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State Fundirr Jecreased 42%

Since FY 2002.

The community lostthe potential to
generate $459,466, $769,652, and
$1,287,480 cf other funds, project
income and in-kind contributions in
f Y02-03 04 respectively, due to
insufficient state funding.
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Please enlerinto the record my testimony to the r/'i/ggc e Con
Committee Nae,
Committee on a fj Dated
Bill/Subject

Tobacco use is (he leading cause o fpreventable death in Alaska, and is responsiblefor
one out o feveryfive deaths in our state. Currently with the tobacco settle money and
tobacco tax the state is taking in ovt, 570 million dollars. |fthe proposed tobacco tax
goes into effect thatfigure will top $100 million. The VS Centerfor Disease Control has
recommended that our state spend $16 million on Tobacco Prevention. That is not
happeningyet in Alaska. We need to work harder!

| totally support the Administration Amendment to remedying lastyear’s miss laid
$1,061,000 that went into the Medicaidfund by giving it back lo Tobacco Prevention. |
thank the commissionerfor bringing thisforwardforyou attention.

| urgeyou to maintain the legislature’s commitmenttofund at leastthe 20% levelfor
Tobacco Prevention. Your commitmenttofund tobacco prevention, will brighlen the
future o four children, lower the cost the state has to spend to treat tobacco diseases, and
Improve the health o fAlaskans.
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THANK YOU, MIKE SIGLER, PARENT OF 2 SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN IN
JUNEAU

TESTIMONY FOR HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE FROM A JUNEAU RESIDENT

Juneau Schools face increased class sizes

A looming budget gap is facing the Juneau School District that will severely affect the
quality of education in our public schools. Unless the Legislature increases

education funding for the next fiscal year, Juneau schools face a ten percent increase in
class size, making classes with 2S students per elementary school teacher

commonplace. Our children will be less likely to succeed in school with this increase and
more children will fall through the cracks.

The City of Juneau and the State of Alaska both contribute funding for schools.
Currently, the Citya€™ s contribution is at the maximum legally allowed (the "cap").
Local

teachers received a well-deserved raise this year as their salaries have not kept up with
inflation. In contrast to the local support shown for schools, the State contribution

to Alaska schools has risen little in the last decade. The Legislature and Governor claim
they will aGccprotect education fundingaCD, but this only means they will not cut

from current funding levels. In the meantime, inflation has chipped away at education
funding and the real value of student funding has decreased. We are holding our
childrena€™ sa€™ feet to the fire by setting education benchmarks, but we also need to
provide the funding needed for each student to have a fair chance al meeting the

new testing requirements.

The Governor and Legislature need to change the meaning of "protecting education™
from a€Tno education cutsaG™ to aG'increasc education fundingaG™ . For Juneau
schools, a $400 increase in the per-sludent allocation would maintain classes at the
existing size, rather than suffering an increase in class size. Increasing funding to

match inflation also is critical. | request that education funding be increased to meet our
childrena€™ s basic public education needs. I am willing to pay for these

increases through broad-based taxes.
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Re: Support for Public H«alth Nursing Fund Restoration Page 2 of 2

March 3,2004

Services provided by Public Health Nurses also help to expand access to health care, in communities
where there are no providers, or when other providers are unavailable to serve.

Among the most pressing and Important service issues are Increasing demands for disease control
services. This fall, for example, public health nurses were on the front lines responding to cases of
Viral Meningitis, Pertussis (Whooping Cough), Salmonella and a near-record flu season. Increased
surveillance and continued follow up for the 2000-2001 tuberculosis out break continues to be
needed. Achieving and sustaining immunization rates to protect our children, youth and adults at risk
are all essential outcomes Inthe Department of Health and Social Services mission and measures.

Disease control efforts, as we have been reminded today, are central to delivering the State's
constitutional mandate to protea and promote the public’s health. Itis also critical in assuring
Alaska’s viability as a tourist destination and place where businesses want to operate.

W e are deeply concerned with the impart of budget cuts to Public Health Nursing. The dilemma of
reduced funding and support for the Division of Public Health has resulted In a restructuring of
Alaska’s Public Health Nursing services, in an effort to limit the impact on services to communities.
Plans to transition services to the private sector are ambitious at best and without comprehensive
planning, will result in critical health services and - most Importantly - the protection of the public's
health to be threatened.

As the infrastructure for public health continues to erode, we express concern that the Division of
Public Health Section of Nursing may be spreading itself too thin, which could result In a risk to the

public's health and decreases in health outcomes for our infants, children, adults and elderly.

Ultimately, the legal responsibility for safeguarding and promoting the health of the population rests
with government public health agencies.

W e urge you to prlorlcfze full restoration of funds to the Division of Public Health Section of Nursing
along with support for atobacco tax, among other sources of revenue being proposed.

Thank you.

Marie J. LaMgne, Executive Director
Alaska Public Health Association

P.0.Box 8-1825 Anchorage, AK 9*909 907/332-1030 e-wall: puW lehealth4alaake.net www.elaokapubHoheakh.org
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A L P H A March 3, 2004

(H)FIN Hearings on CSHB375 Operating Budget

W « Urge Your Supportfor Public Health Nursing Fund Restoration!
Dear members of the House Finance Committee:

On behalf of the Alaska Public Health Association, representing over two hundred public health
professionals from across Alaska who are deeply committed to developing sound public health policy
and sustaining a strong public health system to improve the health of all Alaskans, we urge you to
restore full funding to the Division of Public Health’s Section of Nursing.

At atime when State Government takes pride in leading by focusing on Mission and Outcomes, we
are deeply concerned that proposed cuts to the Division of Public Health Nursing Section will
negatively impact health outcomes In our communities. At the very time we need to be strengthening
the public health infrastructure to respond to increasing demands for disease prevention and control,
these budget cuts risk further eroding the public health Infrastructure.

