natives. In Alaska, the prevalence of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder is 
higher than the national average.

I believe it is our duty as a state to provide alcohol and drug treatment services 
to Alaska Natives and all peoples o f Alaska, as the projected figures o f death 
will only increase. Additionally, the cost o f medical care and incarceration will 
not offset the monies saved by not providing alcohol and drug treatment.

Thank you.
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To Representilive John Harris:

I am a victim of domestic violence and 1 am also a concerned parent I think the proposed cut in our 
Alcohol/Drug treatment plan would not only effect my family but thousands of others too. This service is 
an important part of recovery for a large percent of our resident. It doesn’t just effect the offender it 
effects the innocent people involved. Please consider the innocent and help us by helping the recovery of 
chemical abusers before the innocent die. Thank you Jodi Miracle.
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I am very concerned that the grants for the Council on Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault is down $648,000 which will impact 21 programs 
statewide. This would be a travesty and seriously endanger the safety o f 
women and children in Alaska.

As the Youth Educator at Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Lining, I 
provide classes and presentations on the prevention o f  domestic violence and 
sexual assault for students ranging from pre-school through college. Last 
month alone I taught classes to over 300 teenagers. T also train teachers and 
agency workers on the effects o f domestic violence on children and how to 
work with children from violent homes. I provide parenting classes and 
attend health fairs to let people know o f our services and provide 
information as needed by the public, I believe that through the process o f 
education we can help prevent future generations from experiencing 
domestic violence and sexual assault.

The proposed cuts would eliminate this service to the community. My part- 
time position would certainly disappear, as would the shelter’s Children 
Program that provides advocacy and support groups for children living at the 
shelter as well as non-residents. I f  we want to end the inter-generational 
continuance o f  domestic violence and sexual assault, we need to educate the 
community and help the children learn how to have healthy relationships and 
not grow up to become victims or abusers.

I’m asking that the $648,000 be restored to the Council on 
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault. My concern is not just for the youth 
education and child advocacy positions that will be lost, but for the future 
safety o f women and children in Alaska. As a way to provide the revenue for 
these important programs, I would be happy to pay a state income tax. I 
believe that’s the only fair way to pay for services needed by our state.

Sincerely,

To  the members of the House Budget Finance Committee:

]

V outh Educator
Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Living
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4 3 9 7  Julep Street 
Juneau A K  99801

M arch 5 , 20 0 4

H ou se F inance C om m ittee  
A laska State Legislature

RE: B udget cuts to A laska  M arine H igh w ay  System

Southeast A laska geography is coastal and island, a geography quite un like the rest o f  the  
U nited  States. In such ail area, w here hum an habitation is  confined  to narrow strips o f  
coastline and islands, seaborne transportation is  the basic transportation infrastructure 
w ith in  the area, as w ell as an im portant link  to areas outside. Ferry transportation is  
relatively  lo w  cost, has a lo w  im pact on the environm ent, and continues to operate in 
w eather conditions w h en  tho air alternative cannot.

The call for im proved ferry service has been clearly  m ade. T h e need for im proved  ferry 
transportation am ong Southeast com m unities is  ob v iou s and indisputable: serv ice  that is 
faster, m ore frequent, m ore convenient, and m ore reliable. B etter f e n y  links are 
necessary  to support com m crco and society; w ithout them  a num ber o f  sm aller  
com m unities w ill w ither.

Tho budget proposal to cut ten percent from M arine H igh w ays m aintenance and 
operations is  a m ove in the w rong direction entirely, curtailing and degrading service. 
T his is  n ot a cut o f  fat, it is a cut from the flesh  and bone o f  vital transportation  
infrastructure. It is self-destructive, and m akes no sense. W h y buy n ew  ferries, i f  you  
lack the m eans to operate them  together w ith  the rest o f  the ex istin g  system ?

R oads cannot connect an island and coastal environm ent. T he m ain  reason for build ing  
them  is federal h igh w ay  m oney. Our congressional delegation  should  d evote  m ore effort 
to obtaining m ore liberal provisions for u sin g  such  m on ey  for transport adapted to the 
peculiar needs o f  Southeast, the A laska M arine H igh w ay  System .

I strongly oppose any budget cut for M arine H ighw ays.

R ep. B ruce W cyhrauch
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RESOURCE CENTER FOR PARENTS AND CHILDREN
1401 KEL.LUM STREET 

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 
PHONE (907) 456-2866 FAX (907) 451-8125 

rcpc@rcpcfairbanks.orgRCPC 
Ybur Parenting Information Center

Via fax: 465-6813 
March 5, 2004
Dear House Finance Committee members:
It has come to my attention that the Councit on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault budget has been cut and is down by $648,000 from the original amount of $1.5 million. These cuts will severely impact these much needed services to 
those caught in the cycle of family violence.
The impacts to the Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Living are severe and 
long lasting:

• Loss of d.v. education in our schools
• Limiting the number of clients who may reside each night in the shelter
• Cutting back on legal advocacy resources
• Discontinuing services offered to children of family violence

Your restoration of the $850,000 will go along way to keeping these families safe and helping to teach kids about the risk and protective factors in family violence. As the director of the Resource Center for Parents and Families, along with the staff we directly see the results of family violence and how it affects all of us in this community.
I urge you to restore the funds to the Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault budget and I strongly support use of an income tax or the permanent fund to provide these valuable services to Alaskan families.
Warm Regards, -

Coieen Turner Executive Director

A Chapter ol Prevent Child Abuse - America 
and

A Member Agency of United Way of the Tannna Valley

mailto:rcpc@rcpcfairbanks.org
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March 4, 2003

R t f ) 1;

Barbara Bird via email to the Sitka LIO office:

Please forward my request to not cut any more senior citizen benefits. W e’ve 
been whittled to the bone. Also, it would be nice if Gov. Murkowski would 
rein in his own extravagant expenditures!!

Sincerely, Barbara Bird, 1501 Edgecumbe Drive, Sitka, AK 99835

hpbobby@ptialaska.net

mailto:hpbobby@ptialaska.net
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M a r c h  5 ,  2 0 0 4

To the Finance Committee;

My understanding is one o f the items to be discussed in budget 
hearing is a considerable cut to the Alaska State Ferry System which would 
amount to a 10% reduction in service to Southeast communities.
Our service has already been reduced considerably. This is important means 
transportation among the villages and cities. The ferries make it through in 
all kinds o f weather whjin planes aren’t able to fly.
Future plans for roads (God help us) will be years in the making, in the mean 
time we need to keep the ferries in operating conditions.
Questions 1 have are the highways and roads taking a cut? After all this is 
our highway.
Times are hard for the state as well as for the citizens. Please give 
consideration for keeping the ferry schedule at the present schedule. We in 
Southeast don’ t ask for much and seem to be a stepchild o f the state.
Sincerely,

Dorothy Thpmsen 
3505 Halibut Point Road 
Sitka, Alaska 99835



M A R -0 5 -2 0 0 4  F R I 0 4 : 2 2  PI1 CH ILD  CARE ASSISTANCE FAX NO. 9 0 7 4 5 9 1 2 8 0 P. 0 2

g  F a i r b a n k s  North Star Borough Health &$ocial8 ervices
Commissiony 520  pifu, /\ve p o  00x71267  Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 (907)459-1474 f.«>; <onv) 4so-i20o

To: House Finance Committee
C &From: Carrie Dershin, Chair, Health and Social Services Commission "

H alo: March 5 , 2 0 0 4

Subject: Hum an S ervices C om m unity M atching Grant

On b eh alf o f  the I ieallh  and Socia l S ervices C om m ission , I w ould  like to thank yon for reinstating the 
C om m unity M atching Grant in the am ount o f  $ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 . A s a fo llo w  up to m y testim on y from  
yesterday even ing , I inn pleased to provide you w ith  a brief report on the com m unity  im pact o f  the 
I luman S ervices C om m unity M atching Grant. T his w ill further illustrate the need to continue this vital 
grant program.

It is m y hope that you are already w ell aware o f  the im pact that these funds have on the d elivery  o f  
cssaU ial human services w ithin our com m unity. T hese range front hot m eals and em ergen cy  food 
b oxes to attainable health care to youth leadership and m entoring. T he serv ices that are provided by our 
local non-profits are non-duplicative, e ffic ien t and cost-cfTcctive.

In I’YO.1, stale funds o f  $ 3 1 2 ,0 8 3  com bined w ith the B orough allocation  o f  $ 1 8 4 ,2 9 1  leveraged  a total 
com m unity value o f  $ 4 ,9 4 6 ,7 6 7  w hen other sources o f  funds and the va lu e o fin -k iiid  donations arc 
considered. Jn short, these funds provided a va lue to the com m unity fo u n e  on lim es that o f  this actual 
grant dollars allocated.

Tho need lo preset vo th is grant is great. T he im pact that these funds have in our com m u n ity  is 
significant. The health and care o f  our com m unity is  critical to the overall growth and d evelop m en t o f  
our future. Unfortunately the future o f  (he C om m unity M atching Grant is at risk. S in ce  I‘Y 02 , stale  
funding for the C om m unity M atching Grant has decreased 42% . W ith the M at-Su U orough now  elig ib le  
for the funding as w e ll, this reduces the am ount com in g into our com m unity  even  fun her. Umher than 
the com bined total o f  $ 3 3 1 .014  com in g to agen cies as in F Y 04 , w e could see  approxim ately on ly  
,$267,000. T his roughly translates in lo  not seven , but on ly  fiv e  local agen cies that cou ld  receive  this 
grunt. T h is is dow n from the e lev en  agencies o f  tw o years ago.

An additional $ 2 3 6 ,0 0 0  allocated to the proposed $ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  w ould  keep tis at the sam e funding level o f  
FY 04. T he need for serv ices is go in g  to continue to increase. Our safety  net w hich  has boc.it hold 
together by our local non-profits is continuing to be stretched and could lo se  its strength w ithout tho 
necessary fiscal support from our local com m unity and our state. The H um an S erv ices C om m unity  
M atching Grant is nn exceptionally cost-effhclivc  u se o f  public dollars that ex em p lifie s  I lie d eep ly  rooted  
philosophy o f  neighbors help ing neighbors. Thank yo u  for the valuable work that you  do and for your 
continued and future support keeping our com m unities healthy and w ell.
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Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development

Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
Governor's Committee on Employment & Rehabilitation 