Public health nursing is the front line public health workforce in Aiaskan communities to deliver
disease prevention and protection, health promotion, and health assessment services.

The public health infrastructure extends beyond the 23 public health centers to more than 250
communities through the travel of Itinerant Public Health Nurses. In four communities, services are
contracted directly with Norton Sound Health Corporation, Maniilag Health Corporation, North
Slope Borough Health Department and Municipality of Anchorage Health Department

The success of our public health nurses is the result of years of establishing and building trust in the
communities they serve, working to identify those at risk, to monitor health status while supporting
local communities in responding to health concerns. The skilled contribution for health assessment
planning and development by Public Health Nurses Is highly valued.

Core services provided by public health nurses Includes disease protection and prevention to prevent
and control chronic and communicable diseases, including TB, Hepatitis A/B/C, HIV, jTD, food-
water-vector borne diseases, diabetes, obesity, and cardio-vascular disease.

Inan era where terrorism, SARS, W est Nile Virus, Small Pox, new and emerging diseases can
threaten the public's health, Public Health Nursing has been atthe core of the Sate of Alaska's
response plans to assist in the development of statewide and regional disaster preparedness, training
and exercises for bio-terrorism preparedness, and to respond at the community level to potential
threats to the public's health.

P.0.Box 9-1826 Anchorage, AK 99609 907/932-1030 o-mall: publtchootth”etaaka.not www.al*sKapublichcoith.org
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THANK YOU, MIKE SIGLER, PARENT OF 2 SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN IN
JUNEAU

TESTIMONY FOR HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE FROM A JUNEAU RESIDENT

Juneau Schools face increased class sizes

A looming budget gap is facing the Juneau School District that will severely affect the
quality of education in our public schools. Unless the Legislature increases education
funding for the next fiscal year, Juneau schools face a ten percent increase in class size,
making classes with 28 students per elementary school teacher commonplace. Our
children will be less likely to succeed in school with this increase and more children will
fall through the cracks.

The City of Juneau and the State of Alaska both contribute funding for schools.
Currently, the City’s contribution is at the maximum legally allowed (the "cap™). Local
teachers received a well-deserved raise this year as their salaries have not kept up with
inflation. In contrast to the local support shown for schools, the State contribution to
Alaska schools has raised little in the last decade. The Legislature and Governor claim
they will protect education funding, but this only means they will not cut from current
funding levels. In the meantime, inflation has chipped away at education funding and the
real value of student f. nding has decreased. We are holding our children feet to the fire
by setting education benchmarks, but we also need to provide the funding needed for
each student to have a fair chance at meeting the new testing requirements.

The Governor and Legislature need to change the meaning of "protecting education™
from no education cuts to increase education funding. For Juneau schools, a $400
increase in the pcr-sludent allocation would maintain classes al the existing size, rather
than suffering an increase in class size. Increasing funding to match inflation also is
critical. 1 request that education funding be increased lo meet our children’s basic public
education needs. I am willing to pay for these increases through broad-based taxes.

Mike Sigler

Harborview Elementary School parent



State of Alaska
Representative John Harris
House Finance Chair

March 5, 2004
Dear M. Hams

As aﬁlynenbermmmsseenthedevastationoftmdiseaseofaotiaim, | am writing as a
concermed Alaskan about the proposed $600,000 cut to Alcohol and drug treatment prograns, | am
asking that this money NOT BE CUT and that alcohol and drug treatment be FULLY FUNDED.

Some things are very dear to me M. Harris. Alcoholismis a disease. We have more than enough
medical evidence to prove this. It is fundamentally a brain disease Once a person becomes addicted,
only medical treatment will work. Unfortunately this Is not nedical treatment where you can give a
person a pill and the disease goes away. The addicted person has to leam a new way of living. This
takes tine.

Alaska Is #1 In the country In alcoholism Our suicide rate, which is often connected with drug or
alcohal use is through the roof this year. We cannat take any more cuts. Many Alaskans do not have
health berefits and do not qualiry for Medicaid. They will need treatment and will not be able to afford It
The result is that they will take up morejail beds and you cannot treat a medical condition with a prison
term Emergency rooms will become overrun with people In need of detoxlﬁmnon services V\hICh ends

There Is talk of cutting the Alcohol Safety Action pr ' ‘
acoountahility is a part of the treatment of the |Iln$s of addiction. If left on their own most addlds W||
not conply with seeking treatrment without a mitigating party to answer to. | would suggest that this
program be funded as a Misdermeanor Services programwithin the Alaska court system, or reverttoa
Department of Public Safety program It Is our opinion thet either of these moves would preserve an
important nonitoring service and could ill place the responsibiility of the crime back where It belongs,
on the person who committed the crime. To do otherwise is inconsistent with your core service goels to

. Reduce the nunmber of Alaskans afflicted with alcoholism and substance abuse
AND
*  Preventing and mitigating threats to public health

Child abuse and neglect often occurs with the presence of alcohd and drug abuse. You can
expect our children to be more at risk If you block access to treatment by cutting funding. The
statistics speak for thenselves. To cut funding for treatrment would essentially mean doing what is
inconsistent with you core service goal df:

. Prot,e.ckdilden fromabuse and neglect

| cannat stress enough that LIVES depend on treatment People die from this affliction and your cuts
may mean life or death for someone. 1am again asking that the propoeed $600.000 cut to Alcohol
and drug treatment programs be voted against. | am asking that this money NOT BE CUT and
that alcohol and drug treatment be FULLY FUNDED. Alaskan lives depend on it.

.0 Box 34045
Juneau, AK 99803 '
907-364-3830



Jan Me3dag

House Finance Committee:

| have heard that there is the potential of residenti! treatment for substance dependence being cut. Please, Please
reconsider plans to cut reside, mal treatment.  Addiction is a very serious problem in out stated. Once addiction has
progressed, it is very difficult to stop if not almost impossible to stop without treatment. Residential treatment focusses on
those seriously ill residence in our state who can not make it without the structure of a residential facility.

Many inthis population do not have Medicaid of insurance. They need and want treatment but can not afford it. If they can
not be treated, they will still take up emergency rooms or take upjail beds. Family often end up on Public Assistance
becaue of their financial problems. Cost to the state remains because the state will pay through another less desirable
route. It seems more cost effective if people are treated for addiction. | have been involved in the field for many years and
| have seen many whose lives are better and improved because of treatment.

Jan Mesdag

4 a*- .
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Date: March 52004

To: House Finance Chair, Representative John Harris 465-3799
From: Samantha Abemathy'A f?
Re: proposed $600,000 cut to Residential Alcohol/drug treatment

I am writing to support the continence of monies for alcohol and drug
treatment in the state of Alaska. Alaska had the highest rate of injury de?th in
the United States during 1986 1992. Higher rates occurred in rural Alaska,
where the majority of injury deaths were alcohol-related and among Alaska
Natives. In Alaska, the prevalence of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder is
higher than the national average.

I believe it is our duty as a state to provide alcohol and drug treatment services
to Alaska Natives and all peoples of Alaska, as the projected figures of death
will only increase. Additionally, the cost of medical care and incarceration will
not offset the monies saved by not providing alcohol and drug treatment.

Thank you.



Mar 05 04 03:15p Jodi Miracle 1-907-790-2308

To Representilive John Harris:

| am a victim of domestic violence and 1am also a concerned parent | think the proposed cut in our
Alcohol/Drug treatment plan would not only effect my family but thousands of others too. This service is
an important part of recovery for a large percent of our resident. It doesn’tjust effect the offender it
effects the innocent people involved. Please consider the innocent and help us by helping the recovery of
chemical abusers before the innocent die. Thank you Jodi Miracle.
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To the members ofthe House Budget Finance Committee:

| am very concerned that the grants for the Council on Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault is down $648,000 which will impact 21 programs
statewide. This would be a travesty and seriously endanger the safety of
women and children in Alaska.

As the Youth Educator at Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Lining, |
provide classes and presentations on the prevention of domestic violence and
sexual assault for students ranging from pre-school through college. Last
month alone | taught classes to over 300 teenagers. Talso train teachers and
agency workers on the effects of domestic violence on children and how to
work with children from violent homes. | provide parenting classes and
attend health fairs to let people know of our services and provide
information as needed by the public, I believe that through the process of
education we can help prevent future generations from experiencing
domestic violence and sexual assault.

The proposed cuts would eliminate this service to the community. My part-
time position would certainly disappear, as would the shelter’s Children
Program that provides advocacy and support groups for children living at the
shelter as well as non-residents. 1fwe want to end the inter-generational
continuance of domestic violence and sexual assault, we need to educate the
community and help the children learn how to have healthy relationships and
not grow up to become victims or abusers.

I’m asking that the $648,000 be restored to the Council on

Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault. My concern is notjust for the youth
education and child advocacy positions that will be lost, but for the future
safety ofwomen and children in Alaska. As a way to provide the revenue for
these important programs, | would be happy to pay a state income tax. |
believe that’s the only fair way to pay for services needed by our state.

Sincerely,

1
Vouth Educator

Interior Alaska Center for Non-Violent Living
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4397 Julep Street
Juneau AK 99801

March 5, 2004

House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

RE: Budget cuts to Alaska Marine Highway System

Southeast Alaska geography is coastal and island, a geography quite unlike the rest of the
United States. In such ail area, where human habitation is confined to narrow strips of
coastline and islands, seaborne transportation is the basic transportation infrastructure
within the area, as well as an important link to areas outside. Ferry transportation is
relatively low cost, has a low impact on the environment, and continues to operate in
weather conditions when tho air alternative cannot.

The call for improved ferry service has been clearly made. The need for improved ferry
transportation among Southeast communities is obvious and indisputable: service that is
faster, more frequent, more convenient, and more reliable. Better feny links are
necessary to support commecrco and society; without them a number of smaller
communities will wither.

Tho budget proposal to cut ten percent from Marine Highways maintenance and
operations is a move in the wrong direction entirely, curtailing and degrading service.
This is not acut of fat, it is a cut from the flesh and bone of vital transportation
infrastructure. It is self-destructive, and makes no sense. Why buy new ferries, if you
lack the means to operate them together with the rest o f the existing system?

Roads cannot connect an island and coastal environment. The main reason for building
them is federal highway money. Our congressional delegation should devote more effort
to obtaining more liberal provisions for using such money for transport adapted to the

peculiar needs of Southeast, the Alaska Marine Highway System.

| strongly oppose any budget cut for Marine Highways.

Rep. Bruce Wcyhrauch
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\ FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701
PHONE (907) 456-2866 FAX (907) 451-8125

RCPC rgpo@ropcfairbanks.org
Your Parenting Information Center

Viafax: 465-6813

March 5, 2004
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March 4, 2003

R tf)1;
Barbara Bird via email to the Sitka L1O office:

Please forward my request to not cut any more senior citizen benefits. We’ve
been whittled to the bone. Also, it would be nice if Gov. Murkowski would
rein in his own extravagant expenditures!!

Sincerely, Barbara Bird, 1501 Edgecumbe Drive, Sitka, AK 99835

hpbobby@ ptialaska.net

.02
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March 5, 2004

To the Finance Committee:

. My understanding is one o fthe items to be discussed in budget
heann(_l IS a considerahle cut to the Alaska State Ferry System which would
amount to a 10% reduction in service to Southeast communities.