Of People with Disabilities

March 6, 2004
House Finance Committee

F M N K H . MURKOWSKJ, COVERNO*

801 West 10" SbMt, S u it A 
Junoau, Alaska 99801 
V/TTY; (907) 405*2814 
FAX; (907)465-2856

Dear Members of the Committee;
I would like to address the proposed cuts to the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation. Governor Murkowski's proposed cut of $138,000 to the Administration sections of VR and the Division's decision to dose the Bethel office would not significantly impact services to consumers. However the additional $126,000 proposed by the Committee would have a magnifying and devastating affect on persons receiving services. Because these are matching funds an equal reduction in federal funds would occur totaling $252,000. These cuts would be in direct dient services and would trigger an Order of Selection process In the State of Alaska. This means that some clients would be dropped and others would not receive services at all. Those not served would find It even more difficult to get off Sodal Security and Medicaid. They would probably stay on those programs. The order of selection probably would also result in more sign ups to SS resulting in more individuals on Medicaid. In the spirit of producing more jobs and putting our citizens to work this is counter productive.
As in the Independent Living programs these dollars help to get people off Medicaid and Social Security. Without the opportunity for training and chance to improve, these individuals would continue stay on these non-productive programs. These are dollars well spent.
If these cuts go through the Sitka and Kodiak offices are slated for closure. Sitka was being served out of the Juneau office for almost a year and it proved not to work. The work load in Juneau had increased leaving Sitka almost unserved, not to mention that all clients in Angoon, Kake, Petersburg, Wrangell would be underserved or dropped.
Please find the funds so as not to eliminate the $126,000 in client services to the 
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation. Thank you.

'Jerry Kainualinen GCERPD Member
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From: "Sharon John" <shjohn@gd.net>
To: <Silk^_Llo@legis,s(at0.aK.us>
Cc: 'Vicki Keele" <Vjeki_K«ele®labor.state.ak,us>; "Lisa April" ■rtisa_april@labor.state.ak.us>
Sant: Friday, March 05, 2004 5:06 PM
Subject: Sitka DVR

I would like to respond to the proposed closure o f the Sitka DVR office due to stated budget 
reduction.

t 2002 as I was leaving my shift at the Pioneer’s Home here in Sitka, I was struck by a hit and run 
\iver and lay unconscious in the street for approximately 15-20 minutes before taken to the 
hospital. I now suffer from Traumatic Brain Injury with balance problems, headaches, memory 
deficits, cognitive function deficit, tinnitus, impaired comprehension with difficulty in new or 
abstract thoughts, and right eye sluggishness, to name some problems associated with ray injury. 
Having been in the nursing field 40 years, this was the only work I knew when I was suddenly 
removed from my vocation. After two years o f being unable to work, I linked up with the Sitka DVR 
and right away was able 1o begin testing to ascertain what the potential for my future was, and now 
have pending appointments with other entities to hopefully assist me in becomming more produ' 
as time goes on.

Because my ability to drive is likely going to be fairly short lived, it’s a real blessing to hav 
office close by for visits. I would not like to think about having to travel great distances for 
appointments, and, due to veiy poor ferry service in Sitka, the very people DVR is committed to 
helping, would experience a ‘double whammy5— becoming even more victimized by the lack o f 
facilities in town, poor transportation services AND getting thrown into unfamiliar surroundings in 
order to be given an appointment with D VR  offices elsewhere.

I sincerely hope this office w ill remain open for the good o f this unique community... it is neededl 

Sincerely,

Sharon John

3/6/04

mailto:shjohn@gd.net
mailto:rtisa_april@labor.state.ak.us
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I w a s ex trem ely  d istressed  to  hear o f  p lan s to cut A lask a 's A lc o h o l S a fe ty  A c tio n  Program  
budget. S a v in g  m o n ey  is  a lw a y s  g o o d , but th is is  not the w a y  to do it. A S A P  p rogram s are 
d esig n ed  o n  severa l le v e ls  to sa ve  m o n e y  and there is  apparent m isu n d ersta n d in g  about w h at the 
A S A P  fu n ction  actu a lly  is.

A lco h o l and other drugs are in v o lv e d  in  a lm o st th ree-fourths o f  a ll cou rt c a se s  in  A la sk a . W hat 
A S A P s do is  to o ffer  an a ltern ative to regular sen ten c in g  p ro to co ls  for p e o p le  w h o se  o ffe n se s  
in v o lv e  drugs and a lco h o l. T h ese  p e o p le  are g iv e n  the c h o ic e  o f  r e c e iv in g  an A S A P  screen in g  
and then c o m p ly in g  w ith  treatm ent or ed u cation  reco m m en d a tio n s in d ica ted  b y  th is screen in g .
In th is w a y  A S A P s  p ro v id e  early  in terven tion s to catch  drin k in g  and d ru g g in g  b eh a v io rs b efore  
they b e c o m e  ser io u s hea lth  risks to  c lie n ts  and create ser io u s c o s ts  to  so c ie ty .

In addition , A S A P s  serv e  as a sp e c ia liz e d  probation  fu n ctio n  to m o n ito r  th ese  c lie n ts  for  
co m p lia n ce . W h en  A S A P s  take o v er  a lc o h o l-  and other d rug-related  c a se s , court d o ck ets  
b eco m e le ss  c lo g g e d  and probation  c a se lo a d s  are ligh ten ed . T h e  n u m b ers are con sid era b le  - 
8 ,5 0 0  D U I o ffen d ers  are m on itored  b y  A S A P  p rogram s each  year. A S A P s  insure increased  
co m p lia n ce  as w e ll . W h en  fu n d in g  for an A S A P -a ff ilia te  program  in  K en a i, A la sk a , w a s  cut last 
year, ab sen tee ism  ju m p ed  SO percen t in  tw o  m onths.