Our service has alread¥]bee,n reduced conmderably. This is important means
transportation among the villages and cities. The ferries make it through in
all kinds of weather whijin planes aren't able to fly. o
Future plans for roads (God help_us) will be years in the making, in the mean
time we need to keep the ferries in operating conditions. o
Queﬁtmhns Lhave are the highways and roads taking a cut? After all this is
our highway. N |
Times are hard for the state as well as for the citizens. Please give _
consideration for keeping the ferry schedule at the present schedule. We in
goutheeist don’t ask for much and’seem to be a stepchild of the state.
incerely,

Dorothy Thpmsen
3505 Halibut Point Road
Sitka, Alaska 99835
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g Fairbanks North Stal’ Borough Health &$ocial8ervices

Commission

y 520 pifu, Ave po 00x71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 (907)459-1474 .« <av) 4s0-i200

To: House Finance Committee
From: Carrie Dershin, Chair, Health and Social Services Commission @&
Halo: NbrChS,2004

Subject: Human Services Community Matching Grant

On behalfofthe lieallh and Social Services Commission, | would like to thank yon for reinstating the
Community Matching Grant in the amountof$1,000,000. As a follow up to my testimony from
yesterday evening, linn pleased to provide you with a briefreport on the community impact of the
lluman Services Community Matching Grant. This will further illustrate the need to continue this vital
grant program.

It is my hope that you are already well aware o f the impact that these funds have on the delivery of
cssaUial human services within our community. These range front hot meals and emergency food
boxes to attainable health care to youth leadership and mentoring. The services that are provided by our
local non-profits are non-duplicative, efficient and cost-cfTcctive.

In I'YO.], stale funds 0f $312,083 combined with the Borough allocation of $184,291 leveraged a total
community value 0f$4,946,767 when other sources of funds and the value ofin-kiiid donations arc
considered. Jn short, these funds provided a value to the communityfouneon limes that of this actual
grant dollars allocated.

Tho need lo presetvo this grant is great. The impact that these funds have in our community is
significant. The health and care of our community is critical to the overall growth and development of
our future. Unfortunately the future of (he Community Matching Grant is at risk. Since 1Y 02, stale
funding for the Community Matching Grant has decreased 42%. With the Mat-Su Uorough now eligible
for the funding as well, this reduces the amount coming into our community even funher. Umher than
the combined total 0f$331.014 coming to agencies as in FY04, we could see approximately only
,$267,000. This roughly translates inlo not seven, butonly five local agencies that could receive this
grunt. This is down from the eleven agencies oftwo years ago.

An additional $236,000 allocated to the proposed $1,000,000 would keep tis at the same funding level of
FYO04. The need for services is going to continue to increase. Our safety net which has boc.it hold
together by our local non-profits is continuing to be stretched and could lose its strength without tho
necessary fiscal support from our local community and our state. The Human Services Community
Matching Grant is nn exceptionally cost-effhclivc use of public dollars that exemplifies llie deeply rooted
philosophy of neighbors helping neighbors. Thank you for the valuable work that you do and for your
continued and future support keeping our communities healthy and well.
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FMNKH. MURKOWSKJ, COVERNO*

Department of Laborand Workforce

Development 801 West 10" SbMt, Suit A
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Yo, 8(')6‘75)"20222314
Governor's Committee on Employment & Rehabilitation FAX; (907)465-2856

OfPeople with Disabilities

March 6, 2004
House Finance Committee

Dear Members of the Committee:
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Page ] of I
Sharon John
From: "Sharon John" <shjohn@gd.net>
To: <Si|k’\_LIo@Iegis,s(at0 .aK.us>
Cc: "Vicki Keele" <Vjeki_K«ele®labor.state.ak,us>; "Lisa April" miisa_april@Ilabor.state.ak.us>
Sant: Friday, March 05, 2004 5:06 PM

Subject:  Sitka DVR

I would like to respond to the proposed closure ofthe Sitka DVR office due to stated budget
reduction.

t 2002 as | was leaving my shift at the Pioneer’'sHome here in Sitka, | was struck by a hit and run
\iver and lay unconscious in the street for approximately 15-20 minutes before taken to the
hospital. | now suffer from Traumatic Brain Injury with balance problems, headaches, memory
deficits, cognitive function deficit, tinnitus, impaired comprehension with difficulty in new or
abstract thoughts, and right eye sluggishness, to name some problems associated with ray injury.
Having been in the nursing field 40 years, this was the only work | knew when | was suddenly
removed from my vocation. After two years ofbeing unable to work, | linked up with the SitkaDVR
and right away was able 1o begin testing to ascertain what the potential for my future was, and now
have pending appointments with other entities to hopefully assist me in becomming more produ’
as time goes on.

Because my ability to drive is likely going to be fairly short lived, it’s a real blessing to hav

office close by for visits. | would not like to think about having to travel great distances for
appointments, and, due to veiy poor ferry service in Sitka, the very people DVR is committed to
helping, would experience a ‘double whammy5— becoming even more victimized by the lack of
facilities in town, poor transportation services AND getting thrown into unfamiliar surroundings in
order to be given an appointment with D VR offices elsewhere.

I sincerely hope this office will remain open for the good o f this unique community... it is needed|

Sincerely,

Sharon John

3/6/04


mailto:shjohn@gd.net
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' 2/6/QH-)
Dear Governor Murkowski :

I was extremely distressed to hear of plans to cut Alaska's Alcohol Safety Action Program
budget. Saving money is always good, but this is not the way to do it. ASAP programs are
designed on several levels to save money and there is apparent misunderstanding about what the
ASAP function actually is.

Alcohol and other drugs are involved in almost three-fourths of all court cases in Alaska. What
ASAPs do is to offer an alternative to regular sentencing protocols for people whose offenses
involve drugs and alcohol. These people are given the choice of receiving an ASAP screening
and then complying with treatment or education recommendations indicated by this screening.
In this way ASAPs provide early interventions to catch drinking and drugging behaviors before
they become serious health risks to clients and create serious costs to society.

In addition, ASAPs serve as a specialized probation function to monitor these clients for
compliance. When ASAPs take over alcohol- and other drug-related cases, court dockets
become less clogged and probation caseloads are lightened. The numbers are considerable -
8,500 DUI offenders are monitored by ASAP programs each year. ASAPs insure increased
compliance as well. When funding for an ASAP-affiliate program in Kenai, Alaska, was cut last
year, absenteeism jumped SO percent in two months.