It seem s iron ic  to m e that on  the first d ay  o f  th is  year's le g is la t iv e  s e s s io n , a drunk driver ran into  
your fen ce  b efo re  m id d ay . It is  d ou b tfu l that the driver d id  th is  d e lib era te ly . P e o p le  do not set  
ou t to break the law  b y  d rin k in g  and d riv ing; rather, th e y  are e ith er  y o u n g  and fo o lish  and in 
need  o f  ed u cation , or th ey  are in  the grip s o f  a d isea se  that c lo u d s  their ju d g m en t. T h e  fen ce  
in cid en t is  a dram atic in d ica tio n  o f  h o w  b a d ly  w e  n eed  to fund m ore e f fe c t iv e  a lco h o l and other  
drug p reven tion , in terven tion  and treatm ent program s. T h e  last th in g  A la sk a  n eed s is to pu ll the  
p lu g  on  th is funding.

P lease  do not w ith d raw  fu n d in g  from  our A S A P s .

S in cere ly , .

u d s m
Barbara B lack m an  
6 5 9 0  G lac ier  H ig h w a y  #151  
Juneau, A K  9 9 801  
(9 0 7 )  7 8 0 -6 2 4 2  
b b lack m n @ p tia lask a .n et

Dear Governor Murkowski:

mailto:bblackmn@ptialaska.net
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Mi my name is Dawn Jurado
1 was referred lo Voc Rehab by my probation officer and with their help 1 
have been able to pet iny life on irack.
Voc Rehab has:

*» I Iolped me stay alcohol free
* Uncom aged me to work on my basic skills
vi> 1 lelped me bnikl confidence in myself and positive work ethics
® Assisted ino in getting a job and face reality in tbe work place

Wilhoul Voc Rehab I would probably have continued to drink and would 
likely be in jail today, Because of VR 1 am off probation, my self-esteem is 
nuieb higher and 1 have a good job with benefits.
ff funding lor all o f the social service agencies gets cut people are going to 
go crazy and probably get into more trouble because there will be no help 
available -  people's lives arc at stake.
Everyone needs someone lo believe in them!
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Toll Freo ; (860)406-3535 
Phone: (007)486-3535 

Fox: (907)486-7689 
115 Mill Roy Rond 

Kodiak, Alaska 90015 
Email: sofeitarbor@gci.net

Maiv.li 05, ?.()(> I

Re: V ocational Rehabilitation Support

T o  W hom  ft M ay  Concern:

A rut in funding U> K odiak’s V ocational Rehabilitation w ould  be a trem endous b low  to the serv ices  
Kodiak C ouncil on A lcoh olism  provides as Ihe majority o f  our clients are in need oiThu.se serv ices to yet their 
lives back on trace as they h ave been outside the mainstream o f  so c ie ty . A s the E xecu tive D irector o f  S a le  
(la ilm r 1 w as on ce  o n e  o f th e s e  people and d ie serv ices t in t  V ocational R ehabilitation provided m o allow ed  m e
10 gel m y  degree and b eco m e a productive m em ber o f  soc ie ty  as opposed to a burden. I f  these serv ices  are 
pulled the State w ill Mill pay Ihe cost I hough it w ill be in d ie  area o l‘pub lic  safety  and the Departm ent o f  
Correct in in.

11 you have any further questions please feel free to contact m e al die above num ber. Thank you .

/  s . /

D, S cu ll ,‘Smith, M A I’S
Uxwuiivn Dinvlor 
Sale Harbor Tienlmonl Eueilily

mailto:sofeitarbor@gci.net
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Public Comment 
House Finance Committee 
Saturday, March 06,2004 
. Donald R. Roberts Jr.

Re: 118 375 Operating Budget / Loans Funds;
HB - 377 Mental Health Budget

Mr Chairman my name is Don Roberts Jr. I live at 264 Lilly Drive in Kodiak. 
Thank you for this opportunity.
I speak in favor of Vocational Rehabilitation component of the budget and the 
Mental Health Budget. The long term economic and social consequences of not 
funding these is lar greater than any savings that might be had.
In addition, many people by virtue of their disability may not be able to participate 
in these proceedings, it would not be reasonable to interpret their silence as lack of 
concern.
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IV taPfl j  (pjb
For the Hearing, 7:QfcPM~on March/Uh, 2004

(tentlernen:
I am a ofi-yaar resident of Kodiak and have a deep human Investment here. As a physician 1 have always been concerned about the people in my community, i served on a number of Stalea Boards as well as the Borough Assembly. More important, I was a founder of a number of non- 

government volunteer organizations (NGO's) that were formed to meet perceived needs of our people.
As is the case in all developing communities, Kodiak grew and the task of each NGO grew with it, to the point that volunteers either burned out or "went public" by forming non-profit corporations. Over the course of fifty years, most "went public" obtained funds, and were able to hire a director. There arc, perhaps, a dozen such organizations and they have 

tilled just about ovary perceived need in our community. Because volunteers ware still involved, they are much more efficient than would be the surnes services, were they to be provided by the government.
I have been very proud of Kodiak and its sensitivity to the needs of Its people. No one- has to sleep outside, No one has to go hungry. There 

Is protected housing and counselling for the abused and the abusers. There is treatment available for mental Illness and addiction, There areseveral effective organizations for youth.
Because the State has not provided cost-of-living increase to any of Ihe NGO's over the Iasi ten years, they have been mercilessly "squeezed" for finances. Now, gentlemen, a number of them are severely Compromisevl-Kodink Youth Services is closing and others are on the verge--because of the austere budget and the flagrant disregard of the most important community enterprise-car/ng for people. You pretend that this Is financially necessary when the undivided profits of the permanent fund contain millions of dollars intended to support State services when the need arise*?.
Tho n90d has nrisen, and, In should do something about it!

Dr. Bob Johnson
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THl£ PERM ANENT FUND  
A N D  THR STATE

in  19G'f, when (ho. .Scale leg isla tu re  instituted Ihc Perm anent Fund, we all Ihoughl it 
v/iis ft w onderful idc-ii. M any o f  us thought that (his would be our salvation when, or if, the 
Slate ever ran into trouble. Since then, due lo  excellent m anagem ent and good tim es, it lifts
grown ctiHMdivuhty.

Prior to my D im '-year stint on the Borough A ssem bly, 1996-9K, 1 had never lieen  
much in (ores led JfJ the m anagem ent o f Slate finances. During my tenure on the A ssem bly, 1 
discovered that the State Imd been squeezing the borough budget for ten years by 
disregarding, the increased coat o f  living. I learned, also, that there was no long range 
financial plan, 't hus I was pleased lo see n proposal by (he Alaska M unicipal League for u 
long range plan to use. unreserved Perm anent Fund incom e and an incom e tax that would  
have, provided consistent funding to maintain Slate .services over time.

The Tx-ar-iie plan was rejected by the legislature and, instead, they have dipper! into 
(he. C’oiisliir.llonftl budget Reserve, our emergency fund, to cover budget deficits, still 
reducing fow lin g  lor basic State program s and local com m unities.

Reviewing ttvi history o f  the fund, since its inception, I find the legislature has had 
ihc wisdom to allocs to a portion o f the unreserved funds back into the fund to cover for 
hdkition, initl Ims paid dividends to each o f us as well. W hat was left could have been used  
for anything tlw  legislature decided—-it was not part o f  Ihc principal and not subject to the 
need o f  approval by ballot, I found that, since inception, $7,394,000,000 had been 
reinvested k ic k  into tho principal o f  the Fund. This year, that figure am ounted lo 
$345,(>00,000, jiroS/ubly enough to have, covered the budget deficit.

The time Isas conic to re-think this matter. The Perm anent Fund has reached a 
point w hew  It wilt continue to earn enough to provide for inflation and dividends and 
increase the p iiuripal, The unreserved incom e con be used to beef up faltering ,State 
services; nw inlcuanro o f State buildings, Fish ik (ia inc, Highways, Schools, Law  
lio forrcm iu l, etc. 1?' additional funds arc needed they should be supplied by an incom e tax, 
the twist equitable lav, since it takes from those in proportion lo what they earn and It (axes 
(tie incom e o f the enterprising soul who comes from elsewhere. The dividend could very 
likely pay the (ax for 1Imsi: in the lower income brackets,

A  word about Males Tax. This is the one resource available lo local com m unities to 
pnividc local funding for lltcir program s. If A nchorage and Fairbanks need additional 
Income, they m ay institute their own Sales Tax nnd not push a State lax that com prom ises 
umxt o f  the snv.dk r com m m uties.

In sum m ary, gentlem en, it Is high time to adopt a long range financial plan, The  
best plan Is lo  utilize the unreserved earnings o f  the perm anent Fund and an incom e tax, and  
leave the C0fV>(ll0lir,iul budget reserve alone. Jty all means, do not institute a statewide 
sales lux!
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Good A fternoon...
M y  Name* is Aharon Dolph . I am 22  Years O ld.
I am a V ,K . C lient.

Local V .R . support is important to me because my telephone skills 

for making long distance calls are li mi ted. / /

V .R . has made a big difference in my life ,
I got support fo r a stuttering problem when speech ther a py

was not found anywhere else in Kodiak. / /

1 also have support for my jo b  to improve my skills at work. / /  

This has been possible with the local support system in Kodiak .

Local V .R . resources help to make my life  better.