It seems ironic to me that on the first day of this year's legislative session, a drunk driver ran into
your fence before midday. It is doubtful that the driver did this deliberately. People do not set
out to break the law by drinking and driving; rather, they are either young and foolish and in
need of education, or they are in the grips of a disease that clouds theirjudgment. The fence
incident is a dramatic indication of how badly we need to fund more effective alcohol and other
drug prevention, intervention and treatment programs. The last thing Alaska needs is to pull the
plug on this funding.

Please do not withdraw funding from our ASAPs.
Sincerely,

u d s m

Barbara Blackman

6590 Glacier Highway #151
Juneau, AK 99801

(907) 780-6242
bblackmn@ ptialaska.net
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M my name is Dawn Jurado

1was referred o Voc Rehab b robation officer and with their help 1
have been a%le to petiny ﬁlfe %%& P

Voc Rehab has:
% |lolped me stayalcohol free
*Uncomaged me to work on my basic skills ,
W lelped me bnikl confidence in myselfand positive work ethics
® Assisted Ino In getting ajob and face reality in toe work place

Wilhoul Voc Rehab I would probably have continued  to drink and would
||k_e|%/ be injalil todﬁy, Because of VR 1am off probation, my self-esteem is
nuied higher and 1have a good job wath benefits,

ff funding lor all of the social service agencies gets cut peaple are going to
go cre%P/ d robgbﬁ?/ get Into more tro tr)]e Use Lthgrevp\’/ﬁl{il)e goh p
vailable - g ople’s fives arc at stake.

Everyone neeas someone lo believe in them!
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Alaska State Legislature
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ttluwilinn K Prevention

Rnsiclenlin! & OnwKPoliont Imnlmont
AdolosconUJunvifiCin

Alcohal & Orulj Information School
Knforrnls ft AS'-.oKcrucnhi

Employee Assistance Programs

e

Maiv.li 05, 2G|

Re: Vocational Rehabilitation Support

To Whom ft May Concern:

i l‘l li‘J ﬁb

FAX NO, 4865264

KEWLSIAN

P. 08

Toll Freo ; (860)406-3535
Phone: (007)486-3535
Fox: (907)486-7689

115 Mill Roy Rond

Kodiak, Alaska 90015
Email: sofeitarbor@gci.net

A rut in funding > Kodiak’s Vocational Rehabilitation would be a tremendous blow to the services
Kodiak Council on Alcoholism provides as lhe majority of our clients are in need oiThu.se services to yet their
lives back on trace as they have been outside the mainstream ofsociety. As the Executive Director of Sale
(lailmr 1was once one ofthese people and die services tint Vocational Rehabilitation provided mo allowed me

10 gel my degree and become a productive member ofsociety as opposed to a burden.

If these services are

pulled the State will Mill pay Ihe cost lhough it will be in die area ol‘public safety and the Department of

Correctinin.

1 you have any further questions please feel free to contact me al die above number. Thank you.

D, Scull [Smith, MAI’S
Uxwuiivn Dinvlor
Sale Harbor Tienlmonl Eueilily
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Public Comment
House Finance Committee
SaturdaY March 06,2004
- Donald R. Roberts Jr.

Re: 118350 eratin? Budget / Loans Funds,
HB - 377 Mental Health Budget

Mr Chairman my name is Don Roberts Jr. | live at 264 Lilly Drive in Kodiak.
Thank you for this opportunity.

| speak in favor of Vocational Rehabilitation component, of the budget and the
Mental Health Budget. The long term economic and social consequences of not
funding these is lar'greater thart any savings that might be had,

In addition, many peaple by virtue of their disability may not be ahle to participate
In these proceed%gs, ft)woalld not be reasonab?e tot%/ntergret their sﬂencepas lack of

concern.
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THIE PERMANENT FUND
AND THR STATE

in 19Gf, when (ho. .Scale legislature instituted Ihc Permanent Fund, we all IThoughl it
v/iis ft wonderful idc-ii. Many of us thought that (his would be our salvation when, or if, the
Slate ever ran into trouble. Since then, due lo excellent management and good times, it lifts
grown ctiHMdivuhty.

Prior to my Dim'-year stint on the Borough Assembly, 1996-9K, 1 had never lieen
much in(oresled JJthe management of Slate finances. During my tenure on the Assembly, 1
discovered that the State Imd been squeezing the borough budget for ten years by
disregarding, the increased coat of living. | learned, also, that there was no long range
financial plan, 'thus | was pleased lo see n proposal by (he Alaska Municipal League for u
long range plan to use. unreserved Permanent Fund income and an income tax that would
have, provided consistent funding to maintain Slate .services over time.

The Tx-ar-iie plan was rejected by the legislature and, instead, they have dipper! into
(he. Coiisliir.llonftl budget Reserve, our emergency fund, to cover budget deficits, still
reducing fowling lor basic State programs and local communities.

Reviewing ttvi history of the fund, since its inception, | find the legislature has had
ihc wisdom to allocsto a portion of the unreserved funds back into the fund to cover for
hdkition, initl Ims paid dividends to each of us as well. What was left could have been used
for anything tlw legislature decided—it was not part of lhc principal and not subject to the
need of approval by ballot, I found that, since inception, $7,394,000,000 had been
reinvested kick into tho principal of the Fund. This year, that figure amounted lo
$345,(>00,000, jiroS/ubly enough to have, covered the budget deficit.

The time lIsas conic to re-think this matter. The Permanent Fund has reached a
point whew It wilt continue to earn enough to provide for inflation and dividends and
increase the piiuripal, The unreserved income con be used to beef up faltering State
services; nwinlcuanro of State buildings, Fish ik (iainc, Highways, Schools, Law
lioforrcmiul, etc. 17 additional funds arc needed they should be supplied by an income tax,
the twist equitable lav, since it takes from those in proportion lo what they earn and It (axes
(tie income of the enterprising soul who comes from elsewhere. The dividend could very
likely pay the (ax for 1Imsi: in the lower income brackets,

A word about Males Tax. This is the one resource available lo local communities to
pnividc local funding for lltcir programs. If Anchorage and Fairbanks need additional
Income, they may institute their own Sales Tax nnd not push a State lax that compromises
umxt of the snv.dk r commmuties.

In summary, gentlemen, it Is high time to adopt a long range financial plan, The
best plan Is lo utilize the unreserved earnings of the permanent Fund and an income tax, and
leave the COfV>(lIOlir,iul budget reserve alone. Jty all means, do not institute a statewide
sales lux!
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Good Afternoon...
My Name* is Aharon Dolph. |am 22 Years Old.
lam a V K. Client.

Local V.R. support is important to me because my telephone skills

for making long distance calls are i mi ted. //

V.R. has made a big difference in my life,
| got support for a stuttering problem when speech ther a py

was not found anywhere else in Kodiak. //

lalso have support for myjob to improve my skills at work. //

This has been possible with the local support system in Kodiak.
Local V.R. resources help to make my life better.

Thank you,

vfkc\von -Chipl
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Testimony on proposed OPERATING BUDGET HB 375

This is Joanna Williams ,STAR Coordinator at Bethel Community Services and Mike
Hanes, DD Case Manager at Bethel Community Sendees. We know of many people that
utilize the Vocational Rehabilitation services in this area and it has tremendously helped
the individual with their self esteem and helped them get on their feet. It’s the people we
provide services to and have referred to Vocational Rehabilitation here in Bethel, Alaska.
The services have made big differences for the individuals with disabilities and the
individuals are contributing back into the community by continuing to work and keeping
the economy going as well. Having the office or service in Bethel or in any rural area is
very beneficial to outlining areas because it is closer to where we live and the counselor
knows and understands the environment/culture.

We feel that closing the rural Vocational Rehabilitation office is not fair for individuals
with disabilities from the rural areas. The ‘big’ offices in the cities like Anchorage have
no first hand clue of what it’s like to live in the rural area and we don’t feel that they will
not deliver the best service. We have worked together with the local Vocational
Rehabilitation Counselor- Vicki Keele in promoting choice and opportunities for our
consumers. Vicki has been very helpful and been available to many consumers from
surrounding villages. Ifwe don’t have a Vocational Rehabilitation counselor available
locally, it will take too long to provide those services to our people in the villages. We
hope that yon understand why wc need the Vocational Rehabilitation offices in the rural
areas open.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Mike Hanes, DD Case Manager
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1 am writing you about the proposed reduction of $126,000 in
general funds to the Dept of Labor and Workforce Development,
Vocational Rehabilitation,

A reduction of $126,000 in general funds would amount to a loss
of $252,000 due to the corresponding federal match that would
reduce dollar for dollar.

The impact of the proposed reduction on Services Delivered to the
Public would be in the Vocational Rehabilitation Client Services
component and will have an affect on the divisions ability to
deliver vocational rehabilitation services to people with disabilities
and to help them become employed, This would adversely effect
our economy as we have many very reliable people with
disabilities who have entered and who are willing to enter into the
workforce.

The intended cut will result in a wait list for Vocational
Rehabilitation Services that would affect an estimated 420
Individuals with disabilities.

| urge you to reconsider the reduction of $126,000 in General
Funds from the Dept of Labor and Workforce Development FY
2005 budget.

Thank you sincerely; v ia » & «. ( o
Martha Outwater, Maniilag Voc Rehab Project Director




MAR-06-04 SAT 01:59 PN  MATSU LIO FAX NO 9073766180 P. 01
08/01/1.992 05:07 19073731792 RAINEY PRODUCTIONS PAGE 01

MAR-06-04 SAT 11:37 A NATU LIO FAX NO 0073766180 P. 01

A laska State Legislature

Please enter into the. record my testimony to tta_J
- eI 1
6 ujL N committee nam*
committee on

. . <Wed.
bill/subject

O ifw Is.

NQ uudJtzAjd)

\
Representing (Option*))"?

Phone Number q /f



MAR-06-04 SAT 02:00 PM  MATSU LIO FAX NO 9073766180 P. 02
08/01/1992 05:07 19073731792 RAINEY PRODUCTIONS PAGE 02

Lorraine and Doc He”mg
P.O. Box 874C i5
4484 W. Newer*rive
WasiU*, Alaska
907-373-1695 Phone - 90 373-1495 Fa*
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lo
Department of Vocational Uhabilitmtiom

In 1956, tt the age on 8, My husband, Don Helling, w (Strv k with polio, leaving him a quadriplegic.
Now, at the age 0f65, he can look back on his life and eiyoy le memory ofaccomplishments,....a career
In real estate, a lime ofait daises and paintings, two unpublilhed books and our marriage (his first) when
he was 63. Not only did we many at a late age, but Don tool it first airline flight and moved to my
home in Wasilla, leaving behind a home in Colorado that wa fully equipped for a wheelchair. Don has
done something with his life, despite severe physical limitztijl *

Despite a hospital accident last summer which has taken cbn tayaar out ofour live# for recovery. Don
remains poaitive and looks ahead to getting back to his desk  d vaic* activated computer program,
which wn hnlikaS by the DVR. A plan Isis prograuto elp Don continue writing with this special
computer program. What a blessing and encouragement to h n to have an attainable goal, thanks to the
help of rnaDVR. Don has talent as an author both in the fiel ofhistories1fiction and in (he area of
encouragement, The DVR expects to bo able 10 help him put ish his works, especially his book on
stcouragement which will help many who ire disabled orlifee ng major difficulties In life,