Thank you, 

vfkc\von -Chip I
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Testimony on proposed OPERATING BUDGET HB 375
This is Joanna Williams ,STAR Coordinator at Bethel Community Services and Mike 
Hanes, DD Case Manager at Bethel Community Sendees. We know o f many people that 
utilize the Vocational Rehabilitation services in this area and it has tremendously helped 
the individual with their self esteem and helped them get on their feet. It’s the people we 
provide services to and have referred to Vocational Rehabilitation here in Bethel, Alaska. 
The services have made big differences for the individuals with disabilities and the 
individuals are contributing back into the community by continuing to work and keeping 
the economy going as well. Having the office or service in Bethel or in any rural area is 
very beneficial to outlining areas because it is closer to where we live and the counselor 
knows and understands the environment/culture.
We feel that closing the rural Vocational Rehabilitation office is not fair for individuals 
with disabilities from the rural areas. The ‘big’ offices in the cities like Anchorage have 
no first hand clue o f what it’s like to live in the rural area and we don’t feel that they will 
not deliver the best service. We have worked together with the local Vocational 
Rehabilitation Counselor- Vicki Keele in promoting choice and opportunities for our 
consumers. Vicki has been very helpful and been available to many consumers from 
surrounding villages. If we don’t have a Vocational Rehabilitation counselor available 
locally, it will take too long to provide those services to our people in the villages. We 
hope that yon understand why wc need the Vocational Rehabilitation offices in the rural 
areas open.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Mike Hanes, DD Case Manager
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1 am writing you about the proposed reduction o f $126,000 in 
general funds to the Dept o f Labor and Workforce Development, 
Vocational Rehabilitation,
A reduction o f $126,000 in general funds would amount to a loss 
o f $252,000 due to the corresponding federal match that would 
reduce dollar for dollar.
The impact o f the proposed reduction on Services Delivered to the 
Public would be in the Vocational Rehabilitation Client Services 
component and will have an affect on the divisions ability to 
deliver vocational rehabilitation services to people with disabilities 
and to help them become employed, This would adversely effect 
our economy as we have many very reliable people with 
disabilities who have entered and who are willing to enter into the 
workforce.
The intended cut will result in a wait list for Vocational 
Rehabilitation Services that would affect an estimated 420 
individuals with disabilities.
I urge you to reconsider the reduction o f $126,000 in General 
Funds from the Dept o f Labor and Workforce Development FY 
2005 budget.

Thank you sincerely; ' Y I A m & k .  ( Q _______
Martha Outwater, Maniilaq Voc Rehab Project Director
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L orraine and Doc 
P.O. Box 874C i 

4484 W. N ew er*  
WasiU*, Alaska

907-373-1695 Phone -  90

Helling
5
rive

373-1495 Fa*

ItttiaoflV Rtgjirdiu I adtct Cali
lo

Department of Vocational Uhabilitmti om

( S t TV kIn 1956, t t  the age o n  8, my  husband, Don H elling, w  
N ow , at the age o f  65 , h e  can look back on h is life and eiyoy  
In real estate, a lim e o f  ait d a ise s  and paintings, tw o unpublilh 
he was 63. Not on ly  did we m any  at a late age, but Don tool 
hom e in W asilla, leaving behind a  hom e in Colorado that wa 
done som ething with h is life, despite severe physical lim itztii! *

Despite a hospital accident last summer which has taken cb n  t 
remains poaitive and looks ahead to getting back to his desk 
w hich w n  h n l i k a S  by the D V R . A  plan Is i s  prograu to  
computer program. What a blessing and encouragement to h  
help o f  rha DVR. Don has talent as an author both in the fiel 
encouragement, The D V R  expects to bo able 10 help him  put i 
•tcouragem ent which w ill help many w ho ir e  disabled or■ fee m

Without this voice activated computer program, Don would 
in his life, a voice activated computer Is the only w ay he is ab 
people need a  future to look forward to, just as the rest o f  us v 
a future and a way to help support our family, through his wr 
enjoy com m unication with his ham radio buddius, Internet r 
family end friends, as soon M he recovers from the hospital

T he DVR has helped us in other w ays, toe, enabling Don SO 
would like to bring the Importance o f  the work at the DVR to 
review  any budget cuts that arc being considered. The D V R  1 si 
h d ep cn d m i and more productive In their lives, even to the ptfm  
th in  being confined to an Institution. I m ight add that cost t< 
disabled perion is able to remain at home,

Thank you for your carcfril consideration o f  this mt ttcr.

Sincerely,

Lorraine and p on  He lling

with polio, leaving him  a quadriplegic.
le memory o f  accom plishm ents,.....a career

ed books and our marriage (his first) when 
lit  first airline flight and m oved to m y  
fully equipped for a wheelchair. D on has

a yaar out o f  our live# for recovery. Don  
d vaic* activated com puter program , 

elp Don continue writing with this special 
n  to have an attainable goal, thanks to the 
o f  histories 1 fiction and in (he area o f  

ish his works, especially h is book on  
g major difficulties In life,

b without hope Of writing again. A t th is  time 
: to prepare h is manuscripts. Disabled  
io have normal abilities. D w i has hope for 
ing. Beyond his writing, D m  w ill again 

ch, and e-m ail com m unication with 
a ir id en i

and work al hom e. Both Don and I 
'our attention and ask that you carefully  
Jps disabled ptoplo bacon* more 
1 o f  rem aining in their own hom es, rather 

lojfaXpaycrs is greatly reduced Vvhwt a
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To: House Finance Committee, of A laska Legislature

Re: Proposed 2005 FY  budget should enact revenuesrather than program 
slashes destructive to A bek ite  many commumfcggp/^ < /?

From: James E. Fisher,171 Fwosworth, Sotdotna99660 ^
Pho/fe: 262-9601 - fax: 262-9641

I urge enactment of revenue enhancing measures rather than cuts to vital 
or >grams such a6 the various senior programs as proposed by the 
: ibcommittee.

This budget cycle should avoid further proposed reductions1 to those affecting 
our state's most vulnerable people -  our seniors and or children

Since 1995, we have heard Alaska can not grow, or cut, its way out of a fiscal 
gap. Yet in 2004(for FY2005) we hear you considering: 1) slashing seniors’ other 
than drug help; 2) consigning children to less health maintenance; and so on.

None of any proposed cuts come close to solving the fiscal gap. Revenue 
measures should be started before any finalization of budget allocations.