Without this voice activated computer program, Don would b without hope Ofwriting again. At this time
in his life, a voice activated computer Is the only way he is ab :to prepare his manuscripts. Disabled
people need a future to look forward to, just asthe restofusv iohave normal abilities. Dwi has hope for
a future and a way to help support our family, through his wr ing. Beyond his writing, Dm will again
enjoy communication with his ham radio buddius, Internet r ch, and e-mail communication with
family end friends, as soon M he recovers from the hospital airideni

The DVR has helped us in other ways, toe, enabling Don O and work al home. Both Don and |
would like to bring the Importance ofthe work atthe DVR to ‘our attention and ask that you carefully
review any budget cuts that arc being considered. The DVR 1 sJps disabled ptoplo bacon* more
hdepcndmi and more productive In their lives, even to the ptftmlof remaining in their own homes, rather
thin being confined to an Institution. | might add that cost tiojfaXpaycrs is greatly reduced Whwt a
disabled perion is able to remain at home,

Thank you for your carcfril consideration of this mt ttcr.

Sincerely,

Lorraine and pon Helling
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ZkiOA
To: House Finance Committee, of Alaska Legislature

Re: Proposed 2005 FY budget should enact revenuesrather than program
slashes destructive to Abekite many commumfcggp/”™ </?

From: James E. Fisher,171 Fwosworth, Sotdotna99660 ~
Pho/fe: 262-9601 - fax: 262-9641

lurge enactment of revenue enhancing measures rather than cuts to vital
or >grams such a6 the various senior programs as proposed by the
ibcommittee.

This budget cycle should avoid further proposed reductionslto those affecting
our state's most vulnerable people - our seniors and or children

Since 1995, we have heard Alaska can not grow, or cut, its way out of a fiscal
gap. Yet in 2004 (for FY2005) we hear you considering: 1) slashing seniors’ other
than drug help; 2) consigning children to less health maintenance; and so on.

None of any proposed cuts come close to solving the fiscal gap. Revenue
measures should be started before any finalization of budget allocations.

An unnamed theologian said “the self righteous will lead us to heir; Alaska’s
analogy is that the proposed deterioration of Alaska’s senior and education
programs could throw us into a recession or some other kind of social hell.

(HFM33CA4.t0«<Imony)

1 For documentation see attached analysis.



-06-2004 SAT 03:07 PH KENAI LIO

03/02/04

f

tu

$€,813.0
S 790.4
$7,235.0
57.950.0
52.900.0
54,905.7
51.500.0
51,000.0
56,566.9
$4,000,0
$4,435.5
S 200.0

il

J

FAX NO 907 283 3075
11:24 FAX 4681394 C

Reductions to Medicaid Waivers or Grams
Affecting seniors and adults with physical disabilities

Reductions to plans ofcare (OA/APD)

Cost of living/ SB 105/ all waivers

Cost study/ reimbursement rate reductions
Reduce respite/ use adult day

Limit Administrative and General rate to 18%
Quiality assurance/ Medicaid fraud
Monitoring Tiilc HI grants

Eliminate PCA and respite in assisted living
Reduce PCA

Nursing Home/ preadmission counseling
Reduce environmental modifications
Increase Title 1D grantees match

* g *!

Jumes E FilNr
171 Firmworth Bwd
SoktotmAK 99669

pP. 02
V) 004
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Proposed FYO05 budget
Division of Sonior and Disability Services

Suggested impacts

Note: all references in this document refer to the page numbere in the Department of
Health and Social Services, FY05 Budget Overview.

Preface: one ofthe largest challenges feeing today’s health care system is managing
chronic care. People wife, multiple chronic conditions have substantially more phyilcian
contacts and arc more likely to be hospitalized each year. As the elderly age, they fece an
increased risk of having multiple chronic conditions. A Robert Wood Johnson study
determined that, nationwide, almost all Medicare dollars and about 80 percent of
Medicaid resources are spent on people with chronic conditions. Page 91 ofthe DHSS
FYO05, Budget Overview, contains a chart of Medicaid expenditures. This chart indicates
that fee largest Medicaid expenditures are hospital services, physician services,
pharmacy, and nursing home care.

The RWJ study suggt™ts that an effective chronic care model is organized around
individuals’ needs and preferences to coordinate services with fee goal of maintaining
health tutus and slowing disease progression. This model includes supportive services
that are leveraged to enhance the effectiveness of medical care and to improve the quality
oflife for people with chronic conditions.

Many studies have shown that an effective coordinated community based service delivery
system (supportive services) reduces costs across fee continuum of care. In Alaska,
Medicaid waivers and minimal grant fending provide the basic foundation for community
cate. This foundation helps to delay or prevent unnecessary nurcing home placement,
assists seniors in negotiating the bewildering health care system, reduces the number of
contacts to physicians’ offices, and can reduce hospital visits.

m  An overage cost for asenior underfee Older Alaskan’s waiver (home and
community based carc) is 518,911; compared to the average nursing home cost of
5150,000 per patient per year.

» Unfortunately, the wasting home and community based system for seniors is
seriously under fended.

» This infrastructure will see damaging eroaion if the FY05 proposed budget
ieductions are implemented, resulting in higher costs in the end,

The fallowing information ia a list o fsuggested impacts to feo proposed budget
reductions.

Page 160: Cost Savings from Older Alaskaus/Adulta wife Physical Disabilities
(52,727.2) GF match and (54,090.8) Fed.

» Thisreduction assumes that plans of care will be reduced through contracted care
coordination assessment.

« This aiqaificant refection ia difficult to quantify 9ince the Department has given
no specific information about where the care plans w .1 be reduced.
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* Areduction of $6,818 in waiver sarvices will have a significant impact on those
needing services, especially when taken in tandem with other proposed
reductions.