An unnamed theologian said “the self righteous will lead us to heir; A laska’s 
analogy is that the proposed deterioration of A laska’s senior and education 
programs could throw us into a recession or some other kind of social hell.

(HFm33C4.t0«<lmony)

1 F o r  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  s e e  a t t a c h e d  a n a l y s i s .
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Reductions to Medicaid Waivers or Grams 
Affecting seniors and adults with physical disabilities

$€,813.0 Reductions to plans of care  (OA/APD)
S 790.4 Cost of living/ SB 105/ all waivers
$7,235.0 Cost study/ reimbursement rate reductions
57.950.0 Reduce respite/ use adult day
52.900.0 Limit Administrative and General rate to 18%
54,905.7 Quality assurance/ Medicaid fraud
51.500.0 Monitoring Tiilc HI grants
51,000.0 Eliminate PCA and respite in assisted living
56,566.9 Reduce PCA
$4,000,0 Nursing Home/ preadmission counseling
$4,43 5.5 Reduce environmental modifications
S 200.0 Increase Title ID grantees match

‘f i l l *  J * -  - « * ' 5 ^
t U -  s J & A J

J«mes E. FilNr 
171 Firmworth Btwd 
SoktotmAK 99669
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Proposed FY05 budget 
Division of Sonior and Disability Services 

Suggested impacts

Note: all references in this document refer to the page numb ere in the Department of 
Health and Social Services, FY05 Budget Overview.

Preface: one of the largest challenges feeing today’s health care system is managing 
chronic care. People wife, multiple chronic conditions have substantially more phyilcian 
contacts and arc more likely to be hospitalized each year. As the elderly age, they fece an 
increased risk of having multiple chronic conditions. A Robert Wood Johnson study 
determined that, nationwide, almost all Medicare dollars and about 80 percent of 
Medicaid resources are spent on people with chronic conditions. Page 91 o f the DHSS 
FY05, Budget Overview, contains a chart of Medicaid expenditures. This chart indicates 
that fee largest Medicaid expenditures are hospital services, physician services, 
pharmacy, and nursing home care.

The RWJ study suggt^ts that an effective chronic care model is organized around 
individuals’ needs and preferences to coordinate services with fee goal of maintaining 
health tutus and slowing disease progression. This model includes supportive services 
that are leveraged to enhance the effectiveness of medical care and to improve the quality 
of life for people with chronic conditions.

Many studies have shown that an effective coordinated community based service delivery 
system (supportive services) reduces costs across fee continuum of care. In Alaska, 
Medicaid waivers and minimal grant fending provide the basic foundation for community 
cate. This foundation helps to delay or prevent unnecessary nurcing home placement, 
assists seniors in negotiating the bewildering health care system, reduces the number of 
contacts to physicians’ offices, and can reduce hospital visits.

■ An overage cost for a senior under fee Older Alaskan’s waiver (home and
community based carc) is 518,911; compared to the average nursing home cost of
5150,000 per patient per year.

• Unfortunately, the wasting home and community based system for seniors is 
seriously under fended.

• This infrastructure will see damaging eroaion if  the FY05 proposed budget 
ieductions are implemented, resulting in higher costs in the end,

The fallowing information ia a list of suggested impacts to feo proposed budget 
reductions.

Page 160: Cost Savings from Older Alaskaus/Adulta wife Physical Disabilities 
(52,727.2) GF match and (54,090.8) Fed.

• This reduction assumes that plans of care will be reduced through contracted care 
coordination assessment.

• This aiqaificant refection ia difficult to quantify 9ince the Department has given 
no specific information about where the care plans w .1 be reduced.
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• A reduction of $6,818 in waiver sarvices will have a significant impact on those 
needing services, especially when taken in tandem with other proposed 
reductions.

P a g e  16Q» S e c o n d  y i v  c o it* o f - l tv in g  a d j u s t m e n t *  f o r  N u r s i n g  H o m e s  a n d  H o m e  a n d

C o m m u n i t y  b a s e d  w a i v e r s .  ($ 2 5 2 .9 )  G F  m a t c h  a n d  (S 3 7 .5 )  F e d .
« This savings ia based on SB10S passed by the legislature last year. That bill 

effectively reduces the number of eligible recipients for Medicaid.
• DHSS does not indicate how many people might lose their eligibility.
• We have already experienced difficulty in qualifying people for the waiver oven 

the need was clear and die eligibility criteria seemed applicable

P a g e  IS O : C o s t  S t u d y  S a v in g s  f o r  M e d i c a i d  W a i v e r s .  ( $ 2 ,8 9 4 )  G F  m a t c h  a n d

( S 4 ,3 4 1 ) F e d .
m This standardizes reimbursement rates for services across foe four waivers.
• There is little specific information in this item; this is a projected assumption of 

savings based on a study that has not yet been conducted.
•  We know that delivering services in rural nets cost more and that waivers are 

often foe essentia! key to keeping elders in their home communities.

P a g e  1 6 2 :  R e d u c e  R e s p i t e  U t i l i z a t i o n .  (  $ 3 ,1 8 0  ) G F  m a t c h  a n d  ( 5 4 ,7 7 0 )  F e d

• This reduces respite costs by using the more cost effective adult day service,
• This is an exceptionally effective cost containment strategy that also remit* in 

improved outcomes for semens.
• This strata gy, of course, only works in communities where there is an adult day 

program. Currently there are 12 adult day programs in 11 communities.
•  Respite care under the waiver it reimbursed al $22 an hour. If you divide the 

proposed $7,950.0 reduction, that equals a reduction o f 361,363 hour* of respite

P a g e  2 6 2 :  L i m i t  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  G e n e r a l  c o s t  t o  1 8 % .  ( $ 1 ,1 6 0 )  G F M  a n d
($1,740) Fed.