Page 16Q» Second y iv coit*of-lItving adjustment* for Nursing Homes and Home and
Community based waivers. ($252.9) GF match and (S37.5) Fed.
« This savings iabased on SB10S passed by the legislature last year. That bill
effectively reduces the number of eligible recipients for Medicaid.
» DHSS does not indicate how many people might lose their eligibility.
»  We have already experienced difficulty in qualifying people for the waiver oven
the need was clear anddie eligibility criteria seemed applicable

Page ISO: CostStudy Savings for Medicaid W aivers. ($2,894) GF match and
(S4,341)Fed.
m This standardizes reimbursement rates for services across foe four waivers.
» There is little specific information in this item; this is a projected assumption of
savings based on a study that has not yet been conducted.
*  We know that delivering services in rural nets cost more and that waivers are
often foe essentia! key to keeping elders in their home communities.

Page 162: Reduce Respite Utilization. ( $3,180 )GF match and (54,770) Fed

» This reduces respite costs by using the more cost effective adult day service,

« This is an exceptionally effective cost containment strategy that also remit* in
improved outcomes for semens.

» This stratagy, of course, onlyworks in communities where there is an adult day
program. Currently there are 12 adult day programs in 11 communities.

»  Respite care under thewaiver it reimbursed al $22 an hour. 1f you divide the
proposed $7,950.0 reduction, that equals a reduction of 361,363 hour* of respite

Page 262: Limit Administrative and General costto 18% . ($1,160) GFM and
($1,740) Fed.

*  Weare willing to do our part to contain costs, and will tryto find away to live
within the 18% cap.
» Administrative burdans continue to increase with foe stats looking for more

accountability financially, and in the area of outcomes that require more data
collection and analysis

*  We would be concerned if this represents &lownward bend that might continue
OVertime.

Page 162: Eliminate respite and personal cars attendantservices in Assisted Living
Homes. ($400.0) GF match and ($600.0) Fed.

» The state currently reimburses assisted living homes for service* but not for room
and board.

« itis very difficult for the homes to make ends meet with foe current rates.
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Kenai Food Bank Policy
on
Soliciting and Sales Persons on Premises

Sales Persons and Individuals Soliciting Business from Food Bank staffand employees
shall adhere to the following policies and procedures on KPFB premises.

1

Sales solicitors shall call in advance and check to sec if their visitation will disrupt
special activities taking place on that day after 4:30 p.m.

Sales person may visit the KPFB after 4:30 p.m. to visit with staffand after the front
office has closed. Visitations may be allowed earlier in the day if the Executive
Director determines that it will not be disruptive to the Food Bank’s operations.

All companies soliciting business at the KPFB must show proof of being registered
with the Kenai Peninsula Sales Tax Division.

Companies that have demonstrated compliance with the Kenai Peninsula Borough
Sales Tax Ordinance may drop off brochures at the front desk before 4:30 p.m. where
they will be made available to employees. Employees and staff are not to be solicited
at the time the brochures or catalogs are dropped off if it is before 4:30 p.m.

If visitations by any one company are disruptive then they may be limited to visiting
the KPFB once a month or banned from soliciting employees on KPFB premises at
the discretion of Executive Director.

Adopted by the Board of Directors on December 16,2003,
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Hello My Name is Richard Warrington,

I’m from Kenai, | am a 25 years Survivor of Traumatic Brain Injury, | moved to
Alaska with my family in 1986.

| tried to find Services to .ielp me, there was Nothing. Even theMental Health
Councilor's were not trained to help people with Brain Injuries.

I have worked very hard over the 18 years, to get services for people with TBI
here in Alaska.

According to the National Statistics the State of Alaska has the most amount of
Brain Injury per capita.

From all the presentations | have made over the years, finally getting the Mental
Health Board to start looking into services for Brain Injury.

Cognitive impairments from Brain Tnjury over laps some ways with other styles
of mental health trouble, but arc still not the same kind of trouble.

I was appointed to the Newly formed State of Alaska TBI Advisory Board, to
represent the Kenai Peninsula.

The Board is set up to help get Service's Through Out the Sate,

We receive Federal Funds from a HRSA Grant, Wif,i matching funds from the
Mental Health Trust Authority.

Our Vcrv First Training Conference ft r the Mental Health Agencies through out
the State, will be held the 8 & 9 . in Anchorage.

Woc arc Just getting Staged, assisting the other survivors around the state

Please Do Not Cut These Vital Funds in Mental Health,

A Whole Population of UN-serviced people live here in Alaska, They need some
hope for Their Lives.
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Amendment to SCS for CS HB 375(FIN) version 23-GF2040\C

Offered By: Senator

ADD
Department: Administration

Appropriation: Centralized Administrative Services

Allocation: Finance

Fund Source Number and Name: 1108 Statutory Designated Program Receipts

Amount: $87,500

DESCRIPTION:

The Department of Administration is requesting an FY 2005 budget amendment
increment of $87,500 of Statutory Designated Program Receipts for the Division of

Finance.

The Division of Finance administers a statewide credit card program for purchasing
travel, contractual services, and commodities. Based on average annual net spent per
account and payment history, the state receives a rebate from our credit card provider,
First National Bank Alaska. The Division of Finance has budgeted statutory designated
program receipts of $112,500 each year to use this rebate. In FY 2004, the rebate was
$158,712, and it is expected that the same amount will be forthcoming in FY2005. The
Division of Finance would like to use the excess receipts of approximately $87,500 in
FY 2005 to fund additional start up costs of a Central Travel Office to serve all state

agencies.
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AMENDMENT TO SCS CSHB 375 (FIN) version 23-GF2040\C
Offered By: Senator Fred Dyson

ADD
Local Boundary Commission
Community Advocacy
Community Assistance & Economic Development
Department of Community and Economic Development
Fund Source Amount

General Funds $30,000

Description:
This funding is intended for the citizens and community of Eagle River, the

second largest community in the state, to conduct community meetings and
circulate petitions for the purpose of considering options for seceding from
the Municipality of Anchorage and forming a separate local government.
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