• We a r e  willing to do our part to contain costs, and will try to find a way to live 
within the 18% cap.

• Administrative burdans continue to increase with foe stats looking for more 
accountability financially, and in the area of outcomes that require more data 
collection and analysis

• We would be concerned if this represents & downward bend that might continue
over t im e .

P a g e  1 6 2 :  E l i m i n a t e  r e s p i t e  a n d  p e r s o n a l  c a r s  a t t e n d a n t  s e r v i c e s  i n  A s s i s t e d  L iv i n g
H o m e s .  ( $ 4 0 0 .0 )  G F  m a t c h  a n d  ( $ 6 0 0 .0 )  F e d .

• The state currently reimburses assisted living homes for service* but not for room 
and board.

• it is very difficult for the homes to make ends meet with foe current rates.
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Kenai Food Bank Policy 
on 

Soliciting and Sales Persons on Premises

Sales Persons and Individuals Soliciting Business from Food Bank staff and employees
shall adhere to the following policies and procedures on KPFB premises.

1. Sales solicitors shall call in advance and check to sec if their visitation will disrupt 
special activities taking place on that day after 4:30 p.m.

2. Sales person may visit the KPFB after 4:30 p.m. to visit with staff and after the front 
office has closed. Visitations may be allowed earlier in the day if  the Executive 
Director determines that it will not be disruptive to the Food Bank’s operations.

3. All companies soliciting business at the KPFB must show proof of being registered 
with the Kenai Peninsula Sales Tax Division.

4. Companies that have demonstrated compliance with the Kenai Peninsula Borough 
Sales Tax Ordinance may drop off brochures at the front desk before 4:30 p.m. where 
they will be made available to employees. Employees and staff are not to be solicited 
at the time the brochures or catalogs are dropped off if it is before 4:30 p.m.

5. If visitations by any one company are disruptive then they may be limited to visiting 
the KPFB once a month or banned from soliciting employees on KPFB premises at 
the discretion of Executive Director.

Adopted by the Board o f Directors on December 16 ,2003 .
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Hello My Name is Richard Warrington,
I’m from Kenai, I am a 25 years Survivor o f Traumatic Brain Injury, I moved to 

Alaska with my family in 1986.
I tried to find Services to .ielp me, there was Nothing. Even the Mental Health

Councilor's were not trained to help people with Brain Injuries.
I have worked very hard over the 18 years, to get services for people with TBI 

here in Alaska.
According to the National Statistics the State o f  Alaska has the most amount o f  

Brain Injury per capita.
From all the presentations I have made over the years, finally getting the Mental

Health Board to start looking into services for Brain Injury.
Cognitive impairments from Brain Tnjury over laps some ways with other styles 

o f mental health trouble, but arc still not the same kind o f trouble.
I was appointed to the Newly formed State o f Alaska TBI Advisory Board, to 

represent the Kenai Peninsula.
The Board is set up to help get Service's Through Out the Sate,
We receive Federal Funds from a HRSA Grant, Wif,i matching funds from the 

Mental Health Trust Authority.
Our Vcrv First Training Conference ft r the Mental Health Agencies through out 

the State, will be held the 8 & 9 . in Anchorage.
Wc arc Just getting Staged, assisting the other survivors around the state
Please Do Not Cut These Vital Funds in Mental Health,
A Whole Populat ion o f  UN-serviced people live here in Alaska, They need some 

hope for Their Lives.
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Amendment to SCS for CS HB 375(FIN) version 23-GF2040\C

Offered By: Senator

ADD

Department: Administration

Appropriation: Centralized Administrative Services

Allocation: Finance

Fund Source Number and Name: 1108 Statutory Designated Program Receipts 

Amount: $87,500

DESCRIPTION:

The Department o f Administration is requesting an FY2005 budget amendment 
increment o f $87,500 o f Statutory Designated Program Receipts for the Division o f  
Finance.

The Division o f  Finance administers a statewide credit card program for purchasing 
travel, contractual services, and commodities. Based on average annual net spent per 
account and payment history, the state receives a rebate from our credit card provider, 
First National Bank Alaska. The Division o f Finance has budgeted statutory designated 
program receipts o f $112,500 each year to use this rebate. In FY2004, the rebate was 
$158,712, and it is expected that the same amount will be forthcoming in FY2005. The 
Division o f  Finance would like to use the excess receipts o f approximately $87,500 in 
FY2005 to fund additional start up costs o f a Central Travel Office to serve all state 
agencies.

7  7 -
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Offered By: Senator Fred Dyson

ADD

Local Boundary Commission 

Community Advocacy

Community Assistance & Economic Development 

Department of Community and Economic Development 

Fund Source Amount

General Funds $30,000

• Description:
This funding is intended for the citizens and community of Eagle River, the 
second largest community in the state, to conduct community meetings and 
circulate petitions for the purpose of considering options for seceding from 
the Municipality of Anchorage and forming a separate local government.

AMENDMENT TO SCS CSHB 375 (FIN) version 23-GF2040\C

CSHH375. Amend) ,04.16 04


